











Will They Be Sent?

BY CHARLES R. GAILEY

B ob was a successful banker. He was assistant vice

president of the largest savings and loan associa-
tion in the state of Kansas. Two years ago, God called
Bob to take the gospel across cultural boundaries—to
become a missionary.

Dan graduated from Indiana University Medical
School. He gave up a large income to follow God’s call
to missionary service.

Tom was a respected pharmacist in Ohio when God
tapped him on the shoulder.

Today Bob, Dan, and Tom are just three of the 80
young people who are training for missionary service at
Nazarene Theological Seminary (NTS). Earnest, atten-
tive, and eager, these persons are motivated by the spiri-
tual dynamic of the Great Commission. They will take
the lessons they are learning in the School of World
Mission and Evangelism at NTS and apply them in 100
nations around the globe. They will, that is, if they are
sent.

“After we have paid our tuition and studied for these
years, and after we have our practical experience, what
is the possibility that we will be sent?” These are highly
intelligent students. They know the numbers. They can
see that the total number of Nazarene missionaries has
not increased in recent years.

But they also know that our world has never been
more needy than it is right now. They know that:

A God has blasted open the Iron Curtain.

A Albania, the most “closed” nation in the world, is
now one of the most receptive.

A The Bamboo Curtain is cracking.

A Followers of Jesus are growing by 70,000 daily.

A God is “not wanting anyone to perish” (2 Peter

3:9, NIV).

These students know that something is happening in
our world. Something big. God has called them to be
part of it.

Will they he sent? Will this great group of 80 persons
be sent to all the nations of the earth? Will Nazarenes
around the world contribute the General Budget dollars
in the Easter Offering that will be necessary to send
them? In the tomorrows of our world, will people from
all cultures testify, “We are Christians today because of
the missionaries who were sent to us”?

This Easter, the needs of our world are staggering.
These young people are called to go. They are nearly
ready.

Will they be sent?

Will you help them?
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It all started with a book review In
the Herald of Holiness.

The Healing

BY JUNE CERZA KOLF

N ot all gifts arrive wrapped in
colorful paper and tied up
with a fluffy bow. Some
gifts, especially those from

God, can come so carefully disguised

that they are easy to miss. Dan received

just such a gift, and so did I.

Last year, as the result of a book re-
view in the Herald of Holiness on my
latest book, my friend Esther called
and invited me to the New Life Church
of the Nazarene in Lancaster, Calif. |
had been searching for a “home
church,” and eagerly accepted her invi-
tation. A few months later, | joined the
church and was leading a grief support
group when | began to see the intricate
plan God had devised from the very be-
ginning.

“Fm Dan. My wife was murdered
three months ago.”



of a Heart



I met Dan when | was leading a grief support group
for a local home health-care agency. | first saw Dan,
an attractive man in his early 30s, as he sat hunched
over the table, leaning on his hands that covered his
face. A circle of sadness seemed to surround him as
he avoided eye contact and sighed deeply.

We began with introductions like we always did,
with each member stating their first name and their
loss. We went around the table until it was Dan’s turn.
He lifted his head, and with eyes misted over with
pain said, “I’'m Dan. My wife was murdered three
months ago.” The tightness in his voice revealed the
lump in his throat that made it difficult for him to
speak. The woman next to me let out a gasp and then
a hush filled the room.

| had been leading grief support groups for almost
six years and thought | had heard everything. | was
wrong. The story Dan told was one where greed
turned to violence; the details were gruesome. In the
months ahead, | sent many a quick prayer heaven-
ward, knowing | was helpless to ease Dan’s pain
without divine intervention.

Each week when it was Dan’s turn to share, he
would open his heart and pour out his pain. He and
Barbara had been married for less than a year. They
were still honeymooners, looking forward to a long,
happy life together. But their time together had come
to an abrupt halt. In a swift second, all their hopes and
dreams were ripped apart, not by accident but pur-
posely, by another human being.

W henever Dan mentioned his wife’s murderer,
Robert*, his entire demeanor would change to one of
anger and contempt. With fists clenched tightly and
eyes flashing with rage, Dan would talk about the de-
tails of the day he found his wife’s mutilated body. As
Dan spoke about the murder, | noticed that he never
called Robert by name, but rather referred to him in
one-word obscenities, as the venom spewed forth
from his very soul.

My sessions always include at least one meeting
where we discuss anger and one where we cover the
importance of forgiveness. However, in this case, |
knew it was senseless to ask Dan to forgive Barbara’s
murderer. The solutions | had been using successfully
for six years sounded trite in comparison to the an-
guish Dan was suffering as a result of the brutal way
his wife’s life had ended. There were no little exercis-
es or human answers that could heal such a deep, gap-
ing wound.

The months went by. | took a summer break, still
keeping in contact with Dan on a daily basis. He
made as much progress in his grief work as could be
expected. Then it was September and | began to plan
for a new session. For the first time, | would be lead-
ing the group under the umbrella of my church, giv-
ing me the added opportunity of incorporating prayer
into our sessions.

Dan asked if he could assist with the group and be-
cause | knew he still needed the support for himself, |
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eagerly accepted his offer. Dan quickly became an ac-
tive part of the new group. He began to make some
strides in his personal grief work as he reached out to
other members. But, still, he wasn’t able to set aside
the disturbing image of his wife when he found her,
and he continued to seethe with rage toward the per-
son who had so savagely taken her life.

Several weeks into the sessions, Dan began attend-
ing our Sunday morning worship service. One week,
he announced that the trial was finally beginning. He
had been waiting anxiously for vindication. Dan’s ex-
act words were, “I hope he fries!” Knowing the com-
ing week would be especially difficult for Dan, we
gathered around him and prayed. We prayed for jus-
tice to prevail, and we prayed for Dan to be strong.
Then, much to my surprise, our pastor prayed that

“/ had no intention of doing it;
the wordsjust slipped out.”

Dan would find it in his heart to forgive the murderer
and that he would receive peace about the entire situa-
tion. Impossible, I thought.

Nevertheless, all during the following week | felt
led to pray that same prayer. One night, as | was
preparing dinner, my telephone rang and it was Dan. |
almost didn’t recognize his voice.

“I’ve just had the strangest experience,” he said
cheerfully. “I was praying, when all of a sudden 1
heard myself forgiving Robert. | had no intention of
doing it; the words just slipped out. And | knew I re-
ally meant them. All at once, an incredibly calm feel-
ing settled over me as | found myself praying for
Robert’s salvation!”

| had to smile. What a generous gift Dan had just
received from God— a heart filled with peace. “Ask
and ye shall receive,” Scripture tells us. To think, I
had almost forgotten to ask! The following week, Dan
rededicated his life to Jesus.

Dan has continued to heal as pleasant memories of
Barbara replace the hurtful ones. He still misses her,
but the horrible images that were engraved in his
mind are slowly fading as he looks toward the future
with hope. Now he smiles at our meetings as he
shares his miraculous story of emotional healing and
tells others to pray for the impossible.

“If God could do that for me, who knows what else
He might do?” he tells everybody in a voice filled
with awe.

W atching Dan’s metamorphosis and continual
progress has made me aware that, with God, all things
are truly possible. In addition to Dan’s gift of forgive-
ness and newfound faith, I have a special church fam-
ily and God is using me to do a grief ministry at my
new church. To think, it all resulted from a book re-
view in your publication!

* Name has been changed.
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THE CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE IN THE 21 ST

CENTURY

An excerptfrom A Great Commission Movement
by Russell Bredholt, Samuel Dunn, Ray Reglin, and Joseph Nielson

n order for the Church to have as much impact as
possible in North America in the coming years, it
will need to determine the salient characteristics of
life at the beginning of the 21st century.

We need to have an idea about life-styles and patterns of
thought. We need information about the economic system
that will be in place. We need to know where people will
be working, what they will be worried about, how they will
spend their leisure time, the technologies they will use, and
how North Americans will be getting along with the rest of
the world.

Demographics

Looking to the year 2010, it is our estimate that the pop-
ulation of the U.S.A. will be around 305 million while the
Canadian population will be around 36 million, for a total
of 341 million. This represents an increase of 20 percent in
the population between 1990 and 2010.

In addition, the age distribution will shift considerably.
The percentage of children from birth to age 14 in the early
’90s was close to 28 percent. In 2010 it will be around 24
percent. The percentage of adults from age 65 and older
was around 12 percent in 1990 but will be around 14 per-
cent in 2010. There will be approximately 75 percent more
people in North America age 65 and older in 2010 than in
1990.

In 2010, fertility rates will hover around the population
replacement rates, which is slightly over two children per
traditional family.
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In terms of gender distribution women will continue to
be in the majority in the society. Even though more male
children will be bom, with a male-female ratio of approxi-
mately 1,053/1,000, more males will die in infancy and
childhood, so the numbers will even out by ages 20 to 25.

Above age 30, however, women will outnumber men. At
age 65 and older the number of women will be strikingly
higher than the number of men.

Minorities and people of color will constitute more than
one-third of the total population of North America. The
largest group will be Hispanics, with the next largest group
being African-Americans.

These racial, language, and minority groups will have
increased identity as interest blocks and will engage the
political system and interact in the larger culture as identi-
fiable subgroups. Each of these groups will have agendas
that will be pursued through formal and informal political
systems.

More emphasis will be placed on cultural identity within
the subgroup than on melting into a generic American soci-
ety. However, attempts to maintain non-English languages
as primary languages will not succeed over multiple gener-
ations.

Marital Mores

Marriage patterns will be altered somewhat by 2010.
While the percentage of people who marry sometime in
their lifetimes will be about the same in 2010 as in 1990,
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the incidence of divorce will increase and the average du-
ration of marriages will decrease.

Divorce and remarriage—serial monogamy—will be ac-
cepted by most of the people, and laws will make divorce
easy to obtain. Racial intermarriage, gay and lesbian mar-
riages, and people living together without legal recognition
will be tolerated if not accepted by a majority of people.

Many individuals, men and women, will choose to be
single parents and have children without benefit of hetero-
sexual marriage. Having children through surrogate parent-
hood and by test tube, as well as by adoption, will be
viewed as acceptable by the majority of citizens.

The Family
Several disturbing trends are having a profoundly nega-
tive effect on families as they grapple to survive and main-
tain some sense of stability and security. The move away
from Christian principles includes:

& The devaluing of: religious beliefs, the Bible, de-
nominational loyalty, and the commitment to a devoted
and victorious life.

& The rush toward fulfilling the wants of self, such as
status, possessions, and power; affluence; demands for
only short-term commitments; skepticism, both toward
people and institutions and the old way of life.

& The strong, never-ending push to legitimize alter-
native life-styles, such as homosexuality. Involved in
this agenda is the desire to rear children in this environ-
ment.

& The escalating value conflicts between wife and
husband relating to role expectations, such as dual ca-
reers, responsibilities in the home, child rearing, and
control issues.

Church and State

Public policy will attempt to be neutral with regard to
churches, norms, and values. Every effort will be made to
see that any new laws written will not provide protection to
any church group or social institution that espouses a par-
ticular religious, political, or value system. Some inroads
will be made in eliminating protections previously held le-
gal by the courts. National governments will play a much
larger role in the national life. The number of people em-
ployed by government at all levels will be 10 to 20 percent
higher in 2010 than in 1990. Most of the growth, however,
will occur at the federal level.

Rapid Change

The rapid rate of technical change has created a demand
for individual adaptation that men in past ages never had to
encounter. Young people no longer follow in their parents’
footsteps, nor can they be prepared by 12 or 16 years of
schooling for a lifelong vocation or the understanding of
the problems of their world 20 years later.

Today, technological innovation is sometimes followed
by obsolescence before it has been assimilated. Scientists
and engineers are now predicting that the technological
changes coming in the next three decades will make the
previous changes pale in significance. With the advent of
rapid technological advances, a phenomenon develops
called social lag—the failure of individual adaptation to
keep pace with technological progress.

Social systems do not change as rapidly as the tech-
niques of mechanical, electrical, and electronic innovation.
Should the present trend continue—and most futurists pre-
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dict it will—the social lag will increase rather dramatically
in the next 20 years.

Welfare

The industrial revolution acted as a catalyst in the emer-
gence of the welfare system. As the need for skills and ed-
ucation rose with each technological development, people
without the skills dropped out of the workplace and onto
welfare rolls. With each succeeding technological trend,
more and more people were added to the welfare institu-
tion. These people constitute the poor. It becomes a genera-
tional experience over time.

Social Ramifications

City life leads to anonymity and impersonal relation-
ships. When people lose their attachments, they also lose
their moral compass because social control is enforced by a
large bureaucratic police force, not by the social influences
of family and friends who love and care for each person.

City life leads to high rates of social pathologies (alco-
holism, mental illness, drugs, apathy). We often only think
of the poor and disenfranchised. The affluent have hidden
addictions, but money and power are used to cover up the
problems.

The church of the 21st century
must become a true servant
organization.

Some students talk about social drift. People develop
their problems and then drift into poor neighborhoods for
lack of any alternatives. The increase in homelessness,
abandonment, and isolation are the result of social drift
with no stopgaps.

Others talk about crowding. Some people are never
alone. There is no privacy. People do not learn to develop
personal strengths and character. In fact, many of the char-
acter-building organizations such as the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, 4-H Clubs, and Catholic Youth Organizations
are not strong in the city.

In addition, 45 to 50 percent of inner-city males are un-
employed. Many engage in antisocial behaviors. Social sci-
entists are concerned because these people do not learn
how to work. Working daily at ajob is culturally learned.

Work does not come naturally. The unemployed are not
learning how to work and are not providing models for
younger generations.

Crowding does not allow for solitude and self-examina-
tion. People do not have time or place for introspection.
AH of these views of the city together describe an unfavor-
able environment for personal growth and development.

How Should the Church Respond?

What are the options available to us? There are two pos-
sible responses relative to all that is transpiring around us.
The Church can try to maintain the status quo, acting as
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though everything is the same as it always has been, or that
the changes in the world will not affect it.

The second option, providing the real hope for success
in reaching individuals for Jesus Christ, is to move into the
future with our eyes wide open. If this is the option select-
ed, it means being willing to adapt methods and procedures
or even establishing new strategies in order to present the
eternal truths of God’s love and concern to needy people.

Many churches are making positive impacts on their
world. Churches that are growing and ministering effec-
tively are providing innovative strategies, but more impor-
tantly, they are asking their people for a higher level of
commitment to genuine discipleship.

This is being accomplished by teaching the tenets of
faith, modeling, and educating and providing in-the-field
training for service. Equipping small growth and caring
groups with Holy Spirit-filled and trained lay facilitators
also gives a strong personal and bonding touch.

In the groups, participants can share in an open and safe
way, where they are on their journey with Christ as it re-
lates to their everyday walk. The study of Scripture and
prayer are vital components of the process. As needs and
concerns are voiced by individuals in the small-group set-
ting. other members have opportunity to reach out in love,
support, and compassion, thus learning in an applied set-
ting that every Christian is truly a minister.

One of the misconceptions about starting new churches
is that there are plenty already. This is simply not the case.
In 1900, there were 27 churches (all religious groups com-
bined) per 10,000 population (in the U.S.A.). At the end of
1989, there were just 12 churches per 10,000 population.

The Church is a depository for preserving, updating, and
creating new approaches to evangelization that are relevant
to a changing society.

There are several areas for discussion.

a. Education

The Church of the Nazarene has chosen to develop
strong educational institutions that are accredited, hold
high scholastic standards, and are diversified in their offer-
ings. There are not only strong ministerial preparation pro-
grams but also opportunities for working in all areas of so-
ciety. For today's and tomorrow’s world, we have a host of
professional people ready to evangelize within their profes-
sions in the workplace. This is a tremendous achievement
given the modernization and secularization of society.

h. Economics

The volatility of the economic system has demanded ex-
pertise in financial planning by all institutions. Thus far the
church has moved steadily in maintaining programs essen-
tial for evangelization, especially when all giving is volun-
tary. Economic stability is of deep concern to all of us.
Prayerful giving coupled with prayerful stewardship by
church leaders is our only hope in tomorrow’s world.

¢. Multicultural relationships

In the future, the question that will need an answer is:
How can each cultural group relate to its own cultural her-
itage and retain its own identity while being assimilated in-
to the larger fellowship of the church? Traditionally the
Church has faced differences in behavior within similar
cultures. But with the rapid expansion of missions embrac-
ing many cultures in a world of accelerating mobility, the
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assimilative process is compounded. The Church will need
to think through those issues that have moral content and
those that are strictly sociocultural in nature.

d. Language

In the year 2010 the vocabulary of our society will have
changed drastically. The Christian Church is the only cus-
todian of biblical terms. The necessity of maintaining a
clarity of thought and a preciseness of definition cannot be
overemphasized. If the Church loses the words, it loses the
ideas. Some may say it is only a matter of semantics. Ex-
actly! And that is why it is so important to be careful with
the Christian vocabulary. Before one important concept is
surrendered, there needs to be a new word with the same
meaning that reaches modern people. Language not only
communicates by symbols but also molds and shapes the
ideas people develop. By the year 2000 a secular vocabu-
lary will dominate everyday speech. Household religious
terms will be challenged by vernacular, secular words.

e. Music and art

Music, art, drama, and literature are subject to cultural
influence. The spiritual quality of form and content need to
be maintained and monitored. The looseness of the modern
media in moral matters is an ever-present influence on reli-
gious fine arts. If the present trends continue, the church
will become the only storehouse of religious music and art.

Programs for 21st-Century Churches

Besides programs of worship, evangelism, nurture, and
service, the 21st-century Church will consider:

Day-care centers
e Children from single-parent or dual-career families
» Foster children/children from dysfunctional homes
« Elderly

Compassionate ministries
» Persons needing food/shelter/clothing
» Persons needing health care
* Persons needing educational/vocational opportunities

Divorce lifeline
¢ Divorced men and women
e Children of divorced parents
* Blended families
City missions
» Alcoholics
e Drug users
* Homeless

Private church schools
* Young people in troubled public schools
e Young people seeking alternatives to the modern edu-
cational philosophies

Multicultural programs
« Orienting ethnic groups to North America
» Teaching English as a second language
e Supporting ethnic churches

Educational programs
¢ Unwed mothers
e Premarital counseling
« Foster care/adoption

Counseling programs

« Anyone with emotional and/or spiritual problems

Excerpted from A Great Commission Movement, The Church ofthe 21st Century by Russell
Bredholt, Samuel Dunn, G. Ray Reglin, and Joseph Nielson. Kansas City: Nazarene Publishing
House, 1993.
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THE QUESTION BOX

Net or Nets?

In the King James Bible, Luke 5, Jesus tells Peter to
“let down your nets” (v. 4). In verse 5 Peter says “at thy
word | will let down the net.” In verse 6 the KJV says
“their net broke.” | have heard it preached that it was
Peter’s lack of faith that caused him to let down a net
rather than your nets. The New International Version,
however, uses the word nets in all three cases—thus ru-
ining a good sermon. Which is correct?

In the Greek New Testament the very same word is used
in all three verses. The NIV, NRSV. and the NASB all
properly translate it nets in all three places (verses 4, 5, and
6). Therefore, there is no real basis to attack Peter’s faith
on the basis of the KJV singular net.

Best Manuscripts?

| have a Bible that has a lot of footnotes that begin,
“This term is not found in the best manuscripts,” or
“Other manuscripts read instead.” How many
have been used in modern translations? Where are
these manuscripts? And who determines which are the
“best manuscripts”?

Let’s take your queries one at a time. How many manu-
scripts are used in translating the Bible? My Greek New
Testament lists some 400 manuscripts and fragments that
have been studied in its formulation. Your second ques-
tion—where are these manuscripts? The manuscripts are
located in libraries in various parts of the world. Some of
the more famous ones and their locations are: Bezae
Cantabrigiensis, Cambridge, England; Alexandrinus, Lon-
don; Vaticanus, Rome; Sinaiticus. London; Ephraemi Re-
scriptus, Paris; and Claromontanus, Paris. Some partial
manuscripts are located in such widely scattered libraries
as Allentown, Pa.; Urbana, 111; Ann Arbor, Mich.; Cairo,
Egypt; Newton Center, Mass.; New Haven, Conn.; Flo-
rence, ltaly; and Barcelona, Spain.

How is it determined which of the manuscripts are the
“best” ones? Let me illustrate it with an example. Suppose
that a sentence appears in a 7th-century manuscript which
does not appear in the 2nd- and 3rd-century manuscripts.
Suppose further that the 7th-century sentence
appeared in some “authorized” versions. Mod-
ern translators, noticing that no copy of the
Scriptures contained that sentence before a .a.

800, would probably add a footnote: "Does not
appear in the best manuscripts.”

Should Christians Cosign Loans?

Proverbs 22:26 says, “Be not thou one of
them that strike hands, or of them that are
sureties for debts.” Does this mean that a
Christian should not cosign contracts to help
others obtain loans?

The financial systems then and now have ba-
sic differences. The ancient writings, biblical

Easter Offering for World Evangelism

42
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and extrabiblical, have a lot to say about the practice of
guaranteeing the debt of another. The risk is that if the per-
son you are trying to help cannot or will not repay the loan,
you must do so. Verse 27 warns against “cosigning” for a
debt that is more than you could pay. Why should you lose
your "bed” (v. 27) shows that your property will be taken
by the creditor. And, worst of all, you could lose your
homestead. This is behind the warning in verse 28 about
not removing the “ancient landmark," which your fathers
set up. Repeatedly, farms were lost to creditors due to
cosigned debts. In such cases, the former owners often be-
came “debt slaves,” working what was once their own land
as indentured hired hands.

Besides the inherent risk in debt surety, there were fre-
quent abuses. Persons with little personal resources and lit-
tle determination to repay their debts would pressure
friends or relatives to cosign with them and directly default
on the loan, leaving the cosigner to pay.

An even more odious abuse of suretyship was to use it as
a way to oppress the poor and satisfy the greed of the rich.
For example, a wealthy landowner would lust after a cer-
tain acreage that the owner (like Naboth) did not want to
sell. When he could, he would persuade someone whom
the owner of the desired acreage trusted to get the owner to
cosign a loan. The creditor and the “trusted friend" would
conspire to defraud the owner. The loan was made. The
“trusted friend" would claim reverses and inability to
pay—by prearrangement with the creditor. The owner of
the desired acreage would lose his land and become a debt
slave or indentured servant. And, once again, a rich man
would have “joined field unto field.” Upon such evil the
wrath of God fell.

This passage does not, therefore, forbid Bible Christians
from cosigning notes. But the warning about such things
inherent in this passage is worth considering.

ALL YE PEOPLE

Declare his glory
among the nations,
his marvelous deeds
among all peoples.

Psalm 96 3 (niv)

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
STEWARDSHIP SERVICES



EVANGELISTS" SLATES

THE ARMSTRONGS-LEON AND LINDA: Kemp-
ton, IL, Mar. 2-7; Napoleon, OH, 9-14;
Portsmouth, VA, 23-28; Salisbury, NC, Apr. 6-
11; Nashville, TN (Bell Road), 13-18; Hoising-
ton, KS, 20-25

BAGGETT, DALLAS W.: Madison. AL (First), Mar.
3-7; Birmingham, AL (Huffman), 21; Hartselle,
AL (First), 28; Sumiton, AL (Community), Apr, 4;
Logan, WV, 13-18; Nashville, TN (Trinity), 28 -
May 2

BAKER, RICHARD C.: Hurricane, WV, Mar. 2-7"
Evansville, IN (Victory Chapel), 16-21; Winslow,
IN, 23-28; Woodstown, NJ, 31—Apr. 4; Beckley,
WV (First), 6-11; Windham, OH, 20-25; Fair-
mont, WV, 28-May 2

BALLARD, DONALD K.: Osceola, AR, Mar. 10-14

BELZER, DAVE AND BARBARA: Udall, KS, Mar.
2-7; Bonner Springs, KS, 9-14; Haysville, KS,
16-21; Anadarko, OK, 23-28; Cisco, TX, 30—
Apr. 4; Walters, OK (Emerson First Indian), 6-
11; Valparaiso, IN (South Haven), 13-18; Lem-
mon Valley, NV (Calvary), 25—May 2

BENDER, TIM—THE TIM BENDER FAMILY: Gor-
donsville, TN. Mar. 16-21; Deer Lodge, TN
(Pleasant Green), 23-28; Richmond Heights,
OH (Calvary), Apr. 13-18; Connersville, IN
(First), 20-25; Morristown, IN, 27—May 2

BENNETT, ROBIN: McConnelsville, OH, Apr. 20-25

BENSON, MICHAEL W.: Guymon, OK, Mar. 1-3;
Sublette, KS, 3-7; Austin, TX (Grace), 10-14;
Chariton, 1A, 16-21; McAlester, OK, 24-28;
Wellington, KS, 31—Apr. 4; Sylvia, KS (Pleas-
ant Hill), 6-11; Maysville, KY, 14-18; Goodland,
KS, 21-25; Scott City, KS, 28-May 2

BLACK, HOWARD C.: Dickinson, ND, Mar. 8-12

BLUE, DAVID AND DANA: Chicago Central Indoor
Camp, Mar. 3-7; Northeast Oklahoma Indoor
Camp, 10-14; Chicago Central Indoor Camp,
17-21; S.W. Indiana Indoor Camp, 23-28;
Bradenton, FL (First), Apr. 4; Fort Myers, FL,
Holiness Crusade, 7-10; Fort Lauderdale, FL
(First), 1

BOCK, DON: Peebles, OH, Mar. 3-7; Plumwood,
OH, 10-14% Columbus, OH (Warren Avenue),
24-28; Zanesville, OH (South), 31—Apr. 4; Tipp
City, OH, 5-11*%; Inez, KY, 14-18; Xenia, OH
(New Burlington), 28—May 2

BOND, GARY AND BETH: Flint, Ml (West), Mar. 3-
7, Flint, MI (Central), 10-14; Fayette, OH, 17-21;
Dayton, OH (First), 24-28; Carey, OH (Ridge
Chapel), 31—Apr. 4; Greencastle, IN, 6-11; Up-
per Sandusky, OH, 14-18; Newton, KS (First),
21-25; Defiance, OH, 28-May 2

BRISCOE, JOHN B.: Concerts in lllinois and Indi-
ana, Mar, 3-7'; Huntington, IN (First), 10-14;
Concerts in Ohio and Pennsylvania, 17-18";
Grove City, PA, 30—Apr. 4; Brookville, PA (Cal-
vary), 11-15; Concerts in Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, and West Virginia, 18-30*

BROWN, MARK A.: Ossian, IN, Mar. 2-7; Anderson,
IN (Eastview), 9-14; Rockford, IL (Parkside), 1B-
21; Garrett, IN, 23; Elkhart, IN (Northside), 30 -
Apr. 4; Springport, IN (Luray), 6-11; Columbia
City, IN, 13-18; Lancaster, KY, 20-25; Decatur,
IN, 27-May 2

BUDD, JAY B.: New Galilee, PA, Mar. 16-21; New
Martinsville, WV, 23-28

BURNES, DONALD E.: Altus, OK, Mar. 10-14

BYERS, JOSEPH O.: Imperial, PA, Mar. 21-28;
Plum, PA (Monroeville), Apr. 25-30

CANFIELD, DAVE-EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES:
Alma, GA, Mar. 3-7*; Ashland, KY (Summit), 10-
14; Wilmington, OH, 17-21; Wheelersburg, OH,
24-28; Racine, OH, Apr. 7-11; Fairborn, OH
(Wrightview), 14-18; Martinsville, IN (First), 21-
25; Chesapeake, OH, 28—May 2

CARGIL, VERNON J.: Vivian, LA, Mar. 2-7

CHANEY, REEFORD AND BARBARA: Burlington,
NC (First), Mar. 6-10; McComb, MS (First), 20-
24; Bloomington, IN (First), Apr. 17-21; SW. In-
diana Women's Retreat, 23-24; Santa Cruz, CA,
Women's Retreat, 30— May 2

CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON AND LOIS: Anthony,
KS, Mar. 9-14

CHASE, FRANK: Guthrie, OK, Mar. 10-13; Reno,
NV, 17-21; Phoenix, AZ, 24-28; Polk, OH
(Rowsburg), Apr. 13-18; Indianapolis, IN (South-
port), 20-28; Martinsville, IN (Trinity), 27—May 7
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CHEATWOOD, HENRY AND PHYLLIS-FIVE
STAR EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES: Richland,
WA, Mar. 2-7; Guymon, OK, 10-14; Nixa, MO,
31—Apr. 4; Webb City, MO, 14-18; Red Oak,
1A, 21-25

CLAY, D. E.: Greenshoro, NC (White Rock), Mar:
21-25; Fayetteville, NC, 27-28; Geneva, OH,
31—Apr. 4; Ashland, OH, 18-21; North
Ridgeville, OH (Calvary Ridge), 24-25

GLEGG, DARREL AND KAREN: Hartville, OH,
Mar. 7; Atwater, OH, 10-14; Wooster, OH, 17-
21; Canal Fulton, OH, 26-28; Clendenin, WV,
31—Apr. 4; Ravenswood, WV, 6-11; Concerts
in Louisville, OH, 15; Waltershurg, PA, 21-25;
Shinnston, WV, 27—May 2

COBB, BILL AND TERRI: Olathe, KS (College),
Mar. 7-14; Douglasville, GA (First), 17-21;
Phoenix, AZ (Orangewood), 28; Orange, TX
(First), Apr. 14-18; Cimarron, KS, 21-25; Craw-
fordsville, IN, 28—May 2

CORESON, KEN AND PATTI'S MINISTRIES: Rich-
land, OR (New Bridge), Mar. 7-10; Sweet
Home, OR, 25-28; Beulah, ND. Apr. 7-11

COVINGTON, NATHAN A,: Dodge City, KS (Col-
lege Heights), Mar. 3-7; Independence, KS, 10-
14; Smith Center, KS, 17-21; Springfield, MO
(Scenic Drive), Apr. 2-4; Danville, IL (South-
side), 7-11; Minneapolis, MN (Russell Avenue),
14-18; Sterling, CO, 20-25; Meeker, OK (Horton
Chapel), 28—May 2

CRANDALL, V. E. AND BARBARA: Decatur, IL
(Oak Grove), Mar. 23-28; Petersburg, IN, 30—
Apr. 4; Angola, IN, 13-18; Georgetown, IL, 20-
25; Muncie, IN (Emmanuel), 27—May 2

DANIELS, M. BERT: Hamlin, TX, Mar. 7-10; Hanni-
bal, MO (First), 16-20; Lawton, OK (First), 30-
Apr. 4

DEBOLT, TED AND DOROTHY: Punta Gorda, FL,
Mar. 14 and Apr. 4*

DELL, JIMMY: Traverse City, MI, Mar. 6-10; St.
Joseph, MI, 11-14; Rushville, IL, 20-24; Water-
ford, MI (Williams Lake), 25-28; Oakland City,
IN, 31—Apr. 4; Portsmouth, OH (First), 14-18;
Bentonville, AR, 24-28; Benton, AR (First), 29 -
May 2

DOCTORIAN, SAMUEL: El Paso, TX, Mar. 5-7,
Lebanon, 10-20; Pueblo, CO (Belmont), 21-24;
Rancho Bernardo, CO, 26-28*; Indonesia, Apr.
1-26; Israel, 27—May 8

DOOLITTLE, KEVIN AND KAREN: Vero Beach, FL
(First), Mar. 5-7; Washington, PA (First), 12-14;
Lawrenceville, IL, 17-21* Noblesville, IN, 24-28;
Washington, PA (First), Apr. 14-18

DOROUGH, WILLIAM M.: Denver City, TX, Mar. 2-
7, Pasadena, TX (Red Bluff), 16-21

DUNMIRE, RALPH AND JOANN: Savanna, TN,
Apr. 47

DUTTON, BARRY AND TAVIA: Louisville, KY, In-
door Camp, Mar. 2-7; Fort Smith, AR (Trinity),
9-14; Stafford, KS, 16-21; McCloud, OK (Twin
Lakes), 23-28; Oklahoma, Green County Holi-
ness Convention, 30—Apr. 4; Florence, CO, 6-
11; Wrightsville, GA (Mount Olive), 13-18; Chilli-
cothe, OH (Westside), 20-25

FADER, WES AND MARY: Oklahoma City, OK
(Shields Boulevard), Mar. 3-7; Enid, OK (First),
9-14; Grandview, MO, 17-21; Charlotte, NC
(Plaza), 24-28; Mooresville, NC, 30—Apr. 4;
Salem, WA, 6-11; Baltimore, MD (Dundalk), 16-
21; Pylesville, MD (Fawn Grove), 23-28

FAULK, A. R.: Hugo, OK, Mar. 9-14; Marquand,
MO, 31—Apr. 4% Brighton, TN (Tipton County),
20-25

FRANK, RICHARD A.: Oak Hill, FL, Mar. 7; De
Queen, AR, 9-14

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Fayetteville, TN,
Mar. 3-7; Winchester, OH, 10-14*; Salem, IL
(Grace), 17-21; Tuscaloosa, AL, 23-28*; New
Castle, IN (First), 30—Apr. 4; Urbana, OH, 7-
11* Anderson, IL, 14-18*; Indianapolis, IN
(Southport), 20-25; Martinsville, IN (Trinity),
27-May 1

HAINES, GARY W.: Kilgore, TX, Mar. 6-10; Lexing-
ton, KY (First), 20-24; Tyler, TX (Lakeview), Apr.
3-7; Longview, TX (First), 8-11; Birmingham, AL
(First), 17-21; Birmingham, AL (First), 17-21;
Birmingham, AL (Center Point), 22-25; Dallas
Laymen's Retreat, 30—May 2

HANCOCK, TIM: Glasgow, WV, Mar. 3-7; Kent, OH,
10-14; Fort Wright, KY (Covington Central), 17-
21; Goose Creek, SC (Charleston Calvary), 24-
28; Nashville, TN (Bethel), 31—Apr. 4;
Youngstown, OH (First), 7-11; Martinez, GA, 14-
18; Wellsburg, WV, 21-25; Moundsville, WV,
28-May 2

HAYNES, CHARLES AND MYRT: Bedford, IN
(Davis Memorial), Mar. 2-7; Kokomo, IN, 10-14%
Whiting, IN (Robertsdale), 16-21; Paoli, IN, 23-
28; Louisville, KY, Apr. 7-11% Fort Wayne, IN
(Fairfield Avenue), 13-18; Baton Rouge, LA
(First), 27-May 2

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: Kansas City, KS (Metropoli-
tan), Mar. 7-10; Topeka, KS (First), 14-17; Ken-
newick, WA, 21-24; Parma, ID, 28-31; Cotton-
wood, AZ (Verde Valley), Apr. 4-7;
Albuquerque, NM (Los Altos), 18-21; Sheridan,
OR, 25-28

HILL, BEN E—BIBLE EXPOSITIONS: Tishomingo,
OK, Mar. 2-7; Unionville, MI (Colling), 14-18;
North Pekin, IL, 23-28; Wichita, KS (Eastridge),
27-May 2

HILL, WILLIAM AND KATHRYN: Zanesville, OH
(First), Mar. 14-18; Spencer, WV, 23-28

HUGHES, JOYCE: Dickson, TN (Jason Chapel),
Mar. 14-17; Oregon, IL, 23-28; Camden, IL,
30—Apr. 4; Toronto, ON, 9; Egypt, ON, 13-18;
South Fulton, TN (First), 20-25

JACKSON, PAUL AND TRISR-JETSTREAM MIN-
ISTRIES: Concerts in Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Mar. 1-14; Booker,
TX, 25-28* Concerts in Kansas, Missouri, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Apr. 21-30

JUNEMAN, JOHN AND TRINA: Oklahoma City, OK
(Metroplex FLW), Mar, 3-7; Clinton, OK, 10-14;
Oakes, ND, 16-21; Blytheville, AR (First), 24-28;
Festus, MO, 31—Apr. 4; Sanborn, NY (St.
Paul's), 14-18; Mount Vernon, OH (Evangelical),
21-25; Cardington, OH, 28—May 2

KELLER EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES, GREG
AND SUE: Rock Hill, SC (Grace), Mar. 6-10;
Fort Mill, SC, 13-17; West Columbia, SC (Cen-
tral), 20-24; Florence, SC (First), 27-31; Jack-
sonville, NC (Faith), Apr. 10-14; Rocky Mount,
NC, 17-21; Cambridge, OH (First), 24-28

LAXSON, KIP: Sterling, IL (First), Mar. 3-7; Ottawa,
IL (First), 10-14; Fortville, IN, 17-21; Hampton,
VA, 24-28; Mentor, OH, 31—Apr. 4; Waynes-
burg, PA, 7-11; Winnshoro, SC, 14-18; Clearwa-
ter, SC (Widland Valley First), 21-25

LEAF, JOHN D.: Killbuck, OH, Apr. 20-25

LESTER, FRED R.: Hawkins, TX (Whispering
Pines), Mar. 17-28

LIDDELL, P. L.: Crowley, LA (Ebenezer), Mar. 16-
21; Bloomington, IN, 23-28'; Lennon, MI, 30—
Apr. 4%, Mayfield, KY, 6-11; Bethany, KY, 13-18*

LOCKARD, W. D.: Belle, WV, Mar. 2-7; Clendenin,
WV (Quick), 9-14; Follansbee, WV (First), IB-
21; Point Pleasant, WV, 28-31; Gallagher, WV,
Apr. 6-11; Charleston, WV (Northside), 20-25;
Stonewood, WV, 27—May 2*

LOMAN, LANE: Springfield, MO (Grace), Mar. 7-10;
Midwest City, OK (First), 14-17; Warren, OH
(Champion), 21-24; Roanoke, VA (Indoor
Camp), 31—Apr. 4; Troy, OH, 11-14* Trinity,
NC, 18-21"; Ottisville, MI (Richfield), 25-28

MANER, ROBERT E.: Hurricane, WV (First), Apr.
20-25; Mannington, WV, 27—May 2

MANLEY, STEPHEN AND DELPHINE: Garfield
Heights, OH (Cleveland), Mar. 3-7; Gas City, IN,
10-14; Ferguson, MO (St. Louis), 17-21; Or-
angeburg, SC (Memorial), 24-29; Winston-
Salem, NC (First), 30—Apr. 4; Harrisonburg,
VA, 7-11; Scarborough, ME (South Portland).
14-18; Roanoke, VA, 21-25* High Point, NC
(Calvary), 27-May 2

MANN, THURL AND MARY KAY: Shreveport, LA
(Huntington Park), Mar. 3-7; Gainesville, GA
(First), 10-14; Erlanger, KY, 17-21; Mackey, IN,
23-28; Columbus, MS (First), 31—Apr. 4; Monti-
cello, IL, 7-11; Manteno, IL, 21-25; Elwood, IN,
28-May 2*

McMAHON. MICK AND HELEN—VICTORY MIN-
ISTRIES: Kutztown, PA, Mar. 2-7; New
Brighton, PA, 16-21; Clare, MI, 23-28; Big
Rapids, MI, 30—Apr. 4; Parish, NY (Faith), 7-
11; Beverly, MA, 13-18; Laurel, DE, 20-25;
Franklin, PA, 27—May 2

McWHIRTER, G. S.: Flint, MI (First), Mar. 3-7; Fort
Worth, TX (Northside), 10-14; Cincinnati, OH
(Springdale), 17-21; Texarkana, TX (First), 24-
28; Salt Lake City, UT (First), 31—Apr. 4:

Shawnee, OK, 21-25; Yorktown, IN, 27—May 2

MEREDITH, DWIGHT AND NORMA JEAN:
Neosho, MO, Mar. 25-28

MONCK, JIM: Fori Wayne, IN (Lake Avenue), Mar.
3-7; Modesto, CA (Trinity), 12-17; Newton, KS
(First), 21-24; Los Lunas, NM (Valencia Valley),
Apr. 4-8

MOSS, UDELL G.: Mesquite, TX, Mar. 16-21; Wal-
dron, AR (First), 23-28; Ottumwa, IA (First),
30—Apr. 4; Kalamazoo, MI (Southside), 7-11;
Grand Haven, MI, 14-18; North Star, MI, 20-25;
Sherrodsville, OH, 27—May 2*

MYERS, HAROLD L.: Trenton, FL (Community),
Mar. 2-7; Port St. Joe, FL (First), 9-14; Cochran,
GA, 16-21; Elizabethton, TN, 23-28; Olney, IL,
31—Apr. 4; Tiffin, OH, 28-May 2

NAJARIAN, BERG AND DORIS: Gainesville, FL
(First), Mar. 19-21; Jacksonville, FL (First), 27-
28

PETTIT, ELAINE C.: Bowling Green, OH, Mar. 1-7;
Bellefontaine, OH, 9-14; Wiltshire, OH (Country-
side), 22-25; Chesaning, MI, 28—Apr. 1; Tole-
do, OH (Trinity), 3; Archbold, OH, 4-8; Midland,
MI (Nease Memorial), 13-18; West Milton, OH,
20-25; Holland, MI, 27-May 2

POWELL, FRANK: Plymouth, OH, Mar. 28—Apr. 4*

REED, SHERMAN: La Porte, IN, Mar. 2-7; Fort
Sheridan, IL, 13-14% Welty, OK, 17-21%; Bris-
tow, OK, 22-28; Claremore, OK, 31—Apr. 4;
Fort Sheridan, IL, 17-18; Upper Marlboro, MD
(Melwood), 20-25

RICKEY, HOWARD L.: Greensburg, KY (Sum-
mersville), Mar. 7-12; Linden, MI (Argentine),
14-18; Greentown, OH, 21-25; Hawesville, KY,
Apr. 4-7; Boswell, PA, 9-12; Pontiac, MI (First),
14-18; Huntington, WV (Walnut Hills), 27-May
2

ROSE, WAYNE: Alton, IL (Hillcrest), Mar. 2-7; Os-
borne, KS, 9-14; Denver, CO (Eastside), 16-21;
Kingman, KS, 30—Apr. 4; Larned, KS, 6-11; An-
derson, MO (Banner), 13-18; Bethany, OK
(Jernigan Memorial), 27—May 2

ROTH, RONALD: Norwood, MO (Countryside), Mar.
2-7; Neodesha, KS, 9-14; Lamar, MO, 16-21;
Malden, MO (Heritage), 23-28; Wurtland, KY
(First), 30—Apr. 4; Bradford, PA (Bolliver Drive),
6-11; Ridgway, PA, 13-18; Dunkirk, IN, 20-
May 1

RUNYAN, DAVID W.: Creve Coeur, IL, Mar. 5-7;
Mount Carmel, IL, 12-14; Glen Carbon, IL
(Glenview), 16-21; Murphysboro, IL, 26-28; Pe-
ru, IL, Apr. 2-4; St. Louis, MO (Southwest), 14-
18; St. Joseph, MO (Northside), 21-28; Sand-
wich, IL, 30—May 9

SMITH, GEORGE E.: Minford, OH, Apr. 7-11

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Newport, TN, Mar. 3-7; Gulf-
port, MS, 9-14%; Laurel, MS (First), 16-21:
Brookhaven, MS (First), 23-28; Hattiesburg, MS
(First), 30—Apr. 4; Gautier, MS (Metro), 6-11;
North Biloxi, MS (First), 20-25

SMITH, DUANE: Johnson City, TN, Mar. 2-7;
Kingsport, TN (First), 9-14; College Park, MD,
17-21; Fredericksburg, VA, 23-29; Jackson, OH,
30—Apr. 4; Parsons, WV, 6-11; Charleston, WV
(Campbells Creek), 13-18; Cory, IN, 20-25;
Mount Vernon, IN (Point Township), 27—May 2

STEVENSON, S. C.: Katy, TX, Mar. 2-7; Kileen, TX,
9-14; Baker, LA, 16-21; Magnolia, MS, 24-28;
Roland, OK, 30—Apr. 4; Muldrow, OK, 6-11;
Sallisaw, OK, 13-18

TAYLOR, BOBBY: Mason, OH, Mar. 3-7; Juliet
Zone Indoor Camp, 9-14; Mason, MI (First), 17-
21; Winchester, IN, 24-29; Norwood, OH
(Cincinnati), 31—Apr. 4; Westlake, OH (Park-
side), 7-11; Weirton, WV, 14-18; Georgetown,
KY, 21-25; Vandalia, OH, 28-May 2

THORNTON, REV. AND MRS. WALLACE: Port
Clinton, OH, Mar. 9-14% Tipton, IN, 16-21%
Brushton, NY, 26—Apr. 4* Geneva, PA, 9-18%
Newton Falls, OH, 25-28

WELLS, LINARD: Dexter, MO (Southwest), Mar. 2-
7; Terre Haute, IN (Southside), 9-14; Farmer
City, IL, 16-21; Washington, IL (Sunnyland), 23-
28; Indianapolis, IN (Speedway), 30—Apr. 4;
Decatur, IL (Trinity), 6-11; Shelbyville, IL, 13-18;
Bedford, IN, Zone Indoor Camp, 20-25; North
Vernon, IN, 27-May 2

WETNIGHT, RICK: Colorado Springs, CO (New
Hope/Rockies), Mar. 2-7; Green Rock, IL, 1Q-
14; Evansville, IN (Diamond Valley), 19-21;
Joplin, MO (Calvary), 23-28; Marietta, OH
(First), Apr. 24-28

Continued on page 29
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Rev. Moises Esperilla
Superintendent
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American District

Dr. Walter M. Hubbard
Superintendent
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Superintendent
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“Honoring the Trust”
Achieved by
Nine Districts

Nine districts paid 100 percent or more of their Pen-
sions and Benefits Fund for the 1991-1992 assembly
year. The superintendents (pictured), pastors, and lo-
cal congregations are to be congratulated for “Hon-
oring the Trust.” Seven additional districts paid 95 per-
cent or more, and 48 additional districts paid 90 per-
cent or more.

The importance of full payment is emphasized by
the following facts:

* No General Budget funds are allocated for pay-

ing pensions or benefits to ministers.

» Although thousands of years of service credits

were earned before the beginning of the “Basic”

Pension Plan in 1971, the church has chosen to

honor these for pension benefits. No funds were col-

lected prior to 1971 to offset these liabilities. There-
fore, they must be honored from funds collected to-
day.

e The payment of the pension is both a moral and

a long-term legal obligation to which the church al-

ready has committed itself.

* As local churches pay their Pensions and Bene-

fits Fund, they do, indeed, honor the trust of those

men and women who have given their best years to

Kingdom work.

Most recipients of the “Basic”Pension began their min-
istry with no thought of receiving a church pension. They
worked faithfully and gave sacrificially. Their trust was
in the future of a church that proclaimed Christian holi-
ness, and in the God they knew to meet individual needs.

Their trust continues to be honored. Today, the num-
ber of pensioners exceeds 3,800, and the amount paid in
pension checks is nearly $600,000 each month. Such a re-
sponsibility calls for personal as well as denominational
commitment!

Support your local church in “Honoring the Trust.”
Pray for full support of the Pensions and Benefits Fund
as it reaches out to meet the needs of current pensioners.
Pray for the Board of Pensions and Benefits USA as it
plans and exercises the stewardship necessary to meet the
anticipated needs of future pensioners.

We are the church today. And the church today is the
means of God's provision for the years ahead.

“Honoring the Trust”
“Serving Those Who Serve”
Board of Pensions and Benefits USA

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131-1284



U.S. SHOULD END VATICAN TIES

Two major American religious organi-
zations, acting independently, have
asked President Bill Clinton to end U.S.
diplomatic ties with the Vatican,
according to a report by the Religious
News Service.

“If the religious liberty provisions of
the First Amendment mean anything,
they surely forbid the U.S. government
from creating a continuing official rela-
tionship with one religious faith,” Barry
Lynn, executive director of Americans
United for Separation of Church and
State, said in a letter to Clinton.

“All religious leaders and denomina-
tions have the right to express their
opinions to the White House, but none
should receive special privileges in that
regard,” he said.

The Southern Baptist Convention’s
Christian Life Commission has also
urged Clinton to discontinue diplomatic
ties, first established by President Rea-
gan in 1984.

“The Holy See of the Roman
Catholic Church is an ecclesiastical

entity, not a civil state,” Richard Land,
CLC executive director, said in a letter
to Clinton.

Land called Reagan’s 1984 action “a
wrong” that Clinton, as the “first Bap-
tist president since its implementation”
has the opportunity to redress.

“We would oppose diplomatic status
for any religious entity,” Land said.

The question of U.S. diplomatic ties
with the Vatican, a tiny city-state within
the confines of Rome, has drawn pas-
sionate debate since President Harry
Truman first tried to name an ambas-
sador to the Vatican.

In 1951, after a large public outcry,
Truman withdrew the nomination of
Gen. Mark Clark, a World War 1l gen-
eral, as ambassador.

In 1983, Congress, with little fanfare,
repealed an old law dating back to the
19th century that specifically barred
such nominations and in 1984, Reagan
upgraded U.S. ties with the Vatican to
the formal status of diplomatic rela-
tions.

With One Voice

A CAPPELLA MOMENTS OF PRAISE

The Masters Chorale
Conducted by Tom Fettke

Fifty minutes of beautiful a cappella wor-
ship music in a delightful mixture of

styles. Titles include: “I Will Rejoice,”

“Hallowed Be Thy Name," “Deep River,”
“All That | Need,” and more.
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HHMB-638 Book $5.25
HHTA-4009C Cassette $10.88
HHDC-4009  Compact Disc ~ $14.88
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Publishing Company
P.O. Box 419527
Kansas City, MO 64141
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NEWS OF
RELIGION

NEW DATE SET FOR THE END
OF THE WORLD

Radio broadcaster Harold Camping has
become the latest to predict the date for
the end of the world. The voice of Fami-
ly Radio, a 38-station Christian radio
network, is promoting Sept. 6, 1994, as
the probable date of Christ’s second
coming, according to a report in the
National and International Religion
Report.

Asserting that his conclusions are
based on years of Bible study, Camping
has stated his belief on his radio pro-
grams and in a new, self-published book,
1994? Camping, 71, also promoted his
ideas during a recent trip to Russia.

In an interview with a San Diego Tri-
bune reporter last fall. Camping con-
demned as “utterly ridiculous” the
actions of a Korean sect that predicted
the world would end Oct. 28. Camping
said that he does not want to dwell on a
date, but to emphasize that there is not
much time left for people to turn to God.

MOST CONVERTED IN
ONE-ON-ONE ENCOUNTER

Most people convert to Christianity
because a friend talked to them one-on-
one, according to a recent survey in
Britain. The survey, conducted by
Researchers for Churches Together,
found that only 4 percent of those
polled found Christ as a result of attend-
ing an evangelistic meeting.

Of the new converts polled, most said
they made professions of faith after a
long conversion process, not because of
a sudden encounter. Some also said they
were converted following important
milestones in life, such as the birth of a
child or the death of a loved one.

But, said Gavin Read, who organized
Billy Graham's tour of England in the
mid-1980s, big evangelistic meetings
still play a valid role, even though they
are not intended to replace one-on-one
evangelism. “As Christians we are all a
lazy bunch,” Read said. "These meet-
ings sometimes give us the heave to get
out and do what we should have been
doing all the time.”
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Observer a

Signs ofthe Times:

ANGER?” signs are common,
often appearing on build-
ings, vehicles, and high-

Danger

trucks loaded with chemicals or
gasoline.
The Letter to the Hebrews de-

ways. Man’s sense of fair play declares that the blood of Jesus speaks

mands that dangerous conditions
and situations be placarded with
warning.

God plays fair. His word is re-
plete with danger signs. He will not
allow sinners to die and be lost for-
ever without ample warning.

A frequent danger sign reads,
“Danger— Explosives.” You tend to
speed up or slow down when you
come alongside a vehicle bearing
that sign.

Paul called the gospel of Jesus
Christ “the power of God for salva-
tion.” (Romans 1:16, RSV). The
Greek word for power is dunamis,
from which we get dynamite. While
Paul had no concept of dynamite, he
was aware of the explosive content
of the gospel message. It revealed
the “righteousness of God,” His way
of putting people right with himself
(v. 17, RSV). But also revealed,
says Paul, is “the wrath of God . ..
from heaven” against those who
“suppress” saving truth by persist-
ing in “ungodliness and wicked-
ness” (v. 18, RSV).

When | was a boy, | witnessed a
horrible scene. In a rock pit near our
home, a premature dynamite blast
killed five workmen. | watched the
scattered remains of those men be-
ing collected and tossed into fruit
crates. Handled properly, dynamite
enabled the workers to quarry the
rock used in a variety of construc-
tion projects. Mishandled, it de-
stroyed them. God's power for sal-
vation, spurned and rejected, brings
eternal destruction.

Another fearsome warning is
"Danger— Flammable.” It often de-
scribes cargo being hauled in tank

a message of salvation, and warns,
“See that you do not refuse him who
is speaking ... for our God is a con-
suming fire” (12:25, 28, RSV). To
trifle with God is to play with fire.
According to Paul, the Lord Jesus
will be “revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels in flaming fire,
inflicting vengeance upon those
who do not know God and upon
those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians
1:7-8, RSV). They will be punished
eternally by exclusion
“from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of
his might” (v. 9, RSV). The
church, to say nothing of
the world, no longer acts as
if such explosive results en-
sue when the gospel is re-
jected.
Emperor Nero illuminat-
ed his garden at night by
impaling Christians upon
hooks fastened to the walls
and then setting them
aflame. The followers of
Christ met fiery death with heroism,
for the Lord had warned them, “Do
not fear those who Kkill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body
in hell” (Matthew 10:28, RSV). The
word translated "hell” is Gehenna, a
valley of burning refuse that fur-
nished a terrible metaphor for the
quenchless flames of hell. Death by
burning is horrible, but vastly more
so is “the second death”—“the lake
of fire and brimstone.” Such terrible
figures of speech point to an even
more terrible reality.
In mountain areas | have often

W. E. McCUMBER

seen the sign, "Danger— Falling
Rocks.” They make me prefer traf-
fic lanes farthest from the mountain-
sides.

Jesus declared himself to be the
cornerstone of the church, rejected
by men but honored by God. This
grave warning follows: “Every one
who falls on that stone will be bro-
ken to pieces; but when it falls on
any one it will crush him” (Luke
20:18, RSV).

In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a
giant statue, which represented four
successive world empires, he beheld
“a stone . ..cut [from a mountain]
by no human hand” (Daniel 2:34.

G od spowerfor salvation,
spurned and rejected, brings

eternal destruction.

RSV), which destroyed the colossus
and became itself a kingdom that
fills the earth and stands forever.
That stone is Christ. To reject Him
is to be smashed in judgment.

In the light of Scripture’s constant
danger signs, we travel at our own
risk, responsible for our own des-
tinies. We need to heed these severe
warning passages. To discount or ig-
nore them is to pretend that we
know more about God than did Je-
sus himself. We don't.

W. E. McCumber is a preacher,
teacher, author, and former editor
of the Herald of Holiness. "
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Notes from an editor’s notebook

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

So You Gave Up Mountain
Climbingfor Lent?

e participate in a tradition that

regretfully gives short shrift

to Lent—that period of 40
weekdays prior to Easter. 1remember
hearing about Lent as a young person,
but I didn't know much about it. While
attending seminary, | came to have a
greater appreciation for this time of in-
trospection and reflection upon God’s
greatest gift to mankind
—His Son on Calvary.

generally puts away about eight cups of
black coffee a day, along with two or
three Super Big Gulps, this is no easy
task.

Maybe this is why the days get so long
during those weeks just prior to Easter.

Now you’re probably wondering why
I do it. It isn’t that it makes me feel any
better, although I am sure some doctor
out there can assure me
that | actually feel better

Lent is often associated Maybe this is when | don’t drink the
with increased prayer, why the days stuff. It isn’t that it makes
fasting, and perhaps the me any holier. | under-
giving up of something get SO Iong stand the grace thing. |

which we usually enjoy.
You’ve no doubt heard
the jokes about the kid
who says, “I’m giving up
liver (homework,
bathing, etc.) for Lent."
I'm not sure, but | imagine Calvin (of
Calvin and Hobbes, not John) probably
has said something like this.

The idea of giving up something for
Lent goes back a long way and probably
more often took the form of fasting in
the Early Church. It was, according to
one of my church history books, done
"in commemoration of Christ's suffer-
ings." In Rome, a special fast began on
Good Friday and concluded with the
dawn of Easter.

Perhaps we think it is too “high
church" to participate in Lent, or we as-
sociate it with Catholicism or Anglican-
ism. To be sure, John Wesley, as a good
Anglican, probably observed Lent with
special fasts and related observances.

But 1personally have found Lent to be
a time for drawing closer to God, and 1
think that part of the reason for this is the
giving up of something.

You’re probably wondering what |
give up. lunderstand that, to some, this
may sound silly, but for the past few
years, | have refrained from drinking soft
drinks (“pop" to you Northern and West-
ern folks) and have foregone the drink-
ing of my most favorite drink in the
whole, wide world—coffee. Now this
may sound easy, but for someone who

during those
weeks just prior
to Easter.

know that 1can't work
my way to heaven.

What my little exercise
does do is keep God in
my thoughts. You see, |
like to drink coffee and
soft drinks. | should have stock in
Maxwell House and the Coca-Cola
Company. Much of my days are spent
lifting a coffee cup or a diet Coke can to
my lips. But when 1 find myself wanting
one of these liquid refreshers during
Lent, I realize that | have chosen to give
them up for a while, and my thoughts
immediately turn to Christ and, more
particularly, to what He gave up for me.

When you do this 10 or 12 times a
day, you can’t help but find yourself
drawing closer to Jesus.

I am not advising everyone to do this.
I know some Nazarenes who would find
it easier to stop breathing than to give up
coffee for two months, but | share this
with you to suggest that everyone could
give up some personal treat.

I’ll make you this promise. If you try
it and come Easter you don’t feel that
you have grown just a little bit deeper in
your spiritual life. I’ll buy you a cup of
coffee. Just don’t ask me to do it during
Lent.

a7



NEWS LATE NEWS NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « N

HUDSON RETIRES

James J. Hudson has retired
as Caribbean regional direc-
tor effective Jan. 1, according
to Robert H. Scott. World
Mission division director.
Hudson had served in that
position since 1986.

Juan Vazquez Pla has been
appointed to serve as interim
regional coordinator. Scott
said. Vazquez Pla will facili-
tate activities within that re-
gion throughout this final
year of the quadrennium.

A native of Arkansas,
Hudson is a graduate of
Southern Nazarene Universi-
ty, Central State University,
and Nazarene Theological
Seminary. He and his wife,
Uucille, were appointed as

missionaries to Guatemala in
1952 where they served for
21 years. In 1974, Hudson
assumed a staff position in
the World Mission Division,
which included supervision
of the Work and W itness
program and deputation
scheduling for furloughing
missionaries. He was also the
first area coordinator for the
Asia, Latin America, and
Caribbean fields.

The Hudsons returned to
Guatemala in 1982 to estab-
lish the Mexico, Central
America, and Caribbean
(MAC) regional office. The
area was divided in 1986 and
the Hudsons moved to Mi-
ami, Fla., to establish the

James J. Hudson retired Jan. 1
as Caribbean regional director.

Caribbean regional office.

The Caribbean Region in-
cludes 27 districts and 708
organized churches. There
are 85,495 church members
on the region.

HEART TO HEART RETURNS TO RUSSIA WITH $4 MILLION IN MEDICINE

Medicine valued at $4 mil-
lion was loaded aboard a
commercial DC-8 Jan. 19,
for transport to St. Peters-
burg. Russia. The 75,000-
pound cargo plane was
leased by the U.S. State De-
partment to haul supplies
raised by Heart to Heart In-
ternational. The aircraft took
off from Richards-Gebaur
Air Force base, south of
Kansas City, on the 19th.
The medicine was to arrive
in St. Petersburg the follow-
ing day.

Heart to Heart is a non-
profit organization based in
Olathe, Kans. It is operated
largely by Nazarenes.

The task of unloading the
40 tons of supplies was to be
performed by hand, accord-
ing to Nazarene layman Jim
Kerr, who serves as volun-
teer pharmaceutical donors
chairman of the humanitar-
ian agency.

The medicine will be
stored at a warehouse in St.
Petersburg where Russian
hospitals and clinics will

GRAVES ACCEPTS CALL TO SPRINGDALE

David W. Graves, 39, has
accepted the call to serve as
senior pastor of Cincinnati
Springdale Church of the
Nazarene. Graves received a
vote of 367 yes and 8 no in
balloting Jan. 3. His last
Sunday at Nashville Grace
Church was Jan. 31.

Graves has served as se-
nior pastor of Nashville
Grace since October 1989.
Prior to this, he pastored
Marion, Ohio, First Church
(1986-89), Broken Arrow,
Okla., Church of the Naza-

48

rene (1981-86), and Mon-
roe, N.C., Church of the
Nazarene (1979-81). He is a
graduate of Olivet Nazarene
University and Nazarene
Theological Seminary. He
and his wife, Sharon, have
three sons, Michael, John,
and Stephen; and a daugh-
ter, Rachel.

Cincinnati Springdale has
been without a pastor since
March 1992 when Steve
Green left to accept the se-
nior pastorate of Pasadena
First Church.

come to receive their dona-
tions.

The supplies included
nearly 1.000 pounds of tech-
nical and medical equipment
such as intravenous rigging
and catheters. The remaining
cargo consisted mainly of an-
tibiotics donated or pur-
chased from American phar-
maceutical companies: Led-
erle, Lemmon, Kendall
Health Care, Wyeth-Ayerst,
and Marion Merrell Dow,
Inc., according to Kerr.

Heart to Heart officials,
who thought they would be
shipping only 20 tons on a
commercial plane, were not
aware that they would be
able to send 40 tons until Jan.
15, when confirmation of the
DC-8 was made by the State
Department.

A matching grant from
Rotary International became
available that same day.
With that money, the Olathe

For the latest in

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING TOPS
$9.4 MILLION

More than $9.4 million
was received in the 1992
Thanksgiving Offering for
World Evangelism, ac-
cording to D. Moody
Gunter, Finance division
director. The final report
showed that $9,450,166.13
was received.

“We give God the glory
for the tremendous re-
sponse to the 1992
Thanksgiving Offering,"”
Gunter said. “Your
prayers and support for
the total ministries of the
Church of the Nazarene
are appreciated.”

group purchased the remain-
der of the medicine to fill the
plane.

“We picked up cargo from
Kansas City, Mississippi,
Pennsylvania, Georgia, and
Oklahoma,” said Carl
Seaton, owner of Seaton Van
Lines, Olathe. Seaton's com-
pany stored the pharmaceuti-
cal supplies at an Olathe
warehouse and delivered
them to Richards-Gebaur for
pallet assembly.

Nearly $400,000 worth of
medical supplies were hand-
carried to St. Petersburg Jan.
15 by a 111-member delega-
tion of students and volun-
teers. During the visit, the
participants visited with stu-
dents, patients, and Russian
business leaders.

Heart to Heart's first airlift
to the Soviet Union last May
provided almost $5 million in
medical supplies and infant
food.

news about the

Church of the Nazarene, phone the
Nazarene TeleNews Service at
(816) 333-8270.
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Features of the Month

LBC

Headin' Home

Energetic, toe-tapping, hand-clapping, irresistable

southern gospel music at its finest! Includes songs from

some of the best writers in gospel music: Kirk Talley, SONGS TO CHANGE THE WORLD
Mosie Lister, Squire Parsons, and others.

Buy either cassette or compact disc and receive a

Crystal Sea Sampler cassette or compact disc FREE!
HHMD-122 Cassette offer $8.88
HHMD-123 Compact disc offer $10.88

Kidz of the Neighborhood

Children can express the joy of living in “God?* Big

Neighborhood” through fun, singable songs that cover

cultural differences, relationships, the church, and shar-

ing their faith.

HHMD-121 Extra-Length Cassette Now Only ¢$8.88 voune vorees sy JEEHLINN
Reg. Price $12.98

BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY

Spirituality: God's Rx for Stress

By Neil B. Wiseman The key to reducing stress is spiritu-
al development. Through the integration of body, mind,
and soul God gives inner strength to fight the external
pressures of our world. Included are exercises that ex-
plore new approaches to time management, tranquillity
through music and song, disciplines in daily schedules,
and the importance of measuring our lives by quality,
not quantity.

HHO08341 1-4291 $14.95

Prices subject to change without notice Plus postage

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE FINE MONTHLY FEATURES TODAY!
Call us at 1-800-877-0700
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
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A d u | t Mission Education Packet

TOUCHING LIVES THROUGH MISSIONS

ADULT READING

Find out how NWMS is changing lives throughout the SET

world with these educational resources on Nazarene
world areas, personalities, and other mission topics.

HHU-4093A $16 95

THE MOZAMBIQUE STORY
By Frank Howie
HH083-411-5069 $4.95

STRICKLAND SAFARI
A Legacy of Commitment and Service

By Jerald D. Johnson/Carol Zurcher
HHO083-411-4666 $5.50

A PROFILE IN JOY:
The Life of Stephen Kim

By Anna Belle Laughbaum
HH083-411-4712 $6.50

Contains all
six books
HHU-693 $29.95

SMALL MEDIUM— LARGE
IMPACT

The Miracle of World Mission Radio

By Dean Nelson HHO83-411-4674  $5.95

MEMORIES OF AFRICA
Stories from a Pioneer Missionary
By Mary Schmelzenbach
HH083-411-5077 $5.50

LOUISE ROBINSON CHAPMAN:
On Assignment from God
By Helen Temple

1993'94 aRﬁgcggg Books

kets

Y outh Mission Education Packet

THE BIG G.C.: TAKING ON
THE GREAT COMMISSION

12 lessons and various other resources help youth work-
ers and teens alike prepare themselves to face the future

challenges of our changing society.
HHU-4093Y $16.95

YOUTH READING
SET

Contains all three
reading books
HHU-63093  $15.50

STRICKLAND SMALL MEDIUM-  LOUISE ROBINSOI
SAFARI LARGE IMPACT CHAPMAN:

A Legacy of Commitment  The Miracle of World On Assignment

and Service Mission Radio from God

By Jerald D. Johnson/
Carol Zurcher
HH083-411-4666 $5.50

By Dean Nelson
HH083-411-4674 $5.95

By Helen Temple
HH083-411-4720 $5.95

Children Mission Education Packet

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY

CHILDREN S READINQ

Leader's guide, work sheets, visuals, games, SET

and learning activities all focus on helping girls
and boys understand their Christian education.

HHU-4093C $16.95

ADVENTURES IN AFRICA
By Lorraine Schultz
HH083-411-2280 $3 25
FREEDOM KIDS

By Melodie Rolfe

HHO083-411-4690 $2.95

“DR. DAVID”

Medical Pioneer to the Swazis

By Betty Bowes
HHOB3 411-2248  $3.25

Contains all six
children's books
HHU-1993  $16.95

HIDDEN TREASURE

By Marion Rich

HHO083-411-2264 $3.25

THE GIFT OF HOPE

ByRoxieAnn Wessels/Lisa Ham

HHO83 411-2256 $3.25

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY CLU
And Other Stories

By Sharon R Groves
HH083-411-4704 $3.25

ORDER TOLL FREE FROM
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE



