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Hot L ine to Heaven
c a l l i t “ the hot line.” Alexander Graham Bell never dreamed
his invention would someday reach such levels of efficiency. The
heads of state can pick up telephones and talk about matters o f extreme
importance without dialing, without operator assistance, without going
through any third party— and without delay.
Instant communication!
And long before Bell thought of it, God had it designed, produced,
and fully operable. His promise is “ Call upon me, and I will answer
thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not”
(Jer. 33:3).
Every pastor’s study is equipped with a direct line to heaven. He
needs only to pick up his “ telephone,” and he is in touch with the
throne room. He can have immediate audience with the King of Kings,
the omnipotent Ruler of the universe. No local, long distance, nor over
seas operators are necessary. There are no secretaries waiting to jot
down a message and ask Him to return your call. God himself is on the
other end of your “ hot line” when you need Him. Does this boggle the
mind? It does, of course, if you think of it in terms of telephones, wires,
switchboards, and cables. But it is real in the spiritual sense, and that
is the standard by which reality is ultimately measured.
God declares very clearly His intentions toward His servant: “ He
shall call upon me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in trouble;
I will deliver him, and honour him ” (Ps. 91:15).
How can a pastor get himself so involved in everything else that he
never has any time to use his “ hot line” ?
He knows about every new plan that has achieved success, and he
can show you with an organizational diagram how it works. He dreams
of pushing a button that produces the best results. He rises early,
works hard, stays busy, fights discouragement, and perhaps jogs a little
to keep healthy. But he seems to forget the priceless secret of power
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through prayer. He misses his chance to stay in touch with the One who
declared,
. . upon this rock I will build my church” (M att. 16:18).
This is no criticism o f pastors who plan well and work hard. They
are, in fact, following the example Jesus set as a worker who didn’t
“ know when to quit.” But they are not following His example when they
let other matters, however legitimate they may be, leave no time for
prayer.
Being busy is not an excuse. Jesus prayed even when He was
unusually busy. The busier He was, the more determined He was to find
some time to pray. “ But so much the more went there a fame abroad of
him: and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by
him of their infirmities. And he withdrew himself into the wilderness,
and prayed” (Luke 5:15-16).
When he had no time to eat, he took time to pray. Sometimes He
did not have an opportunity for rest, but He took time to pray. He was
never too busy to use the “ hot line.”
Jesus prayed before every crisis He faced. He prayed before He
chose His 12 disciples, and before sending them out to evangelize. He
prayed before beginning His public ministry, and before He went to His
death on the Cross.
He prayed early and late, day and night. Mark notes that “ in the
morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed
into a solitary place, and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). Luke tells us: “ And
it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to
pray, and continued all night in prayer to G od” (Luke 6:12).
Jesus was explicit in His analysis of why His disciples failed to
heal an afflicted child:
. this kind goeth not out but by prayer and
fasting” (M att. 17:21). Today’s pastor might learn from their ex
perience, if not indeed from his own failures, that there is no substitute
for the power that is released through prayer and faith.
Mary, Queen of Scots, was heard to say she feared the prayers of
John Knox more than the armies of England. This may be one of the
reasons his parishioners declared: “ John Knox can put more spirit into
us than 500 trumpets blowing at once!”
Knox had his hot line, and he knew how to use it.
If preachers today, like Jesus, and like others who have followed
His example, would take time to pray, there would be exciting results.
Can you see a pastor praying early and late, day and night, when
he has time available and also when he is the busiest? Praying before
each crisis he faces, and praying during every important activity?
Many pastors have the skills they need for effective ministry. They
seem eager enough to give their best effort. But there is just one thing
they lack. They need to use the hot line and draw more upon divine
power!
Preachers who have discovered this secret are experiencing new love
for souls, new joy in preaching, and a fresh source of strength to meet
the many demands o f their ministry. They are witnessing in some small
way what Isaiah saw coming:
. . before they call, I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isa. 65:24).
Your hot line to heaven is there. Take time to use it.
The Preacher’s Magazine
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C . S. C O W L E S ,

Professor, N orthw est Nazarene C ollege

Toward a Theology of the Family
The kingdom o f heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a mar
riage feast for his son . . . saying,
“Behold, I have made ready my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves
are killed, and everything is ready;
come to the marriage fea st” (Matt.
22:2-4, RSV).*
What is marriage to be? A cele
bration! A banquet! A party! A
joyous event! A superlative expe
rience!
What is family life to be? A feast!
A festive relationship! A fellowship
in which the eternal love of God is
mirrored in time. A foretaste o f the
blessedness o f the kingdom o f God.
A familial community where each
delights in the other, and all delight
in God.
Creation’ s wedding song

“ So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he
created th em . A n d G od blessed
them” (Gen. 1:27-28, RSV). From
the beginning, the life of man and
woman is bathed in the pristine glow
of festivity. W ith tender care and

Editor’s note: T his article is taken from the new book
The F estive Fam ily, by C . S. Cowles, and is printed
in an abridged form b y perm ission o f the publisher,
Impact Books P ublishing C o., N ashville.
*A11 scripture is from the R evised Standard
Version o f th e Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.
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magnificient flourish, God sets the
stage for His final creative act and
history’s first marriage. Out of pri
meval chaos God establishes an oasis
of indescribable beauty, lushness,
and warmth. In the midst of the
garden, trees are planted for the
nourishment of body and soul: “ Out
of the ground the Lord God made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight [aesthetic enjoyment] and good
for food [bodily nourishment], the
tree o f life also in the m idst o f
the garden [spiritual vitality], and
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil [creaturely boundaries]” (Gen.
2:9, bracketed phrases added).
The table is spread. The banquet
is prepared. All things are in readi
ness. The glorious acts of creation all
point toward one pinnacle event:
man and woman created to enjoy a
special relationship to each other in
the fellowship of God. What a feast!
Everything that man and woman
need for the enjoyment of their life
together is provided in abundance.
One o f the most important ele
ments in the celebrative family life
style comes to the surface at this
point— namely, everything of impor
tance begins on G od’s side. He is
the Creator and Giver of every good
and perfect gift. Creation is the
gracious expression of His boundless
love. As Karl Barth put it, “ Grace
is the incomprehensible fact that
3

God is well pleased with a man, and
that a man may rejoice in G od.”
And, according to G od’s creative
intention, man and woman may
rejoice in each other.
M arriage and the fam ily are
founded upon the principle of grace.
Before the commandment is given,
an invitation is proffered. Before
responsibility is enjoined, a marriage
is celebrated. “ Take, eat” precedes
the “ thou shalt not eat.” Long before
man and woman are able to dem on
strate their worthiness for such a
generous outpouring, God gives them
everything they will need for the
fulfillment of their lives together in
superabundance.
Man is created from the dust. But,
in order to show special kindness
toward the woman, God created her
from man, thus giving their relation
ship the dignity of being the greatest
miracle and mystery of creation.
Upon their natures God placed the
signature of His own image, and into
their spirits He tenderly breathed
His spirit.
The relationship established be
tween man and woman becomes the
paradigm of the fellowship that God
desires with man. As Arend Van Leeuwen indicates, “ With the creation
of man in God’s image, in the
partnersh ip o f m ale and fem ale
which represents G od’s partnership
with his people, there begins the
history o f God’s covenant, the central
feature of the creation.”
Marriage is not an afterthought, a
convenience, or a culturally expe
dient arrangement. It stands at the
centerpoint of G od’s gracious inten
tion for the heavens and earth. It is
the pivotal manifestation of His
sovereign grace and freedom on the
plane of world history. It represents
and symbolizes His love for His own:
“ For your Maker is your husband”
(Isa. 54:5). And again, “ As the bride
groom rejoices over the bride, so shall
4

your God rejoice over you” (Isa.
62:6).
Marriage is doubly blessed by be
coming the principle transmitter of
G od’s grace. Adam begat Seth “ in
his own likeness, after his image”
(Gen. 5:3). By this means is ful
filled the original destiny placed into
man’s hands to “ be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth” (Gen.
1:28). What a stupendous miracle:
Man and woman share with God in
the creation of new life— human life,
real persons! What parent has ever
held his own child in his arms and
not been overwhelmed by the mys
tery of it all!
More than physiological procre
ation is involved— as great as this is.
God has authorized man to transmit
His own image to succeeding genera
tions through the special relationship
of conjugal love enjoyed between
man and woman. And He has en
trusted prior responsibility for actu
alizing this latent image into the
hands of the child’s parents. In this
manner God has especially crowned
the m arriage partn ersh ip with
special dignity, glory, and honor.
Boundaries and bountifulness

M arriage in volv es sep aration.
“ Therefore a man leaves his father
and mother and cleaves to his wife,
and they become one flesh” (Gen.
2:24). The union of man and woman
takes precedence over every other
relationship in life, even over that of
the children to the parents. Hus
bands and wives establish a relation
ship before the child is born, and
ideally, continue it long after the
child is grown and gone. This union
of man and woman is the indivisible
primary unit of social life. It must be
kept inviolate.
Marriage is strengthened by limits.
“ Of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die”
The Preacher's Magazine

(Gen. 2:17). Marriage is established
w ith in d e f i n i t e b o u n d a r ie s , is
guarded by strict prohibitions, and is
supported by discriminating com 
mitment. The invitation to “ take,
eat,” has meaning only in the light of
the parallel command, “ Thou shalt
not eat” (Gen. 2:16-17). Like a
mighty river cascading through a
rocky gorge, marriage achieves its
exuberance and largesse only as it
directs its energies within divinely
established structures. “ You shall
not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14) is
God’s gracious boundary which guar
antees the sanctity and heightens
the stature of the marital bond.
The liberating paradox of the fes
tive family is this: The human spirit
achieves its potential precisely to
the degree that it understands and
recognizes its limits. The beauty of
a rose lies not only in the organic
vitalities that course up its stem, but
also in the delicate boundaries that
circumscribe the shape and form the
texture of its fragile petals. Order,
discipline, and balance are essential
ingredients in the celebrative family
life-style.
Taste of a new wine

“ On the third day there was a mar
riage at Cana in Galilee, and the
mother o f Jesus was there; Jesus also
was invited to the marriage with his
disciples” (John 2:1-2). So begins
John’s account of the earthly min
istry of Jesus. Before setting out to
preach, He attended a wedding.
Before beginning His teaching min
istry, He shared in the joy of a
marriage celebration.
This deed o f Jesus in changing
water into wine was neither accicental nor incidental. It wasn’t a
polite social gesture preliminary to
getting on with His real mission to
the world. Nor was it the fulfillment
of a family obligation. John makes it
clear: “ This, the first of his signs,
May, 1977

Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and
manifested his glory” (John 2:11,
emphasis added). The Master’s first
miracle had no other purpose than to
heighten the joy of a wedding festi
val. But in doing this, His glory was
made manifest in such a clear way
that “ his disciples believed in him”
(John 2:11).
Jesus’ first and most beautiful
miracle is done on behalf of the
family. Into the human structure of
marriage He pours the new wine of
His Spirit. From this primary human
relationship flows the irridescent
glory of His presence. It is here that
we most authentically behold His
glory, “ full of grace and truth” (John
1:14). Jesus promised that “ where
two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them ” (M att. 18:20). Those two or
three could well be husband, wife,
and child.
Jesus desires to perform a miracle
of redeeming grace first of all in the
home. It is here that He reveals
himself as the Christ. It was in a
humble cottage in the village of
Emmaus that, in His risen glory, “ He
was recognized by them in the
breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35).
T ra n sform ed by an in fu sion o f
Christ’s presence, the home becomes
that place where the Lordship of
Jesus is most perceptively revealed
and most winsomely radiated. The
family becomes a colony of heaven
and a manifestation of eternity in
time where “ the dwelling of God is
with men” (Rev. 21:3). The Christincarnate home becomes a locus of
reconciliation, a place of healing, and
the center point of life’s greatest
adventure.
A new breath

“ And when the day of Pentecost
had come, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly there came
from heaven a noise like a violent,
5

rushing wind, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting” (Acts
2:1-2). It is in an upper room of a
large house that the Holy Spirit is
first poured out upon the disciples.
At the close of that historic day, the
Spirit’s special activity is focused
once again upon the home: “ And day
by day, attending the temple to
gether and breaking bread in their
homes, they partook of food with glad
and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people”
(Acts 2:46-47). When the activity
of the Spirit leaps over its Judean
borders and is poured out upon the
Gentiles, it is in the house of Cor
nelius and upon his entire family
that the gift is bestowed (Acts 10).
For the first three centuries, the
principle location of the Church was
the home. Despised and harrassed by
a hostile society, it was impossible for
the Church to construct separate
worship facilities. What could be
more natural and more fitting than
for the Church to find its native
place— the place where it most truly
belonged— in the houses of believers.
There is a great body of evidence to
indicate that such limitations were
no obstacle in the Church pursuing
its mission in the world. Some would
even go so far as to say that this
period in history when Christianity
was basically a house-church fellow
ship comprised its most effective era.
It is in the home and upon the
family that the Holy Spirit’s special
blessing rests. It is here, first and
foremost, that He desires to accom 
plish His comforting, convicting,
cleansing, and communicating office
work. It is here that He desires to
release the glory of Christ’s living
presence.
M arriage feast of the Lamb

John’s vision of the end time
abounds in marriage imagery. Listen
to this hymn:
6

“ Hallelujah! For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him
the glory,
For the marriage o f the Lamb has
come, and his Bride has made
herself ready.
. . . Blessed are those who are in
vited to the marriage supper of
the Lam b” (Rev. 19:6-9).
When the Revelator seeks to con
vey the indescribable joy that fills
his being over seeing the new Jeru
salem coming down out of heaven, he
speaks of it as a “ bride adorned for
her husband” (Rev. 21:2). An invita
tion follows: “ Come, I will show you
the Bride, the wife of the Lam b” (v.
9). John concludes his flight into the
realm of things yet to come with the
evangelical invitation, “ The Spirit
and the Bride say, ‘Com e.’ And let
him who hears say, ‘Com e.’ And let
him who is thirsty come, let him who
desires to take the water of life
without price” (22:17).
The eschatological feast to which
we are invited is a table that has no
end. Human relationships nourished
first and foremost within the family
structure are open-ended. They par
take of eternity. They are stamped
with timelessness. They celebrate
now in the anticipation of joys yet to
come.
And so we have it— from Genesis to
Revelation, marriage and the family
is the central sign and principal focus
of G od’s gracious dealings with man.
It is the place where the windows of
heaven break open and the blessings
of God pour out in abundance. We
have every right to kill the fatted
calf, bring out the best robe, hire the
musicians, and be merry. “ For this
son of mine [and this marriage of
mine] was dead, and is alive again”
(Luke 15:24, b ra ck eted phrase
added).
The ultimate sign and seal of God’s
blessing upon the home is seen in
The Preacher’s Magazine

that He allowed His only begotten
Son to be born of woman, to be
cradled in the gracious womb of
p a ren ta l k in d n e s s , a n d t o b e
nourished in the love of a family.
And when Jesus sought for a word to

convey His special feeling about God,
He seized upon a word never before
used as a title for a divine being—
“ Father” !
“ Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.”

Can anything be done to
stop the flow of filth?

Pornography and
the X-rated Community
By U. Milo Kaufmann*
s u b p o e n a w a s w a i t i n g for me
that summer day on my return
from the Wabash Conference Cam p
ground. The invitation, it turned out,
was to a private screening of a porno
film classic. The state was in the pro
cess of arraigning the owner of two
Champaign-Urbana theaters which
specialized in X -rated films. I, with a
number of others, was to see the film
and then report to the grand jury.
If that group brought an indictment,
the case would com e before a judge.
Earlier I shared the end of this
story, if not o f its implications (see
“I’m Angry About the Moral Cli
mate,” Light and Life, September
23, 1975). The film was judged not to
be in violation of “ community stan
dards” on modesty and obscenity,
and the defendant was dismissed. I
have spent long moments since,
thinking about how one determines
community standards.
That clause in the Illinois law—
and its equivalents across the land—
is the one on which most, if not all,
prosecution of pornography founders.

A

*Associate professor o f English, University o f
Illinois, U rbana, 111. R eprinted from light and Life.
Used by perm ission.
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If a significant part of a community
wants pornography, the courts will
not stand between the community
and its wish. Yet are we as a
populace in fact committed to being
an X-rated community or a com 
posite o f such communities?
Have not most of us watched with
discomfort as the explicit skin maga
zines have made their way into the
n eigh b orh ood groceries, often on
shelves so close to the floor that any
seven-year-old might paw through
them while his mother waited at the
meat counter? And on the corners
where the small-time grocers have
gone out of business and the mas
sage parlors are bustling in?
When you pick up your film and
chewing gum at the drugstore, you
may find your eyes assailed by
visuals you once associated only with
your uncle’s medical texts or the
Renaissance wing at the art museum.
Paris, I grant, may be a year or
two ahead of the rest of the West, but
on a sum m er w eekend there, I
glimpsed the shape of things to come
here. Along the Boulevard with its
great movie palaces, I saw billboard
ads stretching 50 feet above the
7

avenue, with the sexuality of their
figures so prominent that one would
have to be blind to be uninvolved.
At some point before that extreme is
reached, I insist that certain rights
of many private citizens have been
scuttled.
The same is true, closer to home,
for all who are put upon by salacious
advertisements in the home-delivered newspapers and on TV, and by
the use of the mails to deliver un
solicited smut. (Writing in to avoid
receiving it the second time is not
the same as being free to miss it
altogether.)
While I do not rank pornography as
evil .of the same order with hunger,
war, economic injustice, and hom i
cide, insofar as pornography is sup
p o s e d to r e f l e c t c o m m u n it y
standards, it warrants close atten
tion.
What so many recent court rulings
suggest is that the community at
large does indeed support the values
and tastes of pornography. The in
vasion of neighborhoods by licentious
materials, this argument continues,
is no more than the visual confirma
tion of what the com m unity’s stan
dards accept as appropriate.
That I take to be untrue, so untrue
as to be patent absurdity. I am con
vinced, rather, that the unprincipled
few, sensing a softness in the Ameri
can people’s moral underbelly after
the nigh tm ares o f V ietn am and
Watergate, have been turning out
trash at a record pace, with the hopes
of making their fortunes before the
inevitable moral outrage sets in. For
the reaction must come. Indeed, it is
already underway in places like Los
Angeles and New York.
Any community can legitimately
claim that its moral standards are to
be seen in its ideals, its aspirations,
rather than what in fact it carries
out. So the standards of Israel in
Canaan are to be equated with what
8

Israel’s prophets and poets were
teaching, not with what the folk were
practicing in the high places.
The sexual revolution, I am told,
dates from the publication in 1948 of
Indiana University Prof Albert Kin
sey’s classic study of the sexual
behavior of the American male. How
that work sired a revolution is an
interesting history. Kinsey revealed
what men were in fact doing, rather
than what they professed to be doing
or admitted they ought to be doing.
The bandwagon then began to roll,
with its loudspeakers blaring: “ What
many are doing most o f the time, all
of us might just as well be doing all
the tim e.”
How tenacious can one be in
holding to moral ideals when the
popularizers of social science are
careful to keep before us what the
sinful mass, in its entirety, is prac
ticing? Descriptions and the pre
scriptions of a society will always
diverge.
But let us suppose for the moment
th at co m m u n ity stan d ards are
faithfully reflected in pornography.
Where does that leave us? I believe
we would have to infer the following:
1. We Americans truly believe sex
to be a cure-all. Venus and Priapus
are the high gods.
2. Sex is properly linked to the
giving and receiving of pain. Violence
in sex, as in every part o f our lives,
is to be maximized and honored.
3. Women are chattels, inflatable
toys, almost anything but human
beings, made in the divine image,
equal in worth to man.
4. Diversion of sexual energy into
promiscuity has no effect on how
much energy is available for other
activities.
5. Pleasure is, after all, the end of
life.
6. T h e fa m ily is d is p e n s a b le .
Either it is to be sacrificed for the
The Preacher’s Magazine

life of the swinging single, or it is
to be totally sexualized. (In Sweden
now, I understand, long-standing
incest laws are under attack.) The
opportunity to learn how to relate to
members of the opposite sex on any
thing but a sexual basis is to be
curtailed or denied.
7. Sexual allure equates w ith
money value. (A beautiful face is to
sell cigarettes or whiskey. A good
physique is to sell cars.)
8. Sex is better than love, and the
two rarely come together.
These may all be true implications
of how most behave. But are we
prepared to accept them as bedrock
prescriptions for our common life, for
our neighborhoods? They may be our
habits; shall they also be our com 
munity ideals?
Time magazine quotes a New York
Times executive who claims that
when pornography massively invades
a community, crime soon increases.
I wouldn’t be surprised, but I doubt
that the pornography is the cause.
It reflects a collapse of the com 
munity’s immunity system, or at
least the momentary failure of the
community to assert its true moral
identity.
If you and I are unwilling to ac
cept as the values of our communities
those that are now being attributed
to us by the courts and the manure
spreaders, we too may act. As is
common with teachers of literature, I
am very uncomfortable with the idea
of censorship. Yet none o f the great
defenses of freedom of expression
with which I have any acquaintance
rule out the need for limits on such
freedom. John M ilton says, “ I deny
not but that it is of greatest concern
ment in the church and com m on
wealth to have a vigilant eye how
books demean themselves as well as
men; and thereafter to confine, im 
prison, and do sharpest justice on
them as malefactors.”
May, 1977

A community may rule that some
expressions are so pernicious that
they are not to be permitted at all.
They are inalterably destructive of
the common good, that is, are trea
sonous, slanderous, libelous, or mur
derous. It may also move to limit
a c c e s s to c e r t a in p u b lis h e d m a
terials. In this way the taste of a
minority does not compromise the
rights of others.
Smut shops can be quarantined to
certain areas rather than be allowed
to take on the air o f neighborhood
respectability and enjoy an accessi
bility which hurts the public good.
Offensive advertisements can be cur
tailed. The mails can be kept clean.
Single voices, since the beginning,
have served to alert communities, to
evoke latent moral convictions, to
trigger new movements for probity
and righteousness.
Certainly we need not be locked
in to the d e scrip tio n -a p p ro a ch to
community standards. Ideals can be
defined which challenge and inspire
the community. The biblical call (see
2 Peter 1:3-4) is to a life partaking
of the divine nature, which quite es
capes the corruption that is in the
world through lust.
In the role of private citizen you
may, as I have, ask the manager of
the local store to make offensive m a
terials less accessible. (The rate of
compliance is encouraging.)
Above all, you and I may by the
grace of God embody the ideals of
love which show lust as the poor
substitute it is. I dare to say that
pornography has never thrived in a
community which took pains to value
all its members.
For help in m aking an organized approach to
pornography in your area, order the brochure How to
Start an A nti-Pornography D rive in Your C om 
m unity from Citizens for D ecency through Law,
Inc., 450 Leader Building, Cleveland, Ohio 44114.
For a copy o f Dr. K aufm ann’s article, “ I’ m Angry
A bou t the M oral C lim ate,” send 25 cents and a selfaddressed, stam ped envelope to Light and Life Press,
W inona Lake, Ind. 46590.
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Serm o n s at best cannot be repeated
often, but so n g s can be sung regularly,
and men rem em ber what they sing

Music in the Lutheran Reformation
By Jerry W. McCant*

son of a poor miner,
A s Martin the
Luther delighted in m u
A

lad

,

sic.Once a woman heard him singing
in the street and was moved to
finance music lessons for him. While
a student at a Fransciscan monastery
school, he is said to have sung at the
windows o f wealthy citizens for alms
to give to the poor. In later years
he used music to advance the Lu
theran Reformation. The key to the
Reformation was not preaching but
congregational music.
The common man on the street
was set to singing his Christian faith.
“ While others, both before and after,
were valuable contributors, Martin
Luther was the real founder of con
gregational hym nody.” 1 At a time
when church music was dominated
by the clergy and worshippers had
become mere spectators, he intro
duced congregational singing. No
doubt Renaissance humanism played
a great part in this. Luther’s em 
phasis on the priesthood of believers
surely was a contributing factor.
Instead of idly observing the mass
“ performed” in Latin, every man
participated in the service through
singing. Instead of the minister say
ing, “ I believe in God . . .
the
congregation sang, “ We believe in
God . . . ”
Congregational music, written in
•Professor, P oin t Lom a College, San D iego, Calif.
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the vernacular, gave men a medium
of religious expression. Religion be
came real and vital. Soon they were
singing ancient ecclesiastical hymns,
the creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
many other parts of the liturgy in
German. Luther’s Catechism and
Augsburg Confession were written in
music. The people were given a voice
with which to utter their religious
emotions in songs of praise.
Generally, Luther’s accomplish
ments in the Reformation are re
garded to be the result of his great
preaching. This was not the case at
all! Sorry, preachers! Bainton says:
“ The greatest innovation [of the
R e fo rm a tion ] was con gregation al
participation in song.” Massie quotes
Coleridge as saying, “ Luther did as
much for the Reformation by his
hymns as by his translation o f the
Bible.” The Reformer intended them
to go together. He was eager that
music in public worship should clar
ify the words o f Scripture to the
congregation. Common men could
not sing the complex Latin hymns,
so Luther sought to write the hymns
in the vernacular of the common
man.
What a way to teach theology!
How can Protestants forget it? “ The
friends as well as the enemies of the
Reformation asserted that the spread
of the new doctrines was due more to
The Preacher’s Magazine

Luther’s hymns than to his ser
mons.” 2 Thousands were won to the
faith through his hymns who other
wise would never have heard of
Martin Luther.
Theology can be taught through
music. Luther knew if he could get
the people to sing their faith, the
battle was half won. An indignant
Jesuit said: “ Luther’s songs have
damned more souls than all his books
and speeches.” 3 T. Creighton M itch
ell quotes the pope o f Luther’s day as
saying, “ That monk conquers us not
by his speech but by his songs.”
Literally, the people sang themselves
into the doctrines of the Lutheran
Reformation.
No effort is made to prove Luther
a poor preacher. There is no wish to
denigrate the value of preaching.
However, the common man will
always have to learn his doctrine
through song. Men sing their faith.
While theologians argue fine points
of doctrine, the common man sings
his affirmation of faith. Theology
taught by music recognizes the edu
cational principle of repetition. Ser
mons at best cannot be repeated
often, but songs can be sung fairly
regularly, and men remember what
they sing!
The spirit of the Reformation was
embodied in Lutheran hymnody. R e
straints on self-expression were re
moved so people could have freedom
in worship. “ It is extremely signif
icant that Martin Luther, who led
the Reformation, was also the first
evangelical hymn writer.” 4 His mes
sage of justification sola fide was
fervently evangelical and his songs
were on the same order. Militancy,
courage, and theology filled every
line of his hymns. It was not so much
new forms as the new spirit of his
hymns that attracted people. Some
deny that Luther wrote any music
himself, but he certainly adapted the
tunes well to the texts so as to present
May, 1977

the message and spirit of the Refor
mation. Everyone sang his songs.
Mothers sang them by the cradle;
children sang them in the streets;
soldiers sang them in battle; martyrs
sang them as they died.
His method was extremely effec
tive. Missionaries would enter Cath
olic churches and draw away entire
congregations with their singing.
Itinerant preachers stood on street
corners and at the marketplaces and
sang to excited crowds. After the
crowds would gather, the preachers
would pass out music sheets so the
crowd could join in singing. By this
method they sometimes won entire
cities to the Protestant faith in a
single day.5
By singing, Luther believed Chris
tians could defeat Satan and gain
victory. When he was despondent,
he sang. He advocated teaching
m usic to ch ild ren in paroch ial
schools. All should be able to sing,
for their souls’ sake. His great hymn
“ A Mighty Fortress Is Our G od” was
written while he and his followers
were being threatened and their lives
were at stake. He wanted them to
sing their faith in God for strength
at this hour. For this purpose he
wrote this memorable hymn.
M odern m inisters cou ld learn
much from Luther. Let us be re
m in ded that peop le m ust have
hymns that express our faith if we
expect to impress the world. Mere
conformity is not enough, whether it
be the snappy, modern sound or the
ecclesiastical “ high church” tone.
Church music is functional. Our
hymns must speak for us as did
Luther’s hymns for him.
We have a great and glorious
message to proclaim. What an oppor
tunity to teach our faith and doc
trines in such a pleasant way—
singing our theology! This leaves the
pastor with an awesome responsibil
ity. Toe-tapping, emotion-stirring
11

songs may entertain, but they will
not teach our faith. Texts and tunes
must be worthy of use in Christian
worship. Unworthy and cheap music
must be discarded and replaced with
hymns that will allow our people to
sing themselves into the deeper spir
itual life. The great holiness message
can best be taught by hymns that
adequately express that doctrine.
The challenge of the holiness church
is for a hymnody peculiar to itself

that will allow us to sing ourselves
and others into the faith we seek to
proclaim.
1. Edward S. N inde, N in eteen C enturies o f Chris
tian Song (Flem ing H . Revell C o., 1938), p. 58.
2. Edward D ickinson, M u sic in th e H istory o f the
W estern Church (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1908), p.
225.
3. Ibid., p. 62.
4. W illiam Jensen R eynolds, A S urvey o f Christian
H ym nody (H olt, Rinehart & W inston, Inc., 1963),
p. 17.
5. Dickson, op. cit., p. 256.

Can we learn a lesson from p ro fessionals
who receive handsom e sa la rie s for gaining
and holding the attention of their prospective
b uyers?

How to Entitle a Sermon
By Merrill Williams*

o f any
title is to catch and hold atten
tion. Especially is this true for
sermons. While a title should usually
give at least a hint o f what’s to come,
much of its value lies in its ability
to attract attention and heighten
anticipation for what follows.
If we fail here in the beginning, we
really do fail. But if we succeed, our
success will more than balance the
time and effort expended to achieve a
tantalizing title. If our title grabs,
we’ll give it more than tack-on-atthe-end attention.
Obviously a striking title is no
substitute for a stale sermon. We
might devise the best title Madison
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Avenue ever saw, but fall flat on our
faces with a mediocre message under
it. A great title over a not-so-great
sermon accomplishes nothing. But
an attractive title to a well-prepared,
relevant, and need-meeting message
will go a long way toward effectively
communicating that message.
I plead for creativity and design
in sermon titles because of the
competiton. The same people who
pick up a secular magazine and read
e y e -ca tch in g title s drive by our
churches or pick up our newsletters
and read “ Spiritual Growth.”
Anything spiritual fails to interest
most of them anyway. What do they
care about spiritual growth? But
what if they read, “ On Your Mark!
Get Set! Grow!” W ould it make any
difference? Christ has commissioned
The Preacher’s Magazine

us to communicate the truth. L et’s
clothe it with style and appeal.
We compete with professionals
who make handsome salaries to think
up gimmicks for selling products that
aren’t worth one-tenth what they say
they are. Y et we u n dersell the
greatest product in the world—the
gospel of Jesus Christ. D o we want
a hearing? Then we’ll have to com 
pete to get one.
The next question is how.
1. S tu d y co n tem p o ra ry a d v er
tising slogans. Professionals trained
in getting and holding attention for
months at a time compose these
slogans. Why can’t we learn from
them? Didn’t Jesus say, “ The chil
dren of this world are . . . wiser
than the children o f light” (Luke
16:8)? Advertisers have access to the
same dictionary and vocabulary we
do. They just put those words in
unusual and unlikely combinations
that speak to people in the 70s. If
we put our minds to it, so can we.
2. Tantalize. In ancient Greek
mythology a man named Tantalus
was condemned to stand in Hades in
water up to his chin while luscious
grapes hung just out of his reach.
When he stooped to drink, the water
receded. When he reached to eat, the
grapes retreated just beyond his
grasp. From Tantalus we get our
word tantalize.
If we want our hearers’ attention,
we must discover their needs, pre
pare messages to meet those needs,
and then tantalize them with attrac
tive sermon titles. Do these titles
tantalize y o u ? “ The M an Jesus
Looked Up T o ” (Zacchaeus), “ The
Hurt T h a t H e lp s” (re p e n ta n ce ),
“ The M an W ho Condemned H im 
s e lf’ (Pilate).
3. Contemporize. Make your titles
contemporary and up-to-date. Last
year I read the tragic and heroic story
of the survivors o f a plane that
crashed in the Andes. The book was
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called Alive: The Story of the Andes
Survivors. Not long after, I preached
a sermon on the church entitled
“ Alive: The Church of Jesus Christ.”
Earl Lee preached a message on
“ The Death o f Life” about the time
that great magazine Life went out of
business. It shouldn’t be hard for you
to guess the spiritual application.
But the non-Christian or nominal
churchgoer does not catch the mean
ing, and before he knows it, he’s
caught.
4.
Change a word in a common
phrase. A good title for a message
from Romans 6 might be “ Wanted:
Dead but Alive.” A sermon on church
membership might be preached un
der “ When the Roll Is Called Down
Here.” Preach on gossip and use W.
T . Purkiser’s phrase “ A Keen Sense
of Rum or.”
Someone came up with this one on
compromise, “ I’d Rather Be Right
than Switch.” On a recent Sunday
night I preached from Psalm 73 and
entitled the sermon, “ Prosperity Is
Only Skin-deep.” A good title for a
message from Luke 6:46-49 is “ The
House that Obedience Built.” A
message from James 1:12-15 might
be entitled “ The Devil D idn’t Make
Me Do It.”
I have used “ Forgiveness Is for
Giving” for a message on forgiveness,
“ Seeing Is Believing” for a message
on the healing of the man bom blind,
“ How the Rest Was W on” for Heb.
4:1-9.
I hope no one misunderstands my
intention. I don’t plead for becoming
proficient in a cute little game of
devising clever gimmicks. I have no
desire to sacrifice theological or
homiletical orthodoxy on the altar of
novelty for novelty’s sake. But we
pay too high a price for orthodoxy if
that price is failure to communicate
our message. We can help spread the
gospel more effectively by dressing
our titles in contemporary style.
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More Excellent Way
By G. Roger Schoenhals*
On TV who
had a terrific one-man-band act.
Seated in the midst o f his homemade
contraption, he looked like a bionic
man who had sprung his springs.
The left foot was connected to a
bass drum pedal. The right foot was
rigged to a pedal which pumped air
into a small, old-fashioned organ. A
pair of cymbals were attached to the
inside of his knees. T o the outside of
his right elbow was strapped a
tambourine which would jangle when
he flapped his arm against the side
of his chest. The right hand (between
flaps) played the organ keyboard.
The left hand was free to squeeze
horns, ring bells, and scra tch .
Mounted at mouth level was a
harmonica, kazoo, and whistle. On
the head was fastened a crown of
sleigh bells which he could jingle by
violently shaking his head.
After strapping himself into posi
tion, the man “ struck up the band”
and swung into a series of contor
tions. It reminded me of a palsied
octopus. But recognizable music was
audible proof that his gyrations were
planned and coordinated.
As the tempo increased, his eyes
took on a wild look o f determination.
Beads of sweat oozed from his face.
It was a total effort. (A sadistic urge
made me wish he would try it faster.)
When it was over, the audience
cheered with delight. The bent, spent
figure seated amid the wreckage
managed a faint smile of apprecia
tion. Time for a shower.
The one-man band is a fascinating
novelty. It reminds me of the pastor
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who tries to run the whole show by
himself.
Personally I prefer to think o f the
pastoral ministry in terms of a
maestro. The maestro is a master
musician. He knows music well and
is deeply committed to it. He also
knows the purpose and capabilities
of the various instruments. He is
probably able to play a number of
them himself. Because of his knowl
edge and ability he can arrange the
music to best fit the talents o f the
musicians under his direction.
The orchestra meets regularly for
practice. The conductor explains the
composition and the message it is to
convey. He tells them about the com 
poser. Then, after tuning, up, he
leads them through the music. Rough
spots are smooted out along the way.
In everything, the leader urges, en
courages, motivates.
O f course, each musician also
practices his part privately. He is no
less committed to music and excel
lence than the maestro. In addition,
small groups of musicians meet to
play over their parts. They help each
other.
The conductor is well acquainted
with the talents and temperament of
each musician. When needed, he
counsels them individually about
their personal problems and perfor
mance.
When the orchestra is ready, the
conductor picks up his baton.
And, oh, the magnificence o f the
m u s ic as it w a fts o u t a c r o s s
the world. And, oh, the rapture on
the face of him who wields the baton.
W ouldn’t you really rather be a
maestro than a one-man band?
The Preacher’s Magazine

Priorities m ust be estab lish ed , and the
sooner in life this is done, the better
it will be for the man and his m inistry

Giving Your Whole Life
By C . D. Hansen*
whole life into the
heating business,” the com 
mercial declared. “ He is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. He
is a professional.”
As I listened to the announcer,
the words his whole life stuck in my
mind. Here was a man evidently
motivated to service by an ideal. He
wanted (even though there was to be
a monetary gain) to be a professional
at his business. Therefore he was
dedicating his whole life to being the
best at his profession.
On another occasion, I watched a
match between two professional ten
nis players. The announcer said,
“ Many people say these players come
here for a couple of days and win a
huge sum of money; but that’s not
true, for they have dedicated their
whole lives to tennis.”
There it was again. The ministry,
however, a high and noble profession,
is often treated as an avocation. If
God has called a man to be a minister
of the gospel, he should never stoop
to be anything less.
It is true that when a young man
assumes his first pastorate, he must
frequently supplement his income
with secular employment. Unfor
tunately, some men are inclined to
attach more importance to the ma
terial source than upon the spiritual,
thus giving the ministry secondary
status.
Perhaps the desire to be a full
time minister was the original intene h a s p u t h is
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tion. But over the years a higher
standard of living dictated the neces
sity for more income, thereby making
it difficult to live on the church
salary alone.
Moreover, having obligated him
self to certain creditors, he ratio
nalized, “ When I get these bills paid,
I will be able to live on less.” The
truth is, this seldom comes to pass,
for there will be new furnishings to
buy, other places to go, and more
vacations to take. Each purchase
only prolongs the day when he can
give his whole life to his calling.
Certainly a pastor has as much
right to the same respectable stan
dards of living as his parishioners,
but common sense tells the man he
must make a choice. Priorities must
be established, and the sooner in life
this is done, the better it will be for
the man, his ministry, and the
church.
Many times the excuse to work
outside the church comes from a
genuine desire for security. The man
may con himself into thinking of his
future. While every reasonable man
must consider the future, and there is
nothing evil about planning for old
age, he must consider the ineffective
ness of his own ministry with loy
alties divided between church and
job.
Then there are those who enter the
ministry thinking, If I fail at the
ministry, I can take other courses so
I will have something to fall back on.
This attitude reflects an absence of
faith in the God who has called them.
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Furthermore, it will cause them to
look longingly at the other side of the
employment fence, especially when
the going gets a little rough, as it
does at times in the ministry.
Many good men have left the
ministry simply because they wanted
something material to fall back on.
For some it has been selling real
estate; for others selling insurance,
building houses, or some other type
of secular work. M ost started their
extra line of work as an avocation,
and it ended as a vocation.
The tragedy is that the temptation
to make extra money sometimes
causes the church to take a backseat.
Priorities are confused. The church
fails to grow, and soon the man
becomes critical of the church and its

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Our New Members Know
What They Are Joining!
Dear Son:
I have watched with amazement as
our pastor prepares our new people for
membership. He has three different
groups in preparation most o f the time
for church membership.
Our children’ s coordinator, a lay
woman, spends time on Sunday eve
nings prior to the night service with
possible candidates for membership.
She knows how to work at their level
o f understanding and articulates the
doctrinal and ethical stands o f the
church in a clear and wonderful way.
Time is given in one o f the services
before their reception for them to share
16

leaders. He decides he was not meant
to be a preacher. With his spirit
discouraged and his vision blurred,
he drops out of the ministry. All
because he failed to put his whole
life into his God-given calling.
Paul underscored this issue point
edly: “ Oh, Timothy, you are God’s
man. Run from all these evil things
[making money to gain riches] and
work instead at what is right and
good, learning to trust him and love
others, and to be patient and gentle.
Fight on for G od” (1 Tim . 6:11-12,
TLB).*
Less than a whole life given to the
ministry will prove to be fatal to the
man, his ministry, and the church.
*T h e Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, W heaton, 111. U sed b y permission.

in what they have experienced.
Tom, our youth minister, works with
those teens who are candidates for
membership. They meet on a Friday
night as part o f the general youth
program. He finds that our teens are
challenged by the nature o f the church,
its possibilities for service, and its
standards for thought and behavior.
Our pastor takes an adult member
ship class during the Sunday school
hour—both for those who are planning
membership and 1hose who want to
know more about the church. A good
group always comes out o f the hours of
study with a beautiful commitment to
what the church is all about.
You know, Son, I am more and more
convinced that we have everything to
be proud of, nothing to shy away from,
and the future is all before us. People
today are challenged by the Christian
life enervated by the Holy Spirit in
Christ. Have a good week.
L-oo vv e
e > Q
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What to Preach
NE O F TH E M O S T V IV ID M EM O R IES of my pastoral
m inistry is the reco llectio n of the w eekly struggle to find divine
leadership for the next Sunday's serm ons. Som etim es it cam e
q u ickly and d efin itely. But not always. Pastor, does this sound
fam iliar?
Do you suppose God might be w illin g to give advance
notice of His w ill fo r at least som e of your messages for the
com ing ch u rch year? W hat better way to spend part of your
sum m er vacation than praying and searching the Scriptures to
find d ivin e guidance for your preaching program?
Since this is the year for "Liftin g Up C h rist— the Sancti
fying S a vio u r," it w ould be in order to plan several series of
holiness messages. H ere are fo u r excellen t subjects for Sunday
m ornings: "San ctificatio n and S in ," "San ctificatio n and S e lf,"
"San ctificatio n and Spiritual P o w e r," and "San ctification and
the Second C o m in g ."
T h en , Christm as, Easter, and Pentecost are prim e tim e for
series preaching. O th e r special days on the calendar lend
them selves to such vital topics as "Sp iritu al Freed om " (Fourth
of July or D o m inion D ay), "Starting O v e r A g a in " (N ew Year's
D ay), and "Th an k s M eans G iv in g " (Thanksgiving Day). And
how about p reaching through som e books of the Bible?
Th e n , w hat w ould be w rong w ith polling your people
about areas of need w h ich they w ould like you to preach on?
O n e pastor d id . He suggested nine subjects and requested
them to ch eck the four w hich they w ould most like to hear

discussed in the light of G o d 's W o rd . Th e response was most
enlightening. Th e four selected w e re :
1. M aintaining Faith in M yself
2. Coping with Fear
3. The D isturbance Caused by Doubt
4. Keeping Life out of the Ruts.
This is one way of guaranteeing that you are preaching w h ere
your people are.
O f course all such planning is subject to change at the
Holy Spirit's prom pting. Th ere w ill be tim es w hen the divin e
afflatus flam es up as unm istakably as the fire in M oses' burning
bush. It must never be disregarded. But just as inspired and
inspiring are those messages w hich com e q u ietly, yet with
certainty, as G od's servant takes the long look tow ard the
year's pulpit program .

8 AWARDS
for
is n ummer
JUNE, JULY, AUGUST
ATTENDANCE CAMPAIGN

Winners Will “Walk with Wesley99
• District s u p e r in t e n d e n t and c h u r c h s c h o o l b o ard c h a irm a n
w ith h ig h e st n u m e ric a l in c r e a se
• D istrict s u p e r in t e n d e n t an d c h u r c h s c h o o l b o ard ch a irm a n
w ith h ig he st p e r c e n t a g e in c re a se
• Pastor an d S u n d a y s c h o o l
n u m e ric a l in c r e a se

s u p e r in t e n d e n t

with

highest

• Pastor a n d S u n d a y s c h o o l s u p e r in t e n d e n t with hig hest p e r 
c e n t a g e in c r e a s e

are HIS
h e lp y o u r s u p e r in t e n d e n t
an d district c h a irm a n w in.
Y o u 'll be h e lp in g yourself.
C h e c k y o u r district p ro gram for
r e p o rtin g details.
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

ARE YOU MYOPIC?

SEE CLEARLY
THE ROAD TO
THE WORLD
Subscribe to "World Mission" Magazine
3 years-$3.00 (if ordered through the church)
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P A S T O R -A MESSAGE OF IMPORTANCE FOR YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE.

The State may have to write your will...
You may think it doesn’t make any difference. . . “ my estate is too
small,” “ everything will take care of itself,” “ it costs too much.”
However, whatever you think today. . . in the absence of a valid
will, the state is legally obligated to dispose of your estate and
provide for your survivors...

But It can't read your mind
—How could the state distribute your assets to the people you intended
and in the proportions you would have liked?
—How could it give your favorite possessions to those you knew would
value them most?
—How could it choose the guardian you would have chosen for your
children?
—How could it save on probate costs, taxes and fees when you’d made
no provision for these benefits?
—How could it bequeath anything to your church, college or
mission board when it didn’t know you cared?
Don’t hope the state can read your mind. Take the initiative and contact
your attorney soon.
For dependable, confidential assistance and reliable answers, rely on
HORIZONS, a service of your church who cares. Request a copy of
the folder below —no charge.

Kansas City. Mo. 64131

Pastor’s
Name

Attn: Robert W. Crew

Church
Address
City

State

Zip

MVNC—June 6- 10, 1977
O N C -J u n e 13- 17, 1977
M A N C -Ju ly 18- 22, 1977
BNC—August 1- 5, 1977
N N C -A u g u st 8- 12, 1977
P LC -A ug ust 22- 26, 1977

IS ALMOST
HERE

EDUCATION AND THE MINISTRY

PASTORS—
4 — Do you l)ave any young people
w\)o are called
to full-time
Christian service?
Tfjen YOU should
acquaint yourself and them witl)
tl)e following:
H andbook on the Ministry, $1.50 e a ch

A 55-page, a ttractive book w h ich includes courses, standards, pro
cedures for enrollm ent a n d exam ina tio n —all you need to know a b o u t our
five official forms of ministry. A must for the pastor w ho desires to give
co m p e te n t counsel a n d information. Order from the Publishing House.
Study G u id e s, $1.00 e a c h (te nta tive )

Four—one for e a ch year of the .ministerial course. (Vols. 2, 3, a nd 4
include helps for directors of Christian e du ca tion .) Essential to the hom e
study c a n d id a te w h o w ants to be sure of passing his examinations. (Note:
Only No. 1—for local preachers—is a vailab le now. Study Guides Nos. 2, 3,
and 4 are on the press.) Order from the Publishing House.
S p e c ia l H elps are also available, on a subject-by-subject basis, for c a n 

didates in the minister of music, song evangelist, a n d deaconess courses.
For these, write to the D epartm ent of Education a n d the Ministry.

FREE— brochure “ C alled to the Ministry?" Also, price list on all courses,

availab le from either the Publishing House or D epartm ent of Education
and the Ministry.

N azarene P u b lishing House

D ept, of Education and th e M in is try

P.O. Box 5 2 7

6 4 0 1 The Paseo

Kansas City, M o. 6 4 1 4 1

Kansas City, M o. 6 4 1 3 1

16G

HOME MISSIONS

GROWING CHURCH ACHIEVEMENT
WINNERS LEAD THE WAY TO A

G R O W IN G

d is t r ic t

Winners will be announced at District Assembly

16H

CHURCH SCHOOLS

What Potential!
wobbly now. . . but with
training and careA future source
of untapped
power

YOUTH

In to

■ ■ ■ ■

Power
student

No3y
V **

leader

W H n a il? n a i n i
by Jim Copple

student

leader

Order from:
Nazarene Publishing House Box 527 Kansas City, Mo. 64141

We are lookingfor afew good men

. . . DOCTORS

who will be available for service in a
Nazarene mission hospital.. .
. . . either short-term or longer.
. . .

PASTOR
talk to that doctor in your congregation to
learn o f his possible interest.
WRITE or CAT I —
Richard Gammill
Department of World Mission
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
(816) 333-7000

NAZARENE MEDICAL ACTION
FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL CONVENTION
July 8-10 • Denver, Colo.
All Nazarene m e d ica l personnel a n d fam ilies are invited!
Write NMAF, D epartm ent of World Mission, for information.
16K
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Exciting!
Challenging!
Spiritually Motivating!
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EVANGELISM

WE INVITE YOU
To visit the Department of Evangelism
when you are in Kansas City

...

Prayer Board Memorial to Rev. Forrest M. McCullough

*SEE our “Prayer Partner” Board! This shows our evangelists and
the location and dates of their current revivals or crusades.
* SECURE “Prayer Partner” cards when you come in, or write the
department to request them.
*SEND us the dates you need to schedule a revival, and we will
recommend capable evangelists with open dates.
*CALL the department (toll free) when you
have “New Nazarenes” and/or “Moving Nazarenes” to report.
(800-821-2154)
16N

DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS
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STEWARDSHIP
Vf-

A

» * V ^

W

S E IM S
(M O S

linn

AMO

U V IU
FOUNDATIONS FOR

SAMUEL YOUNG

• G IV IN G A N D LIVING
By Dr. Samuel Y oung. G iv 
ing y o u r tim e and m on e y to
G od w ill take on renew ed
m eaning and pu rp o se as
you read this b o o k. Love
and c o m m itm e n t becom e
Dr. Y oung's base fo r stew 
ardship. Young p o in ts o u t
th a t givin g involves a to ta l
c o m m itm e n t to G od o f all
w e have and are. Paper. A
CST text.
$1.25

• W H O 'S FIRST?
By Emily Bushey M o o re . A
p u p il b o o k and leader's
guide. The p u p il b o o k has a
story
lin e
in v o lv in g
a
yo u n gste r
nam ed
M ik e
whose parents set a fin e
e xam ple o f stew ardship.
His pastor also enters th e
story o fte n , g ivin g h e lp fu l
th o u g h ts to stre n g th e n th e
m essage. A ll phases o f
stew ardship are co ve re d . A t
th e e nd o f th e 12 chapters
(episodes) are f ill- in q ues
tio n s on th e ideas covered,
m any o f these in v o lv in g
lo o k in g up scriptures.
Pupil B ook
$1.50
Leader's G u id e
$1.00

• THE GAP
By Hal Perkins. The p u r
pose o f this b o o k is to h e lp
all w h o w a n t to be C h ristlik e to discover h o w to
n a rro w th e gap b e tw e en
th e ir p o te n tia l and th e ir
p e rfo rm a n ce . . . b etw een
th e ir ideal and th e ir prac
tice . The gap is th e distance
b e tw e en w h a t w e are fo r
C h rist and w h a t w e co u ld
be. The b o o k is w ritte n in
th e m o d fre e prose style
w h ich appeals to y o u th . 96
pages. Paper.
$1.75
• TREASURES IN HEAVEN
By M . Lunn. The th e m e is
th e a b u n d a n t life o f stew 
a rdship. Deals p o in te d ly
w ith such tim e -h o n o re d
aspects o f stew ardship as
tim e , ta le n t, and m oney
and th e stew ardship o f love
and tears and in flu e n c e . 93
pages. Paper.
$1.50

I

i;

TKEASU1ES
HHEAVEI
Th« abundant life
of H nw dafatp
M . LUNN

16P
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CO M M UNICATIONS COMMISSION

The highly a c c la im e d 16-mm. film "To Wipe the T e ar. .
produced
for the D epartm ent of World Mission by Nazarene Com m unications, has
been reshot a n d e dite d into a 28-m inute television special.
Focusing on the com passionate ministry of the Church of the Naza
rene, Dr. O rpha Speicher of India discusses the m otivation of a w om an
M.D. w ho feels G od's call to build Reynolds M em orial Hospital in central
India. Like the 16-mm. version, this TV special contains all the sound and
color of India, including a series of d ra m a tic flashbacks th a t relive her
near single-handed involvem ent in stam ping o u t the scourge of plague.
For d e ta ile d inform ation in presenting "To Wipe the Tear . . to your
co m m u n ity on television, write:
Television Special
Nazarene C om m unications
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
16Q

1977-78

AROUND THE WORLD

MISSIONARY READING
nnw

u is m o u k v

S T ilr t
M L
| gjt^

W ATER FROM DEEP W E LLS
Resource G uide
By Franklin C ook. This in fo rm a tive stud y into the C hurch
of the Nazarene in India, Korea, Taiwan, Hong K ong, New
Zealand, and A u stra lia w ill help you b etter u nderstand
and a p p re cia te th e w o rk and its people. 160 pages. $2.00
M IS S IO N A R Y STUDY M A N U A L
By M aylou C ook. Ideas fo r yo uth and a d u lt w hen p re 
sentin g th e 12 ch ap ters o f th e re so urce book. 48 pages.

$ 1.00

W O RLD M IS S IO N S C A L E N D A R -

M IS S IO N A R Y STUDY POSTER
F u ll-co lo r p ictu re s re la ted to the c o u n trie s bein g stu d ie d . Many
uses.
P-977 S et o f 8
$3.50
A D U L T RE A D IN G RE V IV A L FIRES IN KOREA
By Don O wens. H ig h lig h ts the rapid
g ro w th of N azarene w o rk in Korea.
80 pages.
$1.00
SON S OF TH E SO U TH P A C IFIC
By Al Jones. U nique co nve rsio n ex
p e rien ce s o f A u stra lia and New Zea
land laym en. 80 pages.
$1.00

For
M issionary S tudies
Teaching A ids
& Posters

T A IW A N IN T R A N S IT IO N *
By J ira ir T a shjian . E nco u rag in g reports
of g ro w th th ro u g h d e d ica te d national
le ad e rsh ip. 64 pages.
$1.00
S IN G IN G M O U N T A IN S *
By Helen Tem ple. T ru e storie s, e xam 
p les o f G od 's p ow e r to ch an ge lives. 88
pages.
$1.00
K EP T IN S A FE G U A R D *
By M ary S cott. The person al account
of a life d e d ica te d to w o rld m issions.
116 pages.
$1.00
MORE P R E C IO U S TH A N GOLD
By B ru ce T aylor. The rise o f th e Church
o f th e N azarene in E uropean South
1.00
A frica. 80 pages.

$

U-647
24 b eautiful fu ll-c o lo r p ho tog ra ph s fro m a ro un d the
w orld . . . H isto rica l ske tch o f each co u n try where
the re are Nazarenes . . . A m eaningful and c o ntin uing
p rayer re m in d e r . . . M onthly ca len d ars th ro u g h 1980
. . . S pace fo r notin g fa m ily activities . . . 48 pages.
9x12”.
U-4001
O nly $2.95

S et o f abo ve 6 title s

•Y outh R eading U-63027
Set o f 3 title s
$3.00
Ju n io r R eading U-977
S et o f 6 title s
$5.95
P rim ary R eading U-1977
S et o f 3 title s
$3.00

A v a ila b le at y o u r D IS TR IC T A S S E M B L Y o r d ire c t fro m th e
N A ZAR EN E P U B LIS H IN G H O U S E

16R

P ost O ffic e B o x 527, K an sas C ity, M is s o u ri 64141

$ 6.00
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

HERE'S HOW ONE CHURCH PUT TRAINING
ON THEIR CHURCH CALENDAR . . .
FALL
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Registered Teacher Program—Understanding Ourselves—5 p.m. (Sundays)
Youth—Text by Paul Martin on Sanctification (Wednesdays)
Adults—Elective series in regular Sunday school classes—Dialog Series
(credit optional)
Junior—Junior church study—Junior Churchmanship (course 10a), grades four,
five, and six
Reading Certificate Program (throughout the year)

WINTER
DECEMBER

JANUARY

J

FEBRUARY

Prospective teachers—specially recruited class of 8-10 (during SS hour)
Bible Study—The Second C om ing—5 p.m. (Sundays) (credit optional)
Junior—Junior church study (course 12a), grades four, five, and six
Denomination-wide study—HARMONY IN THE HOME—class to be conducted on
Wednesday evenings—7 p.m. (credit optional)

)

SPRING
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Denomination-wide study (credit optional)
General limited attendance courses (special interest selections)—
(Sundays or Wednesdays)
Junior—Junior church study (course 14a)
Youth—Workshop on Witnessing (315.17a) (Wednesdays)
VBS training (614a)

SUMMER
JUNE

JULY

J

AUGUST

VBS training (614a)
Registered Teacher—First series—W ednesday evenings (lim ite d e n ro llm e n t
classes) run two sessions of six weeks end to end

)

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship

Tracts and
Brochures
☆ C HURCH OF THE NAZARENE TRACTS
Four- and six-page folders, appealing in design, pointed in message
on various aspects of tithing. Appropriate for the tract rack and giv
ing to Sunday school members. Attractively designed in two colors.
Size, 3% x 53/4".
T -801 Let's Look at Stewardship, by J. B. Chapman
T -8 0 3 O ld Stubs Tell a Story
T -8 4 0 A Divine Challenge, by Hugh C. Benner
T -8 5 0 M oney, M on ey, M oney! by M. Lunn
T-851 This Treasure in Earthen Vessels
T -8 5 2 Poured Out Lives
1 pkg., 5 0c ; 4 pkgs., $1.50
25 tracts per package
AD D ITIO N AL TRACTS
Packages of 25
1 pkg., 85c;
T -1 3 4 X O nce Upon a Time
T -1 3 9 X Don't Miss the Point- -Tithing 1 pkg., $ 1 .0 0 ;
T -6 1 8 Not a Bargain
1 pkg., 7 5c ;
1 pkg., 8 5c ;
T -5 0 1 A X Five Steps
T -7 3 7 X Stewardship Time and Talent W orksheet
1 pkg., 7 5 c ;
T -6 1 1 X Teens Can Tithe Too
1 pkg., 7 5 c ;
T -2 0 4 1 X The Parable o f the Talents
1 pkg., $ 1.15 ;

j O lv ia e

’ O k allm ge

Hugh G. Benner
T-840
O rder from
Nazarene P u b lish in g House
Box 527
Kansas C ity, M o . 64141

16T

4
4
4
4

pkgs.,
pkgs.,
pkgs.,
pkgs.,

$ 3.40
$ 3.85
$3.00
$3.40

4 pkgs., $3.00
4 pkgs., $ 3.00
4 pkgs., $4.50

£UANO£LISTS' d ir e c t o r y
H0,m^ mh mornh>

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1. Taft St.. Oamelson, Conn, 06239
ALLEN, DAN. (C) Bo* 1240. Hannibal, Mo. 63401
ALLEN, I. A. 4 MILDRED. (Ret.) Box 559, Chandler. Okla. 74834
AMOS, CARL A. (C) Rte. 3, Hannibal, Mo. 63401
♦ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Bo* 821, Conway, Ark. 72032
•ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844
•ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 4304 N. Peniel, Bethany. Okla. 73008
(fu ll-tim e)
ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St., Tampa, Fla. 33604
ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, III. 62221
♦BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) P.O. Bo* 32, Orange
City. Fla. 32763
•BAILEY, CLARENCE I THELMA. (C) 1197 W Arch St , Portland.
Ind. 47371
BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley. Lapeer, Mich. 48446
♦BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr.. Charleston, W.Va.
25306
BARTON, GRANT M. (Retired) 1551 Darlington Ave„ Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933
BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 254. Roland, Okla. 74954
♦BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c /o NPH*
• BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, IAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River
view Fid 33569
♦BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED 8. GRACE). (C) c /o NPH*
BETTCHER, ROY A. (R e t) 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 37407
BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd.. Pearl River, La. 70452
•BIERCE, JACK. (C) Box 3528, Vail, Colo. 81657
BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R. 703 E. #65, Celina,
Ohio 45822 (fu ll-tim e )
♦BLUE, DAVID & DANA. (C) Bo* 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37206
BOGGS, W. E. (Ret.) 11323 Cactus L n , Dallas, Te*. 75238
•B O H I, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061
•B O H I, R. W. (C) 403 Annawood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099
♦BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park, III. 60462
BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif
91792
BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (Ret.) 1695 Audrey Rd., Columbus, Ohio
43224
♦BRAND, W. H. (Ret.) P.O. Box 332, Fort Wayne, Ind. 46801
BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rt. 560, Urbana, Ohio 43078
BRISCOE, JOHN. (R) 5925 N.W. 60th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73122
(fu ll-tim e)
•BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, III. 60914
BROOKS, STANLEY E., JR. (C) Rte. 1, Box 245, Westmoreland,
N.H. 03467
BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St., Reading. Pa 19601
BROWN. ELBERT. (C) Rte 2, Hillsboro, Tenn. 37342
•BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724. Kankakee. III. 60901
♦BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C) 6104 S. Gotham Dr..
South B end,Ind. 46614
BUDD, JAY B. (R) 1385 Hentz Dr., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068
BUGHMAN, HAROLD M. (C) Country Ct.. Box 21, Byesville. Ohio
43723
BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod D r, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (fu ll-tim e)
• BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O. Box 165. Monaca. Pa
15061 (fu ll-tim e)
CANEN, DAVID. (C) c /o NPH*
•CAUDILL, STEVE I SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr.. Saginaw, Mich
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Bo* 675, Middleboro, Mass 02346
•CELEBRATION TRIO. (C) 1202 Kanawha Ave., Dunbar, W.Va.
25064
♦CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON & LOIS. (C) Rte. 1, Bo* 115a. Miltonvale, Kans. 67466
CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St.. Findlay, Ohio 45840
CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c /o Gen. Del.. Grover Hill, Ohio 45849
CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Dieeo, Calif. 92110
♦CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W Mead Ave., Bowling Green,
Ky. 42101
COBB, BILL & TERRI. (C) P.O. Box 75512, Oklahoma City. Okla.
73107
COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans. W.Va
25177
♦CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd., Ithaca, N Y 14850
CONWAY, L. W. (Ret.) 750 Michigan Ave. K-9, Washington, Pa.
15301
COOK, RALPH. (Ret.) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif. 91780
CORBETT, C. T. (Ret.) 459 N. Forest, Bradley, III. 60915
COX, CURTIS 8. (C) 2123 Memorial D r , Alexandria, La. 71301
•COY, JIM. (C) 3205 Churchview Dr., Valparaiso, Ind. 46383
CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503
CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, Rte. 2,
Bo* 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097
♦CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2, Bo* 186, Walker, W.Va. 26180
CREWS, H. F. & MRS. (Ret.) Bo* 18302, Dallas, Tex. 75218
•CROFFORD, DON. (R) 254 Southridge Dr., Rochester, N Y. 14626
(fu ll-tim e)
CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (R e t) 1466 E. Mountain, Pasadena, Calif.
91104
CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PL, Hermiston, Ore. 97838
DAMRON, GARY. (C) 9051 Grand, Kansas City, Mo 64114
DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Bo* 929, Vivian, La. 71082
♦DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420
DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Bo* 1066, Grafton, Va. 23692
DAVIS, LEO. (Ret.) 403 "N " St., Bedford, Ind. 47421
DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell A ve , Lakeland. Fla. 33801
•OeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Bo* 342, Barberton. Ohio 44203
♦CELL, JIMMY. (R) 4026 E Flower St., Phoeni*, Ariz. 85018
(fu ll-tim e)
DeLONG, R. V. (Ret.) 5932 48th Ave. N „ St. Petersburg, Fla. 33709
♦DENNIS, DARRELL & BETTY. (R) c /o NPH (fu ll-tim e)
DISHON, CLARENCE. (C) Rte. 8, Box 251J, Indianapolis, Ind. 46234
DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte. 15. Bowling Green. Ky 42101
DITTMER, JOHN A. (C) 1144 N. Stephens. Springfield, III 62702
♦DIXON, GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*
DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Box 370, Crossville, Tenn. 38555
•DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville.
Tenn. 37211
DUNN, DON. (C) P.O. Box 132, Bartlett, Ohio 45713
♦DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA. (R) Union St., Topsham, Me. 04086
EASTMAN, H. T. (Ret.) 5102 Gailey Rd., Sp. 317A, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80915
•EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger, Ky. 41018
EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 9352. Colorado Springs. Colo. 80932
(fu ll-tim e)
ELLINGSON, R. LEE (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis, Ind. 46203
ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 1220 Bluebird Dr., Longview, Tex. 75601
ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans. 66206
EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*
ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr., Danville, Va.
24541

IC I C om m issioned (RJ Registered ^P re a ch er & Song Evangelist »S ong Evangelist
‘ Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527. Kansas City, M o 64141
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ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point. Columbus, Ohio 34227
(fu ll-tim e)
• EVERETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St.. Marietta, Ohio 45750
EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66 C. Stanton, Ky. 40380 (fu ll time)
FELTER, JASON H. (C) c /o NPH*
♦FILES, GLORIA; I ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore. N Y. 11710
FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan. Olathe, Kans 66061 (fu ll
time)
FINKBEINER, A. I. (C) 84 B. Street, Campbell, Calif. 95008
♦FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*
FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley, Ohio 45167
FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2. Clymer, Pa. 15728
♦FORD, JAMES & RUTH. (C) Children s Workers. 1605 Laura St.,
P lp/irw jitpr FIs 33S1 S

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322. Carmi, III. 62821
FRASER, DAVID. (R) c /o NPH (fu ll-tim e)
FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, III 61431
FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte. 1, Geff, III. 62842
•FULWOOD, JOANNE, i BOOTH, DIAN. (R) 625 N.E. 6th St.,
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 (fu ll-tim e)
•GAGNON, DAVE I KAREN. (R) 130 M ilford St., Rochester, N.Y.
14615
GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061
•GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W Hendricks, No 7. Shelbyville. Ind.
46176
GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115, Mt Erie, III. 62446
•GILLESPIE, SHERMAN i ELSIE. (R) 203 E. Highland, Muncie.
Ind. 47303 (fu ll-tim e)
GILMORE, PAUL S. (Ret.) 738 Buffalo St.. Jamestown, N.Y. 14701
♦GLAZE, HAROLD & MARILYN. (R) PO Box A. Calamine. Ark.
72418
•GLENDENNING, PAUL & BOBBIE. (C) 700 E Broadway, Fairfield,
la. 52556
GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N. Beale, Milwaukee, Wis. 53224
GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3, Box 269, Bemid|i, Minn 56601
•GORMANS. THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67. Louisville, Ky. 40229
GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, III. 61938
GRAY, JOSEPH t RUTH. (Ret.) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, Tex. 79412
•GREEN, JAMES I ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385, Canton, III. 61520
GRIMES, BILLY. (R) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, Tex. 75766 (fu ll-tim e)
GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St.. Sistersville, W.Va 26175
GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 2827 LaVista Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43204
•GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD & JANICE). (C) 539 E
Mason St., Owosso, Mich. 48867
GUY, MARION O. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401
♦HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna C t. Colorado Springs, Colo. 80916
(fu ll time)
HALL, CARL N. (C) c/o NPH
♦HALL, DAVID S. BETTY. (C) c /o NPH
HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Ret.) 907 Cowan Ave.. Conroe, Tex. 77301
HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 Sf. Clair. Vincennes. Ind. 47591
HANCE, RAY. (Ret.) 7705 N.W. 20th St., Bethany, Okla. 73008
HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c /o NPH
• HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) c /o NPH*
HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank, Ohio 44214
HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin. Tex 78758
HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St.. Rochelle, III. 61068
HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c /o NPH*
HAYES, CECIL G. (C) R.D. 2. Howard, Ohio 43028
♦HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St., Belhany. Okla.
73008
HENDERSON, DEE. (Retired) Rte. 1. Box 439A, Donaldson. Ark.
71941
HENDERSON, DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore, Apt 46 C. Altamonte
Springs, Fla. 32701
HENDERSON, JOHN. (C) 1209 Ordway PI., Nashville, Tenn. 37206
HESS, BILL. (R) 601 N. Broadway. Cleveland. Okla 74020 (lu ll
tim e)
HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd ,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7
HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St.. Corpus Christi, Tex. 78404
HOLCOMB, T. E. (Ret.) 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex. 77078
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HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte. 2, Indian Lake Rd., Vicksburg, Mich. 49097
HOLLOWAY, WARREN O. (C) 445 W Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432
HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St., Columbia, Ky. 42728
HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.O. Box 816, Durant, Okla
74701
HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington, Ind. 46750
HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct.. Columbus. Ohio
43214 (fu ll-tim e)
ICE, CHARLES t BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo. 82501
IDE, CHARLES D. (Ret.) 1796 52nd St. S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
49508
♦IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E. Hatch, Sturgis. Mich. 49091
(fu ll-tim e)
INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave , Charleroi, Pa. 15022
♦IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis M ill Cr„ Harrison, Tenn 37341
ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist. 610 Deseret,
Friendswood, Tex. 77546
•JACKSON, CHUCK t MARY. (C) Box 17226, Nashville, Tenn.
73217
♦JACKSON, HERB. (R) P.O. Box 640, Bethany, Okla. 73008
(fu ll-tim e)
JACKSON, PAUL I TRISH. (R) Box 739. Meade. Kans. 67864
(fu ll-tim e)
JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 4270 Loomis # K Colorado Springs, Colo.
80906
JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James. Mo. 65559
♦JANTZ, CALVIN t, MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*
JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High A ve . Bellefontame. Ohio
43311
JEFFERIES, A. G. (Ret.) 350 Pearl St., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore. 97401
JETER, H. L. (C) 2345 Johnstown, Florissant, Mo 63033
•JEWETT, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) Rte 4, Box 265, West Monroe.
La. 71291
JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte 1, Clearwater. Minn 55320 (full
tim e)
•JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E , Lewiston. Ida 83501
JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) Rte 4, Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014
JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr.. Nashville, Tenn. 37217 (fu ll
tim e)
KEALIHER. DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur. Nampa, Ida 83651
KELLY, R. B. (Ret.) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany. Okla. 73008
KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (Ret.) 2910 Harris St., Eugene. Ore.
97405
KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P.O. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431
KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon, Ind. 47991 (fu ll-tim e)
KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Ret.) 1241 Knollwood Rd., 46K, Seal Beach,
Calif. 90740
KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298, Brookville. Pa 15825
♦KRATZ, ELDON & KAY. (R) 814 Grant T e rr, Olathe, Kans. 66061
(fu ll-tim e)
LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E. Jolly Rd.. Lansing. Mich. 48910
LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St.. Junction City, Ohio 43748
LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg. Ind. 46112
♦ U W , DICK t LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Belhany. Okla. 73008
•LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville, Tenn.
37217 (fu ll-tim e)
• LAXSON, WALLY t GINGER. (C) Rte. 3. Athens. Ala. 35611
• LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview. Mo 64030
♦LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1. Hicksville, Ohio 43525
LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C) Box 1868. Fresno. Calif. 97318
LEONARD, JAMES <, FLORICE. (Ret.) 150 Valley View Dr., Johns
town, Ohio 43031
LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe. Kans. 66061
LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd., Howell, Mich. 48843
LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI., Springfield, Mo. 65804
♦LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St.. Elkhart. Ind. 46514
♦LOMAN, LANE & JANET. (R) c/o NPH (fu ll-tim e)
LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. # 2 . New Florence. Pa. 15944 (full-tim e)
LOWN, A. J. (C) c /o NPH*
♦LUSH, RON I MYRTLEBEL. (C) c /o NPH
LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct., No. 1. Whitewater. Wis.
53190
MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. (C) 41808 W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio
44035

MADISON, G. H. (Ret.) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37206
MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) c /o NPH
MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N, Maysville. Ky. 41056
MARLIN, BEN F. (C) P.O. Box 6310, Hollywood, Fla. 33021
MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103. Alton. Tex. 79220
•McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind 47274
McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Byron, Ohio
43506
MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) Rte 1, Box 308. Dale. Tex. 78616
McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando, Fla. 32809
McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) P.O. Box 3147, Huntsville, Ala. 35810
MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109
MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1, Greenup, Ky. 41144
•MEREDITH, DWIGHT t NORMA JEAN. (C) c /o NPH*
MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286. Minneapolis. Minn. 55431
(fu ll-tim e)
♦MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belinder, Prairie Village.
Kans. 66208
MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Ret.) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind.
46807
♦MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar,
Colo. 81052
MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 46th St., Reading, Pa. 19606
MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c /o NPH*
MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St., Terre Haute. Ind
47804
MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd.. Nitro. W.Va. 25143
MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Ret.) 19562 Winward L n . Huntington
Beach, Calif. 92646
•MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket. Ont.. Canada
♦MYERS, HAROLD t MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W.. Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49504
•NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St.. Owosso, Mich.
48867
♦NELSON, CHARLES ED. (C) Box 241. Rogers, Ark 72756
NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c /o NPH*
NORTON, 10E. (Ret.) Box 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520
ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C) 2936 Leesburg Rd.. S .W , Washington Court
House. Ohio 43160
OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, N.J 08097
PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave . M artinsville, Ind. 46151
•PARR, PAUL G. & DOROTHY. (C) Rte 1. Box 167A, Whitetown,
In d .46075
♦PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A. (C) c /o NPH*
PECK, JOHN. (R) Box 695. Colorado Springs. Colo 80901 (full
tim e)
PECK, W. A. (C) Rte. 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863
♦PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (C) Box 605, Sidney, Mont. 59270
PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245. Cable. Ohio 43009
PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd . Rte 2, Griggsville, III
62340
♦PICKERINGS, R. E. (R) P.O. Box 20572. Orlando, Fla. 32814 (fu ll
tim e)
•PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton. Ohio 45431
♦PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C) Rte. 4, Danville. III. 61832
♦PORTER, JOHN & PATSY. (C) c /o NPH*
POTTER, LYLE 8. LOIS. (Ret.) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683
POTTS, TROY C. (Ret.) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234
♦POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr.. Mansfield, Ohio
44905
♦POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte. 4. Oskaloosa. la. 52577
•QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr.. Orlando. Fla.
32809
♦RAKER. W. C. I MARY. (C) Box 106. lewistown. Ill 61542
RAYCROFT, R. N. (C) c /o NPH*
READER, GEORGE H. D. (R) Box 396, Chrisman, III. 61924 (fu ll
tim e)
REED, DOROTHY. (C) 2907 W. Chestnut St., Hannibal, Mo. 63401
REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais. III. 60914
RHAME, JOHN D. (R) 1712 Good Hope. Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63701
(fu ll-tim e)

•RICHARDS, LARRY S. PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203
RICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C) 421 S. Grand Ave., Bourbonnais, III.
60914
RIDEN, K. R. (C) c /o NPH
ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099
ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln.. Arlington. Tex
76014
♦ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Healers, W.Va 26627
RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave.. Nashville. Tenn 37210
(fu ll-tim e)
ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln.. Bethany. Okla.
73008
RUSHING, KEN i EDNA. (R) 3621 N W. 97th St.. Miami. Fla.
33147 (fu ll-tim e)
RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn 37352
RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204. La Vergne, Tenn 37086
(fu ll-tim e)
SANDERS, E. H. (C) 401 S. Oak St.. Sapulpa. Okla. 74066
SANDERS. RUFUS J. (C )311 N. Third Ave . Saginaw. Mich 48607
SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (C) 1416 Mary. Oklahoma City. Okla
73127
SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian. Mich 49221
SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln.. Alta Loma. Calif. 91701
SCOTT, CHARLES. (R) 1206 Tower Dr.. Rte 1. Box 424. Boonville.
Ind 47601
SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) I GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave,
Ashland. Ky. 41101
♦SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94. Pittsburg, III. 62974
♦SHARP, CHARLES t FAMILY. (C) Rte. 2. Box 216 D. Vicksburg.
Mich. 49097
SHARPLES. J. J. t MRS. (R) 41 James Ave., Yorkton, Saskatchewan.
Canada (fu ll-tim e)
SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln., St. Marys. Ohio 45885
♦SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr . Anderson. Ind.
46011
SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O. Box 1083, Hendersonville, Tenn. 37075
♦SIPES, JOHN & ROSALIE. (R) Box 486, Bucklin, Kans. 67834 (fu ll
tim e)
SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave . San Diego, Calif. 92117
•SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St.. Rising Sun, Ind 47040
♦SLATER, GLENN t VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St.. Independence.
Kans. 67301
SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008
♦SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/o NPH*
SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 6727 N. Rosemead Blvd. (Apt. 1), San
Gabriel, Calif. 91775
SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd., Snover, Mich. 48472
♦SMITH, OTTIS E„ JR., & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute.
Pa. 16351
SMITH, R. A. (C) Box 42. Wadsworth. Ohio 44281
SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 P arai'se Ln., Colorado Springs. Colo.
80904 (full-tim e)
SNIDER, C. W. (C) 706 S. 15th St., Vincennes, Ind. 47591
SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 58 Baylis, S.W . Grand Rapids. Mich. 49507
♦SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester A ve, Nashville. Tenn. 37210
♦SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C) c /o NPH
SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c /o NPH*
STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11. Bethany. Okla. 73008
STARNES, SAM. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, III. 60915
STEELE, J. J. (Ret.) 1020 W. Stanford, Springfield, Mo. 65807
STEEN, CURTIS. (C) 6809 N.W. 25th, Bethany, Okla. 73008
STEGAL, DAVID. (R) Rte. 2, Box 139, Yukon, Okla. 73099 (fu ll-tim e)
STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90 Jasper, Ala. 35501
♦STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th A ve. N .W , Rochester. Minn.
55901
•STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd . Lot 127.
Colorado Springs. Colo. 80910
STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1, Ramsey, Ind. 47166
STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave . Springfield. Ohio
45503
STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte. 3. Waverly, Ohio 45690
SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr.. Yukon. Okla
73099
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•SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte 2. Box 106. Sharon Grove.
Ky. 42280
TALBERT, GEORGE H. (Ret.) 409 N.E. 13th St., Abilene, Kans. 67410
TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr ,
Redding, Calif. 96001
TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Lim it, Colorado Springs. Colo 80905
♦TEASDALE, ELLIS i RUTH. (Ret.) 58333 Ironwood Dr., Elkhart,
In d .46514
THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) Box 682, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050
THOMAS. W. FRED. (Ret.) 521 Ideal St., Milan, Mich. 48160
THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy. Craig. Mo. 64437
THOMPSON, HAROLD. (Retired) 644 E. Walnut St., Blytheville, Ark.
72315
♦THORNTON, RON L. (C) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, III. 61241
THORNTON, WALLACE. (C) Rte 4, Box 49 B, Somerset, Ky 42501
TOSTI, TONY. (Ret.) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave., Vancouver, Wash. 98662
TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c /o NPH*
♦TUCKER, BILL I JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204. La Vale. Md
21502
TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c /o NPH*
TURBYFILL, M. L. (Retired) 6812 N.W. 29th Terr., Bethany, Okla.
73008
♦TURNOCK, JIM & D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (fu ll-tim e)
UNDERWOOD, G, F. & MRS. (Retired) 150 Shadylane Cir. Ct., War
ren, Ohio 44483
VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N. 37th PI., Phoenix, An;.
85028
VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich 49002
WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75228
♦WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c /o NPH*

♦WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (Retired) Preacher & Chalk Artist,
1001 Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901
•WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville. III.
61832
•WELCH, RICHARD I CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts. No 5. Madison.
Tenn 37115
WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston Heights, S.C. 29405
WELLS, KENNETH t LILY. (Ret.) Box 1043, W hitefish, Mont. 59937
WEST, EDNA. (C) 910 Carlisle St., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907
WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c /o NPH*
WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake. Olathe. Kans. 66061
WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) 5118 Ranch Rd , Bartlesville. Okla 74003
♦WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St., Columbus. Ind. 47201
(fu ll-tim e)
WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr.. Kokomo. Ind. 46901
♦WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr , Bethany.
Okla. 73008
WILSON, ROBERT J. (C) Rte. 2. Box 139, Lexington. Ala. 35648
WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) P.O. Box 122, Mount Erie. III. 62446
WISE, DAVE. (R) c /o NPH (fu ll-tim e)
♦WISEHART, LENNY & JOY. (C) c /o NPH*
WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St., Riverside. Calif. 92501
WOODWARD, GEORGE. (Ret.) Rte. 2, Ermas, Box 149C, Cape May,
N.J. 08204
WOOLMAN, J. L. (Ret.) 1205 S.W. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73139
WRIGHT, E. G. (C) Rte. 2, Box 363, Old Lincoln Way, Orrville. Ohio
44667
WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162. Winfield. Kans. 67156
WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr.. Franktort, Ky. 40601
•YATES, BEN J. (C) 5709 W illow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa. 15102
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When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secretary.

|

N a m e _______________________________________ Date of C h an ge ____________________

PASTOR— a Service to You

I

Former A ddress__________________________________________ Zip .
Former Church _______________________________________________
New A dd ress---------------------------------------------------------------------------C ity _________________________________ S ta te _______________ Zip .
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Gracious Acceptance
esus

s a id ,

“ It is more blessed to

give than to receive.” And no
J
doubt we accede to the truth of this
assertion. Our hearts have all been
warmed by the joy that comes from
sharing with others.
Stimulation to giving is felt in
many areas, and rightly so. We are
urged to experience the thrill of
cheerful, spontaneous offerings to
God and to Kingdom building. We
are admonished to express love and
appreciation to friends and family—
the timely gift, the thoughtful com 
pliment, the ready smile, the warm
handclasp. To develop generosity
toward others is a lifetime pursuit.
Less has been said and written
about the gracious acceptance of a
gift. This, too, is an art that de
serves cultivation. A gift can be so
poorly received that the giver is hurt
or embarrassed. The compliment can
be so dissipated with protests and
denials that the one offering it wishes
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Audrey Williamson
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he had not spoken. Finding fault with
a gift or leaving the impression that it
is inadequate or unsuitable is with
out excuse. Unless the giver sincerely
offers a choice or the privilege o f an
exchange, the receiver should con
sider the motive prompting the gift
and should accept it gratefully.
Parsonage families are more often
the recipients of favors and expres
sions of praise than representatives
of any other profession. Let us never
accept these kindnesses as though
they were due, and fail to reward the
giver with w ell-ch osen words o f
thankfulness. A word of caution is in
order. No minister’s family should
accept personally the monies that
rightfully belong to or are intended
for the church as tithes and offerings.
And a minister’s family will be wise if
they do not accept extravagant per
sonal gifts that leave them beholden
to the giver.
It is a good thing not to anticipate
a gift or a compliment; then if it is
not forthcoming, one is not disap
p o in te d . Som e have d iscou n ted
themselves and clouded the image
they should have portrayed as ser
vants of God and His people by
appearing to be never quite satisfied.
Let us practice the expression of
appreciation for every good thing
which we receive.
Another blot upon gracious accep
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tance is a lurking suspicion or doubt
— “ Why did he say that?” “ Why
should they give me a gift?” “ What
does she expect in return?” “ I’ll just
take that with a grain o f salt!”
Such thoughts are unworthy of one
representing the Master. And why
should we be mistrustful of praise
or o f a kindly deed? We never doubt
the unkind word, the slighting re
mark. We accept that at full value
and often exaggerate its significance.
Let us be sincere ourselves, and let
us accept others with the expectation
that they too are genuinely sincere.
T o indulge a suspicious nature is to
discount everyone else. If we are
operating with perfect love in our
hearts, let us assume that all who
offer us the gifts and tokens of friend
ship are themselves prompted by
genuine love.
A third attitude that clouds a
gracious acceptance is that o f re
proach or rebuke— “ I hope you didn’t
think you had to do that!” when a
gift is given, or “ Oh, I was just
awful!” when a compliment is of
fered, or even, “ You spent too much,
you’d better take that back !” when a
presentation is made.
Sometimes these reactions are due
to habit; sometimes they arise from
a negative state of mind, or from a
feeling of unworthiness or inade
quacy, or from awkwardness. But
they dampen the enthusiasm o f the
giver. Try phrasing your acceptance
positively— “ What pleasure you have
given m e.” “ How unworthy I am of
such generosity.” “ I didn’t realize
how much you loved m e.” “ I am
humbled by your kindness.”
A student said to a professor, “ I
don’t know what to say when I sing a
special in church or chapel and my
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classmates tell me they enjoyed it.
If I say, ‘Thank you,’ it sounds as
though I am proud o f myself and my
accomplishments. ’ ’
The professor wisely answered, “ A
thank-you is a recognition of a gift,
and a compliment is a gift. No reply
at all would be a rudeness. And re
member, you can always transfer the
praise to Him who gave you the voice
to sing and the opportunity to de
velop it for His glory.”
And this is the ultimate in gracious
acceptance. Wherever possible and
appropriate, recognize God as the
Source o f anything you are or are able
to do. Magnifying His grace, His
wisdom, and His strength as im 
parted to you will truly assure the
Giver o f your gift that you are
genuinely humble and deeply grate
ful.
T o our mates, to the members of
our families, to our neighbors, and to
the fellowship of the church, let us
practice the art of gracious accep
tance. It will make us more aware
and more grateful for the manifold
grace of God and the gifts of His
Spirit so lavishly bestowed upon us.
We can improve the quality of our
acceptance o f His gifts to us even as
we seek to develop in our attitude
toward all His people a spirit of
gracious gratitude for their many
kindnesses to us.
We well may echo the prayer of
George Herbert who wrote in the 16th
century:
Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more—a grateful
heart!
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if Thy blessings had spare days;
But such a heart, whose pulse may be
Thy praise.
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Wesley on Romans 7
By George E. Failing*

p a s s a g e , Romans 7:7-25, is
sometimes called the watershed
of theology and sometimes referred to
(not so politely) as the graveyard of
theologians.
It is very helpful to us of the Wes
leyan persuasion to recall with pre
cision what John Wesley actually
wrote on this passage. The writer
feels that Wesley has made an
excellent distinction when he empha
sizes the meaning of this passage as
being the whole process of a man
reasoning, groaning, striving, and
esca p in g from the legal to the
evangelical state. In Rom . 3:21—
5:21, the deliverance involved is one
of justification and regeneration. In
Rom. 7:7-25, it involves the deliver
ance from the bondage of inward sin,
leading to freedom to live as those
who walk after the Spirit because of
the inward renewal by “ the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Rom.

T

h is

8 : 2 ).

So, without arguing as to whether
the “ I” of Romans 7 is an unsaved
person or a believer, not yet fully
sa n ctifie d , Joh n W esley d ire ctly
speaks about deliverance, in the first
instance, from the condemnation and
*Editor, The W esleyan A d vocate.
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guilt of a life of sinning to, in the
second place, a heart and life set
free to serve God by the mighty work
of the Holy Spirit— in His sanctifying
fullness.
Below follows the exact text of
John Wesley’s comments on this
passage:
7.
What shall we say then?—This is a
kind of digression (to the beginning of
the next chapter), wherein the apostle, in
order to show, in the most lively manner,
the weakness and inefficacy of the law,
changes the person, and speaks as of
himself, concerning the misery of one
under the law. This Paul frequently
does when he is not speaking of his own
person, but only assuming another char
acter, Rom iii, 6; 1 Cor x, 30; chap. iv, 6.
The character here assumed, is that of a
man, first, ignorant of the law, then
under it, and sincerely but ineffectually
striving to serve God. To have spoken
this of himself, or any true believer,
would have been foreign to the whole
scope of his discourse; nay, utterly con
trary thereto; as well as to what is
expressly asserted, chap. viii, 2. Is the law
sin? Sinful in itself, or a promoter of sin?
I had not known lust—that is, evil desire.
I had not known it to be a sin. Nay,
perhaps I should not have known that
any such desire was in me. It did not
appear til it was stirred up by the
prohibition.
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8. But sin—My inbred corruption,
taking occasion by the commandment—
Forbidding, but not subduing it, was
only fretted, and wrought in me so much
the more all manner of evil desire. For
while I was without the knowledge of the
law, sin was dead; neither so apparent,
nor so active; nor was I under the least
apprehensions of any danger from it.
9. And I was once alive without the
law—Without the close application of it.
I had much life, wisdom, virtue, strength.
So I thought. But when the command
ment (that is, the law, a part put for the
whole: but this expression particularly
intimates its compulsive force, which
restrains, enjoins, urges, forbids, threat
ens) came in its spiritual meaning to
my heart, with the power of God, sin
revived, and I died—My inbred sin took
fire, and all my virtue and strength
died away. And I then saw myself to be
dead in sin, and liable to death eternal.
10. The commandment which was
intended for life—Doubtless it was orig
inally intended by God as a grand means
of preserving and increasing spiritual
life, and leading to life everlasting.
11. Deceive me—While I expected life
by the law, sin came upon me unawares,
and slew all my hopes.
12. The commandment—That is, ev
ery branch of the law, is holy, just, and
good—It springs from, and partakes of,
the holy nature of God: it is every way
just and right in itself. It is designed
wholly for the good of man.
13. Was then that which is good made
the cause of evil to me?—Yea, of death,
which is the greatest of evils? Not so.
But it was sin which was made death to
me, inasmuch as it wrought death in me
even by that which is good—By the good
law, so that sin by the commandment
became exceeding sinful—The conse
quence of which was, that inbred sin,
thus driving furiously in spite of the
commandment, became exceeding sinful;
the guilt thereof being greatly aggra
vated.
14. I am carnal—St. Paul having com
pared together the past and present state
of believers, that in the flesh (v. 5), and
that in the spirit (v. 6); in answering
two objections, (is then the law sin? v. 7,
and is the law death? v. 13) interweaves
20

the whole process of a man reasoning,
groaning, striving, and escaping from the
legal to the evangelical state. This he
does from v. 7 to the end of this chapter.
Sold under sin—Totally enslaved: slaves
bought with money were absolutely at
their masters’ disposal.
16. It is good—This single word im
plies all the three that were used before,
v. 2, holy, just, and good.
17. It is no more I that can properly
be said to do it, but rather sin that
dwelleth in me: that makes, as it were,
another person, and tyrannizes over me.
18. In my flesh—The flesh here sig
nifies the whole man as he is by nature.
21. I find then a law—An inward, con
straining power, flowing from the dictate
of corrupt nature.
22. For I delight in the law of God—
This is more than I consent to, v. 16.
The day of liberty draws near; the inward
man—Called the mind, w . 23 and 25.
23. But I see another law in my mem
bers—Another inward constraining pow
er o f ev il in c lin a t io n s and b o d ily
appetites, warring against the law of my
mind—The dictate of my mind, which
delights in the law of God, and cap
tivating me— In spite of all my resis
tance.
24. O wretched man that I am! The
struggle is now come to the height, and
the man finding there is no help in
himself, begins almost unawares to pray,
Who shall deliver me? He then seeks and
looks for deliverance, til God in Christ
appears to answer his question. The word
which we translate “ deliver,” implies
force; and indeed without this there can
be no deliverance. The body of this
death—That is, this body of death; this
mass of sin, leading to death eternal,
and cleaving as close to me as my body
to my soul. We may observe, the de
liverance is not wrought yet.
25. I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord—That is, God will deliver me
through Christ. But the apostle (as his
frequent manner is) beautifully inter
weaves his assertion with thanksgiving:
the hymn of praise answering in a man
ner to the voice of sorrow. O wretched
man that I am! So then—He here sums
up the whole, and concludes what he
began, v. 7, I myself—Or rather, that I
The Preacher's Magazine

(the person whom I am personating til
his deliverance is wrought) serve the law
of God with my mind—My reason and
conscience declare for God; but with my

flesh the law of sin—But my corrupt
passions and appetites still rebel. The
man is now utterly weary of his bondage,
and upon the brink of liberty.

Second of a se rie s com paring productive
methods of industry m anag ers to the
church pastor

Productivity and the Pulpit
By Jerald L. Duff*
II. Renew al of the Su n d ay School

ra th e r

com m on

expression in

A industry depicts the manager as
“ up to his eyeballs in alligators while
forgetting the initial objective was to
drain the swamp.” The daily di
lemma of lines down, absenteeism,
equipment failure, and union griev
ances tends to erase the overall
objective of producing the bestest
and mostest for the leastest.
So it is with the Sunday school.
Teacher illness, individual disci
pline, supply shortages, “ somebody
took our scissors” type problems can
overshadow the initial objective of
providing a Christian experience to
all. The time is now to stop and
evaluate your course.
STEP 1— “ L E T ’ S BEGIN A G A IN ”
Unless your Sunday school has had
a major shakeup within the last year,
you may find:
1. Teachers drafted as “ temporary”
2. Teachers frustrated
3. Teachers unchallenged by rou
tines
4. Teachers who would rather not
teach
5. M inor irritations summed to ma
jor proportions
* Senior engineer, N ational Cash Register C orp.,
D ayton, Ohio.
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6. Supervisors who are glorified re
cord keepers
7. Supervisors with little teaching
ability
8. Supervisors with no managerial
talent.
If this is your situation, rather
than spend months working with
individuals, politicking, cajoling, ad
vising, maneuvering, etc., merely call
a teachers’ meeting (written invita
tions) and “ fire” everyone. Before the
formal stoning procedure begins,
quickly pass out cards requesting
names and desired positions. Then
after study, lay out new assignments
and start again. Thus, nearly every
one can be revitalized in one swift
coup de grace.
STEP 2— “ SUPERVISORS
SHOULD SUPERVISE”
Ideally, industry rewards perfor
mance with increased responsibility
and compensation. In the church,
however, too often the supervisor
and superintendent is someone de
void of teaching ability but “ needs
to be busy,” and therefore is little
more than a record keeper. Since
there is no challenge, the best teach
ers pass up supervision, and hence
“ clergical George” is caught again.
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Any Sunday school with over six
teachers should have supervisors. In
dustry recognizes four to seven sub
ordinates as ideal. The large church
may have one or more supervisors for
each grade. The supervisor should be
totally responsible for the depart
m ent. H e/sh e handles d iscip lin e
p r o b le m s , s t o c k r e q u ir e m e n t s ,
teacher complaints and improve
ments, facility recommendations—
or, in short, must be the manager.
No superintendent or pastor should
deal directly with problems without
the supervisor’s permission or solici
tation of help.
The supervisor should also be re
sp on sible for targetin g o f goals.
Where do you expect to be in three
months, six months, one year; and
what is the plan to reach these goals?
If an attendance increase is an
objective (shouldn’t it always be?),
what is the faculty and stock (cray
ons, etc.) plan for fulfillment? Then a
quarterly review is held to determine
progress and reevaluate goals. Until
becoming “ my goals,” the respon
sibility for success or failure remains
in the hands of “ clergical George.”
Motivation begins one on one sitting
across the desk. Start by upgrading
your supervisors to managerial level.
You will be amazed that, rather than
losing control, you will actually gain

increased communication since you
are not bothered with trivia and have
more time for planning.
T o alleviate the old alligator/
swamp crises, large industry employs
individuals whose sole purpose is to
see “ the big picture.” Once a year
this group compiles and revises a
five-year plan.
In the church, too often the only
one aware of the big picture is the
pastor. Failing to share develop
mental responsibility further alien
ates “ clergical George” and goals
seldom become internalized with the
people. Thus the pastor is again
“ pedestalized” just beyond com 
monality of experience on the street.
Stop tying up board members with
such monumental concerns as the
location of the water fountain and
start tapping their intellect with the
where, when, and how of the big
picture.
SU M M ARY:
Big bu sin ess su cceed s through
delegation of authority and respon
sibility and through future planning.
The local church may fail because
“ clergical George” is afraid to do so
because of lack of confidence in
himself and/or his laborers. Perhaps
it is time for some productivity from
the pulpit.

The Voice o f the D ead
With what voice shall we speak when we are dead? . . . What
part o f us will remain alive, singing or jarring in men’ s remem
brance? In some it is wealth, in others it is goodness; some go on
speaking in their cruelty, others in their gentleness . . . Yes,
something goes on speaking.
But these biggest things not only continue to speak in the ears of
memory, they persist as actual forces in the common life o f men. Our
characters do not die when our hearts cease to beat . . . our
dominant dispositions persist and mingle as friends or enemies in the
lives o f others. By them we, being dead, still speak, and we speak in
subtle forces which aid or hinder other pilgrims.
—John Henry Jowett
22
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Faith a n d A b ra h a m
Gen. 15:1-11 records the great dia
logue between Abraham and God. It
marks the “ turning point” in Abraham’s
life—where faith took hold. Three things
stand out in the dialogue:
1. Abraham is seen as a listener.
Seen throughout this dialogue is the sub
stance of what God is saying. The first
requirement for a vital relationship with
God is that we listen to what He says.
2. Abraham is seen as a learner. To
listen is good, but to learn from the con
versation is a plus. Abraham calculated
in his mind, and in his heart, what God
was saying, and who God promised to be
in his life. Vital relationships—and faith
—grow only where one is learning the
walk of trust.
3. Abraham is seen taking the “ leap of
faith” — “ And Abram believed God” (v.
6, TLB ).1 Kierkegaard spoke of that
moment when man casts himself upon
what he believes to be true as the “ leap
of faith.” And every heart must launch
out upon what he believes if his relation
ship with God is to be victorious and
vital.

A T ho ught A b o u t Flinching
The dictionary defines flinch as “ to
shrink from . . . to wince . . . to tense
the muscles involuntarily in fear . . . to
recoil.”
M offatt translates H eb. 11:27-28,
which is a thought about Moses, to read:

By C . Neil Strait
P a sto r, First
C h u rc h o f th e N azarene
L an sin g, M ich.
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“ Like one who saw the King invisible, he
never flinched.” Another use of the word
is in Ps. 44:18, “ Our heart has never
flinched.” 2
Halford Luccock says, “ We can be
equipped to keep from flinching in the
presence of some duty or opportunity for
service by the same means that fortified
Moses—by seeing that God who is in
visible and being grounded in him” (365
Windows, Abingdon, 1955, p. 180).

Thoughts From 1 John 1:7
Here is a verse you might develop
under a title like “ Daily Discovery,”
as you preach about the daily journey
with Jesus.
1. There is the decision for the journey
in the word “ if.” It is conditional, and
if the journey is to be one of discovery,
it must be continuous.
2. There is the directions for the
journey—“ walk in the light.” These are
plain words, and they speak of priority.
3. There are the dividends of the
journey—“ fellowship” and “ cleansing.”

C o n sid er the U -tu rn
You have seen the sign often—“ No
U-turn.” And we know the danger of such
a turn on busy streets. But there is a
place for U-turns in the spiritual journey.
Acts 9:1-9 records a U-turn that for
ever changed the course of history. It
was Saul’s conversion. Saul’s U-turn—
repentance—was his moment for turning
his life around and heading it in God’s
direction.

Thoughts on P rea ch in g
from H a v n e r
Vance Havner, in an issue of Proclaim,
gave these answers to the question “ What
kind of preacher do we need?” I pass
them along for your consideration.
1. One with the anointing of God to
preach. Havner says a preacher “ may
wear all the trappings of ecclesiastical
prestige and pageantry; but he cannot
function without unction.”
2. That authority that comes from
being anointed and believing G od ’ s
Word. Havner states, “ You can’t preach
it like it is if you don’t believe it like it
was.”
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3.
Preachers need an apocalyptic per
spective. He believes that “ preachers
must be aware we are living close to the
end time and let that inform and sustain
their preaching.” (In Focus, Vol. 1, No.
6, a Division of Word, Inc.)

W hat M a k e s G o o d P re a c h in g ?
George E. Sweazy, in his book Preach
ing the Good News, writes this about
preaching: “ What makes good preaching

is not musty maxims of homiletics but a
burning eagerness to say what congre
gations need to hear” (George E. Sweazy,
Preaching the Good News, Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1976, intro.).
And the Word presses itself upon the
preacher, begging expression.
1. The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
H ouse Publishers, W heaton, 111. U sed b y permission.
2. From The B ib le: A N ew Translation, b y James
M offa tt. C opyright 1954 b y Jam es M offa tt. By
perm ission o f Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.

Seeds for Sermons
During the month of M ay we
invite you to read the stories of
Ruth, Esther, and the Song of
Solomon as we see
TH E L O R D ’ S L A D IE S

May 1
NAOMI
S c r ip t u r e :

I. T h e F o r g o t t e n N a m e — M a r a —“ call
me Mara” (v. 20).
Naomi had cause for her request. In the
10 years in Moab (v. 4), her husband,
Elimelech, whose name means “ God is
his king,” and her two sons have died.
Her world has collapsed. Her grief is
great (vv. 13, 20-21). It can only testify of
a great character that neither her daugh
ter-in-law nor anyone else remembers
Naomi as “ Mara.”

Ruth 1:1-8, 16-22

this Naomi? And she said unto
them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara:
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly
with me” (l:19c-20).

T e x t : “ Is

Next Sunday is Mother’s
Day. Today let us have Mother-in-law
Day! Too often we hear cheap jokes about
the mother-in-law. The Book of Ruth is
a beautiful m other-daughter-in-law
story.
In t r o d u c t io n :

24
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II. T h e R e m e m b e r e d N a m e — N a o m i

N aom i means “ my pleasantness.”
Ruth saw in her mother-in-law, not a
bitter old woman, but a pleasant woman
going through a bitter trial. We see the
concern Naomi had for her daughters-inlaw (1:6-18). Ruth had seen in Naomi a
spiritual character not found in the
mothers in Moab. For one to remember
their mother-in-law as “ my pleasant
ness” in the bitterness of life is a great
heritage.
IE . T he

E ternal

N am e— “ T he

L ord

G o d o f I s r a e l ” (2 :1 2 )

Boaz reminds Ruth of the Name
wherein is her trust. Neither Ruth nor
Naomi could see the leading of the Lord
in their bitter days. Yet through the
deaths of their loved ones, the Lord freed
them to return to “ his people” (1:16).
Through their poverty the Lord brought
them to one of great wealth (2:1).
Through the bitterness of barrenness the
Lord was reserving Ruth to enter the
genealogy of David and Jesus.
It is not difficult to see the spiritual
truths:
A. It is through the death and leaving
of loved ones in Moab that we come to
dwell with God’s people.
B. It is from our poverty that we join
ourselves to His riches.
C. It is from the barrenness of our
lives that we become bride to the Master,
and in time bring others into the family
of God.
C o n c l u s i o n : A s we behold Naomi today,
let our testimony be that of Arnold
Walter who wrote: “ I would be true, for
there are those who trust me . . . ”

May 8
RUTH
S c r ip tu r e :

Ruth

1 :2 2 — 2 :1 2

“ The Lord recompense thy work,
and a full reward be given thee of the
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings
thou art come to trust” (2:12).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : It takes only about 10
minutes to read this beautiful love story
of Ruth. It is a fitting Mother’s Day

T ext:
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story. A widowed mother, whose two
married sons have also died, now returns
from Moab to her old hometown of
Bethlehem. One of the daughters-in-law,
Orpah, remains in Moab. Ruth returns
with Naomi to Bethlehem. In the one for
whom the book is named we see:
I. H o n o r T hy M oth er

“ Boaz . . . said unto her, It hath
fully been shewed me, all that thou hast
done unto thy mother-in-law” (2:11).
Ruth has gone the second mile. With the
death of her husband she could have felt
full release of attachment to Naomi, but
Ruth continues to give honor, love,
respect to her mother-in-law. One of life’s
saddest pictures is to see aged mothers
forsaken and forgotten by their children.
II.

M o th e r s, B e H onorable

“ Thou art a virtuous woman” (3:11).
Proverbs 31:10ff. is a word picture of a
virtuous woman, and I can almost see the
face of Ruth as I read those lines. King
Lemuel, who wrote Proverbs 31, is only
telling what his mother had taught him
(v. 1). This is the key to a virtuous
woman: “ a woman that feareth the Lord,
she shall be praised” (31:30).
III. M o t h e r ’ s G r e a t e s t H o n o r
“ She bare a son” (4:13). The bridal
blessing given (4:11-12) was that the
blessing of her life might continue to
bless others through her children. J.
Sterling Morton, secretary of agriculture
under President Cleveland, took his four
children to the fresh-cut gravestone of his
wife and their mother in Nebraska City,
Neb., and told them if they should ever
do anything to disgrace their mother’s
name, their own name would be removed
from the marker which read:
Caroline
Wife of J. Sterling Morton
Died at Arbor Lodge
June 29, 1881, aged 4 7 years.
She was the mother of
Joy, Paul, Mark, and Carol Morton.
All the names remain.
C o n c l u s i o n : Because Ruth came to trust
in the Lord, she received a “ full reward”
as our text today stated. Orpah could
have had the blessings and inheritance of
God’s people had she chosen to come to
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Bethlehem. “ Destiny’s doors turn on very
small hinges.” A choice to go with God’s
people will change destiny.

M ay 15
ESTHER
S c r ip t u r e :

Esther

T ext: “ The

1 :1 0 -1 2 ; 2 :5 -7

m a i d w a s fa ir a n d b e a u t i 

Some of you women today
are not Christians. I wish you were.
Nevertheless, as a woman bring out the
best in yourselves. Be the best you can,
and bring out the best in your man.

C o n c l u s io n :

f u l ” ( 2 :7 ) .

Today we want to see a
beautiful woman. Beauty that is more
than skin-deep. We will need to have our
Bibles open to Esther through this
message to truly see the beauty of
women.

In t r o d u c t io n :

I. As a woman

Daily Homily, makes an interesting com
ment on this verse. His view is that it is
not the king pledging himself to the
queen as much as he sees his better
self in his queen. In her unselfishness and
purity he feels the awakening to a nobler
life. Many a historian feels Abraham
Lincoln would not have reached his great
stature had it not been for his “ queen.”
Women, so live that your lives will
make the king of your palace want to be
better because of you.

B r in g O u t t h e B e s t in
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ESTHER

Y ou rself

“ Vashti refused to come” ( 1 :1 2 ) . Com
mentators deal kindly with Vashti. A
woman who chose to be a lady, not
because she feared God, but because she
respected herself. King Ahasuerus’ desire
was like unto King Herod’s when the
daughter of Herodias danced before him
(Matt. 1 4 :6 ) . Women, whether you fear
God or not, refuse to parade your bodies
before the lustful looks of men. Modesty
is still the best policy.
II.

A s a w o m a n B e t h e B e s t Y o u C an

Our story now leaves Vashti and con
tinues with Esther. Esther was reared as
an adopted daughter by her uncle,
Mordecai ( 2 : 7 ) . Even after Esther was
the queen, she still obeyed her unclefather ( 2 :2 0 ) . Because Esther chose to be
the best she could, Mordecai was ready
to obey Esther ( 4 :1 7 ) . While Esther had
confidence in herself, she also had con
fidence in the advice of others. Before
she first went before the king, she trusted
not her own wisdom but that of the king’s
chamberlain, Hegai ( 2 :1 5 ) . In the crisis of
Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews, she
listens to her uncle-father. Constantly
she sought to be the best she could.
III.
in

As a w om an
Y o u r M an

B r in g O u t t h e B e s t

“ What is thy petition, queen Esther?”
(7:2). F. B. Meyer, in his book Our
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“ Who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?” (4:146).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : A s an artist has a focal
point in a picture, we find the focal
point of the Book of Esther in this verse.
In Esther we see a woman who was true to
herself, true to her nation, and true to
her God. The matter of difficulty and
danger did not deter her from her duty.
To this day, the Jewish people honor
Esther in an annual celebration.
T ext:

(4:14)
In the crisis of life, even before we
seek a solution, we say to ourselves,
“ Who knoweth?” Joseph saw intended
evil turned into good. Job saw triumph
after tragedy. As a teenager I watched the
Administration Building of old Olivet
Nazarene College bum to the ground.
That dark November night no one knew a
greater Olivet would come forth in Kan
kakee, 111. In the crisis hour it is easier to
quote Rom. 8:28 than to believe it. Yet—
“ Who knoweth?”

I. W ho K n o w e th ?

II. If T h o u . . .
“ If thou altogether holdest thy peace
at this time” (4:14). Esther no doubt
felt as we would: I must hold my peace.
I must wait for a more opportune time.
Surely there is someone else that can
The Preacher’s Magazine

better meet this crisis than I. We are
notorious buck-passers. Yet Esther knew
she must be involved. I often tell my
people that to have a rev-I-val, I must be
in the middle of it. Esther saw the place
she must fill and, with the strength
gained by fasting and friends, sought to
fill it.
ni. Now . . .
“ For such a time as this?” (4:14). I
remember hearing Dr. H. C. Benner tell
of listening to a concert in the Music
Hall in Kansas City. He said he noticed
one man sitting by the largest pair of
cymbals he had ever seen. The man just
sat there, the orchestra went on playing.
Finally he reached for those cymbals, and
then at just the right moment brought
them together with a resounding crash
and held them high as they reverberated
over the orchestra. Dr. Benner went on to
say: “ If that fellow had missed, he would
have missed it!” Then, looking at those
before him, he said, “ Men, there are
times in the work of the church, if we
miss it, we miss it!”
C o n c l u s i o n : Not only in the great crisis
of life, but in the daily needs, we face it:
Who knoweth, if thou, now, are needed?
It was only a little girl that gave hope
to Naaman that there was help for his
leprosy. It was only a little lad that
gave the Master the loaves and fishes.
May the Lord make us aware of the
place of service we fill NOW.

May 29
T H E B R ID E O F C H R IS T
S c r ip t u r e :

Eph. 5:22, 25, 32-33; Rev.

19:7-9
“ I am my beloved’s, and his desire
is toward me” (Song of Sol. 7:10).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : The Song of Solomon for
Pentecost Sunday? What a strange set
ting! Yet in this love story we see how
spiritual love is deepened into a life of
holiness. It is against the background of
our scripture reading from Ephesians
and Revelation that we see the noble
story of love and life with Christ. We
shall deal with three key verses.
T ext:
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I. “ M y B e l o v e d Is M i n e , a n d I Am H i s ”
(2:16)
This is the thrill of the bride with the
bridegroom. It is as a bride at the
wedding reception jokingly saying:
“ Well, I got him; he’s mine now!” It is
also the thrill of one finding Christ.
Many of our testimonial hymns speak of
the joy of Christ coming into our lives.
All the love, joy, kindness, strength there
is in Jesus, I now enjoy for He is mine.
II. “ I Am My B e l o v e d ’ s , a n d My B e 
l o v e d Is M in e ” (6:3)
Note the deepening of love. From “ He
is mine” as the leading thought to “ I am
his. ” A lasting love must pass from
he/she is mine to meet my needs and one
I can use, to I am his/hers that I might
fulfill his/her life. This is the deeper love
also of sanctification. It is the yielding
of the bride to the love of her lover as
Eph. 5:22ff. pictures. . It is the deeper
love of “ I am Thine, 0 Lord” or “ My
life, my love, I give to Thee.” It is a
sanctifying love entered into through
consecration of self to your Lover, Jesus
Christ.
III. “ I Am M y B e l o v e d ’ s , a n d H is D e s ir e
Is T o w a r d M e ” (7:10)
Our text verse testifies of the most
satisfying love. It is that life of peaceful
living where the bride knows her hus
band’s desire is toward her. He would
do nothing willingly to hurt her. Her
life, too, is yielded in love, seeking only
the best for him. This is, likewise, the
joy of daily living in holiness of life and
heart. I know Jesus the Bridegroom’s
desire is toward me. My happiness is ever
in His mind. I too am His. Never would I
intentionally do anything to hurt Him or
His work.
C o n c l u s i o n : If in your love life with
Christ you have stayed with “ My Beloved
is mine” and think of Him as the One
from whom you go just to receive, move
on to that deeper work of love. Enjoy
that life of consecration and holiness,
knowing “ I am my beloved’s, and his
desire is toward me.”
*

*

*

A true friend doesn’t sympathize with
your weakness; he helps summon your
courage.
27

Greek distinguished between oikos and
oikia. . . . Oikos had then a broader
range than oikia, being the whole of a
deceased person’s possessions . . . where
as oikia is simply his residence” (TDNT,
5:131). But in the NT the two are used
interchangeably.
In verse 2, however, we have oiketerion
(only here and Jude 6). It comes from
oiketer, “ an inhabitant,” and so means
“ h a b ita tion .” T oday we would say
“ dwelling” (NASB, NIV).

2 Corinthians 5
“ Tabernacle” or “ Tent” (5:1, 4)
The feminine noun skene (skaynay)
occurs 20 times in the NT and is trans
lated “ tabernacle” all but once (“ habita
tion,” Luke 16:9) in the KJV. It often
refers to the Tabernacle in the wilder
ness. But here (alone) we have skenos
(neuter).
Today “ tabernacle” suggests a large,
plain building, seating big crowds. So
“ tent” is a better translation in this
place. Paul thinks of the human body as
a tent pitched here in this world. It is
only our temporary home. In heaven our
glorified bodies will be our eternal
“ house.”
“ Dissolved” or“ Destroyed” ? (5:1)
The verb katalyo means “ destroy, cast
down” (A-S, p. 236). “ Dissolved” carries
a somewhat different connotation today.
The best translation is “ torn down”
(NASB)1 or “ destroyed” (NIV).2
“ House” or “ Dwelling” ? (5:2)
The most common word for “ house” in
the NT is oikos (114 times). Oikia (95
times) is the term used twice in the
first verse here. Abbott-Smith distin
guishes these two words thus: oikos,
which in Attic law denoted the whole
estate; oikia, the dwelling only. In clas
sical poets oikos has also the latter sense,
but not in prose, except in metaphorical
usage, where it signifies both property
and household. The foregoing distinction
is not, however, consistently maintained
in late Greek (p. 312).
Michel agrees. He says: “ Originally
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“ Mortality” or “ What Is Mortal” ?
(5:4)
The Greek is to thneton. An adjective,
thnetos means “ mortal” (see 4:11), that
is, “ subject to death.” With the definite
article to (neuter) it means “ what is
mortal” (RSV, NASB, NIV), not the
abstract idea of “ mortality.”
“ Earnest” or “ Deposit” ? (5:5)
For this term see the comments on
Eph. 1:14.
“ At Home . . . Absent” (5:6, 8-9)
There is an interesting play on words
in the Greek: endemountes . . . ekdemoumen. The first verb means “ to be at
home.” They both occur only here
(three times each).
“ Terror” or “ Fear” ? (5:11)
Out of its 47 occurrences in the NT,
the noun phobos is translated (in KJV) as
“ fear” 41 times. Only 3 times is it
rendered “ terror” (Rom. 13:3; 2 Cor.
5:11; 1 Pet. 3:14). which is obviously too
strong a translation.
“ Constraineth” or “ Compels” ? (5:14)
The verb is synecho, literally “ hold
together,” which occurs only twice in
Paul’s Epistles (here and Phil. 1:23).
Koester says that in these two passages
it means “ to be claimed, totally con
trolled.” Commenting on verses 14-15, he
says: “ It is the love of Christ which ‘com
pletely dominates’ Paul . . . so that on the
basis of Christ’s death the only natural
decision for him, as for all other believers,
is no longer to live for self but to live
for Christ” (TDNT, 7:883).
In the David Livingstone Memorial in
Blantyre, Scotland (just outside Glas
gow), one can see on the wall of the last
The Preacher’s Magazine

room a cross. To the left are the words:
“ The love of Christ constraineth us. St.
Paul.” To the right: “ The love of Christ
compels me. David Livingstone.” The
NIV has “ compels” here (v. 14).
Is the genitive “ of love” subjective,
objective, or possessive? Since we cannot
be sure which, we can use all three for a
sermon outline: (1) Christ’s love for me
compels me to crucial commitment. (2)
My love for Christ compels me to com
plete consecration. (3) Christ’s love in me
compels me to compassionate service.
“ After the Flesh” (5:16)
The phrase (twice here) is kata sarka—
literally, “ according to external distinc
tions,” “ By what he is in the flesh”
(p. 176).
What did Paul mean when he said that
he knew Christ kata sarka? Plummer
writes: “ Almost certainly he is alluding
to some time previous to his conversion.
. . . At that time he knew Christ as an
heretical and turbulent teacher, who was
justly condemned by the Sanhedrin, and
crucified by the Romans” (p. 177).
“ Know Him” or “ Know Him So” ?
(5:16)
The KJV says, “ Yet now henceforth
know we him no more.” Taken in its
absolute sense, that statement, of course,
is not true.
The Greek simply says, “ But now no
longer we know” (alia nun ouketi ginoskomen). The KJV added “ him” in
italics, to try to make sense, but made it
worse. It seems that we have to add
“ thus” (NASB) or “ so” (NIV) to make
sense in English.
“ Creature” or “ Creation” ? (5:17)
Which is better here? That is a hard
decision to make, as shown by the fact
that the NASB (as KJV) has “ creature,”
whereas the NIV has “ creation.”
The noun ktisis first meant “ the act of
creating.” Then it came to mean “ what
has been created.” Arndt and Gingrich
write: “ The Christian is described by
Paul as kaine ktisis a new creature 2
Cor 5:17, and the state of being in the
new faith by the same words as a new
creation Gal. 6:15” (p. 457). Some prefer
to translate this second clause of the
May, 1977

verse: “ there is a new creation” (NASB
margin).
“ Passed Away . . . Becom e” (5:17)
The KJV reads: “ Old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new.” This is a typical example of failure
to represent the difference in tenses. “ Are
passed away” is the aorist tense (parelthen), which indicates a crisis experience.
“ Are become new” is the perfect tense
(gegonen), indicating a continuing state.
“ The old things passed away; behold,
new things have come” (NASB).
“ Reconciliation” (5:18-20)
The two greatest passages on recon
ciliation in the NT are this one and
Rom. 5:10-11 (see comments there). The
noun katallage occurs twice here (vv. 1819) and twice in Romans (5:11; 11:15),
and nowhere else in the NT. The verb
katallasso is found three times here (vv.
18-20) and once in Rom. 5:10. In the only
other place where it occurs in the NT (1
Cor. 7:11), it is used of an estranged
wife being reconciled to her husband.
Buechsel says of Paul’s ministry of
reconciliation (katallage): “ It brings be
fore men the action by which God takes
them up again into fellowship with Him
s e lf’ (TDNT, 1:258). Of the verb he
writes: "Katallassein denotes a trans
formation or renewal of the state between
God and man, and therewith of men’s
own state. . . . By reconciliation our
sinful self-seeking is overcome and the
fellowship with God is created in which it
is replaced by living for Christ” (TDNT,
1:255).
1. From the N ew A m erican Standard Bible, co p y 
right © T h e Lockm an Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
2. From The N ew International Version, copyright
© 1973 by New York B ible Society International.
U sed by permission.

A man never sees all that his mother
has been to him till it’s too late to let her
know that he sees it.
— W. D. Howells
A nation cannot rise above its woman
hood.
—Bishop H. Wells
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The time is so much shorter now;
I’ve watched the days go by.
Lord, let me do some special thing
For You before I die.

The Way to Pentecost
Acts 10
Samuel Chadwick, in his
book The Way to Pentecost, has penned
these words: “ The Holy Scriptures de
clare Him to be the revealer of all truth,
the active agent in all works of redemp
tion, and from first to last the instrument
of Grace in the experience of salvation.
In Him, and through Him, and by Him,
is the power that saves. . . The Church
is the body of Christ, indwelt and con
trolled by the Spirit. He directs, ener
gizes, and controls. From first to last this
dispensation is the Dispensation of the
Spirit.”
It is on this note that we need to
examine the events that led to the
Gentile Pentecost, and what we as Gen
tiles must do in order to receive the
Holy Spirit. We must individually find
our way to Pentecost.
I. The Holy Spirit will come only to
those that love the Lord (v. 2).
II. The Holy Spirit will come only to
those who are open to Him (v. 7).
HI. The Holy Spirit will come only to
those who are prepared (vv. 9, 33).
IV. The Holy Spirit will come only to
those who obey (w . 7, 23).
V. The Holy Spirit WILL COME (v.
44).
D e r l G. K e e f e r
S c r ip t u r e :

In t r o d u c t io n :

BULLETIN

Q

BARREL

I’d like to go to distant lands,
But that could never be.
I feel so insufficient, Lord,
After what You’ve done for me.
What’s that You say—You’re proud of
me
As much as any other?
You say my task was just as great
To be a Christian mother?
To sow the seed entrusted me,
To plant and help it grow;
Yes, Lord, I see my special thing
And thrill to serve You so.
Edie Hilsercop
*

*

*

Mother (to son wandering around the
room):
“ What are you looking for?”
Son: “Nothing. ”
Mother: “ You'll find it in the box where
the candy was. ”
A little boy, when asked where his
home was, replied, “ Where mother is. ”

Just like Mother
He criticized her pudding;
He didn’t like her cake;
He wished she’d make the biscuits
His mother used to make.
She didn’t wash the dishes,
And she didn’ t make a stew;
And she didn’t darn his socks
Like his mother used to do.
And when one day he went
The same “ old ritual” through,
She turned and boxed his ears—
Just like his mother used to do.
Selected

For Mothers

When a person feels that his thinking
is getting broader, it is more likely that
his conscience is stretching.

What would You have me do, O Lord?
Where would You have me go?
My soul is at Your beck and call;
I love to serve You so.

Progress nowadays seems to be the
art of making bigger and better circles
to run around in.
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A ll b o o k s re v ie w e d m a y b e o rd e re d fro m
y o u r P u b lis h in g H o u s e

Preaching for Today

By Clyde E. Fant (Harper and Row, 1975.
196 pp., cloth, $8.95.)
Dr. Fant is currently pastor of a large
Baptist church in Texas. Formerly, he
was professor of preaching at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary.
He introduces in this book the concept of
“ incamational preaching,” and the result
is a fresh, new way to communicate the
gospel. The book does not propose to pre
sent a long list of rules on preparation
and delivery of sermons such as many
other books on preaching have done so
well. The disadvantage of following such
rules sometimes is the result of artificial
ity in delivery of sermons. The emphasis
is upon sermons which are designed to be
spoken, not read.
Incarnational preaching, of course, is
new only in terminology. Others have em
phasized the divine-human aspect of
preaching. Preaching is divine truth com
municated from God to men through
human personality. It is, of course, much
more than a performance. It is an event
taking place. There is, to be sure, some
thing about true preaching which is
analogous to the incarnation of God in
human flesh. Fant has presented this in
fresh, new ways. The author clearly de
fines what he terms to be homiletical
heresies, which stand either to the right
or left of true preaching. To the right, the
preoccupation with the historic and
divine; to the left, the preoccupation with
the contemporary and the human.
May, 1977

The reader will enjoy such sections as
that on “ upper and lower garble.” Upper
garble is impressiveness; never use a
short word when a long one would be
more impressive. Lower garble is vague
ness. It speaks to no one in particular
about nothing in particular. It lacks
vividness because it is never involved. It
is always third person and therefore im
personal.
The ministerial student will find this a
real handbook for his world of preaching.
Preachers who enjoy preaching and wish
to do better will also find this book prof
itable reading.
JM
Strait Lines: Probing Thoughts
on M ajor Themes
By C. Neil Strait (Beacon Hill Press of
Kansas City, paper, 54 pp., $1.25.)
The author of the regular column “ The
Starting Point” in the Preacher’s Maga
zine, and “ Strait Lines” in Quote Digest,
shares the cream of his incisive observa
tions which have appeared over the years.
They are grouped in 52 subjects arranged
in alphabetical order. Here are some
samplings of his quotations:
“ The truly educated man is one whose
heart has been trained along with his
mind.”
“ Faith looks up and strides forward;
fear looks down and stumbles.”
“ A man is not better off until he is
better within.”
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“ Marriage works best where trust is
honored, where views are shared, where
companionship is treasured, and where
love is given a chance to flow freely.”
“ Sorrow is not something you and I can
control. It is only something we can re
spond to with bigness or react to with
bitterness.”
JM

Preachers’
WANTED: Following books by Paul S.
Rees: The Face of Our Lord; The Radiant
Cross; Fire or Fire; Things Unshakable;

Movies and the Conscientious Christian;
Skyways of the Soul; Heart Throbs from
a City Pulpit. Also copies of the Preach
er’s Magazine, 1960-73. Glenn D. Black,
1810 Young St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45210
WANTED: Wesleyan Arminian holiness
books. Especially: Holiness in the Book of
Romans, A. M. Hills; Foundations of
Doctrine, Jessop; Christian Perfection
Not Sinless Perfection, Rose; Holiness
Essays and Experiences, Inskip; The
Burning Question of Final Perseverance,
Jessop; Checks to Antinom ianism ,
Fletcher; Perfect Love, Purity and Ma
turity, Wood; Christian Purity, Foster.
State prices and condition. William
Thompson, 9 York Dr., Shore Rd.,
Belfast 15, Northern Ireland
WANTED: Old Preacher’s Magazines
from beginning issues up to 1950. Ken
neth Maze, 306 E. Ninth St., Belle,
W.Va. 25015.

• M in is try o f C o m fo rt
S o m e p r e a c h e r s c o m fo r t th e a fflic te d
a n d a fflic t th e c o m fo r ta b le , n o t n e c e s 
s a rily in th a t o r d e r .

IMP

• P re a c h in g , A n A ffa ir o f M e re W o rd s
A re fre s h in g d e fe n s e o f th e h ig h o ffic e
o f p r e a c h in g , w h e n its d e tr a c to r s s a y it
d o e s n o t a c c o m p lis h a n y re a l p u rp o s e .
V.

• M a k e E very D o lla r C o u n t

"M i

S te w a r d s h ip o f th e L o r d ’s m o n e y in 
c lu d e s a v o id in g w a s te s d u e to o u r
ig n o ra n c e .

■ jB
*.
■

• A P a ra b le
T h e m e n re a d “T h e P r e a c h e r ’s W if e ”
as a v id ly as d o th e ir w iv e s . T h is is o n e
th e y w ill n o t w a n t to m is s .
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AM O N G OURSELVES

Sometimes bad things are so obnoxious they defeat
themselves and fade away. There are some faint signs in the
wind that the current pornography craze may have run its
course and left its devotees bored and uninterested. But the
people of God are not here to put on their armor and wait for
bad things to go away. They should let their voices be heard
and their power be felt by those who would corrupt our morals
and destroy our institutions. Thank you, Professor Kaufmann
(and thanks to Light and Life for permission to reprint). Page
23 should have our prayerful attention. Then what? I guess
that is up to us, isn’t it?
Yours for souls,

Were ready!
Are You?

Get ready NOW!
1977 VBS INTRODUCTORY
PACKET
Gives the VBS director
and supervisors a
quick, comprehensive
sampling of all
materials
V -4 7 7

NONRETURNABLE

A $13.75 value
for O N L Y $ 5 . 9 5
Limited one to a church
. . . Theme Filmstrip and Record . . . Superintendents'
Notes . . . Teachers’ Manuals . . . Pupils’ Books

Provides adequate information for planning a VBS for your church
...

Theme Mold . . . Promotional Aids . . . Music Supplement

Includes a planbook and handy order form
Other lesson-correlated visual aids and activities important to your early planning
sessions
$2.50
V-1177 Nursery Teaching Packet
$2.50
V-2277 Kindergarten Teaching Packet
$3.50
V-3377 Primary Teaching Packet
$3.50
V-6677 Middler Teaching Packet
$3.50
V-4477 Junior Teaching Packet
$3.50
V-5577 Teen Teaching Packet
$1.50
VBS- Why, What, How? (Worker’s Handbook)

________________________
NOTE: All supplies should be ordered TWO MONTHS in advance of your VBS
Order A T O N C E and avoid last-minute delivery frustrations!

Available from your PUBLISHING HOUSE

