











Ordinations

(Abot/eJ1996 Dakota District ordinand class: (.
tor.): District Superintendent R. J. Wegner, Rev.
Ernie and Kristina Hockett, Debbie and Rev.
Craig Bickel, and General Superintendent Jer-
ald D.Johnson.

(Above): 1996 South Arkansas District ordinand
class (I. to r.): District Superintendent Russell
Branstetter, Rev. Jim and Sharon Wilkins, Rev.

Jeffery and Marla Wolfe, Rev. Michele John-

ston, Carolyn and Rev. J. B. Evans, and General
Superintendent Jerald D. Johnson.
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(Right) 1996 Anaheim District ordinand class (.

to r.): District Superintendent Thomas L. Goble,
Rev. James and Amy Payton, Dr. Bao-Yee Liu,
and General Superintendent William J. Prince.

(Above) 1996 Northern Michigan District ordi-
nand class (I. to (.): General Superintendent Jer-
ald D. Johnson, Rev. James and Louise Harvey,
Janis and Rev. William Lowe, and District Su-
perintendent Milton E. Hoose.

(Below) 1996 Chicago Central District ordinand
class (I. tor.): General Superintendent Paul G.
Cunningham, Rev. Brad and Lori Lee, Rev. Tim-
othy and Ellen Stidham, Rev. Patrice and
Robert Wells, and District Superintendent E.
Keith Bottles.

(Left) 1996 Canada Central District ordinand class
(. to r.): General Superintendent James H. Diehl,
Rev. Carl and Rev. Barbara Moulton, Rev. Rodney
and Kara Murphy, Rev. Harold and Phyllis Cobb,
Rev. Octavio and Gena Torres, and District Super-
intendent Ronald G. Fry.

(Below) 1996 Metro New York District ordinand
class (front): Rev. Trevor and Jennifer St. Hill,
Rev. Alexander Madrigal, Rev. Amanda Arbole-
da Madrigal, Rev. Vilma Benjamin, Rev. Lynette
Holloway, and Jane and Rev. Larry Abate.
(Back): District Superintendent Dallas D. Mucci
and General Superintendent Jerald D. Johnson.

(Below) 1996 Sacramento District ordinand
class (I. to r.): General Superintendent John A.
Knight, Rev. Paul and Tammy Slaton, Rev. Tim
and Pam Gerdes, Rev. Perry and Michelle Arbo-
gast, Rev. Steve and Barbara Sheets, Rev. Bill
and Nancy Sawyer, Rev. Scott and Ronda Walk-
er, Rev. Bruce and Carolyn Colburn, Rev. Jim
and Carol Smith, Rev. Jim and Esther Hanson,
and District Superintendent Ron Greeno.
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THE RADICAL OPTIMIS

by John A. Knight, general superintendent, Church ofthe Nazarene

Photo by Kingswood Images
Art by Tim Nyberg

This article is excerpted from an address delivered at the Christian
Holiness Association, April 24, 1996, Indianapolis.

remarkable renais-

sance is taking place

in Wesley studies. His

blend of theology and

ministry is attractive.

His insistence on dis-

cipleship fits the cur-

rent emphasis on

growth, spiritual formation, and
renewal.

The best of Wesley’s theology
emerged from his sermons. He de-
veloped his theology not in the
ivory tower but in the market-
place. His theology is life-cen-
tered, not idea-saturated.

| have chosen to highlight Wes-
ley’s radically optimistic teachings
with a simple fourfold formula,
borrowed from Wesleyan theolo-
gian Philip Watson. (1) All men
need to be saved; (2) All men can
be saved; (3) All men can know
they are saved; and (4) All men
can be saved to the uttermost. |
will follow this outline, changing
the wording slightly.

The central doctrine of Wes-
leyanism is the doctrine of re-
demption. As Paul said, “Christ
died for our sins ... he was buried

. he was raised on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures”
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4, rsv). Christ
came to bring deliverance from:

the guilt of sin—justification

the power of sin—conversion

the pollution of sin—entire sanc-
tification

the effects of sin— glorification

The atonement of Christ deals
not only with the manifestations
of sin but with the fountainhead of
sin; not only with the symptoms
but with the disease itself.
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If that's not the “radical opti-
mism" of grace, then | wouldn’t
know where to find it.

1. ALL OF US NEED TO
BE SAVED

The reason is simple—all peo-

Chri?tlf"ar?re sinners. They are either

self-indulgent sinners like the
prodigal son or self-righteous sin-
ners like his elder brother, or else,
like most of us, they are some-
thing of both. “All have sinned
and [do now] fall short of the glo-
ry of God” (Romans 3:23, niv,
emphases added).

You don’t have to be a Christian
to realize that something is wrong
with the human race. Everyone
seems to be asking, especially in
America, “What is wrong?”

Wesley asked the same question
in the 18th century and concluded
that the fundamental problem was
human sinfulness. The first step in
understanding our Wesleyan her-
itage is to understand the depth
and tragedy of human sinfulness.

This doctrine was not popular
in Wesley’s time. The prevailing
view was one of “optimistic hu-
manism,” cheerful faith in the
possibilities of mankind. All that
people needed was more knowl-
edge, more education, more en-
lightenment. Liberal theologians
earlier in this century said essen-
tially the same thing. That posi-
tion is not optimism but blind
“unrealism.” Against this false
view, Wesley set the Christian
doctrine of “original sin.”

Some still deny the objective
reality of sin altogether; others de-
ny its power and explain it as the

absence of goodness; still others
excuse it by saying, “Nobody’s
perfect.” We need a fresh affirma-
tion of the reality and danger of
sin. You see, we need a Savior on-
ly if we need saving; we need a
Savior only if we cannot save our-
selves. This is why Wesleyan
thought began with: all of us need
to be saved.

If sin were a “thing,” we might
find some way to rid ourselves of
it or cut it out surgically. But be-
cause it is a spirit, a power, an in-
fection of our humanity, the only
option is transformation. We can-
not try hard enough, learn enough,
or worship enough to heal our-
selves. The solution is transforma-
tion. We all need to be saved. We
all need a Savior!

2. ALL OF US CAN BE
SAVED

Wesley never spoke of sin's ef-
fects without also speaking of the
remedy. Some preachers spend 90
percent of their time speaking of
the disease and 10 percent of the
remedy. There is power for the
powerless. There is help for
the helpless. There is a cure for the
disease. One of Wesley’s favorite
texts was: “Here is a trustworthy
saying . . . Jesus came into the
world to save sinners” (1 Timothy
1:15, niv). God took the initiative.
“God commendeth [demonstrates,
nkjv] his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Romans 5:8).

To be saved is to be delivered
from the power and dominion of
sin. Sin no longer reigns over one
who has been saved. That one
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For the grace of God that
brings salvation has
appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age,
looking for the blessed
hope and glorious
appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ,
who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us
from every lawless deed
and purify for Himself His
own special people,
zealous for good works
(Titus 2:11 14, nkjv).

goes out of the sinning business,
having been freed from the
bondage of sin. Christ “breaks the
power of cancelled sin; / He sets
the prisoner free." Wow! Is that
“radical optimism,” or what?
Charles Wesley captures the
theme of triumph over sin in his
classic hymn “And Can It Be?”
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast hound in sin and na-

ture's night.
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning
ray.
I woke; the dungeon flamed
with light.
My chainsfell off; my heart was
free.
I rose, wentforth, and fol-
lowed Thee.

3. ALL OF US CAN KNOW

WE ARE SAVED
An assured faith is one of the

Septkmbhr 1996

central themes in Wesleyan theol-
ogy. One does not have to live
with a “hope-so,” “think-so,”
“maybe-so” faith. It is the min-
istry of the Holy Spirit to bear wit-
ness to us that we are the children
of God. Wesley’s favorite verse

regarding this is Romans 8:16:
"The Spirit [Himself, nkjv]
beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God.”
What is it that we know when we
know we are saved? We know we
are justified—pardoned and accept-
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ed by God. We know we have been
reconciled to God and adopted into
the family of God. We know we
have been regenerated, made new,
“bom from above,” raised from the
grave of trespasses and sin, and
quickened to new life in Christ.

And how does one know? By
the witness and fruit of the Spirit.
Wesley talked about the objective
witness, by which he meant God’s
Word and promise. “If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (1
John 1:9).

Then Wesley spoke of the sub-
jective or inner witness. This in-
cludes the direct witness of God’s
Spirit with the penitent believer
—no condemnation, only comfort
and pleasure in the presence of
God. It is a “divine evidence and
conviction that what God hath
promised, he is able to perform”
and “that he is able and willing to
do it now,” and a “divine evidence
and conviction that he does it. In
that hour it is done. 'According to
thy faith be it unto thee!” Look for
it then every day, every moment.”1

This subjective or inner witness
also involves the indirect witness
of the Spirit—thefruit of the Spir-
it is demonstrated in one’s daily
walk— “love, joy, peace, longsuf-
fering, kindness, goodness, faith-
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fulness, gentleness, self-control”
(Galatians 5:22-23, nkjv). This
Charles Wesley hymn says it well:
His Spirit to us He gave,
And dwells in us we know;
The witness in ourselves we
have.
And all its fruits we show.

This assurance is not arrogance,
spiritual conceit, or self-confi-
dence. It is confidence in God
alone, the opposite of pride.

4. ALL OF US CAN BE
SAVED TO THE UTTER-
MOST

For Wesley, the work of salva-
tion is not completed with “con-
version” or even with assurance.
The believer must go on to “entire
sanctification™ or “Christian per-
fection.”

Using John’s terminology (1
John 2), Wesley held there are
several stages in the Christian life:
“little children” (babes in Christ);
“young men” (those who have be-
gun to be established in the faith
and assured); and “fathers” (those
made perfect in love).

But even “babes in Christ” do
not commit sin—a willful trans-
gression of God’s law. The power
and dominion of sin is broken.
“Whosoever is born of God sin-
neth not; but he that is begotten of
God keepeth himself, and that
wicked one toucheth him not” (1
John 5:18). He does not sin “will-
fully” or “habitually.” Every true
Christian is so far perfect as not to
commit sin, Wesley taught.

Of new Christians Wesley says,
“How naturally do we imagine . . .
during the warmth of our first
love, . . . that because we feel no
sin, we have none in us.”2But until
one goes on to entire sanctification
or Christian perfection, the sinful
nature remains, though does not
reign, in the heart of the believer.

Entire sanctification is deliver-
ance from the pollution of in-be-
ing sin— from sinful pride, the
selfish will, the spirit of self-sov-
ereignty. The Christian will have
no doubt of the favor of God, but
he will come to a “conviction,

wrought by the Holy Spirit,” of
"the sin" that still remains in the
heart (spoken of about 28 times by
the apostle Paul between Romans
chapters 5 and 8), the “carnal
mind,” which remains even in
those who are regenerated—al-
though it no longer reigns.

The believer, with the gentle re-
proof of the Spirit, discerns in
time a mixture of evil (un-Christ-
likeness)— “so that now [we] are
more ashamed of our best duties
than formerly of [our] worst
sins.”' We confess our absolute
helplessness to think one good
thought, to form one good desire,
or to perform one good action, but
through Christ’s grace.

To be “crucified with Christ”
describes a deliverance from in-
ward as well as outward sin. There
is

a sinful self to be crucified with
Christ;

a true self to be realized in
Christ;

a human self to be disciplined
by Christ.

Whatever else may be said, for
Wesley, the essence of entire sanc-
tification is love (agape)— God’s
kind of love. Entire sanctification
is Christlike love so filling the
heart that sin is excluded or ex-
pelled. The sanctified Christian
“loves God with all his heart, and
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Dr. John A. Knight delivering the message on the radical optimism of grace to the Christian
Holiness Association Convention in Indianapolis.

WE\IEED A SAVIOR ONLY IF WE NEED SAVING;
WE NEED A SAVIOR ONLY IF WE CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES.

with all his soul, and with all his
mind, and with all his strength; so
Jesus now reigns alone in his heart,
the Lord of every motion there.”4

For Wesley, there is no holiness
apart from social holiness, in
which one actively seeks the wel-
fare of even one’s enemies. Chris-
tian holiness is not merely a pri-
vate, esoteric experience with the
divine (“Just Jesus and me”)—it is
love for God and others, loving
our neighbor as ourselves. Can
you imagine a more “radical opti-
mism”? Who would not want to
live in a society like that?

Christian perfection does not
mean “perfect” in knowledge; nor
freedom from ignorance or mis-
takes or poor judgment; nor deliv-
erance from temptations or infir-
mities; nor from thoughts of evil,
but from evil thoughts in which
we glut the imagination and relish
the thought.

Consequently, Wesley would
not speak of “sinless” perfection
but of “Christian™ perfection.

September 1996

The motivation can be right,
though the action may be flawed.
However, the entirely sanctified
will not justify the poor actions
but will ask forgiveness and offer
rectitude.

Christian perfection is power
over sin.

It is radical dependence on
Christ.

It is equipment for ministry.

It is an impetus to continued
growth in grace.

It manifests itself in social con-
cern.

It seeks to exalt Christ and
demonstrate His Spirit.

To understand the meaning of
Christian perfection, one must
look at Jesus’ use of the term in
Matthew 5. It is going the second
mile, giving up one’s cloak as
well as coat, turning the other
cheek, praying for one’s enemies.

In short, it is Christlikeness.
Christlikeness is holiness, and in-
creasing Christlikeness is increas-
ing holiness. There is no “ceiling”

to the life of holiness. None of us
has yet “arrived.” God is not
through with us yet.

And yet the love of God can
come into the heart and life now
until it is finally perfected at the
last day— “Till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, un-
to a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13-14, em-
phasis added).

We all ask ourselves: Is this
message that has been bequeathed
to us still relevant in our world of
technological expansion and infor-
mation superhighways? The radi-
cal optimism inherent in our her-
itage only permits one possible
answer—a resounding, positive
affirmation— “YES!I™ It is our gift
to the 21st century!

Bob Reardon tells a story about
a grandfather sitting in a lawn chair
swing while two youngsters tear
about the darkened yard, chasing
fireflies on a hot summer’s night.
The skies are suddenly made bright
by a meteor shower, which alarms
the children. They run to Grandpa,
crying, “The sky is falling! The sky
is falling!” Grandpa puts his big
arms around them, one on each
side. After they have quieted, he
points to the great constellations of
Orion and Ursa Major. “See those
big stars?” he asks. “They haven't
budged an inch.”

We hear from many quarters
that we have moved into the post-
Christian era, that the lights of
Christ’s Church are going out, and
we will soon be engulfed in total
darkness. “You see those big
stars”— that infinite constellation
of grace—salvation, justification,
regeneration, adoption, entire
sanctification, holiness, healing,
unity through the indwelling Spir-
it?

“They haven't budged an inch."”

1. Here Dr. Knight collects a number of exhortations from
sections 15-18 of John Wesley's sermon "The Scripture Way
of Salvation.” See John Wesley's Fifty-three Sermons, Ed-
ward H. Sugden, ed. (Nashville: Abingdon, 1984), 731-33.

2. John Wesley, “The Wilderness State," Sugden, 589.

3. John Wesley, “The Repentance of Believers,” Sugden,
679.

4. John Wesley, “A Plain Account of Christian Perfection,” in
Works, Vol. XI, 384. n
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M issing the Sunset

by T. W. Mitchell, pastor.

Church ofthe Nazarene, Ashwood, South Carolina

ill Gaither, in his delightful
book / Almost Missed the Sun-
set, said, “One time 1was an-
gry over something that had
happened in our church, and 1
spouted off about it. Uncle
Jess calmed me by saying sim-

I remember another time when |
believe | was right and wrong. | re-
ceived a phone call from my father
asking if I had seen Mother or any of
the children. He was drinking at the

ply, ‘Bill, you know, you can be right

and still be wrong.” How true. | may
have been right in my opinion, right in
my conviction, ... but 1was surely
wrong about how | expressed it."

This happens time and time again
in life. A person can be right and
wrong at the same time. And when
your conviction is right but your spirit
is wrong, you will miss the sunset.

1 remember an incident that hap-
pened when | was just a boy. 1was out
playing with some of the neighbor
boys one afternoon and lost my sling-
shot. One of the other guys, an obnox-
ious kid named Buster Buchanan,
found it but refused to give it back.
That evening, as his family sat at the
supper table, | barged in, demanding
that he give me my slingshot. Buster
refused, and we scuffled. I really can't
remember who started it, but Buster’s
mom ended it. She took the slingshot
and invited me to leave.

I went home and told my parents that
Buster had my slingshot and wouldn't
give it back. Dad said he would go and
talk with our neighbor the next day. He
did. and when | got home, 1 was not
pleased with what happened. Mrs.
Buchanan had told him about the scene
at the supper table. Dad told me that al-
though | was right in wanting my sling-
shot back, | was wrong in what 1 had
done to get it back. The next thing |
knew, 1 was standing on the Bu-
chanans’ front porch, blurting out an
apology. Mrs. Buchanan smiled, wiped
her hands on her red-checkered apron,
and presented me with one pat on the
head and one slingshot. | was right, but
I was also wrong.
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time and threatened Mother and the
children. They left the house and went
out into the fields to hide. | was really
upset and had every intention of going
to the house after | got off work and.
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LLIGERENCE AFFECTS BOTH THE EYESIGHT AND THE
SOUL. YOU CAN NEITHER SEE NOR APPRECIATE A SUNSET.

if necessary, using physical force to
let him know that he was not to abuse
Mother or the children in any way.
Before leaving the shop, | picked up a
wrist pin to use if it came down to a
fight between us. The wrist pin fit
snugly in my hand, and when | made
a fist, it would give me a solid punch.
Dad and | met and talked and argued
and threatened each other but never
did fight. | believe | was right in
wanting to protect Mother and the
children, but 1 was totally wrong in
the way lwent about it.

Several years later, | had the privi-
lege of leading my father to Christ.
That put an end to his drinking, and for
the rest of his life, he was a good hus-
band and the kind of father that was a

September’s
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joy to be with. | often wonder if I
would have had the privilege to “pray
him through” if we had fought that af-
ternoon. Would he have lost all respect
for me and | for him? Would he have
come by the shop that Saturday after-
noon, a broken man at the end of his
row, and asked me to come by after
work to help him get his life straight-
ened out? | wonder! | think | was right
in motive but completely wrong in
thinking that a fight would settle the is-
sue. A fistfight with my dad would
have caused us both to miss the sunset.

In the church, we have similar situa-
tions. We may be right in wanting to
defend the church, but we may be ab-
solutely wrong in the way we go about
it. As Gaither said, sometimes we get

angry over things that happen in the
church and spout off about it. The gen-
tle but firm reminder from his uncle
calmed him, and he was made to realize
that you can be right and still be wrong.

In most churches, there are those
who are right in opinion, right in con-
viction, right in judgment about some
issue, but they are wrong in the way
they go about trying to change the is-
sue. At such times, we need a dear
saint to calm us with a gentle but firm
reminder, “You can be right and still
be wrong.” You have already missed
too many sunsets.

Lord, please help me when | am
right about an issue in the church not
to be wrong in the way | try to change
it. Being wrong, even when 1am right,
will lead to hurtfeelings, misunder-
standings, strife, and division. Help
me, Lord, to commit the problem to
You, and give me the patience | need
to wait on Your answer. Help us not to
let anger rob us of the tranquility of
another sunset. This | pray in Jesus'
name, and for the sake of churches
everywhere. Amen. n

5. In 1988 our churches reported 912 associate pastors. How
many were reported in 1995?

A. 1,297

B. 1,402

C. 566 D. 814

tQ u z

1. The former private pilot for Oral Roberts who has turned
into a multimillionaire televangelist and has produced a
movie starring himself as a born-again gunslinger named
Wichita Slim is:
A. Chuck Swindoll
B. Kenneth Copeland

C. Rev. lke
D. Bennie Hinn

2. On May 6, 1996, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower
court ruling that a cross that stood with a covered wagon, oil
derrick, and a train had to be removed from the official seal
depicting the history of which of these cities?
A. Vernon, Texas C. Independence, Kansas
B. Salem, Oregon D. Edmond, Oklahoma

3. Fifty-three percent of Nazarene pastors attended one of
our eight liberal arts colleges. About 22 percent attended
Nazarene Theological Seminary. What percent attended
Nazarene Bible College?

A. 16.6% B. 36.6% C. 46.6% D. 6.6%

4. According to official statistics from the general secretary’s
office, there were 329 evangelists in the Church of the
Nazarene in 1988. In 1995 there were:

A. 401 B. 126 C. 296 D. 39
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6. According to American Enterprise, among the persons
classified as “poor” in America, 93 percent have televisions
and 72 percent own washing machines. How many also own
microwaves and VCRs?

A 30% B. 60% C.70% D. 15%

7. How many American Indian tribes own a casino license?
A. 40 B. 60 C. 85 D. 90

8. California counselor Diane Kelly comforts how many “pet
bereavement clients” each week?
A. 10 B. 15 C. 20 D. 30

9. In a recent poll reported by the Washington Post, 60 per-
cent of persons questioned didn’t know that the government
spends more on Medicare than foreign aid, and 75 percent
did not know that senators serve six-year terms. What per-
cent could not name the vice president?

A. 60% B. 45% C. 27% D. 10%

10. Which of these denominations give church secretaries
the largest paychecks each week?
A. Church of the Nazarene C. United Methodist Church
B. Disciples of Christ D. Mennonites

Answers:

Q-01 V-6 :0-8 :q-Z :g-9 v-S :0t v-£ -QZ :g'l.
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wm You Help Us

CELEBRATE OUR
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY?

by Ray Hendrix, director, Publications International

ho would have
imagined that a de-
cision made at the
1944 General As-
sembly would have
had such extensive,
long-lasting ramifi-

the Spanish Department,” re-
plied Dr. Jones.

Reza was flabbergasted. He
had come to Kansas City ex-
pecting to be told what his as-
signment would be. He had
nothing planned on paper and

cations. The decision wasadhteethink quickly to recon-

fold:

1. Begin a graduate theological
seminary (today— Nazarene
Theological Seminary).

2. Start the Nazarene Ra-
dio League (today— World
Mission Radio).

3. Start a Spanish Depart-
ment for the development
of church literature in Span-
ish (today— Publications
International).

In his book A Cup of
Warm Ink, author Franklin Cook
describes Dr. H. T. Reza's first
day on the job.

It was a hot, muggy, June day
in 1946 when H. T. Reza ar-
rived in Kansas City to assume
his new position. On Monday
morning, after a weekend of
settling in the old Collinwood
Hotel, which had become the
Seminary Hall of the newly or-
ganized Nazarene Theological
Seminary, Reza reported to the
office of Dr. C. Warren Jones
for work. (Dr. Jones was the ex-
ecutive secretary of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Missions.)

"l am here, Dr. Jones, and
ready for work. What do you
wish me to do?”

“Well, tell me your plans for
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struct some of the earlier ideas
which he had placed in writing.

World
Mission
literature

“ ..The word ofthe Lord endureth forever.

-1 Peter 1:25

“It seems to me that three ba-
sic things are needed as a start.
First, a Spanish Herald of Holi-
ness. Second, Sunday School
materials for adults. Third, Sun-
day School literature for chil-
dren.”

That is how it began 50 years
ago, but that is not the way it has
remained. Under the leadership of
Dr. H. T. Reza from 1946 to 1982,
and Dr. Bennett Dudney from
1982 to 1992, the Spanish Depart-
ment has evolved into a depart-
ment assigned with the task of co-
ordinating the development and
distribution of Holiness literature
in more than 70 language groups
where the Church of the Nazarene
is present around the world. Since
1992, it has been my privilege to

follow these influential leaders in
managing the global ministry of
Publications International.

The current staff of 24 employ-
ees develops literature in Spanish,
Portuguese, and Intercultural En-
glish (ESL). They also do the mar-
keting and the processing of or-
ders from our 3,000 or more
regular customers from all over

the Spanish- and Portu-

guese-speaking world as

well as English-speak-

ing markets. Through the

Books in Mission program,

thousands of donated books

are also processed and sent

to the ministerial education-

al centers around the world.

As | look into the final

years of the 1900s and into

the beginning of a new millenni-
um, | am challenged by:

1. Our international growth as a
denomination.

2. The fast-moving and rapidly
changing technology.

3. The supersonic speed with
which once illiterate societies are
educating themselves.

4. The decentralization and
downsizing trends in our evolving
global society.

5. The cost involved in develop-
ing and supplying literature to the
global Holiness community.

It is exciting to realize that if
the Lord tarries in His return, Pub-
lications International will enter
its second 50 years of existence
with the same objectives and
dreams that were evident in the
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mind of its founder, Dr. H. T.
Reza. Namely: the development of
Holiness literature for evangelistic
purposes, training of future Holi-
ness ministers and workers, bibli-
cal studies for all ages—children
through adults, discipleship mate-
rials for laity, hymnology that
conforms to our Wesleyan tradi-
tion, and books, magazines, and
related products that nurture, edi-
fy, and strengthen the faith of new
as well as established Christians.
The long-range benefits of P. I.’s
ministry are eternal. As a global
team, we prioritize things in keep-
ing with the mandate given to us
in the Great Commission.

At first glance, however, the
current needs seem overwhelm-
ing. And it is true that trying to
help finance the development of
Holiness literature in more than 70
languages involves heavy finan-
cial investment. The reality is that
as we celebrate our 50th anniver-
sary, we are also faced with yearly
needs of nearly $1 million in order

Vital Statistics

to translate and print non-English
Holiness literature globally.
Therefore, Publications Interna-
tional has established the World

H. T. Reza, founding director of what is now
Publications International (Nazarene
Archives).

Mission Literature Fund in order
to begin meeting these urgent
needs. Launched in September of

1995, the World Mission Litera-
ture Fund is designed to generate
funding through the donations of
committed Nazarenes globally
who will contribute $25 a year for
literature development.

In 1946 the Church of the Naza-
rene was relatively small, and the
world economy was concentrating
on trying to rebuild itself after a
very costly World War Il. Today,
the Church of the Nazarene is
much larger, and the global econo-
my healthier. We are calling on
Nazarenes everywhere to join us in
this effort, allowing non-English-
speaking Christians everywhere to
benefit from Holiness printed ma-
terials in their own languages.

Publications International is
now 50 years old! Join us in our
celebration by joining the thou-
sands who will help us begin our
second 50 years of service. With
your prayers and support, Publica-
tions International will continue to
produce non-English Holiness lit-
erature. A

Deaths

REV. LEO H. BALDWIN, 81, pioneer
missionary to Hawaii and former district
superintendent, Santa Cruz, Calif., May 15.
Survivors: wife, Bernice; sons, Larry, Tim;
daughter, Janice Hudson; brothers, Frank,
Gary; sisters, Cecile Key, Viola Roberts,
Rowena Eyestone, Maxine Walkup.
Dorothy Johnston; eight grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren.

STELLA B. BRICKEL, 91, Denver, Colo,,
May 17. Survivor: sister, Mary Haviland.

LEO EARL CLEGG, 89, Denton, Tex..
May 29. Survivors: wife, Betty; sons,
Harold, Richard; daughter, Carol Hamilton.

ERWIN G. ELLIS, 77, Eugene, Oreg.,
May 21. Survivors: wife, Marie; sons, Tom,
Denny; daughter, Carolyn Hiday; sister,
Lucille Beven; 10 grandchildren; 4 great-
grandchildren.

HANNAH FORD. 102. Denton, Tex., Mar.
27. Survivors: daughter. Ruth Ponder; one
grandson; one great-granddaughter; two
great-great-grandchildren.

LUELLA VERA MARSH FORD, 94.
Medford. Oreg.. May 27. Survivors:
daughters, Lila (Bozarth) Wilson, Shirley
Belzer; 15 grandchildren; 24 great-
grandchildren.

IRENE FOREMAN, Sherman, Tex,, June
19. Survivor: nephew, Tommy Foreman.

MARIE M. GREER. 83, Dinuba, Calif.,
June 16. Survivors: son. Rev. Harold;
daughters. Wanda Rollins, Joyce Cason;
brother, Arvey Daniel; 9 grandchildren; 12
great-grandchildren.
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ORVILLE GRISS0, 72, Chattanooga,
Tenn., May 26. Survivors: wife, Margaret;
sons. Dale, Kenneth; daughter, Ruth White;
brothers, Paul, Charles, Joe; sister, Ruth
Shipley; six grandchildren.

LOIS B. HEDGES, 88. Levittown, Pa,
May 24. Survivors: son, Keith; daughter,
Rev. Ora Cook; two grandsons.

REV. WALTER F HUBER, 81, pastor of
53 years, Temple, Tex, May 15. Survivors:
wife, Lillian; sons, Frank, Paul; daughter,
Lee Cage; brother, Lindy; six grand-
children: one great-grandchild.

REV. HAROLD LAKE SR., 81, pastor for
more than 50 years, Mountain Home, Ark.,
Feb. 4. Survivors: wife, Lois; son, Rev.
Harold Jr.; daughters, Roberta Willard,
Shirley Ruff, Janis Belander; 14
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren.

SHARON LEE LEACH, 39, Portland,
Oreg., June 28. Survivors: husband.
Robert; parents, James and Phyllis
Manning; brothers, Paul, Keith, and Wesley
Manning; sisters, Joanne Smith, Carolyn
Farrow, Beverley Farrow, Denise Manning.

REV. NORMAN JOHN LEWIS, 79, West
Columbia, S.C., May 21. Survivors: wife,
Lillian; brother, Raymond (Willie); sister,
Christabel Hunnicut.

JANE PATTON. Edgewood, Tex., June
20. Survivors: husband, Rev. Burl A.; sons,
Mendeil, Mark; two grandsons.

THELMA H, PEIRCE, 89, Batesville, Ark.,
July 1. Survivors: several nieces and
nephews.

REV. CHESTER A. SMITH SR., 90,
pastor for more than 40 years, Round

Rock, Tex., July 11. Survivors: wife,
Dorothy; sons, Rev. Chet Jr., Rev. Paul;
daughters, Barbara Clark, Marjorie
Brundage.

GEORGE F. SMITH, 83, Jamestown,
Tenn., Apr. 22. Survivors: wife, Dorothy;
son, Dan; sister, Henrietta; one grandson.

CHARLES HENRY TINKLE, 81, and
MARION CHARLOTTE TINKLE, 77, San
Diego, Calif., Mar. 11 and Apr. 16.
Survivors: son, Phillip; daughters. Susan
Sanderson, Janet Miller: one grand-
daughter.

RUTH (BOTTLES) TIREY, 74, Dayton,
Ohio, Apr. 28. Survivors: son, Tim;
daughters, Patricia Welton, Brenda Farris;
brothers, Harold, Russel, and Chicago
Central District Superintendent E. Keith
Bottles; eight grandchildren.

MARY VICE, 98, Belton, Mo., June 16.
Survivor: nephew, John Deere,

FRANCES YARBROUGH, 84. Bethany,
Okla., May 23. Survivors: husband, Rev.
John; daughters, Madalyn Long, Esther
Girouard, Sylvia Evans; stepdaughters,
Carol Davis, Karen Yarbrough, Dorothy
Morgan; sister, Virginia Moody; 8
grandchildren; 7 stepgrandchildren; 5

great-grandchildren; 12 stepgreat-
grandchildren.

Births

to JAY and KIM (ROSENAU)

AKKERMAN, Silverdale, Wash., a girl.
Lauren Marie, Mar. 19.

to HERB and .JENNIFER (BOLDT)

ALBERTSON, Oklahoma City, Okla., a boy,
Benjamin Herbert. May 22.

to HOWARD and TERESA GIVENS,
Lexington, Ky., a girl, Joanna Christine.
May 1.

to ALAN and KAREN (RUTZ) HARP,
Norwood, Mo., a boy, Evan Alexander
Birdell, May 18.

to MARK and TARA (REISS) HINSEN,
Olathe, Kans., a boy, Adam Mark, May 6.

to JERRY and LANI (HUBBERT) LEWIS,
Mountain Home. Ark., a boy, Brady Austin,
May 19.

to DANNY and PAM (SCHWENK)
MARTIN, Olathe, Kans., a boy, Jacob
Daniel, June 18.

to CHRIS and KELLY WEBSTER,
Potterville, Mich., a girl, Rebecca Collette,
Feb. 12.

Marriages

DONNA L. NICHOLSON and MARK L.
GRAHAM, July 13 at Waco, Tex.

Anniversaries

ORIN and HELEN KARGAES, Beulah,
N.Dak., celebrated their 50th anniversary
June 9.

The Kargaeses have four children and
nine grandchildren.

REV. CLAUDE and ELLEN PITTENGER.
Spring, Tex., celebrated their 50th
anniversary June 29 with a reception
hosted by their four children and three
grandchildren.
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REV. LEONARD and MIRIAM YORK,
Montague, Calif., celebrated their 50th
anniversary Aug. 10 with a reception
hosted by their children and grand-
children.

REV. FLOYD and HELEN ZURCHER,
Muncie, Ind., celebrated their 50th
anniversary June 1 with an open house
reception given by their daughter, Debra
Reiniche.

Announcements

ARCADIA (FLA.) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 65th anniversary Oct. 13 with
special morning services followed by
dinner on the grounds.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact the church
office, 132 W. Gibson St., Arcadia, FL
33266, 941-494-1861.

CAMDEN (S.C.) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 50th anniversary Nov. 3.
Activities begin at 10 a.m., followed by
dinner and a 3 p.m. concert by the Reiters.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited. For more information, contact
Pastor Ronald Adams, 2276 Jefferson
Davis Hwy., Camden, SC 29020, 803-432-
3750.

CONCORD (CALIF.) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 50th anniversary Oct. 19-20
with a 6 p.m. banquet Saturday and 9:30
and 10:55 a.m. services Sunday featuring
former pastors.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact the church,
1650 Ashbury Dr., Concord, CA 94520,
510-685-4343.

ESTHERVILLE (IOWA) CHURCH will
celebrate its 40th anniversary Sept. 22.

For more information, contact Rev. Cliff
Vander Burgh, 3068 Sorrel Ave., Sanborn,
IA51248,712-729-5523.

GALION (OHIO) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 70th anniversary Sept. 13-15
with a Friday evening teen concert by
Burning Bush. Saturday afternoon ice
cream social and games, and a combined
10 a.m. Sunday service followed by dinner
on the grounds and a praise and worship
service. General Superintendent William J.
Prince is the special speaker, with music
by Ron and Carolyn Patti.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact the church, 777
Fairview Ave.. Galion, OH 44833, 419-468-
1262.

LAKE JACKSON (TEX.) CHURCH will
celebrate its 25th anniversary during the
month of September with homecoming
Sept. 8 and revival with Rev. David Nash
and ONU's Promise Sept. 22-25.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited. For more information, contact
Phyllis Bertram, 409-297-5433.

PORTAGE (IND.) GRACE CHURCH will
celebrate its 40th anniversary Sept. 14-15.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact Rev. Mark
Hostetler, 5360 Clem Rd , Portage, IN
46368,219-762-7179.

PRYOR (OKLA.) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 50th anniversary Oct. 6 with
former pastor John Donnerberg speaking
in the morning service, followed by dinner
and afternoon service and dedication of
new facilities with District Superintendent
Russell Human speaking. Former pastors
Rev. and Mrs. Rob McDonald will provide
music.

Former pastors, members, and friends

Your giving has provided
t buildings and land,
but the needs
continue to mount.

Need we say more?
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are invited. For more information, contact
P.O. Box 474, Pryor, OK 74362, 918-825-
3728.

PYLESVILLE (MD.) FAWN GROVE
CHURCH will celebrate its 30th anniver-
sary Sept. 13-15 with a Friday singspi-
ration service, Saturday picnic, and 11 a.m.
Sunday celebration service with Rev.
Richard Diffenderfer speaking, followed by
dinner.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information or to RSVP, contact
Pastor Tom Umbel, 5300 Fawn Grove Rd.,
Pylesville. MD 21132, 410-452-5330.

ROCHESTER (N Y.) TRINITY CHURCH
will celebrate its 40th anniversary Sept. 22
with General Superintendent Emeritus
Eugene L. Stowe speaking. The anni-
versary celebration will be preceded by
revival services Sept. 18-21.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited. For more information, contact
the church office, 855 Long Pond Rd.,
Rochester, NY 14612, 716-225-1690.

SARATOGA SPRINGS (N Y.) GRACE
CHURCH will celebrate its 100th anni-
versary Sept. 29 at 11 a.m. The congrega-
tion, which was the birthplace of Eastern
Nazarene College, will be addressed by Dr.
Kent Hill, current ENC president.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are encouraged to attend or send
greetings. For more information, contact
Rev. Leon Blaise, P.O. Box 116, Camillus,
NY 13031-0116, 315-672-5350.

TERRE HAUTE (IND.) FIRST CHURCH
will celebrate its 75th anniversary Sept.
28-29 with a 5:30 p.m. Saturday dinner
and time of reflection and 10 a.m. Sunday
praise and worship service.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited. For more information, call
812-466-5817.

WARNER ROBINS (GA.) FIRST
CHURCH will celebrate its 40th
anniversary Oct. 13 with 10 a.m. services,
a fellowship dinner, and dedication of the
new Christian Life Center. Founding pastor
Rev. Frank Bohler will be honored.

Rev. David Miller encourages former
pastors, members, and friends to attend
or send greetings and pictures. For more
information, contact The Homecoming
Committee, 300 Lois St., Warner Robins,
GA 31093. 912-923-2108.

WAUKEGAN (ILL.) CHURCH will
celebrate its 60th (years in Waukegan) and
25th (years in present building) anni-
versaries Sept. 27-29 with evangelist Tim
Young speaking, music by Promise, and
special events for all ages.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact Pastor Jerry
Harris, 3132 McAree Rd., Waukegan, IL
60087, 847-662-5593.

WEBB CITY (MO.) CHURCH will
celebrate its 75th anniversary Oct. 18-20.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend our "Miracles on 10th
Street” celebration. For a schedule of
events, contact the church, 729 W. 10th
St.. Webb City, MO 64870, 417-673-2764.

FOR THE RECORD

Moving Ministers

R. SCOTT BEAMER, from associate.
Cambridge (Ont.) Preston, to pastor.
Thorold (Ont.) Niagara

JOSEPH E. BELL, from associate. Gastonia
(N.C.) Eastside, to pastor, Forest City.
N.C.

LEON E. BLAISE, from pastor, Saratoga
Springs (N.Y.) Grace, to district-
assigned, Upstate New York

WILLIAM J. BOEHM, from DeKalb. IIl, to
Muncie (Ind.) Riverview

WILLIAM BONEE, from Albertville (Ala.)
First, to Ponca City (Okla.) St. Luke's

IRA F. BROWN JR., from Ponca City
(Okla.) St. Luke's, to Mesa (Ariz.) First

TIM P. CLARK, from associate, Junction
City (Kans.) First, to pastor, Augusta,
Kans.

C. TONY CLEMONS, from Oxford, Miss.

to Forrest City, Ark.

CURTIS COOMBS, from Augusta. Kans.,
to Beaumont (Tex.) Cornerstone

TIMOTHY W. CRUMP, from Lombard, IIl..
to Kalamazoo (Mich.) First

BRAD DYRNESS, from associate, Wichita
(Kans.) First, to pastor, Junction City
(Kans.) First

TIMOTHY D. FLICK, from Covington. Ky.,
to Wrightstown (N.J.) New Egypt

JOHN GARNICA. from Las Cruces. N.Mex..
to Ponca City (Okla.) Trinity

REED T. GOE IV, from Greensboro (N.C.)
Northside, to Charlotte (N.C.) Plaza

“ljust love the old hymns. Dont you?”
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JOSEPH HAND, from Palmer, Alaska, to
Quincy, Calif.

A. LYNN HOLMES, from Woodward. OKla.,
to Memphis (Tenn.) Calvary

RONALD E, JEFFRIES, from Goldendare,
Wash., to Stockton (Calif.) Fremont

S. MARK JONES, from Cleo Springs,
Okla., to Stillwater (Okla.) First

ROBERT J. KILPATRICK, from Loomis,
Calif., to San Jose (Calif.) Cambrian

D. GEOFFREY KUNSELMAN. from
Columbus (Ohio) Whitehall, to
Columbia (S.C.) First

WESLEY E. LOCKHART, to pastor, Fargo,
Okla.

DANNY McSWEENEY, from associate.
Huntington (W.Va.) Walnut Hills, to
pastor, Beckley (W.Va.) First

MARK E MEDLEY, from Gloucester, Va.,
to Greensboro (N.C.) White Rock

ROBERT MILLER, from Kahului, Hawaii, to
Jet. Okla.

J. E. MITCHELL, from North Little Rock
(Ark.) Grace, to Millinocket, Maine

MARION S. PRESSLEY, from associate,
Rock Hill (S.C.) West Main, to
Lancaster, S.C.

MARK RAMSEY, from director, 0.S.U.
Student Center, to pastor. Medford,
Okla.

PETER RYDER, from student. Nazarene
Theological Seminary, to associate.
Wichita (Kans.) West Side

JACK SANDERS, from student, Nazarene
Bible College, to pastor, Las Animas,
Colo.

JAMES L. SHERMAN, to pastor, Pleasant
Garden, N.C.

MICHAEL SHIRLEY, from Kingfisher,
Okla.. to Tulsa (Okla.) First

JEFFREY L. SMITH, from student to
pastor, Wilson, N.C.

ROBERT G. SNODGRASS, from
evangelism to district-assigned,
Colorado District Office

JOHN E. VOLINSKY, from Hilton (N Y.)
New Life Community, to Rocklin, Calif.

W. C. (BILL) WATTS, from associate.
West Columbia (S.C.) First, to
associate, York, S.C.

S. PAUL WEHR. trom Jacksonville (Fla.)
Central, to Potsdam, N'Y.

TERRY L. WEYMAN SR., from Freedom
(Pa.) Pine Run, to Elmira (N Y.) Calvary

GARY WHITMORE, to pastor, Wichita
(Kans.) Park City

BRIAN WIESINGER, from associate,
Bethany (Okla.) Lake Overholser, to
pastor, Bethany (Okla.) Lake Overholser

MERRILL S. WILLIAMS, from pastor,
Manhattan, Kans., to missionary

STEVEN D WILLIAMS, to pastor,
Corunna, Mich.

HERB ZUERCHER, from district-assigned,
Colorado District, to district-assigned.
Central Ohio District

Moving Missionaries

ADAMS, BRIAN and BERYL, Brazil, Field
Address: Caixa Postal 6586, Agencia B.
Geraldo, 13082-970 Campinas, SP,
BRAZIL

BERG, DANIEL and DORIS, Stateside
Address: 10927 Reeder. Overland Park.
KS 66210

BORGER, PAM. Papua New Guinea, Field
Address: Box 456, Mt. Hagen, WHP,
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

BOUDEWININ, JACOB and INGRID. South
Africa, Field Address: P.O. Box 668,
2040 Honeydew, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH
AFRICA

CORNETT, LARRY and ELAINE, Kenya,
Stateside Address: 720 N. Hickory, Apt.
B, Cookeville, TN 38501

COX, DON and CHERYL, MAC Central Field
Office, Field Address: 869 N.W. 97th
Ave., Box 571. Miami. FL 33172

EADS, ANA, Papua New Guinea, Stateside
Address: 225 Lebanon Rd., Clarksville,
OH 45113

GAILEY, ROB and WANDA, Stateside
Address: 6501 Woodland, Kansas City,
MO 64131

HALL, JOHN and SHEILA, Mexico Field
Office, Field Address: Apartado Postal
44-970, 03101 Mexico D.F., MEXICO

ISHAM, GEORGE and BARBARA, Stateside
Address: 2933 Lawndale, Las Vegas,
NV 89121

JOHNSON, D. JAMES and JOY, Fiji, Field
Address: P.O. Box 3077, Lami Post
Office, Lami, FIJI

McCOY. BILL and MARSHA, Papua New
Guinea, Field Address: Box 456, Mt
Hagen. WHP, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

MERCER, TIM and MARY. Korea, Furlough
Address: 200 Spencer Ct.. Bourbonnais,
IL 60914-1937

MILLER, HILBERT and NORMA, Stateside
Address: P.O. Box 311, Somerville, IN

WHERE THERE IS A WILL

THERE IS A WAY

For YOU to name guardians for minor children.

2 For YOU (not the State) to say to whom and how your

estate shall be distributed.

3 For YOU to exercise a final act of stewardship over the

things you leave behind.
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MOORE, DONALD and CYNTHIA, Bulgaria,
Field Address: ITE Foundation, 149
Evlogi Georgiev, 2nd Floor, 1504 Sofia.
BULGARIA

MOYER, DAVID and MARYEL, South
Africa, Field Address: P.O. Box 22406,
1733 Helderkrum, SOUTH AFRICA

NEAL, WARREN and JANET, Papua New
Guinea, New Field Address: Box 456,
Mt Hagen, WHP, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

OWENS, DENNY, Micronesia, Stateside
Address: 13152 W. Park PL, Oklahoma
City, OK 73162

PARK. PHILIP and RUTH, Thailand, New
Field Address: 88/2 Moo 4. Soi
Wangsingkhan, Patan Rd., Tambon
Patan, Muang, Chaingmai 50300

PATCH. BILL and GAIL. Korea. Field
Address: Kuk-Dong Apt. 201-1003,
Chong-su Dong 209. Chonan, SOUTH
KOREA 330-190

RICH, HARRY and MARION, Stateside
Address: R.D. 1, Box 254, Carmichaels,
PA 15320

ROTZ, JAMES and CAROL, Kenya,
Furlough Address: 2701 N.E. Burton
Rd., Vancouver, WA 98662

SCHMELZENBACH, HARMON and
BEVERLY, Stateside Address: 13716
Britton Dr.. Hudson, FL 34667

SCOTT, JON and MARGARET, Romania,
Furlough Address: 84 Wendall Ave.,
Quincy, MA 02170

STROUD, PAUL and NETTIE. Ghana. Field
Address: P.O. Box 7847, Accru-North,
GHANA, WEST AFRICA

STARGEL, SCOTT and LINDA, Haiti, Field
Address: c/o MFI-Nazarene, Box 15665,
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

TEAKELL, GARNETT and MARILYN,
Guatemala ITN, Field Address: 869 N.W.
97th Ave., Box 571, Miami, FL 33172

WARD, VERNE and NATALIE, Papua New
Guinea, Field Address: Box 456. Mt.
Hagen, WHP, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

WILSON. BRIAN and JOAN, ENBC, Field
Address: European Nazarene Bible
College. Postfach 60, Ch-8238
Busingen, SWITZERLAND

Recommendations

The following have been recommended
by their respective district super-
intendents:

PAUL W BUSBY, evangelist. Rte. 3,
Box 137, Berry. AL 35546, by B. J. Garber,
Alabama North District.

GERALD H. CASSELMAN JR,,
evangelist, 940 Virgil Dr., Gas City, IN
46933, by F. Thomas Bailey, Northeastern
Indiana District.

ROBERT E. JOHNSON, evangelist,
LRMC, CMR-402, Box 1914, APO, AE
09180, by Hugh L. Smith. Washington
Pacific District.

STEPHEN J. LORD, evangelist, Harvest
Time Ministries, HCR 30, Box 9.
Broadview, NM 88112, 505-357-2222. by
Woodie J. Stevens, New Mexico District.

DIRECTORIES

BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO
64131. William J. Prince, chairman;
James. H. Diehl, vice-chairman; Paul G.
Cunningham, secretary; Jerald D.
Johnson, John A. Knight, Donald D.
Owens.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITI:
V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cambridge, Olathe, KS
66062; Orville W. Jenkins, 2309 W. 103rd
St., Leawood. KS 66206; William M.
Greathouse, 1179 Rosewood Tr., Mount
Juliet, TN 37122; Eugene L. Stowe, 5555
S. Emporia Cir.. Englewood. CO 80111-
3635: Raymond W. Hum. 7810 W. 118th,
Overland Park, KS 66210.

Notice

Vital Statistics are printed as soon as
possible after they are received. Please
include your name and phone number
when submitting information for Vital
Statistics to:

Herald of Holiness
c/o Vital Statistics
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131
E-mail:
<herald@nazarene.org>

Sendjvryour FREE WILLKIT todayl

Rev.
Dr.

Mr. .
Mrs.
Miss

Address

Citv

State

Telephone ( )

Birth Date
(Month)

Spouse’s Birth Date
(Month)

better yet, your church may
wish to have our representa-
tive conduct a Wills Seminar.
Call today.
1-800-544-8413

Zip

(Day) (Year)

(Day) (Year)

{{P 1tanned
% " 1giving
6401 THE PASEO

—_ KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
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Observer at Large

Foundations Are
Fundamental

John C. Bowling is president of Olivet
Nazarene University.

It sits on two city blocks and rises
over one-quarter of a mile into the
sky. Its 110 stories comprise 4.5 mil-
lion square feet of office and com-
mercial space.

Two thousand workers, toiling
around the clock, took nearly three
years to build it. And for more than
20 years, from its construction in
1973 until just a few months ago, the
Sears Tower stood as the world’s
tallest building.

But on February 13, 1996, Chica-
go's architectural stature was reduced
slightly when the first of two twin
towers in the city of Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, reached its full height of
1,475 feet, 21 feet higher than the
Sears Tower.

I'm not sure what all is involved in
the engineering and construction of
such massive buildings as these, but
one thing I do know is that when they
begin to build those great skyscrap-
ers, the first direction they work is
not up but down.

Before a building can reach for the
sky, it must first be anchored on a
firm foundation. Foundations are fun-
damental. This is not only an archi-
tectural principle but a spiritual prin-
ciple as well.

Jesus ended the Sermon on the
Mount, the most famous sermon ever
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preached, with a story about two
buildings, both of which were tested
by sudden, violent storms. Only one
stood firm, the one built upon the
rock.

His call is to build one’s life on a
foundation that will last. And that
foundation, He says, is a commitment
not only to hear but also to put into
practice (as the habit of one’s life) the
words of the Master.

The parable begins with this decla-
ration: “Therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock”
(Matthew 7:24, niv).

The word “wise” here means pru-
dent. It doesn’t mean that one has to
be a genius to build a solid life. It is
not intelligence that Jesus is speaking
of; it is wisdom.

He is pointing out that if one acts
prudently, reasonably, one would
want to build his or her life upon a
foundation that lasts.

This means if our lives
are to stand firm, we must
go beyond a passive hear-
ing of the Word of God.
We must put that Word
into practice in daily life.
We are to make God’s
Word the habit of our
lives, the inclination of
our days, the direction of
our walk.

A foundation is the
least apparent but the most necessary
part of any structure.

The size of a building makes little
difference if the foundation is shaky.
One of the reasons our lives come to
disaster is because we put more and
more commitments, more and more
obligations and burdens, on too slen-
der and shallow a foundation.

That is also true of appearance, the
facade, the way life looks. Many lives

are like movie sets—they look great
but are hollow, empty, just built for
the sake of appearance.

This also applies tofurnishings. A
house may be elaborately furnished
and beautifully appointed; but that
makes little difference in the long
run, for if the foundation is eroding,
the furnishings are in jeopardy.

Spiritual reality is not a matter of
looking good, feeling good, or having
the right possessions. Rather, one
must come to serious grips with the
fundamental issues of being Christ-
like—of hearing and putting His
Word into practice. That’s the test of
discipleship.

The Christian whose life will stand
and whose faith will respond to the
tests of life has reached bedrock spiri-
tually, so that on good days or bad
days, joyful days or sad days, his or
her faith still holds steady.

The house of the wise person
stands because the builder laid the
foundation before the storm ever
came. Storm time is no time to try to
fix the foundation. When you are in
the emergency room or sitting outside
the operating theater, when the phone

Storm time is no time to try to fix
the foundation.

rings in the middle of the night and
there is tragedy, when the storms
come, you can't say, “Hold off for a
moment while | fix the foundation.
Wait while | make some things right."

No, Jesus says lay the foundation
of life now, before another storm
strikes. Do the deep work of hearing
and practicing the Word of God.
Then, when those sudden storms
come, you'll be ready.
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TO GIVE .. .

continuedfrom page 25

tains. It currently ministers to 880
families. It was there that Ron had
one of the most phenomenal expe-
riences of his life. His group met
a man named Santos, who was
chained hand and foot, naked, in a
room for almost 10 years. They
were told that he was demon-pos-
sessed. The story was that he had
gotten loose once, and it took 15 to
20 men to chain him again. He
could throw a rock the size of a
basketball and had even killed a
woman. Ron had a little tape
recorder, so his group recorded
scriptures in Spanish. They left the
recorder and tape with the man to
play continuously after they were
gone. Ron learned that two months
later, the “demoniac” was again in
his right mind and back in the
fields working. Ron saw him a
couple of years after that. “My ex-
periences in missions have been
nothing short of amazing,” he says.
"The Word delivered that man,” he
says, “and | was witness to it.”

The Smiths’ business is dedicat-
ed to the Lord. The motto of the
company is “to learn all we can
learn, to share all we can share, to
earn all we can earn, to give all we
can give.” “Only as we give unto
the Kingdom do we receive back
blessings,” Ron explains. “I al-
ways tried to tithe, but then I got
to the point in my life that | want-
ed more of God, so I realized that
I had to sow more seed, and | be-
gan to give more than 10 percent.”

Only eternity will tell what ben-
efits may come from this gift of
the Smiths’ airplane. For sure, it
will be a useful tool as missionar-
ies, pastors, and supplies are trans-
ported with new speed and relative
ease throughout Central America.

Ron and Sue were able to make
this gift working through the
Planned Giving Services office of
the Church of the Nazarene. Ron
has this advice for anyone consid-
ering sharing their gifts to spread
the gospel: “Let God lead you to
give all you can give!” n
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Notes from an editor’s journal

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Love Means...

I was about 2:30 on a Monday morn-
ing, and | could not sleep. | had gone
to bed around 10:00 the previous
evening, hoping to get up by 5:30.

Earlier, as | lay in bed trying to drop
off, | heard Joey talking (not too quietly)
to Cathy down the hall. I couldn't deter-
mine the exact nature of the conversation,
but 1could hear her telling him to go to
bed. Robbie (our four-month-old) was
crying loud enough to
wake the neighbors. It
wasn’t an "I’'m hungry”
cry. Rather, it was an "I’'m
extremely unhappy" wail.

With all the uproar, |
couldn't go to sleep, so |
decided to help Cathy out
by getting Joey out of the
hall. “GO TO BED!" |
boomed as 1bounded from
our bedroom. Joey was
caught off guard, but his
face showed that he heard
me, understood me, and
was frightened by the freight train style |
used to handle the situation. He retreated
back to his bedroom, upset and crying—
his feelings hurt.

I walked down to the other end of the
hall where Cathy was trying to console
the baby. “What’s going on out there?”
she asked. Realizing | had handled the sit-
uation with Joey badly, | mumbled. “Can
1 help you with Rob?" before retreating
back to our bedroom.

So, by 2:30, 1knew | wasn’t going to
sleep any, so 1got up, went to my study,
and began to peruse freelance manu-
scripts. We receive lots of them here at
the Herald. Dr. Tracy and | have an “in"
box where the freelance submissions rest.
We lovingly refer to it as the “slush pile.”
About every six weeks, we grab a stack
from the pile and take them home to re-
view (yes, we do read every one).

As | sat at my desk wading through pa-
per clips and self-addressed, stamped en-
velopes, | found my attention wandering
back to the way | had handled the situa-
tion with Joey earlier. | knew | had done
wrong the moment | did it, but it was too
late. Bad timing, bad response, bad— bad
— bad.

As | sat there slinging manuscripts into
their respective piles (accepted/rejected),
my mind lingered on the situation with
Joey. Just then, | pulled a manuscript out

Sometimes we
don’t do a very
good job of
treating others
as if they were
God, do we?

and read the title: "Love Means Saying
‘I’'m Sorry.”” Conviction hit me— hard.

Just moments before going to bed Sun-
day evening, we had had a family devo-
tion during which | had read the following
words from Seeking God’s Peace in a Nu-
clear Age: A Call to Disciples of Christ
(CBP Press): “In the face of the needy, the
sufferer, the enemy, we see the face of the
incarnate God. What we do to the needy,
the sufferer, the enemy,
we do to God. Moreover,
our every action as Chris-
tians either expresses or
denies the intention of
Christ who, in indwelling
our humanity, lives not
only in all other persons,
but in each of us as well.
... The Christian life is a
continuing effort to re-
lease the divine impulse
through all that we say
and do."

Well, there you are. 1
had read it. but it hadn't quite sunk in,
had it? | grabbed a piece of stationery and
began jotting down a note of apology to
my 12-year-old son. He knows how im-
perfect | am already, so I didn't make a
big deal about how stupid I can be; but |
did tell him that | had acted wrongly, in a
way that would not be pleasing to Christ.
1 asked him to forgive me and signed it
"Love, Dad." Then | look it into his bed-
room and placed it on the nightstand.

As | reread the words from Seeking
God's Peace in a Nuclear Age, | thought
about the words of Scripture ("Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me” |Matthew 25:40]). Sometimes we
don't do such a good job of treating oth-
ers as if they were God, do we? Maybe
you’re like me on that night (and at many
other times)—in need of forgiveness
from someone you treated in less than
Christlike fashion or from God himself. |
am just glad that we serve a God of for-
giveness. May we— His sometimes fool-
ish, insensitive children—learn from our
mistakes and do a better job of releasing
“the divine impulse."
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Davis to Head ILC Committee for 98

Charles
Davis, a
Nazarene
layman from

Winter
Haven, Fla.,
has been

selected to
serve as chairperson of the
International Lay Conference
Committee, according to Tal-

madge Johnson, Sunday
School Ministries Division
director. Davis was selected

by the Board of General Su-
perintendents during their re-
cent meetings.

Davis, a member of Win-
ter Haven Church of the
Nazarene, serves as a circuit
judge. He has served as the
chairperson of the Trevecca
Nazarene University Board
of Trustees and is a lay repre-
sentative on the General
Board.

In addition to Davis, the
ILC Executive Committee
includes: Vernon Lunn (vice
chair), Bettie Woodcook (im-
mediate past chair), Wayne
Rice (representative at large),
and Talmadge Johnson (ex
officio). Regional representa-
tives on the ILC Committee

include: David Falk, Canada
(CNC); Gary Streit, Central
(ONU); C. Wayne Rice, East
Central (MVNC); John Muc-
ci. Eastern (ENC); Vernon
Lunn, North Central
(MANC); Debbie Weisen,
Northwest (NNC); David
McClung, South Central
(SNU); and Barbara Horn-
beck. Southwest (PLNC).
Davis represents the South-
east (TNU) region.

The committee is responsi-
ble for developing the plans
and programs for the 9th
ILC, which will be held July
1-5, 1998, at the Opryland
Hotel in Nashville. The 1991
conference was also held at
the Opryland Hotel and drew
a record number of 3,450.
The 1995 conference was
held in Orlando, Fla.

"We are announcing these
leadership appointments now
so that district leaders can
begin promoting the 1998
conference,” Johnson said.
"We are looking for a great
event in 1998 at which
Nazarene laypersons will fo-
cus on renewal, enrichment,
and commitment to Christ
and the church.”

Prayer for Persecuted Church

September 29, 1996, has
been declared an Internation-
al Day of Prayer for the Per-
secuted Church, according to
General Secretary Jack
Stone. "It is a day to specifi-
cally remember our brothers
and sisters in Christ around
the world who are persecuted
for their faith in Christ,"”
Stone said.

The day is being organized
by the World Evangelical
Fellowship, of which the Na-
tional Association of Evan-

gelicals is a member. The
Church of the Nazarene is a
member of the NAE.

“There is documented evi-
dence that tens of thousands
of our brothers and sisters in
Christ are being martyred for
their faith annually in various
parts of the world,” said
NAE President Don Argue.
"The American Evangelical
church is called upon to
make this desperate need a
high priority in prayer and
action.”

24th Nazarene General Assembly and Conventions
San Antonio, Texas
Conventions: June 18-20,1997
General Assembly: June 22-27,1997
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News

PK Conference
Planned

There is finally a conference
for those who grew up in the
glass house called the par-
sonage. A group of Nazarene
recording artists have teamed
up to present Celebrate Their
Heritage, the first conference
for adult children of preach-
ers (PKs).

Led by Chonda Pierce,
Christian comedienne and
author, the conference will
be held Oct. 25-26 at Nash-
ville, Tenn., First Church of
the Nazarene. Pierce is the
founder of Second Row Min-
istries, Inc., and author of the
book Second Row, Piano
Side.

The conference is for any
adult who has grown up as a
missionary’s kid, evange-
list’s kid, or preacher's kid.
according to Pierce.

“For those who grew up in
a parsonage, life was un-
doubtedly filled with a vari-
ety of emotions,” Pierce said.
"The stress and strain of
ministry is always felt by
those closest to the minister
and his family.”

The conference will fea-
ture workshops by David
Gatewood, clinical director
for Focus on the Family;
Norman Henry, executive di-
rector of Christian Counsel-
ing Services of Nashville;
Alison Evans, leading psy-
chologist for the South Car-
olina Mental Health Associa-
tion; and Michael Benson,
minister and son of the late
Bob Benson.

For more information
about the conference, contact
Second Row Ministries at
P.O. Box 1393, Smyrna, TN
37167.

IBOE Receives Grant

The Teagle Foundation of
New York has announced a
$69,000 grant for the Inter-
national Board of Education
for the Church of the
Nazarene, according to Jerry
D. Lambert, education com-
missioner. The grant follows
a 1994 Teagle grant for a
strategic plan for collabora-
tion and networking among
its member institutions.

Funds from the recent
grant will be used for Phase
Il of the plan, which involves
a continuation of some activ-
ities from Phase [, primarily
the study of other models of
collaboration in both the
business and not-for-profit
sectors.

“Continuing support from
the Teagle Foundation will
allow us to have more face-
to-face meetings of the mem-
ber college presidents, more
travel by them to non-
Nazarene institutions to ob-
serve technological applica-
tions, and a greater call on
outside experts in areas such
as marketing, program devel-
opment, technology, and
partnership agreements,”
said LeBron Fairbanks,
chairman of the Committee
on Collaboration and Net-
working.

In addition to Fairbanks,
the committee includes John
Bowling, Jerry Lambert,
Millard Reed, and Richard
Spindle.

“We are extremely pleased
with the results of Phase |
and are looking forward to
the successful completion of
Phase I1.” said Richard W.
Kimball, president of the
Teagle Foundation. “It is our
feeling that the International
Board of Education is imple-
menting their program in the
best possible way, and we
wish them continued sue-
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