




THE QUESTION BOX CO N D U C T E D  BY 
WESLEY D. T R A C Y  E ditor

Valid Election?
If nonmembers are permitted to 
vote in an election of officers at the 
annual meeting in a local Nazarene 
church, is the election valid?

No, the election is invalid. The 
M anual clearly declares that “Only 
those persons who have been re
ceived into full m embership and 
have reached their 15th birthday 
shall be entitled to vote in church 
meetings” (par. 113; see also 107).

The case you cite in your letter is 
an unfortunate one. I doubt that 
anyone was acting from impure 
motives. It is not u ncom m on  for 
persons to assume that they belong 
to the church when they do not. 
Sometimes new converts make this 
mistake. Sometimes persons who 
are mem bers of  a Sunday School 
class or who have simply attended 
for a long time feel so at home in 
the church that they th ink they be
long. A friend o f  mine reports that 
at the regular census time in C an 
ada more citizens report belonging 
to the various churches than the 
denom inations themselves claim.

All this behooves the local 
church to take into m embership all 
those who qualify, and to make 
very clear announcem ents  regard
ing the church elections.

Secret Orders
Can exceptions be made regarding 
our excluding from church mem
bership persons who are members 
of “oath-bound secret orders”? I 
have some good friends, a retired 
couple, who found Christ late in 
life and would like to join the 
Church of the Nazarene, but the 
local pastor has, with kindness, 
denied them this privilege, citing 
the husband's membership in the 
Masonic Lodge. He does not ac
tively participate in the lodge af
fairs, but all their insurance is 
through the M asonic Lodge, and 
he must maintain his membership 
or he and his wife, who is quite ill, 
will be without health or life insur
ance. Could not an exception be 
made in such a case?

I sympathize very m uch with 
your friends who want to express 
their newfound faith by jo in ing the 
church. But, like their pastor, I 
would have to withhold that privi
lege while expressing regret over 
the unfortunate set o f  c ircum 
stances in which they find th em 
selves. I would be very careful to 
explain to them, however, that their 
inability to qualify for church 
m embership in no way affects their 
m embership in the Church Univer
sal and in no way threatens their 
salvation. If the comfort o f  church 
m embership is extremely im por
tan t for them, or if they com e from 
a religious background that predis
poses them  to doubt that anyone 
can really be saved and not be a 
church member, it should not sur
prise you if they unite with a 
church o f  a different denom ina
tion.

Your question brings to m ind the 
advice I received as a rookie pastor 
when I took a similar situation to 
my district superintendent. Dr. Jar- 
rette Aycock. He said, “Some peo
ple make better friends o f  the 
church than they do members.”
O ur M anual states both the law 
and the rationale for it in para
graph 34.3. A m ong the practices to 
be avoided is . . . “m em bership  in 
oath-bound secret orders or soci
eties. The quasi-religious nature of 
such organizations dilutes the 
Christian's com m itm ent,  and their 
secrecy contravenes the Christian's 
open witness."

The views expressed in the  responses in this column 
are those o f  the  editor a n d  do  not constitute official 
statem ent by or fo r  the C hurch o f  the  S'azarene. The 
editor is not able to send  replies to questions not selected 
fo r  publication. Address: Herald o f  Holiness, 0401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City. M O  641.11.

Kids ’n Praise Go Together
Primary Praise
Kids will enjoy these 60 Scripture songs, fea
turing contem pora ry  and traditional children's 
favorites, w ith great new  songs.
C om piler KEN BIBLE and a comm ittee of 
e x p e rie n ce d  c h ild ren 's  w orkers  selected 
songs that are both m eaningful and fun to 
sing. General and seasonal selections are 
included, covering a variety o f topics. 
Sam ple song titles: I Will Enter His Gates; 

Arky, Arky; Love the Lord; I'm Something 
Special; We Were M ade to  Love the Lord; 
Adam , Adam ; G ive M e Joy in My Heart; Say 
to the Lord I Love You; Faith; Sandy Land; 
F ishers of Men; If You Can Sing a Song; 
A ctions Speak Louder Than Words. 

S ongbook h h m b  620 $5.95
Double-Length, Split-Channel 
C assette  h h t a  9 122c $10.98

Prices subject to change without notice.
Plus postage.

Order toll-free 
Nazarene Publishing House

1 - 800 - 877-0700
Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141
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E. DEE FREEBORN

The Power of Praying 
Together

Personal, private prayer is ab
solutely foundational to 
our growing friendship with 

God. Learning how to pray as a 
com m itted  child of  God is a life
long challenge. No one achieves 
"expertise" in prayer, there are no 
"professionals." we are all “am a
teur” participants and therefore 
equals in the life o f  prayer. As we 
read about prayer, it would seem 
that m uch of the emphasis is on 
solitary expressions and methods. 
However, there is another side, that 
o f  corporate prayer, the c o m m u 
nity praying together, whether two 
or three, or more.

The Scriptures are replete with 
references to the early Christians 
praying together. They took their 
cue from the words o f  Jesus,
“Again, I tell you that if two of  you 
on earth agree about anything you 
ask for, it will be done for you by 
my Father in heaven. For where 
two or three com e together in my 
name, there am  I with th e m ” (M at
thew 18:19-20, NIV).

The power of  prayer groups gets 
lost on us moderns, what with sci
entific explanations for just about 
everything. To neglect praying to 
gether is to neglect an opportunity  
to participate in the work o f  the 
Holy Spirit in significant ways. For 
example, who knows to what ex
tent the miraculous changes occur
ring in Europe today are due to 
faithful Christians praying and be
lieving together?

In the early days o f  the Church, 
when they met to pray, things hap
pened! In Acts 4:23-31, we read of  
the prayer meeting following the

release of  Peter and John from 
questioning by the Sanhedrin. “Af
ter they prayed, the place where 
they were meeting was shaken.
And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
G od boldly” (v. 31. NIV). Several 
things seem of particular interest to 
me in this story of  group prayer.

One, there w as fe llow sh ip . In 
verses 23-24, Peter and John went 
back to the group, and "they raised 
their voices together in prayer to 
G o d ” (v. 24, NIV. italic added). 
W hat Peter and John 
had gone through now 
became a concern o f  
them  all. They were to
gether! In the stress of 
their situation they 
needed God. o f  course, 
but they also needed 
each other. Peter and 
John did not have to go 
it alone. In a world 
where “individualism" 
has gone am uck and 
loneliness has spread like 
an insidious cancer, a group that 
prays together (regardless o f  the 
size) can be a healing balm.

Two, there was faith . The words 
o f  their prayer (vv. 24-28) indicate 
their faith was more than mere 
“beliefism.” " ‘Sovereign Lord.’ they 
said, ‘you made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea, and everything 
in th e m ’” (v. 24, NIV). They broke 
through their circumstances and 
planted themselves firmly on the 
sovereignty o f  God. Furthermore, 
employing the words o f  the second 
psalm, they affirmed their faith in 
G o d ’s wisdom and foreknowledge.

The opposition had been proph
esied by the Psalmist. Nothing 
takes God by surprise! Nothing is 
out o f  His control! Though the foes 
o f  Jesus unite and seem invincible, 
God is still sovereign.

Third, there was d e liv e ra n c e  fro m  
fear. “Now, Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great bold
ness. Stretch out your hand to heal 
and perform miraculous signs and 
wonders through the nam e of your 
holy servant Jesus” (vv. 29-30, NIV).

It is significant what they did not 
pray for. There was no plea to be 
delivered from suffering, hardship, 
or death. W hat they d id  ask for was 
boldness— not retreat, nor reck
lessness, but a sensible assessment 
o f  their needs. Their main concern 
was that Jesus be lifted up.

After they prayed, the place was 
shaken. Now there was a prayer 
meeting! Do you have a prayer 
partner? Are you part o f  a prayer 
group? Why not ask the Lord to 
lead you in this area o f  your prayer 
journey? There is power in praying 
together. tq

T o  neglect praying together 
is to neglect an opportunity 
to participate in the work of 

the Holy Spirit.
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Tiny Space, Huge Truths

Needing some exercise one 
morning, I unwrapped a 
piece of  sugarless chewing 

gum and put it in my mouth.
As I masticated, I ruminated.
I looked at the unfolded gum 

wrapper. It seemed quite small and 
insignificant. My curiosity aroused.
I decided to measure it. From my 
attache case I took a 6" ruler, 
which is used mostly to underline 
significant passages in the books I 
am reading.

The wrapper measured 3A" long 
and 1 wide,  scarcely larger than 
the Band-Aids I use to cover the 
nicks I inflict upon my patient face 
while shaving.

Somewhat idly. I wrote in clear, 
nicely formed letters on the tiny 
scrap of  fragile, almost transparent 
paper. “There's room on a small 
piece o f  paper for a message with 
large meaning." To demonstrate the 
fact. I added the words. "God is 
love."

I sat there reflecting on this brief 
quotation from 1 John. God alone 
is infinite and eternal, without be
ginning or end. the Alpha and 
Omega of all o ther existences. He 
is all-powerful too. Love is infinite 
and all-powerful, therefore (I 
thought ergo, for I was slipping 
into a scholarly frame of mind). 
That means everyone and every
thing that opposes or perverts love 
is doom ed to defeat and destruc
tion. All enemies of  God shall per
ish. No weapon formed against 
Him can prosper. Love will outlast 
and trium ph over every counter
force. every contrary act. for "God 
is love." Well, these thoughts 
prompted me to write on the wrap
per. "Sin brings death."

What is sin? Sin is against God 
and. if God is love, sin reduces to 
whatever is said or done that is not 
motivated by love and expressive

of love. Sin is failure to love. Di
vine law can be distilled into the 
love-commandment: “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart . . . and . . . your neigh
bor as yourself" (Mark 12:30-31, 
NKJV). Sin can be distilled into 
loveless being and loveless doing. 
And sin is doomed, for love is eter
nal. Necessarily, "the wages of sin is 
death" (Rom ans 6:23).

Necessarily, but not inescapably. 
Sin is the bane o f  every hum an  life. 
“All have sinned” (Rom ans 3:23).
If God's lov e insures the ultimate 
destruction of  sin. how can any of 
us survive? On the wrapper, by 
now a miniature messagc-board, I 
wrote. "Jesus saves!"

We can be saved from death be
cause “Christ died for our sins" (1
Corinthians 15:3). While _____
we were yet sinners, ene
mies o f  G od and power
less to change. Christ died 
for us. His death made 
possible our forgiveness, 
cleansing, and renewal.
Through His atoning 
death God has reconciled 
us to himself. Because 
Jesus died for us. God 
can be. without violating 
His holiness or sus
pending our freedom.
"just, and the justifier” (Rom ans 
3:26) of  all who believe in Christ.

In divine love's noblest expres
sion. Christ died for our sins. In di
vine power's greatest miracle. He 
was raised from the dead. The 
name we give to love's power is 
grace, and where sin abounded 
grace has superabounded.

I reflected upon the mightiest 
conquest o f  love over sin in the his
tory1 of  salvation— my ow n conver
sion to Christ. Paul called himself 
“chief of  sinners" and “least of 
saints." He lost both titles when I

came along. How deep in sin. how 
far from God I was! le t .  He did not 
abandon me to spiritual and eter
nal death. I Ie held before me the 
cross of  Christ and brought me to 
repentance. For Christ’s sake. "He 
pardoned my transgressions. He 
sanctified my soul"— to quote  a 
hymn. By His grace I was newborn, 
blood-washed, and Spirit-filled. To 
cap His mercies. I can say with 
Paul. "To me. though I am the very 
least o f  all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of  Christ" 
(Lphesians 3:(S. RSV).

I thought of  a precious v erse of 
Scripture that sums up the whole 
message, and I inscribed on the 
gum wrapper "John 3:16." "For 
God so loved the world that he

Thhe name we give to love's 
power is grace, and where 

sin abounded grace has 
superabounded.

gave his only Son. that whoever be
lieves in him should not perish but 
have eternal life" (RSV).

Amen, responded my grateful, 
happy heart, and I m ade a final en
try on the wrapper— “Amen.”

\es. there's room on a small 
piece o f  paper for a message with 
large meaning.

G od is love.
Sin brings death.
Jesus saves.
John 3:16.
Amen. ^
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A
HERALD

IN
EVERY HOME

The Fall 1990—Spring 1991 
Herald o f Holiness Subscription 

Drive Gets Underway This Month

Three districts launch the subscription sea
son w ith campaigns in October

Subscription
Goal

Dakota............................................................. 1,034
Nebraska.........................................................1,038
New E n g lan d ................................................2,900

These districts have subscription drives in 
November

A k ro n .............................................................3,041
A rizona.......................................................... 3,172
Illinois.............................................................2,942
In te rm o u n ta in ............................................. 3,292
J o p l in .............................................................2,162
M a in e ............................................................. 1,161
M ichigan........................................................ 3,388
North Central O h io .................................... 3,920
Northern M ich ig an ...................................  807
N orthw est...................................................... 3,218
Oregon P a c if ic ............................................. 4,822
Philadelphia ..................................................3,134
W ashington....................................................3,000

December drives are scheduled on these dis
tricts

G eorgia...........................................................2,868
Hawaii P ac ific ............................................  624
Los Angeles....................................................4,215
Pittsburgh ...................................................... 2,643

NAZARENE ROOTS
“Women’s Work for Women” 

and the NW M S
American Protestant women o f the late 19th and 

early 20th cen tu r ie s  in it ia ted  a series o f  female- 
governed religious societies to reflect their interests. 
A m ong these were societies to promote home and for
eign missions, temperance reform, the antilynching 
campaign, as well as education and prison reform. His
torians have identified the them e of “women's work 
for w om en" as a dom inan t note in the rhetoric of  these 
early societies.

Rev. Grace Seal Roberts, a Nazarene, sounded that 
note in an article published in 1906. Roberts regarded 
the spread of evangelical Protestantism as a liberating 
force that would elevate the social status of  women 
as it delivered them from religious systems that op
pressed. She contrasted the egalitarian status of  women

The N W M S  of the Church of the N azarene , Tam ingfu, China, 
w as organized in 1922 . This photo of the society w as taken  
in 1930 .

in the holiness m ovem ent—where women generally 
had advanced rights of  voting, office holding, and or
d ination— with the subordinate status of women in 
M ormonism. Hinduism, and Islam. Not surprisingly. 
Roberts was a strong supporter o f  foreign missions and 
of N W M S after its formal organization.

As N azarene churches spread across the world, 
N W M S chapters were formed. The society in Tam 
ingfu, China, organized in 1922, was a typical example. 
Its m em b ers  were “ senders" and  not merely “ re
ceivers" of  the Wesleyan message. The international 
character o f  NW M S m ade it a vehicle through which 
women from diverse countries and cultures discovered 
and expressed a sense of  solidarity in pursuit o f  com 
m on  interests and  purposes. An expression of  the 
widespread idea o f  “w om en’s work for women,” early 
N W M S brought the world's “powerless gender” into 
the heart o f  the church’s work. ip

— Stan  Ingersol 
D enom inational Archivist

S o u rc e s  G ra c e  S ea l R o b e rts  in  Highways and Hedges (N o v  15. 1 90 6 ) 6. R P ie rce  Beaver. 
American Protestant Women in World Mission (1 9 8 0 ). e s p  th e  c h a p te r  o n  "W o m e n s  W o rk  fo r 
W o m e n  a n d  C h ild re n ", Other Sheep (1 9 2 0 -2 5 ). p a s s im , a n d  p h o to g ra p h s  fro m  th e  C h in a  f ile s  o f 
th e  W o rld  M is s io n  C o lle c t io n

Two districts w ill w in a Caribbean 
Cruise donated by Celebration at Sea. Other 
valuable awards will also be given. 

More informa
tion on the subscrip
tion drive next 
month.
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NWMS
In the Beginning:

When the W FMS, Women's 
Foreign Missionary Society 

(the precursor o f  today’s NWMS), 
was organized in 1915, Susan Nor
ris Fitkin was elected as its First 
president. Although she had 
dreamed of being a missionary, her 
major service to missions was to be 
through her administrative ability.

Born March 31, 1870, in Ely, 
Que., Susan Norris was the child of  
dedicated Q uaker parents. A sickly 
child, her illnesses served to in
crease her dependence upon God.

Her call to missions came in the 
form o f  a dream, plus an account 
o f  a mission conference by J. H u d 
son Taylor. Applying to be a mis
sionary to the China Inland Mis
sion, she was refused due to ill 
health. She later said the Lord told 
her, “I have not called thee to a 
people of  a strange tongue and a 
hard language.” This changed her 
outlook but did not diminish her 
call.

Susan attended Missionary Bible 
Training Institute in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and began preaching in 
evangelistic meetings. After con
ducting meetings with several stu
dents, Susan was teamed with 
Abram Fitkin. They worked to 
gether for six months, before decid
ing they would like a more perm a
nent partnership. They were 
married May 14, 1896, and then 
began pastoring a small church in 
Hopewell, Vt. T hat church would 
soon become a m em ber o f  the As
sociation o f  Pentecostal Churches 
o f  America— a group that became 
a part o f  the Pentecostal Church of 

the Nazarene in 
1907.

An adept busi
nessman, Abram

Susan Fitkin

left the pastorate to devote his en 
ergy to a career in finance. This 
ability enabled him to support Su
san’s mission awareness endeavors.

Four children were born  to the 
Fitkins: Raleigh, Mary Louise, 
Willis, and Ralph. Raleigh was 
converted at the age o f  6 and ex
pressed a desire to serve as a mis
sionary to Africa. But it was not to 
be. Raleigh died at the age o f  10 of 
lung congestion. A much-loved 
child, Abram gave thousands of 
dollars to missions in Raleigh's 
memory. Raleigh Fitkin Memorial 
Hospital in Swaziland was the re
sult o f  one such gift.

W hen the W FM S was begun in 
1915, Susan was the natural choice 
as its director. She began m any 
programs that continue to this day, 
such as fund-raising plans, a prayer 
ministry for missions, and mission 
study books. She also wrote thou 
sands o f  letters to W FM S leaders 
and missionaries, encouraged local 
churches to participate in box 
work, traveled thousands of  miles 
to promote missions, visited n u 
merous fields, and planned mission 
groups for young people.

Early on, Susan realized the 
value of  keeping people informed 
about missions. Missions take 
money, and she believed that Naza
renes would be willing to give as 
long as they were informed about 
the work and could see the fruits.

Susan Fitkin died October 18, 
1951. She had lived by the words 
inscribed inside her Bible:
“I am  willing—

To take what T hou  givest;
To lack what T hou  witholdest;
To relinquish what Thou takest;
To go where T hou  commandest;
To be what Thou requirest;

I am, O Lord, wholly and forever 
Thine.”

—Gail Sawrie
G eneral N W M S  editor

Just Yesterday
My Mother Was a General 
NW M S Director

b y  J a n ie  K n o x  N orrick, 
d a u g h te r  o f  W anda  a n d  
S id n e y  K n o x

M issions— her life was wrapped up 
in that one word. To some it 

m eans leaving all that is familiar. To 
others it m eans going to places they 
never imagined they might go. To some 
it is the supreme sacrifice.

To M other it simply meant “obeying 
God.” Being general director of the 
Nazarene World Mission Society was 
not being on a foreign field, but it was 
still a mission to her because God led 
her there. I rem em ber her telling she 
felt released from her assignment as a 
missionary in Papua New Guinea and 
even though she d idn ’t know what she 
would do, she knew the Lord would 
lead. And He did— to a position at 
Headquarters. She would still have a 
hand  in the thing she loved most— 
m issions.

The years at Headquarters were full.
I do not know all she accomplished or 
everything her job  demanded, but I did 
see her total com m itm en t to the task. 
Being a former missionary enabled her 
to deal more effectively on a personal 
basis. W hen speaking in Faith Promise 
conventions and at other mission 
events, she knew what she was talking 
about, and  people responded to that 
enthusiasm.

O ne o f  the qualities I admired most 
in M other was her desire to do only 
what would please God. Some might 
call it a type o f  “tunnel vision” when it 
cam e to  things o f  the Lord. Following 

H im was as natural as 
breathing— she 
couldn 't  imagine do
ing anything else. But 
this desire kept her

W anda Knox
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75 YEARS

«  totally on Christ and not on 
jople—and I feel this allowed her to 
icomplish what she did while at 
kadquarters:
LINKS— a church adopting mis- 

bnaries. assigned to them for a year. 
Men in Missions (now called Work 
id Witness)— involving men in the 
jission work o f the church.
Mission Education— a desire to ex- 
ind the knowledge o f  missions to 
lung people. Nothing excited her 
lore than to be able to talk with 
aing people about Christ or a “poten- 
sl call” to serve.
It was the simplicity o f  Mother’s call 
id her life that appealed to those she 
iked with. To Mother, it was either 
How Him or don’t. She had a way o f  
taking even frustrating things look  
mple. But I do know it wasn’t always 
iat way. Once in a while, I was able to 
jmpse into her “drought” periods. She 
umitted that her tim e at Headquarters 
«s physically taxing. Each year God 
puld give her a new promise from His 
lord. One year it was from Isaiah 
U 1, “The Lord shall guide thee con- 
laually, and satisfy thy soul in drought.” 
Mother’s com m itm ent to Christ was 

K reason she was able to follow Him  
ithout faltering, even when dying.
The other key in Mother’s life was 
layer. She said it was prayer and self- 
tnial that would enable her to accom - 
lish her task. In her personal life, talk- 
ig to God was something she took  
try seriously. I never doubted Moth- 
r's ability to com m unicate with her 
ivior.
Mother served as a m issionary a 
other, a friend, a counselor, a nurse, a 
teacher, a grandmother, a speaker, a 
lurch worker, and general director o f  
e NW MS, but mostly she just served 
:r Lord, and she was always doing  
at.
“Thank you, Mother, for showing me 
t all that really matters in this world 

to follow Christ, and that He will 
ad us to the things He would have us 
jo, be that great or small in the eyes o f  
liters.”

e

' ' V e r s *

and Today NWMS Is . . .
•  praying and fasting for missionaries and mission needs

•  paying missionaries’ salaries and educational assistance for 
their children

•  informing the church com m unity  about the needs o f  the world 
and the efforts o f  the church to reach others with the gospel

•  inspiring and  involving the church in mission

•  com m itting  our children and teenagers to mission service

•  a missionary receiving the H erald o f  H oliness and World M is
sion  while the news is still hot; also receiving a cash love gift at 
Christmas

•  healing hurts— physical and spiritual

•  Nazarenes throughout the world saying “thank  you” for an 
Alabaster church, home, clinic, or school

•  people in the Caribbean, Africa, Ecuador, Armenia, China, In
dia, Russia, and  other areas listening to a radio gospel message

•  a missionary receiving a letter from a LINKS church telling 
that money has been sent for a birthday celebration, in honor 
o f  an anniversary, to purchase a special Christmas gift, for 
clothing and household needs

•  subsidizing educational and medical institutions in world mis
sion regions

•  traveling to another city or country to build a church, home, or 
educational unit and  witnessing about Jesus Christ

•  providing literature in various languages

•  assisting in paying medical bills for a missionary

•  the infrastructure for mobilizing the church in mission

•  reaching out to the lost with the message o f  Christ— “I am  the 
way, the truth, and the life”

•  p rocla im ing  the  holiness message th a t  prom ises freedom, 
cleansing, and infilling

•  making a difference in lives for all eternity

-N ina G. Gunter
General N W M S  Director

N ina G. Gunter
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The N W M S  75th anniversary 
project enables N W M S  members 
everywhere to join hands with our 
Hong Kong Nazarenes in launching 
a host o f  evangelistic, educational 
and discipleship ministries in that 
great city uwhile it is yet day ”

OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA; 
HOPE IN HONG KONG

BY W IN G  FAI C H A N

Photographs b y  M edia International 
Photographer Brian Helstrom.

In China, conditions are more favorable for Christian evan
gelism than ever before in history! And Hong Kong is the stra
tegic point of entry. While we should not look for dram atic 

results throughout China, the first generation believers in Hong 
Kong comprise a powerful base for the expansion o f Christianity.

Even in m ainland China, the hostility toward foreigners and 
their religion has been moderated. This has come about as one of 
the surprisingly positive results o f 40 years of Com m unist rule! 
W hat was it the Bible said about God causing even the wrath of 
m an to praise Him?

During the last four decades, all re
ligions in C hina were declared contra
dictory to C om m unis t  ideology and 
were abolished. T h a t  in effect has 
greatly benefited Christianity. Since 
all religions were abolished at once, 
and in the absence of  any dom inant 
religion for four full decades, C o n 
fucianism, Taoism, and  B uddhism  
lost their dom inance  and, for the first 
time in history, Christianity competes 
with these religions on an even basis.

This is part o f  the scene in China 
today where most people are no lon
ger as hostile toward Western culture 
and religion as was previous gener
ations.

This is not to say the evangelistic 
efforts will have the same overflowing 
results as they have had in Korea over 
the past several decades. In the past 
the resistance to  outside influences 
has dom inated  China as effectively as 
“the dividing wall o f  hostility” that

Paul cites in Ephesians, which sepa
rated Jew and  Gentile  before Jesus 
Christ “destroyed the barrier, the di
viding wall o f  hostility” reconciling 
b o t h  J e w  a n d  G e n t i l e  " to  God 
through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostilitv” (Ephesians 2:14, 
16, NIV).

The “dividing wall of hostility” for 
C h in a  is sym bolized  by the Great 
Wall. Almost 300 years before Paul 
wrote Ephesians, a massive wall was
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A busy street in Hong Kong, the doorw ay city that beckons  
C hristian ity  into the heart of China.

Larry H sieh broadcasts  the gospel to China under the auspices of 
W orld  M ission R ad io /T rans W orld  Radio.

b e in g  b u i l t  in th e  th e n  largest  n a t i o n  
o n  e a r th .  T h e  b u i ld in g  p ro jec t ,  p e r 
h a p s  th e  s ing le  m o s t  e x te n s iv e  o n e  in 
h u m a n  h is to ry ,  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  in  
2 14 b .c  by th e  f i rs t  e m p e r o r  o f  a u n i 
fied  C h in a ,  S h ih  H u a n g  Ti. T h is  m a s 
sive wall, l a te r  k n o w n  as  th e  G r e a t  
Wall o f  C h in a ,  s t r e tc h e s  1,500 m ile s  
f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  to  th e  n o r th w e s t .  It w as s u b 

s t a n t i a l l y  r e b u i l t  in l a t e r  y e a rs  a n d  
n o w  h as  b e c o m e  a m a j o r  to u r i s t  a t 
t r a c t io n .

T h e  G r e a t  Wall is a b o u t  30  feet tall, 
w i th  4 0 - fo o t  w a tc h to w e r s  a t  in te rv a ls  
a lo n g  th e  way. T h e  o r ig ina l  p u rp o s e  o f  
b u i ld in g  su ch  a  m ass iv e  wall w as  to  
g u a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  h o s t i l e  i n v a d e r s  
from  th e  n o r th ,  n a m e ly  the  b a rb a r ic  
H u n s  w h o  f r e q u e n t l y  w a g e d  w a r s

ag a in s t  th e  v a r io u s  C h in e s e  d y n a s t ie s  
se t t l in g  in th e  m id d le  land.

It seem s,  however,  th a t  S h ih  H u a n g  
T i 's  s t ra tegy  o f  k e e p in g  th e  fore igners  
a t  b ay  b e c a m e  a c o m m a n d m e n t  a n d  
a p h i l o s o p h y  o f  life for s u b s e q u e n t  
leade rs  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d y n a s t ie s  a n d  
k in g d o m s  o f  C h in a .  T h ro u g h o u t  his
tory. th e  royal fam il ies  o f  C h i n a  t r a d i 
t io n a l ly  c o n s id e re d  th e m se lv e s  as the
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w ho cannot afford  any rea l estate. On 
land, the hom eless street m an is in 
startling  contrast to the shining luxury 
cars of the upper elite .

Hong Kong— a city of contrasts on land  
and on sea. A fabu lous floating  
restauran t (u p pe r le ft)  and its 
counterpart hom es of the boat people

heavenly appointed  ones to govern 
the empire. Because o f  the fact that 
China has always been a large country 
with vast resources, Chinese rulers 
tended to regard all foreign nations as 
hostile, barbar ic ,  and  uncivilized . 
When foreign ambassadors came to 
visit, they were always treated con
temptuously and were reminded of 
the superiority of  the prevailing Chi
nese dynasty.

That kind of  superior thinking was. 
however, rudely shattered about 150 
years ago during the first phase of  the 
O pium  War between Britain and the 
much-corrupted and stagnant Ching 
Dynasty. It was then that a small Brit
ish marine fleet bom bed its way freely 
from southern China straight up to 
Tientsin, a northern city that was only 
a few miles away from the forbidden

city of  Peking.
A fter  several m ore  o f  these h u 

miliating defeats, the Ching Dynasty 
and the Chinese people came to real
ize that China was no longer the cen
ter o f  the world and that they had re
garded the Western world too co n 
temptuously. But by that time, much 
damage had already been done, with 
Christianity being one of  the major 
victims.

C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  re ach ed  
China perhaps as early as in the fifth 
century. But throughout history. Chi
nese rulers had been for the most part 
indifferent or hostile to anything for
eign, including religion, thus keeping 
C h r i s t i a n i ty  f rom  e s t a b l i s h in g  a 
strong foothold in the land.

One o f  the reasons was that C on
fucianism and Taoism had been in

China for so long that any other for
eign religion would be considered in
ferior. Moreover, the Chinese philoso
phy o f  life had always been "main
taining the tradition" and “reverting 
to the ancient ways." The intellectuals 
achieved upward mobility  only by 
s tudying classical literature. Chris
tian ity  never had a real chance to 
reach the intellectuals o f  the country.

A nother  reason why Christianity 
never thrived in C hina  was because it 
suffered several m ajo r  persecutions 
during the last 400 years. In 1614 and 
1659 respectively. Catholic mission
aries and their Chinese followers were 
persecuted by high-ranking govern
m ent officials o f  the Ming Dynasty 
who were advocates o f  Buddhism and 
Confucianism.

In 1900. the infamous Boxer Re-
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in China today the general 
attitude toward Christianity 
is still one of doubt and 
contempt.

Pastor Patrick Fung of the Tai Koo 
Shing Church of the N azarene . 
(above). Incense fogs the a ir at the 
Wong Tai Sin Buddhist tem p le  (rig h t).

In the office at the Tai Koo Shing 
Church, a young lady p repares a 
church bulletin .

hellion led to the death o f  hundreds o f  
foreigners, most o f  them  missionaries. 
Earlier there was also the Tai Ping 
Rehellion. It was a revolution against 
the Ching Dynasty, and the rehel force 
was led by a Christian convert who 
claimed to be the younger brother of 
Jesus and who sought to apply radi
cally the Christian way o f  life am ong 
the C h inese  people. T h e  rebellion 
lasted for 14 years and was finally 
crushed by the Ching army. However, 
m uch damage was done to the reputa
tion o f  genuine Christianity.

In 1922 an an ti-C hris tian  m ove
ment was launched by Chinese intel
lectuals who preferred science and ra
tional thinking to Christian religion.

Such has been the historical fate of  
Christian missions in China. Like go
ing against a massive wall o f  stone, 
Christianity was never able to pene
trate China 's “wall o f  hostility" with 
m uch success.

In China today the general attitude 
tow ard  C h r is t ia n i ty  is still o ne  o f  
doubt and contempt.

Even today we see this wall o f  hos
tility is still at work. The T ianenm en 
S q u a re  c ra c k d o w n  last J u n e  was, 
again, an expression o f  distrust to 
ward Western culture  by prevailing 
Chinese rulers. After the June 4 inci
dent. Chinese officials blamed the re
volt on Western influence and since 
then have tightened controls over the 
social sciences departm ents  of  all m a
jo r  universities.

Hope in Hong Kong
T he tiny and overcrowded city of 

British Hong Kong, located on the 
southern  coast o f  m ain land  China, 
has  n o n e th e le s s  e n jo y ed  re lig ious

freedom ever since the city was ceded 
to Britain following the O pium  War. 
Christianity, though  not the d o m i
nant religion in the colony (Catholics 
and Protestants account for about 6% 
of the population), has been surviving 
with m uch vitality.

But in 1997. the sovereignty of  
Hong Kong will be returned to C o m 
m unist China, and it seems that this 
precious place o f  refuge for Chinese 
Christianity will also become a thing 
o f  the past. The  “wall o f  hostility” 
threa tens to su rround  and swallow 
Hong Kong!

But in spite o f  this threat there is 
hope. It is a fact that the Great Wall 
does exist, and it serves to prevent in
vaders from the north. But it is also a 
historical fact that the Great Wall had 
been crossed over by n o r th e rn  in 
vaders on m any occasions ever since 
its first construction. In our modern 
era. where the outcom e of a war no 
longer relies on footsoldiers. the origi
nal function o f  the Great Wall has 
been reduced to almost zero.

Likewise, the mental hostility to 
ward Western culture that was as an 
cient as the Great Wall has undergone 
some m ajor transformation.

Most of  the older people in Hong 
Kong are from m ainland China, so 
they still tend  to be indifferent to 
Christianity. But a general survey of 
th e  c h u rc h  scen e  in H o n g  K o n g  
would rev eal that the majority o f  be
lievers are first-generation Christians.

The Church o f the Nazarene was 
established in Hong Kong in 1976. 
The first congregation of  our Hong 
Kong church began with a nucleus of  
young people. Within five years that

small g roup  o f  young people  had 
grown to about 30. And out of  the 
small group, 4 young men have ac
cepted G o d ’s call into the ministry 
and are now either serving as pastors 
or are still undertak ing  ministerial 
training in Nazarene schools. This is 
how the wonderful grace of  God oper
ates in a land of  hostility!

In Ephesians 2:13. Paul says, “But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far away have been brought near 
through the blood of Christ" (NIV). 
Then he continues, in verses 19 and 
20. "Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citi
zens with God's people and members 
o f  G o d 's  ho u seh o ld ,  b u il t  on the  
foundation o f  the apostles and proph
ets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone” (NIV).

These words of  Paul should serve as 
an encouragement for Nazarenes all 
over the world to continue to pray for 
evangelism and outreach ministry in 
Hong Kong and China. The "wall of 
hostility" against C hristianity  may 
still exist in that part o f  the world, but 
with  the  work and  grace o f  Jesus 
Christ as the Foundation , and our 
prayers and jo in t efforts added onto 
it. that wall is giving way.

W ing Fai C han is a firs t-genera tion  
C hristian from  H o n g  K o n g  A fte r find ing  
C hrist he cam e  to the U n ited  States to 
s tu d y  fo r  the  N a za re n e  m in istry. H e  
g ra d u a te d  from  O live t N aza rene  C o l
lege  in 1987 w ith a m a jo r in b ib lica l liter
ature. He is n o w  a s tu d e n t a t N azarene  
T h e o lo g ica l S e m in a ry  H e e x p e c ts  to 
gradua te  from  NTS nex t year a n d  then  
re turn to m in iste r in H ong  Kong. rq
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BARBER ELECTED AS 
AKRON DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT

M a r io n  W. 
B a r b e r ,  5 0 .  
was e lec ted  
s u p e r i n t e n 
d e n t  o  (' t h e 
A k r o n  D i s 
trict Thursday 

afternoon, August 2. a cco rd 
ing to G e n e ra l  S u p e r i n t e n 
d en t  J o h n  A. K n ig h t ,  w h o  
p re s id e d  at the  d i s t r i c t  a s 
sembly.

Barber was elec ted  on the 
fourth ballot.

B arber had served as p a s 
to r  at C o l u m b i a n a ,  O h i o ,  
s ince 1981. Prior to this,  he 
pastored several churches on 
the S o u thw es te rn  O h io  D is 
trict. w here he was ordained 
in 1971.

H e a n d  h is  w i f e .  A n n a  
Ruth, have two children, J en 
nifer and Samuel.

B a r b e r  s u c c e e d s  F lo y d  
F lem m ing ,  who retired front 
the d is tr ic t  su pe r in tend en cy  
at the 1990 assembly.

WRIGHT ELECTED ON 
THIRD BALLOT IN 
KANSAS CITY
Keith Wright. 52. senior pas 
to r  o f  K a n s a s  C i t y  F i r s t  
Church o f  the Nazarene. was 
elected superintendent o f  the 
Kansas City District W ednes
d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  A u g u s t  15. 
E le c t io n  ca m e  on the th i rd  
b a l l o t  by the  K a n s a s  C i ty  
D is t r i c t  A s s e m b ly .  W r ig h t  
accepted the call.

W r ig h t  had  
s e r v e d  as  s e 
n io r  p a s to r  o f  
Kansas City 
F i r s t  C h u r c h  
since July 
1983. P rio r  to 

this, he was senior pastor o f  
A t la n t a .  G a . .  F ir s t  C h u rc h  
( 19 79 -83 )  and  o f  P o m p a n o

B e a c h .  F la .  ( 1 9 7 3 - 7 9 ) .  He 
was an assoc ia te  m in is te r  at 
B e th a n y  First C h u rc h  fro m  
1969 to 1973 and served in a 
s i m i l a r  p o s t  at S a n  D ie g o  
F ir s t  C h u rc h  f ro m  1966 to 
1969. He was m inis ter  o f  e d 
ucation  at Fort Worth. Tex..  
Northside Church  from 1964 
to 1966.

A g ra d u a te  o f  N o r th w es t  
Na/.arene College. W right re 
c e i v e d  th e  M . R . E .  f r o m  
S o u t h w e s t e r n  T h e o l o g i c a l  
S em inary .  He w as o rd a in ed  
on the  S o u th e r n  C a l i fo rn i a  
District in 1969.

He and his wife. Li/., have 
tw o daugh te rs .  Stacey Cook 
and Lori.

W r i g h t  r e p l a c e s  M i l to n  
Parrish, who retired from the 
post. Parrish was first elected 
superintendent o f  the Kansas 
City District in August 1971. 
P a rr ish  and  his w ife .  T o m 
m ie .  w e re  h o n o r e d  w ith  a 
$10 ,000  check  from the d is 
trict for their m any  years  o f  
service.

PASTOR SERIOUSLY 
INJURED IN SOFTBALL 
GAME
C. Howard Wade, senior pas
to r  o f  D e n v e r .  C o l o . .  
C o lu m b in e  H ills  C h u rc h  o f  

—  the N azarene, 
is h o m e  from 
th e  h o s p i t a l  
a n d  r e c o v e r 
ing  w e l l ,  a c 
c o r d i n g  to  
A s s o c i a t e  

P a s t o r  D a v id  F re e s .  W ad e  
was seriously injured August 
18 in a softball game.

A c c o rd in g  to  his so n - in -  
law. Bill Vaughn. Wade was 
pitching in a slow-pitch soft
ball g a m e  b e tw e e n  D e n v e r  
First Church  and C o lum bine  
Hills when a line drive struck 
th e  m i n i s t e r  b e t w e e n  the  
eyes.

Wade suffered at least five

s k u l l  f r a c t u r e s ,  a b r o k e n  
c h e e k ,  and  o th e r  c o m p l i c a 
t i o n s .  D o c t o r s  p e r f o r m e d  
su rg e ry  A u g u s t  23 to p lace  
s e v e r a l  s m a l l  m e ta l  p la t e s  
around his eyes and nose. No 
further surgery is anticipated. 
Frees said.

ENC ASSOCIATE DEAN 
KILLED IN BOATING 
ACCIDENT
L in d a  W h i t  l in g ,  a s s o c i a t e  
d ean  o f  s tu d e n ts  at E as te rn  
N azarene  College, was killed 
in a boating accident in W a
t e r to w n .  N .Y ..  W e d n e s d a y  
evening. August 8.

A cco rd in g  to E N C  P re s i 
den t C ec il  P au l .  Ms. W h it -  
ling w as tak ing  a la te-n igh t 
c a n o e  r i d e  w i th  a f r i e n d  
w hen  the c a n o e  w as  s truck  
b y  a m o t o r b o a t .  S h e  w a s  
k i l le d  in s ta n t ly .  T h e  o th e r  
rider in the canoe. John C lay 
to n  o f  B e th e l .  M a in e ,  w as  
unharm ed. Ms. W hitling  was 
vacat ion ing  with her parents 
on S e n e c a  L ak e  in U p s ta te  
New York.

S he  w o u ld  h a v e  been  33

A ugust 9.
Funeral services were held 

A u g u s t  13 at M o r r is o n  F u 
neral H om e in Oil City. Pa.

Surv ivors  include her par
e n t s .  N o r m a n  a n d  F ra n c i s  
W hitling . and a sister. Norma 
Jean Ferringer.

A g r a d u a t e  o f  E N C .  
W hit l ing  rece ived  the MSW  
d e g r e e  f r o m  
O h i o  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .
S h e w a s a n 
associa te  p ro 
fe s so r  on the 
f a c u l t y  a n d  
had served as associate dean 
o f  s tu d e n t s  at E N C  for  the 
past eight years.

T h e  W h i t l i n g s  are  m e m 
b e r s  o f  th e  O i l  C i ty .  Pa.. 
C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e .  
T h e i r  h o m e  a d d re s s  is 113 
Main St.. Port Allegheny. PA 
16743.

This  is the second tragedy 
thiit has  s truck  the Oil City 
C hurch  this summer. Twenty- 
o n e - y e a r - o l d  J e f f  C u b b o n  
died o f  an apparent heart at
t a c k  J u l y  13 w h i le  on a 
Y O U T H  IN M I S S IO N  as 
signment in China.

DOBSON SUFFERS HEART ATTACK
N a z a r e n e  
au thor ,  p s y 
c h o l o g i s t ,  
and fo u nd er  
o f  F ocus  on 
th e  F a m i ly .  
J a m e s  D ob- 

I son. is h o m e  from  the h o s 
p i t a l  a n d  d o i n g  w e l l ,  
a c c o rd in g  to C a ro l  F ed e r-  
w isch .  a sec re ta ry  in D o b 
s o n 's  o f f ic e .  T h e  5 4 -y e a r -  
old D obson  su ffe red  a mild 
heart a t tack  A ugust 15.

'A n  a n g io g r a m  w as  p e r 
f o r m e d  A u g u s t  2 2 .  w h ic h  
ind ica ted  that there  is so m e  
b l o c k a g e  in o n e  a r t e r y .  
D o b so n  w as re le a sed  from  
S t .  L u k e ' s  H o s p i t a l  in

P a s a d e n a  A u g u s t  25. but 
re tu rned  fo r  an angioplasty 
d u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  w e e k  of 
S e p te m b e r  to treat the con
dition.

F ed e rw isch  said Dobson 
w a n ts  to  th a n k  N azarenes 
fo r  th e i r  p ra y e r s  and con
cern  s ince  his heart attack. 
" H e  b e l i e v e s  they  are the 
reason  why his heart attack 
w a sn ' t  w orse  than it was." 
she added .

D o b s o n  su f fe red  the at
tack  w h ile  p lay in g  basket
b a l l  at P a s a d e n a  First 
C h u r c h  o f  th e  N azaren e .  
He w a s  ab le  to drive him
s e l f  to  the  ho sp i ta l  where 
he w as adm itted .
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75th Anniversary of the Nazarene World Mission Society
1915-1990

Celebration Sunday— October 7,1990
N W M S  has made several items available for purchase in honor of this special occasior 
They include:
•  Mission Legacies— Audiocassettes with messages by four

mission leaders in the Church of the Nazarene: Dr. Louise 
Robinson Chapman, Dr Mary Scott, Dr. H. T. Reza, and the 
late Dr. Elmer Schmelzenbach. h h t a x -2495 $14.95

•  Following the Footsteps— Videocassettes of mission leaders,
telling stories of their lives and lessons they learned during 
their times of service.
Video 1— Part 1: Dr. Nina G. Gunter interviews Dr. Louise R.

Chapman and Dr. Mary L. Scott 
Part 2: Dr. Louise R. Chapman

HHVA-1200 $11.95
Video 2— Part 1: Betty Sedat, retired missionary to 

Guatemala
Part 2: Elizabeth Cole, retired missionary to 
Swaziland hhva-1201 $ 11.95

Videos 1 and 2— Get both videos for less than $10.00 each
HHVA-1202 $19.95

•  NWMS 75th Anniversary Commemorative Plate— A num
bered, limited edition plate of white china double-banded with 
24-karat gold plating. The NWMS 75th logo is highlighted with 
genuine platinum in the well of the plate. Offered on a first 
come, first serve basis. hhgi-1995 $19.95

•  NWMS “Classics” Reading Books— Be challenged by these
reprints of some of the favorite NWMS reading books of the
past.
Richard Simpson Anderson— Russell and Margaret Anderson Birchard

HH083-411-335X
Africa, 0  Africa—  Louise Robinson Chapman 
Flares in the Night— Ruth O. Saxon 
Oriental Pilgrim— Alice Spangenberg 
Favorites of Helen Temple— Helen Temple 
Tracy Sahib of India—  Olive G. Tracy 
Gospel over the Andes—  Roger Wlnans 
The “Classics" may be purchased as a set or individually.
“Classics" set h h u -690

H H083-411-3309 
HH083-411-3317 
HH083-411-3325 
H H083-411-3384 
HH083-411 -3368 
HH083-411-3376

$3.95
$4.50
$4.95
$4.95
$4.50
$4.95
$4.25

f a v o r it e s * o r

f l f f l

r a n t \

$28.95

Order from your Nazarene Publishing House
i - f t n n . f t 7 7 . n 7 n n


