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pond. As they were flying, a farmer out in his field looked
up and saw them. The frog heard him remark, “Well, isn’t
that a clever idea! | wonder who thought of it!” The frog
said, “1 did. . ..” Pride was his undoing.

I1l. VERSES 198-20 REVEAL THE UGLY IN UZZIAH'S LIFE

A. God responds by giving him leprosy. Few diseases
are more disfiguring than leprosy. Now stop and think
about it: if you are a proud person, what might draw you
back to earth? One sure way is to have a disease that dis-
figures. Nothing else would humble a proud person
quicker than to have leprosy break out on your face.

There is something about leprosy from that ancient cul-
ture that we need to remember: when you had it, you be-
came a social outcast. When you walked the streets, the
Law mandated that you issue a cry of warning. The
words “unclean, unclean” signaled your approach. The
people, hearing you shout those words, would walk on
the opposite side of the street to avoid you. In short, you
were avoided like the plague.

Leprosy was more than just a health concern. It guar-
anteed you would be a social outcast for the rest of your
life. Suddenly, this popular and powerful king becomes
an outcast for the remainder of his days.

B. Why would God do such a terrible thing? It was a
matter of God giving Uzziah what he wanted. No, he didn’t
want leprosy. What did he want? He was so full of pride
that he only wanted himself. In a strange twist of fate, God
gave him his desires. Leprosy gave him a kingdom of one:
himself. In that outcast kingdom of one, he ruled supreme-
ly. In his kingdom he was the most important person. God,
in effect, was giving King Uzziah exactly what he wanted:
a kingdom where he could be the greatest person in the
kingdom. As he sat in his room, an outcast, he was master
of all he surveyed. His life had turned ugly.

ILLUS. According to a news story, 18 “uglies” picketed
an American Airlines ticket office. They were protesting
alleged discrimination in hiring when they advertise for
good-looking people. “We just want to be accepted for
who we are instead of what we look like,” said Danny
McCoy, who is the president of Ugly Unlimited. He says
up to 10 percent of the American public are widely con-
sidered to be ugly. Unfortunately the complaint goes on.
This is because, according to lawyers, there is no stan-
dard definition of what constitutes ugly.

C. Unchecked spiritual pride eventually cuts you off
from God. That's when you can easily define the word ug-
ly. Pride makes you seem bigger and better than reality.
As you get more important in your own eyes, it doesn’t
matter what anyone else says or thinks. As time goes by,
you erect an altar to yourself. When you do that, you
have crossed the line into idol worship, causing separa-
tion from God.

Here is the frightening thing: God often gives you what
you want. If all you care about is yourself, then God will
somehow arrange it so that you will get yourself and only
yourself.

Hell is going to be a place of separation from God. It
will be a place where you are stuck with yourself forever
and forever.
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Pride brings out the ugly in every person it touches.

CONCLUSION

There are lessons for everyone in the life of King Uzzi-
ah. There is the good to admire and to try to imitate. Try
to be like him and seek God. Frequent the place of prayer.
Learn about God and revere Him. Unfortunately, in his
life there is also the bad to avoid. Make sure there is no
spiritual pride in your life. Also, by all means do not al-
low pride to go unchecked. It will turn your life into
something ugly. The most horrible thing in the world
would be to end up isolated from God because you wor-
shiped yourself.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER

WE APPROACH THE TIME OF WORSHIP

Prelude ... “Majesty”

Announcements

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP

Call to Worship

Responsive Reading

Opening Prayer

WE CELEBRATE OUR WORSHIP

Hymns.....cooeieeennns “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”
“Come, Thou Almighty King”

WE TALK TO GOD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Pastoral Prayer

WE RESPOND TO WORSHIP

.................. “Worship the Lord” (Ps. 100)

Offering

Special SONQG ...ooveiiviiiiiieiiie e “The Wonder of It All”
WE FOCUS OUR WORSHIP

Scripture Reading....ccoooeeuiiviiiiiiiieeiiieeeies 2 Chron. 26:1-20
Sermon .......cccccceeees “KING UZZIAH: THE GOOD, THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY’
WE REFLECT UPON OUR WORSHIP
ChOrUS ...t “Spirit of the Living God”
Prayer at the Altar
WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP
Benediction

CREATIVE WORSHIP IDEAS

Pastoral Prayer
Direct members of the congregation to pray for others. Do
this by encouraging them to take a moment and pray for the
person on their left, right, behind them, and in front of them.
This actively involves the congregation in prayer and at the
same time makes sure every person receives prayer.

Call to Worship

“We are privileged to be here today to worship God
Almighty. It is important to remind ourselves that as a congre-
gation we are not spectators, and the platform people are not
performers. Rather, God is the Spectator, and all who worship
today are performers.”

Benediction

“Leave this place determined that you will leave behind the
‘bad and the ugly and cultivate the ‘good’ in your life that
was begun by God!”
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INTRO

ILLUS. Years ago, evangelist Gypsy Smith spoke to the
local Rotary Club. At the conclusion of his message he
raised his Bible and asked, “How many of you men can
recall a saintly mother and a godly father who loved this
Book, read it, lived it, and seeped it into you?” Almost all
who were present raised their hands as tears threatened
to burst onto their cheeks. Then Gypsy followed with an-
other question, “With all your influence today, how many
of you are so living that your children will remember you
for your faithfulness to this same Book?” God has called
us to make a difference in our world.

Here is the question of the hour: “Why don’'t we make
a difference in our world as we know God wants us to?”

In this chapter we meet King Jotham. He was a terrific
king. Yet, verse 2 tells us that “the people . . . continued
their corrupt practices.” Jotham failed to be a change
agent. From his life, we can learn why we fail to make
the impact upon others that we ought to be making.

I. HIS REIGN MADE A DIFFERENCE IN HIS WORLD

A. He made a difference by building (w. 3-4). One of
the things any ruler wanted to accomplish during his
reign was to build structures that would outlive him. In
the years to come, people would ask, “Now, who was it
that built that building?” So Jotham went on a building
campaign and found success. History, to this day, records
him as making a difference when it came to the area of
building.

He also made a difference because he conquered (v. 5).
Another way that a ruler could make a difference in his
world was to become known as a mighty man of war. The
Scripture says little about his military life, but clearly he
is a man of war not to be trifled with because he con-
quered the Ammonites. Jotham makes his mark in history
as one who knew how to win awar. In the area of mili-
tary prowess, Jotham made a difference in his world.

The text reveals he also made a difference in his world
because he became powerful (v. 6). He grew to be power-
ful as a king of the chosen people. Remember, he comes
from along line of kings, and not every king of Judah be-
came powerful. But this king became powerful because
he “walked steadfastly before the Lord.”

B. There is something that resonates within all of us
with a desire to make a difference in our world. We do
not want to pass from this life without leaving our foot-
prints. We are like King Jotham. We build, conquer, and
become powerful. We struggle to leave our mark and in-
fluence upon our world.

Someone once said that before we climb a ladder, we
better first make sure what building it is leaning against.
As we look back over the life of King Jotham, we discover
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that his life ladder was leaning against the wrong build-
ing.

1. HE FAILED IN HIS PRIMARY DUTY OF INFLUENCING
PEOPLE FOR GOD

A. The last part of verse 2 tells us that the people con-
tinued in their sin. King Jotham did many things right but
failed to influence his people for God. He failed in his
God-given task of influencing others.

Admittedly, verse 2 does not tell us much. In 2 Kings
15:35, a parallel account, part of the mystery is revealed.
This verse reveals that sacrifices to pagan gods still
played a role in their worship. They had fallen back into
the kind of sin that stirred God to anger.

Did you notice that the same verse talks about the sins
of the people and the rebuilding efforts of Jotham? He
was making a difference but not where it counted.

B. By all outward accounts, history would have given
him high marks on his reign as king of the Southern King-
dom. He seems to have done all of the right things: he
built, he conquered, and he became powerful. Undoubt-
edly the opinion polls of his day were very high. But he
failed miserably where it counted most.

It is a study in contrasts. He conquered the Ammonites
and brought peace between their countries, but the peo-
ple were at war with God. He built great buildings, but
the spiritual condition of his people lay in ruin. He be-
came powerful, but his people suffered from spiritual
poverty. As God looked at the bottom line of Jotham’s
life, He was disappointed that Jotham failed in the area
that mattered most: he failed to impact his people for
God.

C. This hits close to home. We get so busy climbing the
ladder that we fail to stop and see what building it is
leaning against. We pour our lives into building our ca-
reer, saving money, getting our children through college.
All of those things are good, but in the end what really
matters is whether or not we have influenced others for
Christ.

If we aren’t careful, we will get down to the end of our
life and see that our ladder was leaning against the
wrong building. We will discover it was leaning against
the same building that King Jotham’s ladder was leaning:
the building marked outward success. What a difference
if we had made sure our ladder was leaning against the
building marked “influencing others for Christ.”

1. WHY DID JOTHAM FAIL TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

A. He failed to make a difference because he really did
not care about the spiritual condition of others. He was
aware of the sin in which his people were involved. We
cannot excuse the king on the grounds of ignorance. You
can almost imagine the priests coming to him and telling
him that the people are worshiping the pagan gods of
their neighbors. Since he apparently does nothing about
it, it seems logical to conclude that he doesn’t care
enough about their spiritual welfare.

We say we care about the sin of our neighbors and
family members, but what do we do about it? Yes, we
pray and that’'s good. We talk about being concerned. But
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if we cared enough, wouldn't we become consumed
about finding ways to impact their lives for Christ?

B. He failed to make a difference because he failed to
exert his authority. He was the king and leader. He could
have used his influence to impact his people in their spiri-
tual lives, but he failed to exert his God-given authority.

We may not be kings, but we have a certain amount of
authority, power, and influence. There are people over
whom you exert a certain amount of influence. Use some
of that authority and power to influence them for Christ.
You might respond by saying, “But that's taking advan-
tage of our friendship!” Of course. Use your advantage to
impact others for Christ.

C. He failed to make a difference because he focused
exclusively on good things instead of the best things.
There was not one thing wrong with the things that he
did. In fact, what he did was good. Certainly he ruled
well. He lived a good life. But he never went on to do
what was best. The best was to influence others for God.
He allowed the sin to continue. He did not do what he
could to help his people get rid of the sin in their life.

How easy for us to spend our life doing good things.
However, we need to plunge ahead and do “best things.”
This means you will intentionally influence others for
Christ.

CONCLUSION

ILLUS. I heard a story on the radio about a man who
stopped by the house, trying to sell an old pair of drapes.
The man of the house tried to get rid of him. God pricked
his heart. He decided to go looking for the man and dis-
covered that he had sold the drapes. He followed him in-
to the grocery to see if he was going to waste his money.
Surprisingly, he only bought the necessities of life. He
talked to him and discovered that there was a genuine fi-
nancial need. God impressed upon him to give the fellow
$10, which he promptly did. The man in financial need
offered to do odd jobs. He came over to the house and
cleaned the basement. They worked together in the base-
ment and talked about spiritual things. The kindly man
shared with the man in need how you could never out-
give the Lord. Days later the man knocked on his door
and shared that he had decided to pay tithe on his mow-
ing jobs. Still later the man knocked on his door and
shared with him that a wealthy man had contacted him
and hired him to do $400 worth of lawn work. He could
hardly wait to tithe on that money to see what the Lord
would do next. All of this happened because one man
cared.

T he
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We need to keep on doing good things for God, but we
had better not get caught up only in doing good. We need
to get involved in doing best things. We dare not fail in
our God-given task to make a difference in our world.
This week find someone you can influence for Christ, and
then go to it.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER

WE APPROACH THE TIME OF WORSHIP

Prelude ........cccccciiinnnnnne. “I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go”

Announcements

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP

Call to Worship

Responsive Reading ..........cccccceeieeees “A Charge to the Church”
(Matt. 9:35-38; John 4:35-36a; Matt. 28:19-20)

Opening Prayer

WE CELEBRATE OUR WORSHIP

HYMNS oo “Anywhere with Jesus”

“Give of Your Best to the Master”

WE TALK TO GOD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Pastoral Prayer

WE RESPOND TO WORSHIP

Offering

Special SONg ......ovviiiiiiiiieeanns ‘Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken”
WE FOCUS OUR WORSHIP

Scripture Reading..........coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiie. 2 Chron. 27:1-5
SEIrMON ..o “MAKING A DIFFERENCE”
WE REFLECT UPON OUR WORSHIP

Hymn ... “Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated”

Prayer at the Altar
WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP
Benediction

CREATIVE WORSHIP IDEAS

Several weeks prior to this service announce the subject of
the message. Invite members of the congregation to submit in
writing one special person who has made a difference in their
spiritual lives. Publish those brief stories as an insert to the
service bulletin.

Call to Worship

“Today as we worship the Lord, we will be challenged to
make a difference in our world. May we have an open heart
as we receive this challenge.”

Benediction
“May your prayer be to make a difference this week in your
comer of the world!”
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Ve Me Forty Acres

by Randall K.
2 Chron. 29

Hartman

INTRO

For many years my father was a truck driver. Once in a
while I would ride with him. On those trips | got a small
glimpse into the life of a trucker. One of the things that
many truckers will do is to sing songs as they drive down
the road. | remember hearing my dad sing one line in a
song over and over: “Give me 40 acres, and I'll turn this
rig around.” That line was saying that if the trucker had
just 40 acres to farm, he’'d slam on the brakes, turn the
rig around, and get out of the trucking business.

Of course, turning the semi rig around is harder than it
looks. It means finding a wide place in the road. It means
waiting for the traffic to clear. It means going back home
and trying to explain to your boss why you would give up
the exciting life of a trucker for the exciting life of a
farmer!

Turning the rig around and changing your life is harder
than it looks. There are many people who would like to
turn the rig around in their life. They’'re tired of going
down the same road. They find life to be boring and want
something better. Jesus offers them a mansion just over
the hilltop instead of 40 acres of dirt. He offers them the
joy of sins forgiven. They look at the Christian life and
would like to get right with God, but how do they turn
the rig around and get right with God?

The people in 2 Chron. 29 are struggling with trying to
turn their lives around. For the past 16 years they have
lived a life of sin. They had followed their diabolical
leader, Ahaz. He is a king who actually sacrificed his own
sons as a burnt offering to pagan gods. After the reign of
Ahaz, his son Hezekiah became king. At 25 years of age
he had decided that he was going to turn the rig around
and lead his country in a different direction. The big
question was, “How do you turn things around?”

Before even looking into the text, we need to realize
that the place to begin in changing your life is to recog-
nize you are going down the wrong path. No sermon can
help you unless there is dissatisfaction in your life. There
is no help for you until you are sick and tired of being
sick and tired. When you are ready to change your life's
direction, 2 Chron. 29 will show you how.

I. TO TURN YOUR LIFE AROUND, YOU MUST FIRST BRING
YOURSELF INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD (V. 19)

A. Hezekiah has commissioned the priests to make the
Temple defiled by his father fit for worship. They follow
the strict ceremonial procedures to make it clean. They
round up all of the defiled Temple articles and take them
through the purification ritual. They cleanse them the
best they know how. After completing the cleansing, they
bring all of the worship items before the altar of the Lord.

Why did they take all of that stuff and lay it before the
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altar? They took all of those defiled items and laid them
before the altar because they knew they could only do so
much. They bring them into the presence of the holy God
because they know that in the final analysis it is only God
who can change those things from defiled to holy. It was
their way of saying, “Here we go, God; we've done all we
can do, now You transform them by Your power!” By get-
ting their place of worship in order, they were beginning
to turn their country around.

B. If you really want to turn your life around, you must
get yourself into the presence of God. Some will want to
do it the Old Testament way. You will think it necessary
to clean up your life first. You will want to get rid of some
habits in your life. But here is a key point: you can only
do so much on your own. You will be able to change a
certain amount in your life. Through an act of the will
you can clean up your life, but it will not be enough. You
must bring yourself into the very presence of God. There
are certain things about your life that only He can
change. You can do some sprucing up in your life, but on-
ly God can transform your life.

ILLUS. In my freshman year at Olivet Nazarene Uni-
versity | met a student who had a hot new 1972 Suzuki
380, three-cylinder motorcycle. Immediately | went out
and bought one just like it. Although it was the same
model, it never seemed to have the pep of my friend’s
Suzuki. Nonetheless, | drove it on a 3,500-mile cycle trip.
I washed it and waxed it and cared for it the best | knew
how. Shortly after my trip it started making a horrible
noise. | took it into the dealer for servicing, who discov-
ered that one of the pistons had never fired. | took care of
the bike the best | could, but it took a trained specialist to
fix a major problem like a piston.

If you are not a Christian, you have a major problem. It
will take more than willpower to transform your life. It
will take the transforming power of God. That'swhy you
must come into His presence.

C. That is exactly why we have an altar in our church.
Yes, you can find God in nature. | can see Him in the
wonder of the starry sky and the fiery sunsets. But you
are much more likely to feel and experience the power of
God here in a church service. Yes, you can find God just
about anywhere you look; but there is nothing like com-
ing into His sanctuary and moving forward to the altar,
knowing God will meet you there. If you are going to
turn your life around, plan on coming to this altar before
you leave.

II. TO TURN YOUR LIFE AROUND, YOU NEED TO HAVE
THE BLOOD APPLIED (VV. 20-24, 32-35)

A. When you look at these verses, you will see blood
just about everywhere you look. Part of turning the na-
tion around was the idea of bringing blood sacrifices to
the altar. The Old Testament sacrificial system of worship
demanded blood sacrifices for the atoning of their sins.
This act showed God, and themselves, how serious they
were about this matter of getting their lives turned
around.

In verses 20-24 the city officials went up to the Temple.
There they sacrificed 7 bulls, 7 rams, 7 lambs, and 7
1999
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goats. Now look at verse 33, where all of the people gath-
er at the Temple. This time they kill 600 bulls and 3,000
sheep and goats. Imagine the blood. It must have flowed
like a river down from the altar. It must have cascaded
down the steps of the Temple Mount and on down the
hillside into the Kidron Valley. What's going on? They
were showing God how serious they were about turning
things around. They were showing Him that there was no
sacrifice too great for them to make if He would only take
them back.

B. That was how they did it in the Old Testament, but
we obviously live in the New Testament. The blood still
needs to be applied if you are going to turn your life

through the service. When he came out, he said, “Pastor,
who was that striking man sitting next to me who lis-
tened so carefully?” The pastor replied, “That was King
Lewanika, the ‘human tiger.” The explorer answered
back, “Then if that is what Christ can do, | mean to be
His.”

Are you satisfied with the direction your life is going,
or do you need to turn your life around? If you would
like to turn your life around, you need to come to the al-
tar and ask God to help you.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER

around, but there are some changes that have gone into
effect since those days of 2 Chronicles. Since Mount Cal-
vary, things have changed. Instead of the blood of ani-
mals it is the blood of Jesus that needs to be applied to

WE APPROACH THE TIME OF WORSHIP

Prelude .......cooviviiiiiiiiineenns “Come, Every One Who Is Thirsty”
Announcements

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP

your heart. The blood of animals just didn’t do the trick.
God knew He needed something more powerful than
that, so He sent Jesus to die on the Cross for our sins. In-
stead of us showing how serious we are by bringing sacri-
fices, God shows us how serious He is by making the ulti-
mate sacrifice: His Son. It is not that we bring sacrifices
to Him. He has already made the sacrifice for us. Now we
see how serious the matter is because He allowed His one
and only Son to become the Sacrifice. If you want to turn
your life around, you need to have the blood of Jesus ap-

Call to Worship

Responsive Reading .......cccooeeuiiviiiiiiiinecinnnnen, “The New Birth”
(John 3:1-5, 7-8, 16; 2 Cor. 5:17)

Opening Prayer

WE CELEBRATE OUR WORSHIP

Hymns ..o “He Is Able to Deliver Thee”

“He’s a Wonderful Savior to Me”

WE TALK TO GOD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Pastoral Prayer

WE RESPOND TO WORSHIP

plied to your heart. Offering

ILLUS. There is a legend that while Martin Luther was Special SONY ...cccvveeeeeeeeeeeeieeeee e, “The Crystal Fountain”
very ill, Satan entered his bedroom. Satan, looking at him WE FOCUS OUR WORSHIP
with a triumphant smile, unrolled a big scroll that he car- Scripture Reading.......coooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeees 2 Chron. 29:19-35
ried under his arm. He threw one end of it on the floor, SEIMON . ittt e “GIVE ME 40 ACRES”
and it unwound by itself. Luther read the long list of his WE REFLECT UPON OUR WORSHIP
condemning sins. Fear struck his troubled heart. Sudden- HYMN e “Are You Washed in the Blood?”

ly it flashed into his mind that there was really nothing
written on the scroll. Luther cried out, “One thing you
have forgotten. The rest is all true, but one thing you
have forgotten: ‘The blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:9, kjv). As he said
this, Satan and his scroll disappeared.

Let me encourage you to turn your life around by al-
lowing the blood of Jesus to wash you whiter than snow.
It is the only way. God made the ultimate sacrifice for
you. Jesus died for you so that your life could be trans-
formed through the power of His blood.

Prayer at the Altar
WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP
Benediction

CREATIVE WORSHIP IDEAS

Call to Worship

“As we come into His presence today, may we remember
that those who truly meet with Him will leave this place
changed.”

Altar Call

Some seekers fear coming to the altar for prayer because
well-intentioned people will crowd around them as they pray.
As you invite people to come forward, designate one side of
the altar for seekers who want prayer support and the other
side for those who prefer to pray about their needs by them-
selves.

CONCLUSION

ILLUS. An explorer was crossing Africa and came into
the region of the Barotsi people. He heard stories about
the native king Lewanika. This king was inhumanely cru-
el. It was his great delight to discover and use new means
of torture on his enemies. He was known by the nick-
name “human tiger.” The explorer came to a station
where Pastor Coillard was in charge. On Sunday the ex-
plorer, as a matter of politeness, went to church and sat

Benediction
“Rejoice as you leave here today in the knowledge that God
has done more than meet with us. He has changed us!”
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The Secrets ¢
SC0ESS

by Randall K.
2 Chron. 31:20-21

Hartman

INTRO

ILLUS. His name was Cleo, and he was a legend. This
legendary status could be found in the minds of at least
two people: his own mind and the mind of my father.
When | was growing up, he was my dad'’s fishing buddy.
If no one else caught a fish, Cleo was sure to get one. He
would always get the biggest and the best. My father
once shared with me one of Cleo’s top fishing secrets. He
would stand up in the boat, take off his straw hat, and
wave it at the fish. You can laugh or think I'm crazy, but
when it came to fishing, Cleo was the man—a legend.

There are people who go fishing, and then there are
people who gofishing. Both groups of people probably
know enough to go where the fish are located. Both may
use the right bait. Both know how to set the hook. But
there are people who always seem to catch more fish
than anyone else. How do they do it?

I am convinced that there are some secrets that suc-
cessful people are reluctant to share with each other. Se-
crets that, if you or | would know them, would enable us
to be successful. In fact, these secrets of success are uni-
versal laws that operate in many areas of our lives. Our
concern today is to discover these secrets so we can be-
come the Christian we always dreamed of becoming.
Hezekiah reveals to us how to be a successful Christian.

Verse 21 opens with the words, “In everything that he
undertook,” and closes with these words, “he prospered.”
In other words, packed into that one verse we are shown
the secrets of prospering at whatever we do. Let's look at
these top secrets for success.

I. SECRET NO. 1 REVOLVES AROUND BEING
OBEDIENT TO GOD

A. In all of Scripture, obedience is held up as the key to
success and blessing. The Egyptian Pharaoh disobeyed
God, and he was burned. The three men in the fiery fur-
nace obeyed God, and they were not burned. The Is-
raelites disobeyed God and were not allowed to enter in-
to the Promised Land. Years later, their descendants
obeyed God and were allowed entrance into the very
same land. It was through obedience that the walls of
Jericho came down and the multitudes were fed.

B. Here in the text we see obedience being modeled for
us by Hezekiah. In chapter 29 Hezekiah becomes king of
a sinful kingdom. The people of the kingdom have started
worshiping other gods and defiled the sacred Temple of
God. But when Hezekiah became king, he was obedient
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to God and turned things around. The worship of pagan
gods ceased, and the glory of the Temple was restored. It
happened through his obedience to God. As a result of
this awhole kingdom was saved from destruction and
turned to God.

ILLUS. In the North Pacific lies the little island of Iwo
Jima. The dry surface of the island is volcanic ash. Those
who have been there say it reminds them of a landscape
on the moon. It was this tiny island that the United States
captured in World War Il from Japan at the price of
21,000 casualties. The men who took it did not find the
island to be admirable. They could have found a hundred
other reasons seemingly more worthwhile to face gunfire
than trying to secure that ugly island. They simply took it
in obedience to a command. Once the island was secure,
the war was closer to being over.

Obedience to God brings success simply because when
we obey Him, we are following the best available course
of action. He is the General who knows the big picture. It
would be plain stupid to disobey one who has all of the
power and knowledge in the universe. When we are obe-
dient to Him, we are one step closer to being spiritually
successful.

Il. SECRET NO. 2 REVOLVES AROUND SEEKING GOD

A. The text reveals another secret to the success of
Hezekiah: “sought his God.” The word “sought” literally
means to “frequent a place.” Are there places you fre-
quent? Many of you frequent a place called “work.” Oth-
ers frequent places called restaurants. To frequent a place
means to hang out in a particular place. It is a familiar
place where you feel comfortable. For Hezekiah, his place
to hang out was the presence of God. It was the place
where he felt comfortable. It was a place with which he
was familiar.

B. When we think of the idea of “frequenting a place”
and directing that idea toward God, we realize we are
talking about prayer. Hezekiah hung out with God, and
that meant he was a man of prayer. As he hung out with
God, God gave him direction on how to rule his kingdom.
It was God that gave him directions that made him such a
great king. The people wondered where his good ideas
came from. They wondered why he was able to rule so
differently than the other kings. It all happened because
he had a secret: he hung out with God in prayer.

C. If you want spiritual success, then you must “fre-
quent the place” of prayer. If you wanted to become the
best possible fisherman, you would jump at the chance to
hang out with a fisherman who tours the country fishing
in tournaments. Think of the tips he could give you.
Imagine all you could learn from him about fishing. As
you hang out with God, think of what you could learn
from Him. Think of how much greater are your chances
of success.

ILLUS. History tells us that George Washington found
solace in prayer during the trying times he and his sol-
diers experienced at Valley Forge. One day a farmer ap-
proaching the camp heard an earnest voice. As he drew
nearer, he saw George Washington on his knees praying
to God, his cheeks wet with tears. The farmer rushed
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home and said to his wife, “George Washington will suc-
ceed. We will secure our independence.” “What makes
you think so?” asked his wife. The farmer replied, “I
heard him praying out in the woods today. The Lord will
surely hear his prayer.”

Prayer is one of the secrets of impacting your world. It
is a simple but profound secret: hang out with God, and
you will find success.

I1l. SECRET NO. 3 REVOLVES AROUND GIVING IT YOUR ALL

A. King Hezekiah knew this secret well. The text tells
us that he worked wholeheartedly. He learned that suc-
cess does not come easily. It would have been easy for
Hezekiah, the king, to not give it his all. He could have
sat on his throne and demanded to be entertained while
others did all the work. After all, he was the king. Who
would have argued with him if he had taken the easy
way out? How refreshing to see one in such a high place
of privilege giving it his all. The best at any vocation or
avocation are those who give it their all.

ILLUS. An observation was made by the son of Arturo
Toscanini, the famous musician. On the occasion of the
famous musician’s 80th birthday, the younger man was
asked what he considered to be his father’'s greatest
achievement. He replied, “From him there can be no such
thing. Whatever he happens to be doing at any moment
is the biggest undertaking of his life.” There is a man who
gives it all he’s got.

ILLUS. Dwight L. Moody was one who learned to give
it his all. Shortly after his conversion he wanted to teach
Sunday School but was told he would have to form a
class of his own. After praying for guidance, he went into
the streets of Chicago, winning the hearts of boys and
girls by giving them candy and showing them kindness.
He also excited their imagination by promoting contests,
and soon he organized many groups of youngsters
throughout the city. Someone described him as “a huge,
bearded pied piper” because the children followed him to
Sunday School. Again and again you will see that those
who really make a difference are those who give it their
all.

B. This is not big news to you. We know that hard work
pays off. Unfortunately, however, our world teaches us
that we should try to get by doing as little as possible.
That truth is evident when you say farewell to someone
with the words “Don’'t work too hard,” or “Take it easy.”
Go to work at some union factories, and you will soon
learn that there is such a thing as working too fast. It is
not at all unusual to be told to slow down at work. Peo-
ple with such attitudes rarely find success.

If you are in the category ofjust trying to get by, then
to be successful in your spiritual life you need to learn
the secret of giving it all you got. You need to crank up
the volume.

The

78

Preacher’'s Magazine =«

CONCLUSION

There are fishermen, and then there are fishermen;
which will you be? There are people who just survive,
and then there are those who thrive. Will you be content
to just get by, or will you take these secrets to heart and
be the best you can be? May God help us all to do our
best this week as we put these secrets into action: be obe-
dient, hang out with God in prayer, and give it your best.
When we have done that, the closing words of verse 21
will be applied us: “And so [they] prospered.”

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER

WE APPROACH THE TIME OF WORSHIP

Prelude .......coooeiiiiiiiiiiiieees “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Announcements

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP

Call to Worship

Responsive Reading.........cccoceciiiiiiiiiiiieenn. “Rejoicing in Him”
(Pss. 9:1-2, 7-11; 66:6)

Opening Prayer

WE CELEBRATE OUR WORSHIP

HYMNS. e “Lead On, O King Eternal”

“Be Thou My Vision”

WE TALK TO GOD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Pastoral Prayer

WE RESPOND TO WORSHIP

Offering

Special SONG..coiiiiiiiiiei e “Something Beautiful”
WE FOCUS OUR WORSHIP

Scripture Reading......ccoeeveviieiiiiiieieeeee 2 Chron. 31:20-21
SErmMON .o “THE SECRETS OF SUCCESS”
WE REFLECT UPON OUR WORSHIP

HYymMnN. s “Lord, Be Glorified”

Prayer at the Altar
WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP
Benediction

CREATIVE WORSHIP IDEAS

To add impact to the sermon, arrange to have a successful
Christian businessperson share a brief testimony on what it
means to be successful.

Call to Worship

“Welcome to a place called ‘sanctuary.’ This place is a sanc-
tuary because here we find ourselves in the presence of God.
Let us worship Him today, knowing that we are in the sanctu-
ary of His love!”

Benediction

“As you prepare to leave this sanctuary, take with you these
secrets of success. Determine to use them in such away as
will bring glory to the One from whom they came!”
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INTRO

Have you ever gone through a period in your life when
things seemed to be going along especially well?

ILLUS. Soon after my marriage things were going es-
pecially well. Marriage agreed with me. Soon | would re-
ceive my college degree. My part-time job paid well. But
at three o’clock in the morning on the first Sunday night
of April 1976, the phone rang, waking me out of a deep
sleep. | staggered to the phone and heard my older broth-
er'svoice. He told me that our younger brother had just
been killed in a traffic accident. Suddenly, in the midst of
a wonderful life, all came crashing down. Have you ever
had your life crumble unexpectedly at your feet?

When you read the context of this chapter, you will dis-
cover that things are going better for them than they
have for many years. But suddenly, out of nowhere come
the words of verse 1. The kingdom is about to be invad-
ed. Look out. Here it comes. The rain is beginning to fall
on the parade.

From this story in 2 Chron. 32 we can learn how to be
prepared when the storms come.

I.  WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL, YOU NEED TO
REMEMBER THAT THE ENEMY IS STILL AT WORK (V. 1)

A. Jerusalem has long had a history of being at the cen-
ter of the battle. Archaeology tells us that Jerusalem has
been conquered 23 times throughout history. Enemies
knew that if they could capture Jerusalem, all of the sur-
rounding country would be theirs. In spite of this well-
known fact, with things going well, King Hezekiah could
have easily let down his guard and reduced the number of
guards on the city walls. Fortunately, there is no indication
that Hezekiah had allowed Jerusalem to be an easy target
for the enemy. He did not fall into the trap of forgetting
that even in good times the enemy is still at work.

B. We, too, need to remember that when things are go-
ing well, the enemy is still at work. It would be easy to
get caught up in the blessings. As the blessings from God
unfold, it would be easy to drop our guard against our
enemy. We might ease up in our prayers. How easy it
would be to turn on the spiritual cruise control. After all,
things are going so well, we might as well kick back and
relax.

We dare not, however, forget that the enemy is still at
work in our lives and church. Satan will try to rain on the
parade. We dare not let down our guard.

ILLUS. The Titanic was 4 city blocks long and 11 sto-

The Preacher’'s Magazine

e« June,

PREACHING HELPS

ries high. She was protected by the latest, most ingenious
safety devices. She was considered unsinkable. On April
10, 1912, she sailed out of Southampton, England, on her
maiden voyage to New York. Unfortunately, during the
voyage, the crew let down their guard. When the sixth
message, “Look out for icebergs,” came in, the Titanic's
operator wired back: “Shut up, I'm busy.” Exacdy 35 min-
utes later the great ship, whose captain had said, “God
himself couldn’t sink this ship,” was sinking. In all, 1,515
passengers and crew were drowned.

Refuse to set your spiritual autopilot on cruise. When
things are going well, you need to remember there is still
an enemy at work.

Il. WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL, YOU NEED TO
BE PROACTIVE (W . 2-5)

A. Yes, the enemy was threatening, but things were still
going well for the people of God inside the city. They
could have chosen to do nothing. After all, why not wait
and see what the enemy will do? Perhaps the enemy just
wanted to dialogue. Perhaps if they ignored them, they
would just go away. But they didn't respond in that fash-
ion. As you look at verses 2-5, do you see what they did?
They became proactive. “Proactive” simply means that
they are going to do something to get ready for the ene-
my before it is too late. They could wait until the enemy
stormed the walls of the city and then respond by shoot-
ing arrows at them. Instead, they are proactive. They con-
structively respond before the situation becomes desper-
ate. In verse 3 Hezekiah held a council of war to discuss
what needed to be done. They made a crucial decision re-
garding their water supply, repaired crumbling sections of
the wall, and made weapons. When things were going
well, they knew they had better be proactive.

B. Stephen Covey has a book out called First Things
First. Covey says we spend too much of our life dealing
with things that are urgent but unimportant. “Urgent
junk mail” would fall into this category. People who
thrive on the unimportant urgent are the people who
spend their life putting out fires. According to Covey, it is
far better to spend time working in the area of the impor-
tant but not urgent matters of life. This is simply another
way to say that we ought to be proactive. As we spend
time with the not urgent but important matters, we are
spending time on what is really important. We spend
time feeding our soul. We spend time deepening our spir-
itual roots. As we learn to live in the “not urgent,” we will
find that there are fewer times of “urgency.” That is the
essence of being proactive. When things are going well,
we need to be proactive and refuse to sit by idly until our
soul is under attack.

ILLUS. There's a device called Drive Alert designed to
keep you awake at the wheel of your car. It is a small,
one-ounce device aid that fits over the ear like a hearing
aid. When your head nods, a buzzer sounds, jolting you
wide awake from your sleep. People who have trouble
staying awake as they drive at night ought to rush out
and buy such a gadget. That is being proactive. Failure to
do so could result in death or injury. For the time to pur-
chase the Drive Alert is before you need it.
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When things are going well, refuse to sit back and do
nothing because the enemy is far from your door. Now,
while it is not urgent, is the time to work on some of your
spiritual weaknesses. Be proactive while things are going
well, and shore up the walls of your heart. Now, during
the spiritual calm, take away any foothold that Satan
may have to get inside of your heart. While things are go-
ing well, learn to be proactive.

IIl. WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL, YOU NEED TO
CONTINUE TO RELY UPON GOD (W . 7-8)

A. Think for a moment about what is going on here in
this passage. Things are at high tide for the Israelites.
They have had a revival. They have prospered. God has
blessed. But now the rain is starting to fall. Consequently,
they gather together and start to be proactive. They plan
ahead for what might happen. How easy it would be at
this point to begin to rely on themselves. When things are
going well, for some reason or another, we start to rely
upon ourselves. We tend to shove God out of the picture.
We rejoice in what has happened; but we have a tenden-
cy to forget that it came from the hand of God.

This, however, did not happen to the Israelites. King
Hezekiah calls them together and reminds them that
whatever is going to happen, they can be strong and
courageous because it is God who is with them. It is God
upon whom they are relying. They are not relying on
their plans, although plans are important. They are not
depending upon the weapons they have made, although
they will need them. Even though they have all of that
going for them, they are still depending upon God.

B. Even though things are going well for you, you must
cling to your dependence upon Him. Cling to Him while
your health is still good. Depend upon Him while the
money from the job allows you to increase your bank ac-
count. While your family relationships are strong, rely
upon Him. Hold on to God even if you are on the moun-
tain of blessing.

When things are going well, we will be tempted to de-
pend upon ourselves and forget that things are going well
because we have trusted God. It is like some athletes who
win the Olympic gold medal through years of hard work
and training. Once they have the gold medal around their
neck, they are tempted to relax. No longer do they train
as hard as they once did.

Failure to rely upon Him when things are going well
can be a fatal spiritual flaw.

ILLUS. A young Frenchman captured the world’s at-
tention by walking a tightrope between the towers of
New York’'s World Trade Center. Imagine. There was only
a thin wire and 1,350 feet of air between himself and cer-
tain death. He performed the feat with nerves of steel. He
was at the top of his performance level. A few months lat-
er, however, he was practicing on a relatively low wire in
St. Petersburg, Florida. He fell 30 feet and was injured.
As he lay waiting for help, he reportedly beat his fist on
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the ground, saying, “l can't believe it. | can't believe it. |
never fall.”

When things are going well for us, we must not be-
come careless and rely upon ourselves. God makes the
difference.

CONCLUSION

Someday the rain will fall on your parade. Do not be
surprised when the storm comes. Instead, be prepared.
Remember that the enemy is still at work. Be proactive.
Continue to rely upon God. Keep these truths close by for
the rainy day that will undoubtedly come. If you do, you
will more than survive. You will thrive.

SUGGESTED WORSHIP ORDER

WE APPROACH THE TIME OF WORSHIP

Prelude.....cccoveviiniiiiiinnenn.. “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Announcements

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP

Call to Worship

Responsive Reading..........ccoooimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee “Courage”
(2 Tim. 1:7-9a; 2:1, 3-4, 11-13, 15)

Opening Prayer

WE CELEBRATE OUR WORSHIP

Hymns....ccoooveiiiiiiieieeenen. “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

“Surely Goodness and Mercy”

WE TALK TO GOD ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Pastoral Prayer

WE RESPOND TO WORSHIP

Offering

Special SONG ...ooeiiiiiiiiee i “Haven of Rest”
WE FOCUS OUR WORSHIP

Scripture Reading.....cooceveeiiiiiiiiieeiiieeeee e, 2 Chron. 32:1-8
SermonN....eeeeeeeeeeeennnns “WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL’
WE REFLECT UPON OUR WORSHIP
Hymn.oooooieeene, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Prayer at the Altar
WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP
Benediction

CREATIVE WORSHIP IDEAS

Consider having the teens in the church present a brief skit
showing how quickly disaster can strike in the midst of things
going well. If you have few teens, challenge the senior adults
with this project.

Call to Worship

“We have gathered here today from all across our commu-
nity. Our purpose is to praise the name of our high and holy
God. Let us begin thisjoyous task!”

Benediction

“Rejoice when God blesses you this week and things go
well in your life. But when things turn sour, remember the
truths found here in 2 Chron. 32, and you will make it!”
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sunday Niglit Preaching Resources

here never was a better time than now, never a better place than here.” With

that, Evangelist Norman Moore opened the altar on Sunday night during

a revival crusade. | looked around the nearly full sanctuary, observing the

impact of the preacher’'swords and the Spirit’s promptings. The aisles

were nearly choked with people streaming forward to meet God'’s saving,
sanctifying grace. “Never... a better time . .. never a betterplace.” Those words
rang in my heart and mind, and | thought, “How true!”

Indeed, Sunday evenings at your church can be in that same spiritual time
zone. Just imagine what God wants to do in terms of spiritual tune-up, restora-
tion, and renewal across your congregation. Now that | no longer stand in the
pulpit as a parish pastor, | often look around on Sunday nights at the church | at-
tend. Do you know what | often observe? | frequently see people visibly gripped
with the challenge of decision making. | can almost see the spiritual dialogue go-
ing on within. “Never... a better time . . . never a better place.”

Sunday nights offer you special opportunities for delivering God’s message
to those whom He has entrusted in your spiritual care. If you believe there never
was a better time . . . never a better place, use the sacred task of proclamation to
press for spiritual decision making. Even those messages or sermons that focus
on equipping believers often ring with the timbre of a call to spiritual improve-
ment.

May the summer months here in North America prove to be positive months
of spiritual improvement for those in your faith communtiy. Central to this possi-
bility, however, is the firm conviction, “There never was a better time than now,
never a better place than here.”

The Preacher's Magazine * June, July, August 1999

81



ot su er Sunday nights,

rs of daylight,

s screaming for all

recreational activi-

e are just a few of

the challenges of sermon prepa-

ration for Sunday evening ser-

vices during the summer

months. For this quarter, June, \]une

July, and August, a 13-week se-

ries on vision seems appropriate.

The people of God who factor J |
regular Sunday night church at- u y
tendance into their weekly
schedules always deserve our
best, but especially so during the
summer months. With this in
mind, here is a sermon series on
vision.

You will find this series follows
a different format from the usu-
al. Each sermon has three com-
ponents. First comes an intro-
duction that provides
background, sidelights, and even
suggestions for working with the
story or context. A purpose sec-
tion follows, which unpacks the
scriptural story in ways that en-
courage the preacher to person-
alize each sermon. Every preach-
er approaches the biblical story
differently. Each sermon in this
series allows you to note ele-
ments that deserve attention.
They offer opportunity for your
personalization.

Each sermon ends with an ac-
tion section. Because | have been
seriously damaged by multiple
higher educational systems, |
tend to cast the action section
along the lines of a learning ob-

Kansas City
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jective. Look closely and you will
note numerous verbs, invitations
to critical thinking, and opportu-
nities to extrapolate from scrip-
tural story to everyday life.
Nurturing the people of God is
essential. Those long, warm
evenings of summer Sundays can
provide opportunities to enrich
the spiritual journeys of the
faithful. This is a series that can
help you get ready for autumn
ministry emphasis. Each sermon
lists a biblical background for
additional reading. Examine it
carefully; you may find even
more grist for the mill of prepa-
ration. PM



11 avid Felter is an ordained
I elder in the Church of the
/Nazarene. He has served as
| a parish pastor for over 20
/ years. For the last 13 years,
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itemational Headquarters of
ieChurch of the Nazarene. He
fcesently serves as Adult Min-
nies director and Continuing
ayTraining/Lay Ministry coor-
Inator within Sunday School
(inistries Division.
Felter also serves as editor of
Isource magazine and executive
ditor of SSM Division. As a
lember of the WordAction lead-
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dult Sunday School curriculum
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firector for WordAction Publish-
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e editor of the High-
unday Evening Preaching
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Jaining. He is the author ofIn
1'‘arch of Eden: Understanding
ew Age Thought, published by
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Felter holds a B.A. from
artlesville Wesleyan College, an
IA. from Southern Nazarene
hiversity, and an M.S. from In-
iana University in Bloomington,
fhile at Indiana, he completed
Icourse work for the Ph.D. in
dult education.
. David has made numerous
Fesentations on the skills essen-
fcl to recruiting, training, and
pcing people in volunteer orga-

ti

nizations. As a former parish
pastor, he understands the criti-
cal mix of calling, discovery, and
fulfillment essential to mission
fulfillment, and the special chal-
lenge this presents to local
churches, clergy, and lay leaders.
As a student of culture, Felter of-
ten addresses issues impacting
the local church inherent in the
transition between traditional,
modern, and postmodern per-
spectives.
Felter is married to Sandy,
with whom he lives in Overland
f Park, Kansas, and is a member of
Or College Church of the Nazarene
in Olathe, Kansas. The Felters
have two married sons and four
granddaughters. He enjoys mo-
torcycling and ham radio. PM
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Week 1

Theme: Origins of Vision
Scripture: Gen. 13:1-15
Text: Gen. 13:14-15
Introduction:

a.

Most congregations think in terms of mission state-
ments that describe purpose and objective.

Vision statements frequently provide tangible ele-
ments that give feedback for ascertaining levels of
progress toward missional achievement.

Vision translates the complexity of goals and objec-
tives into the everyday language of ordinary people.
Prov. 29:18: “Where there is no vision, the people per-
ish” (kjv). The NRSV translates the verse this way:
“Where there is no prophecy, the people cast off re-
straint.” The prophetic word is the vision statement
that provides clear-cut directions that the people can
take on their corporate journey toward formation as
the people of God.

Purpose: To examine the needs that give rise to vision,
using the story of Abram and Lot.

1. The journey toward avision requires worshipful obe-
dience. V 4

2. Even the best vision often requires modification. V 6

3. No vision ever comes with its authority unchallenged.
vV 7

4. The vision is malleable; one may “cho[o]se for him-
self.” v 11

5. The vision God calls us to see is not always discernible
at first glance. V. 14-15

6. The divine vision requires response. Vv. 17-18

Action:

Respond in dedication and consecration as preparation
for obedience.

Surrender every vision to the necessary modifications.
Submit every vision to God’s authority.

Examine personal vision, checking its focus to see if it
embodies more than personal agenda.

Inspect your spiritual horizon. Is there evidence of the
relief outlines of God’s call and vision for your life?
Determine your own progress in fulfilling the vision
God has given you.



W eek 2

Theme: Impact of Vision
Scripture: Dan. 10:1-20
Text: Dan. 10:7

Introduction:

a.

d.

One of the finest features of community is its capacity
to blend individual interests and needs into a mosaic
that blesses every member. In other words, when the
tide comes in, all the boats float.

We believe our vision and mission must be shared vi-
sion and shared mission.

Who initiates the vision process? Does the vision begin
with one person who then articulates its dimensions,
scope, and sequence?

What does a person do with a vision?

Purpose: To examine the personal impact of vision.

1.

Vision is often preceded by spiritual preparation. Vv.
2-3

. Vision is not always readily or immediately perceived

by those around us. V 7

. Vision may represent a significant change, even to the

point of unsettling the status quo. Vv. 8-9

Vision may require new understandings and insights
that can be gained only through in-depth devotion
and encounter with the wisdom of God. Vv. 11-12
Vision may bring intensifying awareness of one’'s own
inner spiritual need. Vv. 15-17 (cf. Isa. 6:1-7)

Vision brings potential for added capacity through in-
creased dependence on God. Vv. 18-19

Action:

Is fresh vision needed?

What spiritual preparations need to be taken?

What needs to be done to facilitate broader acceptance
and embracing of vision?

What elements of the status quo are challenged by
fresh vision?

* What steps can be taken to explore and tap divine
sources needed for response to fresh vision?



Week 3

Theme: Opening to Vision
Scripture: 2 Kings 6:1-23
Text: 2 Kings 6:17
Introduction:

a.
b.

What do we see?

Sometimes we see what we don’t believe; other times
we believe but can’t see.

Two stories in this chapter help us see how important
it is to be open to new, fresh vision.

The first story is about seeing what seems impossible.
The second is about believing what cannot be seen.
In both stories, vision occurs because God intervenes
through the actions of His prophet.

Purpose: To discover ways we can open up to fresh vi-
sion.

1.

Without an action response, avision remains a dream.
V1

Response to the inherent potential of a vision requires
organization and mobilization. V 2

Initializing vision fulfillment often requires the pres-
ence of those who possessed the initial vision as well
as those whose personal spirituality can empower the
required response. V 3

No vision is ever achieved without apparent setback.
Every vision is challenged. V 5

Every challenge to vision is but an opportunity for
God to intervene with His majesty, splendor, and pow-
er. W. 6-7

Action:

.

List potential actions that need to be taken in order to
make your vision more than a dream or wish list.
Identify the steps necessary to give your vision the or-
ganization it deserves in order to mobilize it for your
life.

In order to access the Internet, a connection must be

first initialized, whether it is a modem in the computer
or a local network. Are you enjoying a level of person-
al spiritual experience that will empower your efforts
to initialize your vision?

Perhaps your vision has been challenged. What have
you learned from those challenges that might help as
you restart your vision?



W eek 4

Theme: Resolving the Challenge Through Vision
Scripture: Job 42:1-5
Text: Job 42:5

Introduction:

a.

Job had a dispute with God. It was one that is not un-
known today. How do we explain what appear to be
contradictions to biblical promises made to faithful be-
lievers?

What do we do when we realize that our vision has
been flawed by assumptions that do not bear up under
the scrutiny and testing of tough realities?

To whom do we turn when every facet of our personal
spirituality is called into question?

Are there safeguards that we can employ to keep us
from investing personal vision with inappropriate ex-
pectations?

Purpose: To learn how to cast personal vision from bib-
lically sound perspectives.

1.

Personal vision must be created from biblically sound
ingredients. It must conform to biblical understand-
ings of God, His will, and our relationship to the di-
vine purpose.

Personal vision must subordinate personal rights to di-
vine rights. God has a prior claim upon us.

Personal vision must consider the immutable right of
God to do whatever He desires to do, not because we
understand or comprehend, but because He alone is
Sovereign.

Personal vision must be considered in light of our lim-
ited understanding of God'’s overarching purpose and,
therefore, must be dynamic in order to accommodate
any progressive revelation of that purpose and plan.
Personal spiritual experience can bring one to an en-
counter with God. Such encounter transcends mere theo-
ries about God by allowing one to be addressed by Him.

6. Any vision that does not lead toward encounter with

God will in the end prove less than satisfactory.

Action:

Review your personal vision for accuracy and confor-
mity to biblical principles.

Review your personal spirituality, testing for complete-
ness of surrender and consecration.

List any so-called conflict with God you might have
had, and see whether there is the remnant of confu-
sion or disagreement over His response or unfolding
will for your life.

Test your personal vision to see whether it is flexible
and dynamic enough for exposure to the sovereign will
of God. If your vision has been rigid and unbending,
what will you do if your encounter with God reveals a
course of action for which He offers no immediate ex-
planation?

In what ways is your personal vision preparing you for
encounter with God?
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Theme: The Holy Spirit and Vision
Scripture: Joel 2:25-29
Text: Joel 2:28

Introduction:

a.

Living by the dimensions of personal vision should
prompt the believer to ensure the quality of his or her
relationship with God.

The perspective of the prophet here is one of “perfect
relationship between God and his people.”1

Vision is really about perspective transformation, and
without perfect relation to God, any vision will have
its aim too low.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s provision for our
cleansing, equipping, and empowering.

Even though personal vision often incorporates indi-
vidual idiosyncrasies, two facts remain clear. First, all
vision proceeds from the Spirit. Second, no vision ever
isolates the believer from the faith community.

Purpose: To understand personal vision as the gift of
the Spirit.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Vision comes as the by-product of the Spirit's presence
in our lives.

The element of inspiration in one’s life rises to the lev-
el of vision only as it is engendered, animated, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Vision is both reflective as well as anticipatory. In other
words, both the past as well as the future intersect
with the present.

Vision is never severed from factual reality, nor is it
linked to fanciful speculation. Rather, vision is rooted
in truth that engages both history as well as promise.
(Read all of chapter 2 in order to gain insight into this
important truth.)

Vision is for the whole faith community. “Only one
person, the prophet Joel, had seen the situation

through God'’s eyes; with God’'svoice he had spoken of
both judgment and hope. Now a whole nation of Joels
is envisaged. Every sector of its society, young and old,
male and female, slave and free, would share a proph-
et's understanding of God.”2

Action:

The King James Version translates Prov. 29:18, “Where
there is no vision, the people perish.” Since vision is a
by-product of the Spirit's presence in one’s life, gauge
the intensity of the Spirit's presence in your own life by
the fervor of your vision.

Is the primary element of inspiration in your life wor-
thy of being called vision? Does it qualify to be called
vision?

Vision can be rendered inoperative at worst and dys-
functional at best if it misunderstands the linkage be-
tween truth and speculation. Biblical vision does not
stumble at God’s promises, nor does it neglect the les-
sons learned from the past. Is your vision personal
speculation, bound together with a few proof texts,
lacking roots into the length and breadth of God’s rev-
elatory witness?

Does your vision increase the level of connectivity be-
tween you and your faith community?

1. G. J. Wenham, J. A. Motyer, D. A. Carson, and R. T. France, New Bible

Commentary (Leicester, England: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 789.

. Ibid.
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Theme: Christ-centered Vision in a Postmodern Era
Scripture: Acts 7:54— 8:1
Text: Acts 7:55

Introduction:

a.

This passage is more clearly understood from the com-
mentators’ notes: “Stephen was granted a vision
which, like the opening of heaven and voice of God at
Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration, was not only
meant to give him courage for the task ahead, but was
also God’s endorsement of the crucial change that was
taking place.”*

Central to our perspective on biblical vision is the un-
derstanding that God gives us fresh vision so that we
can envision the change He wants to effect.

A vision of humankind’s relating to God in any way
other than the sacrificial system was totally foreign to
the people of Israel of Stephen’s day. Yet this vision of
God’'s glory in heaven and Jesus standing at God’s
right hand clearly signaled change. To this radical
change, God was sending His endorsement via the vi-
sion He gave dying Stephen.

While Stephen was the first Christian martyr, he is al-
so the first layperson to confirm the apostolic message
that God has initiated a radical change, and that from
now on, humankind can come to God only through
His Son, Jesus Christ.

Purpose:

1

3.

We are in what many are calling the postmodern era.
To say that crucial changes are taking place may be an
understatement. But not all these changes are good.
The centrality of Christ in our proclamation and wit-
ness must never be abandoned, even though many
postmoderns reject the claims of Christianity simply
because we claim they are true.

The vision of the church must never be diluted or wa-

tered down by immersion into streams of popular cul-
ture.

In a postmodern culture, there is always the danger
that we will be tempted to deconstruct the gospel.
While some may lay claim to “Black theology,” or
“feminist theology,” or whatever group-specific label
may be attached, there is only one Word, the Lord Je-
sus Christ.

In a postmodern culture, there is always the danger
that we will reduce the gospel to emotionalism and fa-
naticism. Bill Crouse argues, “Experience and feeling
are important, but the postmodern emphasis is to
abandon truth and doctrine” (from a public address).
Leith Anderson writes, “We have a generation that is
less interested in cerebral arguments, linear thinking,
theological systems, and more interested in encounter-
ing the supernatural. Consequently, churchgoers oper-
ate with a different paradigm of spirituality. The old
paradigm taught that if you have the right teaching,
you will experience God. The new paradigm says that
if you experience God, you will have the right teach-
ing” (A Churchfor the Twenty-first Century, 20-21).

Action:
e Are we learning how to communicate the Christian

faith in a postmodern world? Identify ways in which
you can bear witness “in deed and in truth” (1 John
3:18, kjv).

One’s personal vision of Jesus may not include all the
so-called supernatural bells and whistles, but it should
be clear enough that the truth upon which your life is
built is rooted in Him.

* While postmoderns prefer story and narrative to prepo-

sitional, logically linear statements of faith, you can
share the story of Jesus in your life and trust the Holy
Spirit to communicate the truth to their hearts.

*New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, 111: InterVarsity Press, 1994),

1078.
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Theme: Replacing Old Visions
Scripture: Acts 10:1-17, 34-43
Text: Acts 10:3, 11, 17 and 34

Introduction:

a. Just for fun, let’s suppose that Cornelius represents a
postmodern seeker. He is disillusioned with the cultur-
al messages he’s been hearing. He has turned to em-
brace a quest for spirituality, but lacks clear-cut infor-
mation that can reliably lead him to truth.

b. Let's suppose that Peter represents the Church at-
tempting to discover its way in a changing environ-
ment. It simultaneously clings to the truth it has dis-
covered in the past, yet it yearns to effectively bridge
the gap between it and the people it is attempting to
attract.

c. Just for fun, let's use the stories in this passage to lead
us to insight that might help us in our attempts to at-
tract our generation.

d. If this seems an unusual method, consider the story of
the duck hunters:

Two would-be duck hunters headed off in a new
Cherokee four-wheel drive with a dog, a gun, and a
stick of dynamite. The idea was to blow a hole in the
ice with the dynamite, wait for the ducks to land on
the water, and then shoot them. So, after the Chero-
kee was parked on the solid ice, the ignited dynamite
was tossed some 50 feet away. As soon as this hap-
pened, the hunting dog’s true nature became evident.
Something thrown was something to be retrieved. It
dashed off after the dynamite. Now the first thing that
a dog with a catch does is return to its owners. So, dy-
namite in jaws, it headed back to its owners. Seeing
disaster about to unfold, the dog’s owner took out his
shotgun and started firing at the dog, which thought
its owner had lost his mind. The dog, observing that it
has assumed the status of a duck, heads for shelter.

The nearest shelter that could be found happened to
be under the Cherokee. Now the good news in the sto-
ry is that the hunters got their hole in the ice!

This story represents a postmodern methodology quite
nicely. Notice how the story does not automatically
identify a core theme; rather, it explores every facet
and nuance, not linearly, but circuitously.

Postmodern thinkers prefer to tell a story rather than
seek for logical precision. Using their own methodolo-
gy, let’'s look again at our biblical story.

Purpose:
1. Cornelius may represent the postmodern in that, with-

out too much of a stretch (remember, we’'re just hav-

ing fun!) the following elements, which might be gen-

eralized from reflecting on his story, are present in our
culture today:

a. The focus is on the existential moment.

b. If there is an acknowledgment of history, it is rela-
tivistic. Perspective is more important than fact,
and context is more important than interpretation.

c. There is a hunger for community because humans are
an extension of culture. They are socially determined.

Peter represents the Church, which has its roots in

premodem constructs.

a. Tmth is revealed, and it is not only true for the
Community but also true for all people, in all
places, in all time.

b. There is a universe, and we are part of that uni-
verse. Individualism, even its stories that carry
claims of authenticity, cannot be trusted unless it
conforms to the tmth, which can be known and
tested.

c. While the spiritual journeys of others may be ap-
preciated, diversity is a sign of God’s endless pow-
er, not the need for many perspectives.

Action:

.

Spiritual hunger is a characteristic of our age. While it
may sound like preaching to the choir, the Church
must always resist the temptation to make its message
politically correct by indulging prevailing trends ac-
companying postmodernism.

On the other hand, the Church must recognize the ne-
cessity to be willing to let God shatter some of its pre-
vailing assumptions, just as He did to the apostle Peter.

For Peter, his tradition, built on Scrip-
ture, had become a symbolic order of
which he was a part. It functioned simi-
larly to ritual. Cornelius and Peter were
separated by a gulf that Peter could not
see.

In what ways could you link your per-
sonal story to God'’s story (Scripture) in
order to communicate tmth to a post-
modern seeker?

How do you use your story to communi-
cate tmth about God and Christ to your
world?

What are some of the traditions that
God has shattered along the way that
make it possible for you to agree with
Peter’s assessment of God’s working in
His world?
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Theme: When Vision Is Accompanied by Trouble

Scripture: Acts 16
Text: Acts 16:9

Introduction:

a.

The Bible background for this sermon reflects a period
of relative tranquillity during which the emerging
Christian Church experienced stabilization, growth,
and a time of spiritual deepening.

While there is opposition, it primarily focuses on the
leaders. They sense the restrictive direction of the
Holy Spirit, guiding them in their preaching mission
travels.

This awareness culminates in a mission-oriented vi-
sion, appealing for the apostolic team to travel into
Macedonia to preach the gospel there.

Paul, being the spiritually sensitive man that he was,
immediately endeavors to respond. What transpires is
rich in illustrative and inspirational metaphors.

One central theme that plays out in the stories of
chapter 16 is this: Pursuing a vision often entails ava-
riety of challenges. Unless the vision is pursued, how-
ever, both challenge and blessing will be missed.

Purpose:

1

Pursuing a vision requires considerable commitment.
One must believe in the legitimacy of the vision, or it
will never become a compelling force producing the
potential results inherent in the original vision.

God'’s call must be met with willing obedience, even if
He subsequently does not remove the obstacles that
may impede our progress.

When there is commitment to action, God arranges
the contingencies of life in such a way as to provide
for our needs, comfort, and security.

While we tend to focus on the accomplishment of the
vision, enduring the details as only means to an end,

God often embeds the details with special revelations
of His purpose, power, and provision.

Action:

What are the compelling forces in your life? List the
primary elements of your life that truly motivate you
to action.

The level of commitment we endow our vision is in di-
rect relationship to how compelling the vision is upon
our everyday life.

If your vision is not as compelling as it once might
have been, review it, checking for changes that might
have occurred over time that have diminished it.
Review the passage again. Look for ways to identify
God'’s purpose, power, and provision in your life as you
review your own response to the vision He gave you.
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Theme: Implementing and Aligning Vision
Scripture: Acts 26:12-23
Text: Acts 26:19

Introduction:
a. The conversion story of Paul is remarkable. It is the

watershed story of the New Testament having to do
with our conviction that conversion can be instanta-
neous, transforming, and dramatic.

As a substantiating statement to the theme of this se-
ries of sermons, it also reminds us of the practical ele-
ments of vision.

Examination of Paul’s life and ministry reveals a sys-
tematic and intentional response that involved him at
every level of his being.

Purpose:

1

No oM

Saul did not anticipate his vision of Jesus while he
was on the road to Damascus. He was in the pursuit of
his mission to persecute and block the continued
proclamation of Jesus as Messiah when the vision oc-
curred.

It may seem obvious: vision involves seeing something
or someone. V 13

Vision involves listening. V 14

Vision involves response. V 15

Vision involves action. V 16

Vision focuses on mission. V 16b

Vision commands faithfulness. V 19

Action:

There are two critical elements to effective vision: Im-

plementation and Alignment.

Implementing vision consists of the elements listed

above.

a. Is that which is in the field of my spiritual eyesight
a compelling force for change, new direction, and so
on?

b. Is that which | have heard with my spiritual ears
profound enough to sustain my commitment and in-
volvement?

c. Is the response | am being challenged to give cre-
ative enough to sustain my interest and activity?

d. Is the action | am prepared to take larger than my
own capacity?

e. Is the mission described by this vision important
enough to demand my sacrifice?

Aligning vision is another crucial element. Paul under-

stood this and elaborates both his faithful commitment

to the achievement of his vision-rich mission and the
faithfulness of God in sustaining and supporting him in

his response. (See w. 19, 22.)



W eek 10

Theme: When Vision Fades

Scripture: Isa. 64
Text: Isa. 64:6b

Introduction:

a.

As always, Isaiah offers fertile ground for exploring
the sacred concepts of vision, obedience, and devo-
tion.

But even the most devout commitment to vision is of-
ten tempered by times of doubt, difficulty, or even fail-
ure.

What do we do when it seems as if God has left us to
our own devices? What do we do when, in the secret
chambers of our hearts, we grieve over God’s seeming
indifference to our problems and troubles?

Worse yet, what do we do when our failures threaten
to extinguish the flame of vision, replacing it with cold
ashes, reminding us of what might have been?

Purpose:

1.

A failure to recognize the awesome sovereignty of God

may reduce our perception of His being to that of a

cosmic servant.

God’s love and compassion are enduring and stead-

fast. His integrity cannot be challenged, however, nor

can His purpose be redirected according to the

achievement of personal aims.

God may seem indifferent, even absent from our lives,

but it is not because He is capricious or changeable.

Devotion will be tested. Sometimes the only remedy

for flagging devotion or creeping discouragement is

revival. What is revival? Note the description given in

the first four verses of chapter 64:

a. Heaven opens and humankind encounters the awe-
some God!

b. The mountains quake. What seems impenetrable, im-
possible, immovable, suddenly appears insignificant.

c. Passion is revived. As the fire boils water and kin-
dles brushwood, so the fire of God ignites the dy-
ing ashes of passion.

5. Without revival, our vision is in danger of being set

aside, neglected, even replaced. The compelling at-
traction of our vision fades, no longer evoking our sac-
rifice and obedience.

Action:

The remedy for fading vision is illustrated by the

writer’s use of the potter metaphor.

a. Our vision is not the product of our own genius. It
is born of God, animated, energized, and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit.

b. Like the pottery created by the potter, it remains the
product and possession of the potter. He is free to
reshape its design, to alter its purpose.

c. Ourvision must be maintained by our dependence
upon God.

The vision must never become an idol.

a. There is an illustration from the world of postmod-
ern literature that provides interesting insight into
this problem.

b. The French thinker Jean Luc Marion points out the
difference between an idol and an icon: “The idol
consigns the divine to the measure of a human
gaze. The icon appears only when it is overlooked.
It is like seeing in the dark. Looking directly at the
object one is trying to comprehend is much less
useful than looking beyond it. In the dark we see
better with peripheral vision.”

c. Itis often in the darkness that we see better. It is
then that we learn not to trust the vision but God,
who informs and infuses our vision with His grace.
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Theme: Living from Vision
Scripture: 1 Cor. 2:6-16
Text: 1 Cor. 2:14

Introduction:

a.

Paul provides a fascinating discussion regarding the
perspective from which one lives. He speaks of the
“wisdom of this age” and the “rulers of this age,” both
ofwhom, he says, are “doomed to perish” (v. 6, nrsv).
Vision is a revelation, perceived in the mind as well as
the heart, and mediated by the living Spirit of God.

In this discussion, Paul references the “human spirit”
(v. 11, nrsv) aswell as the “Holy Spirit” (w . 13-14,
tib). The contrast between these cannot be missed. He
states, “For what human being knows what is truly hu-
man except the human spirit that is within? So also no
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit
of God” (v. 11, nrsv).

Clearly vision is something that any person can experi-
ence. The issue at hand, however, concerns both the
origin as well as the source of animation of that vi-
sion.

Purpose:

1.

Terry O’Connor of Indiana State University suggests,
“People rely on personally constructed filters to orient
their relationships toward the world.”1

Paul speaks of orienting oneself to the world through
a different filter than those usually associated with
this phenomenon. The typical filters are age, experi-
ence, internal psychodynamics, maturity, cognition,
physiology, biochemistry, and so forth. O’Connor goes
on to state the summary of conventional wisdom: “In
avery real sense, we create our own personal point of
view.”2

Living from vision is described by Paul this way: “We
speak of these things in words not taught by human

wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
things to those who are spiritual” (v. 13, nrsv).

In the realm of the educator, metacognition is recog-
nized as the level at which executive functioning oc-
curs. Living from vision introduces something far
more powerful than our typical human response of
thinking and behaving. Paul states it this way: “Those
who are spiritual discern all things, and they them-
selves are subject to no one else’s scrutiny” (v. 15,

nrsv).

Action:
- We live by four very important elements: facts, con-

cepts, principles, and procedures. Even our inner

vision cannot escape these. But the way we orient our-

selves to these elements characterizes us as living ac-
cording to either the natural realm or the realm of the

Holy Spirit.

a. Review thefacts by which you live. Are these facts
derived from or enriched by God’s revelation of
himself as mediated through Scripture, worship,
prayer, and fellowship?

b. Review the concepts that undergird your life. Liv-
ing from vision may disrupt concepts that are based
on definitions or systems that exclude God or give
Him only token acknowledgment.

c. Review the principles that govern your values.
Principles are frequently rules that guide action or
explain change. The presence of related rules often
combines to form rule systems. Living from vision
means accepting the rule of the Spirit as the source
and basis for one’s principles for living.

d. Review the procedures that automate your life. A
procedure may be loosely defined as knowing how
to proceed in specific situations. Living from vision
means allowing the Spirit to shape your behavior.
This means storing the knowledge and wisdom of
the Spirit in your life by accessing all the means of
grace whenever possible.

1. Terry O'Connor, “Using Learning Styles to Adapt Technology for Higher

Education” (paper posted on the web site:
< http://web.indstate.edu/ctl/styles/leaming.html>).

2. lbid.


http://web.indstate.edu/ctl/styles/leaming.html

Theme: Enhancing Vision

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:3-9
Text: 1 Kings 3:9

Introduction:

a.

Solomon knew that if he were to succeed as king of Is-
rael, it would take more than shrewdness to accom-
plish his task or to reach his goals.

Solomon’svision was far-reaching in its scope and re-
sponsibility. Neighboring kings might rely on shrewd-
ness and cunning, but he must be better equipped
than this for his assignment.

Great vision has often been lost or forfeited because
its holder trusted in personal skills, charisma, and wis-
dom rather than seeking God’s endowment.

Nowhere in Scripture is there any indication that Solo-
mon lacked self-confidence. Indeed, he is to be com-
mended for recognizing that even one graced with
such skill and blessing as he, could benefit from the
additional dimension that only God could give to his
leadership.

Purpose:

1

God is prepared to enhance one’s personal vision
through the gifts and graces He adds in response to
our prayer and petition.

Solomon knew that he was God’s servant assigned to
lead God'’s people. He understood his role as that of
steward. Great personal vision always leads its holder
to recognize this important concept.

Great vision implies significant responsibility. By seek-
ing in humility and submission the beneficence of
God, the vision holder may receive those extraordi-
nary blessings that give vision the extra dimension so
essential to achieving one’s calling or mission.

For Solomon, there were two added elements that if
present, would enhance his vision: judgment and jus-

tice. * Without this enhancement, his vision may never
have achieved all that it did.

Action:

When we buy software for our computers, we realize
that eventually an upgrade will come along, and we
will have to purchase it in order to enhance our capa-
bility. We frequently upgrade memory, hard drive size,
and speed of the CPU.

Every vision can be enhanced. Bill Hybels has popular-
ized the concept of servanthood through his under-
standing that the way up is often down. Vision en-
hancement is never for selfish reasons, but to extend
capacity and capability, all for the glory of God.

Why would judgment and justice be two elements that
would enhance Solomon'’s vision?

Judgment speaks of knowledge, discernment, and un-
derstanding. In what ways would you like God to in-
crease your knowledge, discernment, or understand-
ing?

Justice speaks of fairness. It goes without saying that
fairness is important. How would the issue of fairness
intersect your personal vision?

*Wenham et al., New Bible Commentary, 342.
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Theme: Lost Vision
Scripture: Matt. 16:1-4
Text: Matt. 16:3
Introduction:

a. According to some Bible scholars, the passage forming

our text may have not appeared in the original docu-
ment. Rather, it may have been added later, taken
from Luke 12:54-56.1prefer to believe it is reliable.

b. There are three threads running through both Luke
and Matthew’s account of this confrontation.

c. The first is skepticism. That the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees would jointly come to Jesus to put Him to the
test is remarkable. In the U.S.A., one might describe
this as a bipartisan effort to discredit Jesus by provid-
ing a litmus test designed to fail the Master.

d. The second thread is resistance. Sincere skepticism
might be forgiven. Even Scripture admonishes, “Test
everything” (1 Thess. 5:21). Resisting goes one step
beyond a sincere desire to know the truth by investi-
gating and corroborating the evidence.

e. The third thread is Opposition. The response of the
crowds was enthusiastic. Why would the religious
leaders succumb to an attitude of opposition?

Purpose:

1. In this narrative, by examining the words of Jesus and

the description provided by the writer, we are able to
extrapolate from the attitude and behaviors of Jesus’
skeptics to a very real and potential danger for us to-
day.

2. Vision may be lost by indulging a spirit of skepticism.
Doubt is our worst enemy. Many have been entrusted
with great vision. They have been motivated by its

scope. Over time, however, the vision has faded and is in
danger of being lost because the first element of this tril-

ogy was permitted to gain a foothold in their thinking.

As mentioned above, these elements need to be seen
as an unholy and inextricably linked trinity. Skepti-
cism leads to resistance. Resistance is fueled by pride
and spiritual arrogance. Resistance begins when hu-
mility is exchanged for unreasonable self-reliance. Re-
sistance is bom when the cold winds of skepticism tar-
get the flame of faith.

Open opposition follows resistance. Jesus understood
the tragedy that was about to befall His people, but
they were clueless. He likened them to people who
could forecast the weather by watching the signs in
the skies, but were ignorant of the signs of the times.
Opposition to God never begins without first being
triggered by skepticism. It is always followed by resis-
tance and then unfolds in open opposition.

Action:

Losing the vision is a terrible thing. No, it is worse— it
is a tragedy! Why are so many believers living in spiri-
tual blindness? Are they not aware of their blindness,
or is it the result of slow, systematic loss of vision, until
now they are blind but unable to do anything about it?
Reality checks are always good for the soul. Check to
see if there is any area of skepticism that you have per-
mitted in your life. Test your faith to see if there is any
area of your spiritual experience where the tmst and
certainty you once held has been replaced by “soft”
skepticism.

Resistance is good in the face of oppression. But in the
case of Christian experience, no resistance to God’s
will, plan, or purpose can be tolerated in the life of the
believer. Check for any area of resistance in your life.
What more can be said about opposition to God? It
may be underground today; tomorrow it will come
out. Beware of the associations it may seek to forge. It
may surprise you!
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