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GUEST

E D IT O R IA L

In Partnership with God
By C. B. Strang*
W e will confine our discussion here
to parallels of the work of the min
ister and the work of the medics.

I. A Complete Dedication to His Task
that a man realizes that
he is in partnership with G od he
commences to really live— to live and
work with a purpose.
/ 'A

n the day

It has been my good fortune to be
closely associated with some of the
splendid doctors of our church. I have
watched them at their work and have
endeavored to note the motivations
that caused them to engage in it. In a
very definite way they have impressed
me as being in partnership with God.
To be in partnership with God one
must have a complete dedication to
his task.

Paul boldly affirms, “ We are w ork
ers together with Him.” It was more
than idealism with Paul and it may be
realism with us as well.
A man in partnership with God will
not be guilty of carelessness in con
nection with his task. The smallest
detail will receive his undivided at
tention. While he may not be a slave
to routine, he will at least not shun it.
Neither will he bypass the large and
difficult assignment. What he as the
junior partner cannot achieve, the
Senior Partner, God, will do. He can
cry out with Paul: “ I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Early in G od’s dealings with man
He held up the standard for man’s con
duct. He declared he would accept
nothing less than holiness of heart and
action. “ Y e shall be holy: for I the
Lord your God am holy,” was His
early demand. This canon of conduct
is as old as man. This quality of life
is obtained only as man dedicates him
self completely to God. As man gives
himself to God, God in turn gives him
self completely to man. Thus a com-

The minister, to be effective, must
believe that his w ork is the most im
portant task in all the world. He
who regards it with a less degree of
importance will certainly fail.
A minister is called of God to
maintain spiritual life in the world.
Sin is rampant and attacks viciously.
Happy is the man with a protective
prescription. Some interesting paral
lels could be noted between sin’s at
tack on the soul and a disease germ’s
efforts to get into the human body.

Dr. C. B. Strang has had a fruitful ministry
in the pastorates of our church. He has been de
voted to his task and has stayed close to his
people. Among his congregations from time to
time have been physicians and surgeons, medi
cal men devoted to healing the bodies of men.
Dr. Strang in this and subsequent articles is
going to draw for us, out of his experiences, a
parallel between the work of the ministry and
the medical profession. You will enjoy these
articles, I am sure.— Ed.

* Pastor, F irs t Church, Chicago, Illino is.
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plete unity or perfection of devotion
and consecration is reached. In this
way a man’s heart and nature are
cleansed, and man is enabled to walk
before God in Christian perfection.
This dedication of life must enter into
every phase of living. Anyone not
dedicated to God and his life’s work
is a spiritual failure. Dedication makes
demands on men which entail social
and often economic sacrifice. Many
times I have been in a group with Dr.
Whitsell, the great ophthalmologist
from Chicago. When the tempting
food was passed near midnight I have
seen him refuse it time and time
again, with these words, “ No, thanks,
I am operating in the morning.” I have
seen him leave the party where he
was enjoying himself, with the words,
“ Excuse me, please, as I have im
portant work in the morning.” I have
watched him perform amazing opera
tions. I have seen him remove with
steady hand cataracts from a sightless
patient’s eyes, and send him home see
ing. With miraculous precision I have
seen him transplant the cornea and
give a hopeless person long-deferred
sight. Years of study, application, and
self-denial have made him one of the
most outstanding doctors of Chicago.
He has earned all the respect he has.
Of course, Dr. Whitsell operates only
on eyes.
The preacher’s field of operation
is on the eyes, ears, mind, heart, and
soul. What a specialist he needs to be!
Years of study must be required to
make him proficient. Complete dedi
cation to his task is a prime necessity.
The medical doctor is required to be
a college graduate— then follows four
years in medical school, one year of
internship, and a year of residency.
The more he knows and the better
trained, the more acceptable he is.
Getting back to Dr. Whitsell. He
is sure of himself. His confidence is
supreme, although he and his asso
2

ciates approach their task casually.
They believe in what they are do
ing. They are part of what they are
doing. They cannot afford to make a
mistake.
When Dr. Weldon Thomas, one of
Dr. Whitsell’s assistants, puts that
great, long needle containing the local
anesthetic into the eye socket he
can’t afford a mistake. He will tell
you he believes himself to be in part
nership with God. It takes knowledge
and confidence to do that.
When Dr. Whitsell starts cutting on
that eye, one mistake means blindness.
Almost infinite knowledge and skill
are necessary to insure success.
The minister must have a similar
knowledge of his task and a faith in
himself and the prescription he is
handling. His tool is a keen cutting
edge that will cut into the very soul
of a man. There must be skill
in the handling of the W ord of
God. There must be no malice or
spite in his operations. A wrong move
might kill. While there must be cut
ting at times, there is also the stitching
again, the binding up.
The post-operation care is very im
portant, not only in hospitals, but
in churches. A man with his appendix
out requires medicine and diet. How
about the man who has had sin and
carnality cut out?
Dedication to the task of learning
or actually operating is commendable
in the surgeon. But I have known
some preachers who are careless about
preparation for preaching, and just
as careless about personal habits. They
keep late hours, stuff themselves with
food, and engage in frivolity. They
claim to be dedicated to their task,
but their conversation is more about
their car or building program than
in sermon planning or the winning of
souls. They don’t operate with a
steady hand, a clear eye, and perhaps
not always with a clear conscience.
The Preacher's Magazine

My son-in-law, Mr. H. L. Clary, was
asked to make the keynote speech at
a large Norge Corporation convention.
First, he made an outline. Then he
wrote it all down and corrected it
many times. Then he put it on a tape
recorder several times and listened to
himself. Then he completely memo
rized it. This took several weeks. But
on the day he made the speech he was
ready, and it “ went over” well.
I told him he put me to shame. If I
were that interested in preparing my
sermons I would be a much better
preacher. Perhaps his great care in
this respect accounts for his being an
executive in a large corporation. Per
haps some preachers are not in de
mand as speakers because they are too
easily satisfied with mediocre pro
ductions. They are too interested in
trifles to major on majors.
One cold winter’s night my personal
friend and physician was called to go
miles out into the suburbs to attend a
sick man. Chicago had experienced a
heavy fall of snow. The temperature
was below zero. Other physicians had
refused, but not Dr. Hamlin! He drove
as far as he could and then walked a
mile. A t the end of the journey he
found a poor colored man in an agony

of pain. Ministering to his soul with
prayer and his body with medicine,
Dr. Hamlin brought him instant relief.
What fee did he receive? Nothing! He
isn’t in the business to make money.
Personal interests are secondary. He
is a physician because he wishes to
serve humanity.
Why am I a minister? Do I serve
for the weekly pay check? Is it be
cause the sun is hot and other work
is hard that I am in the ministry? Or
is love the motivation? Instead of
trying to get all I can, am I saying to
thousands of poor unfortunates along
hundreds of Jericho roads, “ What can
I do for y o u ?” Am I as dedicated as
I once was? When I sought to enter
the ministry I was offered a little
church in the mountains of Pennsyl
vania. The bears were said to come
into the back yard of the small par
sonage. The salary was $15.00 per
week. I gladly accepted, but was
fearfully disappointed because through
a misunderstanding another pastor
was called.
Let us be sure our dedication is
one of love. That our consecration
is one of service. That God comes
first, every other creature second,
and we ourselves last.

In th e C h u rch

Pillars— worship regularly; give time and money.
Supporters— give time and money if they like the minister and
the treasurer.
Leaners— use the church for funerals, baptisms, and marriages
but give neither time nor money to support the church.
Specials—help occasionally for something that appeals to them.
Annuals, or Easter Birds— dress up, look serious, and go to church
on Easter.
Sponges— take all the blessings and benefits, even sacraments,
but do not help the church through any service.
— S elected
January, 1956
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Seeing the Hand of God
| )E R H A P S

ONE

OF TH E

M O ST

d iffic u lt

things for the personalities around
the manger was to see the hand of
God in what was going on. It had been
that way for generations. The prophets
had told the people of God that out
of captivity and judgment there would
come the salvation of the remnant.
During the “ dark ages” of the Jewish
race, about the only flicker of light
that shone was the hope of the Messiah
who was to come. The teachers passed
the prophecy on to their students, ex
plaining from the Scriptures what the
final hope of their people would be.
Parents spoke of the coming Messiah
to their children and promised that
there would be a better day free from
poverty and oppression. And now
the “ fulness of time” had come; the
star had appeared in the east; the
angels sang on the hillside; a Baby
was born of Mary in the stable at
Bethlehem.
Yes, Mary saw it. Joseph saw it.
The few shepherds saw it, and the
wise men saw it. Simeon and Anna
saw it. But beyond that small discern
ing group, no one else saw the hand of
God moving in their midst. To the
great rank and file this was just an
other hopeless night. The dawn of the
next day was no brighter to them than
all of the others. Had they but seen
the hand of God!
But what about us as preachers of
the gospel and shepherds of the flock?
We frequently grow impatient at the
Christmas season when we think of
the blindness of the innkeeper, but do
we get impatient with ourselves when
4

we too fail to see the hand of God
in our midst? He is moving today to
do His will, and it is important that
a minister of the gospel be able to see
it. What a tragedy it is when we fail!
1. We need to see the hand of God
in the regular services of the church.
It is so easy to get into a cut and dried
routine. The week-by-week sameness,
the practical struggle to find subjects
to preach, the pressure of the week
day pastorate responsibilities which
leave only marginal time for planning
the services— these and other factors
make it easy for the preacher to view
the regular services as a drudgery.
At times we even dread the L ord’s
day to come, looking at the services as
a difficult task to get through as
quickly as possible. But to succumb
to this temptation is to invite disaster
to our ministry. We need rather to
approach our services with anticipa
tion, with a sense of romance and
adventure. We need, putting it simply,
to see the hand of God working in
every service and to joyously claim
our position as His colaborer to bring
about His will.
2. We need to see the hand of
God, furthermore, in the special pro
grams of the church. Christmas pro
grams, children’s recitations, choir
cantatas— these sometimes become a
burden to the program-weary pastor.
Was the committee appointed to get
up something for Christmas at the
very last minute, only after every hope
had vanished that some contingency
which could be named an emergency
would arise which would let us call
The Preacher's Magazine

the whole matter off? But God wants
to work through these simple and
ordinary means to get to the hearts of
people. Music has enchantment. Music
can be used of the Spirit to melt
people’s hearts. God can even use the
singsong doggerel of the little child
to prick some parent heart. Let us by
faith see in these the hand of God
working. Let us realize that He may
work through some of these means
even more than He will through our
prepared Christmas message.
3. We need also to see the hand
of God in the visitation program, both
our own and that of the church. God
has provided the word of personal
Christian witness as one of the great
means of bringing others to himself.
Jesus promised that on the Day of
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit would
come upon the hearts of the disciples
they would be witnesses of Him. It
is easy for pastoral calling to become
a mere duty— calls to report at the
assembly, calls simply to make the
rounds. It is easy for visitation to be
just a program, a project which we
must carry out if we are to be loyal to
the church. But calling and visitation
must be more than these. In it all we
must see the hand of God which may
at any moment move in to work a
miracle in the life of some man or
woman or boy or girl. Most miracles
are wrought while we are busy doing
the everyday tasks of the Kingdom.
Miracles come about many times when
we least expect them. They arise out
of situations which we would not
judge to be the best prospect in which
the supernatural could work. Because
of this we must never cease to feel the
thrill and the romance of calling which
assures our hearts, “ This may be it!
This may be the home that most needs
Christ! This may be the man to whom
the Holy Spirit has been speaking!”
4. But beyond all of this, let us
see the hand of God in the experiences
January, 1956

of our people. I guess I’m getting old,
for in recent months I have been
thinking and rethinking the experi
ences which came to me before I was
converted. It scares me beyond words
to see how God worked in so many
of the seeming little experiences of
my life. Suppose I had failed to allow
these experiences to move me to God?
Suppose others had failed to capitalize
on the very ordinary situations which
came my way? I am sure I am not
misevaluating in saying that G od’s
hand is working in the experiences
of people— death, to be sure, marriage,
new babies, financial success, financial
failure, honors in school, and the hun
dred and one other experiences which
come to the families of the church in
the course of a year. Let us learn to
go through these experiences with
them, not as a casual observer, not as
one all but indifferent to what these
people sense and feel, but as one
who is alive to help them see the hand
of God working in their midst.
5.
We must concentrate this at
tention in a special way to the lives
of our young people. What has been
said about experiences in family situa
tions applies tenfold in the lives of
youth. Here are our young people
with all of their exciting new experi
ences. While those of us who are
older fall easy prey to routine and
drudgery with every day seeming to
be the same as the one before, not
so with youth. They are living their
lives as a tumbling mountain stream
with no two days just alike, with every
moment bringing new and wonderful
experiences. To them with the count
less number of “ firsts” in their lives—
the first time to take the car out alone,
the first date, the first love affair—
there is no routine and no drudgery.
As pastors we must stay close to these
young people; we must see the hand
of God in their lives and be ready and
5

quick to move in to help them see
it too.

find G od’s will one must pull himself
above these material factors; he must
6.
Perhaps we should not bring in a sense disregard them in order
these suggestions to a close without that he might be able to see the hand
calling attention to the hand of God of God working out His will. Happy
in our changes of pastorates. God and successful is the minister who
still is in the business of calling men has learned to be sensitive to the will
and in directing men to the place at of God at this point. Contented is
the time that is His good will. Let us the man who sees only the hand of
never forget it. No one of us should God and is not harassed by the grem
move unless we are confident that it lins of position and prestige and big
is G od’s will to move and unless God church and big town and all the rest
both attracts us to the new appoint of the horde that would drive us mad
ment and releases us from the old one. if we would let them.
True, at times it may be G od’s will
The hand of God! Let us have open
for us to move to a bigger church with eyes and open hearts to see. Let us
a larger salary and nicer parsonage. covenant with ourselves and with God
It also may be His will for us to move that this new year we shall be men in
to a smaller church with a smaller whose lives and through whose lives
salary and a poorer parsonage. To the will of God will be wrought.

Our Readers S a y - - “ Y ou ’ll never know the great
source of blessing and information
that I receive from the P r e a c h e r ’ s
M a g a z in e .”

J. M. Marla, R ev ere, Mass.
“ The P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e has
been warmly welcomed and sincerely
appreciated since my first introduc
tion to it.”
A. J. Lown, Lancashire, England
“ A word of commendation for the
fine P r f a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e . I feel
that every issue contains material
that will heln us to do a better job.”
G. E. Rench, Fresno, California
“ Your magazine has been coming
to my desk for many years and has
proven valuable in many assignments.
6

It is our sincere prayer that our Lord
shall continue to direct you in its pub
lication.”
Chaplain G. B. Martin,
Colorado Medical Center,
Denver, Colorado

“ Just a line to express my appre
ciation to you for the fine publica
tions of the P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e .
They are improving with each edi
tion.”
S. Stearman, Clearwater, Kansas

"I feel I can say no one enjoys and
appreciates the P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e
more than I do. I read it from cover
to cover, study seriously many of its
articles.”
E. Stanley Hammond,
Goodlettsville, Tenn.
The Preacher's- Magazine

The Preaching of H. C. Morrison
By James McGraw

the age of thirteen H. C. Morrison was
, I f i n d where I have
made a big mistake. I should converted in a little Methodist church
have remained at home during my at an old-fashioned mourners’ bench.
campaigns for president, and em
Morrison was soon sanctified and
ployed you to go up and down the called to preach, and he received his
land to represent me. I should cer first license to preach in 1878. He
tainly have been elected.”
said later in describing his first ser
The speaker of these words was mon that he “ had liberty, told my
William Jennings Bryan, and the man experience, exhorted the people.” His
to whom they were spoken was Henry first charge as a young twenty-oneClay Morrison, whom Bryan called year-old Methodist preacher was a
“ the most eloquent preacher of our five-point circuit, for which year’s
labor he received a salary of exactly
nation.”
The name Morrison is a familiar one $60.00, fifty of which went to pay
to students of preaching, for such men for the pony he used to ride his circuit.
as C. C. Morrison, George Herbert
E v a n g e l is t ic
Morrison, Robert Morrison, and our
The
preaching
of H. C. Morrison
own beloved J. G. Morrison have
was
characterized
by a distinct evan
caused us to associate the name with
great preaching. Am ong the greatest gelistic emphasis. He loved to preach,
was Henry Clay Morrison, born of but he preached for a purpose— the
rugged pioneer Scotch and Irish stock salvation of men’s souls. Russell L.
in Bedford, Kentucky, in 1857, and Carlson studied four volumes of his
throughout a long and active life one sermons, and found relatively few of
of the foremost of holiness pulpiteers them which would be definitely classi
fied as evangelistic in topic or title;
in America.
but he noticed in nearly all of them
H.
C. M orrison’s early years were
a definite evangelistic appeal.
marked with tragedy. His mother
Typically, the last sermon Dr. M or
died when he was only two years old,
rison
ever preached was on the theme
and he with his little sister went to
“
How
to Bring a Sinner to Christ.”
his grandfather’s house to be reared
by their maiden aunt. Following this
B ib l ic a l
sorrow, his father was claimed by the
H.
C.
Morrison
was a preacher who
Civil W ar as one of its victims, and
recognized
the
power
of the Word, and
young Henry and his sister were
he
used
the
Scriptures
freely in his
orphaned. He spent his early years
sermons.
One
of
his
associates
once
in the home of kind grandparents and
said,
“
He
has
great
respect
for
the
a loving aunt until the death of his
Bible,
and
he
takes
it
from
lid
to
lid."
grandfather, and then went to live
Verses were sprinkled frequently
with a cousin. It was here that at
throughout his sermons, clinching a
point here and illustrating a point
^Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
o r r is o n
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there. Passages that seemed difficult
were explained in language that the
audience could understand, and the
Bible was made vivid when he ex
pounded it.
D o c t r in a l

Like his old friend Bud Robinson—
whom he “ discovered” and presented
to a delighted audience and whose life
so closely paralleled his own during
their colorful careers— H. C. Morrison
had for his central doctrinal theme
entire sanctification as a second work
of grace, wrought instantaneously in
the believer’s heart by faith.
He was not limited to a few “ blue
ribbon” holiness texts. He saw holiness
in the entire Bible. He wove it into
nearly all his messages. He suggested
its truths from types, from symbols,
from Old Testament characters, and
from prophetic utterances. He pre
sented it as the central purpose of
Christ’s sacrifice at Calvary, and he
defended its validity against those
who fought it.
Besides weaving holiness into all
his sermons, he made it a practice to
present the doctrine through such
sermons as those with the titles “ The
Carnal Mind and Its Cure,” “ Traits
of Carnality,” “ The Baptism of the
Holy Spirit,” and “ Entire Sanctifica
tion.”
D r a m a t ic

C. F. Wimberly, in his fine biogra
phy of Morrison, said of his preaching:
“ Many times we have heard Dr. M or
rison give scenes of dramatic realism,
which in matters of voice, reserve
power, gesture, and force could easily
have given him a place of highest rank
among the best Shakespearian in
terpreters of the past century. . . . He
has every appearance of a great actor,
and would be so classified when seen
by strangers.”
Dr. Morrison’s daughter, Mrs.
8

George Mendenhall, of Lawrence,
Kansas, told the writer recently about
a certain sermon she remembered
having heard her father preach. The
sermon was on the theme “ Consecra
tion,” and the scriptural basis was
Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac. She re
membered the tenseness of the audi
ence as he described every detail
of the march across the wilderness and
up the mountain, and the audience
was spellbound as Dr. Morrison dra
matically raised his arm with strong
hands gripping an imaginary knife
ready to plunge the deathblow into
the body of a tender lad. So intense
was the emotional pow er of the
moment that when the preacher came
to the climax of the story and grasped
his wrist with the other hand as he
described the intervention of the angel
of God, the listeners literally gasped
with relief, and one woman screamed
in the audience.
One of his fellow students aptly
remarked concerning him, “ The stage
lost another Edwin Booth when
H. C. Morrison entered the ministry.”
T ears

and

L aughter

As might be expected from his
Scotch-Irish background, Dr. M orri
son had in addition to his dramatic
ability an unusually keen sense of
humor. His audiences laughed with
him, and wept with him, as the oc
casion might demand.
He enjoyed telling anecdotes that
made him the object of the joke. One
of his favorite stories concerned an
incident that happened while he was
traveling. He was aware that a man
had been watching him, to the point
of staring. Never hesitant about mak
ing friends with strangers, he purpose
ly spoke to the man in hope that he
might learn why he was being
watched with such a degree of inter
est. The stranger was not long in
The Preacher’s Magazine

answering that question, for he re
vealed his curiosity as to who Dr. M or
rison was. When told, he said, “ Well,
I thought you were either a United
States senator or a medicine-show
man.”
Indeed, H. C. M orrison’s appearance
gave the air of distinction. He was
strong and stocky of physique, straight
of posture, and confident in manner.
His black hair and piercing blue eyes
commanded respect. In later years, his
snow-white hair, worn long, and his
ministerial long frock presented an
impressive sight to those who watched
and listened as he preached. A re
porter once said of him: “ The moment
he appears before you, you feel that
you are in the presence of a master
of assemblies. A compelling magne
tism establishes rapport between
speaker and audience. Every eye is
riveted, every attention fixed.”

Resurrection of Christ,” and the “ Sec
ond Coming of Christ” were among
his favorites. Characteristically, the
last sermon he preached before his
death had Christ as its theme.
Magnetic personality, dramatic de
livery, sound full-salvation emphasis,
limitless faith in the power of the
gospel of Jesus Christ— all this and a
powerful yet pleasing voice that in
a camp meeting in Des Plaines,

No generation was ever more
soundly challenged to be good and
to do good than our own.
— J. B. Chapman

Illinois, was heard clearly by more
than twenty thousand people without
a microphone, gave Henry Clay Mor
L o ver of P eo ple a n d C h r is t
rison the physical endowments that
H.
C. Morrison was bighearted, and were mightily used of God in the min
a lover of people. “ A t times he was istry.
really too generous,” Mrs. Mendenhall
A burning heart, a complete dedi
observed. On one occasion he met
cation
of soul and body to the ministry
a boy on the train— a Negro boy from
of
the
gospel, a genuine love for
Liberia— here in America to prepare
people,
and
a supreme love to God—
himself for the ministry to his people.
all
this
and
an unswerving loyalty to
Morrison learned he had only $300.00
the
doctrine
of holiness of heart and
with which to complete his education.
life
made
M
orrison’s
ministry leave
He took him with him to Wilmore,
a
contribution
that
cannot
be meas
and enrolled him in his beloved Asbury. For four years, that boy was ured.
One wise old figure in his confer
under the impression that his $300.00
had bought him a large amount of ence made the remark as young M or
education. A t commencement, when rison accepted his first charge: “ Well,
he graduated, H. C. M orrison pre Morrison, there is one consolation in
sented him with his diploma and shook your case: if you make any change,
his hand warmly, saying, “ Go back to it is sure to be for the better, for you
Africa and preach to your people.” are certainly starting at the bottom.”
And he handed him his $300.00 back!
Start at the bottom he did, but he
H.
C. Morrison was a Christ-cen rose to a place in the hearts of Chris
tered preacher. Such themes as “ The tian people everywhere, and his name
Birth of Christ,” “ The Kingship of is certainly worthy to be placed in the
Christ,” “ The Mission of Christ,” “ The Holiness Hall of Fame.
January, 1956
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OF THE M ONTH

The Power of Stillness
(Prayer Meeting Message)

By Jack Lee*
B e still, and know that I am God
(Ps. 46:10).
There are many things we could
never appreciate if it were not for
the quiet hours or the pause. There
is likely no note of music so effective
and powerful as the pause.
When we hear our choir sing with
volume, our hearts are thrilled; but
it is only when they pause that we
realize how effective the volume has
been. The pause is that moment be
tween something that has been good
and something we believe will be
better.
There are many reasons why we
need to be still or quiet.
I.
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u rselves.

G od cannot help you determine
your real needs until you know some
thing about yourself. He cannot help
you to know yourself if you are never
still.
It is easy for us to think that things
and other people have changed and
not realize that we have changed. We
must be still to know ourselves and
to realize how we have changed.
There were times when I thought I
wanted to be a farmer, but now I
realize that I would have been a fail♦Pastor, S t . Paul's Church, Kansas City, Missouri.
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ure. Often we feel that we are best
suited for certain types of work when
G od knows that our temperaments,
talents, and characteristics would
serve Him better in another capacity.
But it takes time and stillness for us
to see these things and to see how we
have changed.
I once thought that the old tree out
in our front yard was an unusually
large tree. But it doesn’t seem so large
any more. There was a time when the
steps to our house were too high for
me to jump from, but now I can step
down off them and not be hurt in the
least.
I used to think that my oldest
brother was a big man, but when I
wore one of his coats recently I found
the sleeves too short. The tree, the
steps, and my brother haven’t changed
much. I am the one who has changed.
It took a moment of stillness for me to
realize that. As I thought about it I
said, “ Lord, help me to see myself
mentally and spiritually too.” Have
I grown up or changed much in these
ways?
The Lord reminded me of the day
He saved me from sin, and since that
day I have changed a lot. Values are
not the same any more. I remember
times when I was quick to find fault
with others and sought only m y way.
But after the Lord sanctified me I
Ths Preacher's Magazine

realized that I must be charitable in
my criticisms and seek G od’s way
first in all things.
M y way of thinking, feeling, and
living has changed entirely. I no
longer harbor ill will or hold grudges.
I realize that the way of life has not
changed much for my unsaved loved
ones. What makes sin seem more ter
rible and their lives sadder is at least
a measure of more of God and more
happiness in my own life.
Having a quiet time for meditation
enables us to see ourselves. As I
realize the changes in my own life
from time to time, it takes quiet times
to help me remember that it was the
grace and power of G od that brought
the change.
I had to realize that a change was
needed, and I had to respond to the
call of G od upon m y life. I had no
other power or grace to change me. I
had to be still and know God before
I could be still and know the pow er of
God. A s we know ourselves better,
it makes us realize how much more we
need to know God, and how much
more we need to know about God.
But again our knowledge of G od’s
power, grace, bigness, and holiness
can come only through the pow er of
stillness.
II.
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which no thing or person can offend,
and a deep rest which the world can
neither give nor take away.
There is in the deepest center of
the soul a chamber of peace where
God dwells and where, if we will only
enter in and hush every other sound,
we can hear His still, small voice.
The sinner needs to be still and
know God. The Christian needs to be
still and know more of God and know
more about God.
There is power in stillness. Recently
I went through the largest paper mill
in the world. While my brothers were
looking at a huge turntable, I looked
at a large wheel that was turning over
rapidly. A nd yet I noticed that there
was a place in the very center of the
wheel that revolved upon its axis
where there was no movement at all.
The wheel had an important function
and was producing a lot of power, but
it could do it because at its center
there were stillness and strength.
So it is with the Christian. In the
busiest life there must be a time when
he dwells alone with God.
There is only one way to know God.
“ B e still, and know.” There is only
one way to have more of His power,
“ Be still, and know.” “ God is in his
holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before him.”
The power of stillness enables us to
know ourselves, to know God, and:

“ Be still, and know.” It is not be
still and guess or wonder but, “ Be
still, and know.”

III.

The more we know about ourselves,
the more we need to know about God.
The more we know of G od’s bigness,
the more w e realize how small we are.
As G od becomes bigger in our lives
and begins to mean more to us, we
becom e smaller in our own eyes and
it is easier for us to see ourselves
as we really are. W e may then have a
“ quietness and confidence” which is a
source of strength, a sweet peace

There is something about nature
that is healing to the mind and soul.
For over an hour one day recently
I walked alone in the woods. The fall
ing leaves, the floating of leaves upon
a stream of water, the giant trees, the
stillness of G od’s world helped me to
realize the power of God.
God created this old universe. The
busy activity of millions of men
proves nothing. It is the stillness of

January. 1956

S t il l n e s s H
W

ay

in

elps

the

W

U

il l

s to
of

F in d O
G

ur

od.

11

the hills and valleys that speaks of
God so forcibly.
I sat that day and looked at G od’s
creation and then thought of the needs
of our people here, the many needs
of the church, and in the stillness God
whispered to me these words:
“ ‘Only believe.’ If you believe that
I caused the wind to blow, the leaves
to fall, the stream of water to trickle
down among the rocks, then believe
that I can do other things also. Take
more time to know Me and to know
of Me. Be alone with Me more, so
that I can say, ‘This is the way, walk
ye in it.’ Walk quietly with Me and
only believe.
“ I am your Refuge and Strength. I

will be with thee, and be a very pres
ent help in time of trouble.
“ Be still and know Me, for I am
G od.”
It is when the Christian is still that
He feels most the presence of God.
It is then that He says, “ God is with
me and He is my Refuge.”
Be still and know God. There is
power in stillness. If you are seeking
directions in your work, take into
consideration the trend of the circum
stances or the opportunities for serv
ice, and the inward desire or tug of
the heart. Then spend much time
alone with God and His W ord. Be still
and know God and you can know the
way of God for your life. There is
power in stillness.

The Prayer God Hears
By Fletcher Spruce*
is
e a s y
to pray long prayers; but
long prayers, in public, do little
good. The reason some of us pray a
long time in church is obvious: we
are trying to get caught up— we are
behind in our closet prayer life! But
long prayers cost little.
It is easy to pray long prayers. And
we ought to do it. Remember the
district and general church, the presi
dent, the missionaries, and the ser
vicemen. But this kind of praying
costs us nothing except a little time.

T

t

It is easy to pray loud prayers.
Some of us find it easier to shout at a
ball game than pray loudly enough to
be heard the third seat over. But at
that, it is easier to pray aloud than to
pray in the closet. It is always easier

♦Pastor, Texarkana, Texas.
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to get audience with man than with
God. Praying to be heard of men
costs so little!
It is easy to pray in groups. Prayer
and fasting groups, cottage prayer
meetings, people’s meetings, and spe
cial prayer groups where people come
together to pray make prayer easier.
Almost anyone ought to get blessed
under such circumstances. But group
praying often costs us little.
Praying that really counts and costs
and tells is secret intercession. It is
not easy to pray effectively in the
closet. Prayer that comes from the
depth of the soul reaches up to
the highest heaven. Prayers that are
not flowery words but inexpressible
yearnings, “ groanings that cannot be
uttered,” agonizing longings which
never find words— those are the
prayers that count with God!
The Preacher's Magazine

Gleanings from the Greek New Testament
By Ralph Earle*
Romans 1:1-2
we are beginning a
series of Greek w ord studies in
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. We
trust that these will open new win
dows into a better understanding of
the Scriptures for many of our read
ers, and that they will also furnish
fresh approaches in preaching.
T n

t h is

is s u e

S lave

and

A postle

In all but four of Paul’s Epistles he
begins by calling himself an apostle.
The four exceptions are the two Thessalonian letters, Philemon, and Philippians. In these he did not feel the
need of calling attention to his apos
tolic authority, for the readers were
thoroughly loyal to him.
But in the case of the Epistle to the
Romans we have Paul’s fullest and
most systematic presentation of the
great doctrines of “ the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (3 :2 4 ). It
was important that he support this
with an assertion of his apostleship.
However, he begins by calling him
self first a servant, and then an apos
tle. The only other place where he
does this is in his Epistle to Titus.
W hy does he do it here?
Paul was writing to the Christians
in the capital of the Roman Empire.
He had never seen them. This was
his first approach to them. The great
apostle of the Gentiles did not address
them with a haughty bearing. V ery
humbly he said, “ I am a slave of
Jesus Christ.” It was typical of Paul’s
♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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true nobility of spirit. And it doubt
less helped to open the hearts of the
many who heard his Epistle read in
the church.
The word servant is a translation
of doulos, which means “ slave.” It is
from deo, “ bind,” and so is literally
“ bond servant.”
Cremer points out the implications
of this for those who call themselves
servants of Christ. He says: “ The
normal moral relation of man to God
is that of a doulos tou theou (slave of
God) whose own will, though per
fectly free, is bound to God.” 1 He then
goes on to point out that this expres
sion “ slave of God,” has a twofold
meaning. It denotes first “ that rela
tion of subservience and subjection
of will which beseems all who confess
G od and Christ, and are devoted to
Him.” Secondly, it indicates “ a pecul
iar relation of devotedness, in which
a man is at G od’s disposal and is em
ployed by Him.” 2
There is an interesting paradox in
this word. The Christian becomes a
slave of Christ by free choice, and yet
he is owned by Christ because the
latter purchased him with the price
of His own blood.
This twofold idea is expressed in
the case of the “ love slave” of Old
Testament times, described in Deut.
15:12-17. If an Israelite bought a
Hebrew slave he must let him go free
in the sabbatical year. But if the slave
’ Hermann Cremer, "Biblico-Theological Lexicon of New
Testament Greek.” Translated from the German of the Sec
ond Edition by W illiam Urwick (Edinburg: T . & T . Clark,
1 8 78), p. 216.
2Ibid.
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loved his master and chose, of his own
free will, to remain with him, then a
hole was bored through the lobe of the
slave’s ear. He then became a bond
servant for life.
This paradox is well expressed by
Vincent. He writes: “ The w ord in
volves the ideas of belonging to a
master, and of service as a slave. The
former is emphasized in Paul’s use of
the term, since Christian service, in
his view, has no element of servility,
but is the expression of love and free
choice . . . On the other hand, be
lievers belong to Christ by purchase,
and own Him as absolute Master.” 3
The phrase “ servant of G od” (or
“ servant of the Lord” ) has a strong
background in the Old Testament.
Many times the prophets are called
servants of the Lord— with doulos
used in the Septuagint. It is found
thus in Amos 3:7 and frequently in
Jeremiah (e.g., 7:25), as also in Dan.
9: 6 and Ezra 9:11. The first time that
it is found in the New Testament is
in Rom. 1:1.
This suggests that Paul’s use of the
term was not only an evidence of
humility, but also a declaration of the
fact that he belonged in the noble suc
cession of prophets of the Lord. Sanday and Headlam have described this
well in their comment: “ But it is
noticeable how quietly St. Paul steps
into the place of the prophets and
leaders of the Old Covenant, and how
quietly he substitutes the name of
his own Master in a connexion hith
erto reserved for that of Jehovah.” 4
The idea of being a slave of Christ
takes an added significance when we
think of the fact that He became a
slave for our sakes. That is beautifully

3Marvin R. Vincent, "Word Studies in the New Testam ent"
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. 19 46),
I I I , 2.
4W illiam Sanday and Arthur Headlam, "A C ritical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans" (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 18 95), p. 3.
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stated in Phil. 2:7, where we read that
Christ “ emptied himself” and “ took
upon him the form of a servant”
( d ou los ). This was necessary for our
salvation. Only as we becom e His
slaves can we hope to be used in sav
ing others.
The phrase “ slave of the L ord”
would carry added significance for
the readers of Paul’s Epistles because
of the current phrase “ slave of the
emperor.” Deissmann points out the
frequent occurrence of this phrase in
the inscriptions of that period. For
instance, a Greek inscription found in
Phrygia (in Asia Minor) contains this
wording: “ Agathopus, slave of the
lord Emperor.” 5
A ll over the Roman Empire there
were those who were known as slaves
of the emperor. H ow happy Paul was
to write to Rome, “ I am a slave of
Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords!” Thank God for the
privilege of being freed from slavery
to sin and Satan, that we might be
Christ’s slaves, and His alone. For
His slavery spells true freedom.
But while Paul is a slave he is also
an “ apostle.” We get our English word
directly from the Greek apostolos. As
is commonly known, this comes from
the verb ajoostello, which means “ send
on a mission, or with a commission.”
Hence an apostle is a “ sent one.” But
more than that, he is one sent with a
message. The word suggests a messen
ger-missionary. It is used by the
famous Greek historian Herodotus in
the sense of “ messenger” or “ envoy.” 0
S eparated

un to

the

G

ospel

The idea of Paul’s special commis
sion as an apostle is further enhanced

r,Adolf Deissmann, "L ig h t from the Ancient E a s t / ' trans
lated by Lionel R. M. Strachan (New Y ork: George H. Doran
Co., 19 27), p. 376.
cJames Hope Moulton and George M illigan, "T h e Vocabu
lary of the Greek Testament Illustrated from the P a p yri,"
etc. (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 19 49),
p. 70.
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by the phrase “ separated unto the gos
pel of G od.” The verb here, aphorizo,
means “ mark off by boundaries,” and
so “ set apart, devote to a special pur
pose.” Paul was conscious that he
was set apart, separated from all other
pursuits in life, that he might devote
himself wholly to the special purpose
of preaching the gospel.
Such a consciousness must grip
every preacher if he is to be true to
his vocation. Until we are really
separated we cannot hope to make a
success in the ministry. It has been
often and well said that if a person
can feel content to do anything else
in life rather than preach and teach
the W ord he does not belong in the
ministry. A preacher must have an
inescapable conviction that he is called
and separated by G od to this special
purpose.
G

od’s

B

ook

The second verse contains the inter
esting phrase, “ in the holy scriptures.”
The Greek is en graphais hagiais—
perhaps the earliest occurrence of this
phrase anywhere. It is noticeable that
the definite article is missing in the
Greek. This grammatical construction
emphasizes kind or quality. Sanday
and Headlam have indicated well the

A F

a t h e r ’s

A

significance of this feature in the
passage before us. They write: “ In
graphais hagiais the absence of the
article throws the stress on hagiais;
the books are ‘holy’ as containing the
promises of God Himself, written
down by inspired men.” 7
In the same vein Vincent says that
they are “ books which are holy as
conveying G od’s revelations.” 8 They
are holy because they contain holy
truth.
The word graphai simply means
“ writings,” from grapho, “ write.” But
in all the fifty or more occurrences
of it (singular or plural) in the New
Testament it refers to the sacred
Scriptures, either the Old Testament
or some particular passage in it. Only
here do we find the adjective “ holy”
with it.
The force of this compound ex
pression is clearly indicated by Den
ney. He writes: “ It emphasizes the
Divine character of these as opposed
to other writings. That is hagion which
belongs to God, or is connected with
the Old Testament as G od’s book.” 9
"Op. c it ., p. 6.
80p. c it ., p. 3.
9James Denney, " S t . Paul's Epistle to the Romans/' in
"The Expositor's Greek Testam ent" (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., n .d .), I I , 585.

d v ic e

A father, sending his son out into the world, gave him the
following rules, without which, he said, he could not hope to get on:
Tell the truth— falsehoods are hard to remember.
Shine the heels of your shoes as well as the toes.
D on’t lend money to your friends— you will lose both.
D on’t watch the clock; it will keep on going— you do the same.
Y ou do not need clean cuffs every day, but you need a clean
conscience all the time.
D on’t borrow money, unless you positively have the wherewithal
to pay it back; then you don’t need it.
— Sunshine Magazine
January, 1956

15

Winning a Family
By C. B. Dickerman
“ I am going to follow up that call,”
I reported. “ That woman is definitely
interested. She told me that their
twelve-year-old boy ought to be in
Sunday school.” My wife and I had
been in our new pastorate less than a
month. With two ladies from the
church to show us the way, we had
visited a home on the river twenty
miles from town. I asked the ladies
about the few families in this sparsely
settled rural area. On the way home
there was time to make this one quick
call on Mrs. B.
Three months later, on the first Sun
day in January, I asked how many
would pledge to read their Bibles
through during the year. Mr. B. was
in the service, and promised to read
the New Testament.
Since I first called on Mrs. B., I had
been out to see them four times and
had given them religious literature.
Their boy had an important part in
our Christmas program. As a result,
Mrs. B. and her son had come to Sun
day school several times and Mr. B.
brought the family to the Christmas
program and had been at church a
time or two.
Monday night found us at the home
for one specific purpose, but how
could we bring the conversation
'''Secretary, Crusade for Souls Commission.
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around to the matter of their salva
tion? The usual rural topics of con
versation seemed to demand lengthy
discussion. The evening was about
gone.
“ We’ve certainly appreciated your
presence in our services of late,” I
blurted, “ and I’m glad y ou ’re going to
read the New Testament through this
year.”
Mr. B. started on another lengthy
discussion, this time dealing with the
subject of religion. It appeared that
he was erecting his fortifications, as
many do, against a personal approach.
But the longer he talked, the more
apparent it became that here was a
sincere seeker after light.
“ I quit smokin’ several weeks ago,”
he finally confessed, “ but there’s one
habit I just can’t conquer. It’s the
cussin’ habit. I can get along all right
without the old tobacco, but I can’t
keep those evil words from coming
out. Oh, my unsaved brother has
noticed that I don’t talk nearly as bad
as I used to. He has even accused me
of getting pious.”
“ N o,” I agreed, “ you can’t quit your
habits— not in your own strength. But
there is one thing I think you have
failed to take into account, and that is
the grace of God. When you are con
verted a new Power will come into
your life and you will have strength
then that you never dreamed of.”
The following Sunday night Mr. B.,
his wife, and son were converted. “ It
was what you said about not being
able to do it in my own strength that
The Preacher's Magazine

got me to thinking. I realized I would
have to turn myself over to a higher
Power, and so I did.”
The Crusade pays big dividends.

Here's Something
You Can Use
The Endless Wheel

T

ext:

I.

Matt. 9: 35-38

J esu s W

ent

He went far and near.
If He went, we should go also.
If we go, we will see.
II.

J esu s S a w

He saw the multitude— people
in need.
If He saw, He will help us to see.
If we see, w e’ll have a message.
III.

J e s u s S a id

The cause of His message was
His going and seeing.
The message of Jesus is a mes
sage of redemption.
We, too, have a message.
If we go, see, and speak, we will
be driven to our knees.
IV.

J esu s P

rayed

If the Son of God saw the need
and wisdom of prayer, how
much more do we need to
pray?
If w e pray, w e’ll go, and the
wheel continues to turn.
H. A. C a s e y , Evangelist
January, 1956

HOW W E

D ID IT

During my pastorates, I was es
pecially interested in getting the lay
men to read good holiness literature,
including, of course, the Herald of
Holiness. I made it a practice to take
an offering for literature each prayer
meeting night. Most Nazarenes are
accustomed to giving every time they
come to church and there is no reason
why the prayer meeting should be
an exception. There was never any
particular pressure, but the offering
plates were passed each week.
In one pastorate within a few
months we had sufficient funds from
this source to pay for a subscription
to the Herald of Holiness, Other
Sheep, and Come Y e Apart for every
family in the church. We announced
that after that time they would not
have to renew their subscriptions, but
that it would be a gift from the church
and they could assist through the
prayer meeting offerings for litera
ture. In this way we made sure that
every church family was receiving
the periodicals. We were also able
to purchase additional literature and
send subscriptions to prospects and
others where we felt it would be ef
fective.-—R o y F. S t e v e n s , district su
perintendent, Minnesota.

We have received no questions from
pastors this month. We trust that the
answers to various problems con
nected with visitation evangelism and
the Crusade for Souls have been help
ful. If you have a question, please
send it in for answering in this column.
Address it to the Crusade for Souls
editor, P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e .
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Gibraltars of the Faith
By J. Kenneth Grider*

III. The Gibraltar of Christian
Ethics
in the fifteenth
century B.C., a mandate was giv
en to man. The Ten Commandments,
we call it, the Words from Yahweh
(Exod. 20:3-17). Eight of these de
mands are couched in negatives, so
that we need to reverse them to get
their positive meanings. Some of them,
as the sixth and seventh— the ones
about murder and adultery— require
the depth of interpretation that Jesus
gave them, lest they touch only a
small percentage of persons. And most
of them need contemporaneous appli
cation so that the tenth, for example—
on coveting— would speak to us mod
erns in the midst of our twentiethcentury thing-mindedness. But there
they stand: a brief, trenchant, eternal
code for humanity, given by the Cre
ator, who has the right to regulate the
creature.
A

w a y b a ck th e re ,

They have been despised by many,
as by the Jewish populace in the time
of the prophets. They have been
flaunted by some, as by the Nazis,
who followed Nietzsche’s power and
greed ethic. They have been disre
garded by some, as by the Roman
Catholics, who foster the use of images
in spite of the second commandment,
which forbids them. And they have
been opposed by many, as by sinners
in general who know all ten and be
lieve in their validity, but who go on
breaking themselves upon them.
♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.

18

But for some thirty-three centuries,
although despised, flaunted, disre
garded, and opposed, they have spirit
ualized and intensified man’s worship
of the one God and have fostered
proper relations between us humans.
The Jews have always regarded them
as basic to the moral life. K ing A lfred
made them fundamental to the polit
ical laws of early England.1 They have
also been of distinct influence upon
American law. Until a few decades
ago they always appeared, along with
the L ord’s Prayer and the Apostles’
Creed, on the east wall of Anglican
churches— and still, with those other
two “ Gibraltars,” the Anglicans re
quire parents to teach them to all
baptized children, as a sort of mini
mum of Christian knowledge. Other
Christian groups, too, of course—
Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox,
and Protestant— stress the importance
of these Ten Words. They are the
groundwork upon which our own
Nazarene general and special rules
have their foundation, and thus we in
clude them with the Apostles’ Creed
and the L ord’s Prayer in the respon
sive reading section of our hymnals.2
Surely they are the Gibraltar of Chris
tian ethics.
T

he

V

e r t ic a l

C

om m andm ents

A school child, asked to spell a tenletter word, misses the whole word
if only one of the ten letters is incor
’ See Clark's "B ib lic a l L a w ," 1943, p. 43.
2There might be some significance in the fact that, in our
newest Nazarene hymnal, and only in it, the commandments
are given first.
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rect. So it is with the ten Sinai utter
ances. A person is guilty of breaking
them all if he disregards only one.
James has said, “ W hosoever shall keep
the whole law, and yet stumble in
one point, he is becom e guilty of all”
(2:10, A .R .V .). But although the
commandments are interrelated to this
extent, they may be studied indi
vidually and according to their two
groupings.
The first four pertain to man’s w or
ship of God. A t the outset we are told
what is basic: that we are to put God
first in our interests— “ Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.” When
circumstances went against the Is
raelites they often lost interest in
Yahweh and turned to idols. And this
sin of idolatry was their worst, for
it was a personal affront to God him
self, and not only rebellion against
what H e had required. We do not
make a golden calf, as they did under
Aaron, but we need to guard against
the stepbrother of idolatry— secular
ism.
The second cutting edge of this ob
jective law “ . . . is by no means a
repetition of the first. It forbids a
practice which becomes possible only
when the One God is believed in and
worshiped.” 3 Taking it for granted
that the first one is being obeyed, it
forbids making and bowing down be
fore representations of our religious
faith. This does not mean that there
was to be no religious symbolism, as
some have thought, for soon after this
commandment had been given God
asked them to make Him a sanctuary
(Exod. 25: 8) and told them to place
in it likenesses of heavenly creatures
(Exod. 25:19). It means that we are
not to make any likeness which we
would bow before, using it for w or
ship.
SG. Campbell
p. 25.

Morgan, "T h e Ten Commandments/' 1901,
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The third commandment, about not
taking G od’s name in vain, certainly
forbids what we think of as swearing;
but it surely cuts more deeply than
that. Elton Trueblood says: “ We may
therefore say truly that the one
ancient commandment which is most
completely pertinent to our contem
porary predicament is the third. Of all
the commandments it hits us hardest.
It hits us hardest because it reveals
our life at its weakest point and shows
us that we cannot be saved except
by a return to veracity and urgency__
To take G od’s name in vain means to
‘take up for unreality.’ It is to ex
press a faith but without enthusi
asm.” 4 He also writes, “ The worst
blasphemy is not profanity, but lip
service.” ''
The fourth commandment has prob
ably received more attack than has
any of the others. Jesus opposed
Pharisaic Sabbatarianism, but some
have thought He had no use for the
commandment regarding the Sabbath.
Yet He surely observed it as God had
intended it to be kept, even if He
healed on this day and permitted His
disciples to pluck a bit of wheat for
refreshment. Soon after Jesus’ so
journ, however, as a sort of weekly
Easter, in order to commemorate the
Resurrection and perhaps Pentecost,
Christians began to worship on the
first day of the week. And we find
Paul writing: “ One man esteemeth
one day above another: another es
teemeth every day alike. Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own
mind” (Rom. 14:5). So Paul did not
mind which day was kept. As it
happened, for some three hundred
years the seventh as well as the first
was kept by Christians, after which
time special observance of the seventh
was dropped.6
4"Foundations for Reconstruction/' 1946, pp. 33-34.
5Ib id ., p. 31.
6See Cosslett Quin's "The Ten Commandments/' 1951,
p. 130.
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Luther and Calvin, in their new
found freedom from law, considered
the fourth commandment outmoded
and did not greatly care whether or
not Christians were careful to observe
any day as a Sabbath. Later on, how 
ever, when Protestants came down to
earth, as they did through the Wes
leys, they saw that free men in Christ
need to abide by certain regulations—
and the L ord’s day came to be re
spected.
“ The sabbath was made for man,”
said Jesias (Mark 2:27). It was made
for man’s benefit. We needed a day of
rest from our work, and a day of con
centrated worship. The fourth com
mandment, therefore, seems to arise
even from the nature of our human
order.
A ll of the first four commandments,
then, have to do with our worship of
God. According to the first, He is to
have our sole loyalty. According to
the second, we are not to bow before
representations of our faith. The third
requires that all of life be built around
the one master motive of serving God
with enthusiasm. And the fourth has
to do with setting aside a regular time
in which to give our day-by-day w or
ship a renewed zest.
T h e H o r iz o n t a l C o m m a n d m e n t s

Even political leaders and scientists,
in this hydrogen era, are urging upon
us the importance of moral principles.
A little while after Hiroshima, Elton
Trueblood said, “ Every thoughtful
person now knows that the major
problem of our time is the ethical
problem.” 7 Yet in these times many
wish to advance their own ideas about
ethics. Have we not had Bertrand
Russell with us a long time? And the
Hollywood set, too, too long? But
ethical subjectivism, the view that
one may make his own standards, has
70p. c it ., p. 9.
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had its great foe: that shorthand
statement of what is right, especially
the last six of its ten cutting edges—
the ones about man-to-man relation
ships.
The first of these horizontal com
mandments, the fifth of the ten, is
a bridge between the two groups, and
positively urges honor of parents.
When we are children we honor by
obeying; when older, by virtue in our
selves and by a kind of reverence
toward our fathers and mothers—
even if they do not “ deserve” it. Noah,
in his shame, did not deserve the
honor given him by Shem and Japheth, but they were blessed for their
“ . . . reverent faithfulness which cov
ered the sin of their father.” 8
The sixth commandment, “ Thou
shalt not kill,” is understood by most
to mean that w~e should do no mur
der, for both capital punishment and
killing during war w ere sanctioned
by Yahweh in those very times. But
what we most need to remember, in
this connection, is that Jesus said, “ Ye
have heard that it was said by them
of old time, Thou shalt not kill; . . .
But I say unto you, That whosoever
is angry with his brother without a
cause shall be in danger of the judg
ment: . . .” (Matt. 5:21-22).
The seventh, “ Thou shalt not com 
mit adultery,” is perpetually applica
ble in human society. Dean Farrar
says, “ To speak properly of it [impu
rity], in words sufficiently delicate, yet
sufficiently strong, would require the
tongue rather of an angel than of a
. . . man.” 9 But Jesus was able so to
speak of it, as was Paul— and Dante
and Milton. From earliest times this
sin, with its cognates, has ruined in
dividual lives, wrecked families, and
defeated whole nations. In the M o
saic law it was punishable by the death
8Dean F . W . F arrar,
p. 195.
9Ib id ., p. 233.

"The

Ten Commandments,"

1907,
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of both offenders. Of it Job says, “ For
this is a heinous crime; . .
(31:11).
The author of Hebrews declares,
“ Marriage is honorable in all, and the
bed undefiled: but whoremongers and
adulterers G od will judge” (13:4).
A nd in Proverbs we read: “ Whoso
committeth adultery with a woman
lacketh understanding: he that doeth
it destroyeth his own soul. A wound
and dishonor shall he get; and his
reproach shall not be wiped away”
(8:32-33).
The eighth commandment, “ Thou
shalt not steal,” begins a series of
three comparatively less important
ones. “ In the Mosaic econom y,” says
G. Campbell Morgan, “ violation of any
of the first seven commandments in
curred the death penalty. This is not
so with regard to the last three, . . .” 10
In the first of these three, property
rights are protected.11 Not many folk
commit theft in the usual sense, but
what passes for “ business acumen,”
“ salesmanship,” and “ smart trading”
might not always be so innocent as it
seems. Of theft in general, Morgan
writes, “ The thief violates the law of
toil by attempting to possess without
toil, and thus to take from another
something for which no equivalent
return is made.” 12 Paul admonishes,
“ Let him that stole steal no more: but
rather let him labour, . . .” (Eph.
4 :28).
The ninth commandment reads,
“ Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbour.” It would pro
hibit all kinds of lying, of course, but
it singles out the kind which is done so
frequently and is so devastating: that
in which other persons figure. One is
seldom jailed for this sin, although it
ruins reputations in short order. Its
prevalence is due, in part, to the fact
10Op. c it .;
“ Marxism,
to property.
120p. c it .,

p. 83.
in its principal maxim, denies a person's right
See "The Communist M anifesto."
p. 91.
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that it “ . . . gives a bit of excitement
along with the sense of relative virtue
in one’s self.” 13
The last of the Ten Words, the one
on coveting, is undoubtedly the most
penetrating of the Decalogue, for it
alone deals solely with the thought
life.14 If a person takes another’s maid
servant, he breaks the commandment
regarding adultery. If he takes some
one’s ox, he breaks the one on stealing.
But if he w’ants to take either, and
would if he could, he breaks the tenth.
C

o n c l u s io n

These, then, are Gibraltars of the
faith: the Apostles’ Creed is the Gi
braltar of Christian doctrine; the
L ord’s Prayer, of Christian devotional
life; and the Ten Commandments, of
Christian ethics. But in a sense the
experience of holiness is the Gibraltar
of Gibraltars. It gives added fortifi
cation to the Apostles’ Creed because,
through entire sanctification, the car
nal proneness to make an easy, in
dividualistic creed has been eradi
cated. It fortifies the Lord’s Prayer
against empty repetition because,
through the whole response necessary
to receiving and keeping holiness of
heart, and through the crucifixion of
“ self-willedness,” which by faith fol
lows that complete yieldedness, one
is much better able to pray, “ Thy
kingdom com e”— and mean it. And
holiness garrisons the fortification of
Christian ethics, those ten Sinai de
mands, because, through this miracle
of purifying grace, accompanied as it
is by the baptism with the personal
presence of the Holy Spirit, a person
is better able to keep the Ten Com
mandments even in the inwardness
which Jesus attached to them.

13Trueblood, op. c it ., p. 93.
14See George Jackson's "The Ten Commandments/' 1898,
p. 179.
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So You Are Now a Pastor, Son!
(A Letter from a Minister to His Son on the
First Day of His First Pastorate)
D ear

D ---------:

So this is the great day— your first
day in your own pulpit as a pastor.
Since I am confined to m y bed with a
bad cold, I have the rare opportunity
of writing to you a letter of mutual
celebration.
There is an out-of-print book en
titled L etters of an Old Methodist to
His Son in the Ministry, which I would
give a lot to have you read. The book
would save many young men from
some of the more ludicrous blunders
which they are apt to make in their
first pastorates. A t least I wish I had
read it when I first went to ----------,
when I was nineteen years of age.
While the blood of old men is apt
to be too sluggish, the blood of young
men is apt to be too fiery. While old
men are impoverished for lack of
new ideas, young men pop out with so
many and so often that their people
get dizzy. If old men are apt to be in
a rut, young men are apt to be too
much like Don Quixote, who mounted
his horse and rode furiously in all di
rections at once.
No young minister can help his
youthfulness— he can remedy that
only with time. But he can overcom e
the liabilities of age by frankly ac
knowledging to himself all those liabil
ities and being wide awake to the
pitfalls.
Not that he should ever call atten
tion to his age, of course. But he
should avoid two extremes: first, a
swagger of synthetic self-assurance to
cover up his youthfulness and prove
his maturity. Such an attempt has ex
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actly the opposite effect to that in
tended. People see through it and are
amused; more than ever they will
“ put it down to his youth.” On the
other hand, he should not allow his
youth to make him overly timid and
self-conscious. But in between these
two extremes he should quietly keep a
realistic attitude to the matter in his
own mind, without “ kidding” himself,
and frankly realize that he will lead
best by being on the modest side
rather than the bold side. A quiet
deference to the opinions of others,
especially older men, w ill be fitting,
and will command respect far more
than Rehoboam tactics. He needs to
realize the blunt truth that what he
can do at forty or fifty years of age—
and which needs to be done— without
causing anyone to raise an eyebrow
cannot be done at twenty or thirty.
And there is simply no remedy for
this but time. Brilliance and ability
will not compensate.
A congregation may respect a young
man for his preaching and his spiritual
life, his sincerity and character; wise
is he to let it go at that. The added
respect for his judgment and leader
ship as an administrator is something
else; that kind of respect comes gradu
ally. It must be won; it cannot be
commanded. Most people give it a
bit cautiously to young men in their
first pastorate. That is quite natural.
If your church board members don’t
seem to respect your leadership fully
at times, don’t feel that they are your
enemies or that they are necessarily
carnal. That kind of respect cannot
The Preacher's Magazine

be forced out of people by cracking the
whip of pastoral authority. The young
man who throws such a whip away
and forgets where he throws it will
gain this kind of respect more quickly.
I write about such matters because
they pinpoint the weaknesses and
mistakes of my early pastorates.
Whether I would have had enough
humility (in m y youthful cockiness)
to have profited by such a letter as
this, I don’t know. But I believe you
will.
Let me more specifically enumerate
some of the more flagrant weaknesses
of my first years (either before you
were born or when you were quite
sm all).
1. Majoring too much on searching
evangelistic preaching morning and
night. Not enough pastoral instruc
tion and Biblical exposition.
2. Prematurely making confidants
out of certain church members, often
with embarrassing consequences. (The
pastor’s wife is in great danger here
too.) W e cannot know people suf
ficiently to make confidants out of
them in less than a year at least.
3. Becoming so busy cultivating,
winning, and nurturing new people
that the board members and other
stand-bys were neglected, only to find
that the very ones on whom I most
depended were drifting away from
me. Take no loyalties for granted.
Keep close to your leaders.
4. Being too w ordy in board meet
ings, homes, everywhere, about my
ideas, plans, explanations, et cetera, ad
infinitum. A pastor can talk too much.
Sometimes of course he can forestall
criticism by making a timely explana
tion of his moves and motives. But he
must not be so continuously explain
ing that he ends up by undermining
confidence instead of strengthening it.
Certainly, too, he needs to “ sell” his
ideas. But if he floods the market
with them he will decrease the de
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mand, until people will finally pass
even the good ones by. He can make
too many promises, express his opin
ions too freely, commit himself too
readily, and as a consequence spend
half his time hopping around trying
to get his foot out of his mouth. Along
with this is the mistake of raising
unnecessary issues. In a board meet
ing for instance— best to get at the
business in hand, get it out of the
way with the minimum splurge, and
adjourn before discussion gets too
complicated. If it does get compli
cated, be doubly careful of what you
say yourself and attempt a postpone
ment of decision rather than attempt
ing to force one through. Of course
it is wise to encourage the members
to be frank and free in board meetings,
but so far as you are concerned be a
good listener rather than a prize ex
ample.
5.
Not giving enough consideration
to the opinions and counsel of my
laymen, especially the older heads.
Our laymen are not simpletons. They
like to feel they were elected to the
board and to various offices to help
run the church and they want to be
allowed to do it. A pastor who tries
to run the whole “ show” will soon be
doing it— with a vengeance. Take
C------ , for instance. Most of m y board
members were old enough to be my
father, and knew more about business
and practical affairs than I did— and
they knew it. I was the only one who
lacked sense enough to know it. If I
had let the board hold the business
reins pretty much in their own hands,
and concentrated more on my preach
ing and visitation, I would have gotten
on better.
Y ou see I have learned a few things
the hard way. Oh, well, experience
keeps a dear school, but fools learn
in no other. Don’t be a fool.
Lovingly,
D ad
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Expository Outlines on the
W hole Bible
BY CHARLES SIMEON

FO R M IN G A CHAPTER BY CHAPTER C O M M E N T A R Y
Satisfies Today’s
Appetite for

Here's what they're saying . . .

Expository Preaching!

DR. LEWIS T. CORLETT—
. . the thoughtful preacher will be
aided and encouraged in expositional development of scriptural
truths."

HELP FOR PREPARING:
Sunday morning messages

REV. NORMAN OKE— ''This is superior material. Simeon's sermonic ladders climb steadily, yet not too steeply . . . they deserve
a publication rebirth.”

Sunday school lessons
Evangelistic messages
Bible study helps
Devotional

talks,

etc.

INCLUDES:
58 Funeral Sermons
84 Missionary Sermons
67 Easier Sermons
51 Sermons on the Passion
and Death of Christ
and hundreds of others,
2536 sermon skeletons in all

DR. PAUL S. REES— "It is an epic of evangelical warmth, magnet
like courage, and creative Biblical scholarship."
DR. H. ORTON WILEY— "A careful study of these rare volumes
will certainly stimulate and make possible better expository
preaching."

How to S A V E $10.00

...

Place your order for Simeon's EXPOSITORY OUTLINES ON
THE WHOLE BIBLE while this offer lasts. Specify whether you
wish the volume-a-month plan or all available copies now and
additional volumes as published. In either case, you will pa y
$3.95 for each volume with the exception of Volume 8, which
will be only $1.85. Volumes 9 and 10 will come to you absolutely
FREE. Offer good for a limited time.

VOLUMES NOW READY: Vol. 11, Matthew; Vol. 12, Mark— Luke 16; Vol. 13, Luke 17— John 12;
Vol. 14, John 13— Acts; Vol. 15, Romans; Vol. 16, I & II Cor.; Vol. 17, Gal.— Eph.; Vol. 18,
Phil.— I Tim.; Vol. 19, II Tim.— Heb.; Vol. 20, James— Jude (Dec.)
VOLUMES FORTHCOMING:
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.

21, Revelation (Ja n ., 1956)
1, Gen.— Lev. (Feb., 1956)
2, Num.— Josh. (March, 1956)
3, Judg.— I I Kings (A p ril, 1956)

Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.

4,
5,
6,
7

,

I Chron.— Job (May, 1956)
Psalms 1— 72 (June, 1956)
Psalms 73— end (Ju ly , 1956)
Prov.— Isa. 26 (Aug., 1956)

Vol. 8, Isa. 27— end (Sep t., 1956)
Vol. 9, Je r.— Dan. (O ct., 1956)
Vol. 10, Hos.— Mai. (Nov., 1956)

Already in Use by Hundreds of N a z a re n e Ministers
N A Z A R E N E
Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7 , California
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Dramatize Your Stewardship Message!
FEBRUARY IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH . . .
To help you reinforce your stewardship m essage
and because we sense the great importance
of every Nazarene receiving these truths,
your Publishing House,
in co-operation with the General Stewardship Committee,
is offering the following selection oi books on stewardship
at a 40 per cent quantiiy discount on 6 or more of a title.
Unsold copies m ay be returned for full credit.

W H Y NOT USE
the five prayer meeting services in February
for stewardship study?
During this time, especially,
your laym en will welcom e the opportunity
to secure literature emphasizing this phase of Christian living
so vital to your church.

B O O K S ON S T EW A R D SH IP
ABC's OF STEWARDSHIP, D. Shelby Corlett
Comprehensive question-and-answer, pocket-size booklet.
CHRIST AT THE CONTROLS OF LIFE, N. B. Herrell
The stewardship of life— our love, devotion, service, etc.
THE STEWARDSHIP OF FASTING, J. G. Morrison
A plea for more effective prayer through fasting.
FAITHFUL IN STEWARDSHIP, J. C. Henson
Stewardship and its relation to holiness and finances.
GOD'S FINANCIAL PLAN FOR HIS CHURCH, H. H. Hooker
Emphasizing the importance of systematic storehouse giving.
TITHING— YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED, Jarrette Aycock
Convincing answers covering every phase of tithing.
MINDING YOUR CHURCH'S BUSINESS, L. M. Spangenberg
A guide to conducting the business of the church.
TREASURY OF STEWARDSHIP ILLUSTRATIONS, Basil Miller
164 sparkling stories illustrating stewardship in action.

Single Price
15c

6 or More
9c each*

15c

9c each*

ISc

9c each*

25c

15c each*

25c

15c each*

25c

15c each*

$1.25

75c each*

$2.00

$1.20 each*
::: P 1us postage

PLAN N O W
for an aggressive Stewardship Month.
Select those books you feel will best benefit your emphasis and
MAIL YOUR ORDER WITHOUT DELAY
N A Z A R E N E
Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7 , California
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P U B L I S H I N G
2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527
Kansas City 4 1 , Missouri

H O U S E
1592 Bloor S t ., W.
Toronto 9 , Ontario
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THE PARSO N AG E”
Marital Happiness in the Parsonage
By Lora Lee Parrott*
■0R EA CH E RS

ARE

EMOTIONAL

CREA-

capable of bearing the feel
ings of their congregation, of giving
a spark of their own souls as they de
liver their hearts to their congrega
tions on a L ord’s day morning. They
are men who hold a creative genius
within their own minds and souls, else
they could not produce the materials
necessary to successful pastoring. The
tensions of church administration, the
burdens of pastoral counseling, the
constant pressure of producing cre
ative work, and a continuous fight for
attendance and financial goals often
take their toll on the reserve of nerv
ous energy within the pastor himself.
Learning to bear these burdens and to
share these tensions is a part of the
business of the wife of a minister.
tures,

A t times your husband will be laud
ed; at other times severely criticized.
Occasionally an abnormal person un
necessarily involves his time. Then
there are ill-adjusted people who drain
his energy without purpose. There
is the unceasing barrage of telephone
messages, of emergency calls at all
hours, the borrowers of money, the
lenders of advice. There is the con
stant threat of moving, the breaking
up of friendships, the separation from
loved ones. There are the inquisitive
parsonage visitors and the unneeded
and unwanted sympathizers. There
are the joys and rewards without num
ber, but there are also the thorns and
♦Pastor's W ife, F lin t, Michigan.
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the crosses. There is a price you pay
for being the wife of a minister.
There are inevitable conflicts in the
forming of a new home, whether it is
in the parsonage or down the street.
Y ou must learn the secrets of “ give
and take” and the techniques of re
solving conflict into a lifetime of fel
lowship and love and service to each
other and to God. Marital problems
in a minister’s home are just as real
as those in the home of a schoolteach
er or factory worker.
The pastor who lives under consid
erable emotional tension and strain
is often not permitted the luxury of
expressing resentment in public.
Therefore, there may be times in the
home when his ultra quietness or
edginess may signify the marriage is
doing one of the fundamental func
tions, that of allowing opportunity for
letting off steam within the confines
of the home. If your parsonage life is
on so fragile a foundation that it can
not endure except with the artificial
niceties of the workaday world, then
it can stand considerable improve
ment. As long as your love is secure,
chalk off any eccentricities of behavior
to the fact that the home atmosphere
is relaxed enough to encourage him
to let off the excess steam which he
has created and held down within.
The only successful way to handle
the obstacles in the road to a happy
married life in the parsonage is to
learn the technique of praying things
through and talking things out. To
The Preacher’s Magazine

harbor misunderstanding or to allow
resentment to develop is the sure be
ginning of a breach. But to calmly
talk out the problem, centering the
discussion on the issue, rather than
the person, is an expression of real
adult emotional maturity. A more
secure foundation for the marriage
and a broader outlook of happiness
for the future are the result of these
prayers and talks. As time progresses,
these misunderstandings, obstacles,
conflicts, or whatever you want to

call them, become fewer, less violent,
and further separated. A conjugal
fellowship unites with romantic love
to form a sterling marital relationship.
Real happiness in the parsonage
does not come by ideal circumstances;
it comes when two people, eager in
G od’s service, have learned enough
about each other to love in spite of
shortcomings, in spite of unpleasant
surroundings, in spite of long, hard
days at work.

M y Prayer for You
<j

O God, our Father, we thank Thee for Thy providential care, that
we can look to Thee for the help we need in times of distress and uncertainty.
W e thank Thee, too, for the comfort of the Holy Spirit, for Thy abiding presence, never drear nor hopeless, but filling our hearts with
warmth and blessing and hope. How wonderful to know Thee and
the power of Thy might!
May we recognize some fundamental truths as we live in this
changing and challenging world of today. Help us as parents, who
are inclined to say, "Our boys and girls aren't going to have to work
as hard as I had to work," not to do them this great injustice, allowing
them to feel that life is coming easy. Lord, help us to build into them
a fiber of character that is tough and will stand whatever trials we
have as individuals and as a nation.
Help us to realize that we must re-emphasize with our children that
"the worth-while things of life have to be bought at a price." May
we give more attention to discipline and the relation of discipline to
freedom. May we ourselves be examples in the deepest sense, that
we might obtain freedom in other things in life that are worth while.
Give us courage. Lord, to face the tremendous challenge that
life presents to us. May we humble ourselves to do Thy will and
be faithful to all our responsibilities. We know that only the courageous
are free and can fight the good fight of faith and bring the blessings
promised to Thy children. How we thank Thee that these blessings
are ours today, and every day! We surrender ourselves to Thee in
complete consecration, dear Lord. "Not my will, but thine, be done."
Help us, our Father, not to seek an easy way but to work, and work
hard, if we would be victorious and happy. All this we ask in Jesus'
name. Amen.
Mrs. R. T. Williams, Sr.
Bethany, Oklahoma
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Ministering to Special Needs

Hospital VssifatioEi
By Virgii L. Sprunger*

is h a r d l y anything more rewarding than the pastor’s “ hospital
ministry.” This ministry is rewarding
to both the patient and the patient’s
family, as well as to the minister and
the church he serves.
npH ERE

There is perhaps no more receptive
period in the lives of those the minis
ter seeks to serve than that during the
times of illness. Many of the finest
contacts for the church will come
through this phase of a pastor’s minis
try. People can be made friends of
the church who previously may have
tended to be indifferent to the church.
If diligently pursued, this ministry
can lead to at least as many contacts
outside the church as it does within it,
if not more. A ll such contacts can and
do prove valuable to the church. Cer
tainly not all will becom e members of
the church. The effectiveness of the
pastor’s hospital ministry will be
greatly reduced if he uses this minis
try merely as a means of securing con
tacts for his church. The minister’s
true goal in this, as well as in all
phases of his ministry, must always
be to help people. His very calling
implies that the minister is to serve.
A prime qualification of the minister
is that he must be sincere in his desire
to help people. Nearly anyone can
detect insincerity, especially those
who are ill. A real concern for the
sick has a way of building a bridge of
*Pastor, Lim a, Ohio.
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help and understanding from the min
ister to the one in the hospital bed.
A genuine love and appreciation for
people will keep this w ork from be
coming a drudgery. The more the min
ister meets people in the hospital and
there ministers to their needs, the
more he will want to do so. A s one
sees those who are ill strengthened
and helped, the good feeling which
comes to the heart of the minister is
ample reward.
Perhaps a few illustrations from my
actual experience will best illustrate
the wonderful possibilities in this area
of our ministry. Too, the illustrations
may help to serve in giving advice
and point out some of the areas where
great care must always be exercised.
It is not the purpose of the writer to
be boastful in this presentation, but
m erely to offer helpful suggestions
which have come to him through the
avenues of experience. It is fully
realized that this presentation is not
exhaustive. Its main purpose is to
suggest the fruitful possibilities in this
area of the minister’s task.
This first case I wish to present is
the case of Norma M. Norma was in a
serious automobile accident in May
of 1953. A t that time she suffered a
neck injury which has paralyzed her
since that time. When I received the
call about the accident, she was not
expected to live for more than three
or four days. This presented several
problems both concerning immediate
The Preacher's Magazine

action on the part of the minister and
also concerning future action, depend
ing upon the outcome. Upon arrival
at the hospital, my first concern was
to minister to her immediate needs.
The oxygen tent immediately told me
that the accident had indeed been a
serious one and that my first call
would need to be brief. It would,
however, need to contain adequate
spiritual help for the situation at hand.
It was my responsibility, as her minis
ter, to realize the situation at a glance,
and to give spiritual and physical en
couragement without either being
shallow or, on the other hand, reveal
ing to her her true condition. Since,
upon entering her room, I did not
know whether she had been told or
not, my help to her had to be positive
without giving false hope and at the
same time not be negative so as to
kill all hope. The Lord will certainly
help in the making of such decisions.
My first call on Norma was iust a few
brief moments, in which she gave me
her testimony and in which I offered
a prayer for G od’s presence to be with
her in her present time of need.
My next step was to determine
Norma’s true condition, so that I might
best minister to her and her family.
This I did through a conversation with
the doctor. The information I received
from him was strictly confidential.
Unless especially chosen for the task,
the minister’s task is certainly not to
tell the patient about the diagnosis the
doctor has made. This trust that a
doctor can have in the minister is cer
tainly invaluable in the best perform
ance of the minister’s task. It is a
confidence which personally I cherish
very highly.
During the period of the first five
or six days, my calls upon Norma were
very frequent, perhaps two to three
times a day. This meant much to her
and certainly was received well by the
hospital staff. As time stretched into
January, 1956

two or three weeks, my calls were
made on the basis of about one a day.
Now the time has lengthened into a
little more than two years since
Norma was first injured. During that
time there have naturally been times
when Norma was discouraged. My
task has been to encourage her. The
length of time itself is a source of
discouragement. Also, during this
length of time I have been permitted
to give her Communion. This has
helped her to feel the interest of the
church as well as her relationship to
her church group.
While it has been my prayer that my
calls to Norma would prove a blessing
to her, I know that she has often been
a source of inspiration and blessing
to me. Certainly not to be discounted
have been the many opportunities
that have come to me for serving those
who have shared a room with her at
some time or other. Among them was
the Bob and June K. family. Prior
to my contact with them, they had
not had any contact with a Nazarene
minister. One day while making a
call on Norma, June was undergoing
surgery. Thus my first contact with
this family was to remember both
June and her husband, Bob, in my
prayer.
Just a few weeks later Bob had his
left leg amputated just below the
knee as a result of an accident. This
presented another series of experi
ences. Because of my previous con
tact with the family, I was asked to
visit Bob. This was to be a long proc
ess, as a considerable amount of skin
grafting was needed.
The uncertainty of the outcome of
some of these graftings led to several
occasions in which Bob was really dis
couraged. This called for a type of
encouragement other than a single
statement saying that Bob would soon
be out again. Too, when he would get
out, there would be the adjusting to
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the artificial limb. These were all
serious aspects in this hospital situa
tion.
In addition, B ob’s mental and spir
itual approach needed to be consid
ered. I soon discovered this family to
be a closely knit family. Bob and
June lived close to each other as hus
band and wife. Their three children
were near to B ob’s heart, and his ex
tended absence from them certainly
added to the problems that now faced
Bob each day as he lay in his hospital
room. These life situations often de
mand more than the administration
of medicine, as important as that is.
I endeavored to meet the needs in this
case by short daily visits. These visits
were used to give the patient a chance
to tell me what was on his mind, which
in turn helped me to know what to
say and how to pray. Great care was
used in not touching the bed or in any
way jarring it, so as to cause unneces
sary pain. Before each of his surger
ies, I made it a point to pray with Bob
and to assure him of my interest in
both him and his family.
Part of my ministry to him, of
course, was to keep his wife encour
aged, so that she could help him as
she came to visit him. Often I would
try to help them both at the same
time when my call found them to
gether. One such occasion arose just
a few minutes before a surgery was
performed upon his leg. Several weeks
had gone by since his coming to the
hospital. He had missed being home
with his wife and family. Too long
periods of separation tend to bring
feelings of despondency to either the
wife or husband who are devoted to

each other. This seemed to be the feel
ing that I found as I called that morn
ing. A fter talking with B ob and June
for a few minutes and expressing my
concern for them, especially as it re
lated to their immediate problem, I
prayed that God would help through
this surgery and soon make it possible
for them to be together again. This
G od did. Bob was able to go home for
a few days before another operation
on his leg was necessary. In addition
to this answer to prayer, I was re
warded amply one day as I came into
B ob’s room. Bob told me that on many
occasions his problems or questions
had been answered during my visits.
He wondered how that could happen.
A testimony then was in order giving
G od praise, for indeed God had helped
as I was attempting to minister to
this family.
With the help of the Lord, I have
been able to give help to Catholic
people as well as to nearly every Prot
estant denomination. M y first interest
has been to help, not to make Nazarenes of them.
M y contacts with the doctors have
been a source of help in m y work. It
has always been important to me to
guard well their confidences to me.
It is always my aim to keep as well
informed as possible. When in need
of information, I have found the doc
tors to be co-operative with me. M y
relationships with them have certainly
aided in a great way my ministry in
the hospital room.
This is an enjoyable work. I hope
every reader will be benefited by this
brief report of an area of my ministry
which I have found to be intensely in
teresting and extremely worth while.

Out of the clouds that hang over us come often the tenderest voices of
divine love, the most precious disclosures of divine grace.
— J. R . M
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How I Prepare M y Sermons

Steps in Sermon Preparation
By Lawrence B. Hicks*
T n m y m o re m a t u r e m in is t r y o f th e

W ord I find myself attracted more
and more to strictly expositorial
preaching. I find it tends to encourage
my own heart as well as bless and
strengthen my flock. It occurs to my
mind that, after all, we must base our
belief, our ethics, and our hope on a
strict “ Thus saith the Lord.” I am
happy to try to set forth my process
in the preparation of an expository
message, with the prayer in my heart
that the H oly Spirit will use it for
some good somewhere.
I
First, I shall deal with the methods
I use in obtaining the passage. I do
much preaching by series, trying to
cover whole books or at times major
themes in books. Not too long ago I
preached a Sunday morning series on
the Decalogue, with profit to myself,
to my local congregation, and our
Sunday morning radio congregation.
Having settled on the desired pas
sage, I proceed to the first real step in
good expository preaching. What does
the passage actually say? What do
the words r e a l l y mean? What
does the original Greek say, if the
passage is a New Testament one?
(In this article we shall deal with a
New Testament passage.)
In establishing the verbal veracity
of the passage I like to read it first
in the King James Version. Then I
like to read it in Revised Standard,
*Pasto r, F irs t Church, Ashland, Kentucky.

January, 1956

Phillips, Godbey, Wesley, Weymouth,
and Goodspeed. I like to note how
many of these agree in word mean
ing. Next I turn to the Greek passage
itself. Any doubtful words I like to
check in at least two Greek lexicons,
including of course Thayer’s. I like
then to see what Vincent, Robinson,
Wuest, and Nicoll have written about
that w ord over which I am working.
I then like to take the Englishman’s
G reek Coiicordance and note how
many times the word appears in dif
ferent places in the New Testament.
In this search of the G reek Concord
ance it is profitable as well as inter
esting to notice the various shades of
meaning the word has and how these
various shades of meaning are used
in different passages in the New Testa
ment. This foundational work done
in word meaning, I like to see which
meaning best fits into the actual con
text of the passage.
II
Step number two in expositorial
sermon building is the commentary
check. I like to scan through com-

Some ministers have difficulty in preparing
their messages week after week. Not the least
of the hindering factors is the lack of a pattern
of operation or approach to the task at hand.
It seems to your editor that it might help if we
would ask some of our successful pastors just
how they go about building a sermon. For the
next several months w e shall be hearing from
these men. If you find, after reading a few
of these, that your method has some unique
features, we invite you to contribute to the
series. Not over 1,700 words, please.— Ed.
31

mentaries of both Arminian and Calvinistic background. I personally use
Adam Clarke, Albert Barnes, Mat
thew Henry, Peter Lange, Joseph
Benson, Gray and Adams, Ellicott, the
Pulpit Commentary, and W esley's
Notes on the New Testament. In this
same field of the commentaries I like
to check with various Bible teachers
who have done one-volume works on
various books in the Bible, like Iron
sides, Seiss, Newell, DeHann, Peters,
and others. Having noted what the
commentaries say the passage means,
I try to fit their ideas into my first
step of the actual word meanings. I
am now ready for step three.
III
Step three is in the preaching of the
pulpit masters. I like to see what other
great pulpiteers of the past have said
on this passage. Oh, the richness of
this almost inexhaustible mine of
wealth! I like to check what these
holy men preached when and if they
“ took this passage.” I use Spurgeon,
G. Campbell Morgan, John Wesley,
F. B. Meyer, Alexander Maclaren,
Frederick Robinson, A. B. Simpson,
Munsey, and others. I try to note how
these men handled my passage. I now,
with the conclusion of step three,
have begun to “ rough in” my outline.
In fact it is well-nigh complete by
this time.
IV
Step number four is of utmost im
portance. How does my interpretation
of the passage fit into our theology?
Here is an exceedingly exact step. We
must preach a truth that is constant,
positive, scriptural, and noncontradic
tory. Here again I like to check with
both Arminian and Calvinistic theolo
gians. I find much help in both the
Hodges, Charles and A. S. Hodge. I
like to see what Dr. W iley has said
about this doctrine that is beginning
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to express itself in my sermon. I some
times check Curtis and Finney as well
as others. I now begin to feel more
certain of myself. I feel I have satis
fied my mind as to the real, unbiased,
literal meaning of the words in my
passage. I feel that I am fairly sure
as to its meaning in the whole con
nection of inspiration. The commen
taries have given me this foothold.
They have shown me the historic
background and have further estab
lished word meanings in m y mind.
I begin to feel a warmth inside as I
sit in Westminster with Morgan, or in
Metropolitan with Spurgeon, or in St.
M ary’s with Wesley. I sometimes ap
proach weeping or shouting grounds
as I sit at the feet of the saintly Meyer.
I catch fire with the oratory of Mun
sey or Carradine or Lee. I begin to
feel that I have an anchor when I
find Hodge, Wiley, Curtis, and other
theologians “ line up with m e” in rny
doctrine.
V
Step number five is the grinding
of the meal. I am aware that many
who will hear my message do not un
derstand the technical terms in which
I have read and worked. I am well
aware that they know no Greek. I
know that their hungry hearts reach,
not for theory, or philosophy, or his
tory, but for “ bread.” I now try to
say what I want to say in language
they understand. I want to preach
so that the little lad who sits on the
front pew, a-swinging his feet, looking
up at me in a sort of hero worship,
will understand what his pastor is
talking about. I want to face that re
tired minister of another denomina
tion, who will be listening, with a
sureness of facts and a correctness on
theology that will prove a gadfly to his
mind, even though he disagrees with
my idea.
Some may wonder why I have said
The Preacher's Magazine

nothing of prayer in my steps toward
the completion of an expository mes
sage. I try to season it all the way in
prayer. I try to remember that my
desk is an altar. I pray for the blessed
Holy Ghost to direct me as I read,
ponder, search. I firmly believe that
He does.

in the pulpit freely. I am dealing
with eternal things; I just cannot
trust my finite mind too far!

For inspiration I pray and trust God
as I sit in the pulpit. I let my illus
trations arise as I preach. I let what
ever oratory that my fall into my
presentation come from the voice of
I
make a rather full and compre God in my heart. I know I need to
hensive outline. I take it to the pul impart His truth. I try to ascertain
pit with me. I do not try to conceal “ the mood of the Spirit” and fit that
it from my congregation. I use notes mood.

illustrations:
F

a it h

P rayer

Faith is the live wire along which travels
the shock of life; and the golden achieve
ments of Hebrews 11, the mightiest mir
acles of the world, all were wrought, not
by merely saving faith, but by the power
that grasped and lived the Word of God, all
down their years. Faith is belief in action,
and the action can grow until it covers all
that God has said.—D. M. P a n i o n .

Michelangelo once c a l l e d upon his
young pupil Raphael. The latter was not
in his studio, but there was a cramped,
meager design of his on the canvas. Michel
angelo drew with a piece of chalk underneath
the poor sketch a bold, sweeping line, and
added the word, Amplius. When Raphael
came in he took the hint, changed his style,
and became one of the first of immortal
painters. Is not this the trouble with our
prayers? They are cramped, meager, nar
row, selfish, revolving largely around our
P r e p a r in g t o D ie
selves and our immediate relatives and
I
shall never forget hearing Wade C. friends? Would not the Master write over
Smith tell of his experience while in a them, Amplius! Amplius! Wider and wider!
plane crossing the English Channel. Scarce
Broader and broader! Deeper and deeper!
ly had they left London than he had a More and more! Listen to His challenge:
distinct impression that he should speak to
“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and
the pilot about his soul. Again and again
shew thee great and mighty things which
came that still, small voice telling him to
thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).—Selected.
speak to the pilot. Suddenly they ran into
a thunderstorm, and the plane was ground
ed at an emergency field. The passengers
got out and walked about while the pilot
stood apart from the rest. Walking over
K in d n e s s
to the young man, Mr. Smith questioned
Sir Wilfred T. Grenfell, of Labrador, felt
him about his soul, found him ready to
that the continuous stream of patients
yield to Christ, and led him to the Saviour.
awaiting his services often demanded extra
With what joy he saw the young man
ordinary sympathy, and sometimes there
wave good-by at the French airport a little
was the tendency to become irritable. To
later, holding one hand over his heart, and
check this, he was in the habit of giving
another pointing to the sky as if to say,
a prominent place in his surgery to these
“I’ll see you up there” ! Returning to Lon
words:
don some days later, Mr. Smith bought a
He did things so kindly,
paper. There, in screaming headlines, was
It seemed His heart’s delight
the account of a plane crash. The young
To make poor people happy
pilot whom he had led to the Lord headed
From morning until night.
the list of the dead.—Selected.
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Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

N e w Y ear’s T hough ts

T h is I s A l s o A c c e p t a b l e

“ God, our Vanguard and Rearguard”
Text: For the Lord will go before you;
and the God of Israel will be your
rereward (Isa. 52:12).

The inmate of an old people’s home
hobbled into the servicc. To one of the
visitors she said: “I can’t hear a thing,
but I want them to know how I am
voting.”—Anon.

“New Year Harp Strings”
Text: And I heard the voice of harpers,
harping with their harps (Rev. 14:2-3).
“Armor the Christian Needs for the New
Year”
Armoury—Eph. 3:14-21
Words on a statue in West Virginia:
“He worked as if he would live forever;
he lived as if he would die tomorrow.”
“Tomorrows”
Pharaoh and his “tomorrow.” Felix
and his “tomorrow.” The rich fool’s “to
morrow.”
T h e N ig h t o f t h e S t o r m

It was a wild, stormy night in Scotland.
The old saint lay suffering and dying.
His daughter came with the Bible, say
ing, “Father, will I read a chapter to ye?”
The man was in much pain. He moaned.
Then he said, “Na, na, lassie. The storm’s
up noo; I theckit (thatched) ma hoose
in the calm weather.”—Selected.

T h e B ib l e L i f t

Bishop Ryle asked a colporteur if
many people in the basements read their
Bibles. “No,” he replied, “as soon as the
Bible goes in, the people move to the
top flat.” “Quick and powerful” (Heb.
4:12).—Selected.
F or th e B u l l e t in B oard

“Take time by the forelock; he is bald
behind.”
“Eternity gives nothing back of what
one leaves out of his minutes.”
“You can’t change the past, but you
can ruin a perfectly good present by
worrying about the future.”
“Fear is unbelief parading in disguise.”
“Worry: Interest you pay on trouble
before it is due.”
—Selected
W ords

T he W h o le F a m i l y

“The most beautiful sight from the
pulpit is a whole family seated together
in a pew. The church service is not a
convention, that a family should merely
send a delegate.” — J o h n A n d r e w H o l m e s .
* Pastor, Oxford, Pa.
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At the home where he regularly de
livered eggs, the man was late a day.
The customer berated him for his tardi
ness. When she had spoken all she
pleased, he answered, “I am very sorry,
lady, if I inconvenienced you, but yes
terday I had the misfortune to bury my
mother.”— C . L . H o w l a n d .
The Preacher's Magazine

“All our tomorrows must pass God
before they reach us.”
N e l s o n G. M i n k

A Watch-Night Service
T heme: “ T he

Voice of

th e

Days”

I said, Days shoidd speak, and
multitude of years should teach wis
dom (Job 32:7).

T ext:

I.

Y esterday S p e a k s .

It s a y s :
“Avoid mistakes made this year.”
“Time wasted can never be
brought back.”
“I am gone forever.”
“Now that I’m past, forget me.
Take hold of today.”

II.

T oday S peaks.

III.

T om orrow

It s a y s :
“ I am short.”
“Turn me to the best advantage.”
“If you ever do anything, it will
be today.”
S p e a k s . It says:
“Trust me with God.”
“Today has enough cares of its
own.”

Preaching Program— 1956
We are quite confident that the pres
entation of a preaching program through
the P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e for the entire
year is beneficial. The value of such a
program is increased when it is pre
sented by one person, giving his sub
jects and outlines very much as he has
preached them during the course of a
year. We are indebted to Dr. E. S.
Phillips, pastor of the First Church of
the Nazarene, Bethany, Oklahoma, for
the outlines for 1956. Dr. Phillips is a
successful pastor and his pulpit ministry
is rich and rewarding. We commend to
our readers the outlines in this issue
and those to come in the next eleven
months.—Ed.

Sermon Subjects for January
By the Editor
II Timothy 2:1-6

1.
2.

v.

3.

v.

4.

v.

5.

Scriptures
My son, be strong . . . in Christ
Jesus.
2, The things that thou hast heard
of me . . .
2, Commit thou to faithful men,
who shall . . . teach others also.
3, Endure hardness, a s a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.
4, No man that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this
life.
4, That he may please him . . .
4, Chosen . . . to be a soldier.
5, A man . . . is . . . not crowned,
except he strive lawfidly.
6, The husbandman . . . laboureth

v . 1,

v.

6. v.
7. v.
8. v.
9. v.
10 . v .

6,

Must be first partaker of the
fruits . . .
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Subjects
1.

C h r is t ia n

S trength

for

M a n - s iz e d

T asks

2.

T h e W o r th o f C h r is t ia n W it n e s s

3.

T h e C h a in R e a c t io n o f t h e G o sp e l

4.

B a s ic

T r a in in g

for

th e

C h r is t ia n

W arfare
5.

U n e n c u m b e r e d S o l d ie r s o f C h r is t

6.

T h e S u p r e m e P u r p o s e o f L if e

7.

D r afted t o a G l o r io u s W a r f a r e

8.

T h e R u le s o f th e G a m e

9.

K eepers o f

10. T h e F i r s t

th e

V in e y a r d

T aste

o f

R ip e n e d

F r u it

35

for Ja n u a ry

.P R E A C H IN G P R O G R A M
January 1, 1956
Morning Subject: THE CIIUIS HAN S GUIDE
T ext:

Romans

8 :1 4

In t r o d u c t io n :

A.

B.
C.
I.

1'n R e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e P a s t

A.
B.
C.
II.

To the veracity of our traditional beliefs
To the quality of past standards and ideals
To the rigidity of our devotion to God alone

In R

A.
B.
C.
III.

David Riesman in his book The Lonely Crowd divides Am eri
can people into three groups: (1) traditional-airected people
(by ancestors), (2) inner-directed people (by ideals), and
(3) other-directed people (by oth ers).
The natural man is limited to one of these three.
The Christian believes in the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all
of life’s relationships.

e l a t io n s h ip

to

th e

P resen t

Relationship to our fellow man
Relationship to our vocation
Relationship to our possessions

In R e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e F u t u r e

A.
B.
C.

For life’s tomorrows are unpredictable
For life’s tomorrows are uncontrollable
For life’s tomorrows are unforeseeable
E. S. P h i l l i p s

Evening Subject: BE ON YOUR GUARD
T ext:

Habakkuk

2 :1

I n t r o d u c t io n :

A.

B.
I.

W e N eed to G u a r d O u r C o n v ic t io n s

A.
B.
II

G uard O ur C onduct

to

eed

to

G u a r d O u r C it a d e l — t h e H e a r t

Guard it against the paralysis of anxiety
Guard it against the cancer of wrong attitudes

W e N

A.
B.
36

eed

That which exerts a voluntary influence
That which exerts an involuntary influence

We N

A.
B.
IV .

Personal convictions
Denominational convictions

We N

A.
B.
III.

New Y ear’s is a time for framing new resolutions.
1. Most resolutions are negatives.
2.
Moral conduct built only on positives.
Subversive forces seek to undermine foundations of moral
life. Therefore, like Habakkuk, we need to be on our guard.

eed

to

G uard

O ur

C o n s e c r a t io n

By re-examination of our hearts
By reaffirmation of our vows
E. S.

P h il l ip s
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January 8, 1956
Morning Subject: A PRO FITABLE RELIGION
T e x t : I T im o th y 4: 8
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A.
B.
I.

Some argue religion is good only as death insurance.
But man needs a religion (religious experience) now, for
three reasons.

F o r L if e ’s P r o p e r E v a l u a t io n

A.

B.
II.

F o r L if e ’s P r o p e r P a r t ic ip a t io n

A.

B.

III.

The natural man evaluates life materialistically.
1. In the sense of its prolongation
2. In the sense of its gratification
3. In the sense of its accumulation
Only religion can cause him to evaluate life spiritually.
A ll life is a divine impartation.
1. Physical life
2. Spiritual life
G od’s purpose for us is a full life by a divine transformation.
1. Inner transformation of heart
2. Outer transformation of life

F or

A.
B.

L if e 's

P roper

C o n t in u a t io n

Physical life proceeds to point to declination.
Spiritual life proceeds to eternal continuation.
E. S. P h i l l i p s

Evening Subject: WISE COUNSEL
T

Matthew

ext:

6 : 24-34

In t r o d u c t io n :

A.

B.
C.
I.

Its G

A.
B.
II.

B.
C.

(“ Seek”

i s a v e r b .)

It has reality within.
It has reality without. Change a man within and you change
his world without.
It has reality above— His eternal kingdom.

I t s M a th e m a t ic s

A.

B.
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rammar

It is active; it urges pursuit.
It has an object. Verses 31 and 33 set forth contrasting ob
jectives.

I ts G e o g r a p h y

A.

III.

The field of counseling is expanding today into all areas of life.
it is important to give attention to the counsel of Jesus, the
expert Psychiatrist.
In this text He deals with three phases of His kingdom.

It has addition— adding to life.
1. It adds things with temporal value.
2. It adds things with eternal value.
Some think religion is a process of subtraction— taking from
life.
E. S. P h i l l i p s
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January 15, 1956
Morning Subject: DO YOU W ANT TO PLEASE GOD?
S c r i p t u r e : Hebrews 11; T e x t : Verse 6
In t r o d u c t io n :

A.
B.
C.
I.

Give brief resume of seven factors which are displeasing to
God (Prov. 6:16-19).
Hebrews 11 mentions sixteen persons who had one thing in
common which pleased God— faith.
The faith which pleaseth God incorporates these character
istics.

It Is A

A.
B.
II.

It D

ares

It I s A s s e r t i v e — It D e c l a r e s

A.
B.
III.

u d a c io u s —

It dares to obey G od’s commands (Heb. 11:8).
Illustrated by daring acts of Noah, Abraham, Joshua, etc.
It dares to do the unconventional (Heb. 11:26, 30).
It declares its objective (Heb. 11:14).
It declares its convictions (Heb. 11:24-25).

It Is A

A.
B.

c t iv e —

It D

em onstrates

It demonstrates by a wordly apartness (Heb. 11: 7, 27, 29).
It demonstrates by spiritual accomplishment (Heb. 11:33-39).

C o n c l u s io n :

Y ou will exclaim, like Samuel Morse when in 1844 he sent the
first telegraph message, “ What hath God wrought!”
E. S . P h i l l i p s
Evening Subject: OBEY WARNING SIGNALS
T e x t : H ow shall w e escape, if w e n e g le c t . . . ? (Heb. 2:1.)
In tr o d u c tio n :

A doctor, beside a dying man, said, “ The greatest tragedy
a doctor faces is to see a man die unnecessarily.”
The apostle gives examples of those who neglected God and
suffered punishment, then asks, “ How shall we escape?”
I.

The P

A.
B.
II.

T

A.
B.
III.

L

ost

O p p o r t u n it ie s

P ro cesses

of

S in ’s H

a r d e n in g

Hardening by sinning against light.
Hardening by rejection of overtures of mercy.
of

S in ’s W

ages

For sin is expensive to the individual.
For sin is expensive to the nation.

The P

A.
B.
C

he

T he P ayment

A.
B.
IV.

e n a lty of

Opportunities for personal spiritual advancement.
Opportunities for promoting spirituality in others.

a in of

S in ’s T

orm ent

Sin gravitates to suffering as a law of nature.
Sin gravitates to suffering as a law of God.

o n c l u s io n :

David Browning was asked about people living in the crater
of a volcano, “ Isn’t there danger of eruption?” He replied, “ They
will be safe if they don’t neglect to heed the warning when it
begins to rumble.”
E g P hillips
38

The Preacher's Magazine

January 22, 1956
Morning Subject: A GOD OF ACTION
T ext: I Kings 18:24
In t r o d u c t io n :

A.
B.

Religion reduced to its basic element is a man choosing a god.
There are many gods today: power, possessions, state, secu
rity, success, self.
The god “ self” has many devotees. Paul, in Gal. 5 :19-21,
enumerates the sins which result from the worship of “ self.”
The true God today must possess certain characteristics.

C.
D.
I.

H e M u st B e O n e to W h o m
l a t in g

A.

G iv e M y s e l f W i t h o u t V i o 

A ll human beings are members of human race, therefore
impossible to worship any without violating that relationship.
The sin of idolatry is worshiping someone or something less
than God.

B.
II.

I C an

M y R e l a t io n s h ip t o A n y O t h e r H u m a n B e in g .

H e M ust

Be

O ne

W ho

G iv e s

as

M u ch

as

or

M ore

th a n

He

D em ands.

A.
B.
III.

What does He demand? M y all.
What does He give? His all.

H e M ust B e

A.
B.
C.

O ne

W ho

Can

E n ter

in to

M y

E veryd ay

L iv in g .

Who comforts in life’s sorrows.
W ho supports in life’s strain.
Who fails not in life’s crises.
E.

S.

P h il l ip s

Evening Subject: DELAYED ACTION
When I have a convenient season . . . (Acts 24:25).

T e x t:

I n tr o d u c tio n :

A.

God uses agencies to convict men.
1. Agency of a Spirit-filled life
2. Agency of a Spirit-filled message
God presses for decisions now, but man presumes on God’s
mercy and delays action.

B.
I.

H

e

A.
B.
C.
II.

H

H

A.
B.
C.

elayed by

F a c in g C

o n v ic t io n

W

it h o u t

Y

e

D

elayed b y

F a il in g

to

R

e c o g n iz e a

D

iv in e

V

is it a t io n

.

God visits in time of sickness.
God visits in time of bereavement.
God visits in time of revival.
God visits in time of calamity.
e

D

elayed b y

F

e a r in g

O p in io n s

of

O thers.

Fearing opinion of companions.
Fearing opinion of fellow associates.
Fearing opinion of general public.
E. S.

January, 195S

ie l d in g .

Conviction is an indictment of God.
Conviction indicates a need.
Conviction should inspire repentance.

A.
B.
C.
D.
III.

D

P h illip s
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January 29, 1956
Morning Subject: A COMMAND OF GOD
T e x t : I Peter 1:16
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A.

B.
C.
I.

It

A.
B.
II.

Recently I read that our age is classified as “ The A ge of the
Asterisk,” meaning the age of references needing footnotes
to explain.
The commands of God are always in the “ Age of the Period,”
speaking with authority and finality.
Six reasons why we should obey this command to be holy.
Is a R e q u i r e m e n t W e M a k e o f O u r s e l v e s .
Every man intuitively knows the kind of life he should live.
Notwithstanding natural goodness, without holiness man
knows there is a lack.

I t Is a R e q u i r e m e n t f o r T r u e H a p p in e s s .

A.
B.

True happiness is not determined by circumstances.
True happiness results from right relationship to God, to
things, to others.
III. It Is a R e q u i r e m e n t f o r R e a l A t t a i n m e n t .
A. Carnal disposition— temper—inclination limit personal de
velopment.
B. Only sanctified persons can rightly fulfill mission in life.
IV. I t I s a R e q u i r e m e n t f o r V i c t o r i o u s C h r i s t i a n L i v i n g .
A. Reverses carnal human tendencies.
B. Enables us to live above tug of environment.
V.
It Is a R e q u i r e m e n t f o r F e l l o w s h i p w i t h G o d .
A. How can two walk together unless they agree?
VI. It Is a R e q u i r e m e n t t o B e c o m e a R e s i d e n t o f t h e C i t y o f G o d .
E. S. P

h il l ip s

Evening Subject: ABANDONED BLESSINGS
T e x t : I Samuel 9: 2
In t r o d u c t io n :

The history of the life of Saul should be a lesson to all people
that G od’s blessings can be forfeited.
I.

G

A.
B.
C.
II.

ad

By
By
By
By

D.

S ig n a l l y B

lessed

S aul.

ave

E v id e n c e

of

T hese B

l e s s in g s .

a changed heart (I Sam. 10:6-9)
a changed life (verse 11)
a deep humility (verses 14-16, 22)
absence of retaliation (11:13)

S aul G

A.
B.
C.

40

H

Physically
Temperamentally
Spiritually

S aul G

A.
B.
C.
D.
III.

od

ave

E v id e n c e T

hat

H

e

A

bandoned

By his disobedience (15:3-15)
B y his pride (13:9)
By his jealousy (18:8-9)
By his own testimony ( 2 8 : 15)

T

h ese

B

l e s s in g s .

E. S. P h il l ip s
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GRATITUDE OR GRUMBLING IN 1956?
Luke 13:10-17
Luke 13:12-13

S c r ip t u r e :
T

ext:

In t r o d u c t io n :

In this “ sample case” of the glorious things wrought by divine
compassion and pow er there are three pictures which can help
us to choose which attitude we shall adopt during the coming ^par.
I.
A W o m a n H e lple ss, b u t N ot H opeless
Apparently her trouble was a permanent curvature ot the
spine— as a Christian doctor, Luke senses a deeper cause, “ a spirit
of infirmity.” In the mystic region of personality where soul and
body meet, a paralysis, a satanic frustration; a spirit of infirmity
but not an infirm spirit! Helpless, but not hopeless.
A. She knew her duty— in spite of affliction, personal appearance,
exertion needed, perplexity of mind, “ in the synagogue.” Ha
bitual worshiper, where others have only excuses and not
reasons for absence.
B. She lived in hope— “ could in no wise lift up herself.”
C. She had preserved her faith— “ a daughter of Abraham” ; not
because of nationality, physical appearance, but the possession
of the same quality of faith— she believed God was still a
present help in trouble.
II.
A S a v i o u r a s L o g i c a l a s H e Is L o v i n g
A. In all the miracles of Jesus, compassion and common sense
are blended.
B. In four words we see the loving compassion of Jesus.
1. “ Saw.” L ove’s vision— a man’s character is revealed by
the things he sees; Jesus always had eyes for the suffering
ones.
2. “ Called.” Love’s association— some would avoid the
grotesque, the physically repulsive. Jesus never.
3. “ Said.” L ove’s inspiration— “ Thou art healed . . . ” before
the work was done. Love always inspires faith.
4. “ Laid his hands . . . ” L ove’s transformation— “ she was
made straight.”
C. That love is also logical.
1. Jesus recognized that sickness does not come from God.
2. Sunday is a sacred, but also a sensible, day. Jesus liberated
“ Sunday” but gave no room for license.
3. He recognized that hyprocrisy and destructive criticism
are inseparable. “ Thou hypocrite,” less for a human being
than a beast, less for others than self-interest.
III. A L i f e D e l iv e r e d a n d D e d i c a t e d
A. “ She was made straight, and glorified God.” The afterward
of saving grace is always all-impoi-tant. We are delivered
to glorify God.
January, 1956
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B.
C.

Possible to be wonderfully saved and yet live for self in many
aspects— to be “ living thieves.”
Illus. of ex-jockey in Bible class hearing of Jesus entering
Jerusalem on unbroken colt, controlling it amid crowds, etc.,
said, “ My, what hands He must have had'” He still has the
same hands to make us straight in character, life, and worship
throughout 1956 and to eternity.
A l b e r t J. L o w n , Pastor
Lisburn Church, N. Ireland

IF I HAD BUT A YEAR TO LIVE
Set thine house in order (Isa. 38:1).

T e x t:

I n t r o d u c t io n :

A.

B.
C.
I.

I W o u ld M a k e S u re I W a s R ig h t w it h

A.
B.
II.

III.

IV .

I W o u l d B e a B ig S o u l

I would try to be like Jesus in my attitudes and conduct.
I would forgive all.

I W ou ld L ose M y

A.
B.
C.
D.

42

G od

The Bible declares the importance of being right with God
(Matt. 5:29; 26:24).
No price would be too great to pay for me to have this
knowledge.

I W o u ld M a k e S u re M y H e a rt W a s P u re
A. Make sure the mind of the flesh was crucified.
B. Be sure that Christ was the center and circumference of my
life.
I W o u l d M a k e S u r e I W a s R ig h t w i t h M y F e l l o w M a n
A. I would restore anything I had taken wrongfully.
B. If I had spoken falsely of anyone, I would like to correct it
if possible.
C. I would thankfully recognize the worth of every man.
A.
B.

V.

Life becomes cluttered with things, easy to lose the way.
1. Every contact in life has an influence upon us.
2. Our courses have been altered by time and circumstances.
Our egos are bolstered by the successes of life.
If we knew that we had but a year to live, our props would
be swept away.

L if e in

S e r v ic e

to

G od

and

M en

I would carry a greater burden for the lost.
I would preach, teach, sing, exhort with a greater imper
ativeness.
I would pray with greater sincerity.
I would testify with more boldness.
K e n n e t h A. H u t c h i n s o n
Pastor, First Church
Pontiac, Michigan
The Preacher's Magazine

FACING AN UNKNOWN FUTURE
S c r ip t u r e :

Joshua

1 :1 -9

In t r o d u c t io n :

Moses, the great leader of ancient Israel, was dead. God was
raising up a new leader in the person of Joshua to carry on His
work. It was a very uncertain future which Joshua faced, as
this tremendous responsibility was thrust upon him. But Joshua
found strength and courage in the promises of God.
As we face the uncertainties of life, we may find strength and
courage also in the example of Joshua, and the promises which
G od gave him.
I. I t W a s N o E a s y T a s k

to

W h ic h

J o sh u a W as C alled.

A. Moses had proved a great leader, and it would be no small
thing to try to fill his place.
B. Israel, though a great people, were rebellious and hard to lead.
C. There were enemies to be conquered— they were going into
a fight. Every foot of ground in Canaan would be contested.
II.

B u t J o sh u a H ad M u c h to E n courage H im .

A. He had the call of God— “ The Lord spake unto Joshua.
1. It was more than the call of man, a political office, or a
profession.
2. When God calls He always qualifies His servant for the
task assigned.
God did not make a Joshua into a Moses, but equipped him.
3. To know that one is doing G od’s will gives courage to face
an unknown future.
B. He was strengthened by the co-operation of the people.
1. Moses had spoken words of encouragement.
2. He had the support of his officers under him (vv. 16-18).
C. He had the promises of God to rest upon.
1. The promise of the Divine Presence.
“ As I was with Moses . . . ”
2. The promise of conquest.
“ Every place that the sole of your foot . . . ”
“ There shall not any man be able to stand . . . ”
3. Prosperity and success assured upon conditions.
III. J o s h u a 's

S uccess

W as

C o n d it io n e d

u pon

:

A. Courage— “ Be strong and of a good courage.”
Fear exaggerates difficulties, murmurs at duties, shrinks from
reproaches, postpones duty, hates God with bitterness of
despair.
1. Joshua had already exemplified this quality of character,
as one of the twelve spies (Num. 14:9).
2. A sense of G od’s presence gives courage.
Example: David going out against Goliath. (See Ps. 56:3.)
3. We must have courage to face the uncertainties of our day.
4. Courage is strength— fear is weakness.
January. 1956
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B. Devotion— “ This book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth.”
1. We must be true to God and to His Word.
2. We must live close to God in our prayer life.
C. Obedience— “ That thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law which Moses my servant command thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left.”
C

o n c l u s io n :

Many things might fail, but God says, “ I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.” With every duty comes the power to do it. With
the coming of each new day will come strength for the day. Let
us not be fearful nor anxious about the future. Trust all into
G od’s hands, and walk before Him with courage, devotion, and
complete obedience, and success and prosperity are assured.
— R a l p h A h l e m a n n , Pastor
Kenw ick Church
Lexington, K entucky

SUFFICIENCY— A BY-PRODUCT
T ext:

Matt. 6: 33

In t r o d u c t io n :

A. Man, victim of vicious dilemma: God and sin.
B. Loyalty to God— narrow, personal, exclusive.
C. Man’s total problem grew out of Eden’s perfection and earth’s
perplexities.
D. These words of Jesus represent:
I. P

r e r o g a t iv e

A. Personal privilege
B. Forced option
II. P

attern

A. Low Road
Necessities, beauty, favor, security, hope (these as end, dis
astrous)
II I . P l e a

A. Of Christ, the Sufferer
B. Of Christ, the Omniscient
IV.

P

r o m is e

A. An act of faith
B. The response of God (He committed himself)
V. P e r i l (Implied)
A. vv. 24-27— life’s storms
B. vv. 21-23— eternal welfare
C o n c l u s io n :

Solomon’s request and the subsequent abundance
arley
D o w n s , PastorSouth Side Church
Indianapolis, Indiana

— H
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THE ALL-SUFFICIENT SAVIOUR
S c r ip t u r e : J o h n
T ext:

6 : 5 -1 4

And they did all eat, and w ere filled, (Mark

6: 4 2 ).

I n t r o d u c t io n :

Story of this incident as told in John’s Gospel. This incident is
found in all four Gospels. Before Christ could work and before
we can have our needs met, we must:
I.

II.

t h e N eed
(John 6: 5; Matt. 14:15-16)
A. Before a doctor can prescribe a cure, he must recognize the
trouble.
B. Christ recognized the need of the group that day and of ours
today.
C. So we must recognize our need. Church needs a revival, be
liever needs sanctification (I Thess. 4:3; Heb. 12:14), and
sinner needs salvation (Rom. 3: 23; John 3:18).
I l l u s .: We see so many here in Trinidad who are sin-sick,
and yet they do not know what is wrong. I am thinking of one
young lady who heard our “ Showers of Blessing” program
and came to hear Brother Harmon. He quoted John 3:16,
and she said she had never heard it before. But she was glad
she heard it and soon found peace.

R e c o g n iz e

(John 6 : 9)
A. Before Christ could work He had to find a willing lad. He
has no hands, feet, or voice but ours. The disciples said it
couldn’t be done.
B. Lad only had a little lunch. It was given to the Lord. Our
little in His hands becomes much to those about. Moses had
only a rod. David had only a sling.
C. W e must becom e willing channels. Church must pray, pay,
and work. Believer must consecrate his all (Rom. 12:1-2).
Sinner must confess and believe (I John 1:9; etc.).

H ave a

W il l in g

C hannel

A l l - s u f f i c i e n t S u p p l y — J e s u s (John 6 : 12-13 and text)
A. A ll were filled and there was much left over (Eph. 3: 20).
B. So all can find in Him the need of their lives.
H o w a r d S a y e s , Missionary
Trinidad. British W est Indies

III. T h e

Minister
In the New Testament a minister is a diakonos, literally, “ one who
goes through the dust”— the figure of the camel driver who walks
through the dust leading the camel while another is seated on top.
— E . S. J o n e s
January, 1956

45

TRIFLING WITH ETERNAL TRUTH
He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall sud
denly be destroyed, and that without rem edy (Prov. 29:1).

T ext:

God is fair with all men. The Spirit is sent t o “ con
vict of sin . . . ” God is not willing that any should perish.
The long-suffering of God is one of His most marvelous charac
teristics. Contrast with the impatience of men. The refusal of
men in the light of His mercy is hard to understand. Three reasons
why the process in the text takes place.

I n t r o d u c t io n :

I. T e m p o r a l i t i e s D

ecrease

O

ur

D

e s ir e s f o r

G

od.

A . Our strong tendency to worship material success.

1. Consumes our energies until we are wrung dry emotionally
and spiritually.
2. An unseen power in material success that without God
destroys spirituality.
B. The price is too high.

1. “ What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?”
2. “ The time will come when he will find himself in a darkened
room, with the shades drawn, and everyone walking on tip
toe and conversing in whispers.”
II.

T im e D im i n is h e s O u r O p p o r t u n it ie s .

A. This law holds for the Christian as well.
1. Procrastination about those things you should have done.
2. One of hell’s greatest weapons—put it off.
B. The life span is short at the longest.
1. Future unknown.
2. Headlines in an age of speed cry warning.
C. Today is all we have.
1. Every benediction says, “ One less opportunity of finding
G od.”
2. “ Those who expect salvation at the eleventh hour often
die at ten-thirty.”
III. T r i f l i n g D e a d e n s O ur S e n s i b i l i t i e s .

A. Paul described the finished condition of some— “ past feeling”
(Eph. 4:19).
B . Christians, losing their first love, can trifle with truth until
lulled into a deadening sleep.
Whether it is material success, procrastination, or trifling
that has caused you to grow lax toward the things of God, do
something about it today; for the result is the same for all who
take this road, “ shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy.”

C o n c l u s io n :

G

eorge

G

Pastor

raw burg,

Corning, California
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Book of the Month Club Choice
B A S K E T S O F SIL V E R

B y C. R oy A ngell (Broadm an, $2.00)
H ere are fourteen superior sermons by the man who gave us Iron Shoes,
a book w hich snuggles in a warm spot on many of you r library shelves.
I believe you w ill find B askets of Silver equally as good, and some will
think it better than Iron Shoes.
W e have not chosen a b ook o f sermons in our B ook of the Month
Club selection for quite some time. But w hen you r B ook Man got his
nose into this one, he instinctively said, “ If I belonged to the B ook of the
Month Club, here is one I w ould want.” This book of sermons w ill “ wrap
you u p” or I am mistaken. It has serm onic warm th of a fine order, and
the illustrations shine. They are the kind that fairly beg to be used; and
what I liked about them, they are not the hackneyed ones that have been
used ever since A dam first started preaching.
R eferring to doctrine, let us be honest with you. This is not written
by a man of W esleyan persuasion. Y et only in a few places will you find
deviations theologically from the W esleyan position. In the “ Cross P ull”
the author infers that Romans 7 is the accepted norm for Christian living
— that is very bad exegesis. But others such as “ The Interrupted Serm on”
will m ore than recom pense you.
TH E G R A M M A R O F P R O P H E C Y

B y R. B. G irdlestone (K regel Publications, $2.50)
This b ook is distinctive and unlike other books on prophecy. It wholly
lacks too dogmatic statements. The author is cautious, sane, scholarly, and
scriptural. Prophetic term inology is system atically discussed and its gram 
m ar traced and explained. The scientific m ethod of interpreting language
of B iblical prediction is clearly set forth. It is strictly premillennial, of
course, but evasive of strained interpretations and personal notions. The
author “ leans over backw ard” if anything in order to be fair and sensible.
This b ook w ill safely guide the student into the realms of prophetic truth.
It cham pions no pet theory and is far rem oved from extremism. The very
title is intriguing and suggestive, yet withal clarity of statement is seen on
every page. A basic understanding o f the grammar of prophetic truth is in 
dispensable to the student and this b ook supplies the need as no other book
I have read. It is an invaluable aid to the beginner o f the study of prophecy,
and the advanced student w ill use it constantly as a w ork of reference. It
is a M U ST book. (E. E. W .)
PA STO R AN D CHURCH

B y G ilbert L. Guffin (Broadm an, $2.00)
Dr. Guffin, as a Baptist minister, w rote prim arily for Baptists. H ow 
ever, there is m uch material revealing the general technique to be executed
by any alert pastor. He clearly shows how to build the church membership,
Sunday school, youth organizations, and so forth. A n d the chapter on
“ C hurch P ublicity and P ublic Relations” is w orth its weight in gold. The
book is devoted to u p -to -d a te methods for progressive church w ork in
either rural com m unities or large centers of population. It has real merit.
(E. E. W .)
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W H Y Y O U S A Y IT

B y W ebb B. Garrison (A bingdon, $3.95)
It was Jowett who said of preaching (using a reverent paraphrase),
“ In the beginning is the w ord.” Certainly w e who proclaim publicly the
glorious gospel have but the one tool— words, so should make w ords our
vocation.
If you can spare the fare you w ill get hours and hours o f delight out
of this book— as well as heaping heartfuls of helpfulness. Y ou w ill enjoy
using the w ords you have w ell known. Y o u will laugh at you r old favorites,
and shake hands with new friends in this w ord-realm . Sayings that w e have
grow n up with w ill yield up their secret; w ords will begin to sing.
These studies in w ords w ere form erly published in installments in a
great variety of magazines. N ow gathered in one volum e for the collector
of correct sayings they are grouped in a w ay to make the b ook very usable
and practical.
N U RSE , P A S T O R , A N D P A T IE N T

B y Granger W estberg (Augustana, $1.00)
The author is recognized as a leader in the chaplaincy ministry within
the Lutheran church.
The material is grouped under tw o main headings: The Nurse and the
Patient, The Nurse and the Pastor. The topics discussed are: The N urse’s
Task; Listening to the Patient; The Needs of the W hole Man; The V alue of
Religious Literature; The Use of P rayer in the Sickroom .
W e could w ell wish that a m ore positive spiritual note w ere included
relative to getting people saved in the time of hospital confinem ent. A nd
the reference to tracts is certainly too negative. B ut it is the kind o f book
that a fam ily or pastor can w ell give to a girl in nurse’s training, for it really
m ajors on the nurse contribution.
TH E Y E A R S O F O U R L O R D

B y Charles M. C row e (A bingdon, $2.50)
Seventeen sermons on various high points in the life o f Christ. Not
liberal in its interpretation, but it does lack positive evangelical and
evangelistic emphasis. It smacks of carefulness and fear of being too d o g 
matic in opposing wrong. It is the opposite of hard-hitting serm on material.
A M ORE EXCELLENT W A Y

B y Ruth N othstein (Augustana, $1.00)
Pardon me, Mr. Preacher, if I tune you out and talk a m inute with you r
wife. A nd of course I do want to talk to those charm ing w om en w h o are
lady pastors.
This is a different kind of b ook to be listing in the P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z i n e ,
for it is a “A H andbook for Church W om en.” The title w ou ld never suggest
that, and let’s be honest, it is not a treatise on perfect love (as the title might
im ply). It is a practical and decidedly spiritual discussion of the problem s
(multitudinous, I guess is the proper adjective) that beset the w om en w ho
bear so many of the duties of church work.
Part I speaks to the heart of the wom an herself— priority of time to
keep spiritual, prayer, worship, spiritual victory. Church w om en must be
buoyant as well as busy— this is the plea.
Part II deals with the various calls for service that com e tripping to her
door (or to her p h on e). H ow shall she accept, and if so h ow shall she p re 
pare and do a passingly acceptable jo b ?
It is a Lutheran publication and thus denom inationally beamed, but
you, my esteemed fem inine w ork er of faith, w ill get you r value from it, I
rest assured.
The Preacher's Magazine
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Systematic Giving . . .

j

Systematic Records . . .
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

W eekly Tithing Envelope System

Complete information and free samples will
be sent upon request.

Here is a book you could profitably distribute
to your members just before starting your Ev
ery Sunday Tithing Envelope System for a
new year.
It will refresh those who already give faith
fully; it will convict those who are not yet
convinced of the benefits of tithing. The results
— more cheerful and systematic givers.
22 pages, paper 25c; 12 for $2.50; 50 for $10.00

Uniform Church Accounting

M onthly Report Blanks

Systematic givers are better givers. Use this
already successfully proven Every Sunday
Tithing Envelope System to encourage regular
weekly giving.

A treasurer’s record
book
specifically for
Nazarene churches and
designed so even those
who are not experienced
bookkeepers may find it
easy to keep the church
records.
Included are instruc
tion page, membership
roll for 273 names, cash
receipts and disburse
ments
column
pages,
and summary sheets for
monthly and annual reports.
Printed on high-grade paper.

Specially p r e p a r e d
forms to be used with
the “ Uniform Church A c
counting" book
when
giving monthly reports to
the pastor and church
board. For each depart
ment there is a pad of
twenty-five forms and an
annual summary sheet.

Size 9V6 x 14".

Cloth board

S3.50

Local Church Report
Sundav-School Report
N.F.M.S. Report
N.Y.P.S. Report
Each pad of 25 forms. 25c

Church Treasurer s Record
Highly recommended treasurer's record book
for the weekly envelope system. It covers ev
ery phase a church would want for keeping
accurate and up-to-date records of individual
giving.
Available for both the single and duplex
pocket envelope system. Cloth-board binding.
No. 1-S (320 names) For single-pocket envelopes
$2.75
No. 1-D (208 names) For duplex-pocket envelopes
$2.85
NOTE: For other important forms and books helpful in keep
ing more effective records, see pages 158-60 of our General
Catalog— F R E E upon request.

Begin the New

CONTRIBUTION RECEIPT FORM
A receipt to be distributed annually
to regular contributors. Space is provided
to insert the total amcunt of money con
tributed through the various channels of
the church.
Each member will find this form an
important reference when figuring income
tax deduction. Comes in pads of fifty,
duplicate.
No. R-70 65c each pad; 2 pads for $1.00

Year with These Important A ids

N A Z A R E N E
Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7 , California

For Income Tax Deduction

P U B L I S H I N G
2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527
Kansas City 41, Missouri

H O U S E
1592 Bloor S t ., W.
Toronto 9, Ontario

For Your
1956 Ministry
A Valuable Source of Daily Inspiration
S T R E N G T H FO R T O D A Y
By Bertha Munro
A NEW daily devotional that is becoming increasingly popular among ministers
everywhere.
As you read from these pages from day to day, you will find out, as so many
others have, how each meditation seems to have a heart-searching v/ay of reaching you
just where and when you need it most. Truly a Spirit-inspired book.
384 pages, cloth board

S2.50
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Ideal for Giving Tool

i\VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVWVVVVV\\VVV\VWVVVVWVVVVVVVVVVVVVWVV

TRUTH FOR TO D A Y
An earlier published daily devotional by Bertha
Munro filled with rich, uplifting comments for everyday
Christian living.
380 pages, cloth
S2.00

A Resourceful Tool of Workable Ideas

D O R A N S M IN IS T E R S M A N U A L
Compiled by M. K. W. Heicher and G. B. F. Hallcck
A widely used study and pulpit guide of facts, ideas, and suggestions for the
busy pastor.
Included among its many features are morning and evening sermon outlines for
every Sunday of the year, illustrative and homiletical material, funeral meditations,
poems, table of dates. All conveniently classified and concisely indexed.
395 pages, cloth

S2.75

Receive Fult-Year Benefit—O r d e r A T O N C E
NAZARENE
Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7 , California

PUBLISHING
2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527
Kansas City 4 1 , Missouri

HOUSE
1592 Bloor S t ., W .
Toronto 9 , Ontario

