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he name of today's game is “Super-speed.”

The rules of the game tend to give points for hurry-scurry, mad
scramble, slapdash, and super-sell. The growing attitude seems to be
“If a bigger one can be made, let's make it; if there is a faster way to get
to the top, let’s find it!”

It is refreshing to discover there is still something to be said for
endurance, perseverance, faithfulness, and staying power. Everyone
cannot get there the fastest, so if spectacular speed is the goal, most of
us are destined to be losers. But everyone can stay on the job until it
is finished. With staying power as our goal, all of us can be winners.

This is demonstrated for us in the events which followed Pentecost.
In the final paragraph of the Pentecost chapter there is a verse which
declares: “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).

You see, good things did not end on the Day of Pentecost. That is
the day they began. And what was begun was to continue. “And the
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved”
(v. 476, RSV).1

These Spirit-filled Christians continued steadfastly. They did not
stop. They would not quit. They refused to run. They had found the
secret of staying power.

There are some interesting aspects of their experience which should
enlighten and encourage us. Notice how the Holy Spirit manifested him-
self in their lives by enabling them to “continue steadfastly.”

He helped them to be teachable, for one thing, They “continued
steadily learning the teaching of the apostles” (v. 42, Phillips).2 They
did not “know it all.” They were willing to listen. They showed a whole-
some respect for leadership and authority, and were eager to learn.

1. From the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

2. From The New Testament in Modern English, copyright © by J. B. Phillips, 1958. Used by per-
mission of the Macmillan Co.
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Learn they did, and what they learned was “the apostles’ doctrine.”
Theology, of all things! We cannot afford the luxury of shortcuts in this
area of our discipleship. “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine”
was Paul’s exhortation to Timothy (1 Tim. 4:16), and the same advice
applies to us.

To say as some do, “Don’t preach theology, preach Christ,” is to
show a strange lack of understanding concerning theology. Theology is
knowledge of who Christ is, why He came, how He died. It is our under-
standing of how He arose from the dead and is now at the right hand of
God, making intercession for us. It is the basis for our belief that He is
coming again in glory to reign forever. Preach Christ without theology?
Christ is what theology is all about.

The staying power in the early Christians is also seen in their to-
getherness. Day after day they broke bread together. The word which
best characterizes their relationship with one another is “fellowship”
(v. 42). They worshipped together, they prayed together, they worked
and witnessed together. They loved one another so completely that they
brought all their possessions into a common treasury for distribution
among those of their number who had needs (v. 45).

The human person is made for fellowship. He is not designed to be
a “loner.” He needs to give and receive love, companionship, and under-
standing. This helps him master the art of “continuing steadfastly.”

Significant on the list of God-given qualities which kept the Spirit
of Pentecost manifested among them was the priceless habit of contin-
uing in prayer. There is an exciting story in the simple words “and in
prayers” (v. 426). It sounds trite, but it is true: Prayer changes things.
They knew that secret, and we should not forget it. No new plan, no
imaginative scheme, no bold innovation, no clever gimmick will ever
replace the power of prevailing prayer.

And don’t overlook the answers to prayer. Nothing feeds the faith of
a Christian like a few miracles in answer to his prayers. There were
“many wonders and signs” accompanying the persistent prayers of the
early Christians (v. 43).

Best of all, wonders are still happening today for those who con-
tinue to pray and believe. Lives are changed, peace comes to troubled
souls, homes that are on the brink of destruction are healed and happy
again, and God is still answering prayer.

With prayer and its answers, there is also the spirit of joy and
praise. They “did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God . . .” (vv. 466-47a). Phillips’ translation has it, “all the
people respected them.” 2

True, they were opposed, mistreated, threatened, and persecuted.
They knew how it felt to be mocked and ridiculed. They went every-
where preaching the gospel, and they went to prison too. But through it
all “they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

0 Lord, giue us a double portion of that kind of staying power.

The Preacher’s Magazine



GALL TO SERVIRNTHOOD

C. S. COWLES,

Professor, Northwest Nazarene College

Emergence of the
"Postpreaching” Era

new day IS @apparently dawning.
A fresh consciousness seems to

eye toward church growth. Which of
these tasks produced the greatest

be emerging. The priority of preachesults? Does anybody go to anyone’s

ing in pastoral ministry is undergoing
aradical reappraisal on many fronts.
A pulpit-centered ecclesiology is
being called into question by a dy-
namic theology of lay ministry.
Sweeping advances in the science of
communicology has rendered the
lone voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness obsolete.

Consider the rising tide of authori-
tative opinion.

Preaching is nonproductive. So say
the specialists in church growth.

The six principal functions to
which pastors have been conditioned
to devote their time were listed on an
overhead projector at a ministers’
conference | attended recently. They
were, in order of concentration: (1)
sermon preparation, (2) reading and
study, (3) administration, (4) pas-
toral work, (5) personal evangelism
and new member recruitment, (6)
training the laity for ministry. Our
leader, a knowledgeable representa-
tive from a large evangelical semi-
nary, invited us to analyze this tradi-
tional ordering of priorities with an
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church these days just to hear a ser-
mon? Does preaching draw crowds,
build attendance, and promote lay
participation?

Understanding myself to be one
“called to preach,” | found my own
answers to these rhetorical questions
disconcerting. We were also asked to
think about the superchurch pastors
whom we had heard, or of whom we
had read. How many of them attri-
buted their astounding success to
great pulpit work? Rather, did they
not speak of visitation outreach, bus
ministry, Bible studies, Sunday
school, discipleship, etc.?

Then we were challenged to con-
sider what might happen in our
churches if we reversed our tradi-
tional time priorities and were to give
ourselves to those activities most
likely to be fruitful in “growing a
church.”

Preaching is ineffective. There
may have been a day when preaching
exercised a compelling power in win-
ning converts,, changing character,
and affecting behavior. But, with a
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few notable exceptions, that era is
long gone. About the least effective
program of behavior modification
imaginable is that of a preacher ex-
horting passive parishioners to piety
from a pulpit placed far away and
high above the people. As one noted
pastor wrote in a theological journal,
“The great delusion of preachers is
that there is a direct relationship
between what is said from the pulpit
and what is done in the pew.”

Nowhere is this shift from pupit to
pew more apparent than in the ex-
plosive resurgence of New Testament
personal evangelism. Our decade has
witnessed an interest in and concern
for personal soul winning rivaling any
period in church history back to the
Early Church era.

My friend George just returned
from yet another ministerial con-
ference held at the posh retreat cen-
ter of a leading personal evangelism
organization. One of the featured
speakers apparently hadn't been
properly screened. Horror of horrors,
this renowned pulpiteer began to
exhort the thousand or so conferees
on their need to spend more time in
sermon preparation. He went so far
as to say that he didn’t consider his
principal Sunday sermon to be worth
the delivery if not backed up by one
hour of preparation for every minute
of preaching.

Whereupon, the obviously agitated
conference leader mounted the po-
dium and, after appropriate apolo-
gies, took direct issue with his dis-
tinguished guest.

“Think of all the sick, lonely, lost,
alienated people,” he said, “who will
never darken the door of your church
to hear your sermonic masterpiece.
Think of all the people who are
perishing for want of a drink of the
water of eternal life while you luxu-
riate in your cozy, book-lined study.”

Drawing himself up to full height,
he concluded his protest by asserting,
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“You can have your great sermons,
polished monuments to your preach-
ing eloquence. But give me men who
will walk the highways and hedges of
this world’s life and compel men, per-
sonally, one by one, to come to
Jesus.”

“Amen,” responded George. “Why
should | spend 10 hours in my study
when in that same amount of time |
could be dealing with four or five
people about their souls?”

Well, what could | say?

Preaching is only marginally rele-
vant. That is, preaching is but one of
many roles—and by no means the
most important, by which the pas-
tor sets the laity free for ministry.
Thanks to a sharper reading of Eph.
4:11 ff., the whole church is trembling
with the exhilarating insight that the
dividing wall between klaeros, “cler-
gy,” and laikos, “laity,” is being
broken down. In fact, the word for
“laity” doesn’'t even appear in the
Greek New Testament, according to
church renewal theologians. Now we
understand that the whole body of
believers is raised to the rank of laos,
“people of God,” and that the work of
ministry is entrusted not just to ec-
clesiastical “George” but to all the
saints.

In this liberating new environment
of the church that understands itself
to be a “congregation of the Spirit,”
the professional minister is released
from the centuries-long burden of
having to be the one and only spokes-
man for God. Now he is set free to
equip the saints for the work of min-
istry. For the Spirit is inciting a vari-
ety of gifts within the body by which
each ministers to the other, and all—
not just the pastor—minister to the
world.

In view of the fact that the Word of
God is now committed to many, the
solitary pulpit yields to “body life.”
And the pastor’s role becomes that
of being a coach, a facilitator, an ad-

The Preacher’s Magazine



ministrator, a manager, a trainer, an
enabler, a recruiter, a discipler, etc.
This is not to say that the traditional
half hour reserved for preaching
should be scuttled. To the contrary,
it ought to be seized and utilized by
the pastoral director for his all-
important equipping ministry.

But let the pastor avoid the ap-
pearance of “preaching.” Let him
either remove the pulpit altogether
or come down among the people.
Let proclamation become sharing.
Let preaching become teaching. Let
monologue give way to dialogue.
Let there be an abundance of testi-
monials, talk-back sessions, ques-
tionnaires, three-ringed binders,
multimedia presentations, musical
extravaganzas, conversational prayer,
small-group worship interaction,
hand-shakes all around—anything to
involve the total body in their cele-
brative life together. Like the con-
cert-master, let the pastoral director
orchestrate the various gifts within
the body in such a way that his solo
voice decreases and the rising chorus
of the servant community increases.

Yes, brethren, the evidence is over-
whelming. The facts are incontro-
vertible. The trends are irresistible.
Preaching is an anacronism of the
past. Sermons (a nonbiblical word)
are no longer relevant to the needs of
the church. Pulpit work is an in-
excusable dilution of time and tal-
ents. The time has come to convert
our studies into offices, trade in our
books for computers, transform our
pulpits into stages, and line our walls
with charts and graphs.

As | reluctantly face the facts, |
will have to admit that preaching is
as nonproductive as . ..

a hymn sung by the sea at eventide,

a walk along the John Muir Trail,

a love note scratched in the sand,

a candlelight dinner for two, or

lovers linking arms as they watch the
sun go down.

March, 1977

Perhaps they are right about
preaching. Who can compute its suc-
cess or measure its results? It seems
to me that it is as ineffective as . ..

a father flying a kite with his son,

a rainbow on the edge of summer’s
storm.

a moonlight stroll through a dew-
dusted meadow,

a Handel's Messiah filling the Ad-
vent air.

Let us confess it, brethren, that
preaching is as marginally relevant
in the church as . ..

a whispered “Will you marry me?”
a spoken “1 do,” or
an announcement, “It's a boy!”

Preaching employs a monologue
form of communication that is as
anachronistic and obsolescent as the
news delivered to my wife and me by
a green-robed surgeon regarding our
daughter: “The operation was a com-
plete success. The tumor was not ma-
lignant. We were able to get it all.”

What is preaching? Fundamental-
ly, it is an act of human speaking,
just words like ...

God created the heavens and the
earth,

God so loved you that He sent His
only Son,

God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself,

Christ died, was buried, and rose
again the third day,

Christ ascended to the Father and
makes intercession for us,

He who has the Son has eternal life.

Preaching has to do with pro-
nouncements like that—really incon-
sequential stuff. Let’s face it: Preach-
ing doesn’t really accomplish much.
All it does is pierce the heart, convict
the soul, awaken the dead, quicken
the spirit, and become the power of
God unto salvation for everyone that
believes.

It is difficult to discern any change
when real preaching occurs. After
all, why should we get excited when
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the Spirit of the Lord is upon us to
preach good news to the poor, to pro-
claim release to the captives, recov-
ery of sight to the blind, and to set
free those who are downtrodden? All
that happens is that sinners are con-
verted, saints are nourished, Satan
falls from heaven like lightning, the
Kingdom comes, eternal life dawns,
downcast spirits are raised, and the
people of God are carried on the
wings of the Word to sit in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus.

Considering how preaching has lost
its appeal to the masses, one wonders
what it was that over 1 million South
Koreans went out to see a few years
ago when they gathered outside
Seoul. Was it to hear a president? A
premier? A king? A pope? Was it to
hear a coach? A facilitator? An en-
abler? An equipper? A director? Or
was it simply to hear a preacher, an
evangelist, proclaiming the Good
News—and through an interpreter at
that?

One also wonders why it is that the
Sunday morning preaching service
seems to be consistently outdrawing
every other kind of activity in the
church, including Sunday school.
Why is it that, when pastoral vacan-
cies occur, churches still doggedly set
out to call a preacher? And why is it
that so few of our young people are
feeling a divine call to enable, facili-
tate, and train? Yet they continue to
be aroused by a misty-eyed, soul-
gripping, all-encompassing, and cap-
tivatingly compelling call to preach?

Considering how nonproductive,
how ineffective, and how irrelevant
preaching has proven to be, it is a
mystery past finding out why Jesus
came preaching, why He commanded
His disciples to preach the gospel to
every creature, why Paul felt a burn-
ing obligation to preach, why the
apostles ordered their servanthood
ministries to give priority to the
preaching of the Word, and why

6

every fresh breakthrough of spiritual
vitality in the history of the Church
has been keyed to great preaching. It
contradicts the evidence, violates
logic, and flies in the face of com-
munications research.

In short, it just doesn’'t make any
sense at all why it is that “God was
well-pleased through the foolishness
of the message preached to save those
who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21, NASB).1

1. From the New American Standard Bible, copy-

right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.

Are We Listening?
By George Eplin*

It happened so many years ago that |
had forgotten. But she hadn’'t. Many
things she had forgotten when | was her
pastor. What was it, then, that still
seemed fresh in her memory? She told me
in four words: “You listened to me.”

It came back to me as she continued,
“l was ill—bedfast. Our crops were in
the disaster state, and we were to lose
our land. You pulled a chair near the bed,
and as you listened, our spirits related
in understanding emotions. That was a
new day for me—for us—because you
listened to a woman with a broken spirit.
And after you had gone, | told my hus-
band who needed the same fortitude his
wife had received.”

Are you listening? Am 1? Or is the
present-day ministry a one-way verbiage
imposed upon those who are burdened
with the desire to tell understanding ears
where they hurt, how they hurt? How
they need to see the listener’s tears flow a
little instead of so many of his words.
The one who hurts will appreciate more
deeply what we say if first we have pro-
vided the much-needed ministry of lis-
tening.

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Loon Lake,
Wash.
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The Entrapment of Things

By G. Emery Pratt*

nce a person senses the convic-
tion that God's will for him is
to devote himself to the ministry, he
usually goes to great ends to give a
good account of himself in this field.

There is a course of study to pur-
sue. This may vary from the home
study course to a number of years at
college, with added years at semi-
nary, or perhaps a combination of all
of these. This intellectual prepara-
tion takes several of the most ener-
getic years of his life. It also demands
arduous work—mental work to
master the required subjects, and
physical work to secure the necessary
funds. During these years, tyrannical
demands prohibit one from many
social enjoyments. Even seemingly
necessary things are sacrificed as the
preacher-to-be presses toward the
goal.

Perhaps he is motivated by avision
of the position he will one day
occupy. He is intent upon attending
to the King’s business. In the enthu-
siasm of anticipation, he gladly goes
without things. There will be plenty
of time to acquire them when he is
pastor of “First Church.” Already he
is being lured into a concealed trap.
His thoughts are being led away from
spiritual to materialistic values. His
idea of achievement is becoming con-
ditioned to the false premise that an
accumulation of things in abundance
spells success.

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Waldoboro, Me.
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Then the glad day comes when the
D.S. informs him of a call to the
church at West Overshoe. They can-
not offer him much except a chal-
lenge, but he is strong and ambitious.
He will have that church going great
guns in no time. In the meantime
some secular work will enable him to
support his family and get some
needed things for the home, perhaps
a better automobile.

If he is not careful, he will yield to
two temptations: (1) to anticipate
larger financial returns in the near
future; (2) to surrender to the desire
for bigger and better things than his
present income warrants. Yielding to
these will result in a person whose
calling is to spiritual labors devoting
a large portion of his strength and
skill to the acquisition of material
things. Often this occurs so insid-
iously that one hardly realizes what is
happening to thwart the godly course
he originally set out upon. This will
retard the growth of his church and
jeopardize his likelihood of a call to a
stronger one.

Is there any way to escape the
tyranny of things? It is a rigorous
route. We must ever fix our eyes on
the Captain of our salvation. He was
“a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief.” He had not where to lay
His head. He was despised and re-
jected. The servant is not greater
than his Lord, and if one looks upon
Him rather to the more affluent
brethren in the ministry, he will
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know true joy and one day hear His
“well done.” Large doses of secret
prayer will do much to counteract
the encroachment of a materialistic
standard into our ministry. The pas-
tor must be a man of prayer.

God’s man has given some of his
best years in hard work and study,
plus the sacrifice necessary to pre-
pare to tell the blessed story of the
cross of Jesus. How tragic to abandon
the lofty ideal for the pursuit of
things.

Some pastors who began their min-
istry with great promise have been

The Old Testament concept of “priest”

has a relationship to today’s pastor

overcome with things. Their ministry
has been dwarfed. Some have drop-
ped out and surrendered to this insid-
ious foe.

Things! All our friends and neigh-
bors have them. There is nothing
really sinful about them. But an un-
due enchantment by them may cause
one to fail in the ministry. He may
even become a derelict, cast out on
the bleak shore of materialism. This
is a sad, indeed catastrophic, ending
for a career that began with such
glowing promise. Jesus said: “Take
heed, and beware of . . . things.”

The Minister as Priest

By Robert D. Branson*

o many of US the terms minister
T and priest are mutually exclu-
sive. We have let the modern church
shape our concepts about these
offices, and too often think that the
priest is an official of the Roman
Catholic church or some highly litur-
gical Protestant church. However, in
the Old Testament, the priest was
the divinely appointed leader of wor-
ship, and inasmuch as a minister is
the spiritual leader of a congregation,

* Associate professor of religion, Eastern Nazarene
College, Quincy, Mass.
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he, too, fulfills the office of priest. In
developing a biblical concept of the
ministry, it is necessary to ask, What
specifically were the responsibilities
of the priest, and how do they relate
to today’s minister?

The priest's primary task was to
lead the community in worship: sing-
ing, praying, sacrificing. The rituals
may have changed over the centuries,
and yet in every regular worship ser-
vice the people are still engaged in
singing, praying, and bringing an
offering to God. While there is no
denominationally prescribed pattern
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of worship, each church quickly gets
accustomed to doing things in a set
way. Often when supplying at a
church, 1 will ask if there is an order
of service. Usually some layman will
comment that that church follows
the leadership of the Spirit and does
not have a set ritual. He then pro-
ceeds to explain how many hymns to
sing before the offering, when to sing
the Doxology and offer the pastoral
prayer and whether or not there is a
special number in song.

An order of service, or ritual, is not
bad as long as it is not a rut. The
minister needs to control the service
—and not vice versa. A conscious
effort needs to be made not to allow a
haphazard order, or even a previously
planned order, to stifle worship. This
is a call, not to do something dif-
ferent every service, but to plan each
service for its maximum effect. The
people gather to worship God. It is
the minister's responsibility to so
order the service that they can gain a
sense of the presence of God. Each
congregation is different. Each ser-
vice is different. There are those
special times of worship: the re-
ceiving of new members, baptizing a
convert, dedicating an infant, con-
ducting a wedding or funeral. A few
minutes of planning can help bring a
feeling of purpose to the service, a
sense of being, ushered into the pres-
ence of God.

One of the peculiar functions of a
priest in the Old Testament was to
determine the will of God. Our meth-
ods have changed since then, for not
too many boards would be impressed
with a pastor who cast lots to deter-
mine the will of God as did Samuel in
choosing a king (1 Sam. 10:20-21).
However, the church still looks to its
leader to determine in some way the
will of God for the congregation. It
may be a new program, or building,
or ministry over which the board pon-
ders when the pastor is looked to for
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special guidance from God. He is
their priest inquiring of the oracle of
God.

The methods may vary: prayer,
searching the Scriptures, meditation,
seeking advice from godly persons.
What a heavy burden. What a special
privilege. It calls for a man of integ-
rity to resist assuming that his own
ideas are the same as God’s. He must
be open to the leadership of the
Spirit, willing to listen and obey as
He gives direction. The church which
has confidence in its pastor’'s ability
to determine the will of God will not
be afraid to launch out into the un-
known. It will be confident of God
leading them into new lands to con-
quer.

A key responsibility of the priests
was to teach the people the knowl-
edge of God. It was their failure at
this point that brought severe con-
demnation from Hosea (4:4-6) and
Micah (3:11). The priest as guardian
of the sacred traditions of the mighty
acts of God was to teach the people
about God and His laws, that they
might not sin against Him. One of
the heaviest responsibilities of the
pastor is the teaching ministry.
While the Bible is his primary Text-
book, a wealth of study aids in avail-
able to assist him: commentaries,
dictionaries, books about the Bible,
new translations. The long hours of
study are vital for both the pulpit
and the lectern, for the minister must
not only proclaim but teach the Word
of God. The secret of stronger and
more mature church members is to
be found in the priestly task of teach-
ing.

Is the minister also a priest? May-
be not in name, but certainly in office
he has priestly functions. They pre-
sent to him possibilities of bringing
his people closer to God, more con-
scious of His working in their lives. In
these ways the minister is a priest of
God to his people.



Blessed is that church whose pastor really

cares for his people; that pastor will
have the most productive ministry

Tender yLoving Care

frrer 18 years Of pastoral service
A. and 7 years as a district super-
intendent, 1 am convinced that the
ability to give “tender, loving care”
is often the margin of success for a
pastor. Other than the pastor’'s own
spiritual experience, | believe the
next priority is his grace and motiva-
tion that cause him to genuinely love
the people of his congregation and
care for them out of a heart of deep
concern. | am far more impressed
with the pastor’'s graces to love his
people than I am with his academic
credentials. Of course, the best com-
bination is to have both these quali-
ties.

This love for the people will mani-
fest itself in many ways. First of all,
the pastor will not be demanding for
his own benefits. He certainly has a
right to a decent living, but he will
not make an issue of this. He will be
willing to sacrifice personal posses-
sions, conveniences, time, and securi-
ty for the good of his people.

by
Roy E. Carnahan

Nazarene superintendent
W ashington District

Further, he will not be demanding
in his efforts to bring about Christian
service. He knows the difference be-
tween being a pastor and an army
sergeant. He leads by example and
kindly persuasion.

The loving pastor will know how to
handle situations that call for rebuke
and correction. Discipline, as it is
necessary, is made with brokenheart-
edness and a sincere desire to bring
about reconciliation.

He preaches, not to serve his own
needs and interests, but as a sincere
effort to strengthen his people by the
Word of God. He uses God’s Word
to encourage the Christians. The
loving pastor does not plan to call
attention to himself or advance his
interests. His ministerial work is
clearly directed to the benefilt of his
people. He is not solicitous of the
attention from others, and can easily
overlook what might appear to be
neglect towards him. Rather, he finds
pleasure in seeing the spiritual de-
velopment of his people.

If he is motivated by love, he will
not withdraw from necessary involve-
ment. He knows the difference be-
tween assistance and interference.
Even as Christ gave of himself, the
loving pastor will involve himself
with his people in order to better
understand, help, and develop them.

This ideal pastor will consider the
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growth and development of his peo-
ple as one of the greatest compli-
ments to his own ministry.

This pastor will have time to talk
to people, even those who may not be
able to contribute anything to his
success. He makes no obvious dis-
tinction between the rich and the
poor, the intelligent and the igno-
rant. Nobody is unimportant.

The loving pastor will understand
that people have great needs that can
be met in the gospel and through
God’s grace. He will encounter many
people who will complicate his life
and even resist what he tries to do.
His attitude to such people will not
be one of retaliation or resentment.
Rather, he will see that such people
have deep needs that may cause
them to be irritants, and he will sin-
cerely seek ways to refine and mature
these people through God’s grace.

Such a pastor will be a real “shep-
herd” of the flock. He will find his
greatest joy in serving God by serving
the people. He will see the potential
in every man and seek to develop his
strengths. He knows that the success
of the church is not what he can do
alone, but rather what the people can
do together. His ministry will tend
to bring about true fellowship,
koinonia. The church services will
not be pressure times, but experi-
ences of joy, celebration, and spiri-
tual development.

If the pastor really loves the peo-
ple, they will be willing to overlook
many of his weaknesses. If his love for
the people is not apparent, it will
seem that he can do nothing right.

Blessed is that church whose pas-
tor really cares for his people. That
man will always have a future and a
productive ministry in the church.

Are You a Stumbling Block?

A blind man was walking along the foggy streets of London one night,
carrying a brightly shining lantern held high in the air as if to light his
path. A young woman approached the old man and said, “ Sir, it is obvious
that you are blind, so why are you carrying that lantern?”

A tear trickled down the old man’s face as he turned in the direction of
the questioning voice, and he replied, “1 realize that | cannot see, but |
carry the latern so no one will stumble over me.”

If some Christitans applied this story to their own lives and witness,
they would find that their lights have been hidden “under a bushel,” and
someone may have stumbled because of it.

Jesus said, “ It is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his
neck, and he were cast into the sea” (Mark 9:42) than to be a stumbling
block to one of God'’s children. Strong words—but clear.

Let us seek to be like John the Baptist, of whom we read in John 1:6-8,
“There was a man sent from God whose name was John. The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.”
May we be bearers of that saving Light, and not stumbling blocks.
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— Ronald S.Combs
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tilth in ACTION

Ministering to Convicts

By J. Grant Swank, Jr.*

very T uesday morning I |00k fOI‘-
ward to meeting with about two

there is that lively dialogue between
teacher and pupils. Near to 10:45 we

dozen convicts at Green Haven Corstop for 15 minutes of intense prayer,

rectional Facility in Stormville, N.Y.
From 9 till 11 a.m. we meet for an in-
depth Bible study. Right now we are
exploring the Gospel of Mark along
with side glances in the Book of
Revelation.

Prison ministry is an adventure!
It is that chance to gather with a
group outside of your own congre-
gation. It is that opportunity to travel
across some virgin territory, discover-
ing new personalities—complex,
some young, some old. It is a whole
new setting for breaking up the week-
ly rut of routine. But more impor-
tantly, it is that door for witness for
the Lord Jesus.

We pull up our chairs around sev-
eral large tables in the Protestant
Center study room. There is the
blackboard and chalk ready for ac-
tion. A stack of Bibles is piled in the
center of the tables for anyone who
shows up without his own Bible.

At 9:00 sharp we begin with pray-
er, then we dig into the Scriptures,
going from verse by verse through
the chapters. Of course the atmos-
phere is more than straight lecture;

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Fishkill, N.Y.
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different fellows calling out to God.

There are the drifters. They come
and go. But over the months there
solidifies a hard core of committed
disciples of the Saviour. They are
always present with Bibles in hand.
They are the ones who ask pertinent
guestions, who earnestly seek to
know more about the Word. They are
the ones who lead out in prayer, who
will be seen with others giving broth-
erly counsel when the Bible study has
dismissed for the day.

I can never forget one particular
young man—31 years old, black,
thick Afro atop his handsome head.
He had killed a man when he was 17
years old. For 14 years he had “spent
time” when | came to know him.

In May, 1975, he had gone to a
Sunday morning worship in the Prot-
estant Center in order to pick a fight
with the chaplain, Robert Martin.
But God got hold of that man seated
in the pew. Instead of snarling at the
man of God behind the pulpit, he was
overcome with a conviction of divine
peace. He left the chapel, returned to
his cell, and began to wonder what it
was that was happening to him.
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He made an appointment to meet
the chaplain on another day. They
talked about matters of the soul.
Gradually God got his man in con-
version. His life was changed. He
became hungry for the Word, for
prayer, for worship, and gave himself
over to witnessing to fellow inmates.

In June of that year, while praying
with fellow Christians one afternoon,
he was overcome with the Spirit's
infilling. Such power. Such peace.
Such purity. He had never experi-
enced such a personal encounter with
the Almighty in his life. As he puts
it, “God covered me from the top of
my Afro to the bottom of my soles!”

He was so beautifully sactified that
he wanted to go into “the yard” to
tell other inmates about God’s pre-
sence. But then he realized that they
would think he was crazy, or drunk,
or on drugs. He decided that he
would not rush out into the yard, but
would continue in prayers of thanks-
giving with the others in the room.

In the early autumn he sensed
God’s call into the Christian mini-
stry. | had a chance to introduce him
to a Bible College catalogue. He
read it enthusiastically, sent in his
application forms, and was accepted
for studies in September, 1976.

About that same time | had the
privilege of recommending him for
church membership in our own local
congregation. The church board,
serving as membership committee,
unanimously agreed to receive him
into membership. They also pre-
sented him with a local preacher’s
license.

“Other than my Bible, what do you
think is my most treasured posses-
sion?” he asked me one day while |
was having coffee with some of the
men at the Center. | gave a few limp
answers, but none was correct.

With a gesture of his hand, he
pointed to the local preacher’s li-
cense that he retrieved from inside
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his pocket. He had me make extra
copies of it to send to his mother and
some other relatives so that they
would realize that God had indeed
changed his life for the Light.

On Sunday, December 21, 1975,
it was a delight to have James J.
Perry and Migdalia Santiago ex-
change marriage vows in our sanc-
tuary before a loving congregation of
300 during the morning worship.
Following the brief ceremony, Jim
delivered the sermon, telling of his
conversion and the sanctification of
the Holy Spirit.

He looked so sharp that Sunday.
Dressed in coal-black suit with light
blue shirt and matching tie. And
those patent leather shoes! Migdalia
looked like a princess. The details
of the wedding—new clothes, flowers,
etc.—were underwritten by a love
gift from an evangelist and his wife,
Rev. and Mrs. Claude Jones of Bel
Air. Md., who had met Jim while
conducting a revival in our church
the preceding November.

Jim was back in Green Haven on
the next Tuesday at noon. Migdalia
was back in her apartment in the
Bronx. But right now it looks good for
Jim’s parole to open soon. The bride
and groom will be reunited for the
service of the Lord in ministerial
training.

Who are the winners in this story?
Well, of course, God has won his man
and woman—Jim and Migdalia. And
they have won their Saviour, as well
as one another. But I also have won. |
won their friendship and the adven-
ture of being a minister to Jim while
conducting weekly Bible studies at
the nearby penitentiary.

I am so glad that God opened the
door of prison ministries. Would
there be a chance that God would
open such a door for you in your
community? If so, do yourself a favor.
Walk through. There are diamonds
on the other side.
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Hospital calling can be easier, faster,
and more effective when a few simple
guidelines are observed

Objectives of Sickroom
and Hospital Calling

By Mel E. DePeal*

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me” (Matt.
25:36).

The special emphasis which our
Lord puts upon visiting the sick
identifies sickroom and hospital
calling as an essential part of the
pastoral ministry. It is often demand-
ing work. It lacks the popularity and
publicity which accompanies some
other kinds of Christian service. But
pastors who have faithfully per-
formed this service know that it is
some of the most fertile soil into
which the seed of Christ's love may
be sown.

Seed-sowing in the sickroom re-
quires training and knowledge. Great
good or tremendous harm can be
done, depending upon a pastor’s
understanding of why he is there,
what he is to accomplish, and how he
is to conduct himself in the presence
of sickness.

There are at least five objectives a
pastor should have in view in sick-
room and hospital calling:

I was sick, and ye visited me . . .

Heartfelt sympathy
Personal concern, genuine sym-
<Pastor, The East Toledo Wesleyan Church,

Toledo, Ohio.
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pathy, without pity, is the most com-
fortable atmosphere a pastor creates
in his relationship with a sick person.
Professionalism can be put aside. An
artificial attitude is insufficient. It
is a time when the pastor will make a
sincere effort to understand what the
patient is experiencing. The kind of
sympathy needed is not that which
projects to the patient, “I feel very
sorry for you,” but rather, “1 under-
stand how you feel, and | want to be
with you in your trouble.” Sickroom
calling is aone-to-one, heart-to-heart
relationship. Whatever the concern
of the patient is, that becomes the
concern of the pastor. The pastor is
there as a caring, concerned friend.

Ministering to spiritual need

This is the pastor’'s specialty. He
is especially trained for spiritual
counseling. But tactlessness, even in
spiritual matters, can be very harm-
ful. How does the pastor approach
the spiritual need of the patient?
Those who are authorities in hospital
calling say that the door to a pa-
tient’s heart is his present condition,
along with his present circumstances.
The pastor should approach spiritual
need in the sickroom in its immediate
relationship to the patient'’s sickness
and surrounding circumstances.
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If the patient is a believing Chris-
tian, his spiritual need should be
approached in relation to his faith
and his reaction to his present trial.
The pastor must strengthen faith,
offer the comfort of the Scriptures,
extend the fellowship of prayer. The
spiritual benefit of such a pastoral
call can scarcely be evaluated.

If the patient is an unbeliver, he
must be made to feel immediately at
ease in the presence of the minister.
He needs the assurance of the Scrip-
tures that he is the object of God'’s
love, and that his sickness is not
necessarily an evidence of God’s dis-
pleasure. In dealing with a sick per-
son who is not a Christian, it is
especially important that the Scrip-
tures are used, rather than the per-
sonal concepts and opinions of the
pastor. In a time of sickness, when his
heart is apt to be more tender, and
his awareness of spiritual need more
keen, the patient finds the Word of
God more effective and powerful
than anything the pastor could say.
Without taking unfair advantage of
the circumstance of sickness, the un-
saved sick person provides an oppor-
tunity to tenderly, lovingly, and tact-
fully lead a soul to new life and hope
in Christ.

Sometimes the sickroom becomes
a place of confession. The wise pastor
will listen attentively with a non-
judgmental attitude. Confessions in
the sickroom are often made when
the patient feels he may not recover.
If he does recover, however, woe be
unto the pastor who has betrayed his
confidence!

Contributing to physical recovery
Every pastor should study to un-
derstand the dynamics occurring be-
tween the physical, mental, and spir-
itual faculties of a patient. He does
not need a major in psychology to do
this. It is important to understand
that a mind and soul at ease is a
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great factor in physical healing. A
pastor who has learned how to ask
the right questions in an appropriate
manner will be a great blessing to his
sickroom parishioners. Many times,
all a pastor needs to be in a good
listener.

Another effective approach, and
one especially good for the patient,
is that of positive suggestion. Near
the top of the list for a pastor in the
sickroom is an optimistic attitude.
He must be careful not to build any
false hopes. Medical opinions should
be left to the physician. Except in
medically established terminal cases,
the pastor should endeavor to leave
his parishioner feeling, “My pastor
believes | am going to get well.” A
pastor’s prayers, his good judgment,
and his optimistic attitude can be a
turning point in recovery. Every pas-
tor should seek to instill faith and the
will to get well into the mind of the
patient.

Contacting the patient’s family

Much of the anxiety suffered by a
patient relates to his family. Any-
thing the pastor can do to alleviate
anxiety and to serve as a strong
bridge of assurance between the
family and the patient will be work
well done. Involvement with the fam-
ily is a golden opportunity to be a
part of their experience in sickness
and thus gain their appreciation and
confidence.

Waiting at home is very difficult
for the loved ones of sick people. The
pastor who is not in the homes of his
parishioners during times of sickness
is missing one of the great opportun-
ities available to work his way into
their hearts. This objective is so im-
portant, it cannot be emphasized too
strongly.

Private and intimate matters in
the family are off limits for the pastor
unless he is asked into them. Any
intrusion will be resented, but avail-
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ability to be helpful will be greatly
appreciated. The pastor can offer to
help, but the acceptance of his coun-
sel must be left to the family mem-
bers. Pastors who have cultivated a
wholesome, trustful, and affectionate
relationship with family members
will discover them coming to him in
time of sickness.

Working with the hospital staff

In the eyes of the hospital staff the
minister is a professional person. It
will be worth any pastor’s effort when
he endeavors to live up to the pro-
fessional expectations of other pro-
fessionals. By cultivating a profes-
sional rapport with the hospital staff,
the pastor will accomplish two things
at least. He will make his own hospi-
tal calling easier. He will enjoy the

esteem and the appreciation of the
hospital staff.

Here are a few guidelines for pas-
tors in hospital calling:

1. Keep personal rights within the
bounds of professional courtesy.

2. Learn the hospital rules and
abide by them.

3. Make careful and courteous
entry into a hospital room.

4. Be ready to “step out a minute”
if a nurse enters to administer treat-
ment.

5. Leave diagnosis and medical
opinions to the physician.

6. Stop at the nursing station and
inquire first, if a patient is seriously
ill. The call may be inadvisable.

Hospital calling should be easier,
faster, and more effective when these
simple guidelines are observed.
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Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Your Call Comes First

Dear Son:

Mother and | know that you and Sue
have been having a rough time. It is
your first pastorate, and who would
have known that you might have a
moral problem involving one of your
leading members?

As | was praying for both of you this
morning, it occurred to me that this is
the time to assess values—real values!
Remember that you were called of God.
That call was confirmed by the church.
As long as you are sensitive to His
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leadings and follow the enlightened
conscience of the church, no one can
put his hands on you. Evil men will try
at times, but God’s man always comes
through in a spirit of integrity and
love.

You are faced with hostility and an-
ger, but stand tall and God will help
you, and the church will stand by you.
If at times it seems that all is lost, re-
member your divine call. No man can
get to you if you keep on good terms
with the Heavenly Father. | really be-
lieve that! There are those who have
tried to undermine the influence of
your old dad, but I told the Lord, “ Re-
member, we had a covenant 40 years
ago—and though they slay me, yet will
| trust Thee.” It is still a great for-
mula.
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General Superintendent Jenkins
Evangelistic Pastors

C o THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST" (2 Tim. 4:5)—the
words of instruction from Paul to young Timothy, and the
words of admonition to every pastor today.

A pastor should develop, motivate, mold, and lead his
church into a soul-winning congregation. For a church to
grow, it must be evangelistically oriented and have a genuine
spirit of witnessing and winning others to Christ. When a
church waits for two or three revival campaigns a year to suf-
fice for its entire evangelistic outreach, it can thwart growth.
We can continue to grow by winning others to the Saviour and
thereby maintain the spiritual glow and fervor which has
marked the Church of the Nazarene from its inception.

Every pastor should develop those talents and abilities
which enable him to be a soul winner. Each pastor bears many
responsibilities in his pastorate—preacher, teacher, shepherd,
leader, financier, and the list goes on. Along with all these de-
mands he must also lead and direct his people in evangelism.

With all our emphasis on personal soul winning, it is still
essential that we have strong evangelistic preaching from the
pulpit Sunday after Sunday. Evangelistic preaching is preaching
that wins others to the Saviour. It is preaching with a passion
for souls. With Paul, it is saying, "Woe is unto me, if | preach
not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16). It is preaching against sin and



with a warning of the coming judgment and of hell. It is
preaching that lifts up Christ, His atonement, His love, and
power to forgive all sins and to sanctify wholly.

This kind of preaching appeals to the heart as well as to the
intellect. It is logically clear and scripturally sound. It main-
tains emotional appeal that stirs the heart and moves the voli-
tion toward God. Evangelistic preaching calls for decision,
persuading men to come to Christ. This preaching must be
bathed in tears and soaked in much prayer. Hearts aflame with
God's love can persuade others to accept the Saviour.

Jesus said, “ Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men"
(Matt. 4:19). This is what we are—"fishers of men"—winning,
leading, training others to win!

An Excellent “Giveaway +
during the Lengeen-Easter
L

why Mills©
Bell

By Leslie Parrott

In affirming that Easter as a fact
of faith is no accident, Dr. Parrott
presents five timely reasons for
believing in and celebrating the
Resurrection. Its transforming
power meets the needs of the
sinful, the disappointed, the
doubter yet today.

Mini 3% x 5” pocket size. 20 page
Package of 5/0r$1.00; 10 pkgs. for $8.50; 20 pkgs. /or$15.00

ONCE from your

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



PALCON

with questions about PALCON

What?
A Pastors' Learning Conference
Where?

Your Area Nazarene College Campus

When?

This Summer

CNC—May 16-20,1977
ENC—May 30—June 3,1977
MVNC—June 6-10, 1977
ONC—lJune 13-17,1977
MANC—July 18-22, 1977
BNC—August 1-5,1977
NNC—August 8-12, 1977
PLC—August 22-26, 1977

Who? — - -

Every Nazarene Pastor, District Superintendent, and General Superin-
tendent

COSt? -
$75.00 Includes Food, Lodging, and Learning Materials

PUIP0OSE? ——mmmmmm e e e e
Learning, Renewal, Fellowship, Inspiration

SUDJeCTS?-mmmmmmmm e eeeeeee

Personal Growth, Evangelism, Biblical Preaching, Ministry to Family,
and Church Management

YOUR AREA PALCON
IS JUST A FEW MONTHS AWAY

Direct your questions to: Dr. Neil B. Wiseman, Trevecca Naza-
rene College, Nashville, Tenn. 37210.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Free brochure

"THE BIBLE:
TRANSLATION AND PARAPHRASE

) W. T. Purkiser
Write:

Christian Service Training
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131



CHURCH SCHOOLS

A new course has been designed for Naz-
arene college students—a course that pre-
pares students for summer ministries.

Included in the course is instruction in
puppetry, vacation Bible school, children's
church, evangelistic bus ministry, drama,
and music.lfc,,.. Vv

Pastors and district superintendents may
secure students trained in summer min-

istries by contacting the college within their
educational zone.

Nazarene Christian educators plan curriculum for the course "Summer Ministries
in the Church of the Nazarene." Shown here, front row from the left, are Dr. Ken
Hendricks (ONC), Dr. Cliff Fisher (PLC), Dr. Lyle Flinner (BNC), Mrs. Betty Robertson
(BNC), Rev. Harold Davis (Department of Church Schools), Dr. Chester Galloway
(NTS); back row, Dr. Harper Cole (TNC), Rev. Gene Williams (pastor in Wichita,
Kans.), Rev. Marselle Knight (Kansas district superintendent), Prof. Bill Youngman
(MVNC), Prof. Dan Berg (NNC), Prof. Joe Rapalje (ENC), and Prof. Dean Baldwin
(MANC).
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YOUTH

Dr. Paul Fromer, noted author, says,
"There must be a shaft of realism in our
Christian writing. It must be pointive ...
it must face facts and be more practical
than imaginary.” In order for it to be
realistic, Christian writing must show a
sense of the living God.

English author Thomas Carlyle, upon
greeting the newly called pastor of his
church, took him aside and said, "What
this church needs is someone who
knows God other than by hearsay."”

Nazarene literature must be realistic
and show a sense of the living God. It
cannot be considered realistic if it ig-
nores Him, if it relegates God to mere
hearsay.

What kind of literature should be
placed in the reader's hands? The fol-
lowing words by Dr. Sherwood E. Wirt,
former editor of Decision magazine,
answer this question. They form an im-
portant part of the rationale for the ex-
istence of Etcetera magazine, the young
adult monthly for the Church of the
Nazarene.

"Humanity is experiencing a deple-
tion of worthwhile literature; people are
famished for righteousness in print. Mil-
lions of men, women, and young people
long for good words, helpful and hope-
ful words, relevant words, Spirit-filled
words of strength and assurance.

.. What people read, they become.
It is not well known, but it is a fact, that
every great movement to sweep through

the human race has been brought about
through writing. That the pen is mightier
than the sword is not rhetoric; it is his-
tory.

"Today's reader is exposed to an un-
precedented clamor for his attention.
Yet the time comes when the right piece
of literature, placed in his hands, can ef-
fectively transform his behavior and
character. He will take it home, read it,
reflect quietly on his own life and its
meaning, and perhaps offer up a prayer
to God. That is what God wants and ex-
pects of Christian literature.

"A literary revolution has taken place
in the last 15 years. All kinds of nonsense
—not to speak of violence and lust—
have been given space in our hitherto
respected publications. It would seem
that when the devil took the lid off
Pandora's box he found a typewriter in-
side,

"But seven thousand (or even a mil-
lion) readers have refused to bow the
knee to Baal. While nonfiction con-
tinues to crumble into journalese, and
fiction into moral anarchy, the human
spirit still seeks fresh ways to express its
relationship to its Creator."* That ex-
pression is the writer's task, the editor's
responsibility, and the reader's delight.
Etcetera magazine is committed to be-
ing the reader's delight.

*From You Can Tell the World, by Sherwood E.
W irt with Ruth McKinney, Augsburg Publishing
House, Minneapolis, Minn. Used by permission.



PROJECTS

Chapels
Homes
Schools
Clinics
Hospitals

MEN IN MISSION
e Architects

Designers
Builders
Engineers
Cement Workers
Tradesmen

WORLD MISSION

SERVICE

Vacation Bible Schools
Revivals

Preaching Missions
Visitation

House-to-House Witnessing
Market Place Evangelism
Shade-Tree Evangelism
Music

Medical Teams

A/rite: Mr. Richard Gammill,Department of World Mission, Church of the
Nazarene, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
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MINISTER’S DAILY
WORKBOOK

A Ministerial Tool for Recording
the Information Throughout the Year
Needed to Complete Your Annual District Report

FOR WEEKDAY—A six-day work-schedule chart for keeping notations on
calls, appointments, and meetings.

FOR SUNDAY—A full page for recording sermon theme, text, songs, special
music, announcements, attendance, and offerings and summarizing previous
week’s activities.

OTHER FEATURES—Monthly Expenditure Reports, Membership and Sub-
scription Record—identical to the "Annual Report of Pastor” form. Also
includes calendars; sheets for recording children dedicated, funerals, mar-
riages, baptisms, names and addresses; and summary of year’s activities.

All material comes In a quality, fine-grained, leatherette, six-ring binder with handy storage pocket in
back. Pocket-size, 7% x 47i x V4" rings with “push open” button atend. Takes 7% x 41<", six-ring
fillers.

MINISTER’S DAILY WORKBOOK may be started any time of the year. How-
ever, begun with your NEW assembly year and used consistently throughout
the following 12 months, it will provide fingertip information for meeting the
deadline of next year’s annual report. Ideal for inserting sermon notes too.

R-52 Complete Set of Binder and InSerts.......cccocvevvevviivneeninnnnnn ONLY $4.50
[WKKMFor the 2,500 pastors now using this “Workbook” ... >f
R-51 Annual Replacement Refill......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiee e $1.50
R-53 Address Sheets, package of 20 .......cccccvoviieiiii e 25¢
R-88510P Plain Filler, package 0f 50 ......cccocooiiiiiininiee e 39c
R-31011  BiNG eI ittt $4.00

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE ~ ~ A * rhssouri 64141



STEWARDSHIP BIBLE
STUDIES

hixenriching studies written by
Dr. Richard Taylor, based on
[re Great Commandments.
Appropriate for SS class,
Sunday evening (prepreaching)
hour, weeknight study. Four-
pege folders designed with
full-color front. Undated.

Date

STEWARDSHIP

Here’s a good way

to do it! S

:Loving God with
All Odr Soul

with * W !

Neighbor

STEWARDSHIP
BULLETIN INSERTS

Coordinated on front with
study folders; stimulating
thoughts on Christian living on
back. Meaningful to use during
Stewardship Month or
whenever presenting the Bible
Studies. 5\2’ x 8\2".

Please send as indicated below:
U-500 Stewardship Bible Studies

Set of 1 each of 6 designs, 75¢
10 or more sets, each, 50c

U-501 Stewardship Bulletin Inserts

Set of 25 each of 6 designs, $5.25

TOTAL
Name
Street
City
State/Province Z i P =

CHECK/MONEY ORDER Enclosed $

CHARGE TO: O Church
Church location (city)
(state/province)

Order from: Church namc 16]
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE = Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141
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EVANOELISTS-

DID TOU 1lultow ?

You may call (toll free) to give information which is re-
stricted for the following uses:

1. Moving Nazarenes

2. Open Date Listing
Pastors: Recommendation of an evangelist,
Reporting evangelists' cancellations,
Or emergency need for an evangelist.

Evangelists: To report open dates.

3. Welcome New Nazarenes

Persons in Alaska, Canada, and Hawaii
should write the department.

Limited to three minutes maximum per call.

Call WATS LINE 800-821-2154.
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LIFE INCOME

PASTOR: A message of importance for you and your people.

The sweeping

Tax Reform Act of 1976
callsfor careful reviewal
ofyour current estate plans

This new legislation —more complicated and far-reaching than any in
decades —affects many previous estate, gift and income tax provisions.

For the committed Nazarene who believes in stewardship through
planned giving, immediate attention should be given to this new Act.
When personal gifts are part of estate planning, additional consideration
should now be given to charitable gifts as a preferred alternative.

This new law, over 1,000 pages long, peppered with ifs, ands and buts is
one of the most complicated yet. It is extremely important that every
estate plan be reviewed in light of this new law. We suggest you consult
soon with your legal and accounting counselors.

For more information, request the current “ Financial Guide” prepared
by our special tax attorney with an overview of the Tax
Reform Act of 1976. horizery

\ (HI R(H OF THE NAZARENE

Take a wise look ahead

T 0] f T Q T L f i S
Please send me copies of
Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests  the “financial Guide” concerning
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE this new tax law.
6401 The_Paseo Pastor’s
Kansas City, Mo. 64131 Name
Attn: Robert W. Crew Church
Address
City State Zip

16N



SHOWERS  BUSSING

The New "Showers of Blessing™ Radio Ministry Speakers:

JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTOBER
FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER
MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER
Chuck Millhuff Paul Cunningham Earl Lee Ponder Gilliland
Evangelist Pastor, College Church Pastor, First Church Pastor, First Church
Author, recording artist Olathe, Kans. Pasadena, Calif.; author Bethany, Okla.

"Showers of Blessing's" 32-year ministry continues in a freshly updated format. Beginning January
2.the weekly Nazarene broadcast will feature four churchmen, each taking a 13-week speaking
assignment.

Music will continue to be important on every 15-minute program. The "Showers of Blessing" staff
promises an expanded ministry of song by featuring a broad spectrum of well-known Nazarene
and Tempo recording artists. The emphasis will be upon gospel music that touches the heart.

If your church would like to sponsor the new "Showers of Blessing," write for an audition cassette
tape and full details. Mail your request to:
SHOWERS OF BLESSING

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City. Mo. 64131



HOME MISSIONS

S —— \

j3  UFT UP CHRIST- tU
PLANT CHURCHES

In the first year we must begin by “Lifting Up Christ— in the
Next Cities and Countries.” Let us go from this assembly
to make the next 12 months the most productive period of
church planting in our history. On every continent— Asia,
Europe, Africa, Australia, and the Americas—in every
country and on every district let us establish new churches
which will in turn become agencies for “Lifting Up Christ.”

— Dr. Eugene L. Stowe
General Superintendent

From the Quadrennial Address delivered at
the Nineteenth General Assembly, Dallas, Tex., June 20, 1976.

Our task Is unfinisned
until our oojective Is reached.
Hi/e you helped
start a newehureh yet?

Department of Home Missions

6401 The Paseo
Kansas CHy, Mo. 64131
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EDUCATION AND THE MINISTRY
Put this shoe on!

May 16-22: CNC

May 30—June 3: ENC

June 6-10: MVNC

June 13-17: ONC But don't
July 18-22: MANC forget the

Aug. 1-5: BNC |
Aug. 8-12: NNC other shoe!

Aug. 22-26: PLC

Home Study—Classroom Courses—

District Seminars. Add to the two CEU

given through PALCON—eight more for an
ADVANCED MINISTERIAL STUDIES Certificate.
You'll walk better with both shoes!

For further information contact your
District Board of Ministerial Studies

OR

The Department of Education and the Ministry
6401 The Paseo Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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ISTEWARDSHIP

Pastor, begin now
to challenge your people!

EASIEW OFFERING

Give for World Evangelism

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

16R



UNIFORM CHURCH
TREASURER'’S
RECORD

A Self-contained Record Book for Maintaining the Unified Treasury System

1. Offers simplified accounting, understandable even to those with no for-
mal bookkeeping training

2. Gives a detailed financial picture of each department and auxiliary of
your church

3. Provides the pastor with all needed data for preparing his annual report
4. Flexible in its use for any church—Ilarge or small
R-150 COMPLETE (with Binder and Fillers Listed Below)........cc.......... $7.95

A reminder to PASTORS OF THE MORE THAN
2,000 CHURCHES currently using this outstand-
ing record system . ..

ANNUAL REPLACEMENT FORMS
NOW available < Order by numbers listed below.

R-165 OFFERING REPORT BLANKS (55 triplicate forms).................. $2.00
R-163 CASH DISBURSEMENTS and RECEIPTS JOURNAL,

PACKAGE OF 25 oo 95¢
R-164 LEDGER SHEETS (For Local, District, General, Etc., Budgets),

package Of 25 ... 85¢
R-151 MONTHLY REPORT FORMS (13 Each of Summary,

Expenditures, Budget Progress Form), package of 39 ............... 75¢
R-168 INDIVIDUAL GIVING RECORD SHEETS, package of 25 ........... 75c¢
R-169 DIVIDERS, SELOf 8 ..eiiiiiieeee e $1.00
R-149 THREE-RING BINDER ..cooiiiiiiiiicieeie e $4.50

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

16T

Q

The Department of Pensions has
not sent me the Annual In-
surance Questionnaire this
year. Have | been forgotten?

A

No. You are an ORDAINED
minister. You are no longer re-
quired to fill out a question-
naire. The change is the result
of General Board action.

| received an Annual Insurance
Questionnaire in the mail. |
have heard a rumor that the re-
quirement has been dropped.
Is this true?

A

This is not true for DISTRICT-
LICENSED ministers. Since you
are a licensed minister, you
must STILL show your eligibility
for insurance through the De-
partment annually. Licensed
ministers who are eligible will
be paying Social Security taxes
on a ministerial income of no
less than $400 net annually.

Other questions? Dept, of
Pensions, 6401 The Paseo,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131.

(Dean Wessels)



ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1, Taft St., Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

ALLEN, J. A. & MILDRED. (Ret.) Bo* 559, Chandler, Okla. 74834

AMOS, CARL A. (C) Rte. 3, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Bo* 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

+ ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844

*ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 4304 N. Peniel, Bethany, Okla. 73008
(full-time)

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St., Tampa, Fla. 33604

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

+ BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) P.O. Bo* 32, Orange
City, Fla. 32763

+ BAILEY, CLARENCE & THELMA. (C) 1197 W. Arch St. Portland,
Ind.47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich. 48446

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston. W Va.
25306

BATTIN, BUFORD. (C) 3015 47th St., Lubbock, Te*. 79413

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.0. Bo* 254. Roland, Okla. 74954

+BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

+ BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Bo* 1326, River
view, Fla. 33569

+ BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Ret.) 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd, Pearl River, La. 70452

*BIERCE, JACK. (C) Bo* 3528, Vail, Colo. 81657

BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R 703 E. *65, Celina,
Ohio 45822 (full-time)

+BLUE, DAVID & DANA. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37206

BOGGS, W. E. (Ret.) 11323 Cactus Ln, Dallas, Tex. 75238

*BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061

* BOHI, R. W. (C) 403 Annawood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099

+BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park, Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr.. West Covina, Calif.
91792

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (Ret) 1695 Audrey Rd. Columbus, Ohio
43224

+BRAND, W. H. (Ret.) P.O. Bo* 332, Fort Wayne, Ind. 46801

BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rt. 560. Urbana, Ohio 43078

BROOKS, STANLEY E., JR. (C) Rte. 1, Box 245, Westmoreland,
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St., Reading, Pa. 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) Rte. 2, Hillsboro, Tenn. 37342

BROWN, J. RUSSELL. (C) 1306 E. Jefferson. Boise, Ida. 83702

*BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Bo* 724, Kankakee, Ill. 60901

+BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C) 6104 S. Gotham Or.,
South Bend,Ind. 46614

BUDD, JAY B. (R) 1385 Hentz Dr., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

BUGHMAN, HAROLD M. (C) Country Ct, Bo* 21, Byesville, Ohio
43723

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr., Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (full-time)

+ BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O. Box 165, Monaca, Pa
15061 (full-time)

BUTCHER, TONY H. (C) 666 Swain St., Springfield, Mo. 65807

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/o NPH*

*CAUDILL, STEVE t SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, Mich.
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, Mass. 02346

(C) Commissioned (R) Registered

*Preacher & Song Euangelist

¢CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON & LOIS. (C) Rte. 1, Bo* 115a, Milton
vale, Kans. 67466

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c/o Gen. Del., Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

+CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave., Bowling Green,
Ky. 42101

COBB, BILL | TERRI. (C) P.0. Box 75512, Oklahoma City. Okla
73107

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave, St. Albans, W.Va.
25177

#CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd., Ithaca, N Y. 14850

CONWAY, L. W. (Ret.) 750 Michigan Ave. K-9, Washington, Pa.
15301

COOK, RALPH. (Ret.) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif. 91780

CORBETT, C. T. (Ret.) 459 N. Forest, Bradley, Ill. 60915

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, La. 71301

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield. Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp. Rte. 2,
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2, Box 186, Walker, W.Va. 26180

CREWS, H. F. | MRS. (Ret.) Box 18302, Dallas, Tex. 75218

*CROFFORD, DON. (R) 254 Southridge Dr., Rochester, N.Y. 14626
(full-time)

CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (Ret.) 1466 E. Mountain, Pasadena, Calif.
91104

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI., Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DAMRON, GARY. (C) 9051 Grand, Kansas City, Mo. 64114

DARNELL, H. E (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, La. 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va. 23692

DAVIS, LEO. (Ret.) 403 “‘N-' St., Bedford, Ind. 47421

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave., Lakeland, Fla. 33801

*DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Bo* 342, Barberton, Ohio 44203

+DELL, JIMMY. (R) 4026 E. Flower St, Phoenix. Ariz. 85018
(full-time)

DeLONG, R. V. (Ret.) 5932 48th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33709

+DENNIS, DARRELL | BETTY. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

DISHON, CLARENCE. (C) Rte. 8, Box 251J, Indianapolis, Ind. 46234

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte. 15, Bowling Green, Ky. 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A. (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, Ill. 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE t CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Bo* 370, Crossville, Tenn. 38555

*DUNMIRE, RALPH | JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville,
Tenn.37211

DUNN, DON. (C) 1874 Penthley Ave., Akron. Ohio 44312

+DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA, (R) Union St., Topsham, Me. 04086

EASTMAN, H. T. (Ret.) 5102 Gailey Rd., Sp. 317A, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80915

*EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger, Ky. 41018

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Bo* 9352, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80932
(full-time)

ELLINGSON, R. LEE (C) Bo* 33067, Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 1220 Bluebird Dr.. Longview, Tex. 75601

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans. 66206

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr., Danville, Va.
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full-time)

»Song Evangelist

-1g(d

‘Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City. Mo. 64141



*EVERETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66-C. Stanton, Ky. 40380 (full time)

FELTER, JASON H.(C) c/o NPH*

¢FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore, N'Y. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe, Kans. 66061 (full-
time)

FINKBEINER, A. J. (C) 84 B. Street, Campbell, Calif. 95008

4FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley, Ohio 45167

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728

+FORD, JAMES & RUTH, (C) Children's Workers, 1605 Laura St.,
Clearwater, Fla. 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Bo* 322, Carmi, IIl. 62821

FRASER, DAVID. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, I1l. 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte. 1, Geff, lll. 62842

*GAGNON, DAVE t KAREN. (R) 130 Milford St., Rochester, N.Y.
14615

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W. Hendricks, No. 7, Shelbyville, Ind.
46176

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115, Mt. Erie, Ill. 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN | ELSIE. (R) 203 E Highland, Muncie,
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. (Ret.) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y. 14701

¢GLAZE, HAROLD | MARILYN. (R) P.O. Box A, Calamine, Ark.
72418

*GLENDENNING, PAUL & BOBBIE. (C) 700 E. Broadway, Fairfield,
la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N. Beale, Milwaukee, Wis. 53224

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3, Box 269. Bemidji, Minn. 56601

*GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES I ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville, Ky. 40229

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, Ill. 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH | RUTH. (Ret.) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, Tex. 79412

*GREEN, JAMES & ROSEMARY, (C) Box 385, Canton, Ill. 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (R) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St.. Sistersville, W.va. 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 2827 LaVista Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43204

*GRINDLEYS. THE SINGING (GERALD | JANICE). (C) 539 E.
Mason St., Owosso, Mich. 48867

GUY, MARION O. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401

+HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80916
(fulltime)

HALL, CARL N. (C) c/o NPH

¢HALL. DAVID & BETTY. (C) c/o NPH

HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Ret.) 907 Cowan Ave., Conroe, Tex. 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes, Ind. 47591

HANCE, RAY. (C) 7432 N.W. 28th St., Bethany, Okla. 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c/o NPH

+ HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) ¢/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank, Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin, Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, Il. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) R.D. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028

#HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St., Bethany, Okla.
73008

HEGSTROM, H. E. (C) c/o NPH*

HENDERSON, DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore, Apt. 46 C. Altamonte
Springs, Fla. 32701

HESS, BILL. (R) 601 N. Broadway, Cleveland, Okla. 74020 (full-
time)

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd..
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St., Corpus Christi, Tex. 78404

HOLCOMB, T. E. (Ret.) 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex. 77028

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte. 2, Indian Lake Rd., Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 445 W. Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St.. Columbia, Ky. 42728

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.0. Box 816, Durant, Okla
74701

16V

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington, Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct., Columbus. Ohio
43214 (full-time)

ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo 82501

IDE, CHARLES D. (Ret.) 1796 52nd St. S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
49508

+IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E. Hatch, Sturgis, Mich. 49091
(full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave.. Charleroi, Pa 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr, Harrison, Tenn. 37341

ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, 610 Deseret,
Friendswood, Tex. 77546

JACKSON, PAUL | TRISH. (R) Box 739, Meade, Kans. 67864
(full-time)

*JACKSON, CHUCK t MARY. (C) Box 17226, Nashville, Tenn.
73217

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo 65559

4JANTZ, CALVIN I. MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave., Bellefontaine. Ohio
43311

JEFFERIES, A. G. (Ret.) 350 Pearl St., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore. 97401

JETER, H. L. (C) 2345 Johnstown, Florissant, Mo. 63033

«JEWETT, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) Rte. 4, Box 265. West Monroe,
La. 71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E.. Lewiston, Ida 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) Rte. 4, Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville, Tenn. 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur, Nampa, Ida. 83651

TCELLY, R. B. (Ret.) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, Okla. 73008

KEMPER, MARION W. t MRS. (Ret.) 2910 Harris St., Eugene, Ore.
97405

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P.O. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon. Ind. 47991 (full-time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Ret.) 1241 Knollwood Rd., 46K, Seal Beach,
Calif. 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298, Brookville. Pa. 15825

#KRATZ, ELDON | KAY. (R) 814 Grant Terr., Olathe. Kans. 66061
(full-time)

LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, Mich. 48910

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg. Ind. 46112

+LAW, DICK £ LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany, Okla. 73008

+ LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville. Tenn
73217 (full-time)

sLAXSON, WALLY 4 GINGER. (C) Rte. 3. Athens. Ala. 35611

sLECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030

4LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1. Hicksville, Ohio 43525

LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C) Box 1868, Fresno, Calif. 97318

LEONARD, 1AMES t FLORICE. (Ret.) 150 Valley View Dr.. Johns-
town, Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, Kans. 66061

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd., Howell, Mich. 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven Pl., Springfield, Mo. 65804

+LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St., Elkhart, Ind. 46514

+LOMAN, LANE | JANET. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. *2, New Florence, Pa. 15944 (full-time)

LOWN, A. J. (C) c/lo NPH*

sLUSH, RON | MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct., No. 1. Whitewater, Wis.
53190

MADISON, G. H. (Ret.) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) 1778 S. 350 E. Marion. Ind. 40952

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N. Maysville, Ky. 41056

MARLIN, BEN F. (C) P.O. Box 6131, Hollywood, Fla. 33021

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Alton, Tex. 79220

*McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind. 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza. Byron, Ohio
43506

McDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) Rte. 1, Box 308, Dale. Tex. 78616

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando, Fla. 32809



McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1, Greenup, Ky. 41144

sMEREDITH, DWIGHT | NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286, Minneapolis, Minn. 55431
(full time)

#MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belmder. Prairie Village,
Kans. 66208

MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Ret.) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind.
46807

#MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE. | MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435. Lamar.
Colo. 81052

*MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 45th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St. Terre Haute, Ind.
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd., Nitro, W.Va. 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Ret.) 19562 Winward Ln, Huntington
Beach, Calif. 92646

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont.. Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD t MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49504

*NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St., Owosso, Mich.
48867

#NELSON, CHARLES ED. (C) Box 241, Rogers. Ark. 72756

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NORTON, JOE. (Ret.) Box 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520

ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C) 2936 Leesburg Rd.. S.W.. Washington Court
House, Ohio 43160

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights. N.J. 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave., Martinsville. Ind. 46151

*PARR, PAUL G. & DOROTHY. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A, Whitetown,
Ind.46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A A (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, JOHN. (R) Box 695, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80901 (full-
time)

PECK, W. A. (C) Rte. 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863

#PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (R) Box 605. Sidney. Mont. 59270
(full-time)

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245, Cable. Ohio 43009

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd.. Rte. 2, Griggsville. IIl.
62340

#PICKERINGS, R. E. (R) P.O. Box 20572, Orlando, Fla. 32814 (full-
time)

*PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PIERCE, BOYCE t CATHERINE. (C) Rte. 4, Danville, Ill. 61832

#PORTER, JOHN t PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE t LOIS. (Ret) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683

POTTS, TROY C. (Ret.) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234

#POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr., Mansfield, Ohio
44905

#POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte. 4, Oskaloosa. la. 52577

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando. Fla.
32809

#RAKER, W. C. 4 MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown. Ill. 61542

1AYCROFT, R. N. (C) c/o NPH*

HEEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave.. Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

RHAME, JOHN D. (R) 1712 Good Hope. Cape Girardeau. Mo. 63701
(full-time)

*RICHARDS, LARRY t PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

IICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C) 421 S. Grand Ave., Bourbonnais. Il
60914

tIDEN, K. R. (C) c/o NPH

iOACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon. Ohio 73099

iOBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln.. Arlington. Tex.
76014

#ROBISON, ROBERT t WIFE. (C) Heaters, W.Va. 26627

tODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210
(fulltim e)

IOTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln.. Bethany, Okla.
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St. Miami. Fla.
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204. La Vergne, Tenn. 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, E. H. (C) 401 S. Oak St., Sapulpa, Okla. 74066

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N Third Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 48607

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (C) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich. 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry In., Alta Loma, Calif. 91701

SCOTT, CHARLES. (R) 1206 Tower Dr., Rte. 1. Box 424, Boonville,
Ind. 47601

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave .
Ashland, Ky. 41101

+SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittsburg, Ill. 62974

#SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) Rte. 2. Box 216 D. Vicksburg.
Mich 49097

SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave.. Yorkton, Saskatchewan.
Canada (full time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln., St. Marys, Ohio 45885

+SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr.. Anderson. Ind.
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O. Box 1083. Hendersonville, Tenn. 37075

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92117

*SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St.. Rising Sun, Ind. 47040

#SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St.. Independence.
Kans 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008

#SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/o NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 6727 N. Rosemead Blvd. (Apt. 1). San
Gabriel, Calif. 91775

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd., Snover, Mich. 48472

#SMITH, OTTIS E, JR, t MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute,
Pa. 16351

SMITH, R. A (C) Box 42. Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80904 (full-time)

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 58 Baylis, S.W.. Grand Rapids, Mich. 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave., Nashville. Tenn. 37210

SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C) 862 Landsdowne N.W., War-
ren, Ohio 44485

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/o NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany. Okla. 73008

STEELE, 1.J. (Ret.) 1020 W. Stanford, Springfield, Mo. 65807

STEGAL, DAVID. (R) Rte. 2, Box 139, Yukon, Okla. 73099 (full-time)

STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90 Jasper, Ala. 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave., N.W. Rochester, Minn.
55901

#STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd.. Lot 127,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80910

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1. Ramsey. Ind. 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield. Ohio
45503

STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte. 3. Waverly, Ohio 45690

SWANSON, ROBERT I. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla.
73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER | EULETA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 106. Sharon Grove.
Ky. 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H. (Ret.) 409 N.E. 13th St., Abilene, Kans. 67410

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr.,
Redding, Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905

#TEASDALE, ELLIS | RUTH. (Ref.) 58333 Ironwood Dr., Elkhart,
Ind. 46514

THOMAS,). MELTON. (C) Box 682, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050

THOMAS, W. FRED. (Ret.) 521 Ideal St., Milan, Mich. 48160

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437

+THORNTON, RON L. (R) Rte. 3. Box 301. Colona. Ill. 61241 (full-
time)

THORNTON, WALLACE. (C) Rte. 4, Box 49-B, Somerset, Ky. 42501

TOSTI, TONY. (Ret.) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave., Vancouver, Wash. 98662

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL | JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204, La Vale, Md
21502
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TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

TURBYFILL, M. L. (Retired) 6812 N.W. 29th Terr., Bethany, Okla,
73008

¢TURNOCK, JIM & D, J. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

UNDERWOOD, G. F. & MRS. (Retired) 150 Shadylane Cir. Ct, War-
ren, Ohio 44483

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N, 37th PI, Phoenix, Ariz.
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln, Dallas, Tex. 75228

+WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

+WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (Retired) Preacher & Chalk Artist,
1001 Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901

*WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville. Il
61832

*WELCH, RICHARD i CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts. No. 5, Madison,
Tenn.37115

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston Heights, S.C. 29405

WELLS, KENNETH i LILY. (Ret.) Box 1043, Whitefish, Mont. 59937

WEST, EDNA. (C) 910 Carlisle St., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907

WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c/o NPH*

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake. Olathe, Kans. 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) 5118 Ranch Rd., Bartlesville, Okla. 74003

¢WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St., Columbus, Ind. 47201
(full-time)

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr., Kokomo. Ind. 46901

¢WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr.. Bethany,
Okla. 73008

WILSON, ROBERT J. (C) Rte. 2, Box 139, Lexington. Ala. 35648

WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) P.O. Box 122, Mount Erie. IIl. 62446

WISE, DAVE. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

¢WISEHART, LENNY | JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St., Riverside, Calif. 92501

WOOLMAN, J. L. (Ret.) 1205 S.W. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73139

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) Rte. 2. Box 363, Old Lincoln Way. Orrville, Ohio
44667

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162, Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort. Ky. 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (C) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa. 15102

1976 MANUAL
Church of the Nazarene

Contains all the new legislature enacted by the
delegates of the 1976 General Assembly.

The official source book of the history, doctrine,
ritual, and polity of the Church of the Nazarene.
Bar-thumb indexing provides instant reference
to 12 different sections.

Pastors will want to urge every Nazarene home
to secure a copy of this 1976 edition. Churches
should order a quantity for presenting all new
members. Durably bound in black cloth board
with gold-stamped title.

$3.00:
12 or me
each $2

Order TODAY!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
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Not for Ladies Only

f everything IS not all rlght at

home, I'm no good.” A pastor
once made this remark rather cas-
ually. It probably could have been
said truthfully by any man, for no
man is at his best if he has trouble
at home. But especially is it true of
ministers, for a minister’'s home is a
vital factor in his work; and if every-
thing is not all right there, his whole
ministry suffers.

The atmosphere of his home de-
pends largely on the attitudes of his
wife. If she is contented and happy,
the family members will likely be
contented and happy too. She sets
the tone.

However, 40 years of marriage have
taught me that the man of the house
has his part, and together they make
the home what it is. (The editor tells
me that the men read this page too.)
There are some unique circum-
stances of the ministry which might
put a strain on the marriage relation-

by
Irene Coulter

General superintendent's
wife
Church of the Nazarene

March, 1977

ship. Against these we need to be on
guard.

The pastor is constantly giving to
others in selfless service outside the
home. When he gets home, he’s ready
to relax. There may be a subtle temp-
tation to relax his thoughtfulness.
I've heard of a proverb about the man
who was the joy of the street and the
sorrow of the home. This is the dan-
ger. His work is exceedingly impor-
tant. It takes its toll of physical,
mental, and spiritual resources. But
it should not drive him to the point
where he is too exhausted to be
thoughtful of the one he vowed to
love and to cherish. There is romance
in his public life. But his part is also
to keep romance alive at home with
unselfish concern for his loved ones.

Of course, when he goes home, if
she greets him with affection rather
than complaints, she is creating an
atmosphere conducive to his thought-
fulness.

The pastor listens without limit to
members of his parish if he is a true
pastor. He is human, He can become
weary of what sometimes seems to
be trivia; and when he gets away, he
wants peace and quiet. He may be
inclined to lapse into silence at home.
His wife may be hungry for adult con-
versation. She needs more than “Uh-
huh” as he picks up the evening
newspaper. As his wife she is a friend
to all, but she has no exclusive
friends in the congregation. No other
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occupation makes this demand of a
man'’s wife. If she is conscientious in
her desire to be a helpmeet to him in
the ministry, she’ll deny herself the
luxury of special friends. She’ll do it
for him and for the sake of the great-
est good of all in the parish. Besides
the Lord, her husband is really all
she has to fulfill her need for close-
ness. He should be her best earthly
friend—take an interest in her inter-
ests, listen to her talk about her life,
her burdens, hopes, and plans.

I once read an article on “The
Healing Touch of Attention.” It told
of a boy who was brought to the
Foundation for Religion and Psychia-
try for help. It didn’t take long for the
therapist to find out what was wrong.
“My parents don’t care about me.
We never do anything together. My
father never looks at me when | talk
to him. My mother nags about my
hair, but she never listens.”1 When
you fail to pay attention, you are re-
jecting. “Rejection hurts. Attention
heals. It is as simple as that.”

A visitor in our home was amazed
to know my husband called from the
office in a spare moment—for no
special reason—just to talk. That
kind of attention has kept romance
alive.

There are many demands on a
pastor’'s time. His is not an eight-
hour day. Many of his evenings are
taken up in church activities. It is
tragic for a man to give so much time
to his public life that his wife and
children seldom see him. It is impor-
tant that he arrange his schedule so
that he has some time to give his un-
divided attention to those at home.
He is responsible for them. They
need him.

There is another side, however. His
wife and children should be willing
to make personal sacrifices for the
sake of the needs of others. His wife,
by her attitude, can help the chil-
dren to understand what their father

18

is doing, to be concerned with the
needs of others, and to be willing part
of the time to forego pleasures they'd
like to enjoy. “They need you more
than we do” is a much better reaction
than “Do you have to go?” when a
cherished family activity is inter-
rupted and Dad is called away.

Take a little time to be alone to-
gether. You may find it hard to ar-
range, but the joy of success in the
church will be dampened if the pas-
tor is going so hard that he and his
wife become strangers.

But with all of the circumstances
of the ministry that can cause strain,
the opportunities for sharing and
closeness are greater than in any
other walk of life.

A minister's work overflows into
his home. He and his wife know the
same people. They are united in a
common purpose—commitment to
Christ and the church. The rewards
are greater than just bringing home
the paycheck. Seeing lives trans-
formed, homes salvaged, joy and
hope coming into the countenances
of people, knowing together you have
invested something of you love and
self-forgetfulness to see these things
come to pass, is great compensation.

More than that, such sharing in a
common purpose contributes to the
blessedness of your relationship with
each other. No couple has greater
opportunity for oneness than a pastor
and his wife.

How things are in the parsonage
colors the quality of the pastoral
ministry. It takes two—both the pas-
tor and his wife—looking out for the
needs of the other, paying attention,
listening.

As they succeed in this important
relationship, they are obeying scrip-
tural admonition and giving to their
congregation an example of Christian
love and grace.

1. The quotation is from a Reader’s Digest of un-

known date. The article was condensed from Guide-
posts of April, 1969.

The Preacher’s Magazine
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Wesley on "Entire" and
"Instantaneous®Sanctification

By Roy S. Nicholson*

has arisen from a
lack of attention to John Wesley's

uch confusion

Wesley was careful to insist upon the
recognition of need for growth and con-

distinctions between “sanctification” anchual increase beyond the crisis of

“entire sanctification.” He spoke of love
and “perfect love”; salvation and “full
salvation,” or “entire salvation”; sancti-
fication and “entire sanctification,” or
“full sanctification.” He taught that “the
moment a sinner is justified, his heart is
cleansed in a low degree; but yet he has
not a clean heart in the full, proper sense,
till he is made ‘perfect in love.”” (Quoted
by Wm. McDonald in John Wesley and
His Doctrine: The Christian Witness Co.,
1904, p. 70). And Wesley further declares
that “believers who are not convinced of
the deep corruption of their hearts . . .
have little concern about entire sancti-
fication” (Wesley’'s Works,** V:168-69).

“ Entire sanctification, or Christian
perfection, is neither more nor less than
pure love; love expelling sin, and govern-
ing both the heart and life of a child of
God” (McDonald, op. cit.,, p. 76). And
Wesley says that it is proper when refer-
ring to sanctification as being “saved
from all sin,” to add the words “wholly,
entirely, or the like” (Worfes, VI11:294).

*General
Church.

president emeritus, The Wesleyan

**The Works herein referred to is The Works of
John Wesley, 14 volume, complete and unabridged
edition, reprinted by Zondervan Publishing House
from the authorized edition first published in Lon-
don, 1872.

March, 1977

cleansing. “There is no perfection of de-
grees, as it is termed; none which does not
admit of a continual increase. So that
how much soever any man has attained,
or how high a degree soever he is perfect,
he hath still need ‘to grow in grace,” and
daily to advance in the knowledge and
love of God his Saviour” (Works, VI1:5-6).

Diligence to Wesley’'s distinction be-
tween the justified believer and the en-
tirely sanctified believer would avoid the
all-too-frequent erroneous, extravagant,
and unscriptural overstatements which
some have made for Christian perfection.
“Mr. Wesley speaks of justification ex-
pelling the love of the world, love of plea-
sure, love of ease, etc., but not all love of
the world, all love of pleasure, all love of
ease, etc. But when he speaks of sancti-
fication, it is ‘love to God without “the
least love” of the creature’; ‘love to man,
excluding “all envy.” ’ (For a fuller treat-
ment see Wesley's Works, X1:400-402.)

McDonald says that “Wesley believed
that all the fruits of the Spirit existed in
regeneration, but not in the same mea-
sure as in entire holiness. One was the
work begun, the other, the work com-
pleted. Herein Mr. Wesley is perfectly
consistent with himself’ (op. cit., pp. 83-
84).

John Wesley's acute perception of hu-

19



man nature led him to feel that some who
had experienced the wonderful change in
justification might lead them to “natur-
ally . . . imagine that all sin is gone, that
it is utterly rooted out of the heart, and
has no place therein. How easily do they
draw the conclusion, | ‘feel’ no sin, there-
fore | ‘have’ none: it does not ‘stir,’ there-
fore it does not ‘exist’: it has no motion,
therefore it has no ‘being’!” But he re-
minds his readers that “sin remains in
him; yea, the seed of all sin, till he is
sanctified throughout” (ibid., p. 82).

Gradual or instantaneous?

Wesley considered that the doctrine of
Christian perfection, or entire sanctifi-
cation, was “the grand depositum which
God has lodged with the people called
Methodists, and for the propagating this
chiefly he appears to have raised us up.”

One of the questions which has per-
sisted unto this day is: Is this experience
obtained gradually or instantaneously?
Some argue that it is obtained gradually,
and others that it is obtained instantan-
eously. Both sides quote Wesley as their
authority. William McDonald, a Metho-
dist minister, one of the founders and
promoters of the organization which for a
century was called the National Holiness
Association (now the Christian Holiness
Association), treats of the apparent dif-
ferences in Wesley's views on this matter.

In his book John Wesley and His Doc-
trine, McDonald says that in the early
part of his ministry, Wesley did not seem
to have been settled on this point. But as
Wesley “advanced in his work, personal
experience threw much light on the sub-
ject, and settled in his mind some ques-
tions of great value. The question as to
whether it was ‘gradual’ or ‘instanta-
neous,’” or ‘both,” was difficult to deter-
mine; and not until he was compelled by
the testimony of hundreds of his minis-
ters and members, of whose experience he
could not doubt, was he forced to regard
it as an instantaneous work, preceded
and followed, like justification, by a grad-
ual work” (p. 89).

At first, Wesley was inclined to believe
that it was gradual, and to be accomp-
lished at or near death. Later he declared
how painstakingly he had personally ex-
amined those who professed instan-
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taneous sanctification with “the most
searching questions we could devise,”
which led to replies “without hesitation,
and the utmost simplicity, so that we
were fully persuaded that they did not
deceive themselves” (ibid., p. 91).

Wesley's meticulous examination of
the experiences, and observation of the
lives, of those who believed they were
sanctified, and comparison with the
Scriptures, “who declared with one voice
that the change was wrought in a mo-
ment,” led him to affirm: “1 cannot but
believe that sanctification is commonly,
if not always, an ‘instantaneous’ work.”
And Wesley further concludes concern-
ing “instantaneous” sanctification that
“there is evidence enough to satisfy any
unprejudiced person” (ibid., pp. 92-93).

Apropos this same “instantaneous-
ness,” Wesley speaks of physical death as
occurring in “the instant the soul is sep-
arated from the body.” And in the same
paragraph he says one “is not dead to sin,
till sin is separated from his soul; and in
that instant he lives the full life of love”
(Works, X1:402).

Hester Ann Rogers’ Journal, page 174,
contains a clear and pointed statement
by John Wesley on this vital matter:
“You may obtain a ‘growing’ victory
‘over’ sin from the moment you are justi-
fied. But this is not enough. The ‘body
of sin,” the ‘carnal mind,” must be ‘de-
stroyed’; the old man must be slain, or we
cannot put on the new man, which is
created after God (or which is the image
of God) in righteousness and true holi-
ness; and this is ‘done in a moment.’ To
talk of this work as being gradual would
be nonsense, as much as if we talked of
gradual justification” (quoted by Mc-
Donald, op. cit., p. 92).

On the matter of “entire” and “instan-
taneous” sanctification, we have Wesley's
teaching, supported by the Word of God,
that it “implies deliverance from all sin”;
“that this is received merely by faith”;
“that it is given instantaneously in one
moment” ; “that we are to expect it, not
at death, but at every moment. . . . Our
word does not profit either in regard to
justification or sanctification, unless we
bring people to accept it while we speak”
(ibid., p. 94).

“The Sum of the Doctrine” (of Chris-
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tian Perfection) and “Brief Thought on
Christian Perfection,” which Wesley
stated to have been “a simple account of
the manner wherein | first received the
doctrine of perfection, and the sense
wherein | do receive and teach it to this
day . . may be found in Works, XI:
441-46.

The vital relationship which exists be-
tween clear and correct preaching of
entire and instantaneous sanctification
and the progress of the work of God is
plainly expressed in Wesley’s Journal for
August 14-15, 1776, on the occasion of his
visit to Launceston: “Here | found the
plain reason why the work of God had
gained no ground in this Circuit all the
year. The preachers had given up the
Methodist testimony. Either they did not
speak of Perfection at all (the peculiar
doctrine committed to our trust), or they
spoke of it only in general terms, without
urging believers to ‘go on unto perfec-
tion,” and to expect it every moment. And
wherever this is not earnestly done, the
work of God does not prosper” (Works,
1V:83).

Midweek Happening

By Winn O. Allison*

Wednesday evening prayer services can
be either very inspiring or extremely bor-
ing. At our church recently, we had a real
midweek “happening.” It was an excit-
ing time of sharing with each other. Of
dialogue. Of praying. Of rapping. Of sing-
ing. And more—the Lord met with us in
aunique way. Our lives were touched and
refreshed.

It wasn’t too complicated and certainly
didn’t take a great deal of preparation. |
share the idea with you in the hope that
the Spirit might be able to break in on
other Wednesday evening congregations.

Before the service, we arranged two
lecterns—side by side on the sanctuary

=Associate pastor, Taylor Avenue Church of the
Nazarene, Racine, Wis.
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level—down where the people were.
There were two leaders—the pastor and
associate pastor joining forces for this
“experiment in praise.” It was unre-
hearsed.

As the people arrived, there was a
calm, friendly atmosphere. Quiet conver-
sation took place between friends and the
pastors.

At the announced time, we began sing-
ing hymns about peace, assurance, and
trust in God. The pace was set. We were
in the quiet frame of mind in which God
could speak to us. And speak He did!

From Worship in Song, we shared
reading No. 567, “Thirsting for God.”
The leaders read in unison and the con-
gregation read responsively.

And then we prayed. Needs of our peo-
ple were listed—those hospitalized, away
on vacation, and those experiencing
trials. A layman led in prayer and the
windows of heaven were opened; we
sensed the lifting power of corporate
praying.

Several shared their testimony. One
expressed concern for our teens. We
paused and lifted the teens to the Lord.
Another shared her faith and told how the
friendliness of our church had broken
down her hard shell.

As testimonies were given, the pastor
and associate responded in an impromp-
tu dialogue—with each other and with
those who testified. Sometimes a scrip-
ture was shared. Again, a personal experi-
ence came to mind and was shared—to
amplify and continue the thought.

A teen girl told us how she felt about
the children who came on our bus. There
was a warmth of concern as we prayed
for these children and their families.

A young adult told of his desires for our
church and the importance of Christian
fellowship in his life. All adults and
parents were lifted in prayer to the Lord.

It was exciting for us to catch a glimpse
of “need-centered” prayer—praying for
needs, one by one, as each was presented.

At the close we sang the chorus “ God
Is So Good.”

Maybe your church doesn’'t have an
associate pastor. Use the minister of
music or another layman, or two laymen.
This midweek “happening” could be an
inspiring boost to your congregation.
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Thoughts on Pentecost

Gordon Johnson, editor of Time to
Tell, a publication of the Evangelical
Methodist church, shares this paper with
me, and from one of its recent issues |
pass along this “starting point.”

Pentecost needs to be (1) reviewed in
depth; (2) received in faith; (3) revived
in power.

There’s a lot to be uncovered if these
points are pursued.

A Lesson from Zaccheus

| ran across an interesting though from
the pen of Lowell M. Atkinson concerning
the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19, and
it's a good “starting point.” Most men
who met Zacchaeus said “sinner.” But
Jesus said “Zacchaeus.” Atkinson points
out that “the world saw the sinner in the
man, but Jesus saw the man in the sin-
ner” (Pulpit Digest, July/August, 1976,
p. 39).

Prayer and Preaching

John Killinger's recent book, Bread
for the Wilderness, Wine for the Journey
(Word Books, 1976), is exciting reading.
The book really is about Killinger's pil-
grimage back to some of the basics he
felt he had lost somewhere along the way.

One of the discoveries for Killinger was
prayer. Among other things, here is what
he wrote: “. . . it is through prayer that
the power comes to preach well, and it is

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, Taylor Avenue
Church ofthe Nazarene
Racine, Wis.

22

through prayer that we are able to hear
the preaching” (p. 93).

Elsewhere in this volume, Killinger
writes: “Regardless of how fine a preacher
the pastor is, or how efficient an admin-
istrator, or how clever a table conversa-
tionalist, he is no shepherd of Christ if he
does not pray for his congregation. No one
is more partial than | to preaching. Yet
| would far rather have a minister who
lifted me before God than one who merely
lifted me by the hair of my head” (p. 95).

A Lesson from David

In 1 Samuel 30 a moment of discour-
agement and despair is revealed in the
life of David. “But David took strength
from the Lord” (v. 6, Living Bible).*
(The Berkeley Version reads, “laid hold
on the Lord his God.”)

| gathered these thoughts from the
chapter: (1) There is the posture of the
soul, which determines destiny. It is
man’s part to acknowledge his need, and
God’s part to meet it. David stood at
attention before God. (2) There is the
promise that invites us onward. There is
always a promise from God that His pres-
ence is available. David had lived enough
with God to know this. (3) There is a
plan which takes us to tomorrow. And
that plan always includes an open, obe-
dient heart, and a strengthening, shep-
herding God.

The Tragedy of Solomon

In 1 Kings 11, we read the tragic dis-
obedience of Solomon. It unfolds in the
opening part of the chapter when Solo-
mon is cautioned not to marry outside
the will of God, for, asv. 2 warns, the wo-
men would turn his heart from the Lord.
The remainder of the context shows three
stages in Solomon’s disobedience:

(1) Solomon’s downfall began with
guestion of loyalty. Solomon disregarded
the warning not to marry outside God’s
plan. But v. 3 relates the tragic con-
clusion when Solomon turned his loyalty
from God. It states: . and sure
enough, they turned his heart away from
the Lord. . . . They encouraged him to
worship their gods instead of trusting

*All scriptures are from The Living Bible, copy-

right © 1971, Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton,
111 Used by permission.
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completely in the Lord as his father
David had done.”

(2) Stage 2 shows the quality of life

that became Solomon’s in his disobedient
state: “Thus Solomon did what was
clearly wrong and refused to follow the
Lord as his father David did” (v. 6).

(©)] Stage three is seen in the quantity

of Solomon’s losses. V. 11 gives us God's
summary for Solomon: “ ‘Since you have
not kept our agreement and have not
obeyed my laws, | will tear the kingdom
away from you and your family and give
it to someone else.’”

Seeds for Sermons

Joshua Our Jesus
Looking
Toward Easter

"When the name ‘Joshua’ is translated
into Greek it becomes ‘Jesus’ (cf. Acts
7:45; Heb. 4:8). The name signifies
‘Saviour.” In many ways this Old Testa-
ment Jesus foreshadows characteristics of
the New Testament Jesus. He had no evil
recorded against him; he was free from all
desire of self-aggrandizement or lust of
gain; there was no taint of selfishness to
mar the simple nobility of his character;
in every circumstance he displayed one
supreme desire: to know the will of God”
(Chester O. Mulder, BBC, Vol. Il, p. 21).

by
Mark E. Moore

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Sylvania, Ohio

March, 1977

Invite your people this month to read
Joshua, and they will clearly see Jesus
through the pages.

March 6

JOSHUA—A MAN
UNDER AUTHORITY

Scripture: Joshua 513'15, 6:1'3, 9'11,

15-17, 25

“

Text: . .as captain of the host of the
Lord am I now come. And Joshua . . . did
worship” (v. 14).

One day a centurion, a
man of authority, came to Jesus asking
health for his servant. Worshiping, and
acknowledging the authority of Jesus, the
centurion said, “l am a man under au-
thority” (Matt. 8:9). Men of authority
are also men under authority.

It was such with Jesus. Time and again
He said, “lI came to do the will of my
Father.”

It was such with Joshua. In Josh. 5:13-
15, we see worship of Jesus as the one in
authority over his life. The general agree-
ment of Bible scholars is that this “cap-
tain of the host of the Lord” was Jesus.
No one was ever rebuked for worshipping

Introduction:



Jesus. But even John was rebuked when
he bowed before a heavenly being (Rev.
19:10).

The significant thing is that all that
Jesus asked of Joshua was reverence and
obedience. This being established, the
Lord could now lead Joshua as we see in
chapter 6.

I. Shut Upthe Enemy.“N ow JeriChOWaS
straitly shut up because of the children
of Israel” (v. 1).

Too often God's people are afraid of
the enemy. God'’s plan is for the enemy to
be afraid of God'’s people. When we have
made total surrender to Jesus in rever-
ence and obedience, then let us rely on
the authority that is ours in Jesus. The
Lord did not have Joshua bypass Jericho,
but conquer it.

Il. shut v pthe Doubters. “And JOShua
had commanded the people, saying, Ye
shall not shout, nor make any noise with
your voice . . . until the day I bid you
shout” (v. 10). | don’'t know about the
people you pastor, but | know if | were to
tell my people to “shut up” (pardon me
—abstain from speaking), nothing would
start them talking faster. Yet | have seen
God'’s plan hindered by people talking too
much. Picture the people marching
around Jericho saying, “This is foolish.
Nothing is happening. We've never done
it this way before. Joshua is not like
Moses.” When Jesus has spoken, there is
nothing more to be said. A motto in my
study reads: “Don’t give God instructions
.. . Just report for duty.”

“And Joshua
and she dwelleth in

“I Shut In the Beliver.
saved Rahab . . .
Israel” (v. 25).

Thank the Lord we can be taken from
the city of destuction and live with the
children of God. I'm glad God allowed
some prayer warriors to destroy my city
of sin and save me alive! Thank God, |
now live with the children of God.

i well remember the testi-
mony of an old prayer warrior who said
one night in the midweek service, “I'm
not shouting tonight, for I am in the bat-
tle. But when the battle is over, then |
will shout.” Fellow warriors of Jesus, let's
shut up the enemy. Shut out the doubt-
ers, and shut in the believers!

Conclusion:

24

March 13

JOSHUA OUR JESUS—
HE LEFT NOTHING UNDONE

Josh. 11:15, 23; Num. 33:

Scripture:

50-56

Text: “As the Lord commanded Moses
his servant, so did Moses command
Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left noth-
ing undone of all that the Lord com-
manded Moses” (Josh. 11:15).

If there could be an epi-
taph on the tombstone of Joshua, nothing
would be more fitting than these words:
“He left nothing undone of all that the
Lord commanded.” If there were an epi-
taph carved into the keystone of the
empty grave of Jesus, nothing would be
more fitting than Jesus’ words: “I have
finished the work which thou gavest me
to do” (John 17:4). In Joshua and in
Jesus we see God’s plan of salvation for
man.

In Num. 33:50-56 we read God's plan
to Moses:

Introduction:

l. brive 0oue. “Drive out all the inhabi-
tants of the land from before you . . . dis-
possess the inhabitants of the land”
(vv. 52-53). In reading Joshua, one shud-
ders at the heartless destruction of the
enemies of God’s people. Yet the mes-
sage is clear. Either you will utterly
destroy the enemy, or the enemy will
finally destroy you. Joshua 16:10 is one
of many illustrations where the enemy
was not totally destroyed. The final
downfall of Israel years later had its seeds
of destruction in failing to utterly destroy
the enemy.

Many of us remember the closing of the
Nazarene work in China in the late 1940s.
Years before, the Nationalist army of
China defeated the Communistic forces
and drove the small remnant to an ob-
scure corner of the nation in what history
records as “The Long March.” Yet from
this small group came the seeds of de-
struction that finally conquered China.
When God says, “Drive out,” He knows
that only full victory is victory.

Il. b estroy. “Destroy all their pictures”
(v. 52). I am glad that the Nineteenth
General Assembly of the Church of the
Nazarene in Dallas last June reaffirmed
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and strengthened its stand against pic-
tures that destroy. “The avoidance of the
motion picture theater . . . the violent, or
the sensual and pornographic.” Susannah
Wesley's advice to her son John is still
valid: “Take this rule: Whatever weakens
your reason, impairs the tenderness of
your conscience, obscures your sense of
God, or takes off the relish of spiritual
things—in short, whatever increases the
strength and authority of your body over
your mind, that thing is sin to you, how-
ever innocent it may be in itself.” It is
still true—whatever gets your attention
gets you.

. owerr. “Ye shall dwell therein”
(v. 53). This is what Joshua fulfilled in
Josh. 11:23. He “took the whole land”
and “gave it for an inheritance.” Joshua
did all that Moses and the Lord com-
manded. Whe he had finished, he gave
God's people a land of rest.

Conctusion: “For if Jesus [Greek spelling
of Joshua] had given them rest, then
would he not afterward have spoken of
another day. There remaineth therefore
arest to the people of God” (Heb. 4:8-9).
Thank God, one day there came a greater
Joshua—our Jesus! He too did all God
told Him to do. He drove out the devil.
He destroyed the evil pictures of my
mind. He gave me an “inheritance among
them which are sanctified” (Acts 26:18),
and | dwell in the Caanan Land of His
rest.

March 20

JOSHUA OUR JESUS—
THE RED ROPE OF REDEMPTION

Josh. 2:12-22; 6:17, 22

“Thou shalt bind this line of
scarlet thread in the window which thou
didst let us down by” (v. 18).

Scripture

Text:

Introduction

This scarlet thread is a
symbol of the blood of Christ that is
woven through the pages of the Bible. It
was more than a weak piece of yarn, for
it held the weight of the two spies. It was
a “Red Rope of Redemption.”

I. Others Have Been Saved by T his Red

Rope of Redemption.

March, 1977

| like to picture those two spies glanc-
ing back as they flee to the mountains to
look at the red rope of redemption in
Rahab’s window. | can almost hear one
say to the other, “If it hadn't been for
that red rope, we would have been lost.
I'm glad we told Rahab that she too can
be saved if she will but have faith in us
and in that red rope.”

I am forever grateful to those who have
gone before me and left their testimony of
salvation because of the red rope of sal-
vation—the blood of Jesus.

1. I, TOO, Can
R ope of Redemption.

Paul, in his first letter to the church at
Corinth, admits that to the world, faith is
foolishness (1:21f.). No doubt friends of
Rahab asked her about the red rope. She
could not tell them, but would say in her
heart, It saved men of God who have gone
before me. It can, it will save me. As
Edward Mote wrote: “My hope is built on
nothing less / Than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness.”

Be Saved by T his Red

IIl. The Red R ope T estifies that Re-
demption D raweth N igh.

| like to think of those seven days of
waiting as described in Josh. 6:12-16.
There is Rahab looking out her window,
holding the red rope of redemption as she
watches the men march by below. She
has mixed feelings. Every day brings her
one day closer to the day of judgment. It
also brings her one day closer to her day
of redemption. | also believe as the men
marched around the city, they looked up
and saw that red rope and rejoiced that in

that city there was a family full of faith.

Frank G. Slaughter, in his
book The Scarlet Cord, weaves in a love
theme between Joshua and Rahab. | do
not agree with the writer. Nevertheless,
there is a love theme between me and my
Jesus. | am glad there hangs a red rope
of redemption from the window of my
soul. | know it has saved others. | know it
is my only hope of salvation. Best of all,
just as Rahab thrilled as she watched the
events of her day, knowing that Joshua
her redeemer was coming, | thrill, for
Jesus is coming! Jesus himselfsaid: “And
when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads, for

Conclusion:
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your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke
21:28).

March 27
THE CHOICE IS YOURS

Josh. 24:14-28

“ Choose you this day whom ye will
serve . . . but as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord” (v. 15).

An old Chinese proverb
carries the thought: “He who picks up
one end of the stick, picks up the other
end as well.” You have the power of
choice, but you do not have the power to
alter the outcome of that choice.

Scripture

Text

Introduction:

“As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.”

My father has said that one thing he
remembers about family prayer in his
home was his father praying, “Lord, we
care not for riches, wealth, or fame, but
only that we might be an unbroken circle
around the throne of God.” Because this
man chose God for himself and his fam-
ily, grandchildren such as Gary Moore
are blessing our church, and great-grand-
children such as Paul Jetter are on the
mission field.

I. I Chose.

1. YOU choose. “Choose you this day
whom ye will serve.”

Your choice as to whether you will
serve God or gods is your greatest choice
in life. A friend of ours who for many
years was director of a child placement
agency had one unusual requirement for
adoptive parents. Both parents must
attend church—the same church. This
was her evaluation of the place of God
and the church in family life.

1. YOUH ave Chosen. “Ye are witnesses
against yourselves that ye have chosen
the Lord, to serve him. And they said, We
are witnesses” (v. 22).

Now that you have chosen to follow the
Lord—

A. Do it sincerely (v. 14). God will put
up with a lot of blunders and imperfec-
tions if we are sincere.

B. Do it jealously (vv. 16,19). True
love is a jealous love. Our God is ajealous
God. He will not tolerate our sharing our
love with “gods.”
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C. Do it with faith in yourself (v. 24).
Many people fail in their Christian faith,
not from lack of faith in God, but lack of
faith in themselves. A pastor put his
hand on the shoulder of a young convert
as he was leaving the church service and
said, “Russell, you are going to make it.”
Later the young convert said, “1 was very
discouraged that morning, but | thought,
my pastor believes in me. My God be-
lieves in me. | must believe in myself.”
Today he is a pastor, and one of the
tenets of his ministry is: Believe in your-
self.

“So Joshua made a cove-
nant with the people that day . . . and set
it up there under an oak, that was by the
sanctuary of the Lord” (vv. 25-26), “and
... Joshua . . .died” (v. 29).

One day my Jesus went to the accursed
tree—|1 wonder, Was it, too, an oak? And
there “Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant” (Heb. 12:24) died for me. How
can | say otherwise than “as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord”?

Conclusion:

2 Corinthians 3

Commendation or
recommendation? (3:1)

“Commend” is the verb synistanein,
which is a variant of synistemi. Arndt
and Gingrich define it as: “ (re) commend
someone to someone” (p. 798). (See
Earle, Word Meanings, 3:256.)

From this comes the adjective sys-
tatisos (only here in NT), meaning “in-
troducing, commendatory” (AG, p. 802).
In the last part of the verse the KJV is
more full than the Greek, which simply
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says (NASB):* “Letters of commenda-
tion to you or from you.” But the tech-
nical term today for this is what the NIV
has: “letters of recommendation to you
or from you.” ** In many places the NIV
represents contemporary English idiom
better than any other version.

Of Christ (3:3)

Is the genitive case here subjective
(written by Christ), objective (telling
about Christ), or possessive (belonging
to Christ)? As in many other cases in the
New Testament, we cannot be certain.
Plummer (ICC) and Bernard (EGT) pre-
fer the first. This is well represented in
the NIV, “a letter from Christ.”

Ministered by us (3:3)

The Greek is diaconethesia hyph
hemon, literally “have been served
[ministered] by us.” The connection with
the preceding expression is well brought
out by Barnard: “the Apostle conceiving
of himself as his Master's amanuensis”
(EGT, 3:53). This idea is caught by Wey-
mouth—*“ penned by us.” Paul says that
the Corinthian Christians were “the
result of our ministry” (NIV). The most
important result of his ministry was what
was written on the hearts of his converts.

Tables or tablets? (3:3)

“Tables of stone” is evidently a ref-
erence to the two “ tables of stone” (Exod.
31:18) on which the Ten Commandments
were written. But the correct term today
is “tablets.”

The Greek plax occurs only here
(twice) and in Heb. 9:4—*the stone tab-
lets of the covenant” (NIV). The word
literally means something flat, and so
here a flat stone.

Contrasted with “tablets of stone” is
“tablets of human hearts” (NASB, NIV).
Incidentally, “in” (twice, KJV) should be
“on.”

Sufficient or adequate? (3:5)

Paul's statement here, “but our suf-
ficiency is of God,” is an answer to his
very pertinent question in 2:16—“And
who is sufficient for these things?” The

<From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.

e<From The New International Version, copyright,

1973, by New York Bible Society International. Used
by permission.
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connection is also brought out in the
NASB: “And who is adequate for these
things? . . . but our adequacy is from
God” The adjective is hikanos (frequent
in NT). The noun is hikanotes (only
here). But the KJV of verse 6, “made us
able,” fails to indicate that there the verb
is hikanoo (only here and Col. 1:12),
which, of course, is derived from hikanos.
The NASB correctly represents this:
“made us adequate.” Our adequacy
comes from Christ.

Testament or covenant? (3:6)

The word diatheke occurs 33 times in
the NT. In the KJV itis translated “Cov-
enant” 20 times and “testament” 13
times. Most commentators agree that it
should probably be rendered “cov-
enant” except in Heb. 9:16-17 and pos-
sibly Gal. 3:15 (see comments at the lat-
ter place).

The letter (3:6)

Gramma (from which we get “gram-
mar”) first meant a letter of the alpha-
bet. Then it came to mean what is writ-
ten, and so a document (usually in the
plural), an epistle, and even a book.
Arndt and Gingrich feel that it is used
here “of the literally correct form of the
law” (p. 164.)

Paul says that the letter kills, but the
spirit (pneuma) makes alive. Plummer
comments: “But we must not be mis-
led by the common contrast in English
between ‘letter’ and ‘spirit,” which means
the contrast between the literal sense
and the spiritual or inward sense of one
and the same document or authority. By
gramma and pneuma St. Paul means two
different authorities; gramma is the writ-
ten code of the Law, pneuma is the opera-
tion of the Spirit in producing and pro-
mulgating the Gospel” (p. 87).

Schrenk agrees with this when he
writes: “Any suggestion is to be rejected
which would have it that the spirit of
Scripture is here opposed to its letter, or
its true or richer sense to the somatic
body” (TDNT, 1:767). The contrast is
between the written Law and the life-
giving Spirit.

Ministration or ministry? (3:7-9)

The Greek word diaconia (4 times here)
occurs 34 times in the NT and is trans-
lated “ministry.” 16 times in the KJV.
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That is clearly the correct translation
here (cf. NASB, NIV).

Incidentally, it should be noted that
“engraven in stones” (v. 7) should be
“engraved in letters on stone” (NIV).
That is what the Greek text says. The
reference, of course, is to the Ten Com-
mandments.

Plainness or boldness? (3:12)

Parresia occurs 31 times in the NT and
is translated “boldness” 8 times, “confi-
dence” 6 times, “openly” 4 times, and
“plainly” 4 times. Only here is it ren-
dered “plainness of speech.”

The word comes from pas, “all,” and
hresis, “speech.” So it basically means
“freedom of speech.” Abbot-Smith says:
“In LXX, Josephus, and NT, also (from
the absence of fear which accompanies

freedom of speech), confidence, bold-
ness” (p. 347).
Schlier writes: “Above all, the dis-

cussion in 2 c. 3:12ff shows that for Paul
parresia to God—the uncovered face of
Paul looking towards Him, 3:18—implies
an uncovered face which men can see as
Israel could not see the covered face of
Moses, 3:13. He who lifts up his face un-
covered to God also turns uncovered to
men” (TDNT, 5:883).

So we have here the ideas of openness
and boldness. The latter is perhaps not
only “in our speech” (NASB), but in
general (NIV).

Veil (3:13-16)

The noun kalymma is found once each
in these four verses, and nowhere else in
the NT. It comes from the verb kalypto,
“cover,” and ao means “a covering.”

Abolished or fading away? (3:13)

While the verb katargeo does have
“abolish” as one of its meanings, “fading
away” (NASB, NIV) fits much better
here. It was the glory on his face that
faded away after a while.

The reference is to Exod. 34:33, where
the KJV reads: “Till Moses had done
speaking with them he put a vail on his
face.” Plummer says: “ This is erroneous.
The correct translation is, ‘When Moses
had done speaking with them he put a
veil on his face’ [cf NASB]. He knew that
the brightness was caused by converse
with Jehovah, and would fade away when
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he was absent from the divine presence.
He did not wish the people to see the dis-
appearance of the brightness, and there-
fore, when he had delivered his message,
he covered his face, until he returned to
the presence of the Lord” (pp. 96-97).

Open or unveiled? (3:18)

The Greek for “open” is anakeka-
lymmeno, the perfect passive participle
of anakalypto. This verb is found only
here and in verse 14, where it is trans-
lated “taken away.” It literally means
“To unveil” (A-S, p. 30), and so the cor-
rect translation here is “unveiled”
(NASB, NIV).

Glass or mirror? (3:18)

“Beholding as in a glass” is all one
word in Greek—katoptrizomenoi, the
present middle participle of katoptrizo
(only here in NT). In the middle it means
“to reflect as a mirror” (A-S p. 242).
Since they did not have glass mirrors
(only bronze in Paul's day), “glass”
(KJV) is incorrect.

Changed or transformed? (3:18)
The verb is metamorphoo, which is
rendered “transformed” in Rom. 12:2
(see our comments there). This is the lit-
eral meaning of the verb and the correct
translation here.

We Need the Church

I recently completed a book that stud-
ied growth of Christians in the last 15
years. Special attention was given to the
Jesus Movement and the unusual re-
vivals around the world (Latin America,
Korea, Indonesia). A decade later these
researchers asked, Where are the con-
verts? Almost without exception, they
discovered that those converts who had
either joined and were actively involved
in an established church, or formed a new
church were still Christians. But those
who had remained outside of the church
in small groups had returned to their old
ways of living.

This leads to the conclusion that the
church is essential to the Christian and
spiritual survival.

James T. Christy

The Preacher's Magazine



The Family of Man

Scripture: Philem. 1-25

Scripture:

The family of man should be Active
in Love and Faith (v. 5).

A. Toward God
B. Toward each other

. The family of man should be Active

in Sharing the Faith (v. 6).

The family of man should be Active
in Presenting Good Things About
Christ (v. 7).

A. Joy
B. Encouragement
C. Refreshment

The family of man should be Active
in Living Peaceably (vv. 15-16).

The family of man should be Active

in Working for Christ (vv.23-25).

A. As prisoners together for Christ
(v. 23)

B. As fellow workers for Christ (v.
24)

C. As blessed workers for Christ (v.
25)

Derl G. Keefer

The Family of God

1Pet. 2:4-12

Text: Verseb

Introduction: C. E. B. Cranfield writes:
“The free-lance Christian, who would be
a Christian but is too superior to belong
to the visible Church upon earth in one
of its forms, is simply a contradiction in
terms.” And William Barclay declares,
“The individual Christian only finds his,
true place when he is built into the edifice
of the Church.” What we are then is a
real family—the family of God.

March, 1977

. The family of God has one Leader—

Christ, “the

NIV).*

living stone” (2:4,

. The family of God has one Goal—

worshipping Christ, “offering spiri-
tual sacrifices” (2:5).

The family of God has one Fellow -
ship—the body of Christ. “But you
are a chosen people, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may de-
clare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonder-
ful light. Once you were not a people,
but now you are the people of God;
once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy”
(2:9-10).

The family of God has one Guide—
Christ’s Spirit. “And in him you too
are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his
Spirit” (Eph. 2:22).

The family of God has one Procla-
m ation—that Jesus is Lord, “glorify
God” (2:12).

Derl G. Keefer

The End

scripture: Rev. 22:12-21

Text:

“The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you all. Amen” (v. 21).

*

The End— Ends in the

Christ (vv. 12-13).

A. Christ is coming again.
1. Claim to believers
2. Claim to unbelievers

B. Christ is the Beginning and the
End.
1. Christ's claim is completeness.
2. Christ’s claim is eternal.
3. Christ's claim is authoritative.

Claims of

. The End— Ends in God’'s Promise to

Man (vv. 14-15).
A. Promise to the accepted man
B. Promise to the rejected man

All scripture is from The New International

Version, copyright © 1973 by New York Bible Society
International. Used by permission.
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I1l. The End— Ends in God’'s Guarantee
(v. 16)
A. He is who He claims to be—
1. Fulfillment of prophecy
2. Star of God’'s promise
3. Light of the World
4. God’'s Guarantee forever

IV. The End— Ends with an Invitation

(v. 17)
A. Christ and His Church join the
invitation.

B. Christians personally join the
invitation.

C. Everyone is included in the invi-
tation.

V. The End—Ends with Hope (vv.

20-21).

A. There is hope in Christ.
B. There is hope for mankind.
Derl G. Keefer

Because the
Spirit Has Control

Text: Eph. 2:22

Now as one body in Christ's Spirit, we
must feel the preeminence of His Spirit
and feel His blessing. We feel that in our
midst we will experience:

I. A Love that dominates differences.
Il. A victory that will not be stifled.
Il. A Growth that cannot be stopped.
IV. A Joy that must be shared.

V. A Future that is bright.

Derl G. Keefer

BULLETIN r BARREL

A friend was surprised to discover that
a minister had given up his pulpit several
years before and was now practicing
medicine. My friend asked why he had
done it.

“1 took up the practice of medicine
because | discovered that people will pay
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more money to care for their bodies than
for their souls,” he answered.

Some years later the man gave up
medicine and became an attorney.

Perplexed, my friend again asked for a
reason.

“1 took up the practice of law because
I discovered that people will pay more
money to get their own way than for
either body or soul.”

There is nothing but grief in a con-
science crushed, hardened, and made
silent by compromise and rationaliza-
tion.

* * *

The most difficult translation of the
Bible is that which must be translated
into Christlike living.

* * *

Misery doesn’t seek company so much
as create it.

* * *

It would be sacrilege, it would be
desecration, it would be wrong, unfair,
unjust, if divine power were given on
any other terms than absolute self-
abandonment.

—Catherine Booth

I know not by what methods rare,
But this | know: God answers prayer.
I know not when He sends the word
That tells us fervent prayer is heard.
I know it cometh soon or late;
Therefore, we need to pray and wait.
I know not if the blessing sought
Will come in just the guise | thought.
| leave my prayers with Him alone
Whose will is wiser than my own.
—Selected

The clock of life is wound but once,
And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour.

To lose one’s wealth is sad indeed,
To lose one’s health is more.

But to lose one’s soul is such a loss
That no man can restore.

The Preacher’s Magazine



AND fj

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

A Guide to Biblical Preaching

By James W. Cook (Abingdon, 1976. 142
pp., index and appendix, cloth, $6.50.)

The author, professor of preaching in
the Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, gives us a helpful source book for
preparing and preaching biblical ser-
mons. He begins by suggesting how his
book can be used most effectively, and
discusses first his definitions and then
their use in the mechanics of sermon
building.

Each homiletician has his own way of
expressing his views, just as does each
psychologist, theologian, or historian.
Dr. Cook’s book will stimulate students
of preaching, whatever their approach to
homiletical form.

One of the greatest strengths of this
book is the wealth of examples and illus-
trations with which he applies his theo-
ries. Here he practices what he preaches.
For example, in his discussion of opening
sentences, he suggests these as samples:
“Suppose you had just been saying Good-
bye to someone you loved intensely”
(James S. Stewart); “ Christianity began
not with subscription to a creed but with
attachment to a person” (McCracken);
“1 am venturing to begin our thought at
a strange place—the bedside of an in-
valid” (Luccock); and “This story begins
as it could begin with us too. It begins
with the fact that Elijah is sick of every-
thing—so fed up that he runs away”
(Schweizer).

March, 1977

He pleads for clarity, for interest, and
for what he calls “impressiveness.” He
argues convincingly that concreteness is
more effective than abstractions. “There
is more sensory appeal in talking about a
basket of juicy, red, Winesap apples than
simply about fruit; about Billy Graham,
than about a man; about the Matterhorn,
than about mountains.”

The appendix contains a lectionary, or
preaching program, for the entire Chris-
tian year.

When a homiletics professor gives us
the cream of his courses in one small vol-
ume, it is sure to be worth reading. We
thought this book was that cream.

J.M.

Help! I'm a Parent

By Bruce Narramore (Zondervan, sixth
printing, 1975. 174 pp., index, paper,
$2.95.)

This book offers practical answers for
the modern parent. Dr. Narramore is a
well-known Christian psychologist, and
he draws on both biblical and psychologi-
cal truth to establish a solid basis for
child rearing.

Part 1 gives the biblical and psycho-
logical foundations of child rearing. Part
2 is Shaping Your Child’s Behavior, with
chapters on discipline and communica-
tion. Part 3 considers the child’s inner
life, and part 4 is on “Losing Your Cool,”
parental guilt and fear. Very well written
and readable.
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Preachers’ Exchange

WANTED: Two copies of the book They
of Italy Salute You, by Earl Morgan.
Missionary reading book in 1958. Perhaps
some churches have one left. Howard
Culbertson, Via Toscanini 62, 50127 Flor-
ence, ltaly.

WANTED: We appeal to elderly min-
isters who are dispensing with their li-
braries to make some of their choice
books—commentaries and holiness books
—available to our Portuguese ministry,
all of whom read and speak English.
Contact before shipping. Earl E. Mostel-
ler, 1611 S. Sheppard, Kennewick, Wash.
99336.

WANTED: Memoirs of McCheyne, by
Andrew A. Bonar; Book I, letters and
messages. Harold Quantz, Box 274, Eck-
ville, Alberta, Canada.

WANTED: Copies of books by J. A
Kring, written in mid-thirties, especially

Trumpet Blasts to the Unsaved and Light
and Shadows. David Skaggs, Rte. 5, 706
Connie Ave., Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694.

WANTED: Preacher’s Magazines for
May, 1937; November, December, 1940.
Will pay $1.00 each. Write before send-
ing. Larry Stover, 6617 Walrond, Kansas
City, Mo. 64132.

WANTED: Copy of Elias Power of Ease-
in-Zion, by John M. Bamford. Also The
Unseen and Songs in Trial, same author.
Rodger N. Mayes, P.O. Box 28, Achilles,
Va. 23001.

WANTED: Copies of T. W. Willingham’s
book A Basket of Crumbs. (Can use up to
six copies.) Also Words of Cheer for Each
Day of the Year, by C. E. Cornell (can
use four copies). State price, condition,
and number of books. R. M. Rudisill, 228
W. Saint Francis St., Dexter, Mo. 63841.

FOR SALE: 1911 Pentecostal Church of
the Nazarene Manual, good condition.
Send offer. Thomas S. Fowler, Sr., P.O.
Box 252, Millington, Md. 21651.

WANTED: We Can If We Will, by Rus-
sell V. DeLong. Donald W. MacNeil, 325
E. Hunter St., Logan, Ohio 43138.

* Have Faith in a Failure
Anyone can appreciate a success, but
Jesus knew how to recoghize some-
thing of value in people considered by
others to be failures.

* Wesley’s Views on Humility
Everyone knows how John Wesley’s

COMING

next month

spirit exemplified this virtue, but not
many have listened to what he had to
say about it.

* Two Roads to Canaan

God’s road to Canaan is the shortest
possible way. He does not want His
people to wander “in the wilderness.”

= Praise Your Way Through
There is a time for everything, and that

means there

is a time for praise!

Sometimes it offers the best possible
way through.
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AMONG OURSELVES

It has not been too long now since more than 80 percent
of the 10,000 or more high school students questioned placed
the sermon at the top of the list of reasons why they went to
church. Admittedly, it was not last month. But if the pre-
eminence of preaching in the worship of Christ’'s Church has
declined, it is the fault of those who speak for Christ. You
might find it more helpful than you expected to read the
article by Dr. Cowles (p. 3) and then place it in perspective
with all the other demands our modern culture puts upon the
minister. It will not, we think, lessen in any way our interest
in the sick (p. 14) or for those in prison (p. 12). It will not
cause a conflict with our role as priests (p. 8), but will encour-
age us to provide the “tender, loving care” our people need
(p. 10). It may even have its effect on that “happening” that
can occur at midweek (p. 21). But you know all this—or you
would not even bother to read such a magazine as ours!

Yours for souls,



EASTER SERVICE

ALL FOR JESUS NEW!

By Gladys H. Leach. A unique presentation for
choir, reader, and speaking group. Narrative is
from the Scriptures, interwoven with six simplified
and abbreviated selections from Stainer’s famous
oratorio the Crucifixion. Especially suited for the

choir with limited rehearsal time. Performance
time, approximately 15 minutes.

ME-225 50c
EASTER CANTATA

CAN IT BE?

Written fay Larry Mayfield in contemporary style.
A combination of solos, narrative, dramatic choral
speech, and personal testimonies to depict the
predicament of humanity and point to the risen
Christ as our Solution. Performance time, approx
imately 55 minutes.

MB-387 Choral Book $2.95
L-7120 Stereo Album $5.98
L-7120C  Book/Album Combination $7.95
MU-7120 Accompaniment Tape (7" reel) $35.00
MU-7120C Accompaniment Tape (Cassette) $25.00
MU-551 Service Folder  Package of 100 / $3.50

Examination copies available to any program director or
choir leader upon request.

EASTER CANTATA

THE WEEK BEFORE

By Ed Seabough and Bob Burroughs. This recent
cantata for adult choirs brings the Easter message
to life with a contemporary sound, enhanced by
flute and optional guitar, handbells, finger cym-
bals, and brass quartet. Its beauty and inspiration
will make a lasting impression of events leading

up to the Resurrection. Performance time,
approximately 25 minutes.

ME-18 Choral Book $1.50
L-218  Stereo Album $5.98
L-218C Book/Album Combination $6.45

EASTER PROGRAMS

PROGRAM BUILDER "14 LATES
Compiled by Grace Ramquist. Save hours of
searching for materials and planning a well-
rounded Easter program. Offers an excellent
variety of music and graded program materials for
kindergarten through young adult with no dupli-
cations of previous Builders.

ME-114 95¢

FOR THE COMPLETE LINE of Easter material,
see the Lillenas Easter brochure sent to all
churches or send for a free personal copy.

Plan NOW for Easter Sunday—April 10

Available from your

PUBLISHING HOUSE
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