










HOW LONG AFTER THE ALTAR SERVICE
WILL HOLINESS KEEP 

ON WORKING?
by John Conlon, pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Orem, Utah

S
irens screeched and the alter
nating blue and red lights 
s trobed  the ne ig h b o rh o o d  
w ith  d an c in g  sh ad o w s .  
Heads peered down the row 
of houses to see who it was 
this time.

Another family eruption. That's 
the way it is. Most violence is a re
sult of family disputes. Lovers who 
vow to cherish each other for eterni
ty end up beating each other. This 
ca ll  w as to q u e l l  a d i s tu rb a n c e  
caused by a family that attends our 
church. A holiness family— a cou
ple who had knelt at our altar and 
committed it all to Jesus.

What happened?
Why is it that holiness d o esn ’t 

work when people move away from 
the altar? Why doesn’t it stick when 
the pressures of everyday life crowd 
in?

Bill confided to me one morning, 
“ I hear your sermon, Pastor, but for 
years I ’ve been struggling with a 
problem that I can’t whip. I can win 
a v ic to ry  at the a lta r ,  but w hen 
things get serious, it’s so easy to just 
slip back into habits I ’ve cultivated 
most of my life.”

“Well, what is it, God?” I asked 
upon retreating into my closet of 
prayer. “Is holiness a crisis experi
ence like I ’ve always been taught—  
or is it some process that just keeps 
me moving from victory to defeat 
and on and off again?”

I t ’s not easy  to be a h o l in e ss  
preacher when people’s lives don’t 
ra d ia te  a su s ta in in g  v ic to ry .  I 
watched as the policeman separated 
the two. Arnold, the young husband,

dabbed  his bru ised  and b leed ing  
face with a towel. His father-in-law 
had severely beaten him. Marie, the 
victim’s mother-in-law screamed at 
her husband, “ Because of you, I’ll 
never see my daughter again.”

How could this happen? These 
were holiness people! I tried to di
gest  th is  w hole  s i tu a t io n  in one 
gulp , “ W here  is it that  we have 
missed the boat in our search for ho
liness?”

Too MANY SEEKERS FOR 
SANCTIFICATION SETTLE 

FOR TOO LITTLE. THEY STOP 
SHORT, GIVING UNWORTHY 
ACTS AND MOTIVES THE 

LABEL OF HOLINESS.

I took upon m yse lf a crusade to 
overcome evil— but in my zeal to 
uncover the evil in others, my mo
tive was not holiness, only an a t
tempt to cover my own guilt.

I disciplined my children harshly 
in order to keep them from the evil 
things that had affected me. This 
was not holiness but fear that my 
children would be like the me I ab
horred.

I go to each church meeting. My 
feet are quick to respond to an altar

call, and my hands raise in praise to 
God. Yet, this is not holiness but a 
search for the cathedral that is miss
ing in my own life.

/  go to the altar and tears flood 
my cheeks. It is not holiness but an 
attempt to fill the emptiness that re
mains within my inner self.

I recite my prayers for long peri
ods of time. This is not holiness, for 
instead o f  l is tening to God, I am 
talking in hopes that God will learn 
how I want things done.

I sing in the choir and offer solos 
to praise the Lord. It is not holiness, 
for it is my talent that I exalt and not 
my Lord . Ins tead  o f  serv in g  my 
G od, I serve the app lause  o f  the 
crowd.

I teach in the Sunday School or 
lead a group of Promise Keepers— I 
amaze my hearers with deep truths 
of  the Bible. That is not holiness, 
for I have stored up knowledge in 
my head but lack the full incarna
tion of His life in my spirit.

Like Elijah, I search for God in 
the mighty rushing wind, the earth
quake, and fire, but He is not there. 
It is in His gentle whisper (1 Kings 
19:11-12) that I recognize the voice 
of God.

It is in the still small voice that 
speaks in my ear when I am silent 
before Him that I sense the warmth 
o f  His p re sence .  It is a sp ir i tual  
warmth that sustains me and gives 
me courage when there is only fear.
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hearts of many who were there. It 
was the trigger that emptied me of 
self. The trigger was not all there 
was. The Lord had been preparing 
me for years. Until I was ready, 
however. He could do nothing.

1 did not go to the altar that morn
ing, but the rushing, flushing action 
of the Holy Spirit was so real in my 
life that what 1 experienced was God 
exchanging His life for mine. Not 
only was He my substitute on Cal
vary when the penalty was paid for 
my sin, but when I followed His 
command given in Matthew 10:39 to 
die to this life, He replaced what was 
within me with himself— and a glo
rious transformation took place. I 
simply gave everything to God and 
let His Spirit splash into the empty 
places of my being. It had never 
happened before. I had worked to 
acquire G od’s rewards. I had testi
fied of God’s grace, but I had never 
experienced a total cleansing and 
separation to God until that moment. 
This experience has never left me.

Someone may ask, “What was it 
that has never left you?” It wasn’t 
the doing of things. It w asn ’t the 
em otion . It w a sn ’t the r i tuals  or 
even the obedience to His wonder
ful law of liberty that has never left 
me. I ’ve made mistakes. I ’ve goofed 
up. I ’ve done some dum b things 
since I was sanc tif ied  holy. But 
what has never left me is the peace 
and joy and assurance of G od’s con
tinuing presence in my life.

I have a peace to know that in 
every temptation, in every entice
ment to fall back into old habits, my 
desire is to do the will of God. This 
seasoning is not a result of counsel, 
therapy, psychoanalysis, or any oth
er human methodology. It is the re
sult of an instantaneous experience 
(set up by the Lord working in my 
life for a long time) with Jesus the 
Christ my Maker and Lord.

The war is over. The conflict is 
gone. I want to do G od’s will. I de
sire to do G od’s will. The struggle 
turned into a journey of joy. This at
titude is the mark of holiness— it is 
not the noble things 1 do but the 
Christ-centered desire that compels 
me to do noble things. ^

Holiness is not so much in doing but 
in being.

Holiness is when I realize that Je
sus is either Lord of all or not Lord 
at all. I cannot serve both God and 
m a m m o n .  W h en  He is L ord  o f  
all— that means He is Lord over all 
of me. I surrender to Him every ac
tivity and emotion of my life, every 
m otive and thought, every desire 
and habit. Only when I come to this 
place in my life will my sanctifica
tion be entire.

When, in fear, I continue to hold 
on to the defeats that have charac
te rized  my ex is ten ce ,  I have not 
enough faith to let go of my desires 
and give God room within to re 
shape and mold me into His image.

I experienced holiness in my own 
life af te r  years  o f  inner s truggle  
w here  I p ro m ised  God over  and 
over that I would never do “ those 
things” again. 1 failed. I wouldn’t let 
go. It just seemed that the more I

wanted to quit, the more I wanted to 
continue in the sin that so dominat
ed my life.

In a church service, the evangelist 
was planning to speak but d id n ’t. 
There was such a movement of the 
Holy Spirit that before the preach-

T hE MORE I WANTED TO QUIT, 
THE MORE I WANTED TO 

CONTINUE IN THE SIN THAT 
SO DOMINATED MY LIFE.

ing service began, people moved to 
kneel at the altar. The spontaneous 
experience of revival continued un
til past 2 p.m . Folks went without 
d in n e r ,  and  a rev iv a l  las ted  for 
weeks and months and years in the
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REASON FOR HOPE
But nobody ever asks the reason for my hope

by Tim Isbell, pastor,
New Life Church of the Nazarene, Cupertino, California

A
lways be prepared to give 
an an sw er  to ev e ry o n e  
who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that 
you have” (1 Peter 3:15, 
n i v ) .  G ood adv ice ,  but 
few C hris tians  are ever 
asked their reason for hope. Here 

are four reasons why.
Can't You See I’m Busy?

Perhaps  nobody ever asks b e 
cause we seem too busy to be inter
rupted. Acting busy is a good tech
n iq u e .  I h o n ed  it to p e r fe c t io n  
myself. I even convinced m yself 
that my effectiveness was because I 
was a lw ays busy, a lw ays on the 
move. But what project could possi
bly be more important than really 
connecting with a person for whom 
our Lord Jesus died? I discovered 
that if 1 am really experiencing the 
power of the gospel in my own life, 
then 1 will have time for the people 
in my life. Once I grasped this truth, 
I found myself praying over my dai
ly agenda. I promised God that if 
He would open a door that day, I 
would walk through it. Doors began 
to open, often camouflaged as inter
ruptions. Sometimes I missed the 
door and had to return to the Lord to 
ask for a second chance. A few days 
later, the door would reopen. I sel
dom initiated a conversation about 
C h ris t .  In s tead ,  a n o th e r  p e rso n  
opened a conversation and all 1 did 
was respond.

One busy day, I took a phone in
terruption from a man referred from 
a distant friend. The caller ran an 
electronics business and said that he 
wanted to talk about how to be an 
effective Christian in the business 
world. He later came to my office to 
talk. 1 learned some o f  the ch a l

lenges of his business. Then some
th ing caused  me to ask, “ H o w ’s 
your marriage?” All of a sudden 1 
discovered that his real problem had 
nothing to do with business. His real

problem was his marriage. For the 
next hour or two, 1 had a priceless 
opportunity to share with him the 
reason for my hope. How could I be 
too busy for that interruption?

Superstock

S o m e  Ch r is t ia n s  a r e  n e v e r  a s k e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e ir  
HOPE IN CHRIST BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS WEAR THAT 

“CAN’T YOU SEE I’M BUSY?” LOOK.
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I Like Being Alone
Perhaps we lack enough intersec

tions with the secular world. This is 
hard to believe if we have a secular 
job. But sometimes Christians re
main isolated from their coworkers. 
M any  e x c e l len t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to 
share good news occur at social ac
tivities. Some are in places where 
we wouldn't normally go. We may 
choose to sidestep some of the re
freshm ents  or en ter ta inm ent.  But 
unless we design our lives to inter
sect with our coworkers’ in a setting 
w h ere  they  are co m fo r ta b le ,  we 
m iss  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  sh a re  ou r  
hope. The apostle  Paul w o u ld n ’t 
m iss  th e se  c h a n c e s ,  an d  we 
shouldn’t either.

I d iscovered  that i f  I socialize 
with coworkers, they are more than 
willing to join me for a breakfast, a 
lunch , o r a ball gam e. I reca l l  a 
breakfast with a former employee 
named Don. In a management train
ing c lass,  he had d iscovered  The 
Seven  H a b its  o f  H igh ly  E ffec tive  
People. He was excited as he told 
me how he had discovered “princi

p le -b a sed  l iv in g ” as o p p o sed  to 
“rule-based living.” I listened for a 
w hile and eventua lly  asked if  he 
thought he might eventually discov
er something even better than prin
ciple-based living. He stopped for a 
m om en t,  then re sp o n d ed  that he 
d i d n ’t th in k  the re  was an y th in g  
higher. That open door allowed me 
to share how we can have a personal 
relationship with a loving God— the 
step above principle-based living.

Even if we d on’t have a secular 
workplace to go to every day, we 
can des ign  our lives to in tersec t 
with our secular world. Living near 
us is a young couple with a three- 
year-old daughter named Elle. Over 
the pas t  year ,  E lle  s t ru c k  up a 
friendship with Gary, the garbage 
man. Each Wednesday morning, she 
waits to meet him. If she’s not wait
ing, Gary calls out until she appears. 
Her parents decided to invite Gary 
to a patio breakfast on one of his 
rounds. So they called the garbage 
company to get permission and in
vited Gary for the next week. My 
w ife  and  I j o in e d  in. E a r ly  on

Wednesday, we gathered to await 
the garbage truck. None of us knew 
if Gary was religious; we only ex
pected a decent sort of fellow. Elle’s 
mom hoped it would be OK to pray 
b e fo re  the m eal .  G a r y ’s norm al 
helper was out sick that day, so he 
had a substitute along. On the way 
from the garbage truck to the patio, 
the couple asked Gary something 
about himself. He began to share a 
wonderful testimony of his Chris
tian conversion and how his life had 
recently changed. That morning, af
ter our breakfast prayer, not only 
did we Christians hear about Gary’s 
sp ir i tua l  jo u rn ey ,  but so did his 
work partner.

If I Understood All This 
Better. . .

Perhaps some of us never get to 
share the reason for our hope be
cause we need a better intellectual 
grasp of the Good News. If that is 
the case, then we simply need to do 
a little homework. After all, God 
makes the Good News available to

continued on page 47
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A Jar of Pickles
by Joyce Williams

oney, where are the dill pickles? I t ’s just 
not tuna salad w ithout dill p ick les .” M y 
husband o f  two months and I were prepar
ing lunch. So, over his protests, I insisted 
on going to the store 
to p ick  up a j a r  o f  
pickles.

W h e n  I d r o v e  in to  th e  
c r o w d e d  p a r k in g  lo t ,  I 
w o n d e r e d  w h y  I w a s  
subjecting m y se lf  to the 
terr if ic  th rong  o f  S a tu r
day  sh o p p e rs .  W a lk in g  
in to  th e  s to re ,  I h e a rd  
som eone call m y nam e.
It was Joan. She and 
h u s b a n d  w e re  g r o c e r y  
sh o p p in g .  We b eg a n  to  
t a lk ,  a n d  th e y  s h a r e d  
with me how much they 
had en joyed  the “ K n o w  
Y our C h u rc h ” c lass  m y  
husband had taught that 
morning for newcomers. 1 

“But, you know,” Joan 
said, “ I began to realize 
as the pastor shared this 
m orning that, a l though I 
had grown up in a church 
a n d  a t t e n d e d  c h u r c h e s  
m o s t  o f  m y  life, I h av e  
never really surrendered 
my heart to God in total 
com m itm ent.” It was ob
v ious as w e spoke that, 
a l though  Joan  had been  
saturated by “church” all 
o f  her life, she was starv
ing for the Bread o f  Life.

Excitement grew with
in  m e  as  I s e n s e d  th e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  H o ly
Spirit along with Jo an ’s hunger for salvation. Right 
there— in the aisle o f  the grocery store— 1 presented 
the gospel to her, explaining the simplicity o f  G o d ’s 
plan. Because o f  the crowd pressing in, she asked for 
our hom e phone num ber and prom ised to call later

that afternoon.
Excitedly , I w a lk ed  into the house ,  te l l ing  G ene 

ab o u t  h o w  the L o rd  w as  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  us as a 
team. All a f te rnoon w e w a ited  for J o a n ’s call with

g rea t  an t ic ip a t io n .  F i 
nally , the p h o n e  rang , 
and it was Joan. W hat a 
b le ss in g  to aga in  be a 

sm all  p a r t  o f  the  d i 
v ine  d ram a  o f  le ad 
ing another lamb in
to the  fold. S low ly, 
f rom  the  b o t to m  o f  
h e r  h e a r t ,  J o a n  r e 
p e a te d  th e  s i n n e r ’s 
prayer after me! God 
answ ered prayer, and 
the consciousness o f  
s a v in g  g r a c e  b u r s t  
u p o n  J o a n  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e .  It  is a l 
w a y s  fa sc in a t in g  to 
see an increase in the 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  
heaven bound.

W e c o n t i n u e d  to  
share together, and I 
e n c o u ra g e d  Jo an  to 
visualize the celebra
t i o n  g o in g  o n  in 
h ea v en  b ec au se  her 
n am e  h ad  ju s t  been  
written in the L am b’s 
B ook  o f  Life. T hen  
G ene  and  I re jo iced  
to g e th e r  b e c a u se  o f  
th e  in c r e d ib le  w a y  
the Lord had worked 
to reach Joan.

A little later, Gene 
c a l l e d  fo r  m e  to  
c o m e  see  w h a t  he 

had found. Imagine m y surprise when he came into the 
kitchen with a gallon ja r  o f  dill pickles that w e both 
now remembered had been in the cabinet all the time!

We did finally eat lunch, and the tuna salad was de
licious! ^

Lee Rudeen, Media International
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NIV Crossword Puzzle 
Creatures of the Bible

by Rick Jansen

ACROSS
2. Of all the creatures living in the water, you may eat any that has fins

and  .(Deut. 14:9)
6. The Israelites remembered they ate these in Egypt at no cost. (Num.

11:5)
8. The Lord compared this animal with the ostrich. (Job 39:11)

10. A companion to Job. (Job 30:29)
11. Solomon's trading ships came back with these. (1 Kings 10:22)
13. These ruined the land of Egypt. (Ex. 8:24)
14. Job compared his days to these animals, (lob 9:25 26)
15. Jesus wanted to gather Jerusalem like this bird. (Matt. 23:37)
17. If one of these falls into a clay pot. it must be broken. (Lev. 11:29, 33)
18. This kind of deer was clean. (Deut. 14:4)
2 2 . An animal that moves on the ground. (Lev. 11:30)
2 3 . The Lord said a horse leaps like this creature. (Job 39:19-20)
2 4 . Wine bites like this in the end. (Prov. 23:32)
26 . Blind guides strain out a  . (Matt. 23:24)
27 . Samson caught 300. (Judg. 15:4)

DOWN
1. Adulterers are like well fed, lusty  . (Jer. 5:8)
3. Unclean at any color. (Lev. 11:30)
4 . David killed one of these. (1 Sam. 17:36)
5 . Asahel (Joab's brother) was a s  footed as a wild gazelle. (2 Sam.

2:18)
7 . Jesus calls them by name. (John 10:3)
9. Solomon ate these as part of his daily provisions. (1 Kings 4:22 23)

1 0 . Detestable, and not to be eaten. (Lev. 11:18)
12. If a son asks for one, a father will not give him a scorpion. (Luke 11:11-

1 2 )

16. An evil spirit coming out of the dragon looked like a  . (Rev. 16:13)
19. These are outside the holy city. (Rev. 22:15)
2 0 . The Lord asked lob if he could lead them out. (Job 38:32)
2 1 . Come away, my lover, and be like a gazelle or like a young on the

spice-laden mountains. (Song of Sol. 8:14)
2 5 . The second creature around the throne was like this. (Rev. 4:7)

(Solution on p. 43 )
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V ital S tatistics

Deaths
IMOGENE H. HUFF. 73, Sun City, Ariz., 

Mar. 14. S urv ivo rs : husband. Bert; son, 
Bert; (laugh te rs , Am elia , Barbara; three 
bro the rs; five g rand ch ild re n ; one g rea t
grandchild.

LINDA IRW IN JONES, 46, Pasadena, 
Tex., May 23. S urvivors: husband, Greg; 
daughter, Melissa; parents, fo rm e r South 
Arkansas D is tric t Superin tendent Donald 
and Lillian Irwin; brother, D. L.

M ARILYN KEEFE, 66. Eugene, Oreg., 
Mar. 18. Survivors: husband, Ken; b ro th 
ers, M ilton, Bernard, and Lyle Hoidal; sis
ter, Irma Belshaw.

COL. S AM U E L F. LA N G D ELL JR. 
(U.S.A.F. Ret.), 70, Jacksonville, Fla., Feb.
12. Survivors: wife. Ethyl; daughter, Linda; 
two grandsons.

WAYNE LEW IS, 77, M a n s fie ld . A rk., 
M ar. 11. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , W anda; son, 
R oger; daugh te r, L inda C ockre ll; th ree  
grandchildren.

KIRA MEYER. 22, Littleton, Colo., May
10. S u rv ivo rs : parents , Randy and Car- 
olynn Meyer; brothers, Ryan, Jason; sister, 
Kaitlyn; grandparents, Marvin and Cathern 
Meyer and Clark and Helen Trenhaile.

GRACE F. M ILBURN, 89, Kansas City, 
M o ., M ay 28 . S u rv iv o rs :  son , R o b e rt; 
daughter, Margaret Pummel: 13 grandchil
dren; 15 great-grandchildren.

PAT MORSCH, O rlando, Fla., May 23. 
Survivors: husband, form er Central Florida 
D istrict Superintendent J. V. Morsch; sons, 
Gary, Mark, Kyle; daughters, Becky, Lori 
Knowles; eight grandchildren.

AARON J. NEW BERRY, 77, B ou lde r, 
Colo., Feb. 15. S urv ivo rs : w ife , Thelma; 
sons, David, John; daughter, Lois; sisters, 
Gladys B rockm ueller, Ruth Norell, Emma 
Applegate, Dorothy Falconburg; five grand
children; two great-grandchildren.

ANITA J. NIXON, 76, Sylva, N.C., May 3. 
Survivors: husband. Rev. C lifton; stepsons, 
Robert, Wendel. and Dallas District Super
in te n d e n t D av id  N ixon ; s te p d a u g h te r, 
Becky David; nine stepgrandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren.

LUCY MAE (LITTLE M AM A) PINKER
TON, 92, Shawnee, Okla., M ar. 1. S u r
vivors: daughter, M innie Lou Walker; two 
grandsons; five grea t-g randch ild ren ; one 
great-great-grandson.

LORRAINE 0 . SCHULTZ, 81, Nampa, 
Id a h o , M ay 10. M s. 
Schultz served 33 years 
as a m is s io n a ry  to  
Sw az iland, R epub lic  o f 
S o u th  A fr ic a , and 
Mozambique. Survivors: 
s is te r ,  Jane S c a rth ; a 
niece; two nephews; five 
g re a t n ie c e s ; and one 
great nephew.

S A M U EL C AR R O LL 
TACKETT, 81, A tlan ta . III., Apr. 8. S u r
v iv o rs :  w ife , L o is ; d a u g h te rs , S h ir le y  
Howie, Sharon Miller; one brother; two s is
ters; fou r grandchildren; fou r great-grand
children.

ALBE R T LEE TR U ESD ALE SR ., 76, 
Sum ter, S.C., M ar. 18. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , 
Hattie; sons. Albert Jr.. Harold; sister, Ida- 
lene Baker; five grandchildren; one great
grandchild.

M. ELEESE WADE, 78, Rockdale, Tex.. 
May 19. Survivors: husband, C. A.: sons, 
Rev. Howard, Rev. Robert; tw o brothers; 
six grandchildren.

EDNA WHITE, 81, Sumter, S.C., Apr. 13. 
S u rv ivo rs : husband . Rev. W. T.; sons, 
Michael, Walter; sister, Frances Sandsbury; 
seven grandchildren; five great-g randch il
dren.

REV. J. MELTON WIENECKE, 74, form er 
S unday S ch oo l M in is 
tries editor, Kansas City. 
Mo., June 4. Survivors: 
w ife ,  J e a n n e tte ; so n . 
S te p h e n ; d a u g h te rs , 
S h e rry , Ju d y , L inn ea ; 
nine grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild.

REV. JAMES E. WOL
FORD, 70 , S t M a rys , 
O h io , N ov. 28 . S u r 

vivors: wife, Anna; 2 sons; 4 daughters; 11 
grandchildren: 8 great-grandchildren.

Births
to PHILLIP and RACHEL (DRAUGHON) 

DADISMAN. Stanford, Ky., tw in girls, Ash
ley Renee and Lindsey Lee, May 8 

to GREGG and RACHELLE (JOHNSON) 
DAVIS, A llen Park, M ich ., a boy, C urtis  
Greggory, May 21 

to  ROBERT and S H A R LA  (D U R R ) 
FINCH. Springhill, La., a girl, Emily Anne, 
May 14

to  DON H ALL and PATTY CRAFT, 
Pennsauken, N.J., a g irl, Cameron Eliza
beth, Sept. 3 

to  UELE and SU SAN N E (M cC O O L) 
HUNKIN. C oqu ille , O reg.. a g ir l,  Ariana 
Gabrielle, May 31 

to JOHN and TRINA (GRAHAM) JUNE- 
MAN, Memphis, Tenn., a girl, Chaili Beth, 
Jan. 2

to RANDY and SHEILA (DAVENPORT) 
OAKLEY, Gwynn's Island, Va„ a boy, Lucas 
Alien Apr 5 

to NELSON and ROBIN (SHARP) RAS
M USSEN, G w yn n 's  Is la n d , Va., a boy, 
Storm Allen, May 7 

to DAVID and JENNELL (BROSHEARS) 
VOLKER, New Albany, Ind., a girl, Jessica
P p n p p  I n n  1Q

to  CHUCK and VICKIE WATSON, Bed
ford. Tex., a boy, Landon Charles, Mar. 29.

Marriages
CINDY ELMER and RODNEY DURR, May 

25 at W ichita, Kans.
SHERRY (R A IN IER ) HIGGINBOTHAM  

and RICK LANE, Apr. 27 at Gwynn's Island. 
Va.

Anniversaries
LEO and HELEN CORNELIUS, Guymon, 

Okla., ce lebra ted th e ir 50 th an n iversary 
June 8-9 with a fam ily picnic and a recep
tion given by their three children and fam i
lies at the Guymon Church of the Nazarene.

REV. IVOR and N AO M A LAKE. 
Muleshoe, Tex., celebrated the ir 50th an
niversary June 23 w ith  a reception at the 
New V ision Church of the Nazarene. The 
Lakes have fo u r  c h ild re n  and se ve ra l 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
CLARK ARMSTRONG, fro m  Kansas C ity 

(Kans.) Bethel Glen, to Liberty, Mo.
KENT D. BRITTON, from  associate, Sey

m our (Ind.) First, to associate, Conway 
(Ark.) First

BRUCE L. CADLE, from  W oodru ff (W is.) 
Lakeland, to Janesville (W is.) Randolph 
Park

JEFFREY CASE, fro m  associate, Kansas 
City (M o.) Dundee Hills, to pastor, Inde
pendence (M o.) T rin ity 

DAVID E. CHILDERS, from  Cedar Rapids 
(Iow a ) Oakland, to  W est Des M oines 
(Iowa) M ission

CHRIS CURRY, from  Denver (Colo.) Grace, 
to Gardner (Kans.) New Com m unity 

RODNEY DURR, from  pastor. Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., to associate. Derby, Kans.

STEVEN W. FELTON, f ro m  s tu d e n t,  
Nazarene Theological Seminary, to pas
tor. Kansas City (M o.) Hope Center 

J. JEFFERY FLOYD, from  associate, M ar
tinsville, Ind., to Danville (III.) First 

RONNIE GILBERT, from  Jacksonville (Fla.)
First, to McAllen (Tex.) First 

JAMES E. McGAREY, from  M ilford, III., to 
High Point (N.C.) Oak Hollow 

J. E MITCHELL, fro m  N orth L ittle  Rock 
(Ark.) Grace, to M illinocket, Maine 

BENJAMIN T. MOORE, from  Atlantic. Iowa, 
to student, Nazarene Theological Sem i
nary

JOHN D. O’BRECHT, from  Benton. Ky., to 
Mount Pleasant (M ich .) First 

THOMAS E. ORMSBY, from  Eleva-Strum.
Wis., to Marinette, Wis.

DONALD W. PIERCE, to pastor. Ridgway, 
Pa.

LONNIE SHELDON, fro m  A sto ria , III., to 
Galesburg (III.) Faith 

SHANE A. SMITH, from  associate, Warren 
(Pa.) First, to associate, Portage (Ind .) 
First

DAVID C. TRAN, from  Palmdale (Calif.) Lit- 
tlerock, to Spooner. Wis.

M IC H A E L C. T R A V IS , f ro m  J a n e s v il le  
(W is.) Randolph Park, to  U hrichsv ille , 
Ohio

TERRY L. WEYMAN, from  Freedom (Pa.) 
Pine Run. to Elmira (N Y.) First

Recommendations
The fo llow ing have been recommended 

by the ir respective d istrict superintendents: 
DWIGHT E. MEAD, evangelist, 512 W. 

Fort, Farmington, IL 61531, 309-245-2572, 
by Crawford M. Howe, Northw estern I l l i 
nois District.

JAY SCHNEIDER, evangelist, P.O. Box 
522, Upland, IN 46989. 317-998-2258. by 
Stephen T. Anthony, Eastern M ichigan Dis
trict.

LAWRENCE A. WILKINSON, evangelist, 
2306 Yale Dr., A rling ton , TX 76015. 817- 
557-4537, by Dwight E. Neuenschwander. 
Nebraska District.

Moving Missionaries
BERG. DAN and DORIS. Stateside Address: 

10927 Reeder, Overland Park, KS 66210 
BLOWERS, DAVID and CARISSA. H aiti, 

Furlough Address: 616 Chestnut, Nam
pa, ID 83686 

BREWER, DAN and CAROLYN, Peru. New 
Field Address: Apartado 193, Chiclayo, 
PERU

BURKHART, LYNN and RUTH, S tateside 
Address: 1213 Lee View Cir., Olathe, KS 
66061

DOERR, STEVE and JOAN. Zimbabwe, Fur
loug h  A dd ress : 618  S ix th  Ave. S.E.. 
Jamestown, ND 58401 

GOODELL, GARY and JANICE, Swaziland, 
Furlough Address: 200 Nazarene Camp 
Rd . North East, MD 21901 

HOSKINS, MARTY and DEBBIE, Venezuela, 
Stateside Address: 11711 W. 53rd St., 

. Shawnee, KS 66203
JAKOBITZ, ARLEN and JOYCE, India, Fur

lough Address: 1990 Rock Springs Rd., 
Decatur, IL 62521 

KNOX, RICHARD and JEAN. Thailand, Field 
A d d re s s : PO Box 2 1 3 , K lo n g c h a n  
Bangkopi. Bangkok 10240, THAILAND 

McCARTY, MICHAEL and RACHEL, Tha i
land, New Field Address: PO Box 1113, 
Suan Phlu, Bangkok 10121, THAILAND

SANDERS, TERRY and JANE. APNTS, Field 
Address: APNTS, Ortigas Avenue Exten
s io n , K a y tik lin g . Tay tay, 1920  R izal, 
PHILIPPINES 

SAXON, RUTH, S tateside Address: 1100 
Am herst Dr., Dothan, AL 36301 

SLIN G ER LAN D , BERNIE and RHONDA. 
V enezue la , F ie ld  A d d re s s : A p a rta d o  
3977-1000, San Jose. COSTA RICA 

SWANSON, DWIGHT and KATHY. APNTS, 
Field Address: APNTS, O rtigas Avenue 
E x te n s io n , K a y tik lin g , T a y ta y , 1920  
Rizal, PHILIPPINES 

WESLEY, DAVID and GLYNDA. Argentina. 
Field A ddress: Casilla de C orreo 154. 
1629 Pilar, Buenos Aires. ARGENTINA 

ZICKEFOOSE. CRAIG and GAIL, Venezuela, 
Field Address: Apartado 132. San Anto
nio de los Altos, 1204-A, VENEZUELA

Announcements
BARTLESVILLE (OKLA.) FIRST CHURCH

w ill ce lebra te  its  75 th  ann ive rsa ry  Aug. 
31— Sept. 1 w ith M issouri D istrict Super
intendent Jack Eyestone speaking.

Rev. Rob McDonald encourages form er 
pastors, m em bers, and friends to jo in  in 
the celebration. For more inform ation, con
tact M rs. Karen Ew ers, P.O. Box 1375, 
B a rt le s v ille , OK 7 4 0 0 5 -1 3 7 5 , 9 1 8 -3 3 5 - 
3211.

CHICAGO ( IL L .)  CALVARY CHURCH
(form erly Emerald Avenue Church) w ill cel
ebrate its 70th anniversary Sept 22 w ith  
General Superin tendent Paul G. Cunning
ham speaking, fo llowed by a dinner.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited. For more inform ation, contact 
5536 W. 131st St., Crestwood. IL 60445, 
708-597-6122.

DALHART (TEXAS) CHURCH w ill ce le
brate its 75th anniversary Sept. 14-15. Ac
tiv ities include a 6:30 p .m . dinner Sept. 14 
at Dalhart Elementary School, fo llowed by 
a program . D istrict Superintendent Charles 
E. Jones w ill speak in the Sunday m orning 
service, fo llowed by dinner and a program 
at the school. Former pastors w ill receive 
special recognition.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t Nelda Jones, 
P.O. Box 391. Dalhart, TX 79022, 806-249- 
2630 or Pastor Jim m ye Cole, 1102 Keeler 
Ave.. Dalhart, TX 79022, 806-249-2777.

JACKSONVILLE (F L A .) U N IVER SITY  
BOULEVARD CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  
40 th  an n iversary Aug. 31— Sept. 1 w ith  
special guests North Florida D istrict Super
in tende n t D. M ood y G un ter and fo rm e r 
pastor R. W. Zollinhofer. The church 's ele
mentary school, Christian Heritage Acade
my, w ill celebrate its 20 th anniversary at 
the same tim e. Activ ities include a Satur
day a fte rnoon  barbecue cookou t and 10 
a . m . Sunday w orsh ip  service, fo llow ed by 
lunch and a 1:30 p .m . celebration service.

Former members and friends are invited 
to attend o r send greetings. For m ore in 
form ation. contact Martha Stephens. 3930 
University Blvd. S., Jacksonville, FL 32216. 
904-737-4755.

LEBANON (OREG.) CHURCH w ill ce le
brate its  50 th  an n iversary Sept. 15 w ith  
D istrict Superintendent Gerald Manker and 
A ss is ta n t D is tr ic t S up erin tendent James 
Healy speaking in the 10 a .m . service, fo l
lowed by a fe llo w sh ip  d inn e r and 2 p . m . 

service.
Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 

are invited to attend or send greetings. For

WIENECKE
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m ore in fo rm ation , call the church  office, 
541-451-1550.

PORTLAND (TENN.) CHURCH w ill cele
brate its 75th anniversary Sept. 21-22 w ith 
D istrict Superintendent J. Dennis Johnson 
speaking, fo llow ed by a meal and special 
afternoon activities.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n  o r to  RSVP, c o n ta c t 
C harles and A lice W alker, 211 G lendale 
Dr., Portland, TN 37148, 615-325-4376.

ROCHESTER (M IC H .) FIRST CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te its  75 th an n iversary Sept.
21-22. A ctiv ities include a Saturday ban
quet fo llow ed  by a concert, and a 10:30 
a . m . Sunday service w ith  D istrict Superin
tendent Stephen T. Anthony speaking, fo l
lowed by dinner.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t P asto r La rry  
Crum, 1520 W alton Blvd., Rochester Hills, 
M l 48309,810-571-5744.

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
6 4 1 3 1 . W il l ia m  J. P r in c e , c h a irm a n ; 
James. H. D iehl, v ice -cha irm an ; Paul G. 
Cunningham, secretary; Jerald D. Johnson, 
John A. Knight, Donald D. Owens.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cambridge, Olathe, KS 
66062; Orville W. Jenkins, 2309 W. 103rd 
S t., L e a w o o d , KS 6 6 2 0 6 ; W il l ia m  M.

G reathouse, 1179 Rosewood Tr., M ount 
Juliet, Tl\l 37122; Eugene L. Stowe, 5555
S. Em poria  Cir., E nglew ood, CO 80111- 
3635; Raymond W. Hurn, 7810 W. 118th, 
Overland Park, KS 66210.

Notice
Vita l S ta tis tics  are prin ted as soon as 

poss ib le  a fte r they are received. W hen 
subm itting inform ation, please observe the 
fo llow ing  guidelines:

DEATHS: Please p rov ide  name, age, 
hom etown, date of death, and the names 
of su rv ivo rs  and the ir re la tionship to  the 
deceased.

BIRTHS: Please provide parents’ names, 
hometown, name of child, sex of child, and 
date of birth.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please 
su b m it ch u rch  an nouncem en ts  at least 
three m onths prio r to the issue you want 
the notice to be printed in.

Please inc lude  yo u r name and phone 
num ber when su bm ittin g  in fo rm ation  fo r 
Vital S tatistics to:

Herald of Holiness 
c/o Vital Statistics 

6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131

E-Mail: 
<herald@nazarene.org>

“Anyone who would like to volunteer 
for one of our new committees, 

please signify by coughing, yawning, 
or fidgeting during my sermon.”

Come unto Me
Tom and weary 
I moved through the crowds 
surrounded by rasp laughter 
and loneliness dripping from me 
like wet clothes on a backyard line.

Music should be harmonious 
but it was a grating sound 
shattering my nerves 
and diverting my dreams.

I reached through the throngs,
and like the woman who touched His garment,
I felt the warmth of His Being
and heard the sound of His voice saying:
“Who touched Me?”
At His bidding, “Come unto Me,”
I fell at His feet
at the touch of His hands
I shed my old self
and walked into a new kingdom.

My life became a tapestry
loomed with Psalms and promises,
a changing sunset of beauty
and a separation from sin to cleansing.

Some call it religion- 
some call it a new leaf.
But I know the answer,
“I have been bom again.”

— Wauneta Hackleman

Crossword answers from page 41.
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NEWS OF RELIGION

Church Does Not Have to 
Return Tithe
The Crystal Evangelical Free Church 
has won a battle to keep tithes donated 
by a member who later declared bank
ruptcy. The decision came in a federal 
appeals court.

The Christian Legal Society (CLS) 
filed three friend-of-the-court briefs in 
the case and presented oral arguments in 
support of the church.

The appeals court agreed that confis
c a t in g  d o n a t io n s  m a d e  to a c h u rc h  
would substantially burden the church’s 
free exercise of religion. Applying the 
R e l ig io u s  F re ed o m  R e s to ra t io n  Act 
(RFRA), the court held that the bank
ruptcy t ru s tee ’s at tem pt to collect all 
available money for creditors was not a 
"compelling interest" that outweighed 
religious freedom. CLS attorney Steve 
McFarland said. "Paying debts is impor
tant, but keeping the government’s hand 
out o f  the offering plate is even more 
important."

States Gear Up to Prevent 
Homosexual Marriages
At least half of the states are moving to 
defend themselves from having to rec
ognize same-sex marriages if, as expect
ed, they become legal in Hawaii. This 
support o f  traditional marriage has re
ceived a boost from Rep. Bob Barr's (R- 
Ga.) Defense o f  M arriage Act, HR 3396.

The bill would define m arriage for 
purposes of federal law only as "a legal 
union between one man and one woman 
as husband and wife." More important
ly. the second section provides that no 
state shall be required to recognize as 
valid a marriage between persons of the 
same sex that was entered into in some 
other state. Each state is free to do what 
it w ishes, but the bill enab les  the 49 
states other than Hawaii to decide the 
same-sex marriage issue free from any 
cons ti tu t ional  com puls ion  that m ight 
arise under the Full Faith and Credit 
Clause of the Constitution. The Justice 
Department has written the subcommit
tee saying the bill is constitutional, and 
the president is expected to sign it.

In the gay magazine Out, one gay ac
tivist admitted that so-called gay mar

riage is "the final tool with which to dis
mantle all sodomy statutes, get educa
tion about homosexuality and AIDS into 
public schools, and in short, usher in a 
sea change in how society views and 
treats us . . .  a stellar opportunity to take 
on the religious right on its own turf—  
the landscape of the family.”

The National Institutes of Health O f
fice of Equal Opportunity is already ad
m onish ing  em p loyees  to avo id  using 
terms like "husband" and "wife" at work 
in deference to homosexual workers.

You may get a listing of your elected 
representatives on the World Wide Web. 
T he  a d d r e s s  fo r  C o n g r e s s  is 
<http://www.house.gov>.

Tax Exempt Status of 
Churches May Be Lost
For a variety of reasons, religious orga
nizations have historically been tax-ex
empt in the U.S.; however, that may not 
be the case in the future. Governments 
at all levels now consume about 39 per
cent o f  gross national income, up from 9 
percent in 1900. With such a healthy ap
petite, several states are looking at ways 
to tax property ow ned by tax-exem pt 
groups.

In Colorado, a November ballot ini
tiative targets a growing group of evan
gelical organizations and churches, in
c lu d in g  a la rg e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in 
Colorado Springs. Because passage of 
such legislation would be such a signifi
cant blow, religious organizations are 
expected to battle the initiative.

Christians are encouraged by the Na
t io n a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l s  
(NAE) to be active, registered voters. 
N A E 's  nonpartisan  Christian C i t izen 
ship Ministry will help members to reg
ister and vote knowledgeably on threats 
to their churches.

An Action M anual by Tim Crater and 
Stand Up and Be Counted  by the N A E ’s 
Robert Dugan are available, along with 
a video detailing steps Christians can 
take to make a difference in their gov
ernment.

For m ore in fo rm ation ,  write NAE, 
P.O. Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60189 (708- 
665-0500).

What If?
We come to You, Lord,

With our little crooked sticks 

Begging You to straighten them. 

Broken lives,

Broken promises,

All lie at Your feet 

Expecting Your mercy and grace. 

But—

What i f . . .

You want us to accept

Our crooked pieces of wood 

And learn to lean on You?

What i f . . .

You want us 

To live through a crisis 

Or an unfulfilled dream.

Some call it unanswered prayer, 

But—

What if through this?

We find 

Acceptance,

Tolerance,

And strength.

Dare we call it unanswered?

Dare we even ask—

What if?

—Marcia Krugh Leaser
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Over 6 0

Sour Gripes

C. Ellen Watts is a free lance  w rite r liv ing  
in N am pa, Idaho.

“ It ’s n o n e  o f  m y  b u s in e s s , o f  
c o u rse , but y o u  o u g h t to  d o  s o m e 
th in g  about th is h o u s e ,” sa id  the 
n e ig h b o r  w h o  had  c o m e  to  b orrow  
ou r ladder.

Other than that we owned more 
square feet of stuff than the com
bined measurements of our closets,
I hadn’t known the house had prob
lems.

He pointed to an inch-wide crack 
between the brick facing and the 
sidewalk leading to the front door. 
“This building,” he intoned, “is 
moving away from the sidewalk.”

As he shouldered the borrowed 
ladder and took his gloomy self 
back down the street, I smiled. The 
house was not moving away from 
the sidewalk, of course. After 40- 
some years of heaven-sent rain, the 
soil had shifted enough to move the 
sidewalk from where it may once 
have touched the house. Since the 
front steps began where the side
walk left off, they, too, had parted 
company with the brick by maybe a 
scant half inch.

According to Murphy’s Law, 
“Everything put together falls apart 
sooner or later.” If we lived in that

house for another 20 or 30 years, we 
might eventually need to consider 
redoing the cement work. Maybe 
not.

“Negative is not a positive way to 
live!” I considered shouting after our 
otherwise good neighbor. Knowing 
that if I 'd  served him my last half
glass of lemonade he’d have called 
the vessel half empty, I didn’t.
Gloom and doomers tend to get a 
mite stubborn and possessive over 
what some of us might call a bad 
habit of looking on the black side of 
every hole.

Having fed on sour gripes for the 
bulk of her woebegone life, Dad’s 
cousin, Kate, was a pro at pes
simism. Kate was older than Dad, 
and alone. Most Sunday afternoons, 
we had to take turns going with our 
parents to visit her. Mom, I think, 
would have relished tak
ing turns with us kids.
Spending her weekly 
scant half-day of rest 
with a habitual crape- 
hanger must have 
dunked her into the ulti
mate of pits.

If Dad told Kate the 
crops on her small farm 
looked good, she retort
ed that it would “soon 
hail and fix that.” M om ’s bouquet of 
roses “stank up the place.” And on 
and on.

If Kate had been but a worry wart, 
a few hugs might have cheered our 
miserable cousin from the negative 
world she’d designed for herself.
But Kate had practiced hard at look
ing on the dark side, and she wasn’t 
about to allow anyone’s good word 
to outweigh the fact that sooner or

later, the worst was bound to occur.
Like age and tight pajamas, nega

tive notions tend to creep up on a 
person. One day you were for what
ever might win folks to the Lord 
and build them up in Him, and the 
next day, it’s never been done that 
way before. Or hired, wired, or un
choired for that matter. Certainly 
not accompanied by such decibels.

The bulletin’s folded wrong, the 
building’s too costly, and the 
preacher uses/doesn’t use the NIV. 
While the congregation goes down
hill in a green persimmon basket led 
by Neil Diamond look-alikes, the 
young tuck church-logoed T-shirts 
into shorts to share cold water, and 
the changing face of church litera
ture looks suspiciously unholy. 
Eventually, ain’t nothin’ in all 
Christendom gonna turn out right.

Since it takes something like nine 
positives to clear away the mess left 
by a single negative, maybe the time 
has come to revive the old popular 
tune that said we should accentuate 
the positive, get clean rid of the 
negative, and never to mess with 
stuff landing in the cracks.

Could be that Robert Frost

penned these words just for naysay- 
ers:

I turned to speak to God 
About the world's despair;

But to make matters worse 
I found  God wasn't there.* 

God, like our little brick house, 
was still in His place. It had to be 
the sidewalk that moved.

'"Not All There,” from The Harper Religious and Inspirational 
Quotation Companion, Harper and Row, 1989.

She wasn’t about to allow 
anyone’s good word to outweigh 
the fact that sooner or later, the 
worst was bound to occur.
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Observer at Large

The Advantages of 
Disadvantages

John C. Bowling is p re s id e n t o f  O livet 
N azarene University.

Two r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  have me 
thinking about the advantages of dis
advantages.

One experience was a visit to our 
chapel service by Joni Eareckson Ta- 
da. As a teenager, Joni was injured in 
a diving accident that left her para
lyzed and confined to a wheelchair 
without the use of hands, arms, or 
legs. Nonetheless, she now has a 
worldwide influence for Christ.

Joni is the founder and president of 
Joni and Friends Ministries, an orga
nization dedicated to Christian min
istry among disabled persons. She is 
also known internationally as a gifted 
speaker, writer, singer, and artist. Joni 
spoke in quiet yet forceful tones: “J e 
sus turned  H is cross into a sym bol o f  
hope and  freedom . H is brokenness  
becam e an avenue to  g lorify  the F a 
ther. Can I do  any less? M y w heel
cha ir is the prison  G od has used  to 
se t m y spirit fre e !"

A second experience occurred dur
ing the commencement ceremony of 
the university. As names were being 
called and diplomas distributed, a 
young man was wheeled to the edge of 
the platform. Then, leaving his chair 
behind, he made his way, with the as
sistance of a walker, across the stage to 
receive his diploma. As he was head
ing toward the other side, he fell. Sev

eral individuals seated on the platform 
rushed to help him up. “1 can make it,” 
he said, and without assistance, he 
picked himself up. The crowd sponta
neously broke into applause as an ex
pression of support for his fortitude.

1 am confident that if these persons 
could change their circumstances and 
be physically whole once more, they 
would. But because they cannot 
change the outer person, they have 
come to grips more fully with the 
task of changing the inner person. 
Each one's limitation has become a 
lens through which to see Christ and 
His kingdom more clearly.

I am reminded of Paul’s '"thorn in the 
flesh”: “Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. But he 
said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weakness, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is 
why, for Christ’s sake, I de
light in weaknesses, in in
sults, in hardships, in perse
cutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Corinthians 
12:8-10, n i v ) .  One thing 
that limits our capacity to 
receive the strength of the 
Lord is reliance upon our 
own strength.

During Joni’s message, 
she looked out across a 
sea of healthy young people and with 
great tenderness and conviction re
minded them that there are many 
kinds of brokenness. A broken neck, 
a broken home, broken promises, 
shattered dreams— all of these can be 
avenues to find God’s grace and pow
er. The promise is that God works in 
all things for our good and His glory.

In the Book of Job, it says that God 
will test us and try us until we “come 
forth as gold.” When asked how long

he kept the gold in the fire, a gold
smith replied, “Until I can see my 
face in it.” It may well be that the dis
appointments, heartaches, and strug
gles of life compose the very process 
by which we become more like 
Christ. When life gets tough, we ei
ther break down or break through.

Sooner or later, our theology must 
become biography. We must experi
ence the truths we believe, and not all 
of them are experienced through plea
sure. Pain often amplifies the message 
we can’t otherwise hear.

Dr. M. Scott Peck opens his best
seller The R o a d  L ess Traveled  with 
this statement: “Life is difficult.” He 
continues by saying, “This is a great 
truth, one of the greatest truths. It is a 
great truth because once we truly see 
this truth, we transcend it.”

Problems are the litmus paper of 
human character. They show our true 
colors, and as we see ourselves more 
clearly, we can grow. Have you no
ticed that many of the psalms were 
born of difficulty, many of the epis
tles were written in prison, many of 
the messages of the prophets were 
sent to help prepare the people of 
God for times of trial? Perhaps James 
said it best: “Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that

the testing of your faith develops per
severance. Perseverance must finish 
its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything” 
(James 1:2-4, n i v ) .

The advantage of a disadvantage is 
that it often enables us to both see 
God more clearly and display His 
grace to others more fully. Thus, 
problems become either prisons or 
prisms. Let His light shine through 
the darkness. tfc

When life gets tough, we either 
break down or break through.

JOHN C. BOWLING
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Notes from an editor’s journal 
by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Know Any “ Good” Christians?

REASON FOR HOPE_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
c o n tin u e d  f r o m  p a g e  39

every human. It isn’t very difficult 
to grasp the concept well enough to 
provide a simple explanation o f  a 
loving God providing a plan of for
giveness for all who follow His Son 
Jesus as Lord.

How Hopeful Do You Look?
The fourth reason is certainly the 

most common— people don’t ask us 
to share the reason for our hope be
cause they d on’t see much hope in 
us!

If that is their perception , it is 
p ro b a b ly  o u r  rea l i ty .  In s te a d  o f  
hope, our world too often sees the 
same things in our lives that they 
experience in their own. Do they see 
discord, jealousy, anger, selfish am 
b i t io n ,  and  o th e r  s in fu l  h a b i ts ?  
G a la t ia n s  h as  a te rm  fo r  th e se  
things: acts of  the sinful nature. If 
we are authentic Christians, those 
around us will see love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith
fulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
T h ese  are  n o th in g  less  than  the 
virtues of Christ, which G od’s Spirit 
wants to develop in every Christian.

So what do we do about our real 
p ro b le m  o f  s e e m in g  to h av e  no 
more hope than the world? Do we 
bear down and try harder? Frederick 
Buechner rejects this approach as he 
w ri te s ,  “ You can m ak e  y o u rs e l f  
moral. You can make yourself reli
gious. But you cannot make your
self love. The only way to be truly 
loving is to thoroughly embrace the 
fact that Jesus knows who we really 
are, even in our sin, and he loves us 
so much that he died for us an y 
way.”

It is im p o ss ib le  to g ive  aw ay 
something we d o n ’t have. For too 
many, the Christian faith is a good 
theory, but they haven’t experienced 
its power to heal a marriage or to 
break an addiction. When we really 
comprehend what God has done for 
us, forgiving us right in the middle of 
our sin and offering to empower us as 
we follow Jesus as Lord, our hope 
shines through. ^

A re there “good” Christians and 
“bad” Christ ians? Depends on 
what you mean by good and bad, 
I guess. Many years ago, I made 

the mistake of telling a man who was do
ing some work for me, “Earl, you ’re a 
mighty good Baptist.” He seemed to take 
offense and shot back, “Oh no. None of 
us is good.” He then proceeded to quote 
Isaiah 64:6 to me, and I 
went into another  room 
wondering why he was so 
touchy.

I will leave it to you to 
deb a te  the q u es t io n  in 
your Sunday School class 
next week. (You do a t 
tend, don’t you?) For now,
I would like to tell you 
about a “good” Christian I 
happen to know.

Cathy and I once lived 
in a community where one 
of  our neighboring families w asn’t too 
neighborly. In fact, sometimes they were 
dow nrigh t rude. We would smile and 
wave and even try to meaningfully con
verse at the mailbox or across the fence, 
but nothing seemed to work.

Cathy and I discussed the matter and 
tried to figure out where we had gone 
wrong. It could have been the time their 
kid cussed our son, and I phoned them to 
report on the language he had used. (Joey 
may have deserved the cussing, but still, 
eight-year-olds shouldn't use that kind of 
language.) Then there was the time their 
kid walked into our house without being 
invited. We called about that one too.

Whatever the reason, it finally got to 
the point that our waves and “hellos” 
were greeted with stony indifference.

“I don’t care if they won’t wave back; 
we should  still be friendly  to th e m .” 
Cathy said.

I must admit that I wasn’t too quick to 
agree with her, but I did see her point.

Several weeks after this conversation, I 
got home to find the house deserted, ex
cept for our mindless Shih-Tzu. Shortly 
befo re  6 p . m . ,  C athy  and Joey  cam e 
rolling in with an armload of groceries. I

watched as Cathy ripped lids from boxes 
of Stouffer’s frozen lasagna and a Mrs. 
S m ith ’s cherry pie. She w rapped the 
items in foil and put them in a big box, 
tossed in a yard-long  loaf  of  French 
bread, and started heading out the door.

Being a bit hungry myself, and it being 
dinnertime, I asked: “Where are you go
ing?” She replied: “I just heard that the 

K rav itzes  were hit by 
l igh tn ing  and some of 
the ir  app l iances  were 
knocked out. I 'm  taking 
this over for their supper.” 

Well, blow me to the 
Bahamas. Here was my 
wife, taking what, by my 
es t im a t io n ,  was abou t 
$20 worth of food over to 
folks who wouldn’t even 
talk to us. But as I stood 
there thinking about it, I 
knew  tha t w hat C a thy  

was doing was the essence of the gospel. 
Jesus himself called for it in the Sermon 
on the Mount: “But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those who perse
cu te  you, tha t you m ay be sons [or 
daughters] o f  your Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:44-45, n i v ).

We have tried to teach Joey that love is 
more than an emotion. The best example 
we have of  it is o f  one Jesus Chris t  
stretched out, dying between earth and 
sky on a stony outcropping just outside 
Jerusalem. Showing love there wasn't a 
feel-good kind of thing. It took character, 
courage, and self-effacement the likes of 
which have never been equaled. Most 
importantly, it was an act performed on 
behalf of persons (like me and you) who 
aren't always very "neighborly.”

I am always proud of my wife (in a 
C h r is t ian  sort o f  w ay),  but I was 
especially so on that spring afternoon. 
She had shown our neighbors, our son, 
and me what it means to be a “good” 
Christian.

“ I don’t care if 
they w on’t wave  
back; we should 
still be friendly  

to th em .”
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Late N ews

Steve Spald
in g ,  3 3 ,  a 
g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t  at 
N o r t h w e s t  
N a z a r e n e  
C o l l e g e ,  

was killed June 5 in a bicy- 
c le-vehic le  accident on In
terstate 84 in Nampa, Idaho. 
S p a ld in g  w as  to  h a v e  r e 
ce ived  an M.Ed. degree  in 
school co u n se l in g  the fo l 
lowing Sunday.

A n a t i v e  o f  S i l v e r t o n ,  
C o l o . ,  a n d  a g r a d u a t e  o f

T he  1996 E a s te r  O ffe r in g  
fo r  W o r ld  E v a n g e l i s m  
topped $9.1 million for the 
se c o n d  c o n s e c u t iv e  y ea r ,  
acco rd ing  to S teve Weber, 
S te w a rd sh ip  D e v e lo p m e n t  
M inistr ies director. The fi
nal total for the Easter O f 
fe r in g  w as  $ 9 ,1 3 1 ,2 9 1 .4 2  
— just $110,195.66 short of 
the record offering received 
in 1993.

“ In a w o r ld  f i l le d  w ith  
n u m e ro u s  open  do o rs  that 
allow us to share the good 
n e w s  o f  J e s u s '  lo v e  an d  
c o m p a s s i o n ,  th is  t r e m e n 
dous outpouring o f  generos
ity  e x p r e s s e d  by  c a r i n g  
N azarenes  will m ake  eter-

W e s te rn  S ta te  C o l l e g e  in 
G u n n iso n ,  C olo .,  S pald ing  
w o rk e d  w i th  a t - r i s k  c h i l 
d r e n  at M o u n t a i n  C o v e  
Learning Center  in Boise.

He was described by his 
adv iser ,  R ich a rd  C ra ig ,  as 
an av id  o u td o o r sm a n  w ho 
e n j o y e d  b ik i n g  a n d  ro c k  
climbing. Spalding also was 
a helicopter mechanic in the 
National Guard.

A m em oria l  service was 
h e ld  J u n e  7 on  th e  N N C  
campus.

nal d if fe ren ce s  in e x p a n d 
ing G o d ’s k ingdom  around 
th e  w o r l d , "  W e b e r  s a id .  
“ T h e  p e o p le  c a l le d  N a z a 
renes should be congratu lat
ed for m aking this financial 
com m itm ent represented by 
this great offering.”

T h e  o f fe r in g  w ill  a l lo w  
the Church o f  the Nazarene 
to  c o n t in u e  to  e x p a n d  its 
missionary work, according 
to Weber.

The church now has offi
cial p resence  in 111 world  
a re as ,  w ith  p la n s  to  e n te r  
several new  fields as add i
t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  b e c o m e s  
available.

North Carolina 
Elects Barnes

J. M a rk
B a rn e s ,  53 ,  
w as  e le c te d  
s u p e r i n t e n 
d e n t  o f  th e  
N o r t h  C a r 
o l i n a  D i s 

trict June 20, acco rd ing  to 
G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
John  A. K night.  T he  e le c 
tion cam e on the fifth ballot 
by the North Caro lina  D is
trict Assem bly.  Barnes a c 
ce p te d  the  call and  began  
his new assignment July 21.

Barnes m oved  to the su
p e r i n t e n d e n c y  f r o m  th e  
p a s t o r a t e  o f  C h a r l o t t e ,  
N .C .,  P inev i l le  C h u rc h  o f  
the Nazarene, where he had 
s e r v e d  s in c e  F e b r u a r y  
1995. Prior  to this he pas- 
tored churches in Michigan, 
I l l i n o i s ,  A l a b a m a ,  M i s 
s o u r i ,  I n d i a n a ,  a n d  W e st  
Virginia. He was o rda ined  
in T967 on the  W est V ir 
ginia District.

B arnes a t tended  T revec-  
ca  N a z a r e n e  C o l l e g e  and  
w as  o r d a in e d  in 1967 on  
the West V irginia D istrict.  
He and his wife, Lucy, have 
a son, John Mark.

The election was p rom pt
ed  by the re t i rem en t o f  D. 
E u g e n e  S i m p s o n ,  w h o  
served as superintendent of 
the North Caro lina  District 
for 10 years. Prior to this he 
pastored churches including 
Marion. Ohio, First; W ichi
ta, Kans., Linwood; A nder
son, Ind., G oodw in  M em or
ial; P o m p a n o  B each ,  Fla.; 
and Gainesv il le ,  Fla., S u b 
urbia.

S im pson is a graduate of  
Trevecca N azarene College 
and  N az a ren e  T h eo lo g ica l  
Seminary. He was honored  
with the docto r  o f  d iv inity  
degree by T N C  in 1991.

Spruce Appointed
J a m e s  R. 
S p r u c e ,  54 ,  
s e n i o r  p a s 
to r  o f  F lin t,  
M ich .,  C e n 
tra l  C h u r c h  
o f  the  N a z 

a rene ,  has  been  ap p o in te d  
s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the  N e 
b ra sk a  D is tr ic t ,  a c c o rd in g  
to  G en e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
D o n a ld  D. O w en s .  S p ruce  
began  his new  as s ig n m e n t  
Aug. 1.

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  
p rom pted by the retirement 
o f  D w ig h t  N e u e n s c h w a n -  
der, w ho had served as su 
per in tenden t o f  the distric t 
since 1985. Phil Riley, for
m e r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  M in 
istries director, was elected 
to s u c c e e d  N e u e n s c h w a n -  
d e r  on  the  10th b a l lo t  by 
the  N e b r a s k a  D is t r ic t  A s 
sembly June 21. Riley sub 
sequently dec lined  the call, 
w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  th e  a p 
pointm ent by O wens.

S p ru c e  is a g r a d u a te  o f  
Bethany  N azarene  College  
and  N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
S e m i n a r y .  H e  h o l d s  a 
D .M in .  d e g r e e  f ro m  M c 
C orm ick  Theologica l S em i
nary. He se rv e d  as s e n io r  
p as to r  at F lin t  C e n tra l  for 
a lmost seven years. Prior to 
th is  he p a s to re d  in W a s h 
ington. Texas, Illinois, and 
M ic h ig a n .  S p ru c e  and  his 
w i f e ,  K a r e n ,  h a v e  th r e e  
ch i ld ren ,  C y n th ia .  S teven ,  
and Sharolyn.

P r io r  to  s e rv in g  in N e 
b r a s k a .  N e u e n s c h w a n d e r  
w as  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the 
N ew  Z e a la n d  D is t r ic t  fo r  
f ive  y ea rs .  B e fo re  th is  he 
w as  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e v a n g e 
lism at N azarene Bible C o l
lege and served in E vange
l i s m  M i n i s t r i e s .  H e  a l s o  
p a s t o r e d  c h u r c h e s  in 
Kansas and Colorado.

SNU Women’s Program Ranked Third
A r e c o r d - s e t t in g  y e a r  fo r  
the Southern Nazarene U ni
versity w o m en ’s sports pro
g r a m  r e s u l t e d  in a th i r d -  
p la c e  n a t io n a l  r a n k in g  in 
N A IA  A ll-Sports  c o m p e t i 
t io n .  T h e  S N U  w o m e n  
achieved the ranking with a 
total o f  125 points fo l lo w 
ing th e i r  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  
year in sports.

T he L ady R edsk ins  b a s 
ketball team won their third 
s tra igh t N a t iona l  C h a m p i 
o n sh ip ,  and  S N U  g rab b e d

an individual National Title 
in the w o m e n ’s indoor 800 
meters. The university also 
posted its best finish ever in 
w o m en ’s soccer with a third 
place national finish. W om 
e n ’s teams in cross country, 
tennis,  and g o lf  also m ade  
national appearances.

T h e  N A I A  A l l - S p o r t s  
c o n te s t  m e a s u r e s  the  s u c 
cess o f  an institu tion’s over
all a th letic p rogram  by the 
a c c u m u la t io n  o f  p o in ts  at 
all levels.

NNC Grad Student Dies in Accident

Easter Offering Tops $9.1 Million
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NEXT
DILI  in yo u r spiritual 
jou rney? The Satisfied H eart Topical Bible 
S tu d y  Series is the right place to start. 
Designed for personal spiritual form ation, 
one-on-one m entoring, or group study, this 
series offers refreshing insights that dare to 
"dig a little deeper" by challenging you  to 
grow  in yo u r spiritual journey w ith  God. 
A n  instruction guide for sm all-group lead
ers is included.

R eady
TO TAKE 
THE
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AVOIDING ABUSIVE 
LIFESTYLES

Rediscover God's Word 
Through Sunday School!

W o r d A c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e
RESOURCES THAT ARE

■  TRUE TO THE WORD -W ordA ction helps you
lead students o f  all ages through the m ajor them es and sections o f 
Scripture. 1

I TRUE TO LIFE— W ordAction helps you challenge your 
class m em bers to m ove beyond m ere head know ledge and apply 
G od 's Word to life.

■  T R U E  T O  T H E  C H U R C H   W ordAction helps
you build Christian character and understanding with an em phasis on 
holy living.

P L U S
■  Award-Winning Church Hour Kits
Koinonia Kids and Kinder Church P ow er P ack  are recognized 
by the leading m agazine for ch ild ren’s m inistry as two o f  the 
top six products available from  any publisher.

■  The Dialog Series—a  unique feature o f  our 
Sunday School m aterials— 20 topical studies to choose from 
for adult classes that want to tackle a current issue as a 
change o f  pace.
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