








THE HOLY HEART
by Daniel R. Gales 

Deut. 5:23-33; 6:5 
September 11, 1994

INTRO:
Have you ever tried to say something to someone and 

been totally misunderstood? In our scripture, Deut. 5:23- 
33 and 6:5, God is telling His people what it means to be 
His child and to walk perfectly with Him. They miss the 
point and think it’s keeping the law. God is saying some
thing deeper. Read it with me.

The major clue is found in verse 29, “Oh, that their 
hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my com
mands . . . !” The call here is not so much to keep the 
commandments as it is to become “masters” in the pur
suit o f holiness.
ILLUS. In our Western cultures, we tend to focus con
cretely on goals and objectives and shoot for them. In the 
Asian cultures, where they think more abstractly, the 
great good is to become a master.

In Shogun, the Asian idea o f the “master” is vividly por
trayed. The master archer is shown as he develops his 
skill, bringing his action and being together. Action and 
being become so intertwined there is no separation be
tween the two.

In one scene, the archer demonstrates his mastery. 
With great precision, he launches the arrow at an unseen 
target on the other side o f the rice-paper-walled hut. He 
relies entirely on being at one with his instrument. The 
arrow sinks into a tree on the other side o f the hut.

But that’s not the end of the story. He launches a sec
ond arrow. It swishes through the same hole and splits 
the first arrow down the middle. He is able to do this be
cause he concentrates on being a master rather than 
shooting at a target.

That’s what God is trying to get across to His people in 
this passage o f Scripture.

Holiness is not so much a matter o f doing or not do
ing things. Rather it is a matter o f being; it’s a matter of 
the heart.

The people to whom this passage was originally ad
dressed missed God’s point. They tried to please Him 
simply by keeping the law. They confused structure with 
substance.

Last week’s sermon examined confusing the structure 
with the substance o f holiness. The error is believing that 
going through the steps o f sanctification is holiness. God 
is not as interested in the steps to holiness as He is that 
you ARE holy.

In this passage o f Scripture, God is saying that hitting 
the target o f obedience is a result. This statement o f God 
in Deut. 5:29 provides a deep understanding o f the mean
ing and essence o f holiness.

I. Holiness Is an Inner Compulsion of Moving 
Toward God Always
A. The opposite o f holiness is toward personal protec
tion.

ILLUS. A man was hiking on a mountain trail when he 
slipped over the edge o f a cliff. On the way over, he 
grabbed a small tree growing out of the side o f the cliff.

Realizing he couldn’t hold on forever, he called out, “Is 
anyone out there?”

The answer came back, “Yes.”
The man asked, “Who?”
Again the answer came, “The Lord. Do you trust Me?” 
The man responded, “Yes.”
The Lord instructed, “Then let go o f the branch.” 
Complete silence followed. Then the call was heard, 

“Is anyone else out there?”
Our natural compulsion is to protect ourselves. The 

compulsion o f holiness moves us to seek God and His 
will.

B. This inner compulsion, implanted in the heart by 
radical surgery o f God, prevents living in legalism. Fol
lowing God’s laws with the mind and will leads toward 
legalism and frustration; following God’s laws from the 
heart leads toward love and holiness.

II. Holiness Is an Inner Condition of the Heart 
That Determines Behavior Consistent with 
God’s Commands

A. Holy behavior locks on to Jesus.
ILLUS. I was amazed at the astounding accuracy of the 
missiles used by the Coalition in the Persian Gulf War. 
What a contrast between the older technology o f the 
Scud missile and the newer Patriot missile. The Scud is a 
well-aimed, elaborate projectile. Years ago, it was a very 
sophisticated instrument. My understanding is it has one 
electronic aiming device and is accurate within 3/10 o f a 
kilometer.

On the other hand, the Patriot is guided by three aim
ing devices. One locks on the coordinates, or location, o f 
the target through a computer. The second is a heat-seek- 
ing device. It seeks for the heat o f a target such as a jet, 
or a Scud, and follows the heat until it hits the target. The 
third is the ability to adjust and change the preset coordi
nates while the missile is in flight.

The missile is locked on to the target, and it simply 
doesn’t quit until the target is reached. Because it locks 
on to that target, it can go nowhere other than toward 
the target. It doesn’t take short-cuts or deviate from the 
path but follows the shortest path to that target.

That’s what holiness is like. It is locking on to God and 
Jesus through hearts that are tuned to God’s heart. Holi
ness follows the shortest, most direct route to Jesus and 
stays locked on to Him.

B. Observe the church and its ethical standards.
You cannot understand holiness denominations 

apart from holiness. Some holiness denominations 
have general and special rules as guidelines and helps 
to holy living. Keeping them is not holiness. They are
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the tuning coordinates so that we can lock on to Jesus. 
The “heat-seeking” device is our heart transformed to 
the image of Jesus.

Sometimes we question these rules. Here’s a key to 
understanding them. The call o f God on the church is 
to ensure holy development among its members. It is 
to assist each person to enjoy the full blessings o f 
Christ. The Bible teaches each Christian to take the 
most direct route to Christ, to avoid the side trips, and 
lock on to Him.

A person can become lost on the back streets o f life 
and in the indirect route o f finding Christ. Our message 
urges the discipline to take the sure routes, to focus on 
the main highways, and to leave questionable direc
tions alone.

C. What is the pathway to holiness?
1. Focus your heart on God. The heart focused on 
God’s nature draws a person along God’s way. Deut. 
5:32-33 can only be fulfilled this way. To “not turn 
aside to the right or to the left” cannot be accom
plished without the inner motive and motivation 
tuned to Jesus.

To “walk in all the way” begins with a heart con
formed to Christ’s image. That includes a motivation
al center in tune with God, a primary control center 
totally given over to His hands and heart.
2. Focus through consecration. Rom. 12:1-2 gives in
struction. We are transformed by an act o f God. As a 
believer, we come to God in total consecration. We 
voluntarily give Him our lives. By faith we accept the 
infilling o f His Holy Spirit. This is “tuning” our hearts 
in to His image.

CONCLUSION:
You can find some direction in tuning up your behav

ior. But that’s not the answer for holiness development. 
Certainly, our behavior must be consistent w ith the 
teaching o f God’s Word, but behavioral adjustment is on
ly external. Holiness is change from the inside out. Behav
ior then follows the guidance o f the inner change.

The question to ask ourselves today deals with what 
we love. “What do you love?” “What, in your heart, are 
you ‘locked on to’?”

Your inner nature will never achieve the desire o f lock
ing on to Jesus through discipline and habit. Your heart

will never lock on to Jesus because you will it to happen. 
Holiness is a gift o f God.

Invite Jesus to radically transform your heart from the 
inside out. He will. God will fill you with His presence. 
The self-centered, personally protective nature will be 
radically swallowed up by the presence o f Jesus. He will 
orient you toward himself and His love—so completely, 
that your conscious and unconscious joy will be to seek 
Him, to do His will, and to give yourself sacrificially so 
that others may know the Lord.

Being the master Christian is holiness. “What do you 
love?”

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “The Greatest Thing”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 135:1 -7
Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”
Prayer Chorus (vv. 1-3) “Holy, Holy”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship Greet One Another
Moments of Praise “Sweeter as the Years Go By”

“The Longer I Serve Him” 
“I Will Serve Thee” 

Ministry in Music “Thank You”
Pastoral Prayer “Jesus, I Love You”
God’s Word Deut. 5:22-33; 6:5
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “THE HOLY HEART”
Hymn “Savior, While My Heart Is Tender”
Benediction

Pastoral Prayer
Worker Appreciation. Have everyone who minis

ters come to the altar for a prayer of thanksgiving 
and commissioning. You might want to call them ac
cording to areas of ministry, i.e., Sunday School 
teachers, ushers, music, board members, etc. Prior 
to and as they come, sing “Jesus, I Love You.” 
Creative Worship Ideas 
Offertory Prayer 

Thank You, Father, for blessing us with abundance 
in our land. We count it joy to bring You our tithes 
and offerings. May You enrich each of us as we give 
together.
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THE NEXT STEP
by Daniel R. Gales 
September 18, 1994

INTRO:
In God’s sight, it is more important to be holy than to 

know about holiness. The two previous sermons fo
cused on the substance or the nature o f holiness. We call 
this the doctrine o f entire sanctification. This sermon 
deals with the structure or form of holiness. How can a 
person seeking holiness enter the experience?

Form is vital because it guides us into the substance. 
The structural side o f entire sanctification resembles a 
doorway. Walking through it leads to an experience on 
the other side.

Let us look at steps into the experience o f entire sancti
fication or holiness.

I. Realize the Need
A. The Bible represents man as a sinner.

1. There are two kinds o f sin, sins o f action and sin 
o f the nature. Rom. 3:23 describes sins o f action. 
The sin o f the nature is described throughout the 
whole Bible (see Gen. 6:5 and Jer. 17:9).

Our sinful nature causes us to scheme and to find 
ways to get around God’s directives instead of leap
ing with joy to follow them.
2. Sin separates man from God, and He must punish 
sin (Ps. 89:32).
3. The sinful nature remains in the born-again Chris
tian until cleansed by the Holy Spirit. The most con
vincing evidence comes in the New Testament Epis
tles, urging us to be cleansed. The Epistles were 
written to Christians (see 1 Thess. 5:23).
4. The sinful nature produces sinful behavior (see 
Prov. 4:23; Matt. 12:34-35).

B. Sin o f the nature is dealt with differently than sins 
o f action.

As we treat physical illness differently from psycho
logical illness, so we must deal with the sin o f the na
ture differently from sins o f action. Sins o f action need 
forgiveness; sin o f the nature needs cleansing o f the 
heart.

C. The Bible describes sins o f the nature.
Gal. 5:19-21 identifies sins o f the carnal nature. As 

you read this passage, ask yourself, “Does this describe 
how I behave?” If you see in yourself one o f these be
haviors, it may indicate that you need heart cleansing 
by the power and Spirit o f God.

1. Review these carnal behaviors. Most Christians 
are not involved in sexual immorality, impurity, and 
debauchery, or idolatry and witchcraft. But what 
about hatred and discord? How do you get along 
with other people? Discord is behaving in such a 
way that barriers are built between ourselves and 
other persons, or promoting barriers between two 
other people.

What about “fits o f rage”? Sometimes people say,

“I can’t help it. I ’m just that kind of person.” True, if 
your heart is carnal or sinful. Fits o f rage belong to 
the carnal nature.
2. Carnal behaviors can be cleansed. You can’t disci
pline rage out o f your nature. However, discord, ha
tred, and fits o f rage can be cleansed from your na
ture! These kinds o f behavior do not fit in God’s 
description o f the sanctified, holy person.

We notice some unacceptable behaviors, so we 
discipline ourselves to overcome them. But, true to 
Prov. 4:23, and much to our disappointment, other 
kinds o f carnal behaviors emerge from our heart. 
The only way to deal with carnal behavior is for God 
to cleanse your carnal heart so that you will become 
Christ-centered.

Noticing any unholy behavior is one way God lets 
us know that we need His heartcleansing.

II. Apply the Remedy
God’s remedy to move from the carnal life to the Spirit- 

filled life is a heart change. You cannot discipline yourself 
to have that kind o f change. Only God changes you 
through the cleansing work of the Holy Spirit.

Here are the directions for dealing with the carnal 
heart:

A. Crucify selfishness.
Gal. 2:20 gives us guidance in this step. A two-way 

action takes place in your life.
1. Choose to totally identify with Jesus and His will 
for your life. “/ have been crucified.” This expresses 
total commitment. Strong and complete is this iden
tification; “you,” as you know yourself, ceases to ex
ist. You are totally transformed. Not by discipline, 
not through meditation, but by the indwelling pres
ence of Jesus through the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 5:17)!
2. Give up your rights, even your right to have a 
right. “/ no longer live.” Unless there is total aban
donment o f yourself in favor o f Jesus and His will 
and call on your life, you will never know the sancti
fied life.
3. Choose to totally accept Christ’s will for your life. 
“Christ lives in me.” These choices are so complete 
and thorough that it is as if you no longer live. The 
center o f living, or your driving force, is no longer 
yourself, but Christ.

ILLUS. A businessman was selling an empty warehouse. 
Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, 
and strewn trash all over. The owner promised to replace 
the broken windows, correct any structural damage, and 
clean out the garbage. The buyer said, “Forget about the 
repairs. I ’m going to build something completely differ
ent. I don’t want the building: I want the site.”

That’s God’s message to us! Compared with the reno
vation God has in mind, our efforts to improve our own
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lives are as trivial as sweeping a warehouse slated for the 
wrecker’s ball. All God wants is the site and the permis
sion to build.'

B. Exercise faith.
1. Have faith in the Word o f God. Many scriptures 
give both guidance and strength to the one who is 
seeking God. Apply a strong scripture to your prayer 
and seeking, like Col. 2:20 and Gal. 5:17-24.
2. Have faith in the person o f Jesus Christ. The au
thor o f Hebrews tells us Jesus has made your sanctifi
cation a possibility (13:12). He w ill not let you 
down. If ever Christ w ill guide a person, He will 
guide him when he is seeking salvation and entire 
sanctification (see 1 Thess. 5:24).
3. Continually trust in Jesus and the Word o f God. 
Wrap your whole life around the guidance o f the 
Word of God.

ILLUS. Sanctification requires both crisis and continuous 
commitment. It is like tuning a guitar. The crisis work is 
done when the guitar is first tuned, yet the stress o f play
ing the music stretches the strings out o f tune. We must 
give the guitar continuous periodical tune-ups.

4. Invite the Holy Spirit into your life.

III. Realize the Result
Though much more can be said, here is a quick 

overview o f the results o f entire sanctification in your 
life.

A. You are cleansed.
Following cleansing, the behavior described in Gal. 

5:22-23 becomes most natural for the Christian. You 
are cleansed from a self that must be at the center of 
everything that happens. No longer do you grasp for 
your rights. No longer must you live in the “passions 
and desires” o f a life without Christ (v. 24). But you can 
lean on Jesus and allow His Spirit to nurture you 
through difficulties by His strength.

B. You are not completely mature.
The sanctified Christian finds many areas o f spiritual 

development. You are still in process and still have a 
lot o f growing to do.

C. You are enabled, not to jump tall buildings, but to 
choose to do the will o f God in all situations.

“Tall buildings” refers to the erroneous idea that a 
sanctified person is freed from his humanity. That’s not 
so. Holiness brings you closer to your humanity. You 
still hurt and are disappointed. God’s blessing is that 
you can heal and will heal faster. You do not have to 
live in your hurts and disappointments.

D. You face new kinds o f temptations.
As a born-again Christian you are tempted by Satan 

to sin. In the life o f holiness, you are tempted by Satan

to become self-centered, to grasp your rights, and to di
rect your own life. When this happens, ask for the Holy 
Spirit to cleanse you. He will give you guidance.

CONCLUSION:
Most o f us are very well informed about holiness. God 

is more interested in us being holy than knowing about 
the doctrine o f holiness. Today, I believe God desires to 
guide many o f us into the next step of Christian experi
ence. Were you able to identify with the behaviors o f the 
sinful nature? Does your heart hunger for behavior that is 
consistent with the fruit o f the Spirit? Jesus will give you 
guidance and a heart remade to be like His.

I invite you to come to Him today.
Following a musical selection for meditation, we will 

sing together a closing hymn. During the singing of the 
hymn, if you sense God drawing you to take the step of 
entire sanctification, move from where you will be stand
ing and kneel at the altar to pray. The Spirit o f God will 
meet you and guide you.

1. James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton, 111.: Tyndale House, 
1988), 51.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “I Love You, Lord”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Psalm 11
Hymn “Amazing Grace”
Prayer Chorus “I Love You, Lord”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship Greet One Another
Ministry in Music “Let There Be Praise”
Moments of Praise “I Will Enter His Gates”

“Great and Wonderful” 
“We Worship and Adore You” 

Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “THE NEXT STEP”
Ministry in Music “Breath of the Father”
Hymn “Breathe on Me”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Opening Chorus 

Have instrumentalists begin playing it 5 minutes 
before service starts. If you have an overhead, dis
play the words on it, or have it printed in the bulletin. 
Friendship and Worship 

Have the instrum entalists plan an appropriate  
song at this time.
Planning Ahead 

Plan for Communion on October 9 for Thanksgiv
ing Sunday. (Use this service/sermon on appropriate 
date for your country.)
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A SECOND LOOK AT STEWARDSHIP
by Daniel R. Gales 

Luke 9:23-26 
September 25, 1994

INTRO:
Looking twice is a good habit to develop. Often on the 

second look, you find qualities that either convince or 
dissuade you. Either way, the second look is a good look.

For the next two Sundays, I want to take a second look at 
stewardship. At first glance, stewardship can look like simply 
teaching Sunday School and giving money to the church! 
Those are involved, but there’s much more. Stewardship 
stands out as one of the most exciting and inspirational sub
jects. Personal stewardship includes the development and 
management o f all your personal resources or abilities. Chris
tian stewardship specializes in the development and manage
ment of the resources of God. What an awesome subject!

Taking a second look at stewardship helps us use our 
resources to their greatest potential.

Today, I want to reach way back and build on the foun
dation o f stewardship. The foundation of ownership un
dergirds the practice o f Christian stewardship. “You are 
not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore 
honor God with your body” ( l  Cor. 6:19-20).

The Christian steward is owned by the Master and pos
sessed by the Master’s project. Without that, it is virtually 
impossible for a person to be faithful in stewardship. 
ILLUS. John Wanamaker said: “A man is not doing much 
until the cause he works for possesses all there is o f him.”

Jesus spoke about what being His steward meant in 
Luke 9:23-26.

In this scripture, God gives a description of the Chris
tian steward. From it, we can learn how to develop the 
principles, commitment, and perseverance in our pursuit 
o f Christian stewardship.

I. A Steward Possesses the Master’s Project
“If anyone would come after me” (v. 23).

A. Understanding the project is the beginning step of
possessing the project.

ILLUS. “Helen Keller was asked one time what would be 
worse than being born blind. She quickly replied, ‘To 
have sight and no vision.’”1 That is possessing the project.

1. God’s project is not ours to choose, but ours in 
which to be involved.
2. Jesus describes His project in Matt. 28:19-20; 2 
Cor. 5:18-20; and 2 Pet. 3:9.

Jesus has a purpose for the Christian steward, pri
vately and publicly. Stewards present themselves as 
workmen who are thoroughly equipped for every 
good work (2 Tim. 2:15; 3:17). They also carry out 
Jesus’ mission to others, seeking the lost and bring
ing them to Christ. Jesus told us His project: “For the 
Son o f Man came to seek and to save what was lost” 
(Luke 19:10).

B. The process o f possessing the project is important.
Possessing is preliminary to success in any endeavor.

ILLUS. John Maxwell talks o f the four stages o f vision de

velopment: I thought it, I caught it, I bought it, I sought 
it. The “I bought it” stage is the crucial stage. He says that 
this stage moves us to become what we can be for God.2

An analogy for possessing the Master’s project is the 
steps used in taking a trip on a bus.

1. Know your destination. Nothing can happen 
without knowing your destination or goal. You can
not even purchase a bus ticket without knowing 
your goal.
2. Pay the price. Every project has a price the stew
ard must be willing to pay. This is part o f being 
owned by the Master.
3- Get on the bus. This is saying yes to God’s project 
by active identification. It is taking steps to get in
volved with the project. Those beginning steps of 
faith bring a strength that enables one to complete 
the project. Emerson said: “Do the thing and you 
will have the power.”

Getting on the bus, or beginning the project, is 
the initial step in possessing the Master’s project.
4. Pray. Christian stewardship has one more element 
in possessing the project. Bathe the process in 
prayer (Prov. 3:5-6).

A person will be effective to the degree that he is 
committed to and possessed by his Master’s project.

II. A Steward Gives Priority to the Master’s 
Project

“Deny himself” and “take up his cross” (v. 23).

A. The steward surrenders himself to God’s desires 
and becomes obsessed with God’s goal for his life.

Surrender means to place yourself in a lesser posi
tion to something. God’s life and Spirit has primary 
place in the steward. He says, “I choose this day to al
low Jesus Christ to be Ruler and Controller o f my life.” 

Begin by making time to do what needs to be done. 
Schedule adjustment and time management are impor
tant in giving priority to the Master’s project.

B. The steward takes action in carrying out the plan. 
“Take up his cross” means to actively identify with

the cause o f Christ. Too often we wait to begin until all 
the details are worked out. Most often that never hap
pens. Take one step at a time.

ILLUS. Joseph Cotter overcame his fear and procrastina
tion by watching a train prepare to pull out o f a station. 
Cotter looked down the tracks. An amber light was show
ing. Then, the amber light turned green, the bell began 
clanging, and the train started down the track.

Suddenly, it dawned upon him. The train started out on 
its journey with only one green signal to go by. He said, “I 
felt that if I had been the engineer, I wouldn’t have 
moved out o f the station before all the signals turned 
green.” He conquered his hesitancy by learning to take it 
one green light at a time.
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The faithful steward trusts God so much he can begin 
with only one green light.

III. A Steward Continuously Pursues the 
Master’s Project

“Take up his cross daily and follow me” (v. 23).

A. The steward keeps on. He continuously carries out 
God’s plan and purpose.

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up” (Gal. 6:9).

ILLUS. I am amazed at the persistence o f farmers. A few 
years ago, the country was very dry. As they tilled the 
field, great clouds o f dust billowed like smoke from a 
huge fire into the air. Wind and dust was so bad that year 
that the topsoil dust blew and piled up in the ditches and 
alongside the buildings. It looked like the field would 
blow into the next neighbor’s yard.

I asked a farmer, “Why do you bother working when 
it’s so dry that you might not get a crop this year?”

He explained to me with one o f the simplest state
ments I have ever heard: “If you never plant the seed, you 
can never have a harvest.”

I watched them that year. The farmers did all the right 
things at the right time. It was dry, but they worked as if 
the conditions were right for a great harvest. Guess what! 
Conditions changed.

Persistent little needle-nosed spikes o f green cracked 
their ways through the wind-wasted earth, and a giant, 
luscious crop invaded the barren land! The farmers that 
kept on reaped a harvest! So will the church if we contin
uously carry out God’s plan and purpose.

B. The steward is convinced.
“Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be 

disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I 
know I will not be put to shame” (Isa. 50:7).

Stewardship, as friendship with God, takes a persis
tent person who continually pursues God’s plan.

CONCLUSION:
Let’s review our principles o f stewardship. A steward is 

one owned by the Master. Therefore, he possesses the 
Master’s project, gives priority to the Master’s project, 
and continuously pursues the Master’s project.

What kind o f steward are you?

Are you owned by God?
Are you willing to use what you own for His glory?
Do you love the Lord enough to willingly be possessed 

by His project?
God has a specific role for each o f us in His work. He 

can use you, and you need Him. Affirm your decision to
day to take an active part in His plan.

When a person is possessed by his Master’s project, he 
becomes intimate friends with that Master. Being intimate 
friends with Jesus is life’s greatest experience.

1. John C. Maxwell, Be All You Can Be (Wheaton, 111.: Victor Books, 1987), 51.
2. Ibid., 52.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Jesus, Lord to Me”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 24:1 -6
Hymn “All Creatures of Our God and King”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship Greet One Another
God’s Word Luke 9:23-26
Moments of Praise “His Praise Fills the Temple”

“He Is Our Peace” 
“Cares Chorus”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar 
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Ministry in Music “Blessed to Be a Blessing”
Sermon “A SECOND LOOK AT STEWARDSHIP”
Hymn “Living for Jesus”
Benediction

Pastoral Prayer
Make this prayer an act of pastoral care. Pray for 

the families in your church, for health, love, and ap
preciation of each other. During the prayer, ask each 
person to pray for the one on his or her left that God 
will give that one strength through this prayer time. 
Then have each person pray the same prayer for the 
person on his right. Finish the pastoral prayer by re
peating the Lord’s Prayer together.
Creative Worship Ideas 
Bible Reading 

Print out the Bible reading and read responsively, 
or use one on stewardship.
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THE TITHE
by Daniel R. Gales 

Mai. 3:6-12 and 2 Cor. 9:6-15 
October 2, 1994

INTRO:
Stewardship begins in the heart as a love response to 

God’s call. It extends through us in acts o f obedience to 
God’s mandate for the Church. We call this mandate the 
Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). Stewardship involves 
the faithful investment o f our time, talent, and treasure in 
the Great Commission work. This sermon focuses on the 
investment o f our treasure in the Great Commission.

A very serious stewardship question is asked in Mai. 
3:8. You would think the answer to the question, “Will a 
man rob God?” would be “no.” But the opposite is true. 
People do rob God by not giving their tithes and offer
ings (v. 8).

The tithe is giving 10% o f your increase to God 
through the local church you attend. Offerings are that 
which is given more than the 10%, or tithe.

Often a person robs God because he doesn’t know he 
is doing so. Therefore today I want to present some bibli
cal teaching on tithe.

Let’s begin with an overview o f some o f the major 
scriptures. First, w e’ll look at God’s principles.

I. What Are God’s Principles of Tithing?
A. Lev. 27:30-33

God is serious and clear about the responsibility to 
give the tithe.

1. One-tenth o f all material gain belongs to God. 
This is not ours to keep (v. 30).
2. If we neglect to give our tithe, lA or 20% more al
so belongs to God (v. 31).
3. The tithe is to be given first, as it comes in. We 
are not to change it or hold it (v. 33).

ILLUS. A boy came to his pastor and handed him a fish. 
“Pastor,” he said, “you taught us what tithing is. So, I’ve 
brought you my tithe.”

The pastor asked, “Where are the other nine?”
“Oh,” said the lad, “they’re still back in the river. I’m 

going to catch them now.”'
4. If we use the tithe for something else, both the tithe 
and the item we purchased with it belong to God.

B. Mai. 3:7-12
1. God views withholding the tithe and withholding 
offering beyond the tithe as serious sins (v. 8).
2. Financing the church occurs through tithing (v. 10).
3. The tithe is given to the place where we receive 
our food and fellowship, the local church.

C. Matt. 23:23
1. The tithe as a basis for giving is still in effect in 
the New Testament.
2. The tithe is not the limit o f our stewardship.

II. What Are Common Reasons for Not Tithing 
and Some Answers in Response?

A. “I  cannot afford to tithe. ”

ILLUS. Sometimes we act like the church member who 
told his pastor that he couldn’t give because he owed 
everyone else.

The pastor asked: “Don’t you feel that you owe the 
Lord something?”

The church member responded: “Yes, o f course I do. 
But He isn’t pushing me like the others.”2

Here are some thoughts to help build your faith.
1. The main issue in tithing is not financial. It is obe
dience and faith in God’s promises such as Phil. 4:19.
2. God uses the tithe as an opportunity to bless you 
financially.

ILLUS. Like the seed a farmer plants in the ground, not 
the seed he keeps, is the seed that grows the new crop. 
So our tithe is God’s seed for future blessing.

3. Often not adequately controlling your spending is 
the reason you feel that you cannot afford to tithe.

B. “I  place my tithe in a special bank account and 
give it to churches or people as I  feel I  should. ”

The bank account approach to giving is an excellent 
way o f being ready to give offerings. However, that is 
not the scriptural method o f storehouse tithing. The 
tithe is not to be stored in a bank, but in the church 
where you attend (Mai. 3:10). It is to be given as you 
receive it (Lev. 27:33).

C. “The church isn’t meeting my needs, so I  don ’t 
tithe. ”

The basis o f tithing is not that your needs are being 
met, but in being obedient to God’s commands. God 
promises that when you tithe, your needs will be met.

D. “I  give my tithe to several missionary organiza
tions and other ministries. ”

It is right to give, but the biblical instruction is to 
take the tithe to the church. Giving to missionary orga
nizations should come from offerings beyond the tithe.

E. “I  save my tithe, collect interest, and in that way I  
can give the church more money. ”

Giving more is a commendable idea. But there are 
two misunderstandings here:

1. The tithe is to be given as it comes.
2. The main point in tithing is not the amount o f 
money; it is obedience to the Scriptures.

F. “I  don’t like the way the church spends its money. ” 
A variation of this is, “I don’t like the way the budget

developed, or the way the church is financed, or some 
of the goals the church or pastor has.”

Here are some thoughts to help you think through 
this issue. Each member should be aware o f and re
sponsive to the way the church spends its income. The 
church is ministry-oriented and develops a budget 
geared to meet the needs o f the ministry to which God 
has called us. However, not all o f us will always agree 
with 100% of budget disbursements.
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The church usually does its best to manage our funds 
in an excellent way. The principle o f tithing remains— 
that we give in obedience to the Scripture. The tithe is 
not really ours to withhold. It belongs to God. Our 
leaders are responsible before God for the administra
tion o f the tithe. We are responsible before God to give 
the tithe.

III. What Are God’s Promises to Tithers 
(2 Cor. 9:6-15)?

The main lesson o f this scripture is that God is a giver, 
not a taker. He asks for the tithe as a way to bless us.

A. There will be enough in the storehouse (Malachi 
3). There will be sufficient income to finance all the 
needs and ministries o f the church. Take time to calcu
late what the income o f the church would be if every
one who attends would tithe. The income would be 
more than enough to support the church, its min
istries, pay budgets, and still have money left over to 
invest in other ministry projects.

B. There will be enough for you when you tithe. A 
quick reading o f 2 Cor. 9:6-15 yields these conclusions. 
The giver will have enough for his needs and ministry 
(v. 8). He will be abounding in abundance and have 
enough to be generous on every occasion.

Along with that, people will praise God or be drawn 
into God’s kingdom because o f this ministry o f giving 
(v. 13). Close fellowship will be one o f the results (v. 
14).

C. God prospers and grows that which you give, not 
that which you keep. That does not mean that God 
will make the 90% go farther. God’s principle in tithing 
is that He gives the harvest on the 10% you give to Him 
through the local church.

CONCLUSION:
I don’t want anyone to leave today saying that all the 

pastor and this church are interested in is money. That isn’t 
true. My major interest is in fulfilling God’s call upon us as 
a congregation and as individuals. That includes the desire 
that you experience the fullness o f His blessings. Some of 
that blessing comes through the act o f tithing. Obedience 
in tithing opens the door to many blessings that will not 
come in any other way.

I desire for this church to carry on an adequate and 
credible ministry in and to this community. Our city is 
filled with men, women, boys, and girls who need Christ. 
Their only hope is Jesus. Their only hope of knowing Je
sus is someone reaching out to tell them in a way they 
can understand—just as someone reached out to you. 
The church is limited or enhanced in ministry to some 
degree by our financial obedience.

Stewardship begins in the heart as love and an obedi
ent response to God’s call. It extends through our acts of 
obedience.

Tithing doesn’t begin with money. It begins with giv
ing yourself to God and His will. Let me encourage you to

do that today. Step out, give yourself to God, and He will 
come quickly to you.
ILLUS. The custodian o f a church told his story to some 
visitors. Prior to the 1930s depression, he and his family 
donated the $40,000 pipe organ to the church. Then the 
depression swept him into bankruptcy. Fortunately, the 
church hired him as the custodian.

Someone asked, “Aren’t you sorry you gave so much 
for the organ?”

The custodian replied, “As you can see, what I gave, I 
still hive; what I kept, I lost.”

That’s one o f God’s great miracles o f giving: “What we 
give, we keep. What we keep, we lose.”

1. James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton, 111.: Tyndale House, 
1988), 458.

2. Ibid., 463.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Holy Ground”
Ministry in Music “Holy Ground”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 67:1-7
Hymn “Come, Thou Fount”
Prayer Chorus “Into Thy Presence”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship
Moments of Praise “Clap Your Hands”

“We Bow Down” 
“Jesus, I Love You”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar 
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
God’s Word Mai. 3:6-12 and 2 Cor. 9:6-15
Sermon “THE TITHE”
Ministry in Music “Yes, Lord, Yes”
Hymn “All for Jesus”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
During the pastoral prayer, invite people to kneel 

with you at the altar. Ask those who have something 
to praise God about, or who feel it would help them 
pray, to kneel with you, to meet you at the altar for 
prayer.

Planning Ahead 
Through November the sermons will be on Family 
Life. Begin to announce it early. Invite a Christian 
(if possible) Family Counselor fora 10-minute in
terview. The purpose of this interview is to inform 
the congregation, break down inhibitions about 
using counselors, and endorse a counselor for 
those in your congregation who may need help. 
Here are some suggested interview questions: 
What are some of the common family problems to
day?
How would someone go about getting help for 
family problems?
If you could say one helpful thing to families, what 
would you say?
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THE STRENGTH OF THANKSGIVING
by Daniel R. Gales 

Rom. 1:21-28; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6-8 
October 9, 1994

INTRO:
God places an amazing emphasis on the attitude o f 

thanksgiving. Listen to these scriptures: Rom. 1:21-28; 
Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6. Thanksgiving is a pivot on which a 
person’s life can turn either to a deep sense of peace or a 
deep sense o f estrangement and despair.
ILLUS. A 10-year-old boy learned a fundamental lesson 
about thanksgiving while on his way to church. The 
church stood in a small town a few miles from home. 
Gerald Trickett, a student home from Bible college, rode 
with the family that day. As the car rounded a sharp cor
ner at the top o f a hill, the rear tire on the car went flat.

There they sat, trying to get the tire changed. To a 10- 
year-old, it seemed like a “life-threatening disaster.” Final
ly, the spare was on the car. O ff they went to church.

The lesson came as they were standing in front o f the 
coatrack at church. Gerald, with deep dimples in his smil
ing cheeks, looked at the ceiling and whispered, “Praise 
the Lord.”

How can he say that after we were almost killed? Doesn’t 
he care? Where are his feelings? What does he mean? 
thought the 10-year-old.

There is the secret o f Thanksgiving.
Gerald found his joy, not in the events o f the morn

ing—that was obvious. Nor even in the events o f every
day life. Gerald found his joy in God’s presence. God’s 
presence meant more to him than persistent problems.

Here is the principle: If, in any situation, a person 
can be thankful, strength surges forth. Even if the 
thought is as tiny as a grain o f mustard seed, 
strength comes. Through that tiny decision to say 
“Thank You,” God sends giant waves of strength. 
Those waves of strength have the power to wash 
away the pressures and bring you peace.

How does a person give thanks in everything? We have 
been in situations when we felt it was impossible to open 
our eyes, let alone give heartfelt thanks to God.

If it is true that giving thanks draws you to God, it’s im
portant to learn to give thanks always. Here are some di
rections that will help us.

Let’s begin by answering this question: Why is Thanks
giving such a powerful attitude?

I. Thanksgiving Is a Source of God’s Strength
A. Thanksgiving expresses confidence in God’s ability.

It is one thing to say “Thank you” for something you
perceive as being good. It is quite another thing to say 
“Thank you” for something when it is difficult to see 
the good in it all. You cannot give thanks without be
ing confident in the person to whom you are saying 
“Thank you.”

B. Thanksgiving, which is a faith expression, creates 
an environment in which God can work.

Faith is the only environment in which God can

work. The Bible tells us, “Without faith it is impossible 
to please God” (Heb. 11:6). The Bible instructs us that 
we will receive nothing from God without faith (James 
1:7).

Faith is the ignition and the gas. The only way to get 
through some experiences in life is to keep your hope 
in Christ turned on and your prayer throttle open 
wide.

C. Thanksgiving results in inner contentment.
“Wait on the Lord; be o f good courage, and he shall 

strengthen thine heart” (Ps. 27:14, KJV; see Phil. 4:6, 9, 
11).

Even though you might not see the answer right 
away, a sense o f contentment overtakes your spirit 
when you give thanks to God. That sense o f content
ment is the result o f the presence o f Christ in your situ
ation.

How do you go about developing this thankful atti
tude?

II. Thanksgiving Is a Process
Phil. 4:6-8 gives us the direction.

1. Begin with prayer.
When we pray, we are acknowledging God and

giving Him His rightful place. Through prayer we
find our greatest Friend. The old song “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus” points out so much truth: 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer!

—Joseph M. Scriven
2. Find something for which to be thankful.

ILLUS. A young pastor learned a great lesson in counsel
ing. Early in his ministry a young mother came to him, 
torn by the stress o f a crumbling marriage and five young 
children. Not knowing what to do or say, he prescribed 
better than he knew. He showed her Phil. 4:6-7 and in
structed her to read the verses each morning and evening 
for one week. He asked her to find something for which 
to be thankful about her wayward husband.

The next week she returned. She seemed very peace
ful. Not quite understanding it, the pastor asked, “You 
don’t seem to have a problem. Has your husband come 
home?”

She said, “Oh, no. I was faithful with the scriptural pre
scription, and God has given me peace.” Then she added: 
“I thought and thought about what I could be thankful 
for. Finally, it came. He’s a good truck driver.”

That tiny thought o f thanksgiving released enough 
power to bring her strength through one o f the most 
stressful periods of her life.

3- Think about the right things (Phil. 4:8).
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
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noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable— if anything is ex
cellent or praiseworthy—think about such things” 
(emphases added).

This verse is really a prayer guide. God’s Word in
structs that, when anxious moments seize us, use 
these thoughts for the basis o f your prayer.

When you place these seed thoughts in your 
mind, God begins growing a garden o f goodness 
within you. From that garden, good, peaceful events 
begin to take place within your life.
4. Be yourself rather than trying to be positive.

Sometimes positiveness is no more than covering 
up a damaged and worried spirit. Relax with Jesus. 
Tell Him how you really feel. Tell Him what your 
needs are and how you need His help. Then exercise 
faith in God. Ask Him for the grace to think about 
your situation from His perspective by faith. He de
sires strong faith more than positive words. True 
positiveness flows from a heart filled with faith in 
Christ.

Being yourself means that you are trusting in 
Christ and have confidence in Him and His strength 
for every situation. You don’t have to prove any
thing. Simply trust and believe in Christ.

CONCLUSION:
Our ability to be thankful, or our choice to not be, ei

ther draws us to God or alienates us from Him.
Are you carrying a heavy load today? Let’s take a mo

ment to be thankful to Christ. Perhaps your life has been 
very blessed, but you really haven’t taken the time to be

thankful. Let’s do it now. “Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you” (James 4:8, NASB).

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Jesus, We Just Want to Thank You”
Pastoral Meditation 
Hymn
Prayer Chorus 
Invocation
Friendship in Worship 
Moments of Praise

Ps. 100:1-5 
“We Gather Together” 

“Thank You, Lord” 
Layperson 

Greet One Another 
“This Is the Day” 

“I Live!” 
“We Are So Blessed”

Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “THE STRENGTH OF THANKSGIVING”
Ministry in Music “I’m Forever Grateful Medley”
The Lord’s Supper
Hymn “Our Great Savior”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Communion

Have a soloist sing while you serve Communion. 
You might try: “Lamb of Glory,” “My Savior’s Love,” 
“Only Jesu s /C a lvary ’s Love ,” “How Long, How  
Wide?”
Planning Ahead 

November 6 is Remembrance/Veterans Sunday. 
Ask someone with military background to read a po
em or share some thoughts on the value of freedom.
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THE HEART OF A MAN IN CHRIST

I

By Daniel R. Gales 
Acts 27:21-25 

October 16, 1994

INTRO:
How is a man able to stand on the deck of a sinking 

ship, gather a crowd o f fearful men, and calmly say, 
“Don’t be afraid, men; everything is going to be all right”? 
It’s difficult enough to sometimes stand in your own 
kitchen, with both feet firmly planted on the floor, and 
say, “Everything is going to be fine.”

Yet that’s exactly what the apostle Paul did.
Acts 27 reveals the mind-set o f the apostle Paul that en

abled him to face life with strength, courage, and an atti
tude of overcoming. How did he do it?

Contained in Acts 27 are principles that, when incor
porated into Paul’s life, made him a great man. They’re 
found in his three self-descriptive statements. They will 
do the same for us if we will embrace them as he did. 

Read Acts 27:21-25.
Did you catch the statements?

1. “The God whose I am and whom I serve” (v. 23).
2. “I have faith in God” (v. 25).

I have divided these principles into two messages. 
Here is the first principle, as Paul spoke it:

“The God whose I am and whom I serve stood be
side me” (v. 23).

The apostle Paul was owned by and operated for 
God!

Let’s begin by understanding the meaning and ef
fect o f ownership.

I. Ownership Is a Legal Contract Between 
God and Man
A. God has committed himself to a relationship.

In 1 John 5:10-12, God inspires the writer to use a 
word with a special meaning, the word “testimony” (or 
“witness” or “record”in KJV).

ILLUS. “Testimony” is similar to the word a lawyer today 
would use in a will as he writes “last will and testament.” 
Testimony means a legally established fact that creates a 
binding contract. In this case, the parties are God and 
mankind. It refers to the covenant made between God 
and man. In 1 John 5:10-12, John describes the condi
tions in which God guarantees eternal life.

It describes a reciprocal relationship. Man gives God 
his trust in Jesus, and God grants man eternal life. A new 
relationship is built.

B. Our relationship has been bought and paid for (1 
Cor. 6:19-20).

The basis o f this relationship—eternal life— is the 
work o f Christ and becomes ours through faith in Him 
and God’s promise. God has legally committed himself 
to this relationship with us.

This relationship has been bought and paid for by 
God himself. The price is the birth, life, death, and res
urrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:20).

C. Our relationship has mutual promises (2 Cor. 
6:16—7:1).

Paul describes some o f the benefits of being owned 
by God. God guarantees to be our Father and we His 
children. The Fatherhood o f God has the quality o f care 
for His children. In our part o f the relationship, we are 
to commit and submit ourselves to Him and identify 
ourselves as His children. Ownership means the Chris
tian no longer does as he likes, but as Jesus likes.

ILLUS. Sometimes we act toward God like the child with 
a broken toy. A little boy took a toy to his dad to fix. 
When the father took longer than the boy thought he 
should, the boy snatched it away from his father, saying, 
“I didn’t think you could fix it anyway.” Frequently we act 
that way toward God. To experience God’s exclusive care 
as our Father requires our exclusive commitment to Him. 

Ownership by God is not a dead, legalistic relationship.

II. Ownership Is a Living Relationship
A. We are a temple o f the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19).

As a temple o f the Holy Spirit, not only do we live 
for God, but also He lives within us. The hymn writer 
described that intimate relationship:

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I  am His own;

And the joy  we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known.

— C. Austin Miles 
I f we feel only duty, discipline, and drudgery, we 

have not yet come to God’s blessing as we experience 
His ownership. For sure, we are set aside for God’s use. 
Our lives should speak to our world for Jesus. That wit
ness comes as an overflow of the presence of Christ.

B. We have the presence o f Jesus in us.
Often we forget Jesus’ presence within. We are alive 

spiritually, not only because o f what Jesus did but also 
because o f where Jesus resides.

“He who has the Son has life” (1 John 5:12).
ILLUS. There are two images that remind us o f the joy o f 
ownership. One is to think of ourselves in this relation
ship as a lamp is related to the bulb. The light that shines 
from the lamp is because o f the bulb. So the light that 
shines from us is due to the presence o f Jesus. The sec
ond image is to think o f ourselves as a speck of wood im
mersed in a huge reservoir o f water. There is a gigantic 
supply o f God’s grace, continually overflowing and lifting 
us up. God’s grace is much greater than we can compre
hend and contain. That illustrates our living relationship 
with Jesus.

III. Ownership Produces Lovely Results
A. We have a renewed inner self (2 Cor. 5:17).

First, we have a dimension o f life that comes from a
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source beyond ourselves. Think again o f yourself as a 
reservoir o f God’s love and grace. He brings us a 
strength that constantly renews us.

Second, we are a new creation. Paul tells us that the 
power o f Christ within is so strong and dynamic that 
we literally become new creations. This happens, not 
through mental and emotional discipline on our part, 
but by the powerful work o f the Holy Spirit.

B. We have a new source to draw on (Gal. 2:20).
Jesus resides in us. As water buoys us up when we 

swim, so does Jesus as we live. Draw from His pres
ence. Rest in Him.

ILLUS. Charles, a young Irish immigrant, came to North 
America by boat. By sacrificially saving every penny, he fi
nally had enough to purchase his ticket. The only food he 
could buy for the trip was one box o f soda crackers and a 
small block o f cheese.

After a few short days on the boat, the saltwater air 
made his crackers useless. The cheese did very little to 
satisfy his hunger. Each day he grew weaker and weaker 
until by the 11th day, he found himself without the ener
gy to get out o f bed.

On the 12th day, the steward o f the ship happened to 
check his cabin and found Charles lying in bed, a very 
sick and very hungry young man. Charles explained his 
situation—that he had no money to buy food.

After listening to his story, the steward looked at him 
and asked, “How did you get on this boat?”

Charles replied, “I spent my last money to purchase 
this ticket.” He showed it to the steward.

The steward replied, “My good man! Do you not realize 
this ticket includes free access to all the food in the gal
ley?”

We have similar resources as Charles had. All o f the re
sources o f God are available to us and waiting for us to 
claim.

CONCLUSION:
The basic question for victorious living asks, “To 

whom do I belong?”
When you belong to Jesus, He infuses you with joyful 

courage. His courage enables you to live with God-filled 
expectation: That is what God said in His Word; He 
meant it for me. When you know God owns you, then 
you will believe that God will honor His work.

You too can say, “Keep up your courage, men, for I 
have faith in God” (Acts 27:25)!

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Gentle Shepherd”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 23:1 -4
Hymn “It Is Well with My Soul”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship Greet One Another
Ministry in Music “Shepherd of My Heart”
Moments of Praise “Not by Might”

“I Will Call upon the Lord” 
“I Exalt Thee”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar 
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “THE HEART OF A MAN IN CHRIST”
Hymn “Trusting Jesus”
Benediction

Pastoral Prayer
The theme of this service is faith. Pray for specific 

experiences in which we need faith to trust God. 
Many of our families are struggling financially; most 
parents need wisdom and understanding in raising 
their children. Some of your people could even need 
healing. Throughout the prayer pray Scripture into 
their lives. For example, using Jer. 33:3, you could 
pray like this: “Lord, You have instructed us to call 
upon You, and You would tell us what we don’t 
know. Each of us have areas in our lives where we 
need Your wisdom .” Now pause and instruct the 
people to silently tell God one or two areas where 
they need His guidance. Follow up by praying this: 
“Father, I pray each of us will learn how to know 
Your instruction when it comes.”

Creative Worship Ideas
Looking Ahead

A dvertise  N ovem ber’s them e: “H appiness Is 
Homemade.” The series focuses on strengthening 
families. Encourage people to invite a new family. 
Ask a youth or young adult to pray the invocational 
prayer next week. By asking them ahead of time, 
they will have time to write their prayer if that will 
make them feel more comfortable.
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STRONG FAITH
by Daniel R. Gales 

Acts 27:21-25 
October 23, 1994

INTRO:
“Keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God 

that it will happen just as he told me” (Acts 27:25).
These words were spoken by the apostle Paul on the 

deck o f a sinking ship moments before the raging sea 
splattered it into splinters on a rock.

In Paul’s words we discover the cornerstone o f his 
faith. We read two o f Paul’s self-descriptive statements. 
The second statement is the focus o f this sermon today. 
(Read Acts 27:21-25).

Did you catch the statements? Here they are again:
1. “The God whose I am and whom I serve” (v. 23).
2. “I have faith in God” (v. 25).

Today, we ask the questions, “What does it mean to 
have faith?” “What is faith?” “How do I get faith?”

Here are some insights to help us with these questions.

A. “Faith” is referred to in the Bible several ways:
1. You can have a lot o f faith or a little faith (Matt. 
6:30; 15:28).
2. Your faith can grow (Luke 17:5).
3- You can lose your faith (Mark 4:40).
4. You can see faith in actions (James 2:18).
5. You can place faith in things other than God.

B. The meaning of faith falls into three major groups:
1. Faith is a body o f principles.
Principles refer to statements describing our beliefs. 
You can memorize and repeat principles such as 2 
Tim. 4:7.
2. Faith is an ability or a capacity a person pos
sesses.

Luke describes Stephen as a man full o f faith (Acts 
6:5).
3. Faith is an avenue through which God works. 
When speaking to the woman who had been bleeding 
for many years, Jesus used faith in this sense. He said, 
“Your faith has made you well” (Mark 5:34, RSV).

II. What Is Paul’s Meaning of Faith?
A. Paul makes two statements that help us understand 
his faith. First, he says, “I have faith in God.” That is a 
capacity he possesses. Second, his faith is an avenue 
through which God will work. “It will happen just as 
he told me.”

B. Abraham had similar faith.
Paul describes Abraham as “being fully persuaded 

that God had power to do what he had promised” 
(Rom. 4:21). Paul spoke o f this kind o f faith to the 
sailors on the ship. God was able to do what He said. 

Both men had full confidence in God and His ability.

III. What Is the Meaning of Faith for Us?
A. Often we use Heb. 11:1 to define faith:

“Faith is being sure o f what we hope for and certain 
o f what we do not see.”

The two key phrases, “Sure o f what we hope for” 
and “Certain o f what we do not see,” both describe a 
belief o f which we are convinced.

ILLUS. For faith to be real, it must produce action. In the 
series o f daredevil tales gathered around Niagara Falls, 
the story is told o f a tightrope walker. A cable was 
stretched from one bank to the other, right over the 
precipice o f the falls.

Before walking the cable, he asked the crowd that had 
gathered, “Who thinks I am able to walk on the cable 
from this bank to the other?” A great applause arose from 
the crowd.

Carefully he stepped foot over foot and walked through 
the air with only a cable between him and death on the 
rocks below. The crowd applauded enthusiastically.

Taking a wheelbarrow, again he asked, “Who thinks I 
am able to walk the wheelbarrow on the cable from this 
bank to the other?” The applause was deafening. He 
asked again, “Do you really believe I can do it?” The 
crowd applauded again. Then he asked, “If you really be
lieve I can, who will ride in it with me?’’ There wasn’t a 
peep from the crowd. Finally, one brave man took up the 
challenge. They made it.

Only one person really believed in the ability o f the 
tightrope walker—the man who rode in the wheelbar
row. Here’s the point:

Faith always produces action consistent with what you 
believe.

B. Faith connects belief with action.
Faith is neither the belief nor the action. It connects 

the two. Paul believed God had the ability to keep His 
word and to rescue them. Therefore faith enabled him 
to stand firm on the deck of the sinking ship. He was 
rescued!

C. Faith is a human capacity.
Everyone has the capacity for faith and uses it all o f 

the time.
ILLUS. Following this worship service, most o f us will 
walk to our cars, place the key in the ignition, and, with
out much thought, turn it on. We believe the battery is 
good, the fuel is adequate, and the car is capable o f start
ing. So faith connects our belief with the action o f start
ing the car.

Faith is like the pipeline that connects the hot-water 
tank to the bathtub.

D. Faith is constant in all persons.
Our actions are always consistent with what we be

lieve. Faith automatically transfers our belief into ac
tion. Belief is the only variable in the process. Action is 
always automatic.

ILLUS. When someone says his faith is weak, it’s really a 
misstatement. Faith is always transferring his belief into 
action. What he should say is this: “My belief is weak.”
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Because I believe in electricity and the switch, I turn 
on the light.

Because I believe in my battery and my gasoline, I turn 
the ignition switch o f my car.

Because Paul believed in the power o f God, he stood 
on the deck.

Because Abraham believed in the ability o f God, he 
started a nation.

Because Noah believed in a delivering Lord, he built an 
ark.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we •believed in God as 
strongly as we believe in electricity, and gasoline, and 
cars, and gravity?

E. How do we strengthen belief?
When we ask God to strengthen our faith, we actual

ly ask Him for convinced belief. This kind o f belief 
comes by getting to know Him better. Think about the 
great promises o f the Bible. How do they appear in 
your actions? Discus your thoughts with other Chris
tians, and apply God’s promises to your life.

CONCLUSION:
Paul knew God so well that he had complete confi

dence in Him. Because o f his convinced belief, he could 
say, “I know God. I know He’ll rescue us.”

Every one o f you has a sinking ship. Each o f you has a 
place in your life where God calls you to experiment. 
God promises, “I ’ ll not let you dow n.” “I ’ ll see you 
through.” Often you’re busy fighting the waves instead of 
standing on the deck with confidence. The question is 
not,, how strong is your faith, but, do you believe God? 
The cornerstone o f your faith is your convinced belief.

Start where you are. Take a verse o f Scripture that de
scribes how God is able. Your faith will develop your ac
tion o f trust. You will enjoy a new level o f victorious liv
ing with Jesus.

“Keep up your courage . . .  for I have faith in God that 
it will happen just as he told me.”

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Be Still and Know”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 25:1 -5
Hymn “How Firm a Foundation”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship Greet One Another
Moments of Praise “I Just Keep Trusting My Lord”

“My Faith Still Holds” 
“He’s All I Need”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar
Ministry in Music “That’s What Faith Must Be”
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “STRONG FAITH”
Hymn “He Never Has Failed Me Yet”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Invocation Prayer 

Have a teen or young adult pray. Ask them ahead 
of time. They might feel more comfortable writing 
the prayer beforehand.
Moments of Praise 

During the Moments of Praise have a time of testi
mony where one or two share about God’s faithful
ness in their lives.
Planning Ahead 

Ask someone to prepare a “family tree” for next 
Sunday. On the tree place a card with the name of 
each family in the church. See next week for details. 
Offertory Preparation 

It is a wonderful opportunity to give our tithe and 
offering to the Lord. As we do, He makes the prom
ise to us that He will meet the needs of the church 
and us as persons. As you give today, give with 
thanksgiving.
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HERE I STAND
by Daniel R. Gales 

Rom. 1:17 
October 30, 1994

INTRO:
Most Protestants are rejoicing today. And so we should. 

We celebrate Reformation Sunday! This day has vital sig
nificance for those o f us who call ourselves Christians.

The Reformation refers to a period o f time between 
1517 and 1563 when churchmen attempted to return to 
the early purity of New Testament Christianity. The man’s 
name most associated with the Reformation is Martin 
Luther.

Luther, a priest and one o f the great university profes
sors o f his day, taught the Bible. The more he learned 
what God said in His Word, the more discrepancies he 
saw within the church he loved. He became convinced 
that only in the Bible could true authority be found.

That’s not very startling for you and me. But in Luther’s 
day, to think or say such a thing was heresy worthy of 
death! The statement implied a rejection of the authority 
o f the Roman Catholic Church.

While studying to teach a course on Romans, Luther 
discovered Rom. 1:17:

“For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 
to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live 
by faith.’”

From that time on, Luther lived by two main principles:
1. Justification before God is by faith alone.
2. The Scriptures are the only authority for 
sinful men seeking salvation.

These two beliefs launched Luther on a collision 
course with the Roman Catholic Church.

On October 31, 1517, Luther challenged all persons to 
debate by posting his famous 95 theses on the door o f 
the Castle Church in Wittenberg.

Later, in 1521 at Worms, Germany, it became clear that 
Luther’s propositions attacked:

1. The position o f the pope
2. The sacraments, and
3- The theology of the Roman Catholic Church

Luther refused to withdraw his beliefs unless he could 
be convinced o f his fault by the testimony o f the Scrip
tures. Again, he affirmed his belief in salvation by faith 
alone and that the Scriptures are the only authority 
for faith.

While faced with death, Luther gave an impassioned 
speech that ended with a statement that has rung like a 
cannon blast through the halls o f history:

“Here I stand.”
The point o f this historical review is this:

Luther took his stand firmly upon the testimo
ny of God’s Word, even to the point of death!

Through the ages, many Christians have taken the 
same stand:

staking the whole of their existence upon the 
fact that God is with them and in them!

On this Reformation Sunday, the question God has for 
us is this:

“Can we Christians of the 20th century also 
firmly and clearly take our stand for Christ and 
the truth of His Word?”

We are called upon to be clearly decisive in our Chris
tian commitment. There can be no halfway commit
ment, no conditional commitment. If we are Christian, 
and if we really believe what the Bible has to say to us, 
then we have committed ourselves to stand firmly for 
Christ. We must say to our world, with Luther and the 
men and women of the ages,

“Here I stand.” With Christ and His Word!
Our basic belief demands: “We stand for Jesus and the 

truth of His Word, the Bible.” That makes a profound 
impact on our attitudes and lifestyle in the following 
ways:

I. Jesus Is Our Sole Sustenance for Life and 
Living

A. Jesus sustains our spiritual life.
The Bible teaches that Jesus is the only way to the 

Father and eternal life (John 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:5). Along 
with salvation, only Jesus provides victory over the sin 
and habits that enslave men (1 John 3:2-10).

B. Jesus sustains our physical life.
God promised to supply all o f our needs (Phil. 4:19; 

Matt. 6:28-34).

C. Jesus sustains our emotional life.
Jesus promised us peace: a unified calm at the center 

(Phil. 4:5-7; also Isa. 26:3; 40:31; Matt. 11:28; John 
16:33).

ILLUS. Paul used a military picture to describe how “the 
peace o f God . . . will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7, emphasis added). The picture is 
o f an army camped behind enemy lines. At night, the 
guard walks back and forth around the camp, protecting 
those within from enemy attack. Like that guard, God’s 
peace keeps our emotions and minds from breakdown as 
we trust Him.

II. Jesus Is the Greatest Security for Life and 
Living

The very best illustration o f this truth is found in Rom. 
8:31-39.

CONCLUSION:
As Christians, we must be concerned about what we 

are saying by the way we live and act.
I am talking about giving ourselves to Jesus so com

pletely that our living demonstrates to the world the dif
ference He makes. Our world desperately needs to see 
authentic followers o f Christ.
ILLUS. Psychologist Carl Jung has been consulted by peo
ple from all the civilized countries o f the earth. He said:
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“Among all my patients in the second half o f life—that is 
to say, over 35—there has not been one whose problem 
in the last resort was not that o f finding a religious out
look on life. It is safe to say that every one o f them fell ill 
because he had lost that which the living religions o f 
every age have given to their followers, and none o f them 
has been really healed who did not regain his religious 
outlook.”

God needs 20th-century reformers—people who are 
tuned into the redemption o f Christ, people eager to 
demonstrate the strength o f Christ, people who are con
vinced that Christ meets every need of life, people who 
eagerly share their lives with those who have unmet 
needs.

God needs 20th-century reformers who have a vital, 
personal experience with the Lord and are eager to share 
Him with others.

In order to be a reformer, you must first be sure o f your 
own spiritual experience, convinced that every need of 
yours will be met through Christ. That conviction must 
be lived out clearly.

Here are questions for 20th-century reformers:
On what are you standing this moment for your spir

itual and personal strength?
On what do you stand through the week for your 

spiritual and personal strength?
Is Jesus Christ your firm Foundation for all o f life?
Is that foundation o f Christ clearly demonstrated by 

your attitudes and lifestyle both publicly and privately? 
Can you say the following with assurance?

“Yes, I know that Christ is in every part of my 
life. I’m willing to stake my future upon Him. 
He is my greatest security for life and living.” 

Where do you stand?
How firmly are you standing upon Christ?
Are your feet firmly planted upon the Lord so that 

He has become your Guarantee for life?

It will be the greatest experience o f your life to look 
away from the temporary things o f life upon which 
you used to trust to look toward the only true founda
tion, Jesus Christ. With open eyes and firm assurance 
say with Luther:

“Here I stand.”

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Into Thy Presence”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 71:1 -6
Hymn 
Invocation
Friendship in Worship 
Ministry in Music 
Moments of Praise

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

“I Call You to Praise” 
“Sing Praise to the King” 

“King of Kings” 
“Jesus, Lord to Me”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar 
God’s Word
Congregation News and Notes
Ministry in Giving
Sermon
Hymn
Benediction

Rom. 1:8-17

“HERE I STAND” 
“The Solid Rock”

Creative Worship Ideas
Planning Ahead  

Advertise next week as your first Family Life Se
ries. The series consists of four sermons designed 
to give help and ideas to overcome family issues. 
This will be a time the congregation will want to in
vite friends and family.
Creative Planning 

Develop a Family Tree. Put the names of each 
family in your church on a “tree” in the foyer. En
courage everyone to take one or two names and 
pray for them during the next month.

" I ' V E  T A K E N  A N O T H E R  C L O S E  LOOK A T  T H E  B U D G E T ,  
AND I ' M  SORRY I ' M  G O I N G  TO H AVE  TO 

L E T  TWO O F  YOU G O . "
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HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE— LOVE
by Daniel R. Gales 
Eph. 6:1-4; Gal. 5:6 
November 6, 1994

INTRO:
Everyone has a different understanding o f the word 

family. For singles, family means yourself and your 
friends; for single-parent families, it means the people in 
your home. The next four sermons focus on strengthen
ing family life. For this series, “family” refers to the group 
o f people with whom you live and spend your time. 
Whatever your understanding o f family, you w ill find 
strength in these principles.

Four scriptures form the foundation: Eph. 6:1-4, specif
ically verse 4; Prov. 22:6; Deut. 4:9; and Gal. 5:6.

Today, we begin with the background for the series. 
“In Christ . . . the only thing that counts is faith express
ing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
ILLUS. An uncle advised his nephew: “Above all, love 
your children. Harsh lessons upset them. But they value 
love given during their difficulties.” Most o f all, your chil
dren need love. When they look up to you with their big, 
trusting eyes, they need love.

The major lesson is this: learn to express love.
ILLUS. We’ve all heard the story o f the wife who asked 
her husband if he loved her. He replied: “I told you I loved 
you 20 years ago. It still stands today.” That kind o f love 
expression is not adequate for building strong people.

Expressing love begins with this understanding:

I. Love Is the Most Important Ingredient of Life 
and Family Living
There are more damaged persons in the world simply 

because they have not been loved than for any other rea
son.
ILLUS. James Gardner, in his book Self-Renewal, says: 
“Love and friendship dissolve the rigidities o f the isolated 
self, force new perspectives, alter judgments, and keep in 
working order the emotional substratum on which all pro
found comprehension of human affairs must rest” (p. 16).

People need to know they are loved. Needing to be 
loved motivates many persons.

1. Ghandi o f India. In his book Leadership, James S. 
Burns indicates that a driving force behind Ghandi 
was an inner compulsion to find his father’s ap
proval.
2. Carl Lewis. After the 100-meter sprint at the 1988 
Olympics in Seoul, Carl Lewis was interviewed. They 
were discussing his second-place finish. Lewis said 
he ran for his diseased father. “Last night,” he said, 
“my mother had a dream of my father. He said I was 
‘OK,’ so everything is all right.”

These two men chased their craving for love in ways 
we applaud, but there are hundreds who don’t. Some ex
press their need for love in unacceptable ways. They may 
be the criminals, prostitutes, and other social misfits.

Love is most important because it reaches in and melts 
the rigidity o f a person who feels lost.

Expressing love builds on this fact:

II. It Is More Important to Give Love than to 
Receive Love

A. There is a relationship between maturity and giving 
love.

1. The responsibility to love is given to the mature. 
Paul’s instruction in Gal. 5:9 and the uncle’s advice 
to the young father focus on this responsibility. In
fants need to receive love rather than be expected to 
give love.
2. Receiving love is necessary in the developmental 
process o f children. The child and the emerging 
youth need the love o f significant persons.

ILLUS. Hemfelt and Warren, in Kids Who Carry Our 
Pain, say the lack of receiving love drains identity away 
from the child. It forces the child into false guilt over fam
ily problems. He takes on the responsibility to “fix up” 
family unhappiness. Often he seeks false identity through 
negative relationships outside the home.

3. In adulthood, giving love and having maturity go 
together. The relationship between giving love and 
receiving love moves on a continuum. At one end is 
the infant who is totally self-centered and needing 
love. At the other end is the adult needing to give 
love. The adult provides the security needed by the 
child and youth.

B. Real love is not a matter o f finding the right person 
to love, but being the right person to give love.

ILLUS. A porter on the train walked the aisles saying: 
“I’m looking for someone to love.” Then he would quietly 
pick up shoes and polish them, press clothes for people, 
and leave apples and oranges. He was an inspiration. He 
loved giving love.

1. There is the principle o f giving. A principle writ
ten into the universe says, “A man reaps what he 
sows” (Gal. 6:7). It is true in the spiritual world. 
When we sow “Give me,” we plant the seed o f “I am 
a taker” and reap “being taken.” That means the peo
ple who become attracted to you are unable to give. 
Loving others plants seeds that will bring a harvest 
o f being loved.
2. Withdrawing love causes rigidity. Sometimes we 
get caught giving love and then withdrawing love. 
Whether we give love or not does not depend upon 
the behavior o f the other person. It depends upon 
the quality o f the one giving love. Withdrawing love 
can cause the other person to stumble and fall (1 
John 2:10).

There never is a time to withdraw love. Even disci
pline must be done out o f a heart o f love.
3. We love based on who we are, not based on the 
worth of the person being loved.

ILLUS. Have you ever walked the floor at night, dead
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tired, with a screaming infant in your arms? The infant 
was totally unlovable and incapable o f loving. You carried 
the child, not because you love screaming babies. You 
did it because you loved and cared. I love because o f 
“me,” not because o f “you” (1 John 2:11).

C. Jesus is our Model. He loved us “while we were still 
sinners” (Rom. 5:8). We were not only unrighteous but 
aggressive enemies—going against God. Yet Jesus still 
gave His life for us.

For these reasons it is more important to give love 
than to receive love.

There is a third issue. What if you don’t feel you can 
love? Write this third point on the screen of your mind.

III. Anyone Who Sees His Own Need for Love 
Can Be Enabled to Love

A. What if you feel like you cannot give love?
You may think: Pastor, loving others sounds good. 

But you don’t know what’s going on inside o f me. I 
feel so lost and empty within myself. Sometimes it’s all 
I can do to get myself up in the morning. I have no ex
ample from my childhood. My parents didn’t love. 
How can I learn to love? I feel like I ’ve missed out my
self. Is there any hope for me?

Here’s the good news: The issue is not receiving love 
but giving love! All o f us can learn to give love.

B. Jesus brings the gift o f love with Him. He plants the 
seed o f love in your heart.

1. The most damaged psyche in the world can be 
healed by the love o f Jesus. The deep love o f Jesus 
Christ can wash away the hurts and rigidities o f the 
isolated self. Jesus never withdraws His love.

If you get nothing else from this sermon today, I 
want you to know that the presence o f Jesus Christ 
will melt away that rigidity.
2. Begin by practicing the habits o f love. Hemfelt 
and Warren give these steps which anyone can take: 
Give time, attention, affection, and affirmation.

ILLUS. A mother was dealing with an angry daughter. Part of 
the problem came from the time given to their puppy. The 
daughter felt she was of lower value than the dog. Her moth
er gave more time and consideration to the pet than to her. 
By giving time and attention, the process of loving begins.

3. Repair o f love takes time. Repair does not happen 
in a moment. If you’re 30 and feel isolated or empty of 
love, give God 2 or 3 years to rebuild your inner self.

CONCLUSION:
The greatest thing you can do for your family is to re

ceive Christ’s gift o f love. Jesus invites: “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me . . . and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30, RSV).

Anyone who wants to love can receive the gift o f love 
through Jesus Christ. Let me urge you to start on your 
journey o f strengthening your family by receiving the gift 
o f love from Jesus.

That gift begins with receiving eternal life. Like a very 
gentle shepherd, Jesus will lead and guide you into a new 
way o f living.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Jesus, We Just Want to Thank You” 
Reading or Thoughts on Freedom Layperson
Moment of Silence
Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor
Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Friendship in Worship
Moments of Praise “His Banner over Me Is Love” 

“Behold, What Manner of Love” 
“O How I Love Jesus” 

Ministry in Music “Amazing Love”
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE— LOVE”
Closing Chorus “Gentle Shepherd”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Moment of Silence 

After asking the congregation to observe a mo
ment of silence in mempry of those who fought for 
our freedom, pray a short prayer. The theme of the 
prayer can be thanksgiving for those persons and 
for the freedoms we enjoy.
Closing Chorus 

Ask families to come and pray together at the altar 
during the closing chorus. Sing the chorus through 
once, then invite them to prayer with you at the altar. 
Arrange ahead of time to have your wife and/or fam
ily meet you at the altar as well. Make this time a 
pastoral prayer.
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HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE—TIME
by Daniel R. Gales 

Eph. 6:1-4 
November 13, 1994

INTRO:
Margaret Mead said, “All attempts in human history to 

eradicate the family have failed. The family will change in 
form and lifestyle, but it is here to stay.”

This sermon is the second in a four-part series on the 
family. “Family” refers to the group o f people with whom 
you live and spend your time. Single persons and 
teenagers will also find principles for application to their 
lives through this series.

The scriptural foundation is built on Eph. 6:1-4; Prov. 
22:6; Deut. 4:9; and Gal. 5:6. Today’s message from Eph. 
6:4 deals with providing an alternative to exasperation in 
our children.

To “exasperate” means to “cause intense irritation” or 
anger. If ever there was a day in which children are expe
riencing anger, this is it. The Scriptures indicate that fa
thers are to provide an alternative.

The big question is “How?” How can you prevent chil
dren from becoming angry? According to this scripture, 
the solution is to teach them the way o f the Lord.

Perhaps you feel like saying, “It’s too late for me and 
my children; they’re already adults.”

Let me encourage you: It is never too late to begin. The 
only time you have with your family is now. Begin where 
you are. God will honor the loving, sensitive, prayerful ef
forts o f a sincere parent.

Inferred in this verse are some very simple steps.

I. Provide Time
That’s simple! Our children, more than anything else, 

need to know that their parents love them. We can tell 
them, but if we don’t spend adequate time with them, 
they will never believe us. In this verse, God is saying: 
“Commit yourself to make your family strong, loving, 
beautiful, and faithful to the Lord.”

The first step in providing time requires you to:

A. Adjust your schedule. Include time to be with the 
family.

1. Be available. Take a day off each week, and invest 
part o f that day with your spouse and children.
2. Eat together. At least one meal a day, two if at all 
possible. Turn the meal-time into a discussion time 
about fun ideas, projects, and plans. Not much of 
the time should be spent in correction and criticism.
3. Take a vacation, even if you don’t go away.

B. Invest your value in your family. Rather than making 
your occupation the primary' place for investing value, 
make your primary investment in your family.

1. You are unique. Each person is unique, and only 
that person can give his value to the family.
2. Satisfaction comes through the family. Satisfaction 
will not ultimately come from your work or profes
sion, your money or material gain.

ILLUS. Lee Iacocca is quoted as saying, “I have never heard

a dying man say, I wish I had spent more time at the of
fice.’” Satisfaction comes through family relationships.

3. The family is our only eternal possession.
They are the only earthly assets we can take to 

heaven with us. The way we spend our time should 
reflect that value.

II. Invest Your Time in Developing 
Relationships

A. Understand how relationships develop.
1. Relationships develop through process. That 
means your relationships are a result o f continuously 
repeating similar events over a period of time. That 
is also the way relationships change.
2. Relationships develop on purpose. It requires 
choice and discipline to develop the proper kind of 
relationship. Simply being the “father” or “mother” or 
“adult” does not automatically ensure a place in an
other person’s life. That comes through deciding 
how we will gain that confidence.
3. Relationships develop over time. Since relation
ships are a process involving give-and-take, they de
velop over a period of time. Changing the quality of 
life within the home cannot be done through one or 
two events. If the last 5 or 15 years has left an unsat
isfactory quality o f relationship, it could take 2 or 3 
years to make the change.

ILLUS. One father decided to enrich family intimacy by 
staying home for breakfast. Usually he began work before 
his family was awake. The next morning, he presented 
himself at the breakfast table.

He reported, “They acted as if I wasn’t there. Each per
son had little jobs to do and enjoyed jokes that I knew 
nothing about. Obviously I was outside the family group.” 

At first he was hurt. But he realized that he was respon
sible. He said, “If I wanted into the family, I knew what it 
would take. I would have to practice new patterns and 
give them time to open and create a place for me. It took 
time, but now they say, Good morning,’ when I come to 
the table.”

Give your family time and space to respond to you and 
your new overtures, and they will. God planned it that
way.

III. Provide Time to Train Your Family
A. Prior to equipping anyone else, you must first bring 
yourself together.

B. Bring your relationship with your spouse into har
mony. If you are single, bring your relationship with 
parents or other significant figures together.

1. The greatest gift parents can give a family is to 
love.
2. Learn to communicate. The two greatest commu
nication problems are, first, not listening and under
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standing others and, second, not saying clearly what
you mean.
3. Build up each other so that each o f you can per
form at your peak potential.
4. Pray together.

ILLUS. One Canadian pastor says it took him and his wife 
10 years to learn to pray together. Part o f the reason was 
his schedule and an unrealistic expectation. He said, “I 
wanted to have a Bible study, prayer lists, and things like 
that. With my schedule, we simply never did it. Now,” he 
says, “we keep it simple. While lying in bed and prior to 
falling asleep, we pray for each family member and each 
concern before the Lord in prayer. We seldom miss a 
night.”

Where you pray and how you pray is not as much o f an 
issue as actually making prayer together a priority in your 
life.

Ruth Graham said, “I am convinced that prayer is one 
of the strongest weapons for the development o f charac
ter in our children.”

C. Develop family patterns through which your values
will be transferred.

1. Develop a church attendance pattern.
2. Develop a home devotional pattern.
3- Have a regular family day or evening.
4. Go shopping together or take walks.
5. Spend time alone with each other.

D. Teach life values through informal activities.
ILLUS. Life values are “caught” through unguarded mo
ments. Have you ever watched a family in a campground 
on their first night o f vacation?

The frustration that sets in when Dad is trying to back 
the trailer into a camping spot is incredible. It’s in those 
kinds o f unplanned moments that true values are taught 
to the family. How unplanned actions and reactions relate 
to Christian faith teaches more to the family than days o f 
devotions and Bible lessons. Those actions will either re
inforce or undo everything said in the formal teaching 
times.

Informal responses in normal life situations transfer val
ues more clearly than formal teaching times. Formal 
teaching is important, too, but actually demonstrating val
ues is more important (Luke 6:40).

CONCLUSION:
The family is more than a psychological or sociological

unit. It is a spiritual kingdom. The family is a trust given 
to parents by God. It is God’s will for the head o f each 
home to build the family. In order to accomplish this mis
sion, it takes an investment o f time. The head o f the 
home, fathers or single-parent moms, are responsible to 
initiate spiritual leadership.

How is your home? Are you leading your family to safe 
ground and overcoming other pressures in the world?

God w ill grant any willing person the creativity to 
know where and how to begin ministering to the family. 
Ask the Lord; He will guide you.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Jesus, I Love You”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 89:1 -4
Hymn “Heavenly Father, King Eternal”
Prayer Chorus “Your Love Compels Me”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship 
Membership
Moments of Praise “The Family of God”

“I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord” 
“Lord, Be Glorified” 

Testimony Board Member
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE— TIME”
Ministry in Music “Find Us Faithful”
Hymn “A Christian Home”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Testimony

During the testimony, have the board mem ber 
share “Why I serve Christ through the local church.” 
Invocation

Ask a senior person who has raised his or her 
family to pray the invocation prayer this morning. 
Ask him to especially pray that God will give wisdom 
to young parents as they raise their family.
Planning Ahead 

Let the people know that next week you will be in
terviewing a family counselor.
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HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE— BE PROPER
by Daniel R. Gales 
November 20, 1994

INTRO:
In his book The Power of Your Attitudes, Dr. Les Par

rott comments on “What makes for a happy marriage.” At 
the end o f some statistics, he boils it down to one simple 
concept: establishing the habit o f happiness. “Happy, 
contented single people,” he says, “make happy, content
ed married people.”

How does a person become happy and contented? The 
primary place is in his home. The more I think about fam
ily and personal needs, the more I am convinced that 
happiness is homemade. God intended for the home to 
be the primary place for developing happy, contented 
people.

This series o f sermons is based on four scriptural foun
dations: Eph. 6:1-4; Deut. 4:9; Prov. 22:6; and Gal. 5:6. 
Embedded in these scriptures are principles that teach us 
how to build strong Christian families.

The theme o f the first sermon taught that love is the 
basic gift that builds and develops people. The second 
sermon urged you to provide time to invest in the people 
who live in your home.

The next lesson can be summarized by the words: “Be 
proper.”

A very significant implication in this scripture comes 
through the word “exasperate.”

I. What Is the Meaning of “Exasperate”?
A. The dictionary meaning o f “exasperation” is defined 
as “intense irritation.” The NASB translates “not exas
perate” as “not provoke your children to anger.”

B. Parallel scripture illustrates: “Fathers, do not embit
ter your children, or they w ill become discouraged” 
(Col. 3:21). They will give up in their hearts and lose 
out spiritually.

C. The thrust o f “exasperate” is seen by turning the 
sentence into a positive statement. We must find the 
major teaching because it is difficult to find direction 
from “do nots.”

Paul instructs fathers to teach their children the way 
o f the Lord. Proper teaching eliminates intense irrita
tion, both psychologically and spiritually. Fathers are to 
be trainers who make the home a place o f encourage
ment.

An even more simple way o f saying the same thing is 
“be proper” in your approach to your children.

II. Develop Skill in Transferring Truth
A. Avoid the tarnishing of truth. William Barclay in his 
Daily Study Bible Series talks about tarnishing or de
valuing truth. It is not enough to be correct. Parents 
must also be proper in the transfer o f truth to the fami
ly. Truth is devalued when transferred by an improper 
teacher, at an improper time, in an improper place, 
with an improper motive, and an improper method.

When truth is tarnished, it is disbelieved.
B. Be an example o f the truth you are teaching.

1. Children learn the truth with which they live. 
Teaching, at least in the spiritual sense, primarily 
transfers being. If you have resentment and hurt in 
your heart, your family will pick it up and model it. 
Children will ultimately behave as the parents are 
(Luke 6:40).
2. Measure your behavior by the Scriptures. Take re
sponsibility for your own inner state. We are what 
we are because o f ourselves, not because of a situa
tion or because o f someone else. Study the teaching 
in the Scriptures. Then bring your inner self and out
er actions into line with what you know is right. 
Through intense consecration, allow Jesus to trans
form you into the person you need to become. In 
this way, you will transfer whole truth to your family.

C. Continue by pointing the way to Jesus.
1. The parents’ responsibility is to be a pointer, not a 
chooser. Choosing develops dependency; pointing 
builds adequacy.
This is risky for the parent, but essential for the 
child. Point your children in a right direction, and 
encourage them to make strong right choices. Be 
their coach in developing life skills.
2. Teaching responsible choices requires much skill 
and practice.

a. Getting to know each person. How does he 
think? How does he respond? How is he chal
lenged?

ILLUS. A four-year-old boy watched a large turtle slowly 
climb out o f the water. Immediately the boy wanted to 
make friends. So he began sharing his half-eaten sand
wich with the turtle.

Well, the turtle had never seen a little boy with a half
eaten sandwich. Fear gripped his heart, and he did what 
any red-blooded turtle would do. He retreated into his 
shell.

Our little friend looked for a better way. A stick! His 
puppy loved sticks! The turtle became more frightened— 
certain death must be approaching! But Mother came to 
the rescue.

The boy was heartbroken. The problem was clarified: 
You don’t make friends with a turtle the same way you 
make friends with a puppy. Turtles and puppies are dif
ferent.

Our families are like that too. Often parents try to treat 
everyone like themselves. All persons are unique and 
must be treated uniquely.

b. But what about the Golden Rule? “Do to others 
what you would have them do to you” (Matt. 
7:12). When Jesus said those words, He was not 
suggesting that you do the same things to other 
people that you would like done. He meant for
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you to treat others with the respect they need. 
Consider the ways they are helped or hurt, moti
vated or discouraged, inspired or brought into 
boredom. Isn’t that how you would like people to 
treat you? With great consideration!

The first place to practice the Golden Rule is in 
our homes and with our children. The issue in 
family living is not trying to be great yourself, but 
trying to make your family great. That desire pro
motes greatness.

D. Make proper approaches.
1. Self-esteem and the ego o f your family, while very 
flexible, will not withstand an approach that is fero
cious.
2. It is not always proper to jump on a problem im
mediately. Dr. James D. Hamilton gives the following 
rules for problem talking. You must have:

a. The proper motive
b. The proper time
c. The proper manner 
cl. The proper words

All four, he maintains, must be present for satis
factory communication. Part o f mature parenting 
is the ability to wait and hold your emotional re
sponses for the proper time.

On the cover o f No Laughing Matter, by Joan L. 
Oppenheimer, it says, “When you grow up, you 
find it’s not what you get that counts. It’s what 
you give.” Waiting for the proper conditions be
fore you speak is protecting and building the self
esteem of family members.

ULUS. One pastor tells o f planting grass seed in his new 
lawn. As the new lawn began sprouting shoots o f green 
grass, he noticed weeds growing also. So, very carefully, 
he began removing as many o f the weeds as possible. 
About two weeks later, everywhere he pulled the weeds 
was a large bald spot. The rest o f the area was thick and 
green.

He asked a gardener what he should have done. The 
gardener said, “Weed pulling dislodges the grass seed. 
Fertilize the grass seed. It will come in so thickly that the 
weeds will be choked out.”

That’s a good lesson to learn in dealing with family 
problems. Don’t pull weeds. Feed the positive and that 
will choke out the problems.

CONCLUSION:
The success o f family living centers, not on having a lot 

o f skill and great insights, but on being a person who is at 
peace with himself. The peaceful person passes that atti
tude on to the family.

Are you at peace with yourself?
I am not asking about the environment in which you 

find yourself. I ’m asking about the “you” in whatever en
vironment. Are you at peace within yourself?

One o f the great promises o f Jesus is that He brings 
you inner peace. Do you have His peace? You can have 
peace by allowing Jesus to make His home in your heart. 
That comes by giving your whole life over to the Lord.

First, realize the path you are walking on is a path that 
does not have Jesus central in your life.

Second, ask Jesus to come into the center of your life.
Third, commit your whole self to Jesus.
Fourth, exercise the faith that Jesus w ill come into 

your life when you ask Him.
Happiness begins as Jesus makes His home in your 

heart. Happiness is homemade.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “We Worship and Adore You”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 22:25-27
Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
Prayer Chorus
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship 
Family Counselor Interview
Ministry in Music “Household of Faith”
Moments of Praise “It’s Time to Praise the Lord”

“Because of Who You Are” 
“His Name Is Life”

Pastoral Prayer and Open Altar 
Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE— BE PROPER” 
Hymn “Wonderful Peace”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas 
Looking Ahead

Next week is the last Sunday on Family Life. En
courage everyone to bring a friend. Plan a muffin 
and coffee fellowship prior to the service.
Closing Prayer 

Since no pastoral prayer was scheduled, invite 
persons to join you at the altar for the closing bene
diction. Pray that God would grant strength and en
durance to each parent as he or she cares for his 
family. Remember to pray specifically for single par
ents. Pray that God will grant understanding and pa
tience to the children as their parents do their best 
for them.

7 8  THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE



HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE—COMMUNICATION
by Daniel R. Gales 
November 27, 1994

INTRO:
Good communication is vital.
In his book The Power of Your Attitudes, Dr. Les Par

rott develops the principle that happy people make hap
py homes. Happiness begins through patterns taught in 
the home.

For the last three Sundays, we have been examining 
the family. The texts come from Deut. 4:9; Prov. 22:6; 
Gal. 5:6; and Eph. 6:4.

The first message focused on love as the gift that builds 
and develops people. The next message talked about pro
viding time to invest in the lives o f people in your home. 
The third sermon, “Be Proper,” emphasized that proper 
approaches must be used by the parents and the chil
dren, or great frustration and spiritual discouragement 
will develop in person’s lives.

Today we look at the skill o f communication. Many feel 
communication is the underlying problem in most family 
and marital disruption. The texts for today are James 1:19- 
27; 4:1-3; and Phil. 2:1-4.

These scriptures contain principles or seeds to plant in 
our hearts. They will bloom into beautiful Christian rela
tionships when watered with God’s Word and prayer.

“Share” is the key word for this sermon. The letters, 
S-H-A-R-E, form an acrostic for the sermon outline. The 
first “seed” comes from the letter S.

I. S—Stop Building Barriers (James 1:19)
This scripture highlights two communication barriers: 

speaking without listening, and anger.

A. Speaking without listening turns communication in
to a linear pattern of misunderstanding.

1. Linear communication moves in a straight line 
from one thought to another. Little understanding 
takes place because the thoughts and feelings o f the 
other person are not considered. When you stop, lis
ten, and then respond, the communication line be
comes circular.

ILLUS. Suppose I say, “This is not a good book. I ’m get
ting another one.” You might think I mean, The content 
o f this book is bad; I ’m taking it back to get one I will en
joy. This is an example o f linear communication.

2. Circular communication allows you to comment. 
You might ask, “You don’t like the story?” Now, the 
conversation circles back, and I would clarify by say
ing, “Oh, I like the story, but the binding is falling 
apart. So I ’m going back to the bookstore and get
ting it replaced.” Now we understand!
B. Anger also blocks communication. There are two 
apparent inferences in this scripture about anger: 
Anger is controllable, and anger has a place. A closer 
look brings a different message. The word “slow” in 
this verse is used three times in the New Testament, 
twice in James 1:19 and once in Luke 24:25: “How

slow o f heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken!” The meaning is that the slow heart did not 
grasp the message and does not believe. Therefore, 
“slow to anger” means “don’t get angry!”

Here’s a five-word formula for where anger is ap
propriate: “Somewhere else, some other time.” 

ILLUS. A brother met with his new brother-in-law for the 
first time. An argument erupted and the brother threw a 
glass o f water in the face of the brother-in-law. Immediately 
the brother-in-law jumped up, grabbed his wife’s brother by 
the lapels, shook him, and said, “If you ever do this again, 
I ’ll literally mop the street with you!” It never happened 
again.

People only get angry when they can dominate the oth
er. The brother-in-law refused to be dominated. In James 
1:19, we are being instructed that there is no place in re
lationships for anger. We are told not to respond in anger 
or to speak out hastily without understanding the mes
sage that is being sent.

That is the S message. The alternative comes from the 
next point.

II. H— Hold Your Response
“Be quick to listen, slow to speak.”

A. We see the correction o f barriers. Basically the Bi
ble is instructing us to think and understand what is 
being said to us, and how w e ’ll respond. “Slow down 
your response and replace talking with creative listen
ing.”

B. Creative listening requires the skills o f both listen
ing and speaking. When we listen, we listen for feel
ings as well as content.

1. Listening tools include paraphrasing and the use 
o f perception checking. Paraphrasing is stating in 
your own way what the remark means to you. The 
statement, “This isn’t a very good book,” could be 
paraphrased by saying, “You find the story boring.”

Perception check involves describing how you 
think the other person feels. You might say, “You’re 
not enjoying the story.” Both responses would clarify 
meaning in your conversation.
2. Speaking tools include behavior and feeling de
scriptions. Behavior descriptions set forth specific 
behavior actions, rather than stating a conclusion to 
which you have come. Instead o f saying, “I think you 
don’t like me,” turn the responsibility to yourself and 
say, “I ’m going to try harder to make our time to
gether happy.” Feeling descriptions identify your 
feelings rather than accusing the other or making de
mands. “I felt disappointed that you forgot” rather 
than “You don’t care about me.”

ILLUS. Before being elected to Congress, John Buchanan 
did evangelism. When holding meetings, he liked to go 
calling. Spotting a farmer plowing, he jumped out o f his
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car and ran across the field to the man. He said, “Hello, 
are you a member of the Christian family?”

The farmer answered, “No, I’m not. The Christian fami
ly lives two miles down the road.”

Buchanan corrected, “No, I mean, are you lost?”
Again the farmer answered, “I don’t think so. I been 

right here on this farm for 25 years.”
Buchanan clarified, “I mean, are you ready for the Judg

ment Day?”
The farmer replied, “I don’t know. When is it?” 
Buchanan said, “Well, it could be today; it could be to

morrow!”
The farmer answered, “Well, when you do find out 

what day it’s going to be, let me know, ’cause my wife’ll 
likely want to go both days.”

The use o f speaking and listening tools will help all 
communication be clearer.

The next “seed” o f understanding is found as A.

III. A—Accept the Other Person (Phil. 2:3-4)
These verses outline three distinct attitudes involved in 

acceptance: unity and cooperation, respect for the other 
person’s values and differences, and respect for the com
plexity of the other person’s set o f problems and desires. 
ILLUS. Each person’s problem is as complex as another’s. 
For the 2-year-old trying to tie a shoelace, it is as complex 
as the 18-year-old making a career decision and the 45- 
year-old corporate executive facing a million-dollar ex
pansion project.

By looking at life from the other person’s set o f circum
stances, we will discover a whole new world o f meaning 
and relationship.

The R stands for:

IV. R— Renew Yourself (James 1:21; 4:1 -3)
The first three principles are very lofty. They seem nice 

to talk about but difficult to achieve. It cannot be done 
without a heart correction by God. A person’s heart de
termines the effectiveness o f communication (Prov.
4:23).

A. A good Christian character results in good Christian 
attitudes. The attitude o f the Christian is not self-cen- 
tered, but Christ-centered. This gives the advantage of 
being open to the other person. If your attitude is 
wrong, there will be poor or impossible communica
tion. If the attitude is right, there will be good or possi
ble communication.

B. Solve the basic problem, which is a problem with 
the heart (James 4:1-3; Prov. 4:23; Matt. 12:34-35). The 
heart o f a Christian is either self-centered (carnal) or 
Christ-centered. The heart o f a person can be changed 
to a Christ-centered heart through an act o f God that 
takes place after one’s conversion experience.

Give your whole redeemed self to the Lord, and let 
Him cleanse you and change the focus o f your heart.

Then communication will be clear because “out o f the 
heart” we communicate (see Matt. 12:34). Without this 
change, we cannot communicate according to God’s 
desires for us.

C. Focus on the other person. The thrust o f this pas
sage is not on “who is right” but on understanding the 
other person. This involves giving up your own per
sonal rights in order to have clear communication. No 
one can authentically have this attitude without the 
presence of Jesus residing in him.

V. E—  Express Yourself
After you have gone through the four previous steps, 

you are ready to express yourself.

CONCLUSION:
The place to begin developing better communication 

skills is in your heart.
The heart is altered through the presence o f Jesus 

Christ in you. He will make the greatest change in you in 
the shortest amount o f time. The wonderful thing about 
Jesus is that His presence in you not only insures heaven 
for you when you die but also enriches you while living 
in this world.

If today your life doesn’t add up to all it should—per
haps you sense anger, resentments, unhealed hurts—give 
those feelings and yourself to Jesus. Trust Him. Jesus will 
change you now.

S—H—A —R—E your life with Jesus so that you can 
S—H—A—R—E your life with others.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER
Opening Chorus “Open Our Eyes, Lord”
Pastoral Greeting and Meditation Ps. 95:1 -7
Hymn “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
Invocation Layperson
Friendship in Worship
Ministry in Music “Children Are a Treasure

from the Lord”
Infant Baptism/Dedication
Moments of Praise “Bless His Holy Name”

“His Name Is Wonderful” 
“Jesus, Name Above All Names” 

Congregation News and Notes 
Ministry in Giving
Sermon “HAPPINESS IS HOMEMADE—

COMMUNICATION” 
Hymn “Cleanse Me”
Benediction

Creative Worship Ideas
Closing Hymn 

During the closing hymn, encourage families to 
make a fresh commitment to each other and to the 
Lord. Open the altar for prayer.
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