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Observer at W. E. McCUMBER

Square Convictions

I’ve been called “square.” Once, 
when my boys were still teen­
agers, I was giving them a free 

lecture peppered with good advice. 
But I could tell they weren’t really 

listening, so I stopped and said,
“You think your dad is really 
square, don't you?”

In the sudden silence that fol­
lowed, one of them replied, “Dad, 
you don’t even have round edges.” 

Perhaps so, but I have found 
some convictions that make life 
worthwhile. Assuming that a 
square is still a figure with four 
equal sides and four right angles, 
let an old square share with you his 
square convictions.

Side one is, “God loves me.”
I didn’t learn this from nature. 

Too many storms were life- 
threatening to convince me that 
God is love. Too many people have 
been wiped out by natural disasters 
to bear that message to my heart.

No, I became convinced that 
God loved me through the cross of 
Christ. There the best of men died 
for the worst of sinners. There He 
who was himself sinless bore our 
sins in order to reconcile us to 
God. That “God was in Christ rec­
onciling the world to himself” 
pierced my mind, heart, and con­
science with the overwhelming 
truth that God loves even me.

Side two is, “Jesus saves me.”
On a summer night in 1940 I 

gave my heart to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He forgave my sins and as­
sured me inwardly of His accep­
tance of that offer. Crisis moments 
have occurred throughout my years 
when events took place that had

life-changing and life-redirecting 
consequences. None of them rival 
for power and value and beauty 
that moment when 1 turned from 
sin and asked for mercy and Jesus 
bonded me to himself forever.

But salvation is not past tense, 
period. I enjoy a day-by-day fellow­
ship with Him that makes forgive­
ness, cleansing, peace, and joy the 
constants of life. His salvation has 
taught me not to live looking back­
ward with a sigh of relief but to live 
looking forward with a gasp of 
hope. Like the pepper­
mint stick a boy was 
licking, “it gets gooder 
and gooder.”

Side three is, “People 
need me.”

They may not always 
want me, but they need 
me, and for that reason 
I attempt to serve their 
needs in the name of 
the Lord.

I was visiting a friend 
in a hospital room 
where three other patients were 
housed. When I told him that I was 
going to pray for him and for the 
others, a fellow over in one corner 
exclaimed, “You can leave me out 
of that.” Of course, I couldn’t and I 
didn’t. I simply asked the Lord not 
to exclude from His love and 
power the man who wanted to be 
excluded from my prayer. Later, 
the same man was glad to have me 
at his bedside sharing Scripture 
and offering prayer.

Because people need the Christ 
who graciously turned my life 
around, my life can be invested as

a mission, as service to humanity’s 
deepest need.

Side four is, “Heaven awaits me.”
Beyond the pain, grief, and death 

that abounds on earth, God has a 
better country where none of the 
negative forces intrude. In that 
hope I have buried my dead, and 
in that hope I will face my own 
death.

I am well aware of the contempt 
poured upon that hope by philos­
ophers and politicians who dismiss 
heaven with the sneer, “Pie in the

sky by and by.” Well, I agree with 
Paul: “If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all men 
most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 
15:19, RSV). There is pie in the sky 
by and by, and I look forward to 
my slice of what God has gra­
ciously provided as the eternal 
home of His redeemed people.

Living by these square con­
victions has brought me down to 
old age with no complaints to 
make, with abundant joys to share.
W. E. McCumber is a preacher, 
teacher, author, and former editor of 
the Herald of Holiness. ^

H iis salvation has taught 
me not to live looking 
backward with a sigh 

o f  relief but to live 
looking forward with 

a gasp o f  hope.
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When the Mighty Rushing Wind Blows

The Holy Spirit is as uncon­
trollable and unpredictable 
as the wind th a t sweeps 

across the desert, swishing the 
grasses low, swirling the sand into 
dusty clouds, whistling through the 
cedars, and roaring through the 
rocky canyons. This “mighty rush­
ing wind” of a God came upon the 
believers on the Day of Pentecost.

This powerful God cannot be 
m anipulated or fully explained. 
Those who think they have figured 
out a formula to get Him to do 
what they want have yet to learn 
some things about the sovereignty 
of the Holy Ghost.

Uncontrollable, mysterious, and 
unpredictable as He is, there does 
seem to be a pattern to what usually 
happens when this “mighty rushing 
wind” of a God moves among us. 
In preparation for Pentecost, I stud­
ied the first 12 chapters of Acts 
again. When the Holy Spirit was 
poured out—almost always upon a 
praying group of people—three 
kinds of ministry broke out.

First, the believers w itnessed 
boldly. “They were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the 
word of God with boldness. . . . 
And with great power the apostles 
gave witness to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus” (4:31, 33, NKJV). 
One after another, those early disci­
ples reenacted Peter’s bold declara­
tion of the gospel to the same crowd 
he lied to and ran from before he 
was filled with the Spirit (Acts 2).

The second kind of ministry that 
broke out was a reckless sort of 
stewardship that went beyond all 
reason. We read that those Spirit- 
Filled people “sold their possessions 
and  goods, and  d iv id ed  them  
among all, as anyone had need” 
(2:45, NKJV). They discovered the 
truth celebrated in Albert Orsborn’s 
song:

Earthly things are paltry show
Phantom charms, they come 

and go.
The third kind of ministry that 

broke out when the Spirit came had 
escaped my serious attention until 
this year. I had always noticed the 
bold witnessing and the reckless 
stewardship. W hat had nearly es­
caped me was that ministry to the 
weak, the sick, and those oppressed 
by evil forces comes on like a flood 
when the Spirit is poured out.

From many possible examples, 
Luke chooses one which perfectly 
symbolizes the dispossessed and our 
Christian responsibility to them. He 
shows us a crippled beggar. To that 
outcast Peter said, “Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have give 
I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk” (3:6).

M any such events oc­
curred. People came from 
far and near “bringing sick 
people and those who were 
tormented by unclean spir­
i ts , a n d  th e y  w ere  a ll 
healed” (5:16, NKJV).

In chapter 6, we find the 
comm unity organizing to 
feed the hungry. In chapter 
11, we find them planning 
“ fam ine relief.” And, in 
chapters 8 and 11, we also 
discover the gospel being 
shared with those who once were 
called “Gentile dogs.” Though it 
amazed the Jewish believers that 
G od would extend salvation to 
Gentiles, they accepted it—after 
they were filled with the Spirit. Isn’t 
it marvelous what a Holy Ghost re­
vival will do for the social con­
science!

I am not surprised, therefore, to 
Find that same Pentecostal evidence 
when I study those days when the 
holiness movement swept across the

prairies like a mighty rushing wind, 
whistling through the cedars, and 
roaring down the barren canyons of 
a nation’s hungry heart. Everywhere 
those forefathers of ours went they 
established orphanages, homes for 
unwed mothers, schools, and other 
ministries to the weak and vulner­
able. If you are too young to re­
member doing without something 
so you could give an offering for 
Rest Cottage, you have missed a 
blessing.

The G rea t D epression  made 
most of our outreach to the poor 
seem “financially unfeasible.” Be­
sides, social service was the type of 
thing those “ m odernist liberals” 
did. But many of us have learned 
our lesson and have returned to the 
Source w ith W illiam  C ow per’s 
prayer in our hearts:

Return, O holy Dove, return
Sweet Messenger o f rest!

I hate the sins that made Thee 
mourn,

And drove Thee from my breast.
This issue of the Herald features 

three articles that remind us of our 
C h ristian  responsib ility  to the 
homeless and the mentally hand­
icapped. I invite you to read them 
carefully and prayerfully, along with 
the first 12 chapters of Acts. ^

Wehen the “mighty rushing 
wind” o f  God comes upon 
H is people, powerful new 

ministries break out.
\
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NONE

No gold— except the ore pass through the furnace; 

No gem s— but from the sharp, abrasive wheel;

No harvest— less the earth be torn with furrows;

No building— but with tools of gleaming steel.

No bread— except with turn of crushing mill wheels, 

and heat of oven glowing bright and long;

No water— but where earth’s far depths are pierced; 

No meat— but death to creatures, weak or strong.

No life— but by the valley of the shadows;

No hope— but in a Christ who died one day;

No peace— except by full and free surrender;

No heaven— but by the strait and narrow way.

— Jean Leathers Phillips 
San Diego

Thank you...
"Thank yon for remembering. It says so 
much fp r  those o f us who are no longer 
able to make the strong contribution o f  
ministry o f form er days. The Lord has been 
good to us. These are the happiest years o f 
our lives, and you have helped to make it 
so. Thanks fo r everything."

Letters such as the one above to m e  to the Pensions office 
every day. The w riters know that their thanks should be 
directed to the entire church whose m em bers have 
contributed  to the Pensions and B enefits Fund. Your support 
o f retired m inisters and their spouses is deeply appreciated.

B O A R D  O F  P E N S IO N S  A N D  B E N E F IT S  U S A  
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ROGER L. HAHN

P o rtra its  o f  Jesus in John

The Open Door
I am the door, i f  anyone enters 

through me he will be saved and he 
will go in and come out, and he 
will fin d  pasture (John 10:9).*

John 10 is built around the 
parable of the shepherd and 
the sheep told by Jesus in 

verses 1-5. Most people think of 
this chapter as the chapter of the 
good shepherd. But the good shep­
herd teaching of Jesus was the sec­
ond application of the parable of 
the shepherd and the sheep. The 
first application appears in verses 
7-10, where Jesus describes himself 
as the door, the door of the sheep. 
The statement “1 am the door” ap­
pears twice in these verses, and 
Jesus made two very different ap­
plications of this figure of speech.

Jesus introduced the metaphor 
of the door in verse 7, “Truly, truly,
I am saying to you that I am the 
door of the sheep.” Verse 8 makes 
it clear that Jesus is the authentic 
door in contrast to those imposters 
who had come before, the thieves 
and robbers. As the door, Christ 
provided access to the sheep. That 
means that He was not thinking of 
himself as the shepherd at this 
point. Rather, God was the Shep­
herd who approached the sheep 
through the door, Jesus. Ezekiel 34 
furnishes background for under­
standing this. The prophet de­
scribed Israel as God’s flock and 
the rulers of Israel as the shep­
herds. Rather than caring for the 
flock, those rulers had alternately 
ignored God’s people or actually 
preyed upon them. Ezekiel an­
nounced the coming judgment of 
those rulers as the flock would be 
scattered and the false shepherds 
would be removed from their posi­
tions of responsibility.

Ezekiel then looked forward to a 
day when God himself would be Is­

rael’s Shepherd. He would gather, 
protect, and lead the flock to good 
pasture. In John 10:7-8, Jesus was 
announcing that the day Ezekiel 
had hoped for had arrived. Jesus 
was the door that God was opening 
to enter this world and regather 
His scattered people. Through 
Christ, God himself nurtures His 
flock and leads us to peaceful wa­
ters and green pastures. It is a 
beautiful picture of the Incarnation 
that John paints for us here. Jesus 
is the open door by which God 
comes to us.

Verses 9-10 turn the door meta­
phor around. There, Jesus is the 
door by which the sheep go in and 
out. The application is very clear 
because the literal benefit—pas­
ture—and the spiritual 
benefits—being saved and 
life—are intermingled in 
verses 9-10. Jesus is the 
only way the flock has to 
gain access to pasture and 
abundant life. Other peo­
ple may offer other ways of 
salvation, but they are im­
posters and thieves. Not 
only do they fail to provide 
nurture and life, but they, 
in fact, steal the salvation 
and life that Christ has al­
ready provided. Should the flock 
be fooled by the thief, they will be 
led to death and destruction.

Verse 10 concludes by stating 
Jesus’ purpose: “I have come that 
they might have life and that they 
might have it in abundance.” In 
John 10:9-10, finding pasture leads 
to having life. John has already 
portrayed Jesus-as living water (the 
water of life) and as the bread of 
life. Using the sheep metaphor, 
Jesus provides the pasture of life. 
And that pasture is abundant; it 
provides all that is needed and fully

satisfies. Jesus is not just the only 
way by which salvation and life can 
be obtained. The life He provides is 
totally sufficient and satisfying.

At this point, many of us have 
done a disservice to Christ. We 
have acted and allowed others to 
act as if the Christian life were a re­
strictive, unpleasant life. Authentic 
life, life to the full, can only happen 
in obedience to the whole will of 
God. When we understand the will 
of God to be the salvation of all 
creation and the establishment of 
His righteous reign on earth in­
stead of just “being good,” the 
Christian life becomes tremen­
dously exciting and challenging. 
Jesus is the door that opens that 
exhilarating life to us.

A t this pointy many of 
us have done a disservice 

to Christ.

For further study: (1) Read Eze­
kiel 34:1-26. What elements per­
tain to John 10:1-18? What ele­
ments describe Jesus? (2) Reflect 
on the benefits Jesus has opened 
up to you, list some of them, and 
give thanks. (3) Identify a specific 
area of your life in which you need 
to open up to God. Ask Christ to 
help you open that door of your 
life.
‘ U n less o the rw ise  noted, the  B ib le q u o ta tio n s  in th is article are 
the  au thor's  ow n  translation.

Roger L. Hahn teaches New Testa­
ment at Southern Nazarene University

*
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H i

n You E.

The Call to Intercession

A Christian fellowship lives 
and exists by the inter­
cession of its members for 

one another, or it collapses.” The 
more I meditate on that statement 
by Dietrich Bonhoeflfer, cited by 
Bob Benson in Disciplines for the 
Inner Life, the more the call to in­
tercession grips my mind and 
heart.

Such a declaration raises all sorts 
of questions. Can intercessory 
prayer be that important? What 
place does it occupy in the mosaic 
of my life of prayer? Why is it so 
hard, and does it really make a dif- 

! ference anyway? What is inter- 
! cession?

Let’s consider the last question 
first. Some writers suggest that it is 
“asking God to grant something for 
another person” (Biehl and Hag- 
elganz. Praying: How to Start and 
Keep Going, Questar Pub., 72).
Such a definition is headed in the 
right direction, but 1 believe there 
is more to intercession than that. 
Kenneth Leech says, “Intercessory 
prayer is not a technique for chang­
ing God’s mind, but it is a releasing 
of God’s power through placing 
ourselves in a relationship of co­
operation with God” (True Prayer, 
Harper and Row, 25). He intro­
duces here the elements of inten- 
tionality, action, and commitment.

In the judgment of Gordon Mac­
Donald, “Intercession usually 
means prayer on behalf of others.
It is the greatest single ministry, in 
my opinion, that the Christian is 
privileged to have. And perhaps the 
most difficult . . .  Intercession liter­
ally means to stand between two 
parties and plead the case of one to 
the other” (Ordering Your Private

World, Nelson, 155). Here again, 
the definition points to participa­
tion in an activity of cosmic im­
portance.

Henri Nouwen describes in­
tercessory prayer from a more 
imaginative and contemplative 
viewpoint when, speaking of the 
interior life, he says: “To pray for 
others means to offer others a 
hospitable place where I can really 
listen to their needs and pains. 
Compassion, therefore, calls for a 
self-scrutiny that can lead to inner 
gentleness.” He goes on to say, “If I 
could have a gentle ‘interiority’—a 
heart of flesh and not of stone, a 
room with some spots on which 
one might walk bare­
footed—then God and 
my fellow humans could 
meet each other there.
Then . . . God can hear 
the prayer for my neigh­
bors and embrace them 
with His love” (cited by 
Bob Benson in Disci­
plines for the Inner Life,
74).

All of this is to say 
that the call to inter­
cession is more than 
saying (as I have done so 
many times), “I’ll be praying for 
you.”

Sometime during nearly every 
prayer retreat or seminar, the ques­
tion arises, “What is the difference 
between supplication and inter­
cession?” From my perspective, 
supplication is the broader term 
and includes all my requests of 
God. Intercession has to do with 
praying to God on behalf of others 
and can include the range from 
family to the world. Therefore, in

my journal, I have a “prayer list” 
and an “intercession list.”

We will have to come back to 
this subject next time, but let’s get 
started this month on answering 
God’s call to intercession. In a 
place of quiet, with some time to 
spend, try the following exercise. 
Slowly, meditatively read Ephesians 
3:14-21 and Colossians 1:9-12.
Take time to let the Word speak to 
you; listen to what it is saying. 
Then, on a sheet of paper, sponta­
neously list the first six to eight 
names of persons who come to 
your mind. List no more than 
eight, but six will be enough.

In silence, look over your list.

Think about each name individu­
ally. What would you like God to 
do for them? Within the knowledge 
you have, what are their deepest 
concerns? Is there illness, depres­
sion, anxiety? Is there a struggle 
with loneliness, a moral problem, 
or grief? Has there been a heavy 
loss of some kind? What are their 
struggles? In a word or two, indi­
cate these needs to the right of 
each name. Now let this list be the 
beginning of your ministry of inter­
cessory prayer this month! ^

I s  there a place in the 
center o f your heart where 

God and the people you 
know can meet?

DEE FREEBORN
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Better and Better Holiness Standards
I’ve been taking the Herald o f  Holiness since 1940. I’m now 

90 years old. I see no reasons for any change in our Herald. In 
fact, I think it’s getting better and better.

Leone Scott 
Shippensburg. Pa.

High Point
Truly, the high point of the April edition of the Herald was 

the General Superintendent’s Viewpoint! Dr. Knight's article: 
“Our Mission! Replace or Renew It?” is a masterpiece that de­
serves to be put into a convenient tract form to allow a wide­
spread mass distribution. How pertinent it was! The chief rea­
son why I, along with most other Nazarenes, am satisfied to 
belong to this denomination is that I am convinced that we are 
a church that truly has been raised up by the Lord to preserve 
the emphasis on the biblical doctrine, the vital personal experi­
ence, and the consistent joyful living that characterize entire 
sanctification. We are not ashamed, and make no apologies 
whatever for our loyalty to this church. The Church of the Naz- 
arene has no reason at all for maintaining its radical separate 
existence if we ever stop being a second-blessing holiness 
church.

I am a retired Nazarene elder, having joined the church in 
1939. Along with Dr. Knight, I, too, cast my vote to “renew" 
our mission rather than replace it.

Edward Bass 
Union City. Calif.

Renew Our Mission
I commend General Superintendent John A. Knight for his 

most timely article under Viewpoint, “Our Mission! Replace or 
Renew It,” which I read in the April 1991 issue of the Herald o f  
Holiness.

I, too, am concerned about the lack of emphasis of this most 
vital and distinctive doctrinal position of our church. It would 
appear that many of our ministers are either confused or are 
simply neglecting the doctrine of our church that has set us 
apart from other denominations. We must be reminded that to 
neglect to teach and preach this important tenet of our doc­
trinal belief will lead us into confusion and spiritual weak­
ness . . .

Ralph L. Moulton 
St. Petersburg. Fla.

As a minister in a conservative holiness denomination (Bible 
Missionary Church), I try to read religious periodicals from 
other denominations so as to be informed and to gain truth 
from other sources. For the most part, the Herald still leads the 
way in number and quality of articles on the doctrine of holi­
ness.

However, one thing disturbs me when reading and looking at 
the majority of older holiness church periodicals, and that is a 
lack of emphasis on Wesleyan standards of dress and appear­
ance. A type of antinomian attitude seems to permeate much of 
the old holiness movement. It is commonly stated that the con­
victions of the past were mere opinions and do not apply to the 
age in which we're living.

But what does Scripture say? The classic dress scriptures are 1

Youth Pastor Mel m eets a little  earlier than  
planned w ith  the parents of h is  y ou th  to 

d iscu ss  “C hristian” rock m usic.
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Timothy 2:9-10 and 1 Peter 3:3-4. John Wesley, in his “Advice 
to Methodists with Regard to Dress” ( Works 11:466-78), says 
that these verses ought to be literally applied as the forbidding 
of stealing or adultery is applied. He also says in the same arti­
cle that Methodists should imitate the Quakers o f  that day in 
plainness, neatness, and modesty. In his notes on the New Testa­
ment on those verses, he says in regard to “gold, pearls, and 
costly array,” “a part is put for the whole.” He gives a long list of 
forbidden things that many professing Christians wore even in 
his day and says, “that these are not worth defending” and “Let 
all who see us know we’re not o f  this world. Let all our adorning 
be that which fadeth not away ever in righteousness and true 
holiness.” It used to  be also th a t  no  holiness wom an even 
trimmed her hair in accordance with 1 Corinthians 11:1-16.

I wonder how many older members within churches of  the 
older holiness movements remember when Wesleyan standards 
were the practice and rule instead of  the exception? It would be 
good to reprint Wesley’s “Advice to Methodists with Regard to 
Dress.” I wonder what the reaction would be to it if Wesley’s 
name wasn’t attached to it. Would it be passed off as though it 
were written by some fanatic?

Richard D. Swift
Eldon, Mo.

garb, preaching as he did, he would be declared the biggest legal­
ist since the apostle Paul and Jesus.

Joe O. Howell 
M iami, Fla.

The Tithe Is the Lord’s
I have always enjoyed the Herald, and one of the features I 

especially like is “The Question Box.”
Your answer on the practice of  withholding tithes in order to 

force the pastor out was right on target. . . .
Our tithes should never be used as a tool, by withholding 

them, to force out the pastor. They should always be used for 
the intended purpose— to help spread and proclaim the message 
of  salvation and holiness.

As a bivocational pastor, I count it a great privilege to share 
with my congregation every Sunday morning the act of worship 
in the giving of  the tithes and offerings so that we may do our 
part in fulfilling the Great Commission.

I learned it long ago, but my district pastor keeps reminding 
us that we can never outgive God.

Darrell E. L loyd  
Yuma, Ariz.

Christian Rock
Angela H unt wrote a fine article in the May Herald, “Manag­

ing Music in Your Home,” directed primarily toward parents of 
youth. I wholeheartedly agree with her premise that parents 
need to be aware of  the music their kids are listening to, and 
take steps to steer them away from what is harmful to what is 
positive.

However, Ms. H unt seriously short-changed what I believe is 
the most positive and viable option parents have to address in 
this area of  their kid’s life: Contemporary Christian Music. She 
first suggested that parents “analyze” the message of  “Christian 
rock” (which is fine), but then simply left the topic with a quote 
from a Baptist youth pastor who believes the message often gets 
lost in the “beat and the wild sounds.” If that’s the case, it seri­
ously undermines her argument that the Beastie Boys (a loud, 
lurid group that is quite passe in the current music scene and 
with teens) and the like are drilling negative messages into our 
children's heads. Though I do agree this is happening.

More importantly, though, it should be noted that Michael W. 
Smith, D eG arm o and Key, Stephen Curtis C hapm an, Kim 
Boyce, Glad, Margaret Becker, Petra, and a host o f  other artists 
are providing a solid, youth-oriented Christian message (that 
will stand up to “analysis”), in the style(s) that kids truly appre­
ciate. According to a 1991 study on teenagers in America by 
George Barna, a majority of  teens who have been exposed to 
“Christian rock” truly enjoy it. Alas, only 45% have been so 
privileged. I would encourage parents to plug into a ministry 
that meets kids where they are.

M ark Gilroy 
Kansas City, Mo.

John Wesley
I just read your report on Wesley in the Herald. I found it 

quite accurate and very interesting. I have been reading his 
works for almost 50 years. To me, he is the greatest man in his­
tory, with the possible exception of  St. Paul and, o f  course, the 
Master.

Thanks again for bringing to public notice the greatest theolo­
gian, teacher, preacher, organizer, and super saint the world has 
seen or probably will ever see. Oh, what a revival would take 
place if our preachers knew, experienced, and taught holiness as 
it really is: Wesleyan, or should I say Christian!

I’m afraid if Mr. Wesley were to appear dressed in modern
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VIEWPOINT
A Universal Nation

BY RAYMOND W. HURN, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

The dawning of the first univer­
sal nation” will cause turmoil 
but is . . . “an incredibly po­

etic fact,” according to author and 
dem ographer, Ben J. W atenburg 
(Kansas City Star, March 11, 1991). 

His observation is based on the enor­
mous growth of racial minorities in 
the United States of America.

The United States annually re­
ceives more immigrants than all 
other nations of the world combined. 
These culture groups tend to cluster 
—Asians around the Pacific Coast, 
Caribbean people in the Southeast, 
Hispanics in the Southwestern states, 
and Europeans in the Northeast. But 
this tells only part of the story. Sec­
ondary migrations carry them every­
where in America.

By the year 2080 it is projected 
that the American population will 
have fewer Anglo-Saxons than those 
of other nationalities.

In spite of this varied multicultural 
challenge, the church in America re­
mains the most segregated of all pub­
lic institutions. First-generation im­
migrants often want to preserve their 
historic language and culture. Suc­
ceeding generations are more com­
fortable in a society integrated at all 
levels. All minorities want to be in­
cluded at levels of leadership and 
decision m aking. The church in 
America cannot succeed in reaching 
minorities without greater sensitivity, 
especially to their needs for a voice 
and for equality.

Incredibly, the Asian population in 
America increased 107.8 percent in 
the ’80s. Expected to grow another 
37 percent by the year 2000, the 
American Asian population would 
then top 10 million.

During this same period, Afro- 
Americans, with 30 million in 1990, 
will grow to a population of 35.8 mil­
lion. The Hispanic population in­

creased  53 p e rcen t in the  ’80s. 
Growth in the '90s is expected to be 
19.6 percent, reaching 26.8 million 
by the year 2000. Only three African 
nations in the world have more than 
35 million people—Ethiopia, Nige­
ria, and Zaire. Only four Spanish­
speaking nations in the world have 
more than 30 million Spanish-speak­
ing people—Argentina, Colombia, 
Mexico, and Spain. The U.S.A. is the 
fourth largest African nation and the 
fifth largest Spanish nation in the 
world.

B y  the year 2080, 
Anglo-Saxons will 
be in the minority 
in the U.S.A.

Other races in the U.S. grew to 9.8 
million or by 45.1 percent from 1980 
to 1990. These other races include 
people from lands where mission­
aries are often forbidden or where 
Christianity is openly opposed. There 
are 5,220,000 Muslims in the U.S. 
Many, if converted and Spirit-filled, 
could help to reach 919,391,000 
Muslims worldwide.

Christ long ago gave direction to 
Christians in a universal nation. In 
John 4:35-36, Jesus said to His disci­
ples, “Do you not say, ‘Four months 
more and then the harvest’? I tell 
you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest” 
(NIV). Christ spoke these words to 
Jewish Christian disciples who had 
been prejudiced to hate non-Jews. 
S a m arita n s  were a g rea t cross- 
cultural challenge to the Christian

Jews. Ordinarily, this traveling party 
would have rushed through Samaria, 
but Jesus did not hurry on. They 
stayed two more days while Christ 
reaped a multicultural harvest.

Paul and Barnabas, as well as Pe­
ter, were led into cross-cultural suc­
cesses from the first of their evan­
gelistic endeavors. This brought 
controversy in the New Testament 
church. Chapters 2, 10, and 19 of 
Acts deal with the apostles’ approach 
to the cross-cultural and language 
barrier. Only in these chapters are 
tongues mentioned, and in each case 
it related to crossing cultural and lan­
guage barriers.

We ought not to think it strange 
that the cross-cultural challenge is 
fraught with complexities, even op­
positions. Despite such problems, 
culture groups should be the major 
part of the harvest for Nazarenes dur­
ing this decade.

Nazarenes have experienced some 
phenomenal progress in planting 
multicultural churches in the U.S. We 
grew from 183 multicultural works in 
1970 to 627 active multicultural 
works by October 11, 1990. Of these, 
428 were fully organized churches, 
and the rest were church-type mis­
sions or extension works. While we 
rejoice in these successes, we must 
now increase this outreach.

Christ, I believe, is saying to Naza­
renes in America today as He said to 
the Jews in the midst of their Samar­
itan surroundings: “You’re not look­
ing . . . you need to lift up your eyes 
and look . . . with intensity and with 
the intentionality of possessing the 
harvest.”

In the year of “Harvest Now” we 
must go and make disciples of all 
nations—especially those citizens of 
other nations who have come to our 
doorstep. ^
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HISTORIC CONFERENCE FOR BLACK PASTORS 
CONVENES IN KANSAS CITY

General Superintendent Raymond W. 
H um , who has long been involved in 
the promotion of  multicultural ministries 
within the Church of  the Nazarene, was 
honored by the pastors for his service to 
Blacks. H um  was conducting a district 
assembly in Arizona and was unable to 
attend the conference. His wife, Made- 
lyn, accepted the award for him.

The pastors also presented an award 
to Michael R. Estep, Church Extension 
M inistries director and Urban Ethnic 
Ministries consultant, for his service to 
black Nazarenes.

G eneral Superin tendent W illiam  J. 
Prince was the gues t speaker  for  the 
conference banquet. R. W. C unn ing­
ham, director o f  NBC Extension Center 
in South Charleston, W.Va., also made 
comments at the banquet. A longtime 
educator o f  black pastors and evange­
lists, Cunningham is the former presi­
dent o f  N azarene Bible Institute and 
was the first rec ip ien t o f  the D is t in ­
guished Service Award.

D uring  the w eek , the pas to rs  d i s ­
cussed a variety of  topics. Among these 
w ere  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  loca l  and  
national strategies for reaching and sav­
ing black families; how to accelerate 
black evangelism; and creative ways to 
encourage black students to attend Naz­
arene institutions of  higher education. 
T hey  a lso  m et w ith  g e n e ra l  c h u rc h  
leaders to discuss strategies to increase 
black participation in denom inational

^ G r e g  Dixon, executive pastor of First 
Church of God, Los Angeles, addresses a 
morning session of the conference.

▼ Persons attending one of the plenary  
sessions of the first Nazarene Black Pas­
tors Conference.

More than 100 black pastors attended 
the first National Black Pastors Confer­
ence of the Church of  the Nazarene in 
Kansas City recently.

Clarence Bowman and Gilbert Leigh 
were honored with Distinguished Ser­
v ice A w ards  for  m in is try  to Blacks. 
The pastors also honored W arren A. 
Rogers, Sr.

Rogers , w ho was unable to attend 
because of complications resulting from 
a stroke, was praised for more than 60 
years of service as a pastor, evangelist, 
musician, student recruiter, and district 
superintendent. Bowman served for 40 
years as a pastor, dean of men, profes­
sor, and student recruiter. Leigh has 
p a s to r e d  fo r  27 y e a r s .  H e  is the  
founder and president o f  New World 
Christian Ministries, an outreach pro ­
gram in the inner city of Chicago.

Chicago m inister 
G ilbert Leigh ex­
presses thanks for 
the Distinguished 
Service Award at 
the Black Pastors 
Conference. Gen­
e ra l S u p e rin te n ­
d ent W illia m  J. 
Prince looks on.

D is tin g u is h e d  S e rv ic e  A w ard  w inner 
Clarence Bowman with his w ife, Charlotte, 
and their family.

Barry Cunningham, one of the organizers 
of the conference, presents Mrs. Raymond 
W . Hurn w ith  an 
award honoring the 
general superinten­
dent for his service 
to  B la ck s  w ith in  
th e  Church of the  
Nazarene.

operations.
Other special speakers for the confer­

ence included Chris t ian  psychologist 
Yvonne Abatso; NBC professor Roger 
Bow m an; and Greg Dixon, executive 
p a s to r  o f  F irs t  C h u rch  o f  G od ,  Los 
Angeles.

Church Growth Division Director Bill Sulli­
van greets Robert E. Hunter, Jr., pastor of 
Detroit Grace Church of the Nazarene.

Com m unications D ivision D irector Paul 
Skiles and w ife, Maxine, chat with Samuel 
Cleare, pastor of Kankakee, II I. ,  Wildwood 
Church of the 
Nazarene.

10 H e ra ld  o f  Holiness



• NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • f
BY M A R K  G R A H A M  an d  T O M  F E L D E R

Representatives from more than 50 churches that support the Community of Hope stand on 
the steps of the U.S. Capitol. These churches were honored with the “Good Samaritan 
Award” in a special luncheon hosted by Senate Chaplain Richard Halverson. Tom Nees 
(right). Community of Hope director, and Halverson are pictured in front of the group.

Richard (Dick) Sowder, 
50, is the new Human 
R esources  m anage r  at 
Nazarene Headquarters, 
a c c o r d in g  to  G en e ra l  
Secretary Jack Stone. 

S o w d e r  b e g a n  his  
new assignment June 1.

S ow der  c a m e  to the  a s s ig n m e n t  
from a p as to ra te  in B r is tow , O kla . ,  
where he had served since 1988. He 
pastored the Id ab e l ,  O k la . ,  C h u rc h  
from 1986 to 1988. He was ordained 
in 1990.

A former m ajor  in the U.S. Army, 
Sowder was the executive officer of the 
U.S. Army Denver District Recruiting 
Command when he retired in 1979. In 
this post, he was responsib le  for the 
supervision o f  85 rec ru i te r s  in four  
states. He also developed the budget 
for his com mand and was responsible 
for the processing of  all recruits.

From 1979 until he entered the m in­
istry in 1986, S o w d e r  was o w ner  of  
several retail businesses and served as 
general manager for an Oklahoma City 
pipeline company.

Among other things, he is charged 
with handling personnel responsibilities 
for N azarene H eadquarte rs .  Hum an 
Resources is part of the General Secre­
tary's Office under the direction of  Jack 
Stone.

Sowder is a 1972 g rad u a te  o f  the 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N e b r a s k a  w h e r e  he 
earned a B.A. in economics and human 
resources. He is cu r ren t ly  w ork ing  
toward completion of  the requirements 
for an M .A. in re l ig ion  at S o u thern  
Nazarene University.

"I believe Dick will do an exception­
al job," said Stone. "He will manage

More than  300  p e rso n s  from  ac ross  
Europe and  the M id d le  East m e t in 
Swanwick. Derbyshire, England, recent­
ly for the Eurasia Regional Conference, 
according to Robert H. Scott, W orld  
Mission Division director.

"M iss ionaries  and national leaders 
from across the region were challenged 
to continue in their work to reach the 
unsaved in their countries," Scott said.

In addition to the general sessions, 
seminars and workshops were present-

the day-to-day functions related to per­
so n n e l— a jo b  for which he is well- 
eq u ip p ed ."  S tone also praised  Judy 
Veigl. D. M oody Gunter,  and Sandy 
Felter for their assistance in moving the 
p e r so n n e l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  f rom  the 
Finance Division to the General Secre­
tary's Office.

S o w d e r  and his w ife, Ellen , have 
four children, Verna, Scott, Rick, and 
Stefan.

ed dea ling  with com pass iona te  m in ­
istries, world mission strategy, interna­
tionalization, holiness heritage. English 
as a Second Language, and other top­
ics.

The serv ices  inc luded  tes t im onies  
from persons attending from the Middle 
East, the Azores, and England.

D u r in g  the  c o n f e r e n c e ,  G e n e ra l  
S u p e r in te n d e n t  John  A. K n ig h t  o r ­
dained seven elders from the British 
Isles districts and France.

COMMUNITY OF HOPE 
RECOGNIZES “GOOD 
SAMARITANS”
More than 50 churches were honored 
with the “Good Samaritan Award" for 
th e ir  su p p o r t  o f  the C o m m u n ity  of  
Hope urban ministry at a luncheon in 
Washington, D.C., recently. Hosted by 
R ichard  H alv e rso n ,  c h a p la in  o f  the 
Senate, the luncheon was held in the 
U.S. Capitol.

Halverson  encouraged  the pastors 
and church leaders to continue follow­
ing Christ’s example of preaching good 
news to the poor.

“Churches participate at the Commu­
nity of Hope in many ways," according 
to Tom Nees, director. "They provide 
financial assistance and volunteers, col­
lect food, clothing, furniture, and even 
operate a free dental clinic.”

Nearly 30 Nazarene churches from 
a c ro ss  the  U .S .  w ere  a m o n g  those  
honored.

MORE THAN 300 ATTEND EURASIA CONFERENCE

SOWDER IS NEW MANAGER
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PASTOR CLAIMS STREETS 
FOR THE LORD
The message was loud and clear: the 
streets belong to the Lord.

U nder  the leadersh ip  o f  N azarene 
pas tor  W arren Rogers , Chris t ians  in 
D es  M o in e s .  Iow a ,  h av e  tu rn e d  to 
prayer in their fight against crime and 
violence. Rogers, senior pastor of Faith 
Church of the Nazarene, recently orga­
nized an “Adopt-a-Street" prayer rally 
in an effort  to show that p rayer  can 
defeat crime. His motto is "Prayer will 
defeat crime on your street."

“Our purpose was to have as many 
churches as possible come together and 
pray to defeat the criminal element in 
our streets," Rogers said.

The three-day prayer rally featured 
D es  M o in e s  P o l ic e  C h i e f  W i l l ia m  
Moulder; Leon Herndon, chairman of 
the Black Ministerial Alliance; and Fae 
Brown, administrative assistant to Iowa 
Governor Terry Branstad. Several area 
churches participated in the rally, each 
agreeing to pray specifically for streets 
around their church building.

During the rally, participants prayed 
for coca ine  dea le rs ,  gang  m em bers ,  
p im p s ,  and  p ro s t i tu t e s .  T h ey  a lso  
p ra y e d  for  p r o b le m s  f a c in g  s in g le  
mothers, the unemployed, and neigh­
borhood children. Four officers who 
were p resen t r ep resen ted  the po lice  
department as the congregation “prayed 
for. prayed over, and praised them ." 
according to Rogers.

“Tonight, we are going to call in a 
new fo rc e ,"  C h ie f  M ou lde r  told the

W alter Rodriguez and Kim Hane assist in 
packing books bound for the Nazarene  
sem in ary  in N ig e r ia . NTS s tu d e n ts , 
through the World M ission Fellow ship , 
donated 29 boxes of books.

Des Moines, Iowa, pastor Warren Rogers 
stands in front of Faith Church of the Naz­
arene where the firs t “ A d o p t-a -S tre e t” 
prayer rallies were held recently. Rogers 
developed the prayer plan as a means to 
defeat crime and violence.

opening night congregation. “What is 
happening here tonight is truly impor­
tant and powerful. You have raised the 
fight against crime to a new high.”

Because of the success of the rallies 
in h is  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  R o g e r s  has  
announced plans for another "Adopt-a- 
S t re e t” p raye r  rally  May 1-3, 1992. 
Rogers also hopes to expand the idea to 
all 50 states.

For more information about the 1992 
p rayer rally, con tac t  Rogers  at 1501 
22nd Ave., Des Moines, IA 50311.

LILLENAS ANNOUNCES 
PROGRESS ON NEW HYMNAL
Lillenas Publishing Company has com­
pleted its work on the compilation of the 
new  N az a ren e  hy m n a l ,  acco rd ing  to 
Harlan Moore, Lillenas director. Titled 
Sing to the Lord,  the new hymnal will 
co n ta in  61 1 hym ns  (up from  514 in 
Worship in Song)  with approximately 
100 readings. All Scripture readings 
will be from the NIV translation.

“ O v e r w h e lm in g  d e n o m in a t io n a l  
response to a com plete set o f  surveys 
gave the com mittee accurate informa­
tion on both current hymn usage and 
preferences,” Moore said. "Thus, the 
hymnal will include more choruses and 
c u r r e n t  g o s p e l  so n g s ,  as w ell  as a 
stronger selection o f  standard hymns, 
both old and new."

The new hymnal will contain at least 
a dozen songs by the Gaithers and a bet­
ter  rep resen ta t ion  o f  W esley  hymns. 
There will be more seasonal hymns, as 
well as more on worship and praise and 
holiness, according to Moore.

S ing  to the L o rd  will include nine 
hymns previously found in Praise and 
Worship  but omitted from Worship in 
Song.  These include: "Beulah Land,” 
“Come and Dine," " I t 's  Real,” “Every 
Bridge Is Burned Behind Me,” "Sweet 
Will of God,” and "The Eastern Gate."

L il lenas  has begun  the process  of 
preparing several companion products. 
The new hymnal will be produced by 
Lillenas on the com pany's  new comput­
er music typesetting equipment.

Release of Sing to the Lord  is sched­
uled for spring 1993.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS ESTABLISHED AT NTS
Four new scholarships have been estab­
lished at Nazarene Theological Sem i­
nary, acco rd ing  to Terre ll  C. (Jack) 
Sanders, Jr., NTS president.

The  Bud L u n n -L e o n a r d  W h ip p le  
Fund for Personal Evangelism was cre­
ated to assist students in training for 
personal soul-winning. Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard W hipple provided money to 
Bud Lunn prior to his death to be used 
in some ministry. Lunn chose NTS as 
the recipient. Several others have con­
tributed to the endowment since Lunn's 
death. According to Sanders, the fund 
remains open for contributions.

The Bud Lunn-Paul Smith Memorial 
Scholarship Fund was es tablished by

Harold Ivan Smith in m em ory  of the 
f o r m e r  N PH  m a n a g e r  an d  S m ith ’s 
father, Paul Smith.

Henry and Clarissa Smits established 
a s c h o la r s h ip  f u n d  in th e i r  name. 
Henry is an NTS graduate and a retired 
professor  o f  ph ilosophy  at Northeast 
M issouri  S ta te  U n ivers i ty .  He now 
teaches part time at NTS.

Chaplaincy Ministries and the chap­
lains o f  the C hurch  o f  the Nazarene 
established and are funding the Chap­
la in s  M e m o r ia l  S c h o la r s h i p .  This 
scholarship, honoring deceased chap­
lains Gilbert Spencer and Byron Lee. 
will assist s tudents p reparing for the 
chaplaincy.
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COLLEGE GRADUATIONS CONTINUE
EASTERN NAZARENE COLLEGE

Cecil Paul, president 
DATE: May 27 
TOTAL GRADUATES: 175 
UNDERGRADUATES: 137 
GRADUATE DEGREES: 38 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:

James Sheets 
mayor, Quincy, Mass.

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Roy Carnahan
Washington D istric t superintendent 

HIGHLIGHTS:
•Donald Young appointed academic dean 
emeritus

•Barbara Finch appointed registrar emeri­
tus

MVNC V a le d ic to r ia n  Tam i H ard es ty  
(Coschocton, Ohio) receives congratula­
tions from E. LeBron Fairbanks, Mount 
Vernon Nazarene College president.

NORTHWEST NAZARENE COLLEGE
Gordon Wetmore, president 

DATE: June 9 
TOTAL GRADUATES: 180 
UNDERGRADUATES: 164 
GRADUATE DEGREES: 6 
ASSOCIATE DEGREES: 10 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:

Richard Hieb 
astronaut 

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Gordon Wetmore

STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM 
NBC EXTENSION CENTERS
Twenty-seven students graduated from 
3 of  the 22 Nazarene Bible College 
extension centers this spring, accord­
ing to Jerry Lambert, NBC president.

The students received biblical stud­
ies, Christian education degrees, or lay 
m in i s t r y  d ip lo m a s  th r o u g h  N B C . 
T w en ty -fou r  o thers  g radua ted  from 
the 20-course ministerial studies pro­
gram at eight o f  the centers.

At the Colorado Springs campus, 51 
N B C  s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e d  a s s o c ia te  
degrees and 34 received certificates at 
commencement exercises May 27.

Mark Burkey, Naz­
arene  B ib le Col­
leg e  g ra d u a te , 
passes the torch  
during graduation 
cere m o n ies  at 
NBC’s C olorado  
Springs campus.

Mayor Jam es S h e e ts , Q u in cy , M a s s .,  
delivers the com m encem ent address at 
Eastern Nazarene College, May 27. A 1958 
ENC graduate, Sheets was elected mayor 
of Quincy in 1989.

POINT LOMA NAZARENE COLLEGE
Jim L. Bond, president 

DATE: June 9 
TOTAL GRADUATES: 448 
UNDERGRADUATES: 327 
GRADUATE DEGREES: 121 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:

Os Guinness 
author and socio logist 

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Jim L. Bond 

HONORARY DEGREES:
W. W. (Jack) Morris 
assistant to the president (PLNC)
Francis L. (Bud) Smee 
attorney

HIGHLIGHTS:
•  Two graduates completed 

their course work with 
thesis, qualifying fo r a 
degree with a special 
order number, the highest 
recognition available from 
the Philippine government.

• Dedication of the adm in­
istration building in honor 
of General Superintendent 
Donald D. Owens, found­
ing president of APMTS.

ASIA-PACIFIC NAZARENE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

John M. Nielson, president 
DATE: April 6 
TOTAL GRADUATES: 11 
MASTER OF DIVINITY: 5 
M .A. IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 6 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER: 

Michael McCarty 
m ission director, Thailand

John M . N ielson, A sia-P ac ific  Nazarene 
Theolog ical Sem inary president (r ig h t), 
leads the ceremony naming the school’s 
administration building in honor of General 
Superintendent Donald D. Owens, founding 
president of APNTS. Owens’ brother, Denny 
(second from  left), represented the general 
superintendent at the ceremonies, which 
were held during APNTS’s commencement.
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August’s

10-Point Quiz
8. Children who live with their parents 
report that they engage in meaningful 
conversation with their father for:

A. 15 minutes per week
B. 5 minutes per week
C. 45 minutes per week
D. 90 minutes per week

9 . What percentage of U.S. hospitals 
do not require that patients be told if 
they test positive for the AIDS virus?

A. 65% C. 25%
B. 51% D. 9%

1 0 . North American pastors are resign­
ing from their churches at the rate of:

A. 75 per day C. 200 per day
B. 100 per day D. 300 per day

Answers on page 40
A. 50% C. 35% A. 53 C. 42
B. 40% D. 15% B. 36 D. 28

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS INVITED TO ISRAEL
When, in spring 1992, students in adult 
Sunday School classes study the life of 
Christ, many teachers will be present­
ing the lessons from a d ifferent per­
spective. They will have gained their 
unique point of view by visiting Israel.
At least 80 teachers  and s tudents  o f  
adult Sunday School c lasses  will be 
able to participate in the trip to the Holy 
Land Feb. 12-21, 1992.

Sponsored by Adult Ministries, the 
trip will provide background material 
for the March— May study of the Gospel 
o f  Luke, according to Stephen Miller,
Illustrated Bible Life editor.

“We'll be visiting sites mentioned in 
the spring lessons, as well as some sites 
m e n t io n e d  in o th e r  le ssons  co m in g  
t h r o u g h o u t  the  y e a r ,"  M i l le r  sa id .
“ A nd ,  w e ’ll have h o l in e ss  sc h o la rs  
sharing insights we can take back to our 
classes."

The trip will be directed by Wilbur 
Glenn W illiams. A veteran of  more 
than 50 trips to Israel, W illiams is a 
professor o f  archaeology and biblical 
literature at Indiana Wesleyan Universi­
ty. He is also a frequent contributor to 
Illustra ted  B ible L ife, a lit 'e-in-Bible- 
times magazine.

Angela Latham-Jones, professor of speech 
com m unication and d irector of th ea te r  
productions at Olivet Nazarene University, 
presents a reading during the Nazarene  
Worship and Music Conference.

1 . According to a study recently con­
ducted by the U.S. D epartm ent of 
Health and Human Services, how many 
of the approximately 20.7 million Amer­
ican teenagers drink alcohol weekly?
A. 8 million C. 3.75 million
B. 6.2 million D. 1.5 million

2 .  How many of the above teens are 
considered “ binge” drinkers— consum­
ing an average of 15 drinks weekly?
A. 4 million C. 750,000
B. 2 million D. 450,000

3 . Of the almost 89 million gallons of 
wine coolers sold annually in the United 
States, what percentage is consumed 
by teenagers?

4 . According to a report in the journal 
Science, what percentage of U.S. chil­
dren will witness the breakup of their 
parents’ marriage before reaching the 
age of 18?

A. 53% C. 45%
B. 50% D. 40%

5 . According to a survey conducted by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai 
B’rith, what percentage of Americans 
think the Holocaust could happen again 
to Jewish people?

A. 42% C. 25%
B. 33% D. 12%

6. The annual child care bill for the 
average working parent comes to:

A. $1,000 C. $2,500
B. $4,000 D. $3,000

7. The number of countries in which 
more than half the population is Muslim 
is:

"This is a unique approach, to tie a 
H oly  L and  tr ip  to a sp e c i f ic  set o f  
lessons.” Williams said.

In addition to Williams, Roger Hahn, 
professor o f  New Testament at South­
ern Nazarene University and a colum­

nist for the H era ld  o f  H o lin ess , will 
help lead the group.

For more information, contact Adult 
Ministries at 6401 The Paseo, Kansas 
City, MO 64131. or phone 816-333- 
7000, extension 480.

NTS HOSTS WORSHIP AND MUSIC CONFERENCE
More than 100 educators and ministers 
a t tended  the N azarene  W orsh ip  and 
Music Conference June 3-5 at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary. Sponsored by 
NTS, Pastoral Ministries, and Lillenas 
Publishing C om pany, the conference 
included workshops, worship sessions, 
Christian drama, and dialogue sessions 
centered around the theme "Traditions 
in Transition."

“The conference on music and wor­
ship demonstrates what can be accom­
plished when various agencies o f  the 
church pool their resources,"  said Al 
Truesdale, NTS dean.

Robert Webber, professor of theolo­
gy at Wheaton College, was the princi­
pal resource person for the conference. 
He has authored numerous books and 
articles in the field of church and soci­
ety, including The Church in the World 
and E va n g e lic a ls  on the Canterbury 
Trail.
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FAILURE TO TREAT
BY GUILFORD FITZ, JR., M.D., ANDERSON, CALIF.

F a ilu re  to  t r e a t” c o n ­
tinues to m ake the list 
o f  c o m p la in t s  t r ig ­
gering  m ed ica l m a l­
practice suits year af­

ter year. Som e people  seem  al­
most a n x io u s  to  b r in g  such  a 
lawsuit against their doctor.

The way som e C hristians talk, 
they would also like a chance to 
sue G od for “ failure to  treat.” 

W hen w ords such as divorce, 
cancer, u n em p lo ym en t, fu nera l, 
poverty, or com a  stop being ab ­
stractions and tu rn  in to  m onsters 
that e lbow  th e ir  w ay in to  o u r  
own fam ily circle, we develop a 
sort o f spiritually litigious m ind ­
set. “ W hy d o n ’t You do  so m e­
thing, G od?” we dem and.

But the spiritually litigious a tti­
tude over G o d ’s action, or lack o f 
it, may rob us o f the opportun ity  
to discover the deep m eaning o f 
what Paul called “the fellowship 
of his [Christ’s] sufferings.”

My ow n struggle w ith  “ b a d ” 
things happening to  good people 
under the eye o f an all-knowing, 
all-powerful, loving G od, cam e to 
a head  as m y m o th e r  b e c am e  
more and m ore helpless with Par­
kinson’s disease.

My feelings becam e m ore and 
more b itter against God. I com ­
plained, “ M other sacrificed  ev­
erything to  serve You; she put her 
all in to  m is s io n a ry  se rv ic e  in 
C h in a  a n d  A la s k a ;  a n d  now  
You’ve tu rned  Your back on her.” 

1 p r a y e d  m o re  in s i s te n t ly ,  
thinking my persistence was the 
key. I b ecam e  in creas in g ly  d e ­
manding, and increasingly em pty 
spiritually.

Finally, the Lord seem ed to an ­
swer, “ Your m o th e r has v ictory 
over this, how com e you d o n ’t?”

D uring  a visit to  m y paren ts 
when they were living in Nam pa. 
Idaho, 1 heard M other testify to 
G o d ’s g ift  o f  t r iu m p h  in  th e  
m id s t  o f  p h y s ic a l d e c a y — th e  
“right now” reality o f G od’s suf­
ficient grace. At tha t m om ent, 1 
stopped accusing G od o f “failure 
to  treat.”

The Problem of Evil 
V o lum es have  been  w ritte n  

a b o u t the  “ problem  o f  evil.” A 
variety o f suggestions have been 
proposed. O ne is that G od allows 
us to  suffer the consequences o f 
ou r foolishness so tha t we learn

C o u ld  I have a part 
in “the fellowship 
of Christ’s 
suffering”?

responsibility or stewardship. For 
exam ple, G od  has no p lans to  
protect us from getting tickets for 
speeding.

In a sim ilar vein, som e writers 
call a tten tion  to the high priority 
o f  f re e d o m  to  G o d  a n d  m an  
alike. Freedom  is an ind ispens­
ab le  in g re d ien t for real love. I 
could program  my com puter so 
that when I typed in “I love you,” 
it would answer back, “ I love you 
too .” So, the  love o f  a robot is 
m eaningless, but the love o f a free 
person is priceless.

Yet, real freed o m  o p e n s  th e  
do o r to  evil. Lust, m urder, and 
war are diam etrically opposed to 
G od’s purpose, but freedom to be 
real m ea n s  th a t  m an  m u st be 
able to  ac t co n tra ry  to  G od  as 
well as in h a rm o n y  w ith  H im .

God, in effect, surrenders some of 
His sovereignty as He grants m an 
the gift o f freedom.

F u rther, w hen a p e rso n  p e r­
petrates evil, that evil frequently 
m akes victim s o f innocent peo­
ple. For e x a m p le , if  I sh o u ld  
choose  to  steal y o u r car, G od  
would not be obliged to stop me. 
But you m ight miss an airplane, 
lose your job , or be u nab le  to  
tak e  th e  ch ild ren  next d o o r to  
Sunday School. Though innocent 
enough, you would suffer.

M any writers on the problem  
o f evil po in t to the trem endous 
potential for personal and spiri­
tu a l  g ro w th  th a t  t r ia ls ,  d i f f i ­
culties, and suffering can bring. 
Som e o f  th e  experiences these 
writers share are m arvelously in­
spiring and provide great com fort 
and  reassurance  o f  G o d ’s love. 
Jo n i E a re k so n  e lo q u e n tly  d e ­
scribes her path o f tears in Joni 
and the sequel, A Step  Further. 
She d e s c r ib e s  th e  d is a s te r  o f  
breaking her neck in a diving ac­
cident and the horrors o f a young 
athlete being paralyzed from the 
neck down. Yet, in the m idst o f 
th is  im p r is o n m e n t, she found  
G od working to  create from the 
raw m aterial o f a young broken 
teen  a w indow  to  the  h ea rt o f 
God.

T h e  key p h rase  o f  R o m a n s  
8:28, “work together,” is synergei 
in Greek. Literally, it means, “He 
[G o d ] w o rk s  w ith .” W h a t an  
open door! In the m idst o f any 
situation, w hether by chance, or 
brought on by forces o f evil. I can 
b an k  on the  assu ran ce  o f  “ He 
w orks w ith . . .” Yet, th is verse 
im plies m y cooperation: I m ust 
work with Him.

W hile there is profound signifi­
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M edia  R esource  C om m un ica tion s

S u re ly , tra g ic  
hum an su fferin g  has 
a deep er  m ean in g  
than m ere ly  
teach in g  us “a  
le s s o n ”

c a n ce  to  th e  in s ig h ts  a n d  th e  
growth tha t hardship can bring, 
this train  o f thought does not ad­
equately address the m eaning o f 
the suffering o f Jesus. I sim ply  
cannot conceive o f God, the Fa­
th e r ,  t a k in g  J e s u s , H is  S o n , 
through G ethsem ane and Calvary 
to  teach H im  some “lesson”— as 
though there were som e “defect” 
in His Person. Rather, the Bible is 
very clear that Jesus’ death on the 
Cross was the act that reconciled 
b e liev ing  sin fu l p eo p le  w ith  a 
com passionate sinless Father.

Far from seeking His own “per­
sonal growth,” Jesus suffered to 
rescue you and me and all others 
w ho  w o u ld  b e lie v e , from  th e  
clutches o f sin. The sufferings of 
Paul, very similarly, were the con­
se q u e n c e  o f  h is a ll ia n c e  w ith  
Jesus in the “m inistry o f reconcil­
iation.”

But the very act o f proclaim ing 
Christ as the solution for sin is in 
itself declaring war on the arch­
sinner and  all his followers and 
fellow travelers. And as long as 
that war continues, an emergency 
exists where peace, justice , and  
com fort are only partial, if pres­
ent at all.

The real question, then, about 
my suffering, when it comes, is 
no t “ W hy?” b u t rather, “ Lord, 
how do You want to  use this in 
Your g rea t p lan  o f  re c o n c il ia ­

tions?” o r possibly, “ How can I 
serve Your cause and glorify Your 
nam e through this?” As I am  al­
lied with Christ in reconciliation, 
I am  H is  to  be  s p e n t  a s  H e 
chooses.

W h e n  God 
decided to redeem  
the world, He 
chose to do it 
through suffering. 
Why would He 
do that?

T he m ean ing  o f  C h rist’s su f­
fering on the Cross was not ap ­
p a re n t  in itia lly , a n d  th e  f ir s t  
C hristians were devastated until 
the Father, through the Resurrec­
tion , tra n sfo rm ed  d isa s te r  in to  
victory. Similarly, our perception 
o f tragedy usually  stops a t the  
pain  and  does not pene trate  to 
the awareness tha t G od can use 
th is loss o r pain  as a stepping- 
stone for som eone’s redem ption.

Elisabeth Elliot speaks so m ov­
ingly o f  G od  tra n s fo rm in g  the  
death o f her husband, Jim  Elliot, 
and his four colleagues, in to  the 
key whereby the land o f the Auca 
Ind ians was opened  up to  m is­

s io n a r ie s  ( in c lu d in g  E lisabeth  
h e rs e l f ) .  T h a t  s a m e  key  also 
opened up the hearts o f m any of 
th e  A u c a s  to  o u r  rec o n c ilin g  
Christ.

S im ila rly , p r io r  to  Dr. Paul 
C a rlso n ’s m arty rd o m , the  Afri­
cans in th e  a rea  w here  he had 
m inistered were very unreceptive. 
bu t afterw ard, his depth  o f com­
m itm ent broke the barriers down 
and a new hunger for the message 
o f reconciliation was seen.

At the tim e of Jim  Elliot's and 
Paul C arlson’s death, my reaction 
was "W h a t a w aste!” But faith 
held th e ir w idows steady— faith 
that G od would transform  disas­
ter into victory.

Yet, the transform ation  of suf­
fering in to  G o d ’s open  door is 
no t a u to m a tic . It req u ires  my 
c o m m itm e n t, m y yielding, my 
participation in G o d ’s great plan. 
W hat folly to  suffer for nothing!

Sharing H is Suffering
But as m y su ffe rin g  is dedi­

cated to Him  in the m inistry of 
reco n c ilia tio n . He sanctifies it; 
He glorifies it; and  I become a 
p a r tn e r  w ith  C h ris t  in a most 
beautiful sense.

In th is p a rtn e rsh ip , meaning 
and purpose com e alive with per­
sonal growth as a by-product. Yet, 
growth cannot be the central ex­
p lanation  for the Christian, for it 

Continued on page 43
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WHO WILL MINISTER TO THE 
HOMELESS MENTALLY ILL?

|  N O T IC E
In some places, we are doing better now. But the rude facts are that 30 years 

ago, 9 6 %  of the patients in our mental hospitals never got better! Think of it—  
armed with all those Freudian and neo-Freudian insights, our institutional therapists 
couldn't help 9 out of 10 people they treated.

Americans are pragmatists to the end, so the answer was “deinstitutionaliza­
tion." Since they weren’t getting better in the hospitals, the system put them out on 
the streets (think of the tax dollars saved). Today, one out of every three homeless 
persons on our streets is a victim of mental illness.

Since the Lord of the Church calls us to protect and care for the weak and the 
vulnerable, these homeless mentally ill people have a claim on us. Working with the 
mentally handicapped is tough, tedious, demanding work. The returns are slow and 
small— so much so that those who want to make an attention-getting splash in 
Christian circles will soon give it up. But the rewards are there. As Katie Bonn, who 
has a Bible study in her home every week for the mentally handicapped, tells us, one 
discovers powerful new insights about the gospel and the grace of God by working 
with these special persons.

— The Editor



BY TED R. HAMBRICK

I  stood gazing out the window o f m y office, 
watching the rain drip from the roo f This 
m uch rain is unusual for San Diego, and so 
are  th e  co ld  te m p e ra tu re s . I th o u g h t o f  
Willie and breathed a prayer for him.

Willie is relatively new to our church. He has been 
com ing off and on for the last m onth. I’m not sure 
who invited him. He ju st appeared. As soon as the 
services were over he seem ed to  disappear. No one 
knew anything about Willie.

Last W ednesday night all th a t changed. We m eet 
each W ednesday night before church in the fellow­
ship hall and have our evening m eal together. As we 
ate and laughed and visited with one another, the 
d o o r  slow ly o p e n e d  a n d  in  s te p p e d  W illie. He 
picked up a plate, filled it, and  quietly  sat dow n 
alone. I went over and welcomed him  and told him  
how good it was to see him. R eturning to  m y seat, I 
watched Willie out o f the corner o f my eye. He was 
talking to himself! Then I heard w hat he was saying. 
“T hank  You, God. T hank  You, God. T hank  You, 
God.” I watched and listened as his words turned  to 
tears. He began to bitterly weep.

I walked over and stood looking down at Willie 
and said, “Is there anything I can help you with?” 
He said, “ Pastor, I’m so hungry! T h a n k  you so 
much. G od bless you. T hank you so m uch.”

“Willie, I’m glad we were here for you.”
I sat dow n beside him  as he ravenously ate his 

meal. He talked with his m outh  full. It was as if he 
had to hurry to tell me what had brought him  to 
church. He shared the story o f his life o f alcoholism , 
and how he struggled just to get by. I w ondered how 
long it had taken him  to fall from the place where he 
held a job  and had a hom e and a family. Now he 
had nothing.

As Willie spoke, his breath revealed that he had 
been drinking, and his slurred speech revealed that 
he had had too much. “Willie, have you been d rink ­
ing? Aren’t you a little tipsy?” Willie said, “Yes, Pas­
tor. I’m sorry.” I said, “Willie, I’m glad you’re here.” 

Bible study soon began, and I sat on the front row 
with Willie. I leaned over and whispered in his ear. 
"Willie, you've been drinking and you’re not in con­
trol o f your speech. I’m going to ask for testim onies.

D O N ’T STA N D  UP.” As th e  c o n g reg a tio n  con­
cluded a hym n, I rose and  walked to the pulpit. I 
smiled and asked, “W ould anyone like to  share a tes­
tim ony  about w hat G od is doing in your life?” My 
heart sunk when Willie ju m p ed  to  his feet. But my 
heart was m oved as I listened to  his words.

“I’m a th ie f and a liar. I'm  an alcoholic and a drug 
addict. I’m a hustler.” He reached into his pocket 
and unfolded four one-dollar bills. He said, "I hus­
tled this and I w ant to  leave it here.” He stepped for­
ward and handed the m oney to  me.

T hat night Willie knelt at the altar. We prayed and 
he pleaded with G od to deliver him  from his alco­
ho lism . H is e n tire  body  shook  as he cried  and 
pleaded with God.

A fter prayer m eeting, I walked ou t w ith Willie, 
and  he tu rned  and surprised m e with a hug. Then he 
p ro m ised , “ P asto r, I ’ll n ev er co m e here  drunk 
again.” I knew  W illie was a street person , but 1 
asked, “Willie where do you live?” He said, “Pastor, I 
don ’t w ant to tell you.” I was surprised, bu t I assured 
him  th a t he d id n ’t have to tell me. He turned  to 
walk away, then tu rned  toward me and said, “Pastor, 
I live in the weeds beside the church.” He pointed to 
the place. It broke my heart. Willie walked away as 
I, stam m ering, tried to offer help.

Sunday m orning Willie cam e to  Sunday S ch o o l-  
sober. In the w orship service he sat on the front row. 
W hen the invitation was given, Willie was the first 
one on his knees. O nce again, he pleaded with God 
to deliver him.

I was thrilled when one o f the m en in the church 
offered to  pay for Willie to go through drug and al­
cohol rehabilitation. Willie was instructed  to be in 
my office M onday m orning at 10 a .m . We would try 
to  help him.

M ost o f M onday I looked out through the cold 
rain , h op ing  to  see W illie. H e never cam e. You 
thought this was going to be a story with a happy 
ending. So did I. But it d idn ’t tu rn  out that way.

Willie m ay never change, bu t I hope I have. You 
see, I’ve never know n  a n y o n e  w ho lived in the 
weeds. Now that I do, what will I do? W hat does the 
church do? ^
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FALLING THROUGH THE CRACKS:
The P lig h t o f  the M e n ta lly  III W ho W ander O u r S tre e ts

BY LES PARROTT III

I m e t J o h n  in  th e  e m e rg e n c y  ro o m  o f  a 
psychiatric hospital. He was brought in by 
police for trying to direct traffic in the m id­
dle o f a busy dow ntow n intersection. The re­
port said he was 24 years old, bu t he could 

have passed for 40. His clothes were worn through, 
and the places where his skin should have shown re­
vealed only dirt and  grim e built up from endless 
days o f rum m aging dum psters and sleeping in al­
leys. You could smell him  at 40 paces.

John  w asn’t an unusual patient, he was one o f 
dozens o f homeless m entally ill people I would see 
that week— people suffering from unresolved, severe 
psychological problem s like schizophrenia and m en­
tal retardation. They have no hom e, no fam ily to 
live with.
Who Are the Homeless?

There are m any differ­
e n t  ty p e s  o f  h o m e le ss , 
with an infinite variety o f 
problem s and  life h istor­
ies. G enera lly , th ey  fall 
into four m ain groups:

•  S tre e t  peop le:  W ith  
their eccentric and bizarre 
behavior, they have m ade 
the streets their hom e and 
have developed a peculiar 
life-style to  survive.

•  H om eless alcoholics:
They com e closest to fit­
ting the old stereotype of 
th e  “ sk id  ro w ” p e rs o n  
w ho is d is tin g u ish ed  by 
slavery to alcohol.

•  S itu a tio n a lly  h o m e ­
less: For these, unem ploy­
m ent, spousal abuse, illit­
eracy, eviction, or urban 
re d e v e lo p m e n t  h as  r e ­
su lted  in  an  ep iso d e  o f  
hopelessness. For some, it 
m ay be temporary.

•  Chronically m entally ill: They lack the capacity 
to function in society w ithout support. These casu­
alties have fallen through the cracks o f the com m u­
nity m ental health system.

Recent studies find m ore people hom eless today 
than  at any tim e since the G reat Depression. About

one-third o f these have an ongoing history o f severe 
psychiatric illness.

The num ber o f hom eless m entally ill is usually at­
tribu ted  to  d e in stitu tio n a liza tio n — a policy o f 30 
years ago th a t led to  the release o f  pa tien ts  from 
state m ental hospitals. Today, the m entally ill who 
are w ithout hom es and are dangerous to  themselves 
or o thers  o ften  show  up in em ergency  w ards of 
psychiatric hospitals. After a short stay, they are re­
leased with m edication— only to show up again a 
few m onths later.

The problem  is so vast it is alm ost impossible to 
approach w ithout being overw helm ed by a sense of 
helplessness. This article, however, is not m eant to 
prom pt a “why aren’t we doing more?” guilt trip. We

are  a lre a d y  a sk in g  that 
question. R ather, our in­
te n t  is to  h e lp  us keep 
from  unknow ing ly  step­
p ing  on th e  c racks into 
which the hom eless men­
t a l l y  ill  h a v e  a lre a d y  
fallen.
The Church and Mental 
Illness

In the  14th an d  15th 
centuries, the Church em­
p h a s iz e d  a m o v em e n t 
toward individual respon­
sib ility , a n d  th o se  who 
cou ld  n o t tak e  to ta l re­
s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th em ­
selves were oppressed and 
even persecuted.

M artin  Luther, for ex­
am ple, once encountered 
a 12-year-old ch ild  who 
was m entally retarded. He 
was disgusted by her “eat­
ing, defecating, and drool- 

„ 0 „ ing .” He recom m endedM edia  R esource  C om m un ica tion s
t h a t  s h e  b e  t a k e n  to 
a n e a r b y  r i v e r  and 

drow ned. L u ther believed that those with mental 
suffering were m erely “a mass o f flesh with no soul 
. .  . the devil sits where their soul should be.” 

Fortunately, this frightful a ttitude  represents only 
a small segment o f church history. Before care for 
the disabled passed into secular hands and out of
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the re l ig io u s  o r d e r s ,  th e  
Early Christian C hurch saw 
persons suffering from  m en­
tal illness as participants in 
God’s grace. C aring for the 
mentally ill was seen as an 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t  th e  
needs o f Christ.

As a result, C hristian  hos­
pices and hospitals were es­
tab lished  th ro u g h o u t  E u ­
rope. In th e  f if th  cen tury ,
Christians o rgan ized  m o n ­
asteries tha t were developed 
as h o s p ic e s  to  f o rm a liz e  
Christian service to  persons 
who were ill. To them , it was 
service to and  for Christ.

However, after a series o f 
crop failures, fam ine , pes­
tilence , th e  B lack  D e a th  
plague, an d  class d iv ision , 
the burden for assistance with health care, em ploy­
ment, food, shelter, and  social reform  was tran s­
ferred to the governm ent. This trend has continued  
to this generation.

Thankfully, the C hurch has m oved far beyond the 
barbarous attitudes o f the 15th-century days o f Lu­
ther. But still, we as C hristians w onder what we can 
do when we encounter a hom eless person who suf­
fers from m ental illness. A fter all, who hasn’t read 
the stories o f psychotics w ho have attacked innocent 
bystanders for reasons know n only to  the patient? It 
takes a professional who can properly diagnose a po­
tentially dangerous m entally  ill person. Is there any­
thing the layperson can do at a personal level for the 
mentally ill w ho w ander ou r streets?

The Personal Gift of Mercy
In Jesus’ im m o rta l Serm on on  the  M ount, He 

paints a word portra it o f  a person who gives with 
m ind an d  will. He em phasizes  several qualities. 
Look at ju st one:

Blessed are the merciful: fo r  they shall ob­
tain mercy.

Regardless o f the num ber o f dollars we give, it is 
apparent th a t everyw here the  need for trea tm en t, 
beds, and  m eals outw eighs the  resources. Mercy, 
however, does not have to  be in short supply. We 
may run  out o f soup, bu t we d o n ’t have to  run out 
of mercy.

M ercy has an in teresting 
b a c k g ro u n d . It d o e s  n o t  
mean to  feel sorry for som e­
one who suffers. Mercy, che- 
sedh, is th e  g ift  o f  id e n ­
tification w ith a fellow hu ­
m an b e in g — ste p p in g  in to  
the skin and soul o f ano ther

p e rso n . I t is n o t an  e m o ­
tional wave o f pity; it is see­
ing life as ano ther sees it.

Christ com ing to  earth is 
th e  u l t im a te  e x a m p le  o f  
mercy. By becom ing hum an, 
He got in to  ou r skin, liter­
ally. T h a t enab led  H im  to 
see life th ro u g h  o u r  eyes, 
feel ou r pain, identify with 
our anguish, and understand 
us.

W hen we do the same for 
a person  w ho suffers from  
m ental illness, he is no lon­
ger a “mass o f flesh w ithout 
a soul.” W hen we identify  
with the anguish o f another 
hum an being, we take lofty 
leaps toward understanding 
his plight— and understand­
ing is as rare as prim e rib to 

the hom eless m entally ill.
Mercy has a side effect. W hether it is in the com ­

m otion o f a psychiatric emergency room  or in an 
encounter on a city street, a merciful attitude per­
petuates itself. G od prom ises th a t when we reach 
out in mercy we, in turn , receive it.

A Community of Mercy
In a church not far from me, a group o f people 

have becom e increasingly fam iliar w ith this boo­
m erang blessing. It all started with Randy.

R andy cam e to  church at the insistence o f his 
g randm other. R andy  suffers from  schizophrenia . 
Pastor Bruce Howell m et Randy for the first tim e in 
the church foyer. “ He was pathetic,” the pastor told 
me. “ He had a scraggly beard  and d irty  hair, he 
sm elled , an d  we never once  m ade  eye c o n ta c t. 
Randy ju st looked at the floor the whole tim e.” The 
pastor continued, “I gave him  my card and invited 
him  to our next worship service. He cam e and has 
been a part o f ou r church fam ily for the past 14 
years.”

This church now has an ongoing m inistry to the 
m en ta lly  ill. W hen asked ab o u t the im petu s  for 
starting  a com m un ity  o f m ercy— a hom e for the 
h o m eless  m en ta lly  ill— P a s to r B ruce p o in ts  to  
Randy. “It was so fulfilling to see the difference we 
could m ake in R andy’s life.”

A c c o r d i n g  to  P a s t o r  
Bruce, “ R andy isn ’t cured, 
and we certa in ly  have our 
a w k w ard  m o m e n ts — lik e  
when he w anted to  sing in 
the choir— but R andy now 
has 15 to  20 friends he never 
had  before . H e lives in a 
h o m e  w h e re  he re c e iv e s

M edia  R esource  C om m unica tion s

A common scene along Chicago's Michigan 
Avenue— known as “the Golden Mile.”

About one-third of the  
homeless have been  
booted into the streets by 
serious mental illnesses.
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Bethany House volunteers and residents enjoy a picnic 
on a sunny afternoon.

care. He takes his m edication, and he’s not hospi­
talized nearly as often as he was in the past.” A psy­
cho log ist w ould  call th is  “ so c ia liza tio n .” P asto r 
Bruce calls it mercy.

Randy told others about his com m unity  o f mercy, 
and they began to  come. Today, Pastor Bruce works 
with a netw ork o f courageous volunteers from his 
congregation who show mercy to  several homeless 
m entally ill people weekly.

“W orking with the m entally  ill has been G o d ’s 
way o f getting m y attention,” says Howell. “Jesus, in 
His story o f the sheep and the goats in M atthew 25, 
m akes it clear tha t m inistry to the needy is m inistry 
to  H im . T h a t m eans to  m e th a t Jesus will often 
com e to  us in unrecognizable forms . . .  people in 
need. Those who battle m ental illness have m ost o f­
ten been Jesus’ way o f sneaking up on me. I am  
som ew hat em barrassed to say that they have often 
exposed m e to  my own intolerance, prejudice, and 
pride.”

Several laypersons at Pastor Howell’s church cam e 
to  share his concern for the hom eless m entally ill. 
They form ed an  assoc ia tion  w ith in  th e ir  church  
called  B ethany A dvocates for M en ta l H ealth . A 
house was rented near the church and was dubbed 
Bethany House. Som e 40 people donated 400 hours 
renovating the building as a residence for homeless 
m entally ill persons. It cam e about as the result o f  a 
“desire to  do som ething tangible for the m entally ill 
o f  our com m unity,” says Jim  G iordano, one o f the 
Bethany House steering com m ittee m em bers.

The purpose o f the project includes educating the 
congregation regarding the needs o f the m entally ill 
as well as p ro v id in g  lo n g -te rm  C h ris t-c e n te re d  
friendships with the m entally ill and their families, 
along with assistance in finding housing and em ­
ployment.

The varied services provided by this m inistry in-

The Mentally Disabled
M ental illness is a fact o f  life in the city: A bag lady sits in hi 

usual spot and  talks incessantly to  herself; a strei 
preacher rants and raves at those who pass by; a derelict struttin 
down the street shouts obscenities for no apparent reason; a littl 
old man sits silently on a  park bench, unresponsive to humai 
interaction.

These are familiar scenes in most cities. By some estimates, aj 
much as 50 percent o f  the homeless population is mentally di> 
abled. Deinstitutionalization of  the chronically mentally dis 
abled is largely the cause for the large numbers of  psychiatri 
patients walking the streets.

In the past 25 years, the patient population in mental hospital 
decreased by 65 percent. The idea was for community healtt 
clinics, halftvay houses, and residential care units to help inte 
grate the mentally disabled population into public life. But thi 
idea did not work. Thousands fell through the cracks in the 
tern and were left to survive the best they could.

Stressful setbacks and life on the streets over an extended tii 
also can cause otherwise normal personalities to go over the 
As Jesse Jackson said at an Oakland rally for the homeless, afti 
he was interrupted by a mentally disabled shelter client, “Ta 
away a person’s home, and it will blow his mind!”

All aspects of  society are affected by the problem. It tears fai 
ilies apart; confronts our moral sensitivities; fuels ethical ai 
legal debates; drains the resources of  existing social services, mi 
tal health programs, and housing programs; and challenges 
urban church.

Urban churches and city missions automatically attract 
mentally disabled to their services and programs. Beyond o:Te 
ing love and acceptance, little can be done for this group. It hel] 
to know the symptoms o f  mental illness so that tolerance insti 
o f  anger can be directed toward those who sometimes act in; 
propriately.

A staggering 29.4 million Americans suffer from a psyci 
logical disorder! Traditionally, mental health professionals hai 
divided psychological disorders into two main groupings: n 
roses and psychoses. Labels change, but for simplicity’s sake, 
us briefly identify the disorders o f  each.

Neuroses are characterized by uncontrollable anxiety, fears, de'; 
pressions, and obsessions. Sometimes these are due to a cherni; 
imbalance in the brain. At other times they are due to childh; 
traumas and life experiences. Though these disorders affect one' 
quality o f  life, they do not usually involve a loss o f  contact wit 
reality. Panic attacks, phobias, and obsessive-compulsive behi 
iors are examples of  neuroses.

Psychoses are disorders that involve a loss o f  contact wi; 
reality. Schizophrenia is the term applied to severe cases of d< 
lusion, disturbed thought processes, bizarre feelings, and uncoi

elude housing , vo ca tio n a l help , counseling , and 
m eaningful re la tionsh ips w ith people who listen, 
care, and  understand. Religious instruction  comes 
in varied forms, bu t one o f the m ost useful is the 
weekly Bible study. M ike and Katie Bonn open their 
hom e each Friday night for a Bible study with the 
volunteers and the m entally ill.

The session begins at 7 p.m . and includes casual 
socializing , refreshm en ts, a h a lf  h o u r  o f  singing 
praises, a Bible study session, open sharing time, 
and a long season o f prayer. Usually, 15 to 20 per­
sons attend.

Katie Bonn, a wife, m other, and registered nurse,
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lelrollable behavior. Schizophrenia affects approximately 1 percent 
;ejof the American population and accounts for roughly half the 
npatients confined to mental institutions. The disease is also 
tlfound among city people on city streets. 
a< Schizophrenia has easily recognizable characteristics. Persons 
may appear withdrawn, unresponsive to  what is going on around 

athem, and into their own unique time and space. They may 
display unusual m oto r  behavior ranging from frenzied ex­
citement to complete immobility or a catatonic state. They may 
%act with inappropriate emotions or entertain delusions of  gran­
deur (believing themselves to be Jesus Christ) or paranoia (believ­

ing others are conspiring against them).
 ̂ With proper medication, most mentally disabled persons are 

,e manageable and responsive to spiritual truth. A man I call “King 
“Fisher,” for example, is our most faithful church attender and 
■Bible study participant. His knowledge of  the Scriptures, church 
history, and the etymology of  words is staggering. He loves God 

’ and prays for others. But without his medication, King Fisher is 
1 wacko!
* One time when he got evicted from his residential care unit, 
'King Fisher went without his medication for a week on the 

ts. Though out o f  control, he managed to call the mission 
m a pay phone. His message required deciphering: “The well 
;n’t go to the thirsty; the thirsty goes to the well. Send an 

issary to Haight Street.” We sent our social worker to Haight 
Ireet to find him and assess the situation. King Fisher needed 
lis medication. We got him admitted to a crisis center, and they 
iund him a new residential program. He stabilized and returned 

to church and mission activities the following week as though 
nothing had happened.

I recall another encounter with a mentally disabled person that 
did not turn out as well. An unruly man walked into church 

..service a half hour late. As he approached me at the pulpit, I 
Jknew we were in trouble. He started yelling at the top of  his lungs: 
FHypocrites! Serpents! Brood of  vipers! W ho do you think you 
are!” Our usher was too shocked or afraid to try to stop him. The 

Ideluded man declared himself to be Jesus Christ and then pro- 
. ceeded to baptize me and others with spittle from his mouth. I 
(managed to remove him from church myself, making the sign of 
the cross in front o f  him as I backed him out the door.

Both neurotic and psychotic disorders are com m on and treat­
able. Therapy can help and inner healing is possible. However, 

itience and a willingness to deal with people who live in a 
liflerent reality are required.

—Michael J. Christensen

n City Streets, City People, b y  M ichae l J. C h ris tensen , A b in g d o n , 1988. U sed  b y  perm ission.

says her work with the m entally ill has changed her 
life. “Never have I been so challenged, so stretched 
—or so blessed!

“I no longer th ink  o f our involvem ent as 'm in is­
try' bu t as a 'life-style,'” K atie says. “ It ju st happens 
that som e o f ou r special friends have profound m en­
tal illnesses. T heir struggles are glaring but certainly 
no t u n iq u e . T h e y  b a t t le  is o la tio n , lo n e lin e s s , 
wounded self-images, prejudice, and unm et desires 
to be happy and  useful. I’m learn ing  new things 
about the gospel o f Jesus C hrist and  the grace o f 
God through my involvem ent with victim s o f m en­
tal illnesses.”

Volunteer Janice Myrick calls the work with the 
hom eless m entally  ill “ ou r fam ily m inistry.” H er 
husband, Alex, agrees, saying that it has “provided 
us w ith an  opportunity  to  befriend lonely people, 
m eet som e tangib le  needs, and  help educate  my 
church com m unity  about issues related to  m entally 
ill people.”

A serendipitous blessing has been the deepening 
rela tionsh ips w ith o ther volunteers. “A fter m any 
hours o f planning, sharing, praying, working, and 
even arguing with each other,” Alex declares, “we see 
a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  one a n o th e r  on a d eeper level, 
‘w arts’ and  all, and  we care for each o ther even 
more.”

Perhaps no o ther issue m ore clearly invites the 
church to seek an understanding o f how the com ­
m unity o f faith is a place designed for relationships 
— w ith G od  and  each o th er— th an  a m in istry  to  
m entally ill persons. It invites the church to  broaden 
its doors and include all who wish to  participate.

I d o n ’t have the answers for pulling our nation’s 
hom eless m entally ill ou t from the widening cracks 
created by social policy, bu t with mercy I am con­
vinced that we can keep from stepping on the fin­
gers o f those who are barely hanging onto  the edge. 
As Pastor Bruce said, “The m entally ill persons to 
w hom  we have m inistered have helped me see how 
m uch o f life I have taken for granted and how little 
pain I have had to endure, how im portan t a friend 
is, how im p o rtan t laughing and  crying are. They 
have really taught me to understand faith and life. 
T he on ly  q u e s tio n  th a t rem ain s  is W ill we, the  
church, be taught? W ill we listen to them ; or rather, 
will we listen to H im ?”

Les Parrott III, an ordained Nazarene minister, is professor of 
psychology at Seattle Pacific University and a member of 
Aurora Church of the Nazarene. ^

Bethany House volunteers and residents.
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Working with the mentally handicapped 
does not always create a sense 
of serene nobility.

PART OF THE
PROBLEM

BY PENNY BARGO

B reakfast was on the ta ­
ble at the  hom e for 
m e n ta l ly  r e ta rd e d  

I c h i l d r e n  w h e r e  I 
w o rk e d . E v e ry o n e  

was seated, q u ie tly  w aiting  for 
grace to  be offered, w hen all at 
once there  was an  ear-sp litting  
scream in the m iddle of, “O ur Fa­
ther, we thank  You . . It cam e 
from  the  b lue-eyed b lond  w ith 
the pigeon-toed gait.

“I want a YELLOW  bowl,” he 
how led . “ G im m e  a Y E LLO W  
bowl! I HATE this bowl! I want a 
YELLOW  bowl!”

Clenching his teeth and claw­
ing at his face, his rage continued 
with increased ferocity un til he 
w as h u s tle d  o u t o f  the  d in in g  
room. The rest o f us sat aghast as 
we listened to the now faint rav­
ings o f  th e  10-year-old  h y p e r­
active boy as he was led to  his 
b ed room . A fter he had  se ttled  
down, he was m arched back into 
the dining room  to eat his cereal 
from the G REEN bowl.

T h e r e  w e re  s i m i l a r  r a g e s  
throughout Butch’s daily routine. 
He frantically tore at his clothing 
or bedding, cursing and scream ­
ing, “I hate those tags! I will kill 
them! G et out o f here, I hate you. 
I hate you!”

B utch’s obsessions were com ­

plex, and I never knew when he 
would throw one o f his assaultive 
tantrum s. He was the first o f  the 
hyperactive, brain-dam aged chil­
d ren  w ith  w hom  I becam e in ­
volved as a residential w orker in 
a p rogram  for d e v e lo p m e n ta l^  
disabled children.

I w as 34 y ea rs  o ld  a n d  th e  
m o th e r  o f  tw o  s o n s  w h e n  I 
stepped in to  this role o f house­
m other. I was inexperienced  in 
the area o f behavioral disorders 
and w ithout professional training, 
bu t I believed th a t m y faith in 
G od would m eet any situation. It 
did not take long to discover, to 
my dismay, that m y tem per was 
put to the test. As I struggled with 
m y r e a c t io n s  to  th e  e p is o d ic  
ev en ts  th a t  o c c u rre d  hourly , I 
found th a t I needed som e c o n ­
trols o f my own.

Hyperactive kids are affection­
ate but m anipulative. O f course, 1 
d idn ’t know this when I becam e a 
substitute m om , so working with 
Butch was a constan t challenge. 
Som etim es his conduct was o u t­
rageous, and at those tim es he de­
ligh ted  in getting  a rise o u t o f 
me. He would em pty his dresser 
drawers and throw the bedclothes 
from his bed, then pace back and 
fo rth , as he yelled , “ S o m eo n e  
m essed  m y ro o m — I h a te  it! I

h a t e  
it!”

A s f ru s -  
t r a t i  n g  a s  
B u tc h ’s b e ­
havior was, 
h e  s o m e ­
how  m an- 
a g e d t o  
c r e e p  i n t o  
my h eart. A f­
te r  ran tin g  an d  
raving, he w ould  
run  in to  m y arm s, 
lisping, “ I’m thorry, 
w uv you. I w on’t do it again. I 
W ILL behave.” I would melt.

But in spite o f my growing af­
fection for Butch, he was wearing 
on my patience. I becam e short- 
tem pered with m y own children, 
until I found m yself becoming a 
screamer. Instead o f being an ex­
am ple to Butch, I was becoming 
like him.

O ne day, B utch  and  another 
boy sat in the d ining room  with 
their w riting tablets. They whis­
pered and giggled while 1 washed 
windows nearby.

“ My, th ey ’re qu ie t,” I mused. 
As I worked my way around the 
room , th e ir  co n v ersa tio n  inter­
ru p te d  m y p re o c c u p a tio n  with 
the windows.

1 flu shed  as I realized  that 1
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My re a c t io n s  e m e rg e d , o n e  
wave upon another, rising in cre­
scendo from m ortification  to  an ­
ger to outrage. My voice sound­
ed hysterical to  m y own ears. 1 
reached the table in two strides, 
but both boys were already m ak­
ing their escape.

They tore through the kitchen 
and into their rooms. Infuriated, I 
p o unded  m y fis t on  th e  tab le . 
1 could hear Butch wailing, so I 
clapped m y hands over my ears. I 
knew I had scared him, and I was 
glad. T h a t 's  w hen I got scared. 
Was 1 losing the initial com pas­
sion that had brought m e here? I 
sank to  the chair at the table and 
d ropped  m y head  on  m y a rm s 
and prayed.

“I knew I  had a problem. I  prayed 
for more patience, more grace, more 
o f Christ’s Spirit.”

O, God, I cried , what have I  
gotten m y s e lf  into? A m  I  losing  
m y  religion? H ow can I  ever cope 
with these kids? I  can ’t walk out 
on th em — not now when th ey ’ve 
ju s t  begun to trust me. Please, 
please, g ive  m e  patience. Show  
m e  how  to  h a n d le  th e m — a n d  
how to control myself.

E v e n tu a lly , I c a lm e d  dow n . 
W hen Butch am bled out o f  his 
room , he stole up beside me and 
tu g g e d  a t  m y  s leev e . I p u t  a 
m otherly arm  around him.

“Young m an, I th ink  you owe 
m e an apology.”

“ I’m thorry,” he said. “ I will be­
have.”

I'm  sorry, too, Lord, I thought 
to  m y se lf . S o r r y  th a t  I  c a n ’t 
change him. Sorry that he can ’t 
do m u ch  to  help  h im se lf. A n d  
m ost o f  all, I ’m  sorry that I seem  
to be fa ilin g  him.

T hat night m y conscience was 
stricken. I was dealing w ith my 
tem per that had long been q u i­
eted. W hen I was younger, frus­
tration could drive me to smash 
m y fist through a window or to 
th ro w  a n y th in g  w ith in  rea c h  
across the room . My tem per had 
been com parab le  to  tha t o f the 
child who was now in m y care. 
T he  d iffe rence  was th a t  B utch 
had  an  excuse. He was b ra in ­
damaged.

I had changed when I tu rned  
m y life o v e r to  C h ris t. N ow  I 
w o n d e re d  i f  m y te m p e r  w as

“controlled” simply because there 
was little aggravation to  trigger it. 
B utch was arousing  feelings in 
me that I thought were gone for­
ever. I knew I had a problem . I 
prayed for m ore grace, m ore o f 
C hrist’s Spirit.

Early the next m orning, I heard 
Butch ranting and  raving in his 
b ed ro o m , even before  I ca lled  
him  to breakfast. It was the old 
story. He found a tag, which I had 
forgotten to  rem ove from his bed- 
sheet. I cut the tag off and tried 
to talk him  down. He cursed and 
threatened, paced and raved.

“All right, Butch,” I said. “You 
will have to  stay in your room  
until you get control o f yourself.”

He cursed and darted past me 
in to  the kitchen. He ran  to  the 
counter, picked up the plate o f 
to a s t, a n d  th re w  it ac ro ss  th e  
room. I began to trem ble with an ­
ger.

Butch then ran into the bath ­
room. I reached the door just in 
tim e to  hear the bolt slide into 
the latch.

“You can’t get me,” he taunted. 
“Dum m y, you can’t get me.”

Frustrated, I rattled  the door­
knob. Butch responded with his 
usual heinous laugh.

Stay there, I thought, and  re­
tu rned  to  the kitchen to clean up 
the mess. Twenty m inutes later, I 
heard the bathroom  door open.

Continued on page 33
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WHY THE 
MARLBORO 

MAN 
WANTS YOUR 

KIDS
BY CHARLES SCRIVEN

A s the  tobacco in d u s try  
M  goes after minors and 

I  m  Third World markets,
JL JSL th e  church  s t a n d s  
strangely silent.
H ook children or lose business. It’s that 
sim ple for the tobacco com panies. They 
know it, and they act on it. M eanwhile, 
even  th o u g h  a v ig o ro u s  o p p o s i t io n — 
galvanized by tobacco’s harvest o f death— 
is figh ting  back , the  ch u rch es  are  su r­
prisingly quiet.

In O c to b e r  o f  1990, how ever, a n t i ­
to b acco  ac tiv is ts  in W ash ing ton , D.C., 
connected for the first tim e with a circle 
o f  the city’s church  leaders, including  a 
representative from  the N ational Associ­
ation o f Evangelicals. M eeting in the Ray­
burn  Building on Capitol Hill, church par­
ticipants heard startling accounts o f death, 
greed, and indifference from the coleaders 
o f the Congressional Coalition on Tobacco 
and H ealth and two representatives o f the 
C oalition on Sm oking OR Health, a lob­
bying arm  o f  the  A m erican  H eart and

H e ra ld  o f  Holiness

Lung A ssociations and the Am erican Can­
cer Society.

Rep. Bob W hittaker o f  Kansas, at the1 
tim e the Republican coleader o f the Con- j 
gressional Coalition, left participants with 
an astonishing image o f tobacco’s human 
toll. He said that o f the 2.5 m illion people 
who die each year from  the effects of to­
bacco, 390,000 are Am ericans. This latter 
figure alone, he said, equals the number J 
who would die if  th ree 747 jum bo  jets, 
fully loaded with passengers, crashed even 
day for an entire year.

In February , th e  C en te rs  for Disease 
C on tro l revised th e ir  figures upward to 
4 3 4 ,0 0 0  p re v e n ta b le  to b acco -re la ted  
deaths each year. T hat is an increase of 11 
p e rc e n t— or m ore  th a n  tw o additional 
plane crashes each weekend.

A gainst k illin g  a n d  d es tru c tio n , the 
Lord o f the C hurch strives for life abun­
dant. G od w ants the best for every human 
being, and He w ants us to  challenge the 
world to  this sam e end. W hittaker’s image 
o f death surely invites the church to make 
the fight against tobacco part o f its witness



Eighty 
percent o f  
new smokers 
come from  
the child 
and youth 
segments 
o f  the
population.

Tobacco 
causes more 
deaths than 
heroin, 
cocaine, 
alcohol, fires, 
murders, 
auto crashes, 
and A ID S  
combined.

*

to the gospel. The m ore you realize about 
tobacco’s im pact, the m ore com pelling the 
case for church involvem ent becomes.
A tobacco pandemic

W hittaker m ight have added  th a t to ­
bacco causes m ore deaths each year in the 
United States than  heroin, cocaine, alco­
hol, AIDS, fires, hom icides, suicides, and 
auto accidents com bined.

Studies show that in 30 years, the n u m ­
ber o f tobacco-related deaths, worldwide, 
will ju m p  to 10 m illion annually. O f all 
the children now living on the planet, 200 
million will eventually die as a result o f 
tobacco use. Yet despite the overw helm ing 
evidence tha t tobacco causes cancer, heart 
disease, and respiratory illness, the indus­
try continues to  deny that its product is 
dangerous and continues to  m arket it ag­
gressively.

W h en  a p r o d u c t  c a u se s  p re m a tu re  
death, the key to  m arketing success is new 
customers. But U nited States governm ent 
statistics show that only one new sm oker 
in five begins using tobacco after tu rn ing  
21. T hat fact invites the cynical attention

N PH /C randa ll Vail

th e  to b a c c o  in d u s try  is p ay ing  to  the  
young, both here and abroad.

F ran  D u M e lle , w ho  re p re s e n ts  th e  
Am erican Lung Association on the Coali­
tion for Sm oking OR Health, showed par­
ticipants at the O ctober briefing a poster 
w ith  th e  fam ilia r  “ S m o o th  C h a ra c te r” 
from  C am el c igarette  ads. T he dapper, 
confident-looking cam el conveys an im ­
pression o f sexual and m aterial well-being 
and  appears often  in Sports Illustrated, 
one-third o f whose readers are under the 
age o f 18. The ad tells you how to order 
the poster. The poster arrives with a cou­
pon for o b ta in in g  free cigarettes. Even 
th o u g h  th e  o ffe r  s t ip u la te s  th a t  p a r ­
tic ip an ts  m ust be o f  a d u lt age, no one 
verifies how old you are when you write 
in.

Recent shipm ents o f m illions o f packs 
o f cigarettes to the Persian G u lf to  hook 
v u lnerab le  young m en a t a tim e  w hen 
they  are  u n u su a lly  su scep tib le  to  peer 
pressure is deplorable. But it only extends 
standard industry practices, such as spon­
sorsh ip  o f  rock concerts, sports events.
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In America 
alone, 6,000 
children and 
teenagers 
must begin 
smoking each 
day ju st fo r  
the tobacco 
companies 
to maintain 
current sales 
levels.

and the like— events, tha t is, w ith special 
appeal to  the young. These efforts fhrther 
exemplify a strategy whose result is tha t 
new custom ers are hooked on an addic­
tive p ro d u ct before they  can give adu lt 
co n sen t to  th e  risks. T he  fact th a t  the  
product is addictive helps keep the  cus­
tom ers buying for a lifetime.

In Am erica alone, som e 6,000 children 
and teenagers m ust begin sm oking each 
day  ju st for tobacco com panies to  m ain ­
ta in  cu rren t sales levels. T he in d u stry ’s 
large stake in attracting the young is obvi­
ous.

It is true that in D ecem ber the Tobacco 
Institute said it was starting a cam paign to 
discourage sm oking am ong people under 
18. But it gave no substantive reasons for 
this. “Are they afraid,” one health advo­
cate asked sarcastically, “that the children 
will burn  their little fingers?” M oreover, 
the in stitu te ’s proposals for discouraging 
sm oking were pale com pared to what in­
dustry  critics espouse. T his m oved col­
um nist Ellen G oodm an to  dism iss them  
as “a savvy attem pt at freezing the sm ok­
ing status quo.”

Usage levels are actually  falling o ff in 
the U nited States. Cigarette sales declined 
here 7 percent during the early 1980s. If 
the industry were really in tent on a new 
phase o f  public  virtue, it w ould no t be 
w orking so hard  to  expand  its m arkets 
overseas.

A m erican tobacco products sold outside 
the U nited  S tates o ften  bear no health  
warnings. They often contain  higher levels 
o f tar. They are often sold “by the stick” 
ra ther than  “by the packet” to  expedite 
easy purchase. They are often distributed 
for free, even to children. Young w om en 
dressed as cowboys, for example, are these 
days offering sam ples o f M arlboro  ciga­
rettes in the town squares o f what used to 
be East Germany.

For all six m ajor U.S. tobacco com pa­
nies, fo reign  sales 
now exceed dom es­
tic  sales. M uch  o f  
th e  in d u s try ’s e n ­
ergy is focused on 
the susceptible pop- 
u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
Third World. Over­
seas efforts helped 
in c re a se  c ig a re tte  
consum ption by 33 
p e rc e n t  in  A fric a

and 24 percent in Latin A m erica during, 
the period w hen it was declining by 7 per­
cent here.

Fran D uM elle put the effect o f  all this 
in perspective at the Capitol Hill briefing. 
O f the 10 m illion annual deaths that will 
occur as a result o f  tobacco  use by the 
year 2020, 7 m illio n  w ill o c c u r in the 
w orld’s poorer countries. If  the tobacco in­
dustry’s m arketing aggression knows any, 
obstacles, hum an  vulnerability is not one 
o f them .
Government complicity

No less astonishing than  the death sta­
tistics and  co rp o ra te  greed is the indif­
fe ren ce— o r b e tte r, c o m p lic ity — of the 
U nited States governm ent.

True, certain steps, adm irable and im­
p o r ta n t  steps, have been  tak en . In the 
early  1960s, the g overnm en t sponsored 
the Surgeon G eneral’s Advisory Commis­
sion on Sm oking and Health, and the re­
port o f tha t com m ission popularized the 
idea that sm oking dam ages hum an  health. 
T h e  g o v e rn m e n t  has s in c e  m andated 
w arning labels on cigarette packages and 
disallowed broadcast advertising. In 1988. 
ano ther report from the surgeon general 
was released, docum en ting  the addictive 
nature o f  cigarette smoking. Illinois Dem­
ocrat R ichard D urbin, the o ther congress­
m an who spoke at the O ctober briefing, 
led o u t in the struggle to  ban  smoking 
from  m ost dom estic  a irline  flights. The 
ban took effect in 1990.

Unfortunately, the branches o f our fed­
eral governm ent do not always coordinate 
th e ir  efforts. W hile  som e departments, 
re g u la to ry  agencies, a n d  congressmen 
fight this health hazard, o thers seem cap­
tive to  com plex econom ic forces centered 
largely in tobacco-producing states. Thus, 
these laudable efforts hardly m ake up for 
o ther disastrous aspects o f tobacco policy; 
The only way to  reduce the num ber of 
prem ature deaths is to reduce the number 
o f tobacco consum ers. Yet the government 
continues to  pay huge sum s— $279.2 mil­
lio n  in  1987— to  s u p p o r t  guaranteed 
prices for growers.

Besides this, it subsidizes the marketing 
o f tobacco by allowing manufacturers to 
d educt as a leg itim ate business expense 
the full cost o f advertising their products. 
A m erican  businesses  n o rm a lly  benefit 
from such a deduction, but tobacco prod­
ucts are unique for being lethal when used 
as in tended . T h is  m akes in d u stry  pro-
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motions— w hich ro u tin e ly  associate  to ­
bacco with intelligence, beauty, and youth­
ful vigor— not only false but brutally false. 
When a governm en t th a t acknow ledges 
the link betw een  to b acco  use and  p re ­
mature death helps prom ote these p rod­
ucts, that governm ent is blam ew orthy too.

More am azing still, the federal govern­
ment has assisted the tobacco industry in 
opening m arkets in o ther nations, often 
Third World nations. A lthough the U nited 
States thinks o f itself as the world leader 
in promoting in ternational health, it is the 
world’s leading exporter o f cigarettes.

But here there is reason for hope as well 
as outrage. Until N ovem ber 1990, recent 
government efforts to  open trade oppor­
tunities for the tobacco industry  had fo­
cused su b s ta n tia lly  on  T h a ila n d . T h a t 
country banned  not only tobacco im ports 
but also tobacco  advertising. A m erican  
government offic ia ls w anted  b o th  bans 
lifted and fought for this under the p ro­
visions o f the G eneral A greem ent on Tar­
iffs and Trade.

This was so even though experience in 
Japan, K orea, and  Taiwan suggests tha t 
with the in tro d u c tio n  o f U.S.-style p ro ­
m otion and  advertis ing , c iga re tte  c o n ­
sumption increases dram atically, particu­
larly am ong w om en and children.

According to  embassy officials in Wash­
ington, the Thai governm ent wants to  pro­
tect the health o f its citizens by reducing 
tobacco consum ption . In the end, how­
ever, the Thais had to  agree to lift the im ­
port ban . B ut p ressu re  from  th e  a n t i ­
tobacco  lo b b y  in  W a sh in g to n  h e lp e d  
convince the U nited States governm ent to 
back dow n on the m atter o f advertising.

Now foreign com panies can sell tobacco 
products in Thailand  but cannot prom ote 
them , excep t by th e  d isp la y  o f  em p ty  
packs at retail counters. In the words of 
one antitobacco lobbyist, this constitutes 
an “ e x tra o rd in a ry  victory.” But for the  
m anufacturers, o ther m arkets beckon, es­
pecially now the m arkets in Eastern Eu­
rope. T obacco  p ro m o tio n s  a b ro a d  will 
continue, and they will also continue, no 
doubt, to  focus on the young, as they do 
here.

W ith this in m ind, M atthew  Myers of 
the Coalition on Sm oking OR H ealth re­
m arked at the R ayburn Building briefing 
that we are “ in the truest way the ugly 
A m erican , p rey in g  on  th e  c h ild re n  o f 
other nations.” Even though it is a begin­

n in g  a n d  n o t 
an ending, the 
T h a ila n d  case 
s u p p o r t s  th e  
hope th a t th is 
can change.
Private vice or 
social evil

At the brief­
ing, the speak­
e r s ’ m e s s a g e  
for the church­
es w as th is : F igh t to b ac c o ; raise  y o u r 
voices too. Here and there this is already 
happening, as in the work o f the Interfaith 
Council on C orporate Responsibility and 
in the witness o f such inner-city congrega­
tions as the Abyssinian Baptist Church in 
Harlem . But for the churches in general, 
and  certa in ly  for relig ions’ lobbyists in 
W ashington, tobacco’s harvest o f death still 
ranks low as a subject for public witness.

W hy? It m ay partly  be tha t the grim  
facts still elude atten tion . Form er Presi­
d e n t J im m y  C a rte r  recen tly  rem arked , 
“It’s sobering for me to know that more 
C o lom bians d ied  last year [1989] from  
sm ok ing  A m erican  c igarettes th an  did 
A m erican s  from  using  C o lo m b ia n  co ­
caine.” This is no t only sobering but also 
surprising— people are still not fully aware 
o f  th e  e x te n t o f  th e  d a m a g e  to b a c c o  
causes.

A nother reason for tobacco’s low rank 
as a subject o f public witness is the com ­
m onplace idea tha t sm oking is a merely 
private vice. O n this view, as philosopher- 
econom ist John  S tuart Mill m ight have 
said, you m ay be ju s tif ie d  in “ re m o n ­
strating w ith” smokers, bu t since they are 
“sovereign” over th e ir own bodies, you 
w ould  no t be ju s tif ied  in “ in te rfe rin g ” 
with their freedom to smoke. O r to para­
phrase philosopher-m usician Leslie Gore, 
“It’s my body, and I can die if  I want to.”

T he feeling th a t  sm okers only  harm  
themselves has typically stunted enthusi­
asm  for governm ental action on the to ­
bacco question. But because the nicotine 
in to b ac c o  is a d d ic tiv e , th e  ch o ice  to  
sm oke does not in the long run express 
the ideal o f personal choice so revered in 
ou r society. It underm ines it. This in itself 
lends plausibility to at least some efforts of 
tobacco control, including, surely, efforts 
to  p ro tec t ch ild ren  from  the  in d u stry ’s 
cynical inducem ents.

Continued on page 33

Young 
women 
dressed as 
cowboys 
distribute 
free samples 
o f  Marlboro 
cigarettes.
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I  was “harrowing out the middles” 
between the cotton rows. I was 10.

The blazing sun shone from a cloudless sky. The tem­
perature was about 115 in the shade, but there was no shade. It 

was dry, dry, dry! The dust was hot under my bare feet and squirted 
up between my toes like powder. At times, it rose in a cloud and choked 

me. The nit flies tormented Kate, our faithful, docile old mule.

THEN THE RAINS CAME
BY LEROY REEDY, SACRAMENTO, CALIF.

ILLUSTRATION BY MARVIN ESPE

Kate was covered  w ith  d u s t, a n d  h e r back  was 
streaked and caked with sweat. The co tton  leaves 
and the tree leaves all hung lim p like weeping wil­
lows. Sun devils danced before m y eyes. Huge cracks 
ran along the unplow ed ground. My battered  old 
burlap-covered canteen sat at the end o f the rows 
where I had drained it hours ago.

All o f nature  seem ed like a m an dying o f thirst, 
staggering and gasping out one word, “Water, water, 
water!” All I could th ink  o f was “cool, clear water.” I 
looked up at the blazing sun and prayed, “O God, 
send us rain!”

Suddenly, I noticed a white thunderhead  boiling 
up on the western horizon. It looked like a fluffy 
ball o f cotton. Soon it was jo ined  by m any others. A 
dark cloud drifted under the sun and gave sweet re­
lief from its fire. A sudden gust o f wind brought the 
sweet smell o f rain and cooled m y red, sweating face.

A flash o f lightning lit the sky from east to  west, 
and a deep th u n d er jarred  the ground. A few very 
large drops fell on K ate’s back and began to  wash off 
the dust. M any  large d rops s tru ck  th e  d u s t and  
rolled up in to  little dirty balls.

Then the rain came, gentle a t first, then a sudden 
dow npour. T h e  c lods b eg an  to  m e lt like  sugar 
lumps. M ud began to  stick to  m y bare feet, and 
Kate’s feet began to  m ake large holes as the m ud

stuck to  her hooves. I headed for the nearby barn 
but was soaked to  the skin before we pulled into the 
dry shelter. I leaned against the handles o f the old 
harrow and w atched the rain pour down. Suddenly, I 
was overw helm ed by a strange ecstasy. A bubble o f 
joy and thanksgiving began to rise from the deepest 
core o f m y soul. I felt that I would explode if I did 
not give vent to it.

I took off m y old broad-brim m ed straw hat and 
let the rain fall on m y hair and run  down m y face. 
W ith o u t u n d e rs ta n d in g  exactly  why, I began to  
dance and spin around in the rain. I knew how D a­
vid felt when he danced before the ark. I screamed 
and  whirled until I was too dizzy to  stand. I stood 
and w atched the stream s o f w ater run off the old 
corrugated tin  roo f o f the barn. I held out my old 
hat and  let it fill up w ith the clean, cool water. I 
d rank deeply and  then  tu rned  it upside down on my 
head and let it run  down by back. K ate tu rned  her 
head and plainly asked for a drink. I filled my hat 
three tim es for her. Again, I leaned against the old 
harrow  hand les and  w atched  the  life-giving ra in  
p our down.

I knew the crops were saved. I knew m y parents’ 
m any prayers for rain had been answered. The sky 
was a solid gray now from east to west. This was not 
ju st a local shower, bu t a general, soaking rain that
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run down my face.

would fill up the wells, m ake the creeks run again, 
and bring food to our table.

Rain m eant rest! Rain m eant fresh vegetables on 
the table; rain  m ean t no m ore hau ling  water. It 
m ean t a good co tton  crop and  m oney for school 
clothes, books, m oney to pay our grocery bill at the 
general store. R ain  m ean t th a t G od  was sm iling 
down on us again. Rain relieved the haunting feel­
ings o f insecurity and fears o f hunger that plagued 
us all. The grass would grow again; the corn would 
m ature and our corncrib and hayloft would bulge 
with food for our anim als. G od had saved our lives 
and we knew it!

G od had said to Israel through Moses, “A nd it 
shall com e to  pass, if  ye shall hearken  diligently 
un to  m y com m andm en ts  which I com m and  you 
this day, to love the Lord your God, and to serve 
him  with all your heart and with all your soul, that I 
will give you the rain o f your land in his due season, 
the first and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather 
thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.

“And I will send grass in thy fields and for thy cat­
tle, that thou mayest eat and be full. Take heed to 
yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye 
turn  aside, and serve other gods, and worship them ; 
and then  the Lord’s w rath be kindled against you 
and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, 
and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye per­
ish from off the good land which the Lord giveth 
you” (D euteronom y 11:13-17).

Some people used to say we lived from “hand to 
m outh.” M other's answer: “We live from G od’s hand 
to  o u r m ouths.” We knew where o u r food cam e 
from. We lived in constan t aw areness o f  o u r de­
pendence upon G od’s bounty. As the old poem  goes, 
we knew that:

Back o f  the lo a f is the snowy flour,
A nd  back o f  the flo u r  is the m ill,

A n d  back o f  the m ill is the wheat a n d  the  
shower

A n d  the sun and the Father’s will.
In the Bible, rain is often used as a symbol o f re­

vival. For m any m onths now, we have been praying

for revival on a na tiona l scale as well as locally. 
Praise God! We are beginning to see som e signs— 
free and easy altar services, m ore smiles and hugs, 
m ore liberal giving, better church attendance.

Bill G aither wrote a song that expresses our hopes.

IT'S BEGINNING TO RAIN  
The turtle dove is singing the sweet song o f morn­

ing.
The leaves o f the trees tu rn  their silver cups to the 

sky.
The silent clouds above are beginning to  gather. 
The barren land is so thirsty and so am  I.
It’s beginning to rain!
Hear the voice o f ou r Father,
Saying, “W hosoever will com e drink  o f my water. 
I prom ise to pour m y Spirit out 
On your sons and daughters,
If you’re thirsty and  dry,
Look up to  the sky.
It’s beginning to  rain!”
A young m an’s eyes start to shine as he tells of his 

vision.
The old understand what he sees.
For they have dream ed their dream s 
W ith the thrill o f being alive.
They reach for each other.
And dance in the rain
For the joy o f the things they see.
At the first drop o f rain
T hat you feel throw  open your windows.
Then call all the children together.
Throw wide the door
W hen the rains o f the Spirit are falling.
Fill every vessel
For he who drinks his fill will thirst no more.

W ritten b y  W illiam  J. and G loria  G aither a nd  Aaron W ilbu rn ©  C opy righ t 1979 b y  W illiam J Gaither 
and First M ond ay Music. All righ ts  reserved U sed  b y  perm iss ion
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The tobacco 
companies 
shipped 
millions 
of packs 
of “free” 
cigarettes to 
the Persian 
Gulf to hook 
vulnerable 
young 
soldiers.

Why the Marlboro Man . . .
Continued from  page 29

But smokers, in fact, cause harm  to o th ­
ers. W om en w ho sm oke while p regnan t 
harm  the unborn  children they are carry­
ing. Likewise, sm oking in m en has been 
linked to a higher incidence o f congenital 
weaknesses in their offspring. All sm okers 
harm  those who m ust breathe the air they 
contam inate. The evidence establishes all 
this beyond reasonable doubt. Indeed, ac­
cording to  the January  1991 issue o f Cir­
culation, a jou rna l o f the A m erican Heart 
Association, passive sm oking kills 53,000 
A m ericans each year and is the th ird  lead­
ing, p rev e n tab le  cause  o f  d e a th  in  the  
U n ited  States. O nly  alcoho l an d  active 
sm oking rank higher.

A nother hindrance to the Christian wit­
ness on tobacco and public policy is the 
lingering sense tha t the gospel addresses 
individuals rather than  societies. But more 
and m ore, C hristians are recognizing that 
the quality  o f personal life depends sub­
stantially on the quality o f public life. And 
m ore and more, they are recognizing that 
the biblical call to win converts is also a 
call to  heal societies.

For each individual and for the whole 
world, the divine goal is abundan t life, ex­
uberant, joyful peace. G od not only p rom ­
ises such a blessing but also invites us to 
be, like A braham , m ediators o f this bless­
ing in all the earth.

O ne way for the churches to  em brace 
this hope and task is to  jo in  the struggle 
against the tobacco pushers. Users o f to ­
bacco harm  them selves— in the end not so 
m uch because they choose to  do so as be­
cause they are addicted. Those who smoke 
harm  others too. The industry harm s o th ­
ers on a massive scale, and with massive 
cynicism.

The U.S. governm ent should, w ithout 
p in ch in g  o ff  th e  freedom s o u r C o n s ti­
tu tion  guarantees, take ever stronger ac­
tion to  stop the harm . A nd to this end, the 
churches should  raise th e ir  voices high. 
This is not a question o f merely private 
vice. It is a question o f social evil and in ­
stitu tional wickedness. In large part, it is a 
question o f the deliberate victim ization of 
children for profit. The Christ who took 
ch ildren  in His arm s w ould disapprove, 
and so should we.
From  Christianity Today April 8. 1991 U sed  b y  perm ission

Dr. Charles Scriven is the program chairman of 
the Washington Institute for Contemporary 
Issues. ^

Part of the Problem . . .
Continued from  page 25

“It is wet— I will kill it! I hate it!” he 
screamed.

Exasperated, I went to the door and was 
met by a flood. He had tried to flush a roll 
o f toilet paper down the com m ode. I was 
ready to explode, and Butch knew it.

“ D o n ’t h it  m e! D o n ’t h it  m e !” he 
pleaded. I wanted to spank him, but ex­
perience had taught me that spankings just 
d id n ’t im press Butch. H ere it was, first 
thing in the m orning, and already I was 
unhinged.

“Butch,” I said through clenched teeth, 
“get ou t o f here.”

My expression m ust have pronounced a 
death sentence. He paled. I was about to 
scream  at B utch  w hen a th o u g h t sho t 
through my mind.

“You are becom ing part o f the  p rob­
lem — that is why you cannot control him.”

W here did that com e from, I wondered. 
T hen I rem em bered my prayer the day be­
fore. G od did care, and He was showing me 
w hat to  do. I took a deep breath and let it 
ou t slowly while I prayed for wisdom.

“Com e here, Son,” I coaxed. “ Let’s get 
the m ops and clean up this mess together.”

I knew Butch’s a ttention span w ouldn’t 
attend  a m opping lesson for long, but my 
tone o f voice stopped him. His face turned 
up, tears filled his big, blue eyes, and tu m ­
bled over his cheeks.

W ith a shudder, he lisped, “I’m thorry. I 
will behave.”

“G ood boy,” I responded. “I will too.”
Butch was right. I was a dum my. Butch 

needed external help and support to guide 
him  into m ore appropriate behavior, just 
as I needed the Lord’s help to control my 
tem per. I had asked Butch to  control h im ­
self when he just was not able. G od m eant 
for me to show Butch the appropriate be­
havior that 1 wanted him  to exhibit. I was 
his m irror. If my reactions to him  were 
m ore positive, perhaps Butch would feel 
m ore secure and, in tim e, he m ight even 
internalize enough support to learn to con­
trol himself.

1 knew there would be m any m ore epi­
sodes to encounter. Butch w ould never 
function normally. He had problem s that 
only a m iracle could cure. But I intended 
to be as m uch a part o f that m iracle as pos­
sible— instead o f part o f the problem. ^
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PLAYING IN THE SAND
The great A ugustine was troubled. He was wrestling with the 

problem  o f the Trinity. Then, as he walked by the ocean, he saw 
a child playing in the sand. “T hat is w hat I am ,” the great th inker 
said, “a child playing in the sand.”

Nothing is "it.''
That is the simple truth
that opens up
the secret of the universe.

Nothing is "it,” 
but everything 
is just a part of It.
We, like Augustine, 
simply find a pebble 
in the shore, 
and shout: “Hurrah,

I’ve found it!”

But then, 
after a while, 
we are surprised to see 
the small dimension 
of our find.
Disenchanted, we 
move to another "it” 
or other shore .. .

Beware, my heart!
You 
are 
about 
to sink.

Stop.
Be as Augustine and see 
the pebble as it is: 
a pebble in the shore, 
along
a thousand million more.

It’s not for us to know 
but six, or eight, or ten 
— at best a score. 
Therefore,
we must not ever rest 
in our study of the whole 
nor be unbending in our 

view,
as only Omniscience,
God,
can be.

To see your it 
as part of It, 
you must place Him 
in the center 
of the whole.

Jesus, the God-man.
He is the axle and the core. 
He is the center piece 
of It.
He is the key we need 
to understand the rest 
and all of It.

He is the wisdom of the old, 
and for the new.
Around Him 
I will place 
my pebbles, 
one or two . . .

Nothing is “it."
But Jesus is the center 
of the world, 
and of my world.

— Sergio Franco



PORTRAIT
I f I were a skilled a rtis t  a n d  wished to  p a in t  a  po r tra i t  

o f  Christ ,  how  w ou ld  I go a b o u t  it? Well, I’d  have to  
start w ith  so m e  idea o f  w ha t  He looks like before I 

could start b ru sh in g  p a in t  o n  canvas. I've seen m a n y  pic­
tures o f  H im . El G reco , d a  Vinci, coun t less  o the rs  have 
painted C hris t  in  the  t rad i t io n a l  m anner .  T h e  surrealist, 
Salvador Dali, d id  an  interesting, h a u n t in g  im press ion  o f  
Him. But w h a t  w ou ld  m y  co n c ep t  be?

The long b row n  hair, the  beard ,  the  w hite  robe are b a ­
sics. T hese  were c o m m o n p la c e  a m o n g  the  m e n  o f  H is 
place an d  t im e, a n d  He w alked as o n e  o f  them . So, yes, He 
would have w orn  H is ha i r  in th a t  way, dressed in th a t  par­
ticular m a n n e r .  But these  are  o u tw ard  appendages ,  not 
important. I need  to  ca tch  H is face. H is a t t i tude .  H is ex­
pression.

His expression? I believe I'll p a in t  H im  smiling. T h is  
isn’t unusua l ,  b u t  the  idea appeals  to  m e — a perfect smile
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on  an  im perfect face. No, His face was no t perfect. H e  was 
n o t  a statue, b u t  a living, breath ing, suffering h u m a n  be­
ing. L ines sh o u ld  be traced  here a n d  there  to  show  where 
H e smiled, even laughed— for I’m  sure He laughed  now 
a n d  th e n .  S o m e  s h a d o w in g  u n d e r  th e  eyes, for  it is 
recorded  th a t  He wept. H ow  w ould  I pa in t  co m p ass io n  on 
His face. K indness?  Love?

K indness  w ou ld  show in His smile; co m p a ss io n — and  
so m e  sadness— in H is eyes. Love— love w ou ld  show  in 
His w hole being, for Chris t  is  love. His h an d s  shou ld  be 
ou ts tre tched , n o t  gesturing, b u t  giving.

W h a t  a b o u t  the  b ackg round?  S hou ld  I pa in t  H im  with 
child ren? It’s a special joy  to  th ink  o f  H im  with  children. 
And, m os t  assuredly. He w ould  be sm iling  then. But H e 
will be the  m o s t  significant f igure in m y  portra it;  children  
m ight detract.  I cou ld  po r tray  H im  preaching  to  the  m u l ­
titudes, b u t  I w an t this to  be a m ore  in t im a te  picture. O n  
the  o the r  hand .  I d o n ’t w an t  to  p a in t  H im  as being alone; 
H e loved m a n k in d  too  well. I’ll have H im  ta lk ing  to  a few 
friends, ju s t  ind ica t ing  th e m  off  to  one  side.

So . . . there . . .  I have dep icted  H im : smiling, relaxing 
w ith  friends, k indness ,  co m p ass io n ,  love show n  in His 
face as well as m y  skills will allow. I w o n d e r  w h a t  He 
w o u ld  th in k  o f  it? I w o n d e r  how  m u c h  o f  h im s e lf  H e 
w ould  see in it . . . a n d  how  m u c h  o f  me?

— Lela M arie De La Garza 
San Antonio

Benefits Q uestions
Answered by Dean Wessels

Q. Is it true that Social Security pays 100% 
survivor benefits to widows? If so, why doesn’t 
the “Basic” Pension do the same?

Socia l S ecu r i ty  pays  a separa te  bene f i t  to bo th  
the  h u sb a n d  an d  w ife  w h o  qualify . W h e n  e i th e r  o f  
th e m  dies, the  su rv iv o r  rece ives  100% o f  w h ich e v e r  
ben e f i t  w as  larger, but the  o th e r  ben e f i t  is 
d iscon tinued .  G enera lly ,  the  result ap p ro x im ates  
66 2/ t%  o f  the  f o rm e r  “ c o m b in e d ” benef it .  T h is  is 
c o m p a ra b le  to the 60 %  su r v iv o r ’s bene f i t  paid  by 
the  “ B a s ic ” P ens ion  Plan . O f  course ,  the  " B a s i c "  
P ens ion  a lso  o ffers  the o p t io n  o f  a 100% su rv ivo r  
benef it .  T h is  op t ion  m ust be se lec ted  at the t im e o f  
b en e f i t  ap p l ica t ion  and  initially  involves  a s lightly  
lo w er  m o n th ly  benef it  in re tu rn  for the  su rv ivo r  
co n t in u in g  to receive 100% af te r  the  dea th  o f  the 
par t ic ipan t.

Questions about benefits may be sent to the 
Board of Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284.
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BY J. RAY SHADOWENS, HOUSTON

D a ve  Anderson

N ear holiness is no t 
C hristian holiness, 
c e r t a in ly  n o t  as 
W esleyans i n te r ­
pret its biblical ba­

sis and proclaim  its doctrinal sig­
n ificance . U nfo rtuna te ly , som e 
seem captivated by m ore recent 
p ronouncem en ts and  fall under 
the spell o f alm ost-holiness advo­
cates.

A renewed interest in and proc­
lam a tio n  o f  ho liness  is alw ays 
heartening and m erits an enthusi­
astic welcome from lovers o f free 
a n d  fu ll s a lv a t io n . O n e  n o n -  
Wesleyan religious journalist ob­
serves: “ P ersonal ho liness also 
b e n e fits  society. It en co u rag es  
w ho lesom e s ta n d a rd s . It c h a l­
lenges o thers  tow ard  righ teous­

ness.” We applaud this insightful 
acknowledgm ent, especially from 
one whose theological orientation 
is not generally known for plac­
ing strong em phasis on Christian 
sanctity.

A m anual on prayer th a t has 
enjoyed a notew orthy sales record 
in c lu d es  a c h a p te r  t it le d  “ T he 
Cove o f Holiness.” The au tho r ef­
fectively em ploys a collection o f 
vignettes o f historical “heroes o f 
the fa ith ”— Billy Bray, W illiam  
Bram w ell, Jo h n  Hyde, B ro ther 
L aw ren ce , a n d  Jo h n  F le tch e r, 
who “becam e synonym ous with 
holiness,” not only for their spiri­
tual w insom eness but as m odels 
o f effective pray-ers.

References to  these saintly stal­
warts, in the context, recalls W. T.

Purkiser’s incisive words: “The fi­
nal p roof o f C hristian doctrine is 
its  e m b o d im e n t  in  f le sh  and 
b lo o d .” O n e  o f  th e  m ost con­
vincing argum ents supporting the 
validity o f  New Testam ent holi­
ness is th e  a rra y  o f  flesh  and 
blood examples, past and present.

W hile providing a challenging 
guide to prevailing prayer, the in­
adequacy o f this popular author’s 
views o f “personal holiness” is re­
flected in the defin itions offered. 
Consider: “ Holiness is doing all 
w ith in  o n e ’s pow er to  become 
like  Jesu s . H o lin e s s  is seeing 
Christ in His completeness; doing 
all we can to  pattern  our life after 
His example.” Again, “ Holiness is 
no t a leng thy  list o f  negatives. 
H oliness is never w hipping our
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spiritual selves in a ttem pts to  be­
come hum ble. Rather, it is simply 
living near to  the heart o f G od.”

W hat is d o u b tle s s  in te n d e d  
to encourage the disciple’s quest 
for “personal ho liness” may, in 
fact, d iscourage the  sincere  be­
liever. “ It is true that holiness is 
difficult to a tta in ” (italics m ine) 
and “Achieving  [italics m ine] ho­
liness is not impossible, as som e 
suggest.” C h ris tian  ho liness, to  
which th o u s a n d s  will  h u m b l y  
witness, is never “a tta ined”— it is 
obtained! Again, C hristian excel­
lence. as envisioned here, is never 
“achieved"— it is always a work 
of d iv ine grace. T he redeem ed  
one surrenders to the sovereignty 
of the blessed Holy Spirit and ex­
periences His cleansing and em ­
powering.

Doing all w ithin one’s power to 
m easure up  is also  a m istaken  
d e fin itio n  o f  h o lin ess . T h is  is 
contradicted by a m ore accurate 
statement: “ H oliness to B rother 
Lawrence was no t the  result o f  
painful endeavor.” W ith this lat­
ter statem ent, we could not agree 
more. As A. F. H a rp e r  s ta te s: 
“God calls us to be pure in heart, 
but not through our own efforts.”

A nother non-W esleyan favorite 
advances a faulty concept o f per­
sonal ho liness w hen he w rites: 
“We m ust u n d e rs ta n d  th a t o u r 
goal as believers is to seek what 
we can  do  to  p lease  G o d , no t 
what He can do for us.” Both o f 
these  p o p u l a r  a u t h o r s  w o u l d  
fiercely deny the  possib ility  o f 
unregenerate m en obtain ing  the 
new b i r t h  t h r o u g h  g o o d  e n ­
deavors. But once one has trusted 
Christ for the forgiveness o f sins, 
then (according to  their form ulas 
for holiness) one is obliged “to 
seek w hat we can d o ’’ ( i tal ics  
mine) to  realize the fullness o f the 
blessing. How, and at w hat point 
in the venture o f faith, this subtle 
shift o f  em phasis takes place we 
are not told.

T hese  e s te e m e d  w rite rs  an d  
speakers deserve credit for taking 
s e r i o u s l y  t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  i n ­
junction: “ Be ye holy; for I am

holy” (1 Peter 1:16). In m arshal­
ing the spiritual exploits o f some 
extraord inary  C hristians in sup­
port o f his doctrinal position, he 
evidences some com m endable in­
sigh ts i n to  holy  liv ing. N ever­
theless, his theological perspec­
tive is flawed.

T h a t m any exem plary  C hris­
tians outside o f the Wesleyan tra­
dition  enjoy and evidence heart 
holiness we acknowledge readily 
a n d  gladly . T h e re  a re  r a d i a n t  
saints whose religious experiences 
and  sp iritual insights are better 
t h a n  t h e i r  t he o l og i c a l  te n e ts . 
T h e r e  is a vi tal  b o n d  a m o n g  
Spirit-filled C hristians that tran ­
scends h istorical trad itio n s  and 
ecc le s ia s tica l a lleg iances. Th i s  
does n o t, how ever, m a k e  d o c ­

trinal accuracy unim portant.
C. W illiam Fisher, in a printed 

radio serm on titled “Holiness Is 
N o t ‘T r y i n g  H a r d e r , ’ ”  s u m ­
marizes this cardinal truth: “It is 
Halford Luccock who rem inds us 
that ‘we have missed the essential 
lesson o f the New T estam ent if

we th ink o f it ju st as a sum m ons 
to  “ t ry h a rd e r.” T he m en  and  
w om en we m eet in the Acts and 
in the Epistles who experienced 
Pentecost and were living a life o f 
holiness are not people who were 
“ t ry i ng  h a rd e r ,” b u t m en  an d  
wom en whose lives were open to 
the co n tin u in g  p ene tra tion  and 
power o f the Holy Spirit.’”

We are sanctified, as we are ju s­
tified, by faith and not by works.

hi
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NEWS OF RELIGION
PRESBYTERIANS REJECT SEXUALITY REPORT

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS BAN 
ON ABORTION COUNSELING FUNDING
Federal regulations that for­
bid the use o f  go v ern m en t  
funds for abortion counseling 
w ere  u p h e ld  by the  U .S . 
Supreme Court May 23.

The 5-4 R u st v. Su llivan  
decision means that clinics 
that receive  federal m oney  
under Title X of  the Public 
Health Service Act of 1970. 
must stop providing abortion 
co u n se l in g  or re fe r ra ls ,  or 
face the loss of  public fund­
ing.

Under the regulations, the 
n a t i o n ' s  4 ,5 0 0  f e d e ra l ly  
fu n d e d  “ fa m i ly  p la n n in g

c l in ic s” will be required to 
re fe r  p re g n a n t  w o m en  for 
prenatal care, rather than for 
a b o r t io n s .  If  a sk ed  abou t 
abortion, clinic workers are 
req u ired  to e x p la in ,  "T h is  
clinic does not consider abor­
tion as an appropriate method 
of family planning."

Douglas Johnson, legisla­
tive director o f  the National 
R ig h t  to L ife  C o m m i t t e e ,  
called the decision "a defeat 
for those organizations that 
dem and  tax do lla rs  to p ro ­
mote abortion as a 'family- 
planning option.'"

Presbyterians have reaffirmed 
that premarital sex. homosex­
ual i ty ,  and b ise x u a l i ty  are 
wrong. In the recent General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U .S.A .) .  delega tes  
rejected a report on human 
se x u a l i ty  tha t  w ou ld  have  
given the church's blessing to 
sexua l  p ra c t ic e s  c u r re n t ly  
prohibited by the church.

The delegates rejected the 
report from the church's  Spe­
cial C o m m ittee  on H um an  
Sexuality by a 534-31 vote. 
The convention also voted to 
send  a le t te r  to its 10 ,500 
churches affirming the sancti­
ty of the marriage bond and

past chu rch  s ta tem ents  de­
claring homosexuality  to be 
wrong.

The 2.9 million-member 
denomination was rocked by 
the committee’s report, which 
said that responsible and com- 
m it te d  s e x u a l  expression 
among unmarried, homosex­
ual, and bisexual peopie has 
ethical integrity.

M ore  th a n  h a l f  of the 
church's  171 presbyteries had 
urged rejection of  the report 
on grounds it ignored biblical 
prohibitions against adultery 
and hom osexual i ty  and ap­
peared to endorse lax sexual 
standards.

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE NOT AS LOYAL AS THEY USED TO BE
Church loyalty isn 't  what it 
u sed  to be. A lth o u g h  the 
average church member has 
been an official m em ber of 
his church for more than 17 
years, a recent study by the 
B a rn a  R e s e a rc h  G ro u p  
(BRG) shows that a sizable 
group of church members are 
willing to change churches, 
or even denominations. One- 
fifth (21%) of those surveyed

CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN 
A TYPICAL MONTH
(among all “Christians”)
•four or more tim es.......... 40%
•three tim es........................11%
•tw ice ..................................12%
•once...................................12%
•don’t know/it varies............1%
•none/would not attend ....23%

LIKELIHOOD OF CHANGING 
CHURCHES IN NEXT YEAR 
(among churched adults)
•very likely............................ 4%
•somewhat like ly ................. 7%
•not too like ly .....................16%
•not at all likely.................. 71%
•not sure/undecided 1%
Source: Barna Research Group

w ere  m e m b e r s  o f  th e i r  
church for less than 3 years.

"Given the fact that overall 
c h u rc h  a t te n d a n c e  has  not 
changed  s ign if ican t ly  in at 
least the last eight years, the 
only way to account for this 
large g roup  o f  new church  
members is through transfer 
growth from one cong rega­
tion to another,” said George 
Barna, BRG president.

B a rn a  p o in te d  o u t  tha t 
those  w ho  are u n h appy  or 
u n f u l f i l l e d  in th e i r  local  
church are more likely to try 
another  church than church 
members in the past. He also

A federal judge in Philadel­
phia declared unconstitution­
al a public school d is tric t 's  
policy barring the d is t r ibu ­
tion of religious literature by 
h igh  s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s  on 
school premises.

U.S. District Judge Joseph 
L. McGlynn. Jr.. issued a 45- 
page op in ion  recen tly  that 
said the policy of prohibiting 
literature that "proselytizes a. 
particular religious or politi­
cal belief '  is "overbroad and 
. . . invalid.”

The case began last year 
when Scott Slotterback, 16, 
was told to stop handing out

n o te d  th a t  w h en  to d a y ' s  
c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  m o v e  to 
another city they do not nec­
essarily limit their search for 
a new chu rch  hom e to the 
d e n o m in a t io n  th e y  c a m e  
from.

" T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  for  
Christian affiliation in Amer­
ica has changed," Barna said. 
" P e o p le  are  m o re  o p en  to 
changing  churches  to d a y —  
we can see this in the fact 
that m ore  than 4 out o f  10 
churched adults visit church­
es o th e r  than  the one they 
attend most often."

tracts  to fellow studen ts  at 
Interboro Senior High School 
in the P h i l a d e lp h ia  a rea .  
Principal Nicholas Cianci told 
S lotterback and fellow s tu ­
den t Keith  Ferry  tha t they 
were violating the rule of sep­
aration of church and state.

T h e  r u l in g  w as  is s u e d  
before a trial in response to 
pretrial motions. The judge 
ordered the case to proceed 
to trial on the narrow q u es­
tion of whether the literature 
d i s t r ib u t io n  had d is ru p te d  
school activities and could be 
r e s t r i c t e d  fo r  th a t  r e a s o n  
alone.

FAMILY SHOULD TEACH 
CHILDREN ABOUT GOD, 
SAYS PSYCHOLOGIST
The family, not the church, is 
the institution God has estab­
lished to teach children about 
faith, according to Christian 
p sycho log is t  Harold Hime. 
In a r e c e n t  B a p tis t  Press 
story, Hime said the family is 
G od 's  primary institution.

"The purpose of the family 
is to live out the will of God,” 
he said. "The purpose of the 
church is to equip the family 
to live out the will of God.”

Him e uses Deuteronomy 
6 :6 - 7  as the  bas is  for his 
s t a t e m e n t .  T h a t  passage 
says: "These commandments 
that I give you today are to 
be upon your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at 
h o m e  and  w hen  you walk 
along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up" 
(NIV).

"It never says the church 
w ill  t e a c h  th e m ."  Hime 
noted .  "It says the family 
will teach them. It says to 
teach them the laws and the 
statutes of God."

H im e  s t r e s s e s  that, to 
r e s to r e  b ib l i c a l  families, 
churches should put parents 
in a priestly role.

JUDGE CLEARS DISTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

EDWARD A. BRODIEN, B ou rbo nna is , 
III.. Feb. 20. Survivors: wife, Elaine; sons, 
Elmer, Ray, Roger: six grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren.

REV J. E. CHILDRESS. 64, Indianapolis, 
Ind., M ar. 3. S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  S ara; 
daughters, Joyce Childress, Susan Brown; 
three sisters; one brother; tw o  grandchil­
dren.

DONALD L. CRAWFORD, Houston, Tex., 
Mar. 23. Survivors: wife, Ruth; daughter, 
Ladonna Crandlemire; sons, M ichael, Greg­
ory; two brothers; two sisters; tw o grand­
children.

REV. THOMAS R FIELDS, 63, Chesa­
peake. Ohio, Feb 8 Survivors: wife, Betty; 
son. Thom as D av id ; d a u g h te rs , K a thy 
(Mrs. M ike) P itsenbarger, C arolyn (M rs. 
Gary) Ratcliff; stepson, John Sm ith ; one 
brother; fo u r s is te rs ; h is m o the r; seven 
grandchildren.

REV. ROGER A FLEM M ING , 65 , C ir- 
cleville, Ohio, M ay 2. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , 
Ruth; sons, David, Daniel, Daryl, Douglas; 
da u g h te rs , D e b b ie  B o g u is t ,  D e m a r is  
Mosley, Doreen Youngm an; 1 bro ther; 2 
sisters; 10 grandchildren

HAROLD GARRETT, 57, Daytona Beach, 
Fla., Nov. 24. Survivors: wife, Betty; sons, 
Dennis, T im , M ark; da ugh te rs , Beverly, 
Evowne, Darlene; 10 grandchildren.

CARL W GOBLE, 85 , P hoen ix , A riz .

S urv ivo rs : sons, Thom as, Jera ld ; three 
g rand ch ild re n ; tw o g rea t-g ra ndch ild ren ; 
tw o brothers.

W IL L IA M  A. G RIM ES. JR ., 52, M an ­
chester, Ohio, Apr. 11. Survivors: w ife, 
L inda; sons, A nd rew , W esley, R icha rd ; 
daughter, Paige Stout: two grandchildren.

REV. W O O DR O W  W ILS O N  “ C U B" 
HOOT, 77, M o rgan tow n , W .Va., Nov. 9. 
S urvivors: w ite , June; sons, Gale, Byron; 
daughter, Esther (M rs. Dave) Wooley; one 
sister; five grandchildren.

REV. HENRY B. HUGHES, 83, San Ange­
lo, Tex., May 7. Survivors: son, Jim ; three 
grandchildren.

EVELYN A. LANDRETH, 67, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., May 24. Survivors: husband, Duane; 
da u g h te rs , D eborah Jo hnson , Rebecca 
R epass; one s is te r ; one b ro th e r; th ree  
grandchildren.

REV. CORA WALKER M acM ILLAN, 74, 
Kelowna, B.C., Aug. 22. Survivors: brother, 
Charles; sister, Grace Harrison; nieces and 
nephews.

JESSIE GERTRUDE (SNIDER) McCUL- 
LOUGH. 87, N ashv ille , Tenn.. M ay 18 
S u rv ivo rs : da ugh te rs , E leanor Frazier, 
Bobbie Jones; son, Joe S trick land; s tep ­
daughters, The lm a T rum bo , B ill Hunter; 
stepson, Bob M cC ullough; 20 g rand ch il­
dren; 23 great-grandchildren

CAROL ELAINE (ROWE) MILLER, 47, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., June 13. Survivors: 
d a u g h te rs , M e lis sa  O 'B ryan , A m andah 
Rice; parents, Floyd and Louise Rowe; one

brother; one granddaughter
GENE MOFFITT, 66, Dewey, Okla., Jan. 

31. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Verna, daughters, 
Saundra Neely, Pam Lunsford; five grand­
children.

THEMA PICOU, 83, Arcadia, Calif., May 
3. Survivors: husband, Ollen; daughters. 
Carol (M rs. Paul) Jones, Evelyn (M rs. Don) 
W eick; one sister; three granddaughters; 
one great-grandson.

MILDRED RUTH (T IM M ) PRITCHARD, 
72, Azusa, Calif., May 19. Survivors: hus­
band, W illia m , son, R ichard; one sister; 
one brother.

REV. JAMES M. RAUM, 56, Boyne City, 
M ich., Apr. 20 Survivors: wife, Louise; 
da ugh te rs , M iche lle  W a lle r, Jam ie  H ill; 
mother; one brother; two granddaughters.

ROBERT REED, 73, Hannibal, Mo., May 
10 Survivors: wife, Dorothy; daughters, 
Pamela, Jeame, two brothers, M illard and 
Harold; one sister, Martha Garvin.

MILDRED A. DAVIS SCHOLES, 83, Indi- 
alantic, Fla., Mar. 2. Survivors: husband, 
Ray; one sister; one brother.

M A R JO R IE  J TA N N E R , 66 , C ro w n  
Point, Ind., Apr 21 Survivors: husband. 
G ene; one s is te r ; th re e  b ro th e rs ; to u r  
grandchildren.

ELIZABETH (BOYER) W ILL IA M S , 33, 
Old H icko ry, Tenn., May 10. S urvivors: 
husband, Douglas: son, Lucas; her mother; 
one sister.

Births
to LEE AND KARLA ADAMS. Roswell, 

N.Mex., a boy, Camron Lee, May 22 
to RICHARD AND MELODIE (BULLOCK) 

ALTON, O lathe, Kans., a boy, Natham al 
Wesley Arlan, Mar. 15 

to  R ICK AND KA R LA  (S C HA CK ) 
BUCHANAN. Duncan, Okla., a girl, Ashleigh 
Christine, May 5 

to TOM AND APRIL DUNCAN, Vandalia, 
Ohio, a boy, Tyler Alan, Apr. 17 

to RANDY AND JOAN (HESS) EPPES, 
DeSoto, Tex., a girl, Anna Alexandra, Mar. 
11

to MARK AND RENESSA (CARDWELL) 
KLINK, Dodson, Tex., a boy, Cade McCoy. 
May 25

to  BRENT AND MISSY (HENDERSON) 
LAYTHAM, Durham , N.C., a g irl, M onica 
Olivia, Feb. 27 

to  ROBERT AND M O LLY  (KEEN) 
MITCHELL, Overland Park, Kans., a boy, 
Samuel Joseph Robert, Apr. 2 

to REV. STUART AND TERI (STRICK­
LIN) ROWAN, Palm Bay, Fla., a girl, M or­
gan W hitne, Feb. 18 

to REV. KEITH AND MAGGIE (POWELL) 
SMITH, Maumelle, A r k , a boy. Caleb Scott, 
Apr. 18

to REV. JOHN AND ROSE SPRUNGER, 
Manzini. Swaziland, a girl, Elizabeth Rose, 
Nov. 20

to REV. CLIFFORD AND BARBARA (LEE) 
VANDERBURGH, S anborn, Iowa, a boy, 
Philip Lee, Jan 14 

to DONALD AND M ICHELLE (RA UM ) 
WALLER, Stuart, Fla., a girl, Sarah Ann

Anniversaries
MR AND MRS. JESS HAMILTON cele­

b ra ted  th e ir  75 th  w ed d in g  an n ive rsa ry  
June 21 in Trin idad, Colo. The reception 
was hosted by th e ir sons Ramon, Jack,

Boyd, and Jim . The Hamiltons have eight 
g randch ild ren  and nine g rea t-g ra ndch il­
dren.

B ILL AND W ANDA M ARTIN, W ich ita , 
K an s., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
anniversary w ith a reception June 2. Their 
children, Sherill Hubert, Jerry Martin, Bev 
Martin, Janis Munn, the ir children's spous­
es, and the ir grandchildren also accompa­
n ied them  on a w e e k -lo n g  va ca tion  in 
Hawaii.

REV. W ILLIAM  A. AND REV. MITTIE A. 
READING, Pueblo, Colo., celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary Ju ly 28 w ith a 
re cep tion  th a t in c lud ed  repea ting  th e ir 
wedding vows. The Readings have been in 
fu ll-tim e m in is try fo r more than 50 years.

ROBERT AND MARGARET SPRINGS, 
Durand, M ich., celebrated the ir 50th wed­
ding anniversary Apr. 12 w ith  a reception 
given by the ir ch ildren. Mr. Springs has 
served on the board of the Durand Church. 
M rs. S prings has played the piano and 
organ. The couple has fou r ch ildren and 
eight grandchildren.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
DONNELL R. ARMSTRONG, fro m  Valley 

View, W Va., to Aiken, S.C.
W ILLIAM  H. BLAND, from  Hastings, Nebr., 

to Roswell, N.Mex.
ROBERT L. BUSH, from  Science Hill, Ky., 

to Marietta (Ga.) First 
W MICHAEL BYUS, from  New C um ber­

land, W Va., to Youngstown (Ohio) First 
LARRY D CARR, fro m  DuQuoin. III., to 

W inslow, Ind.
M ICHAEL S. CHAMBERS, fro m  student, 

NBC, C o lo ra d o  S p r in g s , lo  p a s to r, 
Rome, N Y.

LARRY W. CHANDLER, fro m  B ingham , 
Maine, to Pittsfield, Maine 

R. BRUCE CLARK, from  Leeds, Maine, to 
Bethel, Maine 

THOMAS L. COOK, from  Dalton (Ga.) First, 
to Lilburn (Ga.) Parkview Community 

ROBERT E. COY, from  N orthwestern I l l i ­
nois D is trict, to pastor, Kankakee (III.) 
Eastridge

G. TIMOTHY DRISKELL, from  Minneapolis 
(M inn .) S pring  Lake Park, to Keokuk, 
Iowa

DALE W. FALLON, fro m  NYI M in is tr ies , 
Headquarters, to  pastor, Kansas C ity 
(Mo ) Dundee Hills 

FRED J. FORSTER, fro m  San F rancisco 
(Calif.) First, to Pasadena (Calif.) Bresee 
Avenue

THOMAS C FREDERICK, from  student, to 
pastor, Sharpsville, Pa.

PAUL R. GEORGE, SR., from  Indiana, Pa., 
to Punxsutawney (Pa.) M ission 

LEWIS P. GRIMM, from  P ittsburgh (Pa.)
Terrance, to Indiana, Pa 

DAVID A. HAWKINS, from  associate, Bak­
e rs fie ld  (C a lif .)  F irs t, to  pa s to r. Los 
Angeles (Calif.) Highland Park 

CHARLES A. KOHR, from  evangelism , to 
pastor, Bell Vernon, Pa.

BENJAMIN D. LEMASTER, to  associate, 
Denver (Colo.) First 

RUSSEL R. McCOLLOM. from  associate, 
Yuba City (C a lif ) First, to pastor, W in- 
terhaven (Calif.) Bard 

R O N ALD  J. M cG ILV R A . fro m  O sseo, 
M inn., to Sidney, Mont.

RONALD L. PERRY, from  Connersville (Ind.) 
Gortner Memorial, to Valley View, W.Va.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN ISRAEL

Prepare for the Spring '92 
Sunday School Lessons on the Life of Christ 

by Visiting the Holy Land
February 12-21,1992 

10 Days for $1495

The March-May lessons from Luke focus on Christ's life. 
You'll visit sites mentioned in this study, as well as sites 

mentioned in lessons throughout the rest of the year. 
For adult Sunday School teachers and students.

Cost covers airfare, deluxe hotels, meals.
We can accommodate up to 80 guests.

For more information write or call, by October 15, 1991. 
SUNDAY SCHOO L IN ISRAEL •  Stephen M. Miller 

6401 The Pasco •  Kansas City, MO 64131 
Phone: 1-816-333-7000, ext. 480.

Fax: 1-816-333-1683.

Hosted by: Adult Ministries, Church o f  the Nazarene
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ARTHUR T. ROXBY. JR., from  Mercer Pa..
to Lakeville, Mass.

DAVID L SPEICHER, from  Syracuse N Y 
to Hastings, Nebr.

GREGORY J. SUTTER, fro m  N o r fo lk  
(Nebr.) Faith, to Laramie, Wyo.

LISA KAYE TUEMLER, from  student, NTS, 
K ansas C ity , to  a s s o c ia te , C on co rd  
(N C ) First

ALAN B. WHEATLEY, from  associate. Lake 
Los Angeles, Calif., to pastor. Lake Los 
Angeles. Calif.

M IC H AEL R W IL L IA M S , fro m  M e r r it t  
Island (Fla.) Community, to Galion, Ohio 

RICHARD E. WISE, from  associate, P itts­
burgh (Pa.) South Hills, to pastor. Deer 
Lakes Community. Pa.

Recommendations
The follow ing have been recommended 

by th e ir respective  d is t r ic t  su p e r in te n ­
dents:

CARLOS ARTECHE. JR ., e v a n g e lis t, 
12909 M orning Ave., Downey. CA 90242 
(213) 923-3054. by Thomas L. Goble. Ana­
heim District 

BILL HINNEN, evange list. 2107 K irby 
Lee. Waco. TX 76712. (817) 666-5147, by 
James R. B lankenship. San Anton io D is­
trict

JOHN JUNEMAN. evangelist. 11125 E. 
27th St.. No 3. Independence. MO 64052. 
(816) 461-7207, by Keith W right. Kansas 
City District

DEAN L. THOMPSON, evangelist, 508 
T im be rla ne , Carl Ju n c tio n , MO 64834 , 
(417) 782-7769, by Pal L. W right, Joplin 
D istrict

CHARLES J WHEELER, evangelist. P.O. 
Box 185, Hawthorn. PA 16230. (814) 365- 
5424. by J. Roy Fuller. Pittsburgh District

Announcements
GRASSLAND (TEX.) CHURCH OF THE 

NAZARENE w ill celebrate its 75th anniver­
sary Aug 4 A ca rry -in  d in n e r w ill be 
served fo llo w in g  the 10 a . m . service. A 
special musical service w ill be held at 3 p .m . 
Former members and friends are invited to 
attend or send greetings 

For m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t the  
church at (806) 327-5656. or write Rte. 5, 
Tahoka, TX 79373.

ELDON (MO.) CHURCH OF THE NAZA­
RENE w ill celebrate its 70th anniversary 
Aug 25. Hiram Sanders will speak at the 
10 a  m  service, which w ill be followed by a 
potluck dinner The 2 p .m . service w ill fea­
ture special music and form er pastors All 
form er pastors, members, and friends are 
invited

For m ore  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t the 
ch u rch  at Rte 1. Box 404, E ldon. MO 
65026. or phone (314) 392-3440.

DENVER CITY (TEX.) CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE w ill celebrate its 50th anniver­
sary Aug. 31— Sept. 1. All form er pastors, 
members, and friends are invited.

For more inform ation contact the church 
office at (806) 592-3038.

FORT MADISON (IO W A) CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE w ill ce leb ra te  its  50 th 
an n ive rsa ry  Aug. 30 — Sept. 1. Robert 
Condon w ill be featured in concert at 7 p .m . 
S atu rday . Je ra ld  D. Jo h n so n , genera l 
superin tendent, w ill speak at the 10 a  m

and 3 p .m . Sunday services.
For m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t the  

church at 511 22nd St., Fort Madison, IA 
52627, (319) 372-5845.

MEDINA (OHIO) CHURCH OF THE NAZ­
ARENE w ill celebrate its 50th anniversary 
Sept. 8. Dr. D. E. Clay, founding pastor, 
w ill be the speaker. Music w ill be provided 
by Dave and Dana Blue. All fom er pastors 
members, and triends are invited.

For m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t the  
church at 360 W. Lafayette Rd., Medina. 
OH 44256

KNOXVILLE (IOWA) FIRST CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE w ill ce le b ra te  its  50 th  
anniversary Sept. 18-22 w ith  revival ser­
vices every evening and tw o services on 
Sunday. Gene Phillips, d is tric t superinten­
dent, w ill preach on Sunday m orning. All 
fo rm e r pa s to rs , ch u rch  m em bers , and 
friends are invited.

For m ore in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t pastor 
Ted H e n d e rso n , 1 1 13  W. R o o s e v e lt.  
Knoxville. IA 50138, or phone (515) 842- 
4134.

Moving Missionaries
ANDERSON. REV JOHN and DORIS. India. 

Furlough address: 401 E Grand Ave., 
No 6. Bourbonnais. IL 60914 

BECKUM, REV RANDY and LORI. France. 
Field address: 28 allee des G enets 
Guyancourt 78280. FRANCE 

B L IS H . REV. KENNETH and SU SAN , 
Bolivia. Leave of Absence: 47 Brooklyn 
St., Akron, NY 14001 

BOLERJACK, REV. RAYMOND and HELEN, 
PNG Church Growth. Furlough address: 
c/o W ayne Van Dyne. RR 2. Box 231. 
Independence, KS 67301 

BUNCH, REV GARY and FERN. B razil 
Leave of Absence: 8804 N. Rockwell 
Dr.. Oklahoma City. OK 73132 

BURKHART, REV PETER and M ERYL. 
P h ilipp ines -Luzon . Furlough address 
c/o W orld M ission D ivision. 6401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City, MO 64131 

DANNER, MR BEN and ALBERTA.1 Belize. 
New field address: P.O. Box 357 Belize 
City, BELIZE 

DUCKWORTH. REV. LARRY and FRAN- 
CINE. W e s te rn  S am oa . F u r lo u g h  
address: 4775 54th St.. San Diego, CA 
92115

D uFR IEN D . REV. JA M E S  and D IA N A , 
Trinidad-CNTC. Furlough address P.O. 
Box 1225. Globe. AZ 85502 

FLE M M IN G . DR DEAN. P h il ip p in e s -  
APNTS. Furlough address: MANC P.O. 
Box 1776. Olathe. KS 66061-1776 

FRYE. DR KAREN, Swaziland. Furlough 
address: 6401 The Paseo. Kansas City. 
MO 64131

GASTINEAU, REV. ROGER and ROWENA. 
Kenya, Furlough address: 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 

GRIFFITH. REV. MARSHALL and DELLA, 
Dominican Republic. Furlough address: 
10416 Bayberry Dr., Oklahoma City, OK 
73132

HANE. MR DAVID and K IM .1 Asia-Pacific 
Regional Office, Stateside address: RR 
1. Box 124. Waukomis. OK 73773 

HATCHER. REV. M AR K and R O VINA 
Korea. Field address: 178 Y on g jon -

dong. Tong-ku, Chungnam. Taejon 300- 
200, KOREA 

HEIL, REV. BRYAN and L IN D A ,*  PNG 
C hu rch  G ro w th , S ta te s id e  a d d re ss : 
1982 Cornell Dr.. Uniontown, OH 44632 

H ILL , M R. S C O T *, Ja pan , F u r lo u g h  
address: 4505 N. Central, Bethany, OK 
73008

HOWARD, MISS ESTHER, India, Furlough 
address: 18363 Basle r Rd.. C o tto n ­
wood. CA 96022 

JACKSON. MISS BRENDA*. Japan. Field 
address: 101 Kobuki Cho, Chiba Shi 
281, Chiba Ken, Japan 

LONG, REV. TH O M AS and BAR BAR A. 
Spa in . Field address: Calle Pelicano 
#26. Madrid 28025. Spain 

M cCLINTOCK, REV RALPH and ELIZA­
BETH, Namibia, Furlough address: 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 

MERRITTS, MISS MARJORIE, PNG M edi­
cal, Field address: P.O. Box 376, Mt. 
Hagen, WHP, PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

MOORE, MR. BEN and JANELL. Asia-Pacific 
Regional Office, Furlough address: 423 
Holly. Nampa. ID 83686 

MOUNTS. DR. ANTHONY and RITA.1 PNG 
Hospital. Field address P.O. Box 456. 
Mt Hagen. WHP. PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

MOYER, MR DAVID and MARYEL. Africa 
M in is tries Council Field address: P.O 
Box 106, 1710 F lorida. REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

NASH, REV JIM and JOY,1 MAC Regional 
Office. Field address: Apartado 820-A, 
01909 Guatemala, Guatemala, C.A.

PAGE. DR. PATR IC K and C H R IS TIN E , 
Swaziland, Leave of Absence: 6401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City. MO 64131 

PORTER, DR. W IL L IA M  and JU A N ITA  
Venezuela. Furlough address: 6401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City. MO 64131 

R ESTR IC K. REV D AV ID  and RHODA 
M ozam bigue, Field address: P.O. Box 
1460. Manzini, SWAZILAND 

RICE, MR JERRY and BRENDA. M exico 
Seminary. Field address Apartado 22- 
690. 1400 Tlalpan, Mexico D F , MEXICO 

RIGGS. REV DENNIS and JAC ALYN N . 
Mozambique. Furlough address: 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 

ROTZ, REV JAM ES and CAROL. A frica  
Nazarene Theological College, Furlough 
address c/o Northwest Nazarene C ol­
lege, Nampa. ID 83686 

SARMIENTO. REV CHRISTIAN and MAR- 
GIT. Ecuador. Field address: Casilla 17- 
1 1-05027. Quito. ECUADOR 

SEAMAN. REV JOHN and LINDA, Ivory 
Coast, Field address: 22 B P 623. Abid­
jan 22. COTE D'IVOIRE, WEST AFRICA 

S H M ID T . REV LYNN and SHEAR O N : 
Botswana, Field address: P.O. Box 970 
Gaborone, Botswana 

STANTON, REV D AR YLL and VERNA. 
A fr ic a  S o u th  F ie ld  N o r th , F u r lo u g h  
address 1916 E. 79th St.. Kansas City 
MO 64132

STULTS. DR. RAY and SUE. Philipp ines- 
APNTS. Furlough address: 1445 Pen­
rose, Olathe, KS 66062 

TROUT. REV. TIM O THY and JADONNA, 
Philippines-Luzon. Field address: P.O. 
Box 641. 1502 Greenhills. Metro Manila. 
Philippines

W ILLIA M S, REV. MERRILL and JANICE. 
P h ilip p ines -Lu zon , F urlough address: 
3600 N.W. 71st St.. Oklahoma City. OK 
73116

WOODS, REV. W ENDELL and TWYLLA. 
Japan, Furlough address: 6355 N. Oak 
Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

‘ Specialized Assignm ent Personnel

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo. Kansas City MO 
6 4 1 3 1 . R aym o nd  W H u rn . chairman 
John A. Knight, v ice-chairm an: Donald D 
Owens, secretary: Eugene L Stowe. Jerald 
D. Johnson, W illiam  J Prince.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
G eorge C ou lte r. 9310  C an terbury, Lea­
wood, KS 66206: V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cam­
bridge, Olathe, KS 66062: Orville W. Jerk­
ins . 2 3 09  W. 1 0 3 rd  S t.. Leaw ood, KS 
6 6 2 0 6 : W il l ia m  M. G re a th o u se  1179 
Rosewood Trail. Mount Juliet. TN 37122

ADDENDUM
The fo llow ing should have been included 

in the Evangelists’ Slates in the July Henli 
o f Holiness. We regret the omission.

BOQUIST, DOUG A DEBBIE: Greensburg, Iff. July 
8-12; Indianapolis District NYI Convention, 
12-13; Greensburg, IN, 14; Kentucky District 
Camp, 15-19; Eastern Michigan District Camp. 
Aug. 5-9; Central Ohio District Camp, 12-16; 
Worthington, OH (Columbus Northwest), 17-18; 
Brookville, PA (Calvary), 21-25; Anchorage, AK 
(First), 26-30 

ROGER BROWN: Mount Pleasant. Ml, July 21-271 
BRISCOE, JOHN: Fort Mohave. AZ (Mohave Chris­

tian Joy), July 9-14 
CANFIELD, DAVE: Fort McKinley, OH, July 31-Auj 

4; Mount Vernon, KY, 14-18: Reedsville, OH 
(Chester), 21-25 

HANCOCK, TIM: Hubbard, OH, July 21; Pensacola.
FL (First), 26-28 

HARRINGTON, MILTON: Fairfield, CA, July 7 S 14 
JACKSON, PAUL A TRISH-JETSTREAM MINIS­

TRIES: Del City, OK, July 14 a.m.: Yukon, OK. 
17; Concerts in Oklahoma and Texas, 19-21; 
Kansas District Assembly, 31—Aug. 2; Con­
certs in Kansas and Oklahoma. 5-11 

MANLEY, STEPHEN A DELPHINE: Alabama North 
and South District Camps, July 1-7; Georgia 
District Camp, 8-14; North Central Ohio District 
Camp, 17-21; Eastern Kentucky District Camp, 
22-28; New Mexico District Camp, 29—Aug.}  
Arizona District Camp, 4-11; West Frankfort IL 
(Bonnie Holiness Camp). 12-18*; Chrlsman, IL 
(Olivet Holiness Camp), 20-25*. Odessa. TX 
(First), 27— Sept. 1 

MICHAEL RANDY: Budapest, Hungary. July t-5 
MONCK, JAMES A: Redding. CA (First), July 14 
PFEIFER, DON: Nipgen, OH, July 20-28*
PIERCE, CATHERINE: Tilden, IL, July 18-28* 
‘ D eno tes N on N azarene C hurch

10-POINT QUIZ ANSWERS
(From page 14)

1 . A. 5 . A, 8. A.

2 . D. 6 . C. 9. C.

3 . C. 7 . B. 10. C.

4 . D.
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A CHURCH IS BORN . . .  The
newest church on the Kansas 
City District was organized 
June 9, according to Keith 
Wright, Kansas City District 
superintendent. Seven Oaks 
Church of the Nazarene was 
planted by the members of 
the Blue Hills Church of  the 
Nazarene under the direction 
of pastor Larry Lott. Lott 
reports that more than 23,000 
persons live within a mile of 
the new church.

D is tric t Superintendent Keith  
Wright (fa r righ t) with Preston 
M iller and his w ife, Charlette, 
and congregation at the organi­
za tio n  of Kansas C ity  Seven  
Oaks Church of the Nazarene.

Wright organized the 
church and commissioned its 
pastor, Preston Miller.
About 100 persons are 
expected to be charter m em ­
bers with about 60 percent 
joining by profession of faith.

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS A NAZ­
ARENE . . . Nina Ray has
seen a lot in the 73 years she 
has been a member of the 
Church of the Nazarene. She 
has served as Sunday School 
superintendent. NWMS presi­
dent. and church board mem­
ber. Her home has been open 
to evangelists, ministers, and 
several general superinten­
dents.

During the past year, her

church, Glendale, Ariz., Vine­
yard Church of the Nazarene, 
celebrated her anniversary 
with a special day in her 
honor.

“At the age of 87, Nina still 
has that beauti­
ful spirit and is 
in church every 
time she can be 
there," said her 
pastor, Everette 
Baker.

Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

BY TOM FELDER

LAY PASTOR SPEAKS OUT 
FOR MANY . . . Sophal Kim
(pictured right), lay pastor at 
St. Paul, Minn., First Church 
of the Nazarene. was invited 
to speak at Minnesota's Inter­
national Day of Prayer service 
at the state capitol recently. 
Kim was asked to represent 
35,000 Southeast Asians liv­
ing in the state.

K im ’s c h i ld re n ,  N areth  
and Narin (below), also par­
ticipated in the program.

"The U.S. is a country of 
im m ig ran ts  and re fu g ee s ,"  
K im  r e m in d e d  the  c ro w d .

1991 INTERMOUNTAIN DISTRICT 0RDINAND CLASS (I. to r.): General 
Superintendent W illiam  J. Prince; Rev. Karl M itche ll; Rev. and 
Mrs. Randy Herman; Rev. and Mrs. Stephen D. Bogart; Rev. and 
Mrs. Daniel Thompson; Rev. and M rs. Terry Jones; and D istrict 
Superintendent Ronald Kratzer.

NEW SANCTUARY COMPLETED
. . . Pekin, 111.. First Church 
of the Nazarene recently cel­
ebrated the completion of a 
900-seat sanctuary, accord­
ing to pastor Jim Kent. 
Former friends and pastors 
joined the celebration as 
General Superintendent 
W illiam  J. Prince dedicated 
the new building.

Valued at $900,000, the 
new facility was built for 
about $300,000. Nazarene 
builders Dick and Elsie

"Since the first settlers arrived 
m o re  than  4 0 0  yea rs  ago. 
wave upon wave of foreign­
ers  have s ta r ted  new lives 
here, escaping from oppres­
sion and deprivation in their 
homelands.”

M oore led the project with 
church members and friends 
doing most of the work.

In addition to the new 
sanctuary, the church plant 
includes an educational unit 
and gymnasium on 28 acres.

Donald Cooper, director, leads 
the P ek in , I I I . ,  F irs t Church  
choir as the church celebrates 
the completion of a new 900- 
seat sanctuary. General Super­
intendent William J. Prince (far 
right) led the dedication.
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HEADQUARTERS SALUTES 
THE 1990 PHINEAS F. BRESEE RECIPIENTS

T he Phineas F. Bresee medal is the only general church 
aw ard  p re se n ted  to ch i ld ren .  To  rec e iv e  this  top 
Caravan award, children must complete four years in a 

Caravan, earn 40 badges, learn the 15 Articles o f  Faith, read 
biographies of  Nazarene leaders, and give a minimum of  7 
hours of service to the local church. Nazarene International 
Headquarters is honored to present the 1990 recipients of the 
Phineas F. Bresee award.

Akron
Melissa Dillon 
Rachael McClellan 
J. Eric Peterson 
Tom W arrick, Jr. 
Christy White 
Stephanie Yingling 

Alabama North 
Candy Allen 
Matthew Cameron 
Andy Luna 

Alaska
Heather Lewis 
Jason Pepperd 

Arizona
Madeira Bowell 
Jaime Burton 
John Chapman 
Michaela Covington 
Brooke Felker 
Tam m y Hallman 
W arren Krantz 
Curtis Pierce 
Leilani Ramsay 

British Isles South 
Geraldine Allam 
Louise Barker 
Jeanette Beard 
Sarah Boston 
Jennifer Jones 
Ann Marsden 
Helen Thomas 
Karen Thomas 
Catherine Thornton 
Karen Toothill 
Claire Walker 
Emily W ilde 
Yvonne W right 

Canada Atlantic 
Ann Bushen 
Lynda Rossiter 
Marla Wallace 

Canada Central 
Stephanie Coburn 
Tara Cullen 
Jeanette Stephens 

Central California 
Brook Bartlett 
Tiffany Denney 

Central Florida 
Kyle Dodson 
Joshua Evans 

Central Ohio 
Daniel Damron 
Cheilon Mitchell 
Erin Rogers 
Stacy Strous 

Chicago Central 
Brian Boelk 
Jessica Dezwoon 
Michael Fruehling 
Keren Greenawalt 
Amy Hendricks 
Tim Laver 
Andrea Martin 
Melissa McCrary

Alicia Metz 
Melissa Moreno 
Joel Newsham 
Meredith Nicholson 
Shelley Patton 
Nathan Rieder 
Amy Shank 
Amy Jo Snellinberger 
Jason Stecks 
Kimberly Tuntland 
Eric Vail 
Kim Vichers 
Holly Watson 
Amy W illiams 
Jeffrey Wine 

Colorado
Stacy Bishop 
Nathan Brown 
Melissa Bruneau 
Jennifer Buffington 
Christina Geist 
Chad Gunstream 
Theresa Jones 
Trisha Muttschall 
Julie Rodriguez 
Ashly Smith 
Kristen Smith 
Todd Swart 
Justin Sword 
Cara Thiessan 
Christy White 
Kenzi Wilkes 
Allison York 

Dakota
Katee Brackett 
Kelly McGraw 
Am ber Unruh 
Kevin W ill 
Casey W illman 

Dallas
Kristen Craig 

East Tennessee 
Andrew Cox 
Patty Hale 

Eastern Michigan
Gregory Chambers, Jr. 
Catherine Cloutier 
Heather Cloutier 
Bethany Heidel 
Yvonne Keelor 
Jennifer Kelly 
K imberly Morgan 
Scott Ries
Jennifer Schuneman 
Lori Smith 
Jeff Spencer 
Brook Taylor 
Angela W ehrli 
Andrea W illiams 
Meggan W illiams 

Florida Space Coast 
Sarah Spencer 

Houston
Amanda Battles 
Emily Bettenfield 
Christy DeRanier 
Vonnie Gragg

Danny Rankins 
Blake Rogers 
Sean Ulrey 
Kelli Wied 

Illinois
Richard Davis 
Amy Fritcher 
Trent Krassow 
Am y Long 
Neely Marshall 
Herman Wallace 

Indianapolis 
Kristin Cox 
Chris Hall 
Stephanie Johnson 

Intermountain 
Ellen Carter 
Colleen Caylor 
Becky Cross 
Jolie Drahn 
Kyla Edelman 
Derrick Eisenbeis 
Jenifer Holm quist 
Adam Koontz 
Rachel Long 
Dustin Mandell 
Jennifer Marguardt 
Am y Parsons 
Erik Peterson 
Sam Robertson 
Erica Shafer 
A lisa Stanford 
Scott Stewart 
A lysha Van Hooser 
Jennifer W eymouth 
David Wick 
Kara W olf 
Jodie Yoder 
Michael Young 

Iowa
Heather Beyer 
Alicia Kadner 
Felicia LaRose 
Elizabeth Loose 
Donnie M iller 
Joe Modrell 
Gabriel Padilla 
Heather Spiker 

Joplin
Eric Van Dyne 

Kansas
Jeff Beckwith 
Tarl Bestauter 
Julie Chew 
Christy Culver 
Danielle Horsley 
Jamie Lange 
Jereme Long 
Christopher Mann 
Katie Patton 
Daniel W illard 

Kansas City 
Joel Balam 
Karla Brown 
Becki Cook
Katherine DeGraffenreid

Kate Fitzgerald Northeastern Indiana Pittsburgh
Becky Gragg David Chasteen Am y Brown
Jennifer Hager Nick Collins M ichael Buterbaugh
T iffany Hook Brock Hambrock Alan Emigh
Rikki Lane Ryan Hickey Rachael Huck
Shyloe Leonard Cassandra Lawrence Kristen Nordstrom
Amy Martin Joel Marks Emily Spetz
Mario McFarland Shannon Owen Rocky Mountain
Mary Meador Northern California Christina Barker
Kerri Powell Meriah Earle Jamie Barker
Jessica Raney Ryan Gage Sarah Holm quist
Holly Rich Jason Jones Josephine Pond
Melody Smith Am ber Long Southern California

Louisiana Sarah Wessman Sarah DeVore
Nikki Beeson Northern Florida Geneva Larson
W ynter Harvey Robert West Janell Marner
Coretta Johnson 
Sarah Phillips 
Kevin Toler

Northern Michigan W esley M orris
Ralph Claypool, Jr. 

Northwest
Southwest Oklahoma

Eric Emmert
M ichigan Jason Buttles K im berly Graham

Kent Allison Lori Fish Angela Jefferies
Mellissa Beckwith Tom m y Houck Benjy Paddock

Mississippi Gary Stinson M andy Sutton
Bridged Burnett Northwest Illinois M iriam  Thompson

Missouri Christina Bright Sheila Zerby

Richard Anderson Jessica Forsythe Southwestern Ohio
Matthew Kaatman Northwest Oklahoma Leigh Ann Egher
Daniel Sheldon Sarah Densmore Emily Skaggs

New England Phillip Meier Tennessee
Jacqueline Allen M isty Stevens John Abbott
Matthew Beausoleil Northwestern Illinois Kelli Mason
Troy Cully Jeremy Beck Jason Mobley
Jeffrey H itchcock Ryan M iller Virginia
Raymond Honl Northwestern Indiana Wendy Figard
Rebecca Honl 
Heather Howard

M isty Blackwell Andy Foldenauer 
Elizabeth Gossard

Sarah Johnson Northwestern Ohio Tim Jones
Raymond Mattos Holly Avery Carrie Schmidt
Heather Rakoski Karla Baker Chuck Walker
Lynn Snyder 
Malia Snyder 
Scott Thomas 
Krista White 

New Mexico

Cristi Champion 
Charity Knapp 
Melissa Pfister 
Matthew Sertell 
Erica Sund

Washington
Mark Anderson 
K im berly Bayliss 
Jennifer Burnham 
Felicia Dunlap

Brian Betoni Oregon Pacific Charla Henson
Jennifer Chisum David Campbell K im berly Lehman
Mary Forsythe Aron Depew David Phillips
Erica Nixon Eric Depew A utum n Platter

North Carolina
W illiam  Bledsoe 
M onica Taylor 
Angie Webb

Jetf DeHaven 
Luke Harrell 
Dana Herz 
Lisa Hice 
Tami Jahn

Ryan Russell 
Chris Scott 
John Smith 
Patrick Smith 
Nicole Taylor

North Central Ohio Cherie Ketchum Christi White
Kari Bennett Michael Koch
Gina Flood Chuck Leep Washington Pacific
Janelle Fowler Benjy Rench Jon Anderson
Larry Friend Jason Schwanz Jay Barker
Sarah Fruehling 
Jason Gearheart

Carrie Seaney 
Rory Swift

Jill Bramhall 
Demry Chamberland

Marissa Goyer Angela Turner Nathan Christensen
Jessica Henthorn Kelli W estmark Ben Hildreth
Ted Kendzerski 
Am y Lipps 
Amy Malugani 
Renee Martin 
David M orris 
Andrea Paulson 
Amy Phillips

Philadelphia
Sara Jakel 
Jesse Marlin

Brandi Anderson 
Nicole Cresswell

Brian Scansen 
Jon Shafer

Karen Dorman 
Dwayne Freed 
Michael Mink 
Bobbi Jo Robbins

Zachary Stuart 
Christy Trumble 
Melissa Vail

Brandy Smith 
Crystal Smith

Darren Seiverling 
Melissa Shober

West Texas
Douglas Eason

Angie Tracy Jared Sholley West Virginia North
Kelly W illiams Quinn Smith Jessica Barkley
Becky Zagula Jason Thoman Wisconsin

Northeast Oklahoma Emily Von Neida Faith Grinnell
Stacey Conrad Scott W ehry Barry Ison
Nathan M iller Marydee W iderstrom Krista Rider
Jill Stipp Angela Yost Les W ilkum
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Failure to Treat
Continued from  page 16 THE QUESTION BOX

was not cen tral to  C h rist’s su f­
fering.

Our partnersh ip  w ith Christ in 
reconciliation is surely w hat was 
in Paul’s m ind  when he wrote o f 
the “ the  fe llow sh ip  o f  h is s u f ­
ferings.”

R e c o n c ilia tio n  is w hy Jesu s  
came. R econciliation is why the 
church was born and is the des­
tiny o f  e a c h  o n e  w h o  c l a i m s  
Christ as his Lord.

Long before 1 had any under­
standing o f  how suffering could 
be the open door to vital m ean­
ing and purpose (I was still eaten 
up with the issue o f fairness), the 
Lord gave m e an am azing insight 
into the heart o f G od. It seem ed 
He said to  m e, “ I’m sorry  you 
don’t understand  w hat’s happen­
ing. W hy d o n ’t you ju st try to  for­
give Me for the way I’m working 
on you until you do understand.”

I know there’s no scripture to 
confirm  th a t  kind o f  conversa­
tion. Yet, it is in harm ony  with 
His tenderness and sense o f  hu ­
mor. Im agine it! I, who had failed 
Him so m any tim es, should for­
give H im  when H e’s working for 
the best for all His children!

As we w restle  wi t h  G o d  (to 
borrow the phrase o f a great Bible 
story), seeking strength and com ­
fort in ou r trials, let’s confess that 
some o f  ou r m isery is o u r own 
doing, bu t at the sam e tim e allow 
Him to com fort us and love us in 
spite o f our stupidity.

Let us acknow ledge the value 
of freedom  and  not b lam e G od 
for the things people do in their 
sin t h a t  a re  a l r e a d y  b r e a k i n g  
G od’s heart.

Let us c o m m i t  o u rse lv e s  to  
“w o r k i n g  w i t h ” G o d  in every  
problem  and  heartbreak  for our 
own grow th a n d / o r  G o d ’s m is­
sion in the world.

We m ight well find the prayers 
we raise to  our Father in the m o­
men t  o f  angu ish  sh ifting  from , 
“O Lord, why this?” to  the  fer­
vent ou tpouring  of, “ Lord, I com ­
mit even this to Your glory!” ^

CONDUCTED BY WESLEY TRACY, Editor

What does the Church of the Nazarene believe about cremation?
Our church has issued no official statement about cremation. Some of 

those who oppose it fear that it might cause the person to miss the resur­
rection somehow. There is no theological reason to think that participa­
tion in the resurrection depends on finding the actual physical remains of 
a person’s body. If that were the case, those who, for example, were lost at 
sea and their physical remains consumed by fishes would be in the same 
jeopardy.

Traditional Christianity does believe in the resurrection of the body—as 
the Apostles’ Creed affirms. But there is much that we do not know about 
the resurrection body. Paul counsels us that our body “is sown a natural 
body and raised a spiritual body. . . . And as we have borne the image of 
the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man” (1 
Corinthians 15:44, 49, NKJV). John advises, “It has not yet been revealed 
what  we shall be, but  we know that  . . .  we shall be like H i m” 
(1 John 3:2, NKJV).

Some oppose cremation because they think that burning the body 
seems more in harmony with the thought of religions that believe that 
individual existence ceases with death of the body and the only life after 
death is absorption into the great “oversoul” or “nirvana.” Some believe 
that cremation shows something less than the traditional Judeo-Christian 
“respect” for the dead. But these positions may represent personal prefer­
ence more than anything else. Some good and godly people I have known 
have had their bodily remains cremated. 1 fully expect to see them in 
heaven. ^

J e s s ic a  had to choose... 
Face a lifetime 
of bitterness, or 
find healing 
from God's touch

Discover 
J. B. PERRY—
a fresh new voice in 

Inspirational Fiction

$ 5 .9 5
H H 083-411-3937

Available at your local Christian bookstore 

or call to ll free 1-800-877-0700 ^

BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY &

lessita  had  
to  choose. . 
Face a  life tim e o f  
bitterness, or 
fin d  healing from  
G tx l’s touch.
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In a Woman’s Voice REBECCA LAIRD

Wrestling with the Spirit

Flannery O’Connor, a pro- 
vokingly spiritual writer of 
this century, wrote, “You 

shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you odd.”

I recently thought of this phrase 
while 1 was sitting in a circle of 
women in the professional ministry 
of several denominations. As we 
talked together, we noticed a 
shared feeling of being seen as 
odd—outside the expectations of 
what a minister “should be like.” 

Each woman spoke of wrestling 
with a call to ministry. Was ordina­
tion the best path? What did it 
mean to faithfully follow God’s 
calling and try to balance caring 
for children and home?

One woman in the circle, semi- 
nary-educated but determined to 
work as a laywoman, said, “I be­
lieve the Holy Spirit is at work in 
me and the church today. Empow­
ering the laity as a layperson is 
what I am called to do.”

I admire this woman’s clarity of 
conviction. I attended seminary 
with her and recall how she strug­
gled with whether or not to be or­
dained. Only by faithfully wrestling 
with the Spirit had she come to a 
place of peaceful acceptance of 
what God had created her to do.

Following divine conviction is 
essential for all women of God, 
whether called to preach or not. 
And like it or not, following the 
call of the Spirit might make us 
seem odd, or out of step in the eyes 
of others. But take heart, being 
viewed as one who listens to the 
beat of a different drummer is 
nothing new for women of faith.

Shortly before the turn of this 
century in Alabama, Mary Lee 
Harris Cagle, who would later be­
come one of the earliest ordained 
women in the Church of the Naza­
rene, felt called to the ministry. 

Mary was a young teenager and

concluded that her call must be to 
foreign missions as there would be 
no opening for such a life in her 
native land. When she shared her 
calling with her mother, Mary re­
called, “She gave me no encourage­
ment, but on the contrary bitterly 
opposed me, saying she would 
rather have me go to my grave 
than to a foreign field as a mis­
sionary” ( W om en Preachers, Fan­
nie McDowell Hunter, 71-72).

Five years later during a revival 
service, Mary felt the Holy Spirit 
direct her to ministry in her own 
country. She struggled with this 
revelation and writes:

On my face before God, with 
tears, I would plead to be re­
leased. I knew to go out 
in this country as a 
woman preacher would 
mean to face bitter op­
position, prejudice, slan­
derous tongues, my 
name cast out as evil, 
my motives miscon­
strued and to be looked 
upon with suspicion 
(Hunter, 74).
Mary married a preacher 

and helped him in his re- 
vivalistic work. Then he 
became ill unto death. Mary was 
disconsolate, and in her grief she 
locked herself in a room to plead 
with God.

“Lord, if you will heal my hus­
band, I will preach”; and God 
answered me with these words: 
“Will you do what I want you to 
do whether I heal your husband 
or not?" These words came as a 
thunderclap to my soul (Hunter,
75).
Mary’s husband died, and she 

committed herself to evangelistic 
work and church planting, primar­
ily in West Texas. Her work was 
not easy. In Anson, Tex., Mary “en­
countered strong prejudice against

her ministry, with rumors Hying 
that she had abandoned her chil­
dren and had once operated a bor­
dello” (B urden  o f  D issen t: M a ry  
L e e  C agle a n d  th e  S o u th e rn  H o li­
ness M o vem en t, Ph.D. diss., Stan 
Ingersol, 168). These accusations 
only served to bolster attendance.

Mary preached for 60 years. 
When it came time to retire, she 
wrote a letter to the official in 
charge of the denomination’s pen­
sion plan, “What you said about 
grace to retire gracefully struck me 
. . . We are queer creatures anyway. 
I almost had to know that it was 
preach or go to hell before I would 
do it, and now when the time is 
nearing when I will have to quit.

the thought of it nearly breaks my 
heart” (Ingersol, 284).

Blind and infirm, Mary preached 
on her 90th birthday, held up by 
two friends, and delivered her final 
rousing half-hour sermon. This 
outstanding church pioneer died 
the next year.

Following God's calling may re­
quire us, as people of God, to seem 
odd in the eyes of some. But Mary 
Cagle and a host of others before 
us can witness, living by the truth 
may make us odd but it shall also 
set us free.
Rebecca Laird is a professional writer 
and editor. She lives in San Francisco 
and is a licensed minister. ^

I^ ik e  it or not, following , 
the call o f  the Spirit might j 
make us seem odd or out of 

step in the eyes o f  others, j

 J
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IT TAKES TIME TO BE A GOOD SAMARITAN
According to  a  story  in the  New 

York T im e s  News Service re­
cently, two psychologists  recru ited  
40 volunteers from  P rin c e to n  
Theological S em in a ry  to  restage 
the story o f  th e  G o o d  S am ari tan .

All o f  the  vo lun tee rs  were m ale  
Protestants w h o  were to ld  th a t  they  
were pa r t ic ipa ting  in a s tudy  o f  the  
vocational p la c e m e n t  o f  s e m in a r ­
ians, and  they  were asked  to  record 
a brief ta lk  on  a given text.

To ha lf  o f  the  vo lun tee rs  they 
presented a text on  jo b  o p p o r ­
tunities; the  o th e r  h a l f  were given 
the R evised  S ta n d a rd  Version o f  
the G o o d  S a m a r i ta n  parable.

One by one  the  vo lun tee rs  were 
told to p roceed  from  G re e n  Hall to 
record the ir  ta lks  in the  annex .
Each was given a m a p  show ing  the  
route to  the  record ing  site; o u t  the  
front door, tu rn  right,  go in to  the  
alley at the  right,  th e n  first left.

The young  m e n  were d ispa tched  
at intervals o f  15 m inu tes .  Each 
turned right,  r ight again, a n d  there  
—lying in a d o o rw a y  in the  alley—  
was a you n g  m a n  cough ing  an d  
groaning a n d  seem ingly  in pain.

O f  the  40 you n g  m e n  involved 
in the  experience, 16 s topped  to  
help. Twenty-four d id  n o t  swerve 
from the ir  path . O n e  even s tepped  
over  the  v ic tim  to  get th ro u g h  the  
doo rw ay  th a t  he had  m is taken  for 
the  o n e  th a t  he wished to  enter.

T h e  d e te rm in in g  factor  as to  
w h e th e r  a m a n  s topped  o r  passed 
by was no t the  personali ty  o r  ch a r­
ac te r  o f  the  se m in a ry  s tudent,  bu t  
s im ply  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  he was in a 
hurry.

S o m e  o f  th e m  were to ld  tha t  
they w ou ld  be early for the  record ­
ing an d  it was suggested th a t  they 
take  the ir  time. T h is  was te rm ed  
the  “ low h u r ry "  cond it ion .  O thers  
were s im ply  to ld  th a t  it was t im e  to  
go ( in te rm e d ia te  hurry). A final 
g roup  were in the  “high h u r ry ” 
co n d i t io n  an d  were to ld  th a t  they 
shou ld  rush  to  the  place where the 
record ing  was to  be made.

O f  those  in the  low h u rry  s itu ­
a tion ,  41 percen t s topped  to  help.
In the  high h u rry  cond i t ion ,  10 
p ercen t s topped  to  offer help.

It seem ed  to  m a k e  no  difference 
w h e th e r  the  m a n  was en  rou te  to

record  a speech on  vocational o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  or  on  the  G o o d  S a m a r­
itan. T h e  m e n  w h o  were u n d e r  the  
pressure o f  t im e  were to o  busy to 
tu rn  aside to  help  a m a n  in need.

From  the  cradle to  the  grave, we 
live in a  ru sh ing  world. Even in d o ­
ing the  good deeds o f  a C hris t ian  
life, we w ork  u n d e r  the  gun  o f  t im e 
pressure. A m in is te r  c o m m e n t in g  
on  the  priest an d  the  Levite in the  
G ospel story suggests th a t  the 
fo rm er  passed by qu ick ly  because 
he was on  his way to  Je richo  to  
give a  lecture on  “ M a n ’s D u ty  to  
H is F ellow m en” a n d  the  Levite was 
on his way to  m ee t w ith  a prayer 
a n d  Scrip ture s tudy  g roup  in tha t  
sam e city. Both were on  a tight 
t im e  schedule  an d  really d id  no t  
have the  t im e for a  roadside  e n ­
c o u n te r  w ith  a  m a n  in need o f  
help.

It takes t im e  to  be a good S am a r ­
itan. I f  we do  n o t  f ind  the  tim e, we 
m u s t  m a k e  the  time. Too often  in 
o u r  ru sh ing  to  d o  the  good things, 
we miss the  opp o r tu n i t ie s  to  f ind  
G o d ’s best.

—Ross W. Ilayslip

here may be several growth Barriers

but, T h e  200 B a r r i e r  is the most 
formidable growth barrier any church will 
ever face.

The C hurch  G row th  D iv is ion  is L aunch ing  the In te rm edia te  
Church Initiative for churches of 100 - 250 as one of the Church 
Size Strategies. One Key Component is the 200 Barrier Material. 
Each church in the category should study this material soon.

•  Ten Steps Book With A Laity Application Guide
•  Study Guide With Participants Manual
•  Video With Three Sessions
•  Three Year Planning Calendar

ORDER TODAY FROM NPH 1 -(800) 877-0700



The Faucets of Personality
C hrist found  h im  in mid-life. 

T h e  jo y  a n d  d y n a m ic  o f  
this  new rela tionsh ip  was 

visible in every aspect o f  his life. In 
S un d ay  School class, the  young  
C hris t ian  testified: “W h e n  the  Holy 
Spirit c a m e  in to  m y life. H e a f ­
fected every faucet o f  m y  p erso n ­
ality."

1 a m  qu ite  ce r ta in  he m e a n t  to 
say “ facet” instead  o f  “ faucet." But 
30 years later, I a m  still praying 
th a t  every faucet o f  his personality  
is d r ipp ing  with evidence o f  the 
work o f  the  H oly  Spirit in his life.

O n e  o f  the  princip les o f  spiritual 
fo rm a tion  iden tif ied  by S uzan n e  
Johnson ,  in Christian Spiritual 
Formation in the Church and in the 
Classroom, deals with this very is­
sue. She writes: “T h e  fu n d am e n ta l  
con tras t  for Paul is between  life 
lived wholly u n d e r  the  pervasive 
in fluence o f  G o d ’s Spirit, an d  life 
tha t  u tterly  refuses an d  resists the 
Spirit. ‘In m o s t  s e l f  an d  ' in n e r  n a ­
tu re ’ . . . [refer to] o u r  whole h u ­
m a n  existence as qualif ied  an d  d e ­
te rm in ed  by the  creative, m yster i­
ous b rea th  o f  G o d ’s Spiri t’’ (N ash ­
ville: A b ingdon  Press. 1989. 113).

T h e  call to  spiritual fo rm a tion  is 
one  in w hich every e lem en t  o f  o u r  
lives reflects the  pervasive w ork o f  
the  Holy Spirit within.

S uzan n e  Jo h n so n  u n d e rs ta n d s  
the  fo rm a tion  o f  C hris t ian  cha r­
ac ter  as a lifelong project c o n s ta n t­
ly c o m in g  u n d e r  the shaping  o f  
G o d ’s call. “T h o u g h  we do  have in ­
consistencies, C hris t ian  charac ter  
m e an s  at least th a t  we are c o m m i t ­
ted to  bring ing  every e lem e n t  o f  
ourselves, every th ing  we believe, 
feel, do, o r  do  no t do, in to  relation 
with o u r  p r im a ry  loyalty to  G o d 's  
R e a lm ” (115). T h e  young  m a n  was 
correct: Every faucet o f  o u r  p e rso n ­
ality shou ld  reflect the  f u n d a m e n ­
tal loyalties an d  priorities o f  o u r

c o m m i tm e n t  to  G od.
S am ue l S h o e m a k e r  wrote: T h e  

Holy Spirit “co m es  in to  o u r  en e r­
gies an d  expands  th e m  . . .  We can 
face things, create things, a c c o m ­
plish things, th a t  in o u r  ow n 
strength w ou ld  have been  im p o s­
sible . . . T h e  H oly  Spirit seem s to 
m ix  a n d  mingle his pow er with  o u r  
o w n ” (144, /  Stand by the Door, 
Helen S hoem aker ,  New York: 
H a rp e r  an d  Row, 1967).

T h e  pervasive w ork  o f  the  Holy 
Spirit is vividly ca p tu red  in the  
m e ta p h o rs  o f  “ m ixing an d  m in ­
gling." T h e  m e ta p h o rs  speak o f  
d y n a m ic  a n d  action . Each te rm  
recognizes the  g if tedness o f  the  
presence o f  the  H oly  Spirit.

T h e  Book o f  Acts is a w onderfu l 
exam ple  o f  w ha t  hap p e n s  
to  persons  w hen  the  Holy 
Spirit en ters  the ir  lives. O n  
the  D ay o f  Pentecost ,  a 
g roup  o f  fearful disciples, 
w ho  were h id ing  beh ind  
locked doors  “ for fear o f  
the  Jews,” sudden ly  b e­
c o m e  witnesses on  a g rand 
scale. T h e  se rm o n  th a t  day 
was a m as te rp iece— given 
by a f ish e rm a n  to u c h e d  by 
the  Holy Spirit.

W h e n  the  courage o f  Pe­
te r  an d  Jo h n  is displayed at the 
trial in ch a p te r  4. even the  e d u ­
ca ted  m e m b e rs  o f  the  S anhed r in  
are surprised: "W h e n  they . . . real­
ized tha t  they were unschoo led ,  o r­
d ina ry  m en, they  were as ton ished  
an d  they took  no te  th a t  these m en  
h ad  been  with  Jesus” (v. 13. NIV).

Persons chosen  to  ad m in is te r  the 
fund for the  p o o r  tu rn  o u t  to  be 
Spirit-fil led leaders. W itness  the  
case o f  S tephen, the  first m a r ty r—  
a n d  Philip, w ho  took  the  revival to 
S am aria.

Saul is t ransfo rm ed  on  the  D a ­
m ascus  R oad  from a persecu to r  o f

“T h e  W ay” to  a d y n a m ic  witness to 
the  R e su rre c t io n — an d  la ter b e ­
co m es  the  a u th o r  o f  nearly  one- 
th ird  o f  the  New Testam ent.

T h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  w itness o f  
the  Book o f  Acts, however, is tha t 
the  p r inc ipa l  w ork  o f  the  H oly  
Spirit is in co m m u n ity .  Repeatedly, 
the  a u th o r  no tes  the  way the  Holy 
Spirit “ mixes a n d  m ing les” His 
pow er  in a n d  th ro u g h  the  c o m m u ­
nity. If  the  c o m m u n i ty  were to  tes­
tify, it w ou ld  echo  the  te s t im o n y  of 
the  you n g  Chris t ian :  “T h e  Holy 
Spirit affects every 'fauce t '  o f  the 
life o f  the  church."

L loyd Ogilvie, speak ing  in chapel 
a t N azarene  T heologica l  Seminary, 
observed: “ If  the  H oly  Spirit had 
been  rem oved  from  the  life an d  ac­

tivities o f  the  Early C h u rc h  in the 
Book o f  Acts, 95% o f  the ir  work 
w ould  have ceased. If  the  Holy 
Spirit were to  be rem oved  from 
the  life an d  activities o f  the  c o n ­
te m p o ra ry  church ,  95%  o f  its work 
w ou ld  con t in u e .” Even gran ting  
th a t  the  speaker  was using hy­
perbole  for shock  trea tm e n t ,  the 
c o m m e n ta r y  brings all o f  us into 
ju d g m e n t .
Suggested Journal activity: After 
read ing  the  Book o f  Acts, write a 
reflective essay on  the  ev idences of 
the  w ork  o f  the  H oly  Spirit in your 
life a n d / o r  church . ^

Som eone has said,
“Remove the Holy Spirit 
from the contemporary 

church and 95% of its work 
would continue”
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THANK YOU
IN A N Y  LANGUAGE

FOR SHARING YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE WITH 
OTHERS THROUGH THE 1991 EASIER 
OFFERING FOR WORLD EVANGELISM
TOTAL OFFERING RECEIVED:

$8,650,432.00

Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!

, Director
SERVICES

2 Corinthians 9:15, NIV

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW
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MISSIONARIES RECALLED FROM PERU TOLER IS NEW PASTOR OF NASHVILLE FIRST
Stan Toler, 40, 
has been elected 
senior pastor of 
Nashville First 
Church of the 
N a z a r e n e ,  
a c c o r d in g  to 

T a lm a d g e  J o h n s o n ,  T e n ­
nessee Distric t  su p e r in ten ­
d en t .  T h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  
c h o se  to  ca ll  T o le r  to  the 
post June 2 with a vote o f  
563 yes and 19 no. T o le r  
accepted the call and began 
his new assignment in July.

Toler fills the slot recently 
v a c a te d  by M il la rd  R eed ,  
who was elected president of 
Trevecca Nazarene College.

Toler has served as senior 
p a s to r  o f  O k la h o m a  C ity

First Church of the Nazarene 
since 1984. Prior to this, he 
pastored Heritage Memorial 
C h u r c h ,  n e a r  C olum bus,  
O h io .  O rd a in e d  by the 
Church of  Christ in Christian 
Union, his credentials were 
recognized by the Church of 
the Nazarene in 1985.

A graduate o f  Circleville 
Bible C ollege ,  T o le r  has a 
m as te r  o f  arts  in theology 
from Florida Beacon Semi­
n ary  and  a D .M in .  from 
Maranatha Seminary, as well 
as a degree in management 
from  S o u th e r n  Nazarene 
University.

Toler and his wife, Linda, 
h av e  tw o  so n s ,  Seth  and 
Adam.

Nazarene missionary person­
nel have been recalled from 
Peru. According to Robert 
H. S c o t t ,  W o r ld  M is s io n  
Division d irec to r ,  the m is ­
sionaries were evacuated in 
response to increased terror­
ist ac tiv i ty  by a n t ig o v e r n ­
m e n t  g u e r i l l a s .  T e n s io n s  
have increased in Peru since 
the May 15, 1991, signing of 
an an t inarco t ics  agreem ent 
between the U.S. and Peru.

A ccord ing  to Scott, m is ­
s ionaries  have becom e ta r ­
gets for  a s sass in a t io n s .  A 
W orld  Vision official from 
the organization’s California 
hea d q u ar te rs  was shot and 
killed and his associate criti­
cally wounded in an ambush 
in Lima May 17. In another 
incident, a nun was shot fol­
lowing a trial in a Peruvian 
village.

“With other m issionaries 
being threatened, the World 
M is s io n  D iv is io n  fe l t  it 
would  be best for our m is ­
sionaries to remain outside 
P eru  un t i l  the  s i t u a t io n  
appears  sa fe r ."  said  Scott.  
Scott said he made the deci­
sion to move the missionaries 
out o f  the co u n try  in c o n ­
junction with the World Mis­
sion Security  M anagem en t  
Council.

Mr. and Mrs. John Miller 
and Miss Mary Miller trav­
eled to Ecuador where they 
w ill  r e m a in  in Q u i to  and 
serve at the Bible co l lege ,  
a c c o r d in g  to Jo h n  S m ee ,  
M iss ion  S erv ices  d irec to r .

The Church of the Nazarene 
has been officially registered 
in the Kingdom of Lesotho, 
according to Robert H. Scott, 
W o r ld  M is s io n  D iv is io n  
director.

Lesotho, home to 2 million 
p eop le ,  is c o m p le te ly  s u r ­
rounded by the Republic of 
South Africa.

“ Although we do not yet 
h ave  an o rg a n iz e d  ch u rc h  
within this country, this is a

Dr. and Mrs. Larry Carm an 
and Rev. and Mrs. R obe rt  
Gray returned to the United 
States. Rev. and Mrs. Daniel 
B rew er will remain on fu r ­
lough.

Smee added that the C a r ­
m ans ,  G ray s ,  and B rew ers  
are available for deputation 
services until further notice. 
T h e y  m ay  be c o n ta c te d  
through the W orld  Mission 
office.

"W e are calling on N aza­
renes  to pray  for  pea ce  in 
Peru,” said Scott.

More than 25 ,000  N a z a ­
renes worship in 350 church­
es in the  S o u th  A m e r ic a n  
c o u n t ry .  N a z a r e n e  w ork  
began there in 1914.

MOUNT PINATUBO 
BURSTS CREATE 
PHILIPPINE DILEMMA
Bursts of smoke, gas, and ash 
from Mount P inatubo  have 
ca used  the dea th s  o f  m ore 
than  300  p e rso n s  in the 
Philippines, but no Nazarenes 
are known to have been in­
jured.

At least a dozen homes of 
Nazarenes were destroyed by 
m ud and ash in the area  
immediately around the vol­
cano.

Mount Pinatubo is only six 
miles from the Angeles City 
Church, the largest Nazarene 
C hurch  in the P h il ip p in es ,  
a c c o rd in g  to A s ia -P a c i f ic  
R e g io n a l  D ire c to r  G eo rg e  
Rench.

major step toward the begin­
nings of  our  church  in L e ­
s o th o , "  S c o t t  sa id .  "T h e  
K in g d o m  o f  L e s o th o  has  
been without the presence of 
a Nazarene church since the 
b e g in n in g s  o f  o u r  A fr ican  
work."

Richard F. Zanner, Africa 
regional director, worked for 
more than a year on the reg­
istration project,  along with 
ch u rch  a t to rn e y s  and  m is-

T he  day  sc h o o l  at the 
church was used as a shelter 
fo r  re fugees  fo l lo w in g  the 
f irs t  e x p lo s io n s  o f  M ount 
P ina tubo . The church  was 
unharmed by the blasts, but 
the roof of the parsonage par­
tially collapsed.

Some refugees fled to the 
campus of Asia-Pacific Naza­
rene Theological Seminary, 
some 60 miles away in Mani­
la. Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries sent a team of per­
sons from APNTS to Angeles 
City to provide food, water, 
and gasoline.

Individuals and churches 
wishing to provide assistance 
to cover the costs of this aid 
may send contributions to the 
N a z a re n e  C o m p a s s io n a te  
Ministries Fund. All gifts are

s io n a r ie s  J im  S m ith ,  John  
C u n n in g h a m ,  and N o rm an  
Zurcher.

"With the help of  God, our 
c h u r c h  has  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
what many others have said 
would be impossible,” C un­
n ingham  said. “ W e thank  
every  N azarene th roughou t 
the world for praying for this 
miracle to take place. Now, 
we ask for your prayers  as 
we begin evangelism there.”

approved as 10 percent spe­
cials and should be sent to the 
general treasurer, marked for 
Philippine Volcano Disaster.

MISSIONARY DIES

many years.
Three special services were 

held in her memory June 17 
at the Barceloneta Church of 
the Nazarene. Mrs. Cintron 
was born in Barceloneta and 
was know n  throughou t the 
community as a strong evan­
gelical Christian.

Survivors include her hus­
band, Mario; a son, Mario, 
Jr.; a daughter.  Raquel; and 
h e r  p a re n ts ,  Mr. and Mrs. 
Pedro Reyes.

F rom  1983 to 1988, the 
Cintrons served as missionar­
ies in Venezuela. Since 1988, 
they  s e rv e d  in Guatemala 
where Rev. Mario Cintron is 
the C e n tra l  R eg ion  field 
director.

CHURCH REGISTERS IN LESOTHO

M rs. Raquel 
C in t ro n ,  48, 
m iss io n ary  to 
Guatemala and 
Central Ameri­
ca, died  June 
16 in Barce­

loneta, Puerto Rico. She had 
su f fe re d  f rom  cance r  for
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C r ystal
R E C O R D I N G S

Dn response to a growing request for high-quality, inspirational Christian 
music, Lillenas Publishing Company announces the formation of Crystal 
Sea Recordings.

R e je c tin g  th e  G to u j d f G o d -'i R t f im c e  T h w iu jh  M m (c

Brystal Sea Recordings will feature a full range of listening products with vari­
ous musical styles, including praise, worship, gospel, and contemporary 
classics. All of the arrangements 

are both captivating and fresh.
Rich vocal qualities and a full or­
chestra sound combine to create 
music that w ill up lift Christ and 
bring you to a deeper and more 
personal relationship with Him.

0 E H  NO
■HYMNS OF . . -c 
... WORSHIP

Chert! Performances 
cl Timeless Hymns

SUNDAY MORNING H Y M N S  OF WORSHIP
Over 70 m inu tes  of w o rsh ip  m us ic  designed fo r qu ie t de votion  tim e. Each 
se lection  is a fa m ilia r  tra d itio n a l hym n arranged in a c lass ica l, elegant 
style.
Stereo C assette h h t a - 4 o o i c ............................................................................. $7.98

C om pact D isc hhoc -4<>oi................................................................................. $9 .98

SUNDAY AFTERNOON D IN N E R  ON THE GROUNDS
Featuring "v in tage " southern  gospel favo rites, th is  co lle c tio n  inc ludes over 
25 h igh -sp ir ited  c lass ics .
Stereo C assette hhta 4 0 0 3 c.........................................................................$ 7.98
C om pact D isc h h d c -4003  ................................................................................. $9.98

SUNDAY EVENING SONGS OF PRAISE
C ontem pora ry and trad itiona l favo rite s  pu rpo se fu lly  arranged to l if t  the 
sp ir its  and b ring  joy to the heart.
Stereo C assette.....h h t a - 4oo2c ..............................................................................$ 7.98

Com pact D isc h h d c  400? ................................................................................. $9.98

Prices subject to change Plus postage

NO R N IS (i
H YM N S OF 

WORSHIP t

E ?!f li
A SONGS OF I  
;. PRAISE »

Choral Expressions tS*

a

AFT E R NOON
a P i  P IX X E R O  Y M S S  
S E E ?  THEOROVXDS

cmieU:. 1

Begin your listening enjoyment today. 
Call 1-800-877-0700 to place your order.

C rystal e  S ea
R E C O R D I N G S  

P.O. Box 4 1 9 5 2 7 . Kansas City. MO 64141
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That the World May Know —  GO!

Preparing for the Harvest. . .

j j p

■ 1

m

m m
W h at— M e W itness?
Simple yet proven methods adults can use to become ef­
fective witnesses of their faith.
h h v e -295 package of 10 $2.50

S haring M y Faith: A Teen ’s G u ide  to E vang elism
A great guide to teach teens the importance of being able 
to share personal testimonies to unsaved friends.
HH083-411-3848 $4.95

W inning C h ildren  to Christ
Insights for determining when a child is ready for conver­
sion, and presenting a simple plan of salvation.
HHLG-7 $1.25

Reaping the Harvest.
Really  Living Booklet
Easy-to-read booklet to help older children share Christ with 
others. Colorfully illustrated
h h v e -27 package of 25 $9.95

L ife  Can Have True M eaning: A Youth W itnessing  
Booklet
Provides teens with a powerful, easy-to-follow witnessing 
tool for presenting the gospel.
HHYD-750 $9.95

T h e  G ospel of John
Known as the “salvation gospel,” this book shouid be 
placed in the hands of any seeking or new Christian.
HHTR 18 $.50

How to Fill th e  E m ptiness
Important supplement for one-on-one evangelism. Clearly 
describes the need for Christ to fill the emptiness. 
HH083-411-1888 $1.95

RSAU &  W W ¥£

Maintaining the Harvest. . .
NOW THAT I’M A 
CHRISTIAN j
BASK BIBLE STUDIES 
FDR CHILDREN

Bosk

CHRISTIAN
r b T ' - r r o i r o i : 
L ? : f \

Prices subject to change

i i

Basic B ible S tud ies  fo r C h ildren
Teaches the newly saved child what it means to be a Chris­
tian. Designed for a small class setting.
HHVE-50 $1.95

Now  T h a t I’m a C h ris tian— Basic B ible S tud ies for 
Youth
This new resource provides an active approach for youth 
workers to work with newly saved teens.
HHYD-501 $1.95

Basic B ible S tud ies  fo r N ew /G ro w in g  C hristians
Newly revised, step-by-step Christian life Bible studies for 
new converts. Perfect for small-group study.
HHVE-80 $1.10

Plus postage

TOOLS TODAY . . .  THE FIELDS AWAIT
ORDER FROM NAZARENE PURLISHING HOUSE 1- 800- 877-0700
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