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anything can bé

historical fiction?

DID YOU KNOW




HISTORICAL FICTION

"Historical fiction makes us feel, as a
protagonist, what would otherwise be lost to
us. It transports us into the past.” 1

1 Braytield and Sprott, 28.



AREAS OF INTEREST

The Great

Persecution

e How long did it last?
e  Who was involved?
e What were the effects?

North Africa

Donatism

What is Donatism?
How is it distinct?
How did they effect
Christian history?
How much did culture
affect its course?

Constantine

What is his role?
What was his impact?

How should I view
him?

Council of

Nicaea

e How important was 1c?
e How can [ use it in the
context of my story?
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GREAT PERSECUTION &

303- imperial edict of Nicomedia, issued by Diocletian
311- unofficial wane

313- Edict of Toleration



In the weeks shortly after my father’s arrest, through the days when we struggled to find the mundane
in the irregular, a flock without our shepherd, we trusted more to hope for the best than we did later.

“Perhaps it is a misunderstanding,” they once said, despite how the word spread of martyrs suffering for
the sake of their Lord. Or even stranger, famed traditores—betrayers of the faith, lost to eternity. “Perhaps they
will let him go.” Perbaps they will not harm bim, everyone thought, yet none said. We knew wishing for such
fortune was foolish and beyond reason. The emperors needed no reason to lavish their cruelty on us Christians.

“Perhaps Christ will return and he will be spared.” That, I found, was the most disagreeable premise of
all. The thought alone of the Parowusia bewildered me, and the signs of the times only convinced us all the more
that it would soon come. However, I didn’t want others to tell me how to feel, what to believe. I could see for
myself that Christ, who my father served so unabashedly, was the very reason he spent those three years in prison.

Why, then, would He cause him—all of them—rto suffer needlessly if the divine plan was for Him to return

tomorrow? Why, then, were more ﬂﬂling away every day?

Everything had felt both right and wrong at the same time, leaving me, a child, with an unsettled faith

and nothing but waning hopes to steady me.




PHRYGIA

Known for King Midas
Located in central Asia Minor

“Before Constantine, Christianity in Asia Minor took the form of
a multitude of separate, more or less isolated communities... small

communities, with horizons extending not far beyond their

immediate neighbors, and few common institutions which would
have served to bind the region together as a whole.” 2

2 Thonemann, 199.
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NORTH AFRICA

Carthage

Metropolis in modern-

day Tunisia

Decline after the Punic
wars until the Christian
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Donatism

Schism in the African
Church

Doves to hawks

traditores
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It was the largest of the buildings that held the most history, sneering down at those smaller than them

like kings who had grown too old for their kingdoms. But despite the weathered foundations of the metropolis,
every person, every thing moved like a single living creature, breathing, moving, every part with a role to fill.
Filled to a standard that was stufty and alien, as though I had stumbled upon an animal I had never seen before,
or a book with its pages opened to a foreign language. So much of it was like home—the market barters, the
merchants and the trades, even the state officials that walked the arenaceous streets.

But where our home in Phrygia had stood with its vast fields and sparse houses of mortar, Phrygia was
to Carthage as a stream was to a raging river. Strange as it was, I felt as if I had never stepped off the boat and was
still chartering through the sea. Even still, the seeds of the lower class were something somber, wriggling in dust
for the want to become something greater, to be seen. This was the single thing that I knew, something I saw in

Phrygia as well. Even in a city so lively as this, it was one more city waiting to be forgotten by its rulers.
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CONSTANTINE THE GREAT

Was he really that Great?
Christian? Politician? Expansionist?

“Ltis Donatism—technically, perhaps, a schism rather than a

heresy, for the rent it caused in the one, holy, catholic and

apostolic Church was not first and foremost doctrinal.
Ecclesiological convention has it that whereas heresy is
opposed to faith, schism is opposed to love...” 3

3 Quash and Ward, 83.
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“If we compromise, how can we remain set apart?”

“I am a vessel for Christ. But so are you.” Talitha’s eyes shed a darker hue. “And so are all who call

themselves Christians. That is how we are set apart. We allow Him to govern our actions. Such is not how the

world lives.”

I turned to the fields, the breeze singing a soft tune in my ears. “Then, how are we meant to live?”
asked.
When I looked back at Talitha, she was watching me, studying me. As if I were the only other person to

exist. And she still stood firm. “According to the purpose He calls you toward.”
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Nicens (reed |
Lve i one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
i, of all things visible and invisible. I Gelieve in one Cord
us Chrst, the only begotten Son of God; born of the Father
ore all ages. God from God; Light from Light, true God from
€ God, begotten not made, consubstantial with thie Father,

O 1 half 1 ugh Him all things were made. For us men and for our:
“The council of Nicaea met on 20 May bor 1 Llvation He came down_from fieaven, and by the Holy Spint

dozen bishops came from the Latin West: the blshop of as incamate of the irgin Mary and Gecams man. For g

resent ike He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, He suffered death
Rome €XCUS€d hlmSﬁlf bllt sent two dC acons to fﬁp G d b i Gl

e : crn with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
: : e gathering of the East
hlm. But it was a repI‘eSﬁl’ltath 5 . % H the the rght kand of the Father: He will come again in glory to
ChUI’ChGS Comprising 25() to 300 blShOpS rom a Judge the Gving and the dead and His Kingdom will fave no
D,

: : : ' AT end. I believe in the Holy s wit, the Lord the giver of fife, wio

. antine hlmself 1”681(16(1 b Sp gi
Greek—speakmg 1208 24 EARESE Const _ d = I proceeds from the Fathier and the Son, who with the Father
the crucial debates on the doctrinal issue, and took an and the Son s adored and g, i fios sy iR

| . ” the Prophiets. I believe in one holy, Cathiolic, and apastolic
® > : 1 lono 1 :
active part in guldmg the discuss - Church. I confess one baptism for tfe forgiveness of sins and I

look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the

world to come. Amen.
4 Jones, 87.




LEGEND SAYS...




CHARACTERS

Accius - MC (ist limited POV)

Petrus - father, contlict drives
Accius away

Talitha, Cyrus - foil characters

e Majorinus, Donatus, Athanasius -

historical figures, what are their
roles?




Research Planning



PEER
REVIEW

Come see me!







Brayfield, Celia, and Duncan Sprott. Writing Historical Fiction: A Writers’ and Artists’
Companion. London: Bloomsburg Publishing Public Limited Company, 2013.
Frend, W. H. C. The Donatist Church: A Movement of Protest in Roman North Africa.
Oxford scholarly classics. Oxford: New York: Clarendon Press; Oxford University
Press, 2000.
N x / O RK S C I T E D Frend, W.H.C. The Early Church. 1st Fortress Press ed. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1982.
Jones, A. H. M. The Later Roman Empire, 284-602: A Social Economic and
Administrative Survey. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986.
Leadbetter, Bill. “Constantine and the Bishop: The Roman Church in the Early
Fourth Century.” Journal of Religious History 26, no. 1 (February 2002): 1-14.
Miles, Richard, ed. The Donatist Schism: Controversy and Contexts. Translated texts
y - ¢ for historians, contexts. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2016.
“ Mutie, Jeremiah. “A Critical Examination of the Church’s Reception of Emperor
Constantine’s Edict of Milan of AD 313.” Journal of Ministry & Theology 25, no. 1
(Spring 2021): 3-29.
Quash, Ben, and Michael Ward, eds. Heresies and How to Avoid Them: Why It Matters
What Christians Believe. London: Peabody, Mass: SPCK; Hendrickson, 2007.
Rukuni, Rugare, and Erna Oliver. “Nicaea as Political Orthodoxy: Imperial
Christianity versus Episcopal Polities.” HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies 75,
g = —— no. 4 (September 30, 2019): 1-10.
foh Shaw, Brent D. Sacred Violence: African Christians and Sectarian Hatred in the Age of
; Augustine. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011.
o Thonemann, Peter. Roman Phrygia: Culture and Society, 2013.
Tilley, Maureen A. Donatist Martyr Stories: The Church in Conflict in Roman North
Africa. Senate House, Abercromby Square Liverpool, L69 3BX: Liverpool University
Press, 1996.




