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"To some, masks communicate a belief in medical science and a desire to protect one’s
neighbor from contagion. To others, a mask communicates oppression, government
overreach, and a skepticism toward established scientific principle..” (lke et al., 2021).

Figure 1. Protesters with opposing mask signs by Amy Beth Bennet, SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL VIA AP. Retrieved from https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/as-kids-head-
back-to-school-battles-over-masks-are-pitting-parents-against-governors Copyright 2021 by National Geographic.



INTRODUCTION

-Misinformation spread throughout the pandemic has
created many opinions about mask-wearing among the

y pUb"C.

'/" -Health literacy is a large factor in preventing the spread
of misinformation.

( |

E -Is there a correlation between one’s level of health

literacy and their knowledge and attitudes towards
———  masks? Do demographics and psychographics come into

play?






DOES MASK WEARING ACTUALLY WORK?
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INFORMED CONSENT KNOWLEDGE AND
ATTITUDES

02

HEALTH LITERACY
SSESSMENT




Nutrition Facts
Serving Size ¥z cup
Servings per container -

Amount per serving

Calories 250 FatCal 120

Total Fat 1
Sat Fat 9g

Cholesterol 28mg

Sodium 55mg

Total Earhuhydratn 309

Dietary Fiber 2g

Sugars 23g

Protein 4g

*Percentage Daily Values (DV) are based on a
2,000 calorie diet. Your daily values may

be higher or lower depending on your

calorne needs.

Ingredients: Cream, Skim Milk, Liquid
Sugar, Water, Egg Yolks, Brown Sugar,
Milkfat, Peanut Qil, Sugar, Butter, Salt,
Carrageanan, Vanilla ExtracL

Score Sheet for the Newest Vital Sign

Questions and Answers

READ TO SUBJECT: This nformation is on tha bad
o & orlairee of a pint ol i oream,

1. Wy eal the erdiee corlames, Frowy marry calomnes will yoa eal 7
Answndr: [0 ks nhw Oy COFTRCT 0Ny

£ W yoau are allowed 10 eal 60 grame of carbohvdrates 24 a wnack,
hyd ImLCT BCOE Cream Coaid pou Favet

Answarr Any of ifw folowang & comect [ copp jor any amooned ap fo 1 oup),
Half the contamer Node: If pahent answers “two serangs, " ask How much
ice creavn woulkd al be i wou were [0 memiuee i inlo o bowl.”

1. Your docior advises you o reduce the amount of saturated st in your diet.
You vsualy have 47 g of waburated Far each day, which inclucdes. one serving
of loe cream. I you stop eating koe ceeam, how many grams of saturabed Gt
would you be consumang each day!

Answer: 33 1 e only COFaCT animer

4, If you usualy eat #500 calories in a day, what percentage of your daily
value of calones will you be eating if pou eat one serving?

Anewiery 109 i3 Ihe only CoMmear arswer

READ TO SUBJECT: Pretomd that you are allergic to the following
substances: Penicillin, peanuts. latex gloves, and bee stings.

5. ks it s=fe for you to eat this ice oeam

Anewers No

& {Ask only if the patient responds “no’ to guestion 5icWhy not?
Answer; Because T has peanut adl

Interpratation Mumber of cormel s wers:

Sore of & 1 puggesns haglh bk elitood |50% or reore) of lssmed livracy
Score of 1-1 mdicetes the poaubilty of bmited ey,
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RESULTS

Health literacy

did NOT have a
significant effect

onh one's
knowledge or
attitudes

towards masks!

Females were
more likely to
wedar masks
than males
(p=0.0051;
0.00494).

Democrats,
Independents,
and those
with no
political
leaning had a
higher
likelihood of
adequate
knowledge of
masks than
Republicans
(p=0.0117).




Gender Differences in Sources of Information Concerning COVID-19
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Health Literacy and Sources of Information
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

e Was it the wrong timing?
e Different population, different results?

* |s there a bigger influence on mask-
wearing than just health literacy?

FUTURE RESEARCH

e The effect of information sources
on the spread of misinformation.



ULTIMATELY, how can
more lives be saved In
future public health
crises?
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