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C H U R C H  O F  T H E  N A Z A R E N E



Na z a r e n e  H ig h er  E d u c atio n  .

A  w o r ld  o f  In flu e n c e
As th e  C hurch  of th e  N azarene ga thers  for th e  G eneral A ssem bly th is sum m er, o n e  s tu n n in g  

observation  is th e  w orldw ide im pact o f ou r colleges, universities, an d  theo log ical se m i­
nary. M any of ou r m issionaries— doctors, nurses, ad m in is tra to rs , p reachers, an d  te a c h ­
ers— are living w itnesses to the  value an d  in fluence of N azarene h igher edu ca tio n .

From  th e  earliest days of th e  C hurch  o f th e  N azarene th e re  has b een  a great p a r tn e rsh ip  b e ­
tw een  evangelism  and  edu ca tio n . T hese tw in  th ru s ts  from  th e  G reat C om m ission  co n tin u e  
to  be expressed  th ro u g h  th e  w ork o f ou r schools.

N azarene colleges, un iversities, an d  theological sem inary  are in sep arab ly  linked to  th e  ch u rch  
in  th is vital p a rtn e rsh ip  of m inistry. Take an  active role in su p p o rtin g  o u r schoo ls by

•  Praying regularly  for your regional college, N azarene Bible College, 
an d  N azarene Theological Sem inary;

•  E ncouraging  o u r young  peop le  to  a ttend ; and

•  C on tinu ing  th e  strong  financial su p p o rt p rov ided  by 
ed u ca tio n a l bud g e ts  an d  special gifts.

NAZARENE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, AND GREAT BRITAIN

Canadian Nazarene College Nazarene Theo log ica l S em inary
Eastern Nazarene College N o rth w e s t Nazarene College
M idA m erica  Nazarene College O live t Nazarene U n ive rs ity
M ou n t Vernon Nazarene College P o in t Lom a Nazarene College
Nazarene Bible College S ou the rn  Nazarene U n ive rs ity
Nazarene T heo log ica l College Trevecca Nazarene College

(M anchester, England)



DID YOU KNOW..,
O  Nazarene pastors in developing countries often receive a salary 

of little more than $35.00-$50.00 a month?
O  Public education in many countries is not free and often includes 

expenses such as tuition, school uniforms, textbooks, and supplies?
O  Many Nazarene pastors' children are in need of financial assistance 

in order to pay for their education expenses?

HOW YOU CAN HELP...
O  For $18.00 a month, you can sponsor a Nazarene pastor’s child 

and help send him to school.
O  Your support will lift a great burden from Nazarene pastors and their 

families in developing world areas who desperately need this help.
O  You will receive a picture and biographical profile of the child 

you are sponsoring, as well as the opportunity to correspond 
with and pray for your child.

O  Your local church will receive 10% Mission Special credit.

H THE PASEO 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64131 
816-333-7000 EXT. 2530

Yes! I want to make a difference!
□Please begin my sponsorship today o f  Nazarene pastors' children at $18.00

U.S. ($22.50 Canadian) a month per child.
□ I  am unable to make a monthly commitment at this time, but I am enclosing a 

one-time gift of $___________

Individual/Group Name:.

Street Address:_______

City:________________

. Local Church:.

APPROVED 10% MISSION SPECIAI
Mail check and application to:
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries 
World Mission Division 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131

In Canada:
Church of the Nazarene Canada 
No. 7,3800-19th St N.E.
Calgary, AB T2E6V2
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When Y ou Pray

Relinquishment 
or Resignation?

E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical theol­
ogy and spiritual formation at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary.

“I g iv e  u p .”  W ith a sigh that sounded 
like a Kansas w indstorm . I resigned 
myself that day to never being free 
from daily headache pain o f  one kind 
or another. That three-w ord prayer 
(so to speak), sounded  and felt very 
much like “ Forget it" o r  “ W ha t 's  the 
use.” A prayer o f  resignation m aybe, 
but not a prayer o f  relinquishment.

The two ways o f  praying, arising 
out o f  life’s struggles and d isappoin t­
ments, are very different and lead to 
vastly different answers. H ow we 
long to find a rest in the m idst o f  
foreboding world  events. The turmoil 
and confusion seem  to seep their  way 
into our systems, tainting our daily 
living with anxiety and fretfulness. 
How do we find that rest so e loquen t­
ly promised the people o f  G od  in H e­
brews 4:9-11 ?

I believe the p rayer  o f  re linquish­
ment can be the way in. You w o n ’t 
find it easy to pray this way, rather it 
will be a struggle— but a struggle of  
immense significance. R elinquish­
ment was not easy for Moses, A b ra ­
ham. or David. Paul battled it out 
over his thorn  in his side until he re ­
linquished it to the grace o f  God.

We learn best, however, from  the 
lessons o f  the Garden. It was in Geth- 
semane that the model relinquishment 
prayer was offered. Take your Bible,

and in quiet meditation, read those 
passages again. Walk back into the 
scene, sense the S av io r ’s struggle.
His questioning, see the physical 
stress and strain. Hear His prayer,
“ My Father, if  it is possible, m ay this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
w ill, but as you w ill"  (M atthew  
26:39, NIV, italics added).

T h a t’s the issue, isn ’t it? I t’s a m a t­
ter o f  His will or mine. Not hard to 
write about, pretty easy to discuss 
and debate, but a different ball gam e 
when it com es to living it! W hat it 
com es dow n to is self-surrender. It 
m eans struggle, not just giving up. 
This prayer is Christian through and 
through, not a bowing to fatalism or 
determinism. We will identify with 
A braham  and his son on the m ountain 
and with Jesus in the Garden.

T he battle, however, leads to g lori­
ous freedom, a freedom from the 
tyranny o f  the self-life. My will gives 
way to G o d ’s will, it is put 
on the Cross, but be­
cause o f  the R esurrec­
tion it is raised anew.
As Richard Foster 
says, “ We are dealing 
with the crucifixion of  
the will, not the oblit­
eration o f  the will . . .
In the crucifixion of  
the will we are enabled 
to let go  o f  our tight- 
fisted hold on life and 
follow our  best 
prayers” (Prayer: F ind ing  the H eart's  
True H om e, Harper, 1992, p. 52).

M y sojourns into relinquishment 
p rayer  will reveal potential hazards 
and dangers. If  I am  not alert, I will 
find that I have carelessly fallen for 
another  “ formula trap" or gimmick.
In other words, if I really, really relin­
quish this issue to God, then my 
p rayer  will be answered.

Jesus did not find it so. How He

agonized over the cup He was to 
drink, finally bow ed to His F a the r ’s 
will . . . and still faced the Cross. 
Som etim es we will receive that for 
which we pray, sometim es not. That 
is not the issue. W hat is important is 
to know that what m ay not be given 
us now, will be returned resurrected! 
God is always for us. Jesus did not 
get the answer He prayed for. but 
grace and pow er have f lowed from 
His cross and the em pty  tom b ever 
since!

I have a suggestion. For the next 
two months, include a consistent time 
o f  reading Psalm 37:3-7 in your quiet 
time with the Lord. Let the words 
sink deep. M emorize it and take it 
with you through your day. In your 
reading, concentrate on the words 
C om m it, Trust, D elight, R est (KJV) 
or Be still (NIV).

W hat would it m ean to truly co m ­
mit your situation to a loving G od? 
Are you trusting Him, confident in 
His resurrection power, for your 
dilem m a? W hat would happen if 
you began to delight in His grace, 
s teadfast love, and shepherd ’s care 
even before there was an answer?

W ouldn 't  this be enough to bring rest 
to your soul, to find the raging storms 
quieted by His presence?

Try praying this portion of  the 
psalm back to God. It might go som e­
thing like, “O  God, I do com m it this 
situation to You today. I will trust in 
Your sovereign grace” and so on.
May you know the powerful presence 
o f  the risen Christ as you pray the 
prayer o f  relinquishment. tfc

Jesus did not get the answer He 
prayed for, but grace and power 
have flowed from His cross and 
tomb ever since!

A u g u s t  1 9 9 3 3



Editor’s Choice

The Nazarenes: Those

L o o k . T h e r e  t h e  c h il d  s t a n d s  in the 
doorway. Those wide eyes tell you that 
this six-year-old is a bit scared on this, his 
first visit to a Nazarene Sunday School.

He glances back and notices that his 
mother has already disappeared into that 
abyss of a hallway. He starts to suck his 
thumb, but then seems to remember that 
he is not supposed to do that, so he resists.

Look into his eyes. You get the sense 
that he, in his short stay on earth, has al­
ready encountered pain and fear. Those 
bruises on his arm— playground bruises 
or parental abuse? Clothes? Clearly K- 
Mart quality.

A Nazarene Sunday School teacher ar­
rives just in time. He bends down like a 
baseball catcher in order to greet the boy 
at the child’s “eye level” (nice move, 1 
think). He finds out the boy’s name. Ike, 
it is. The teacher gives him a big hug (an­
other nice move). “Ike, I ’m so glad you 
came today.” Little Ike almost smiles. 
You can tell that he has already learned 
not to trust a white man too quickly.

If you make a call at Ike’s home next 
week, you will discover that his neighbor­
hood is a suburb of hell. His mother is a 
single parent, never married, and an alco­
holic.

This you would learn too. Just about 
everyone has given up on Ike. And his 
mom, Bobbie— way too late for her.

The psychologists have pronounced a 
million times that there’s not any hope for 
six-year-old Ike. You’ve heard them say it 
(even in church): “By age three , the 
child’s personality is set for life.”

If the child is raised in a dysfunctional 
home, in a poverty-stricken environment

that saps his self-esteem, there’s not much 
hope for wholeness. After all, “By age 
three . . . ”

Beh av io r ism , the m ost  pe rvas ive  
view of humankind in North Ameri­

ca, will tell you that it’s too late for Ike, 
and way too late for Bobbie. After all, 
people are mere passive lumps that envi­
ronment shapes as it will. Bad environ­
ment = a bad person. The idea that a per­
son is free or able to rise above his or her 
environment is laughable fiction to a be- 
haviorist.

You will turn out to be exactly what 
environment makes you— nothing more, 
nothing less. Whether you become a mis­
sionary or a murderer, you are not to be 
praised or blamed.

And as for Bobbie and little Ike— well, 
society has already shoved them in irrevo­
cable directions.

If you try to argue that persons are free 
and responsible and able to change, they 
quote their Bible to you— the writings of 
B. F. Skinner, the author of the education­
al theory in which almost every public 
school teacher in the nation has been 
trained. He declares that, "Personal ex­
emption from a complete determinism is 
revoked as a scientific analysis progress­
es” (Beyond Freedom and Dignity, 18). 
Did you get that? No exceptions; we are 
all products of determinism. Saint Skinner 
declares, “Little or nothing remains for 
autonomous man to do and receive credit 
for doing. He does not engage in moral 
struggle and therefore has no chance to be 
a m oral hero  or c red i ted  with inner 
virtues” (75).

“ W hat is being abo lished  is a u ­
tonomous man,” Skinner declares. “His 
abolition has long been overdue . . .  He 
has been constructed from our ignorance” 
(191).

This unbiblical view of mankind has 
gained such prevalence that millions to­
day really believe that society is responsi­
ble for their willful acts of crime and sin.

But w hat o f  the hum an poten tia l  
psychologies? Aren’t they more op­

timistic than behaviorism? Yes, in a way. 
But they still come back to the environ­
ment. A person can grow, find fulfillment, 
and become fully human— if a positive

environment can be constructed. If your 
address is in a suburb of hell, like little 
Ike’s, there’s no real hope.

But what about Christians? Nazarenes 
a re n ’t any more optim istic  than other 
Christians, are they?

Yes, indeed, they are. So much so that 
most Protestants think that we are way out 
in left field. The two most influential 
leaders of the Protestant Reformation did 
not believe that human beings were free to 
choose or change. Martin Luther declared 
that human beings are like horses. If you 
are ridden by God, you are ridden to heav­
en. If ridden by the devil, you are ridden 
to hell. You have no say about your salva­
tion, he believed. God decided all that, 
and He does not bother to let us know. He 
taught that you could go out on the street 
on Sunday morning and see one man on 
his way to church with his Bible under his 
arm and see another man drunk in the gut­
ter, and you would have not one clue 
about which one of them God had predes­
tined to go to heaven.

John Calvin, Luther’s contemporary, 
believed that every act on earth was pre­
destined by God. Some He elected to 
heaven, some to hell. You had no choice.

Our Protestant forbears were so pes­
simistic that they believed that human be­
ings were hopelessly sinful, so sinful that 
not even the atoning blood of Christ could 
clean them up in this life. “Total depravi­
ty” they called it, and it rendered us inca­
pable, they said, of having even one good 
desire. The image of God in man was de­
stroyed, they said. Not even a great envi­
ronm ent could save lit tle  Ike and his 
mom— unless they were predestined to be 
saved.

But W esleyans ,  like us Nazarenes, 
don’t believe that. When we speak 

of total depravity, we mean that sin has 
infected every area of human personhood 
(extensive depravity), but not to the point 
of destroying the image of God in man 
(intensive depravity). As John Wesley put 
it, “There are some remains of the image 
of God in the worst of men.”

Wesley preached that by prevenient 
grace, God gives to each and every sinner, 
in whatever environment, the capacity to 
choose God and good.

TRACYWESLEY

4 H e r a i  d  o f  H o l in e s s



Radical Optimists
We believe that there is something 

Godlike at the deepest level of your per­
sonality that is good and positive, some­
thing that can be counted on to work to­
ward wholeness and healing, something 
that responds to the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.

Our Fourfold Optimism
Let’s stop and summarize the radical 

optimism of the Nazarenes.
1. You Can Be Free from  the Guilt and  
Power o f  Sin. Our radical optimism leads 
us to declare that you, even you, can be 
freed from the guilt and power of sin. No 
matter what you have done, you can be 
forgiven and restored.
2. You. Even You, Can Be Made Whole 
and Holy. Our radical optimism leads us 
to proclaim that you, even you, can be 
made inwardly pure and Christlike. That 
is, you can be freed from the inner sin na­
ture. that fountain from which springs sin­
ful acts and attitudes. We believe that you 
can be sanctified through and through, as 
1 Thessalonians 5:23 declares. We believe 
that you can be cleansed from all sin, as 1 
John 1:8-9 tells us.

But that’s way too optimistic for all 
those churches that anchor their theology 
on irremediable total depravity. They de­
nounce such claims and announce that, far 
from being holy, even the best Christian 
sins in word, thought, and deed, every 
day.

They believe that our sins are covered, 
but we are not actually cleansed. I heard a 
preacher on the radio the other day, a 
member of the largest Protestant denomi­
nation in the world. True to his denomina­
tion’s belief, he explained the work of 
Christ this way. “I drove to a certain city 
the other day. Near the outskirts of the 
town in which 1 live there is a junk yard. I 
stared at that eyesore and shook my head 
in dismay. But the next day, when I 
passed it again, a storm had covered that 
whole junk yard with a five inch blanket 
of snow. The old junk yard was now a 
place of beauty. You couldn't see the rust­
ing cars, and rotting upholstery. They 
were there,” the preacher said, “but you 
couldn't see them.”

Then cam e the app l ica t io n .  "Y ou 
know, friends, that’s just what Jesus does

for us when we come to be saved. He cov­
ers our sins like the snow covered that 
junk yard. Thus, when God looks at us, 
He sees, as it were, the snow and not our 
sins. They are there, but Jesus has covered 
them and God cannot see them.”

Many Christians really think that is as 
far as redemption ever goes. But that’s 
way too pessimistic for us Nazarenes. We 
know that Christ will not leave our soul a 
junk yard of moral rust, ethical rot, and 
spiritual corrosion. Instead, He will, as 
His Word declares, sanctify us through 
and through.

Life magazine surveyed a lot of Ameri­
cans, asking them about the “meaning of 
life.” A taxi driver said, "W e’re here to 
die, just live and die. I drive a cab. I do 
some fishing, take my girl out, pay taxes, 
do a little reading, then get ready to drop 
dead . . . Life is a big fake. Nobody cares 
. . .” (Life. December 1988). In this age of 
hopelessness, our distinguishing doctrine 
is our radical optimism.
3. You Can F ind  the Secret o f  H appi­
ness. Nazarenes are optimistic because 
they have discovered the secret of happi­
ness. That doesn’t mean that they are un­
realistic about life or that 
they are having fun all 
the time. But they have a 
deep abiding peace and 
joy, even in the midst of 
trial.

Not every Nazarene is 
happy  and o p tim is tic .
Some are as grouchy as 
Andy Rooney, career cur­
mudgeons who seem to 
have an overw helm ing  
dread that som eone, 
somewhere, is having a 
good time. But we are so 
optimistic that we think there is hope even 
for them.

The secret of happiness is that holiness 
and happiness go together. “No holiness, 
no happiness” is the way John Wesley put 
it. This is in harmony with Isaiah 57:20, 
“The wicked are like a troubled sea, a sea 
that cannot rest, whose troubled waters 
cast up mud and filth. There is no peace 
for the wicked, says the Lord” (NEB). 
The positive side of this is found in 1 Co­

rinthians 2:9, “No eye has seen, nor has 
ear heard, no mind has conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love him” 
(NIV). Ybu m igh t th ink tha t Paul is 
speaking about the joys of heaven, but 
you'd be wrong. The context shows that 
Paul is speaking of the spiritual riches that 
the committed Christian will find in this 
life. That is to say that there are depths of 
spiritual satisfaction, fulfillment, joy, and 
happiness that the unregenerate person 
never dreams exists. The Christian life be­
comes an adventure in finding the wells 
that satisfy the deepest thirsts of the soul. 
The secret of happiness is holiness—  
which is to say, “Christlikeness.”
4. You Can Help Shape Your Own F u­
ture. Nazarenes are optimistic because we 
believe in “future carving.” God invites 
you to share in the creation of your own 
future. The future is not set in predestined 
concrete. God invites us to give the future 
a Christlike shape. Our radical optimism 
rises above the notions of the behavior- 
ists, the determinists, and the predestinari- 
ans when we claim that God gives us the 
freedom to give a Christlike shape to the 
years that are about to be.

We need to be consciously aware that 
we are in the minority. We must not let 
the hopelessness of this age creep in and 
make us pessimistic. We must celebrate 
our optimism and march into the 21st cen­
tury with our banner of radical optimism 
held high. What we have to offer is what 
the people who will inhabit the 21st cen­
tury need most— radical optimism!

But back to Ike and his mom, Bobbie. 
You see, they are real people. I could call

When people talk of utter human 
depravity, they have not told the 
whole story.

A u g u s t  1993 5



them on the phone right now. And. if I 
desperately needed a real Christian to 
pray for me, I’d call Bobbie. She is now a 
saintly gray-haired "mother in Israel.” She 
knows the Lord. She knows His power, 
for He delivered her from the same seven 
devils that Magdalene once knew. But 
those days of being a prisoner to sin exist 
only as a memory of her personal Egyp­
tian bondage. I wish you could hear— and 
see— her sing:

He breaks the power o f canceled sin 
He sets the prisoner free .

His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood availed for me.

— Charles Wesley 
And then there’s little Ike. He graduat­

ed from a Christian college. He is the as­
sistant manager of a new car dealership. 
He serves on the church board almost 
every year, and he teaches a Sunday 
School class of teenagers.

I could tell you stories about other 
"Ikes and Bobbies,” but if you have been 
around Nazarenes very long, you have no­
ticed a lot of cases like theirs. And that’s 
why, when it comes right down to it, I 
would rather be a Nazarene these days 
than anything else 1 know of. Our distin­
guishing doctrine— our radical optimism 
— is what our world needs most! hr

God’s Love in the Midst of Struggle
W E. McCumber
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Holy 
Living

Love Conquers All 
E ssa ys on H o ly  L iv in g
By  W. E. M cC u m b er

“The love of Christ, ruling the hearts of His people, can en ­
able them to endure the worst circumstances with the best 
of at ti tudes.” Author M cCumber shares practical insights 
on the meaning of holiness as taught in the Scriptures.
H H 083-41 1-4550 $5 .9 5

Committed to Grace
By Earl a n d  H a ze l Lee
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lazarene
N azaren e R o o ts

Nazarene Roots

The Women of the Eighth General Assembly
by Stan Ingersol, denominational archivist

TH E W O M E N  o f  the  E igh th  G ene ra l  A sse m b ly  
gathered in Wichita, Kans., to participate in the 
h ighest govern ing  confe rence  o f  the C hurch of  
the Nazarene. They constituted 30 percent o f  this 

General Assembly o f  1932— more than half the lay delegates 
and 1 in every 15 clergy delegates. Female participation was 
rising. In 12 years, wom en would compose 44 percent o f  the 
Eleventh General Assembly. Only three persons in the W ich­
ita auditorium had been ministerial delegates to every Gener­
al Assembly since 1908, and two were women: Revs. Mary 
Lee Cagle and Elsie Wallace. (The third was W. G. Schur- 
ntan. H. F. Reynolds was an ex officio m em ber  of  each as­
sembly and John Goodwin an ex officio m em ber after 1915.)

The w om en  o f  the Eighth General A ssem bly  represented 
diverse places and ministries. Mary Lee Cagle , approach­
ing the end o f  her  career, was attending her last General 
Assembly as a delegate. In 1895. she began earning the ti­
tle "M other  o f  Holiness in West Texas" (bestow ed by pub ­
lisher C. A. M cConnell)  by fearless preaching in the area 
around A bilene .  She p lan ted  n u m e ro u s  ch u rc h es  and in 
1902 fo rm e d  the  T exas  C o u n c i l  o f  the N ew  T es tam e n t  
Church o f  Christ ,  la ter the nucleus o f  the A bilene (West 
Texas) District o f  the C hurch  o f  the Nazarene. Founder o f  
18 congregations ( including Lubbock First) and cofounder 
of many more, she had been elected district evangelist on 
the New M exico and Abilene districts, and assistant district 
superin tendent o f  the latter. She was 
often the first c lergy m e m b e r  elected  
to General A ssem bly  by her district.

Agnes Diffee cam e to W ichita  rep ­
resenting the A rk a n sa s  D is tr ic t.  She 
stood on the threshold of  the most suc­
cessful years o f  her  ministry, for this 
was the year she becam e pastor o f  L it­
tle Rock First Church. She would  lead 
Little Rock First while it grew into the 
largest c h u rc h  in the d e n o m in a t io n ,  
and she would  begin a radio broadcast 
known throughout Arkansas . By 1950, 
the Church o f  the Nazarene would be 
known in A rkansas as “Sister D iffee’s 
church."

Susan F itk in  r e p re se n te d  the N ew  
York D is tr ic t .  R a ise d  a Q u a k e r ,  she 
became a pastor and evangelist in that

A u g u s t  1 9 9 3

Pastor Agnes D iffee led 
come the largest church

tradition until uniting with the N azarene parent group in 
New England. Her most enduring legacy to Nazarenes was 
h e r  role in fo u n d in g  and  lead ing  the W o m a n 's  F ore ign  
M issionary Society (now N W M S). In this, her pastoral vi­
sion had  led her  to try and un lock  the h idden  p o w er  o f  
N azarene laywom en by bringing them into the w ider m in­
istry of  the church.

Olive W inchester  attended the Eighth General Assembly 
as a delegate from the Idaho-Oregon District. W inchester 
taught theology and biblical studies at Northwest Nazarene 
C o l le g e ,  w h ere  she w as a lso  a c a d e m ic  dean .  T he  first 
w om an  to earn a divin ity  degree  from the U niversity  o f  
G lasgow  (Scotland), W inchester also had taught at Eastern.

A m o n g  the  o th e r  w o m e n  c le rgy  d e leg a te s  w as  E lsie  
W allace (North  Pacific  District) ,  the only w om an  in the 
g roup  who had been a district superintendent; M artha C ur­
ry (New England District), a popular pastor and evangelist 
who had been interim president o f  early Eastern Nazarene 
C o l le g e ;  E d n a  W ells  H o k e  ( C h ic a g o  C e n t r a l ) ,  M a tt ie  
W ines (Indianapolis), and Florence Davis (Colorado); and 
others.

Notable w om en  were also lay delegates. Mrs. Paul Bres- 
ee h eaded  the lay de lega tion  from S ou thern  Califo rn ia .  
D aughter-in-law  o f  Phineas Bresee, she was a cofounder 
with Fitkin o f  the W FM S. Her advocacy of  w o m e n ’s con­
tribution to worldwide missions was well known through 

the pages  o f  the H era ld  o f  H o lin e ss  
and The O ther Sheep.

Rhea Miller, lay delegate from New 
York, had published her fam ous song, 
“ I ’d Rather Have Jesus," 10 years ear­
lier. Lue Miller Roberts, delegate from 
the A b ile n e  D is tr ic t ,  w as m a tron  o f  
Rest Cottage for unwed mothers at Pi­
lo t P o in t ,  Tex . C o n s e c r a t e d  a d e a ­
coness on the Kansas District in 1916, 
she  s u p e rv i s e d  the  R e s t  C o t ta g e  in 
Kansas City for 25 years before m ov­
ing to Texas and m arry ing  Rev. J. P. 
Roberts .  T h ere  w ere  m any  o the r  lay 
d e l e g a te s ,  ea ch  n o ta b le  in h e r  ow n  
way.

T h e s e  w e r e  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  
Eighth General Assembly. May we see 
their like in 1993!

Nazarene A rch ives

her church to be- 
in the denom ination.



Eugene L. Stowe 
General Superintendent 

1968-93

PASSING
The 23rd General Assembly marks the retirement 

from the Board of General Superintendents of two ol 
our denom ination’s most well-respected leaders— En 
gene L. S tow e and R aym ond W. H urn. W ith 10! 
years o f full-tim e ministry between them, these m e n  
have faithfully served the Church of the Nazarene in 
a variety o f roles and have helped to shape the d e

r j K .  EUGENE L. STOW E served as a member o f  the Board 
L /  o f  General Superintendents fo r  25 years. Stowe came to 
the post in 1968 after having served as president o f  Nazarene 
Theological Seminary fo r  2 years. Before this, he served as su­
perintendent o f  the Central California District fro m  1963 to 
1966. A pastor fo r  19 years, Stowe served such congregations as 
Nampa, Idaho, College Church; Oakland, C a lif, First Church; 
and Salem, Oreg., First Church.

Stowe is a graduate o f  Pasadena College, which conferred a 
doctor o f  divinity degree on him in 1966. He and his wife, Faye, 
celebrated 50 years o f  marriage this spring. They have three 
children, Gayla, Lynn, and Donald.

An Interview 
with Dr. and Mrs. Eugene L. Stowe

Wesley
Tracy: Honestly, now, how do you feel about retiring? 
Eugene
Stowe: Honestly, we feel great! It's been a high privilege 

to serve the church in a variety o f  ministry roles for 
these 49 years. The association with 12 general su­
perintendents on this board has been a special joy. 
Now it’s time to m ove on and allow new leadership 
to take the church onward and upward into the 21 st 
century.

Tracy: Everyone has some things that they "put o f f” until 
retirem ent.  W hat have you and Mrs. S tow e been 
putting off and looking forward to?

Stowe: Som eone recently said, “You’re going to retire, and 
now  you can trave l.” My response was, “ Y ou 've  
got to be k idd ing!” I 'v e  probably logged nearly 2 
m il lion  m iles  in the last 25 years,  visi t ing  every  
c o n t in e n t  and  m o s t  o f  the  c o u n t r i e s  w h e re  o u r  
church serves. Now, w e ’re ready to stay closer to 
home.

First o f  all, I want to spend a lot o f  time with the 
lovely lady who has been m y sweetheart and best 
friend for these 50 years.  We are gratefu l to the 
church for m aking it possible for her to travel with 
me on many occasions. However, she has uncom ­
plainingly kept the hom e fires burning when it was 
necessary  for me to roam  the world  w ithout her. 
Now, we plan to practice togetherness  unlimited. 
I 've  even promised to go shopping with her!

In our administrative assignments w e ’ve missed 
the close, personal pastoral relationships with per­
sons that we en joyed  in the first 20 years o f  our

ministry. O f  course, I still hope to find some oppor­
tunities to preach, but w e ’d like to find a way to 
shepherd some neglected  sheep. AID S victims, for 
exam ple , who are literally dying for J e su s ’ love ir 
the ir  hope lessness .  T hen ,  so m a n y  o lde r  persons 
have been virtually abandoned  with no one to tell 
them, “G od loves you, and 1 do too .” W e ’re going 
to try to extend M atthew 25 com passion  to some of 
“ the least o f  these.” A. W. Tozer said that no one 
has a right to die until he has served his generation. 
G od helping us, we want to spend the years ahead 
in meaningful service.

Tracy: As you enter  this new  era  o f  your life, what are the 
p r inc ipa l  “ a n c h o r s ” tha t ho ld  you s teady?  Whai 
scriptures have becom e personal promises to you?

Stowe: G o d ’s W ord has b ec o m e  m ore  real and relevant 
than ever. The first scripture I m em orized  after m; 
conversion and which has becom e m y life text was 
R om ans 12:1: “ I beseech  you therefore, brethren, 
by the m ercies o f  God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God. which 
is your reasonable service.” L iving sacrifice com­
m itment must continue to be our way o f  life.

T h e n ,  to  th o se  o f  us w h o  are “ seventy-some­
th in g , ” t h e r e ’s a sp e c ia l  se n se  in w h ic h  Psalm 
118:24 has a very practical application: “This is the 
day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it” (N1V). I recently cam e across these lines:

1 locked the door  on yesterday.
And threw aw ay the key;

I do not fear tomorrow.
For  I have found today.

Faye and I have resolved to live our “ todays” to the 
full.

Tracy: Mrs. S towe, w e ’d like you to speak for yourself.
Mrs.
Stowe: “ In G o d 's  will is m y peace .” This has been a stabi­

l iz ing  fa c to r  th ro u g h o u t  m y  life and  service for 
C h r is t .  In fa i th  . . .  I h av e  h o p e d ,  p rayed ,  and 
w o rk e d  tha t  by  the  p o w e r  o f  H is H o ly  Spirit 1 
might fulfill the earthly mission G od designed for 
me. A lthough  m y responsibilit ies often have far ex­
c e e d e d  m y  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  courage 
know ing  that His s trength  is m ade  perfect in my 
weakness.

continued on p. 10
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THE TORCH
nomination into an international church with more 
than 1 million members in more than 100 world ar­
eas.

In the following interview with Dr. Stowe and the 
article by Dr. H urn, these leaders reflect on their  
years of service and the future of the Church of the 
Mazarene from their unique perspectives.

Raymond W. Hurn 
General Superintendent 

1985-93

DR. R A YM O N D  IV. H U R N  was e lected  to the B oard  o f  
General Superintendents by the 21st General Assembly in 

1985. For the 17 years prior to this, he had served as the direc­
tor o f the Department o f  Home M issions and Church E xten­
don.

Born in Ontario, Oreg., H urn attended Bethany-Peniel Col­
lege, receiving a B.A. in 1943, the same year he was ordained. 
He was later honored with the doctor o f  divinity from  his alma 
nater.

For 16 years he pastored churches, including Hays, Kans.; 
Tulsa Central; A tlanta First; M edford, Oreg., First; and N or­
man, Okla., First. He was superintendent o f  the West Texas Dis­
trict fo r  9 years before being elected secretary o f  the Depart­
ment o f Home Missions.

Throughout his tenure, Hurn has been very active in devel­
oping multicultural work and in stimulating local churches to 
tart new work among various cultural groups. In recent years, 
\e spearheaded a new thrust in church planting within the de- 
wmination and has been prominently identified as a leader in 
the church growth movement.

Hurn and his wife, M adelyn, have two daughters, Jacqueline 
Oliver and Constance Isbell.

PRESSING ON 
Reflections by Raymond W. Hurn

I leave official responsibility with great m em ories  and a 
positive outlook for Nazarenes w hom  I believe are to have 
i dom inant r e l ig io u s  v o ic e  in A m e r ic a  an d  a g r o w in g  
world influence.

For 50 years, M adelyn and I have shared in a partnership 
of the gospel with  m any  thousands  w ith in  our  Nazarene 
'amily. Some were  new  in Christ w hen  we met you. Som e 
tame to C hris t  w h ere  w e m in is te re d .  M a n y  w ere  o ld e r  
aints o f  God now  long gone to glory. Som e still live who 
ierved with us in our  first pastorate  in 1943. To all who 
■ead this, please know  o f  our  p ro found  g rati tude for  the 
privilege o f  o u r  “ p a r tn e r s h ip  in the  g o s p e l . ” W ith  the 
Palmist we say, “The boundary  lines have fallen for me in 
deasant p laces;  su re ly  1 have  a de l igh tfu l  in h e r i ta n c e ” 
Psalm 16:6, NIV).

Every year o f  the 50 brought new  vision, a w ider  per­
spective, a new  cha llenge .  We a lw ays  have  felt that we 
vere b e g in n in g  e v e r  a f r e s h  a m id  a p a n o r a m ic  l i fe  o f  
shange. C a re e r  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  lo c a t io n s ,  d e n o m in a t io n a l  
tructures h ave  c h a n g e d  and  w ith  them , o u r  v iew po in t .  
With the apostle Paul we have “ learned the secret o f  being 
sontent in any  and  e v e ry  s i t u a t io n ” (P h i l ip p ia n s  4 :1 2 ,

NIV). A lways we have been ready to forget the past and to 
press on to “ w hat is ahead” (3:13, NIV).

A lw ays pressing on can bring twinges of  sorrow when it 
com es  to hu m a n  re la tionsh ips .  T here  was never  enough  
time to enjoy the full potential and grace o f  warm ties as 
much  as we would have liked. O ur college graduation class 
plans a 50th anniversary reunion soon. With a district as­
sembly schedule to keep, we sent regrets.

Life has not been static. We are certain a new beginning 
lies ju s t  ahead. Such a new  start must involve pushing into 
new  spiritual territory. W hen Paul wrote o f  pressing " to ­
ward the goal” (NIV), he did not mean goals o f  new coun­
tries entered, services held, converts counseled  and coun t­
ed, or at tendance figures. P a u l’s goal is my goal. He said, 
in effect,  “ 1 press on that I m ay also ‘lay h o ld ’ o f  Christ 
more completely. I do not claim to have learned or exper i­
enced it all. I press on to know more of  Christ .” With the 
apostle this will be the “one th ing” I do. The finish line 
looms ahead, where we shall see Christ face-to-face, our fi­
nal goal.

The m orn ing  paper  com m en ts  on public prayer. It d e ­
sc r ibes  h o w  u n a b a sh e d  A m e r ic a n s  are ab o u t  prayer. A 
Gallup survey indicates that 80 percent o f  the population 
believes in the pow er  o f  prayer. We are surrounded by a 
m ultitude o f  helping spirits to set the tone o f  public accep­
tance as we prayerfully fulfill C h ris t’s mission. Paul often 
went to evangel ize  w here  persons were  already praying. 
Can we also be sensitive to the m oving o f  the Holy Spirit? 
Such sensitivity will help us quietly but confidently  seize 
the m om ents  o f  opportunity  for showing Chris t’s love and 
grace.

We m u s t  h av e  a n ew  c h u rc h  in the new  m il le n n iu m  
2000. Despite the successes we have witnessed in the past, 
we m ust “dream again” the vision that would see spiritual 
accom plishm ent in the years ahead. O ur opportunities are 
enormous.

Challenges facing us include satanic powers of  hatred, 
strife, and suspicion. Racial wars, ethnic cleansing, obses­
sion for power, so prevalent in some places, chill our hearts 
and challenge us to find new  answers to some o f  l ife ’s o ld ­
est problems. The multicultural challenge m ay hold forth 
our greatest potential for sharing the gospel.  We m ust not 
be h indered by the enormity and complexities o f  this cha l­
lenge.

O ur  missionaries often are instruments o f  G o d ’s grace to

continued on p. / 1
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STOWE
continued from  p. 8

Dr. S tow e, Lynn, M rs. S tow e, G ayla, and Donald in 19 62  w hen Dr.
S tow e w as sen io r pastor of N am pa, Idaho , C o llege Church.

“ In the presence of  love, miracles are b o m .” One 
o f  the serendipities o f  being married to my m an of  
G od has been the priceless opportunities o f  loving 
and encouraging wom en of  all ages to help make 
the miraculous happen. Through  God-d irected  ac ­
tivities, w om en  are generating  a holy en thusiasm  
that is infecting others by their influence. I would 
like to pursue this ministry . . . especially  am ong 
unchurched women.

I have tried to dem ons tra te  that, 
next to our allegiance to Christ, our 
h u s b a n d s ’ n e e d s  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  
should be a close second in our pri­
orities.

My heartfelt thanks to all whose 
thoughtfu lness  and generosity  have 
m ade it possible for me to travel and 
be a p a r tn e r  in m in i s t r y  w i th  the  
m an o f  my life.

Tracy: I f  your life were to be m ade into a 
book, what would the title be? Name 
a few o f  the chapter headings.

Stowe: T h i s  h a s  to  b e  f a n t a s y ,  f o r  it 
w o u l d n ' t  s e l l ,  b u t  m y  l i f e  s to r y  
might have a title like “ In the Steps 
o f  Bresee.” The first chapter would  be “The Coun- 
c i l  B l u f f  Y e a r s . ” I w a s  b o r n  in to  a d e v o u t  
M e th o d i s t  h o m e  in th is  m i d w e s t e r n  c i ty .  O u r  
church was Broadway Methodist. O ur parents told 
us that the building was located on property once 
occupied by the Ocean Wave Saloon.

"California, Here I C om e!” would  be the title o f  
the second chapter. W hen I was 16, Dad took early 
retirement, and we m oved  to Southern California. 
G o d  p ro v id e n t ia l ly  led us to the  C h u rc h  o f  the 
Nazarene in Santa M onica  where I was saved. P as­
to r  E. C . M a r t i n  i n s i s t e d  on  m y  e n r o l l i n g  in

D r. and M rs . Eugene L. Stow e just prior to ce leb ra tin g  th e ir golden 
w edd ing  an n iversary  in the spring of 1 9 9 3 .

P asa d en a  C o llege .  In m y f re sh m a n  year, I came 
across an old book in the dorm itory  lounge titled A 
P rince in Israel. As a new Nazarene, I was capti­
vated by the account o f  Phineas B resee 's  pastorate 
in Broadw ay C hurch in Council  Bluffs— my home 
church! Jake De Long had been conver ted  under 
his m in is try  and gave his property  to the church. 
Now, I had  fo l lo w e d  B r e s e e 's  pa th  to Southern  

C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  b o n d i n g  g r e w  even  
s t ro n g e r  w h en  h is  d a u g h te r - in - la w ,  Ada 
Bresee, s igned my first license as district 
secretary in 1942.

Also, in my college years, I met and fell 
in love with the cam pus queen, a beautiful 
girl w ho was presiden t o f  the Associated 
W o m e n  S tu d e n t s .  H e r  n a m e  w as  Faye 
Cantrell , and she was a second-generation 
N a z a r e n e .  T w o - a n d - a - h a l f  y e a r s  of 
c o u r tsh ip  c u lm in a te d  in o u r  m arr iage  in 
Pasadena First C hurch ,  May 23, 1943. In 
addi t ion  to being the grea test wife in the 
w orld  and  a m ode l m other,  she has been 
the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  part  o f  o u r  ministry 
team. She has found a meaningful role in 
every assignm ent we have been given. 

Tracy: W h a t  leaders  have  had  the g rea tes t  influence on 
your life?

Stowe: The list could go on and on, but here are a few:
— Dr. Hardy C. Powers was the first Nazarene pas­
tor we knew. He presided at our first assembly after 
1 becam e a district superintendent.  His wit and wis­
dom  were unforgettable.
— Dr. H. Orton W iley  w as o u r  co llege president. 
He was both a scholar and saint w ho took time out 
o f  his heavy schedule o f  adm inistering  the school 
and writing his classic three-volum e C hristian The­
o logy  to becom e involved in our lives. His classes

W e ’RE going to

TRY TO EXTEND 
MATTHEW 25 

COMPASSION TO 
SOME OF ‘THE 

LEAST OF THESE.’”

10 H e r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s



HURN
continued from  p. 9

Dr. and M rs . Raym ond W . H um  w ith  daughters Ja cq u e lin e  and Dr. and M rs . R aym ond W . Hurn on th e ir 50th  w edding an n iversary  in
Constance during a p astorate  in 1 9 5 1 . 1992 .

bring healing and change o f  direction to an entire nation. In 
Cape Verde, M ozam bique ,  and Swaziland, I recently found 
that our pastors are in the upper  1 
percent o f  the popula tion  in e d u ­
cation. The life long  w ork  o f  our  
m is s io n a r ie s  has  p r o d u c e d  t r e ­
mendous rewards.

W herever  they serve, o u r  laity 
are led o f  G od to bring enorm ous 
change to their  com m unities .  Let 
us ack n o w led g e  tha t ev e ry  ch i ld  
of G od  has  a s p i r i tu a l  g if t ,  b e ­
stowed by God, for m inistry  in the Body o f  Christ (Ephe­
sians 4: R om ans 12; 1 Corin th ians 12). This is the golden

age for equipping and deploying lay ministries. We should 
f i rm ly  be l ieve  that G od  will help  us win  the ba t t le— to 

overcom e evil with good.
As I step out o f  this role and in­

to a new  one, I pray with the apos­
t le  P a u l ,  “ T h a t  y o u r  lo v e  m a y  
abound more and m ore in know l­
edge and depth of  insight, so that 
you m ay be able to discern what is 
best and m ay be pure and b lam e­
less until the day o f  Christ, filled 
with the fruit o f  righteousness that 

co m es  th rough  Jesus  C h r is t— to the g lory and p raise  o f  
G o d ” (Philippians 1:9-11, NIV).

W e must have a new  church

BY THE NEW MILLENNIUM 2000.”

STOWE

perm anently  shaped my belief  system.
— Dr. R. T. W illiams spoke at m y com m encem ent 
and gave m e my first d istric t license. He was, in 
every way, a general superintendent.
— Dr. Jam es B. C hapm an  ordained me. His p reach­
ing and writing forcibly affected my early years as 
a pastor.
— Dr. G. B. W illiam son was my ministerial model. 
W hether  in the pulpit, district assem bly  chair, o r  on 
the go lf  course, he ep itom ized  the h ighest and best 
in K ingdom  service and Christian wholeness.

Tracy; W hat are the m ost encourag ing  signs you see for 
the c h u rc h ’s future?

Stowe: The new  w ave o f  y ounger  leaders G od is raising 
up. I have the highest confidence in the vision and 
spiritual leadership o f  the Board o f  G eneral S uper­
in tenden ts .  W ork ing  with  them  is a co rp s  o f  "K

church” pastors, college presidents, district super­
intendents, directors, and lay leaders who are both 
highly trained and deeply com m itted  to com m uni­
cating our holiness message and mission. M any of  
these  are in th e i r  4 0s  and  ea r ly  50s w ith  m a n y  
prime years to invest in the church to which they 
are unasham edly  loyal.

A M e th o d is t  e v a n g e l i s t  rec en t ly  w ro te ,  “T h e  
great Wesleyan (m ovem ent)  is in danger o f  becom ­
ing hardly more than a lot o f  blustery old men, rat­
tling their rusty sabers and shouting antiquated slo­
g an s  to  no one  but th e m s e lv e s ” (T he F in g e r  o f  
G od, M ark  Rutland, p. 15). A pparently  he h a s n ’t 
met the brightest and best new  N azarene leaders 
who will take our church into century 21 with high 
purpose to achieve G o d ’s kind o f  success. tfc
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espite any argum ent to the contrary, nothing 
m ore  important ever happens on earth than 
the w orsh ip  o f  God.

W orship  is the C h u rc h ’s prim ary privi­
lege and duty. Som e say that, in one sense, 
it is the only task o f  the Church. That is to 
say that every th ing  the Church does is an 
expression  o f  worship.

It m ay be that evangelism , nurture, 
and service can all be expressions o f  worship. Be that as it 
may, this issue o f  the H era ld  o f  H o liness  deals with the four 
tasks that challenge the Church  o f  the Nazarene: worship, 
evangelism, nurture, and service. O ur  church has nothing else 
to do.

We believe that both private and corporate  worship  are 
utterly necessary. The popular  tides o f  this decade elevate pri­
vate and individual w orsh ip  above the corporate  w orship  of  
God. The guitar- tw anging  pop artist w hose recent hit declared 
"M e and Jesus got our ow n thing g o in ' ,” spouts a m essage as 
phony as plastic parsley on the seafood platter. Thus, in these 
days, we need  to be rem inded  that w hatever else the church is, 
it is first o f  all a “called out com m unity  o f  faith .” G od  in His 
w isdom has p lanted  Christians in w orsh ip ing  com m unities. 
Perhaps M aria  Harris is right when  she said in F ashion  M e a 
People, “ O ne Christian  is no Christian; we go to G o d  together 
or we do not go at all.” The Christian  life, after all, is a c o m ­
munity affair.

W hat a privilege to jo in  with fellow pilgrim s and, shoul­
der to shoulder, sing,

0  Thou in w hose p resen ce  m y sou l takes delight,
O n w hom  in a fflic tion  I  call,
M y com fort by day  a n d  m y song  in the night,
M y h o p e , m y sa lva tion , m y all!

— Joseph Swain

Oh com e, let us w orship  a n d  bow  
dow n;

L et us kneel before the L ord  our Maker. 

F or H e is our God,

A n d  we are the peop le  o f  H is pasture, 

A n d  the sheep  o f  H is hand.

Today i f  you  w ill hear H is voice: D o  
not harden yo u r hearts.

(Psalm 95:6-9, NKJV)

G ordon  W icke rsham



Called to 
Worship

by Morris A. Weigelt

U
shers should issue life pre­
servers  and  signal flares; 
they should lash us to our 
pews. For . . .  the waking 
G od  m ay  d raw  us out to 
w h e r e  w e ca n  n e v e r  r e ­
t u r n . ” 1 T h e s e  s t r i k i n g  
w ords  from  A nn ie  D illa rd  con fron t  

o u r  w a y w a rd  so c ie ty  w ith  the  fac t 
that worship is crucial.  A nd how we 
need to hear this word. Fifty percent 
o f  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  in th e  U n i te d  
States do not attend worship services 
with any regularity . A ny boas t they 
may make about dedication to God is 
contradicted by their practice.

What Is Worship?
W ill iam  T em ple  d e f in e d  w orsh ip  

with these words:
“To worship G od is:
To quicken the conscience by the 

holiness o f  God.
To feed the m ind with the truth 

o f  God,
To purge the imagination by the 

beauty o f  God,
To open the heart to the love of  

God,
To devote the will to the purpose 

o f  G od .”2
T e m p l e ’s d e f in i t io n  sh o w s  us at 

once that the focus o f  worship is up ­
on G od . . . and not on merely human 
whims, wishes, and agendas.

Robert W e b b er ’s revision o f  W or­
s h ip  I s  a V erb  d e f i n e s  w o r s h i p  
through eight principles.

1. W orship ce lebra tes C hrist. W or­
ship is intended to celebrate and pro­
claim G o d ’s definitive work in Christ.

2. W orship  te lls  a n d  a c ts  o u t the  
C hrist-even t. W orship is a setting in 
w h ic h  to  r e h e a r s e  o u r  r e la t io n s h ip  
w i th  G o d  t h r o u g h  th e  v i c t o r y  o f  
Christ.

3. In  w o r s h ip ,  G o d  s p e a k s  a n d  
acts. In the process o f  worship, God 
speaks  aga in  to touch  and heal and 
m ake whole.

4. W orship is an ac t o f  co m m u n i­
cation. Here the em phasis  is upon the 
interaction with G od— the actual e x ­
perience o f  the divine presence co n ­
f i r m in g  G o d ’s p e o p le  in f a i th  and  
building the com m unity  o f  God.

5. In w orsh ip  w e respond  to  G od  
and  to each other. The dialogic nature 
o f  listening to G od and responding to 
Him is crucial in the structure o f  w or­
ship.

6. R eturn  the w orsh ip  to the p e o ­
p le . A passive approach to w orship  is 
a den ia l  o f  the d iv ine  ac tion  in our  
m ids t .  P a r t ic ip a to ry  w o rs h ip  is d e ­
manded.

7. A ll  c re a tio n  jo in s  in w o rsh ip . 
S ta r t in g  f rom  the  v ie w p o in t  o f  the 
Psalms, W ebber shows how  the veh i­
cles o f  time, space, sound, and m o v e­
m en t are w ay s  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g  our  
encounter  with God.

8. W orsh ip  a s  a w a y  o f  life . His 
burden is that w orship  is not simply 
s o m e t h i n g  w e  d o  on  S u n d a y ,  b u t

Gordon Wickersham a

m ust eventuate in a way o f  life— until ■  
o u r  w h o le  l ives  are  e x p re s s io n s  of I  
gratitude and celebration to G od .1 i

The Bible on W orship \
T h ere  is a w ide  var ie ty  o f  words I  

for w orsh ip  in the Bible. The words I  
in c lu d e  id e a s  s u c h  as  b o w  dow n, W 
serve, worship, m ake a sacrifice, rev- f  
erence, and fear. The O ld Testament I  
is filled with invitations to worship. B 
The holy G od  calls for a holy people |
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w ho w orsh ip  H im  in fea r  and t re m ­
bling. The Psalmist is particularly vo ­
cal about worship.

T h e  96 th  p sa lm  is one o f  m y fa ­
vorites:

“Sing to the Lord a new  song; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth . . . 
W orsh ip  the Lord  in the sp lendor  

„ o f  his holiness;
& trem ble before him, all the earth,
f  Say am ong the nations,
|  ‘T he  Lord  r e ig n s ’” (vv. 1, 9 - 10a,
§ NIV).
g The m essage o f  the N ew  Testament
& is that access to the G od we worship 

has  b e e n  a m p l i f i e d  a h u n d r e d f o ld  
through the life, death, and resurrec­
tion o f  Jesus the Christ.

The first day o f  the w eek has for­
ever  turned into a worship celebration 
by the resu r rec t ion  o f  Chris t .  It b e ­
ca m e  k n o w n  as "T h e  L o r d ’s D ay .” 
Love feasts and the L o rd ’s Supper be­
c o m e  the  “ b as is  an d  goa l  o f  ev e ry  
gathering.”4

The w orsh ip ing  com m unity  in the 
Book o f  Acts is at the heart and core 
o f  the outreach o f  the Early  Church. 
T h ere  are re ferences  to teach ing , to 
fellowship, to the breaking o f  bread, 
and to prayers.  The early  Chris t ians 
were willing to take great risks to be 
together  in worship.

The writer to the Hebrews particu­
larly underlines the access o f  G od as 
the  “ n e w  an d  l iv in g  w a y ” (1 0 :2 0 ,  
N IV ) .  N o w  we m a y  “ d ra w  n e a r  to 
G od with a sincere heart in full assur­
ance o f  faith” (v. 21, NIV). Worship 
has now  becom e a celebration o f  the 
com pleted  w ork o f  Christ for us. The 
trem bling fear breaks into confidence 
a n d  f r e e d o m  to  c o m e  b e f o r e  th e  
throne o f  G od boldly (4:16).

W h e n  th e  f in a l  c a t a s t r o p h e s  o f  
R e v e la t io n  beg in  to m ove  to w ard  a 
crescendo, so does worship. The cl i­
m ax o f  the end  o f  the age will be a 
m ig h ty  w o rsh ip  se rv ice  c e le b ra t in g  
the final victory over evil at the m ar­
riage supper o f  the Lamb.

W orship As a M eans of Grace
One o f  the exquisite joys  o f  life is 

participation  in a w orsh ip  service in 
which the presence o f  G od is as visi­
b le  as  the  p e r s o n s  w i th  w h o m  we 
w o rs h ip .  H e a r t  an d  m in d  and  soul 
and body are all affected. We depart 
w ith  the a s su ra n ce  tha t life w ill be 
different as a result o f  this encounter

Gordon Wickersham

Choirs sing ing  p ra ise  to God in m any  
languag es  help  N azaren e s  w orsh ip  every  
Lord ’s Day. P ictured  here are  the choirs  
from  First Church, D a n v ille , Illin o is ;  
Bethany Church of the N azaren e , the  
Bronx, N ew  York; The N ew  L ife Church 
(C am b o d ia n ), Long B each, C alifo rn ia; 
First Church, Frankfort, Ind iana; and the 
Korean choir of N as h v ille  First Church.

w ith  G o d .  W e h a v e  
truly experienced w or­
s h ip  as  a m e a n s  o f  
grace.

The Body of  Christ 
w a s  d e s ig n e d  by G o d  h i m s e l f  fo r  
worship. W hen Paul was responding 
to the d iv is ion  w ith in  the chu rch  at 
Corinth, he spoke o f  the com m unity  
in te rm s o f  the Tem ple: “ D o n ’t you 
know  that you yourselves  are G o d ’s 
temple and that G o d ’s Spirit lives in 
you? . . . G o d ’s temple is sacred, and 
you  are that te m p le” (1 C orin th ians  
3:16-17, NIV).

Worship for spiritual growth is the 
place where love makes us one in the 
presence o f  God. Maria Harris wrote: 
“T he  m inis try  o f  co m m u n i ty  . . .  is 
the ministry that moves us toward the 
healing o f  division, toward overcom ­
ing b ro k e n n e s s ,  and  u l t im a te ly  t o ­
w a r d  a c h i e v i n g  w h o l e n e s s .  O n e  
C h r is t ian  is no  C hr is t ian ;  w e go to 
God together or we do not go at all.”5 

Receiving Grace Through Worship
Receiving grace through worship is 

not an a u to m a t ic  “ done  d e a l .” R ob  
S t a p l e s  r e m i n d s  us: “ W e s le y  w as  
careful to make clear that the means 
o f  grace are not meritorious . . . They 
have value to us on ly  w hen  we see 
that our salvation, from its inception 
to its consum m ation ,  is the w ork  of  
G o d  a lone .  T ha t  is the m e a n in g  o f  
grace— G od does for us what we can­
not do for ourselves.”6

Preparation for Worship
I w a lked  reveren tly  to m y pew. I 

seated  m yself ,  bow ed  m y head, and 
b e g a n  p r e p a r in g  m y  h e a r t  fo r  the  
worship  which was to follow. A fel­
low parishioner gave me a shove with 
her hand and said: "W ake up, the ser­
v ice h a s n ' t  s tarted  ye t .” I w as f ru s ­
t r a t e d  at the  in te r ru p t io n  an d  s a d ­
dened for the person who cam e into 
worship with so little preparation.

F o r  the last 15 years  I have been  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in an  e a r l y  S u n d a y  
m orn ing  p rayer time. A group o f  us 
meets at 7 a .m . to share our com m on 
b u r d e n s ,  to  a u g m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r ’s 
faith , and  espec ia l ly  to pray  for  the 
serv ices  o f  the day. We take special 
care to pray for the pastor— often lay­
ing hands  on him in an t ic ipa tion  o f  
the day.

I f in d  th a t  t h e s e  e a r l y  S u n d a y  
m orning prayer times have becom e a
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special preparation  for worship. It is 
important to quiet heart and m ind as I 
enter the sanctuary. I pray that I may 
be able to offer appropriate  w orship  
to God. I pray that I may 
be o p e n  to  th e  v o ic e  o f  
God; to the grace G od has 
for me; to the opportunity 
to  be a v eh ic le  o f  G o d ’s 
g rac e  to those  w h o  w o r ­
ship with me.

I a m  c o n v i n c e d  th a t  
f a i l u r e  to  p r e p a r e  h e a r t  
a n d  m in d  a n d  b o d y  f o r  
worship is the leading rea­
son why so many evangel­
ic a l  s e r v i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  
routine and boring. U nprepared  per­
s o n s  a re  u s u a l ly  to n e  d e a f  to  the  
things o f  the Spirit.

Praise and Singing 
One o f  the geniuses o f  worship  in 

the Wesleyan format is the significant

P rayer is a basic part of N azarene  w orsh ip . 
Pictured  here is Pastor N h im  (above) 
lead in g  the N ew  L ife C am bodian  
congregation  in prayer. The “ open a lta r ” 
p rayer has becom e an im portan t part of 
w orship  for m any N azarene  congregations. 
H ere the people at D a n v ille , Illin o is , First 
Church (le ft) ga th er at the open a lta r  during  
the pastoral p rayer.

role o f  music. John  W esley ’s ability 
to theologize and understand the im ­
pact o f  the work o f  G od upon life was 
matched by the ability o f  his brother.

Charles,  to put those great ideas into 
song. Like M artin  Luther  during the 
R e fo r m a t io n ,  the  W e s le y s  l i t e ra l ly  
used  theo logy  in song to save E n g ­
land from the revolution that ravaged 
Europe.

W o r s h ip  b e g in s  in p r a is e  to the 
G od w ho has lavished His grace upon 
us in Christ Jesus. W orship is the cel­
ebration o f  the Christ-event.  Worship 
which does not result in praise is not 
worthy o f  the name.

Praise, how ever, is not some shal­
lo w  d i t ty  su n g  at the  to p  o f  o n e ’s 
lungs .  A u th e n t ic  p ra ise  f low s  from 
the  h e a r t  o f  the  p e r s o n s  w h o  have 
w a lk e d  t h r o u g h  th e  v a l l e y  o f  the 
shadow o f  death and found the Savior 
there with grace for the moment.

If  Israel can sing to the Lord in the 
b e a u ty  o f  h o l in e s s  (P sa lm  96), the 
new  crea tu re  in C hris t  can sing and 
praise and celebrate witli even greater 
depth. The Cross and the open tomb 
are dem onstra tions that God is not yet 
through w orking in our midst.  Praise 
be to His name!

W hat a m om ent in the church and 
in creation, when the church sings its 
way into an im provised  fresh future! 
. . .  It is a m om en t  o f  threat and of 

healing, o f  breaking down 
and building up, o f  weep­
in g  a n d  l a u g h i n g ,  of 
m ourn ing  and dancing, of 
th row ing  aw ay and keep­
ing, o f  seeking and losing. 
It is a joyfu l noise— for all 
things new.7

Praying Together 
A u th e n t i c  w o rsh ip  in­

c l u d e s  s o m e  m a rv e lo u s  
m om ents  o f  prayer. When 
th e  m i n i s t e r  p r a y s  the 

o p e n in g  in v o c a t io n  and  invites the 
w hole  w orld  to be silent as we take 
our places  in preparation  to worship 
G od, we are jo in ing  the millions who 
have w orsh iped  since time began. It 
is a phenom enal moment!

W orship is the celebrative response

TO WHAT GOD HAS DONE, IS DOING, 
AND PROMISES TO DO.

—JOHN BURKHART
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a te  th a t  w e l e a rn  to  
lis ten with  great care 
to His W ord in order  
to gather the clues for 
responding  to Him in 
the present and the future.

T h e  B i b le  m u s t  h a v e  a c e n t r a l  
p l a c e  in P r o t e s t a n t  w o r s h ip .  T h e  
g r a c e  o f  G o d  is  m e d i a t e d  to  us 
th rough  the preach ing  o f  His Word. 
We m ust recover the art o f  listening 
to  th e  m i n i s t r y  o f  th e  W o rd  as a 
means o f  grace.

T h e  c r i t i c s  o f  p r e a c h i n g ,  th o s e  
“ca rp ing  censu res  o f  the w o r ld ,"  to 
use Shakespeare’s phrase, seem to be 
b l i th e ly  u n a w a re  o f  the  h igh  p la ce  
p reach ing  has in Chris t ian  tradition. 
D ietr ich  B o n h o e ffe r  dec la red ,  "T he  
p r o c l a im e d  W o rd  is th e  I n c a r n a te  
Christ h im self  . . .  the preached Christ 
is the historical Christ and the present 
Christ . . . walking through his co n ­
g regation  as the W ord .”8 “ So identi­
fied is Jesus the Word with the word 
o f  preach ing ,” writes R ichard Lisch- 
er,  “ th a t  the  o n e  p r o c l a im e d  o n ce  
again becom es the proclaimer. Inso­
far as preaching . . . offers the life o f  
God in Christ, it is Jesus h im self  who 
is the preacher."0

The Sacraments
R o b e r t  W e b b e r  w r i te s :  “ I o f te n  

counsel students and friends who are 
facing difficult times in their lives to 
flee to the Eucharist. Bread and wine 
are G o d ’s signs. They are . . . p le d g ­
es, te s tim o n ie s ,  and  s ig n s  o f  G o d ’s 
g r a c e  a n d  lo v e  t o w a r d  u s . ” 10 “ We 
need to com e to the Table of  the Lord 
with a sense o f  anticipation, believing

Preaching is cen tra l in N azaren e  w orsh ip . P ictured  here are  Pastor Je rry  Short (above left) 
preaching at D a n v ille , Ill in o is , and Susan Kaspar (above) g iv ing the ch ild ren 's  serm on at 
Frankfort, In d ian a , First Church.

W h e n  the  c o n g r e g a t io n  jo in s  t o ­
gether in the p rayer  w hich our  Lord 
taught us to pray, there is a b lending 
of minds and hearts that is not found 
outside the w orsh ip  experience.  One 
o f  m y sa c red  m e m o r ie s  o f  w o rsh ip  
came on a day when we had studied 
the L ord 's  P rayer together. We cam e 
to the rea liza tion  that every  verb  in 
the  p r a y e r  w a s  in th e  im p e r a t iv e ,  
c o m m a n d  fo rm . So  we sh o u te d  the 
L o rd 's  P rayer  to g e th er  at the top o f  
our  lungs .  W h a t  a w o rs h ip  e x p e r i ­
ence!

How powerful it is to be included 
in the p rayer o f  confession w hich the 
pastor prays for us! We know  in our 
heart o f  hearts that we have not been 
able to live up to the ideals w hich  we 
have for ourselves.  To ow n that gap 
and to understand that grace touches

our lives at that point as well is an ex ­
quisite m om ent o f  worship.

The pastoral prayer has long been a 
jo y  for  me. As the pas to r  se rves as 
priest and carries the w hole co n g re ­
gation into the very presence o f  God, 
we sha re  o u r  jo y s  and  o u r  so r ro w s  
and  pains .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  His g race  
to u c h e s  us all an e w !  W o rs h ip ,  i n ­
deed!

Reading and Preaching the Word
T h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  e v a n g e l i c a l  

church  appears to be losing the skill 
o f  r e a l ly  l i s t e n in g  to  the  W ord  o f  
God. We have lost our reverence for 
it. T hus ,  it ceases  to be a m ean s  o f  
grace for us.

W orsh ip  is the  rehearsa l  o f  w hat 
God has done in the past in anticipa­
tion o f  what He is about to do in the 
imm ediate future. It is only appropri-

Gordon Wickersham

The sacram en t of holy com m union  (le ft) has becom e m ore m ean ing fu l for 
N azarenes in recent years . P ictured here are  m em bers of First Church, 
Frankfort, In d ian a , as they partic ipa te  in a com m union serv ice.
G iving our tithes  and o fferings is an act of w orsh ip . H ere (below ) the Bronx 
Bethany church prep ares to receive the m orning offering .



that the Lord will meet us there in a 
u n iq u e  w ay , th a t  he  w il l  h ea l  o u r  
hurts, bind up our w ounds, and m in is­
ter to our needs.” "

R ob  S tap le s  ca lls  the sa c ram e n ts  
“visible w ords"  and "opera tive  sy m ­
b o l s . ” By “ o p e r a t iv e  s y m b o l s ” he 
m eans  "to  affirm not only  that they 
p r o c la im  a t ru th  b u t  th a t  th r o u g h  
them  G od  p e r fo rm s  an act o f  grace 
corresponding to that truth.” 12

T h e  g ra c e  o f  G o d  is p o w e r fu l ly  
p resen t  at the L o rd 's  Table.  A s  we 
participate in this rehearsal o f  G od 's  
definitive acts in Christ, we open our­
s e lv e s  fo r  G o d  to  f lo o d  o u r  l iv e s  
anew with His grace. “A nd  with  faith, 
the sacraments accom plish  what they 
w ere  des igned  to do— im part to the 
believer the grace o f  God. The ‘out­
w a rd  s ig n '  and  the  ‘in w a rd  g r a c e '  
w o rk in g  to g e th e r — th e se  are  w h a t  
make a sacram ent.” ”

A co u p le  o f  years  ago , 1 w as r e ­
flecting upon the patterns o f  m y life 
in the last decade. I was aw are o f  a 
deep  and abiding healing  at work in 
my life. I thought I understood many

p a r ts  o f  th a t  p r o c e s s .  S u d d e n ly ,  it 
d a w n e d  u p o n  m e  th a t  h e a l in g  h ad  
b een  p a r t icu la r ly  m e d ia te d  th ro u g h  
partic ipa tion  in the L o r d ’s Supper. I 
could identify at least a dozen d iffer­
ent C om m union  services in which the 
L o rd 's  p resence  had deeply  touched  
and  red irec ted  m y life. P ra ise  be to 
God!

Corporate and Personal W orship
C o rp o ra te  w o rs h ip  is the co re  o f  

spiritual formation. A fter  all. we are 
the "bride o f  Christ" and the “body of  
C h r i s t” en rou te  to the g rea t  " m a r ­
riage supper o f  the L am b."

Personal worship  is important,  a b ­
solutely  essential.  N oth ing  takes the 
p lace  o f  p e rso n a l  p ra y e r  and  B ib le  
reading. But Maria Harris is correct: 
“ One Christian is no Christian; we go 
to G od  to g e th er  or we do not go at 
all.” 14 This does not mean that private 
p ra y e r  and  w o rsh ip  are o p t iona l .  It 
merely accents the truth that w hatev­
er else the church is, it is a w orsh ip ­
ing  c o m m u n i ty .  " L e t  U S th e n  a p ­
p r o a c h  th e  t h r o n e  o f  g r a c e  w i th

c o n f i d e n c e ,  s o  th a t  
W E  may receive m e r­
cy  an d  f in d  g r a c e  to 
help US in our time of  
n ee d ."15

This article is excerpted from The Upward Call to the Holy 
Life, a book co-authored by Morris A. Weigelt, E. Dee Free­
born, Janine Tartaglia, and Wesley Tracy. It will be published 
later this year by the Nazarene Publishing House.
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or G od so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that w hoever  believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16. NK JV ). This verse e x ­
presses the greatest reality know n to the h u ­
man race.

W hen a person discovers this great re­
ality through the saving grace o f  G od in 
Christ, it is only natural for her or him  to 

want to tell others. And this our Lord com m iss ions  us to do. 
“Go therefore and m ake disciples o f  all the nations, baptizing 
them in the nam e o f  the Father and o f  the Son and o f  the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have c o m ­
manded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of  
the age" (M atthew  28:19-20, NK JV ).

Evangelism  is not “politically co rrec t” in som e religious 
and cultural settings. It is talking dow n to people as though 
you were better than they, the argum ent goes. But Christians 
are not acting in arrogance when they share Jesus Christ, the 
Bread o f  Life. Rather, it is a case o f  one beggar telling another 
where the bread— or Bread— is. St. A ugustine called the bear­
er of the gospel a little basket in which the bread, the Bread o f  
Life, is laid. C ou ld  any Christian find a more noble vocation?

Thus, we willingly answ er the call to becom e “am b as­
sadors for Christ, as though G od were p leading through us . . .  
be reconciled to G o d "  (2 C orin th ians 5:20. NKJV).

Every N azarene  in the w orld  resonates with Paul, who 
wrote. “ 1 am debtor both to G reeks and to barbarians, both to 
wise and to unw ise” (R om ans 1:14, NK JV ). We know  that our 
task is to cross every  ocean, c lim b every  m ounta in , ford every 
stream to be His w itnesses “ in Jerusalem , and in all Judea  and 
Samaria, and to the end o f  the ear th” (Acts 1:8, NKJV).

On the pages that follow, you will catch a g lim pse of  
how some o f  our churches are carrying out the com m iss ion  to 
evangelize.

I now  sen d  you  to open their eyes and  
to turn them  fro m  darkness to light, and  
from  the p o w er  o f  Satan  to G od, that 
they m ay receive fo rg iven ess  o f  sins  
a n d  an inheritance am ong those who  
are sanctified  by fa ith  in M e.

(A c ts  2 6 :1 7 -1 8 . N K JV )

D. Jeanene T iner

The Church exists by ev an g e­
lism  as fire  exists by burning.



THE NOW LOOK OF EVANGELISM
A Blend of Tradition and Innovation

by Jeanette

O
ur c h u rc h  w a s  in v e n te d  fo r  e v a n g e ­
lism. O u r  fo u n d in g  fathers  w an ted  to 
c rea te  a c h u rc h  tha t  w o u ld  ca r ry  the  
r e d e e m i n g  f l a m e  o f  e v a n g e l i s m  to  
p e o p le  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e y  c r a f t e d  a 
c h u r c h  th a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  a r m s  o f  
C hris t  to the c o m m o n  people , the u n ­
reached , the unw anted , the unloved.

T hat  m iss ion , a long  with innovative  w ays  to m ak e  
it happen , still b lo ssom s in the C hurch  o f  the N a z a ­
rene. In a society  d izzy  with swirling  change , ou r  p a s ­
tors and lay peop le  are find ing  w ays  to  “aggress ive ly  
press  upon the unsaved  the c la im s o f  the g o sp e l ,” to 
q u o te  E v a n g e l i s m  D i r e c to r  B ill  S u l l iv a n ,  “ a n d  to  
bring them  to the point o f  dec is ion  and he lp  them  b e ­
co m e  responsib le  m em b ers  o f  the church , the B ody  o f  
C hris t .”

B len d in g  O ld  and  N ew
O u r traditional evange lis tic  m ethods , such as door- 

to -d o o r  v is i ta t io n ,  re v iv a ls ,  and  a l ta r  se rv ic e s ,  still 
have  value. But m any  g row ing  churches  are d isco v e r­
ing that these m ethods  need  to  be b lended  with in n o ­
va tive  m in is tr ies  in o rd e r  to get the best hea r ing  for 
the gospel.

In his y ears  o f  pas to r ing , Jack  E y es to n e  has  seen 
m a n y  c h a n g e s  in e v a n g e l i s t i c  m e th o d s .  N o w , h is

The M e tro p le x  C hapel (D a lla s -F o rt W orth ) led a ll North A m erican  
churches in w inn in g  new  N azarenes in 1 9 9 2 . Support groups and  
m usical groups, like  the church's 15 -p ie c e  band, attracted  m any  
visitors.

D. Gardner

c h u rc h  in P u y a l lu p ,  W ash in g to n ,  no t o n ly  p rac tices  
the  t r a d i t io n a l  fo rm s ,  bu t  o f fe rs  e x t r a  p r o g r a m s  he 
calls “ feed e rs .”

“ I ’ve w o rk ed  with ev an g e l ism  for 35 y ea rs ,” Eye- 
stone  reflects. “ W h en  I first s tarted , ev an g e l ism  m ain ­
ly took  p lace  at the  a lta r  on Sunday . N ow , peop le  are 
converted  th rough  the lives o f  o u r  m em b ers .  I believe 
h o w  w e evange lize  is not the issue— the issue is that 
w e  get it d o n e .”

W h a t  m e a n s  d o es  the P u y a l lu p  c h u rc h  use  to get 
this jo b  done?

F or  starters, h o w  abou t an ou ts tan d in g ,  laym an-de­
v e lo p e d  a th le t ic  p r o g r a m ?  B a s k e tb a l l  r e a c h e d  146 
k id s  th ro u g h  an  in t r a m u ra l  p ro g ra m ,  an d  4 0  team s 
w ere  fo rm ed  for  m en. S u m m e r t im e  fea tures  a T-ball 
p ro g ra m  and  a team  in the c o m m u n i ty  little league. 
All sport ing  even ts  fea ture  devo tiona l  p rogram s.

“O u r  d ivo rce  recovery  support  g ro u p s  have  turned 
o u t  to  be a s t ro n g  e v a n g e l i s t i c  m in is t ry .  W e offer 
g roups  and c lasses  on  d ivo rce  recovery  for  adults  and 
for  children. A lot o f  th em  turn to C hris t  as they try to 
su rv ive  one o f  l i f e ’s ha rdes t  b lo w s— the b reak -up  o f  a 
fam ily .”

“T w o  o th e r  m a in  c o n tr ib u to rs  are  o u r  you th  m in ­
istries and c h i ld re n ’s m in is t r ie s ,” Pas to r  E yestone  ex­
plains. “We have  a p reschoo l,  and h ave  recru ited  kids

N as h v ille , T e n n ., First Church Pastor Stan T o le r w ith Kee Chae 
Man, pastor of First C hurch’s K orean co ngrega tion , w e lco m e new  
m em bers  into the church. BinNeeiey



from the c o m m u n i ty  to  p lay  ins trum ents  for  o u r  ch i l ­
d re n 's  o r c h e s t r a  a n d  be ll  cho ir .  We find  w h e n  you  
touch ch ild ren , you  reach  p a ren ts .”

“ We h a v e  s t ro n g  w o m e n ’s an d  m e n ’s m in is t r ie s ,  
and a great s ing les  ministry. We a lso  o ffer  p rog ram s 
like F r iendsh ip  D ay  that he lp  ou r  peop le  invite their 
friends to  church . S o  w e d o n ' t  really  have  one  sp ec if ­
ic ev an g e l ism  p ro g ram , but all o f  these feeders .”

J im  G a r lo w  an d  his co n g re g a t io n  at Fort W o r th 's  
M etroplex C hape l  a lso  o ffe r  in tr igu ing  p ro g ram s d e ­
signed to  d ra w  the unchurched .

“We e x p e r im en t  a lot,” G a r lo w  adm its . "W e reach 
out to peo p le  th ro u g h  ‘B r id g e  M in is t r ie s . ’ T h e  p u r ­
pose is to  try  to  in te r se c t  J e s u s  w ith  the  d e e p  hurt  
p laces in p e o p le ’s lives. O u r  task  is to  trans la te  the 
u n ch angeab le  gospe l  to  an incred ib le  rap id ly  c h a n g ­
ing cu ltu re ."

O ne  B r id g e  M in is try ,  “ P o w e rh o u s e ,"  is a con ce r t  
m in is try  each  F r id a y  and  S a tu rd a y  n igh t  that o ffers  
every style o f  C hris t ian  m us ic  im ag inab le ,  and reach ­
es c r o w d s  f r o m  100 to  
1 ,000 .  " T h e  g o a l  is to  
connect w ith  the  cu ltu re  
w h o  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  on  
S unday  m o rn in g s ,” P a s ­
tor G ar lo w  reports .

B eyond  e n te r ta in m e n t  
e v a n g e l i s m ,  M e t r o p l e x  
C h a p e l  o f f e r s  s p e c i f i c  
helps to  m e e t  life-needs.
T h e i r  l i n e - u p  i n c l u d e s  
classes on  d iv o rce  re c o v ­
ery, s ing le -pa ren ting ,  post abort ion  recovery , and  a d ­
diction. T h e  p ro g ram s appeal to the chu rched  and  the 
u n ch u rch ed .  In ten  yea rs ,  a t te n d a n c e  at th is  c h u rch  
has g ro w n  f rom  7 peop le  to  800.

C h u rc h  se rv ice s  a lso  ta rge t  c u rren t  h u m a n  needs. 
From  a F r ien d sh ip  D ay gea red  to  the unsaved , even  in 
music ( in c lu d in g  a " h o t” 15-piece band) an d  special 
l igh t in g ,  to  a t h r e e - w e e k ,  c a n d id  s e rm o n  se r ie s  on 
sexua li ty ,  M e t ro p le x  le a d e rs  a r e n ' t  a f ra id  to tack le  
hefty issues.

“ A l m o s t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  w a l k s  
th rough  the d o o r  is b roken  and needs  to 
be f ixed ,"  G a r lo w  expla ins . " T h e r e ’s an 
unbe lievab le  am o u n t  o f  em otiona l  c a r ­
n a g e  o u t  th e re .  W e try  to  p re se n t  the  
m e s s a g e  th a t  no  m a t te r  w h a t  y o u ’ve 
been  into, there  is healing  at the C ross— you will not 
be sh am ed  here , you  will be he lped .”

T o u c h in g  l ife -hu r ts  is a lso  a focus  o f  e v an g e l ism  
for B ob  H uffaker  at G rove  C ity  (O hio) C hurch  o f  the 
N azarene.

“ O u r  e v a n g e l ism  is really  h a p p e n in g  th ro u g h  ju s t  
m in is te r ing  to p e o p le ’s need s ,” H uffake r  reports. "W e 
constan tly  try to d iscover  peo p le 's  needs and how  we 
can m in is te r  to them . It w ould  be rare in ou r  chu rch  to 
g ive  an a ltar  call and not have  30 or 40  people  c o m e .”

F o r  yea rs ,  the  G ro v e  C ity  c h u rc h  has  b een  well-  
kn o w n  for its persona l ev ange lism . T he  ch u rch  a lso  
offers  several m in i-rev iva ls  each  year  that are a t tend ­
ed by 7 0 0 -8 0 0  people . D espite  using m any  traditional

m e a n s  o f  e v a n g e l i s m .  
Pastor  H uffaker does  not 
co n s id e r  this a " trad i t io n ­
al chu rch ."

"W e focus on w orsh ip  
in the m orn ing  and have 
a S u n d a y  n ig h t  S u n d a y  
S c h o o l . ” h e  e x p l a i n s .  
"T h a t  m a k e s  it e a s ie r  to 
o f f e r  e l e c t i v e s  l ik e  d i ­
v o rc e  r e c o v e ry .  T w e lv e  
s te p s ,  3 -D  c l a s s e s ,  d i s ­

covering  yo u r  gifts. Peop le  relax and are m ore  casual. 
We feel that if we set a good  table, folks will com e 
a n d  e a t .  A n d  th e y  a re .  T h e y ' r e  a l s o  t e l l i n g  th e i r  
fr iends. Ten to tw en ty  new  fam ilies  visit the church  
each  week.

“ O ne  o f  the best w ays  w e ’ve beco m e  know n  in the 
c o m m u n i ty  is th ro u g h  m a jo r  p ro d u c t io n s .  We d o n ' t  
ju s t  use  m usic ,  but add d ra m a  and lighting. We draw  
cro w d s  from  6 ,000  to 10,000.

"P eo p le  a lso  learn abou t us because  we let g roups.

L  A METHOD DOESN’T WORK, I WON’T 
GIVE UP ON EVANGELISM, I’LL JUST TRY 

A DIFFERENT WAY.”

Friendships are  fo rm ed  around the ta b le  a t G rand R apids First Church 
w here v is ito rs  are  inv ited  to com e to d in n er w ith  a support fa m ily . Those  
enjoying one of the d inn ers inc lude (I. to r.): Don and Linda T rem ain , 
Cindy C hester, M a rid ith  H a m m e r, and Susan Elias.

The “N ew  Look" of evang elism  does not m ean throw ing out 
the tra d itio n a l in favor of anyth ing  new. P raying at an a lta r in 
a church sanctuary is a w onderfu l w ay to find God. This a lta r  
service took p lace in the Bronx, N ew  York, B ethany Church of 
the N azarene M arch 2 1 ,1 9 9 3 .



------

like h om e-schoo le rs ,  use ou r  facilities for  the ir  m e e t­
ings. We a lso  o ffe r  a ch i ld ca re  p ro g ram  and  h av e  a 
s trong  C hris tian  school.

“T h e se  all reach  peop le ,  but I th ink  p ro b ab ly  ou r  
m o s t  e ffec t ive  o u treach  is o u r  d y n a m ic ,  c e leb ra t io n  
type  o f  pra ise  and  w o rsh ip ,” B ob  reflects. “ We gea r  
e v e ry th in g  to  th o se  o u ts id e  the  c h u rc h .  We d o  use  
h ym ns, but w e  use a lot o f  pra ise  choruses .  W e ’re not 
t ry in g  to  g e t  p e o p le  s a v e d  w h o  a re  a l r e a d y  in the  
c h u r c h ,  w e ' r e  t r y in g  to  r e a c h  p e o p le  o u t s i d e  th e  
ch u rch .”

S ince  the style o f  the chu rch  has c h an g ed ,  so  has 
the a t te n d a n c e .  G ro v e  C ity  has  g ro w n  f rom  6 0 0  to 
1,100 people .

T able F e llo w sh ip  as E van gelism
“We w ould  like to invite you to have S unday  d inner  

w ith  u s ,” is the inv ita tion  ex ten d ed  to  ev e ry  pe rson  
w ho  visits G rand  R apids, M ich.,  First C hurch . T he  in­
v ita tion  is m ad e  e i ther  by 
phone  or  in person  in the 
w eek  fo l low ing  their  v is ­
it to the church. “We a s­
sure  them  that there  is no 
o b l ig a t io n ,  and  the on ly  
th ing  they  have to  b ring  
is a good  appe ti te ,” says 
s e n i o r  p a s t o r  W a l t e r  
CrOW.

P e r s o n s  a re  m a t c h e d  
w i t h  a s u p p o r t  f a m i l y
w h o  have  s im ila r  interests, such as jo b s  or  ch ild ren  o f  
the sam e age, o r  w ho  happen  to  live in the sam e area. 
T he  support fam ily  is asked  to pray for the ir  v isiting  
fam ily  and  to p repare  the food  for the S unday  dinner, 
w hich  is he ld  at the church. At the d in n er  table, the 
host fam ily  has an opportun ity  to reach out in fe l lo w ­
ship  to their  new  friends.

D u r in g  the fo l lo w in g  d ay s ,  the su p p o r t  fam ily  is 
urged  to invite the ir  guests  to  the ir  ho m e and to call 
the v isiting fam ily  w eek ly  to inform  them  o f  activities  
at the church  in w hich  they  m igh t be interested.

“ W e ’ve seen m an y  m ean ingfu l  fr iendsh ips  dev e lo p

WEfE FEEL THAT IF WE SET A 
GOOD TABLE, FOLKS WILL COME 

AND EAT. AND THEY ARE.”

th rough  this m e th o d ,  w h ich  he lps  to  tie new  persons 
into the c h u rc h ,” says  Crow . “W e h ave  asked  the Lord 
to g ive  us a new  fam ily  every  w e e k — and  that is h a p ­
p en in g !”

P resen tin g  th e  G o sp el O n e-to -O n e
R uth D eL ong ,  M in is te r  o f  E v an g e l ism  at C o lo rado  

S prings  F irst C h u rch  o f  the N azaren e ,  p r im arily  fo l­
low s  a trad i t io n a l  t e c h n iq u e — the  P ersona l  E v a n g e ­
lism  T ra in ing  program .

“ P eo p le  are  ve ry  re sp o n s iv e  to  the  g o sp e l ,"  Ruth 
reports . “ But socie ty  has  changed .  T w en ty  years  ago, 
peop le  w ou ld  go  to chu rch  o r  revival m ee tings .  Now 
they w o n ’t co m e  to us. We m us t  g o  get them .

“ E v e ry  t im e  w e  g o  d o o r - to - d o o r  in o u r  P e rsona l  
E v an g e l ism  tra in ing  c lasses , w e find so m eo n e  w ho  is 
search ing . F or  instance , one  d ay  we ta lked  with  a lady 
w ho  had no  ch u rch  invo lvem ent.  She  accep ted  Christ 
and then told us s h e ’d been  p ray ing  for tw o w eeks  for

s o m e o n e  to  c o m e  to  her 
d o o r  a n d  h e lp  h e r .  I ’m 
glad  it w as us and  not the 
M orm ons .

“ S haring  the gospel is 
exciting . A n d  the results 
o f  P e r so n a l  E v a n g e l ism  
reach  the w h o le  church. 
W e s e e  p e o p l e  in the  
chu rch  b e c o m in g  respon­
sible m em b ers .  Num bers 
a n d  f i n a n c e s  in c r e a s e .  

N ew  converts  b r ing  unsaved  friends. We see a growth 
in w orkers  and  special p rayer  tim es. Personal evange­
lism bu ilds  the ch u rch  in m an y  w a y s .”

P a s to r  H o w ie  S h u te  o f  L o w v i l l e  B e th e l  (N.Y.) 
C h u rc h  o f  the  N a z a re n e  a lso  f e a tu re s  the  Personal 
E v a n g e l i s m  T r a in in g  P ro g ra m .  “ T h r o u g h  o u r  first 
t r a in in g  c la s s ,  15 p e o p le  a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t .  O n e  of 
th o s e  m e n  h a d  b e e n  in o u r  c h u r c h  p r a y e r s  fo r  17 
years. He jo in e d  o u r  next t ra in ing  class. I d o n ' t  have 
to p ro m o te  the p rog ram  an y m o re — he is so excited  he 
tells eve ry o n e  abou t it.

“ I w a s  a f r u s t r a te d  C h r i s t i a n  fo r  y e a r s , ” Pastor

Turning Poin t is the nam e of the support group m in istry  at P uyallup  The a th le tic  program s at the P uya llu p . W a s h ., Church of the
that helps adults cope w ith  life  contro lling  p rob lem s . C onfident Kids N azarene  a ttra c t hundreds of youth and ad u lts . But i t ’s not just fun
gives s im ila r  support for ch ild ren  fac ing  p rob lem  situation s . These and g am es . Coaches reg u la rly  lead  devotion s, keep ing  the gospel
m in is trie s  are w inn in g  people to Christ and the Church. m essage before th em .



S h u te  c o n f e s s e s .  “ I g r e w  u p  in c h u r c h  a n d  k n e w  the  
B ib le ,  b u t  1 n e v e r  k n e w  h o w  to  sh a re  th e  g o sp e l .  S o  I 
n e v e r  d id .  W h e n  I w e n t  to  s e m in a ry ,  I le a rn e d  h o w  to 
sh a re  m y  fa i th  a n d  e q u i p  m y  lay  p e o p le .  1 th in k  a  lot 
o f  p e o p l e ,  l i k e  m e ,  f e e l  c o n v i c t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  
f a i th — th e y  ju s t  d o n ’t fee l  e q u i p p e d . "

W h a t’s A h ead
W h a t  d o e s  th e  fu tu re  o f  e v a n g e l i s m  lo o k  like  in the  

c h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e ?  B e c a u s e  o f  th e  c h a n g e s  in 
m e th o d s ,  E v a n g e l i s m  D ir e c to r  Bill S u l l iv a n  c o m m i s ­
s io n e d  a s tu d y  o n  the  is sue .  T h e  re su l t s  w il l  be  a v a i l ­
ab le  at G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  in In d ia n a p o l i s .

" F r o m  m y  v a n t a g e  p o in t ,  th e  d e c i s io n  m a k in g  e x ­
p e r ie n c e  is s o m e th in g  o u r  s tu d y  w ill  lo o k  a t ,” Dr. S u l ­
livan s p e c u la te s .  "1 th in k  w e  m ig h t  f in d  a  c h a n g e  in 
the  w a y  p e o p l e  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s .  M o s t  o f  us  b e l i e v e  
p e o p le  n e e d  to  w a lk  d o w n  the  a is le ,  k n e e l  at  the  a l tar ,  
a n d  p r a y  t h r o u g h .  B u t  m o r e  p e o p l e  a r e  p r a y i n g  
t h r o u g h  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e ,  o r  i f  t h e y  a r e  p r a y i n g  
t h r o u g h  a t  o u r  a l t a r s ,  i t ’s e i t h e r  a  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  
s o m e t h i n g  th a t  h a p p e n e d  p r i v a t e l y  o r  in  a  s e p a r a t e  
se tting .  P a s to r s  tell m e  th a t  p e o p le  a re  s h o w in g  u p  a l ­
ready  sa v e d .  I feci e n o r m o u s  c h a n g e  is g o in g  o n  ou t 
in the  f ie ld  o f  e v a n g e l i s m . ”

M e a n w h i le ,  p a s to r s  s e e m  to  fee l  th a t  th e  fu tu re  o f  
e v a n g e l i s m  in  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  l o o k s  
b r igh t— s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  v e r y  w o r k ­
able.

“ A s  w e  e v a n g e l i z e ,  w e  n e e d  to  r e m e m b e r  s e v e ra l  
th in g s ,” J im  G a r l o w  p o in ts  o u t .  “ P e o p le  in o u r  c u l tu re  
at la rge  a re  p r o f o u n d ly  s e c u la r i z e d ,  so  o u r  l a n g u a g e  
m ust  r e a l ly  c h a n g e .  I ’v e  h a d  to  c o n d i t i o n  m y s e l f  to  
cut the  j a r g o n e s e .  T h i s  c u l tu r e  d o e s n ’t u n d e r s ta n d  it.

" W e ' r e  a l s o  t r y in g  to  r e a c h  a c y n ic a l  c u l tu re .  T h e y  
d o  n o t  t r u s t  p e o p l e  in  a u t h o r i t y — i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
church .  W e m u s t  p ra y  h a r d e r  a n d  w o rk  h a r d e r .”

" T h e  f irs t  k e y  f o r  e v a n g e l i s m  in th e  f u tu r e  is fo r  
people  to  h a v e  a v is io n  fo r  i t ,” c o m m e n t s  J a c k  E y e ­
stone .  " I f  p e o p l e  c a t c h  in t h e i r  h e a r t s  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  
their  o w n  s a lv a t io n ,  t h e y ' l l  s h a re  it. I th in k  w e  m u s t  
give th e m  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  h a n d le s  fo r  sh a r in g .  It 
d o e s n ' t  all w o rk ,  b u t  i f  y o u  th r o w  2 0  h o o k s  in to  the  
river, y o u 'v e  g o t  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  c a tc h in g  fish th a n  
if  you  use  on e .  W e m u s t  th r o w  in as  m a n y  h o o k s  as 
we c a n ."

" W e ' l l  a l w a y s  h a v e  a n e e d  fo r  e v a n g e l i s m ,  b e c a u s e  
w e 'l l  a lw a y s  h a v e  the  u n s a v e d ,” B o b  H u f f a k e r  says .  
"I ju s t  th in k  w e  n e e d  to  c h a n g e  s o m e  o f  o u r  m e th o d s .  
In the b u s in e s s  w o r ld ,  p e o p le  d o n ' t  d o  s o m e th in g  i f  it 
d o e s n ' t  h e l p  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  w e  in  th e  c h u r c h  
so m e t im e s  h o ld  to  t r a d i t io n s  b e c a u s e  th e y  w o r k e d  30 
years a g o  w h e n  p e o p l e ’s l ives  w e r e n ' t  so  busy.

“ I f  a m e t h o d  d o e s n ’t w o r k ,  I w o n ' t  g i v e  u p  o n  
e v a n g e l i s m .  I ' l l  j u s t  t ry  a  d i f f e r e n t  w ay .  P e o p le  a re  
hungry. I t 's  e a s i e r  to  r e a c h  p e o p le  to d a y  th a n  i t ’s e v e r  
been b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n s w e r s ,  t h e y ’re  
hurting. T im e s  h a v e  c h a n g e s ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  f in d  w a y s  
that w ill a p p e a l . "

W. T. P u r k h i s e r  o n c e  d e f in e d  e v a n g e ­
l ism  as  " s im p ly  te l l in g  all p e o p le  e v e r y ­
w h e r e  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  s a l v a t i o n  
th r o u g h  C h r is t  in su c h  a w a y  as  to  lead  
as  m a n y  as  p o s s ib le  to  s a v in g  fa i th ,  e n ­
t i r e  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  c o m ­
m i tm e n t  to  the  w o rk  o f  the  K in g d o m  in th e  f e l lo w s h ip  
o f  the  C h u r c h . ”

T h a t  d e f in i t io n ,  w h e th e r  c a r r ie d  o u t  t r a d i t io n a l ly  o r  
t h r o u g h  n e w  m e a n s  a n d  m e th o d s ,  still s ta n d s ,  as  the  
C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  r e a c h e s  o u t  m o r e  th a n  e v e r  
b e fo re  to  fu lf i l l  th e  G re a t  C o m m is s io n .  ^

New  Nazarenes
N orth  A m erican  C hurches That R ece ived  50  o r  M ore N ew  N azarenes in 1992 *

Church N ew  N azarenes D istric t
Metroplex Chapel 141 W est Texas

(Fort W orth)
Grove City 124 Central Ohio
Gloryland (Lancaster) 112 Central Ohio
Olathe College Church 106 Kansas City
O rlando Templo Evangelisti- 100 Central Florida

co del Nazareno
Denver First 93 Colorado
Puyallup 90 W ashington Pacific
Bethany First 96 Northwest Oklahoma
Seattle Aurora 86 W ashington Pacific
Grand Rapids First 76 Michigan
Salem First 75 Oregon Pacific
El Paso Trinity 73 New Mexico
Lakeland Highland Park 72 Central Florida
Good Samaritan (Princeton) 72 Southern Florida
Detroit First 69 Eastern Michigan
O rlando Metro W est 69 Central Florida
Lima Community 66 Northwestern Ohio
Cincinnati Springdale 63 Southwestern Ohio
W inter Haven First 63 Central Florida
Pasadena First 61 Los Angeles
South Gate 61 Anaheim
Living Word 60 Metro New York
Newark Good Shepherd 60 Metro New York
South Gate La Gran Comision 60 Anaheim
Nashville First 58 Tennessee
Farmington 57 Missouri
Haitian Community 57 Metro New York
North Miami Haitian 57 Southern Florida
Avon Community 56 Indianapolis
Colorado Springs First 55 Colorado
Kansas City Beacon Hill 55 Kansas City
Mesa 54 Arizona
New Hope Community 53 Arizona
Kokomo Forest Lawn 52 Northwest Indiana
Bakersfield Olive Knolls 52 Central California
W est Melbourne 52 Florida Space Coast
Columbus Shepherd 51 Central Ohio
Houston Spring Branch 51 Houston
Marion First 51 North Central Ohio
Canton First 50 Akron
Indianapolis W estside 50 Indianapolis
Greenville First 50 South Carolina

Source: Church Growth Division Research Unit/General Secretary's Office. 
•Worldwide statistics on new Nazarenes were not available at press time.
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Meet My New Friends
by Jim  Diehl, Pastor; First Church o f the Nazarene, Denver, Colorado

Photos by Charlie Grimes

A V E  A N D  C O N N I E  P E N D L E T O N  l iv e  in 
the  fast lane.  T h e y  are  m id - th i r t i e s ,  e x t r e m e ly  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  u p  to  d a t e  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  
h a p p e n i n g  in  th e  n in e t ie s .  B e fo r e  c o m i n g  to  
D e n v e r  F irs t  C h u r c h ,  th e y  h a d  o n ly  o n e  p r o b ­

l e m :  T h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s l e e p  a t  n i g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
n e i g h b o r ' s  b a r k in g  dog!

O n e  n ig h t ,  D a v e  w a s  s o  u p s e t  a b o u t  th e  d o g ,  he  
c a l le d  th e  n e ig h b o r .  In a  v o ic e  a  l i t t le  le ss  th a n  f r i e n d ­
ly, D a v e  d e m a n d e d  tha t  th e  d o g  “ sh u t  u p . ”

In te re s t in g ly  e n o u g h ,  the  n e ig h b o r  w a s  a N a z a r e n e  
f ro m  D e n v e r  F irs t  w h o  re a l ly  h a d  a h e a r t  to  r e a c h  o u t  
a n d  w i tn e s s  to  h is  n e i g h b o r s .  B u t  a n  a n n o y i n g  d o g  
w a s  h a rd ly  the  w a y  to  w in  a n d  in f lu e n c e  h is  f r ie n d s  
f o r  C h r is t .

So, the  o w n e r  o f  the  d o g  w e n t  ou t ,  to o k  the  d o g  f ro m  
the  b a c k  y ard ,  p u t  h im  in the  b a s e m e n t .  H e  k e p t  h im  
th e re  fo r  severa l  day s ,  e x c e p t  fo r  q u ic k  tr ips  ou ts ide!

S e v e r a l  d a y s  la te r ,  D a v e  P e n d l e t o n  w e n t  to  t h e  
n e i g h b o r ’s h o u s e  to  th a n k  h im  f o r  q u ie t in g  th e  d o g .  
O u r  N a z a r e n e  f r ie n d  q u ic k ly  r e s p o n d e d ,  “ W h e n  y o u  
m e n t io n e d  m y  b a r k in g  d o g ,  I j u s t  w e n t  o u t ,  g o t  h im ,  
b r o u g h t  h im  in the  h o u se ,  a n d  k i l le d  the  m u t t ! ”

D a v e  lo o k e d  a t  h im  w i th  a m a z e m e n t  a n d  h o r ro r ,  
" O h ,  no— y o u  d i d n ' t  kill the  d o g !  I d i d n ’t a sk  y o u  to  
k ill  h im .  I j u s t  a s k e d  y o u  to  q u ie t  h im  d o w n  at n ig h t . "

“ N o t h i n g ’s t o o  m u c h  to  h e l p  m y  n e i g h b o r , ” th e  
n e i g h b o r  e x p la in e d .

D a v e  w e n t  b a c k  h o m e  a n d  sa id  to  C o n n i e ,  “ I b e ­
l ie v e  w e ’v e  g o t  a  c r a z y  n e ig h b o r .  H e  k i l l e d  th a t  d o g ! ” 

A b o u t  a  w e e k  la ter ,  D a v e  c a m e  b a c k  to  th e  N a z a ­
r e n e  h o m e  w i th  h e a v i n e s s  a n d  g u i l t .  H e  a s k e d  fo r ­
g iv e n e s s  f o r  c o m p la i n in g  a b o u t  th e  d o g  a n d  c a u s in g  
h is  d ea th .

A b o u t  th a t  t im e ,  th e  “ d e a d  d o g ” c a m e  a r o u n d  the 
t a b l e  w a g g i n g  h i s  t a i l .  A n  a s t o n i s h e d  D a v e  s a id .  
" W h e r e ’d  the  d o g  c o m e  f ro m ?  I th o u g h t  he  w a s  d e a d !” 

O u r  D e n v e r  F irs t  C h u r c h  f r ie n d  b u r s t  in to  laughter ,  
“ Aw, m a n ,  I d i d n ’t kill  th e  d o g .  I j u s t  p u t  h im  in the 
b a s e m e n t .  I w a s  j u s t  h a v i n g  fun  w i th  y o u ! ”

T h a t  c r e a te d  a r o u n d  o f  h o w l in g  la u g h te r  a n d  these 
tw o  m e n  f o u n d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  b o th  c l o w n s  to  som e 
e x te n t ,  a n d  a t r e m e n d o u s  f r i e n d s h ip  w a s  b o rn .

A f t e r  m a n y  c u p s  o f  c o f f e e  a n d  t im e s  o f  fe l lo w sh ip  
b e t w e e n  b o th  c o u p le s ,  th e  N a z a r e n e  n e i g h b o r s  invited  
the  P e n d le to n s  to  the  B i l ly  G r a h a m  C r u s a d e  in D en ­
ver. A s  G o d  w o u ld  h a v e  it. D a v e  a n d  C o n n i e  P e n d le ­
to n  s te p p e d  o u t  at  the  C r u s a d e  to  g iv e  th e i r  h ea r ts  to 
C h r is t ,  a s k  f o rg iv e n e s s  o f  th e i r  s in s ,  a n d  c o m m i t  their 
f u tu re  to  th e  L o rd .

S i n c e  th e  c o u p l e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  f r i e n d s ,  the 
P e n d le to n s  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e i r  N a z a r e n e  n e ig h b o r s  to 
D e n v e r  F irs t  C h u r c h .  T h o u g h  th e  n e i g h b o r s  w ith  the 
“ d e a d  d o g ” h a v e  s in c e  m o v e d  o u t  o f  s ta te ,  D a v e  and 
C o n n i e  a re  g r o w i n g  in  g ra c e .

W h y  is th e  s to ry  o f  th e  P e n d le to n s  so  s ign if ican t?  
F o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l y  h a s  b e e n  R o m a n  
C a th o l i c .  A f t e r  I d e d i c a t e d  th e i r  b a b y  so n ,  A le x ,  in a 
p r iv a te  c e r e m o n y  re c e n t ly ,  D a v e  a n d  C o n n i e  tu rn ed  to 
th e i r  f a m i ly  a n d ,  w i th  f a c e s  g lo w in g ,  sa id ,  " W e  w ant 
y o u  all to  k n o w  tha t  G o d  h a s  c h a n g e d  o u r  lives. He 
h a s  a l so  b r o u g h t  l i t t le  A le x  in to  o u r  l ives  as  a d irect 
a n s w e r  to  p ray e r .  W e  w a n t  y o u  to  k n o w  th a t  n ex t  S u n ­
day , w e  a re  b r e a k in g  th e  f a m i ly  t r a d i t io n  fo rever ,  and 
a re  j o in i n g  th e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e ."

T h e r e  w a s  as  m u c h  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  G o d ’s Spiri t  on 
the  P e n d le to n s  as  o n  a n y  c o u p le  I 'v e  e v e r  seen .  Later, 
D a v e  w h is p e re d  in m y  ear ,  “ P as to r ,  s ix  m o n th s  o f  w o r­
s h ip  at D e n v e r  F irs t  C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  h a s  m eant 
m o r e  to  m e  th a n  all o f  m y  life in th e  R o m a n  C atholic

D ave and Connie P endleton  w ith  th e ir son, A lex .

H e r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s





GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
THE BOARD OF

The B oard of G enera l 
S u p e rin ten d en ts  ot the  
Church of th e  N azarene  
(1 9 8 9 -9 3 )  ( I .  to  r j  John 
A . K night, D onald  D. 
O w ens, W ill ia m  J. 
P rin c e , R aym ond W . 
H urn , J e ra ld  D. 
Johnson , and Eugene L. 

e.

They come to celebrate and commit themselves to 
the fourfold task which our Lord has put before 
us: worship, evangelism, nurture, and service. 

Pursuit o f  this task over the past 85 years has drawn the 
Church of the Nazarene to 109 world areas with the 
message of full salvation. “That the World May Know" 
still captivates our collective vision. As our denom ina­
tional mission statement declares, our mission is “to

respond to the Great Commission o f Christ to ‘go and 
make disciples of  all na tions. '"

As the international Nazarene family gathers we 
renew our dedication to our Christ and to the mission of 
His Church. The breath of  life for the “called out" com­
munity o f  faith that is the Church of the Nazarene is to 
preach, teach, and live scriptural holiness. It is ingrained 
into the international Nazarene character. And it will be

0  ike pilgrims “nerved by God” who find fountains of refreshment 
M  in every thirsty valley (Psalm 86:4-5, Moffatt) they are 

M  J  gathering from every corner of the globe. From 109 countries 
and world areas with a testimony on their lips and the joy of Christ in 
their hearts they come to the 23rd General Assembly of the Church 
of the Nazarene.



at the heart o f  both the legislative sessions and the 
worship services of  the General Assembly.

This is a time to look backw ard  over the last qua- 
drennium with gratitude and praise. The Holy Spirit has 
given a wonderful harvest o f  souls. New congregations 
have been established. God has continued to call men and 
women to minister in His harvest fields. The church is 
providing educational opportunities which enable those 
called to prepare for fruitful service. And. during the past 
quadrennium, God has been able to reach into some of the 
most needy parts o f  this world through the hands and 
hearts o f  Nazarenes dedicated to compassionate m in­
istries.

This is a time to look fo rw a rd  in faith to the Gilgals 
and Goliaths, the opportunities and challenges, o f  the 
future. We envision that, by the closing prayer o f  this 
assembly, we shall be energized by the Spirit to go out 
once again into all the world preaching and teaching the 
gospel o f  Jesus Christ— the only hope of redemption for 
our sinsick world.

The General Assembly is also a time to look inward  
and humble ourselves before the Lord. The Board of 
General Superintendents and the Nazarene World Mission 
Society have called the entire church to pray for G o d ’s 
purging presence, powerful blessing, and provident 
guidance at this important gathering.

This is a time to look upward  for the strength, 
guidance, and vision that a Christ-shaped future demands. 
Again we give ourselves to our theme, “That the World 
May Know," which beckons us toward the broadening 
horizons of  opportunity that tomorrow promises. This 
assembly will prove to be a threshold of  empowerment, 
planning, and decision-making that will have an impact 
on our church and our world well into the 21st century.

We are a large family now with many languages, 
nationalities, and cultures. But we are all brothers and 
sisters in the Lord. And one of  the joys of  General 
Assembly is fellowship within the family of  faith. From 
the beginning, our General Assemblies have been family 
gatherings. Loved ones who have been separated by 
time and distance are reunited. Spiritual relatives get 
together—

pastors with former parishioners, 
lay persons who have been only mutual 

memories for a long time, 
evangelists and their trophies of  grace, 

professors and their former students, 
missionaries and their prayer partners—

it has been going on since Acts 2:42— the family of  God 
celebrating Christian fellowship.

ORVILLE W.
JE N K IN S
1968-85

W ILLIA M  M.
G R E A T H O U SE
1976-89

PROMOTED TO GLORY

SAM U EL Y O U N G  
1948-72 
d. 1/25/90

A SALUTE TO 
PAST LEADERS

GENERAL 
SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITI

G E O R G E  CO U L T ER  
1964-80

V. H. LEW IS  
1960-85



GENERAL SECRETARY
The General Secretary's Office continues to 

work with the Board of General Superinten­
dents, the General Board, and Headquarters 

leaders to emphasize organizational adjustments 
designed to facilitate the global needs of the Church 
of the Nazarene. While the message of the Church is 
timeless, our methods must be timely and adap tab le -  
sensitive to the needs of a rapidly changing world.

In seeking to respond to the needs o f  an interna­
tional church, the General Secretary's Office pro­
vides a variety of  services. These include:

MAINTAINING RECORDS
The quadrennial statistics are as follows:
■  1,072,823 members— a net gain o f  198,845, an 

increase of  22.75%
■  346,898 new Nazarenes
■  10.599 organized churches— a net gain of  1,668
■  $1,832,514,399 paid by Nazarenes for all pur­

poses, distributed as follows:
■ $1,478,502,277 local expenses
■ $97,930,039 district interests
■ $50,675,573 educational interests
■ $205,406,510 general and world 

evangelization interests
1,690 newly ordained elders
127 newly ordained deacons
168 ministers ' credentials recognized
from other denominations
An increase of 42 districts (to 305— 122
regular, 46 mission, 95 national mission,
33 pioneer districts, and 9 pioneer areas)

ARCHIVES
The archives staff collects and processes 
important Nazarene materials, while providing data 
for researchers and constituents.

HEADQUARTERS PERSONNEL
The personnel staff is responsible for employee 
relations, award events, analyses, recruiting, and 
government guidelines compliance for the 293 full­
time equivalent employees at Nazarene Head­
quarters. Slightly more than 27% of employee 
positions are funded by non-General Budget dollars.

CORPORATE AFFAIRS

JACK STONE 
G eneral Secretary

Our corporate and insurance 
attorneys guide us through a 
maze of legal realities. More 
than 12,000 official General 
Board instruments were 
processed for various departments and agencies 
during the past four years. These included 7,336 
contracts, deeds, and other documents. During this 
same period, our notaries public processed 4.849 
legal papers.

CHURCH & PUBLIC RELATIONS
As director of public relations, the general secretary 
works with the Board of  General Superintendents, the 
Nazarene News Service, and the H erald  o f  H o li­
ness to disseminate information about the denom i­
nation to our constituents and fraternal associates.
We are members of  the National Association of  
Evangelicals and the Christian Holiness Association.

M e m b e rs  of the G eneral S e c re ta ry ’s staft.

COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES
The general secretary coordinates all special com m it­
tees and commissions of  the General Assembly and 
General Board. Among these is the Christian Action 
Committee, which monitors moral issues of  national 
and international importance. Working within 
denominational guidelines, the general secretary col­
laborates with organizations to promote temperance 
and civic righteousness.

■ s a r



GENERAL TREASURER

NORMAN 0. MILLER 
General Treasurer

The Church of the Nazarene seeks to advance 
G od 's  k ingdom by proclaiming and propa­
gating Christian holiness as set forth in the 

Scriptures. To help carry out this mission, the 
treasurer 's  office receives and disburses church 
funds for the General Board of  the Church of the 
Nazarene.

As general treasurer, Norman Miller is respon­
sible for processing all financial transactions in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting 
standards. Full and accurate financial reports of 
receipts and disbursements are provided to the 
General Board. Each year the financial records are 
audited by a certified public accounting firm.

The general treasurer also serves as the executive 
officer o f  the Investment Committee of  the General 
Board. The members of this committee are Robert L. 
Foster. D. Moody Gunter, Ralph R. Hodges, Vernon 
E. Lunn, Norman 0 .  Miller, and Robert L. Parker. 
The late Leon D. Doane also served.

Tjgf HANKS to the many Nazarenes 
J L  around the world who have 

given to advance the cause of 
Christian holiness. Many have given 
sacrificially (2 Samuel 24:24). For the 
quadrennium just completed, 
Nazarenes gave $175 million to world 
evangelism (General Budget and 
Mission Specials).

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WORLD EVANGELISM

Year Ending 
December 31

1991

1992

General Budget Mission Special Total Received for
Receipts Receipts World Evangelism

1989 $ 28 ,276 ,285 .56  $ 13,277, .31 $ 41 ,553,349.87

■ m m 29,095,551.31 14,559, .37 43 ,655,157.

29 ,718,322

32,083,1

13 ,412 ,424 .76

14,570,778.23

43 ,130 ,746 .85

,654,459.19£  
i  ■

Quadrennium $119,173 ,839.92 $ 55 ,819,873.67 $174,993,713.59



CHURCH GROWTH DIVISION
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The denom in ation  began the quadrennium  w ith  a w o rld w id e  fu ll 
and assoc iate  m em bersh ip  of 8 7 3 ,9 7 8 . M e m b ersh ip  at the 
close of the quadrennium  w as 1 ,0 7 0 ,7 9 0 . This reflects  a net 
m em bersh ip  gain  of 1 9 6 ,8 1 2 .

CHURCH SIZE 
STRATEGIES

FUNDING

The Church G rowth D iv is ion  has res p o n s ib ility  for d istributing  
G eneral Board funds for m ission  w ork in C anada and the U .S .A . 
A ll to ta le d , the d iv is ion  d is tribu ted  $ 6 ,2 9 2 ,1 3 1  of G eneral 
B udget and A lab aste r funds to these d is tric ts  during the  
q u a d ren n iu m . An ad d itio n a l $ 1 ,3 5 3 ,0 7 5  w as provided to 
ed uca tiona l ins titu tions .

NEWNAZARENES
I D e n o m in a tio n a l  
I T ra n s fe rs

I P ro fe s s io n s  
I o f F a ith

1 20,000

100,000

8 0 ,0 0 0

60,000

40,000

20,000

There w ere  3 4 5 ,5 2 2  new  N azarenes received during the 
quadrenn ium .

Dr. B ill M . S u lliva n , Church Growth D iv is ion  d irecto r, recognizes  
graduates of the K-Church Pro ject at the Q uadrenn ia l C onference  
on Evangelism . In the K-Church Project, 63 pastors graduated from  
the School of Large Church M a n ag em e n t in O ctober of 1 9 9 1 . At the 
close of the quadrennium  th ere  w ere  120  pastors involved in the  
school w ith  plans to graduate in O ctober of 1 9 9 4 . The K-Church  
Pro ject, the S m all Church Ins titu te , and the In te rm ed ia te  Church 
In itia tiv e  are a ll part of the d iv is ion 's  Church Size S tra teg ies .

The SM ALL C H U R C H  IN S T IT U T E  held  its firs t N ation al Training  
C onference in A pril of 1 9 9 2 . The conference w as attended by 
130  d is tric t tra in ers  w ho returned  to th e ir  d is tric ts  to hold 
“ R e te a c h ” s e m in a rs . The IN TE R M E D IA TE  C H U R C H  IN ITIATIVE  
is the fin a l s tra tegy to be lau n ch ed . P lann ing  w as com pleted in 
the q u a drenn ium  and im p le m e n te d  in Jan u ary  of 1 9 9 3 .



RESEARCH

WORK 
& WITNESS

The Church G rowth D iv is ion  
participates in the W ork and  
Witness program  ot the d e n o m i­
nation. There w ere  3 7 3  W ork and  
Witness projects in C anada and 
the U .S .A . during the  
quadrennium. 6 ,3 6 5  partic ipan ts  
provided 3 2 6 ,6 0 0  hours of 
volunteer w ork.

COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES

Dr. Thom as N ees , a d m in is tra tiv e  d irecto r of C a n a d a /U .S .A . C om passionate M in is ­
tr ie s , and G eneral S uperin tend ent Donald  D. O wens v is it H om estead , F la ., a fter 
hurricane A ndrew . The Church G rowth D iv is ion  received  m ore than $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for 
needs in C anada and the U .S .A . during the quad ren n iu m . At the end of the quadren ­
n ium  th ere  w ere  at least 51 fu lly  ce rtified  5 0 1 (c )3  C om passionate M in is try  Centers.

The Church Growth  
R esearch C enter 
assists local church­
es, d is tric ts , and 
d e n o m in atio n a l 
offices in planning  
for church grow th, 
inc luding church  
plan tin g . The  
R esearch C enter has 
acquired  the most 
recent national 
census data and has 
fo rm atted  it fo r use 
by local churches 
and d istricts. 1 9 9 2  
also  saw  the  
co m ple tion  of the  
Church M e m b e rsh ip  
Study— a na tio n a l, 
in te rd en o m in atio n a l 
study of church  
m em bersh ip  by 
county.



(O N E T  “HEARTLIM " CALLS
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The to ll-fre e  “ H e a rtlin e ” num ber located at C hristian  
C ounseling Serv ices in N ash ville  has been a v a ila b le  to 
our pastors and th e ir fa m ilie s  since 1 9 8 4 . The num ber of 
ca lls  serviced each year has risen from  230  in 1 9 8 4  to 
91 8  in 1 9 9 2 .

WOMEN IN MINISTRY

R ev. E lizabeth Potter ( r . )  
is busy p lanting  a church- 
type m ission in the 
W estport section of 
Kansas City. God is still 
ca llin g  w om en  to m in ­
istry, and R ev. Potter is a 
strong ro le m odel for 
other w om en to fu lfill th e ir  
c a ll.

Dr. R obert E. Cooley ( r .) ,  
pres iden t, W orld  R e lie f 
C orporation , presents the 
“ H elp ing H ands A w a rd ” 
to Rev. Ngan Thi Tran  
( I . ) ,  pastor of the 
C hicago Uptown  
V ie tn am e se  Church 
of the N azarene .

CHAPLAINS

C haplain  Curt Bow ers (c e n te r), C hap laincy M in is trie s  
d irecto r, m akes a hosp ital v is it w ith  C haplain  Chuck 
R obertson, one of 70 hospital chap la ins. The num ber of 
ch ap la ins in a ll ro les of m in istry  is 4 3 0  (2 6 5  p a rt-tim e , 
165  fu ll-t im e ).

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW

P rea ch in g  fo r the  
H a rv e s t  w as  the  
th em e fo r the “ Y ear  
of P re a c h in g .” The  
o b je c tiv e  for the year 
w as to em p h as ize  
the p rio rity  of 
p reach ing  in the  
Church of the  
N azaren e .

PASTORS

Rev. W ilb u r W . Brannon ( I . ) ,  P as tora l M in is tr ie s  d irector, 
discusses the v id eo , P rea ch in g  fo r the  H a rv e s t , w ith  Dr. B ill Burch, 
A rizona d is tric t su perin tendent; R ev . P ete  R iggs , J r ., pastor of 
Tw in  Buttes in M e n tm o re , N .M e x .;  and R ev . John N e lls , Navajo  
N ation  d is tric t su p erin te n d en t. In ad d itio n  to the v id eo , two  
m onographs w ere  designed for the “ Y e a r of P re a c h in g ,” which  
en courage youth to respond to the ca ll to p reach .

SERVICEMEMBERS

The 1 9 9 2  European S e rv ic e m e m b e rs  R e trea t in C h iem see, 
G erm an y, w as  just one of 11 re trea ts  held  th is  quadrenn ium . 
C hap la incy M in is tr ie s  a lso  keeps track of over 6 ,0 0 0  Nazarene  
se rv ic em e m b e rs  around the w orld  and produces a quarterly  
n e w s le tte r, U n d er O rders , to rem in d  th em  of th e ir  C hristian  
ca llin g .



EVANGELISTS AND REVIVALS MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES
Rev. John N ells  ( I . ) ,  
ch airm an  of the  
M u lticu ltu ra l M in is trie s  
C ouncil, a t a m eeting  of the  
council w ith  Dr. M ichael R. 
Estep, Church Extension  
M in is tr ie s  d irecto r. The  
ongoing creation  of an 
evan g elis tic  stra tegy for 
each m a jo r cu ltu ra l group  
has provided broad vision  
and leadersh ip  
deve lopm ent.

During the q u a drenn ium  2 6 ,6 6 0  rev iva ls  w ere  
reported in C anada and the U .S .A . At the close  
of the q u a drenn ium  th ere  w ere  a to ta l of 3 2 3  
reg istered  and co m m iss io ned  ev an g elis ts  and 
song ev an g e lis ts .

THRUST TO THE CITIES

PERSONAL EVANGELISM 
TRAINING

B everly Burgess teach es  a class on personal 
e v a n g e lis m . D uring the q u a drenn ium  93  
P ersonal E vange lism  Schools w ere  conducted  
by E vange lism  M in is tr ie s . The to ta l n um ber of 
persons tra in ed  w ere  8 5 1 .

CHURCH
PLANTING
Throughout the  
q u a d ren n iu m , Church 
Extension M in is tr ie s  
conducted tra in ing  
events for church  
p lan ters  and 
m u lticu ltu ra l le ad e rs .

Decadal Goal Progress
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9,000

o  8,500

G o a l A c tu a l

85 86 87 ’88 '89 ’90 ’91 ’92 ’93 ’94 ’95

A s s e m b ly  Y e a r

The d ecad al goal of 1 0 ,0 0 0  churches w o rld w id e  w as reached at the close of 
the 1991 assem b ly  ye ar. The to ta l at the close of the quadrennium  w as  
1 0 ,5 5 9 .

CHURCHES WORLDWIDE

Thrust to the C ities  has 
im pacted  c ities  around the  
w orld . This m an in Seo u l, 
K orea, w as one of 1 ,0 0 0  
new  N azarenes baptized  
during the 1991 M id ye ar  
S eoul Thrust R a lly .



COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
COMMUNICATION: MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Just when the whole world 
thought it had surely seen it 
all, along came the closing 

decade of this millen­
nium. And with it 
came an unbelievable 
torrent of change.
The impenetrable 
crumbled. The 
immovable moved 
—pushed along by 
the unlikely com­
bination of inde­

pendence and interdepen­
dence, both nationally and 
individually. This was fueled in 
part by new communication 
systems. Attitudes and events 
previously limited to localized 
impact, exploded into regional, 
even global, concerns.

While many changes are wel­
comed, nagging questions per­
sist. Questions like, What, if 
anything, is lasting? WJwt, if 
anything, is changeless? What, if 
anything, is permanently true?

All of which raises other ques­
tions like, Could there ever be a 
better moment for a sure foundation? 
Could there ever be a clearer reason 
for having Christians on earth?
Could there ever be a greater chal­
lenge for our church to sound the 
note of hope and certainty— "Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, 
today, and forever" ?

If we are serious about 
redemptive contact, we are 
serious about communication.
The Communications Division 
spearheads that commitment.

—Paul Skiles, Director

MEDIA INTERNATIONAL

Media International seeks 
to provide the Church of  
the Nazarene 

with every com m unica­
tions tool available. Our 
task is to help our 
denomination proclaim 
the love o f  God in 
Christ, and to seek to 
bring believers into

mature Christian life 
and service.

Our ministry 
employs a staff of 
media profession­
als. dedicated to 
God, ministry, and 
the mission o f  the 

Church of the Nazarene.
We operate multiformat, 

broadcast quality video suites, 
“virtual track" digital audio

studios, a multi­
image production 

suite, and 
computer 
graphics
work stations. We 
provide missionaries 
with audiovisual 
production assistance 
and an equipment pool 

for deputation. We also maintain 
a high-speed audiocassette 
duplication operation and a 
professional photography facility.

Our staff provides for the 
church resources in media design, 
production, consultation, market­
ing. meeting, planning, and 
information processing.

With G od 's  help, we seek to 
communicate Christ 's message of 
hope, love , an d  faith .



BOOK COMMITTEE PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL
Ihe Book Committee approves and 
develops the English-speaking non- 
curriculum books published by the 

Church of  the Nazarene. Composed o f  10 
regular members who meet quarterly, the 

committee is nominated by the Board o f  General Superin­
tendents and approved by the General Board.

Members o f  the Book Committee make 
an outstanding contribution to the publish­
ing process, bringing a diversity of  exper­
ience and expertise to their positions. As a 
result, the Church o f  the Nazarene is able 
to offer some o f  the finest reading material 
available today. From theology to contemporary issues, from

devotional materials to 
inspirational fiction, from 
Bible study to biography, 
the Book Committee is 
committed to providing 
literature designed to 
nurture and advance our 
community o f  faith.

NAZARENE NEWS SERVICE

N azarene News Service 
is an information con­
duit for the 

denomination.
Principal respons­
ibilities include 
keeping church 
leaders and con­
stituents informed 
of events affecting 
the denomination.
This is done through a weekly 
newsletter to church leaders, 
by means of  a telephone news 
line (Telenews), by means o f  a 
monthly news report for 
missionaries {World M ission  
Videonet), and through the

pages o f  the denominational 
magazine, the H erald o f  H oli­
ness.

Nazarene News 
Service also works 
with the general 
secretary to assist 
in the dissemina­
tion o f  information 
about the church to 
the secular news 

media and responds to 
questions from constituents.

Nazarene News Service 
works with Headquarters 
divisions, districts, and local 
churches to share news with 
Nazarenes everywhere.

Publications International is committed to 
the mission of  communicating the Good 
News to people o f  all cultures and serv­

ing the Church of the Nazarene in its global 
ministry. Publications International

develops non-English 
and intercultural Eng­
lish Christian literature 
for more than 50 major 
language groups. This 
work is coordinated 
through the six region­

al offices and numerous literature committees
of our church. ____________

Included in what the multi­
national employees in Kansas 
City produce and market are 
devotional books, Bible 
studies, theological texts,
Christian fiction, periodicals, 
and Sunday School literature for all ages.

Publications International provides transla­
tion services for International Headquarters. It 
also oversees such special programs as “Books 
in Missions,” a project that supplies used 
books for our English-speaking districts and 
schools outside North America.

WORLD MISSION RADIO

T
he Church o f the Nazarene has long-rec­
ognized the power o f  radio to reach the 
unreachable. The voice of  World Mis­

sion Radio first hit the airwaves in 1945 with 
the English-language broadcast Show ers o f  
Blessing. Since then, the worldwide ministry of 
World Mission Radio has played a significant 
role in the expansion of the church.

Radio evangelism is not an expensive extra, 
but a necessary and effective tool for building 
the kingdom of God. With this as its mission, 
World Mission Radio now broadcasts the 
gospel in 40 languages to 96 countries.

HERALD OF HOLINESS

Like the denomination it repre­
sents, the H erald  o f  H oliness  is 
committed to "heralding" the 

message of  Christian holiness.
For more than 80 years, the Herald. 

like a letter from home, has brought

information, inspiration, and insight to the people called 
Nazarenes.

"The H erald  is the glue that holds us together,” some­
one has said. The H erald  celebrates the family aspect of 
our community of  faith. Our goal for the new quadren­
nium is "A  H erald  in every Nazarene home."



INTERNATIONAL BOARD 
OF EDUCATION

TJL hihe Church o f the N azarene has ever 
been characterized by m issionary and 
evangelistic zeal! W herever N azarenes have 
spread the good news o f full salvation, souls 
are won to Jesus Christ. God then calls men 
and w om en to m inister for Him within their 
nation and culture. Recognizing this, the 
church soon sees its need to establish 
theological schools, B ible colleges, and 
sem inaries where those called o f God may 
receive an education that will enable them  to 

better fulfill G od’s calling.
From  elem entary education, which 

som etim es m ust begin by teaching converts 
to read and write, through secondary schools 
and undergraduate and graduate institutions, 
the church has invested largely in educating 
for ministry. Throughout the world today 
more than 50 N azarene schools at every level 
offer m inisterial studies! In recognition that 
G od’s call to m inistry extends beyond a fu ll­
tim e clergy to all who love Jesus Christ, the 
church strongly supports liberal arts 
education in the U nited States and Canada

GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL 
NATIONS . . .  TEACHING THEM.

(M a tth e w  2 8 :1 9 -2 0 )

S T E P H E N  W. N E A SE  
Education Com m issions

and is p lanning a university in K enya, Africa. 
A dditionally, nursing schools in A frica,
India, and N ew G uinea, a jun io r college in 
Japan, and a teacher training college in 
Sw aziland, A frica, bear the N azarene name.

There w ere 15,403 students enrolled 
during 1992-93 on the cam puses o f 36 
N azarene undergraduate and graduate 
institutions o f higher education worldw ide.
This is an increase in students o f 646 over 

1991. A dditionally, 4,103 are enrolled in 182 
extension centers conducted by these 
schools.

A ssets o f our w orldw ide educational 
enterprise in 1992 totaled $248,139,257, 
liabilities totaled $71,572,952, resulting in a 
net w orth o f $ 176,566,305.



THE CHURCH AT WORK IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION. . .
TA~he 22nd G eneral Assem bly established  
an International Board o f  Education  
served by an education com m issioner to 
provide advocacy and representation fo r  
the institutions o f  the church with 
postsecondary academ ic offerings. Our 
undergraduate and graduate institutions 
are listed below. In thanksgiving to God, 
pray fo r  these institutions and those 
dedicated persons who m inister there!

AFRICA REGION
N a z a re n e  N u r s in g  C o l le g e  (S w a z i la n d )
N a z a re n e  T e a c h e r  T ra in in g  C o l le g e  (S w a z i la n d )  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e ,  M u ld e rs d r i f t  

( R e p u b l ic  o f  S o u th  A f r ic a )
P ro p o sed  A f r ic a  N a z a re n e  U n iv e r s i ty  (K e n y a )  
S w a z i la n d  N a z a r e n e  B ib le  C o l le g e

ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
A sia -P a c if ic  N a z a r e n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  

(P h i l ip p in e s )
Japan  C h r i s t ia n  J u n io r  C o l le g e  
Japan  N a z a r e n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  
K orean  N a z a r e n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e  
L uzon  N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o l le g e  (P h i l ip p in e s )  
N aza ren e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e  (A u s tra l ia )
N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  o f  N u r s in g  ( P a p u a  N e w  G u in e a )  
Seko lah  T in g g i  T h e o lo g ic a  N a z a r e n a  ( In d o n e s ia )  
T a iw an N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e  
V isayan  N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o l le g e  (P h i l ip p in e s )

CANADA REGION
C an ad ian  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e

CARIBBEAN REGION
C a r ib b e a n  N a z a r e n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e  

(T r in id a d )

EURASIA REGION
E u ro p e a n  N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o l le g e  (S w itz e r la n d )  
In d ia  N a z a re n e  N u rs e s  T ra in in g  C o l le g e  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  C o l le g e — M a n c h e s te r  

(G re a t  B ri ta in )

MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 
REGION
In s t i tu to  T e o lo g ic o  N a z a re n o  (G u a te m a la )  
U n iv e r s id a d  N a z a re n o  de  las A m e r ic a s  (C o s ta  R ica) 
S e m in a r io  N a z a re n o  M e x ic a n o ,  A .C .  ( M e x ic o  C ity )

SOUTH AMERICA REGION
S e m in a r io  N a z a re n o  S u d a m e r ic a n o  ( C R E C E )  

(A rg e n t in a )
S e m in a r io  T e o lo g ic o  N a z a re n o  d o  Brasil  
S e m in a r io  T e o lo g ic o  N a z a re n o  S u d a m e r ic a n o  

(E c u a d o r )

UNITED STATES REGIONS
E a s te rn  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  
M id A m e r ic a  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  
M o u n t  V ernon  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  
N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o l le g e  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  
N o r th w e s t  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  
O l iv e t  N a z a re n e  U n iv e rs i ty  
P o in t  L o m a  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  
S o u th e rn  N a z a re n e  U n iv e rs i ty  
T re v e c c a  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e

THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD



NAZARENE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE
T he more things change, the more they 

stay the same.

Many things did change at Nazarene Publishing 
House (NPH) during the 1989-93 years, but just as 
importantly, many things stayed very much the same.

NPH kept the same commitment to its mission 
statement "to build and nurture Christ's church through 
the ministry of  publishing communication resources.” 
NPH was also the grateful recipient of the same loyalty 
from Nazarenes (and others interested in resources from 
a holiness perspective) worldwide that has marked its 
80-plus year corporate history. And based on that 
loyalty and support, NPH experienced the same level of 
success as a ministry and business venture of  the 
Church of  the Nazarene as has been the case since its 
founding in 1914.

So what's changed at NPH? The highlights follow 
a brief financial overview.

FINANCIAL
NPH remains the largest publisher o f  holiness lit­

erature in the world, as well as being the fourth largest 
denominational publisher. The interest, loyalty, and 
patronage of  our pastors and laypersons, as well as the 
commitment of our 270-person work force and the 
many from Nazarene Headquarters with whom we 
cooperate on product development, kept NPH on sound 
financial footing.

20 _

Average Annual Net Sales
(in millions of dollars)
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NPH continued to contribute substantially to the 
general church 's ministry efforts. As a nonprofit organi­
zation. NPH directed excess monies back to the general 
church to help with world evangelization and other 
endeavors. Additionally, as the official publishing arm 
of the church, NPH made annual noncash contributions.

NPH Cash and Noncash Contributions 
to the General Church

(in millions of dollars)2.0 r

1.5

1.0

0.5

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

W 0RDACTI0N SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM

Changes abounded in the area of  Sunday School. 
NPH Sunday School materials came under the trade 
name WordAction Publications in 1989. This allowed 
sister holiness denominations to officially use NPH

An artis t puts 
fin ish ing  touches 
on the design for 
P o w e r an d  Light, a 
tak e -h o m e paper 
tor the new  preteen  
Sunday School 
cu rricu lum .



materials at all age 
levels for the first time, 
and as a matter of 
stewardship, it allowed 
NPH to offer materials 
from a Wesleyan- 
holiness perspective to 
a larger market.

In cooperation 
with Sunday School 
Ministries. NPH 
aggressively upgraded 
Sunday School 
curriculum throughout 

the quadrennium. Die-cutting, enormous amounts of 
new artwork, and more four-color pieces were just a few 
examples of  ongoing improvements at all age levels. 
Development was begun o f all new lesson outlines and 
teaching methodologies for children and youth curricula. 
This investment of  approximately half a million dollars 
culminates in brand-new materials available for 
churches in the fall of 1993.

Undergirding these developments were three 
commitments: (1) to have authentically holiness m ate­
rials; (2) to create and employ a learning methodology 
that is truly life-changing; and (3) to develop lesson 
plans that are more "user friendly" for teachers. (The 
same process was begun with the adult curriculum line 
in the quadrennium as well.)

1I1LENAS AND 
CRYSTAL SEA MUSIC

The NPH music division experienced many 
changes as well. The most significant development with 
Lillenas during this quadrennium was the creation of 
Sing to the Lord, the first new hymnal introduced by 
NPH since Worship in Song  in 1972. An 11-person 
steering committee first met April 25. 1989. At that 
time, a 25-member Advisory Committee was selected, 
made up of pastors, ministers o f  music, college profes­
sors of various disciplines, accompanists, evangelists, 
college presidents, and district superintendents for the 
purpose of input and evaluation. The first four editions 
of this monumental undertaking were released in the 
spring of 1993. (Initial reviews and sales have been 
gratifying.)

In 1989. NPH premiered a new line o f  consumer 
music recordings under the trade name Crystal Sea. Ten 
titles were released during the quadrennium. including a 
“sampler" that sold over 70,000 copies.

The M aster Chorus Book  was already a huge 
success at the end of the last quadrennium with over

Activities

Bible Explorer:

BASIC
BELIEFS

Teacher

N azarene Sunday Schools w ill receive new ch ildren and youth 
cu rricu lum  in the fa ll of 1 9 9 3 . The “fa m ily  lo o k” of W ordA ction has 
been updated at a ll age leve ls .

| | S |  w M u

M Y  PLACE IN THIS

A m a jo r em p h as is  of the 1 9 8 9 -9 3  quadrennium  w as developm ent 
of Sing  to the Lord, the firs t new  N azarene hym nal since 19 7 2 . 
Pictured are the four pew  ed itions .

200.000 songbooks sold. As of  November 1992, the 
sales figure had reached 700,000.

Lillenas also introduced a significant selection of 
new choral works, vocal and instrumental books, 
octavos, and companion products such as orchestrations, 
accompaniment tapes and compact discs, service fold­
ers, performance manuals, and rehearsal tapes. Music 
resources were provided for children, youth, and adults.



The Lillenas Drama line continued to be on the 
cutting edge of  drama resources for the local church, 
showing dynamic growth with its 26 new book titles, 
which ranged from collections of monologues, comedy 
sketches, reader 's  theater scripts, and youth sketches, to 
full-scale three-act plays.

Other Lillenas ministries grew over the quadren­
nium too. Over 300 Christian broadcasters regularly 
received Lillenas recordings for air play. Lillenas 
participated in over 50 clinics, seminars, and workshops 
around the L.S. and Canada yearly. Lillenas sponsored 
an annual Music. Drama, and Worship Conference in the 
Kansas City area with over 600 ministers of music, 
pastors, accompanists, and drama enthusiasts attending 
in 1993, the largest to date.

Lillenas also stayed on the cutting edge of the 
church music industry in some technical areas as well. 
Compact discs (CDs) were first offered in 1988. The 
engraving o f  songbooks and sheet music was moved in- 
house in 1991.

BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY
Beacon Hill published 226 new titles during the 

quadrennium, and along with reprints, ran nearly 2.5 
million books on its presses during that time. Titles 
included a full range of  topics and genre, like textbooks 
(i.e.. several volumes of the Great Holiness Classics and 
a new systematic theology titled G race, Faith, and  
H oliness), marriage and family titles, contemporary 
issues, inspirational works, practical holiness offerings, 
fiction works, group Bible studies, w om en’s books, and 
a variety of  helps for preachers.

Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City introduced 226 new titles between 1989  
and 1993.

Top sellers were tied to special programs of the 
church, like the Dialog Series topical studies for adult 
Sunday School classes, the popular missionary reading 
books, the denominational CLT study text each year, and 
youth devotional books.

The marketing department developed and tested a 
number of  approaches to put more general reading 
books into the hands of  Nazarenes— and the larger 
evangelical market, where holiness literature is under­
represented. A consumer catalogue distributed within 
selected Nazarene churches, “From Our House to 
Yours,’’ is just one example.

DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETING
Arguably the most significant change during these 

years was the intentional transformation o f  NPH into a 
more market-oriented operation. Through the process, 
NPH developed better tools and procedures to anticipate 
and meet the challenges and opportunities o f  shifting 
paradigms in society and even within the church in the 
years ahead.

The most successful marketing, sales, and service 
initiative during the quadrennium was the addition of the 
telemarketing department and toll-free number ( l -800- 
877-0700). Introduced in 1989, NPH was receiving 
2,500 calls per week in less than a year. By 1992. with 
expanded service hours, NPH routinely received 3,500 
calls per week.

C NIS/0IS COMPUTER SOFTW ARE
In cooperation with the general secretary's and 

general treasurer 's offices, NPH offered two software 
programs in 1989, one for local churches (CNIS—  
Church of the Nazarene Information System), and the 
other for district offices (OIS— Office Information 
System).

CNIS tracks membership and attendance, 
contributions and accounting, and other recording 
functions to increase productivity in the local church 
office. OIS tracks local church statistical information 
vital to the district and general church. It also generates 
and transmits sections of  the district journal.



BUILDINGS AND OPERATIONS
The first NPH property acquisition on Troost 

Avenue was in 1925 and consisted of  one small 
commercial tract o f  land measuring 128 x 152.5 feet. 
Today. NPH properties consist o f  a multibuilding 
complex totaling 161.378 square feet and 15.1 acres of 
land.

The upgrading o f  services and equipment 
included: the installation o f  a Heidelberg Printing Press, 
valued at over half a million dollars: a UPS Manifest 
System for faster delivery of  second-class mail: 
installation of fax machines for order convenience; 
extending of  te lem arketing’s hours by two hours to 
better accommodate West Coast orders; an optical 
scanner for inputting manuscript submissions 
automatically; and a Linotronic 300 Laser Imagesetter 
for high resolution output o f  text and graphics.

CONCLUSION
This report would not be complete without 

mention of  M. A. (Bud) Lunn's sudden death in 1990. 
He was longtime m anager of  NPH who oversaw 
tremendous expansion during his tenure. Those who 
knew him will always rem em ber him as a great 
churchman.

The more things change, the more they stay the 
same . . .

The changes over the past four years have been 
significant. The next four years promise to be no dif­
ferent. Changing economic times, a changing society, 
changing structures and methodologies within the 
church, all require the willingness and ability of  NPH to 
change, adapt, and anticipate.

But the staff at NPH will be just as committed to 
serving the church in the name of "Jesus Christ [who] is 
the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews

13:8, N1V).

ROBERT L. FOSTER 
Manager

Over 2 .5 million books rolled off of NPH presses in the last 
four years.

Misguiding L ig h ts? m s  NPH’S best-selling Dialog Series 
book in a one-year period.

Crystal Sea, a new music line of consumer recordings, 
introduced 10 titles in a little over two years.



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MINISTRIES DIVISION
S

unday S ch ool M in istrie s  D iv is io n  provides  
cu rric u lu m  and program s f o r  each age- 
g ro u p  in  the lo ca l ch u rch  and is respon ­
sible f o r  g u id in g  the C h ristia n  education work o f  

the denom ination.

<!

ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE 1989-92

100%-. 1 ,29 7 ,4 0 7  1 ,319 ,501  1 ,32 3 ,3 4 3  1 ,3 34 ,680

50%

- I Enrollment 

| Attendance

EMPHASIS ON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL GROWTH
“That the World Vlay Know . . .  TEACH"
N ational Sunday Schoo l Teacher Training C onferences

A t the  c lose o f  19 9 1, a d ec is io n  had been  m ad e  to c o n d u c t 16 
N ational S unday  S chool T e a c h e r T ra in in g  C o n fe ren ces  ac ro ss the 
U n ited  S ta tes. T h e  fo rm at w as a T h u rsd ay  ev en in g  th ro u g h  S a tu r­
d ay  n o o n  sch ed u le . F o u r n a tio n a lly  reco g n ized  h o lin ess leaders 
ag reed  to a lte rn a te  as the  k eyno te  speak ers . T hey  w ere  Dr. D ennis 
K in law , fo rm er p resid en t o f  A sbury  C o lleg e : Dr. R obert C o lem an , 
p ro fesso r o f  E v an g e lism  and  M issio n s at T rin ity  D iv in ity  School: 
Dr. M elv in  D ieter, re tired  p ro fe sso r and  sc h o la r  from  A sb u ry  T h e o ­
log ica l S em in ary ; an d  C o m m iss io n e r A n d rew  M iller, re tired  
N ational C o m m an d er o f  the S a lv a tio n  A rm y . O ne g enera l su p e rin ­
ten d en t w as p re sen t to co n d u c t a co m m iss io n in g  se rv ice  fo r  S unday  
S choo l w o rk ers at the c lo se  o f  e ach  co n feren ce . F our m u ltim e d ia  
p re sen ta tio n s w ere  p rep a red  an d  specia l m u sic  w as p ro v id ed  by 
S p iritB o u n d  a t each  location . T h e  firs t e ig h t co n fe ren ces  w ere  held  
from  A u g u st to O ctober.
In ternational L aym en 's  C onference

T h e  7 th  In te rn a tio n a l L a y m e n 's  C o n feren ce , he ld  at O p ry lan d  
H otel in N ash v ille  Ju ly  3-7 , w as tru ly  an  o u ts tan d in g  even t. A n  all- 
tim e-h ig h  reg istra tio n  o f  N aza ren e  laypersons , to ta lin g  ju s t o v e r 
3 ,400 , spen t these  day s in w o rk sh o p s , fe llo w sh ip , and in sp ira tional 
se rv ices. S p eak ers  d u rin g  the  c o n fe ren ce  inc luded  C ol. Jam es

SUNDAY SCHOOL
GROWTH P H I I .  RILEY

CAMPAIGNS Director

Spring 19 89 14,264 new people 564,846
“Share His Spirit” 915 new units Easter Sunday
Fall 19 89 20,513 new people 443,284
“Fishers of Men” 866 new units Rally Day
Spring 19 90 17,782 new people 561,093
“Bring the Children to Jesus” Easter Sunday
Fall 1990 18,220 new people 449,244
“From Generation to Generation" Rally Day
Spring 1991 16,534 new people 563,527
“Let’s Get Growing” Easter Sunday
Fall 1991 19,722 new people 436,056
“Because I Care. . . ” Rally Day
Spring 19 92 14,584 new people 566,384
“Dare to Run” 30 churches over 

1,000 in attendance
Easter Sunday

Fall 1992 12,977 new people 409,091
“Vote Sunday School” Rally Day

(51 evangelical denominations participating)

Irw in , C o m m iss io n e r A ndy  M iller. G lo ria  G a ith e r , D av id  G raves, 
T h o m a s H erm iz , and  Dr. W illiam  J. P rince. T h e  s in g e rs /m u sic ian s 
w ere  S teve  G reen , the S p eer F am ily , C h o n d a  P ierce . C o rk  T rio . 
S teve  and  A nn ie  C h a p m a n , and  a  host o f  o th ers . M ichael C ork, 
m in is te r  o f  m u sic  at D en v e r F irs t C h u rch , b ro u g h t 80 m em b ers o f 
h is cho ir. T hey , a lo n g  w ith  the  N ash v ille  G race  C h u rch  cho ir, 
fo rm ed  the basis for the T hursd ay  n igh t m u sica l e x trav ag an za  
"G ra n d  O le  O p ry — N aza ren e  S ty le .” T h e re  w ere  a to tal o f  14 w ork­
sho p s and  8 co lleg e  a lum ni b reak fas ts  d u rin g  the  th ree  m orn ings. 
T h e  final se rv ice  on S u n d ay  m o rn in g  w as a  “ co m m iss io n in g "  ser­
v ice  o f  N aza ren e  laity  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  local ch u rc h e s  to  “ m ake a 
d iffe ren ce  in the ch u rch  and  in the  w o rld ."  T h is  w as also  the them e 
o f  the co n fe ren ce . M any  left say in g  it w as an ex p e rie n c e  tha t will 
n ev er be  fo rg o tten . T h e  nex t sc h ed u led  c o n fe ren ce  w ill be in July 
o f  1995.

CONTINUING LAY TRAINING
Denomination-wide Studies by Title and Book Sales
1989 T he G rea t C o m m iss io n  C h u rch  P lan tin g  S tra te g y —

E d ited  by  M ich ae l E step— 2,1 4 8  boo k s sold.

1990 T he B ible  S p eak s to M e A bou t M y B e lie fs—
W . E. M c C u m b er— 12.193 boo k s so ld .

1991 T he B ible  S p eak s to  M e A b o u t M y S e rv ice  and  M ission—  
P hy llis P e rk in s— 7,5 7 2  b o o k s so ld .

1992 T he B ible  S p eak s to  M e A b o u t M y W itn ess—
C hic  S h av e r— 8 .262  b o oks sold.



CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES

In D e c e m b e r  1989 e x ecu tiv es  

from  severa l c o o p e ra tin g  h o lin ess  
den o m in a tio n s  m e t in In d ian ap o lis  to 
d iscuss the  S u n d ay  S ch o o l c u r ric u ­
lum. T he key  issue  o f  the  m ee tin g  
w as. "W h a t is the  fu tu re  o f  c h ild re n ’s c u rr ic u lu m ? ” “ W ill it 
con tinue  to  m ee t th e  need s o f  ch ild ren  in the  nex t d e c a d e ? ” P resen t 
m ateria ls w ere  b ased  on  a  cu rricu lu m  p h ilo so p h y  an d  p lan  
developed  o v e r 20  y ea rs  ago. T h e  co m m itte e  su g g e sted  that it w as 
tim e fo r "g ro u n d  le v e l” ch an g e  in the  cu rricu lu m . A  C u rricu lu m  
E xecu tive  C o m m ittee  w as fo rm ed  an d  g iv en  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r 
o versee ing  the  to tal cu rric u lu m  red esig n  p ro cess . A S ep tem b er 
1993 re lea se  da te  is sc h e d u le d  fo r th is  new  "B ib le -b a se d "  

cu rricu lum  fo r  ch ild ren .

MIRIAM HALL, Director

NEW CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPED FOR 
CHILDREN

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH

In F eb ru a ry  1989 a 

new ly fo rm ed  e lem en ta ry  
c h ild re n 's  ch u rch  c o m m it­

tee agreed  that a  new  e le ­
m entary  c h ild re n 's  ch u rch  cu rricu lu m  w as c ritic a lly  n eed ed . T he 
com m ittee ag reed  to  p ro d u ce  a new  fo u r-y ea r p ro g ram  o f  e le m e n ­
tary c h ild re n 's  ch u rch  c u rric u lu m , to be in tro d u c ed  in S ep tem b er 
1993. T he o v era ll n am e  o f  the  fo u r-y e a r  p ro g ram  is Koinonia Kids. 
Each y ea r w ill co n ta in  un its  fo c u sin g  on  w o rsh ip , fe llo w sh ip , 
salvation , an d  C h ris tian  liv ing .

CARAVAN
T h ro u g h o u t the  q u a d ren n iu m . the 

C a rav an  m in istry  has c o n tin u e d  to g row  
stead ily . In  1990, w h en  the C a rav an  
o ffice  b eg an  reco rd in g  reg is te red  C a ra ­
v an s on c o m p u te r , the n u m b er s to o d  at 
2 ,057 . S ta tis tic s  fo r  th is p erio d  sh o w ed  
g ro w th  at a  rate  o f  n early  20  c lu b s per 
m on th .

1990 1991 1992 + /-

R egistered  C a rav an s 2,057 2.548 2,785 +728

A w ards P re sen ted
Ph ineas F. B resee 372 372 460 +88
H aldor L illen as 343 358 501 + 143
E sther C. W in an s 420 501 490 +70

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS was clearly an exciting ministry this quadrennium, 

in three areas: attendance, curriculum, and offerings.

1991 1990 1989 + / -

T ota l V B S A tten d an ce—  
U .S . and  W o rld  A reas 388,255 377,269 371,425 + 16.830

V B S A tten d an ce—  
U n ited  S ta tes 260.529 252,119 245,799 + 14.730

N u m b er o f  S ch o o ls  H eld 
— U .S. 3,116 2,991 2,900 +216

V B S A tten d an ce—  
C an ad a 3,441 3.612 3,753 -312

N u m b er o f  S ch o o ls  H eld 
— C an ad a 48 46 52 _2

VBS offerings in 1990, 1991, and 1992 all set new 
records. The 1991-92 offering totaled $120,704.95, an in­
crease of $9,924.77 over the 1990 offering. The money was 
used to sponsor seven international pastors’ children through 
Compassionate Ministries’ Child Sponsorship program. It also 
funded the purchase of vehicles for mission personnel in the 
United States and world areas.

CHILDREN’S CALENDAR
An exciting feature of Children's 

Week 1991 was the Children’s Ministries 
Calendar Art Contest. The goal of the con­
test was to generate children's artwork to 
use in developing a children's calendar. 
Each interested church conducted an art 
contest locally, open to all participants. 
Children's Ministries and NPH art depart­
ment representatives together selected the 
16 first prize winners. Children’s Ministries 
received a total of 2,303 entries from the 
United States and 16 world areas.

CHILDREN’S WEEK
Interest in Children’s Week continues 

to grow since its introduction in 1986. The 
purpose of Children’s Week is to raise 
awareness of the importance of ministry to 
children, and to express appreciation to 
children and children's workers.
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NISTRIES
FRED FULLERTON, Director

N¥1 MEMBERSHIP GAINS
On a denomination-wide basis, Nazarene Youth 

International has shown slow but steady growth in North 
America and significant growth in world areas. The chart 
below gives the figures:

4 0 %

20%

o%

-

1 4 6 ,7 9 8 1 6 0 .0 5 6

■i/ 1 0 4 ,297 1 0 7 ,2 6 3

-

□  Total Membership 
(+7.34% growth) □  U.S. 

(+3.'
./Canada 

(+3.9% growth) □  World Regions 
(+131 3% growth)

BREAD M AGAZINE-END OF AN ERA
Bread m ag az in e  h as se rv ed  as the  o ffic ia l y ou th  m ag az in e  fo r 

the  C h u rch  o f  the  N aza ren e  sin ce  1976 an d  p rio r  to th a t the  m a g a ­
zine  fo r you th  w as k n o w n  as Conquest. T h e  O c to b e r 1992  issue o f  
Bread w as the  m a g a z in e ’s last. B y  ac tion  tak en  by  the  G en e ra l N Y I 
C ounc il in Jan u ary  1992  an d  by  the  G en era l B oard  in its F eb ru ary  
m ee tin g , Bread w as d isc o n tin u ed . S u b sc rip tio n s  h ad  h it an a ll-tim e  
low , teen  read in g  h ab its  ch an g ed  sig n if ican tly , and  the  level o f  
in te rest in the m ag az in e  d ropped .

YOUNG ADULT CURRICUIUM
In  S ep tem b er 19 9 0  a n ew  cu rricu lu m  fo r c o lle g e /c a re e r  y ou th  

(ag es 18-23) w as in tro d u c ed  by  N Y I M in is trie s . T h is  w as the last 
ag e-g ro u p  fo r w h ich  th e re  h ad  been  no  sp ec ific  S u n d ay  S choo l c u r­
r icu lu m . S a les  co n tin u e  to  b e  s tead y  and  in te rest in th is p ro d u c t re ­
m a in s  h igh .

TEEN CURRICULUM
In 1989 a  d ec is io n  w as m ad e  to  ch an g e  the  d irec tio n  and  c o n ­

ten t o f  th e  ju n io r  h ig h  an d  se n io r  h ig h  S u n d ay  S ch o o l cu rricu lu m . It 
w ill b e  m o re  B ib le -b ased  an d  life -re la ted  fo r to d a y ’s teens . In tro ­
d u c tio n  o f  the  n ew ly  w ritten  m ate ria ls  w ill be in S ep tem b er 1993.

YOUTH IN MISSION
S ince  1967 the Y O U T H  IN  M IS S IO N  p ro g ram  has invo lved  

th o u sa n d s o f  N aza ren e  co lleg e  an d  u n iv e rsity  s tu d e n ts  in m in istry  
to  m iss io n  areas , m a jo r  c ities , an d  local c h u rch es  a ro u n d  the  w orld .

In th is q u ad ren n iu m  345 stu d e n ts  hav e  p artic ip a ted  in m in is­

tries in 12 N orth  A m erican  c ities  and  24  d iffe ren t co u n tries .

NAZARENE Y O ITH  C O N G R E SS- 
NORTH AMERICA-1991

T he la rg est y ou th  g a th e rin g  in th e  h is to ry  o f  the C h u rch  o f  the 

N aza ren e  to o k  p lace  in  la te  Ju ly  1991 in O rlan d o , F la. F ive 
th o u sa n d  y o u n g  p eo p le  and  sp o n so rs g a th e red  to  be  ren ew ed , c h a l­
lenged , and  eq u ip p ed  to  reach  th e ir  g en e ra tio n  fo r C hrist. T he

th em es o f  c o m p assio n  an d  v is io n  w ere  e m p h a s iz e d  w ith  se rv ice  
p ro jec ts  and  p rac tica l tra in in g  in the  p e rso n a l sp iritu a l d isc ip lines . 
T h e  c ity  o f  O rlan d o  w as  o v e rw h e lm e d  by  th e  sp ir it an d  w o rk  o f  our 
y o u n g  p eo p le  as th ey  lab o red  in v ario u s  se ttin g s  an d  h e lp e d  ra ise  
o v e r  $ 2 ,0 0 0  fo r  a re a  d ru g -p re v e n tio n  p ro g ra m s fo r  y o u th .

D is tr ic t N Y I le ad e rsh ip  in  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  local ch u rch es 
ac ro ss th e  U .S . an d  C a n a d a  c o m b in e d  to  ra ise  o v e r  $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  the 
“T h ru s t to  th e  C itie s”/S e o u l, K o rea , o ffe rin g . In  ad d itio n , n early  
$ 5 ,0 0 0  w as ra ised  in a sp o n ta n e o u s  cash  o ffe rin g  fo r the  "T h ru s t to 
th e  C itie s”— B e rlin /C a lc u tta . S tu d en ts  re sp o n d e d  to  the  leadersh ip  
o f  th e  H o ly  S p irit as se v e ra l sp o n ta n e o u s  a lta r  se rv ices  o ccu rred  
d u rin g  the w eek . T h is  ev e n t co n tin u es  to  g ro w  an d  d e v e lo p  in its 
ab ility  to  im p ac t y o u th  a n d  y o u th  lead e rs  fo r  y e a rs  to  co m e  in  the 

C h u rch  o f  the  N aza ren e .

NAZARENE YOUTH C O N G R E SSE S- 
WORLDWIDE

T h ro u g h  the  lead e rsh ip  o f  th e  G en e ra l N Y I C o u n c il and  with 
fu n d in g  su p p o rt. 11 in te rn a tio n a l you th  co n g re sse s  h av e  tak en  place 
in th e  las t tw o  y ea rs  o f  th e  q u a d ren n iu m . S ite s  in c lu d e d  E cuador, 
P eru , C a n ad a , G u a tem a la , P ap u a  N ew  G u in ea , S w itze rlan d . P h ilip­
p in es , B raz il, B a rb ad o s , A u s tra lia , and  U ru g u ay .

SAN DIEGO ’89, *91— MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE FOR YOUNG ADULTS

T h is  ev en t is a  m iss io n s  an d  m in is try  c o n fe re n c e  fo r  young 
adu lts  ag ed  18-30. T h e  p u rp o se  is to  in sp ire , in fo rm , an d  equ ip  
th em  to  in teg ra te  th e ir  C h ris tian  fa ith  and  th e ir  v o ca tio n a l choices.
It has b een  sp o n so red  jo in tly  by  N Y I M in is trie s , W o rld  M ission  
D iv isio n , an d  C h u rch  G ro w th  D iv is io n  d u rin g  th e  c o lleg e /u n iv e r­
sity  b reak  b e tw een  C h ris tm a s  an d  N ew  Y e a r 's  D ay. P artic ipan ts 
ex p lo re d  w ay s th ey  can  b eco m e  life lo n g  m a rk e tp la c e  m issionaries 
in th e ir  fie ld  o f  stu d y . T h e  tw o  c o n fe re n c e s  c o m b in e d  d rew  over 
7 0 0  re g is tra n ts  an d  re so u rc e  p e rso n s  to  th e  cam p u s o f  P o in t Lom a 
N aza ren e  C o llege .

NAZARENE COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS, 199(1 & 1992

N Y I M in is trie s  in  co o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  K a n sa s  C ity  D istric t 
N Y I and  M id A m e rica  N aza ren e  C o lleg e  hav e  sp o n so red  tw o  bas­
k e tb a ll to u rn a m e n ts  in  th e  K an sas  C ity  a rea  fe a tu rin g  team s from  
th e  N aza ren e  co lleg es  an d  u n iv e rs itie s . T h e  p u rp o se  w as no t only to 
h ig h lig h t g rea t sm a ll c o lle g e /u n iv e rs ity  b a sk e tb a ll b u t a lso  to raise 
fu n d s fo r  y o u th  m in is try  e ffo r ts  in w o rld  areas . In  1990 the 
M id A m e rica  P io n ee rs  w o n  the  to u rn a m e n t d e fea tin g  O liv e t in the 
ch a m p io n sh ip  g am e. In  1992 O liv e t re tu rn e d  th e  fav o r by defeating 
M id A m e rica . S ev en  o f  th e  e ig h t N aza ren e  in s titu tio n s  partic ipated  
in  1992, an d  th o se  sc h o o ls ’ a lu m n i a s so c ia tio n s  sp o n so red  g ather­

ings at the  to u rn am en t.

YOUTH WEEK
T h e  annual y o u th  w eek  o b se rv an c e  tak es p lace  the first full 

w eek  o f  F eb ru ary  each  year. T h e  w eek  k ick ed  o f f  each  y e a r ’s 
em p h as is  w ith in  N Y I’s q u a d re n n ia l th em e , w h ich  w as “ D are to 
R u n ."  R eso u rce  p ro d u c ts  w ere  p ro d u ced  to  he lp  y o u th  leaders 
p ro m o te  each  y e a r ’s e m p h a s is . S p ec ia l e m p h a s is  w as g iv en  to 
p erso n a l ev an g e lism  an d  c o m p a ss io n a te  m in is tr ie s  d u rin g  this 
q u ad ren n iu m .



ADULT MINISTRIES
RANDY CLOUD, Director

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM
In  1989 E n d u rin g  W o rd  S eries w as c h a n g e d  to A d u lt 

W o rd A c tio n  as the adu lt m a te ria l jo in e d  the “ fam ily  lo o k "  in 
N aza ren e  cu rricu lu m .

In fa ll, 1990 the  p o p u la r  “ G en era tio n  to G e n e ra tio n "  
q u a r te r  w as p ro d u ced , h ig h lig h tin g  the  im p o rtan c e  o f  p assing  
on  the  fa ith  to fu tu re  g e n e ra tio n s . T h is  a lso  rep re sen ted  a 
su c cess fu l ex p e rim en t in an u n d a ted , to p ica l ap p ro ach  to  our 
a d u lt cu rricu lu m .

ILLUSTRATED BIBLE LIFE
IB L  is p ro d u c e d  q u a rte rly , 6 4  p ag es  e ach  issue . It is a 

su p p le m e n t to the ad u lt te a c h e r  and  stu d e n t q u arte rly . N a z a ­
rene sa les  c o n tin u e  to  c lim b .

STANDARD
Standard is the  adu lt S u n d ay  S choo l tak e -h o m e  paper.

It is p u b lish ed  m o n th ly  and  d is tr ib u ted  w eek ly . 52 issues a 
year, 8 p ag es p e r  issue . Standard c ircu la tio n  is 158,682 
(SO N  '9 2 ).

DL4L0G SERIES
T h e  D ia log  S eries  c o n s is ts  o f  fou r b o o k s a year: tw o  

stu d en t b o o k s  o f  ab o u t 120 p ag es each , and  tw o  le a d e r 's  
g u id es o f  ab o u t 4 0  p ag es each . In 1992 all sa les  reco rd s w ere 
b ro k en , w ith  8 4 ,7 7 4  b o o k s  so ld . T h is  m ark s the  8 th  y ea r  in 
the  last 10 o f  b ro k en  sa les reco rd s  fo r the  D ia log  S eries.

NIROGA
N IR O G A , the g en era l re trea t p ro g ram  fo r se n io r  adu lts, 

m in is te re d  y early  to  n early  3 ,0 0 0  se n io r  ad u lts , age  55 and  
ab o v e  each  y ea r  th ro u g h  o n e  o f  the  six  N IR O G A s. L oca tio n s 
in c lu d e  N ew  Y o rk , G e o rg ia , F lo rid a , A rk an sas , N ew  
M ex ico , an d  A lb erta .

Fall 1992 m ark ed  the 20 th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  the 
N IR O G A  p ro g ram . T he G lo rie ta  N IR O G A  k ick ed  o f f  th is 
a n n iv e rsa ry  y e a r  an d  fea tu re d  m an y  o f  the  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  
h av e  m ad e  N IR O G A  such a s tro n g  p ro g ram  acro ss th e  years.

A  m u ltim e d ia  p re sen ta tio n  w as c rea ted  by A du lt M in istries 
for the  an n iv ersa ry  ce leb ra tio n  at G lo rie ta . E ach  o f  the  six 
N IR O G A s ce leb ra ted  the an n iv ersa ry  them e d u rin g  the 
1992-93 N IR O G A  season .

S 0 L 0 C 0 N
N early  1,000 sing le  adu lts  a ttended  one o f  the  six S olo- 

C o n s h e ld  o v e r M em oria l D ay  and  L a b o r  D ay  w eekends 
each  y ea r d u rin g  th is q u ad ren n iu m .

S o lo C o n  co n tin u es to m ee t m an y  n eed s— spiritua l, 
em o tio n a l, and  soc ial. E ach year, the d irec to rs  rep o rt m ore 
d ec is io n s  m ad e  fo r C hrist.

1989 saw  the  inau g u ra tio n  o f  a new  co n cep t in sing le  
ad u lt m in istr ie s  ev en ts , S o lo P A C , a re trea t fo r sin g le  p aren ts 
an d  th e ir  ch ild ren . Ju n e  1991 w as the date  o f  the second  
S o lo -P A C . O u r th ird  S o lo P A C  w as held  June  24 -27 . 1993. at 
M id A m e ric a  N aza ren e  C o llege . S o lo P A C  w ill b eco m e an 
an nual ev en t, w ith  lo ca tio n  ch an ce s  each  year.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ISRAEL
In 1992, A d u lt M in is tries  sp o n so red  "S u n d ay  S chool in 

Israe l."  T h is  un ique trip  w as e sp ec ia lly  d es ig n ed  fo r Sunday  
S chool teach e rs  to  assis t in m ak ing  the B ible  co m e alive.
O ne h u n d red  fo u r in d iv id u a ls  m ad e  the trip , F eb ruary  12-21. 
1992.



WORLD MISSION 
DIVISION

He Said. . .

We Said . . .
NAZARENE WORLD MISSION DIVISION

is the denomination’s arm 
fo r  implementing this GLOBAL commitment!

"WE WILL.”

“THE WO”

m
ROBERT H. SCOTT 
D irector



“THE WORLD”

105 WORLD AREAS

<(THE WORLD”

YES, THE TASK IS FAR FROM FINISHED!

O f the world 's  5.5 billion people, more than 2.5 billion still live in total spiritual darkness with 
all the suffering, confusion, and hopelessness that accompany such darkness.

If the world population was reduced to 1.000 people living in one village, 564 w ould be Asian, 210 European, 86 
African, 80 South A m erican, and  60 North Am erican. Three hundred w ould identify them selves as “C hristians," 174 
as M uslims, 128 as H indus, 55 as Buddhists, 46 as Anim ists, and 210 with no religion. 700 w ould be illiterate, 500  
would live in shantytow ns, 500 w ould be hungry, 60 w ould control h a lf the village’s total incom e  (Pulse  magazine).

■  THAILAND ■  TRANSKEI ■  GHANA ■  LIBERIA ■  RWANDA ■  TANZANIA 
■  ZAIRE ■  ANGOLA ■  BANGLADESH ■  CAMBODIA ■  ETHIOPIA 

■  ROMANIA ■  RUSSIA ■  SOLOMON ISLANDS ■  SWEDEN ■  UKRAINE

Since January 1, 1993, for the new quadrennium, four additional countries have been entered: Eritrea. Albania, 
Lesotho, Madagascar. Our total world areas as of July 1993 stand at 109!

BUT...  OURS IS AN UNFINISHED TASK HE IS STILL SAYING

N e w  Countries Entered During 1989-92 Quadrennium



HE SAID THE WORLD

MEXICO,
CARIBBEANSOUTH AMERICACENTRAL AMERICA

REGIONREGIONREGION
Total Members 1989 56,348 
Total Members 1992 80,408

Total Churches 1989 808
Total Churches 1992 1,232

LOUIE BUSTLE 
Regional Director

Total Members 1989 82,933 
Total Members 1992 87,876

Total Churches 1989 695
Total Churches 1992 975

Total Churches 1989 667
Total Churches 1992 729

JAMES HUDSON 
Regional Director

Total Members 1989 62,680 
Total Members 1992 77.982

MARIO ZANI 
Regional Director



WE SAID “WE WILL
AFRICA
REGION

Total Members 1989 65,527
Total Members 1992 99,061

Total Churches 1989 839
Total Churches 1992 1,054

EURASIA
REGION

Total Members 1989 23.854
Total Members 1992 56,002

Total Churches 1989 335
Total Churches 1992 576

ASIA-PACIFIC
REGION

Total Members 1989 55,751
Total Members 1992 73,504

Total Churches 1989 635
Total Churches 1992 721

RICHARD ZANNER 
Regional Director

FRANKLIN COOK 
Regional Director

GEORGE RENCH 
Regional Director



RESPOND
THROUGH LOCAL CHURCHES AND 
CONGREGATIONS
There are 5,287 local congregations in the six Nazarene 
world areas that represent outreach centers for Christ. 
This is an increase of  1,639 over the number four years

JOHN SMEE 
Director, Mission Services

DENNIS BERARD
Director, Mission Finance

DAVID HAYSE 
Personnel Coordinator

STEVE WEBER 
Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries Coordinator

Two major hospitals and over 50 community health 
clinics are funded by General Budget and are part of our 
broad response to His love for the hurting people of this 
globe. Nazarenes have generated over $9 million to 
apply toward such projects as feeding the hungry, 
providing clothing and housing, child sponsorship, 
vocational training projects, water projects, and many 
others. In His name we are loving the needy people of 
the world in order that they may then listen to our 
witness for Him.

THROUGH MISSIONARY EFFORTS 
AND SERVICE
581 contracted missionaries serve the international work 
of  our church. These come from over 20 different coun­
tries of  the world. Paid by the General Budget they 
serve as preachers, teachers, health care professionals, 
argimissionists. Work and Witness project directors, and 
in all stages of the communication process.

THROUGH VOLUNTEER 
PARTICIPATION
Volunteerism is one of  the most active phenomena in 
our church today. During the quadrennium 1,335 teams 
comprised of  over 22,000 people went at their own 
expense in Work and Witness projects. Fifty-five 
Nazarenes are currently giving up to a full year in 
Nazarenes In Volunteer Service contracts. Tentmakers, 
summer youth teams, and many other expressions of 
interest characterize the Nazarene response today.

THROUGH COMPASSIONATE 
MINISTRY PROJECTS



THROUGH NWMS
The Nazarene World Mission Society, the promotional 
and program arm of missions, is the organizational 
representative o f  the World Mission Division on the 
district and local levels. It provides the structure and 
spiritual dynamic for mission mobilization.
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QUADRENNIAL HIGHLIGHTS
■  NW M S 75th Anniversary Celebration and Project 
O ffering— $885,4X1 (goal: $750,000) was given for 
ministry to the Chinese community worldwide, begin­
ning in Hong Kong— a record-breaking NW M S project 
offering.
■  Youth M ission Com m itm ent Day— A first; cospon­
sored by NW MS and NYI to encourage the youth of the 
Church of the Nazarene to consider various aspects of 
ministry as a vocation. Responses were overwhelming!
■  Bibles for Russia— This program has brought in
$51,000 to date, resulting in thousands of  scripture por­
tions being distributed in the Commonwealth of Indepen­
dent States and in Russian communities in the United 
States.
■ Louise R. Chapm an 100th Birthday O ffering— This 
provided $194,144 for World Mission Radio, bringing 
total World Mission Radio giving for 1992 to $857,298.
■  One M illion H ours of Prayer— A program that has 
succeeded in 1,709,718 hours of  prayer covenanted from 
all over the globe in preparation for the General Assem­
bly and Conventions.
■  Prayer M obilization Line— This mission prayer re­
quest line averaged 2,348 calls per month for 1992.
There were 28,175 total calls for the year— a record!

The Nazarene World Mission 
Society continues to "Share the 
Joy” by standing for global 
evangelization through its 
objects of prayer, mission 
education, the encouragement of 
missions among youth and 
children, and the raising o f  funds 
to support the mission outreach 
of the Church of the Nazarene.

N IN A  G . G U N T E R
.36 .41 .42 .44 j/k /  World Mission Kadio General NW MS  Director

/  Medical Plan

Note: G raphs (with the exception o f  the M ission 
Specials) reflect the grow th from  the first to the 
fourth year o f  the quadrennium .
* D enotes M ission Award Program

1990  1991  1992



FINANCE DIVISION

K 'ach one sh ou ld  use  
w h atever g ift he has rece ived  
to serve others, fa ith fu lly  
adm in isterin g  G o d ’s g race  in 
its various fo rm s.

(1 Peter 4:10, NIV)

GENERAL BUDGET GIVING

f $33-1
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D. MOODY GUNTER 
Director

T he mission of  the Finance Division is to under­
stand, investigate, and recommend improvements 
in financial matters that relate directly or indirect­

ly to the advancement o f  G o d ’s kingdom by the preser­
vation and propagation of  Christian holiness as set forth 
in the Scriptures.

Through the Finance Division office, continued 
efforts are being made to improve the physical plant, 
insurance program, telecommunications, and land 
transportation at Nazarene Headquarters. Ten Percent 
projects are approved through the division office by a 
competent Ten Percent Committee selected by the 
B o a rd  o f  G e n e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n ts .

HEADQUARTERS SERVICES
■  Coordinates the services of  King Conference Center. 
Day Care Center. Nazarene Com m ons, supply room, 
mail room, maintenance, and custodians.

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
SERVICES
■  Provides computer services to the Headquarters 
operation.

WORD PROCESSING SERVICES
■  Provides typing services for all areas o f  Headquarters.

STEWARDSHIP SERVICES
Stewardship Services challenges Nazarenes to invest 
their time, talent, and resources in G od 's  kingdom and
■  Provides inspirational stewardship material; such as, 
Stewardship Kit, Faith Promise items, General Budget 
films and videos, posters, bulletin inserts, and various 
brochures.
■  Encourages General Budget payment by all districts 
worldwide through special promotion of Easter and 
Thanksgiving offerings.

. . . . .



■  Gives special recognition to churches that pay all 
budgets in full and give 10 percent to world evangelism.
■  Promotes payment o f  all budgets in full by all 
churches and districts.

GENERAL CHURCH LOAN F I ND— L .S.A.
■  Is a revolving fund established to give people an 
opportunity to deposit funds that are used for the sole 
purpose of  making loans to churches that otherwise 
would not be able to obtain a loan.
■  Is self-contained and does not receive any support 
from General Budget.
Facts as o f  December 1992:

Number of  depositors is 745.
Deposits are $12.5 million.
Net worth is $7.4 million.
Total assets are $21.8 million.
Number o f  loans is 230.

PLANNED GIVING
O ur M ission— Enable persons to care for their 
families, church ministries, and other causes 
through Christian stewardship of life’s current and 
residual resources.

O ur M ethod—Conduct estate planning seminars in 
local churches and other settings informing N aza­
renes and others about wills, trusts, gift annuities, 
and other planning options.

Our Com m itm ent—Cooperate with all entities of the 
church— local, district, educational, and general— in 
helping persons provide for their families and fulfill 
their charitable dreams with thorough estate 
planning.

O ur Q uadrennial Record—
1,040 Seminars conducted 
7,200 Families assisted with a will 
$22,000,000 Managed by Trust department 
$17,613,000 Received by various church 

entities

QUADRENNIAL DISTRIBUTION 
TO VARIOUS SEGMENTS 
OF THE CHURCH

□

General
Education
District

LOCAL

GENERAL CHURCH

EDUCATION

DISTRICT

$11,161,000
3.290.000
2.351.000 

811,000

Total $17,613,000



PENSIONS AND 
BENEFITS SERVICES
S ince its origins trace back to 1919, Pensions 

and Benefits Services is now entering its 75th 
year. E. J. Fleming (1919-40). M. Lunn 

(1940-56), and Dean Wessels (from 1956) have 
been the only directors. The early days were 
characterized by benevolence with the hope for a 
real pension plan as churches could afford it.

Starting in 1955. the outlook grew promising as 
critical program elements came into place in 
relatively rapid succession. In 1955, ministers were 
allowed into Social Security and churches were 
encouraged to pay half  or more of  the cost of 
participation.

Over $100 Million 
Quadrennial Benefits Paid* 

19 8 9 -9 2

$25 million 
“Basic” Pension 

and Benevolence

$55 Million 
Medical and Dental

$4 Million Life and Disability

*The Board of P e n s io n s  an d  B enefits USA is resp o n sib le  for the  
adm inistration  of th e  p ro g ram s from which th e s e  benefits a re  paid 
on behalf of plan partic ipan ts. F u nds to provide th e s e  benefits  
co m e from local ch u rc h e s  an d  partic ipant prem ium s.

In 1963, the Nazarene M inister’s Retirement 
Program, using the Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan, 
began.The use of this optional contributory pension 
plan was encouraged as churches and pastors had 
funds to contribute.

In 19 7 1. the “Basic” Pension Plan was inaugurated 
so that ministers could have at least some benefit

based on years of  service rather than only on the 
economic abilities of  the local congregations each 
served. All years of  service back to 190S were 
recognized. The church accepted this debt with 
the hope that funds could be collected from 
participating districts and invested in interest- 
bearing reserves in order to meet the promises 
made. It was thought that in 20 to 25 years the plan 
would be “ funded" and pastors would have had 
enough time to participate in the TSA so that 
reliance on the “ Basic” Pension alone would be 
minimized. If realized, this goal could allow a new 
phase in pensions to begin. The Commission to 
Study Church-Related Pension Plans (1989-93). 
which was created by the General Assembly in 
1989, has been reviewing these very possibilities. It 
will report its findings to the USA Caucus o f  this 
1993 General Assembly.

BOARD OF PENSIONS 
AND BENEFITS IS A
During this past quadrennium, the pensions and ben­
efits plans under the administration of  the Board of 
Pensions and Benefits USA have been operating 
faithfully to serve the needs of  Nazarene ministers, 
church employees, and their families. For example, 
pension and benefit payouts for the quadrennium 
have exceeded $100 million. This represents over 
$25 million in “ Basic” Pension benefits, over $16 
million in TSA and IRA benefits, over $4 million in 
life and disability insurance benefits, and over $55 
million in medical and dental benefits.

PENSIONS AND B E N E n T S -  
INTERNATIONAL
The International Contributory Retirement Plan was 
inaugurated under the leadership of  Dean Wessels 
as director of  Pensions and Benefits— International. 
The Caribbean Region, the South America Region, 
and the Mexico, Central America Region already 
have signed the legal documents implementing their 
participation. This affects 104 districts in these 
international regions.

............................  w r a i a i
■ j



T f u r f t h e  V J o l i d M m  K n o w -D
THIS WE BELIEVE

R ecognizing that the right and  privilege o f  persons to church m em bership rest upon the fa c t  o f  their 
being regenerate, we w ould  require only such avow als o f  b e lie f as are essential to Christian experience. 

We, therefore, deem  b e lie f in the fo llow ing  b r ie f statem ents to be sufficient. We believe:
In one G od— the Father, Son, and  H oly Spirit.

That the O ld and N ew  Testam ent Scriptures, given by plenary inspiration, contain all truth
necessary to fa ith  and  Christian living.

That man is born with a fa llen  nature, and  is, therefore, inclined to evil, and  that continually.
That the fin a lly  im penitent are hopelessly and  eternally lost.

That the a tonem ent through Jesus C hrist is fo r  the whole hum an race; and that w hosoever repents and  
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ is ju stified  and regenerated and saved from  the dom inion o f  sin. 

That believers are to be sanctified  wholly, subsequent to regeneration, 
through fa ith  in the Lord Jesus Christ.

That the H oly Spirit bears w itness to the new birth, and  also to the entire sanctification o f  believers. 
That our Lord w ill return, the dead  w ill be raised, and  the f in a l judgm en t w ill take place. 

(M anual, Church o f  the Nazarene, paragraph 26.)
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Church!” And it all started with a barking dog and a 
Nazarene with an incredible sense of humor!

The Pendletons are just one example of what God 
is doing through the people and ministries of Denver 
First. I 'd  like you to meet a few more of my new 
friends.

USTY AND CINDY BRUNS had been a t­
tending our concert series, Saturday Nights in 
Denver, for some time. Since their four chil­
dren are extremely talented in playing stringed 
instruments, it worked like a dream to have 

two of their kids play in our orchestra every week.
Though Rusty and Cindy came to church for the 

music, the Holy Spirit started speaking to them about 
their level of comm itm ent to Christ. From a letter 
Cindy wrote to me, I quote: “ I didn’t realize what a 
half-baked Christian I was. Religion was a dull habit. 
How awful. We feel God has placed us in this church 
to bring us to full surrender to His will, and to serve 
Him wholeheartedly. How wonderful! How joyous! 
How fulfilling! How peaceful!”

That letter was C in d y ’s testimony, that she had 
walked in the light of holiness, had made a total com ­
mitment of her entire being to Christ, and was living 
in victory she had not known before. But what were 
we going to do about Rusty?

I got the answ er  one W ednesday  night. Rusty 
stopped me in the hallway at church and said he need­
ed to talk to me after prayer meeting. In my office, he 
poured out his heart to me. “ How in the world can you 
actually make a total surrender to Christ? I’ve tried 
that before, but 1 have no idea how to do it and really 
mean it.” After talking awhile with this soul-thirsty 
brother, I said. “Rusty, I think it’s time for you to go to 
prayer and commit everything you are or ever will be 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We are going to believe Him 
to receive your sacrifice and fill you with the Holy 
Spirit this very night.”

Rusty’s prayer was one that should have been writ­

ten in a book! He gave God everything 
that came to his mind in total surrender.
In just a few moments of Rusty reach­
ing out in faith, the Holy Spirit sancti­
fied his heart in a scene 1 shall never 
forget.

I wiped my eyes and looked at him.
“ Rusty, you 've  got to tell somebody right now. 

Where is Cindy?”
Cindy had not come that night. Their seven-year- 

old son, Jordan, had acted so "ornery” that day that 
she had to keep him home. 1 phoned Cindy. “Some­
thing has just happened to Rusty, and he’s got to tell 
you right now.”

She broke into tears. “ Before he says anything, I 
want you to know, Pastor, that our little boy was be­
ing disciplined tonight because of his bad day. During 
the evening, I talked to him about the Lord and asked 
him if he 'd  ever given his heart to Christ. He said, 
‘No, I’ve never done that.’”

Through her tears, Cindy told me, "Little Jordan 
has just been saved!”

Rusty took the phone, and he and Cindy confessed 
wrong attitudes and bad spirits. They praised the Lord 
for a total commitment to Christ and peace in the 
soul. The entire Bruns family joined Denver First 
Church a few weeks ago with the glow of a Spirit- 
filled experience. The music ministry got them start­
ed, and the Holy Spirit finished the job!

ON O D E N  m arr ie d  a lady from  I re land  
named Joan, who had been a Christian from 
her ch ild h o o d .  Don had gone to various  
churches over the years, but knew nothing 
about the saving grace of Jesus Christ. His 

new wife kept insisting that they find a Bible-preach- 
ing church with a strong musical ministry so she 
could sing in the choir. Don and Joan searched for 
over a year. Finally, Joan said, "Why don’t we go to a 
church that has a Sunday night service?”

Of all Sunday nights to go look­
ing for a church, this couple chose 
one in Decem ber with a Denver 
blizzard! They drove in their four-

I wheel drive vehicle to Hampden 
and Colorado Blvd., pulled into the 
parking lot of an old line church, 
and saw that the building was dark. 
Again, their search was fruitless.

Don said, “Look over across the 
parking lot. There’s another church,

The Bruns fa m ily  attended one of D enver 
Firs t’s fam ous Saturday night concerts. They  
liked w hat they saw . H ere , Rusty and Cindy 
Bruns and th e ir ch ild ren  (le ft to right) Justin, 
Joshua, Jordan , and Jaclyn arrive  at church 
on Sunday m orning.



Pastor J im  D ieh l v is its  w ith Don and Joan Oden who firs t v isited  
D enver First Church during a Sunday night b lizzard . They found the 
people inside to be a lot w arm e r than the w ea th er outs ide.

a n d  th e  l ig h ts  a re  on .  T h e  p e o p le  a re  g o in g  in— in the  
m id s t  o f  the  b l iz z a rd .  W h y  d o n ' t  w e  try  i t? ”

D o n  an d  J o a n  e n te re d  the  c h u rc h .  T h o u g h  the  c o n ­
g re g a t io n  w a s  a  bit sm a l le r  th a n  usua l ,  it d i d n ’t h in d e r  
the  m o v in g  o f  the  H o ly  S piri t .  T h e  c h o i r  a n d  th e  c o n ­
g re g a t io n  s a n g  w ith  e n th u s ia s m ,  sp e c ia l  m u s ic a l  g ro u p s  
m in is te re d ,  a n d  the  p a s to r  p r e a c h e d  f ro m  the  W ord .

A f t e r  the  s e rv ic e .  J o a n  sa id  to  D o n .  “ T h i s  is w h a t  
w e ’ve  b e e n  lo o k in g  fo r ."

D o n  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in a  s e rv ic e  l ike  tha t .  H e  h ea rd  
an  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a  m e n 's  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g  th e  nex t 
S a tu r d a y  m o r n in g  a t  7 a . m .  H e f ig u re d  h e 'd  c o m e  to 
m e n ’s p r a y e r  m e e t i n g  to  c h e c k  it ou t .

E ig h t  m e n  g a th e r e d  th a t  f irs t  S a tu r d a y  m o r n i n g  in 
m y  o f f ice .  D o n  te s t i f ie d  la te r  tha t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  had  
b e e n  a r o u n d  l e a d e r s  in h is  u n iv e r s i t y  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  a r o u n d  m e n  w h o  
p ra y e d .  H e  still d i d n ' t  k n o w  C h r i s t  a s  S a v io r ,  b u t  he 
w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  to  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  s a l v a t i o n  w a s  all 
ab o u t .

A  f e w  w e e k s  la ter ,  D o n  O d e n  l i s te n e d  in te n t ly  to 
th e  s e r m o n .  D u r i n g  th e  i n v i t a t i o n ,  he  w a l k e d  d o w n  
the  a i s le ,  k n e l t  a t  an  a ltar ,  b r o k e  in to  te a rs ,  c o n f e s s e d  
h is  s in s ,  a n d  g a v e  h is  life to  C h r i s t  fo r  th e  firs t  tim e 
ever .  J o a n  c a m e  q u ic k ly  to  h is  s ide .  A n o t h e r  v ic to ry  
fo r  the  k in g d o m  o f  G o d !

D o n  a n d  J o a n  O d e n  m o v e d  f ro m  th e  b a c k  ro w  of  
th e  c h u r c h  to  th e  f ro n t  row . J o a n  s in g s  in th e  choir.

o u  a re  th e  k e y
TO WINNING THE WORLD FOR CHRIST

As a layperson you play a s ig n ifican t part in w inning people to Christ. W hether 
through building personal relationships w ith  friends and neighbors, sharing the  
gospel, or d iscipling a new C hristian, YOU are the key to e ffe c tiv e  evangelism .

Through the personal evangelism  tra in ing  program, you can learn how to build  
relationships and share your fa ith .

Personal Evangelism Training by B e v e r l y  B u r g e s s  i s  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  i n  
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  f a i t h  a n d  l e a d  o t h e r s  t o  C h r i s t .
L e a d e r ’ s  N o t e b o o k  H H S - 2 6 0 0  $ 2 4 . 9 5
s t u d y  G u i d e  H H 0 8 3 - 4 1 1 - 0 5 8 X  $ 8 . 9 5

A l s o  Evangelism Explosion b y  D .  J a m e s  K e n n e d y  H H 0 8 4 - 2 3 0 - 7 7 8 8  $ 1 2 . 9 9

Basic Bible Studies for the Spirit-filled and Sanctified Life b y  C h i c  S h a v e r  i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Basic Bible Studies for New and Growing Christians a n d  p r o ­
v i d e s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a s  S a n c t i f i e r  i n  o u r  l i v e s .

H H V E - 9 1  $ 2 . 9 5

Basic Bible Studies for New/Growing Christians H H V E - 8 0  $ 1 . 1 0
Basic Bible Studies No. 1 p k g  o f  1 0  H H V E - 8 1  $ 1 . 5 0

Personal Evangelism II b y  B e v e r l y  
B u r g e s s  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n  l a y p e o p l e  t o  
m o v e  y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n s  i n t o  a  d e e p e r  
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  f a i t h .
L e a d e r ’ s  N o t e b o o k
H H S - 1 9 9 1  $ 2 9 . 9 5
S t u d y  G u i d e
H H 0 8 3 - 4 1 1 - 4 1 0 0  $ 9 . 9 5

Available from Nazarene Publishing House

1-800-877-0700
P . O .  B o x  4 1 9 5 2 7 ,  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M 0  6 4 1 4 1
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“The Lord has led us into a life  of freed o m  in C h ris t,” is the  
tes tim on y of P e te r and K im  C ooney a fte r  com ing to D enver First 
Church from  a stric t le g a lis tic  background. H ere , they and th e ir son, 
C aleb, en joy a fe llo w sh ip  m e a l at the  church.

a n d  D o n  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  a 
m e n ’s g r o u p ,  c a l l e d  P r o m i s e  K e e p e r s .
T h i s  f in e  c o u p le  jo in e d  th e  c h u r c h  as  a  
f u r th e r  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e i r  fa i th .  T h a n k  
G o d  f o r  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  b l i z z a r d s  in 
D e n v e r — if  th e y  b r in g  a n o t h e r  D o n  a n d  J o a n  O d e n  to  
C h r i s t  a n d  H is  C h u rc h !

P E T E R  A N D  K I M  C O O N E Y  r e c e n t ly  c a m e  to  
o u r  c h u r c h  f r o m  a S e v e n t h  D a y  S a b b a t h  
c h u r c h .  T h e y  l o v e d  G o d ,  b u t  to  t h e m ,  t h e  
w h o l e  t h i n g  w a s  r u le  k e e p i n g  a n d  l e g a l i s m .  

T h a t ’s a  fa r  c ry  f ro m  w h e r e  th e y  b e g a n .  P e ­
te r  a n d  K im  h a d  b e e n  r a is e d  in tw o  d i f fe re n t  r i tu a l is t ic  
d e n o m in a t io n s .  T o  th e m ,  c h u r c h  w a s  th e  s a m e  th in g  
w e e k  a f t e r  w e e k ,  w i th  p r a y e r s  a n d  c r e e d s  to  r e c i te ,  
b u t  n o  B ib le .

A f t e r  P e te r  a n d  K im  m a r r ie d ,  th e i r  h u n g e r  fo r  the  
W o rd  o f  G o d  b ro u g h t  th e m  to  the  S e v e n th  D ay  S a b ­
b a th  C h u r c h .  T h e r e  th e y  h e a rd  the  B ib le  p r e a c h e d  fo r  
the  firs t  t im e ,  a n d  th e y  in c re a s e d  in th e i r  B ib le  k n o w l ­
ed g e .

B u t  a f te r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  the  C o o n e y s  b e c a m e  d is s a t i s ­
f ie d .  T h e y  h e a r d  a l l  B i b le  a n d  d o c t r i n e  b u t  f e l t  n o  
S p i r i t .  T h e y  h a d  b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  w o r k s  f o r  
m u c h  o f  t h e i r  s a lv a t io n .  A n d  th e y  b e l i e v e d  th a t  the  
c h u r c h  s h o u ld  n o t  k e e p  s i len t  o n  m o r a l  i s su es  as  th e ir  
c h u r c h  had .

M y  h e a r t  r e jo ic e s  w h e n  I th in k  o f  w h a t  K im  sa id

CARE-Line

\ 1 a k e  a D i f f e r e n c e  i n  Y o u r  W o r l d
Call the CARE-Line, and we'll help you locate a Church of the Nazarene for someone you care about.

Do you know someone who is:

\1<>\ ing

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d

I n r a r r e r a t e d

T e r m i n a l l y  III

I l o s p i t a  l i / .od

I ii N e e d  ol  

f e l l o w s h i p

\  ( A l l e g e  S t u d e n t

\  f a m i l y  ol  a New 

Baby

\  New C o n v e r t

In N e e d  ol P ra y er

S h u t - i n

I n N e e d  o f  

S p i r i t u a l  C r o w  ill

I .onely
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n o t  lo n g  ag o :  “T h e r e  a re  so  m a n y  to u g h  m o r a l  issues!  
F o r  th e  c h u r c h  no t to  g e t  in v o lv e d  in th e m  a l lo w s  S a ­
ta n  to  d o  w h a t  h e  w a n ts .  Y o u  h a v e  to  s t a n d  u p  fo r  
w h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e .”

P e t e r  a n d  K i m  l e f t  t h e  S e v e n t h  D a y  S a b b a t h  
C h u r c h  a n d  c o n t in u e d  th e i r  sp i r i tu a l  s e a rc h  fo r  a  Bi-  
b l e - b e l i e v i n g ,  S p i r i t - a n o i n t e d ,  m o r a l l y  i n v o l v e d  
c h u rc h .  A  f r ie n d  o f  th e ir s  a t te n d s  D e n v e r  F irs t  a n d  is 
a c t iv e  in p o l i t ic a l  a f fa irs ,  
so  th e y  d e c id e d  to  c h e c k  
o u t  the  N a z a r e n e  ch u rc h .
T h e  C o o n e y s  f o u n d  
th e m s e lv e s  at a  H o p e  F o r  
th e  F a m i l y  s e m i n a r  th a t  
D e n v e r  F i r s t  s p o n s o r e d .
K i m  c o u l d n ’t g e t  o v e r  
w h a t  sh e  w a s  fe e l in g ,  an d  
s a id  to  Pe te r ,  " L o o k  at all 
the  t im e  t h e y ’re s p e n d in g  o n  th e  f a m i ly ! ”

A f t e r  tha t  w e e k e n d ,  the  C o o n e y s  s ta r t e d  c o m in g  to  
D e n v e r  F irs t  r eg u la r ly .  T h e y  e n r o l l e d  in a  d is c ip l in g  
c l a s s  a n d  l e a r n e d  h o w  to  b e  s e t  f r e e  f r o m  y e a r s  o f  
g u il t .  T h e i r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  te a c h e r  s p o k e  on  w h a t  it 
m e a n s  to  a b id e  in C h r i s t  a n d  be  S p ir i t - f i l led .  I f  th e se  
t h in g s  w e r e n ’t e n o u g h ,  th e  p a s to r  e v e n  p r e a c h e d  on  
m o r a l  i s s u e s  a n d  u r g e d  th e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  to  g e t  i n ­
v o lv e d .  P e te r  a n d  K im  w e r e  h o o k e d !

Ju s t  a fe w  d a y s  ag o .  P e te r  a n d  K im  to ld  m e ,  “ P a s ­

t o r ,  s i n c e  c o m i n g  t o  D e n v e r  F i r s t  
C h u r c h  a n d  w a l k i n g  in  t h e  l i g h t ,  t h e  ]
L o rd  h a s  le d  us  in to  a  life  o f  f r e e d o m  in 
C h r is t .  W e  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  h a p p i e r ! ”

T h a t  t e s t im o n y  th r i l l s  m y  hea r t!  P e te r  
a n d  K im  jo in e d  th e  c h u r c h  a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o ,  a n d  the ir  
so n  C a le b  w a s  r e c e n t ly  b a p t iz e d .  T h e  C o o n e y s  have  
fo u n d  a h o m e  w i th  th e  N a z a r e n e s !

I fee l  l ike  th e  w r i t e r  of 
H e b r e w s  m u s t  h a v e  felt: 
“ A n d  w h a t  m o r e  s h a l l  I 
s a y ” f o r  th e  t i m e  w o u ld  
fail  m e  to  tell o f  S u n  and 
Y o o n  L e e ,  o f  D a n n y  and 
S t a c y  D a v i s ,  o f  W a n d a  
B a k e r  a n d  J a n e  H a rd in g ,  
o f  D o u g  a n d  K a r e n  
J a m e s .  T h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  

e v e r y w h e r e  j u s t  l ike  th e  o n e s  y o u ’ve  m e t .  S o m e  can 
b e  w o n  th r o u g h  th e  m u s ic  m in is t ry ,  o th e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  
“ s h in in g  l ig h ts  o n  S u n d a y  n ig h t s , ” still o th e r s  th ro u g h  
S p i r i t - a n o in te d  s e rv ic e s — e v e n  a b a r k in g  d o g  ca n  be 
u se d  to  w in  sou ls !

S o m e  h a v e  a s k e d  m e  w h y  I s e e m  h a p p ie r  than  I have 
b ee n  in yea rs .  D o  y o u  s u p p o s e  it c o u ld  be  tha t fam ilies  
l ik e  t h e  P e n d l e t o n s ,  B r u n s ,  O d e n s ,  C o o n e y s — and  
d o z e n s  o f  o th e rs— h a v e  so  m in i s te re d  to  m y  hear t  that 
it ha s  b e e n  a  p e rso n a l  rev iv a l  fo r  th is  b u sy  p as to r?  ^

W e want you all to know that god

HAS CHANGED OUR LIVES.”

SUNDAY S CH OO L MI NI STRIES A N N O U N C E S  . . .

T H E  S E C O N D  M IL E  A W A R D

S pecia lly  d e s ig n ed  for  those  fa i th fu l  se rv a n ts  w h o  have  gone 
ab o v e  and  b e y o n d  the call o f  du ty  to  the ir  church .

F o r  c h u rc h  leaders ,  teachers ,  su p e r in ten d e n ts ,  w o rk e rs  o f  all 
k inds ,  w h o  h ave  qu ie t ly  d ed ica ted  th e m se lv e s  to  “ se rv ing  the 
L o rd  Je sus  C h r is t .”

O rder d irectly fro m :
Sunday School M inistries, 640 1  T h e  P a se o , K a n s a s  C ity . M O  64131

NOW: A “special 
w ay” to recognize  
those w ho have gone  
the second mile.
A treasu red  “ k e e p sa k e ” for the person  w h o  
rece ives  th is  ex e m p la ry  aw ard .

Suitab le  for  f ram ing .



N u r tu r e
/
%.

od has given us to each other to strengthen each oth­
e r ’s hands.” These wise words o f  John Wesley pin­
point the heart and core o f  Christian nurture.

This task of  nurture is a labor o f  love, and 
drinks o f  that same spirit that moved St. Paul to 
write to the Thessalonians: “ Such was our affection 
for you that we chose rather to share with you, not 
only the gospel o f  God, but our very selves, so dear 
had you become to us” (2:8, F. F. Bruce).

In the short articles that follow, you will catch repeated glimpses 
of people pouring out, not only time and energy, but their “very selves” 
in nurturing ministries. These are merely representative of  thousands of 
nurturing ministries that now go on in the Church of the Nazarene in 
108 countries.

Our definition of  Christian nurture includes everything the church 
does to teach, to promote spiritual growth, and to make disciples. It in­
cludes such things as faith mentoring, Bible study groups, support 
groups, family worship, spiritual formation, Christian camping, Chris­
tian colleges, and just plain Christian fellowship.

The goal is to bring everyone to “the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity, to the measure of  the full stature of  Christ” (Ephe­
sians 4:13, NRSV).

“ It is a blessed thing to have fellow travellers on the way to the 
New Jerusalem,” John Wesley wrote. “ If you do not find any you must 
make them, for none can travel this road alone.”

Nurture is the very essence o f  the Wesleyan tradition, as this early 
hymn by Charles Wesley indicates:

H elp us to help each other, Lord  
Each other's cross to hear  

Let each his friendly  a id  afford  
A nd  fee l his brother's care.

Help us to bu ild  each other up,
Our little stock improve;

Increase our fa ith , confirm  our hope,
A nd  perfect us in love.

The gifts he gave were that some w ould  
be apostles, som e prophets, some evan­
gelists, som e pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints fo r  the work o f  ministry, 
fo r  building up the body o f  Christ, until 
all o f  us come to the unity o f  the fa ith  
and o f  the knowledge o f  the Son o f  God, 
to maturity, to the measure o f  the fu l l  
stature o f  Christ.

(E p h esian s 4 :1 1 -1 3 . N R S V )



CALLED ID  C H I S M  I I I
Ways Nazarenes Go About the Nurturing Task
These glim pses o f Nazarene nurturing m inistries were collected and submitted by Irv in g  Laird , 

Head o f  the Department o f Special M in istries , Northwest Nazarene College, Nampa, Idaho.

A Choir That Does 
More than Sing
F ive  y e a r s  a g o ,  a  s m a l l  c h o i r  at G le n d a le  C h u r c h  

o f  th e  N a z a r e n e  in P h o e n ix ,  A r i z o n a ,  to o k  s e r i ­
o u s ly  th e  c h u r c h ' s  m o t t o .  “ A  P la c e  f o r  Y o u .” 
U n d e r  th e  n u r t u r i n g  d i r e c t i o n  o f  B o b  B o l to n ,  

M i n i s t e r  o f  M u s i c ,  th e  c h u r c h  l e a r n e d  th a t  m a k i n g  
b e a u t i fu l  m u s ic  is o n ly  o n e  par t  o f  th e  c h o i r ’s j o b  d e ­
s c r ip t io n .  T h e  6 0 - v o ic e  c h o i r  is a  s u p p o r t iv e  m in i s t r y  
o f  th e  c h u r c h  a n d  an  e f f e c t iv e  o u t r e a c h  too l.

T h e  c h o i r  h a s  an  o p e n  d o o r  po licy .  E v e r y o n e  w h o  
w a n ts  to  b e  in v o lv e d  w ill  f in d  a p la c e  o f  se rv ice .

F o r  e x a m p le .  B o b  r e a c h e d  o u t  to  M a rk  F isk ,  a  f o r ­
m e r  A i r  F o r c e  n a v i g a to r  w h o  r e c e iv e d  s e v e r e  b ra in  
in ju r ie s  in an  a u to  a c c id e n t  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  ag o .  B o b  o f ­
fe re d  sp e c ia l  h e lp  to  M a rk ,  e n a b l in g  h im  to  lea rn  the  
c h o i r  n u m b e rs .  M a r k ’s m u s ic a l  ab i l i ty  im p r o v e d  an d  
h e  felt lo v e d  a n d  a c c e p te d .

W h e n  an  o r c h e s t r a  w a s  f o r m e d .  B ill  A b b o t t ,  a  m id -  
d le - s c h o o l  b a n d  in s t ru c to r ,  ro se  to  th e  c h a l le n g e .  Bill 
a n d  h is  w i f e ,  S a n d y ,  w h o  is a l s o  a  b a n d  in s t ru c to r ,  
s t a r t  t h e i r  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g s  at 6 : 3 0  b y  f i l l i n g  tw o  
v a n s  w i th  s tu d e n ts ,  m a n y  f ro m  th e  h o u s in g  p ro je c ts ,  
a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e m  to  p la y  in th e  o r c h e s t r a .  W h e n  
n e e d e d .  B ill  a n d  S a n d y  p r o v id e  b r e a k fa s t  a n d  lu n c h  
o r  c lo th in g  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  in o r d e r  fo r  th e m  to  p a r t i c ­
ip a te  in th e  m u s i c  m in i s t r y .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  
m o r e  t h a n  4 0  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  c o m e  to  
k n o w  th e  F o r d .  J e s s i c a  S h o r t ,  a  m i d d l e - s c h o o l  f lu te  
p la y e r ,  s a y s  o f  Mr. A b b o t ,  “ H e  d o e s  so  m u c h  fo r  all o f  
us. H e  is p re t ty  a w e s o m e . ”

G a r y  W o r le y  m o v e d  to  the  P h o e n ix  a r e a  f o l lo w in g  
a  d iv o rc e .  H is  m u s ic a l  g if ts  w e r e  q u ic k ly  n o t ic e d  an d  
the  c h o i r  h e lp e d  G a r y  w i th  fo o d ,  fu rn i tu re ,  a n d  h o u s ­
ing. T h e  c h o i r  b a n d e d  to g e th e r  in p r a y e r  fo r  h is  f a m i ­
ly 's  h e a l in g .  G a r y  a n d  h is  w ife ,  C la u d ia ,  h a v e  s in c e  
r e u n i t e d  an d  r e m a r r ie d .  G a r y  n o w  d i r e c ts  “ M a je s ty "  a 
1 0 - p ie c e  v o c a l  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l  g r o u p  th a t  l e a d s  a

s e c o n d  S u n d a y  se rv ic e  th a t  is r a p id ly  g r o w in g .
G l e n d a l e ’s S a n c tu a r y  C h o i r  has  b e c o m e  a  rea l  f a m ­

ily. E v e r y  p r a c t i c e  s e s s io n  a l lo w s  t im e  fo r  d e v o t io n ,  
sh a r in g  r e q u e s ts ,  p r a i s e s ,  a n d  p ra y e rs .  A n  a n n u a l  b a n ­
q u e t  a n d  a C h r i s t m a s  p a r ty  a re  tw o  o f  th e  s c h e d u le d  
so c ia l s ,  b u t  in b e t w e e n  t im e s ,  th e  c h o i r  h a s  ta k e n  food  
to  8 0  f a m i l ie s  in n e e d ,  p a id  a  m o n t h ’s ren t  o r  h ouse  
p a y m e n t s  o n  n e a r ly  a  d o z e n  o c c a s io n s ,  p u r c h a s e d  a i r ­
l in e  t i c k e t s  f o r  s e v e n  p e o p l e ,  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  a four- 
r o o m  a p a r tm e n t  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e  fo r  an  A f r ic a n  f a m i­
ly. G r a c e N o te s ,  o n e  o f  the  c h o i r ’s e n s e m b l e s ,  u n d e r  
the  le a d e rs h ip  o f  D a n  R y a n ,  t r a v e le d  to  G u a d a la ja ra ,  
M e x i c o ,  la s t  s u m m e r  to  s in g  a n d  w i t n e s s  to  G o d ’s 
love .

M a k in g  lo v e ly  m u s i c  is a  m in i s t r y  th a t  ta k e s  tim e, 
b u t  a  lo v in g ,  c a r in g  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  o th e r s  h a s  b e c o m e  
a l i f e -s ty le  o f  n u r tu re .  B o b  B o l to n  a n d  o u r  m u s ic  d e ­
p a r tm e n t  h a v e  a g o o d  s ta r t  on  this .

J a n ic e  Irw in
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Nurturing Teens Through 
“The Open Door”
D u r i n g  a S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  s e r v i c e  a t  B e th e l  

C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e ,  A b b y ,  o n e  o f  th e  
te e n s ,  g a v e  a g lo w in g  re p o r t  o f  the  p re v io u s  
w e e k e n d ’s retreat. She  spoke  o f  a deep en ed  d e ­

sire to serve C hris t  and  n e w fo u n d  strength  to live for 
Him in a d iff icu lt  en v ironm en t.

A bby  w as  at B e thel b ecau se  o f  "T h e  O p en  D oor,” a 
m in is try  d i rec ted  by  G ail  C oc io ,  an a sso c ia te  p as to r  
o f  the church .

W h ile  ta k in g  a g ra d u a te  co u rse  c a l led  “ R e a c h in g  
Inner C ity  Y outh .” G ail  d e s ig n ed  an ou treach  p rogram  
ta rge ting  you th  in o n e  a re a  o f  the  city. G ail  p ick ed  
G e r m a n to w n ,  h o m e  to  o v e r  3 0 0  y o u n g  p e o p le  b e ­
tween the ages o f  13 and  18 from  d iverse  racial b a c k ­
g ro u n d s .  G e r m a n t o w n ,  lo c a t e d  o n  a p e n i n s u l a  in 
Quincy, M assach u se t ts ,  has on ly  one  road  in. T h o se  
who live in the p ro jec t  a re  iso la ted  g e o g ra p h ic a l ly ,  
em o tiona lly ,  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  an d  p h y s ic a l ly  f ro m  the 
rest o f  the com m unity .

On h e r  first day  in G e rm a n to w n ,  Gail found  that, 
excep t fo r  th o se  in v o lv e d  in a b a s k e tb a l l  p ro g ra m ,  
there w as no th ing  for these teens to do  and now here  
for th em  to g o  w h e n  not in sch o o l .  A s she  w a lk e d  
a ro u n d ,  sh e  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  a 15 x 3 0  fo o t  ro o m  
standing em pty. O n  h e r  w ay  ho m e , a scrip ture  cam e  
to G a i l ’s m in d ,  “ T h o s e  w h o  so w  in tea rs  w ill  reap  
with songs  o f  j o y ” (P sa lm  126:5, N IV ). She kn ew  that 
God was say ing  that the task  w o u ld  not be easy, but 
that He w o u ld  be w ith  them .

G ail  w e n t  to  ta lk  o f  h e r  v i s io n  w i th  R ev . G a ry  
Jones, p as to r  o f  Bethel C hurch . He said, “ G ail,  if  this 
is o f  the Lord . I will s tand  bes ide  you the w ho le  w ay .” 
Gail, h e r  husb an d .  Jack , and three fr iends began  p ra y ­
ing for G o d  to g ive  them  that e m p ty  room  free, and 
He did. A pool table and  a soda  m ach in e  w ere  d o n a t ­
ed and "T h e  O p en  D o o r” sw u n g  w ide. T h e  kids cam e. 
The room  w as filled w all- to -w all  with teens from  the 
very first night. A social w o rk e r  from  the school sy s ­
tem cam e  by to  see w hat w as  h ap p en in g  and said with 
am azem ent, “T h ese  are the k ids that no b o d y  w an ts .”

During the first year, the vo lun tee rs  saw  w hy  som e 
of the teens  w e re  the u n w a n te d  ones .  N e v e r th e le ss ,  
they kept c o m in g  b ack  w ith  the m essage ,  "It d o e s n ’t 
m a t te r  w h a t  y o u  d o ,  w e ' l l  be  h e re  a n d  w e ’ll love  

J you.”
“T he  O p e n  D o o r ” p ro v id e s  a p lace  to r  a c t iv i t ie s  

and m uch  m ore . A s the  g roup  is not a l lo w ed  to  talk 
, about G o d  on  p u b l ic  p ro p e r ty  a t G e r m a n to w n ,  the  
* Bethel c h u rc h  is u sed  fo r  a g i r l s ’ g ro u p  tha t  m ee ts  

jk weekly to cook ,  w o rk  on crafts , and h ea r  the gospel. 
0  A b o y s ’ g r o u p  g a th e r s  o n  a n o th e r  w e e k  n ig h t  fo r

sp o r ts ,  g a m e s ,  o u t in g s ,  a n d  C h r i s t ia n  
teach in g .  T h e  teens  h av e  an  a f te rnoon  
B ible  study. A n o th e r  ou treach  is offered 
t h r o u g h  th e  t u t o r i n g  a n d  h o m e w o r k  
center. Teens are m a tch ed  with  c o m m it­
ted  C hris t ians  w h o  teach, pray, and w itness  with  the 
teens.

T ha t  S unday  night w h en  A bby  gave  such a w o n d e r ­
ful t e s t im o n y ,  G a i l  a lo n e  k n e w  h o w  h o p e le s s  th is  
t e e n a g e r ’s s itua tion  had b een  w hen  the tw o  first met. 
A b b y  c o m e s  f ro m  an a b u s iv e  b a c k g ro u n d  and  kept 
a sk in g  G a i l ,  “ W h e re  is G o d ? ” in the  m id s t  o f  such

s u f fe r in g .  B r in g in g  A b b y  to  the  p la c e  o f  k n o w in g  
C hris t  as her  S av io r  and  sensing  the presence  o f  G od  
in h e r  life  is th e  re su l t  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  m an y ,  m a n y  
hours  o f  lov ing  care. Gail s tood by  her, nurtu ring  her  
e v e ry  s tep  o f  the way. A s  A b b y  an d  o th e r  teens  o f  
G e rm a n to w n  n o w  live for  C hris t ,  G ail  and  her  s taff  
k now  the truth o f  sow ing  in tears and reap ing  in joy.

A n n  C u b ic  R ea rick

Turning the Laity 
Loose
S ix years ago, M cM innv il le ,  O regon , First C hurch  

w as a fairly typical church . E ach  S unday  m o rn ­
ing, 250  peop le  ga thered  for  w orsh ip . F ew er  a t­
te n d e d  S u n d a y  S ch o o l ,  and  fe w e r  still sh o w e d  

up for the W ed n esd ay  e v en in g  p ray e r  time. T h e  lay 
le a d e r s  w e re  few  a n d  fa r  b e tw e e n ,  a n d  th o se  w h o  
gave  m uch  w ere  exhaus ted  from  a long bu ild ing  p ro j­
ect.

T h e n  th e  c h u r c h  c h a n g e d  i ts  w a y s .  W h i l e  th e  
chu rch  once  though t its success  d ep en d ed  on p reach ­
ing and calling , it w as dec ided  to m ake  C hris tian  n u r ­
tu re  the  to p  p r io r i ty .  E q u ip p in g  the  lay p e o p le  fo r  
m in is try  and crea ting  m any  opportun it ies  for them  to 
be nurtu red  in spiritual g row th  b ecam e  the m ain  goal. 
G o n e  w as  the  o ld  m e th o d  o f  try in g  to  get as m any

The Open Door youth group in G erm antow n, Quincy, M ass

A u g u s t  1993 31



The TLC group for new  C hristians that m eets  at Shaw n and Cara  
S lo w ik ’s hom e. The M c M in n v ille , O regon, church has nearly  50  TLC 
groups that m eet each w eek.

p e o p le  as p o s s ib le  to  c o m e  to  c h u r c h  to  sit a n d  lis ten .  
N o w  th e  c h u r c h  p u t  its e n e r g ie s  in to  g e t t in g  p e o p le  
in v o lv e d  in m in is try .

T h i n g s  s t a r t e d  s lo w ly .  D u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  f iv e  
c o u p le s  c o m m i t t e d  th e m s e lv e s  to  l e a d in g  T e n d e r  L o v ­
in g  C a r e  ( T L C )  g r o u p s  a n d  m e t  w e e k ly  w i th  P a s to r  
W e s  S m i th  to  pray ,  s tudy , a n d  g e t  to  k n o w  e a c h  o th e r  
better.

A s  th is  c o re  p r e p a re d  to  l a u n c h  sm a l l  g r o u p  m i n ­
is t r ie s ,  th e y  o b s e r v e d  th a t  C h r i s t ia n  n u r tu re  c a n  e a s i ly  
b e c o m e  a  d e a d - e n d  s tree t .  T h e r e  a re  a l re a d y  m a n y  o p ­
p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  C h r i s t ia n s  to  g a th e r  to  lea rn  a b o u t  the  
B ib le .  B ut w h e n  B ib le  l e a rn in g  is no t pu t in to  p r a c ­
t ice ,  b e l ie v e rs  c a n  b e c o m e  a p a th e t ic  to w a r d  p rac t ica l  
C h r is t ia n  se rv ic e .  T h e  M c M in n v i l l e  c h u r c h  d e d ic a te d  
i t s e l f  to  b e c o m in g  a  p e o p le  w h o  “ h e a r  th e  w o r d s  o f  
J e su s  a n d  p u t  th e m  in to  p r a c t i c e .”

T h e  o r ig in a l  f iv e  T L C  g r o u p s  h a v e  n o w  g r o w n  to 
n e a r ly  5 0  g r o u p s  th a t  in v o lv e  o v e r  4 0 0  p e o p le  w ee k ly .

R e c e n t ly ,  P a s to r  S m i th  r e c e iv e d  a M o n d a y  m o r n in g  
ca ll  f ro m  m e m b e r  C a ra  S lo w ik .  H e  rec a l ls ,  “ C a r a  an d  
h e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  s ta r te d  a n o th e r  T L C  g r o u p  a n d  n o w  
th e y  n e e d e d  h e lp  in a n s w e r in g  the  q u e s t io n s  th e  n e w  
C h r i s t i a n s  w e re  a s k in g .  1 e a g e r ly  a c c e p te d  th e i r  in v i ­
ta t io n  to  v isi t.

“ W a lk in g  in to  th e i r  h o m e ,  I f o u n d  b ra n d  n e w  b a b y  
C h r i s t ia n s  a n x io u s  to  g a in  d e e p e r  k n o w le d g e  o n  b a p ­
t ism ,  c o m m u n io n ,  b a b y  d e d ic a t io n ,  c h u r c h  m e m b e r ­
sh ip ,  a n d  h o l in e s s .  W e  t a lk e d  a n d  p r a y e d  w i th  e a c h  
o th e r  fo r  o v e r  tw o  h o u r s ! ”

T h e  sp e c ia l  n e e d s  o f  p e o p le  h a v e  a l so  le a d  to  o th e r  
ty p e s  o f  sm a ll  g r o u p  m in i s t r ie s .  B y  b e g in n in g  s lo w ly  
an d  f o c u s in g  o n  a t r a in e d  le a d e rs h ip ,  lay  p a s to rs  h a v e  
m in i s te re d  to  p e o p le  ra ise d  in t ro u b le d  e n v i r o n m e n t s  
o r  w h o  h a v e  a d d ic t io n  o r  a b u s e  is sues .  O v e r  t im e ,  all 
in v o lv e d  h a v e  s e e n  h o w  p e o p l e  w i th  t r o u b le d  p a s ts  
ca n  b e c o m e  p o w e r fu l  m in i s te r s  w h e n  th e y  tu rn  th e i r

l iv e s  o v e r  to  the  L iv in g  L o rd .
O n e  o f  th e  s p e c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  is th e  P r i s o n  T ea m  

w h o  v is i t s  th e  F e d e r a l  C o r r e c t io n a l  In s t i tu te  w eekly .  
R e c e n t ly ,  o n e  o f  th e  t e a m  le a d e rs ,  R o d  A x te l l ,  a  c o m ­
m e r c i a l  a r t i s t ,  t o ld  th e  g a t h e r e d  i n m a t e s  th a t  w h e n  
th e y  g e t  o u t  o f  p r iso n  th e y  w ill  b e  f a c e d  w i th  a  lot of 
te m p ta t io n s  a n d  c h o ic e s .  W h i l e  he  ta lk e d ,  he  d r e w  an 
i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  a  m a n  w a l k i n g  o u t  o f  p r i s o n .  P a s to r  
S m i th  r e c o u n ts ,  “ I c o u ld  h e a r  th e  m e n  s n i f f l in g ,  try ing  
to  h o ld  b a c k  th e i r  e m o t i o n s ,  a n d  I t u r n e d  to  w a tc h  
m a n y  o f  th e m  w ip e  te a rs  a w a y  f ro m  th e i r  e y e s . ”

P r a y e r  g r o u p s  k e e p  th e  p r i s o n e r s  b e f o r e  th e  Lord, 
a n d  th e  c h u r c h  m u s i c a l  g r o u p s  p r e s e n t  r e g u l a r  c o n ­
ce r ts .  T h e  c h u r c h  f r e q u e n t ly  h o s t s  th e  v i s i t in g  f a m i­
lies o f  the  in m a te s .  P a s to r  S m i th  sa y s ,  “ O u r  c o m m i t ­
m e n t  i s  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e s e  i m p r i s o n e d  m e n  so 
e f f e c t iv e ly  th a t  t h e y  w i l l  s e e k  o u t  a  t e n d e r ,  lo v in g ,  
a n d  c a r in g  c h u r c h  w h e n  th e y  a re  r e l e a s e d ."

P a s t o r  S m i t h  r e p o r t s ,  “ O n e  o f  th e  b e s t  t h i n g s  a 
p r e a c h e r  c a n  d o  is g e t  o u t  o f  th e  w ay .  W e h a v e  a  s a y ­
ing  a m o n g  o u r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  ‘I t 's  n o t  w h a t  w e  d o  in 
m in i s t r y  th a t  is im p o r ta n t ,  i t ’s w h a t  w e  e n a b le  o th e rs  
to  d o  th a t  re a l ly  m a t t e r s . '  W e a t t r ib u te  th e  d o u b l in g  in 
s ize  o f  o u r  c h u r c h  o v e r  the  las t f iv e  y e a r s  to  o n e  p r i­
m a r y  t h i n g :  e q u i p p i n g  t h e  l a i t y  a n d  t u r n i n g  th e m  
lo o s e !"

Alcoholics Victorious
C an  a  C h r i s t i a n  be  an  a l c o h o l i c ?  A r e n ’t m a n y  a l­

c o h o l i c s  e i t h e r  s t r e e t  d e r e l i c t s  o r  c l o s e t e d  
h o u s e w i v e s  s e c r e t l y  d r i n k i n g  in t h e i r  h o m e s ?  
C a n  a  p e r s o n  be  a  C h r i s t i a n  w h o  t ru ly  c la im s  

J e s u s  a s  L o r d  a n d  s t i l l  b e  u n a b l e  to  s to p  d r in k in g ?  
Y es ,  y e s ,  a n d  y e s  a r e  th e  a n s w e r s  to  th e s e  d i f f i c u l t  
q u e s t io n s  th a t  w e  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d .

T im e  a n d  t im e  a g a in ,  f a i th fu l  p e o p le  b r o u g h t  their  
s t r u g g le s  w i th  a lc o h o l  to  R ev . H e r b  I re la n d ,  p a s to r  o f  
th e  F i r s t  C h u r c h  in  S p a r k s ,  N e v a d a .  M a n y  b r o u g h t  
th e i r  “ s e c r e t” to  th e i r  p a s to r  a f te r  y e t  a n o t h e r  tr ip  to 
the  a l ta r  w a s  d a s h e d  b y  a n o t h e r  r o u n d  o f  c o m p u ls iv e  
d r in k in g .

P a s t o r  I r e l a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  to  f i n d  h e l p  f o r  th e se  
h o n e s t  s e e k e rs .  H is  r e s e a r c h  led  h im  to  a n  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n  c a l le d  A lc o h o l ic s  V ic to r io u s .  S o o n ,  a loca l  c h a p ­
t e r  w a s  c h a r t e d  a n d  a g r o u p  w h o  s t r u g g l e d  w i th  
c h e m ic a l  d e p e n d e n c e  b e g a n  to  m e e t  in a  sa fe  e n v i ro n ­
m e n t ,  ta lk  a n d  c ry  o p e n ly ,  a n d  a d m i t  th e  tru th  about 
th e i r  lives .

O n e  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  S p a r k s  c h a p te r  has  said. 
" W e  h a v e  a  c o m m o n  h a n d i c a p  o f  b e in g  a d d ic te d  to  al­
c o h o l  o r  o th e r  d r u g s  in o u r  s e a r c h  f o r  p e a c e  o f  mind. 
O u r  e f fo r t  in b o n d in g  to g e th e r  is  to  t r a n s f e r  o u r  d e ­
p e n d e n c e  on  a lc o h o l  to  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  J e s u s  Chris t .
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b e l i e v e s  th a t  th e r e  is n o  s u b s t i tu te  fo r  
th e  s a m e  d is c ip l in e s  today .  T h e  c h u r c h  
h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t r i p l e d  in  a t t e n d a n c e  
s in c e  1985 . M a n y  o f  th o s e  a d d e d  to  its 
n u m b e r  a re  B a b y  B o o m e r s .  T h e  Y o u n g  
M a r r ie d  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  c l a s s  g r e w  f ro m  6  to  4 3  in the  
la s t  tw o  y e a r s .  W h e n  s u r v e y e d  as  to  w h y  th e y  h a v e  
c h o s e n  to  a t te n d ,  fo u r  r e a s o n s  e m e r g e d .

F irs t ,  e a c h  c la s s  m e m b e r  s a id  th e y  h a d  c o m e  to  the  
Y o u n g  M a r r i e d  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  c l a s s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
w e r e  in v i t e d  b y  a  f r ie n d  o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  a  n ee d  
f o r  f e l l o w s h ip  w i th  p e o p le  o f  c o m m o n  a g e  a n d  in te r ­
es ts .

S e c o n d ly ,  th e y  k e p t  c o m i n g  b e c a u s e  th e  c l a s s  o f ­
fe re d  v a r ie d ,  c o n t in u o u s ,  a n d  c re a t iv e  ac t iv i t ie s .  S o m e  
lo v e d  p a i n t in g  a  h o u s e  f o r  a n  e ld e r ly  p e r s o n ,  w h i le  
o th e r s  e n jo y e d  d i s t r ib u t in g  g if ts  to  a n e e d y  fa m i ly  at 
C h r is tm a s .

T h e y  a l s o  c a m e  b e c a u s e  o f  e f f e c t i v e ,  e n e r g e t i c  
t e a c h i n g .  M e l o d e e  a n d  T i m  B u n n  t e a m  t e a c h  th e  
c la s s .  M e lo d e e ,  r e c ip ie n t  o f  the  1991 I n t e r m o u n ta in  
D i s t r i c t ’s Y o u n g  A d u l t  D iv i s io n  T e a c h e r  o f  th e  Y ear  
a w a r d ,  k e e p s  t h i n g s  l iv e ly  b y  s t a r t i n g  e a c h  l e s s o n  
w i th  a n  a t te n t io n  g e t te r  as sh e  e n g a g e s  the  c l a s s  in in ­
te re s t in g  a n d  fu n  d is c u s s io n .  T im ,  the  c h u r c h 's  a s s o c i ­
a te  pas to r ,  b r in g s  d e p th  to  th e  le s so n s  a n d  th e n  a p p l ie s  
th e m  to  c la s s  m e m b e r s '  e v e r y d a y  lives .  O n e  s tu d e n t  
r e m a r k e d ,  “ I n t e r a c t io n  th r o u g h  c r e a t iv e  q u e s t io n in g  
a n d  s h a r in g  w h a t  G o d  h a s  d o n e  in o u r  l iv e s  m a k e s  us 
f ee l  a p a r t  a n d  w a n t  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in th e  l e s s o n  as  
w e l l . ”

T im  b u r s t s  w i th  p r id e  w h e n  h e  s a y s  o f  th e  c l a s s ,  
" T h e  Y o u n g  M a r r ie d  C la s s  h a s  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in 
le a d e r s h ip  at all le v e ls  w i th  the  c h u rc h .  W h e n  an  all 
n ig h t  p r a y e r  is  h e ld ,  w h e n  a  w o r k  p r o je c t  is c a l le d  for, 
a n d  w h e n  a n e e d  is m a d e  e v id e n t ,  c l a s s  m e m b e r s  w il l  
b e  th e re .  T h e s e  b a b y  b o o m e r s  a re  n o t  th e  c h u r c h  o f  
to m o r r o w .  T h e y  are  th e  c h u r c h  to d a y ."

We k n o w  f ro m  e x p e r i e n c e  th a t  in s h a r in g  o u r  w e a k ­
nesses  a n d  s t r e n g th s ,  w e  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o the r .  L ik e  
Christ ,  w e  a re  s e rv a n t s  to  o n e  a n o th e r ."

E ach  d a y  the  g r o u p  m e m b e r s  se t a s id e  t im e  to  p ra y  
and rea d  th e  B ib le .  G r a d u a l l y  th e y  h a v e  f o u n d  th a t  
their  s h a m e  is b e i n g  r e p la c e d  b y  c o u r a g e ,  th e i r  f e a rs  
o v e rc o m e  b y  fa i th .  S e c r e ts  o n c e  h id d e n  a re  n o w  e x ­
posed an d  r e le a s e d .  W h e r e  o n c e  a lc o h o l  w a s  w in n in g  
in th e i r  l iv e s ,  m a n y  c a n  n o w  c l a i m  v i c to r y  t h r o u g h  
Christ.

N a m e s ,  t e s t im o n ie s ,  a n d  o th e r  e v e n t s  a re  n e v e r  c a r ­
ried o u ts id e  th e  m e e t i n g s  w i th o u t  p e r m is s io n  o f  th o s e  
in v o lv e d .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  n e e d  f o r  
C hris t ian  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  a re  c o n v i n c e d  th a t  th e y  c a n ­
not o v e r c o m e  th e i r  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  a l c o h o l  w i t h o u t  
Christ  a n d  o th e rs .

Joyce Yourdon

M em bers of the A lcoholics V ic to rious support group at First Church, 
Sparks, N evada, jo in  hands in p rayer around an open B ib le .

Nurture Through a 
Baby Boomer’s 
Sunday School Class
A c ts  2 : 4 1 - 4 2  r e c o r d s ,  “ T h o s e  w h o  a c c e p te d  h is  

m e s s a g e  w e r e  b a p t i z e d ,  a n d  a b o u t  th r e e  t h o u ­
sa n d  w e r e  a d d e d  to  th e i r  n u m b e r  th a t  day. T h e y  
d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  to  th e  a p o s t l e s ’ t e a c h i n g  

and to  the  f e l l o w s h ip ,  to  th e  b r e a k in g  o f  b r e a d  a n d  to  
prayer” (N 1V ).

The b u r g e o n in g  K a r c h e r  C h u r c h  in N a m p a ,  Id ah o ,

The K archer church ’s Baby B oom er Sunday School C lass carrying  
on a group discussion assig nm en t.
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Nurturing Through 
Care Groups and 
“Not Yet” Faith
T he Bell ingham , W ashington , C h u rch  was w hat the 

District Superintendent considered “an opportunity .” 
The Nazarene congregation o f  this Northwest city of  
50 ,000 had been closed in the early 1980s. By June 

o f  1986, the c h u rc h  had  been  rec en t ly  r e o p e n e d  and  a 
handfu l o f  c o m m itted  peop le  m ade  up the ch u rch  core. 
One o f  the young laymen. Rusty Yuly, took on the task of  
d r iv ing  m y w ife and m e (1 w as the p ro sp ec t iv e  pas tor)  
around town.

Rusty taught me that day that a response o f  faith is “not 
yet.” W hen asked, “ Do you have a teen ministry? Are there 
m any  ch i ld ren  a t tend ing?  H ow  abou t sen io r  adul t  m in ­
istry?” Rusty answered each with an optimistic, "N ot yet." 
He and his wife, Karen, and Steve and Sandy Davenport, 
w ho had recently becom e Christians, were the core o f  the 
church . T hese  tw o coup les  had the vision that som eday  
their church would thrive.

Today, the group o f  15 that gathered on m y first Sunday 
has grown to 70. They share the great vision o f  becom ing 
"A  people o f  God uniting together to share the reality o f  
Christ with the unchurched thousands o f  W hatcom  C o u n ­
ty.” The church has grown through Care Groups. Rusty and 
S tev e  are  lay p as to rs .  R u s ty  n o w  o v e r s e e s  th re e  C a re  
Groups led by six couples. Steve has trained a total o f  15 
people to be lay pastors. The small group ministry provides 
pastoral care to the people. Ten to twelve people in each

group gather weekly  in hom es to pray for one another  and 
personally  apply  G o d ’s W ord to their  daily  living. They 
share G o d ’s love with  their  world. T hese  nurture  groups 
are not just a church program, they are the church  in min­
istry.

Recently, the B ell ingham  C hurch  cha n g ed  its nam e to 
reflect the resurrection vision it claims. We are now  known 
as the N ew  Beginnings C om m unity  C hurch  o f  the Naza­
rene. R u s ty ’s faith response o f  “not ye t” has becom e the 
catalyst for G o d ’s resurrection pow er  to nurture the lives of 
a new com m unity  o f  faith.

P aul S la ter

Nurturing Children
W endy  York loves  ch i ld ren ,  and it show s.  Every­

thing she does as D irector o f  C h ild ren 's  Ministries 
at the Sunny View Church in Greeley, Colorado, is 
done to further the nurturing goal that is best de­

sc ribed  by Luke  2 :52 , “ A nd  Je sus  g rew  in w isdom  and

N ew  B eginnings pastor, Paul 
S la te r, and his w ife , A leta
(right).
The youth group a t the New  
B eginnings Com m unity  
Church of the N azarene in 
B ellin g h a m , W ashington
(below ).

W en dy York (le ft) w ith  som e of the ch ild ren  she serves each w eek.

stature, and in favor  with G od  and m a n ” (NIV ).  Wendy 
m akes every effort to provide opportunities for every child 
to grow  in w isdom , know ledge  o f  Christ , physical skills, 
and in relationships with other children.

H e r  m e th o d s  are  as u n p r e d ic t a b l e  as the  C o lo ra d o  
weather. O ne year, she had a talking cat reporter read the 
new s about Je sus '  m iracles from Galilee. O ne spring, she 
"p lan ted ” a garden  and let the ch ild ren  harvest the fruit, 
teaching them about the fruits o f  the Spirit.  O ne summer 
day, the children took rides in a hot air balloon, learning 
about G od 's  creation first hand.

W endy gives children a chance to learn through involve­
m ent.  F ie ld  tr ips ,  w o rk  p ro jec ts ,  and  s in g in g  visitation 
teach the children  how  to get a long with each  other and 
how to help those in need. The children are appointed as 
te a c h e r s ’ ass is tan ts ,  he lp ing  them  to dev e lo p  se lf-confi­
dence and good w ork skills.

C h r is tm as  and E aster  p rog ram s are a p a re n t 's  delight.
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All children in the church  w ho are old enough to walk are 
costumed to portray anything from camels and donkeys to 
turtles and cow boys.  W endy creates special parts for chil­
dren in w heelchairs  or for those who are unable to learn 
difficult lines. T hrough  these program s, the Bible stories 
come alive for children and parents alike.

W e n d y 's  sk il l  in n u r tu r in g  c h i ld re n  c o m e s  f rom  h e r  
straightforward love o f  Jesus. She trusts Jesus to take care 
o f  her and the ones she loves. She helps the children do the 
same.

Wendy and her husband. Bob, live on a farm near G ree­
ley where she spends the hours she is not at church riding 
horses in the m ounta ins  and en joying her  nine grandch il­
dren.

J im  C hristy, Pastor, Sunny View Church

Nurturing Through 
Mentoring
I t w as  the su m m e r  o f  1987 w hen  Je ff  C a rr  and  R on 

F o rd ’s lives intersected. O ne white, one black. Jeff  had 
just g raduated  from N orthwest Nazarene College and 
m oved  to Los A ngeles  to attend Bresee Institute where 

he w as do ing  an in te rnsh ip  at L A  First C hurch  with  re ­
sponsib il i ty  for  d e v e lo p in g  an o u trea ch  to  you th  in the 
community. Ron was born and raised in South Central Los 
Angeles and was at tending Dorsey Senior High School.

Jeff and Ron developed a very close relationship and b e­
gan to spend many hours together  playing basketball and 
talking about life. T hey  often traveled together all around 
South Central Los A ngeles  to various neighborhoods with 
Ron introducing Jeff  to basketball in LA and to gang m e m ­
bers and drug dealers. As time went on, this friendship b e­
gan to open up discussions about the m eaning  o f  life and 
the things o f  the k ingdom  o f  God.

A b o u t  six  m o n th s  a f te r  a r r iv in g ,  J e f f  b e g a n  a sm a ll  
g r o u p  c a l l e d  the  C o v e n a n t ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  f iv e  y o u n g  
w om en  and five young  m en w ho were specifically interest­
ed in d iscovering  more about w hat it m eant to have a rela-

Ron Ford (le ft) w ith  Je ff Carr

t ionsh ip  w ith  C hris t .  As R on b ec am e  in ­
volved in this group, he began to seek a re ­
la tionship with Christ. Fie also began to e x ­
p r e s s  s o m e  o f  h is  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  
Christianity  and life. It was in a Covenant 
m eeting  at J e f f ’s house on Sunday  afte rnoon  w hen  Ron 
prayed out loud for the first time. “Praying was something 
I never  felt com fortable doing out loud because it m ade me 
feel vulnerable. Being vulnerable was not something you 
could  a l low  yourse lf  the luxury to do grow ing  up in my 
neighborhood. The attitude that instilled in me was that o n ­
ly the strong survive.”

During the sum m er o f  1988, Je ff  introduced Ron to sum ­
m er cam p in Idylwild, California. “ I can rem em ber  when 
we w ent to cam p the sum m er before R o n ’s senior year in 
h igh school,” says Jeff. "R on always loved cam p and still 
does to this day. I think his love for cam p com es as a result 
o f  his m aking  a com m itm en t to Christ during a campfire 
service that w eek .”

A fte r  R o n ’s exper ience  at cam p, he and Je ff  began to 
talk about what Ron would do after graduation. Jeff  began 
to encourage Ron to consider  attending a Christian college, 
something he never would have considered had he not met 
Christ at camp. Jeff  made Ron a promise that if he would 
go to a Christian college, he would  find a way to finance 
his education. “ I w a sn ’t sure how we would find the m o n ­
ey,” says Jeff, “ I just knew Ron had to go." It was amazing 
how the finances cam e together as my wife, Wendy, and I 
com m itted  to sell our  car and use that toward R o n ’s tuition. 
After that, it seemed as if all sorts o f  doors began to open .”

Ron began  a t ten d in g  N o r th w e s t  N az a ren e  C o l lege  in 
1989 and he is scheduled  to graduate  in 1994. At N NC, 
Ron has continued to grow  and mature in his faith. "1 have 
learned that there is a world outside o f  Los Angeles with 
all sorts o f  different people from different places. Being at 
N N C  has helped prepare me educationally  and has deep ­
ened  m y faith. A fte r  g radua t ion ,  I plan  to c o m b in e  the 
skills learned here with the knowledge I have o f  the inner- 
city to return to Los Angeles and help nurture other urban 
youth."

Jeff  has taught Ron that he could make a difference no 
matter where he was. There were no barriers that were too 
great.  "There  are a lot o f  people in the church of  the N aza­
rene w ho  seem to be afraid o f  the inner-city,” says Ron. 
“ J e f f  n ev e r  se e m e d  to  be afra id .  In fac t,  w hen  he first 
came, we thought he was crazy being a white guy all by 
h im self  in our neighborhood. I think people need to know 
that if  they are called to the inner city, they should accept 
G o d ’s call and not be afraid o f  the city. G od will not send 
you any place without sending His Spirit o f  protection and 
guidance with you. You m ay be the one to m ake a differ­
ence in so m e o n e’s life, the way Jeff  made a difference in 
m ine .”

A lthough  R o n ’s life has taken a dram atically  different 
course than he could have imagined, Jeff  has experienced a 
g rea t  dea l  as w ell .  “ W h e n  I f irs t  c a m e  to L A , I n ev e r  
thought I would  still be here six years later. Having the op ­
portunity to be in relationship with young people like Ron, 
how ever,  has  really  en r iched  m y life. R on taught me so 
m uch  about being myself, not being asham ed about where 
I cam e from, and, above all, our friendship has challenged 
me to go deeper  in my relationship with the Lord .”

Irving L aird
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W o r d A c t i o n

PUBLICATIONS

CURRICULUM 
FOR AGES 

1 TO ADULT

C o m in g  T h is  F a ll!
New WordAction Curriculum 

from the world’s largest 
publisher of holiness literature.

WITH A WORLD-CLASS 
CURRICULUM

YOUR 
PENSIONS AND BENEFITS FUND 

IN ACTION

Your suppor t  o f  the P ensions  and  B e n ef i ts  Fund 
m akes  the  “ B a s ic ” P ension  P lan  poss ib le  for  over 
3 ,800 retired ministers and  w idow ed  spouses o f  m in­
isters. Since your support has made this pension pos­
sible, you deserve to know  the results  o f  the over $7.5 
million paid from this Fund in 1992. The following ex­
cerpts are from letters received recently by the P en ­
sions office. They demonstrate the impact o f  your faith­
ful giving.

. . . I am so grateful to my church fo r  the love and care 
in action fo r  those o f us who once were in active serv­
ice hut now must stand aside.
. . . Our church has never forgotten us in the past 39 
years o f service. People like you, who do the kindliest 
things fo r  those who might otherwise he forgotten, 
should have extra stars in their crowns.
. . . Because o f the support o f the P&B Fund, / can pay 
my hills and live hy myself in warmth and security. I 
am able to care fo r  myself and go to church and see 
friends. I am so grateful that I can he independent in 
many ways.
. . . Your check came ju st in time to meet a special 
need to remodel our shower to make it usable hy my 
wife who is disabled.
. . .  I am legally blind and so it is hard fo r  me to see 
enough to write, hut 1 do want to thank God and my 
church fo r  looking after me through the P&B Fund.
. . . Your check was especially an answer to prayer 
this month as a large dental hill and car repairs re­
ally ruined our budget. The church has always been 
so good to us down through nearly 59 years.
. . . Your check was providential. This has been a dif­
ficu lt year. The Church and its needs always came 
first in our years o f ministry and now it is nice to re­
ceive this extra care from those we have served.

The “ B a s ic” Pension Plan and  related services are 
made possible through the Pensions and Benefits Fund 
received from local churches on participating districts. 
Your c h u rc h ’s paym ent o f  its Fund am oun t  is essen­
tial to keep your Pensions and Benefits  Fund in action.

BOARD OF 
PEN SIO N S AND BENEFITS USA

Church of the Nazarene •  6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131-1284
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orship, evangelism , nurture, and service— the four 
tasks o f  the church. Service is not optional. Maxie 
D unnam  was right, "A  spirituality that does not 
lead to active ministry  becom es an indulgent p re ­
occupation  with self, and therefore grieves the 
Holy Spirit and violates the presence o f  the in­
dwelling  C hris t” (A live in C hrist, 53). M other 
Teresa put it this way, “There is too m uch  talk . . .  
Take a broom  and clean so m e o n e ’s house. That 

says en o u g h ” (Som eth ing  B eau tifu l fo r  G od, 118).
John  W esley declared, “ I do not acknow ledge him  to have one 

grain o f  faith w ho is not continually  . . . willing to spend and be 
spent in doing all good  . . .  to all m en "  (Letters, I. 239). Phineas Bre- 
see, in 1901, wrote in the N azarene M essenger  (ancestor to the H er­
a ld  o f  H o liness), “The ev idence o f  the presence o f  Jesus in our midst 
is that we bear  the gospel, primarily, to the poor." Later he added, "I 
may have faith that m oves m ounta ins , and if 1 lack the great love that 
stoops to lift m en, I am nothing— no th in g .”

Poverty  has reached  critical d im ensions at a time when m any 
Christians seem  co-opted by consum erism  and self-interest. The time 
is ripe for us to reclaim  our biblical, W esleyan, and Nazarene h e r­
itage and offer ourselves to “ spend and be spent” for the poor. Now 
is no time to forget that Jesus notices any w ho give a cup o f  cold w a­
ter in His nam e (M ark 9:41). N ow  is not the time to forget J e su s ’ 
words at judg m en t ,  “ Inasm uch as you did it to one o f  the least o f  
these M y brethren, you did  it to M e ” (M atthew  25:40, NKJV).

Thus we highlight on the pages that fo llow  (am ong the m any 
ways that Christians serve G od) four w om en  who offer cups o f  cold 
water in Je su s ' nam e through N azarene  com passionate  ministries. 
They are not celebrities. T hey  w ork behind the scenes. Let them rep­
resent the thousands o f  N azarene  volunteers w ho have helped lift our 
com passionate  ministries to new  heights in recent years.

T he stories o f  Faye, D onna, Helen, and Bev were collected by 
Rev. John  Hay, Jr., pastor  o f  the Shepherd  C om m unity  Church  o f  the 
Nazarene, Indianapolis.

R ichard  H. Heeren

L oose the chains o f  injustice and  untie  
the cords o f  the yoke  . . .  se t the o p ­
p ressed  fre e  . . . share yo u r fo o d  with  
the hungry . . . p rovide the p o o r  w a n ­
derer w ith shelter— w hen you  see the 
naked, . . . c lo the him . . . . Then you  
w ill call, and  the L ord  w ill answ er . . . 
H ere am  I.

(Isaiah 58:6-7, 9, NIV)



It Worked for Faye. . .
F i r s t  F a y e  l o s t  h e r  j o b .

N e x t ,  sh e  a n d  h e r  f a m i ly  
w e r e  e v i c te d  f ro m  th e  h o u s e  
t h e y  w e r e  r e n t i n g .  S h e  a n d  

h e r  h u s b a n d ,  J a m e s ,  lo o k e d  e v e r y ­
w h e r e .  E v e r y  l a n d lo r d  d e m a n d e d  
a  “ f i r s t  a n d  la s t  m o n t h ” d e p o s i t .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  w a y  t h e y  c o u l d  
m e e t  t h a t  d e m a n d  o n  t h e  w a g e s  
J a m e s  e a r n e d  a s  a  j a n i to r .  T h e r e  
w a s  n o  p l a c e  t o  g o .  F a y e  a n d  
J a m e s  B r o o k s  a n d  th e i r  b o y s ,  J a ­
son  a n d  W il l ia m ,  j o in e d  th e  r a n k s  
o f  the  e m p lo y e d  h o m e le s s .

T h a t  m u s t  h a v e  s e e m e d  l ike  ju s t  
o n e  m o r e  b l u d g e o n  b l o w  f r o m  a 
life  th a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  d e a l t  F a y e  a 
lo n g  s e r ie s  o f  k n o c k o u t  p u n c h e s .  
A s  a  c h i ld ,  h e r  a b u s iv e  f a th e r  r e ­
p e a te d ly  b ea t  h e r  a n d  h e r  m o the r .  
F a y e  f in a l ly  left  h o m e  a n d  m a r r ie d  
th e  " w r o n g  m a n . "  H e  b r u t a l i z e d  
h e r  as  h e r  f a th e r  h a d  d o n e .  H e  w a s  
a n  a l c o h o l i c  a n d  a  c r a c k  a d d i c t .  
W h y  w o u ld  F a y e  e v e r  m a r r y  su c h  
a  m a n ?  "I  j u s t  w a n te d  s o m e o n e  to  
lo v e  m e ,” sh e  sa id .  “ N o  o n e  e v e r  
h a d . ”

F a y e  s o o n  b e g a n  to  in d u lg e  in 
s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  b e h a v i o r  h e r s e l f .  
S h e  f o l lo w e d  h e r  s e l f - d e s t r u c t iv e  
u rg e s  in to  b u l im ia ,  a “ f o o d a h o l i c "  
sh e  c a l le d  h e rse lf .  H e r  s e l f - e s te e m  
e v a p o r a te d  a l to g e th e r .  T h re e  t im e s  
sh e  tr ied  to  kill  h e r se lf .  O n c e ,  a f ­
te r  h e r  f o r m e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  n e a r ly  
c h o k e d  h e r  to  d e a t h ,  s h e  o v e r ­
d o s e d  a n d  n e a r ly  f in i s h e d  the  jo b .  
T h e  d o c t o r s  c o u l d  h a r d l y  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  h o w  sh e  s u r v iv e d .  F o o k i n g  
b a c k ,  F a y e  s a y s ,  " G o d  j u s t  
w o u l d n ’t le t  m e  d ie .”

A n d  n o w  F a y e  a n d  h e r  n e w  
h u s b a n d ,  a  C h r i s t i a n  m a n ,  w e r e  
h o m e le s s .  W h a t  n e x t?

S o m e o n e  t o ld  t h e m  a b o u t  th e  
N e w  B e g in n in g s  p r o g r a m  at C o m ­
m o n  G r o u n d  M in i s t r i e s ,  a  N a z a ­
r e n e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  m i n i s t r y  in  
d o w n t o w n  C i n c i n n a t i .  C o m m o n  
G r o u n d  m i n i s t e r s  p r i n c i p a l l y  to  
t w o - p a r e n t ,  h o m e l e s s  f a m i l i e s  in 
th e  C i n c i n n a t i  a r e a .  “ W e  b e l i e v e

in C h r i s t i a n  m a r r i a g e  a n d  th e  f a m ­
i ly ,” e x p l a i n s  p a s t o r  D e n n i s  D a l ­
to n ,  “ s o  t h e y  h a v e  to  b e  l e g a l l y  
m a r r i e d . ” C o m m o n  G r o u n d  p r o ­
v id e s  t r a n s i t io n a l  h o u s in g  fo r  s u c h  
f a m i l ie s .  T h e  v o lu n te e r s  a n d  s ta f f  
a l s o  o f f e r  t u t o r i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  
la tc h k e y  c a re ,  a n d  a  te e n  m in i s t r y  
c a l le d  “ B u m  R a p ,” w h ic h  e m p h a ­
s iz e s  C h r i s t i a n  s t a n d a r d s ,  s e l f - e s ­
te e m ,  a th le t i c  a c t iv i t i e s ,  a n d  h e lp  
w i t h  s c h o o l  w o r k .  C G M ’s f o o d  
an d  c lo th in g  m in i s t r y  s e rv e s  s o m e  
3 0 0  f a m i l ie s  p e r  m o n th .

T h e  a im  o f  C o m m o n  G r o u n d  is 
n o t  m e r e ly  to  m i n i s t e r  to  t e m p o ­
ra ry  h u m a n  n e e d s ,  b u t  to  p r e p a r e  
p e o p l e  to  m a k e  it o n  t h e i r  o w n .  
A f t e r  c l i e n t s  r e c e iv e  a id  at C G M  
f o u r  t i m e s ,  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  
t a k e  a c l a s s  o n  m o n e y  a n d  f o o d  
s t a m p  m a n a g e m e n t .  A f t e r  t h e  
s ix th  v is i t ,  th e y  m u s t  ta k e  a  c la s s  
o n  h e a l th  a n d  n u tr i t io n .  T w o  h o u r s  
a  w e e k  o f  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e  in  a 
C G M  p r o g r a m  is e x p e c t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  e i g h t h  v i s i t .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  
s p o n s o r  o f  C G  is t h e  S o u t h w e s t  
I n d i a n a  D is t r i c t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  
th e  N a z a r e n e .  T h e  w o r k  c o u ld  no t 
e x i s t  w i th o u t  d i s t r ic t  s u p p o r t ,  y e t  
m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  m u s t  
p r o v i d e  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  o w n  sa la ry .  
W o u l d  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  d e d i c a t e d  
C h r i s t i a n s  p r o v id e  th e  n e w  b e g i n ­
n i n g  s o  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d e d  b y  
F a y e  a n d  h e r  f a m i ly ?

Y e s ,  i n d e e d .  F a y e  a n d  J a m e s  
o c c u p y  o n e  o f  t h e  C G M  a p a r t ­
m e n t s .  T h e y  a t t e n d  th e  r e l i g i o u s  
s e rv ic e s .  C G M  a r r a n g e d  fo r  n e e d ­
e d  c o u n s e l i n g  f o r  o n e  o f  F a y e ’s 
s o n s .  F a y e  a n d  J a m e s  t o o k  t h e  
c o u r s e  in  m o n e y  m a n a g e m e n t .  
T h o u g h  d e e p  in  d e b t  w h e n  th e y  
c a m e ,  “ W e  a r e  n o w  t o t a l l y  d e b t  
f r e e ,” e x u l t e d  F ay e .

F a y e  h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  d e d i c a t e d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
v o lu n te e r s  at C G M .  S h e  w o r k s  in

C om m on G round's Faye Brooks doing w hat 
she does best— help ing  others.

t h e  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  m i n i s t r y ,  
p e r f o r m s  f i le  c l e r k  d u t ie s ,  h an d le s  
m a i l i n g s ,  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a  f r i e n d  
a n d  in f o r m a l  c o u n s e l o r  to  p e o p le  
w h o  c o m e  fo r  h e lp .  F a y e  s p o k e  of 
o n e  “ m e n t a l l y  s l o w ” y o u n g  
w o m a n .  “ I j u s t  f e l t  d r a w n  to  her. 
S h e  w a s  n e r v o u s  a n d  s c a r e d ,  and 
h e r  b o y f r i e n d  b e a t  h e r  u p  al l  the 
t im e ,” F a y e  sa id .  “ S h e  w a s  try ing  
to  k n o w  th e  F o rd .  I to o k  t im e  of­
te n  to  e x p la in  th e  B ib le  to  her. She 
s a i d  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  k n o w n  w h a t  
th e  B i b l e  t a u g h t .  T h r o u g h  G o d ’s 
g r a c e ,  s h e  is in a  lo t  b e t t e r  s i tu a ­
t io n  now . W e  still k e e p  in to u c h ."

“ F a y e  is n o  lo n g e r  ju s t  a  r e c e iv ­
e r , ” d e c l a r e s  h e r  p a s t o r  a t  C G M .  
D e n n i s  D a l to n .  “ S h e  h a s  b e c o m e  
an  e m p o w e r e d  g iv e r . ”

“ D o  y o u  lo v e  th e  L o rd ,  F a y e ? ” 
I a s k e d  h e r .  “ O h ,  y e s  I d o , ” she 
sa id .  “ H e  h a s  h e a le d  m e  p h y s ic a l ­
ly  a n d  sp ir i tu a l ly .  H e  h a s  g iv e n  me 
h o p e  a n d  a  p u r p o s e  in life .  H e  is 
w o r t h y  to  be  p r a i s e d . ”

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  f u t u r e  h o ld  for 
y o u ,  F a y e ?

“ L e t  m e  te l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g , ” 
sh e  s a id  to  m e ,  a n d  the  j o y  in her 
v o ic e  c a m e  th r o u g h  c le a r ly  on  the 
t e l e p h o n e  l i n e .  " L a s t  n i g h t  m y 
h u s b a n d  a n d  I s ig n e d  a c o n t ra c t  to 
b u y  a  h o u s e .  T h a n k s  to  G o d  and 
C G M ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  in  o u r  
l iv e s ,  w e  a re  h o m e o w n e r s . "
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Meet Donna of Care Unlimited
O ne  o f  th e  m o s t  e n th u s ia s t i c  

v o lu n te e r s  at C a r e  U n l i m i t ­
e d  in D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o ,  is 
D o n n a  G r e e n .  O n e  r e a s o n  

fo r  th a t  is th a t  w h e n  D o n n a  a n d  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  M a r k ,  w e r e  d o w n  
and ou t,  th e  C a r e  U n l im i t e d  p e o ­
ple r e a c h e d  o u t  to  th e m .

H o m e l e s s  in  P h o e n i x ,  t h e  
G reens  c o u ld  f in d  n o  w o rk  a n d  n o  
h e l p .  T h e y  s l e p t  in  t h e  o p e n  
desert,  s o m e t im e s  
under  a  b r id g e ,  to  
e s c a p e  A r i z o n a ’s 
A ugus t  hea t .

T h e y  h e a d e d  
for  D e n v e r ,  h o p ­
ing fo r  a t u r n  o f  
fo r tu n e .  F o r  s e v ­
era l n i g h t s ,  t h e y  
slept in a  c h u r c h  
p a r k i n g  lo t .  B u t  
th e  p o l i c e  r a n  
them  off.

O n e  day , a g a s  s ta t io n  a t te n d a n t  
told th e m  a b o u t  C a r e  U n l i m i t e d .  
“ It 's  run  b y  th e  N a z a r e n e  c h u r c h .  
They h e lp  p e o p l e , ” h e  sa id .  D o n n a  
and M a rk  f o u n d  th a t  th e  g a s  s t a ­
t io n  a t t e n d a n t  w a s  t e l l i n g  t h e  
truth. P a s to r  S te p h e n  R e s h e t a r  let 
them s le ep  in th e  f e l l o w s h i p  hall .  
" T h e  p e o p l e  a t  C a r e  U n l i m i t e d  
were the m o s t  w a r m ,  f r ie n d ly ,  c a r ­
in g  p e o p l e  w e  h a d  e v e r  m e t , "  
D o n n a  s a i d .  “ T h e y  w e r e  n o t  
b u rned  o u t  w i th  th e  p r o b l e m s  o f  
p e o p l e  in  t r o u b l e .  T h e y  r e a l l y  
ca red  f o r  us .  T h a n k  G o d . "  C a r e  
U nlim ited  h e lp e d  M a rk ,  a c a b in e t  
maker, f ind  a  jo b .  S o o n ,  b o th  the  
G re e n s  b e c a m e  e n e r g e t i c  v o l u n ­
teers  at C a r e  U n l i m i t e d ,  a n d  o n  
Valentines D a y  1993 , th e y  jo i n e d  
the G ra ce  C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e ,  
the chu rch  o u t  o f  w h ic h  C a re  U n ­
limited o p e ra te s .

C are  U n l im i te d  w a s  c r e a te d  by 
the D e n v e r  a r e a  N a z a r e n e  M i n i s ­
te r i a l  A l l i a n c e .  T h e  m i n i s t e r s  
w a n te d  to  c o o p e r a t e  a n d  o f f e r  
ministry to  the  p o o r  a n d  h o m e le s s .  
Grace C h u rc h ,  lo c a te d  in a  “ p o o r ”

p a r t  o f  th e  city , h a d  a  v a c a n t  p a r ­
s o n a g e .  T h e  D e n v e r  N a z a r e n e  
c h u r c h e s  r e f u r b i s h e d  t h e  o l d  
b u i ld i n g  a n d  s to c k e d  it as  a f o o d  
a n d  c lo th in g  b an k .

T h r o u g h  th e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  b y  
th e  C o l o r a d o  D is t r ic t ,  the  D e n v e r  
a r e a  c h u r c h e s ,  th e  l o c a l  c h u r c h ,  
a n d  the  c o m m u n i ty ,  C a re  U n l im i t ­
ed  n o w  o f fe rs  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  s e r ­
v ices .

T h e  s t a f f  d i s t r i b u t e s  f o o d  a n d  
c l o t h i n g  to  s o m e  4 2 0  f a m i l i e s ,  
a b o u t  1 ,5 0 0  p e r s o n s  p e r  m o n t h .  
T h e y  a l so  o f fe r  ren t  a n d  u t i l i ty  a s ­
s is ta n c e  as  th e y  a re  ab le .

T h e y  o f fe r  c o m p u t e r  a n d  ty p in g  
t r a in in g  c l a s s e s  f o u r  o r  f iv e  n ig h ts  
a  w e e k .  S o m e  35 s tu d e n ts  a re  n o w  
e n r o l l e d .  T h e s e  c l a s s e s  a r e  a l l  
t a u g h t  by  v o lu n te e r  te a c h e rs .

C a r e  U n l i m i t e d  a l s o  m i n i s t e r s  
t h r o u g h  a  S a t u r d a y  K i d s  C l u b  
w h i c h  o f f e r s  B ib le  s tu d y  a s  w e l l  
a s  p u p p e t  s h o w s ,  m u s i c ,  a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n .  M o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  k i d s  
p a r t ic ip a te .

C o u n s e l in g  on  e v e r y th in g  f ro m  
m o n e y  m a n a g e m e n t  to  h o w  to  g e t  
s a v e d  is o f f e r e d  th r o u g h  th e  p a s ­
t o r ’s o f f ice .

P a s t o r  R e s h e t a r  s a y s  th a t  t h e y  
a r e  s t a r t i n g  t w o  n e w  p r o g r a m s .  
O n e  is an  a f te r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  o f  
t u t o r i n g ,  l i f e  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  
C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t io n  f o r  e l e m e n ta r y

Donna G reen at the Care U n lim ited  
com puter.

c h i ld r e n  in the  a rea .  T h e  o th e r  is a  
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  fo r  h ig h  sc h o o l  
d ro p o u ts .

D o n n a  G r e e n  t o o k  a c o u r s e  in 
c o m p u te r s  o f fe re d  in the  p ro g ra m .  
S h e  h a s  b e c o m e  v e ry  g o o d  at tha t 
k in d  o f  w o rk .  S h e  v o lu n te e r s  f ive  
o r  s ix  d a y s  a w e e k ,  a n d  h a s  n o w  
c o m p u te r i z e d  all the  C a re  U n l i m ­
ited  r e c o rd s .  S h e  a l so  d o e s  v o lu n ­
te e r  w o rk  at th e  r e c e p t io n  cen te r .

“ S h e  e n j o y s  t h e  
p e o p le  w h o  c o m e  
f o r  h e l p . ” s a y s  
P a s t o r  S t e v e ,  
“ s h e  t r e a t s  t h e m  
w ith  r e s p e c t . ” 

B o t h  D o n n a  
a n d  M a rk  b e l ie v e  
w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  
tha t  G o d  d i r e c te d  
th e m  to  C a re  U n ­
l i m i t e d .  " G r a c e  
C h u r c h  a n d  C a r e  

U n l im i t e d  fee l  th a t  w a y  to o , ” r e ­
p o r ts  P a s to r  R e she ta r .

H e lp in g  o th e rs  g iv e s  the  G re e n s  
d e e p  s a t is f a c t io n  an d  f il ls  the  n e e d  
to  b e  a p a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r  
th a n  th e m s e lv e s .  “ W e sa lu te  D o n ­
n a  a n d  M a r k , ” s a y s  R e sh e ta r ,  " a n d  
a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h e l p  th e  
c h u r c h  b e  the  c h u r c h . ”

D onna has been  on both sides of the

"HELPER-HELPED” EQUATION. THEREFORE SHE HAS 
A DEEP RESPECT FOR ALL WHO NEED ASSISTANCE.
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Drawn to the Vision
b y  John H ay, Jr., Pastor; Shepherd Community Church of the Nazarene, Indianapolis, Indiana

E a c h  W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  
r a in  o r  s h in e ,  H e le n  G o la y  
d r i v e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y  t o  
S h e p h e r d  C o m m u n i t y .  S h e  

j o in s  a b o u t  3 0  fa i th fu l  v o lu n te e r s  
w h o  g a t h e r  e a c h  w e e k  to  e x t e n d  
C h r i s t ’s c o m p a s s i o n  to  in n e r - c i ty  
n e ig h b o rs .

A s  a n  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  H e l e n  w i l l  
s h a r e  w o r d s  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  
p ra y e rs  o f  h o p e  w ith  a b o u t  15 d i f ­
f e r e n t  p e o p le  th is  w e e k .  S h e  w ill  
t ry  to  d i s c e r n  e a c h  p e r s o n ' s  c r i t i ­
ca l  n e e d s ,  th e n  o f fe r  c lo th in g ,  g r o ­
c e r ie s ,  a n d  o th e r  n e c e s s i t ie s .  A n d  
s h e ’s b e e n  d o i n g  it  f o r  s e v e n  
y ea rs .

W h a t ’s m o re ,  H e le n  is 82  y e a rs  
y o u n g .  A  w id o w  o f  2 0  y e a r s ,  s h e ’s 
th e  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n — all 
l i v i n g  in  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  a  g r a n d ­
m o t h e r  to  12, a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d ­
m o th e r  17 t im es .  S h e  sa y s ,  " I  feel 
b le s s e d ! ”

H e le n  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  S h e p ­
h e r d  C o m m u n i t y ’s c o m p a s s i o n a te  
m in i s t r y  d u r in g  its f o r m i n g  d a y s .  
S h e  a t t e n d s  W e s t s i d e  C h u r c h  o f  
the  N a z a r e n e ,  w h e r e  she  h a s  b e e n  
a  m e m b e r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  6 0  y e a r s  
a n d  s e rv e d  as  o rg an is t .  H e r  pas to r ,  
J. K .  W a r r i c k ,  a n d  a n  a s s o c i a t e  
m i n i s t e r ,  D e a n  C o w l e s ,  b e g a n  
t a lk in g  a b o u t  s ta r t in g  a  m in i s t ry  o f  
c o m p a s s i o n  in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  
city.

“ A s  th e y  s h a r e d  th e i r  v i s i o n , "  
sh e  says ,  “ I felt  d r a w n  to  it, a n d  I 
w a n te d  to  b e  a p a r t  o f  th e  v is io n  in 
t h e  c i t y . ”  T h a t  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  
d r a w n  g o t  H e le n  in v o lv e d  a n d  has  
k e p t  h e r  c o m m i t t e d  to  h e lp  m a k e  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  in l iv e s  t h r o u g h  th e s e  
s e v e n  years .

" I  fee l d r a w n  to  S h e p h e r d  C o m ­
m u n i ty  a n d  ju s t  b e lo n g ,  l ike  I b e ­
lo n g  at S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a n d  m o r n ­
in g  w o r s h i p  at m y  o w n  c h u r c h , ” 
sh e  sa y s .  “ 1 fee l  S h e p h e r d  C o m ­
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m u n i ty  is a  m in i s t r y  o f  G o d . ”
S h e p h e r d  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  

o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  o f f e r s  a w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  in J e s u s ’ n a m e  
to  th e  n e e d y  o f  I n d ia n a p o l i s .  T h e  
“ C o m p a s s i o n a t e  C a r e ” p r o g r a m  
m in i s te r s  t h r o u g h  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h ­
in g  d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  f in a n c ia l  a id .

U n d e r  “ C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t io n , ”  it 
s p o n s o r s  K i d s '  C l u b s ,  h o m e w o r k  
l a b s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  y o u t h ,  s u m ­
m e r  d a y  c a m p s ,  a d u l t  b a s ic  e d u c a ­
t io n  c o u r s e s ,  a l c o h o l  a n d  d r u g  r e ­
c o v e r y  a n d  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s ,  a n d  
p a r e n t in g  c la sse s .

In the  a r e a  o f  “ c o m m u n i t y  j u s ­
t i c e , ” a m o n g  o t h e r  th in g s ,  S h e p ­
h e r d  C o m m u n i t y  w o r k s  t o  i m ­
p ro v e  h o u s in g  fo r  th e  p o o r  a n d  is 
th e  s i te  fo r  th e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  D a y  
C e n t e r ,  a  d a y t i m e  r e f u g e  f o r  
h o m e l e s s  p e o p l e .  A b o u t  1 8 0  
h o m e le s s  p e o p le  u se  th e  c e n te r  as  
a  p la c e  to  g e t  a  m e a l ,  a  b a th ,  w a sh  
c l o t h e s ,  a n d  s t o r e  t h e i r  f e w  b e ­
lo n g in g s .  A l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a re  d o c ­
t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
c o u n s e l o r s ,  j o b  t r a i n i n g  c o u n ­
s e lo r s ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m a n y  
so c ia l  s e rv ic e  r e s o u r c e s  in the  city.

T h e s e  s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e  m a n y  
v o lu n te e r s .  H e le n  G o la y  is o n e  o f  
th e  m o s t  f a i t h f u l  o f  t h i s  c o r p  o f  
u n s u n g  h e ro e s .

N o t  o n ly  h a s  H e le n  h e lp e d  o t h ­
e rs ,  b u t  h e r  life  h a s  b e e n  to u c h e d  
by  a  n u m b e r  o f  h o u s e d  a n d  h o m e ­
l e s s  n e i g h b o r s  s h e  h a s  w o r k e d  
w i th  at S h e p h e r d  C o m m u n i ty .

H e l e n  r e a d i l y  d i s m i s s e s  a n y  
h in t  o f  n o to r ie ty  fo r  h e r  p a r t  in the  
m in is t ry ,  a lw a y s  p o in t in g  o u t  tha t  
i t ’s j u s t  b a s ic  to  C h r i s t i a n  l iv in g .  
S h e  d e c la re s ,  “ I f  y o u  a re  n o t  s a c r i ­
f ic in g  a pa r t  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  th e n  y o u  
c a n n o t  g r o w  in C h r is t .  It is a  p a r t  
o f  g r o w i n g  as  a  C h r is t ia n  to  g iv e  
o f  o u r s e lv e s  o n  a  d a i ly  b a s i s . ”

A s  H e le n  c r o s s e s  th e  c i ty  e a c h

w e e k ,  h e r  life  is b e in g  b le s s e d  by 
t h o s e  s h e  s e e k s  to  b e  a  b le s s in g  
un to .  A n d ,  u n d o u b te d ly ,  a t  82 ,  she 
is sti ll  g r o w i n g  in C h r is t .

H elen  G olay , 82  years  young and a 
d ed ica ted  vo lu n tee r at Shepherd  
C om m unity, In d ian a p o lis .

W h o  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f o r e s e e  t h e  i 
i n c r e d i b l e  g r o w t h  o f  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  c o m -  r  

p a s s i o n  w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  N a z i -  
r e n e s  a r o u n d  o u r  t r o u b l e d  w o r l d ?  H e r e  a r e  
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s :
1. Good S am aritan  Churches

I n  1 9 9 2 ,  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  Initiatecr 
a  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  R e c o g n i t i o n  p ro ­
g r a m .  S e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  l o c a l  N a z a r e n e  c o n g r e ­
g a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  “ G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  
C h u r c h e s . "  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  lo­
c a l  c h u r c h e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  p e o p l e .  M a n y  
o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n  s h o r t - t e r m  
e m e r g e n c y  a s s i s t a n c e  s u c h  a s  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f . r  
O t h e r  c h u r c h e s  h a v e  o r g a n i z e d  o n g o i n g  p ro ­
g r a m s  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i th­
i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A n y  l o c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
c u r r e n t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  t h e  e c o n o m ­
i c a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  t h e  office 
o f  N a z a r e n e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  f o r  in­
f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  b e c o m e  a  G o o d  S a m a r i ­
t a n  C h u r c h .
2. Com passionate M in istries Centers

A  s e c o n d  l e v e l  o f  r e s p o n s e  t o  h u r t i n g  peo p le '  
i s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  i re 
n o w  b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  “ C o m p a s s i o n a t e  Min-.,  
i s t r i e s  C e n t e r s . ”  T h e s e  a r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h '  
h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  m i n i s t r y  
w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a  s e p a r a t e  l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e  b e -  - 
y o n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h .  W h i l e  G o o d

The Nazarene Comp



Bev Crossley and The Sharing Place
by  G ena B yers an d  F rank  K lassen

E ach on e  sh o u ld  use w h a te v e r  
g if t  h e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  to  s e rv e  
others, fa ith fu lly  adm in istering  
G o d 's  g r a c e  in  i ts  v a r io u s  

fo rm s  (1 Peter 4:10, NIV).
This s c r ip tu re  fits  Bev C ro s s le y  

who has been  a C hr is t ian  s ince she 
was seven years old. She was raised 
in A u ro ra ,  O n ta r io ,  in a N a z a r e n e  
ho m e .  Bev l e f t  h o m e  to  s tu d y  at 
Canadian N azarene College  in W in ­
nipeg, Manitoba. After two years, she 
received the d ip lom a in chu rchm an-  
ship. She has put what she learned at 
CNC to good use.

Bev is an a s s is ta n t  m a n a g e r  in a 
publishing company. Even though the 
job is very dem anding , she has been 
loyal and generous in volunteering to 
serve at The Sharing  Place from the 
beginning.

The S h a r in g  P lace  is a C o m p a s ­
sionate Ministry o f  the C hurch o f  the 
Nazarene. It offers service and sup ­
port to the w h o le  p e rso n  u n d e r  the 
umbrella of  a food and clothing bank.

T h e  m in is t ry -  o p e r a t e s  o u t  o f  the  
Toronto  G race  C hurch  o f  the N a z a ­
rene. Rev. Frank Klassen is the pas­
tor. The doors  o f  The Sharing Place 
opened in 1989 with only six families 
com ing for help. But the ministry has 
g row n. N ow  140 fam ilies  per  week 
receive assistance.

Bev started as a volunteer and soon 
becam e a board m em ber  as well. She 
and her m other  are our longest stand-

B e v  c r o s s l e y  h a s  b e e n  
VOLUNTEERING AT THE SHARING  

PLACE LONGER THAN ANYONE ELSE—  
EXCEPT HER MOTHER.

ing volunteers. One of  Bev 's  most ad ­
mirable qualities is her willingness to 
s e r v e  in a n y  c a p a c i t y .  W h a t e v e r  
needs to be done, you can count on

Bev. She regularly leads the worship 
service, but she also bags food, inter­
v iew s c l ien ts ,  reg is te rs  peop le ,  and 
distributes clothing.

"W hen  1 first began volunteering, I 
ex p e c ted  to  be m in is te r ing  to d e r e ­
licts,” Bev says, "but instead 1 meet 
p e o p le  w ith  w h o m  I h a v e  a lot in 
co m m o n .  T h rough  no fau lt  o f  the ir  
ow n, they  need  food  or  c lo th ing  or 
other services that The Sharing Place 
offers.”

In spite o f  w ork ing  all day, c o m ­
muting an hour each way, and vo lun­
teering for four hours, Bev 's  reaction 
each time is “ I ’m glad I cam e to The 
Sharing Place.”

B e v ’s m o t i v a t i o n  is to  s e rv e  as 
C h r is t  has se rved .  She a lw a y s  d is ­
p lays a C hris t l ike  nature ,  expect ing  
n o th in g  in re tu rn .  G o d  has b le ssed  
her, and she wants to be a blessing to 
o th e r s .  B ev  C r o s s l e y  e x e m p l i f i e s  
w hat it m eans to serve accord ing  to 
our own Wesleyan tradition.

mate Ministries Network C om passionate M in is tr ie s  C en ters
S a m a r i t a n  C h u r c h e s  w o r k  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  v o l u n ­
t e e r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  v e r y  l i m i t e d  b u d g e t s  p r o ­
v i d e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  
M i n i s t r i e s  C e n t e r s  a r e  n o n p r o f i t ,  t a x - e x e m p t ,  
c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  s e p a r a t e  
b o a r d s ,  p a i d  s t a f f ,  a n d  b u d g e t s .  T h e  c o m b i n e d  
1 9 9 2  b u d g e t s  o f  t h e  5 1  r e c o g n i z e d  C o m p a s ­
s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  C e n t e r s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
U S A  a n d  C a n a d a  w a s  $ 2 8 , 4 3 1 , 9 3 4 !  A s  o f  t h i s  
w r i t i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  6 0  r e c o g n i z e d  C o m p a s ­
s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  C e n t e r s  i n  t h e  U S A  a n d  
C a n a d a ,  w i t h  1 5  a d d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  b e i n g  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  n e t w o r k .

S p a c e  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  e v e n  a  b r i e f  o v e r v i e w  
o f  a  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o u t ­
s i d e  o f  t h e  U S A  a n d  C a n a d a .  B y  a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a s  m a n y  G o o d  S a m a r i ­
t a n  C h u r c h e s  a n d  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  
C e n t e r s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  o u t s i d e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  
a s  h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  w i t h i n  t h e  U S  a n d  
C a n a d a .

W h e r e  w i l l  a l l  o f  t h i s  “ C o m p a s s i o n ”  t a k e  u s ?  
H o p e f u l l y ,  r i g h t  b a c k  t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e .  A n y o n e  w h o  h a s  s t u d ­
i e d  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  c h u r c h  k n o w s  t h e  
p a s s i o n  f o r  c o m p a s s i o n  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u n d ­
i n g  f a t h e r s  f e l t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  h u r t i n g  a n d  
a l o n e .  I t  i s  e x c i t i n g  t o  s e e  N a z a r e n e s  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e i r  r o o t s .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  w e  a r e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  w h i c h  J e s u s  s a w  a s  s o  v e r y  i m p o r ­
t a n t  w h e n  H e  r e m i n d e d  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  i n  1 J o h n

United States and Canada  
19 9 2

3 : 1 8 ,  “ D e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  l e t  u s  n o t  l o v e  w i t h  w o r d s  
o r  t o n g u e  b u t  w i t h  a c t i o n s  a n d  i n  t r u t h ”  ( N I V ) .

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p  r e ­
s p o n d  t o  h u m a n  n e e d  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  c o m p a s s i o n ,

p l e a s e  w r i t e  f o r  a  f r e e  N C M  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p a c k e t :  
N a z a r e n e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  
6 4 0 1  T h e  P a s e o ,  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M O  6 4 1 3 1  

— Steve W eber
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PROFILE

NAME:
Rev. Maureen H. Box

NTS:

CURRENT MINISTRY ASSIGNMENT:
Minister of Christian Education 
and Outreach, First Church of 
Nazarene, Upland, Calif.

PREVIOUS MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS:
M inistry  ass ignm en ts  on  A u s tra ­
lian, In te rm ounta in ,  Kansas City, 
a n d  L.A. Districts; Jun ior  Editor, 
N az a ren e  In ternational H e a d q u a r ­
ters; D irector of Training, L.A. Dis­
trict S un d ay  School M inistry Board.

ON MINISTRY:
"Since the Lord called m e w hen  1 was 
14 years old, there have always been 
open doors of ministry. I d idn 't  leave 
NTS with a suitcase of programs and 
m in is t r ie s ,  b u t  the  g re a te s t  lesson 
(learned from m y  major professor, Dr. 
Chet Galloway) has served m e well in 
ev e ry  as s ig n m e n t:  focus on  needs, 
and  create the ministry to meet those 
needs. Reaching to d a y 's  generation 
w ith  the gospel of Jesus Chris t  and 
equipping  the saints for the work of 
ministry  is the  h ighest calling in all 
the world."

To invest in the lives of those called into 
ministry in the Church of the Nazarene, 
please contact: Ron Galloway, 1700 E. 
M eyer Blvd., Kansas City, M 0  64131 
(816-333-6254; FAX: 816-333-6271).

N A Z A R E N E  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y

H e r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s



lillenas

Songs o f
Worship,
Hymns,
and
Gospel
Classics

i s e  H i s  N a m  e

with the OLD'and NEW

Praise the King of Heaven
)

Arranged by Tom Fettke
21 selections from the new Sing to the Lord 
hymnal are brought together in one inspira­
tional collection. Consisting of both new and 
familiar hymns, this recording will minister 
to the hearts of all who listen. Titles include:
“God Leads Us Along”; “The Church’s One 
Foundation”; “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”; “Find 
Us Faithful”; “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”;
“What a Day That Will Be”; “Be Thou My Vision”; “His Name 
Is Wonderful.” Books, accompaniment recordings, and orches­
trations are available for your church choir.
HHTA-9150C Stereo Cassette $12.98
HHDC-9150 Compact Disc $14.98

To Order Call: J-0 U0 -0 "/"/-0 yU0

77/^ /j o o  P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y



Sure, they may be 
old-fashioned 

questions, 
but they’re valid 
IF.M today.

L e t  u s  h e lp  y o u  p la n  y o u r  e s ta t e .

Planned G iving • 1-800-544-8413

A s titch  in tim e  saves nine.

A penny saved is a penny earned. 

Idle hands are the  devil’s tools.

NO YES

Old-fashioned words? Q  Q
Still true today? 0  [V]

Bring ye all the  tith e s  in to  
the  storehouse.

Give and i t  shall be given to  you.

Lay not up fo r yourself treasures 
on earth.

Old-fashioned words? Q  |jj
Still true today? Q  \Vj

Have you w ritte n  a w ill?

Have you rem em bered the  Lord’s 
w ork  in your estate plans?

Old-fashioned words? Q  |Vj
Still true today? Q  Q



Observer at Large

Sing to 
the Lord

John C. Bowling is president o f Olivet 
Nazarene University.

I ATTENDED A CONFERENCE re c e n tly  
w hich  h ad  a d is p la y  a re a  fo r  v en d o rs  
o f  re lig io u s  m a te r ia ls  an d  p ro d u c ts .
As I s topped briefly at a booth of  
worship resources, a young  salesm an 
said to me, “ Does your church use 
slides for congregational sing ing?” 

"N o ,"  I said.
"You 're  still using overheads, huh?” 
“No, not regularly .”
“So you pass out chorus sheets 

every w eek?”
“Well, no ,” I replied. “We have 

come up with a rather novel idea. We 
take a good  balance o f  songs, hymns, 
choruses, readings, and scriptures and 
have them  professionally  printed and 
bound and give one to every person 
to use as they w orsh ip .”

“Wow, every w eek?”
"T h a t’s right, we use it every week. 

This way, everyone can see the words 
clearly and even  reread a chorus or 
hymn later. Several people have their 
own personal copies .”

W hen  1 w ent on to tell him that I 
was talking about a hym nal,  he 
laughed and said, “ You got m e on 
that one .” But I d o n ' t  th ink I did.

One o f  the h ighlights o f  the G ener­
al A ssem bly  is the in troduction o f  our 
new N azarene hym nal.  S ing  to  the 
Lord. Som e o f  the m ost m oving  m o ­
ments o f  every assem bly  are when 
our church, gathered from  around the

world, jo ins  voices together  in 
singing. We are a singing church.

It was certainly that way where I 
grew up. The first song leader I re­
m em ber  was Therul Tittle. Therul was 
not a trained musician, but he certainly 
could lead the people o f  G od in song. 
He led effectively because he believed 
deeply what we sang about.

I can picture him with his head tilt­
ed slightly back so that his eyes 
looked not to us but toward heaven as 
we sang, “ Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God 
Almighty.” I rem em ber his enthusiasm 
as he led "Wonderful Grace o f  Jesus."

The people o f  G od are to be a 
singing, joyfu l people. S inging unites 
us, inspires us, and enables us to 
praise G od in ways not available to 
us in any other form. Jesus said of  
those w ho sang His praises as He en ­
tered Jerusalem: “ I tell you, . . .  if 
they keep quiet,  the stones will cry 
ou t” (Luke 19:40, NIV). The people 
o f  G od are to “ Sing to the 
L ord!”

Page by page in the 
Bible we read how  the 
m ighty  acts o f  G od are 
accom panied  by 
singing. The m orning 
stars sang together  at 
creation. The patri­
archs, psalmists, and 
prophets all led G o d ’s 
people in songs of  
praise.

W hen  the angel 
spoke to Mary, she sang, “ My soul 
glorifies the Lord, and my spirit re ­
jo ices  in G od  m y Savior” (Luke 1:46- 
47, NIV). On the night o f  the birth of  
Christ, the heavens filled with a 
mighty  chorus o f  angels singing 
“ Glory to G od  in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward m e n ” 
(Luke 2:14).

As Jesus finished the Last Supper 
with His disciples, the Bible says,

“W hen they had sung a hymn, they 
went out to the M ount o f  O lives” 
(M ark 14:26, NIV). Then to the G ar­
den and on to the Cross.

At the Cross there is a silent pause 
in the music, but even in the silence 
there was music in the making, and it 
broke forth on the first Easter Sunday 
morning. “He is not here! He is risen.”

The church began to sing in w or­
ship, in homes, in the streets, and 
even in jails. Across the centuries, the 
Spirit has repeatedly revived the 
church through music.

St. Francis knew  what it m eant to 
“ Sing to the Lord"  as he wrote, “All 
creatures o f  our G od and King, /  Lift 
up your voice and with us sing: A l­
leluia! Alleluia!”

Martin Luther sang: “A mighty 
Fortress is our God, /  A Bulwark nev­
er failing.” Then, with the preaching 
of  John Wesley, cam e the hymns of  
Charles Wesley. With D. L. M oody it 
was the music o f  Ira Sankey. W hen 
Dr. Bresee cam e along, Haldor L il­
lenas quickly followed.

The k ingdom  o f  G od is a kingdom 
set to music. This is not to imply that 
G od m akes life a cabaret. S inging is 
sometim es pitched in som ber tones 
and m inor keys. Some have dipped 
their pens in tears to write their m u ­

sic. But it is music just the same.
There are two aspects to holiness: 

doctrine and experience. The doctrine 
is the notation of  the music. The expe­
rience is the music itself. Paul writes, 
“ . . . be filled with the Spirit. Speak to 
one another with psalms, hym ns and 
spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:18-19, 
NIV). Holiness is not a single note or 
chord. It is a sym phony for life. So let 
us “Sing to the Lord!” tfc

The kingdom of God 
is a kingdom set to music.
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Nazarene Writers Conference 
JULY 27-30, 1994 

MidAmerica Nazarene College

Featuring
W e s  T ra c y — E dito r, H e ra ld  o f  H o liness  

B ill M y e rs — W rite r, M c G e e  a n d  M e  

G lo r ia  C h is h o lm — W riters D ig e s t  In s tru c to r, E d ito r 
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about the 1994 Nazarene Writers Conference
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Notes from an editor's journal 

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Dog Days

IT w a s  AN i c y  D e c e m b e r  m o r n in g ,  
a b o u t  10 d e g r e e s  a b o v e  z e r o  w ith  
th e  w in d  c h i l l .  1 w a s  s l i d i n g  m y  
w a y  d o w n  th e  d r iv e w a y  to  p ic k  u p  

th e  m o r n in g  p a p e r  a n d  th e r e  s h e  w a s —  
" D o g  L a d y .”

T h is  w o m a n  h a d  m o v e d  in to  th e  c o m e r  
h o u s e  o n  th e  c u l-d e -s a c  tw o  h o u s e s  d o w n  
f ro m  u s  a b o u t  s ix  m o n th s  e a r l i e r .  S h e  
d o e s n 't  l iv e  a lo n e . S h e  h a s  th is  m id -s iz e d , 
m ix e d - b re e d  d o g — g o ld e n  c o a te d  w ith  a 
s p l a s h  o f  w h i t e  a c r o s s  th e  n a p e  o f  h is  
n e c k — w h ic h  sh e  w a lk s  f a i th fu lly  tw ic e  a 
d a y .

O n  t h i s  m i s e r a b l y  
c o l d  m o r n ,  t h e r e  s h e  
w a s  ( a s  u s u a l )  b e i n g  
p u l le d  a lo n g  b y  h e r  d o g .
P e r h a p s  I s h o u ld  m e n ­
t i o n ,  s h e  is  n o  l i g h t ­
w e i g h t .  I f  s h e  a n d  I 
w e re  to  c l im b  o n  o p p o ­
s ite  e n d s  o f  a  t e e te r - to t ­
t e r ,  I w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  
s p e n d  m o s t  o f  m y  t im e  in  th e  a ir .  A n d  
y e t ,  th e r e  sh e  w a s , b e in g  d r a g g e d  d o w n  
th e  s t r e e t  b y  a  m u tt  o n e - fo u r th  h e r  s iz e .

1 w a s  in a  h u r ry  to  g e t  th e  p a p e r  a n d  r e ­
tu rn  to  th e  w a rm th  a n d  su r e fo o te d n e s s  o f  
th e  h o u se , so  I d id n 't  d a w d le . B u t a s  I g o t 
to  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  d r iv e  (w h e re  p a p e rb o y s  
s h o o t  f o r  w h e n e v e r  th e r e  is  sn o w  o r  ice  
o n  th e  g ro u n d )  I w a tc h e d  in  h o r ro r  a s  th e  
g o ld e n  d o g  d ra g g e d  th e  la d y  fo rw a rd . S h e  
la n d e d  h a rd , f a c e d o w n  in th e  s tre e t.

1 a s k e d  i f  I c o u ld  h e lp ,  i f  sh e  w a s  a ll 
r ig h t .  E m b a r r a s s e d  a n d  d i s h e v e le d ,  sh e  
a s s u re d  m e  th a t  sh e  w a s , t ry in g  to  g e t  to  
h e r  fe e t, a l th o u g h  th e  d o g  w a s  s till try in g  
to  d ra g  h e r  in  h is  d ire c tio n .

T h a t ’s  w h e n  I n o tic e d  th e  c o l la r  o n  th e  
d o g . I f  y o u  h a v e  ra is e d  a  d o g , y o u  k n o w  
th a t  th e r e  a re  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  c o l la r s .  
S o m e  d o g s  w o rk  w e ll w ith  a  s ta n d a rd  c o l ­
la r  m a d e  o f  le a th e r  o r  n y lo n . It lo o k s  lik e  
a  sm a ll b e lt . Y o u  fit it a ro u n d  th e  n e c k  o f  
y o u r  c a n in e ,  m a k e  su re  i t ’s c o m fo r ta b le ,  
s n a p  o n  th e  le a s h ,  a n d  t a k e  A s tr o  f o r  a 
w a lk . T h is  w o rk s  w e ll a s  lo n g  a s  th e  d o g  
is t r a in e d  o r  sm a ll.

T h e  o t h e r  k in d  o f  c o l l a r  is  u s e d  f o r  
t r a i n in g  o r  f o r  u n r u ly  d o g s  ( e s p e c ia l l y  
la rg e r  o n e s ) .  C a lle d  a  “ c h o k e ”  c o lla r ,  it is 
u s u a l ly  m a d e  o f  c h a in  ( a l t h o u g h  n y lo n  
o n e s  a re  a v a i la b le  fo r  sm a ll b re e d s ) .  It is 
d e s ig n e d  to  t ig h te n  i f  th e  d o g  p u lls  a w a y  
w ith o u t  p e r m is s io n  a s  a  r e m in d e r  to  th e  
d o g  th a t  h e  w il l  n o t b e  a b le  to  b re a th e  u n ­
le s s  h e  s ta y s  c lo s e  to  h is  m a s te r .  It is n o t

a n  in h u m a n e  th in g ,  b u t a  c l e v e r  d e v ic e  
th a t  h e lp s  te a c h  a  d o g  w h o  is b o ss .

M y  n e ig h b o r 's  d o g  w a s  w e a r in g  a  s ta n ­
d a r d  c o l l a r .  T h e  l a d y ’ s t u g g i n g  o n  it 
w o u ld  n o t  g r e a t l y  d i s c o m f o r t  th e  d o g ,  
c e r ta in ly  n o t  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  d o g  h a d  d is ­
c o m fo r te d  h is  m a s te r  th a t  d a y .

S in c e  th a t m o rn in g , I h a v e  w a tc h e d  th is  
la d y . W h a t is so  in te re s t in g  is th a t sh e  a l ­
w a y s  le t s  th e  d o g  c a l l  th e  s h o t s .  I f  h e  
w a n ts  to  l in g e r  in  a  y a rd  o r  g a llo p  d o w n  
th e  s t r e e t ,  s h e  is  a t h is  m e rc y .  H e  d o e s  
w h a t  h e  w a n ts ,  a n d  s h e  f o l lo w s .  It is  a 

s tr a n g e  s ig h t to  se e  th is  
w o m a n  b e i n g  j e r k e d  
b a c k  a n d  fo r th  f ro m  th e  
s i d e w a l k  to  t h e  c o m ­
m o n s ,  f r o m  h o u s e  to  
h o u s e .  I a m  t h a n k f u l  
th a t  h e  h a s n ’t d e c id e d  
to  p u l l  h e r  a c r o s s  th e  
f o u r - l a n e  s t r e e t  t h a t  
r u n s  b e h in d  o u r  n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d .

I s a w  h e r  b o u n c in g  d o w n  th e  s tre e t th is  
m o rn in g  try in g  to  k e e p  u p  w ith  " R o v e r ."  
I t’s crazy, I th o u g h t. She is never in con­
trol. Ju s t  th e n , I th o u g h t a g a in . /  may he 
in control o f my dog, hut am I letting oth­
er things control me?

L ife  c a n  g e t a  h o ld  o n  u s, i f  w e  le t it, 
a n d  d r a g  u s  a lo n g  m u c h  lik e  th e  d o g  o f  
m y  n e ig h b o r . W e  d o n 't  m e a n  fo r  o u r  d a y s  
to  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o u r  
jo b s ,  o u r  k id s , s c h o o l, sp o r ts , o r  o u r  h o b ­
b ie s , b u t so m e tim e s  w e  in a d v e r te n tly  fo r ­
g e t th e  c h o k e  c o l la r  a n d  e n d  u p  b e in g  th e  
“ d o g "  ra th e r  th a n  th e  “ m a s te r ."

L if e  is  to o  s h o r t  to  a l lo w  its  c i r c u m ­
s ta n c e s  to  c o n tro l  u s. A s  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
o f  G o d , w e  m u s t g ra b  th e  m o n s te r  b y  th e  
th ro a t  a n d  d e c id e  th a t  w e  w ill  n o t b e  ty r ­
a n n iz e d  b y  a c t iv i t ie s  th a t  d r a w  u s  a w a y  
f ro m  th o s e  sp e c ia l s till m o m e n ts  w h e n  w e  
c o m m u n e  w ith  G o d . W e  m u s t ta k e  tim e  
f o r  o u r  s p o u s e s  a n d  k id s , e v e n  i f  it m e a n s  
th e  h o u s e  g e ts  a  l i t t le  g r u n g y .  W e  w ill  
t a k e  t im e  to  h e lp  o u r  n e ig h b o r s  a n d  c o ­
w o rk e rs , e v e n  if  it is ju s t  to  lis te n .

W ith  H is  sh o r t life  a n d  a ll th a t  H e  h a d  
to  a c c o m p lis h , J e s u s  s till to o k  m u c h  tim e  
to  p ra y  a n d  to  c o m fo r t  o th e r s . H e se t  u s 
a n  e x a m p le . W ill  w e  fo llo w  it, o r  w ill  w e  
a l lo w  o u r s e lv e s  to  b e  dog-dazed?
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There she was 
(as usual) being 
pulled along by 

her dog.



\N
T

f
io

,

Church Size Strategi
Goals for the year 2000

Goal: 1000 small churches growing to 100 —
approximate point of economic viability. 

Strategy: Training for pastors of small churches through
a teach/reteach instructional plan.

Goal: 200 churches breaking the 200 barrier.
Strategy: Training for local church lay leaders 

through a video curriculum.

( 2 5 0 -9 9 9 )

• i!J

Goal: 50 churches reach 1000 by the year 2000.
Strategy: The School of Large Church Managem ent 

and supporting resources.

Church Growth Division
International Headquarters, Church of the Nazarene, Kansas City, MO, USA
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SECOND-CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI •  AUGUST 1993 N AZAREN E PUBLISHING HOUSE
Features of the Month

BEACON H ILL PRESS OF K A N S A S CITY

The Joy of Laughter

When the Meat Loaf Explodes, It’s Done!
P e r s o n s  w h o  a p p r e c ia te  the  G o d - g i v e n  g if t  o f  
w h o le s o m e  la u g h te r  will find tha t gift in a b u n ­
d a n c e  in this  new  book  by  M a r th a  Bolton .  H er 
p o ig n a n t  and  ab s u rd  m o m e n ts  o f  e v e r y d a y  life 
b e c o m e  sp r in g b o a rd s  into sp ir itua l truth!
H H 083-411-5093 $5.95

I T S
ONE-1
and other

Still  T h a n k f u l
A rra n g em en ts  for P iano M in istry
A n  e x p r e s s iv e  b le n d  o f  h y m n s ,  g o s p e l  f a v o r i t e s ,  c o n te m p o r a r y  

p ra ise  so n g s , c la s s ic s , an d  sp ir itu a ls  m a k e s  th is  c o lle c t io n  c re a tiv e  

an d  v e rsa tile . A d v a n c e d  p ia n is ts  w ill f in d  th e se  a r ra n g e m e n ts  p e rfe c t 

fo r  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t c o n te s ts , c h u rc h  se rv ic e s , o r  fo r  th e ir  o w n  p e r s o n ­

al e n jo y m e n t. A lso  a v a ila b le  is a  c o m p le te  s te re o  re c o rd in g  o f  th is  

c o l le c t io n  p e r fo rm e d  b y  th e  a r ra n g e r  a n d  c o n c e r t  p ia n is t  M a rily n n  

H am .

T itle s  in c lu d e : " 0  G o d . O u r  H elp  in A g e s  P ast" : " M y  G o d  Is R e a l" ; ' 'H a l le lu ­

ja h  C h o ru s "  an d  "W o rth y  Is the  L a m b "  f ro m  H a n d e l 's  Messiah; an d  m o re!

HHMB-651 B o o k  $7.95
HHTA-9159C S te re o  C  a s se tte  $10.98

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE FINE MONTHLY FEATURES TODAY!
C a ll  u s  a t  1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0

N A 7 A R F N P  P IT R I  IQ W IW r :  H n tT C P
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