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When a Christian Sins

ou have been found out!” 
That was the m essage on 

a note passed  to  a co l lege  
s tudent nam ed  R ick  in psycho logy  
class. R ick becam e so agitated that 
he had to leave the class early.

W hat Rick did not know  was that 
the professor was conducting an ex ­
p er im en t  on  guilt .  D uring  tha t se ­
m es te r  a no te  was passed  to every  
student in the class that read, “You 
have been found out.” Five students 
got so nervous that they had to leave 
the room . Tw o cried .  O ne  s tuden t 
ac tua l ly  lost b la d d e r  co n tro l  r igh t  
there in Psychology 101. All o f  the 
students showed signs o f  stress.

All this shows that the church did 
not invent guilt. The church is regu­
larly charged with creating guilt so 
that it can  m arke t  forgiveness. But 
the chu rch  d o e s n ’t c reate  gu il t— it 
doesn 't  have to.

T rue ,  fa lse  gu il t  d o es  ex is t ,  but 
m ost people feel guilty because they 
are guilty. M ost people feel like sin­
ners because they are sinners. These 
facts bring me to m y subject— sin. 
A subject about which, I am sorry to 
say, I have som e first hand  kn o w l­
e d g e .  B u t  the  to p ic  o f  s in  is to o  
broad. So, le t’s narrow  the topic to 
what should or should not be done 
when a Christian sins.

I rem ind you that saved and sanc­
tified Christians do not have to sin. 
But som etim es  they do. W hen  that 
happens, they can easily go right on 
to total ruin— or they can find their 
way back to Christ.

A  group of  believers in a certain 
church fell into sin. One thing led to 
another and soon they were practic­
ing  the  g ro s se s t  s ins  o f  the  f lesh .  
W hen confronted  by the pastor, they

denied that they had  sinned. That is, 
they  d en ied  tha t  th o se  ac ts ,  w h ile  
they would  be im m oral for average 
p e r s o n s ,  w e re  no t  s in fu l  fo r  such  
sp ir i tu a l ly  a d v a n c e d  C h r is t ia n s  as 
th e m s e lv e s .  T h e y  w e re  a b o v e  all 
that. Soon enough, they were d en y ­
ing the deity  o f  Chris t ,  and, in the 
end, they split the church.

Their  good  pastor wrote an essay 
to the rest o f  the believers. He coun ­
seled them  to learn from the e x a m ­
p le  o f  these  sa in ts  tu rn e d  s inners .  
He gave them  step by step instruc­
t io n s  a b o u t  w h a t  to  d o  i f  
they should fall into sin. His 
e s sa y  on w h a t  a C h r is t ia n  
should do w hen he finds sin 
on h is  h an d s  w as  so go o d  
that God, in His wise provi­
dence, has seen to it that we 
have it for our ow n  spiritual 
g u id a n ce  today. W e call it 
the First Epistle o f  John.

In 1 John  1:5-22, Pas tor  
John  uses six “IF” clauses 
to show us what a Christian 
s h o u ld  an d  s h o u ld  no t do  
when and if he or she is b e ­
trayed into sin. Three o f  them tell us 
what we are not to do, three tell us 
what we should do at such a time.

1. W hen you fall into sin, do 
not deny it. In verse 10, Pastor  John 
writes that when Christians sin, “IF 
we say that we have not sinned, we 
m ake  h im  [God] a liar.” * You see, 
G od says that lying, stealing, sw ear­
ing, drunkenness, hatred, greed, o p ­
p r e s s io n  o f  the  poo r ,  c o m m i t t in g  
adu l te ry ,  e n g a g in g  in h o m o se x u a l  
activity, and the like are sins! I f  you 
engage in such things, you are a sin­
ner! Pastor John m entions no  excus­
es, no  excep tions— and  that m eans

you and me.
There are several w ays to “d en y ” 

o u r  s in s .  W e c a n  t r i v i a l i z e  th e m  
(“ a f te r  all, I ’m on ly  h u m a n ” ). We 
can call ou r  sins som eth ing  else, la­
bel ing  them  as m ere  fra ilt ies,  m is ­
ta k e s ,  o r  w e a k n e s se s .  S o m e  fo lk s  
are quite gifted in m is labe ling  sins. 
We can “d en y ” our sins by ignoring 
th e m — p re tend ing  tha t they  do  not 
exist.  Finally, we can literally deny 
o u r  s ins  by in s is t ing  tha t  we have  
done nothing wrong.

2. We can deceive ourselves. In

verse 8, Pastor John points out step 
tw o  o n  th e  r o a d  to  r u in .  W h e n  
Chris t ians  sin, “IF we say tha t we 
have no  sin, we dece ive  ourselves, 
and  the tru th  is not in u s .” N otice  
the  p ro g re s s io n :  f irs t ,  the  s in n in g  
believer denies that he has com m it­
ted sins. He keeps on denying it un ­
til he  d ec e iv es  h im s e l f  in to  rea lly  
b e l ie v in g  tha t  he  d o es  n o t  h ave  a 
sinful heart.

Sin is both act and stain. In verse 
9, J o h n  s p e a k s  o f  “ s i n s . ” B u t  in 
verse 8, he speaks o f  “ sin” as stain, 
that is, as a state o f  sin. “D o n ’t talk 
to  us  a b o u t  h a v i n g  o u r  h e a r t s

T o  confess our sins is to 
agree with God about our 

spiritual condition.

2 H e ra ld  o f H o liness



W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y

O God o f Second Chances 
and New Beginnings 

Here I am again.
—Nancy Spiegelberg

cleansed from sin,” those pre-Gnos- 
tic heretics said to John, “we d o n ’t 
have any inward sin to be cleansed 
from.”

3. Live a lie. W hen  a C hris t ian  
sins, “IF we say that we have fe l­
lowship with h im  [God} w hile  we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and 
do not do  what is true” (v. 6). W hen 
a C h r is t ian  fa l ls  in to  s in ,  he m a y  
first deny it, then dece ive  him self ,  
and finally profess to be walking in 
the light while w alking in darkness. 
Thus, the road to ruin is com plete ,  
as o n e ’s w hole life becom es a living 
lie. N othing could  be m ore deadly. 
And a l l  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  lo o m  
om inous ly  be fo re  any  o f  us w hen  
we find sin on our  hands.

But w h e n  a C h r i s t i a n  s in s ,  he 
does not have to follow the road to 
ruin. He or she can follow the road 
to full salvation.

1. R em em ber, you have a 
Friend in heaven. Listen to Pastor 
John (2 :1-2) ,  “ M y little ch ild ren ,  I 
am w ri t ing  these  th in g s  to  you  so 
that you may not sin” |John  is m a k ­
ing sure that they know  that sin is 
never to be thought o f  as a normal 
part o f  the C hris t ian  life}. “ But IF 
anyone does sin, we have an advo ­
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sac­
rifice for our  sins."

T h e re fo re ,  w h en  C h r is t ian s  d i s ­
c o v e r  s in  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  t h e y  
sh o u ld  f irs t  o f  all r e m e m b e r  tha t  
they h av e  a F r ie n d  an d  S a v io r  in 
h e a v e n .  R a th e r  th a n  d e n y i n g  o u r  
sins, we must look to Jesus.

2. We should agree with God 
about our sp ir itu a l co n d itio n . 
Look at verse 9. W hen  a Christ ian  
sins , “IF w e c o n f e s s  o u r  s ins ,  he

w ho is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

I love that w ord  confess. I d o n ' t  
like to do it, but I like the way the 
word is put together. It com es from 
tw o  G r e e k  w o r d s .  O n e  m e a n s  
“ sam e” or “ alike” (hom o). The other 
means "w o rd ,” “ speech ,” or  “ idea” 
(logeo ). T h e  c o m p o u n d  w ord  then 
means “ to speak alike,” “ to say the 
sam e th ing ,” “ to declare al ike.” To 
con fess  o u r  sins , then , is to  speak 
out o u r  ag re em e n t  with 
G o d  abou t o u r  spiritual 
c o n d i t io n .  “ O h .  G o d ,  I 
agree with you— I am a 
sinner!” is just about the 
perfect way for a believ­
er  w ho  d iscovers  sin on 
h is  h a n d s  to  b e g i n  to  
pray.

T h e r e  is  o n e  m o r e  
step.

3. Walk in the light.
W h e n  C h r i s t i a n s  s in ,
“IF we walk in the light 
as he  h i m s e l f  is in the 
light . . .  the blood of  Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin” (v. 7).

The road to spiritual life is quite 
the opposite o f  the road to ruin. In­
stead o f  denial,  self-deception , and 
liv ing  a lie , we are to look  to our  
A d v o c a t e  a n d  F r ie n d  in h e a v e n ,  
agree with G od about our  spiritual 
condition, and walk toward the light 
(not the darkness) and the “blood of  
Jesus Christ goes right on cleansing 
us from all sin.”

The verb in verse 7 is in the con ­
t inuous present tense and this tells 
us that for the C hris t ian  w ho does 
not d en y  his sin, but c o n fe sses  it, 
the blood o f  Jesus Christ goes right

on cleansing from all sin. W hen sin 
enters the life o f  a Christian, it can 
le a d  to  u t t e r  ru in .  O r,  it c a n  be ,  
though  grievous,  only  a tem porary  
in terruption o f  fe l low ship  with the 
Savior. To deny our sin is fatal, but 
to confess our sin is to know again 
the  c l e a n s in g  b lo o d  o f  J e su s  tha t  
c leanses  d ee p er  than  the stain has 
gone.

Dark the sin that spoiled our na­
ture,

Long the distance that we fell.

Far rem oved  from hope or heav ­
en,

N ear to deep despair  and hell.
But there was a fountain opened, 
And the Blood of  G o d ’s own Son 
Purifies the soul and reaches 
Deeper than the stain has gone .1 
One o f  my favorite Christian po ­

ets is Nancy Spiegelberg. Her three 
line poem  is a wonderful prayer for 
any believer who has d iscovered sin 
on his or her hands:

Oh G od  o f  Second  C hances, 
and  N ew  B eginnings  

H ere I am  again.
’All scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV).
1. Used by permission of Lillenas Publishing Company.

i f  we look to our Advocate, 
confess our sin, and walk in 
the light, the blood of Jesus 

Christ goes right on 
cleansing us from all sin.
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Unto Your Mission Be True
BY EUGENE L. STOWE, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

Tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  I w a s  b o r n ,  
G e o r g e  S. S c h u le r  w ro te  a 
gospel song which would  b e­

co m e  a fav o r i te  w ith  N az a ren e s .  It 
was entitled, “ Make M e a Blessing.” 
T h e  r e c u r r in g  p r a y e r  is th a t  th o se  
w ho have been  so richly b lessed  by 
God would  be m ade a blessing to the 
w eary  and sad, and the helpless and 
hopeless .  T he  last s tanza  conc ludes  
w i th  th is  e x h o r t a t i o n ,  “ U n to  y o u r  
mission be true."

In the annual report o f  the Board of  
General Superin tendents to the 1993 
m e e t in g  o f  the  G e n e ra l  B o a rd ,  o u r  
h is to r ic  m is s io n  w as  r e a f f i rm e d  in 
this statement:

The Mission of the Church of the 
Nazarene is to respond to the Great 
Commission of Christ to “go and 
m ake d isc ip le s  o f a ll n a tio n s” 
(Matthew 28:19) with a distinctive 
emphasis upon the doctrine of en­
tire sanctification and the propaga­
tion of C hristian  holiness as set 
forth in the Scriptures.

T h e  repo rt  con t inued :  “T h is  m is ­
sion justifies our existence. Any devi­
at ion  from  or neg lec t  o f  it c o m p ro ­
mises our  G od-given responsibility to 
advance His k ingdom  by calling our 
world to be holy as He is holy. The fi­
nal benchm ark  o f  the success o f  our 
enterprise will be our faithfulness to 
this m ission.”

But missions are “just for m ission­
aries,” som eone says. Right. But who 
are m iss ionar ie s?  “ P ersons  sent out 
by the church to m ake converts  in a 
foreign country.” That “foreign coun ­
try” m ay be Africa or India. But what 
country is more foreign to Christ iani­
ty than the United States— millions of

unborn babies sacrificed on the altar 
o f  abortion every year— thousands of  
h o m o s e x u a l s  f la u n t in g  th e i r  s in fu l  
conduct under the guise o f  “an al ter­
nate life s ty le”— drug  addiction  that 
has reached  ep idem ic  p ropo rtions—  
one o f  every two marriages ending up

W e  must find 
ways to make 
our missionary 
enterprise in 
North America 
both mission- 
driven and 
market-oriented.

in divorce court— no prayer  or Bible 
r e a d in g  p e r m i t t e d  in  o u r  s c h o o l s .  
"Christian A m erica” is a far cry from 
N ew  Testament Christianity!

W hile  we send out missionaries to 
105 n a t io n s ,  e v e ry  A m e r ic a n  N a z ­
arene is com m iss ioned  by our Savior 
to go and  m ake  d isc ip le s ,  too. A nd  
Mrs. C. H. M o r r i s ’ "m arch in g  song 
o f  the C hurch o f  the N azarene ,” H o li­
ness U nto the L ord , rem inds us that 
full salvation is to be our “watchw ord  
and song.”

In this m issionary enterprise we are 
to be bo th  m iss io n -d r iv en  and  m a r ­

ket-oriented. I f  the prim ary  concern  is 
“what will sell” then our  mission will 
be fa ta l ly  c o m p ro m is e d .  T h e  other 
side o f  that coin is that inability to re­
late to  the real needs  o f  people  will 
ju s t  as surely  result in a fa iled  m is ­
sion. O ur  church m ust be user-friend­
ly. Millions o f  A m ericans in what Pe­
te r  W a g n e r  c a l ls  the  " p a g a n  poo l"  
h av e  d e s p e ra te  n e e d s — alco h o lism ,  
divorce, single paren thood  and many 
others.

E x p e r ie n c e  is p ro v in g  tha t  m any 
will r e sp o n d  to  suppo r t  g ro u p  m in ­
is tr ies  w h ich  speak  d irec tly  to their 
p roblem  areas. O thers  are responsive 
to contem porary  music and preaching 
w hich  is d irec ted  to special areas of 
need. O ne pas tor  dresses  up for  two 
trad i t ional S unday  m o rn in g  services 
with W esley hym ns and m essages to 
m atch. For  the third service he dress­
es dow n to a sw eater  and sport shirt, 
s in g s  c h o r u s e s ,  an d  c o m m u n ic a te s  
go sp e l  tru th  g ea red  to  the  n eed s  of 
the hurting. A no ther  has introduced a 
Saturday night “ seeker service” com ­
p l e t e  w i t h  g u i t a r s  a n d  m e s s a g e s  
g e a r e d  to  “ b a b y  b u s t e r s . "  B o th  
churches  are reap ing  a spiritual har­
v es t  w h ic h  th e y  h ad  n o t  se en  with 
“ regular” Sunday  services.

O u r  m essage m ust not change, but 
o u r  m e t h o d s  
m u s t  b e  o p e n  
to new  w ays to 
tell the old, old 
story and make 
d isc ip les  o f  all 
n a t i o n s  —  i n ­
cluding A m eri­
ca. tu

4 H e ra ld  o f H o liness



e Wore RO G ER  L. HAHN

Foundations o f the Faith in Philippians

Supported by the Spirit
For I know  tha t th is has h a p ­

pened to m e fo r  m y deliverance  
through yo u r  p rayers and  through  
the support o f  the Sp irit o f  Jesus  
Christ (Philippians 1:19).*

I grew up expecting  to support 
m yse lf  as soon as I becam e an 
adult. My parents deny having 

ever said that they would  kick me 
out o f  the house at 21. T hey  p roba­
bly didn 't  say it that way. but I got 
the idea that m aturity  was directly 
related to independence. The desire 
for independence has often conflict­
ed with the real values o f  my life. 
Until I finished seminary, my wife 
provided the majority  o f  our  finan­
cial support.  More importantly. I 
discovered that em otional indepen­
dence did not build the kind o f  m a r­
riage and family I wanted. Most im ­
portantly. I d iscovered that spiritual 
independence was a sign o f  im m atu ­
rity and led nowhere.

The apostle Paul understood spir­
itual maturity as well as any writer of 
the New Testament. He also depend­
ed on Christ and on his fellow be­
lievers. As he wrote Philippians, he 
seemed uncertain about his future.
He was in prison. The imperial deci­
sion whether Paul would live or die 
would soon be handed down. As he 
contemplated such difficult c ircum ­
stances in his life, the apostle wrote 
in Philippians 1:10, “ 1 know that this 
has happened to me for my deliver­
ance.” P au l’s confidence is clear.

The word “deliverance” was used 
in many ways in first century Greek. 
One o f  the m eanings o f  the word 
was "health ."  It is possible that Paul 
meant that his im prisonm ent and tri­
al would turn out for his health and 
well being. However, im prisonm ent 
in the R om an  Em pire was so harsh 
it seldom led to better health. The 
word “de l iverance” can  also be 
translated as “ salvation.” Paul may

have believed that his circumstances 
were a necessary part o f  G o d ’s long 
range plan to save him. It is more 
likely that his sufferings were part 
o f  G o d ’s plan to save the world. 
However, it is most likely that Paul 
simply believed that he would soon 
be released.

W hether  he was thinking o f  re­
lease from prison or o f  eternal sal­
vation. the apostle understood that 
the ou tcom e did not depend on h im ­
self. His deliverance would depend 
on the prayers o f  the Philippians and 
on the support o f  the Holy Spirit.
All P au l’s letters mention that he 
prayed for the people to w hom  he 
had written. He knew he needed the 
prayers o f  his congregations also. 
Paul never requested 
prayer to be com fortable 
or enjoy the external 
trappings o f  success. He 
always asked his readers 
to pray that he be faith­
ful and effective in m in ­
istry. The apostle be­
lieved that prayer would 
influence God to bring 
about changes in events 
to accom plish  his divine 
will. Paul depended  on 
his churches to fulfill the 
ministry o f  prayer for his effective 
com m unication  of  the gospel.

Paul also depended on the “ sup­
port o f  the Spirit." It is possible to 
understand the Greek text to mean 
that the apostle was depending on 
G o d ’s support in his life, which con­
sisted of  the gift o f  the Holy Spirit. 
More likely, Paul meant that the 
Spirit would  provide the support 
necessary to release him. The word 
“ support” had a fascinating range of  
uses in Greek. It was used to de ­
scribe the provision o f  support for a 
spouse. It was used in medicine to 
describe the supporting role o f  liga­
ments. In Greek drama, it referred to

donations of  a wealthy patron to 
hire a chorus to perform in the d ra­
ma. Paul understood that the Spirit 
would supply him with the courage 
and strength to faithfully proclaim 
the gospel. He also expected the 
Spirit to provide the impressions 
and thoughts that would lead the 
court to release him.

Most o f  us do not face c ircum ­
stances as difficult as P au l’s impris­
onment. W hatever our difficulties 
may be, we do not face them alone. 
We are dependent on the prayers o f  
each other and on the help which 
the Holy Spirit provides us. His sup­
port will enable us to be faithful to 
G od 's  will for our lives.

F or fu r th e r  study: I . R ead  R o ­

m ans 15:30-33 and  2 C orinth ians  
1:9-11. W hat d id  P aul ask his read­
ers to p ra y  fo r  in these verses? H ow  
do his requests com pare to your  
prayers?  2. R ead  R om ans 8:1-39. 
List the w ays these verses say that 
the H oly Spirit helps believers.

3. In w hat areas o f  yo u r  life do  
you  m ost need  the support o f  the 
Spirit and  the p rayers o f  fe llo w  b e­
lievers? A sk the Sp irit today fo r  his 
support. C ontact another C hristian  
and  ask  him  or her to p ray  fo r  you.
‘ Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.

Roger L. Hahn teaches New Testa­
ment at Southern Nazarene Univer­
sity. Hi

Spiritua l independence 
is a sign of immaturity.
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Happy Father’s Day, A. Milton
A.v we approach Father's Day on June 2 0 ,1 would like to tell 

my grandfather (Dr. A. Milton Smith) how much he is loved and 
respected by his entire family.

Fie was saved at 16 and has followed the Lord ever since. He 
served in the Nazarene church as a pastor and district superin­
tendent fo r  over 50 years.

My grandfather is a long-standing subscriber to the Herald of 
Holiness, and I ’m sure he will see this.

Dear Papa Smith:
Your faithful Christian witness, your love and kindness, and 

incredible generosity truly reflect Jesus Christ in you. We all love 
you so very much and thank God for His wonderful work in you.

I’m grateful that you passed on to me the faith of the Lord Je­
sus Christ. “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”

May our gracious Lord continue to richly bless you. Have a 
Happy Father’s Day.

Love, your granddaughter, 
Jean

Capital Punishment
I’m sure John W. Daily’s “A Pastor Looks at the Death Penal­

ty” springs from a heart full of love for the unsaved; however, be 
that as it may, I can’t understand how he— as a pastor and a 
Christian—can make the assertion that he “can find no teachings 
in the New Testament that justify the death penalty."

Surely. Rev. Daily’s read the 13th chapter of Romans wherein 
Paul refers to the civil ruler thusly: "He is the minister of God to 
thee for good. But if thou do evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 
the sword in vain: For he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” I— and commentators 
such as Adam Clarke and Matthew Henry— understand this pas­
sage as legitimizing the civil use of capital punishment when oc­
casion demands.

And while I must concur with Rev. Daily’s observation that 
“we do not live in a theocracy,” I nevertheless must remind him 
that Paul didn’t write his letter to the citizens of a theocratic soci­
ety, but to men and women living in a notoriously godless empire.

William Gebby 
Indianapolis

Capital Punishment and Forgiveness
August 23, 1959, person or persons unknown took the life of 

my father. To this date his death is unsolved. I carried for about 
32 years a lot of hate, fear, and anger. I managed to justify my 
feeling through the Bible and other well-meaning Christian 
friends. Two years ago I reached a turning point in my life. I re­
alized that Jesus forgave them who put Him to death and also 
another next to Him. 1 realized the significance in my life. I did a 
360° turn on capital punishment. The fear and hate, also anger, it 
all left the night I spoke at my church. It was important to me 
and my salvation to make it public. I forgave those or the person

who killed my father! 1 now praise God for opening my eyes 
and, most of all, for peace 1 have now!

I know now that two deaths is like two wrongs; it makes noth­
ing right!

William E. Burr 
Grand Island, Nebr.

Wrongful Death
I was favorably impressed with “A Pastor Looks at the Death 

Penalty” by John W. Dally (April 1993).
In 1960 when I was in college, I was assigned to speak on ei­

ther the pro or con of the death penalty. I felt strongly opposed 
to the death penalty, so chose the con side. In my extensive re­
search in preparation for my speech, I was appalled at the great 
number of times jurors had wrongly meted out the death penalty 
to suspects who, years after their executions, were found inno­
cent because of deathbed confessions by the actual murderers! 1 
am certain that Christ grieved over that. I am sorry that through 
the years I lost that card on which I had listed the dates and 
number of times juries had been wrong!

Dorothy Boone Kidney 
Washburn. Maine
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Father, Son, and 
Insect Repellent

THE FAMILY ALB
Adventures  in C h r is t ia n  Pa re n t in g

BY JERRY AND LYNDA COHAGAN

It began like any o ther  typical day. 
Chase cam e bounding  dow n the 
stairs from  his room  at 6:45 a . m .  

on the dot and began pulling the c o m ­
forter off o f  me. “C o m e  on, Daddy. I 
need bwekfas . . . now !’’ I s tum bled 
to the kitchen and uncerem oniously  
dumped a banana and som e Cheerios 
into his N o ah ’s Ark bowl and headed 
for the shower. “ Wait, Daddy! 1 need 
to pway.” Oops. T hrough  half-closed 
eyelids, I watched C hase fold his 
hands and thank G od for each  and 
every individual Cheerio  in his bowl. 
By the time he reached “A m e n ” I was 
almost awake.

1 love spending the days with my 
son. Since Lynda teaches school, and 
my work usually is on weekends, I 
get to be Mr. M om  during the week. 
And I love it! Most days, that is.
Then along com es one o f  those days 
that makes me question the whole 
idea o f  raising kids.

About m id-morning, 1 was sitting 
at my com puter (just like now ) trying 
to work, when suddenly  I realized it 
was much too quiet.  1 h a d n ’t been in­
terrupted by Chase for over  15 m in ­
utes! Something was definitely afoot. 
As I opened the study door, 1 could 
hear Chase whispering in the living 
room. I tiptoed to the edge o f  the 
stairs and peeked around the comer. 
Greeting my eyes was what looked 
all the world like the testing o f  an 
atomic bomb; an enorm ous b illowing 
mushroom-shaped c loud o f  fine white 
powder. At ground zero was m y two 
and a half  year old boy; seated on his 
knees, holding the ju m b o  container  o f  
baby powder upside-dow n over his 
head, vigorously shaking it while 
whispering “ 1 w ork ing  hard . . . this is 
good work.” I ’m sure he knew that he 
was gonna pay for his “good  w ork ,” 
so he m u s t’ve thought W hy not go

hog w ild?  W hen h e 'd  gotten what he 
considered a sufficient m ound  o f  
pow der  piled up before h im on the 
carpet, he gently set the powder 
dow n, buried his head in the m ound 
and blew for all he was worth. Then 
he started all over  again. Needless to

S o o n  enough I 
w o n ’t be able to  
scoop up my  
son in m y arm s  
and w ash aw ay  
his hurt.

say, his punishm ent was m eted out 
swiftly and with authority . . . right 
after I g rabbed the v ideo cam era  and 
captured the m om ent first. (After all, 
if  I win the $10,000, I ’ll be sure to 
tithe 10 percent.)

About an hour later, while I was 
still vacuum ing  all the furniture and 
throw ing open all the w indow s in the 
house, I heard a piercing scream from 
the kitchen. I ’ve learned the differ­
ence between C h a se ’s “ I ’m  gonna get 
som e mileage outta th is” wail, and 
his “ I ’m  in im m ense pain!” scream. 
This was indeed the second kind. I 
rushed to the kitchen to find Chase 
rubbing his eyes, while laying at his 
feet was a little pum p bottle o f  insect 
repellent. I grabbed him up in one 
arm and turned the water on in the 
sink with the other, laid him out on 
his back on the kitchen counter, and 
shoved his face under the tap. For

some reason, this d id n ’t sit too well 
with Chase, and he began screaming, 
“ I t ’s all better! It’s all better!” while 
turning his head from side to side. O f  
course, I knew the water needed to go 
in his eyes and not his ears, so I 
pinned his head dow n between the 
breakfast dishes in the sink and held 
his eyelids open. After about 10 m in ­
utes (which felt like an eternity), 
Chase blubbered in my arms while a 
nurse tried to reassure me on the 
phone that I ’d done the right thing. It 
had been a rough morning. I decided 
we both needed a nap in order to re­
group for the afternoon. So, together, 
we lay dow n on M om m y and D ad­
d y ’s bed. It w a sn ’t long before Chase 
was snoring deeply, not a care in the 
world, looking like innocence person­
ified.

I know that men c a n ’t carry a baby 
to term and experience w hatever  pre­
natal bonding is. But I knew that ly­
ing there next to m y son, wrapped 
around him like a big C around a lit­
tle c, was the closest I ’d ever get. I 
know there will be days soon enough 
when I w o n ’t be able to scoop him up 
and wash away his hurt. And soon 
enough he will no longer hold his 
arms out and say, “ I need a big hold, 
Daddy.” So I will count these m o ­
ments precious. And I will bury my 
nose a little deeper  in his hair and 
smell the m ischief  o f  baby powder 
and insect repellent. It is in these m o ­
ments that I thank G od that we have 
kids. Because, even when it’s really 
messy, being a dad is really good.

Jerry Cohagan is one half o f the 
comedy/drama duo, Hicks and Co­
hagan. Lynda is a high school En­
glish teacher in Olathe, Kansas.
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“I ’ll be the biggest nobody 
in class next week if  you  
don’t buy me this shirt.”

DOES 
YOUR CHILD 

HAVE THE
“TOO MUCH”

SYNDROME?
BY DEBRA FULGHUM BRUCE

B
efore my children could 

speak for themselves, 1 
h a d  h e a r d  th a t  m o s t  

i ch i ld ren  a lw ays  w ant-  
I ed what they d id n ’t or 
c o u l d n ’t h a v e .  1 j u s t  

knew  m y ch i ld ren  w o u ld n ’t be this 
way. Now, after parenting three ch il­
dren ,  I know  the true  sy m p to m s  o f  
the “ too m u c h ” syndrome. I also have 
a go o d  h an d le  on how  to trea t  this  
problem.

Take m y m iddle  daughter,  for e x ­
ample. W hen she was in fifth grade, 
it seem ed like w hatever  she wanted, 
her  friend, Mandy, already had. Brit- 
tnye w an ted  d es ig n e r  je an s ;  M andy  
had three pairs. Brittnye longed for a

room  o f  her own; M andy was an only 
ch ild .  B r i t tnye  y e a rn e d  fo r  boys  to 
ca ll  each  n igh t;  M a n d y  “ w en t  o u t ” 
with a different boy each week. This 
constant desire for things she did not 
have  m ade  life m ise rab le  for  her  at 
age 10— and for the rest o f  the fam i­

ly-
N ow  that Brittnye is 15, we look 

b a c k  on the  d ay s  o f  “ I w a n t  an d  1 
have to have . . .” and laugh together. 
She now  e s tab l ish es  h e r  o w n  goals  
and the trends she feels com fortab le  
with. She admires the clothes o f  o th ­
e r s ,  b u t  t a k e s  p r id e  in h e r  u n iq u e  
wardrobe. She would  like to “par ty” 
all w eekend  like som e o f  her  peers, 
but d o e s n ’t. “ I hate feeling tired and

u n p r e p a r e d  on  M o n d a y  m o r n in g ,"  
she tells me.

G ett ing  th rough  the peer  pressure 
and envy that overw he lm ed  Brittnye 
in la ter ch i ld h o o d  w as d ifficult .  My 
husband  and 1 listened to her  whims 
and desires, but rem ained firm in our 
personal limitations.

D o e s  y o u r  c h i l d  h a v e  th e  " to o  
m uch"  syndrom e? Do you add to this 
dem and  o f  acquisi tions by providing 
him or her with every voiced desire?

A ccord ing  to one pastor, children 
in A m erica  today have been given far 
too much by insecure, doting  parents. 
“ I d o n ’t m e a n  j u s t  m a te r i a l  i te m s  
when 1 say ' too  m u c h , ’” this pastoral 
counselor  said. “ I see m any children 
being given too m any choices in life 
by  w e l l - m e a n i n g  p a r e n t s ;  p a r e n t s  
who care so m uch  they w ould  go to 
the ends  o f  the earth  to  p rov ide  for 
their ch i ld ’s wants and needs.

“This d o e s n ’t m ean  that g iv ing to 
children is all w rong, for every child 
has  b a s ic  n e e d s  w e m u s t  fu lf i l l  as 
loving parents. But giving m ore than 
a c h i ld  n e e d s ,  o r  w i th  the  g o a l  o f  
m ak ing  him or  her  happy for the m o ­
ment, or just to keep up with peers is 
out o f  line with our Christian way of 
life. T h is  is a lso  d e t r im en ta l  to the 
child, as he or  she m ay not be able to 
a f f o r d  th i s  e x t r a v a g a n t  l i f e - s t y l e  
w h en  it c o m e s  t im e to leave hom e. 
T h is  co u ld  lead  to  fee l in g s  o f  se lf ­
doubt and frustration.”

L e t ’s lo o k  at s e v e r a l  p r o b l e m s  
m any parents face in raising children 
with the “too m u c h ” syndrome.
1. Giving the child too much fun 
and excitement.

Children w ho have fun all the time 
b eg in  to  fee l tha t life is s im p ly  for 
play and pleasure. A neighbor shared, 
“O u r  hom e is ju s t  like one big party! 
The kids have friends spend the night 
every Friday night, and som e friends 
d o n ’t even go hom e until Sunday  af­
te rnoon . Jack  takes ev e ry o n e  out in 
the boat all day on Saturday, then we 
order  pizzas  for  the gang that night. 
After that,  we stay up until past m id­
night w atching videos on the V C R .”

W h a t  m y  n e i g h b o r  d i d n ’t sh a re  
w as  tha t  h e r  c h i ld re n  d id  no t  have 
any hom e responsib ili t ies  o r  chores, 
a n d  th e  f a m i ly  r a r e ly  m a k e s  it to 
church because everyone is exhausted 
on S u n d ay  m o rn in g .  She a lso  c o m ­
plains regularly  that her  ch ild ren  do
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poorly in school. “ M aybe the teacher 
just isn ’t fun en o ugh ,” she questions.

C h i ld re n  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e  life as 
one big party take this unrealistic atti­
tude with them  to school w hen  they 
leave hom e. T h ey  are the ones w ho 
suffer when they realize that not all o f  
life is pleasure; som e w ork is routine, 
mundane, and necessary.
2. Allowing the child to watch too 
much television.

Television is a natural form o f  e n ­
tertainment for  ju s t  abou t everyone .  
The action on the screen can keep the 
interest o f  any child. But does a con ­
stant d ie t  o f  w a tc h in g  s i t c o m s  and  
cartoons h o n e s t ly  b e n e f i t  o u r  c h i l ­
dren?

S h e r r y ,  an  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
teacher, said, “ 1 can tell which kids in 
my class w atch  too  m uch  te lev is ion  
on the w eekend. T hey  seem dull and 
listless, l ike th e i r  c r e a t iv e  p ro w e ss  
has b ee n  d r a in e d  an d  n o t  r e f i l l e d .  
These are usua lly  the sam e students 
who do poorly  on s tandard ized  tests 
and w h o  l a c k  s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  W h y  
should they? T hey  have not interact­
ed intellectually all w eekend ."

While it m ay  seem  easy  to  a l low  
children to  k ee p  c o m p a n y  w ith  the 
television, it is often one m ore s tum ­
bling block in the c h i ld ’s maturation  
and development.
3. Giving kids too many clothes, 
toys, and gadgets.

Isn't it easier  to provide your child 
with what she desires? I know  that on 
a tiring shopping trip with three, it is 
sometimes s im pler  to ju s t  give in, a l­
lowing them  to h ave  w h a te v e r  they 
are clamoring for.

I overheard an argum ent between a 
wom an a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  r e c e n t ly  
while shopping. “ Everyone has these 
shirts, M om ,"  the child  whined. "I 'l l  
be the b iggest  n o body  in c lass  next 
week if you w o n 't  buy it for m e .”

The m other  looked distressed, but 
wearily p u l le d  ou t h e r  c h a rg e  ca rd  
and said, “ Well, if everyone has it, go 
on and get it."

1 have to  constantly  rem ind m yse lf  
on these shopp ing  trips, if  everyone  
has je an s  with  h u g e  h o le s  in them , 
would 1 still w ant m y child  to w ear  
them? O f  c o u r s e ,  I p u r c h a s e  so m e  
trendy clothes and som e clothes with 
labels, if  they are reasonably  priced,

continued on page 29

I f  you lust after a car like Jerry's and a dress 
like Sharon’s, your children will think that 
sort o f thing is acceptable adult behavior.
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Y ear after year, Wally Erickson, president of Com­
passion International, invests more than $2 mil­
lion in Nazarene children around the world. Last 
year, N azarene child ren  in Boliv ia ,  Brazil,  
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, the Philippines, Los 
Angeles, Arizona, and Haiti were the objects of 
171 Compassion International projects. More 
than 14,000 Nazarene kids received the benefit 
of $2,071,288 of Compassion, Inc., funds. Bo­
livia alone was recipient of $769,000 in support 
of 64 projects for Nazarene children and youth.

Typically, the monies go to support Nazarene 
schools, N azarene student centers and what 
Compassion International calls Family Helper 
Projects.

His is a world with children,
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t ion  w ith  c o n g re g a t io n s— w e n ev e r  d e v e lo p  co m p e t in g  
inst itu tions.  We d o n ’t co m p e te  with  or  rep lace  G enera l  
B u d g e t  g iv ing . W e try to fill needs  that the G ene ra l  B u d ­
get usua lly  is not d e s ig n ed  to m e e t .”

W ally’s World Is a World of Children 
T h e  m is s io n  s ta te m en t  o f  W a l ly ’s o rg a n iz a t io n  says 

that its pu rp o se  is “ex ten d in g  love and  co m p ass io n ,  by 
m in is te r in g  to nee d y  ch i ld ren ,  re leas ing  them  from  the 
b o n d a g e  o f  p o v e r ty  and  en a b l in g  them  to b ec o m e  fu l ­
f i l led  adu lts  by nur tu r ing  such ch i ld ren  th rough  support,  
ed u ca t io n ,  train ing,  and  gu id a n ce  to be C hris t ian  in faith 
a n d  d e e d ;  be  r e s p o n s i b le  m e m b e r s  o f  th e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  
c h u rc h e s ,  and  c o m m u n i t ie s ;  [w ho  are ab le  to] suppo r t  
th e m se lv es  and  share  with  o thers  in need; and, m a in ta in  
the ir  physica l  well  b e in g .”

W ally  has  a lw a y s  b e e n  in te re s te d  in m in i s te r in g  to 
ch i ld ren  and  y o u n g  people .  A s  a youngster,  he b ec am e  
invo lved  in scouting .  A s  a teenager ,  he spent every  s u m ­
m e r  w o rk in g  in B oy  S cout cam ps.

W a l ly  s t i l l  lo v e s  s c o u t in g .  “ I h a v e  al l  th e  h ig h e s t  
ranks  in s c o u tin g ,” W ally  told m e  w h en  I v is i ted  his of-

The most precious commodity 
that the poor possess is their 
children.

W ally  exp la ins ,  “ W e are not a re l ie f  agency. W e 
do  not p lan t  c h u rc h es  to  co m p e te  w ith  m is s io n ­
ary  churches .  W e support ,  w e  d o n ’t c o m p e te .” 
“W e d e s ig n e d  o u r  m in i s t r y ,” W a l ly  sa y s ,  “ to  se rv e  

children w h o  are  a l ready  in to u ch  w ith  o r  can  be  rea ch ed  
by evange l ica l  c h u rc h e s  an d  schoo ls .  W e on ly  w o rk  with  
e v a n g e l ic a ls — th o s e  w h o  p r e a c h  th e  g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  
Christ as the  a n s w e r  to  o u r  h u m a n  p re d ic a m e n t .” 

“F u rth e r ,” W ally  e x p la in s ,  “ w e o n ly  w o rk  in a f f i l ia ­

fice in C o lo ra d o  S prings .  “ I 'm  an  E agle  S cou t w ith  45 
m eri t  badges .  I h av e  the  h ighes t  rank  in S ea Scou ting ,  
and  in E x p lo re r  S co u t in g .”

M o st  o f  his adul t  m in is try  has  been  d ed ica ted  to ch i l ­
d ren .  A f te r  g r a d u a t in g  f ro m  O l iv e t  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e  
( O N U ) ,  h e  w e n t  to  N a z a r e n e  T h e o l o g ic a l  S e m in a ry .  
D u r i n g  h i s  s e m i n a r y  y e a r s ,  he  p l a n t e d  a  N a z a r e n e  
ch u rc h  in Butler,  M issouri .

T h e  c h u rc h  at B u t le r  go t  started  w ith  kids. A s  W ally 
a n d  M a ry  w e re  m o v in g  in to  a h o u s e  in B u t le r ,  th re e  
b o y s  n o t i c e d  th e m  c a r r y in g  in  s c o u t in g  g e a r — te n ts ,  
packs ,  and  c a n o e  padd les ,  etc. T h e  boys  sa id  to  Wally, 
“ Boy, you  m u s t  really  like to  c a m p .”

“ I love c a m p in g ,” W ally  replied . “ B y  the way, boys,  
d o  you  go  to  S unday  S choo l a n y w h e re ? ”

“ N o ,” they  echoed .
“ I ’ll m a k e  you  a deal.  You be here S a tu rday  m orn ing ,  

e a c h  o f  you ,  w ith  tw o  m a tch es ,  tw o  slices o f  b read ,  tw o 
eg g s ,  tw o  s lices  o f  bac o n ,  a n u m b e r  10 tin  can ,  and  a 
kn ife .  N o th in g  e lse .  W e ’ll g o  o u t  in to  the  w o o d s  and  
have  a  real c a m p e r ’s b reakfast .  Your part o f  the deal is 
tha t you  g o  to  S u n d ay  S chool w ith  m e  the nex t day .”

To m a k e  a long  story  short,  one  y ea r  later, the B u tle r  
C h u rc h  o f  the N az a ren e  w as  organ ized .  “ I th ink w e had  
a b o u t  28 c h a r te r  m e m b e r s , ” W a lly  sa id ,  “ all o f  th e m  
a u n t s ,  u n c l e s ,  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  p a r e n ts ,  a n d  s ib l in g s  o f  
those  th ree  boys  I took  ca m p in g .”
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W ally  and M ary Erickson with one of their sponsored teens in 
Indonesia (above).
W ally  with a Compassion sponsored Korean girl (left).

W ally w en t on  to pas to r  N az a ren e  ch u rc h es  in A rc h ­
dale,  N orth  C aro l ina ,  W in am a c ,  Ind iana ,  and, at age  33, 
p a s to re d  the  la rges t  c h u r c h  on the  N o r th w e s t  In d ia n a  
District,  F irs t C h u rch  o f  the N azarene ,  H a m m o n d ,  In d i­
ana.

But W ally co u ld  not get aw a y  from  a bu rden  to m in is ­
ter to needy  ch ild ren .  “ I d isc o v e red  that k ids  sit t ing  on 
the back  p ew  tu rned  m e  o f f  w h en  I p reached .  But w hen  
I took  those  sam e kids and  put them  in a c a m p in g  s i tua ­
t ion, they  l is tened w ith  all the ir  h ea r ts ,” W ally  said. “ I 
h ad  so m e w o nderfu l  c o n v e rs io n s  and  h e a r tw a rm in g  su c ­
c e s se s  in tha t  k in d  o f  m in is try .  F ra n k ly ,  W esley ,  as  a 
pastor,  it s eem ed  like I spen t m o s t  o f  m y  tim e pou r ing  
g lue  into the c o n g re g a t io n  to  k ee p  th in g s  f rom  fall ing  
apart.  T h a t  w a s n ’t m y  spir i tua l  gift ,  but w o rk in g  w ith  
c h i ld re n  an d  y o u n g  p eo p le  in in fo rm a l  s e t t in g s  w as .  I 
said to m yse lf ,  ‘T h a t ’s w ha t  I w an t  to d o . ’ ”

So  in 1967, W ally  te am e d  up w ith  a sm all opera t ion  
in C h ic a g o  ca lled  C o m p ass io n ,  w h ich  w o rk e d  with  K o ­

rean  ch i ld ren  in need. W ally  and  M a ry  w o rk e d  fo r  four  
and  a h a l f  yea rs  in K orea .  T h e y  th e n  r e tu rn ed  to  the U.S. 
fo r  a short t im e  befo re  W ally  p io n e e re d  C o m p a s s io n  In­
t e rn a t io n a l’s w o rk  in Lat in  A m er ic a .

A fte r  all these  years ,  W ally  still b e l iev e s  tha t ch i ld ren  
shou ld  be the  p r im ary  ta rge t  o f  h u m a n i ta r ia n  an d  e v a n ­
gelica l m in is tr ies .  “ M a n y  ad u l ts  h av e  a l ready  m a d e  d e ­
c is ions  that will a ffec t th e m  nega tive ly ,  they  will h ave  to 
ask  for  g rac e  ju s t  to  e n d u re  o r  s u rv iv e ,” W ally  said. “ But 
k ids  are  still fo rm a tiv e ,  p l iab le ,  they  are  still open .  T hey  
are  in n o c en t ,  th e ir  fa ith  is s im p le .  W o rk in g  w ith  them  
you  can  red e em  a w h o le  l ife .”

“ I tell you ,  W esley, i t ’s a lot be t te r  to  w ork  on  the  p re ­
v en ta t iv e  s ide  th a n  on  the  c u r in g  s ide  o f  h u m a n  p r o b ­
le m s .”

W ally  b e l iev e s  tha t m a n y  ch u rc h e s  and  m is s io n a r ie s  
h a v e  d o n e  th in g s  u p s id e  d o w n  a n d  b a c k w a r d s .  T h e y  
t h i n k  th e y  h a v e  to  w in  w a g e  e a r n i n g  a d u l t s  so  the  
c hu rch  can  pay its way. W ally  th inks  this  is a d ram atic  
m is take .  “ All h u m a n i ty  is ex ac t ly  the s a m e ,” W ally  says. 
“ P eop le  e v e ry w h e re  are  exactly ,  e x a c t ly  the  sa m e  at one 
po in t .  A n d  tha t  is tha t  if  y o u  ta k e  an  in te re s t  in the ir  
ch i ld ren ,  you  have  the a t ten t ion  o f  m o m  and  dad .  A  fa­
m o u s  b o o k  sa y s  ‘A  l i t t le  c h i ld  sh a l l  lead  t h e m . ’ I ’m 
te l l in g  y o u  it w o rk s  all o v e r  the  w o r ld — A fr ic a ,  Asia ,  
Haiti,  K o re a ."

W ally’s World Is a World o f Compassion
• You are not a ro u n d  Rev. W. H. E r ick so n  very  long  un ­

til y o u  k n o w  tha t y o u  are in the  p re se n c e  o f  a te n d e r ­
hear ted ,  d ee p ly  sp ir itua l C h r is t ian  w h o  loves G o d — and 
ch ild ren .  I w o u ld n ' t  be  su rp r ised  if  his favo r ite  song  is 
“ R ed  and  yellow , b lack  and  w hite ,  they  are  p rec ious  in 
H is sight,  Je su s  loves  the little ch i ld ren  o f  the  w o r ld .”

As Dr. D o n  M iller,  a  C o m p a s s io n  In terna t ional  staff 
m e m b e r  to ld  m e ,  “ W a l ly  is a b e a u t i f u l  g u y  w h o  will
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never  s tand  up  and  w a v e  h is  o w n  flag. In a qu ie t,  godly, 
d isc ip lined  way, h e ’s m a d e  a real d if fe rence  in m y  life. 
A n d ,  he  h a s  m a d e  a d i f f e r e n c e  in C o m p a s s i o n — his  
co m pass ion  is w h a t  fue ls  C o m p a s s io n .”

W a l ly  j o i n e d  C o m p a s s i o n ,  a t in y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  in  
1967. In 1974, he  w a s  m a d e  v ice  p res iden t,  and  in 1975 
Wally b e c a m e  p res iden t.  T h e  m in is try  has  g ro w n  s te ad i­
ly un d er  W a l ly ’s g if te d  adm in is t ra t ion .  C o m p a s s io n  In ­
t e r n a t i o n a l  n o w  h a s  41 1 
e m p l o y e e s  w o r l d w i d e ,  
p lus  se v e ra l  h u n d r e d  v o l ­
unteers .  T h e  1993 b u d g e t  
is $50  m il l ion .  S ince  1958, 
s o m e  $ 3 5 0  m i l l i o n  h a s  
b e e n  c h a n n e l e d  to  s o m e  
1.5 m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  in  
som e 32  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the  
world.

C o m p a s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  b u i l d  i t s  o w n  c h u r c h e s  o r  
schools, rather,  it w o rk s  w ith  ex is t ing  ch u rc h es ,  schools ,  
and o th e r  e v a n g e l ica l  in s t i tu t ions  ass is t ing  th e m  in m in ­
istering to  ch i ld ren  an d  you th .  T h e i r  p r inc ipa l  m e th o d s  
include su p p o r t in g  c h u rc h  schoo ls ,  s tuden t cen te rs ,  ch i ld  
sponsorsh ip ,  and  F am ily  H e lp e r  Projects .

M an y  N a z a re n e  ch i ld ren  bene f i t  f rom  F am ily  H elpe r  
Projects.  T h e s e  are  c a s h  g ran ts  g iv e n  to  p o o r  fam i l ie s  
w h o  w a n t  to  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to  s c h o o l .  M a n y  
N azarenes  are be in g  e d u c a te d  th ro u g h  this  ministry . F o r  
exam ple ,  37 N a z a re n e  fam il ie s  in B o l iv ia  (as o f  Jan u ary  
1992) are in C o m p a s s i o n ’s F am ily  H e lp e r  P ro jects .

W h e n  I a sk ed  ab o u t  a typ ica l  C o m p a s s io n  opera tion ,  
Don M il le r  and  W ally  E r ic k so n  to ld  m e  ab o u t  K ibera .  
K ibera is one  o f  the  la rges t  and  fou les t  s lum s in all o f  
Africa. It lies ju s t  a short d is tan c e  f ro m  the  bustl ing  and  
tourist-filled sh o p s  o f  N a irob i ,  K enya .

M ost K ib e ra  res iden ts  live in one  o r  tw o - ro o m  m u d  
huts w ith  tin  roofs. A  few  pit to ile ts  are sca tte red  a round  
the area, bu t  to  w a lk  to  schoo l o r  go  to the  store,  c h i l ­
dren h a v e  to  j u m p  o v e r  s e v e ra l  o p e n  s e w a g e  d i tc h es .  
Water is sc arce  and  has  to be p u rch a sed  at fo u r  cen ts  a 
pail. T h e re  is no  e lec tricity ,  and  at n igh t  the  light from  
kerosene  la n te rn s  f i l te r ing  th ro u g h  the  sm o k e  o f  th o u ­
sands o f  ch a rco a l  f ires c rea te s  an  eerie ,  s m o g g y  glow.

In the m id d le  o f  this  sp raw lin g  sea  o f  h u m a n i ty  is the 
K ibera C h u rc h  o f  G o d .  In 1987, the ch u rc h  w as  s t ru g ­
gling. T h e  S u n d a y  S ch o o l  a v e ra g e d  25, an d  so m e  100 
adults a t ten d e d  c h u rc h  se rv ices .  T h e  p as to r  had  a v is ion  
for rea ch in g  the  p eop le ,  but lay  leade rsh ip  an d  expe r t ise  
were lack ing . In N o v e m b e r  o f  1987, the K ib era  ch u rch  
form ed a p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  C o m p ass io n .

T h e  j o i n t  C o m p a s s i o n / K i b e r a  c h u r c h  p r o g r a m  h a d  
several k ey  e lem en ts .
1. The Saturday Bible Club

They  w an te d  to  ad d re ss  first the sp ir itua l n ee d s  o f  the 
children. A  S a tu rd ay  B ib le  C lu b  w as  b e g u n  w ith  lots o f  
i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e .  B i b l e  m e m o r y ,  
singing, d ra m a ,  and  so lid  B ib le  s tud ies  and  s tories  gave  
the ch i ld ren  lots  o f  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  learn  ab o u t  Chris t .  
Parents w ere  inv ited  to  so m e  fu n c t io n s  fo r  th e m  as well ,  
and it w a s n ’t lo n g  be fo re  m a n y  c h i ld ren  inv ited  Je sus  in ­
to the ir  hearts .

2. Help with School Work
T h e  n ex t  p r io ri ty  w as  to  be  sure the ch i ld ren  w ere  in 

schoo l and  tha t they  had  the help  they  n ee d ed  to  s tay  in 
sc h o o l  an d  p ro g re s s .  H e lp  w i th  c lo th in g ,  b o o k s ,  s u p ­
p l ie s ,  a n d  o th e r  e s s e n t i a l s — y e s ,  e v e n  l a n t e r n s — g o t 
th e m  sta r ted  and  m a d e  h o m e  study  poss ib le  af te r  hours. 
C ro w d e d  c la ss ro o m s  and  po o r ly  t ra ined  teachers  m ean t 
that m o s t  ch i ld ren  really  had  to s trugg le  to pass  year-end

e x a m s — e x t r a  h e l p  w i t h  
h o m e w o r k  w a s  a m u s t .  
V o lun tee rs  b e g a n  tu to r in g  
a s  a r e g u l a r  p a r t  o f  th e  
p ro g ra m ;  soon  r e g u la r  r e ­
p o r ts  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  e x ­
p la in in g  an y  sp e c ia l  e d u ­
cational needs and progress 
o f  a l l  C o m p a s s i o n - s p o n ­
sored  ch ild ren .

3. Health M onitoring
It w a s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  to  m a i n t a i n  th e  c h i l d r e n ’s 

hea lth .  A  C h u rc h  o f  G o d  m is s io n a ry  nu rse  h e lp ed  out 
ea r ly  on  to  sc reen  all the ch ild ren ,  a rrange  t rea tm en t  for 
those  w ith  p rob lem s,  and  beg in  reg u la r  hea lth  ch e ck u p s  
a n d  h e a l t h  t r a i n i n g .  A n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e  p r o j e c t  
c o u ld n 't  p ro v id e  food  for  the ch i ld ren  du r ing  the w eek , 
they  felt  it w a s  im p o r ta n t  to  p ro v id e  a n o u r ish in g  ho t

lunch fo r  the  ch i ld ren  on Satu rdays .  T h e  m o th e rs  s igned  
up on  a ro ta t ion  bas is  to he lp  out w ith  the coo k in g ,  and 
the p rog ram  w as  underw ay.

4. Parents’ Meetings
T h e  C h u r c h  b e g a n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  to  th e  p a r e n t s  

th ro u g h  reg u la r  p a re n ts ’ m ee t ings ,  and  g ave  them  an o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  to  g iv e  s u g g e s t io n s  as  to  h o w  the  p r o g r a m  
co u ld  be im proved .  A ctiv it ie s  and  learn ing  oppo r tun it ie s  
w ere  p r io ri t ized  w ith  the ir  input.  M a n y  paren ts  b e g a n  to 
pa r t ic ipa te  regularly . T h e y  w ere  very  in s trum enta l  in a r ­
t ic u la t in g  the  p r o b le m s  an d  s u g g e s t in g  p o s s ib le  s o lu ­
tions ,  as w e l l  as p a r t ic ip a t in g  reg u la r ly  in  c o o k in g ,  in

“A t that point, people all over the 
world are exactly the same—I  
mean exactly the same.”

In Zaire, W ally speaks to a group of children enrolled in a 
Compassion partnership program.

June 1993 13



W ally  Erickson with a Boy Scout troop sponsored by Compassion in 
Bandong, Indonesia (above).
Dr. Phyllis Perkins of Nazarene Bible College presents a plaque to 
W ally  Erickson on behalf of the Board of General Superintendents of 
the Church of the Nazarene. The plaque reads: The Board of General 
Superintendents of the International Church of the Nazarene 
expresses its deepest gratitude and sincere appreciation to Rev. 
W allace H. Erickson, President of Compassion International, for his 
tremendous support of and partnership with the Church of the 
Nazarene in serving needy children throughout the world (upper right).
W ally  Erickson visits with two boys sponsored by Compassion in 
Thailand (right).

the co m m u n i ty  c lea n u p  c a m p a ig n ,  and  in var ious  o the r  
activities.
5. Home Visits

P ersonal v isits  by  vo lun tee rs  and  c h u rc h  s ta ff  to  the 
c h i ld r e n ' s  h o m e s  b e c a m e  a p a r t  o f  the  p r o g r a m ,  too .  
T h is  h e lp e d  in d e v e lo p in g  c a s e  h i s to ry  f i le s  on  e a c h  
ch i ld  with  part icu lars  abou t h is  o r  h e r  h o m e ,  ind iv idual  
needs ,  school g rades,  S a tu rday  a t tendance ,  and  o th e r  in ­
form ation .
6. Learning Opportunities

S u p p le m e n ta ry  p r o g ra m s  w e re  a r r a n g e d  d u r in g  the  
w eek ,  focusing  on  tu to r ing  and  C hr is t ian  educa t ion .  T he  
resu lts  w ere  im press ive :  In 1988, n ine  sp o n so red  c h i l ­
d ren  p laced  n u m b e r  1, 2, o r  3 in the ir  c lasses .  By 1992, 
65 o f  the p ro g ra m  ch i ld ren  p laced  1, 2, o r  3.

In add i t ion  to fo rm a l schoo ling ,  p ro g ra m s  w ere  also  
d e v e lo p e d  fo r  n o n f o rm a l  e d u c a t io n .  C h i ld r e n  v is i te d  
p la c e s  like  a g r ic u l tu r a l  f a r m s ,  the  a n im a l  o r p h a n a g e ,  
m a n u fa c tu r in g  industries ,  and  m a d e  a trip to  the  coas t  to 
v isi t s is ter p ro jec ts ,  co m p e te  in football ,  vo lleybal l ,  and  
o the r  sports.

H an d s -o n  tra in ing  in safety, acc iden t  p reven tion ,  first 
aid , as well as in fo rm ation  rega rd ing  haz a rd s  a ro u n d  the 
v illage ,  he lped  cu t  d o w n  on  m in o r  in juries. S o m e  o lde r  
ch i ld ren  h ave  par t ic ipa ted  in  sew ing  and  ta i lo r ing  c la ss ­
es, cook ing ,  rabb it  ra is ing ,  and  o the r  use fu l  skills. A nd ,  
c h i l d r e n ’s h o m e s  h a v e  b e e n  e q u i p p e d  w i th  b la n k e ts ,  
m o sq u i to  nets,  m a ttresses ,  tow els ,  w ash  bas ins ,  and  o th ­
e r  th ings  to  m a k e  the ir  lives m o re  c lean  and  safe.

7. Church Growth and Sound Developm ent
V acation  B ib le  S ch o o ls  w ere  co n d u c te d  du r ing  school 

v aca t ions ,  B ib les  w ere  d is t r ib u ted  to  all ch i ld ren ,  and a 
s m a l l  r e l i g io u s  l ib r a ry  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  A  c h i ld r e n ’s 
c h o i r  w a s  e s ta b l ish e d  w ith  d ru m s  a n d  f lu te s  and  other 
in s t ru m e n ts  p u r c h a s e d  w i th  C o m p a s s i o n  fu n d s .  Bible 
d ram a ,  m e m o ry  verses ,  and  c o m m u n i ty  w itness ing  be­
c a m e  a reg u la r  part o f  the  p rog ram . C h i ld re n  were be­
c o m in g  d isc ip le s  and , no t  surp ris ing ly ,  the chu rch  began 
to  g row . P re se n t ly ,  176 c h i ld r e n  are  r e g is t e r e d  in the 
C o m p a s s io n  p ro g ra m  at the ch u rc h ,  an d  m o re  than 200 
re g u la r ly  p a r t i c ip a te  in v a r io u s  ac t iv i t ie s  su p p o r ted  or 
sp u n -o ff  by  the  p rog ram .

W h i le  the  e m p h a s i s  at K ib e ra  has  b ee n  on  ministering 
to  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  a d u l t s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  inc lu d ed .  
C h u rc h  m e m b e r s h ip  has  m u s h r o o m e d  to  n ea r ly  700, and 
m o re  than  3 0 0  c h i ld ren  n o w  regu la r ly  pa r t ic ipa te  in the 
S u n d ay  S choo l.  C h u rc h  reco rd s  sh o w  tha t 120 o f  these 
ch i ld re n  a n d  4 6  o th e r  C o m p a s s io n - s p o n s o r e d  children 
h av e  c o m e  to  C h r i s t  s ince  the  c h i ld  d e v e lo p m e n t  pro­
g ra m  b e g a n  in 1987.
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T here  is n o t  sp a ce  and  t im e e n o u g h  to  tell all the  s to ­
ries that W ally  an d  D o n  p as sed  on  to m e .  S uff ice  it to 
say tha t  in 1992  p r e c i s e l y  1 4 ,0 1 8  N a z a r e n e  c h i ld r e n  
around the  w o r ld  go t C o m p a s s io n  suppor t  s im ila r  to  that 
of the K ib e ra  projec t.

C o m p ass io n  is d o in g  m o re  w o rk  these  d ays  in N orth  
A m e r i c a .  D r.  R o n  B e n e f i e l  a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s  F i r s t  
Church o f  the  N a z a re n e  are 
currently  in p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  
C o m p a ss io n  to  m in i s t e r  on  
the “ m e a n  s t r e e t s ” o f  L .A .
C o m p a s s i o n  m a k e s  a 
monthly  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the  
street k ids  m in is try  o f  B e n e ­
fiel and J e f f  Carr.  C o m p a s ­
sion a l s o  d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  
to w a rd  a s t r e e t  m i n i s t r i e s  
van . T h e  m i n i s t r y  is  s u c ­
ceed ing .  E v e n  as  y o u  re a d  
th i s ,  e i g h t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
from the  r iot t o m  s tree ts  o f  L o s  A n g e le s  are  f in ish in g  
their first y e a r  at a N a z a re n e  co l lege .  “ W o rk in g  together ,  
Dr. B enefie l,  C o m p a ss io n ,  and  a n o th e r  ag e n cy  se lec ted  
eight y o u n g  h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s , ” W a l ly  E r i c k s o n  
said, “ a n d  w e  h a v e  p r o v id e d  a s c h o la r s h ip  g r a n t  fo r  
them to go  to  a C h r is t ian  co l lege .  All bu t  o n e  w en t  to 
N o r th w e s t  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e ,  I th in k .  N N C  p r o v id e d  
some sort o f  m a tc h in g  sc h o la rsh ip .”

W ally’s World Is a World of Service to Christ
W ally ’s w o rld  is a w o rld  o f  ch i ld ren ,  a w o rld  o f  c o m ­

passion, and  a w orld  tha t has  C h r is t  at the  hub.
As a y o u n g  m a n ,  W ally  o n ce  tr ied  h is  h a n d  at se lling  

insurance. H e  w a s  a  bell r in g in g  success .  H e  w as  hea d ed

fo r  the  “ R o o k ie  o f  the  Y ear” aw a rd  and  tow ard  the “m i l ­
l iona ires  round  tab le .” W h a t  if W ally  had  s tayed  in the 
insu rance  b u s in ess?  He cou ld  h ave  spen t his  life b uy ing  
spor ts  cars,  fu r  coa ts ,  and  pala tia l  hom es .

But so m e th in g  hap p e n ed .  W ally  w as  ra ised  in I ll inois 
by  g o o d  paren ts ,  bu t  they  w ere  not chu rch  people .  Tw o 
o f  h is  uncles ,  h ow ever ,  w ere  N az a ren e  p reachers .  T h e y

e n c o u r a g e d  h is  p a r e n t s  to  
s e n d  W a l l y  t o  O l i v e t  
N a z a r e n e  C o l l e g e .  “ T w o  
w e e k s  a f t e r  I a r r iv e d ,  th e  
f a l l  r e v i v a l  c a m e  a l o n g , ” 
W ally  sa id .  “ I w e n t  to  the  
a l t a r — a n d  I w a s  w o n d e r ­
fu l ly  c o n v e r te d .  I m e a n  it 
w as  a  life ch a n g in g  e x p e r i ­
ence! I m e a n  a 180 d eg re e  
t u r n .  T a l k  a b o u t  a ‘n e w  
c re a tu re  in C hr is t  J e s u s ’—  
it h a p p e n e d  to  m e .”

A nd ,  to  b o r ro w  a line f ro m  poet R o b e r t  F ros t ,  “ tha t 
has  m a d e  all the  d if fe rence .” It m a d e  all the  d if fe rence  
in W a l ly ’s w orld ,  all the  d if fe rence  to  1.5 m il l ion  o f  the 
w o r l d ’s n ee d y  ch ild ren .

In S e p te m b e r  o f  1993, W ally  E rickson ,  65 ,  retires as 
p re s id e n t  o f  C o m p a ss io n  In ternat ional .  W e stood  in the 
p a rk in g  lo t at  h is  office. I w as  abou t to  ge t  into m y  ren t­
ed  car. I sa id  to  Wally, “ It m u s t  be  g o o d  to  s tep  into re ­
t i re m en t  k n o w in g  tha t you  h ave  d o n e  som e g o o d  in the 
w o r ld .”

W a l l y ’s e y e s  te a r e d  up ,  “ It is, W e s le y ,  it is. B u t  it 
w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  a  lot d if fe ren t  ex c ep t  fo r  the  g race  o f  
C h r is t .” tfi

“The standards o f the church 
were not difficult fo r  me to 
embrace. They were already my 
standards o f  moral conduct.”

Who Could Say a Sufficient 
Thank You?

My personal friendship with Wally Erickson goes back to 
1976, when he visited Haiti. I was a first term rookie 

missionary, and Wally was the new president of Compassion 
International. I remember having a long and very personal 
conversation with Wally at a local hotel in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti.

It was that conversation that gave me an intimate insight 
into a great man of God. Wally Erickson has no pretense. He 
is a down to earth man Of God, who say's what he means, and 
does what he says. 1 treasure his friendship.

Over the past 16 years that I have known Wally, he has nev­
er changed. During all of those 16 years, I have been privi­
leged to work closely with him and with the organization 
which he directs. For the first eight years, I was the field mis­
sionary in Haiti who had responsibility for utilizing the one- 
half million dollars of educational assistance which Compas­
sion International provides to the children of Haiti via the 
Church of the Nazarene school system. More recently, my 
working relationship with Wally has been with him as head of 
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, which gives guidance to 
the more than $2 million of annual assistance which Compas-

.
sion International provides for the development of Nazarene 
young people around the world. No one person will ever be 
able to say a sufficient thank you to Wally Erickson and to 
Compassion International for all that they are doing for devel­
oping Nazarene educated young people around the world. But 
at least this little tribute is a start in the right direction.

I know that Wally has received many accolades and awards 
from many organizations. In fact, the Board of General Su­
perintendents recently awarded Wally with a plaque of appre­
ciation. However, whenever I have visited Wally’s office, the 
office of President of Compassion International, there was 
one “award” that always caught my eye. It is Wally’s ordina­
tion certificate from the Church of the Nazarene. I have been 
so proud to know Wally, and to know how much he loves the 
people called Nazarenes. .

Thank you Wally, thank you for being my friend personal­
ly, and for being a friend to literally thousands of Nazarene 
educated young people around the world who would never 
have been able to attend school had it not been for an obedi­
ent Christian gentleman named Wally Erickson.

— Steve W eber
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“God, I  want to 
trust you, but I just 

’t understand”



O
m in o u s  c lo u d s  h u g g e d  the 
I t r e e to p s .  T h e  s t i f f  w in d  
I f u n n e l l e d  i c y  a i r  b e -  
f tw ee n  the  b u t to n s  o f  m y  

t r e n c h  c o a t ,  w r a p p i n g  
m y  to rso  in a b o n e -c h i l l ­

ing shiver. H ere  in the  ro ll ing  hills 
o f  w e s te rn  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  e v e n  n a ­
ture s e e m e d  to  be  s p e w in g  o u t  its 
wrath o f  resen tm en t .

I s t o o d  s t u n n e d ,  s t a r i n g  a t  th e  
gap ing  g ra v e  tha t  w a i ted  to sw a l lo w  
e i g h t - y e a r - o ld  R o b b i e ,  m y  o ld e s t  
son. It s e e m e d  so  c r u d e ,  so  h e a r t ­
less— the ro c k s  and  dirt ju s t  w a i t ing  
to co v e r  h im  up.

M y fee lings  f ired  o f f  w ild ly , like 
b u l l e t s  r i c o c h e t i n g  t h r o u g h  m y  
w hole  body ,  un til  m y  e m o t io n s  f i ­
nally fell n u m b .

A s  t h e  c a s k e t  d e s c e n d e d ,  m y  
mind f illed w ith  im a g es  o f  R obb ie .  
Jum ping  w ith  g lee  at h o m e  p la te  a f ­
te r  h i s  f i r s t  h o m e  r u n .  G r i n n i n g  
broadly  as he  t r iu m p h e d  o v e r  m e  in 
a recen t g a m e  o f  ch e ck e rs .  P u ll ing  
our tw ins  for  a r ide  in his red w a g ­
on. O n ce  aga in  R o b b ie  w as  peer ing  
dow n at m e  from  o u r  b ac k y a rd  tree 
h o u s e  w i t h  a s h e e p i s h  g r i n — h is  
m ou th  b u lg in g  w ith  secre t  cook ies .

A n o th e r  m o v e m e n t  o f  the  caske t  
jo l ted  m e  to  a t te n t io n ,  as the  half-  
v i s i b le  b o x  s l i p p e d  r a p i d l y  f r o m  
sight. M y  fan ta sy  o f  R o b b ie  s o m e ­
day  b e c o m in g  a s u r g e o n ,  l ike  m e ,  
sank in to  the  h o le  w ith  h is  ca ske t .  
Its d e c o r a t i o n s  s e e m e d  c h e a p  an d  
m e a n in g le s s— e v e n  r e p u ls iv e — and  
unw orthy  o f  the m o m e n t .

In u t te r  d e s p a i r  I g a z e d  th ro u g h  
the  d a r k  o v e r c a s t  t o w a r d  h e a v e n .  
H eaven  s e e m e d  fa in t and  far  away. 
But its p r o m is e  o f f e re d  a sh a f t  o f  
light: the  hope  1 w o u ld  see R obb ie  
again— a rea so n  fo r  l iv ing  today.

R obb ie  p ac k ed  a lot o f  pu n ch  in ­
to h is  e ig h t  s h o r t  y e a r s .  H is  f i r s t  
bat t le  w a s  ju s t  to  be  b o rn .  R o b b ie  
c a m e  t h r o u g h  b i r th  a b it  b r u i s e d ;  
o th e r  p r o b le m s  led  to  s u r g e r y  b e ­
fore he  w as  th ree  d a y s  old. B u t he 
bou n ce d  b ac k  s trong.

W h e n  h e  to o k  h is  f i r s t  w o b b ly  
s te p s ,  h is  s ta id ,  m e d ic a l ly  t r a in e d  
p aren ts  a lm o s t  w en t  b a n a n a s ,  as if  
no ch i ld  had  e v e r  d o n e  it before .

W h ile  w e  l ived  in F rance ,  he  a t ­
tended  the  local F re n c h  schoo l,  and

a n e ig h b o r  d esc r ib ed  his  F re n ch  as 
“ a b s o lu te ly  n a t iv e .” O n ly  his  mili-  
t a r y - s t y l e  h a i r c u t  r e v e a l e d  h i s  
A m e r ic a n  roots.  R o b b ie  c o u l d n ’t r e ­
s i s t  t h e  a r o m a  o f  f r e s h l y  b a k e d  
F re n c h  b r e a d  a n d  lo v e d  to  n ib b le  
b i t e - s i z e  c h u n k s  o n  h is  w a y  b a c k  
from  the  bakery.

By th ird  g rade ,  w e had  m o v e d  to 
P en n sy lv a n ia  and  e n jo y ed  en g a g in g  
fa th e r-so n  ta lks  and  h igh ly  sp ir ited  
wiffle  ball gam es.

O n  H a l lo w e e n  he w e n t  t r ick -o r-  
t rea t ing ;  he  sp o o k e d  the  n e ig h b o rs  
and  w a s  t r e a te d  to  so m e  ju ic y  red 
apples .

N e x t ,  w e  s t a c k e d  th e  w i n t e r ’s

f i re w o o d  in the  b a s e m e n t  together .  
He lea rned  h o w  to s tack  it well ,  so 
t h e  p i l e  w o u l d  s t a n d  s o l i d  a n d  
s tra igh t.  H is  ey e s  se a rch e d  m y  face 
for  app rova l,  say ing , “ Feel this  one 
D ad ,  so lid  as a rock; i t ' l l  n ev e r  fall 
d o w n .”

O n e  e a r ly  N o v e m b e r  m o r n in g ,  
w e  w e n t  “ h u n t i n g ” in th e  a u tu m n  
w o o d s .  H e  w a s  s w i m m i n g  in m y  
ves t ,  but he  h ad  a ball.  H e  k ic k e d  
h e a p s  o f  c o l o r f u l  l e a v e s ,  w h i c h  
s p la s h e d  o u t  a h e a d  o f  e v e r y  s tep .  
S u d d e n l y  a c o t t o n t a i l  l e a p e d  in

Couldn’t God 
have granted him 
ju s t one more step 
so he could he 
here beside me?

front o f  h im , rocke t ing  tow ard  som e 
nea rby  brush.

“T h e r e  g o es  o n e ,  D a d d y ! ” R o b ­
bie shou ted ,  po in ting  with  his  w a lk ­
ing  s t ick .  “ B a n g ,  b a n g ! ” I s m o t h ­
e r e d  h im  in w a r m  h u g s ,  a n d  w e  
r o l le d  in th e  d r i f t s  o f  d ry  le a v e s ,  
g igg l ing  and  laughing.

Ju s t  fou r  d ay s  la te r  w h ile  c r o s s ­
ing the road  to  ca tch  his school bus 
in f ro n t  o f  o u r  h o m e ,  R o b b ie  w as  
s truck  by a  car. He a lm o s t  m a d e  it 
ac ross .  Instead ,  he  c ru m p le d  at the 
r o a d ’s e d g e .  R o b b i e  n e e d e d  o n ly  
one m o re  step. It w as  a lm o s t  a  near  
m iss.

B u t  a l m o s t  d i d n ’t c h a n g e  a n y ­
thing.

In a s c re a m in g  a m b u la n c e ,  s e c ­
o n d s  t i c k e d  a w a y  a s  l i f e  d r a in e d  
from  his body. By the tim e the a m ­
b u la n c e  r e a c h e d  th e  h o s p i t a l ,  h is  
s i tuation  w as  hopeless .

A s  a s u r g e o n  w h o  h a d  h e l p e d  
o th e r s  to  l iv e ,  I c o u ld  o n ly  s ta n d  
and  pace w ith  m y  o w n  son. I could  
on ly  w a i t . . . w h ile  R obb ie  died.

A t the  fu n era l  h o m e ,  b e fo re  the  
first pub lic  v iew ing ,  I had  m y  final 
f a the r-son  “ ta lk ” w ith  m y  buddy. I 
s t r a i n e d  to  f o c u s  o n  th e  l i f e l e s s  
f o r m  b e f o r e  m e .  I f e l t  p a i n  a n d  
e m p t i n e s s  in  m y  c h e s t ,  a s  i f  m y  
heart h ad  been  to m  out o f  me.

R o b b ie  w a s  d r e s s e d  in h is  n e w  
blue suit; he looked  too  sharp  to  be 
dead.  H e liked to  p lay  p o ssu m , ac t ­
ing like he  w as  s leep ing , then  ju m p  
up  w ith ,  “ S u rp r ise ,  I w a s n ’t s le e p ­
in g .” I w is tfu l ly  looked  fo r  h im  to 
j u m p  o u t  o f  th a t  c a s k e t  a n d  y e l l ,  
“ S urpr ise ,  D ad ,  I ’m  not dead , but I 
rea l ly  had  y o u  w o rr ie d  th is  t im e ! ” 
But he rem a in ed  s tone still.

I s tu m b led  for  w o rd s  to  tell h im  
m y  fe e l in g s ,  t a lk in g  to  m y s e l f  yet 
h o p in g  so m e h o w  he co u ld  read  m y  
spirit. I e x p la in e d  how  m u c h  I loved 
h i m  a n d  h o w  e m p t y  I w o u l d  b e  
w ithou t  him.

I though t  o f  the grea t  t im es  w e ’d 
had :  b u i ld in g  t ree  h o u se s ,  p la y in g  
ball, f ish ing  at P ine  L ake ,  and  ta k ­
ing ca m p in g  trips. A n d  I shared  m y  
r e g r e t s :  m y  j a m m e d  a n d  u n p r e ­
d i c t a b l e  s c h e d u le ,  th e  “ l e t ’s h a v e  
fun, q u ic k ly ,” t im es ,  and  the  m a n y  
t i m e s  m y  s u r g i c a l  p r a c t i c e  h a d
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sto len  a wiffle  ball g a m e  or  a c a m p ­
ing tr ip  f rom  him.

A f t e r  r e tu r n in g  h o m e  f ro m  th e  
c e m e t e r y ,  I w a l k e d  d o w n  to  th e  
road  aga in .  I p ac ed  back  and  forth  
ac ross  the acc iden t  scene ,  ch e ck ing  
it f r o m  e v e r y  a n g l e .  T h e  b l o o d  
s t a i n s  w e r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e ,  d e s p i t e  
A un t P e g ’s sc rubbing .

1 sta red  tow ard  h eaven  and  w o n ­
d ered ,  “ W h y ? ” R o b b ie  loved  G o d ,  
p ra y e d ,  rea d  h is  b ig ,  g re e n  L iv in g  
B ib le ,  a n d  w e n t  to  c h u r c h ,  e v e n  
d r a g g i n g  m e  w i t h  h im  o n  t h o s e  
d a y s  w h e n  I c a m e  h o m e  f ro m  the  
hosp ita l too  tired  o r  too  late.

All he  n eeded  w as  one m o re  step. 
C o u ld n ' t  G o d  have  g ran ted  h im  jus t  
o ne  m o re  s tep  so he co u ld  be here 
bes ide  m e ?

W ith  u t te r  f r u s t r a t io n ,  I k ic k e d  
so m e loose  gravel at the ro a d 's  edge 
a n d  s p u n  to w a r d  th e  h o u s e .  A s  I 
tu rned ,  m y  ey e s  spo tted  a shape ju s t  
bey o n d  the dark  b lood  stain. 1 w ent 
over, s low ly  bent d o w n , and  p icked  
it up.

A red apple ,  w ith  tw o  small bites 
missing!

I g r ipped  it firmly, ju s t  s taring. It 
w en t  ou t  o f  focus. “ R obb ie  . . . M y 
R o b b ie !”

I e x a m in e d  the  a p p le  c a re fu l ly ;  
s lo w ly  r o l l in g  it a ro u n d  to  see  all 
s id e s  f ro m  e v e ry  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  l ike 
G o d  v ie w s  th e  w o r l d  f ro m  e v e r y  
perspec tive .  U n like  G od ,  1 w as  t ry ­
in g  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  a l l  “ th e s e  
th in g s” co u ld  poss ib ly  w o rk  to g e th ­
e r  for  good.

I l o o k e d  in to  th e  sky .  “ G o d ,  1 
w an t to  trus t  You, but I ju s t  d o n ’t 
u n d e rs ta n d .  G iv e  m e  s o m e th in g  to 
he lp  m e  accep t  this; heal m y  gap ing  
w o u n d s .”

T ha t  n igh t,  w hen  R uth  A nn  and  1 
finally fell into bed, we tossed  and 
tu r n e d ,  s t r u g g l in g  fo r  th a t  e lu s iv e  
sleep. T h e n  R uth  A nn  rolled  tow ard  
me.

“ H o n ,  1 j u s t  t h o u g h t  o f  s o m e ­
t h i n g .  M a y b e  G o d  s o m e h o w  
w a r n e d  R o b b ie  th is  w a s  g o in g  to  
h a p p e n .  M a y b e  R o b b i e  s o m e h o w  
sensed  so m e th in g  w a s n ' t  ju s t  r igh t .”

1 w o n d ered  w hy  she sa id  that.
“ Y o u  k n o w ,  h e  h u g g e d  a n d  

k i s s e d  m e  g o o d - b y e ,  l ike  a lw a y s ,  
a n d  le f t  to  go  o u t  to  the  b us  stop .

T h e n ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i m e  e v e r ,  he  
c a m e  back  into the house .  I though t  
he  m a y  h a v e  fo rg o t te n  s o m e th in g ,  
but he sa id  no, he h a d n ’t.

“ He p u t  d o w n  h is  u m b r e l l a  and  
s a id  s h e e p i s h l y ,  ‘M o m m y ,  I j u s t  
w a n te d  to  h u g  and  k iss  y o u  ag a in ,  
and  tell you  h o w  m u c h  I rea lly  love 
y o u , ’ an d  w e  e n jo y e d  a g o o d  long  
h u g ,  a n d  th e n  h e  w a s  g o n e .  T h e  
n e x t  t h i n g  w a s  t h o s e  h o r r i b l e ,  
sc reech ing  b rak e s !”

I w o n d e r e d .  D id  G o d  s o m e h o w  
w a r n  R o b b i e ?  D id  H e  m a k e  h im

My fantasy o f  
Robbie becoming 
a surgeon, like 
me> sank into that 
dark hole.

feel insecure  o r  g ive  h im  so m e o th ­
e r  un u su a l  fee l in g  so he  w o u ld  re ­
turn  for  that one  last long  hug?  F o r  
o u r  sake?  S o  w e  co u ld  k n o w  it w as 
all part  o f  G o d 's  p lan?

O r  w as  it ju s t  a co in c id e n ce ?
T hen  I reca lled  R o b b ie ’s m e m o ry  

verse . O n  his last S u n d ay  at chu rch ,  
R o b b ie  rec i ted  to  his  t e a c h e r  Jo h n  
3:16. “ F o r  G o d  so loved  the w orld  
that he  g ave  his  one and  on ly  son, 
tha t w h o e v e r  b e l iev e s  in h im  shall 
n o t  p e r i s h  b u t  h a v e  e t e r n a l  l i f e , ” 
R o b b ie  said. A l th o u g h  v ery  f a m i l ­
iar, the  w o rd s  o f  that verse  b u rn ed  
into me.

Tex. I th o u g h t ,  G o d  re a lly  ca res  
f o r  m e so  m u ch , to  c h o o se  to  g iv e  
u p  H is  o n e  a n d  o n ly  s o n  f o r  m y

sa k e . T h a t  a m o u n t  o f  love  se e m e d  
to o  i n c r e d ib l e  fo r  m e  to  c o m p r e ­
h e n d  w h i le  still fee l in g  the  loss  o f  
m y  f i r s t b o r n  so n .  Yet a h e a v e n l y  
F a t h e r  w h o  l o v e s  m e  t h a t  m u c h  
w o u ld n ' t  a l lo w  a n y th in g  to  hap p e n  
to m y  fam ily  that w o u ld  not “ w ork  
to g e th e r  for  g o o d .”

Jo h n  3 :16  h e lp ed  m e  en o rm o u s ly  
in m y  s t ru g g le  to  a c c e p t  R o b b ie 's  
dea th .  W as it m e re  c o in c id e n c e  that 
R o b b ie  lea rn ed  tha t v e rse  w h e n  he 
d id?  O r  w as  it b ec au se  G o d  k n ew  1 
w o u ld  n ee d  it to  te ac h  m e  tha t He 
u n d e rs to o d  exac t ly  h o w  I felt?

T o o  m a n y  c o in c id e n ce s !  I began  
to  feel G o d ’s g en t le  h a n d  touch ing  
m y  w o u n d s ,  b eg in n in g  the  healing .

It w as  the b eg in n in g  o f  accep ting  
R o b b i e ’s dea th — and  re so lv in g  with 
G o d ’s h e lp  to be a real fa the r  to my 
fo u r  o th e r  ch i ld ren  an d  a m o re  ca r­
ing  s u rg e o n .  W i th  R o b b i e ’s dea th ,  
G o d  beg a n  to  sc rape  a w a y  the  insu­
la ting  sca le s  o f  ind if fe rence  that had 
bu i l t  up  w i th  y e a r s  o f  b e in g  near, 
bu t  not a p e rso n a l  par t ,  o f  te rr ib le  
loss. R o b b ie ’s dea th  m a d e  m e  more 
v u ln e ra b le  to  fee l the  h u r ts  o f  my 
p a t ien ts  and  the ir  fam ilies .

B u t  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e ,  I s t i l l  
f o u n d  m y s e l f  m e n t a l l y  s n e a k i n g  
d o w n  to  th e  r o a d ,  m e a s u r i n g  tha t 
sh o r t  d i s t a n c e  R o b b ie  n e e d e d  and 
q u e s t io n in g  w h y  G o d  c o u ld n ' t  have 
g ran te d  h im  one  m o re  step.

T h en ,  one  d ay  as I aga in  relived 
th a t  l a s t  a w f u l  m o m e n t ,  it s t ru c k  
m e ,  like a th u n d e rb o l t  f ro m  heaven:

G o d  d id  g ran t  R o b b ie  o n e  m ore 
step. O n e  m o re  g ian t  step. N ot the 
one  m y  b ro k en  hear t  a c h ed  for, but 
o n e  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  th a n  any  
s tep  R o b b ie  c o u ld  h av e  ta k en  here 
on  earth .

I c lo sed  m y  ey e s  and  saw  it c lear­
ly: R o b b ie  r u n n in g  as  h a rd  as his 
l i t t l e  l e g s  w o u l d  t a k e  h im ,  a rm s  
p u m p i n g  a n d  h e a r t  p o u n d in g ,  the 
c a r  c o m in g  e v e r  c loser .  T h e n  God 
rea ch ed  ou t H is h an d  to R obb ie  and 
ca lled ,  " R o b b ie ,  take ju s t  one more 
s tep  . . .  to  M e .”

In hea v en ,  there  are no  accidents 
and  no  co in c id e n ce s .  R o b b ie  knows 
that,  and  n o w  I know , too.

Dr. Brandt, a surgeon and medical 
quality assurance consultant, lives in 
Beaver Falls, Pa. ^
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Y ou a re  in v ite d  to  the  e xc itin g  o p e n in g  c e le b ra tio n  se rv ic e  o f  the  G e n e ra l N Y I C onve n tion , 
W ed ne sd ay , J u ly  21, 7 :00pm , H a lls  D  & E, fe a tu r in g  Rev. Rick Power, m is s io n a ry  to  C h in a  a n d  
G e n e ra l N Y I P re s id e n t. In a dd itio n , the  new NYI theme w ill b e  in tro d u c e d  a n d  a  re p o rt on  the  N Y I 
"HEART TO HEART” offering fo r  y o u th  m in is try  in  R u s s ia ! D o n 't m iss  this, a n d  the  o th e r a c tiv itie s  
o f th e  C o n ve n tio n  th a t a re  h ig h lig h te d  b e lo w  w ith  an  o rd e r b la n k  fo r tic k e te d  e ve n ts  fo r y o u r  u se !

*  4-EVENT PACKAGE for $30 ♦
NYI Party at Union Station/Ice Skating

Thursday, July 22 /  9:00pm-Midnight 
Cost: $6

J o in  a  fe w  th o u s a n d  o f  y o u r  fr ie n d s  a t  U n io n  S ta tio n , th e  
re n o v a te d  In d ia n a p o l is  t ra in  s ta t io n  th a t  n o w  h o u s e s  
s h o p s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  a  s ta g e  a r e a  w h e r e  th e  
N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e /U n iv e r s i t y  t r a v e l l in g  g r o u p s  w i l l  
p e rfo rm . A n d ...r ig h t n e x t d o o r  is  a n  ic e -s k a tin g  r in k  th a t  

; re s e rv e d  ju s t  fo r  y o u !

Late-Nite Concert or Ice Skating
Friday, July 23 /  10:00pm-Midnight 

Cost: $3
I f  y o u  lik e  m u s ic , th is  c o n c e r t is  th e  p la c e  to  be, fe a tu r in g  
fa b u lo u s  y o u n g  N a z a re n e  ta le n t .  I f  y o u  w a n t  s o m e  
e x e rc is e ... th e  s k a t in g  r in k  is  re s e rv e d ! The p a c k a g e  p r ic e  
re q u ire s  y o u  to  c h o o s e  o n e  o f  th e s e  tw o  even ts .

A D V A N C E
A C T I V I T Y
O R D E R  F O R M

Name

Address 

C ity ___ State Zip

Phone

Local Church 

D is tr ic t_____

Number of: ____ JH Girls JH Boys  SH Girls SH Boys

Service Project
Saturday, July 24 /  8:30am-3 :OOpm 

Cost: $15
G e t re a d y  to  s w e a t a n d  g e t d ir ty  a s  a  s e rv a n t o f  J e su s  
C h ris t! H e lp  m a k e  th e  c ity  p a rk s  o f  In d ia n a p o lis  a  b e tte r  
p la c e  fo r  th e  c ity 's  fa m ilie s . B e c a u s e  th e  n a tu re  o f  th is  
e v e n t  r e q u ir e s  th a t  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  n u m b e r  o f  d e ta i le d  
p r e p a ra t io n s  b e  m a d e , t ic k e ts  m u s t  b e  p u r c h a s e d  in  
a d v a n c e  a n d  to ta l p a r t ic ip a t io n  w il l b e  lim ite d  to  1,500. 
T ic k e t p r ic e  in c lu d e s  lu n c h  a n d  o n e  a w e s o m e  t-s h ir t!

Plaza Pizza Party
Saturday, July 24 /  9:00pm-11 :OOpm 

Cost: $6
A f te r  a  d a y  o f  w o rk in g  in  th e  In d ia n a p o l is  p a rk s  a n d  
fo llo w in g  th e  S S M  e v e n in g  s e rv ic e  in  th e  D o m e , c o m e  
c e le b ra te  in  th e  P a n A m  P la za  w ith  a ll-y o u -c a n -e a t p izza , 
p o p , m u s ic  an d , o f  co u rs e , e v e ry b o d y  w h o  is  a n y b o d y !

All event tickets can be purchased on site 
at an increased price EXCEPT service project tickets, 

which are limited to the first 1,500 respondents.

ADVANCE TICKET SALES DEADLINE: JULY 1,1993

Event (PACKAGE/lndividual) Cost Quantity Total
NYI 4-EVENT PACKAGE WITH CONCERT OPTION $30

NYI 4-EVENT PACKAGE WITH ICE SKATING OPTION $30

NYI Party at Union Station I Ice Skating $6

Late-Nite Concert $3

Ice Skating (Friday) $3

Service Project (includes lunch and t-shirt) $15

Plaza Pizza Party $6

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

RETURN THIS FORM TO: NYI Ministries, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 
♦  P le a se  m ake  c h ec k s  p a ya b le  to  G en e ra l T re a s u re r *
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Strickland Chapel/Conference C enter

NBC MOVES AHEAD WITH CONSTRUCTION 
PLANS/MAKES APPOINTMENTS
The Nazarene Bible College Board of 
Trustees meeting in Colorado Springs 
Mar. 20-23 took action to move ahead 
with construction plans for the Strick­
land Chapel/Conference Center, named 
a new v ic e -p re s id e n t  fo r  ac a d e m ic  
affairs and a new registrar, and voted to 
confer NBC's first honorary doctorate.

Board Chairman Hiram E. Sanders 
welcomed Ray Bowman, building con­
sultant, and Don Jernigam architect of 
the original plans for the S trickland 
c e n te r ,  to the e x e c u t iv e  c o m m it te e  
meeting of the board. Jernigan, repre­
senting various members of  the Associ­
ation of Nazarene Building Profession­
als (ANBP) who assisted the college in 
the preliminary plans for the chapel, 
praised  the con t inu ing  efforts  being 
made to maintain the basic concepts of 
the structure while scaling down costs 
to meet the present budget. Bowman 

was reques ted  by the 
b o a rd  to c o o r d in a te  
plans for construction  
in 1994.

Phyllis Perkins was 
nam ed v ice -p re s iden t 
of academic affairs and 

Perkins dean  o f  N B C . She 
replaces Neil Wiseman who resigned 
after having served in the positions for

the past eight years. Wiseman cited his 
desire to teach full-time as the reason 
for his decision.

"Dr. Perkins brings a rich and quali­
fied background to the post of dean." 
said General Superintendent Raymond 
W. Hurn. who participated in the board 
meeting. "Besides bachelor's and mas­
ter's degrees and a doctorate o f  philos­
ophy. Dr. Perkins completed 51 hours 
o f  NBC class work to qualify  her to 
graduate from the ministerial course of 
study. She will do a splendid job."

Professor Ron Attig was appointed 
registrar. Attig has served as professor 
of speech communications and spiritual 
development since 1973.

By unanim ous recom m enda tion  of 
the board. Rev. Jack Eyestone, pastor 
o f  Puyallup. Wash.. First Church, was 
selected to receive the first honorary 
doctor o f  divinity degree from NBC. 
The degree  will be con fe rred  at the 
1993 com mencem ent where Eyestone 
will preach the baccalaureate sermon, 
according to NBC President Jerry Lam­
bert.

Currently , more than 400 students 
are enrolled on campus at NBC with 
another 900 students participating in 
course work in 28 different extension 
centers.

ANSR HOLDS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 12th annua l c o n fe re n c e  o f  the 
Association of Nazarene Sociologists 
o f  Religion (A N SR) met recently  in 
Kansas City, according to Jon Jo h n ­
ston. ANSR president. The theme of 
the c o n f e r e n c e  w as " T a k in g  O u r  
Denominational Temperature."

"The Church o f  the Nazarene was 
analyzed, as an institution, on the basis 
of five sociological criteria." said John­
ston. "T he  cr i te r ia ,  as suggested  by 
sociologist Thomas O 'D ea, are purity 
of motivation, significance of symbols, 
effective administration, m eaningfu l­
ness of rules and traditions, and the use 
of power.”

The criteria were presented by Ken­
neth  C row , p ro fe sso r ,  M id A m e ric a  
Nazarene College; Harold Young, pro­

fessor, Point Loma Nazarene College; 
Ron Benefiel. senior pastor, Los Ange­
les First Church of  the Nazarene; Russ 
B redho l t ,  m a n a g in g  d i rec to r ,  V is ta  
Consulting Group; and Richard B en­
ner, president. New College in Berke­
ley, Calif.

Responses to the papers were pro­
vided by Walter Crow, pastor. Grand 
Rapids First Church of the Nazarene; 
Jo s e p h  N ie l s o n ,  p r o f e s s o r ,  O l iv e t  
Nazarene University; Neil B. Wiseman, 
p ro fe sso r .  N az a ren e  B ib le  C o l lege ;  
Wes Tracy, editor. Herald o f  Holiness; 
and  T om  G o b le ,  A n a h e im  d i s t r i c t  
superintendent.

The keynote speaker for the confer­
ence was soc io log is t David Moberg, 
professor, Marquette University.

NATIVE AMERICAN LEADERS 
GATHER FOR CONFERENCE
Pastors, spouses, and lay leaders from 
the Navajo Nation and Southwest Indi­
an districts gathered in Chandler, Ariz., 
recently for a midyear convention. The 
m eeting  provided an opportun ity  for 
the leaders to worship together, enjoy 
fellowship, and plan for the future.

Speakers at the convention included 
three district superintendents— John R. 
Nells, Navajo  Nation; Larry Salway, 
Southwest Indian; and Bill Burch, Ari­
zona-—and Phillip  Short,  pas to r  o f  a 
new Indian work in Oklahoma City.

General Superintendent Eugene L. Stowe 
m et recently  w ith Trinidad Prim e M inister 
P a tr ic k  M an n in g  (r.). T rin id a d  D is tr ic t  
Superintendent C lifford  M answ ell is pic­
tured le ft.

STOWE MEETS WITH 
TRINIDAD PRIME MINISTER
G enera l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  E ugene  L. 
S to w e  m et w ith  P a tr ic k  M a nn ing ,  
prime minister o f  Trinidad, while in 
that country recently. Trinidad District 
Superintendent Clifford Manswell and 
J o s e p h  M u r u g a n ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  
C a r i b b e a n  N a z a r e n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Seminary, were present for the meet­
ing as well.

“The prime minister was very warm 
and cordial and expressed  apprecia­
tion for the work of  the Church of the 
N azarene  in T r in id ad ,” S tow e said. 
"He appeared to be a genuine Chris­
tian and shared a great concern about 
the moral condition of  his country.”

During the visit, Stowe and the oth­
ers presented M anning with a Bible 
and a copy of  the M anual.

20 H e ra ld  o f H o lin e ss



EWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS*
B Y  M A R K  G R A H A M  a n d  T O M  F E L D E R

Jesus (played by Ray M attlx) enters Jerusalem  surrounded by scores of children waving 
palm branches in a scene from “The V ic to r,” presented by O lathe, Kans., College Church 
of the Nazarene during the Easter season. M ore than 20 ,000  persons attended the seven 
perform ances in the church’s sanctuary. In addition to the cast of about 200 , a t least 250  
persons worked behind the scenes in many other areas.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS RECORD 
HIGH EASTER ATTENDANCE
Thirty-two N azarene churches in the 
U.S.A. reported more than I ,(XM) in atten­
dance for m orning worship on Easter 
Sunday. April 11. according to a report 
prepared by Sunday School Ministries.

Olathe. Kans.. College Church, with 
3,231, had the largest attendance. Oth­
ers in the top five included: Bethany, 
O k la . .  F irs t  (3 .21 I ); D e n v e r  F irs t  
(2,930); Pasadena. Calif.. First (2.910); 
and Puyallup. Wash. (2.401).

O k la h o m a  C i ty  F irs t  C h u r c h  on 
Easter exceeded 1,000 in morning wor­
ship for the first time in the history of 
the church, according to senior pastor 
Terry Toler. The church, which aver­
aged 675 last year, had 1,064 in two 
services.

O ther  ch u rc h es  that e x c ee d ed  the 
1,000 m a rk  on E a s t e r  '9 3  w ere :  
Nampa. Idaho, First (1,963): Wichita. 
Kans.. First (1,897); R ichm ond, Va., 
Southside (1 ,858); N ashville ,  Tenn.,  
First (1.759); Seattle. W ash..  Aurora 
(1 .508 ) ;  B r o o k ly n ,  N .Y . .  B e u la h  
(1.500): Bradenton. Fla.. First (1.495); 
Lima. Ohio. Community (1,427); Port­
land. Oreg., First (1.397); Ridgefield, 
Wash. (1.367); Olympia. Wash.. First 
(1 ,297); G ro v e  C i ty .  O h io  (1 ,235 ) ;  
Cincinnati. Ohio, Springdale (1,232); 
B a k e r s f ie ld ,  C a l i f . .  O l iv e  K n o l l s  
(1,205); Colorado Springs, Colo., First 
(1.174); Indianapolis ,  Ind.. W estside 
(1.159); Marion, Ohio, First (1,159);

C o l o r a d o  S p r in g s .  C o lo . ,  T r in i ty  
(1 ,155); Portage, Ind., First (1,119); 
Richardson, Tex. (1,100); San Diego, 
Calif.,  Mission Valley (1,097); O kla­
homa City. Okla., First (1,064); Boise, 
Idaho, First (1,034); Indianapolis. Ind., 
First (1.030); Springfield, Ohio, High 
Street (1,024); Warren Woods, Mich. 
(1,014); Detroit. Mich., First (1,011).

A total of 547,167 persons attended 
Sunday School in the U.S. and Canada 
on E as te r  S unday .  The W a sh in g to n  
Pacific District led all reporting d is­
tricts in attendance with 18,980. The 
top five d is t r ic ts  in a t ten d an ce  also 
included: C o lo rado  (15,922), S ou th ­
w estern  O hio  (14.124),  Indianapolis  
(12,929), and Kansas City (12,558).

SURVEY LOOKS AT 
MINISTRY INTENTIONS
More than one-th ird  of  all Nazarene 
college and university students in the 
U.S. are planning a career in full-time 
ministry, or are at least open to the pos­
sibility. The statistics were revealed in a 
su rv e y  o f  the  c a r e e r  in te n t io n s  o f  
Nazarene college students conducted by 
Kenneth Crow, sociologist.

At least 15 percent o f  the students 
surveyed said they were planning for a 
career in ministry. At Nazarene Theo­
logical Seminary and Nazarene Bible 
College, that figure soared to 90 per­
cent.

Another 23 percent of the students at 
Nazarene liberal arts colleges and 7 per­
cent o f  NTS and NBC students  said 
they were open to the possibility of pur­
suing ministry careers. Added together, 
38 percent of Nazarene liberal arts stu­
dents and 97 percent of NTS and NBC 
students say they are planning ministry 
careers, or are open to the idea.

The most popular future ministry role 
continues to be youth ministry, accord­
ing to Crow. The role of pastor is sec­
ond, with counse l ing  and educa t ion  
ranking third and fourth respectively.

"These results are similar to patterns 
o bserved  from 1989 through  1991,” 
Crow said.

T he  s tudy  w as sp o n s o re d  by the 
Nazarene colleges and universities, the 
Church Growth Division, and the Inter­
national Board of Education. At least 58 
percent of all Nazarene students partici­
pated in the survey.

DISTRICT NYI PRESIDENTS MEET
More than 60 district NYI presidents 
from the U.S. and Canada met in Indi­
anapolis, Ind.. recently to tour facilities 
and f ina l ize  p lans for the upcom ing  
General NYI C onvention .  The p res i­
dents also announced that China would 
be the focus of the 1994-95 NYI Mis­
sion Project.

During the m eeting  the presidents  
participated in a tour o f  the five city 
parks scheduled for revitalization as a 
part o f  the NY I se rv ice  p ro jec t .  An 
estimated 1.500 teens and youth work­
ers will be spending  a day cleaning, 
landscaping, painting, and adding new 
p la y g ro u n d  e q u i p m e n t  to  the  c i ty  
parks.

"This se rv ice  p ro jec t  expands  the 
level o f  s e r v ic e  i n v o lv e m e n t  by

Nazarene young people, which started 
at the General NYI Convention in 1985 
when teens swept through the city of 
Anaheim picking up trash," said Fred 
Fullerton, general NYI director.

The presidents also reviewed plans 
fo r  an N Y I v id e o  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  
piece. The group pledged to financially 
support the project, which will be pre­
miered at the General NYI Convention. 
The video is designed to serve as the 
voice of the NYI in the 1990s, provid­
ing program support, training, promo­
tion news, and other information.

The meeting concluded with a spe­
cial session in which Marilyn Olsen, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  C a n a d ia n  H ea l th  
Complex, addressed the issue of devel­
oping leaders in young people.
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General Superintendent W illiam  J. Prince (I.) ordained 13 elders a t the Peru Amazonas Dis­
tric t Assembly. The d is tric t includes the area w here the Aguaruna people live and is the 
site  of the grave of pioneer Nazarene missionary Esther Carson W inans.

PRINCE VISITS 
SOUTH AMERICA
G en e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  W il l ia m  J. 
Prince recently returned from the first 
o f  two 1993 tours o f  the work of the 
C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  in S o u th  
A m er ica .  The f irs t  leg took  him to 
Peru, Bolivia, Argentina, and Brazil. 
He was joined by his wife, Evelyn, and 
S o u th  A m e r ic a  R e g io n a l  D i r e c to r  
Louie Bustle and his wife, Ellen.

The visit began in Chiclayo, Peru, 
where Prince ordained three elders at 
the Peru North District Assembly. The 
missionary work of  the Church of the 
N azarene  in South  A m erica  had its 
beginning roots in Chiclayo. according 
to Prince.

T he  Peru  A lto  M a ra n o n  D is tr ic t  
Assembly, held at the church in Jaen, 
w as the  last s to p p in g  p o in t  be fo re  
entering the Amazon Jungle area. The 
d is t ric t  repor ted  12 percen t g rowth, 
despite the fact that its superintendent 
had been abducted by terrorists during 
the year. He m anaged to get free by 
paying a ransom.

M o v in g  in to  the  a re a  w h e re  the  
Aguaruna people live. Prince held the 
Peru A m az o n as  D is tr ic t  A ssem b ly ,  
ordaining 13 elders. The district reports 
76 ch u rc h es  am o n g  the A guarunas .  
While there. Prince visited the grave of 
p io n e e r  m is s io n a r y  E s th e r  C a rs o n  
Winans.

T h e  P r in c e s  and  B u s t le s  w ere  
accompanied in this area by missionary 
L arry  G a rm a n .  T h e  G a r m a n s  have  
given 28 years of service to the work 
with the Aguarunas. The denomination 
has a center o f  125 acres there, com ­

plete with a health clinic, Bible school, 
and mission church.

The next stop was Lima for the Peru 
Central District Assem bly. There he 
visited with missionaries Dan and Car­
olyn Brewer, Al and Arlene Swain, and 
M ary  M il le r .  M il le r  has  s e rv e d  38 
years in our seminary in Peru. "There 
was a great spirit at the assembly,” said 
Prince. “The district is in te rested  in 
m a k in g  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  th ru s t  in to  
Lima.”

The La Paz, Bolivia, District Assem­
bly repor ted  10 new ch u rc h es  for a 
total of 90. Prince ordained 16 elders. 2 
o f  them  w om en .  T he  d e n o m in a t io n  
now has four districts in Bolivia.

From Bolivia, it was on to Buenos 
Aires, for the Argentina Central Dis­
trict Assembly. The Central Church, 
w here  the a s s e m b ly  w as h e ld ,  w as

filled with people. Five e lders  from 
three  d is t r ic ts  w ere  o rd a in e d  in the 
evening service.

The next day saw the Princes in For­
m osa .  A rg e n t in a ,  fo r  the A rgentina  
Northeast District Assembly where the 
general superin tendent o rdained  two 
elders.

The next as sem b ly  (Braz il  Minas 
G erais)  was held in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil ,  w here  P rince o rda ined  three 
elders.  O ther  assem bl ies  held in the 
country included Brazil West Central 
(held in Brasilia), with two ordinations, 
and S ou theas t  Brazil (held  in C am ­
p in a s ) ,  w h e r e  s e v e n  m en  were 
ordained. The Southeast District saw 
90 new members join in the first month 
of 1993 year, with 68 persons baptized 
in January alone.

"T he  qual i ty  o f  the young  people 
graduating from our schools and enter­
ing pastoral ministry makes you feel 
very good about the church in Brazil," 
said Prince.

Prince also  v isi ted  the new Bahia 
District in northern Brazil. Although 
the d is tr ic t  has only  20 churches ,  it 
showed growth of 16 percent last year 
with 2 churches organized. One man 
was ordained.

Overall, in 1992 there were 43 new 
churches in Peru, 13 in Bolivia, 2 in 
Paraguay, and 14 in Brazd. During the 
trip. Prince ordained 54 elders.

"1 think South America now offers 
to the Church of  the Nazarene one of 
its greatest opportunities anywhere in 
the world," said the general superinten­
dent following his tour.

CHATTANOOGA GROUP FIRST TO ASSIST IN BERLIN ’93
A Work and Witness team from Chat­
tanooga,  Tenn.,  First C hurch  o f  the 
Nazarene was the first to help in the 
Berlin ’93 Thrust to the Cities project, 
according to Wolfgang Schwarzfisch- 
er, Berlin ’93 Work and Witness coor­
dinator and pastor o f  Jakobus Church 
of the Nazarene in Berlin.

T h e  2 0 - p e r s o n  te a m  w o rk e d  in 
M ahlow , a suburb  o f  Berlin . T here  
they renovated a former army barracks 
building which was used by East Ger­
man border guards. The building now 
houses the ICHTHYS House, a m in ­
istry and shelter for homeless people 
and persons with addictions.

While in Berlin, the team attracted 
a t ten tion  from  the local new spaper ,  
according to Schwarzfischer. One of 
the major daily papers printed an arti­
cle about the 1CJJTHYS House and 
later interviewed John Andrus, pastor 
o f  C h a t t a n o o g a  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  and  
Denny Noland, a master plumber from 
Kansas City, Mo.

“We really experienced the Spirit of 
Christ during their visit,” Schwarzfis­
cher said. "There was an unexpected 
unity between the Work and Witness 
team  and  the fo rm e r  add ic ts .  Both 
g r o u p s  a te ,  l a u g h e d ,  and  w o rk e d  
together.”
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About 35  persons from  Nazarene Headquarters and Nazarene Publishing House toured the  
Hoosier Dome w h ile  in Indianapolis  recen tly . The Indianapolis Convention and V is ito r’s 
Bureau hosted the group and provided tours of fa c ilit ie s  to be used in the 23rd General 
Assembly next m onth.

INDIANAPOLIS ROLLS OUT THE RED CARPET
The red carpet was rolled out in Indi­
anapolis in April as nearly 35 persons 
from N a z a r e n e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  and  
Nazarene Publishing House toured the 
Indianapolis  C on v e n tio n  C en te r  and 
Hoosier Dome along with hotel facili­
ties. The group, including Jack Stone, 
general secretary, and Mark Cork, local 
arrangements coordinator, visited facil­
ities to be used  d u r in g  the G en e ra l  
Assembly and In ternational C o n v e n ­
tions and met with convention officials.

“The convention officials wanted to 
use this as a time to officially welcome 
us to Indianapolis since we will all be 
busy during the General Assembly and

CORRECTIONS
The figures fo r the five largest Sunday Schools fo r 
the Canada Quebec D is tr ic t in the M arch 1993 
issue of the Herald o f Holiness were listed incor­
rectly. The largest Sunday Schools on those dis­
tric ts (along with average weekly attendance) are 
actually: Montreal St. M ichel (120), Montreal Cen­
tre Evangeligue (75), Franklin Centre (66), West 
Island (45 ), and M ontrea l R iv iere Des Pra iries 
(38).

Because of an editorial error the credit line fo r 
the Easter worship banner pictured on page 9 of 
the April 1993 issue of the Herald  was incorrect. It 
should have included the citation of artist, Joyce 
Wilson.

Finally, the Alaska D is tric t was inadvertently  
omitted from  the listing of d istric ts  paying General 
Budget of 100 percent or more in 1991-92 which 
was published in the April 1993 issue of the Her­
ald.

We regret the errors.

conventions,” Cork said. “The city wel­
comed us royally.”

Nazarenes should notice many d if­
f e r e n c e s  as the  G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  
returns to Indianapolis for the second 
time, according to Stone. In addition to 
the renovations to the convention cen­
ter itself, the city is planning to wel­
come Nazarenes back with billboards, 
banners,  and signs in restaurants and 
stores. The renovation includes 10 new 
m ee t ing  room s, a new en trance  and 
lobby area.

“The city of  Indianapolis is full o f  
an t ic ip a t io n ,” S tone said. “They are 
m o re  a w a re  o f  the  C h u r c h  o f  the  
N az a ren e ,  and we were very  happy  
with the reception they gave us.”

T he  2 3 rd  G en e ra l  A sse m b ly ,  the 
la rg e s t  re l ig io u s  g a th e r in g  in In d i­
anapolis this year, is sure to make an 
impact on the city. In addition to the 
$25  m i l l io n  w h ic h  N a z a r e n e s  are  
expected to spend during the two-week 
gathering, the city is also anticipating 
the benefits of Indianapolis Project '93 
and the NY1 cleanup project. Both ser­
vice projects will involve thousands of 
Nazarenes in construction and cleanup 
projects.

Transportation from all major hotels, 
the airport, and selected outlying hotels 
w i l l  be p r o v id e d  by A A A  S h u t t le  
Express from July 21 through July 28.

GROCERIES NEEDED 
AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Nazarenes are invited to bring their 
groceries to the 23rd General Assem­
bly and Conventions,  according to 
Vemon Lunn, director of Indianapo­
lis  P r o je c t  ’93 .  “ W e a re  a s k in g  
everyone who comes to Indianapolis 
for Assembly to bring a sack of non- 
p e r ish a b le  i te m s— c a n n e d  go o d s ,  
beans, rice, etc. If they are flying and 
perhaps c a n ’t b r ing  the g roceries ,  
they may make a donation. All o f  the 
food will be used to fill the pantry of 
the Shepherd Com munity  center in 
Indianapolis. If we receive enough, it 
will be shared with other Nazarene 
compassionate ministries, including 
a food pantry in Mexico City.”

T rucks  for  p ick-up  o f  food  and 
donations will be located at the five 
or  six  m a jo r  ho te ls  in d o w n to w n  
Indianapolis and outside the Hoosier 
Dome. They will be staffed by Olivet 
Nazarene University alumni.

“ T h e  N a z a re n e  W o r ld  M is s io n  
S ocie ty  is p leased  to be a par t  o f  
Indianapolis Project ’93 through the 
gathering of food for those in need in 
Indianapolis,” said Nina Gunter, gen­
eral N W M S  d irec to r .  “W e are so 
blessed and are thrilled to be able to 
share our blessings. I encourage all 
those attending the General Assem­
b ly  and  C o n v e n t io n s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  
N W M S delegates, to participate by 
bringing food or a donation.”

Indianapolis Project ’93 is a grass­
roots, lay-initiated project designed 
to promote and enhance a vision for 
ministry of  the laity by impacting the 
people  o f  Indianapolis  th rough  an 
exciting inner-city project.  Besides 
the food drive, it will include the ren­
ovation  o f  houses for  low -incom e 
families,  as well as the renovation 
and repair of a Nazarene church, and 
other cleanup/fix-up activities.

The pro jec t is sponsored  by the 
Church Growth Division in coopera­
tion with Compassionate Ministries, 
N W M S, Sunday School Ministries, 
and the Center for Lay Ministry. For 
m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t :  I n d i ­
anapolis Project ’93, Church of  the 
Nazarene, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas 
C ity ,  M O 64131 ,  o r  phone ,  (913) 
764-5690.
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DISTRICT CAMP MEETING SCHEDULE
C a m p  m e e t in g  c o n t in u e s  to  be an 
important part o f  the yearly schedule 
on most Nazarene districts in the U.S. 
and  C a n a d a .  B e low  is a lis t  o f  the 
Nazarene camp meetings scheduled for 
1993 (according to dates listed by the 
general secretary’s office).

Akron .......................................... Aug. 1-8
Alabama N orth .........................June 28-4
Alabama South .........................June 28-4
Alaska......................................... June 30-4
A rizona ...................................... July 30-8
Canada A tlan tic .......................July 6-11
Canada Central........................ July 10-30
Canada P acific ......................... July 31-8
Canada W e st .............................Aug. 1-8
Central California................... July 6-11
Central F lo rida....................... May 11-12
Central Ohio ..............................July 9-18
Chicago Central......................June 22-27
Dakota........................................ July 6-11
D allas  June 15-20
East Tennessee......................... July 5-11
Eastern M ich igan .................. June 20-27
Florida Space C o a s t ................Jan 27-31
G eo rg ia ...................................... July 5-11
Hawaii P ac i f ic ........................... Aug. 1-8
Illinois.......................................... July 6 - 1 1
Indianapolis ................................Aug. 6-8
Intermountain......................... June 21-27
Iowa........................................... June 21-27
Jo p l in ........................................Aug. 13-15
Kansas...........................................Aug. 4-8
Los A ngeles  Aug. 17-22
Louisiana..................................... June 1-6

M aine ........................................... July 5-11
Metro New York Aug. 14-22
M ichigan July 10-18
M innesota  Aug. 25-29
Mississippi.................................June 7-13
M issouri  June 21-27
Nebraska June 24-27
New England............................. June 26-4
New M ex ico ................................Aug. 2-8
North C aro l ina ...........................July 1-11
North Central Ohio.................. June 30-4
North Florida June 14-20
Northeast O k lahom a.............Mar. 10-14
Northeast Indiana June 13-20
Northern M ich igan ................. Aug. 9-15
Northwest...................................... July 2-5
Northwest Ind iana .....................Aug. 3-8
Northwestern Illinois...............July 6-11
Northwestern O h io ....................Aug. 1-8
Oregon Pacific ..........................Aug. 8-13
Philadelphia Aug. 14-22
Pittsburgh.................................... July 4-1 1
Sacram ento  Aug. 16-22
South Carolina...........................June 28-4
Southeast O k lah o m a ................. June 1-6
Southern California June 10-13
Southwest Oklahom a..............Aug. 6-15
Southwestern O h io  June 14-20
Tennessee June 13-20
Upstate New Y o rk ....................July 3-11
Virginia.......................................Aug. 9-15
W ashington .................................July 31-8
West T exas  June 14-20
West Virginia N o rth ...............Aug. 8-15
West Virginia S o u th ...............Aug. 8-15

PASTORS’ SALARIES FALLS BEHIND INFLATION
Compensation paid to Nazarene pastors 
in the United States improved in 1992, 
but it failed to keep pace with the rise in 
the  C o n s u m e r  P r ic e  In d ex  (C P I) ,  
according to Dean Wessels, director of 
the Board  o f  P ensions  and Benef i ts  
USA.

A recent study distributed to district 
offices showed that the average total 
compensation paid to Nazarene minis­
ters for the 1991-92 district assembly 
year was only 1.82 percent more than 
the prev ious  year. During this same 
period, the CPI increased by 3 . 1 per­
cent.

Only six times in the last 15 years 
has the compensation of Nazarene min­
isters kept pace with the CPI, Wessels 
said. The net effect for these 15 years is 
that ministerial compensation has fallen 
behind.

T o ta l  c o m p e n sa t io n  in the repor t  
included salary, an assumed value for 
housing and utilities based upon salary, 
and employee benefits,  as reported to 
the general secretary’s office.

“Each local church should review the 
compensation package for its pastor and 
staff in light o f  current district assembly 
guidelines,” Wessels said.

TSA RECORD SET
Participation in the Nazarene TSA and 
IRA Retirement Plans set new records 
early in 1993. The plans showed a 117 
percent increase in the first quarter new 
accounts  over  1992. A no ther  record 
was set with first quarter contributions 
of $1.8 million. This was the highest in 
the history of the plans for a compara­
ble time period.
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NAME:
Dan Boone

NTS:
M .D iv ., 1977

CURRENT MINISTRY ASSIGNMENT:
Pastor, College Church of the Naz­
arene, Kankakee, 111.

PREVIOUS MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS:
Pastor, North Raleigh Church of 
the Nazarene, Raleigh, N.C., and 
College Hill Church of the Naza­
rene, Nashville, Tenn.

ON MINISTRY:
"A few weeks ago, I spoke in Chapel 
at Nazarene Theological Seminary. I 
looked into faces that were me 15 
years ago. How the world has 
changed! How it will continue to 
change! And, I owe my ability to live 
a family-rooted life to old friends like 
Nazarene Theological Seminary."

To invest in the lives ot those called into 
ministry in the Church of the Nazarene, 
please contact: Hon Galloway, 1700 E. 
M eyer Blvd., Kansas City, M 0  64131 
(816-333-6254; FAX: 816-333-6271).

NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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E. D EE F R E E B O R N

Quiet Prayer and a Busy Life

It suddenly  daw ned  on me. W hat 
a surprise. A quiet realization 
o f  serenity and beauty broke in 

upon me as my wife and I drove 
through the rolling country hills. Yet 
we were on Interstate 35, the very 
h ighway I take to w ork every m orn ­
ing. Going  to work each day, 1 miss 
the serenity and beauty. I ’m  usually 
p lanning m y day, trying to guess 
where the biggest traffic ja m  w o n 't  
be. and trying to figure w hy I a l­
ways get behind the one driver w ho 
is in no hurry to get anywhere .

Not today, not this Sunday, as we 
headed out to visit a student in his 
rural ministry setting. The red-tailed 
hawks were out in their  best dress, 
casting a sharp eye for anything that 
m oved in the grass. Birds were 
singing, tuning up for the spring and 
sum m er days just ahead. The fra ­
grance o f  p low ed earth and wet 
grasses wafted on a mild breeze, 
p romising all the b lessings that 
spring was about to hand  us. The 
whole scene drew  us into the pres­
ence o f  the loving Crea tor  behind it 
all. Sensing His presence was as 
natural as breathing.

But w hy c a n ’t it be this way 
M onday through Friday? H ow  do 
we find time to pray, to deepen  our 
friendship with God, w hen  our daily 
“to-do” lists never seem  to get 
done? O u r  days becom e cram m ed 
with meetings, projects, interrup­
tions, and life’s untim ely  and som e­
times unhappy  surprises. Exhausted  
and troubled, we fall into bed, only 
to rise and start the routine all over 
again.

The Scriptures invite us to co n ­
sider the possibility o f  a life style 
centered in prayer. The writer o f  the 
Hebrew s says, “T hrough  Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually  offer to 
God a sacrifice o f  praise— the fruit

o f  lips that confess his nam e” (H e­
brews 13:15, NIV). In Colossians 
4:2 we are reminded, “ Devote your­
selves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful" (NIV). P a u l  writing to the 
Thessalonians, urged them to “ Be 
joyful always; pray continually; 
give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is G o d 's  will” (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18. NIV). A nd in Rom ans, we 
are told, “ Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer" 
(12:12, NIV).

The ancients developed a strategy 
for continual prayer through what 
was called the “Jesus prayer.” It ap­
peared in m any forms, usually co n ­
taining the words “ Lord Jesus 
Christ, Son o f  God, have 
mercy on m e .” It was of­
ten shortened to just 
“ Lord, have mercy.”
These early Christians 
would  breathe the prayer 
throughout their day. no 
m atter  what they were 
doing. It was their way 
o f  not only practicing 
prayer, but becom ing 
prayer. Practiced with 
consistency and sinceri­
ty, it becam e a way of  
being in the presence o f  G od w her­
ever  they went.

R on Del Bene suggests a varia­
tion o f  that prayer for busy m o d ­
em s. Called the “ breath prayer” or 
“ life prayer” it is our  personalized 
version o f  the Jesus Prayer  (The  
Breath o f  L ife, U pper  Room , 1992).

The prayer is developed by first 
answering the question the Lord 
asked Bartimaeus. “W hat do you 
want me to do  for you?” It m ight be 
a word or a phrase. Since it is a per­
sonal response, it will com e from 
needs that are concerning you now. 
The answ er  to this question b e­

com es the center o f  the prayer.
The next step is to decide your fa­

vorite address or nam e for God 
when you pray. It may be “Oh,
G o d ” or “Dear Lord” or one of  
m any others. You m ake the choice 
right for you.

Now, frame the prayer in six to 
eight syllables in length. This gives 
the prayer a natural rhythm, making 
it flow as it is repeated. It is your 
prayer, so work with it till it seems 
right for you. For example , in recent 
days, my "life prayer" has been, 
“Oh, God, give me your peace .” I 
pray it at any time, beginning on 
arising and the last thing when go ­
ing to sleep. W hen I ’m awake in the

o h, God, give me
your peace

middle of  the night, I pray my “ life 
prayer.” As I pray, I may be led to 
other items o f  prayer, but the “ life 
prayer” can bring me into im m edi­
ate focus on my heavenly Father.

Your personal “ life prayer” can be 
used throughout your day. Pray it 
while preparing for work or fixing 
breakfast, during the com m ute to 
work, waiting in line at the grocery 
store, doing the dishes. It can b e­
com e a dynam ic strategy for quiet 
prayer in a busy life.
E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical 
theology and spiritual formation at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. ^
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Holiness That Walks and Talks
A s  a teenager, I asked my father, 

/ %  “ W hat 's  this holiness stuff 
jL  ^  all about anyway? It seems 
that holiness usually com es up when 
someone wants to m ake others fol­
low the rules.”

My dad told me, “ Holiness means 
wholeness and health in body, soul, 
and spirit.” That definition helped, 
but 1 still wanted to see holiness in 
action; it still seemed like a pious, 
privatized reality that hopefully 
made a difference in o n e ’s heart and 
personal morality, but not in the 
world.

W hen in college, I read a series o f  
novels about Hasidic Jews by 
Chaim  Potok, and in one he d e­
scribed the holiness o f  the M aster o f  
the Universe and the hum an require­
m ents each faithful fo llower must 
fulfill. I got excited and ran to 
Chaplain Reuben W elch’s office to 
ask, “ Is this it, R euben?” He smiled, 
bem used, and said, “T h a t’s not quite 
it, but keep asking.” In retrospect, I 
can see he answered truly, but also 
wanted to prod me onward on my 
quest.

After college, while em ployed by 
an urban mission, the O ak Street 
House in San Francisco, I read 
about the com m itm ent o f  the early 
Nazarenes to the poor— our fore­
bears a century ago understood what 
John Wesley preached fervently. 
Wesley found he could not preach 
holiness apart from working toward 
the im provement o f  quality o f  life 
for the poor. Dispensing medicines, 
caring for orphans, and feeding the 
hungry were all vital for holy living. 
Thus, I spent the decade o f  my 
twenties involved in activities o f  so­
cial reform, and learned that trying 
to remake society requires a vital in­
ner spiritual life. The forces of  de ­
cay run deep and can soon weaken

even the strongest foundation w ith­
out regular care.

Many Catholic writers and retreat 
leaders 1 later studied in seminary 
spoke o f  the balance o f  the con tem ­
plative and active life. C on tem pla t­
ing G o d ’s goodness and acting for 
r ighteousness and just ice is the cha l­
lenge o f  holy living. We are to evan ­
gelize both with the proclaimed 
word and the com passionate deed.

A deep connection to the Holy 
will com pel the seeker after holiness 
to act in the world to bring about 
good, and then that action will lead 
always back to God, the O ne who 
fuels real transformation.

In this season o f  discovery, I 
cam e to like the terms 
“w holeness ,” and “ prayer­
ful social change,” but that 
word “holiness” still made 
m e uneasy. I ’d seen holi­
ness wrongly linked to le­
galism and exclusivity, so I 
shunned the word while 
eagerly  searching for the 
reality.

Then I read a magazine 
article about Ron Sider. 
author o f  R ich C hristians  
in an A ge o f  H unger, and 
cam e across the following 
description;

S id e r ’s holiness upbringing is 
em bedded  in his soul, which 
means he is at root an activist, 
som eone w ho  can never  shrug 
and say, “T h a t’s ju s t  the way life 
is.” W here  he finds evil in his 
soul, he is going to struggle 
against it; where he sees evil in 
the world, he is going to call 
dow n heaven to fight it .1 
Yes, I got excited. T h a t ’s what a 

holy life looks like! Holy people 
that are characterized by an activism 
that has a dual focus, the inner bat­

tleground o f  the soul and the outer 
frontier o f  the world, are the holi­
ness people I 'v e  been looking for.

I thought back to my ow n holi­
ness upbringing. My g randm other  
and g rea t-grandm other  jo ined  the 
Nazarenes at the beginning o f  the 
20th century, in large m easure be­
cause o f  the active stance the church 
took against alcohol abuse, a tyrant 
that took a huge toll on their im m e­
diate family. My g randfather  was a 
Salvation A rm y officer in New York 
C i ty ’s Bow ery in the 1920s before 
jo in ing  the N azarenes. My hus­
b a n d ’s roots also dig deep  into the 
holiness m ovem ent.  His maternal 
great, g rea t-grandm other  jo ined  the

Nazarenes at Pilot Point and became 
a licensed minister. Her passion was 
street outreach to young  girls being 
exploited through prostitution in 
Texas. She brought m any to a very 
early  N azarene com passionate min­
istry know n as Rest Cottage Home. 
My husb a n d ’s paternal grandparents 
were “holiness M ennon ites” who 
lived in a com m unity  in Iowa and 
becam e m issionaries to Calcutta in 
the 1920s. U pon  their  return, they, 
too, jo ined  the Nazarenes.

The holiness I had sought to un-

A .  deep connection with the 
Holy compels the seeker after 
holiness to work for good in 

the world and impels that 
seeker back to the God of 

inner transformation.

26 H e ra ld  o f H oliness



R E B E C C A  LA IR D

derstand through books and other re ­
ligious traditions was steadfastly 
lived out in m y family history. I had 
looked far to d iscover  the truth that 
was literally under m y skin.

in January, I m oved  to N ew  Jersey, 
and at the first opportunity, m y hus­
band and I s trapped our little dau g h ­
ters into their car  seats and drove 
through the Holland Tunnel to attend 
the L am b ’s M anhattan  C hurch o f  the 
Nazarene. The service felt like a 
homecoming. Those  w ho gathered to 
worship were a m ixed  bunch by race, 
gender, and econom ic-s tatus .  I loved 
it, and reflected on how  m y grandfa­
ther would have loved it. He had 
prayed for the Nazarenes to com e to 
Manhattan six decades before. I 
thought that my husband 's  great,  
great-grandmother would  have been 
out in T imes Square counseling  the 
multitude o f  young  prostitutes who 
stand on many street corners.

That Sunday, L am b 's  senior pastor, 
David Best, began preaching with, 
“Your walk talks and your talk walks, 
but your walk talks louder than your 
talk walks." During the next minutes 
he explained the riddle, "There  is no 
holiness o f  heart without holiness o f  
hand.’’

A whole and holy life is one that 
calls down the strength o f  heaven 
while picking up a shovel and d ig ­
ging into the mire o f  this life with 
body, soul, and spirit. N ow  that kind 
of holiness— the kind that m akes a 
difference in our hearts and in the 
world is som ething to eagerly seek.

1. “Ron Sider’s Unsettling Crusade," by Tim Stafford, Chris­
tianity Today, April 27, 1992, Vol. 36, No. 5, p. 22.

Rebecca Laird is author o f Ordained 
Women in the Church of the Naza­
rene: The First Generation and is a 
professional writer and editor in 
Summit, New Jersey.

THE QUESTION BOX
Conducted  by Wesley D. Tracy, E ditor

R h yth m  M ethod?
In your February 1993 editori­

al, you referred to “the rhythm  
method’" taught in Leviticus. To 
what passages in Leviticus were 
you referring?

T h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  
"rhy thm  m ethod” is taught in scrip­
ture  u su a l ly  c i te  L ev i t icu s  15:19, 
28. A strong case can be m ade from 
th is  p a s s a g e .  It r e a d s ,  " W h e n  a 
w o m a n  h a s  h e r  r e g u l a r  f lo w  o f  
blood, the impurity o f  her m onthly 
p e r io d  w i l l  la s t  s e v e n  d a y s  . . . 
W hen she is c leansed from her d is­
charge, she must count o ff  [another] 
seven days, and after that she will 
be cerem onially  clean” (NIV).

During these two seven-day peri­
ods ,  the w o m a n  and  h e r  h u sb a n d  
w ere  to refra in  from  sexual in te r ­
co u rse  ( "a n y o n e  w ho  touches  her  
will be unclean" v. 19).

Thus, engaging in the marital re­
lationship was reserved for the sec­
ond half  o f  the menstrual month. It 
rem a ined  for  20th  cen tu ry  science 
to learn that most pregnancies occur 
during the second w eek  o f  the c y ­
cle .  T h e r e  are  e x c e p t io n s  to  th is  
rule. O ne medical doctor  wrote that 
the  e x c e p t io n s  h ap p e n  f requen t ly  
e n o u g h  tha t ,  w h ile  o b se rv in g  the 
rh y th m  m e th o d ,  a p re g n a n c y  will 
o ccur  about every  four years for a 
w om an  and man living normally  to­
gether as m an and wife.

In p r e s c r i b i n g  a p a t t e r n  th a t  
avo ided  sexual activity  during  the 
m ost fertile period, was G od  th ink­
ing o f  w o m e n ’s w e l fa re ?  O n  the 
Leviticus pattern , a w o m an  would  
not bear a child every year en route 
to an early grave. Was G od  thinking 
o f  the needs o f  little children  who 
in th o s e  f o r m a t iv e  y e a r s  n e e d  a 
m o th e r ’s nurturing attention? Under 
the Leviticus plan, a child would re ­
ceive “m o the r ing"  (and, hopefully, 
fa thering) for  several years before

a n o th e r  baby  d e m a n d e d  m o th e r 's  
t im e  and  ene rgy .  D o you  see  the  
grace o f  G od shining through even 
in those primitive times?

It sh o u ld  a lso  be no ted  tha t the 
m onthly “uncleanness” o f  a wom an 
w as  no t m o ra l  u n c l e a n n e s s ,  on ly  
ce rem o n ia l .  A nd  m any  th ings ,  for 
both men and wom en, rendered one 
c e r e m o n ia l l y  u n c le a n ,  as a n y o n e  
who plows through these chapters in 
Leviticus will discover.

Some m ay ques tion’putting verses 
19 and 28 together, but I think it is 
le g i t im a te .  Verse 19 p ro v id e s  the 
to p ic  s e n te n c e  w ith  v e rse s  2 0 -27  
p resen t ing  am p lif ica t ion ,  ir regu la r  
examples, and detail. Then in verse 
28, the writer returns to the subject 
and specifies the two seven-day pe­
riods that are to be observed.

Perhaps the most difficult part o f  
th is  p a s s a g e  w as  e n c o u n te r e d  by 
Moses. Imagine the howls, groans, 
and defian t ges tures  when he tried 
to enforce the program.

If this is an accurate interpretation 
o f  the Bible (some scholars say that 
this passage teaches a single seven- 
day cleansing period after any blood 
f lo w ,  r e g u l a r  o r  i r r e g u l a r ) ,  o n e  
might be able to argue that “concep­
tion contro l” is not out o f  harmony 
w i th  c e r t a i n  b ib l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s .  
Conception  control is, I think, quite 
a bit different from "birth contro l .” 
The form er has nothing to do with 
aborting or discharging either a fer­
tilized egg or embryo.

T h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  c o n c e p t io n  
control sometim es cite the Onan in­
cident. But, the real issue there had 
less to do with sexual morality  than 
it did with injustice and greed.

The views expressed in the responses in this column are  
those o f  the editor and do not constitute official statement 
by or fo r  the Church o f  the Nazarene. The editor is not 
able to send replies to questions not selected fo r  publica­
tions. Address: Herald o f H oliness, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131.
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“A fter this I looked and there before me was a grea t m u ltitude  th a t no one 
could count, fro m  every nation, tribe, people and  language  . . . 77

— R e v e la tio n  7 :9a , N IV

17th General NWMS Convention 
July 21-23, 1993 

Hoosier Dome 
Indianapolis, Indiana

Wednesday— July 21
•  W orkshop (Session I ) — 3 :0 0 -4:30  p.m.
•  W orkshop (Session II)—4 :45-6 :15  p.m .

Thursday— July 22
•  Prayer Breakfast (delegates and missionaries)

— 7:30-9 :30  a .m .
•  Opening Session— 1:00-4:30 p.m . in the Hoosier Dome

•  March of the Nations
•  Reports of General President and General Director

•  Music— 7:00-7 :30  p.m .

•  Evening Service— 7:30-9 :00  p.m .

Friday— July 23
•  Plenary Sessions— 8:30 a .m .-Noon, 1 :30-4:30 p.m .

•  Exciting Development Profiles from  
the Regional Directors

•  Music— 7:00-7 :30  p.m .
•  Evening Service— 7:30-9 :00  p.m .ng Service— 7:30-9 :00  p.m .

Celebration •  Fellowship •  Legislation 
Exciting Exhibits 

Prayer Room— Open daily to a ll 
7:00 a .m . -9:00 p.m ., Room 112, Convention Center
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Does Your Child . . .
continued from  page 9

but " e v e r y o n e  d o e s ” is not a va l id  
reason to buy anything.

How to Cure the 
“Too M uch" Syndrome

We could  go on and on about the 
many a reas  in w h ic h  p a re n ts  o v e r ­
indulge their chil­
d ren :  to o  m u c h  
junk f o o d ,  to o  
many friends, too 
few fam ily  rules,  
no home responsi­
b il i t ie s .  A s c h i l ­
dren grow into the 
teen  y e a r s ,  th e y  
becom e o b se ssed  
with having fancy 
cars, e l a b o ra te  s te re o  sy s te m s ,  C D  
players, and personal VCRs. But how 
can we stop this persistent dem and for 
more before it ruins the Christian val­
ues we try to teach?
1. Parents must regain control.

Parents m ust stop the " too  m uch"
syndrome by getting in control. At a 
recent parenting workshop, the leader 
shared.  " C h i ld r e n  w h o  re c e iv e  too  
m u ch ,  w h e t h e r  in m a te r i a l  i t e m s ,  
adult attention, or anything else begin 
to feel o v e r w h e l m e d  an d  can  lose  
their sense o f  values, even right and 
wrong . T h e y  h o n e s t ly  d o n ' t  k n o w  
what is really important in life. G iv ­
ing a child too m uch  fosters a m ateri­
alistic attitude that should not be nur­
tured in children or in anyone for that 
matter.”
2. Create a fam ily budget— and 
stick to it.

In s t o p p i n g  t h e s e  d e m a n d s  f o r  
more, it is im p o r ta n t  to kn o w  y ou r  
family’s budget.  W hat is your  c lo th ­
ing budge t ,  fo o d  b u d g e t ,  e n te r ta in ­
m en t b u d g e t ?  B y  s e t t i n g  a f i rm  
amount on your purchases and s tick­
ing to this, you will be the one in con ­
trol, not your child.

Chart this budget on a piece o f  pa­
per and hang it on your refrigerator. 
Let your children see where the fam i­
ly money goes. Also, let them see the 
am ount you  h ave  a l lo w e d  fo r  th e ir  
clothes, entertainm ent, or other activ­
ities. This one lesson is vital in order 
for y o u r  ch i ld  to m a k e  re sp o n s ib le  
decisions in later years.

O ne fa ther  at this w orkshop  said, 
"I have found that m y tw o boys can 
be e x t r e m e ly  p e rs is te n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
w h e n  w e a re  at a s p o r t i n g  g o o d s  
store. Just one  m ore  b aseb a l l ,  one 
more football . . . ’ the list goes on. I 
have learned to tell them  exactly how 
m uch  m o n e y  they can spend  before 
we en ter  the store. T hey  must make 
the  c h o ic e s  tha t  fit in the  a l lo w e d  
budget. Honestly, this takes the bur­

den off me and places the responsibil­
ity on them."
3. Let children earn and learn.

If your child cannot handle staying 
within the clo th ing budget you have 
allowed, perhaps giving her a chance 
to  e a rn  e x t r a  m o n e y  d o in g  c h o r e s  
would help satisfy her desires as well 
as give her a sense o f  responsibility.

4. Budget social events and family 
energy.

In gaining parental control, be sure 
firm  lim its  are set. With three c h i l ­
dren. we have realized that if every­
one has one friend spend  the night,  
o u r  h o u se h o ld  is g rea t ly  d is rup ted .  
N o one s leeps, and eve ry o n e ,  e s p e ­
cia lly  M om  and  D ad, feels  horrib le  
the next day. Therefore, we allow the 
children to take turns with their invi­
ta t ions .  B r it tnye  m ay  have  a friend  
o v e r  th is  F r id a y  n igh t ,  and  A sh le y  
can invite a friend over  next Friday. 
T h e  e x c i t in g  r e su l t  o f  se t t in g  f irm  
limits on s leepovers  is that the ch i l­
dren have learned to wait in line, be 
patient, and discover self-reliance on 
t h e i r  " a l o n e ” n ig h t— all a t t r ib u te s  
which will take them far in adult liv­
ing.

T hese  limits can ex tend  into how 
m a n y  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w s  w i l l  be 
w a tc h e d  e a c h  n ig h t  o r  w e e k ,  h o w  
m any snacks will be eaten, how many 
c h o r e s  w il l  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  and  
more.
5. Teach time management.

O th e r  to o l s  fo r  c u r in g  the  “ to o

m uch” syndrome include teaching the 
child effective time management. As 
the child learns to list daily activities 
and responsibilities, he or she can de­
cide where free time is. This, again, 
becom es the ch i ld ’s responsibility in­
stead of  the parents.

A teenager  in our church  said, "I 
lea rn ed  very  fast w hen  I hit ju n io r  
high school that I cou ldn 't  spend my 
e v e n in g s  w a tc h in g  te lev is ion  like I 

d id  in f i f th  a n d  
s ix th  g r a d e .  We 
had hom ew ork  in 
every class, and I 
had to get up be­
fore 6 : 0 0  a . m .  to 
c a t c h  th e  h u s .  I 
was so used to sit­
ting in front o f  the 
T V  e a c h  n ig h t ,  
but after receiving 

several bad g rades ,  I learned  that I 
had to cut out that behavior."

T e a c h in g  the  e le m e n ta r y  sc h o o l  
child how  to budget hom ework, play, 
te levision, and hom e responsibilit ies 
will give h im or her a s tronger start 
on adolescent life.
6. Model maturity and Christian 
values.

Probably the most important tip to 
curing the "too m uch" syndrome is to 
w a tc h  y o u r  o w n  b eh a v io r .  P a re n ts  
who want to “keep up with the Jones” 
usually raise children with the same 
fever. W hat are your reasons for pur­
chasing the new car, the larger home, 
the designer  clothing? Are you tithing 
to your  church ,  g iv ing  tim e to help  
those less fortunate , budget ing  your 
personal time adequately?

It has  been  sa id  that p a re n ts  are 
like sta tionary  p lanets  and the ch i l­
d r e n  a re  t in y  s a t e l l i t e s  r e v o lv i n g  
around them. Your behavior  dictates 
to the child what is acceptable in life. 
If you want “ too m uch ,” so will your 
c h i ld .  I f  y o u  w a tc h  t e l e v i s i o n  all 
evening, the child will feel it is right 
to do so. If you talk about wanting a 
car like Je rry ’s, a dress like Sharon 's ,  
or a new hom e like your parents, your 
child will probably assume that this is 
appropriate behavior.

Yes, you can cure the “ too m uch” 
syndrom e in your family with a few 
changes. And the result will be rais­
ing responsible children who have a 
better chance to grow into disciplined 
Christian adults. tfc

Introduce your children to the “budget” 
way o f life. Teach them to budget money, 
time, and entertainment.
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Scenes from  Our Heritage

ADVERSITY IN SPREADING 
THE FAITH

BY DONNA FLETCHER CROW

nd tc think we sit Sunday after Sunday in our 
nice, comfortable pews and don't have 
any idea what others went through for 
our faith." Shaking her head, my friend 
held out a book about the early circuit- 

riders in 18th century England. With a desire to devel­
op an appreciation for those who handed the faith 
down to us, we begin a series o f historical vignettes 
that show what pioneers o f our faith went through.

In the fo llow ing scene, we see Phillip, a typical 
young circuit preacher, Edward Peronnet, songwriter 
and m usician, and his sister, Catherine, experience  
som e o f  the sam e hardships and jo y s recorded by 
John and Charles Wesley in their journals.

"Preachin" in the cockpit! Preachin' in the cock­
pit!" Two urchins ran through Rochester at dawn's 
first light, publicizing the meeting. Soon, in the am­
phitheater usually used for much rougher purposes, 
the hymn-singing o f a curious crowd attracted new­
comers who were willing to stand in the drizzling rain 
for a fresh entertainment.

Catherine walked among the women on the edges 
of the crowd, w elcom ing them, helping them with 
their children, urging them to join the singing, and ig­
noring the rude suggestions o f  two young ruffians 
who made no attempt to hide the bottles in their coat 
pockets.

The faithful o f  the Rochester M ethodist Society  
sang loudly so those unfamiliar with the songs could 
follow them. One o f the members who had requested 
permission to share his testimony took his place in the 
center o f the ring, standing staunch in spite o f  the 
jeers o f the crowd. “Need a drink. Buddy?" “H aven’t 
seen you at the inn lately. Religion got you down?”

But Barber B olton’s voice rang above his rowdy 
audience. “I praise God! When Mr. W esley were at 
Rochester last, 1 were one o f the most eminent drunk­
ards in all the town . . . "

Cries o f “ 'Struth," and "Don't we know it!" inter­
rupted him, but they subsided as Bolton continued.

“Mr. Wesley was a-preachin' at the church. I come

to listen at the w indow , and God struck me to the 
'eart. I prayed for power against drink. And God gave 
me more than I asked, 'e took away the very desire of 
it.”

An over-age egg flew through the air and landed at 
the speaker’s feet. “Run ’em all out o f town! They'll 
ruin business.”

Bolton held up his hand. “Yet I felt m yself worse 
and worse, till, on April 25 last, I could ’old out no 
longer. I knew I must drop into ’ell that moment un­
less God appeared to save me. And ’e did! I knew 'e 
loved me and I felt sweet peace. Yet 1 didn’t dare to 
say 1 had faith, till, yesterday was a twelve-month. 
God gave me faith; and ’is love "as ever since filled 
my ’eart.”

A combination o f Amens and jeers met the conclu­
sion o f the speech. Then a hush fell over the au­

dience as Phillip rose to preach. Catherine breathed a 
prayer that the service might continue undisrupted.

Phillip opened his Bible. “For by grace are . . . "
A loud squawking rose from the back. The crowd 

parted for two men, each carrying a flapping, screech­
ing rooster toward the center o f  the cockpit. "Now, 
me fine lords ’n ladies, as so many o f you are gath­
ered ’ere a ’ready, w e’ll give you som e real entertain­
ment. W ho’ll be first to lay odds on these fair-feath­
ered fighters?"

Many surged forward to place bets. Phillip turned 
to Edward. “Sing loud and follow  me." Holding his 
Bible aloft like a banner, Phillip led the way through 
the m ob, N ed and C atherine behind him singing  
“W e’re Marching to Zion."

A vast number followed their parade to the market 
cross in the center o f town, and more joined along the 
way. Catherine hoped that now the chaff had been 
separated from the wheat and Phillip would have re­
ceptive hearers. As soon as he mounted the steps of 
the cross, however, the crowd began thrusting to and 
fro, and Phillip was knocked from his perch. Cather­
ine cried out, but he remounted the steps.

The audience continued to shove, but Phillip held
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Marv Espe

his back firmly against the stone cross and continued 
his B ible reading. . . for by grace are ye saved  
through faith; and . . Seeing they could not dislodge 
the preacher by pushing, those who had com e for 
sport— considering field  preachers fair gam e for a 
rough entertainment— began throwing stones. At the 
same time, som e got up on the cross behind Phillip to 
push him down. One man began shouting in his ear, 
making it im possible to continue the Scripture read­
ing. Suddenly the tone o f the shout changed to one of 
pain. The man fell at Phillip's feet, his cheek bleeding 
profusely w here a stone intended for P h illip  had 
struck his harasser.

When tw o more w ould-be assailants were felled  
by stones intended for the preacher, the crowd quiet­
ed, and Phillip continued. “By grace are ye saved, 
through faith. These two little words, faith and salva­
tion. include the substance o f all the Bible— the mar­
row as it were, o f  the whole Scripture.”

The preacher’s face took on a glow  and his voice 
rang with the passion o f truth. It was as if his hearers 
could see the Saviour whom  he proclaim ed. “And 
what is this faith through which we are saved? The 
Scripture speaks o f it as a light. The light which God

commanded to shine out o f darkness hath shined in 
our hearts to give us the light o f the knowledge o f the 
glory o f God in Jesus Christ.”

As he spoke, the rain, which had been lessening for 
l  some time, stopped altogether. The clouds parted. 

A shaft o f  sunlight fell on the fair-haired speaker 
standing on the market cross. His black cassock flut­
tered in the breeze, and his white satin surplice, re­
markably unmuddied from the treatment he had re­
ceived, gleamed in the sun. “Faith is a divine evidence 
and conviction, not only that God was in Christ, but 
also that Christ loved me, and gave him self for me. It 
is by his faith that we receive C hrist. .

Catherine felt a sharp tug on her sleeve and turned 
to the woman beside her. “Sister, will ye pray with 
me? I 'ave need o f such a faith.”

Catherine led the seeker to the side o f the crowd 
where they both bowed their heads. Catherine prayed 
first, then the woman. When Catherine looked up, she 
saw the tears running down the woman's wrinkled, 
weather-beaten face. “B less ye, Sister. I ’ve often  
'eard these M ethodists at their 'ym n -sing in g  and 
wanted to join them, but I didn’t know how. Now I’ve 
got a ’ymn-sing a ’goin’ in my ’eart.” ^
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FOR THE HOLY LIFE
Fifth in a Series on Christian Holiness

CHRISTUS VICTOR 
OUR GREAT SAVIOR

BY WILLIAM M. GREATHOUSE

“For this purpose the Son o f  G od was m anifested, 
that he m ight destroy the works o f  the d ev il’’ (1 John 
3:8).

F
or what purpose did Christ com e down  

from heaven?” asks Irenaeus, the most 
influential o f the early Fathers. Answer: 
“That he might destroy sin, over com e 
death, and give life to man.”1 

G o in g  to  the very  heart o f  E arly  
Church faith, he says again: “Our Lord bound the 

strong man and set free the weak, and gave salvation 
to his handiwork by abolishing sin.”2

This, Gustaf Aulen calls the C hristus Victor idea of 
Christ’s atonement.3 Christ died and rose not to cover 
up, but to destroy sin. His work was first and fore­
most a D ivine victory over the powers o f  ev il that 
have held humankind in bondage. In His flesh-and- 
blood body, the Son o f God, by His death and resur­
rection, has dethroned Satan and abolished sin and 
death!

The decisive victory Christ won FOR us as Jesus of 
Nazareth, crucified by men but raised by the Father, 
He gives TO us as the exalted Lord who sends down 
the Holy Spirit to continue His redemptive work in 
and through us until He returns in glory.

C h rist’s V ictory F O R  Us

In bold, im aginative term s, the N ew  Testament 
paints Christ’s victory over sin, death, and the domin­
ion o f  the devil. “And having disarmed the powers 
and authorities,” we read, “he made a public spectacle 
o f them, triumphing over them by the cross.”4

S peak in g  o f  H is approach ing  death , Jesus an­
nounced: “N ow  is the judgment o f this world, now 
shall the ruler o f  this world be cast out.”5 “And when 
he com es,” Jesus said o f the promised Advocate, “he 
will convince the world . . . concerning judgment, be­
cause the ruler o f this world is judged.”'’ Thank God, 
our ancient enem y has met his doom! Now we can
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Christ’s death has 
become our death to 
sinning, and His life 
our new life o f  
holiness and 
righteousness.

enjoy present victory, “because greater is He who is 
in you than he who is in the world.”7 

Sin i t s e lf  has a lso  been  p o te n t ia l ly  d estroyed . 
“Sending his own Son in the likeness o f sinful flesh  
and for sin, [God] condem ned sin in the flesh .”8 To 
condem n m eans more than to register disapproval. 
That the law could do. Paul can only mean what C. H. 
Dodd says o f this declaration: “By His life o f  perfect 
obedience, and His victorious death and resurrection, 
the reign o f sin over human nature has been broken.”9 
God, thereby, to quote W esley, “gave sentence that sin 
should be destroyed and the believer wholly delivered 
from it.”10

Positively stated, Christ has p o ten tia lly  sanctified  
every m em ber o f  His Body. Irenaeus put it m em o­
rably:

H e w as m ade an in fan t fo r  in fants, sanctify ing  
infancy; a ch ild  am ong children, sanctifying ch ild ­
hood, and  setting an exam ple o f  fd ia l  affection, o f  
righteousness a nd  obedience; a young man am ong  
yo u n g  m en , b ec o m in g  an exa m p le  to  them , a n d

sa n c tify in g  them  to the L ord . So a lso  he w as a 
grown man am ong older men, . . . sanctifying the 
older m en, and  becom ing an exam ple to them also. 
A n d  thus he cam e even to death, that he m ight be 
“the first-born  fro m  the d ea d ,” having the pre-em i­
nence am ong all, the A uthor o f  Life, who goes be­
fo re  a ll and  show s the way."
And finally, by His death and resurrection, He has 

“brought life  and im m ortality to light through the 
g o sp el.”12 “Through death” He has “destroyed him  
who has the power o f death— that is, the devil— and 
freed those who all their lifetime were held in slavery 
by their fear o f death.”13

This, in brief, is the glorious victory Christ has won 
FOR us— over Satan, sin, and death. Now let us con­
sider—

C h rist’s V ictory IN  Us
Christ’s victory becom es our victory when by peni­

tent faith— signed and sealed by baptism— we are in­
corporated into Him. Every fa c t  in His atoning work
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then becom es a factor in our unfolding Christian ex­
perience as we appropriate Christ him self as our life 
and holiness. Paul put it succinctly, “I  have been cru­
c ifie d  w ith  C h ris t;  it  is no lo n g er  I w ho live , b u t  
C hrist who lives in me; and  the life I now’ live in the 
fle sh  I live by fa ith  in the Son o f  G od, who loved  me  
and  gave h im se lf fo r  m e .’’14

First o f all, in conversion  we die with Christ, and 
with Him are raised to newness o f life. Appropriating 
His death on the Cross, we are ju stified — freed from 
the guilt and power reign o f sin; at the same instant 
we are regenerated— quickened with Him in the Spir­
it to a new life o f love and holy obedience. Christ’s 
death has becom e our death to sinning, and His life 
our new life o f holiness and righteousness. This is in 
essence what Paul says in Romans 6:1-11.

Secondly, in entire sanctification  we permit Christ 
who lives in us to becom e sovereign Lord o f our ex is­
tence. As those who have been “brought from death 
to l ife ” in regeneration w e m ust now “y ield  [our­
selves] to God . . . and [our] members as instruments

i  Christ who began to 
live in us at conversion 
now reigns in us!

o f righteousness . . .  for sanctification.” Such is Paul’s 
urging and promise in Romans 5:12-23 (specifically, 
vv. 13 and 19, RSV).

A nswering to this absolute abandonment o f  our­
selves to G od’s sovereign claims upon us, the Spirit 
then fully indwells us, m aking C hrist our sanctifying  
Lord. That is the essence o f what Paul says in R o­
mans 8:1-11. Christ who began to live in us at conver­
sion now reigns in us! In this sense, entire sanctifica­
tion is the actualization o f our conversion. To be truly 
sanctified is not to be a “super” Christian; it is to be a 
true Christian.

But let us be warned. Although we are no longer 
“in the flesh, [but] in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit o f  
God dw ells in [us],”15 w e are still liv ing in a body  
with urges and desires, which though not sinful in 
them selves, must “by the Spirit” be “put to death.” 
Like the apostle him self, we must “beat our body and 
make it our slave.”16 Otherwise, spiritual death may 
once again overtake us. Even though we may be gen­
uinely sanctified, w e are not yet glorified! This is 
Paul’s reminder in Romans 8:12-13.

It is our confident expectation, however, that our 
bodies shall be redeemed when Christ returns in g lo­
ry. Along with the entire created order, we “groan in­
wardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption o f  
our bodies.” And while w e wait, w e enjoy “the first

fruits o f the Spirit,” a foretaste o f the glory that will 
be ours when we see Jesus! Such is Paul’s theology in 
Romans 8:14-31.

Oh, what a blessed hope is ours!
W hile here on earth we stay,

We more than taste the heavenly powers,
And antedate that day.

We feel the resurrection near.
Our life in Christ concealed,

And with His glorious presence here 
Our earthen vessels filled.

— Charles Wesley 
This is not just theology, it is doxology! In the Spir­

it we cry, “Jesus is Lord!”17 With the angelic choir we 
sing, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns.”18 And with the redeemed o f all ages we join 
in a hymn to Christ the victor: “To him who sits upon 
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might for ever and ever!”19
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7. 1 John 4 :4, N A SB .
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9. C. H. D odd, The E pistle  to the R om ans, “The M offatt N ew  T estam ent 
C om m entary” (N ew  Y ork: H arper and B rothers P ublishers, 1932), p. 93.
10. E xplana tory  N o tes U pon the N ew  T estam ent (L ondon: Epw orth  Press, 
1950), p. 546.
11. A gainst H eresies, Bk. II, X X II, 4.
12. 2 T im othy  1:10, RSV.
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17. 1 C orin th ians, RSV.
18. R evelation  19:6, RSV.
19. R evelation  5 :13 . RSV. 1R

The Dawn When He Comes
I looked this morning for the dawn. . .  

but there was none. . .  
the sky looked gray-blue.

I looked for a dawn that never came.
Now I look for a Dawn that I hope will.
On that Day when He comes there’ll be light. . .  

bright. . .

But will He bring a Shekinah Dawn too?
Radiant with every shade and hue 

of pink, purple, orange and blue?
Or will He bring some colors new?

On that Day when the Son outshines the sun!

—Jeanne Barbasiewicz Hoogstad
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A ROCKING 
CHAIR AND 
THE BIBLE—
A Tribute to My Father

BY ROBERT E. PERRY

When the phone rang in my 
hospital room , I was not 
expecting  any calls, and I 

really did not feel like talking. I had 
just returned hom e from Africa where 
my wife and 1 had served as m iss ion­
aries for some 20 years. W hile visit­
ing my w idow ed m other  in G adsden, 
Ala., 1 had been hospitalized with se­
vere chest pains.

The caller identified herse lf  as a 
Nazarene in southern California and 
said that she had heard about my hos­
pitalization on the M issionary Prayer 
Line in K ansas City. She then asked 
if 1 were related to Mr. Tom Perry 
who once lived in the tow n where I 
was hospitalized.

“Yes,” 1 replied, “he was my father.” 
“You d o n 't  know  m e,” she contin­

ued, “but I lived in that small cotton 
mill village during the Depression. As 
a teenager, 1 walked past your paren ts’ 
home every day. I would  often see 
your father sitting in his rocker on the 
front porch reading the Bible in the 
late afternoons. That made a deep im ­
pression on me. W hen m y husband 
and I married, we m oved  to California 
where we cam e into contact with the 
Church o f  the Nazarene. We jo ined 
and have been m em bers  ever since.” 

That call m eant a great deal to me, 
and brought back m any  pleasant 
memories o f  my late father. He had 
gone to w ork in the coal m ines of

west A labam a at age 12 to help sup­
port his w idow ed mother. He later 
found em ploym ent in a cotton mill, 
an occupation that he followed for the 
rem ainder o f  his active years. He had 
no opportunity  to go to school, and

My father had great 
limitations, but out 
of weakness he was 
made strong.

grew up illiterate. By the time I en ­
tered the first grade in 1939, he was 
just learning to read.

One o f  the painful mem ories o f  my 
childhood is o f  m y father sitting by an 
open fireplace late in the evening, 
slowly tracing his ABC s on the lined 
tablet paper  that I had brought home 
from school. By persistence he 
learned to read and becam e a regular 
reader o f  the new spaper and the Bible. 
I never saw h im  read anything else.

At the end o f  his long, grueling day 
in the cotton mill,  he would  relax in 
his rocker  on the front porch o f  our 
mill house, still in his sweaty, lint- 
covered overalls, and read a chapter 
from his big Bible. It was there that 
m y caller had observed him from 
time to time ha lf  a century earlier.

My father had many limitations, 
having grown up without any formal 
schooling. He never taught a Sunday 
School class, nor sang in the choir.
He was never  able to buttonhole any­
one on the street or on a bus and ex ­
plain to them the Four Spiritual 
Laws. But he did what he could do:
He lived a godly life.

He was known throughout our mill 
village for his honesty, integrity, 
faithfulness, and faith. In a village 
that was rife with alcoholism and 
heavy drinking on weekends, he was 
one o f  the few teetotalers. A  pillar o f  
the small N azarene church that stood 
on the edge of  the village, he was al­
ways present at services and on 
time— despite the fact that he had a 
large family, heavy responsibilities, a 
difficult job ,  and no car. He walked 
everywhere that he wanted to go.

Although poorly paid, he gave reg­
ularly and generously to the church. 
Eight o f  us lived in our small two 
bedroom  mill house, but my father al­
ways volunteered to “keep the evan ­
gelist” during revival meetings.

Yes, my father had great l im ita­
tions, but out o f  w eakness he was 
made strong.

Many, including m yse lf  and my 
caller, will rise in the Judgm ent and 
call him blessed. A nd he, though be­
ing dead, yet speaketh.

He was a great man, m y dad!
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A middle-aged woman came into Emergency 
with a wad o f toilet paper pressed to her 
eye. If it hadn’t been for her loud, obnox­
ious voice, we might not have noticed her 

so quickly. She scream ed, “I'm blind, I ’m blind, I 
can’t see.’’

We immediately rushed to her side and guided her 
to one o f the rooms for examination.

Taking her vital signs, I asked the patient, “Can you 
tell me what happened to your eye?”

With a snaky bitterness in her voice, she said, “I 
was trying on shoes at the mall when a button popped 
from a shoe strap and ricocheted o ff the salesm an’s 
head and into my eye. I think I’m blind and I'm going 
to sue that salesman for everything h e’s got.”

I tried not to laugh. I’m sure that poor man whose 
forehead happened to get in the way o f a flying button 
would have to endure many months o f this woman's 
victimizing wrath.

Ever since Adam pointed a finger at Eve and said 
to God, “She made me do it,” the human race has 
been shifting the blame to som eone else for all its 
problems. Men blame wom en, wom en blame men.

adults blame their mothers or fathers, and children 
blame their parents.

W e’ve turned ourselves into a culture o f whiners. 
We live in a society o f blame and lawsuits, and I real­
ized, after meeting this woman, that we have to break 
the cycle o f viewing ourselves as victim s and become 
people o f power.

To help our society focus even more on who's to 
blame for our problems, w e ’ve conjured up phrases 
such as alcoholic and codependent, battered woman’s 
syndrome, battered children’s syndrome, victim s of 
crime, and the empty cradle syndrome.

There’s a support group for every and any kind of 
victim. Just look in the front o f a telephone directory 
to get the number for Al-Anon, Alano, Alcohol, and 
A lateen , a long with num erous other hotlines that 
y o u ’re fam iliar w ith and som e you co u ld n ’t even 
imagine. To be sure, many such groups do a lot of 
good in this rugged world o f ours.

Think back to years ago, however, when about the 
only phone numbers listed in the directory were the 
police department and the fire department. Have we 
turned into a nation o f  victims and whiners?

From Victim 
to Victor

BY YVONNE GILLIS

I t’s one thing to have suffered a 
hardship, but it’s quite another 
thing to cling permanently to 

the “victim” role.
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We must reflect on the mentality o f a person who 
thinks o f h im self as a victim and how detrimental that 
outlook is to a person’s self-im age and to us as a soci­
ety. How many times have you heard som eone say, 
“My wife drives me to drink,” or, “If the schools were 
more sensitive to our children’s needs, there wouldn’t 
be a drug problem.” It’s time that we take responsibil­
ity for our own actions and quit shifting the blame for 
our problems somewhere else.

From what’s just been said, I’ll probably be blam ed  
for being insensitive to the needs o f others. Sure, I re­
alize many people are victim ized both em otionally  
and physically, and that they suffer great psychologi­
cal afflictions and bodily harm.

It’s one thing to have suffered a hardship, but it’s 
quite a different matter to continue in the role o f v ic­
tim for months and even years with no desire o f ever 
empowering oneself to stand up and shake o ff the past 
to lead a productive life.

There is a way to break the vicious cycle o f hatred 
and depression, to become a victor instead o f a victim.

T hree Steps to Victory over V ictim itis
Three steps can help a person who feels victimized

to separate him self from overwhelming problems. Be­
fore we review these steps, we can first realize the 
power which God wants His followers to possess.

In 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul states, “God did not give us 
a spirit o f cowardice, but rather a spirit o f power and 
o f love and o f self-discipline" (NRSV). God did not 
give us a spirit o f fearfulness, but a spirit o f power to 
becom e strong in our minds to rise above the dark­
ness which may, at times, overwhelm us.

By following the three steps o f prayer, forgiveness, 
and reaching out and helping others, a victim can be­
com e a victor. He or she can then become a produc­
tive member o f Christ’s church and society.

P rayer allow s a person who view s h im self as a 
victim to achieve two goals. First, thanking the Lord 
for all that is right in on e’s life will draw the focus 
away from what may be wrong. Second, by com m u­
nicating to the Lord, a victim  has an understanding 
friend who will help him or her shift a “blaming atti­
tude” to one o f forgiveness. This brings us to the sec­
ond step. W hen we ask to be em powered with the 
spirit o f  forgiveness, we can shake those bitter and 
angry feelings o f having been wronged or battered or

Yvonne Gillis
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emotionally degraded. Yes! We all know how hard a 
task it is to forgive, how difficult it is to forget and 
separate oneself from an awful occurrence. But when 
we think o f Jesus and how He prayed on the Cross, 
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they 
do,” we realize that forgiveness is possible.

The ultimate o f  v ictim s, Jesus, was able, with a 
clear human heart, to overcom e His frustrations, to 
shift His focus from His own death to the ministering 
to the eternal needs o f others.

M inistering to others is probably the most effec­
tive way for a victim to start to heal. When we listen 
to others, we realize that many people have needs that 
are greater than our own. Extending a sympathetic 
heart or helping hand surprisingly makes us strong

and places us into the role o f healer and helper instead 
o f sufferer and victim.

Do we indulge ourselves a bit too much in our own 
miseries? Most o f the world’s people do not have ex ­
tra time to dwell on their problems. They are too busy 
trying to survive. If we involve ourselves in the lives 
of others, our own personal affairs lose a lot o f their 
victim izing power.

In complete contrast to our lady who fabricated the 
story o f losing her eye to a ricocheting button, w e can 
learn a lesson from Louis Braille, the son o f a leather- 
sm ith. In 1818, at the age o f  three, w hile cutting  
leather in his father’s shop, the knife slipped and 
plunged into L o u is’s eye. Sym pathetic ophthalmia 
and complete blindness followed.

Louis could have sat in a chair for the rest o f his 
life and been a victim o f circumstances. Instead, with 
a curious and strong mind, he discovered the power of 
touch and proceeded to develop the complete system  
o f Braille which is used today by blind people all over 
the world.

Jesus hung on the Cross, a victim unjustly abused. 
The Cross is not a sym bol o f  v ictim ization , but a 
symbol o f power, salvation, and triumph. Through our 
own renewed power, we can take an accusing finger 
and turn it into a hand o f compassion and love.

We can turn a v ictim ’s dism al existence into the 
life-style o f a victor in Christ. ^

The
Lost

Third
BY LaNELLE C. STILES

Iet’s all stand and sing verses one, two, 

and four!”

A Have you ever felt like the third 

verse of a four-verse hymn in a Nazarene 

service? Not for long, I hope, because too 

much of that kind of rejection could leave 

your self-esteem so shattered that all the 

king’s horses and Robert Schuller and 

Norman Vincent Peale and Dale Carnegie 

couldn’t put it together again.

Refusal to forgive 
keeps us behind the 
bars o f a victim’s 
prison .
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Why have we been so inclined to neglect the third 
verse o f our congregational hymns and gospel songs? 
Other denominations rarely do this. When you visit 
other churches, people don’t seem to be in any hurry 
to get through a hymn. The congregation stands pa­
tiently while the organist plays an entire verse. Then 
they sing every single stanza. And the “Amen." Even 
if it’s “How Firm a Foundation.”

Nazarenes, on the other hand, expect a four-mea­
sure introduction and three verses max. U nless it’s 
“Amazing Grace,” which is short anyway. O ccasion­
ally, we will repeat a final chorus, but not more than 
once, lest w e border on the practice o f  the Pente- 
costals. The exception , o f  course, is the invitation  
hymn on the last night o f a revival or the closing ser­
vice o f camp m eeting, when an infinite number is 
possible.

For som e reason, it is the third verse o f the song 
that usually gets left out. N ow it just happens that the 
third verse o f any hymn or gospel song is usually my 
favorite. Not being sure if this was because o f  an 
affinity for the underdog, a streak o f natural contrari­
ness, or the spiritual content o f their m essage, I decid­
ed to take a c loser  look. In thum bing through the 
Nazarene hym nal, 1 d iscovered  several recurring  
themes in these oft-neglected stanzas.

O ur S infulness
The first theme may account for our willingness to 

omit verse three, for quite often it is here that the 
hymn writer speaks o f man’s sinfulness and unworthi­
ness— ideas not popular in our “I’m okay” society. 
Christians o f an earlier day had no qualms about call­
ing themselves “wretches” or even "worms,” but "no­
body’s perfect” is about as negative as we are willing  
to be. Charles Wesley, however, in verse three o f “Je­
sus, Fovcr o f My Soul,” wrote, /  am all unrighteous­
ness. F alse an d  fu l l  o f  sin I am. In “Savior, Fike a 
Shepherd Fead U s” w e are p o o r  a n d  s in fu l,  and 
Robert Fowry reminds us that n o th in g  can fo r  sin  
atone . . . naught o f  good that I have done. Nothing  
hut the B lood  o f  Jesus.

Separation  from  the W orld
Separation from the world is another theme that oc­

curs frequently in these verses. Sin, with its fo llies , I 
gladly resign, a ll o f  its p leasures, pom p and  its pride  
("Nearer, Still Nearer”). Except, o f  course, those I can 
experience vicariously (via the m iracles o f modern 
technology) in the privacy o f my own home. Since it 
is so easy for Satan to blind us with the distractions o f  
the w orld , perhaps w e need  to spend m ore tim e  
singing. Since m y eyes were fixed  on Jesus, I ’ve lost 
sight o f  a ll beside, So ench a in ed  m y sp ir it’s vision, 
looking at the C rucified  (“All for Jesus"). More and 
more, I find m yself singing, I want to live above the 
w orld th ough  S a ta n ’s d a r ts  a t m e are h u rled ; F o r  
faith  has caught the jo y fu l sound, the song o f  saints 
on h ig h er g ro u n d  (“Higher Ground”). W ho would  
want to regularly skip this powerful verse:

/  rise to walk in heaven’s own light 
A bove the w orld and  sin 
With heart m ade pure and  garm ents white 
A nd  C hrist enthroned within.

“The Cleansing Wave”

Fiving above the world leads naturally into the next 
third-stanza theme: the Spirit-filled life. To the w orld  
no more m y heart is turning, since the Lord sanctified  
me  (“How the Fire Fell”). Verse three o f the stately 
hym n, “ H eavenly Father, K ing Eternal” ack n ow l­
edges man’s fallen condition: From our present lowly 
station elevate us by Thy grace  and pleads Fill us with 
Thy H oly Spirit; F or like Thee, Lord, we w ould be.

“ Does anyone sing this  
anymore? Does anyone 
believe th is anym ore?”

The D eeper Life o f H oliness

The gospel song often follow s a pattern in which 
the first verse exalts Christ and His power; the sec­
ond, the work o f salvation; and the last, final victory. 
It is the third verse that speaks o f the deeper life o f  
h o lin ess . A m ong the m ost fam iliar are “The Old 
Rugged Cross”: F or 'twas on that old  cross Jesus su f­

fe r e d  a n d  d ied  to pardon  a nd  sa n c tify  m e; “I Will 
Praise Him”: Then G o d ’s f ir e  upon the a lta r o f  my  
heart was set aflam e; “ 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Je­
sus”: Just fro m  sin and s e lf  to cease.

Even the hymns devoted entirely to the message of 
holiness emphasize in the third verse inner cleansing

“Can you im agine? A m in ister’s wife who can’t  sing 
the th ird  verse of ‘A Mighty F ortress Is Our God’ 

w ithout the  hym nal!”
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and freedom from sin: A ll s e l f  consum e, a ll sin d e ­
stroy! (“Pentecostal Power”) and F or the Sp irit has 
control, Jesus sa tisfies  m y sou l (“He A bides”). Dr. 
Bresee’s favorite, “The Comforter Has C om e,” cap­
tures it all:

Lo, the great K ing o f  K ings,
With healing in H is wings,
To every captive soul 
A fu l l  deliverance brings;
As thro' the vacant cells 
The song o f  trium ph rings:
The C om forter has come!

Other hymns speak o f the riches o f life in the Spir­
it, available to all, but only at the cost o f  com plete 
surrender: Take a ll m y w ill, m y p a ss io n , se lf, a n d  
pride. I now  surrender, Lord  in me abide  (“Cleanse 
M e”). Haldor Lillenas spoke o f this commitment in 
“My Wonderful Lord": A ll the talents I have I have 
la id  at Thy fe e t;  Thy approval sha ll be m y reward. 
(Perhaps today we should sing “the applause o f men, 
a recording contract, and a guest shot on the 700  
Club— or at least a seat on the church board— shall be 
my reward.”) Be m y store great or small, I surrender 
it a ll to m y wonderful, w onderful Lord.

The rewards o f life in the Spirit include a deep, per­
sonal communion: H e has com e to dw ell in my inm ost 
s e lf  . . . W hat com m union sw eet and  what rest com ­
plete . . . (“Altogether Lovely”). Fanny Crosby spoke 
o f the pure deligh t o f  a single hour  (or perhaps ten 
m inutes o f  quality tim e) tha t b e fo re  T hy th ro n e  I

Christians of an earlie r  

day had no qualm s about calling  

them selves “ w re tch es” or even 

“ w orm s,” but “ nobody’s 

p e rfe c t” is about as negative  

as w e are w illin g  to be.

sp en d  (“I Am Thine, O Lord"). A s we live in this 
realm o f  grace where the Savior's presence is so near 
I can see H is sm iling  fa c e ,  w e find “Joy Unspeak­
able” and the assurance that “Jesus Will Walk with 
M e” . . . giving m e vic t'ry  through storm  an d  through 
strife.

Victory

This is the most prevalent “Verse-Three Theme" of 
all. Not final victory in heaven, but victory over sin in 
this world. Remember this one? Freedom  fro m  pride
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“Sir, you have been recom m ended for our rem edial singing class th a t  m eets in the basem ent 
of our annex. I t’s ju s t starting , you still have tim e to m ake it .”

and all sin fu l fo llie s , freed o m  fro m  love and  g litter o f  
gold; freed o m  fro m  evil tem per a n d  anger, g lorious  
freedom , rapture untold  (“Glorious Freedom”). Does 
anybody sing this anymore? D oes anybody believe  
this anymore? First and second generation Nazarenes 
did. This verse we should never omit.

Joy and H appiness
Happiness, joy, blessing— over and over the hymn 

writers use the third verse to express these fruits o f  
the victorious life.

I w ill p ra ise  m y d ea r  R ed eem er; H is tr ium phan t 
pow er I ’ll tell. H ow  the victory H e g iveth  over sin, 
and death a nd  hell (“I Will Sing o f My Redeemer”).

H e has g iven  m e a n ev e r-fa ilin g  jo y  . . .  to  H is  
p ra ise  /  w ill m y ra n so m e d  p o w e r s  e m p lo y  (“It Is 
Mine”).

Peace w hich passeth  understanding, jo y  the w orld  
can never give . . . (“Sweetly Resting”).

Oh, the unsearchable riches o f  C hrist! Freely, how  
freely they flow. M aking the souls o f  the fa ith fu l and  
true happy w herever they go  (“Unsearchable R ich­
es”).

M y h ea r t s in g s  a g la d  a n d  ju b i la n t  so n g  (“The 
Closer I Walk”).

M y h ea r t’s overflow ing , I ’m happy a nd  free  (“He 
Brought Me Out”).

Pray and  pra ise  thee w ithout ceasing, G lory in Thy 
perfect love  (“Love Divine, All Loves E xcelling”).

Once again, Fanny Crosby eloquently sums it up:

W ith  n u m b e r le s s  b le s s in g s  ea ch  m o m e n t H e  
crowns;

and  fi l le d  w ith H is fu lln ess  divine,
I sing in my rapture, Oh, glory to G od  
F or such a R edeem er as mine!

“He Hideth My Soul”

Why would we ever leave that verse out?
N one o f  this su ggests there are not d ifficu lties  

along the way. But there is also within these verses 
the absolute assurance that after we pass through the 
valleys, the day will com e when we can sing:

I stand  on the m ountain o f  blessing a t last 
N o cloud  in the heavens a shadow  to cast.
H is sm ile is upon me, the valley is past.
F or H e is so precious to me.

“He Is So Precious to M e”

It could be that someone will read this article and 
decide to organize The Society for the Propagation o f  
Third-Verse Singing in the Church o f the Nazarene. 
Okay, probably not.

But maybe we should have services in which we 
sing only verse three o f a number o f songs. Maybe 
w e’ll just take a closer look at the message o f all the 
familiar hymns we love to sing. As for me, I have de­
cided that the next time I play the piano or organ for a 
serv ice , no matter w hich  verses the congregation  
sings, I'm going to play verse three.
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Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

BY TOM FELDER

A C O M M ITM ENT TO M IS ­
SIONS . . . Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Church of the 
Nazarene celebrated the 
burning of  their mortgage by 
making financial commit­
ments to plant two new 
churches. The church decid­

ed to take the amount they 
had been giving to building 
payments and apply it to the 
new church plants, according 
to W alter Crow, senior pas­
tor.

One of  the new churches is 
in Jenison, Mich., a suburb of 

Grand Rapids. The 
other is in Berlin, 
Germany.

“The Grand Rapids 
congregation has a 
strong commitment to 
missions at home and 
abroad,” Crow said.

Michigan District 
Superintendent C.
Neil Strait (pictured  
left) was present for 
the mortgage burning 
celebration along 
with Pastor Crow.

The O livet Nazarene University Orpheus Choir, under the direction 
of 0 . George Dunbar, sang th e  N ational Anthem  prior to  a game 
between the  Indiana Pacers and the  D etro it P istons in the  M arket 
Square Arena recently .

A SENIOR ADULT ROC GROUP
. . . They don 't sing and 
play instruments, but a group 
of  senior adults at Linwood 
Church of the Nazarene in 
Wichita, Kans., has formed a 
ROC group. The group—  
Retirees On Call— was orga­
nized in 1991 as a ministry 
for the senior adults of the 
Linwood Church. The 
retirees use their many tal­
ents and skills serving other 
older adults by providing 
home maintenance, minor 
repairs, yard work, and paint­

ing. The group also provides 
transportation for seniors 
who cannot get to and from 
doctors’ offices, grocery 
stores, and other locations.

ROC meets at a local res­
taurant once a month for fel­
lowship and planning (pic­
tured below).

“ROC has been successful 
at Linwood because their pri­
mary goals are to glorify God 
and to be grounded on the 
Solid Rock," said Harlan 
Buettner, senior pastor.

HOOSIER HYSTERIA . . .
Olivet Nazarene University’s 
Orpheus Choir sang the 
National Anthem prior to a 
NBA game in the Market 
Square Arena recently as a 
part of Hoosier Hysteria, an 
event sponsored by the uni­
versity. Under the direction 
of  D. G eorge Dunbar, the 
choir sang prior to a game 
between the Indiana Pacers

ONE HUNDRED YEARS . . .
Friends and family recently 
celebrated the 100th birthday 
of Clara Laird, a retired 
Nazarene minister. The cele­
bration was held at Tiffin, 
Ohio, First Church of the 
Nazarene, where Laird pas- 
tored in the 1930s.

A native of  Ohio, Laird 
graduated from G od’s Bible 
School in Cincinnati in 1915. 
She and her husband, A. J .  
Laird, pastored several 
churches in Wisconsin, Illi­
nois, and Ohio. She was

and the Detroit Pistons.
The Hoosier Hysteria 

activities included a gather­
ing o f  about 600 ONU alum­
ni and friends in downtown 
Indianapolis f o ra  rally. Prior 
to the NBA game, O N U ’s 
m en’s basketball team won 
an exhibition game in the 
arena. About 2,400 ONU 
supporters watched both the 
exhibition and NBA games.

ordained in 1919 on the Wis­
consin District.

Since her retirement in 
1962, Laird has continued to 
serve the church as Sunday 
School teacher and supply 
pastor.

A unique ministry?
A special honor?

A great achievement?

If you know of Nazarenes in the news, let us 
know too. Send information and photo to: Close 
to Home, Herald of Holiness, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, M0 64131.
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

REV. G LEN W  A B L A . 7 7 , p a s to r  and 
evangelist o f 50 years, D enver, C o lo., Apr. 
25. 1992. S u rv ivo rs : w ife . M arga re t; son, 
Edwin; daugh te r. S haron  (M rs . B ill) M ille r; 
one b ro the r; tw o  s is te rs ; seven g ra n d c h il­
dren; one g rea t-g randson .

GEORGE AYRES, SR., C am bridge , Ont., 
Mar 10. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , M arie ; fo u r  c h il­
dren.

LOIS BRASHER, 74 , H ous ton , Tex., Feb.
10. S urv ivo rs: tw o  b ro the rs .

CHRISTINA JEAN BROOKS-STOKES, 22, 
Duncan, Okla., Feb. 17. S u rv ivo rs : husband, 
Thom as; paren ts , Dan and S he lia  B rooks; 
fou r g randparents.

HORACE F. CHANSLER, 84, Brea, C a lif.; 
Oct. 2 3 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  F ra n c e s ; s o n , 
W ilb u r ;  tw o  s is t e r s ;  o n e  b r o th e r ;  tw o  
grandch ild ren; one g re a t-g randson .

REV. W. RAY CLOER, p as to r o f 55 years, 
C o lum b ia , S .C ., M a r. 4 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , 
Elizabeth (M is s  J o h n n ie ) ; s o n s , W illia m , 
Jack. M ichael: daugh te r. Kathy S e ibert; tw o  
brothers; one s is te r; seven g ra n d ch ild re n .

REV. D E LM A R  R. D R A V E N S TA TT , 64 , 
B radenton, Fla.. Dec. 22. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
M ildred ; d a u g h te rs , S he ila  C obb , P am ela 
M o rr is , L o r i D r a v e n s ta t t  ; s o n s , G a ry , 
J e ffre y ; tw o  b ro th e r s ;  o n e  s is te r ;  n in e  
grandchildren.

LEW IS (B IL L ) R D U BS, 75 , Y o rk , Pa., 
Jan. 8. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , E lo ise ; d a u g h te r, 
Toni (M rs . J e rry )  P o rte r; son , D avid ; fo u r  
grandchildren.

HARRY R. FOUNDS, SR., 70 , W ilm in g ­
ton, Del., Nov. 24. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A lice; 
sons, Harry, J r., Dean; daugh te r, Dawn.

RUTH M. GEARHART, 82, H ow ell, M ich ., 
Feb. 18. S urv ivo rs : sons, Low e ll, S tephen.

REV. OTTO G LEN N  H A H N , 8 5 , fo rm e r  
p ro fe s s o r a t O liv e t N aza rene  U n iv e rs ity , 
Bethany, Okla.. M ar. 3.

SKELTON M . JOHNSON, 76, Four Oaks, 
N.C., Jan. 4. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , H a rrie t Betty; 
daughter, Carol A rn o ld ; son , S teven; g rand ­
children.

JO SE P H  R O B E R T  L E M A S T E R S , 4 7 , 
E lyria , O hio , M a r. 8. S u rv iv o rs :  m o th e r, 
Geraldine; s is ter, C harlo tte ; b ro the r, Keith.

NEIL G LUCE, JR ., 72 , S tro n g , M a ine , 
Mar. 5. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Laura; dau g h te rs , 
Rocqueline T a rg e tt, C h e ry l G o d in g ; so n s , 
R a lph  L u c e , J a m e s  L e e m a n . D a v id  
Simeoni; 18 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 13 g re a t-g ran d ­
children.

REV. REED J. R IC H A R D S , 9 9 , C e da r 
Rapids, Io w a , M a r. 15. S u rv iv o rs :  so n s , 
W illiam . R obe rt; d a u g h te r, Lo is  R ich a rd s ; 
one sister.

CARRIE ELLEN SPECK, 95 , D ave np o rt, 
Okla. S u rv iv o rs : 2 so n s ; 3 d a u g h te rs ; 11 
g ra n d ch ild re n ; 17 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 2 
g rea t-g rea t-g randch ild ren.

REV. ARTHUR STOTT, re tire d  m in is te r, 
88, K e n n e w ic k , W a s h . S u rv iv o rs :  w i fe ,  
Freda; d a u g h te r ,  B a rb a ra  W e b b e r ;  tw o  
grandch ild ren; one g re a t-g ran d ch ild .

ELMER M . W IL L IA M S . 6 9 , M a n y , La., 
Mar 11. S u rv ivo rs : tw o  b ro the rs ; tw o  s is ­
ters.

INA B. ZAC H AR AY, 8 7 , M o u n t V e rn o n , 
Ohio, Feb. 2. S u rv ivo rs : son , B eecher A lan 
Zachary; d a u g h te rs , C o ns tance  K o lp itck e , 
Dorothy B urton ; one s is te r; one g randson ; 
three g randdaughte rs; five  g re a t-g ra n d ch il­
dren.

Births
to  PAUL AND K IM  (W AITE) D A H LM AN , 

C ro w n  P o in t, In d ., a b o y , E rik  S te p h e n  
Lance Feb 9 

to  M AR K AND DONELLA (PEAL) DAVIS, 
Irv ing , Tex., a boy, Colten M ark , Dec. 12 

to  K E V IN  A N D  S U Z E T T E  (M O R G A N ) 
D O A K , C o lu m b u s ,  O h io , a g i r l ,  N ic o le  
E lizabeth, Dec. 17 

to  D AVID  AND DO RIS (KE LLY ) DRAIN, 
L o w e ll, M ich ., a boy, E llio tt T hom as, Jan. 
18

to  BR EN T AN D  LO R I HAGEN. S e a tt le , 
W ash ., a boy, C u rtis  D avid, M ay 1 2 ,1 9 9 2  

to  B IL L  A N D  M A R C Y  (H O F F P A U IR ) 
H A M IT E R , B e th a n y , O k la ., a g ir l ,  O liv ia  
Leeann, Jan. 20 

to  TODD AND KATHY (PITTS) HIEBERT, 
Pasadena, Tex., a boy, N icho las Bryan, Mar.
9

to  K IA N  A N D  S H A R I H O LS TE A D , San 
D iego, Calif., a g irl, Natalie, Ju ly  7 

to  KEN A N D  C A R O L (G A IL E Y ) H O LT, 
Q uincy, M ass., a boy, C harles Jam es, Jan. 
21

to  KENNETH AND BECKALYN PERDUE, a 
boy, M a tth e w  B rian, Jan. 26 

to  REV. J IM  AND DEBBIE THO M PSO N, 
P ortland , M ich ., a g irl, S tephanie  Kay, Dec. 
4

to  K E V IN  A N D  J E N N IF E R  W E B S T E R , 
F a irv iew  H e igh ts , III., a g ir l, A lis o n  Grace, 
M ar. 7

to  J O H N  A N D  B E C K Y  (B O O D W A Y ) 
W ESTO N , G rand  P ra ir ie , Tex., a boy , Ian 
S co tt, Jan. 2

Marriages
A nn M o ck and D ennis Belzer at Chandler, 

A riz., Feb. 27 
Jo y  Rene S chu ltz  and R oger Dean A llen 

at Kansas City, M o., Oct. 3

Anniversaries
T O L B E R T  E U G E N E  A N D  A N N A  M AE 

M ITC H E LL, San A n to n io , Tex., ce lebra ted  
th e ir  7 0 th  w e d d in g  a n n iv e rs a ry  Feb. 10. 
T h e  M itc h e l ls  h a v e  o n e  d a u g h te r ,  tw o  
g ra n d ch ild re n , and one g re a t-g ra n d d a u g h ­
te r. They are m em bers  o f San A n ton io  First 
Church .

W IL L IA M  AND RUTH T H IL L , Lena, III., 
ce lebra ted  th e ir  65 th  w e dd in g  ann ive rsa ry  
recen tly  w ith  a su rp rise  recep tion  g iven b y  
th e ir  ch ild re n . The T h ills  have 6  sons, 16 
g ra n d ch ild re n , and 18 g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

J O H N  A N D  A D A  C H A M B E R L A IN , 
N e w be rg , O reg ., re c e n tly  c e le b ra te d  th e ir  
50th  w e dd ing  ann iversary . They have one 
son and th ree  g randch ild ren .

R E V. B E R N A R D O  A N D  A L IC IA  
RODRIGUEZ, Boyle H eights , C alif., ce lebra t­
ed th e ir  50 th  w e dd ing  a nn ive rsa ry  M ar. 27 
w ith  a renew al o f vo w s  and recep tion  hos t­
ed by th e ir  ch ild ren .

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
PER R Y A R B O G A S T , f r o m  s tu d e n t, NTS, 

K a n s a s  C ity ,  to  p a s to r ,  C a rm ic h a e l 
(C alif.) V alley Oaks 

CARL N. BAKER, fro m  C arlsbad  (N .M e x .)
F irst, to  Grand Ju n c tio n  (C olo .) F irst 

H W E S L E Y  B A R N H IL L , f r o m  C l i f to n  
S p rin gs , N.Y., to  P ortage, Pa.

JE R A LD  D. BATTERBEE, fro m  S t. L o u is , 
M ich ., to  Pauld ing, Ohio

JAM ES E. BAU G H M AN , fro m  R icha rdson , 
Tex., to  N ashville  (In d .) P arkv iew  

LAWRENCE O. BLIGHT, fro m  Bonney Lake, 
W ash., to  M edfo rd  (O reg.) First 

EUGENE T. B R A N T LE Y , fr o m  S av a n n a h  
(Ga.) Eastside, to  A lbuque rque  (N .M ex.) 
H o liday Park 

KENNETH M. BROW N, fro m  D ru m w n g h t, 
Okla., to  Las Cruces, N .M ex.

R A N D Y  L. B R O W N , fro m  A ro n a , Pa., to  
S heakeyville, Pa.

TE R R Y  C. BU C H AN A N , fro m  L itt le  R ock 
(A rk.) S pring lake , to  Severy, Kans. 

HAR LAN D  D. BUETTNER, fro m  O klahom a 
C ity  (O k la .)  P e n n s y lv a n ia  A v e n u e , to  
W ich ita  (Kans.) L inw ood  

R ICHARD L. CHEW , to  p as to r, A nada rko , 
Okla.

R O N A L D  E. C O R B IN . S R .. f r o m  W e s t­
cheste r, Calif., to  Pasco, W ash.

GARY R. CUNN IN G H AM , fro m  evange lism  
to  pas to r, D anville  (In d .) Calvary 

M IC H A E L M . GREENW OOD, fro m  D enver 
(C o lo .)  C o tto n w o o d  L ak es , to  Y um a , 
Colo.

M ARK A. HALE, fro m  s tud e n t to  associate, 
G rove C ity, Ohio 

K E N N E T H  J . H O S T E T L E R , to  p a s to r ,  
Lebanon (Tenn .) W e st V iew  

D A V ID  R. H U D S O N , f r o m  B a r t le s v i l le  
(Okla.) F irst, to  E lkhart (In d .) First 

ROBERT D. LAMBERT, JR ., fro m  associa te , 
S ilv e r  V a lle y , Id a h o , to  p a s to r , U n io n  
Gap, W ash.

BRADY R. LANE, fro m  M o un t Vernon, Tex., 
to  Laurel, M iss.

R U DO LPH LEE, fro m  B rid g e p o rt, In d ., to  
Ind ianapo lis  (In d .) Eagledale 

BRUCE A. LEW IS, fro m  W in d s o r, O nt., to  
B erthoud  (C olo .) Garden Valley 

C H A R L E S  E. L O C K A R D , J R . , f r o m  
P la inview , Tex., to  H om er C ity, Pa.

D A V ID  M c G A R R A H , fr o m  M o n te  V is ta , 
Ariz., to  M oscow , Idaho 

BRUCE P. M AIER, fro m  associa te , S tockton  
(C alif.) Delta, to  pas to r, L inco ln , Calif. 

S T A N  N M A R T IN , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
In d ia n a p o lis  ( In d .)  F irs t, to  a sso c ia te , 
F lint (M ich .) Central 

JO H N  R. M A X W E LL , fro m  m is s io n a ry  to  
evange lism  

TIM O TH Y D. M ILLER , fro m  associa te , Fort 
W a yn e  ( In d .)  Lake  A v e nu e , to  p a s to r, 
Decatur, Ind.

NELS R. NELSON, fro m  chapla incy to  pas­
to r, Post Falls, Idaho 

M ICHAEL A. PRINCE, fro m  Y um a, Colo., to  
B ou lder (C olo .) Sou th  Broadw ay 

D O U G LA S  C. PU G H , f r o m  In d ia n a p o lis  
( In d .)  Eag leda le , to  In d ia n a p o lis  ( In d .)  
Law rence

K E R R Y  R O B IN S O N , f r o m  p a s to r ,  
G re e n s b o ro ,  In d . ,  to  s tu d e n t ,  N T S , 
Kansas City 

SCOTT JAY  R O BIN SO N , fro m  a s s o c ia te , 
M o ore sv ille , Ind., to  pas to r. B rid g ep o rt, 
Ind.

D O U G  E. R U N C IE . f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
O k la h o m a  C ity  (O k la . )  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
A v e nu e , to  a s s o c ia te , W ic h ita  (K a n s .) 
F irst

R O BE R T G. R U S S E L L , f r o m  a s s o c ia te , 
Lynnw ood , W ash., to  pas to r, R edm ond, 
W ash.

M IC H A E L R. SATTERLEE, fro m  S u b le tte .
Kans., to  S ta ffo rd , Kans.

KEVIN J. S IM O N S, fro m  associa te , D ublin  
(Ga.) F irst, to  associa te , Fort O gle thorpe 
(Ga.) Battle fie ld  Parkway 

JEFFREY A. SLATER, fro m  s tuden t to  pas­
to r, A lbany, Ind

JO H N  C. S L U Y T E R , fr o m  M ia m i (F la .)
S ou th  H eights , to  Avon Park (Fla.) First 

JA C K  S M IT H , f r o m  A r l in g to n  (T e x .)
M iss ion , to  W ahiaw a (H aw aii) English 

M A R K  E. S T E IN E R T , f r o m  C o n n e rs v ille  
( In d .) G ortne r M em oria l, to  G reensburg  
(In d .) C o m m un ity  

H A R O L D  E. S U M A N , f r o m  M a r t in s v i l le  
(In d .) T rin ity , to  G reensboro, Ind.

R O BE R T L. W A L L S , to  p a s to r ,  L o w e ll,  
M ich

R. VAN W IL L IA M S . JR ., fro m  Farm ington, 
M o., to  Phoenix (Ariz.) M onte V is ta

Announcements
SPRINGFIELD (M O .) FIRST CHURCH w ill 

ce lebrate  its  65  ann ive rsa ry and new b u ild ­
ing  d ed ic a tio n  June  6. F o rm er m e m be rs , 
pas to rs , and fr ie n d s  are inv ite d . For m ore 
in fo rm a tio n , call (417 ) 862 -5549 .

NEW HAM PSHIRE (OHIO) CHURCH w ill 
ce lebrate  its  50th  ann ive rsa ry Ju ly  18 w ith  
special se rvices at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. There 
w ill be a c a rry -in  d in n e r a t noon . F orm er 
pastors, m em bers, and fr ie nd s  are invited. 
For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , w r ite  R ev. Dale 
Eades at Rte. 196. P.O. Box 6, New H am p­
sh ire, OH 45870 , o r phone (419 ) 568 -2185 .

PAPILLIO N (NEBR.) HERITAGE CHURCH 
(FO R M ER LY FAY BOU LEVAR D ) w ill ce le ­
b ra te  i t s  5 0 th  a n n iv e r s a ry  J u n e  3 -4 . 
F orm er pastors, m em bers, and fr ie nd s  are 
in v ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , w r ite  6909  
C o rn h u s k e r R d ., P a p ill io n , NE 6 8 1 3 3 , o r 
p h o n e (4 0 2 )3 3 1 -8 9 0 0 .

PALM YRA (IN D .) CHURCH w ill ce lebrate 
i ts  3 5 th  a n n iv e r s a ry  A u g . 15 . F o rm e r  
fr ie nd s , m em bers, and pas to rs  are invited. 
For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , con tac t the chu rch  at 
P.O. Box 317, Palm yra, IN 4 7 1 6 4 -0 3 1 7 , or 
p h o n e (8 1 2 )3 6 4 -6 9 8 6 .

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been recom m ended  

by th e ir  respective  d is tr ic t superin tenden ts: 
JOHN C. COFFMAN, evange lis t, 502  W . 

M ain, N orth  M anchester, IN 4 6962 , by Oval 
L. S tone, N ortheastern  Indiana D is tric t 

SHELLY HEAD, song  evangelist, 1037 E. 
P rairie, O lathe, KS 66061, by Keith W rig h t, 
Kansas C ity D is tric t 

PHILIP  K. M cG LAUFLIN , evangelist, RFD
5. Box 520, Bangor, ME 04401 , by Clarence 
C. H ild re th , M aine D is tric t 

HOMER M ENEELY, eva ng e lis t, 3 8 0 6  N. 
D eerlake  D r., L o o n  Lake, W A  9 9 2 4 8 , by 
S teven C. Fletcher, N o rth w es t D is tric t 

R A Y M O N D  E. RO W E, e v a n g e lis t, 7 34  
Fa irs ton  St., P ittsb u rgh , PA 152 0 4 -2 5 1 0 , 
by J. Roy Fuller, P ittsb u rgh  D is tric t

Moving Missionaries
BATY, REV. DUANE and SUE, P h ilipp ines, 

F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 4 1 2  M e a d o w b ro o k  
L n „  O lathe, KS 66062 

BRUNK, M R. KEVIN and JOAN, E cuador—  
SAM  R egional O ffice, Furlough Address: 
2561 Debbie Dr., L im a, OH 45807 

C O LL IN S , REV. ROBERT and  FRANCES, 
Brazil. Field Address: C.P. 6586 , Agencia
B. G e ra ld o , 1 3 0 8 2  C a m p in a s , S P , 
BRAZIL

C R A F T , R E V. R O B E R T  a nd  R A M O N A , 
P h ilipp ines, Field A ddress: P.O. Box 328, 
8 0 0 0  D avao  C ity , M in d a n a o , P H IL IP ­
PINES

D U N N , D R . R O B E R T  a n d  C O N N IE , 
A u s t r a l ia ,  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s :  3 4 3  
D iv is ion  St., T um w ate r, W A  98512



F IR E S T O N E , M R . B R A D  a n d  N A N C Y . 
D om in ican  R epublic, Furlough Address: 
6905  Longview , Shawnee, KS 66218  

GLASSCO, REV. GARY and LINDA, Papua 
N ew  G u in e a , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 521 
S.W . Je ffe rson  St.. Sheridan, OR 97378 

G U A N G . D R . A L B E R T O  a nd  L IL L IA M . 
M e x ic o ,  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 1 5 6 4  
D iederick Blvd., Russell, KY 41169  

HOLSTEAD, DR. JOHN and NATALIE, Hong 
Kong, F u rlough  A ddress: c /o  6401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City. MO 64131 

KETCHUM, REV. TERYL and KATHY, Haiti, 
Furlough A ddress: 1011 26th  Ave. N.E., 
O lym pia , W A 98506  

M cC A R T Y , DR. M IC H A E L  and RAC H EL, 
T h a ila n d .  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s :  c /o  
D y k h o u s e , 2 9 5 1  B la c k  B r id g e  R d ., 
Osseo. M l 49266  

M c M A H A N , REV. D A N N Y  and  C H ER YL. 
P h ilipp ines, Field Address: P.O. Box 641, 
1502 G reenhills . M e tro  M anila , P H IL IP ­
PINES

O V A N D O , REV. S A M U E L  and  E V E LY N . 
M e x ic o , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : c /o  Rev 
Charles C rouch, P.O. Box 31, K ingsbury , 
CA 93631

POE, REV. BRENT and C Y N TH IA , Papua 
New  G u inea , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 4 9 2 0  
C harlestow n R d „ New A lbany, IN 47150  

R A Y . R EV. H A R O L D  a n d  E M IL Y , 
G u a te m a la , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 5 0 7 9  
M ango Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89122  

SARM IENTO , REV. CHRISTIAN and M AR- 
GIT. Ecuador. Furlough  A ddress: 12921 
T renton , O lathe, KS 66062

S IL V E R N A IL , REV. KEITH  and GENEVA, 
T r in id a d — C N TC , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 
7224  N.W . 36 th , No. 292, Bethany, OK 
73008 , Te lephone: 4 0 5 -7 87 -1 95 6  

SYVRET. M ISS  ELLEN, Papua New Guinea. 
F u rlough  A ddress: c /o  C la rkson, 9 Adel 
V a le , Leeds. W . Y o rk s h ire , ENGLAN D  
LS16 8LF

W A R D , REV. VER N E, JR . and N A TALIE , 
Papua New  G uinea, F u rlo u g h  A dd re ss : 
P.O. Box "S ", Nam pa. ID 83653 

W EBB, REV. L A R R Y  and  JU D Y , B o liv ia , 
F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 7 9 5 6  P each  P o in t 
Ave.. San D iego, CA 92126  

Z IC K E F O O S E , M R . C R A IG  a n d  G A IL . 
Fu rlough  A dd ress : Venezuela , F urlough  
Address: c/o  M lkke loon . 1152 H a rr itt Dr.. 
N.W .. Salem . OR 97304

DIRECTORIES
B O A R D  O F  G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S
O ffice : 6401 The Paseo, Kansas C ity. MO 
64131 . John  A. K n igh t, cha irm an ; D onald 
D. O w e n s , v ic e - c h a ir m a n ;  W i l l ia m  J. 
P rince, secre ta ry ; Eugene L. S tow e. Jerald 
D. Joh ns on , R aym ond W . Hurn.

G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S  E M E R IT U S :
G e o rg e  C o u lte r ,  9 3 1 0  C a n te rb u r y .  
L e a w o o d . KS 6 6 2 0 6 ; V. H. L e w is . 140 6  
C a m brid g e , O la the, KS 6 6 0 6 2 ; O rv ille  W. 
Jenkins . 230 9  W . 103rd  St., Leaw ood, KS 
6 6 2 0 6 ; W i l l ia m  M . G re a th o u s e , 1 1 7 9  
R osew ood Tra il. M o un t Ju lie t, TN 37122.

P&B Update:

Life Dividends Mailed to Forty Districts
Near the first o f  the year, the Board o f  Pensions and 

Benefits USA issued dividend checks to 40 districts par­
t ic ipating  in the N H H P  G roup  T erm  Life Insurance 
Plan. The refunds were on the life insurance portion of  
N H H P  and am ounted  to a total o f  nearly $11,000. It 
was the  11th consecu t ive  year  that such d iv idends  
were paid.

The N H H P  Group  Term  Life Insurance Plan is part 
o f  the Nazarene Health and Hospitalization Program ad­
m in is te red  by the B oard  o f  P ensions  and  B enef i ts  
USA. O ver  half  o f  the U.S. districts are participating 
in this medical, dental, and life insurance benefit plan 
for church employees. O ver $14.6 million in medical 
and dental benefits  were distributed in 1992 on behalf 
o f  the nearly 3,000 participants (many with dependent 
coverage) .  D uring  the quad renn ium . $55 m il lion  in 
benefits  were paid from this self-insured program.

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA  
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284

/ r v  C J vm A c J v 

. . .  tu n c l fflo r v te '

W h en  s ittin g  in a pew  on Su nday m o r n i n g . . .  
G ath ered  around the p ian o  fo r fa m ily  w o r s h i p . . .  
or by y o u rs e lf in p erso n a l d e v o t i o n . . .

SING YOUR PRAISES TO THE LORD.

The ^ f c ,  W  Sing to the Lord hymnal offers many 
of the greatest hymns, choruses, and readings of all 
ages. Millions of believers have found these expres­
sions true to Scripture and experience. Discover the 
truth found in these songs and see why this new hym­
nal is a treasury of timeless worship, devotion, and in­
spiration for your church . . . and home.

Brown h h m b -660
Blue HHMB-661
Maroon h h m b -662
Gray h h m b -663

each  $9.95

L illenas Publishing Company  
To Order Call: 1-800-877-0700

44 H e ra ld  o f H oliness



NEWS OF RELIGION
NAE EXPRESSES CONCERN FOR HURTING WORLD

ROY NICHOLSON DIES
Roy S te p h e n  N ic h o l s o n ,  
general superintendent em er­
itus of the Wesleyan Church, 
died Mar. 2.

Ordained in 1925. Nichol­
son s e rv e d  p a s to r a t e s  in 
North Carolina and Virginia 
for 11 years.

He also served the denom ­
ination as general secretary 
of W esleyan Youth  (1934- 
35), Sunday School literature 
ed i to r  ( 1 9 3 5 -3 9 ) ,  g e n e ra l  
secretary of Home Missions

Religion is "very important" 
to most A m er ic an s  (79% ), 
according to a recent Barna 
Research G roup  poll. Still 
more people (87%) said God 
hears p eo p le 's  p rayers  and 
has the p o w e r  to  a n s w e r  
them.

"Jesus  C h r is t  rose  from  
the dead and is sp ir i tua lly  
alive today" was confirmed 
by 80 percent,  hut only 70

( 1 9 3 9 -4 3 ) ,  e d i t o r  o f  T he  
W esleyan M ethodist (1943- 
47), and general president of 
the  W e s le y a n  M ethodis-t 
Church (1947-59).

F ro m  1959 to  1968 he 
se rv e d  as c h a i rm a n  o f  the 
d e p a r tm e n t  o f  r e l ig io n  at 
Central Wesleyan College.

Nicholson is survived his 
w i fe ,  W i n i f r e d ,  an d  tw o  
sons, Roy, Jr., and Lee. He 
was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Ethel.

percent said He would come 
back. The B ib le’s teachings 
were "totally accurate” to 55 
percent, and 46 percent said 
it was a personal responsibil­
ity to share their faith with 
others.

Almost three in four said 
m inisters  were expected  to 
live up to higher moral-ethi­
cal standards than the gener­
al populace.

The 51st annual session of 
the National Association of 
Evangelicals went on record 
to ca ll  c h u r c h e s  to b r in g  
"hope to our hurting world." 
The body met Mar. 7-9 in 
Orlando, Fla.

In a resolution adopted in 
the leg is la tive  session,  the 
NAE said, "In bringing hope 
to a hurting world, we must 
follow the example of Jesus, 
who fed the hungry, healed 
the sick, cared for children, 
and reached out to the poor 
and neglected of  His day. To 
do otherwise would deny the 
very faith that motivates us 
to share  the good news of 
salvation.”

In another statement, the 
NAE expressed its concern 
about the violence in former 
Yugoslovia and called for a 
ha l t  to  the  f ig h t in g .  “ As

evangel ica l  Chris t ians ,  we 
reject and condemn all vio­
lence targeted against inno­
cent people on the grounds 
of  ethnic identity,” read the 
s ta te m e n t .  T he  reso lu t io n  
also called on denominations 
and the churches affilia ted 
with the National A ssoc ia ­
tion of  Evangelicals to wel­
come refugees from the for­
mer Yugoslavia to the Unit­
ed States.

D. M o o d y  G u n te r ,  F i ­
nance Division director, was 
honored by the NAE for his 
service to the organization. 
Gunter  was present for the 
meeting along with a number 
of  other Nazarenes, includ­
ing: Raymond W. Hurn, Jack 
Stone, Stephen Nease, Gene 
Fuller, J. V. Morsch, Phyllis 
Perkins. John Smee, Vernon 
Lunn, and Roger Parrott.

CHRISTIANITY STILL POPULAR

Raising
WT* JKids
This new Dialog Series book is de­
signed for adult Sunday School classes 
whose participants are raising kids. 
James Dobson, Grace Ketterman, and 
other Christian parents give insights 
on topics such as discipline, unfair ex­
pectations, anger and abuse, solving 
problems together, and teaching inde­
pendence.

H H 083-4H -450X  Leader 
HH083-411-4518 S tu d e n t

Order from Your Nazarene Publishing House 

1- 800 - 877-0700
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TRIBUTE TO A MOVING PASTOR
by John A. Wright

It is Thursday, and the moving 
van is here. Sorry I can’t help, 

but stooping and lifting makes me 
dizzy. O f course, I might boss, but 
then that might not work either. 
You might get dizzy. Perhaps I 
could just check to make sure you 
didn't leave anything behind.

There they go, down the road o f  
Creative Growth to the town o f  
Larger Service. My! The house 
seems empty. This is where they 
lived the last four years. I ’ll check 
once more. No, they didn’t leave a 
thing. Guess I’ll just sit here on 
the steps awhile. Kind o f sad to 
see a family move away. Perhaps 
that’s the sacrifice the small 
church makes for the Kingdom.

Hey! W hat’s wrong with me? 
They did leave som e things be­
hind. There are som e things you  
can’t take with you when you go.

They left their exam ple, and it 
was good. Not just words, but 
some o f those things that speak 
much louder than words.

They left the guidance they 
gave us. Godly guidance. We un­
derstand our duty much better 
than before.

They left a lot o f inspiration. 
K nowledge is one thing, but they 
motivated us to greater service.

They left their fellowship. They 
can’t take that away. Time and 
again they shared their open 
hearts.

They left concern with us. We 
have a vision o f  a world much 
larger and needier than before.

They left their love, expressed 
in so many ways. My! They left a 
lot behind.

N ow  the real question is; what 
will I do with all this? It’s too 
valuable to waste. I know where 
there is a wheel I can borrow 
(that’s a wheelborrow). It is w o­
ven out o f memories and made 
strong with acts o f service. I’ll 
load it all on and take it down the 
road o f Borrowed Time. I’ll laugh 
som e and maybe even sing, but 
most o f  all I’ll be a better person. 
So will we all. ^

%

FIRST S E M IN A R S  
9:00 a .m .  

REPEATED AT 
10:30 a .m .

When you are in Indianapolis . . .  
plan to  attend our

FREE PUBLIC SEM INARS
• HOWto Plan Economical Church Facilities

• HOW to  l\now When to  Expand or Relocate

• HOW to  Finance Your Church's Next Project

• A lternatives to  Constructing New Churches

• HOW Small Churches Can Afford Professional Help

• HOW to  Make Your Church Facilities More Functional 
. . . and Appealing!

Saturday, July 24,1993—Omni 5everin Hotel
(Just one block from the Hoosier Dome!) 

ASSOCIATION OF NAZARENE BUILDING PROFESSIONALS
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David Koresh says he is the Messi­
ah?” quizzed Joey. Knowing he 
had gained my attention, he hit 

me with the big one, “Is he?”
"That kid's watching too much CNN,"

I thought. But as I sat there trying to word 
an answer for my nine-year-old, I realized 
that his question was a 
legitimate one, not only 
for a child but for any 
person who would seek 
to tell truth from error.
Je sus  h im s e lf  said,
"D on’t let anyone fool 
you. Many will come 
and c la im  to be me.
They will say that they 
are the M ess iah ,  and 
they will fool many 
people" (Matthew 24:4- 
5, CEV ). In a w orld  
where anyone  may 
cla im  to be " G o d 's  
anointed" (the def in i­
tion of messiah or Christ), what distin­
guishing characteristics set Jesus apart 
from the impostors?

First of all, Jesus fulfilled numerous 
Old Testament messianic prophecies. His 
birthplace (Bethlehem). His childhood 
home (Nazareth), His ancestry as a de- 
scendent of David, His miracles. His com­
passion, His suffering. His betrayal. His 
death and resurrection, even the exact 
price that would be paid to Judas for be­
traying the Son of God (Zechariah 11:12) 
— all were foretold within the Old Testa­
ment. something which wasn't lost on the 
writers of the Gospels. The chance of 
someone fulfilling more than 300 specific 
prophecies made hundreds of years earlier 
seems impossible, but Jesus did.

The true Messiah is a Man of history, 
who lived at a specific time and fulfilled 
specific prophecies, among which were 
stipulations that He would be sinless and 
that He would "save His people from their 
sins.” It is not unusual to find persons 
who claim to have this ability . . .  if you 
visit a nearby mental ward. However. Je­
sus knew that talk was cheap. Anyone 
could say he has power to forgive. Jesus 
went beyond words by performing won­
derful miracles. Blind men were made to 
see, lepers were cleansed, thousands were 
fed with a few fish and barley cakes, de­
moniacs were set free, a woman with a

hemorrhage was healed, even a dead man 
was brought back to life. Today’s messi- 
ahs are big on talk, but ask them for a 
miracle and about the only one they can 
muster is a disappearing act.

The Messiah is a suffering servant, one 
who comes into the world, not for himself, 

but for the lost. Run this 
measure by any self- 
proclaimed prophet. Do 
you see any selflessness 
at all? Hardly. They 
want pleasure, fame, 
wives, lots of press, and 
power, but they are ex­
ceedingly short on hu­
mility. They d o n 't  
come to "bring glory to 
the Father" as did Jesus. 
They come to bring 
glory to their “god." 
who just happens to be 
themselves. How con­
venient.

Another thing. The real Messiah has to 
die. That's a tough one. Jim Jones did it, 
but not without taking 900 or so of his 
followers with him. A few others, like 
David Koresh. intoxicated with their own 
lies, have done it.

But the coup d ’etat, the ultimate proof 
of messiahship. is that the grave cannot 
hold the real One. The apostle Paul pow­
erfully brings this home in chapter 15 of 1 
Corinthians. "But Christ has been raised 
to life! And he makes us certain that oth­
ers will also be raised to life” (v. 20, 
CEV). Paul knew this to be so because 
some 500 persons testified to the fact that 
they had seen Jesus alive following His 
resurrection. Paul himself had been con­
fronted by the post-Resurrection Christ. It 
was such a confrontation that it changed a 
Jesus-hating Jewish religious leader into 
a Christian who thought nothing of giving 
his own life to honor the One he unequiv­
ocally knew to be the Christ.

And that rem inds me of  one other 
thing Messiah does— He draws others to 
himself— not to hurt or take advantage of 
them, but to give them peace for today 
and hope for tomorrow.

That's  something that false messiahs 
like David Koresh will never do.
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wives, lots of press, 

and power, but they 
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short on humility.
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CHURCH REGISTERED IN TWO NATIONS
SOLOMON ISLANDS
The Church of  the Nazarene 
is officially registered in the 
Solomon Islands, according 
to R obert  H. Scott ,  W orld  
Mission division director.

T h e  G e n e ra l  B o a rd  
approved  en trance into the 
Solomon Islands at its 1992 
m ee t ing ,  and v e te ran  m i s ­
sionaries Wallace and Mona 
W h i te  w e re  a p p r o v e d  to 
open  the  w ork . S ince  tha t 
t im e, the W hites ,  w ho  are 
missionaries in Papua New 
G uinea ,  have been m aking 
c o n t a c t s  in the  S o lo m o n  
Islands and recently started 
services there. The registra­
t io n  now  m e a n s  th a t  the  
W hite  fam ily  can m ove  to 
the  S o lo m o n  I s la n d s  and  
establish a residence there.

In addition  to the W hite  
f a m i ly ,  the  P a p u a  N ew  
G u inea  N azarene  N ational  
Board raised funds to send 
R e v .  an d  M rs .  A n d re w  
Moime, a ministerial couple 
from their country, to assist 
in the start o f  the new work. 
Moime will serve as pastor

and  c h u r c h  p la n te r  in the 
capital city of  Honiara on the 
island of  Guadalcanal.

TANZANIA
The denom inat ion  also has 
been officially registered in 
th e  c o u n t r y  o f  T a n z a n ia ,  
according to Scott. The reg­
istration on Mar. 5 conclud­
ed a three-year effort on the 
p a r t  o f  the  A fr ic a  Region 
and Nazarenes in Tanzania 
to achieve official status for 
the denomination.

The church began work in 
the coun try  in 1990 at the 
invitation of  a few congrega­
t io n s  in T a n z a n i a  that 
w is h e d  to  u n i te  w i th  the 
d e n o m in a t io n .  T h e r e  are 
now 31 churches and 2,398 
members in the country.

T he  o ffic ia l registration 
also means that missionaries 
D ary l l  and  V e rn a  Stanton 
received a residence permit 
a l lo w in g  them  to m ove to 
Tanzania .  They will set up 
r e s id e n c e  in th e  c i ty  of 
M b e y a  n e a r  th e  Z am b ian  
border.

NAZARENE KILLED IN MUSLIM/HINDU STRIFE

LOUISE CHAPMAN DIES
Louise Robinson Chapman, 
100. died April 12. She was a 
retired missionary and former 
g e n e ra l  p r e s id e n t  o f  the 
N a z a re n e  W o r ld  M is s io n  
Society.

Funeral services were held 
Apr. 17 at Pasadena, Calif., 
First Church of the Nazarene.

Louise Robinson was born 
in 1802 in the state of Wash­
ington. She was a graduate of 
Northwest Nazarene College.

W h i le  in c o l le g e ,  she 
accepted G o d 's  call to m is­
s ion  s e rv ic e .  O rd a in e d  in 
1920 by R. T. Williams, she 
was appointed to Africa that 
sam e  y ea r  and  s e rv e d  in 
Swaziland and the Transvaal 
in so u th e rn  A fr ic a  for  22 
years. During those years, she 
s e rv e d  as an e v a n g e l i s t ,  
m a tro n  o f  a g i r l s '  s c h o o l ,  
bu ilde r ,  head  o f  a m ission  
s ta tion, district supe r in ten ­
dent. teacher, and nurse.

In 1942. Robinson returned 
from  A fr ic a  and  m a r r ie d  
General Superintendent J. B. 
Chapman. They were married 
five years until his death in 
1947.

In 1948, Louise Chapman 
was elected general NWMS 
president. She served in this 
capacity for 16 years. Those 
years were m arked  by p re ­
vailing prayer, financial vic­
to r ie s ,  and an in c re a s e d  
vision for the mission task of 
the Church of the Nazarene. 
M any  o f  the  N W M S  p r o ­
g ra m s  in e x i s t e n c e  to d ay  
were begun during that era.

Following her retirement. 
Chapman continued to travel 
and speak, even after a para­
lyzing illness. Her ministry in

The Eastern European D is­
t r ic t  o f  the C h u r c h  o f  the 
N azarene was organized  in 
M oscow  Mar. 31. G enera l  
S u p e r in t e n d e n t  J e ra ld  D. 
Jo h n so n  p res ided  o v er  the 
organization. Nazarene m is­
sionary Chuck Sunberg is the 
district superintendent.

in te rces s io n  
ex p an d ed  in 
la te r  yea rs  
and she also 
c o n t i n u e d  
mission work 
by cha l leng ­
ing N a z a r e n e s  to g iv e  to 
World Mission Radio. Last 
year. Nazarenes gave more 
than $157,()(X) to World Mis­
sion Radio in honor of Chap­
m an’s 100th birthday.

"She was a great woman in 
the Church of the Nazarene." 
said Nina G. Gunter, general 
NWMS director. “Dr. Louise 
Chapman has influenced the 
church for eight decades, and 
that inspiration will continue. 
She lived in the loop of  the 
ch u rc h ,  c h a l le n g in g  eve ry  
g e n e ra t io n  to ho ly  l iv ing ,  
intercessory prayer, and mis­
sion commitment. The inter­
national church family will 
m iss her  wise cou n se l  and 
prayerful support."

At the time o f  her death, 
Louise Chapman was resid­
ing at the Casa Robles Naza­
rene Missionary Retirement 
Center in Temple City, Calif.

Chapman is survived by a 
s is ter,  F lo rence  G erlach ; a 
stepson, Paul; a stepdaughter, 
G ra c e  R a m q u is t ;  s e v e ra l  
g r a n d c h i ld r e n ,  n ie c e s  and 
nephews; and her longtime 
caregiver, Beuna King.

Memorials for World Mis­
sion Radio in Dr. Chapman's  
honor may be sent to the gen­
eral NWMS office; 6401 The 
P ase o ,  K a n sa s  C i ty ,  MO 
64131. Make checks payable 
to the  G e n e ra l  T re a s u re r .  
Church of the Nazarene.

C u r r e n t ly  th e re  a re  52 
members on the new district, 
but the char te r  will remain 
open until Aug. 1.

"The spirit o f  the service 
was exciting," Johnson said. 
"A lready God has given us 
so m e  e x c e l l e n t  p e o p le  in 
Moscow as well as in Kiev.”

The NYI president at a Naza­
re n e  c h u r c h  in B o m b a y .  
India, was recently killed in a 
b o m b  b la s t .  T he  b o m b in g  
was part o f  the co n t in u in g  
s t r i f e  b e tw e e n  H in d u  and  
M u s l im  f a c t io n s  th a t  has  
r o c k e d  p a r t s  o f  In d ia  in 
recent months.

Diwakar Wankahde, super­
in te n d e n t  o f  the W e s te rn  
M aharash tra  S tate D istrict,  
reported that the young m an 's  
body was found in March in 
the ru b b le  a f t e r  a b o m b  
e x p lo s io n  in B o m b a y .  He 
said the victim had apparent­

ly been passing through the 
vicinity when the explosion 
occurred.

T h e  y o u n g  m a n ,  whom 
W ankahde  did not identify, 
had been a Christian for two 
years and was the only son in 
his family.

“These sad happenings in 
our city are a matter of daily 
concern," said Wankahde. "It 
is so sad to see our city has 
become the victim of interna­
t io n a l  t e r r o r i s m .  It needs 
peace and an atmosphere of 
b ro ther ly  love, which  only 
Christ can offer."

For the latest news about the 
Church of the Nazarene, phone 

Nazarene TeleNews at (816) 333-8270.

NEW DISTRICT ORGANIZED IN RUSSIA
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■ M nf the C anad ian  Rockies,
Then W f  wUh the luxurious
Lake Louise, shimmering
Chateau framed by NlRoGA-

October l l- '5 , - _

For more intormation

s s s r s — *
mtemational Church 
of the Nazarene 
6401 The Paseo

G lorieta C on ference  C en ter, located  in the beautifu l 
Sangre de C ris to  m oun ta in s  o f  northern  N ew  M ex i­
co— just m iles from  h isto ric  S an ta  Fe and rich  in n a ­
tive A m erican  and  O ld  W est cu ltu re . N IR O G A —  
S ep tem ber 13 -1 8 ,1 9 9 3 .

S chroon  L ake Inn , nestled  nex t to  p ic tu resque 
S chroon  L ake in the b rea th tak ing , co lo rfu l A d iron ­
dack m oun ta in s  o f  U pstate  N ew  Y ork . N IR O G A —  
S ep tem ber 27— O cto b e r I, 1993.

S itua ted  on St. S im ons Island— the largest o f  G eo r­
g ia ’s G olden  Isles, E pw orth -by -the-S ea  conference 
cen te r is fam ous fo r its John and C harles W esley  h e r­
itage. N IR O G A — N ovem ber 1-5, 1993.

T he M elbourne H ilton , located  in one  o f  the m ost 
p o pu la r vacation  spots in F lo rida , m inutes from  the 
beach , go lf, o r the K ennedy S pace C enter. N IR O G A  
— M arch 8-12, 1994.

E ureka Springs, quain t destination  for travelers to the 
O zark  M ountains o f  northw est A rkansas, and hom e 
to the w orld -fam ous P assion  P lay and  the C hrist o f 
the O zarks. N IR O G A — M ay 2-6, 1994.

A t the base o f  m ajestic  P ikes Peak lies C o lorado 
S prings and  the h istoric A ntlers D oubletree H otel, 
m inu tes from  the G arden  o f  the G ods, the A ir Force 
A cadem y, and old C olo rado  C ity . N IR O G A — June 
13-17, 1994.



E CO ND-C LASS POSTAGE PAID AT KANSAS CITY. M ISSO UR I •  JUNE 1993 NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Features of the Month

A lienas
M U S I C R E A T I O N S

i W  ...................................

i i l l m  U t * * •
Still T h an k fu l
M arilynn  H am  takes her  ex p ress ive ,  c rea tive  ta lent and  app lies  it to a 
fasc ina t ing  b lend  o f  m us ic  styles. P erfec t  fo r  p e r fo rm a n c e  at con tes ts ,  
c h u rc h  serv ices ,  o r  for y o u r  o w n  persona l  en jo y m en t .  S o n g s  inc lude: 
“ O  G o d .  O u r  H elp  in A ges  Past" ; “ M y G o d  Is R e a l” ; “ In the N am e  of  
the L ord" ;  “ Yes, He D id .”
H H M B -651
H H T A -9159C

Book
Stereo  C assette

$7.95
510.98

T he S u n d ay  W orsh ip  D uet B ook
T h is  co l lec tion  o f  24  se lec tions  for  S un d ay  m o rn in g  w o rsh ip  serv ices  
p rov ides  a library  o f  voca l  duets .  S co red  for  one  h igh  and  one  m e d iu m  
voice ,  this fo rm at a l low s  for a w ide  var ie ty  o f  vocal com b in a t io n s .
T h e  book  is in  a large, ea sy - to - re ad  fo lio  size, w ith  the key b o a rd  
a c c o m p a n im e n t  inc luded. A rran g e d  by Tom  Fettke.
H H M B -656  Book  
H H T A -9156S  S plit-C hannel C assette  
H H M U -9 156C  S tereo  A ccom panim ent C assette  
H H M U -9 1 5 6 T  S tereo  A ccom panim ent CD

Bo oj
$14.95
$19.98
$60.00
$85.00

Hymns,

Classics, 13 
and Songs ^

°f Praise

Fetfe

iW M N tt  
n*B0  .
t . v H r

BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY

A Look at the Role of Women in Ministry. 
Past, Present, and Future

L e a d e r s h i p  

in the C h u « *

c  s . C O W L E S

Ordained Ulomen 
in the Church 
of the flazarene

REBECCA A  '  l-A IR D  v
r \ w \

A W oman’s Place?
L ea d ersh ip  in the C h u rch
By Dr. C. S. Cowles. “ It is time for the church to rediscover the richness, 
beauty, and spiritual power that can be released only through the full 
expression of w om en 's  unique gifts." Cowles examines key biblical pas­
sages, and calls for the church to open its leadership positions to whomev­
er the Holy Spirit should call.
1111083-411-464X $11.95

Ordained Women in the Church o f the Nazarene
T h e  First G e n e ra t io n
By Rebecca Laird. Laird introduces some of the most influential women of 
the church’s formative years. Susan Norris Fitkin, Olive M. Winchester. 
Elsie Wallace, and many more. Their lives challenge us to recognize, sup­
port, and honor all women pursuing their convictions and following the 
leadership of the floly Spirit.
H H 0 8 3 -4 11-4526 $9.95
Prices subject to change without notice Plus postage

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE FINE MONTHLY FEATURES TODAY!
C all u s  a t  1-800-877-0700

N A 7 A R F N F  PURI ISHINC. H O I R F
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