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WHO LIKES
STORIES?



Famous Historical Fiction



DID YOU KNOW

anything can be
historical fiction?



HISTORICAL FICTION

"Historical fiction makes us feel, as a
protagonist, what would otherwise be lost to
us. It transports us into the past." 1

1 Brayfield and Sprott, 28.



AREAS OF INTEREST

How long did it last?
Who was involved?

What were the effects?

The Great
Persecution

What is Donatism?
How is it distinct?

How did they effect
Christian history?

How much did culture
affect its course?

North Africa
Donatism

What is his role?
What was his impact?

How should I view
him?

Constantine

How important was it?
How can I use it in the

context of my story?

Council of
Nicaea





GREAT PERSECUTION
303- imperial edict of Nicomedia, issued by Diocletian

311- unofficial wane

313- Edict of Toleration





PHRYGIA
Known for King Midas

Located in central Asia Minor

“Before Constantine, Christianity in Asia Minor took the form of
a multitude of separate, more or less isolated communities… small
communities, with horizons extending not far beyond their
immediate neighbors, and few common institutions which would
have served to bind the region together as a whole.” 2

2 Thonemann, 199.



NORTH AFRICA
Carthage

Metropolis in modern-
day Tunisia

Decline after the Punic
wars until the Christian
era

Donatism

Schism in the African
Church

Doves to hawks

traditores





CONSTANTINE THE GREAT
Was he really that Great?

Christian? Politician? Expansionist?

“It is Donatism—technically, perhaps, a schism rather than a
heresy, for the rent it caused in the one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church was not first and foremost doctrinal.
Ecclesiological convention has it that whereas heresy is
opposed to faith, schism is opposed to love…” 3

3 Quash and Ward, 83.



Donatism Early History
304

Height of the
Persecution

Martyrs of Abitina

311

Caecilian vs. Majorinus

313-314

Majorinus' death

Council of Arles

317

Skirmish at Carthage





325

Fundamental for Christianity
going forward

NICAEA



“The council of Nicaea met on 20 May 325. Only half a
dozen bishops came from the Latin West; the bishop of
Rome excused himself but sent two deacons to represent
him. But it was a representative gathering of the Eastern
churches, comprising 250 to 300 bishops from all the
Greek-speaking provinces. Constantine himself presided at
the crucial debates on the doctrinal issue, and took an
active part in guiding the discussion.” 4



4 Jones, 87.



LEGEND SAYS...



CHARACTERS
Accius - MC (1st limited POV)

Petrus - father, conflict drives
Accius away

Talitha, Cyrus - foil characters

Majorinus, Donatus, Athanasius -
historical figures, what are their

roles?












Research Planning Writing Review



PEER
REVIEW

Come see me!
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