




THE QUESTION BOX Conducted bv Weslev D. Trace. Editoi

Cartoons in Sunday School

I am very uneasy about the fact that secular cartoon 
videos about H alloween, Santa Claus, and the Easter 
Bunny are shown in our Sunday School classes and ch il­
dren's church services. We have so little time to teach  
the children as it is without having to surrender tim e to 
secular entertainm ent. W hat do you think about this 
practice?

1 a m  as uneasy ab o u t  this  as you are. an d  if  I were 
pas tor  o f  your  church, those  w ho  use secular ca r toons  in 
S unday  School an d  ch i ld ren ’s church  would  becom e 
very uneasy  very soon. I’m sorry. I ju s t  can ' t  im agine a 
s i tu a t io n  in S u n d a y  S chool o r  c h i ld re n 's  c h u r c h  in 
which secular videos ab o u t  Halloween, S an ta  Claus, or 
the  Easter B unny  w ould  be acceptab le  cu rr icu lum .

Swearing or Praying?

W hen 1 moved to the M idw est, I was surprised to 
discover that many sincere Christians use objectionable 
language all the time. I’heir everyday conversation is 
filled with such phrases as “O h, my God," “O h, Lord," 
“ M y God,” etc. I've always believed this was taking the 
name o f God in vain. Am I w rong?

No, you are no t wrong. T h e  loose language o f  o u r  
culture  has seeped in to  the  language o f  m a n y  church  
m em bers .  We m u s t  cons tan t ly  d iscipline o u r  tongues.

and  e l im ina t ing  expressions such as you cite is very im ­
portan t.  Like you. 1 f requently  hea r  such careless lan­
guage from persons  w ho  oug h t  to  know better. S o m e ­
tim es  w hen  a person  uses one  o f  those  phrases  w hen 
ta lk ing to  me. I s im ply  ask. “Are you swearing or  pray­
ing?"

Female Board M em bers

T he practice o f  our local church is to elect only male 
board mem bers. In fact, we are told that, according to 
local church board action, only m ales can be nominated. 
Is this in harmony with the policies o f  the Church o f the 
Nazarene?

T h e  practice you describe violates bo th  the  spirit and 
the  letter o f  N azarene  polity. T h e  1980 G ene ra l  A ssem ­
bly a d o p ted  legislation th a t  speaks to  this  issue: “We 
suppor t  the  right o f  w o m en  to  use the ir  G od-g iven  spir­
itual gifts w ith in  the  church .  We a ff irm  the  h is to ric  right 
o f  w o m en  to  be elected an d  ap p o in te d  to  places o f  lead­
e rsh ip  w ith  th e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e ” (M a n u a l  
904:10). *

The view s expressed in  the responses in  th is co lum n are those o f the  e d ito r and  do not 
constitute o ff ic ia l statement by o r fo r the Church o f  the Nazarene The e d ito r is not able  
to  send replies to  questions not selected fo r pub lica tion. Address: H e ra ld  o f  H o lin ess , 6401 
The Paseo. Kansas C ity. M O  64131.

m  -

Introducing:
CARE-Line

Communication And Referrals Everywhere
W h e n  s o m e o n e  y o u  c a r e  a b o u t  is f a r  a w a y  a n d  n e e d s  
t h e  l o v i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  ca l l  C A R E - L i n e

1-800-821-2154 In M issouri-1 -816-333-7000, x44D
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EVANGELISTS’ SLATES
THE ARMSTRONGS, LEON: Nashville, TN (Bell 

Road), Jan 18-20: Mitchell, IN, Feb 12-17: Stu­
arts Draft. VA (Good Shepherd), 26— Mar, 3 

BAGGETT. DALLAS: Valdosta, GA (1st), Jan. 6: West 
Melbourne, FL, 13: Cordova. AL, Feb. 17: Scotts- 
boro. AL. 22-24 

BALLARD, DON: Millington, TN, Feb 24 
BEL2ER, DAVE A BARBARA: Willcox. AZ, Jan

29—Feb 3: Redding. CA (Lake Boulevard), 19-24 
BENDER FAMILY, TIM: Orlando. FL (Union Park), Feb 

19-24
BUIE DAVE S DANA: Baltimore. MD (Concert), Jan 

1; Oklahoma City, OK (Holiness Convention),
8-13: Concerts in Florida, 15-20: Plant City. FL 
(Wagoner Memorial). Feb. 6-10; Danville, IL (City- 
wide Crusade). 2 7 -M a r. 3 

90IC0URT-SHANK, MARLA: Mound City. MO. Jan 
6

B00UIST. DOUG I  DEBBIE: Cincinnati OH (Spring­
dale). Jan. 4-5: Elkhart. IN (Northside), 5-9: Dan­
ville, IL (1st), 12-16: Hoopeston, IL (1st), 18-20; 
Springfield. OH (High Street), 25-30: Jack­
sonville. FL (University Boulevard). Feb. 6-10; 
Melbourne, FL (1st), 15-20 

BOWDEN, AL: Geneva, FL, Feb. 2 3 -M a r  3 
BRAATEN FAMILY MINISTRIES, DAN: Hennessey, 

OK. Jan 6-9: Los Lunas, NM (Valencia Valley). 
13-17: Prescott. AZ, 20-23': Sun City. CA (Men- 
efee Valley), 27: Colton, CA, 30— Feb 3; Scotts­
dale, AZ, 10: Hobbs. NM (1st). 17-20: Whitney, 
TX. 24-28

BROWN, ROGER N.: Concerts (Florida), Jan. 1 — Feb 
7; Port Charlotte, FL. 8-10: Champaign, IL (Zone 
Indoor Camp). 20-24 

BURKHALTER. PAT & DONNA: Brownwood. TX (1 st), 
Jan. 29—Feb 3: Grenada, MS (1st), 5-10, M id­
land. TX (1 st), 12-17. Harrah, OK, 19-24. Viloma, 
AR (Liberty). 2 6 -M a r 3 

CANFIELD EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES, DAVE: 
Greenup, KY (Lloyd). Jan. 9-13: Chillicothe, OH 
(Rescue Mission). 16-20'

CHAMBERS, LEON S MILDRED: Brooksville, FL. Jan
11-20': Avon Park. FL, 31— Feb 10'. Evansville. 
IN (1st). 26-M ar. 3

CHASE, FRANK: Mena. AR, Feb. 2 6 -M a r  3 
CLIFT, NORVIE O.: Hermosa Beach, CA. Jan 9-13 
COBB, BILL S TERRI: Jacksonville. FL (Central). Jan. 

16-20: Pawhuska, OK (1st). Feb 1-3: Zephyrhills, 
FL, 27-Mar. 3 

COOK. JAMES V.: Bloomington. IN (Eastside). Feb
12-17

COVINGTON, NATHAN E.: Overland Park, KS (Anti­
och), Jan 8-13: Atlanta, TX, 15-20: Carnegie, OK, 
22-27: Dewey. OK, 29— Feb. 3: Walters. OK. 
12-17: Findlay. OH (1st). 19-24, Goodlettsville. 
TN, 26-Mar. 3 

CRANDALL V. E. & BARBARA: Cisco. TX, Jan.
29—Feb 3

DAWSON, JAMES A.: Sante Fe. OH, Feb. 17-24': 
Periysburg, OH, 27— Mar, 3 

DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA: Easton, MD. Feb.
26-Mar 3

FADER. WES i  MARY: Glendale, CA (1st). Jan 9-13: 
Covina, CA, 15-20: Blythe, CA, 22-27: McPher­
son KS. Feb 4-10: Harrisonville, MO, 12-17; 
Lawrence. KS (1st), 19-24; Waukegan, IL (1st).
25-Mar 3

FRANK RICHARD A.: Guyana, Jan 8-27; St Au­
gustine. FL(1st).29— Feb 3: Pahokee, FL, 17-24 

THE CREY FAMILY, DONALD: Middletown. IN, Jan
18-20; Muncie, PA, 27'; Elkin, NO. 30'

FRODuE, HAROLD C.: Astoria, IL, Jan. 22-27 
3ARDNER, JOHN M.: Jamaica. Jan 2-13; Avon Park, 

FL (1st). 15-20: Lakeland, FL (Crystal Lake).
22-27, Dade City. F L  29— Feb 3 '. New Port 
Richey, FL (Port Richey Trinity). 5-10; Zephyrhills, 
FL (Wesley Chapel). 12-17: St Petersburg, FL 
(1st). 19-24

GESSNER, DON i  SHIRL: Manmngton. WV. Jan 
9-13: Dayspring Tour, 16-20; St. Petersburg. FL,
23— Feb. 3': Lebanon, PA, 9-10': Tipton. IN,
12-17'; Columbus, IN. 19-24'; Evansville, IN (1st). 
26— Mar 3

HAINES, GARY W.: Honolulu. HI (First English), Jan. 
6-13: Kaneohe. HI, 15-20: Norman, OK (1st).
26-30; Houston. TX (Spring Branch). 31— Feb. 3; 
Dinuba. CA. 9-13; Camarillo. CA. 14-17; Glendale. 
AZ, 23-27

HANCOCK. TIM: Dellroy. OH, Jan. 4-6: Covington. KY 
(1st). 8-13; Parkersburg, WV (Broadway), 16-20; 
Princeton, WV, 23-27: Middletown, OH (1st).
30— Feb. 3; Ashland, KY (Plaza), 6-10; Conneaut, 
OH (Kelloggsville). 13-17; Wellsburg, WV (Wheel­
ing Mar-W in), 20-24: West LaFayette. OH
2 7 -M a r. 3

HELMS, MIKE t  GLORIA: Wolcottville, IN (Lakeland), 
Jan 3-6; Huntington, IN (Northside). 16-20; Port­
land, IN, Feb. 1-10; Plymouth, IN. 12-17; Osgood. 
IN, 19-24; Bedford, IN (Valley Mission). 26— Mar 
3

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: Keizer, OR (Northside), Jan
9-13; Valleio. CA (1st), 16-20: Sandy. OR, 23-27; 
El Centro, CA, 30— Feb 3; La Mirada, CA. 6-10; 
Molalla. OR, 13-17; Issaquah, WA, 20-24; Ata­
scadero. CA, 27— Mar 3

HIGGINS, CHUCK 8, MARGE: Hawaii, Jan 13— Feb. 
10; Tacoma, WA (1st), 17-21; Seattle, WA (North),
24-28

HOLSTEIN, J. TED: Warren, PA, Jan 18-20: Pittsfield.
IL, Feb 5-10; Paducah. KY, 12-17 

JOHNSON, RON: Concerts: Central California. Jan 
6-16; Oregon/Washington, 17-20: Idaho/Wash­
ington. 27-31; Washington, Feb. 1-6: Wyoming/ 
Montana. 10-17; Western Oregon, 24-28 

JONES, TERRY L.: Alvin, TX, Jan 2-6; Chandler. AZ 
(1st), 12-16: Coolidge. AZ, 19-23: Beaumont, TX 
(Cornerstone). 30— Feb. 3. Orange. TX (1st). 
6-10; Lake Jackson, TX, 13-17; Carthage, MO.
19-24; Baton Rouge. LA (1st), 27— Mar 3 

KEENA, EARL E.: Marysville. CA (Twin Cities Zone 
Revival), Feb. 13-17 

KNIGHT, JOHN L.: Corpus Christi. TX (Arlington 
Heights). Jan. 20-24; Marshall, IL. Feb 5-10; In­
dianapolis. IN (Eagledale), 12-17: Mooresville, IN,
19-24; Oklahoma City. OK (Woodson Park).
2 7 -M a r. 3

LAWSON, WAYNE T.: Sliver City, NM. Jan. 13-18; 
Snohomish, WA (Clearview), 27— Feb. 1; Yelm. 
WA (Cougar Mountain of Yelm). 10-15; Quincy, 
WA, 17-21

LECKRONE, LARRY: Lilburn. GA (Parkview Commu­
nity), Jan. 2-6: Hernando. FL, 15-20: Papillion, NE 
(Omaha Heritage), Feb. 9-14; Elkhart, KS. 16-20; 
Colorado Springs, CO (Pikes Peak Zone Indoor 
Camp), 24— Mar 3 

LIDDELL, P. L.: Kansas City, KS (Rainbow Boulevard). 
Feb. 5-10; St. Louis, Ml. 13-17; Mansfield. IL 
(Champaign/Urbana Zone Revival), 20-24; Van 
Buren, IN, 26— Mar. 3 

LOMAN, LANE: Charleston, WV (Elk River), Jan 6-9; 
Bridgeport, IL. 13-16': Rock Mills, AL, 20-23; 
Eatonton, GA. 27-30; Fairborn, OH (Wrightview). 
Feb. 3-6: The Woodlands. TX (Community).
10-13; Okeechobee, FL. 17-20: Indianapolis. IN. 
24-27'

MANLEY, STEPHEN & DELPHINE: Colorado Springs, 
CO (Nazarene Bible College), Jan. 7-9: Oakridge. 
OR, 10-13: Colorado Springs, CO (NBC), 14-16; 
Davis, CA (Greater Sacramento Holiness Crus­
ade). 16-20; Colorado Springs. CO (NBC), 21-22: 
Memphis Indoor Camp, TN (1st), 22-27; Lake 
Worth. FL (1st). 29— Feb. 3; Colorado Springs. 
CO (NBC), 4-6; Plainview, TX (1st), 6-10; Colo­
rado Springs. CO (NBC), 11-13; Marysville, CA 
(Twin Cities Zone Crusade). 13-17; Colorado

Springs, CO (NBC). 18-20; Yukon, OK. 21-24; 
Africa. 25— Mar 3 

MANN, THURL: Phoenix AZ (Peoria). Jan. 2-6: De- 
nair, CA, 9-13: Edenville, CA (Castro Valley), 
16-20; Tulare, CA, 23-27; Eugene, OR (Fairfield), 
30— Feb. 3: John Day, OR, 6-10: Tucson, AZ (Oro 
Valley). 20-24: Little Rock. AR (Trinity), 27— Mar. 
3

MILLHUFF, CHUCK: Waverly. OH, Jan 30— Feb. 3';
Garden City, KS. 13-17 

MILLS, CARLTON: Valdosta, GA (1st). Jan 11-13, 
Zephyrhills, FL (Wesley Chapel), 22-27; Fort Val­
ley, GA (1st). 30— Feb 3; Palm Beach Gardens. 
FL (North Lake Boulevard), 5-10: Altus, OK. 
12-17: Greensboro. NC (Rolling Roads). 21-28 

MITCHELL, MARCIA L.: Walla Walla, WA (1 st). Feb. 16 
MONCK, JIM: Caribbean. Jan 10-27 
MORLEY, FRANK W.: Simi Valley. CA, Jan 8-13; Alta 

Loma. CA (Foothills Community), 15-20; Zillah. 
WA, 22-27; Chino. CA (1st), Feb 5-10; West­
minster, CA (Community). 12-17; New Brighton, 
PA. 19-24; Uhrichsville. OH (Rush Community) 
2 6 -M a r  3

NAJARIAN. BERGE & DORIS: Deland. FL, Jan. 11-13 
OYLER, CALVIN & VIRGINIA: Susanville, CA, Jan 

22-27
PRICE, ROSS E.: New Zealand District Camp Meet­

ing, Jan. 2-6; Australia-Northern Pacific District 
Camp Meeting. 11-16; Southern Australia District 
Camp Meeting. 26-29 

RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS: Greenfield. IN (1st), 
Feb. 6-10. Indianapolis. iN (Eagledale). 12-17; 
Mooresville. IN. 19-24; Martinsville. IN (1st). 
2 6 -M a r  3

SICKENBERGER, ARDEN: Kellogg. ID (Silver Valley), 
Jan. 27-31: Sisters. OR (Cloverdale). Feb 16-21; 
Sandpomt, ID, 23-28 

SMITH, DUANE: Leesburg, FL, Jan. 15-20; Fitzgerald, 
GA, 22-27; Birmingham, AL (Forestdale), Feb. 
5-10: Wnghtsville. GA (Mount Olive). 12-17; Fort 
Mill. SC. 19-24 

STEVENSON, GEORGE E.: Elizabeth City, NC, Jan
9-13; Deltona, FL, 16-20; Panama City, FL (1st).
30— Feb. 3: Ocoee, FL, 12-17: Jacksonville. FL 
(Central). 19-24, De Land. FL. 27— Mar 3 

STRICKLAND, DICK: Crowley, LA (1st), Jan 23-27; 
Clearwater, FL (Central), 30— Feb. 3; La Grande, 
OR, 6-10; Odessa, TX (1st), 13-17; Sublette. KS,
20-24: Ridgeway, Ml, 2 7 -M a r. 3 

TAYLOR. BOB: Haiti, Jan 9-13: St Cloud. FL, 16-20: 
West Chester, OH, 30— Feb 3; Bluefield, WV 
(1st). 6-10: Pompano Beacn, FL. 13-17: Rock- 
ledge, FL (Cocoa First). 20-24: Zephyrhills, FL,
2 7 -M a r. 3

ULMET, ALECK G.: Bella Vista. AR, Jan 1 -M a r . 31 
WELLS, LINARD: Perryton, TX. Jan 1-6: Monroe. LA 

(1st). 8-13: Norman. OK (Grace). 15-20: Corpus 
Christi, TX (Trinity), 22-27, Winslow. IN. 29— Feb. 
3; Terre Haute. IN (1st). 5-10: Texarkana. TX 
(North). 12-17: Paris. TX. 19-24: Abilene. TX (1 st).
2 6 -M a r. 3

WHITWORTH, MARCUS A.: Atlanta, GA (1st), Feb.
20-24

WRIGHT, E. GUY: Melbourne, FL (Eau Gallie). Jan. 
2-6: Bomfay. FL. 8-13: Marianna. FL. 15-20; Jack­
sonville, FL (Westside), 22-27: Jacksonvi'le, FL 
(Faith), 29— Feb. 3: Satellite Beach, FL, 6-10': 
Tampa. FL (Forest Hills). 12-17 

'D e n o te s  N on N azarene Church

INTO
m

rHAY£K
MINISTRY

R D  B O N D

"This book is about talking to 
God. It has to do with taking a 
journey into prayer, moving into 
a relationship w ith God through 
Jesus Christ, and making that 
relationship more intimate and 
more fruitful."

— From the introduction 
Journey into Prayer

ichard Bond gives us a prac­
tical guide for making our minis­
try  of prayer vital and effective.

□

P a rt One: Laying a Foundation
Understanding the nature o f prayer.

P art Tw o: Called to  Leadership
Qualified, inform ed leadership is essential fo r cor­
porate prayer events.

P art Three: Prayer Guides fo r  Your Use
Valuable guidelines fo r improving our prayer agenda.

Order toll-free 
Nazarene Publishing House 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0

Box 419527 O Kansas City, MO 64141

HH083-411-3708 $4.95
Plus postage

Price subject to change w ithout notice

January 4 9 9 4 39



Trum pets
I wanted to express to you my appreciation for your editorial 

in the October Herald o f  Holiness on “Entire Sanctification and 
Uncertain Trumpets.”

1 valued your insight into the situation that is facing the church 
and your perspective on it. So often I have seen the claim of 
entire sanctification and yet no fruit of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of the one declaring it. My heart grieves when this doctrine is 
relegated to “if I am faithful to the services, tithe, and serve some­
where in the church, then I am sanctified." Those things are im­
portant, but how much more vital is the inner attitude as an 
expression of holiness.

Your editorial expressed a succinct understanding of where we 
are in the Church of the Nazarene. Thank you for bringing to our 
attention a concise presentation of truth that hopefully will spark 
a response in all of us. We need to realize that out of entire sanc­
tification grows a holiness life-style that becomes winsome to 
others, and thereby growth will take place in churches.

E arl P  Robertson  
St. Louis. Mo.

Uncertain Trum pets
I appreciate our church and the privilege it has given me to be 

a pastor for 50 years. 1 love the Herald o f  Holiness. Keep up the 
good work.

My main purpose in writing is to commend you for the edi­
torial in the October issue on “Entire Sanctification and Uncer­
tain Trumpets." I believe you are right on. Thanks for your cour­
age to put your convictions in print.

R a y  A. K ellom
I "tola, Idaho

O ctober Trum pet Certain
Thank you for your editorial, “Sanctification and Uncertain 

Trumpets.” A few years ago, after much struggling, agonizing, 
and prayer, I came to much the same conclusion as you did. but 
this is the first time I have seen someone “in authority" publicly 
agree with what 1 firmly believe. I am of the generation that “got 
sanctified" because that was what we were “supposed to do," 
rather than because we felt a need for it.

If you should choose to publish it, please withhold my name.
Natom a. Kans.

About Uncertain Trum pets
I hope every Nazarene reads your editorial in the October is­

sue. You have exposed a very grave weakness in our presentation 
of our doctrine of entire sanctification. It must be more than a 
skeleton of ideas and terms that new converts accept intel­
lectually. Unless the meat of experience is added by the Spirit to 
that skeleton, the skeleton itself will be abandoned sooner or 
later.

The personal process of self-discovery and conviction cannot 
be rushed. Dr. H. Orton Wiley never pushed seekers into a pro­
fession. He would encourage them to keep seeking. Also he once 
said, “Some people are sanctified in layers.” He was not es­
pousing a gradual theory of entire santification but was recog­

nizing the fact that some people reach the spiritual depth thai 
makes full heart holiness possible in stages, and agonize through 
several preliminary crises before they triumph in the crisis that 
plants their feet solidly on the rock.

R ic h a r d s  Taylor 
M ihvaukie . Oreg.

A B lessing to Us
The articles, "Viewpoint” by John A. Knight, general supenn- 

tendent, “Entire Sanctification and Uncertain Trumpets.” and 
"Wesley's Backward Look at Christian Holiness" (October 19901 
were a blessing to us.

Thank you for your conjecture of what John Wesley. Adam 
Clarke, and Phineas Bresee would have to say to us if we asked 
them to evaluate our late-20th-century brand of holiness— "way 
too easy,” “way too cheap,” "way too lopsided." and “way t oe 
quick." We pray the American holiness movement may heed the 
warning of pressuring people “into a premature profession of 
sanctifying grace.”

Ralph a n d  M abel Earle 
K ansas City. Mo.

“ Yes, b u t . .
Thanks for your “Entire Sanctification and Uncertain Trum­

pets” in the October Herald.
I like “The quest is to rediscover the spiritual reality that un­

derlies the doctrine.”
I like “They were quick to seek sanctifying grace but slow to 

profess it.”
I like the Wesley quote, "Calmly and quietly wait for it. know­

ing that it will come.”
I wonder for further reflection, if it is entirely due to professing 

the blessing too quickly that makes persons "stop seeking and 
stop growing.” May it not be that these persons sincerely sought 
and found sanctifying grace, but afterward they failed to seek 
God's revealed will daily and failed to accept new light with re­
newed commitment to it?

I presume it is true that the more one understands the require­
ments of God, and the more fully he realizes that to which he 
commits himself at the altar, the more likely his subsequent ex­
perience will remain stable and satisfying. But I am not sure that 
just waiting will improve the experience.

I fully agree that feeling the need for more of G od’s grace is 
necessary— but I think that sense of need comes in part from
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hearing the plan and promise of God to meet the need. As you 
further reflect and share your studies of Wesley, should you not 
include his counsel: “Therefore, all our preachers should make a 
point of preaching perfection to believers constantly, strongly, 
and explicitly; and all believers should mind this one thing and 
continuingly agonize for it"?

Also to give Wesley’s balanced view on when to expect entire 
santification. should we not along with his counsel to "calmly 
and quietly wait for it" add his other counsel: “Believe fourthly, 
that He is not only able, but willing to do it now! Not when you 
come to die; not at any distant time; not tomorrow, but today. He 
will then enable you to believe it is done, according to His word"?

Albert F Harper 
K ansas City. Mo.

Vexing Problem
ljust wanted to . . . express my appreciation for your article in 

the most recent Herald on sanctification ["Entire Sanctification 
and Uncertain Trumpets"] . . .  I believe you have put your finger 
on one of the most vexing problems among us and addressed it 
soundly and scripturallv.

II. R a y  D unning  
Nashville, Taut.

Amen, Amen
1 feel it necessary to . . . express my appreciation for both the 

July and October issues of the Herald. The July (Nazarene artists) 
issue demonstrated yet another attempt to reflect a comprehen­
sive view of holiness and spirituality.

Second, my spirit bears witness with a hearty “Amen" to your 
editorial. "Entire Sanctification and Uncertain Trumpets." Your 
analysis of the American holiness movement's "pushing and 
coaxing into premature profession” is insightful and accurate.

Brook Thelam ier  
Toronto. Ont.

H oliness and H ong Kong
Thank you, Wesley Tracy for your very timely and true article. 

"Entire Sanctification and Uncertain Trumpets"—also for the 
other four articles on holiness in the October issue. The emphasis 
on Hong Kong also much appreciated. This is more like it!

Mrs. ( 7ancle B. Five 
Denver. Colo.

T heology o f Art
1 am writing in response to the Herald issue on “art." If one 

applies the same logic to art that one uses in reference to both 
dance and cinema, then art must be excluded from the holiness 
tradition because it is frequently the m edium  of the por­
nographic, a fact pointed out in the editorial. What that issue of 
the Herald glaringly illuminated is the absence of a consistent 
and comprehensive holiness theology of art and arts. Might this 
be pointed out in a future issue?

We seem to have inherited (and rightly so) the Lutheran em­
phasis on the aural and not the visual communication of the 
gospel. The feeling was Catholicism had fallen into idolatry with 
its visual images of the saints, and his fear was Protestantism 
might also. Hence, his adage was, to understand the gospel, put 
your eyes in your ears. The Genevan Calvinists took that one 
step further and stripped their churches of any artistic adorn­
ment from stained-glass to candlesticks, leaving their architec­
ture with a hare and spartan look, so as not to distract from the 
Word of God. The Puritans exaggerated Luther's and Calvin's 
views even more with their banishment of aesthetics completely 
from the realm of theology, resulting in a tradition that is not 
only known by its plain and simple dress but also void of any 
artistic expression. This is what the holiness tradition seems to 
have inherited, and it is complicated even more by American 
pragmatism and utilitarianism.

The question to be asked is this: After traveling so long on the 
iron rails of Puritanism are we suddenly jumping the track? My 
own view is we have, and we must. But 1 think your issue on an  
might have had far greater implications than perhaps you think. 
It could result in the timely undoing of a previously unques­
tioned tradition.

Barry Bryant 
London

Group Prayer
1 especially appreciated Richard Bond's article on group prayer 

(August). This is an area that many churches, including Naza­
rene. have lost. Even Wednesday nights, which used to be prayer 
meeting, are now educational nights or midweek services similar 
to the past Sunday night meetings. Smaller churches seem to do 
better with group prayer perhaps because of the logistics— the 
number kneeling at the altar, hearing people pray, and more par­
ticipation of people in smaller groups. All three of Bond's points 
were potent.

Allen M arsh  
Nantpa. Idaho
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK

A fr ica  Asia-Pacific

DISTRICTS 4 6  2 8

CHURCHES 8 7 2  6 4 7

MEMBERSHIP
Full M e m b e r s  5 3 , 5 1 3  4 0 , 8 6 6
A s s o c ia t e  M e m b e r s  1 7 ,6 0 8  1 5 ,7 3 0

T o ta l 7 1 ,1 2 1  5 6 , 5 9 6

MINISTERS
O r d a in e d  2 8 8  4 7 2
L ic e n s e d  3 1 6  3 0 6
D e a c o n s  7 1
M is s io n a r ie s  1 9 9  1 6 6

SUNDAY SCH O O LS  9 6 5  5 7 6
C h i ld r e n — R e s p o n s ib il i ty  List 

A v e r a g e  W e e k ly  A t t e n d a n c e  
C r a d le  R o ll 

Y o u th — R e s p o n s ib il i ty  List 
A v e r a g e  W e e k ly  A t t e n d a n c e  

A d u l t — R e s p o n s ib il i ty  List 
A v e r a g e  W e e k ly  A t t e n d a n c e  

S u m m a r y — O ff ic e r s  a n d  T e a c h e r s  
Ext, M in  R e s p o n s ib il i ty  List
T o ta l— R e s p o n s ib il i ty  List 1 2 5 ,5 5 5  6 3 , 4 6 0

A v e r a g e  SS A t t e n d a n c e  5 5 , 2 8 4  4 0 , 6 6 5
A v e r a g e  O u t r e a c h  A t t e n d a n c e
A v e r a g e  T o ta l A t t e n d a n c e  5 5 , 2 8 4  4 0 , 6 6 5

NYI SOCIETIES 7 4 0  4 4 7
M e m b e r s h ip  2 5 , 7 4 6  1 4 ,1 2 5

NW M  SOCIETIES 7 2 7  4 9 8
M e m b e r s h ip  3 9 , 9 4 8  2 3 , 5 3 5

V A C A TIO N  BIBLE SCH O O LS  1 4 5  2 5 9
M e m b e r s h ip  2 0 , 0 1 5  2 1 , 6 0 3

1990
GENERAL

STATISTICS
CHURCH OF 

THE NAZARENE
FR O M  THE O FFIC E  O F  THE 

G EN ERAL SECR ETARY

'P io n e e r  a r e a s  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  c o u n t .  
" T o t a l  in c lu d e s  1 2  r e g io n a l  d i r e c t o r s  a n d  
w iv e s  a n d  7 r e g io n a l  staff,
PLEASE NO TE: W o r ld  a r e a s  r e p o r t e d  C E R TA IN  
TOTALS ONLY.

CLT CHURCHES
C r e d its

PROPERTY VALUES
L o c a l C h u r c h e s  
L o c a l P a r s o n a g e s  
D is tr ic t  C e n t e r s  a n d  O th e r  
D is tr ic t  P a r s o n a g e s  
E d u c a t io n a l  In s t itu t io n s  
N a z a r e n e  P u b lis h in g  H o u s e  
In t e r n a t io n a l  C e n t e r

T o ta l

PROPERTY INDEBTEDNESS
C h u r c h  a n d  P a r s o n a g e — L o c a l  
A ll D is tr ic t  P r o p e r ty  
E d u c a t io n a l  In s t itu t io n s  

T o ta l

C H U R C H  FINANCES (P a id )
L o c a l  
D is tr ic t  
E d u c a t io n a l  
G e n e r a l

T o ta l

ANALYSIS O F TOTAL
P a id  b y  C h u r c h  
P a id  b y  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
P a id  b y  N Y I 
P a id  b y  N W M S  
S u p p le m e n t a l  G iv in g

PER C A P ITA
L o c a l  
D is tr ic t  
E d u c a t io n a l  
G e n e r a l  

T o ta l

$ 1 , 6 4 6 ,9 8 9
1 7 3 ,3 7 7

3 3 ,4 1 0
1 4 7 ,9 0 1

$ 2 , 0 0 1 ,6 7 7

2 6 ,6 7 8

2 3 .1 6
2 .4 4

4 7
2 .0 7

2 8 .1 4

$  8 ,7 4 1 , 4 0 2  
1 .7 3 4 ,5 4 8  

4 3 1 , 4 5 5  
_ h 2 0 4 .3 2 8  

$ 1 2 ,1  1 1 ,7 3 3

$ 1 , 9 7 4 ,9 9 9  $1  1 ,9 7 3 ,7 4 8

1 3 7 ,9 8 5

1 5 4 .4 5
3 0 .6 5

7 .6 2
2 1 .2 8

2 1 4 . 0 0

i

i
31

$46 ,9411
6,9511
1,6611

2911

$55,858, i
I

$  6,152,1 
4101

$ 6,5634

$ 6,8874
587.1
281.1 
931.4

$ 8,6944

$  7,988.4 
218,14

t

$ 63:1
54
2i|

$  s o :  $
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■

Caribbean Eurasia
M exico. 

C entra l A m erica

South
A m erica

Un ited
States

G eneral

C hurch Total GtJirt

27 18 21 5 2 8 0 2 7 7 2

681 3 9 2 81  1 9 7 5 5 ,1 6 8 9 ,7 0 8 4 1 4

55,0 8 3 
29,735

2 8 ,9 7 1
1 ,1 2 2

5 5 , 1 2 7
1 0 ,9 8 7

5 2 . 9 5 0
9 ,8 9 7

5 6 3 , 7 5 6
1 ,6 6 9

8 6 1 ,1  10  
8 6 , 7 7 0

84,818 3 0 ,0 9 3 6 6 .1  14 6 2 .8 4 7 5 6 5 , 4 2 5 9 4 7 , 8 8 0 2 8 , 6 1 8

238
286

9
43

2 1 4
1 3 0

4
5 0

3 6 0
4 1 6

5 5

3 0 3
4 7 9

1
7 6

9 ,1 0 2
2 ,4 3 0

1 0 5

1 1 ,2 0 7  
4 ,4 1 9  

1 2 9  
" 6 0 8

651

87,131
43.012

43.012

2 3 5
3 ,0 7 8
2 ,4 8 2

3 7 8
8 0 3
6 5 0
9 4 7
6 7 5
7 3 1
7 4 9

1 3 .4 1 0
8 ,0 8 6

5 5 5
8 ,6 4 1

7 8 0

8 0 , 7 0 6
5 7 . 6 4 8

5 7 . 6 4 8

9 3 5

8 0 , 2 6 9
4 8 . 5 6 5

4 8 . 5 6 5

4 ,9 7 0
2 5 8 , 0 2 7
1 3 6 ,4 2 4

4 ,9 4 5
1 3 9 ,9 3 1

6 0 , 0 2 8
3 8 8 , 5 3 6
2 0 0 , 7 0 4

6 1 , 0 5 3
3 5 , 8 2 5

8 5 2 , 4 9 2
3 9 7 , 1 5 6

1 8 ,1 5 8
4 1 5 , 3 1 4

9 ,2 6 4
2 6 7 , 1 0 5
1 4 2 ,2 1 3

5 ,4 9 8
1 4 3 ,1 7 1

6 1 ,7 3 3
3 9 6 , 0 6 4
2 0 4 ,5 6 7

6 3 ,0 6 9
3 7 ,4 0 5

1 ,3 1 9 ,5 0 1
5 6 7 , 9 6 6

1 9 ,2 6 6
6 7 7 , 2 3 2

2 2 ,0 9 4
1 5 ,2 9 0

548
1 17,833

1 7 8
3 ,3 9 0

6 1 2
1 7 ,4 2 5

7 2 3
2 1 , 1 8 5

3 ,9 6 1
1 4 4 ,4 4 1

7 ,3 1  1 
2 4 6 ,5 0 2

558
22,936

191
6 ,0 1 2

6 5 1
2 9 , 1 6 5

7 2 7  
3 1 ,4 1  1

4 ,6 0 6
4 2 0 , 3 5 8

8 ,0 9 6
5 8 0 , 8 5 4 1 2 ,6 5 6

190
26,271

71
4 .7 0 1

3 6 2
2 7 , 4 3 8

2 8 9
2 1 , 5 1 0

2 ,9 9 1  
2 5 2 ,1  19

4 ,3 5 3
3 7 7 ,2 6 9 5 .8 4 4

4
27

2
3 4

7 6 1
1 6 ,6 2 6

7 8 3
1 7 ,0 1 6 1 ,3 3 0

$ 2 9 ,7 1 0 ,9 4 6
5 ,3 1 6 ,8 3 7

$ 2 , 0 5 8 ,7 9 8 ,6 9 2
2 7 8 . 6 0 6 ,4 7 4

8 5 ,1 7 7 ,3 2 2
6 ,2 0 6 , 5 2 3

$ 2 5 6 ,8 2 3 , 8 3 6
5 ,4 2 3 , 6 6 9
5 ,4 9 0 ,5 0 8

$ 2 ,1 3 5 ,4 5 1 ,3 2 1
2 9 0 . 8 8 1 ,5 9 6

8 6 , 8 4 5 ,3 2 2
6 ,4 9 7 , 5 2 3

2 5 6 , 8 2 3 ,8 3 6
5 ,4 2 3 , 6 6 9
5 ,4 9 0 ,5 0 8

$ 3 5 ,0 2 7 ,7 8 3 $ 2 , 4 2 8 ,7 8 9 ,0 1  1 $ 2 6 7 ,7 3 8 , 0 1 3 $ 2 ,7 8 7 ,4 1 3 ,7 7 5

$ 8 0 4 , 1 9 4 $ 3 3 3 , 5 2 3 ,3 1 8  
1 3 ,0 7 1 ,1 1 8

$ 5 7 , 8 0 0 ,5 8 9

$ 3 4 0 , 4 8 0 ,2 3 5
1 3 ,4 8 1 ,8 0 5
5 7 , 8 0 0 ,5 8 9

$ 8 0 4 ,1 9 4 $ 3 4 6 , 5 9 4 ,4 3 6 $ 5 7 , 8 0 0 ,5 8 9 $ 4 1  1 ,7 6 2 ,6 2 9

8,673,156
159,376
17,266

112,809

$ 3 ,7 6 1 ,0 1 7  
2 4 3 ,9 6 1  

7 0 ,5 3 1  
3 2 5 ,6 4 8

$ 1 , 5 8 3 ,7 2 6
1 3 6 ,6 5 7

2 3 , 8 5 5
8 1 ,3 0 1

$ 1 ,1 8 4 ,2 8 1  
8 3 , 1 0 9  
1 1 ,9 1 6  
4 9 , 8 1 7

$ 3 3 3 , 3 9 7 ,2 5 5  
2 1 , 1 8 6 .9 6 3  
1 1 ,5 6 0 ,2 3 5  
4 5 , 2 4 4 ,4 6 7 2 ,6 1 4 .8 2 0

$ 3 5 8 , 8 7 5 ,2 2 6
2 4 , 3 0 5 ,3 1 8
1 2 ,4 3 0 ,1 0 5
5 0 , 7 1 9 ,5 7 0

,962,60 7 4 ,4 0 1 .1 5 7 1 ,8 2 5 ,5 3 9 1 ,3 2 9 ,1 2 3 4 1  1 ,3 8 8 ,9 2 0 2 ,6 1 4 ,8 2 0 4 4 6 , 3 3 0 ,1 2 9 1 4 ,9 3 6 ,2 6 0

1,191,926 

J 70,681

$ 4 ,1 2 2 ,7 2 7  
4 7 , 3 3 4  
2 2 ,5 2 7  

2 0 8 ,5 6 9

$ 1 , 7 9 4 ,8 0 3

3 0 , 7 3 6

$ 1 ,3 1 0 ,6 6 3

1 8 ,4 6 0

$ 3 6 3 , 7 0 9 ,2 2 8
9 ,8 6 2 , 0 3 7
2 ,5 5 8 , 8 1 7

3 4 , 5 1 4 ,7 0 9
7 4 4 , 1 2 9 2 ,6 1 4 , 8 2 0

$ 3 9 4 , 7 6 6 ,2 5 4
1 0 ,1 2 7 ,4 6 8

2 ,6 1 9 ,1 6 2
3 5 , 3 9 0 ,3 3 7

3 .4 2 6 ,9 0 8

19.73 
| 1.88 
[  .20 

1.33

$ 1 2 4 .9 8  
8 .1  1 
2 .3 4  

1 0 .8 2

$ 2 3 .9 5  
2 .0 7  

.3 6  
1 .2 3

$ 1 8 .8 5  
1 .3 2  

.1 9  

.7 9

$ 5 8 9 .6 3
3 7 .4 7
2 0 .4 5
8 0 .0 2

$ 3 7 8 .6 1  
2 5 .6 4  
13.1  1 
5 3 .5 1

( 2 3 J 4 $ 1 4 6 .2 5 $  2 7  6 1 $ 2 1 .1 5 $ 7 2 7 .5 7 $ 4 7 0 .8 7

January 1991 43



Nazarene Roots
MOTHER OF MISSIONS: THE 

EVANGELISTIC VISION OF 
SUSAN NORRIS FITKIN

BY STAN INGERSOL, DENOM INATIONAL A R C H IV IS T

ith the  c o m in g  o f  1991, the 
N azarene  World M ission 
S o c ie ty  b e g in s  i ts  7 6 th  

year. A u th o r ized  by the  G ene ra l  As­
sem bly o f  1915 as the  m iss ionary  au x ­
iliary o f  the  Pentecostal C h u rc h  o f  the  
Nazarene, the  society was first know n  
as the  W o m e n ’s Foreign M issionary  
Society. T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  q u ic k ly  
jo in e d  the  deaconness  m o v e m e n t  as 
o n e  o f  th e  tw o  m a in  a v e n u e s  for 
w o m en  to  serve in the  ch u rc h 's  m in is ­
try to  the  world.

M u ch  o f  the  in sp ira tion  a n d  lead­
e rsh ip  o f  th e  ea r ly  N W M S  sp ran g  
from  th e  Rev. S usan  N orr is  F itk in .  
H er  ability to  a r ticu la te  a m iss ionary  
v i s io n  a n d  to  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s  w as  
roo ted  in her  personal experience as 
an  evangelist an d  pastor.

Susan N orris  was a C an ad ian ,  b o m  
on  M arch  31, 1870, on  a fa rm  near  
Ely, Que. H er  Q u a k e r  paren ts  were ac­
tive in the  te m p eran c e  reform m o v e­
m ent,  her  m o th e r  serving once  as a 
de lega te  to  th e  W o m e n ’s C h r is t ia n  
Tem perance  U n io n  con v e n t io n  in O t­
tawa.

In 1881, the  family m oved  to  East 
F a rn h a m ,  Que.,  w here  S u sa n ’s p a r ­
en ts  held longs tand ing  m e m b e rsh ip  
in a Q u a k e r  m eeting  house. She, too, 
a t tended  Q u a k e r  w orsh ip  b u t  also vis­
ited an  Anglican church. Later, she 
began a t ten d in g  the  U n io n  Chapel,  
an  in te rd en o m in a t io n a l  chu rch  tha t  
was strongly evangelical in em phasis.  
Each s tra in  o f  p ie ty  n o u r ish e d  her  
sp i r i tu a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  Severa l e n ­
coun ters  with  life-threatening illness­
es, in c lu d in g  ty p h o id  fever, h e ig h t­
ened her  seriousness tow ard  religion. 
A t t im es ,  she  ex p e r ien c ed  u n u s u a l  
d ream s an d  saw visions.

In 1890, she offered herse lf  as a 
m issionary  to  the  C h in a  In land  M is­

sion b u t  was refused for hea lth  rea­
sons. She began co n d u c t in g  services 
for y ou th  in her  c o m m u n i ty  an d  then, 
at  her  m o th e r ’s urging, in o th e r  c o m ­
munities . O u t  o f  this, h e r  career  as an  
evangelist em erged  a ro u n d  1892. A t­
te n d in g  a C hris t ian  E n d ea v o r  m eet-

Susan Norris Fitkin

ing in New York City, she m e t  J. Wal­
te r  M alone,  leader  in the  fast-growing 
h o l i n e s s  w i n g  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  
Friends.

N orris  subsequen tly  a t te n d e d  M a ­
lone’s school. F riends’ Bible Institu te  
a n d  T ra in in g  S c h o o l  in C lev e lan d .  
W hile  there, she began  p reach ing  in 
revivals. In 1893, she b ec am e  pas tor  
o f  a c hu rch  in V erm ont w here  she had  
p rev io u s ly  h e ld  a revival.  A n o th e r  
p a s t o r a t e  f o l l o w e d  in  t h e  G r e e n  
M o u n t a i n s .  S h e  w a s  b y  n o w  a 
“recorded” (official) m in is te r  in the 
F r i e n d s  C h u r c h .  In  1 895 ,  a t  th e  
urging o f  a  leading New York Q uaker,  
she r e tu rn ed  to  evangelism. T h a t  fall.

she was sa n c t i f ie d  in a revival and 
paired  for six m o n th s  w ith  A bram  E. 
Fitkin. Was so m e o n e  p lay ing  match­
m aker?  T h e  sources  d o  n o t  say, but 
Susan  N orr is  an d  A. E. F itk in  were 
m arr ied  by a Q u a k e r  m in is te r  Mav 
14, 1896.

By th a t  da te ,  th e  tw o  evangelists 
filed regular reports  o f  th e ir  work in 
the  C hristian  W itness, a leading holi­
ness j o u r n a l  a n d  o rg a n  o f  th e  Na­
t iona l  H oliness  A ssocia tion .  In late 
1896, they  o rgan ized  a n  independent 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  6 0  m e m b e r s  in 
Hopewell Ju n c t io n ,  N.Y., a t  the  con­
clusion o f  a  revival. T h e  new  church 
w as  m o s t ly  n o n - Q u a k e r  in  back­
ground ,  so the  Fitk ins steered  it to­
ward aff il ia tion  with  the  Association 
o f  P entecosta l  C h u rc h e s  o f  America, 
the  N azarene  p a re n t-b o d y  in the  East 
w hich  they, too, jo ined .

Until  A. E. F itk in  e m b a r k e d  on a 
new career  on  Wall S treet in 1903. 
b o th  S u s a n  a n d  A b r a m  remained 
e v a n g e l i s t s  s e rv in g  th e  A P C A . In 
1899 a n d  1900, she  h e lp ed  write a 
co n s t i tu t io n  for the  A PC A's  existing 
w o m e n ’s m i s s i o n a r y  a u x i l ia ry ,  to 
w hich  she was elected  president.  Be­
tween 1900 an d  1907. it grew from 
a b o u t  75 to  nearly  400  m em bers .

T h e  c h u r c h  u n io n s  o f  1907 and 
1908 d e m o te d  th e  E a s te rn  group’s 
m iss ionary  auxiliary  to  the  status of 
m ere  local societies. M a n y  w o m e n -  
S u sa n  F i tk in  c h i e f  a m o n g  th e m — 
began  ra is ing  d e n o m in a t io n a l  con­
sciousness for the  im p o r ta n c e  of  an 
o rgan ized  auxiliary, a n d  th a t  vision 
was realized in 1915. Rev. Susan  Fit­
k in  bec am e  N W M S 's  first president 
serving in th a t  office un ti l  1948 and 
uti l iz ing  her  skills as p re a c h e r  and 
evangelist in the  advocacy  o f  missions. 
She died  in Califo rn ia  in 1951. ^
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Bon Voyage!
The 1990-91 campaign to put A H erald  in Every H om e  is well 
underway. Every district in the United States and Canada has an 
opportunity to send its district campaign coordinator on a cruise 
aboard Celebration at Sea. Districts have been divided into two 
g ro u p s  a c c o r d in g  to s ize  ( those  ab o v e  and  b e lo w  6 ,0 0 0  in 
m em bersh ip ) .  Distr icts  are com p e t in g  against  o ther  districts 
within their group to gain new subscriptions. The district in each 
group with the highest percentage o f  subscriptions, compared 
with Sunday morning attendance figures for 1989, will receive a 
free cruise for their district campaign coordinator.

Send Them Away!
Every subscription sold on your district is like a vote to send your district coordinator on the 
cruise of a lifetime. But it also means that you'll  have high quality Christian literature coming 
to your home every month during the new year. And d o n ’t forget new persons coming to your 
church who may not receive the Herald.  A H erald  subscription makes a welcome gift.

January— February Herald Campaigns
The Anaheim Distr ic t  will conduc t  its cam pa ign  in January. February  cam pa ign  distr icts  
include: Central California,  West Texas, and Louisiana.

Only $9.00 a Year
hi a Herald in your home or that of  a friend or loved one today. The cost is only $9.00 for one 
year, $17.00 for two years,  or $25.00 for three years. Use the handy order form below.

Subscription Order Form
Please send m e a subscription to  the  H erald  o f  H oliness  for:

1 year - 12 issues - $9.00
2 years - 24 issues - $17.00
3 years - 36 issues - $25.00

Mu check for $  is enclosed. Bill m e later.

Gift Subscription:
Please send a gift subscription for 
the  H era ld  o f  H o lin e ss  to:

n a m e

a d d re ss

name
city

address
s ta te  zip

1 year  (12 issues) $ 9 .0 0

2 years (24 issues) $ 1 7 . 0 0

3 years  (36 issues) $ 2 5 . 0 0

city s ta te  z ip  p h o n e

cnurcn attenainq u ty / s ia ie

MAIL TO: Subscription Department, Nazarene Publishing House, P.O. Box 419527. Kansas City, MO 64141

For more information on Celebration at Sea cruises, phone toll-free 1-800-729-1456 
or write: The Travel Center, P.O. Box 0, Bethany, OK 73008.



Personal Experience Feature

A CHAII

M
y h u sb a n d  an d  I were in the  

y a rd  o n  a h o t  M o n d a y  
m o rn in g  in August w hen  

Jenny  cam e ou t the  back  d o o r  and  
sa id ,  “ M o m ,  I 'm  r e a d y  to  go  to  
school.”

I said, "OK .”
T h e  only  strange th ing  ab o u t  that 

— we d id n ’t have a school. For those 
past 21 an d  m enta l ly  h and icapped ,  
there 's no  public  school.

I ca l le d  to  h e r  d a d d y  a n d  said .  
"We're going to  school. I d o n ' t  know 
where we’re going, b u t  w e’re going to 
school.”

J e n n y  a n d  1 got in th e  car. H er  
c l o th e s  w e re  o d d — a g ra y  w i n t e r  
ju m p e r  covered by a white  su m m e r  
bolero  jacket,  dirty  tenn is  shoes, no  
socks, and  an  arm ful o f  books. I d e ­
cided to  ignore that.

It was the  first day  o f  school, and  
s h e  m u s t  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  k id s  a t  
church  talk ab o u t  going. We drove up 
to  K ennedy  School, w hich  is only  a 
few blocks from o u r  hom e. Two weeks 
earlier. Jenny  and  I had  gone walking 
a n d  s to p p e d  a n d  sa t o n  th e  s te p s  
where we ta lked an d  rested. She had 
told m e then, in her  l im ited speech. “ I 
was happy  w hen  I was little an d  went 
here.”

I parked  the car  alongside the cu rb  
near  where we’d been tha t  day. We sat 
there for a while while I tried to  d e ­
cide w hat to  do.

I had  prayed for Jenny  to  have a 
sm all-group s ituation, a school, o r  at 
least som e th ing  bet ter  th a n  she’d had. 
She had  gone to  school, b u t  every year 
was like s tarting first grade. Really, ev­
ery day was like sta rt ing  first grade. I 
had to  m ake  her  go. M ost o f  the years, 
there were no  little girls for her  to play 
with, an d  Jenny  d id n ' t  feel happy  or 
involved. I apprec ia ted  the  teachers  
an d  the  school system for w hat they

offered, bu t  it was no t the  school tha t  
I had  kn o w n  as a child.

T here  is o ne  th ing  o f  which 1 am  
v ery  su re ,  y o u  c a n ' t  d i s c r e d i t  th e  
pow er o f  prayer. A family a l tar  has 
been a daily part o f  m y  hom elife  from 
infancy. 1 have been active in p rayer 
groups, an d  hardly  a day passes tha t  I 
do  no t get a p h o n e  call o r  call s o m e ­
one  else with a p rayer  need. I knew 
G o d  had  answered  many prayers for 
me. bu t as years passed, this  request 
seem ed to  be an  exception. It looked 
as if  Jenny  would  have to  miss o u t  on 
th is  par t  o f  life.

Finally, one  day I sat dow n  and  
w rote  a note. It said. “ Please. G od. 
give Jenny a school.”

I placed the  no te  inside m y Bi­
ble. O ften ,  I’d see it there, but 
eventually, it e i ther  fell ou t,  or 
I laid it aside and  forgot ab o u t  
it.

Jenny had  b e c o m e  very 
qu ie t ,  a n d  she was d ia g ­
nosed as being depressed.
She had  to  have m e d ica ­
tion. but she also needed 
activity. I w an ted  so m e ­
t h i n g  f o r  h e r  t h a t  1 
w o u ld n ’t have to  force 
her  to at tend .

Now. on this hot A u ­
gust day  as we sat by 
the  school. Jenny had 
hope! I knew there was 
no  room  there a n d  no 
c h a i r  t h a t  s a i d .
" Jen n y ” on it.

I s tarted the  car  and  
d r o v e  a r o u n d  t h e  
b lock an d  c a m e  back 
t o  t h e  s a m e  s p o t .
School was in session, 
people were inside, but 
I c o u ld n ’t take her  in!
We sat for a m o m e n t

There is one thing 
o f which 1 am very 
sure, you can't 
discredit the power 
o f prayer.
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co lo r  these pages, an d  do  you r  h o m e ­
work.”

Jenny  was happy! She w ent home, 
colored the  pages, an d  d id  her  h o m e ­
work. T h a t  was the  end  o f  the  first 
d ay  o f  school. But the re  w asn ’t any 
second  day.

In a b o u t  tw o  w e e k s ,  we h e a r d  
th r o u g h  a g ra p e v in e  o f  c o n c e r n e d  
p a re n ts  th a t  the re  m igh t  soon  be a 
s to ry tim e for special people. Shortly 
th e re a f te r ,  it w as  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  
m en ta l ly  an d  physically h an d icapped  
persons  cou ld  co m e  to  the  library for 
the ir  special time.

O n  a W ednesday  m o rn in g  in early 
October, the  special g roup  m e t for the  
first time. In a selected place in the 
library, seven or  eight boys an d  girls 
now  regularly gather  a ro u n d  sm all ta ­
bles. T h ey  d o  crafts, take tours,  do  the  
library bu lle tin  board, visit shut-ins, 
a n d  enjoy refreshments.

T h e  people w ho help  Miss M attie  
are  real f r iends  to  th e  group .  Miss 
M a tt ie  has  “ schoo l"  every W ednes­
day. T hey  have received state a n d  n a ­
t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  fo r  t h e i r  g o o d  
work.

Je n n y  is happy, her  special friends 
are happy, an d  M o m  is happy. O n e  
day  I s to p p ed  an d  re m e m b e re d  the  
little no te  in m y  Bible a n d  exclaimed, 
“G o d  answered! G o d  provided a cha ir  
for Jenny.” ^

We invite o u r readers to subm it per­
sona] experience stories for th is feature. 
M a n u sc r ip ts  sh o u ld  be ty p e w ritte n , 
d oub le  spaced, an d  th ree  to  six pages 
in  le n g th . In c lu d e  a se lf-a d d re sse d , 
stam ped  envelope. We can n o t prom ise 
pub lication , bu t we will publish the  best 
ones th a t we receive. Send vour articles 
to PERSO N A L EX PERIEN C E. H erald  
o f  H oliness, 6401 T h e  Paseo. K ansas 
City, M O  64131.

I said, “T h is  d o e s n ’t m e a n  we'll see 
the  s to ry t im e  lady, Miss Mattie.” 

Jenny  said, “OK, library.”
W h e n  we p arked  a t  the  library and  

w en t in, I asked the  lady a t  the  desk, 
“W ould  M attie  h ap p e n  to  be  in?”

She said, “ You know, 1 th in k  she 
ju s t  m ig h t  be. Wait here.”

She c a m e  back  a n d  said, “C o m e  
here, I w an t  you to  see this.”

M attie  was sit ting on  the  Boor be ­
tw een  the  shelves o f  books, reading. 
Je n n y  ran  an d  hugged her.

To know  Miss M a tt ie  is to  know  
a special friend to  all the  children  

in o u r  town. N ot ju s t  a good li­
b ra ry  storyteller, sh e ’s funny, 

happy, ta le n te d ,  a n d  in te r ­
ested in each child.

We to ld  M att ie  th a t  we 
w a n te d  to  go to  schoo l 
b u t  th a t  we d id n ’t have a 
school. She said, “C o m e  
with  me.”

She  to ld  J e n n y  a n d  
m e  to  w ait by the  chil­
d r e n ’s bookshelves.  She 
went to  the  b a s e m e n t  to  
f in d  “ S c o o te r  M o u se ,” 
t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  a n i m a l  
w ho  lives in the  library 
basem ent.  He an d  M a t­
tie are friends w h o  know  
lots o f  secrets. C hildren  
a n d  g r o w n - u p s  all a re  
confused  a b o u t  w hich  is 
S c o o te r  a n d  w h ic h  is 
Miss Mattie .  O f  course, 
n o  o n e  e v e r  s e e s  
S cooter  M o u se— th a t  I 
kn o w  of.

As we waited by the  
ch i ld ren ’s bookshelves, 

M att ie  c a m e  back  with 
a  school sack with  h o m e ­

work, an d  a pa in ted  rock. 
She said, “Take th is  hom e,

and talked. 1 said, “Jenny, w ould  you 
like to go to the library?”

“Yes!” She quietly answered.
With great relief, I s ta rted  the  

car.
A s  w e d r o v e  
to  the  library,
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sory Council to discuss pos­
sible successors to Midden­
dorf.

The election was prompted 
by the resignation  of  Keith 
Wright. Wright was elected 
superintendent of the Kansas 
C i ty  D is t r i c t  A u o u s t  15, 
1990.

Middendorf had served as 
superintendent of the North­
west Oklahoma District since 
J u ly  1 9 8 5 .  F ro m  1 978  to 
1985. he was senior pastor of 
R ic h a rd so n .  Tex ..  Church. 
P r io r  to th is ,  he pastored 
c h u r c h e s  in N ew  Mexico, 
Eastern Kentucky, and Ten­
nessee.

M iddendorf  and his wife, 
Susan, have three children, 
Jon, Mario, and Jim.

NAZARENE MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER KILLED
Police have made no arrests 
in the m urder  o f  two Long 
B each ,  C a l i f . ,  N a z a rc n e s .  
Phongsy Bonsynat, 41, and 
h e r  1 7 -y ea r -o ld  d a u g h te r ,  
Nalon, were killed N ovem ­
ber 13 in th e ir  a p a r tm en t .  
T he  f a m i ly  a t te n d e d  New 
Life Church, the Cambodian 
ministry of Long Beach First 
C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a re n e .  
Mrs. B o n sy n a t  and  N alon  
worked in the children's de­
partment at the church.

According to police o ffi­
c ials ,  three men were seen 
running from the Bonsynat 
apa r tm en t  bu ild ing  around  
the time of the shooting. Po- 
lice are s e a r c h in g  for  the 
three and another man. P o­
lice believe the killings may 
h ave  been  the  re s u l t  o f  a 
vendetta against Mrs. Bonsy- 
nat’s husband, Ot.

Nalon was ea ting  d inner  
when she was shot several 
t im es .  Mrs. B o n sy n a t  was 
nursing her three-month-old 
son. Johnny, when she was 
shot once in the head. The in­
fant was unharmed.

Mr. B o n s y n a t  and  tw o  
daughters, 6-year-old Emily 
and 12-year-old Only, were 
in another part of the apart­
ment when the murders o c ­
curred. They were unharmed.

Two other sons were not 
home at the time. Sangvorn, 
20, is a student at Point Lo- 
ma Nazarene College. Phon, 
18, attends a local college in 
Long Beach.

A cco rd ing  to police, the 
k iller  stood on the balcony 
walkway as he fired several 
rounds from a semiautomatic 
handgun. He shot through a 
hole in the windowpane and 
through a drawn curtain. The 
w in d o w  had  b ee n  b ro k e n  
a b o u t  an h o u r  b e fo re  the  
shooting.

Funeral services for Mrs. 
B o n s y n a t  and  N alon  were  
held  N ovem ber  27 at New 
Life Church.

NAZARENES SAFE 
FOLLOWING TYPHOON
A ty p h o o n  th a t  ro a re d  
th rough  C ebu  C ity  ca used  
some dam age to Philippine 
N azarene churches  and the 
Bible college, but no Naza- 
renes were reported injured.

The typhoon swept through 
the Philippines into the South 
C h in a  S ea N o v e m b e r  13 
kill ing  m ore  than 100 p e r ­
sons and leaving hundreds  
missing. T housands remain 
homeless.

All Nazarene m issionary  
personnel are safe, according 
to John Smee, Mission Ser­
v ic e s  d i r e c to r .  S m e e  sa id  
Nazarene Visayan Bible Col­
lege President Julie MacAin- 
an reported some buildings 
on the  c a m p u s  w ere  d e ­
s troyed  by the high w inds 
and water. The storm left the 
school without electricity and 
safe drinking water. Classes 
were suspended until the first 
week in December.

M iss ionary  R obert Craft  
has directed Nazarene C om ­
passionate Ministry funds to 
provide rice, noodles, eggs, 
and other food for the home­
less and jobless.

As many as 10 Nazarene 
c h u r c h e s  m ay  h av e  been  
d a m a g e d — m o s t ly  in the  
form of lost roofs. A full re­
port will take some time be­
cause of damaged roads and 
telephone lines.

The typhoon was the 14th 
to hit the Philippines in 1990.

MIDDENDORF ACCEPTS 
K.C. FIRST PASTORATE

Jesse  C. M id ­
d e n d o r f ,  47 .  
superintendent 
o f  the  N o r t h ­
w e s t  O k l a ­
hom a District,  
has  a c c e p te d  

the call to se rve  as s e n io r  
pas tor  o f  Kansas City First 
Church of  the Nazarene. The 
c h u r c h  e x t e n d e d  the  ca ll  
N o v e m b e r  25. W ith  342  
vo tes  cast,  M id d e n d o rf  re ­
ceived 323 yes votes and 17 
no votes. There were 2 a b ­
stentions.

Middendorf will begin his 
new assignment January 13.

Donald D. Owens, respon­
sible general superintendent 
for Northwest Oklahoma, has 
met with the district's Advi­

WASHINGTON FLOODING 
CREATES PROBLEMS
H e a v y  ra in s  an d  melting 
snow crea ted  big problems 
for residents o f  Washington 
State recently.

S ix  N a z a r e n e  churches 
were unable to hold services 
N o v e m b e r  25 b e c a u s e  of 
h igh  w a te r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
Hugh Smith, Washington Pa­
cific District superintendent 
S o m e  N a z a r e n e  families 
were among the nearly 3,000 
persons who were evacuated 
in the  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  the 
state af te r  20 rivers spilled 
out of their banks.

The S n o q u a lm ie  Church 
was the hardest hit with al­
most three feet o f  water in its 
s a n c tu a ry .  S m i th  s a id  the 
pastor of the church reported 
cracking pews, ruined hym­
n a l s ,  and  o th e r  damage. 
A ro u n d  tw o  fee t  o f  water 
caused extensive dam age in 
the parsonage.

Smith said the Snoqualmie 
Church, which was flooded 
with 18 inches of  water four 
years ago, had no flood in­
surance on the building, and 
that the contents were not in­
sured.

More than 220 persons partic ipated in the annual Thanksgiving din­
ner at Lamb’s Church of the Nazarene in New York City. The inner- 
city ministry has been serving Thanksgiving meals to the poor and 
homeless since 1977. At least 60 volunteers, including individuals 
from the community, homeless persons, and a church group from  
Dayton, Ohio, helped in preparing the m eals and serving.
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Lillenas Publishing Com pany
Box 4 1 9 5 2 7  •  Kansas City, MO 64141

O v er  25 co n te m p o ra ry  favorites from  so m e  of  today 's  to p  a r t ­
ists, inc luding: Twila Paris, Steve G reen ,  M ichael C ard ,  Larnelle  
Harris, S and i  Patti, Ray Boltz, T he  G a ith e r  Vocal Band, a n d  
more. P ackaged  in b o th  Listening a n d  S o lo /A c c o m p a n im e n t  
Editions, this  treasu ry  of m usic  will insp ire  you  to ca rry  HIS 
light to you r  o w n  h ea r t  a n d  to others'.

LISTENING CASSETTE & CD
F e a tu r in g  T H E  M A ST E R S  C H O R A L E  c o n d u c t e d  b y  T O M  
FETTKE, this  collection p rov ides  in sp ira t iona l  l is ten ing  w h a t ­
ever the  occasion. C o n ta in in g  over 90  m in u te s  of  m usic  in  a 
varie ty  of styles (contem porary ,  scrip ture , praise, gospel). C a rry  
th e  L ig h t  will fast b ecom e a p r ized  l is ten ing  favorite  in y o u r  
C hris t ian  m usic  collection.

H H T A -9 1 2 5 C  Stereo Casse tte
h h d c -9125  Stereo C o m p a c t  Disc

SOLO/ACCOMPANIMENT
The  solo version of  C a rry  th e  L ig h t  co n ta in s  all o f  th e  e lem e n ts  
you w ou ld  expect from  a Tom Fettke p roduction :  quality, value, 
a n d  variety. O rc h es t ra ted  for a m e d iu m -h ig h  voice range .  Youth 
soloists will especially  app rec ia te  the  rea so n ab le  vocal ranges.

H H M B -626  S o lo /A c c o m p a n im e n t  Book $9.95
h h t a - 9 1  26S S p li t -C h a n n e l  Solo C asse tte  $ 19.98
H H M U -9 1 2 5 C  Stereo A c c o m p a n im e n t  C asse tte  $55.00
H H M U -9 1 2 5 T  A c c o m p a n im e n t  C o m p a c t  Disc $80.00

Prices subject to change without notice.
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