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/lyumtfAe -y E D I T O R

Whatever Happened
to Oiurch Music?

USIC iS the art of the prophets, the only art that can calm the
M agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and de-
lightful presents God has given us.”

So wrote Martin Luther more than four centuries ago, and so it
was that church music had about as much to do with the Reformation
as the books, the debates, and the sermons.

And so it is that we should concern ourselves today with what is
happening to church music. There is no denying its impact upon the
Reformation, and upon the Wesleyan movement, and upon the nine-
teenth-century revival that swept across America, and upon the growth
of the church everywhere.

In the past few years, church music has undergone some changes.
Some for the better, no doubt. Upgrading and updating can bring
fresh life and meaning, and new ways of communicating can be better
than some of the old ways.

But new is not necessarily better. A searching examination of the
changes in church music may help to show us where the “old” is better,
when the “new” gets off the theological track.

For starters, consider the excessive amplification the new genera-
tion of church musicians seems to consider so necessary. The display
of sophisticated electronics equipment spread across the church plat-
form would remind one of the wires and buttons and lights of a space
capsule in orbit. We would not be surprised to hear the call, “Houston
control, we have a problem!” But instead, one of the singers in the
group turns knobs and pushes buttons (without missing a note) until,
after some frightening squeals, everything is “go.” Well, almost every-
thing. One microphone never did develop volume. But then, five out of
six is not a bad “average”!

Seriously, there is nothing wrong with using whatever new devices
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are available. An excellent sound system, properly operated, can en-
hance the blend of voices and the harmony of sound. But church music
can do without extremely high decibel levels emanating from some of
these electronic marvels. Those who are unfortunate enough to be
seated too near one of the speakers will testify to this.

And then consider the contrived choreography associated with
some of today’s modern church music. The singers and musicians seem
to be automated to smile here, step forward here, clap hands now,
and move around in a pattern that is obviously programmed.

This is not at all the same spirit so apparent in the holiness move-
ment when sometimes a hand was raised toward heaven, sometimes a
tear rolled down a cheek, or at other times the music was interrupted
by spontaneous expressions of holy joy.

Those who have been around long enough to have experienced
both types of expression would see no similarity between the spon-
taneous and the programmed. The latter is not even a poor substitute.
It is no substitute at all.

Most seriously, consider the lack of substance in some of today’s
church music. Church music traditionally has taught worshippers
theology as they sang, and has taught it well.

One cannot remain theologically illiterate while singing “A Mighty
Fortress Is Our God,” or “Arise, My Soul, Arise,” or “The Comforter
Has Come,” or “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” to name a few
songs with substance.

This is lacking in some of the modern musical productions. Songs
that speak about “these wonderful people,” “good to be loved,” “feeling
better than | used to feel,” and “why don’t you come go with us?” have
very little theology in them by any stretch of the imagination.

Words and music alike, in some cases, seem to have been composed
as they went along, on the spur of the moment. An aimless stroll along
a musical lane. If our sermons gave the same impression, we would
hear from our pulpit committees and official boards!

Which reminds us there is hope. Preaching also went through its
changes. There was a time when preachers wanted to major on “topical”
sermons on various themes with precious little theology. But this has
changed. We are, | believe, seeing more and more strong biblical preach-
ing. So may it be.

Now there comes a time for leadership. Pray for our young people.
They need our prayers, bur understanding, and our love. They find
fascination in some of the tunes and ditties that have become available
to them. They like to sing them. And this is good. Let's keep them
singing.

But the right kind of leadership can show them how exciting and
fresh the grand old hymns can also be when sung in the Spirit and in
understanding. We owe this to them. They will thank us in the years
to come if we do not fail them now.

As you read this, you may be thinking, He sounds today like a
fuddy-duddy.

As | read it again, | think I must agree.

A fuddy-duddy with sore eardrums.

The Preacher's Magazine



The monotonous note of destruction is its

own anesthesia. It needs to be relieved

with the joyous note of comfort and hope

Minister as Prophet

By Robert D. Branson*

he prophet is the most popular

Old Testament model for to-
day’s minister, and the prophet
who is most idealized is Elijah. His
independence of action, his courage
in opposing the king, his devotion to
God, his personal manifestations of
the power of the Spirit, even his
touch of humanness in discourage-
ment, all blend into a composite
picture of a courageous individual
ready to speak the Word of God.
In the comforts of our studies these
characteristics fire our imaginations.
We, too, like Elisha, want to be his
successor. However, in what specific
ways does the minister wear the
mantle of the prophet?

First, the qualification of a prophet
was the call of God. His office was
not hereditary, although there were
“schools” of prophets (2 Kings 2:3)
and disciples of the “ master” proph-
ets (Isa. 8:16). A man from any walk
of life, whether sheepherder (Amos)
or priest (Ezekiel), might be called
of God to be a prophet. This demo-
cratic principle has always been the
major qualification for the office of
the ministry in our church. The call
might come in any number of ways—
as in a vision, as to Ezekiel and
Isaiah; or in the quiet consciousness
of God speaking to one, as to Jere-
miah. Yet the theological legitima-

‘ Professor,
Mass.

Eastern Nazarene College, Quincy,
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tion for our ministry has always
been its sense of divine call. God
has raised us up to do His work.

The church does ask that the call
of God be evidenced by grace, gifts,
and usefulness. By this it is meant
that one’s claim to be called is not
sufficient. God will ratify that call
to the community of faith by work-
ing through the individual to in-
crease or sustain the community.
Without that objective evidence the
church has no basis of judging the
validity of one’s claim to be called.
There are, however, no artificial
barriers created by the church to
prevent one from serving God. For
example, women have always been
ordained in our church. Whatever
stipulations are required, such as
educational preparation, represent
the church’s concern that one be
able to discharge his obligations to
God and his people to the best of
his abilities. However, the call is
essential, for no other qualities or
qualifications are adequate to qualify
a person for the ministry of the
Church of Jesus Christ.

The second characteristic of the
prophet was his message. The proph-
et was called to something, to pro-
claim the message of God. The
preaching of the prophets in the
Old Testament is mostly the pro-
nouncement of judgment, the dec-
laration of destruction. Amos has
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almost no word of hope. In our day
of popularism, when everyone wants
to be liked by everyone else, the
message of judgment has fallen out
of favor. People want to hear pleasant
things, a message that makes them
feel good. However, a prophet’s task
is to confront men and women with
the claims of God. The task need
not be done in an abrasive manner,
but men and women still need to be
confronted with the realities of sin
and judgment.

Yet in the proclamation of doom,
the prophets also brought a message
of hope. Isaiah could shift from doom
to oracles of Messianic promise.
Micah alternated his messages of
judgment and hope. The monotonous
note of destruction is its own anes-
thesia. It needs to be relieved with
the joyous note of comfort, hope, and
salvation. Every message should be
flicked with stardust to lift one into
the realm of hope.

Finally, the prophet was an inter-
cessor. This is not a task we gen-
erally associate with the prophet,
yet it was one of his most vital func-
tions. When Amos saw the destruc-
tion awaiting Israel (7:1-6), he
interceded and saved his nation. Ha-
bakkuk’'s oracles are the prayers he
had with God. The act of intercession

identifies the minister with his peo-
ple. He is one of them, representing
them to God. This is one of the finest
privileges of a minister, to lay before
God the sins of his people that God
might grant them the grace of re-
pentance. When one has pled with
God for mercy, he is better prepared
to speak the words of judgment. Then
he knows the brokenhearted cry of
Hosea, the compassion of our Lord
himself. His sermons come to life
as expressions of love so that even
the harshest words cannot anger.
They cut to the quick, for they are
spoken in love.

The minister is called by God to
be both His messenger and the peo-
ple’s intercessor. In a significant way
he takes up the ministry of Jesus
and extends it to his own people.
This is in part what Paul meant when
he wrote: “Now | rejoice in my
sufferings for your sake, and in my
flesh 1 complete what is lacking in
Christ's afflictions for the sake of
his body, that is, the church, of
which I became a minister according
to the divine office which was given
to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known” (Col. 1:24-25,
RSV).*

*From the Revised Standard Version of the Bible,
copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

On Simplicity

I will say exactly what | mean.

I will not color my language for effect.
I will say nothing to make anybody believe | am wiser or better than

I know myself to be.

I will not let my silence convey a false impression of myself or my

convictions.

I will avoid phrases with double and dubious meaning.
I will make my behavior a Bible to all who know me.
I will claim no grace | do not possess, but seek all the grace available

in Christ.

—Albert E. Day

The Preacher’s Magazine



Apsychologist looks at the Christian
faith, and likes what he sees

The Christian Faith

By Vernon T. Groves*

he Christian faith may be
T thought of as a system of be-
liefs or a philosophy of life subscribed
to by those who call themselves
Christians. It may also be thought
of as the set of attitudes and beliefs
and the personal experience, com-
mitment, and relationship with God
of an individual Christian. The ap-
proach in this article will be along
more personal, individual lines. For
Christian faith is a very personal
thing. It centers in and depends
upon a Person—the Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, who is the “author
and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2).
Faith is a gift of God, but it is born,
grows, and develops through human
compliance with divine-human co-
operation.
The Christian faith includes four
main types of components:
1. Cognitive or intellectual com-
ponents
2. Affective, feeling, or emotional
components
3. Action components
4. Social components
These components overlap, interact,
and interrelate in various ways so
that it is difficult or impossible to
separate them from one another, or
to discuss one without involving one
ir more of the others.
Cognitive factors in Christian faith
include knowledge, understandings,
and beliefs. These are based on the

=Professor, Olivet Nazarene College.
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Word of God. This is true of the
system of beliefs and doctrines held
by Christian people as a group, and
certainly true of the inner personal
faith of the individual Christian.
In the words of the Scriptures “faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
Bishop John H. Vincent has said:

The processes of divine grace in the
life of man are performed through the
truth of God as contained in the written
word of God.

It is the word of God that “quickens”
the soul (Ps. 119:50). It is the “entrance”
of the word of God that giveth “light”
(Ps. 119:130). The word is the “sword of
the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17) which Christ
used with the adversary in the wilderness
(Matt. 4:1, 7, 10). It is the “law of the
Lord” that is “perfect, converting the
soul” (Ps. 19:7). It is the “word of God
which effectually worketh also in you
that believe” (1 Thess. 2:13). It is the
word of God which is able to build up
believers, and to give them “an inheri-
tance among them which are sanctified”
(Acts 20:32). Through the “exceeding
great and precious promises” of the word,
“believers are made partakers of the
divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). Spiritual
enlargement comes from running in the
way of God’s commandments (Ps. 119:
32).1

The basic character of the Word
of God in Christian faith is implied
in the exhortation: “ And these words,

1. John H. Vincent, “The Sunday School Teach-
er's Use of the Bible,” Bible Readers’ Aides (Cleve-
land, Ohio: William Collins and World Publishing
Co., Inc.) Used with permission.



which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto the
children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up” (Deut. 6:6-7). Jesus him-
self said, “Search the scriptures”
(John 5:39).

Bishop Vincent has also pointed
out the exhortations of Christ to
“take heed what ye hear” (Mark
4:24); and “take heed therefore how
ye hear” (Luke 8:18); and also “that
the Bereans were commended as
being ‘more noble than those in Thes-
salonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scripture daily’ (Acts
17:11).”

Belief is essential to the Christian
faith as indicated in the following
scriptures and many others: “He
that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him”
(Heb. 11:66); and “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved” (Acts 16:31). The belief
that brings salvation no doubt goes
deeper than the intellectual, but it
does involve cognition.

The Christian faith involves emo-
tion, for “with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness” (Rom.
10:10). Many attitudes are involved
in the Christian faith, and all atti-
tudes have emotional or feeling com-
ponents as well as intellectual and
sometimes action components. The
preeminent emotion involved in
Christian faith is love. It could hardly
be otherwise when the two great
commandments are to “Love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all the soul, and with all
thy mind,” and “thy neighbour as
thyself’ (Matt. 22:37, 39). Love is
to a degree a test of faith: “We know
that we have passed from death unto
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life, because we love the brethren.
He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death” (1 John 3:14).
The great “love chapter” in the
Bible, 1 Corinthians 13, implies the
importance of this emotion. But
other emotions such as “peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14
17) are involved in Christian faith,
and there is a great deal said in the
Bible about “the fear of the Lord.”

The action aspects of the Christian
faith greatly overlap on the knowl-
edge and belief aspects as shown in
John 7:17 where Jesus says, “If any
man will do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God,
or whether | speak of myself.” Other
scriptures carry a similar message
such as the following:

“Yea, if thou criest after knowl-
edge, and liftest up thy voice for
understanding . . . Then shalt thou
understand righteousness, and judg-
ment, and equity; yea, every good
path” (Prov. 2:3, 9).

“In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths” (Prov.
3:6).

“. . . A good understanding have
all they that do his commandments”
(Ps. 111:10).

“And if thou draw out thy soul
to the hungry, and satisfy the af-
flicted soul; then shall thy light rise
in obscurity, and thy darkness be
as the noonday: and the Lord shall
guide thee continually” (Isa. 58:10-
11a).

“And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God”
(Rom. 12:2).

“The integrity of the upright shall
guide them . . . The righteousness
of the perfect shall direct his way”
(Prov. 11:3a, 5a). “Righteousness
keepeth him that is upright in the
way” (Prov. 13:6a).

The Preacher’s Magazine



It is clear that while one by his
works cannot earn his way into the
kingdom of God, doing what is right
can help one to choose the right way,
and to make reasonably adequate
judgments concerning those things
which are coherent with the Chris-
tian faith. Once in the Way, one can
stay in the Way of life (or faith) by
continuing to do what is right. “If
we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (1 John 1:7).

James the Just has indicated that
“faith, if it hath not works, is dead”
(2:17), and so the action components
of the Christian faith are not to be
taken lightly. These components in-
volve acts within oneself and actions
reaching out to others. They involve
choosing, confessing, committing,
and trusting; and they involve doing
good to all men. Indeed it would
appear that one does not have the
true Christian faith unless he feeds
the hungry, gives drink to the thirsty,
ministers to the stranger, clothes
the naked, and visits those who are
sick and in prison (Matt. 25:31-46).
Also there is the further mandated
action component of carrying the
gospel into all the world (Matt. 28:
19-20).

Social aspects of the Christian
faith overlap on the affective and the
action components, involving love

and service to God and men, and
fellowship with God and one another.
In the words of Paul, “We, being
many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another”
(Rom. 12:5). One cannot hold the
Christian faith in a vacuum, and
Christians need one another.
Each Christian had the faith brought
to him by others, and each Christian
is sustained in the faith in large
degree through the presence, prayers,
and encouragement of others. Even
so, each has the obligation to bring
the faith back to others and to help
them as he has been helped.

Christians may well heed the ex-
hortation of Paul: “Examine your-
selves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves” (2 Cor. 13:
5a). Questions for such an examina-
tion might be drawn from the cogni-
tive, affective, action, and social
domains of Christian faith and ex-
perience. The following might apply:

1. Do my beliefs square with the
Bible, and do | “believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ”?

2. Do | “love the brethren”?

3. Am | walking in the light?

4. Do | have fellowship with the
saints, and do | seek to extend the
faith to others?

Affirmative answers to these ques-
tions should help one to be assured
that he is indeed in the Christian
faith—a faith for the whole man
reaching out to the whole world.

“When | cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back”
(Ps. 56:9). But it must be a real “cry”! It must not be an idle
recitation which sheds no blood. It must be a cry like the cry
of the drowning, a cry which cleaves the air like a bullet. That
is the cry which takes the Kingdom by storm.

When such a cry rends the heavens, “mine enemies turn
back.” A secret and irresistible artillery begins to play upon
them, and their strength fails. Yes, believing prayer calls
these invisible allies into the field.

August, 1977
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When to embrace and when to refrain from
embracing—this is the question for today’s Christian

A Time to Refrain from Embracing

By Timothy L. Thomas*

he Book of the Preacher IS Nnot

the most easy book to under-
stand. There are passages that seem
difficult to ally with our Christian
faith. The Book of the Preacher
seems to read like a diary of a man
who is overwhelmed by the vicissi-
tudes of life. He seems to vacillate
from faith on the one hand to pes-
simism on the other.

His emotional responses to the
problems and complexities of life
seem to find him harping on concepts
such as despair, futility, fatalism,
dejection, depression, melancholia,
sadness, discontent.

The third chapter, however, seems
to be an attempt to relate the facts
of life to the tenets of faith in God.
The Preacher seems to move a little
from the “All is vanity” of chapter
1 toward the “Remember now your
Creator,” and the “Fear God and
keep his commandments” of chapter
12.

In considering the first 11 verses
of Ecclesiastes 3, some have sug-
gested that it is a statement of
blatant fatalism. Man chafes under
the restrictions of the fate that con-
trols the world. No matter what he
may do or may wish to do, he is
fighting a losing battle. He has been
designated a creature in a system
that is simply structured in terms
of permissions and prohibitions.
There are some things that he can

=Registrar, Canadian Nazarene College, Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

8

do and others that he cannot. He
has no choice but to wander aim-
lessly in the moral vacuum of deter-
minism.

Others, in considering this pas-
sage, have suggested that it empha-
sized the sovereignty of God. God
is in control of the entirety of life,
is concerned about every aspect d
our lives, and therefore we can resl
upon the everlasting arms and hbe
carried, without a care, to heaver
on flowery beds of ease.

Yet there is significant truth in
this passage. Some of the statements
are rather self-explanatory, others
esoteric. Most of us could learn £
lot from verse 7, “a time to keep
silence, and a time to speak.” And
when we move, we all wish that we
had paid more attention to verse §
“a time to keep, and a time to casl
away.” These pithy statements make
clear the tension that exists wit!
most rules of daily living—there art
two sides on most issues.

I would like to consider verse 5 ii
particular. “A time to embrace, anc
a time to refrain from embracing.’
What does man (or woman) emi
brace? He embraces that which h«
loves. He can embrace people anc
he can embrace ideas. He can env
brace things and, in a sense, embraci
places. Embrace means to hold clos<
and, as we all know, can involve (
more-than-minimal amount of af;
fection. But what does the Preache]
really mean when he admonishe*

The Preacher’s Magazine



us to embrace sometimes and not
to embrace at other times? He sug-
gests to me that there are two choices
in life. This choice has a lot to do
with priority. Which things should
be first and which should be last?

However, 1 wish to look at this
verse in a different fashion. What
things should we hold on to, and
what things should we let go?

Embracing seems to speak of se-
curity. It is the opposite of inse-
curity. As children, our mothers
held us when we were hurt physically
or emotionally. Their embracing pro-
vided us with security. Is the answer
to insecurity always to be found in
embracing? | think not. There are
really two ways to handle insecurity.
One involves embracing and the
other involves refraining from em-
bracing.

Option one—embracing

When any one of us is confronted
by the heat and fire of interpersonal
relationships, as well as by the com-
plexities of life, we can certainly
feel insecure.

When 1 see all that | have worked
for being altered by another, when
I see my best-laid plans go awry,
when | am overwhelmed by what
others say of me, and when | don’t
know how much longer I can hold
up under the pressure, it is natural
to feel insecure. It is natural to
feel threatened and overpowered.
When | feel this way, 1 look for a
“security blanket.” | try to hang
on, to hold on, to embrace that
which is mine. Embrace that present,
embrace that past, that ideal, that
person, that way of living, that thing.
Here, as the drowning man grasping
at straws, | find myself embracing
or holding on to those things that
are the trappings of my present and
my soon-past life.

I have, however, made a mortal
mistake. | had hoped to hold on to
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or embrace that which was mine,
and have come up holding the
baubles of the past. | have failed to
recognize that the sum of man is not
to be found in his possessions. | have
not heeded the words: “He that
saveth his life shall lose it.”

In this predicament | find myself
with only one viable activity—Ilash
out at those who want to change my
things, because in trying to change
my things, they are trying to change
me. By embracing, | have turned
insecurity into fear, anxiety, and
inferiority feelings. But there is
another way.

Option two—refrain from
embracing

Yes, I'm insecure, but | don't let
my insecurity control me. | don’t
let it push me into embracing the
things and the people and the places
that are all around me. | use inse-
curity to refrain from embracing.
How? Can | dare let go of all of this?
Can | really refrain from embracing
the world, the things, the people,
the church, and even myself? Can |
take that leap of trust, of hope, and
of faith?

Frustration, anxiety, tension, and
insecurity are a part of life. 1 must,
in a sense, accept that. Yet | have to
find a way to survive them. Peter A.
Bertocci suggests that the only way
to survive these existential problems
is to use them. Use them to be cre-
ative. Bertocci says that “to be cre-
ative is to be insecure.” It is only
the man who is insecure who can take
the leap into the unknown and there-
by know the unknown and command
it.

Frustration, anxiety, tension, and
insecurity are a part of life. That |
cannot change, but | can decide or
choose which of these will affect me.
I can choose how they will affect me.
So to live creatively, | have to let
some of these conflicts into my life.
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In other words, I must have a con-
trolled insecurity.

I can use those insecurities that
come my way in a creative fashion.
And how do I do that? I do it by be-
coming. | discover that to be is to
become. Perfection is not to be found
in embracing. It is to be found in
refraining from embracing that
which would encumber me and, in-
stead, pressing on with risk. The
Apostle Paul writes: “Brethren, |
do not regard myself as having laid
hold of it yet; but one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and
reaching forward to what lies ahead.
| press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14,
NASB).**

We cannot equate perfection with
security but rather with the creative
use of insecurity.

Let me suggest some of the prac-
tical implications arising from the
life-style proposed. For these, | am
again in debt to Bertocci.

1. We must come to the basic
realization that both security and
insecurity are moments or points of
seeming rest in the total dynamic
of growth. Neither can become a
permanent style. If this happens,
we will have either atrophy on the
one hand or cancer on the other.

2. Seat belts are great, but they
are useless to me if I'm not going
any place. | may be in my car with
the motor running and the seat belts
fastened, but if I am unwilling to
put it in gear and press the accel-
erator, I am not making much sense.
In other words, protection against
risks does not make much sense if
I never risk anything. It is quite
similar to feeling my pulse every
five minutes to make sure that | am

**From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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still alive. To go anywhere, there
must be risk or refraining from em-
bracing.

3. The creativity of man (his de-
sire to refrain from embracing) must
always confront his prejudice toward
that which is safe or the status quo
(his desire to embrace). Too often we
begin with what we already know and
let that be the framework that favors
embracing the present, perchance
we fail in some or other risk. We may
simply fear being wrong. We must,
however, be willing to be wrong in
the eyes of even our closest asso-
ciates if we would go the way of
perfection. Let us remember that
our style of living is either setting
men free or shackling their minds to
the present that soon becomes the
past.

4. Finally, we must be willing to
love. Love involves trust, and trust
involves openness and risk. We must
be willing to be hurt if we would
love. If we are not willing to be hurt,
we are not loving. We must be willing
to stand the hostility and aggression
that will come our way from those we
would try to love. Jesus said: “Love
your enemies . . . and pray for them
which . . . persecute you.” It is not
simply a matter of loving those who
love us, but of loving those we may
not like. We must open ourselves
with initial trust, thereby risking
ourselves if we would love. We must
reach out with great risk, not know-
ing whether or not we can reach the
one we are loving.

Yes, we are willing to embrace,
with its security, with its warmth,
with its position, with its companion-
ship, but with its stagnation and
with its selfishness.

Are we willing to refrain from em-
bracing with its misunderstanding,
with its insecurity, with its loneli-
ness, but with its creativity, with its
progress, with its faith, and with its
poured-out love?

The Preacher's Magazine



A Bill of Rights

By Stanley Sutter*

| For Evangelists

Article 1. Basic Freedoms

The church and pastor shall make no
restrictions or demands on the evangelist
that shall hinder his effectiveness in re-
ligion, speech, press, especially during
the time of the peaceable assembly.

Article 2. Keeping and Bearing Arms

The delivery of the Sword of the Spirit,
the Word of God, is essential to revival.
The church should prepare itself for its
proclamation. The evangelist must sense
the support of the congregation during
the preaching.

Article 3. Housing Soldiers

Christian soldiers deserve adequate
housing. A comfortable man is a better
preacher. The golden rule will apply here.

Article 4. Searches and Seizures
Privacy for meditation, study, and
prayer is the life’s blood of the ministry.
Most workers prefer completely separate
living arrangements, if possible, and
great care needs to be taken if the par-
sonage or another home is shared.

Article 5. Due Process of Law

No evangelist's good name should be
taken away without due process of law.
Rumors and all secondhand information
are not admissible as evidence. Reliable
counsel is indispensable in the calling
of workers.

Article 6. Criminal Trials and Counsel

In case of cancellations, workers have
the right to a speedy notification and
honest counsel as to the situation. Cour-
tesy is Christian.

Article 7. Trial by Jury in Civil Suits

A trial by jury should be allowed (but
isn't) in cases where the church does not
support the evangelist in accord with
his need and their ability. Many pastors,
as well as laymen, may not understand
the “hidden costs” in evangelism. A min-

ePastor, Grace Church of the Nazarene, Wichita,
Kans.
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imum of twice the pastor’s salary plus
insurance and travel expenses may seem
like quite a lump, but a good talk with
a traveling preacher will show how far
that lump has to stretch.

Article 8. Excessive Bail or
Punishment

An evangelist is willing to, and does,
take “cruel and unusual punishment”
with no (or just a little) grumbling, for
the Lord’s sake. Therefore, we can try to
compensate by treating them like the
“chosen people” they are.

Article 9. People’s Rights Retained

The pastor should rejoice with the
evangelist in whatever rights, respect,
and benefits the congregation affords
him, and not allow resentment or dis-
paragement to enter in.

Article 10. Reserved Powers

Any rights not included in the above,
but included in the spirit of Luke, chap-
ter 10, verse 7, shall be reserved for our
evangelists as Jesus’ “sent-out ones.”

1. For Pastors

Article 1. Basic Freedoms
Congregations shall make no unneces-
sary restrictions on the private lives of
the parsonage family regarding their
rights to freedom of religion, speech,
press, and peaceable assembly. The min-
ister is a person as well as a pastor.

Article 2. Keeping and Bearing Arms

The Sword of the Spirit should be pre-
served above all else. A pastor should
have adequate time to prepare, study,
sharpen, and deliver the Word of God.

Article 3. Housing Soldiers

The pastor-soldier's quarters should
be reviewed annually by a concerned
board, and care given to proper surround-
ings. A person whose family is com-
fortable is able to be a better minister.

Article 4. Searches and Seizures
The right of the parsonage family to
be secure in their home against rude and
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thoughtless intrusions shall not be vio-
lated. An “open parsonage” concept does
not mean a “freeway” philosophy.

Article 5. Process of Law, Private
Property

One of a minister's essential posses-
sions is a clean reputation. This should
never be violated without “due process
of law.” A pastor cannot always answer
his accusers because of the possibility of
hurting others, but he must remain silent
during criticism.

Article 6. Criminal Trials and Counsel
A pastor has the right to expect speedy
confrontation if someone misunderstands
or disagrees with him. He should be con-
tacted first, and an agreement reached;
and only if this fails should others be
called in to help resolve the problem.

Article 7. Trial by Jury in Civil Suits

This article concerns rights of citizens
in financial matters. The church is com-
mitted to provide sufficient salary so the
pastor can devote full time to the min-
istry without undue financial pressures.

Article 8. Excessive Bail or
Punishment

Although there are times in a preach-
er’s life when “cruel and unusual punish-
ment” may be suffered in the Lord, he
has a right to expect his members to be
“part of the solution, not part of the
problem.”

Article 9. People’s Rights Retained

A pastor is not overly concerned about
his rights, for he is in God’'s hands. How-
ever, this shall not be construed to deny
or disparage the rights given him by God.

Article 10. Reserved Powers

The glory and the power is God’s, and
a proper balance can be achieved when
His people stay close to Him.

lll. For Laymen

Article 1. Basic Freedoms

Ministers shall never forget that lay-
men are people created by God, having
freedom of religion, speech, press, and
peaceable assembly. Forgetfulness here
is the source of much conflict.

Article 2. Keeping and Bearing Arms
It is part of the pastoral duty to try to
arm laymen spiritually for protection and
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for winning others to Christ. Also it is
the right of churchmen who may have
differing opinions and ideas to “shoot”
(or express) themselves occasionally,
even at the risk of “wounding” leader-
ship.

Article 3. Housing Soldiers

Laymen expect and deserve respect foi
their homes and families, and an occa-
sional visit from their pastor.

Article 4. Searches and Seizures

Pastor and people can work together
to protect one another from the unlawful
invasion of Satan and the spirit of this
world in our persons, houses, papers, or
effects.

Article 5. Process of Law, Private
Property

A person has the right to expect a
courteous and confidential hearing from
his minister in times of trouble. A pastor
believes the best possible about his peo-
ple until proof is given otherwise (1 Co-
rinthians 13).

Article 6. Criminal Trials and Counsel
Even though wrong, a man may expect
an understanding and open-minded
preacher, who will give competent coun-
sel or lead the person to one who can.

Article 7. Trial by Jury in Civil Suits

Each person deserves equal treatment,
spiritually, whatever his financial con-
dition, with attention given to the needs
of both the down-and-out and the “up
and out.”

Article 8. Excessive Bail or
Punishment

A pastor must remember the physical
and financial limits of parishioners and
their families—recalling that command-
ment, “Thou shalt have at least one
night a week with the family.”

Article 9. People’s Rights Retained

The enumeration of rights here shall
not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people. “In love
. . . preferring one another.”

Article 10. Reserved Powers

To God, who is the Source of all power
and salvation, we gladly ascribe the
honor and glory, and ask Him to reward
our faithful laymen who put up with so
much from their pastors.
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Wesley’s fAddress to the Clergy9®

By Donald Wood*

ohn Wesley's “Address to the

Clergy” (Works, 10:480-500) de-
lineates his mature view as to “what
manner of men ought we to be?” He
also asks a second question as the
personal corollary to that generally
applied first question: “Are we such,
or are we not?” Of course, each must
answer the second question after he
has heard Mr. Wesley’s reply to the
first inquiry. Thus, let us see what
Wesley's description of a clergyman
is:

What manner of men ought we to be,
in gifts as well as in grace?

1. To begin with gifts; and first, with
those that are from nature. Ought not a
minister to have, first, a good under-
standing, a clear apprehension, a sound
judgment, and a capacity for reasoning
with some closeness? . . . Secondly. Is
it not highly expedient that a guide of
souls should have likewise some liveliness
and readiness of thought? Or how will he
be able, when the need requires to
“answer a fool according to his folly?”
.. . Thirdly. To a sound understanding,
and a lively turn of thought, should be
added a good memory.

2. And as to acquired endowments,
can he take one step aright, without

~Minister, Faith Wesleyan Church, Greensboro,
N.C.

August, 1977

first a competent share of knowledge? . . .
First, of his own office; of the high trust
in which he stands, the important work
to which he is called? . . . Secondly. No
less necessary is a knowledge of the
Scriptures, which teach us how to teach
others ... it is certain that none can be
a good Divine who is not a good textuary

In order to do this accurately, ought
he not to know the literal meaning of
word, verse, and chapter; without which
there can be no firm foundation on which
the spiritual meaning can be built? . . .
Thirdly. But can he do this, in the most
effectual manner without a knowledge of
the original tongues? . . . Fourthly. Is
not a knowledge of profane history, like-
wise, of ancient customs, of chronology
and geography, though not absolutely
necessary, yet highly expedient, for him
that would thoroughly understand the
Scriptures? . . . Fifthly. Some knowledge
of the sciences also, is, to say the least,
equally expedient. [Here Wesley men-
tions logic, metaphysics, natural phi-
losophy, and geometry.] . . .

Sixthly. Can any who spend several
years in those seats of learning, be ex-
cused, if they do not add to that of the
languages and sciences, the knowledge
of the Fathers? ... | speak chiefly of
those who wrote before the Council of
Nice . .. Seventhly. There is yet another
branch of knowledge highly necessary
for a Clergyman, and that is, knowledge
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of the world; a knowledge of men, of their
maxims, tempers, and manners, such as
they occur in real life . . . Eighthly. Can
he be without an eminent share of pru-
dence? that most uncommon thing which
is usually called common sense? . . .
Ninthly ... a Clergyman ought certainly
to have some degree of good breeding; |
mean address, easiness and propriety of
behaviour, wherever his lot is cast . . .
would not one wish for a strong, clear,
musical voice, and a good delivery, both
with regard to pronunciation and action?

What may greatly encourage those who
give themselves up to the work, with
regard to all these endowments, many of
which cannot be attained without con-
siderable labour, is this: They are assured
of being assisted in all their labour by
Him who teacheth man knowledge. And
who teacheth like Him?

3. But all these things, however great
they may be in themselves, are little in
comparison of those that follow. For what
are all other gifts, whether natural or
acquired, when compared to the grace of
God? And how ought this to animate and
govern the whole intention, affection,
and practice of a Minister of Christ!

(1) As to his intention, both in under-

standing this important office, and in
executing every part of it, ought it not to
be singly this, to glorify God, and to save
souls from death? Is not this absolutely
and indispensably necessary, before all
and above all things? . . . But if his eye,
his intention be not single, if there be
any mixture of meaner motives . . . his
“whole body,” his whole soul, “will be
full of darkness,” even such as issues
from the bottomless pit . . . Let him not
expect to enjoy any settled peace, any
solid comfort in his own breast; neither
can he hope there will be any fruit of his
labours, any sinners converted to God.

(2) As to his affections. Ought not a
“steward of the mysteries of God,” a
shepherd of souls for whom Christ died,
to be endued with an eminent measure of
love to God, and love to all his brethren?
a love the same in kind, but in degree
far beyond that of ordinary Christians?
Can he otherwise answer the high charac-
ter he bears, and the relation wherein he
stands? Without this, how can he gc
through all the toils and difficulties
which necessarily attend the faithful ex-
ecution of his office? ... He therefore
must be utterly void of understanding,
must be a madman of the highest order,
who on any consideration whatever,
undertakes this office, while he is a
stranger to this affection.

(3) As to his practice: “Unto the un-
godly, saith God, Why dost thou preach
my laws?” What is a Minister of Christ,
a shepherd of souls, unless he is all de-
voted to God? unless he abstain, with thf
utmost care and diligence, from ever>
evil word and work; from all appearance
of evil; yea, from the most innocent
things, whereby any might be offendec
or made weak? . .. May you not resemble
him to a guardian angel, ministering tc
those “who shall be heirs of salvation?’
.. . He is continually employed, in what
the angels of God have not the honor tc
do—cooperating with the Redeemer ol
men in “bringing many children ftc
glory.”

Such is a true Minister of Christ: and
such, beyond all possibility of dispute,
ought both you and I to be.

If such were the requirements of
the eighteenth-century minister,
dare those of the twentieth-century
minister be less? Indeed, would not
such a man as Wesley describes be a
man for all seasons?

Worry is a thin stream of fear trickling through the mind.
If encouraged, it cuts a channel into which all other thoughts

are drained.
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Tale of Two Shoe Salesmen

By Ivan Lathrop*

he owner Of a certain shoe fac-

tory had built up such a busi-
ness that he decided to expand by
opening two new outlets. One he
opened in a very large city and hired
a bright young man to manage it. He
decided to experiment with the other
and see if he could open a new market
where there would be no competition.
This branch was opened on an island
in the South seas, and he hired a
promising young man for this job.

At their first year-end conference,
both men had to report to their boss.
The young man who had the store in
the big city told of some difficult days
of breaking into the fierce competi-
tion. He had made a few improve-
ments in the design of the shoes,
which helped some. He reported on
promotional ideas which he had
tried, occasionally losing profit to
get the product before the public.
He had even done some door-to-door
selling when things were slack. Slow-
ly he had gained the edge on his com-
petitors and had a very respectable
profit for his boss at the end of the
first year.

The second man had a different
story to tell. He was discouraged and
defensive. He began by berating the
other man. “Who couldn’t sell shoes
when you are surrounded by a million
shoe-wearing people?” he moaned.
He continued by berating his boss.
“You sent me and my wife and chil-
dren out to that forsaken end of the
world to starve to death,” he raved.
“How was | supposed to sell shoes

*Church of the Nazarene, Middle East District.
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out there? Those people don’'t want
shoes! They love the feel of the warm
sand between their toes. In fact, even
I quit wearing shoes while 1 was
there.” He continued, “ After making
us suffer with this worthless experi-
ment, | believe that you owe us a
decent opportunity like you gave the
other guy.”

The owner of the business, being
a fair and sympathetic man, agreed
that he had probably made a mis-
take, but he had such an investment
in the store that he hated to close it
after only one year’s trial. He decided
to give the man his chance by ex-
changing the two men’s positions.

At the second year-end sales con-
ference, the two men again met to
report. The man who had been
shifted to the South sea island de-
scribed how he had arrived to find
that shoes were not exactly the hot-
test sales item in town. With some
effort he was able to secure an audi-
ence with the king. Before the day
for the audience arrived, he designed,
and had his boss manufacture, a few
special slippers. They were very
lightweight with colorful patterns on
them (he noticed that the natives
liked colorful patterns), and he set
them off with a few sequins.

With these in hand he set off to
see the king. The king and his whole
family were delighted to have their
pictures taken wearing their beauti-
ful new foot finery. They weren't
wearing much else, but their feet
were beautifully covered.

The next day a bigger-than-life,
full-color photograph of the king and
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his family in their new shoes dec-
orated his shop window. He regretted
that he had ordered only 10,000 pairs
initially, for the factory couldn’t keep
up with the additional orders. Since
then, besides being the island’s most
successful businessman, he had been
made an honorary citizen and had
been appointed as the king's foot-
care advisor.

What about the second fellow? He
began his report by indicating that
he had talked to the king once about
wearing shoes, but he had refused.
Evidently the king had reconsidered,
and the “lucky” colleague had ar-
rived just in time to capitalize on
the break. He had suspected it was
coming, and now he was wondering
why the boss had “yanked” him out
of his store after he had worked so

Practical
Points

) that make
a difference

Integrity Is Still the Answer

Dear Son:

It is summer and | know that you are
busy with camps, retreats, reports,
vacations, etc. Summer used to be a
“lazy time,” a kind of break before
the fall program—but no longer. But
that is not what is on my mind.

I was thinking about you last night
before going to sleep. We are proud of
our talented, educated son and daugh-
ter who were called to ministry. And
then | began to pray: O, Lord, You
know all the temptations that beset a
minister. There are so many “tugs and
pulls” that can easily lead him to the
short route to success. Help him to see
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hard to lay the foundation of the
business. It looked like favoritism.

As for the big-city store—it was a
complete failure. That glowing re-
port last year was pure window dress-
ing. The other guy knew that the ship
was sinking and jumped off just in
time. “Why, he had high-pressured
so many people into buying so many
pairs of shoes that everyone in town
has enough shoes to last them for
years,” he explained. “The market
is absolutely glutted.”

For proof of the point he invited
the others to look around them and
notice that not one person in sight
was shoeless, and they all looked
quite content with what they had.
He ended by saying, “I finally had
to sell the business to pay the rent.”

Pastor, does the shoe fit?

that Jesus took the road of integrity.
Oh, I know that it is difficult at times.
He sees other ministers taking short
routes to larger churches, bigger sal-
aries—and | believe that will be in
time. But as he is on his way, may he
keep Thee in mind with his eye on a
Spirit-filled ministry and a love-
accentuated program.

Son, | know that it is not easy to
labor day by day with the grind that
is the pastor’s. But things are happen-
ing. Men and women are being won to
Christ. Your income is slowly growing,
and the community is awakening to
your presence. And you are doing it
all with integrity. | am proud of you.

In a few days most of the people will
be back in the harness to add to those
who were won this summer—and you
will see the results of your labor. God
bless you.

Love, O
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What Is
Preaching?

N A RECENT ISSUE of Christianity Today (Feb. 4, 1977), Dr. A
Duane Loftin challenges the standard view of preaching as persuasion.
“The sermon as we know it now was not what took place in the New
Testament.” Homiletics, Loftin argues, owes more to Aristotle and Cicero
than to Peter and Paul. Modem persuasion theory has heightened the
contrast between today’s sermon and New Testament preaching.

Homileticians tend to hold that the preacher’s goal is similar to
that of the secular persuader—to elicit a desired response from the
listener—and that it is permissible to use a wide range of rhetorical
techniques to achieve this goal.

Modem persuasion technique has become quite sophisticated.
Psychologist James McConnell is quoted as claiming, “The time has
come when if you give me any normal human being and a couple of
weeks ... lcan change his behavior from what it now is to whatever you
want it to be, if it's physically possible. | can't make him fly by flapping
his wings, but | can turn him from a Christian to a Communist and
vice versa.” Loftin cites an actual case where a vocal atheist was “con-
verted” by secular hypnotists to a serious church-attender. The research
was stopped when the investigators decided the situation was unethical.

This raises serious questions about viewing preaching primarily
as persuasion.

—Would it be possible to create a Christian “believer” by hypnotic

suggestion?

—If by the skillful use of persuasion techniques 1 “convert” a

person to Christ, is he truly a “Christian”?

—Can ldo the work of the Ho/y Spirit?

—Is it not possible to get evangelistic “results” where the Holy

Spirit is not active at all?

—Can we achieve Christian effects by employing worldly tech-

niques?

—Must not our theology of preaching determine our homiletical

theory and practice?

Paul has something radical to say about this. Referring to his
preaching in rhetorically-oriented Corinth where persuasive speech was



popular, he says, “My message and my preaching were not in per-
suasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power,
that your faith should not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God” (1 Cor. 2:45-, NASB).* Persuasive techniques might
gain a response, but it would be based on the “wisdom of men”
rather than the “power of God.”

The New Testament preacher is a herald or ambassador of Christ
(2 Cor. 5:20). He comes to bring or announce the good news of Jesus
Christ and His salvation (euaggelizo). And he does this “with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven” (1 Pet. 1:12).

In performing his task of preaching, of course, he “exhorts”
(Acts 2:4) and “beseeches” (2 Cor. 5:20) his hearers. But he depends,
not on his psychological tricks of the trade, but on the convicting and
converting power of the Holy Spirit. “Unless the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain who build it” (Ps. 127:1, NASB).*

*From the New American Standard Bible, copyright © The Lock-
man Foundation, 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971.

PASTOR’S
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE
Current Selection
The Occult and the Supernatural
Mildred Bangs Wynkoop

Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your laymen to

purchase. 64 pages. Paper.

$1.50 5 or more (40% discount*), 90c each
Plus 5¢c per book tor postage

For additional information consult special flyer in the
JULY Minister’'s Book Club Mailing.

*Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE .« Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT. GROWING. EFFECTIVE CHURCH!
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cross design, appropriate scripture, and certificate
form ready to personalize with name, department, cT-121
date, and signature. French fold. 5VI x 7'A". Matching Ages 6 Through 8 Ages 9 Through
envelope. Jesus and Joseph Jesus in the Syr
Package of 12 (same stock number)
ORDER BY NUMBERS
UNDER EACH ILLUSTRATION
PROMOTION DAY PROGRAM BUILDER
An excellent source for ideas and materials for
planning an interesting, well-rounded program.
32 pages.
MP-501 95¢ CT-13X CT-148
Ages 12 Through 14 Youth
Jesus Talking with Young People Jesus and Fish(
SHIELD BIBLE
Recommended by the Department of
Church Schools for presenting each pupil
being promoted into the fourth grade. Nu-
merous features make this particularly
helpful for junior-age use. 48b x 7V4".
Cloth board.
B-800N $3.00; 12 for $2.85 each
For other Promotional Day supplies and
appropriate awards, consult our latest
Master Buying Guide. Free upon request. CT-164R
) . Department to Department Recognition
Order AT ONCE while ample stock available Jesus Fishing with Peter Jesus Teaching

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



WORLD MISSION

mate

a nro te

ortht

700%

Cthats CRight!

TipprovedJor 10% (jiting? }jes!

Nothing Deductedfor Overhead or
TOministrati™e Costs? Jliaht
Tlgain!

Whu Not Accept a Meaningful
Approved Special Jor }jour Church?

Ohe next moVe is yours  Please White

OX Cdll todd Il Dennis W. Berard
J Department of World Mission
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

Phone: 816-333-7000
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DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE

S
Aericen

The 3B Todls Are Ready lor Your ise

Put the “shipshape” image into your Sunday
school. Full details in 3B brochure—available
free. Write to the Division of christian Life

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
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good for all 12 months of the year especially
SEPTEMBER-STEWARDSHIP MONTH

Giving and Living
By Samuel Young. Discusses stewardship of time, talent,
and treasures with love and commitment being the
motivating force behind all our giving. 96 pages. Paper. A
HiHext.
$1.25

By Samuel Young. A primer on Christian giving
emphasizing how we are custodians of what God has
given us. Over 100,000 sold!36 pages. 3\Ix 5”. Paper.
Priced for church-wide distribution.

Pkg. of 4, $1.00; 3 pkgs., $2.75; 25 pkgs., $20.00

Jd-ovna’

Stewardship Bible Studies

Six enriching studies written by Dr. Richard
Taylor, based on the Great Commandments.
Appropriate for SS class, Sunday evening
(pre-preaching) hour, weeknight study.
Four-page folders, designed with full-color
front. 5% x 8\2’.

U-500 Set of 1 each of 6 designs  75c
10 or more sets, each 50c

Stewardship Bulletin Inserts

Coordinated on front with the beautiful
study folders; stimulating thoughts on
Christian living on back. Meaningful to use
during Stewardship Month or whenever
presenting the Bible Studies. 5% x 8W'.

U-501 Set of 25 each of 6 designs $5.25

For other stewardship-related books, supplies, and
tracts, consult our latest “Master Buying Guide.” Free

UPON rEQUESL- 1 der AT ONCE
and Have Ready to Use Throughout September

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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EVANGELISM

Are You Training Your Laymen How

to Win Someone to the Lord?

According to Ephesians 4, the pastor is to equip the
laymen in a method they can use to win people to
Christ.

You can be trained in a workable, scriptural, sensible, and
reproducible method of personal evangelism so you can train
your laymen. Attend one of the following “Nazarenes in Action”
clinics, using the Evangelism Explosion method with the
Wesleyan adaptations.

Date City District
September 12-14 Cedar Rapids lowa*
September 19-21 Hutchinson Kansas*
September 26-28 California Pittsburgh
October 3-5 San Antonio San Antonio
October 11-13 Toronto Canada Central*
October 17-19 Houston Houston*
October 20-22 Dallas Dallas
October 24-26 Rochester Upstate New York
October 27-29 Huntsville Alabama*
October 31—Nov. 2 Tidewater Virginia*
November 7-9 Louisville Kentucky*

*Both basic training in personal evangelism and
advanced training in discipleship given.

Contact the superintendents of the respective districts for further
information concerning enrollment or...

Department of Evangelism
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

or call
TOLL FREE-WATS LINE 800-821-2154
161
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STEWARDSHIP

Here are some ideas for September Stewardship

Month study that your church can use ...

And God Gave
Dominion

A new 16-mm. filmed Steward
ship Bible study taught by Reu
ben Welch.

The laymen’'s retreat setting at a seasidelHi ‘WKKr'-
resort sets the mood for the recounting of the creation story
from Genesis. Reuben Welch, well-known professor,
writer, and popular speaker, leads a group of adults in a

study of Genesis 1 and 2. A total stewardship con-

cept arises naturally from the Word.

(FR-129), Color, 25
minutes. Service and
mailing fee, $5.00.
See order blank on
page 16X.

3 teaching filmstrips (to accompany film)

These 40-frame color filmstrips have cassette
narrations and accompanying user's guides.

Part 1—Definition of Christian stewardship
j and its relationship to our use of time.

Part 11—The Christian steward and his voca-
Jtion. The issue of money and possessions is
| presented, with a strong emphasis on tithing.

U Part 111—Our responsibility as stewards to
*J our abeaut'ftd and now fragile earth” and to

jv | those who inhabit it
$28.50 for the set (VA-506)

Orderfrom: Nazarene Publishing House

Box 527

Kansas City, Mo. 64141

16K



DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

ZA

("MINISTRY

TO (“"MINISTERJ’

Ministering to the minister—that's what the
Department of Pensions and Benevolence is all
about. The programs briefly described below are

vehicles for this ministry. Also,

information is

available relating to the minister's personal fi-
nances: social security and income taxes, compen-

sation and housing allowance.

Write to us

—we're here to serve you!

The Nazarene Supplemental Retirement
Program is a retirement “gold mine.” Upon
retirement, this tax-sheltered annuity will give a
guaranteed income for life. Yet it provides a tax
benefit during peak income years. Your church
board may designate a percentage over and
above your salary as a contribution to this
program. At retirement, you may take a lump
sum payment of all accumulated principal plus
interest, or receive a guaranteed income for life.
You would still receive the social security and
“Basic” Pension benefits you had earned. The
current interest rate is nine percent on all funds
deposited after February 1, 1976. There is no
annuity charge so interest is earned on every
penny deposited.

More and more churches are using the Naza-
rene Supplemental Retirement Program as an
equity fund for the pastor. This enables the min-
ister who is provided a parsonage an oppor-
tunity for building up equity so he can buy a
home when he retires. (Also, the department
sponsors the Perpetual Parsonage Memorial Plan
which encourages laymen to will their homes to
the department for use by retired ministers.)

16L

The “Basic” Pension plan has been a tre-
mendous asset to the retiring minister. Based on
the number of years of service in the Church of
the Nazarene, a retired minister may receive a
monthly pension check for life, in addition to
social security benefits and other retirement
income. Though the pension plan has been in
effect only since April, 1971, the maximum
benefit available through the “Basic” Pension has
doubled during that brief span of time.

Monthly Benevolence Assistance was the
standard method of helping retired ministers for
many years. It continues to aid a number of re-
tired ministers and widows who are not on the
“Basic” Pension plan. This program is admin-
istered primarily on the basis of need, rather than
exclusively on service. In the event that a retired
minister has low social security income and
meager retirement provisions, the program sup-
plements this income and lifts it to an acceptable
level.



A $1,000 life insurance policy ismade available
to all ordained ministers and most licensed min-
isters. Premiums on this policy are paid by the
Department of Pensions and Benevolence. This
Primary Group Term Life Insurance auto-
matically yields $2,000 to all ministers whose
district has paid at least 90 percent of its Pensions
and Benevolence Budget for the previous year.
The policy has special provisions for accidental

\eP
6V °

Ministers who become disabled and are
granted a disability monthly benefit by the
Social Security Administration must wait several
months to begin receiving that income. Between
the period when church income ceases and
Social Security benefits begin (a period which
may not exceed five months), the General Board
has voted that a minister may receive Temporary
Monthly Disability Benevolence equal to the
certified Social Security disability monthly benefit.
This is in addition to any “Basic” Pension income.

DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

The Supplemental Group Term Life In-
surance program can meet your additional life
insurance needs at the lowest cost possible. This
insurance is available on a unit basis. One unit of
personal insurance is worth $5,000 of coverage.
One unit of dependents’ insurance provides
$1,000 coverage on your spouse and $500
coverage on each child between 6 months and 19
years of age. The number of units you may
purchase and the cost of each unit is determined
by your age. The policy has special provisions for
accidental death or dismemberment.

The Emergency Medical Assistance pro-
gram has been established to aid ministers,
whether active or retired, in paying medical
expenses their insurance and/or Medicare will not
pay. This program is based on the financial need
of the minister involved, with the provision of up
to $500 in a 12-month period. When the need is
“extreme,” up to $1,000 may be granted. Con-
siderations for this assistance assumes that the
minister has health insurance for himself and his
family.

For more information, write:
Dean Wessels
Department of Pensions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

16M



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Straight from the horse’s mouth!

Today's Children
ARE
Tommorrow's Churchmen

JUNIOR CHURCHMANSHIP
TRANING
PROGRAM

JUNIOR CHURCHMANSHIP COURSES

Unit 10a This Is My Church

Unit 12a Beliefs of My Church

Unit 14a History of the Church of the Nazarene
Unit 15a Founder, Church of the Nazarene
Unit 16a Stewardship and My Church

WHEN TO USE:

Children’s Church
Junior Fellowship

Summer Camps Forfurther information write the CST
; ) Office, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City,
Other children’s groups y J J
group Mo. 64131, and ask for the Junior
Churchmanship Training Program
Brochure.

(Credit available through class study only)
16N



YOUTH

WORLD
YOUTH COMFCRCMCe

July 18-23,1978

YMCA of the Rockies Conference Center
Estes Park, Colorado

OBJECTIVES

1 To offer young people experiences under the Lordship of Jesus Christ
through worship, witnessing, discipleship, devotion, and fellowship.

2. Toexperience the oneness of the Body of Christ.
3. Toacguaint youth with the international church.
4. Tochallenge, eguip, and channel youth for service in the church.

TEEN APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
1 Membership in the Church of the Nazarene.

2. Ages 14-18. Applicants must have 14th birthday on or before July 1,
1978, and must not have 19th birthday on or before the same date. Also,
any US applicant must be a student in the 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade
during the 1977-78 school year.

3. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:1-15 in the translation, paraphrase, or language
selected by the applicant.

4. Accept the responsibility of transferring (as suggested in 2 Timothy 2:2)
the biblical concepts learned to five other teens in your local church

fellowship, using tools and training opportunities provided at World Youth
Conference.

PASTOR:
Contact your district NYI
president for applications.

160



8JLt 1 Just trying to help you
ANnttH organize your media needs
HHJ for this fall and winter sea-
0 son. Check the items in
which you're interested and we’ll send
you up-to-date detailed information.
Mail to Nazarene Communications,
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.

O TV Special: “To Wipe the Tear.”
28% minutes. Remake of the film
version.

O TV Spots: Series “B” and Series “C.”
These are brand-new 30-second
spots.

O Radio Spots: A reel of five with time
for a 5- to 10-second local tag.

O Flm: “And God Gave Dominion”—
a 30-minute stewardship Bible study
by Reuben Welch on Genesis 1 and
2.

O Filmstrips: Three teaching strips to
accompany film dealing with total
stewardship.

O Film: “To Wipe the Tear ...” An
all-time winner on medical missions
in India and the work of Dr. Orpha
Speicher. 36 minutes.

16P



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

NWMS
L INKS

Give missions a personal
touch—emember your
"Adopted Missionary"



LIFE INCOME

Pastor: A message to help you
and your people invest in
tar-reaching radio ministries.

Turnyour
assets Into

“ShowersofBlessings

The Church’s “ Showers of Blessings” radio broadcasts in 12 languages
and brings encouragement, inspiration and renewal to millions of
people in many corners of the world. Perhaps you’ve been blessed by
the broadcast’'s stimulating ministry in your own life.

As the missionary moves into areas previously untouched by the
Gospel, the Church’s radio broadcasts become a penetrating tool.
Truth, transmitted through a radio program, can slip past doors
and into hearts where others cannot enter.

Have you considered participating meaningfully in this extensive

ministry?

Through the Horizons program you can extend your stewardship
through wise estate planning. Turn your assets into Showers of
Blessings for countless people— while receiving generous returns, tax
benefits and the deep joy of being a laborer together with God.

For more information, request the free booklet below.

Division of Life Incomc Gifts & Bequests
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, MO 64131

Attn: Robert W. Crew

16R

Please send me copies of
“A New Way to Invest in Your Church.
While Investing in Your Future."

Pastor’s
Name

Church
Address
State

City Zip



5 Great Sundays to

REJoTce $
BE GLAD

OCTOBER 2  Membership Day
OCTOBER 9  Families’ Day
OCTOBER 16 Servicemen’s Day
T H iS & d a v 3 OCTOBER 23 Neighbor’s Day
OCTOBER 30 Everyone’s Day

Is the Day

iTER

of the key items of these pro-
»nal pieces. Presents the R
lingful theme; provides space This Is the Day CHORUS
(cording weekly goals and at-
ince. 17 x 22". Suggested
tity: one for the Sunday school
lach department and/or class-

Everyone will enjoy this song emphasizing
the theme scripture. Written specifically for
this campaign. 6 x 9”. Suggested quantity:
enough to pass out to the entire congrega-
tion.

w 75c; 3 for $1.50 U-1078 Package of 25 for $1.00

This Is the Day

LETTERHEAD
NLJ ||C NSTFte I?esigned as a multipurpose promo-
m mm tional piece. Just add your own type of

challenging messages and use as a per-

sonal letter, general mailing, handbill.

Is the Day STREAMER 81 x 11". Suggested quantity: enough

for two or three church-wide distribu-
tions.

uU-1080WO Package of 50 for $1.75

e-catcher! Display itthroughout your church as a continuous
ider that something BIG is going on in your Sunday school.
2’. Suggested quantity: enough to distribute in lobbies, hall-
and classrooms.

™ Package of 5 for 75¢
This Is the Day
FOLLOW-UP LETTER
A brief, friendly way of telling those who
have signed acommitmentcard thatyou
look forward to seeing them during
October. Ready for signature of pastor
or superintendent. Printed on the attrac-
tive letterhead stock. Suggested quan-
tity: Enough to send to all those who
signed up.
Is the Day COMMITMENT CARD U-1080M Package of 50 for $1.75
very member know he is needed. Card urges faithful atten-
3 and a commitment to bring someone each Sunday. Stub
ained for classroom display. 372 x 8%". Suggested quantity: ALL PIECES LITHOGRAPHED WITH THE
Drevery member. BEAUTIFUL THEME DESIGN IN FULL COLOR
a Package of 50 for 75c ON QUALITY WHITE STOCK

Let these specialized materials challenge each member
in reaching new people and experience the excitement of
a record high attendance this October.

Q ,a R \rNt hj—|“or réﬁl I{/IBn L\{. // NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE

Octobe
Make
a Psalm
Sing
“Clnisisthe day . . . Psalm 118:24

Sunday School Attendance
Program Highlights Five Great
Days:

« Members' Day

e Families' Day

e Servicemen's Day

e Neighbors' Day

« Rally Day (for everyone)

“We Will rejoice and he glad
when We ha\ee done H is will.

16T



EUANOILISTSORECTOIV

d
VISUAL ART

(Monthly slates published in

,he tissue

ALBS, GLEN. (R) 3006 S. Osceola St., Denver, Colo. 80236 (full-
time)

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1, Taft St.. Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Bo* 1240, Hannibal, Mo, 63401

ALLEN,). A'| MILDRED. (Ret.) Box 559, Chandler, Okla. 74834

AMOS, CARL A. (C) c/o NPH

*ANDERSON, LAWRENCE |
Methuen, Mass. 01844

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Box 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

*ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 4304 N. Peniel, Bethany, Okla. 73008
(full-time)

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E Yukon St,. Tampa, Fla. 33604

*ARNI FAMILY SINGERS. (R) 430 N. Chestnut St, Eldon, Mo.
65026 (full-time)

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

+BABCOCK, KENNETH E. t MILDRED. (C) P.O. Box 32, Orange
City, Fla 32763

+ BAILEY, CLARENCE & THELMA. (C) 1197 W Arch St.. Portland.
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich. 48446

#BAKER, NATHAN. (R) Rte. 2, Box 2, Osgood. Ind. 47037

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.Va.
25306

BARTON, GRANT M. (Ret.) 1551 Darlington Ave., Crawfordsville,
Ind. 47933

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 254. Roland. Okla 74954

#BELL, JAMES | JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

« BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Box 1326. River
view, Fla. 33569

#BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Ret.) 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd.. Pearl River, La. 70452

*BIERCE, JACK. (C) Box 3528, Vail, Colo. 81657

BISSELL, DALE | BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R 703 E *65, Cehna,
Ohio 45822 (full-time)

+BLUE, DAVID & DANA. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37206

BOGGS, W. E. (Ret.) 11323 Cactus Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75238

BOHANNAN, GRADY B. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

*BOHI, JAMEST. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*BOHI, R W. (C) 403 Annawood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099

#BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park. Ill, 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr.. West Covina. Calif
91792

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (Ret) 1695 Audrey Rd, Columbus, Ohio
43224

+BRAND, W. H. (Ret.) P.O. Box 332, Fort Wayne, Ind, 46801

* BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rte. 560, Urban, Ohio 43078

BRISCOE, JOHN. (R) 5925 N.W. 60th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73122
(full-time)

*BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E, JR (C) Rte. 1 Box 245. Westmoreland.
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St.. Reading, Pa 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) Rte 2. Hillsboro. Tenn 37342

« BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724. Kankakee. Ill 60901

+BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C) 6104 S. Gotham Dr.,
South Bend, Ind. 46614

BUDD, JAY B. (R) 1385 Hentz Dr., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (full time)

KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.

tCl Commissioned (R) Registered

of the "Heruld of Holmess

“Preacher & Song Euangelist

epartment, nazarene publishing house

each month)

* BURKHAMMER. SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O. Box 165. Monaca. Pa
15061 (full-time)

CAMPBELL, BILL. (R) 1912 Osage Cir., Olathe, Kans. 66061 (full-
time)

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/o NPH*

*CAUDILL, STEVE | SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr.. Saginaw, Mich
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro. Mass. 02346

*CELEBRATION TRIO. (C) 1202 Kanawha Ave., Dunbar. W.Va,
25064

+CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON | LOIS. (C) Rte. 1. Box 115a, Milton
vale, Kans. 67466

CHEZEM, DALE E. (R) Rte. 1, Box 153A, Lookout Mountain, Tenn.
37350 (full-time)

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c/o Gen. Del., Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

CLIFT, NORVIE O. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

#CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave, Bowling Green,

Ky. 42101

«COBB, BILL i TERRL (C) P.O. Box 75512, Oklahoma City.
OKla. 73107

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave.. St. Albans. WVa
25177

COFFEY, RUSSELL E. (C) Rte. 2, Hopkins. Mich. 49328

+CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd.. Ithaca. N'Y. 14850

CONWAY, L. W. (Ret) 750 Michigan Ave. K-9, Washington, Pa.
15301

+CONWAY, TED, EVANGELISTIC PARTY. (C) 905 Wallmgton Cir.,
Greenwood. Ind. 46142

COOK, RALPH. (Ret.) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif, 91780

CORBETT, C. T. (Ret.) 459 N. Forest, Bradley. Ill. 60915

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr.. Alexandria, La. 71301

*COY, JIM. (C) 3205 Churchview Dr., Valparaiso, Ind. 46383

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian lake Nazarene Camp, Rte. 2.
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2. Box 186, Walker. W.Va 26180

CREWS, H. F. t MRS. (Ret.) Box 18302. Dallas, Tex. 75218

*CROFFORD, DON. (R) 254 Southridge Dr., Rochester, N.Y. 14626
(full-time)

CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (Ret.) 1466 E Mountain, Pasadena, Calif.
91104

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI., Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DAMRON, GARY. (C) 9051 Grand, Kansas City, Mo. 64114

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929. Vivian. La 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson. Fremont. Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va 23692

DAVIS, LEO. (Ret.) 403 "N" St., Bedford, Ind. 47421

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave., Lakeland. Fla. 33801

*DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342. Barberton. Ohio 44203

#DELL, JIMMY. (C) 4026 E. Flower St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85018

#DENNIS, DARRELL | BETTY. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

+ DENNISON, MARVIN E. (R) 1208 SE. Green Rd.. Tecumseh.
Kans. 66542

DISHON, CLARENCE. (C) Rte 8, Box 251J, Indianapolis. Ind. 46234

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte 15. Bowling Green. Ky 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, lll. 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Box 370. Crossville. Tenn 38555

* DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr, Nashville.
Tenn. 37211

16U
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DUNN, DON. (C) P.O. Bo* 132, Bartlett, Ohio 45713

« DUTTON, BARRY | TAVIA. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

EASTMAN, H. T. (Ret.) 5102 Gailey Rd., Sp. 317A, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80915

*EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger. Ky. 41018

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 674, Frederick, Okla. 73542 (full-
time)

ELUNGSON, R. LEE (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis. Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 1220 Bluebird Dr., Longview. Tex. 75601

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W 81st, Leawood, Kans 66206

*ELROD, RON. (R) Box 7150, Flint, Mich. 48507 (full-time)

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A, WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr, Danville, Va
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full-time)

+ EVERETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta. Ohio 45750

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66 C, Stanton, Ky 40380 (full-time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

#FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave ,
Bellmore, NY. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe, Kans 66061 (full-
time)

FINGER, MAURICE. (Ret.) 122 Charlotte Rd. Lincolnton, N.C.
28092

FINKBEINER, A. J (C) 84 B Street. Campbell, Calif 95008

#FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E (C) 1021 Elm S't, Ripley, Ohio 45167

FORD, NORMAN K, (C) R 2, Clymer, Pa 15728

+FORD, JAMES & RUTH, (C) Children's Workers, 1605 Laura St..
Clearwater, Fla 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi. Ill 62821

FRASER, DAVID. (R) 1792 Wilshire Dr., Xenia, Ohio 45385 (full-
time)

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, Il 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte 1, Geff, Ill 62842

*FULWOOD, JOANNE, & BOOTH, DIAN. (R) 625 N.E. 6th St,
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 (full-time)

*GAGNON, DAVE & KAREN. (R) 130 Milford St., Rochester, NY.
14615

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans 66061

*GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W Hendricks, No 7, Shelbyville Ind
46176

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115. Mt Erie. Ill 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN | ELSIE. (R) 203 E Highland, Muncie,
Ind 47303 (full time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. (Ret.) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N'Y 14701

#GLAZE, HAROLD & MARILYN. (R) PO Box A Calamine Ark
72418

*GLENDENNING, PAUL » BOBBIE. (C) 700 E Broadway Fairfield
la 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N Beale, Milwaukee, Wis 53224

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R 3. Box 269. Bemid|i. Minn 56601

*GORMANS. THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy. lot 67. Louisville, Ky 40229

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N 9th. Lot 26, Mattoon, i 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (Ret.) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, Tex 79412

*GREEN, JAMES | ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385. Canton. Ill 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (C) Rte. 2. Jacksonville. Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St. Sistersville. W.Va 26175

GRINDLEY, R E. (C) 2827 LaVista Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43204

*GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD & JANICE), (C) 539 E
Mason S't, Owosso. Mich 48867

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee. Okla 74401

+HAINES, GARY (R) 246 Tanna Ct, Colorado Springs, Colo 80916
(fulltime)

*HALL, BILL i SHARON. (R) 1971 Bardstown Rd., Apt. 5
Louisville, Ky. 40205 (full-time)

HALL. CARL N, (C) c/o NPH

#HALL. DAVID i. BETTY. (C) c/o NPH

HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Ret ) 907 Cowan Ave, Conroe, Tex 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St Clair, Vincennes. Ind 4/591

HANCE, RAY. (Ret.) 7705 NW 20th St., Bethany, Okla 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD (C)c/o NPH

* HAPPINESS SINGERS (C) c/o NPH*
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HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank. Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin, Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, Ill. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) RD 2. Howard, Ohio 43028

HAYNES, 0. F. (C) 2044 11th Ave., Huntington. W.Va. 25703

#HEASLEY, J. E t FERN. (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St, Bethany, Okla
73008

HENDERSON, DEE. (Ret.) Rte. 1, Box 439A, Donaldson, Ark. 71941

HENDERSON, JOHN. (C) 1209 Ordway PL, Nashville, Tenn. 37206

HESS, BILL. (R) P.O. Box 382, Owasso, Okla. 74055 (full-time)

HICKS, JOHN D, (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St.. Corpus Christi. Tex 78404

HOLCOMB, T. E (Ret) 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex, 77078

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte 2, Indian Lake Rd . Vicksburg, Mich 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 318 W. Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St., Columbia. Ky 42728

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) PO Box 816, Durant Okla
74701

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington, Ind 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond C |, Columbus Ohio
43214 (full-time)

+ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo, 82501

ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo. 82501

IDE, CHARLES D. (Ret.) Rte. 2,10256 30th, Vicksburg, Mich. 4909)

+IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E Hatch, Sturgis. Mich 49091
(full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave, Charleroi. Pa 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Oavis Mill Cr. Harrison, Tenn 37341

ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist. 610 Deseret
Friendswood, Tex 77546

*JACKSON, CHUCK & MARY. (C) Box 17726. Nashville, Tenn
37217

#JACKSON, HERB. (R) P.O. Box 640. Bethany, Okla. 73008
(full-time)

#JACKSON, PAUL & TRISH. (C) Box 739, Meade, Kans, 67864

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 4270 Loomis #K Colorado Springs, Colo,
80906

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr.. St James, Mo 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN & MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E High Ave, Bellefontaine Ohio
43311

JEFFERIES, A. G. (Ret.) 350 Pearl St, Apt 306, Eugene, Ore. 97401

JETER, H, L. (C) 2345 Johnstown. Florissant, Mo 63033

«JEWETT, LARRY | PATRICIA. (C) Rte 4, Box 265, West Monroe,
La. 71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte 1, Clearwater, Minn 55320 (full-
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St E, Lewiston. Ida 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) Rte 4, Box 42, Bel Air, Md 21014

JONES, FRED D, (R) 804 Elissa Or, Nashville Tenn 37217 (lull
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID, (C) 316 Dufui. Nampa, Ida 83651

KELLY, R. B. (Ret.) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, Okla 73008

KEMPER, MARION W. i MRS. (Ret.) 2910 Harris St., Eugene, Ore
97405

KENNEDY. GORDON L. (ClI PO Box 52, Gibsonburg. Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES, (R) Box 391, West Lebanon, Ind 47991 (lull time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Ret.) 1241 Knollwood Rd.. 46K, Seal Beach.
Calif 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A (C) RD 2. Box 298, Brookville, Pa 15825

#KRATZ, ELDON | KAY. (R) 814 Grant Ten Olathe. Kans 66061
(full time)

LAING, GERALD D. (C)2417 2 E lolly Rd , Lansing, Mich 48910

+LAMBERT, MARSHALL. (C) 3330 First Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.
46234

LANIER, JOHN H, (C) West Poplar St, Junction City, Ohio 43748

#LASSELL, RAY & JAN. (C) Rte. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

#LAW, DICK | LUCILLE (C) Box 481. Bethany. Okla 73008

+ LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O Box 17008, Nashville, Tenn.
37217 (full-time)

+ LAXSON, WALLY | GINGER. (C) Rte 3, Box 118, Athens. Ala.
35611



sLECKRONE. LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove. Grandview. Mo 64030

LEE, C. ROSS. (C) 1945 E Broad St., New Castle, Ind. 47362

#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1, Hicksville, Ohio 43526

LEMASTER, BENIAMIN D. (C) 1324 W. Eymann, Reedley, Calif.
93654

LEONARD, JAMES | FLORICE. (Ret.) 150 Valley View Dr., Johns-

town. Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, Kans. 66061

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd.. Howell, Mich. 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI., Springfield, Mo. 65804

#LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St.. Elkhart. Ind. 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St., Bradford, Pa. 16701

#LOMAN, LANE & JANET. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

LONG, WILMER A (R) RD. * 2, New Florence. Pa. 15944 (full-time)

LOWN, A J. (C) c/o NPH*

4LUSH, RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct.. No 1 Whitewater Wis
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. (C) 41808 W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio
44035

MADISON, G. H. (Ret.) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN, (C) c/o NPH

MANN, L. THURL. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N, Maysville. Ky. 41056

MARLIN, BEN F. (C) P.O. Box 6310, Hollywood, Fla. 33021

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103. Alton. Tex, 79220

*McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Byron, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) Rte. 1, Box 308. Dale. Tex 78616

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando, Fla. 32809

*McKINNON, JUANITA. (C) Box 126, Institute, W.Va. 25112

McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel. Oklahoma City. Okla
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1. Greenup. Ky 41144

+ MEREDITH, DWIGHT i NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286. Minneapolis. Minn 55431
(full-time)

#MERRITT, HERBERT | MRS. (C) 7401 Belmder. Prairie Village.
Kans. 66208

MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Ret.) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind.
46807

+MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, | MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435. Lamar,
Colo. 81052

MILLER, RUTH E, (C) 111 W. 46th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N, 12th St. Terre Haute. Ind
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd . Nitro. WVa 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER (Ret.) 19562 Wmward Ln, Huntmgtor
Beach, Calif. 92646

+MOYER, BRANCE. (R) 5115 Guinevere, San Antonio, Tex. 78218
(full-time)

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead. Newmarket. Ont Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD | MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, NW, Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49504

*NEFF, LARRY | PATRICIA. (C) 625 N Water St. Owosso. Mich
48867

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NORTON, JOE. (Ret.) Box 143, Hamlin. Tex 79520

ORIHOOD, .DALE M (C) 2936 Leesburg Rd.. SW Washington Court
House, Ohio 43160

OVERTON, WM D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave . Woodbury Heights. N J 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave Martinsville, Ind 46151

*PARR, PAUL G. 4 DOROTHY. (C) Rte 1, Box 167A. Whitetown,
Ind 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A A (C) C o NPH*

PECK, JOHN, (R) Box 695, Colorado Springs. Colo 80901 (full
time)

PECK, W. A (C) Rte 2. Box 65A. Malden, Mo 63863

+PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (C) Box 605, Sidney, Mont. 59270

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E Rte 245. Cable. Ohio 43009

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) Rte. 1, Hwy. 7, Green Acres Add., Scipio,
Ind. 47273

#PICKERINGS, R E. (R) P.O Box 20572. Orlando. Fla 32814 (full-
time)

#PIERCE, BOYCE | CATHERINE. (C) Rte 4, Danville, Ill. 61832

« PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PORTER, JOHN | PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE i. LOIS. (Ret) 14362 Bushard St, Sp No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683

POTTS, TROY C. (Ret.) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234

#POWELL, CURTICE L (C) 2010 London Dr Mansfield. Ohio
44905

#POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte 4. Oskaloosa. la 52577

PRICE, JACK. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr. Orlando. Fla
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown, Ill. 61542

RAYCROFT, R N. (C) c/o NPH*

READER, GEORGE H. D. (Ret.) Box 396, Chrisman, IIl. 61924

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave.. Bourbonnais. Ill 60914

RHAME, JOHN D. (Ret.) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo.
63701

* RICHARDS, LARRY t PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave. Indianapolis. Ind 46203

RICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C) 421 S Grand Ave, Bourbonnais, Il
60914

RIDEN, K. R (C) ¢/o NPH

RIST, LEONARD. (C) 3544 Brookgrove Dr., Grove City, Ohio 43123

ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, Okla, 73099

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln. Arlington Tex
76014

ROBINSON, TED L. (C) ¢/o NPH

+ROBISON, ROBERT | WIFE. (C) Healers. W.va 26627

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave. Nashville. Tenn 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln, Bethany, Okla
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 NW 97th St. Miami Fla
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte 1. Lynchburg, Tenn 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN (R) Box 204 La Vergne. Tenn 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, E H. (C) 401 S Oak St. Sapulpa Okla 74066

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C)311 N Third Ave, Saginaw, Mich 48607

SCARLETT, DON. (C) 1806 Auburn St., Speedway, Ind. 46224

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (Ret.) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City,
Okla. 73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (

SCOTT, CHARLES. (R)
Ind 47601

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave
Ashland. Ky 41101

+SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittshurg, Il 62974

#SHARP, CHARLES | FAMILY. (C) Rte 2. Box 216 D, Vicksburg
Mich 49097

SHARPLES, J. J, & MRS, (R) 41 James Ave. Yorkton, Saskatchewan
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln . SI Marys, Ohio 45885

+SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr Anderson. Ind
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E (C) P.O Box 1083. Hendersonville Tenn 37075

+SIPES EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) Box 486, Bucklin, Kans. 67834
(full-time)

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave, San Diego Calif 92117

*SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St Rising Sun. Ind 47040

#SLATER, GLENN | VERA (C) 320 S 22nd St. Independence
Kans 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937 Bethany. Okla 73008

+SMITH, DUANE (C) ¢ o NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 5050 Garford No. 89, Long Beach, Calif,
90815

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd . Snover Mich 48472

+SMITH, OTTIS E, JR. t MARGUERITE (C) 60 Grant S't, Tidioute
Pa 16351

SMITH, R. A (C) 8377 Wadsworth, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

SNELL, DALE E (R) 814 Paradise Ln. Colorado Springs Colo

80904 (full-time)
tsw

(C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich 49221
C) 8642 Cherry Ln, Alta Loma. Calif 91701
1206 Tower Dr Rte 1 Box 424 Boonville.



SNIDER, C. W. (C) 706 S. 15th St.,, Vincennes, Ind 47591

SNOW, DONALD E (C) 58 Baylis. SW, Grand Rapids, Mich 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave . Nashville Tenn 37210

#SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C) c/o NPH

SPROWLS, EARLL. (Cic o NPH"

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany. Okla 73008

STARNES, SAM. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, Ill. 60915

STEELE, J. I. (Ret) 1020 W Stanford, Springfield, Mo 65807

STEEN, CURTIS. (C) 6809 N.W. 25th, Bethany, Okla 73008

STEGAL, DAVID. (R) Rte 2, Box 139. Yukon. Okla 73099 (full time)

STEWART, PAUL i. (C) Box 90 lasper. Ala 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave. N.W, Rochester, Minn
55901

*STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd . Lot 127.
Colorado Springs, Colo 80910

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte 1, Ramsey, Ind 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave. Springfield. Ohio
45503

STUBBS, LLOYD A (C) Rte. 3. Waverly. Ohio 45690

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Glenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla
73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER S EULETA, (C) Rte 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove.
Ky 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H. (Ret.) 409 N.E. 13th St.. Abilene, Kans. 67410

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Or,
Redding. Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N Limit. Colorado Springs. Colo 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440

#TEASDALE, ELLIS & RUTH. (Ret.) 58333 Ironwood Dr., Elkhart
Ind. 46514

THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) Box 682, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050

THOMAS, W. FRED. (Ret.) 521 Ideal St. Milan. Mich 48160

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy. Craig. Mo. 64437

THOMPSON, HAROLD. (Ret.) 644 E Walnut St., Blytheville, Ark.
72315

+THORNTON, RON L. (C) Rte. 3. Box 301, Colona, Ill. 61241

THORNTON, WALLACE. (C) Rte. 4, Box 49 B, Somerset, Ky. 42501

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petershurg, Tex. 79250

TOSTI, TONY. (Ret.) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave., Vancouver, Wash. 98662

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER. BILL 8 JEANETTE. (C) PO Box 3204. La Vale Md
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

STEWARDSHIP

TURBYFILL, M. L. (Ret) 6812 N.W. 29th Terr., Bethany, Okla.
73008

#TURNOCK, JIM & D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

UNDERWOOD, G. F. & MRS. (Ret.) 150 Shadylane Cir. Ct,
Warren. Ohio 44483 (full-time)

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N 37th PL. Phoenix, Ariz
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich, 49002

VAUGHN, VOLA L. (R) 9400-93 St. N, Seminole, Fla. 33541
(full-time)

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview In., Dallas, Tex. 75228

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (Ret.) Preacher 8, Chalk Artist, 1001
Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901

*WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial. Danville, III.
61832

*WELCH, RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts No 5. Madison.
Tenn. 37115

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St.. Charleston Heights, S.C. 29405

WELLS, KENNETH & LILY. (Ret.) Box 1043, Whitefish, Mont. 59937

WEST, EDNA. (C) 910 Carlisle St., Colorado Springs. Colo. 80907

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N Blake, Olathe, Kans 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER, (C) P.O. Box 3232, Bartlesville, Okla. 74003

#WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St. Columbus. Ind. 47201
(full-time)

WILLIAMS, G. W, (C) 2200 Elva Dr.. Kokomo. Ind. 46901

WILLIAMS, LARRY. (C) 1418 Columbia Dr., Longview, Tex. 75601

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 NW 30th Terr. Bethany.
Okla. 73008

WILSON, ROBERT J. (C) Rte. 2. Box 139. Lexington, Ala. 35648

WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) P.O. Box 122, Mount Erie. Ill. 62446

WINGARD, TOM. (C) 1705 Madison Ave., Greenshoro, N.C, 27403

#WISEHART, LENNY & JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3987 4th St., Riverside. Calif. 92501

WOODWARD, GEORGE. (Ret.) Rte. 2, Ermas, Box 149C, Cape May,
N.J. 08204

WOODWARD, S. OREN. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

WOOLMAN, J. L. (Ret.) 1025 S.W. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73139

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) ¢/o NPH

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162, Winfield. Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort. Ky. 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (C) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa. 15102

r__ - - - - - - -——
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God Is Balanced

that
the

t's probably the extremist
I start things

but it

happening in
world, takes the balanced
folk to keep them going.

Some of us are extreme by nature.
If we get a new idea, thought, or
truth, we create waves wherever we
go. Someone said, “Truth carried to
its furthest extreme ends up in
error.”

A college boy in my class said,
“Too much of anything isn’'t good for
anybody.” | tucked it away for
further thought.

If you earn $1 million but lose your
family and home, that can hardly
be termed a success.

If you make $1 million but lose
your health through excessive work
and sleepless nights, that can hardly
be success.

A mother who devotes every spare
moment to community projects and
leaves a husband and children to
come home to a messy house, can
hardly be termed a success.

The Christian woman who trots to
four or five Bible studies a week and
fails to be there when little tots cry
or teenagers call, can hardly be
termed a success.

Our writer for the next six months will be
Mrs. Don Polston, pastor’s wife of Sunnyside
Temple Wesleyan, Waterloo, la.

August, 1977

It seems nearly everything de-
mands a radical start to survive. But
true success will avoid extremes.
Success or happiness is not a happen-
ing, it's a journey.

God is balanced. His clock runs
smoothly. The rhythm of His uni-
verse, the cycle of His seasons, the
planting and harvesttime all tell us
of a Creator who has method and
plan in His world.

When we resist the laws of God, we
create imbalance. There was a time
when God awakened me early to
fellowship with Him before dawn
had streaked the earth. I am a strong
believer in bearing the yoke in your
youth. Whatever strong disciplines
need to be developed, the youth who
bears the yoke the earliest has the
most going for him.

But at this particular time | am
able to accept the same Scripture
which says, “It is vain for you to
rise up early ... he giveth his beloved
sleep.” Temporarily, | can fellow-
ship with God quite well after a
morning cup of coffee.

Very often people ask those they
think are mature about their quiet
time. This can be crippling to a
tender person who tries to immitate
rather than know God for himself.

Coach Vince Lombardi guided his
players with the following balance:
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“There are only three things impor-
tant in your life; (1) God, (2) Your
family, (3) The Green Bay Packers.”

He was wise enough to know all
attention to the Green Bay Packers
could cause a family breakdown. A
discouraged player is not a good
player. He was wise enough to put
God first. However, all God with no
family life is unnatural. He knew
God was in a family, and God was
in the Green Bay Packers.

When you know God rightly, you'll
know God is in the PTA, the football
team your son plays on, the lonely
widow next door who needs some
fresh-baked cookies, the hot meal
and the big kiss which awaits the
man of your life at evening.

Yes, God is balanced. “Jesus went
about doing good.” I'd call that bal-
anced.

Balance in all things brings about
happiness. The greater the person,
the more balanced their living habits.

Invariably the people you see at
the top are family people. They work
when they work and play when they
play.

My husband is a very busy man.
We like to make a game out of clean-
ing the house and cooking the meals.
We like to keep that childlike won-
der. When he shuts that door at
night, we have a party. Sometimes
we eat on the sun porch, sometimes
in the dining room in our big fan
chairs, sometimes in the family room
at the ice cream table. It has helped
us to maintain balance in the midst
of a world of need, problems, and
perplexities.

I wish I had known more about
balance earlier in my life. As ayoung
wife | thought there was no end to
my human resources. | taught school,
traveled speaking and singing with
my husband, tried to keep up with
all his calls, and prayed all hours of
the night. Today | know | have this
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treasure in an earthen vessel, and |
am responsible to take care of the
Lord’s temple. Your being is sacred.
The body of Moses was contended
for by Satan, so there must be a
special something about these body-
temples of ours.

There are all kinds of “olics” in
the world. There are alcoholics, gam-
ble-olics, work-olics, book-olics, nag-
olics, negative-olics. All of these are
forms of obsession. Emerson said, “A
man is what he thinks about all day
long.” We must bring our minds and
our bodies under control of Christ
and let nothing dominate or control
us. Paul said he kept his body
“under.” He was in charge.

You are responsible for your
choices, your attitudes, and your
thoughts. Your life today is a sum
total of all three—your choices, your
attitudes, and your thoughts. In
Christ we are given the power
to make new choices, have new
thoughts, and form new attitudes.
No man in Christ is any longer a
victim. Whatever his past, he can
rise above it for he is made new. He
can choose which thoughts he allows
to remain in his mind.

God wants to put our lives in
balance. Many of us get out of bal-
ance because we are trying to change
other people’s lives. We can never
change anyone by direct action. We
can only change ourselves. Then
when we change, others change in
reaction to us.

“Live and let live.” “Let go and
let God.” These short phrases have
taken the tense, aggressive spirit
from me. I am not responsible to
change people. The best | can do is
try to live in perfect harmony with
God and my fellowman. When 1 let
go, the other man feels the release
and he’s free to improve without my
manipulation.

Letting go is not easy if you have
been tense and aggressive. You must

The Preacher’s Magazine



first of all make a clean, clear-cut
decision that you want to change.
If you've been programmed to much
negative control in your life, you are
like one that is addicted. Change
does not come easily or quickly.
But start approving of yourself,
of others, and the world around you.
Start blessing all the people you
meet. Refuse to see them with a nega-
tive eye. Just as surely as you created
bad habits, you can create new ones
by repetition. It takes time to re-
place negativism with positives. It
will definitely happen if you make a
deliberate choice to change.
Balance your work, play, laughter,
reading, praying, giving, and your
smiling. Every day can be a purpose-
ful day when happiness is a habit.
Don’t wait for the proper time to be
happy. That day may never come.

Today is the day of salvation, and
today is the day to be happy.

I decide how to budget my work at
the beginning so | don’t come to the
end wondering what I've done. |
make a mental note of people who
might need me, then make a tele-
phone call for appointments and put
it on my calendar. | am constantly
making lists of people | think need
a word of cheer or encouragement.
It's surprising when | balance my
time how much I can get done in a
week. | never go to the beauty shop
without a book or writing paper. In
fact, I am known for my bag of books
and supplies which go everywhere
with me.

God is balance. | want to live in
balance, redeeming the time. “The
race is not to the swift but the faith-
ful.”

Sermon of the Month

The Faith That Pleases God

By Mervin L. Chaplin*

noch walked with God” (Gen. 5:24).
“Before his translation he had this

in Middlebury, Vt.: “1 put my wife be-
neath this stone for her repose and for my

testimony, that he pleased God” (Hebown.” One from a cemetery near Union-

11:5).

The Ripley’s Believe It or Not Museum
in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, boasts
a display called “The World's Strangest
Graveyard.” The collection claims to
have copies of the world’s most somber,
most forbidding, most weird, and most
humorous headstones. For example, there
is the epitaph copied from a tombstone

«Director of Publications, Russ Reid Co., Pasa-
dena.

August, 1977

town, Pa., says: “Here lies the body of
Jonathan Blake, stepped on the gas in-
stead of the brake.” Another marker sim-
ply gives the deceased man’s name but
follows it with “February 30”—a rather
improbable date!

Ripley’s display is fascinating and in-
credible. But the fifth chapter of Genesis
records something even more sensational.
Reading the chapter gives one the im-
pression that he is walking through a
cemetery and reading epitaphs. After a
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while he becomes bored, for he discovers
that the headstones were erected for face-
less nobodies, and that all their inscrip-

tions are identical. “Enos lived . . . begat
Cainan ...and ... died” (9-11); “ Cainan
lived . . . begat Mahalaleel . . .and . ..
died” (12-14); “Mahalaleel lived . . . be-
gat Jared . . . and . died” (15 17)
“Jared lived . . . begat Enoch and ...
died” (18-20)

But with Enoch the dirge of death is
interrupted. The reader finds no tomb-
stone for Enoch, for Enoch didn’t need a
tomb. Enoch didn’t die. The Bible states
that “he was not; for God took him”
(5:24). In place of the headstone is a me-
morial, and etched on it are the words,
“He pleased God” (Heb. 11:5).

In the story of Enoch, we have an
example of the faith that pleases God. It
is a private faith, but it proves itself in
social situations. This is the kind of faith
we must have today if our lives are to
have God'’s approval and blessing.

Faith in one’s personal walk

The faith that pleases God manifests
itself, first of all, in one’s personal walk.
This was the most noticeable fact of
Enoch’s life—he “walked with God”
(Gen. 5:22, 24).

The word walk is used frequently in
Scripture to indicate faithfulness to and
fellowship with God. God is not some
austere tyrant detached from the cares
and concerns of His creatures. He isa lov-
ing Person who desires communion with
His people. He said to Abram, “Walk be-
fore me, and be thou perfect” (Gen. 17:1).
He pointed out the way to Isaiah and
said, “Walk ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Chris-
tians are exhorted to “walk in newness of
life” (Rom. 6:4), not after the flesh (8:1),
but in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). By faith
(2 Cor. 5:7) they are to walk worthy of
their calling (Eph. 4:1), in honesty (Rom.
13:13), wisdom (Col. 4:5), and truth (3
John 4). As children of light, they are
called upon to walk circumspectly (Eph.
5:15), fulfilling God’'s commandments
(2 John 6), in love (Eph. 5:2).

Walking with God is a private experi-
ence which must be practiced by faith. It
is only through faith that man can please
God and have fellowship with Him.
“Without faith it is impossible to please
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him: for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve .. (Heb. 11:6).

Enoch was pleasing to God because he
believed in Him and lived in the power of
that personal faith.

The faith that God expects must be
continuously exercised. A certain woman
apologized to guests for the condition of
her tarnished silver tea service. As she
took it from the cabinet, she said, “It's
awfully tarnished. | don’t use it enough
to keep it bright.” If our lives are to he
kept bright and free from spiritual tar-
nish, faith must be applied to them at
all times.

Faith in one’s practical work

The faith that pleases God also mani-
fests itself in one’s practical work. Enoch
lived a normal life, and his family and so-
cial relationships were no handicap to his
devotion. He had all the duties, distrac-
tions, and complications of such respon-
sibilities, but he hallowed them all with
the sense of divine fellowship.

Some people never understand that
God wants their fellowship in the midst
of their everyday concerns. It is said that
in the Middle Ages, Angela of Foligbo
was glad when her husband and children
died so that she could spend all her time
contemplating the love of God. Spiritual-
ity is always in danger of passing into
empty sentimentality. If our “faith”
beckons us to escape from the common-
place, it is dangerous and false. God calls
upon us to serve Him in the discharge of
our daily duties.

Brother Lawrence, the awkward, uned-
ucated country boy who served as a cook
in a French monastery about three cen-
turies ago, learned the secret of working
with God. He began to enjoy his menial
work in the kitchen, which he had previ-
ously despised. His health improved. His
pattern of living became characterized by
poise, serenity, and increased efficiency.
“The time of business,” he wrote, “does
not differ with me from the time of
prayer, and in the noise and clatter of the
kitchen, while several persons are at the
same time calling for different things, |
possess God in as great tranquillity as if
I were upon my knees” (Practice of the
Presence of God, Revell).

Enoch, like Brother Lawrence, had
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learned to practice the presence of God in
his daily round of activities. We must
learn this too. “Whatever you do,” Paul
instructed the Colossians, “put your
whole heart and soul into it, as into work
done for the Lord, and not merely for men
—knowing that your real reward, a heav-
enly one, will come from the Lord, since
you are actually employed by the Lord
Christ, and not just by your earthly mas-
ter” (Col. 3:23-24, Phillips).1

Faith in one’s public witness

The faith that is pleasing to God mani-
fests itself, finally, in one’s public wit-
ness. From the Bible’s description of the
age in which Enoch lived, we know that
humanity had reached the peak of pride
and had plumbed the depths of godless-
ness, scorn, and violence. It was to this
type of society that Enoch witnessed.
“Enoch . . . prophesied . . . Behold, the
Lord cometh ... to execute judgment”
(Jude 14-15).

Enoch witnessed for God during a
nightmare of moral and spiritual dark-
ness. It was a period approaching a
climax when, in mercy to unborn gener-
ations, God would wipe out the entire hu-
man race except for Noah and his family.
Enoch didn’t compromise with the world,
but he didn’'t withdraw from it either. He
maintained and proclaimed his faith in
God when almost everyone else was for-
saking Him.

Although one’s faith in God is personal,
one cannot hold it long without either
sharing it or losing it. Very definitely,
Jesus prayed that His people would be
preserved from the contamination of the
world. But He did not pray that they
should be removed from the earth.

1. From The New Testament in Modern English,

copyright © by J. B. Phillips, 1958. Used by per-
mission of the Macmillan Co.

A few years ago, Pogo appeared in one
of his comic strips with his back propped
against a fallen log. A strange animal
came along the trail. Pogo stopped him
and asked him to identify himself. The
newcomer explained that he was a carrier
pigeon. Skeptical of the creature, Pogo
asked what it was that he carried. “Mes-
sages,” the bird replied, hanging his
head. “1 had a message, but I put itin my
shoe. Done walked so long | wore a hole
in my sole, an’ I lost my message through
the hole.” There are many today who are
walking the rough roads of life, facing
daily cares alone and wearing holes in
their souls.

We must constantly realize that God is
with us and that we need not make our
way through life alone. It is true that
walking implies movement, and moving
implies friction, and friction implies ob-
stacles. But it is also true that God has
provided the strength necessary to over-
come those hardships, and we can have
as much divine help as we will appropri-
ate.

A little girl was telling her version of
the story of Enoch. “ God was accustomed
to taking walks with Enoch,” she ex-
plained. “One day they went a little
farther than usual, and God said, ‘Enoch,
you're a long way from home, and you
look very tired. You'd better come in and
rest awhile.’ So Enoch went into God'’s
house and found it so comfortable that he
has stayed there ever since.”

Jesus may return in our generation and
snatch us from our daily routine, as the
Father did with Enoch. Or He may call
us forth from the grave when the day of
His kingdom has come. In either case, we
can be prepared to stand before Him un-
ashamedly if we know that our faith has
been pleasing to Him.

THE PRICE OF REVIVAL

A clergyman was walking along a road where he observed a man
breaking stones, and kneeling on the ground to do it more effectively.
As he passed, he said to the man, “Friend, | wish | could break the
stony hearts of my hearers as easily as you are breaking those

stones.”

“Perhaps, Pastor,” the man replied, “you do not work on your

knees—that’s the secret.”

August, 1977
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The Influence of a Church

Paul, writing to the church at Thes-
salonica, mentions three things that
stand out in the New International Ver-
sion.1 In the phrases one could find
some “starting points.” They are found
in 1 Thess. 1:3.

1. “Work produced by faith.” 1 like
the insertion of the word “produced” for
it adds a new dimension to the verse.

2. “Labor prompted by love.” Again,
the word “prompted” adds new depth to
the work of the church. “Prompted by
love” has to be one of the most exciting
phrases in this context. You could go a
long way on a thought like this.

3. “Endurance inspired by hope.” This
phrase adds new meaning to the kind of
endurance the Thessalonian church
had—it was inspired by hope, and that
had to be the hope of the Lord’s resur-
rection.

Fosdick’s Prayer

Harry Emerson Fosdick’s own prayer
as he got up to preach was always,
“ Somewhere in this congregation is one
person who desperately needs what | am
going to say; O God, help me to get at
him.”

The impact and meaning of this prayer
comes back to me, ever and again. It is
a reminder of the plaque many of us have
on our pulpits which simply states: “ Sir,
we would see Jesus.”

by
C. Neil Strait

Pastor, First
Church of the Nazarene
Lansing, Mich.
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Some Thoughts on Peace

John 14:27, in The Living Bible,2 re-
fers to peace as God'’s gift to us. Here are
some thoughts on the gift of peace:

1. The individuality of the gift. “I am
leaving you with a gift—peace of mind
and heart.”

2. The identity of the gift. “Peace of
mind and heart.”

3. The immeasurability of the gift.
“Peace of mind and heart.”

4. The indestructibility of the gift.
“And the peace | give isn't fragile like
the peace the world gives.”

5. The invitation of the gift. “ So don’t
be troubled or afraid.”

God with Us

While Matt. 1:21-23 is mostly an Ad-
vent-related context, yet it is appro-
priate for any time of the year. Here are
some “starters” from the verses.

1. The deliverance that is adequate
(1:21), “And she will bear a Son; and
you shall call His name Jesus, for it is
He who will save His people from their
sins” (NASB).3

One meaning of the word “Save” is to
“put in a place of safety.” Our deliver-
ance, through Christ, is certainly one of
safety, for we are covered by Christ’s re-
demptive blood.

Adam Clarke reminds us that the
gospel does not make allowance for sin;
it makes atonement for sin.

2. The prophecy that is assuring (1:
22), “Now all this took place that what
was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet might be fulfilled.”

The prophecy referred to is from lIsa.
7:14, “Therefore the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold a virgin will be
with child and bear a son, and she will
call His name Immanuel” (NASB). This
assurance was given to Ahaz at a critical
time in the kingdom of Judah. This
prophecy comes as assurance that God
is still holding the hand of history.

1. From The New International Version, copyright
1973 by New York Bible Society International. Used
by permission.

2. The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by permission.

3. From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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3. The birth that is atoning (1:23), dwelt among us and we beheld his glory,

“Behold the virgin shall be with child,
and shall bear a Son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel, which trans-
lated means ‘God with us.'” (Or, lit-
erally, “the strong God with us.”)

Two verses add significance here. John
1:14, “And the word became flesh and

Seeds for

We invite you this month to read the
Book of Job. To properly understand
this old, old story, one must give
special attention to the opening and
closing chapters of the book. There are
many truths in Job. We shall note a
few of the basics.

August 7

WHAT DOES SATAN SAY
ABOUT YOU?
Scripture: Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6
Text: “Satan . . . said, Doth Job fear
God for nought?” (1:9).

Introduction: In Job we find an inter-
esting study of what Satan, God, and

by
Mark E. Moore

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Sylvania, Ohio

August, 1977

glory as of the only begotten from the
father, full of grace and truth.” And 1
Tim. 3:16, “And God was manifested in
the flesh.”

There was bom into our predicament
the atoning authority of God, that dispels
forever the despair of sin.

Sermons

your friends say about you, and what
you say about yourself. Today we con-
sider the first. Remember, Satan is a
person. He is “the accuser of our breth-
ren . . . before our God” (Rev. 12:10).
What does he say about you?

I. Serve Yourself (1:9-11)

Satan is no fool. He knows it pays to
serve the Lord. The normal testimony of
a Christian is how much better life is
than when they served Satan. Thus
Satan attacks our motive and sees only
selfishness. Satan will not admit it, but
he knows he is a hard taskmaster, so he
ridicules one who serves the Lord by
saying he only does it selfishly. Satan
cannot imagine one could lose all, then
worship and bless the Lord (1:20-21).

n. Save Yourself (2:4-5)

Notice the similarity between Satan's
temptation here and of his temptation
of Jesus in Matt. 16:21-23. John Wesley
in his New Testament uses the expression
“Favor thyself, Lord” in v. 22. Some
translators say: “Save thyself.” Jesus
reply was: “Get thee behind me, Satan.”
The second stanza of Satan’s selfish song
is “save yourself.” On the contrary, when
Jesus bids us take up our cross and follow
Him, He knows some pain will be in-
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volved. Satan says, When it hurts, curse
and quit.

HI. Satan Is Selfish

The basic nature of Satan is the self-
ishness of carnality. He is totally adverse
to submission to God. Therefore he
judges others by the nature he lives by.
This is the normal nature of persons. We
judge others by the motives and nature
we ourselves live by. Ever remember that
Satan is a liar and the father of lies.

Conclusion: Paul, in Eph. 6:10-18, tells
us our sure defense against the lies of the
devil is the protective armor of God.
“For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world.”

August 14
WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT YOU?

Scripture: Job 1:8; 2:3; 42:8

Text: “...Job ... aperfect and an up-
right man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast
his integrity . . .” (2:3).

Introduction: Paul wrote: “We are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works” (Eph. 2:10). Whenever
we have done a fine piece of workman-
ship, we feel pride in showing it off. When
our children excel, we are proud to tell
others about them. As we study Job
today, we ask ourselves, Would God
choose us as an example of His workman-
ship as He did Job? What is God’s im-
pression of you?

I. A Perfect M an (1:8)

The concept of perfection did not begin
at Pentecost. There is a perfection of
love, motive, obedience, surrender that
God delights in in His children. It was
found in Noah: “Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah
walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). Also in
Abraham: “ The Lord appeared to
Abram, and said unto him, | am the
Almighty God; walk before me, and be
thou perfect” (Gen. 17:1). This per-
fection was positive, negative, and active.
Job feared God—positive. He eschewed
evil—negative. He was a servant—active.
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He continually prayed for his family
(1:5). In all areas of his life he served
the Lord. The fact that he did not offend
in word (James 3:2; Job 1:22) attests to
his perfection.

Il. APersistent Man (2:3)

Even in this first cycle of testing, Job
was not enjoying it, and God was suf-
fering along with him—*thou movedst
me against him.” But God rejoices in
the persistence of Job. Job had settled
the battle of material things (1:21) and
kept trusting God. His wife (2:9) said:
“Dost thou still retain thine integrity?”
which has the same meaning as retain
thine perfection. I am often reminded
that only four words really count when
| stand before God in the Judgment:
“Thou hast been faithful.”

Ill. A Praying Mman (42:8)

Does God hear your prayers? He would
not listen to those of Job’s friends, but
would hearken to Job’s. His friends had
not spoken right things (42:7), but Job
had. They needed repentance; Job did
not. God’'s wrath was toward Job's
friends; His ear toward Job. When Job
prayed for his friends, God showed mercy
toward them and began to bless Job in
a new way (42:10).

Conclusion: As Satan judged Job accord-
ing to his own nature—selfishly—God
judges Job according to His nature of
righteousness. A fact worthy of a sermon
in itself is that Job referred to God as
“the Almighty.” Far above anyone else
in the Bible, Job survived the testing
days, for he believed in a big God—the
Almighty.

August 21

WHAT DO YOUR FRIENDS SAY
ABOUT YOU?

Text: “Now when Job’s three friends
heard of all this evil that was come upon
him . . . they had made an appointment
together to come to mourn with him and
to comfort him” (2:11).

Introduction: One wonders if this “ap-
pointment together” of these men from
three different areas had not been
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planned by the one seeking to destroy
Job’s faith in God. Their words were to
reprove Job rather than to restore him.
In this large section of the book (chap-
ters 3—31) these men have three rounds
of speeches, and Job answers them one
by one. Their speeches are wordy and
repetitious, so we will note only a key
thought from each of the men. We will
not consider Elihu (chapters 32—37) who
spoke much and said little.

l. You're
Sin

Eliphaz in all three of his speeches
attacks Job’s character (4:7-8). He also
relies on and repeats several times a
vision he had (4:12-21). We are warned
to “try the spirits,” and here (v. 15) the
spirit’'s message is out of harmony with
God; e.g., v. 18, “he [God] put no trust
in his servants.” And yet God had full
trust in His servant Job. Job’s reply
culminating in 7:20-21, “I have sinned,”
should read, “If I sin” (BBC). Job be-
lieves in a God of love and justice who
shows mercy on the penitent. However,
he affirms, there is no basis to say I
have sinned.

Suffering Because of Your

n. You're Suffering Because of Your
Children’'s Sins

Bildad (8:4-6) infers that Job is suf-
fering because of his children’s sins; and
though Satan brought about their deaths,
it is all charged against Job. Again
human lips are speaking Satan’s words.
Job answers with the omniscience of God
and his own clear conscience: “1 am not
wicked” (10:7).

HIl. You're
gotten Gain

Zophar's second speech climaxes with:
“This is the portion of a wicked man.”
“The heaven shall reveal his iniquity . . .
The increase of his house shall depart”
(20:29, 27-28). Three “friends” trying to
explain what they did not understand,
and none of them worthy to “cast the
first stone.” Job’s reply is classic: “In
your answers there remaineth falsehood”
(21:34).

Suffering Because of IlI11-

Conclusion: One time my wife went
through a very severe and long trial when
“friends” falsely accused her. One day
God gave her this promise of assurance:
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“And thine enemies shall be found liars
unto thee” (Deut. 33:29). The testing
was severe, but God’s promise was sure.
And on this note the story of Job ends.

August 28

WHAT DO YOU SAY
ABOUT YOURSELF?

Text: “l am not inferior to you” (Job
12:3).

Introduction: Dr. James Hamilton of
our seminary would urge everyone to
have a right esteem of themselves. The
Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, said:
“Let no man despise thy youth” (1 Tim.
4:12). Jesus answered the Pharisees who
tried to belittle Him: “My record is
true: for 1 know whence | came, and
whither 1 go” (John 8:14). Job’s clear
conscience of a clean character gave him
the inner assurance that he needed.

l. I Know Who | Am (12:3)

A common testing of Satan is to make
the believer feel inferior. Job had a right
esteem of himself. This he refused to be
undermined.

n. Il Know My Past (23:10-12)

Job knew he stood on a firm faith
founded on fact. | have kept His com-
mandments. | have walked in His ways.
I know this, and God knows it too. There-
fore 1 know I shall come forth as gold.

HI. 1 Know My Present (27:2-6)

I will hold fast my integrity and my
righteousness. Job had good head religion
as well as heart religion. Years ago, |
heard Dr. R. V. DelLong say: “When
falsely accused, if my friends won't de-
fend me, if my reputation won't defend
me, if my God won't defend me, there is
little | can do to defend myself.” Job
was at his last line of defense, and here
he firmly stood.

IV. | Know My Future (19:25-27)

Job, like Jesus in Gethsemane, laments
his aloneness. His friends, servants, and
household have forgotten him (19:13-
19). By faith he looks beyond all human
resources and sees his Redeemer. This is
faith beyond his times.
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V. I Know My God (42:1-6)

Here is his final report of self-esteem.
Having seen God in a deeper revelation,
he now sees himself in a new light. God'’s
counsel and wisdom is beyond under-
standing. | “repent” —confess my wisdom
is foolishness before God.

Conclusion: “Job . prayed for his
friends” (42:10). | wish Job could come
back today, lay one hand upon my head
and one upon yours, and pray for us. |
know my prayer is, “O for a faith that
will not shrink.”

2 Corinthians 8—9

“We do you to wit” (8:1)

Obviously this communicates nothing
intelligible to the modern reader. The
Greek simply says gnorizomen hymin,
“we make known to you.”

The verb gnorizo occurs 24 times in
the NT, and in the KJV is translated
“make known” 16 times. Only here is it
rendered “do to wit,” and in Phil. 1:22
“wot.” Both these terms, of course, have
been obsolete for centuries.

“Liberality” or “ Generosity” ? (8:2)

The word haplotes occurs eight times
in the NT. Three times it is translated
“simplicity”—1:12; 11:3; Rom. 12:8 (see
comments there). Here it is “liberality,”
in 9:11 “bountifulness,” and in 9:13
“liberal.” In Eph. 6:5 and Col. 3:22, it
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is “singleness.” (These two passages are
closely parallel to each other.).

“Liberality” fits very well here. Per-
haps “generosity” (N1V)1is slightly more
contemporary.

“Gift” or “Favor”? (8:4)

In the KJV the noun charis is trans-
lated “grace” 130 out of the 156 times
it occurs in the NT. The next most fre-
quent translation is “favor” (6 times),
which fits best here (NASB).2 Only in
this one passage is it translated “gift.”

“Grace” or “Gracious Work”? (8:6-7)

In these two verses “grace” (KJV) is
charis in the Greek. Since Paul here is
talking about the Corinthian Christians
taking up an offering for “the poor saints
in Jerusalem” (Rom. 15:26), “gracious
work” (NASB) is a little more specific.

This passage emphasizes the impor-
tant fact that giving is a grace. This is
brought out beautifully in the NIV of
v. 7. “see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.”

“The Grace of Giving” would make an
excellent sermon title. The thought is
elaborated further in vv. 9 and 19.

“Forward” or “Desire”? (8:10)

Any thoughtful reader will see that
the last clause of this verse in the KJV
does not make any logical sense. The
Greek for “forward” is thelein, which
means “to be willing” or “desire”
(NASB, NIV). It is correctly translated
“to will” inv. 11. The second halfofv. 10
is rendered very helpfully in the NIV:
“Last year you were the first not only
to give but also to have the desire to do
so.”

“Perform” or “Finish”? (8:11)

“Perform” and “performance” (KJV)
are more accurately rendered “finish”
and “completion” (NASB, NIV). The
verb is epiteleo, which is correctly trans-
lated “finish” in v. 6. “Performance” is
the articular (aorist) infinitive of the
same verb (to epitelesai, “the to have
completed”).

1. From The New International Version, copyright

© 1973 by New York Bible Society International.
Used by permission.

2. From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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“First” or “Present”? (8:12)
Instead of “there be first,” the NASB
has “is present” (cf. NIV). The verb
prokeimai means “lie before, be present”
(A-G, p. 714).

“Readiness” or “Willingness”?
(8:11-12, 19)

The Greek word prothymia occurs five
times in the NT and is translated five
different ways in the KJV. It is found
four times in the immediate context: in
this chapter “readiness” (v. 11), “willing
mind” (v. 12), “ready mind” (v. 19), and
in 9:2 “forwardness of mind.” In Acts
17:11 it is “readiness of mind.”

The noun means “eagerness, willing-
ness, readiness” (A-G, p. 38). The NIV
uses “eagerness” in Acts, and in 11:19;
9:2; but “willingness” in 8:11-12. The
NASB has “eagerness” in Acts and
“readiness” in 2 Corinthians. Rengstorf
suggests “cheerful resolution” for the
passages in 2 Corinthians (TDNT, 6:700).

“ Exhortation” or “ Appeal”? (8:17)

Arndt and Gingrich give three basic
meanings for paraclesis: (1) “exhorta-
tion,” (2) “appeal,” (3) “comfort.” They
comment: “2 Cor. 8:17 could stand under
1, but probably may better be classed
with 2" (p. 623). In keeping with this,
we favor “appeal” (RSV,3NASB, NIV).
It seems to fit better here.

“Of His Own Accord” (8:17)

The Greek adjective authairetos is
found (in NT) only here and in v. 3 (“of
themselves”). It is compounded of autos,
“self,” and the verb haireomai, “choose.”
So it basically means “self-chosen.” The
NIV has here “on his own initiative.”

“ Chosen” (8:19)

The verb cheirotoneo is found only here
and in Acts 14:23—*“ordained”; better
“appointed” (RSV, NASB, NIV). It
comes from cheir, “hand,” and teino,
“stretch.” It originally meant “to vote
by stretching out the hand” in the
Athenian assembly. Then it came to
mean simply “appoint.” Lohse says that
the sense here is “to select” (TDNT,
9:437).

3. From the Revised Standard Version of the Bi-

ble, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.
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“Providing”’ or “Taking Pains”?
(8:21)

The verb pronoeo (only here, Rom.
12:17; 1 Tim. 5:8) literally means “think
of beforehand” and so “take care, care
for, provide” (A-G, p. 715). Behm says
that here and in Rom. 12:17 (closely
parallel passages) “the meaning is ‘to
have regard for’ what is noble and praise-
worthy” (TDNT, 4:1011). “Honest
things” (KJV) as the object of this verb
is too narrow for kala, which means
“good, noble” or “honorable” (RSV,
NASB).

“Fellow Helper” or
“Fellow Worker”? (8:23)

The Greek word Ssynergos is compound-
ed of syn, “together,” and ergon “work.”
So it clearly means “fellow worker”
(NASB, NIV).

“Messengers” or “Representatives” ?
(8:23)

Apostolos occurs 81 times in the NT
and is translated “apostle” 78 times in
the KJV. Only here and in Phil. 2:25 is
it rendered “messenger.” In John 13:16
it is “he that is sent.” The word literally
means “one sent on an errand or with a
commission.” Here it refers to the ap-
pointed “representatives” (NIV) from
the various churches who traveled with
the offering to Jerusalem.

“Shew ... Proof” (8:24)

There is a play on words here in the
Greek that doesn't show up in English
translations. The verb “show” is endeik-
nymi, which in the middle (as here)
means “to show forth, prove” (A-S, p.
152). “Proof’ is the noun endeixis, which
comes from this verb. It means a proof
in the sense of something that is clearly
shown to be.

“Provoke” or “Stir”? (9:2)

The verb erethizois is found only twice
in the NT. In Col. 3:21 it has the bad
sense “provoke” or “irritate.” But here
it is used in the good sense of “stir” or
“stimulate.” Since *“provoke” usually
carries a bad connotation today, “stir”
is more satisfactory here.

“In Vain” or * Made Empty”? (9:3)
The verb is kenoo, which comes from
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the adjective kenos, “empty.” So it
means “made empty” (NASB).

“Make Up Beforehand” (9:5)
This is one word in Greek, the verb
prokatartizo (only here in NT). The idea
is: “finish the arrangements” (NIV).

“Bounty” or “Generous Gift”? (9:5)

The noun enlogia occurs twice in this
verse and twice in v. 6 (“bountifully”).
Its regular meaning is “blessing,” and
that is the way it is translated 11 out of
its 16 occurrences in the NT. (In Rom.
16:18 it is rendered “fair speech,” its
etymological sense.)

Arndt and Gingrich point out well the
transition to its meaning in these two
verses. They write: “Since the concept
of blessing carries with it the idea of
bounty, eulogia gains the meaning bount-
iful gift, bounty” (p. 323).

Beyer finds a connection with the verb
“bless” (eulogeo) in Matt. 4:44—*“Bless
them that curse you.” He writes: “Be-
cause it springs from such unconditional
love, eulogia can also be used ... for the
gift which Paul seeks as a collection for
Jerusalem” (TDNT, 2:763). “Generous
gift” (NIV) is perhaps slightly more con-
temporary than “bountiful gift” (NASB).

“Whereof Ye Had Notice Before”
(9:5)

This is all one word in Greek, proepe-
noelmenen. The verb proepangello is
found only here and in Rom. 1:3, where
it is translated “promised afore.” That
is probably the correct meaning here. In
the active the verb means “to announce
before.” But in the middle, as in both
these references, it means “to promise
before” (A-S, p. 380). Arndt and Ging-
rich give only the second meaning and
translate the passage “the bountiful gift
which was (previously) promised” (p.
712).

Surprisingly, Plummer writes (ICC):
“It is not quite clear that the participle
means ‘promised long before’ by the
Corinthians. It might mean ‘announced
long before’ by St. Paul” (p. 255). But
almost all recent versions and commen-
taries adopt the first meaning.

“Hilarious Giving” (9:7)
The Greek word for “cheerful” is
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hilaros (only here in NT), from which
comes “hilarious.” God loves a hilarious
giver! It is a simple fact that when people
give “generously” (v. 6, NIV), the Lord’s
blessing descends in hilarious giving.

“Always . . . all” (9:8)

This is one of the most striking verses
in the NT—"all .. .always .. .all ...
all . .. every.” And it is just as forceful
in the Greek: “pasan . . . panti pantote
pasan . . . pan.” One is tempted to say
that only Paul could have written such a
passage; it exactly reflects his enthu-
siastic personality.

“Minister” or “ Supply”? (9:10)

The verb is choregeo (only here and
1 Pet. 4:11) which comes from choros,
“chorus,” and hegeomai, “lead.” So it
meant: “ (1) to lead a choros; (2) to de-
fray the cost of a choros,” and then in
late writers metaphorically, “to supply,
furnish abundantly” (A-S, p. 482). So
the proper translation here is “supply.”
The verb “ministereth” (“supplies”) is
the intensive compound epichoregeo (5
times in NT). Incidentally, “minister”
(KJV) should be “will supply.” The verb
is future and expresses not a wish but a
promise.

“Fruits” or “Harvest”? (9:10)

“Seed” and “bread” indicate that
grain is meant, not “fruits” (KJV). The
Greek word is genema (only here in Paul).
It comes from the verb ginomai, which
means “come into being.” The correct
translation here is “harvest” (NASB,
NIV).

“ Service” (9:12)
(For a discussion of leitourgia see the
comments on Phil. 2:17.)

“ Experiment” or “Proof”? (9:13)

The correct meaning of dokime is not
“experiment” (KJV), but “ proof”
(NASB). This noun comes from the verb
dokimazo, which meant (1) “test,” (2)
“prove by testing,” (3) “approve as the
result of testing.” Plummer (ICC) com-
ments here: “Affliction tested the reality
of the Macedonians’ Christianity (viii.2),
benevolence will be a proof in the case
of the Corinthians” (p. 266). Dokime is
translated “trial” in 8:2, but “proof” in
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2:9; 13:3; and Phil. 2:22. That is what
it should be here.

“Unspeakable” or “Indescribable” ?
(9:15)

Anekdiegetos (only here in NT) con-
tains four elements: a, negative; ek,
“out”; dia, “through”; and hegeomai,
“lead.” The verb diegeomai means “to
set out in detail, describe” (A-S, p. 114).
So anekdiegetos means “inexpressible”
or “indescribable” (NASB, NIV) (A-S,
p. 35).

Life’s Echo

Text: “And with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again” (Matt.
7:2).

Introduction: Tell about Echo Canyon
in North Georgia State Park.

I. There IS an Echo from Our Choices

We have all learned that the choices
we make today will affect our tomorrows.
That's why it is so important to seek
God’s guidance in the choices we make.

A. Education

B. Profession

C. Marriage

lllus.: David

1. There IS an Echo from Our Invest-
ments

The Bible says, “Where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.” You
say you have no investments to make?

A. Our time

B. Our talents

C. Our money

Ulus.: Some of the returned P.O.W.’s
made some bad investments; some had
approximately $1 million.

There is an echo which comes from our
investments. The Lord admonishes us
to invest in the Kingdom first (Matt.
6:33).
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Ill. There Is an Echo in Our Relation-
ships

Have you ever noticed that people
tend to treat you as you treat them?

A. The world

B. The Church

C. Christ
Conclusion: The story of Haman and
Mordecai

James F. Spruill

The Strength of God

Scripture: Isa. 40:25-31

Introduction: When | say “Strength,"
you probably think of physical power—
the power to lift a weight, to jump, or
run. But there is another kind of strength
about which we should be concerned.
It is moral strength, the strength of
being.

Jesus was not exceptionally strong
physically—He fell under the weight of
the cross—but He was strong. Strong in
love, in understanding, in being—for He
is God and God is omnipotent, omni-
scient. He rules. He reigns. God can, by
His power, enable us to be victorious
Christians.

Note three things about this scripture:

I. An Unanswered Challenge— “To
whom then will ye liken me, or shall I
be equal?” (v. 25).
Illus.: Billie Jean King met the challenge
and defeated Bobby Riggs.

A. In power

B. In understanding

C. In love
Illus.: Jesus is the perfect Example. No
man could do what Jesus did. “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father.”

n. AN Unreasonable Reaction—“My
way is hid from the Lord, and my judg-
ment is passed over from my God” (v.
27).

A. “God’s strength is unavailable.”

This is unreasonable because it was
contrary to what they had heard, and
because it was contrary to what they
had experienced.

B. “God is indifferent toward me.”
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HI. An Unparattelted Result—" But
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength” (v. 31). God's strength
is:

A. Enabling strength

B. Empowering strength

C. Enduring strength

Conclusion: And what is the secret of
receiving God’s strength? It is found in
four words of v. 30: “Wait upon the
Lord.” The Hebrew word for wait means
to expect, look patiently, tarry.

This all takes time. But wise is the
Christian who has learned “Without me
ye can do nothing.”

James F. Spruill

BULLETIN BARREL

MAYBE THERE IS SOMETHING
TO EVOLUTION—

Maybe people did descend from lower
animals, because some church members
seem stubborn as mules about the Lord’s
work, sly as a fox in their business deals,
busy as bees in spreading the latest gos-
sip, quiet as a mouse in spreading the
gospel.

But they have eyes like a hawk to see
the mote in their brother's eye. They
are eager as a beaver about bar-b-ques,
but lazy as a dog about prayer meeting,
and mean as snakes when things don’t
go their way.

They are noisy as crows in calling for
the organization to advance, but slow
as snails in inviting the unsaved to
services. Many are night owls on Satur-
day night, but bedbugs on Sunday morn-
ing. They are as slippery as eels on
Sunday afternoon and scarce as hen’s
teeth on Sunday nights!

—Author unknown

Every heart without Christ is a mission
field. Every heart with Christ is a mis-
sionary.
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Christian parents should always re-
member that young people need models
in the home rather than critics.

Every sunrise is a message from God.
Every sunset is His signature.

LOST IN THE “WOULDS”
1. They WOULD go to Sunday
school, but it is their only day off.
2. They WOULD go to Sunday
school, but they are too busy.

3. They WOULD go to Sunday
school, but no one has told them about
it.

Would you help them chart their
course out of the “woulds” by invit-
ing them to study each Sunday with
you about the ONE who can guide us
through life?

Many who say, “Our Father,” on
Sunday spend the rest of the week
acting like orphans.

Worry is a thin stream of fear trickling
through the mind. Ifencouraged, it cuts a
channel into which all other thoughts
drain.

* * *

Forget the times of your distress, but
never forget what they taught you.

One can pay back the loan of gold, but
one dies forever in debt to those who are
kind.

The reason so many bosses are
cranks is because so many of their em-
ployees are not self-starters.

It takes less time and effort to do a
thing right than to explain why you did it
wrong.

He knows, and loves, and cares;
Nothing this truth can dim.

God gives His very best to those
Who leave the choice with Him.

The Preacher’s Magazine



AND

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Prophecy

By Patrick Fairbairn (Baker Book House,
1976. 530 pp., $12.95.)

Here is a study book for those inter-
ested in a scriptural interpretation of
prophetic studies. The first half deals
with the hermeneutical principles in-
volved in prophecy. The second half is
concerned with actual prophetic pas-
sages. The reader will be interested in the
key chapter on the prophecies concerning
the Jewish people.

Oscar F. Reed

The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary

Frank E. Gaebelein, gen. ed. (Zondervan
Publishing Co., 1976. 510 pp., $14.95.)
The long-awaited first volume of the
above reference is an additional resource
for those who are seriously interested in
biblical preaching. While the reader will
not agree with all that the authors say
theologically, the resource is a very
valuable addition to any preacher’s li-
brary and well worth the investment. The
distinguished authors, Everett F. Har-
rison, W. Harold Mare, Murray J. Harris,
and James M. Boice, have done a
comprehensive and superlative job in
exegeting the Scriptures. The articles
involved are worth the investment. We
ought to watch for additional editions of
the set of 12. (The Wesleyan scholar will
be pleased by the comprehensive and
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incisive work that Mare does with, the
12th and 14th chapters of 1 Corinthians.)
Oscar F. Reed

Martin Buber
Makers of the Modern Theological Mind

By Stephen M. Panko (Word Books,
1977. 160 pp., $5.95.)

For the minister who does not have the
time to read in primary sources, the
Makers of the Modern Mind series is an
excellent substitute. Each one begins
with an excellent biographical statement
and then makes a summary statement of
both his position and contribution to the
contemporary theological scene. In ad-
dition to Martin Buber, they include at
the present time Karl Barth, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Rudolph Buttmann, Charles
Hartshorne, Wolfhart Pannenburg, Teil-
hard Chardin, Emil Brunner, Soren
Kierkegaard, Reinhold Niebur, Paul Til-
lich, Gerhard Von Rad, Hans Kung,
Anders Nygren, Friedrich Schleier-
macher, and Richard Niebuhr.

Oscar F. Reed

Discovering an
Evangelical Heritage

By Donald W. Dayton (Harper and Row,
1976. 140 pp., cloth, $8.95; paper, $3.95.)

Dr. Dayton’s well-received book is a
“must” on any minister’s desk with an
eye toward his evangelical heritage. His
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leanings are more “evangelical” than
Wesleyan in a broader sense, although he
is Wesleyan in personal perspective. This
is an excellent corollary to Timothy
Smith’s earlier work. The title defines the
contents.

Oscar F. Reed

Preachers’

FOR SALE: Preacher's Magazine; Naz-
arene Pastor; Pulpit Digest; Seminary
Tower. Copies from 1947 to March, 1977.
Rena Hess, P.O. Box 551, Victoria, Va.
23974.

WANTED: Fifty Years of Nazarene
Missions, by Mendell Taylor (3 vol).

Mary Schramm Schaar, 1300 W. Colum-
bia Ave., Apt. 209, Philadelphia, Pa.
19122,

WANTED TO BUY: The following
Preacher's Magazines: Vol. 1 (1926),
Jan., Mar., Apr., Aug., Dec.; Vol. 2
(1927), Mar., Apr., July, Dec.; Vol. 15
(1940), Sept., Oct.; Vol. 20 (1945), May.
June; Vol. 25 (1950), Feb.; Vol. 30 (1955),
Jan.; Mar., Apr., Dec. William Dan
Smart, 4 G Hennessy St., Kingtom, Free-
town, Sierra Leone, West Africa.

WANTED: Nazarene Manuals. 1932,
1923, 1908, 1907, and other material on
the early history of the church. Also old
issues of the Church School Builder.
Larry Stover, 7402 E. 110th, Kansas City,
Mo. 64134.

Items for this Exchange may be either WANTED
or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi-
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be
directly with the advertiser and not with this office Ol
the Nazarene Publishing House. We are glad to ren-
der this free service on these terms. This service not
available to bookstores or laymen.

* The Motivators
They have the uncanny ability of
getting people to cooperate and spur
people to action. But is this always a
good thing?

¢ | Have Pastored Smaller Churches
Someone who has been “there,” and

has also been
pulpits,
thoughts on the rewards of ministry in

COVING

in the
offer

large church

can some valuable

small churches.

next month

 Pastoral Prayer—

Pinnacle or Problem?
Many a pastor whose sermons will be
A forgotten will be remembered for his

ftrft

«*«.h

Sunday morning pastoral prayers.

» Equipping the Saints

The thrill of ministry is not for clergy-
men alone. They can learn to share it

work.
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by equipping their parishioners for this

The Preacher’s Magazine



AMONG OURSELVES

Extremism, of course, is a loaded word and may not
carry the same meaning for everyone who uses it. If ex-
tremism means the emphasis of one thing to the neglect
of others which are also important, if it means becoming a
fanatic about something, if it means “going overboard” or
“jumping off the deep end,” then we would all agree that it is
dangerous. | am reluctant to give up, however, on my dream
of Christians who are so caught up in their commitment to
Christ that they become “extremists” for winning souls,
living holy lives, and laying down their lives for Jesus if such
should become necessary. But that type of “extremism” is
not truly representative of what most people mean by the
term. The “balance” is important. Welcome back to the
pages of the Preacher’'s Wife, Mrs. Polston, and thanks for
your thoughts on keeping a wholesome and holy balance in it
all (p. 17). That, | believe, may be what the editor was trying
to say about church music, and what this paper is all about,
come to think of it. The trick is, go into orbit for Jesus, but
keep one foot on the ground! And strange as it may seem, it
can be done. It is HOW you go into orbit that makes the
difference.

Yours for souls,



“What the Scriptures really
say about the great
doctrines of the Church.”

“Maintains the integrity
of the whole Bible.”

‘The most significant work
produced since

Wiley’s

Christian Theology.

GOD,

& Salration

WRITERS:

W. T. Purkiser, Ph.D.

Former editor, “ Herald of Holiness”;

part-time professor, Point Loma
College

Richard S. Taylor, Th.D.

Associate, Department of Education
and the Ministry, Church of the
Nazarene; part-time professor,
Nazarene Theological Seminary

Willard H. Taylor, Ph.D.

Dean of the faculty, professor of
biblical theology, Nazarene
Theological Seminary

750

pag

6 x 9" page si

Cloth board with full-co

dust jacket

Three outstanding Bible scholars, who are also
dedicated churchmen and able writers, have col-
laborated over the last nine years in producing the
first biblical theology this century in the Wesleyan
tradition.

Biblical theology differs from systematic theology
in that it does not try to prove the existence of God
or any of the articles of Christian belief. From the
unity of the whole Bible record, it attempts to state
our affirmations of faith, and in this instance from
the Wesleyan-Arminian perspective. The theme of
this book is salvation, because it is the theme of the
Bible. $1695

God, Man, and Salvation is both readable and pro-
found. It is a basic understanding of the Bible
needed by everyone who teaches others, or who
wants to have a better grounding for his faith.

Complete with Subject and Scripture Indexes

A Significant Addition lo Your Library
Order from your Publishing House
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