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fag...y EDITORIAL

If we are suffering from a deficiency

in the quantity of holiness preaching
throughout our church, there must be some
reasons for it other than disloyalty

| Neglected Preaching
on Holiness

By Larry Lewis*

t the risk Ofunfavorably characterizing myself, | volunteer to share

a personal insight that may relate to other preachers of my genera-
tion—and those younger—in a helpful way.

We have been urged by our leadership during the last two quad-
rennia to give greater attention to the preaching of the holiness doc-
trine, experience, and life-style. I have heard occasionally the lament of
older generations of laymen that holiness preaching was fading from
the pulpit ministry of our church. One of the fine laymen here in Kent
commented to me how the “old timers” preached holiness constantly.
A light suddenly went on for me mentally as | talked with him.

Though | had not intended to neglect the holiness theme, I think,
in all honesty, | actually did neglect it. In the back of my mind was
the question, Why is it such an urgent matter? | had no problem believ-
ing in it, but there seemed to be so much to preach about, and | had to
get it all in.

We are not a very old church. We have a crucial lesson to learn.
Not very many churches have mastered it. Maybe none. We are having
to learn the art of going from generation to generation while continuing
to do the thing first begun.

I am 35 years of age. | belong to a generation which just missed
personal contact and acquaintance with some of the personalities who
were so significant in formative “adolescent” years of our church. Al-
though I am familiar with their names, | never saw or heard Bud Robin-
son, J. B. Chapman, R. T. Williams, and other well-known preachers

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Kent, Ore.
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evangelists, and church leaders of earlier years. | did grow up in the
church they built. Great men whom 1| love and admire brought to me
and to my generation the spirit and vision from those earlier genera-
tions. Still I am only remotely in touch with the pioneer era of our
church.

Because of the strength and courage of those earlier leaders, and
because of the strength and vision of my parents’ generation, | grew
up in a church in which the pioneering has already been done. Our
existence is not threatened. We are not “fighting” for our doctrinal
identity. It is established. No longer are we the subject of scorn or
ridicule. This is both good and dangerous. It is good that we are strong
and secure. It is dangerous if we fail to understand ourselves.

In the church in which | was raised, holiness was normalcy. It was
the doctrinal air we breathed. It was the content of the pulpit ministry.
Whether all the holiness preaching was accurate and completely free
from distortion is beside the point. Whether it was perfectly balanced
is irrelevant. It was normal. And none of us feels particularly alarmed
about what is normal. Normalcy is not urgent—it’s normal. The tend-
ency, therefore, is to miss the urgency of the holiness message because
of the complete normalcy of it in our spiritual movement and environ-
ment.

| had failed to realize that for normalcy to be maintained, it must
be made the prominent factor. Holiness was normal because my father,
our fathers, their fathers had made it normal. They made it normal
because it is normal in the Bible. It is the doctrinal “bond of perfect-
ness” in which all doctrinal elements exist and hold their perspective.

Unless normalcy is analyzed it is deceptive. It appears that it needs
no attention. No individual monitors his normal body temperature as
long as it is normal. Only in departure from normalcy does it become
urgent. But some system within the body holds normalcy to be urgent
and maintains it. When that which is normal becomes exceptional,
a state of ill health exists. That the holiness doctrine is contained in
our articles of faith does not necessarily make it normal, for our preach-
ing defines the areas of thought in which the minds of our people dwell.

Whether 1 am a link, hinge, or whatever, at the point my genera-
tion “hooks on” mentally, conceptually, and spiritually, change be-
comes possible whether by purpose or neglect. Such considerations
make that which had seemed so normal to become urgent. If holiness
is to be normal in my ministry, it will be because it is the nourishment
and air of my thought systems and concepts. | must hold it to be a
priority. 1 cannot afford to leave it to a yearly or seasonal series. An
annual holiness convention will not do the job. If it is occasional in my
preaching, it will be occasional in the living and experience of my
people. It must, therefore, be foundational to all my ministry and the
frequent theme of my preaching. Its terminology must frequent my
speech. It must be in my sermons both by topic and inference. Anything
less is unfaithfulness in ministry.

That which is not normal, people do not seek in spiritual experi-
ence. So let us preserve the holy normalcy of our great church brought
to us by our fathers. The holiness message is positive, aggressive, lib-
erating, unifying, and attractive.

The Preacher’s Magazine
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C. S. COWLES,

Professor, Northwest Nazarene College

Grotesque or Gracious God?

LISTENED TRANSFIXED—along with

2,000
able woman. Paralyzed from her neck
down in a diving accident during
her senior year in high school, her
testimony was utterly captivating.
In spite of her handicap, she had
developed into a bestselling author,
a vivacious speaker, and an accom-
plished artist who holds pen and
brush between her teeth.

In that her understanding of the
problem of human suffering repre-
sents a concept of God widely held
in evangelical circles, | feel the im-
portance of examining it. Said she:

| thank God daily for causing my acci-
dent. Through it God has cleansed me
of my sins and delivered me from my
own self-centeredness. God knew that
this was the only way He could grow in
me the spirit of Christ. 1 have come to
believe that we are perfected through
suffering.

“l have learned to praise God,”
she continued, “not only in every-
thing but for everything!” Her secret
of “rejoicing always” is found in
Paul’'s admonition, “in everything
give thanks; for this is God’s will for
you [i.e., the accident which caused
the paralysis] in Christ Jesus” (1
Thess. 5:18, NASB¥*). Her radiant
countenance gave eloquent testimony
to the peace and sense of purpose
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others—to a most remarkstanding of God.

wrought in her by such an under-
It gave to her a
positive and constructive means of
dealing with her misfortune.

In fairness to the great host of
devout Christians who hold this
concept of divine providence, we
must admit that such a position has
much to commend it.

The sovereignty of God is praised
when everything is attributed to His
causative will. This is the foundation
stone of John Calvin's doctrine of
absolute divine determinism which
asserts that “all events are governed
by God’s secret plan” (Institutes of
the Christian Religion, Bk. I, Ch.
16, Pt. 2). To accept all things as the
handiwork of God’s irresistible will—
regardless of how we may look upon
such events at the time—is to render
obeisance and honor to His sovereign
greatness.

It is comforting to attribute all
things to God. As Calvin noted, “In
times of adversity believers comfort
themselves with the solace that they
suffer nothing except by God’s ordi-
nance and command, for they are
under his hand” (lbid., Pt. 3). When
our world is falling apart, it is pre-
ferable to see in it God’s secret plan
than to see ourselves tossed about by
blind chance.



Alexander Solzhenitsyn offers
helpful insight regarding the appeal
that a deterministic philosophy holds
for the human mind. In describing
how Soviet slave labor camp pri-
soners learn to cope with their hope-
less situation, he says:

The most prevalent world outlook
among them is fatalism. ... It is to be
explained by their dependent situation,
their total lack of knowledge of what will
happen to them even in the most im-
mediate future, and their actual inability
to influence events. Fatalism is even
necessary to the zek because it confirms
him in his spiritual stability . . .the most
tranquil course is to put his faith in fate.
.. . Maybe it will be for the better, maybe
for the worse, but you are free of self-
reproaches; let it be worse for you, but it
wasn't done by your own hands (Gulag
Archipelago, I, p. 522).

There is a fate more untenable
than being caught up in an irresist-
ible floodtide of adverse circumstan-
ces—and that is to live with regrets
because of having to assume respon-
sibility for one’s situation.

Man cannot endure a chaotic exis-
tence indefinitely. He must find a
coherence, a logic, a meaning in his
existence. Recognizing this, Calvin
asserts, “Without certainty about
God’s providence life would be un-
bearable” (lbid., Pt. 10). He adds:
“His solace ... is to know that his
Heavenly Father so . . . rules by his
authority and will, so governs by
his wisdom, that nothing can befall
except he determine it” (lbid., Pt.
11).

Attributing all things to the direct
and determinative sovereignty of
God appears to bring order out of
chaos, beauty from ashes, and sees
good in evil. And it has the practical
effect of giving believers an oppor-
tunity to praise God in and for all
things, without struggling with the
burden of questioning and doubt. It
is not surprising then that multi-
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tudes gladly embrace divine determi-
nism.

There is much that is praise-wor-
thy in a doctrine of absolute pre-
destination. And there is much that
is abhorrent as well. For instance,
such a position destroys human free-
dom. Free will is an illusion. Life is
a charade. The possibility of a re-
sponsible human existence is de-
stroyed.

If we are perfected through suf-
fering, then Christ’'s atonement is
insufficient for sin. If God must resort
to strong-arm tactics in order to
effect our obedience, then we must
conclude that the strategy of suffer-
ing love demonstrated in Christ's
sacrificial death was a failure.

The most damning consequence of
irresistible determinism is that it
unavoidably distorts and corrupts
our understanding of God. If God
causes all things, then He is respon-
sible for sin, Satan, and death. As
Job confessed, “The Lord gave and
the Lord has taken away. Blessed
be the name of the Lord” (1:21).
Not only is God the giver of life, but
the executor of death as well. God
and Satan are one.

If that conclusion is unacceptable,
the alternative possibility is equally
untenable. If we assume that God is
holy, just, and good, then—under
the doctrine of divine providence—
we must assume that all things are
in fact holy, just, and good. The
presence of evil, sin, and death in
the world are mere illusions. At
best, they are to be regarded as alter-
native aspects of the one good.

Either way, we are left with a
grotesque concept of God! What kind
of a God is it that not only allows
the wicked to prosper and the righ-
teous to suffer, but determines the
same? What kind of a God is it who
afflicts His children with all manner
of pain, suffering, and death for their
good and His glory? If that is what

The Preacher’s Magazine



God is like, then we will have to
readjust our negative judgment about
Hitler, Stalin, and all of the other
repugnant people that have polluted
human history. Perhaps Pope Inno-
cent HI was right when he ordered
his armies to exterminate all Cathari
Christians in southern France during
the thirteenth century. Said he, “Kill
them all! God will know those that
are His.”

Victor Frankl relates his story of
the *“first selection” that occurred
upon disembarking from the prisoner
transport at Auschwitz. A tall SS
officer stood in front of the prisoners
as they slowly filed by. Frankl de-
scribes it in this way:

His right hand was lifted, and with
the forefinger of that hand he pointed
very leisurely to the right or to the left.
None of us had the slightest idea of the
sinister meaning behind that little move-
ment of a man’s finger, pointing now to
the right and now to the left, but far
more frequently to the left. (Man’s
Search for Meaning, p. 10).

Very quickly they learned the
meaning in the finger. When it
pointed to the left, the victim pro-
ceeded straight through the gates
into the gas chamber and cremator-
ium. Those directed to the right
earned a temporary reprieve in that
they would be utilized as slave labor.

To imagine that human destiny
is irrevocably determined by a flick
of the finger of God—some to ever-
lasting life, and some to eternal
damnation—is unthinkable. But
such is the unavoidable conclusion
of a deterministic concept of God.

The bottom line of such a mon-
strous concept of God is this: God
is no longer the deliverer, but the
one from whom we need to be de-
livered!

The God revealed to us fully and
finally in Jesus is quite different—
yes, radically different. Of Him John
bore witness, “And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
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beheld His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of
grace and truth” (1:14).

The God of the New Testament is
the kind of father who could have a
son like Jesus! And Jesus is the kind
of person who would rather die than
damn—and did. If we believe with
Paul that Jesus is “the image of the
invisible God” in whom “all the ful-
ness of Deity dwells in bodily form”
(Col. 1:15; 2:9), then it is impossible
to see the God refracted through the
person of Jesus as being responsible
for sin, suffering, or death in any
sense whatsoever.

The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ is not one who afflicts
mankind with death or any of its
ghastly antecedents. Rather, He is
the God who raises the dead!

Let us be crystal clear about this:
sin and death were never part of
God’'s creative plan. God is “not
wishing for any to perish but for all
to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).
Paul is straightforward about the
causative factor in death: “For the
wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Paul
places responsibility for sin and
death where it belongs: “Therefore,
just as through one man sin entered
into the world, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men,
because all sinned” (Rom. 5:12). And
again, “Through one transgression
there resulted condemnation to all
men . .. that, as sin reigned in death,
even so grace might reign through
righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:18,
21). Sin and death have no place in
the intention of God, but are the
consequences of man’s free will mis-
used.

James adds this affirmative word:
“Let no one say when he is tempted,
I am being tempted by God; for God
cannot be tempted by evil, and He
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Himself does not tempt [test] any
one. . . . Every good thing bestowed
and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no varia-
tion, or shifting shadow” (1:13, 17).

The good news of the gospel is
that God is greater than all our sin,
suffering, and death. He is the one
who saves us from our sin with its
inevitable consequences of death,
and raises us up to newness of life.

When we see a God who is not in
the least measure threatened by the
existence of self-consciously free be-
ings, who is not the least panicked
by whatever evil those beings may
bring down upon themselves, and
who always has the last word to say
—a word of grace and eternal life—
then we are able to authentically
praise His loving sovereign power
without a shadow of a doubt!

God does not cause all things!
Nevertheless, He is greater than all
things. We can confidently say with

Paul, “And we know that God causes
all things to work together for good
to those who love God” (Rom. 8:28).
Yes, we can even “in everything give
thanks; for this is God’s will for you”
(1 Thess. 5:18). Everything that hap-
pens to us is not God's will, but it
is God’'s will that “in everything”
we “give thanks.” We can do this
because we have the confidence that
God is able to utilize every experi-
ence of life for our good and His glory.
We learn to say with Paul: “But in
all these things we overwhelmingly
conquer through Him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-

cipalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other

created thing, shall be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.
8:37-39).

*All Scripture is from the New American Standard
Bible, copyright © The Lockman Foundation, 1960,

1962, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975. Used by permis-
sion.

Relating Eaeugtlining to God

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).

This is surely the science and art of holy living . . . When 1
take my common meal and relate it to “the glory of God,” the

O *
S

*

v*l‘h*

*

We

*

—John Henry Jowett

*

* common meal becomes a sacramental feast. When my labor is
*  joined “unto the Lord,” the sacred wedding turns my workshop
| into a church. When | link the country lane to the Saviour, | am
* walking in the Garden of Eden, and paradise is restored ...

*  never see anything trulv until we see it in the light of the glory
| of God.

J
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When we say that everything that the church
does is evangelism, we are close to saying
that nothing the church does is evangelism

The Burden of Evangelism

By Ross W. Hayslip*

ames Stew art Iin “A Faith to Pro-

claim” writes, “Today as never
before there is being laid upon the
heart and conscience of the church
the burden of evangelism.”

Just what is this evangelism to
which Professor Stewart refers? Ac-
cording to Newsweek Magazine, Billy
Graham’s evangelism is aimed at
bringing his listeners to repent, to
acknowledge Jesus and to be saved
through a decision for Christ. The
computers show that an average of
3.5 percent of those who attend each
crusade makes such a decision.

At times we smugly assure our-
selves that every activity of our
church is evangelism. The late W.
E. Sangster wisely reminds us that
“when we say that everything that
the church does is evangelism, we
are close to saying that nothing that
the church does is evangelism.” If
we are not careful we can spend so
much time going to church that we
fail to be the Church in the sinful
world in which we live.

Evangelism may be diverse in
method and practice, but it must
be definite in its motivation and
goal! It is a ministry of reconcilia-
tion. It is something that the Chris-
tian does, yet it is not his doing. It
is the Holy Spirit working in and
through human instrumentality.

Evangelism in a church is when
the membership of the church be-

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Tucson
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comes a fellowship of the concerned.
Faith becomes a force. Form of wor-
ship becomes a recognized Presence
in the midst, and the repetition of a
creed becomes the reiteration of a
personal witness. This is an activity
that is more than organized by men.
It is supplemented by the Holy Spir-
it.

Bishop Lesslie Newbigin has said,
“It is the church that is living on
the frontier that will be ready to
advance in strength.” The evangelis-
tic church always lives on this fron-
tier where its growing edge is always
up against the frontier of man’s des-
perate need of a Savior.

A pertinent fact was pointed out
by E. S. Scott when he wrote, “Dur-
ing the great age of expansion which
followed the death of Paul, we do not
hear the name of a single outstanding
missionary. The real work was done
by countless obscure men and women
who made it their first duty to spread
the message in their own circle of
friends and neighbors.”

Note the words “who made it their
first duty.” This is the burden of
evangelism. Despite the shudder of
the modern theologian at the idea
of inviting men to decide for Christ, it
is still the power of man to choose
as to whether he will make the sur-
render of himself to the call of Jesus.
It is the task of the Christian today to
do everything within his power to see
that every man has the opportunity
to make this choice.



We need to realize the obligation
of the ministry to those parents
who have tried and failed

Concerning the Prodigal Son

n the story Of the prodigal son,

with which most of us are famil-
iar, there is the younger of two
brothers who takes his inheritance
and spends it in riotous self-indul-
gence. There is the elder brother
who is satisfied to remain in his
father’'s house assuming all the re-
sponsibilities pertaining thereto. Al-
though acceptable in his behavior,
he is resentful of the forgiving wel-
come extended by the father to the
younger son who repents and humbly
returns home.

Of course the most important reve-
lation is the forgiveness of the father.
However, there are some other truths
which our Lord in this parable re-
veals to us. For example, there is a
most evident characteristic which
both the prodigal son and his elder
brother had in common. They were
both self-centered, bent on their own
life-styles independent of the father’s
will. The younger brother rebelled
against his father’s rule of the house-
hold and sought life’'s fulfillment

by
Forrest W. Nash

Superintendent
Chicago Central District

through self-indulgence. He lost! The
elder brother sought fulfillment
through self-righteousness which de-
spised the mercy and grace of the for-
giving father. In self-praise he refused
to enter the “Welcome Home” fes-
tivity for the younger brother. He too
lost!

To understand these two brothers
as individuals, the recognition of
their common selfish nature is im-
portant. For we cannot evaluate them
in particular without evaluating
them in general. Although they went
in different directions, their moti-
vating spirit was incompatible with
the spirit of their father. It is the
holiness of God over against the sin-
fulness of man. All have sinned be-
cause all are sinful in nature. Every
minister of the gospel, whether he is
ministering from the pulpit or in the
counseling role, must appraise man
in general before he seeks to identify
him in the particular. This is the
biblical base where all spiritual res-
toration begins.

There is another truth which God
makes evident in this parable. It is
the free will exercised by the prodi-
gal. Although we may run the risk
of making this parable applicable to
more areas than was intended, there
is this clear-cut case where the son
throws off all positive influences of
his home and goes his own way.

If there was ever a home which
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offered all the benefits which influ-
enced right decisions in the mind of
the younger brother, this household
certainly did. If there ever was a
home which engendered the right
kind of love, this home did. If there
ever was a home of exemplary life-
style, this home was one in a most
acceptable sense. Yet with all this,
the young man’'s will could not be
penetrated. And likewise, the elder
brother’s reaction was in contrast to
the spirit of the father. There came
the heartbreaking moment when the
father had to let his younger son go
his own self-destructive way—the
way of his own choosing. Here is a
portrait of God and His human fam-
ily-

yFrom the greater arena we come to
the local contemporary setting of a
Christian home. There are parents
who have provided their offspring
with every sufficient spiritual in-
fluence, only to stand with the father
of this parable and see their children
travel life's road of rebellion against
God and home. And when one says
No to God’'s will, he at that moment
is in the “far country.” We are not
implying the unimportance of the
home; it is not implied in the para-
ble. Certainly the record of family
history favors the home of Christian
influence. It is likewise biblical. And

there is no justification of parental
neglect.

We need to realize the obligation
of the ministry to those parents who
with diligence have tried and failed.
When we as ministers come to par-
ents whose children have disregarded
their heritage, we must with all wis-
dom and love seek to prevent these
parents from punishing themselves
and blaming themselves for failure.
The human race has made a choice.
All have sinned because they chose
to sin. And in spite of the church
and the family altar, some are still
choosing this way. Let us minister
to brokenhearted parents who ago-
nize as they seek to be faithful in
their loyalty to God. While preaching
on the call for Christian homes, we
must pour healing oil where the
prodigal and the elder brother have
gone their own self-sufficient ways.

It is important that we see the
difference between our forgiveness
and God'’s forgiveness. When we for-
give, we do our best through divine
love and strength to accept the for-
given and act as if he has done no
wrong. This is our limit. But when
God forgives, He transforms the for-
given. He creates the new person.
What a change in the repentant prod-
igal! It is the beautiful portrayal of
all who come to Jesus the Savior.

Ever note how a few of us work the whole week,
And then trek to our churches on Sunday;

Like the bunch who get drunk every Friday at five,
As a means of escape until Monday.

Well, the Church is just that for its thousands of folk—
A retreat for escape from the pressure.

But unless it means life seven days of the week,
It’'s like dope, or an anti-depressor!
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The church will relate to the true
needs of people within its area of
mission, if given a chance

Make Ministry Your Message

By Wayne M. Warner*

AY | HELP YOU?”

She smiled prettily at me and
made me feel as if she really wanted
to wait on me, without being the
least bit flirtatious. She made my
noon hour by making me feel their
eating establishment really wanted
my business. That set me thinking
about the church and making it a
more serviceable organization.

Forty years of observing the church
pursue and reaffirm its biblical rela-
tionship to people through Jesus
Christ convinces me that the church
will relate to the true needs of people
within its area of mission, if given a
chance.

In order to do so, it must assess
its own programs and resources in
terms of its ability to meet people’s
needs in the name of God. It must
synthesize, or integrate, those needs
with the church’s own resources and
express them in an appropriate pro-
gram of ministry or service. The fol-
lowing four suggestions, faithfully
followed by pastor and people, will
enrich the experience of being a
member of the local congregation
and will keep the church’s ministry
relevant to the people with whom it
must relate.

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Battle Creek,
Mich.
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1. Reaffirm, the need for personal
conviction. Personalize faith in the
individual and corporate ministries
of the church. Biographers report
that wherever the preaching of John
Wesley took root, a Sunday school
sprang up. If Sunday school means
the difference of knowing God or
living like the devil, let's act like it.

Some years ago | heard Missionary
Nathan Smith pleading for prayer
support from American churchmen
for “a hundred million people of
Japan” of whom *“less than one per-
cent even called themselves
Christian.” He recognized an open
door for the gospel but saw too little
happening. Robert Schuller advo-
cates finding out where people hurt
and healing that hurt. Our service,
whatever kind, ought to reflect this
simple urgency.

2. Strengthen opportunities for
individual involvement. More than
once I've stood on a street corner in
a large city, eagerly anticipating the
approaching bus, only to have it
pass me with this sign up front: “Not
in service.” Some church members
ought to wear a sign for all to see so
that both pastor and people will
know that they are “not in service.”

The prophet Isaiah felt real com-
pulsion for involvement as he wrote,
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“ Awake, awake; put on thy strength,
O Zion” (52:1). Someone protested
the speed-read merchants:

Reading is a bit like eating. Reading
feeds the mind; eating feeds the body.
Anyone knows what eating too fast will
do. People who gulp their steak and
potatoes, gobble their salad, and guzzle
their desserts for a period of time will
develop a real case of indigestion. Such
procedure, continued for a longer time,
can produce an ulcer. When the indiges-
tion takes over or the ulcer acts up, you
know what happens. The person becomes
sick. Then he is a fit subject for one of
those repulsive interior-function com-
mercials. And that is his own fault!

Plan for quality involvement rather
than just quantity, discipleship rath-
er than membership. Do you allow
church members with a half-dozen
jobs performed like a speed-reader,
while allowing others to remain “not
in service”? Will they relinquish
some of their jobs in order to do a
better job with those they have left?
Do your older church leaders con-
tinue to search for the best of con-
temporary training in order to train
younger leaders and provide them
with better handles than they started
with? Can you challenge the less in-
volved members to peel off their “not
in service” signs and join the active
force for “Christ’'s sake”?

3. Concentrate on the importance

of your investment. In this era of
energy crunch and conservation, the
church must take the lead by elimi-
nating waste wherever possible. This
remains especially true in the realm
of human resources. Not all prodigals
live in the world outside the church.
The far country of the prodigal son
may well be in motive or in mind,
rather than in miles. Men waste their
minds as well as their bodies, and
even in church aman may be an exile
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from the Father’s house.

Some Christians spend most of
their substance “not in service” ; they
live en route—either to their winter
vacation or to their summer cabin.
Some congregations spend all their
substance in “riotous living”—i.e.,
they spend everything on themselves.
The people for whom you cannot
weep when they die are those who
leave more behind them than they
take out of this world.

4.  Prospect all potential possibili-
ties. Problems arise everywhere, but
for every problem there remains at
least one possibility for growth. Avoid
the tyranny of this grasp-all-you-can
generation by using something to
measure your success that has more
meaning than the world’s measuring
stick of materialism. There must be
greater emphasis upon being rich
toward God, the Lord of the universe.
He remains above men and different
from men. He graciously enters into
fellowship with His chosen people,
for the redemption of the entire
human race.

To accomplish this economy of
stewardship, to get the most out of
your investment in Christian minis-
try, follow the advice given by Saint
Paul when he said, “Let those of us
who are mature be thus minded; and
if in anything you are otherwise
minded, God will reveal that also
to you” (Phil. 3:15, RSV).1 Paul
recognized a great principle of per-
sonal faith, a principle of sound
church growth: You have yet to be-
hold what service God will perform
through your dedicated willingness
to personally work for Him, especial-
ly when you make ministry your mes-
sage.

1. From the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952. Used by permis-
sion.
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IDeslegana

Wesley on Maintaining
a Catholic Spirit

By R. Larry Shelton*

ntimes oftheological and ecclesi-
I astical ferment, a constant danger
is losing perspective of the oneness
in Christ that one has with one’s
adversaries. Particularly relevant in
the present atmosphere of theological
tension within the evangelical move-
ment is Wesley’'s sermon * Catholic
Spirit.” Here he points out that al-
though the royal law is “love thy
neighbour as thyself,” and “by this
shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to
another,” Christians do not practice
it in daily experience. Two primary
hindrances lie in the way. He notes:

The two grand, general hinderances
(sic) are, first, that they cannot all
think alike; and consequence of this,
secondly, they cannot all walk alike; but
in several smaller points their practice
must differ in proportion to the difference
of their sentiments (John Emory, ed.
“Catholic Spirit,” Wesley’s Sermons,
Vol. I, p. 347).

Wesley points out further that al-
though differences in opinions or
modes of worship may prevent an
“entire external union,” yet they
need not prevent a union in affection.

*Director, School of Religion, Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity
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“Though we cannot think alike, may
we not love alike?” he says. “May
we not be of one heart, though we
are not of one opinion? Without all
doubt we may” (lbid.) In the biblical
example of Jehu’s greeting to Jehona-
dab, 2 Kings 10:15, Wesley finds sup-
port for his thesis. Jehu says, “Is
thine heart right, as my heart is with
thy heart?” And Jehonadab answers,
“It is. If it be, give me thine hand.”

First of all, Wesley refers to Jehu'’s
greeting, “Is thine heart right, as my
heart is with thy heart?” Even
though Jehonadab apparently had a
number of opinions and customs
which Jehu may have considered
strange (see Jer. 35:3-10), Jehu did
not concern himself with these. Wes-
ley says in reference to this:

It is very possible, that many good men
now also may entertain peculiar opin-
ions; and some of them may be as singu-
lar herein, as even Jehonadab was. And
it is certain, so long as we know but in
part, that all men will not see all things
alike. It is an unavoidable consequence
of the present weakness and shortness of
human understanding, that several men
will be of several minds in religion as
well as in common life (Ibid., p. 348).

Furthermore, since we all are faced
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with erroneous judgments because of
our humanness, he says:

Every wise man, therefore, will allow
others the same liberty of thinking, which
he desires they should allow him; and
will no more insist on their embracing
his opinions, than he would have them to
insist on embracing theirs. He bears with
those who differ from him, and only asks
him, with whom he desires to unite in
love, that single question, “Is thy heart
right, as my heart is with thy heart?”
(1bid.).

This spirit of tolerance applies
even to forms of worship. Even
though Wesley believes that infants
ought to be baptized and that form
prayers should be used in public
worship, he still loves and accepts
those who disagree. And although he
believes the episcopal form of church
government to be scriptural and
apostolical, if others have other be-
liefs, he accepts their convictions.
He does not presume to impose his
mode of worship or form of govern-
ment on another.

What, then, should the Christian
understand by Jehu’s question? How
should he apply it to his brethren?
A summary list of the implications
Wesley sees is as follows:

1. Is your heart right with God?
Do you believe in Him and walk in
His guidance?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ? Does He dwell in you and
you in Him? Is He formed in your
heart by faith?

3. Is your faith filled with the
energy of love? Has the love of God
cast out your love of the world?

4. Are you zealously doing God’'s
will?

5. Do you serve God with fear and
maintain a conscience void of offence
toward Him?

6. Is your heart right towards your
neighbor? Do you love all mankind
without exception?

7. Do you show your love by your
works and do good to all men?
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If so, then the Christian sees that
his brother’s heart is right with his
own, and the result is the second
part of the formula, “If it be, give
me thy hand.” This does not mean
that agreement has been reached
on all opinions and differences, but
it does mean that a unity of spirit
and oneness in Christ has been
achieved. Thus, “if thou lovest God
and all mankind,” says Wesley, “give
me thine hand.” This means that we
love each other as companions in the
Kingdom and joint heirs of Christ’s
glory. It means that we commend
each other daily to God in our pray-
ers. It means that we provoke one
another to love and good works. As
Wesley says in summation:

. . whatsoever love, whatsoever offices
of love, whatsoever spiritual or temporal
assistance, | claim from him whose heart
is right, as my heart is with his; the same
I am ready, by the grace of God, accord-
ing to my measure, to give him . . . that
I have not made this claim in behalf of
myself only, but of all whose heart is
right towards God and man, that we may
all love one another as Christ hath loved
us (Ibid., p. 353).

Thus, although Wesley is wary of
indifference to opinions and practices
which do not reflect the spirit of
Christ, he embraces all those who are
fixed on Christ Jesus. His summary
definition of a catholic spirit is then:

. A man of catholic spirit is one who
.. . gives his hand to all whose hearts are
right with his heart” one who knows how
to value and praise God for, all the ad-
vantages he enjoys, with regard to the
knowledge of the things of God ... at
the same times loves,—as friends, as
brethren in the Lord, as members of
Christ and children of God, as joint par-
takers now of the present kingdom of
God, and fellow heirs of his eternal king-
dom (lbid., p. 354).

As we face this present age with
the message of Christ, we should re-
flect this kind of unity in the face of
the differences we have in terminol-
ogy, opinions, and practices.
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Trucemakers, or
Peacemakers—Which?

hat mother Who stopped her four

boys from fighting was only a
trucemaker because one of them said
to the others, “Let’'s go down to the
park where we can fight in peace.”
Trucemakers effect temporary ces-
sation of hostility. Peacemakers re-
move the basis of the hostility.

Almost anybody can function as a
trucemaker. Dale Carnegie knew a
great deal about it, and put his
insights into a book which millions
have read. It is good—trucemaking
is. It shows people that the best
policy is to be sociable, pleasant,
aware of others. It slaps on the back,
shakes the hand, musters up an
agreeable word.

But only Christians can be peace-
makers. Christians know that sin is
at the basis of the troubles between
people, and as disciples of the Prince
of Peace they have a go at getting
folks’ hearts right with God and with
each other. They obtain a cessation
of hostilities not simply because it
is good policy, better business, a

by
J. Kenneth Grider

Professor of Theology,
Nazarene Theological
Seminary,

Kansas City
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wiser course professionally. They
know that it is out of the heart—out
of a person’s innermost being—that
antagonisms gush forth. “Peace with
God” (Rom. 5:1), “the peace of God”
(Phil. 4:7), pursuing after peace
(Heb. 12:14)—they see that all this
figures if peace between people is to
be realized.

People who make for peace in this
way will be recognized as Christians,
for they will be doing their go-be-
tweening in a noticeably different
way than a person who has not been
transfigured by Christ.

In the seventh beatitude Jesus says
that those who make for peace be-
tween people are happy persons, and
that they will be referred to by their
acquaintances as verily the children
of God. “Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be called the
children of God” (Matt. 5:9).

A little farther in the chapter Jesus
discusses the subject further.

By guarding our tongues

He says that we Christians are to
make for peace between people by
guarding these tongues of ours (w.
21-22). We are not to be “angry” with
a “brother.” We are not to say
“Raca” to him, which would be call-
ing him a vain person. We are not to
say “Thou fool,” which would be to
call him an empty fellow, thereby
disrespecting him. Notice that there
is progression here from being angry,
to calling a person vain, to calling
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him a fool. In this kind of progression
Jesus makes his special point. He
says that if one is merely angry, he
is in a certain danger and really
ought to be brought before the “judg-
ment”—the Jewish court in a given
Jewish community. He goes on to say
that if a person says “Raca” to his
brother he ought to be brought before
the “council” meaning the Great
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, the highest
Jewish tribunal. Further, He says
that when a person calls his brother,
in whose heart God dwells, a fool (an
empty fellow), it is the kind of out-
burst which marks him as in danger
of utter destruction in hell.

Observe what Jesus is doing here.
Whereas the scribes had said a per-
son would be brought before only a
lesser local tribunal even for murder
(v. 21), Jesus says that a person
ought to be judged in that way if he
is simply angry with his brother. No
namby-pamby talk here.

The phrase “without a cause,” in
the King James Version—which
would imply that one may be angry
if there is a cause—is not in the oldest
of the Greek manuscripts, and there-
fore does not appear in any of the
other main English versions that I
have checked—the Revised, Ameri-
can Standard, Revised Standard,
New English Bible, New American
Standard. Nor is the phrase included
in such well-known translations as
those of Moffatt, Weymouth, Phil-
lips. Neither the Westcott and Hort
nor the Nestle Greek texts include
the phrase. Even John Wesley two
centuries ago, in his translation of
the New Testament, omits this
phrase. In a note on it Wesley says,
“Some copies add, ‘without a cause’;
but this is utterly foreign to the
whole scope and tenor of our Lord’s
discourse. If He had only forbidden
the being angry without a cause,
there was no manner of need of that
solemn declaration, ‘I say unto you’;
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for the scribes and Pharisees them-
selves said as much as this.” It is
interesting that the Berkeley Ver-
sion, the New Testament of which is
a translation of only one person,
and therefore not really a version,
includes the phrase “without cause.”

Jesus goes on to say that if a per-
son as much as calls another “vain,”
he ought really to be whisked before
the Great Sanhedrin. To be unkind
in that way is not a light thing. If
one calls another a fool, it is the
judgment of eternal “hell fire” that
he had better watch out for.

So Jesus is here at work spiritual-
izing, internalizing, intensifying
God’s expectations for us. He does
not even mention murder, but says
that one is in danger of hell fire for
much less than that—for what some
Christians would pass off as simply
a breach in the matter of kindness.

Recently I heard Joseph Fletcher,
author of the book Situation Ethics,
which sold to the tune of over half a
million, say that in the height of his
notoriety over the controversial book,
he received over 1300 letters—and
that the most vicious attacks upon
him, the most unkind ones, came
from the most pious of his corre-
spondents. Fletcher indeed gave
many of us cause to oppose his teach-
ing, but did not give any of us cause
to be unkind or vicious.

By not resisting evil

Yet Jesus does not stop there. He
does not say simply that we are to
make for peace by not inciting trou-
ble through being angry, or by calling
another person vain or a fool. In vv.
38-42 He says that we are to make
for peace between people by not re-
sisting evil.

Referring them to the early Old
Testament law of extracting an equal
hurt from someone who has done
badly by us—an “eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth”—He says He is
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giving them a new and much more
difficult way of acting. Not only
should a person not get back at an
enemy, he should not even resist the
evil. Jesus says, “Ye have heard that
it hath been said, An eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth: But | say
unto you, that ye resist not evil”
(vv. 38-39). Christ was soon to die
and rise again and to send the Holy
Spirit to indwell all who would fol-
low Him truly. With an assist of that
sort they could observe a teaching of
much greater inwardness and spiritu-
ality. Besides, they were seeing, and
would yet be seeing (as upon His
cross) the best Man the world had
known resisting not when misused,
misjudged, mishandled. The Mas-
ter’'s example would be a blazing of
the trail, a going before, a proving
that His heirs could also take a bit
of suffering for His sake and not turn
sour.

Many of my readers have found
that resisting not evil works beauti-
fully. At our house it worked well
some time ago. A three-year-old girl,
playing in our yard with our small
children, spat angrily and plentifully
in our five-year-old’'s face. Sitting
on the steps | saw it and was indig-
nant. | stepped to where they were,
meaning to march such a rude, hate-
ful little bit of a girl off our place
for good. But by the grace of God I
tried what Jesus urged. Why
shouldn’t | have? The little girl had
no home, her parents being newly
separated, and was being kept by
relatives. | talked with her, walked
with her around the yard a bit, then
sat on the steps for a time and held
her on my knees.

Next day there was a tiny tapping
on our front door. | opened it to find
that little girl there. She said noth-
ing, but reached out a tiny fist to me
and opened it above my hands, pre-
senting me with a wee handful of
wildflowers that were mostly individ-
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ual petals. Still she said nothing even
when | thanked her, and she turned
and ran home, her own mission of
love completed. Those petals are
still in a book at our house, and the
memory of them is in my mind. Re-
sisting not evil worked even with
one so small and so unpredictable.

Jesus was one to spell out His
teachings in ways that make sense
to us plain people, of whom the
world has always had an abundance.
Just what did He mean by “resist
not evil”? He illustrates for us in
three ways: For one thing, we are not
to resist when physical suffering is
involved. If a bully slaps our right
cheek, we are to “turn to him the
other also” (v. 39). Picture what
Jesus is saying. If a right-handed
person in front of one were to slap
one’s right cheek, it would be with
the back of the hand. Jesus says that
if an ill-bred, beastly fellow does
that, we are to turn to him the left
cheek in case he wishes to slap us
with the palm of his hand, which
could be a much harder blow. He
probably won’t strike the second
time. But if he does, by letting him
have his swings, we will do a hurt
to his heart that might well bring him
to God.

Not satisfied to go on to another
topic, Jesus illustrates in a second
way. This time He is saying that we
are to be makers of peace by not re-
sisting evil when financial loss is
involved. “If any man will sue thee
at law, and take away thy coat, let
him have thy cloak also” (v. 40). If
the person has a case against us that
is sufficiently just to draw a verdict
in his favor, so that by suing at law
he is able to “take away [our] coat,”
we ought to give him our “cloak”
as well. Jesus is saying that if some-
one sues us and receives a certain
lawful settlement, and is not happy
about it, we should let him have what
he thinks is right if at all possible.
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It would be possible for a person who
had a cloak, an outer garment worn
over a coat, to turn it over to a person
to whom he owed some sort of legal
debt. What was possible to do, Jesus
advised. It is one good way of main-
taining peace with our fellows. A lost
person so treated might soon be
yearning for life in Christ.

In yet a third way the Master illus-
trates what He means by “resist not
evil.” Not only are we not to resist
even if we suffer physically or finan-
cially, we are not to resist if for
Christ’s sake we are called upon to go
through social suffering. If anyone
compels us to go with him a mile,
we are to “go with him twain.” That
is, if we have an obligation toward
another person, we are to do more
than merely fulfill it without any
margin. We are to fulfill it with our
hearts in it, with magnanimity. This
will please the other person. It will
make for peace.

We would not be required by law
to go the other mile. Nor does the
person himself expect us to go the
greater distance. When we go out of
our way to please him, therefore, we
do what natural men are not prone
to do. Such actions make for peace
between men.

By helping our enemies

Jesus works up to the point at
which He can talk about how to make
for peace between people in the most
positive way. It is important to make
for peace by not inciting trouble
(Matt. 5:21-22). It is more, to do so
by not resisting evil (Matt. 5:38-42).
It is a most salvific thing to do so
by loving one’'s enemies (Matt. 5:
43-48).

God had early taught the Jews
to hate enemy nations. They were to
hate them, no doubt, because they
were God’s enemies, oppressors to
God’s people. And they seemed to be
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taught to hate whole nations instead
of individuals, as a way of keeping
Israel’s religion divorced from pagan
practices. But for whatever reasons
they were to hate their enemies.
Edom was one such nation, and the
prophet Obadiah spoke against her
with a petulance that tends at places
to make a sensitive Christian of our
times cringe a bit. Several of the
psalms also lavish wishes for evil
upon enemy peoples.

Jesus says, “Ye have heard that it
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
But | say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you” (Matt. 5:
43-44). Jesus goes on to say that we
ought to love our enemies because
God loves His enemies (v. 45); and
because if we love only those con-
genial to us we are doing no more
than “the publicans” (vv. 46-47).

Surely the most positive way for a
Christian to be a peacemaker is to
love, to do good, to pray for those
who make him the target of their evil
deeds.

A person such as this is no mere
trucemaker, halting for a time the
hostilities that estrange people, as
that mother of four boys was. He is a
peacemaker, inclining people to ac-
cept that kind of God-help which
for any person will ruin his missions
of interpersonal mischief.

In these times of the church’s spe-
cial destiny, when there is so much
interest in justice and so little inter-
est in kindness, if we Christians
were to guard our tongues, to suffer
for Christ’'s sake without turning
sour, to help the guy who thinks he
can’t stand the sight of us, we might
be called names that are nicer than
we have sometimes been called. We
just might be called “the children
of God.”
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The “problem person” may be the
symptom bearer for the sickness
of an entire family relationship

Some Rules of Thumb
In Pastoral Family Counseling

By David E. Sparks*

f, as pastors, we would be instru-

mental in bringing persons to
right relationships with God, we must
concern ourselves with their rela-
tionships with their families. There
are pressures that militate against
family unity that never existed be-
fore. It is my purpose here to under-
score some rules of thumb with which
the pastor can work as he tries to
provide pastoral care in extremely
difficult and threatening family sit-
uations.

Rule 1. Families will come to the
pastor for help only in the measure
of their trust.

A pastor is not automatically in a
position to provide spiritual counsel
simply because he is the pastor of
the church. He exudes an atmosphere
in every pastoral function. A scolder
in the pulpit probably will not have
many requests for pastoral counsel-
ing. The pastor who always seems
hurried will have few occasions for
deep relationships among his fami-
lies.

The pastor who seems to take peo-
ple and their concerns lightly will

*Chaplain, Harlem Valley Psychiatric Center,
Wingdale, N.Y.
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have only limited opportunities as
a family shepherd. The pastor who
is seldom accessible should not won-
der why people rarely come to him
for care. The pastor who becomes
known as a raconteur of stories of his
congregation is looked on with dis-
trust.

Members must see their pastor as
completely trustworthy before they
will be willing to bare their family
problems.

Rule 2: In a poorly functioning
family, it is not just the individual
who is the problem, but the entire
family relationship.

A member, or members of a family,
ask for help because they feel one
member is a problem that is threat-
ening to the home. The pastor may
be fairly certain that no one person
is the problem. The named as the
problem person is usually the symp-
tom bearer for the sickness of the
entire family relationship. An exten-
sion of this is that the person asking
for help is often very important to
the continuance of the problem.

To be of help, the pastor needs a
knowledge of the whole problem. An
example may be the suffering wife of
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an alcoholic. As godly as she may
be, she may unconsciously set up an
atmosphere at home that so de-
creases her husband’s already low
self-esteem that, from his viewpoint,
the only solution is another drink to
keep at bay his inner guilt.

Or consider the teenage girl who
is a burden to the family and a terror
to the school and the church. Apply-
ing this rule, the pastor should won-
der about the relationship among the
whole family. Is she the scapegoat?
Is she set up to carry the hostilities
of the whole family relationship?
The pastor may be able to help both
the girl and the family.

Rule 3: Whenever a problem seems
to be solved, look for the develop-
ment of another—perhaps similar
to the last.

Such a rule acts as an early warn-
ing signal. There may be something
about this family that depends for
survival on a problem person. Fami-
lies tend to preserve the present
balance, as painful as it may be. The
wife of a deceased alcoholic often
marries another alcoholic. Why? She
depends on the problem to maintain
her approach to life. An alert pastor
must be ready for the next family
anxiety—whether it develops or not.

Rule 4: Pinpointing blame and as-
signing responsibility for improve-
ment is futile, and alienates one or
more family members from the pas-
tor and from each other.

A person may air a whole laundry
list of grievances against another
family member and then say, “Am
I right or am | wrong?” Careful
here, for you are in danger. The
easiest way to get the person “off
your back” is to agree. But it is better
to say something like “1 know that
this must cause you great concern.
Perhaps, together with your wife [or
husband, daughter, son] we can be-
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gin to hear each other more clearly
and find some ways to heal the rift
that has opened up.”

The pastor who is drawn into the
battle of designating the blamewor-
thy person is bound to be distrusted
by some or all family members. Be-
sides, our job is not to find out who
is to blame. Our job is to be helpful
in clearing away the debris that has
kept the family apart. A court of law
may be compelled to assign blame.
Pastoral care is not so concerned.

Rule 5: Very probably the pastor
is the first person who has ever
listened to the family.

Times without number, persons of
all ages have said to me, “No one
has ever taken the time and trouble
to listen to me before.” The most
difficult of persons has a story to
tell. We often want to devise solu-
tions before we know what the prob-
lem is. To be willing to hear a per-
son’s story without an abundance
of advice and false reassurance is not
cheap sympathy and is not approving
wrong. It is rather the outgrowth of
an understanding heart that makes it
possible for a person or a family to
articulate what until now has been
only vague, cloudy, nagging, under-
lying feelings.

Listening is hard work. It means
paying close attention. It means
helping the individual to understand
himself. It means helping him to
say what he really means. We do this
when we say something like, “You
seem to be saying ... Is that what
you mean? (or feel, or want, or are
afraid of)?”

Rules of thumb are not meant to
be unchangeable. Rather to be direc-
tion signals pointing the way to prob-
abilities. It is my prayer that these
will serve as guidelines for which the
pastor may be alert as he ministers
to the families within the church.
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Trials and tests are more easily borne
when one realizes that they are the
necessary stepping-stones to stability,

and not proofs that he has fallen from grace

Holiness Does Not Establish One

been Written on
V holiness and what it will do
for the one obtaining it. A few lines
on what it will not do may be in
order.

Holiness does not establish one.
This truth should be pointed out, for
| have often heard it preached that
it would do so. It has been called the
“establishing grace,” but that is not
true. The Bible does not teach it,
and life does not sustain it.

Holiness is necessary that we may
become established, but by the same
token, regeneration, or conversion,
is necessary for one’s establishment.
Certainly no sinner can be estab-
lished in grace, nor can an unholy
person. In that sense both regenera-
tion and sanctification are needed
as a basis for establishment, but
neither establishes one.

The record is, “After that ye have
suffered a while [He will] make you

olumes have

by
T. W. Willingham

Kansas City, Mo.
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perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you” (1 Pet. 5:10). Suffering awhile,
and receiving the sanctifying power
of God in a moment of time, are two
separate things and are accomplished
by different time schedules. Time is
necessary for suffering, and suffering
must precede establishing.

The same truth is taught in He-
brews where the writer is contrasting
the “babe” in Christ with those of
“full age.” One can become of full
age only by having his “senses exer-
cised to discern both good and evil,”
and it takes time to exercise one’s
senses.

The time element necessary for
perfection is seen in the life of Christ.
It was necessary “to make the cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings” (Heb. 2:10). Then there
came a t“me—after His sufferings—
that it could be said of Him, “And
being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation” (Heb.
5:9).

Much harm has been done by
claiming for some work of divine
grace more than God teaches, and
this teaching that holiness estab-
lishes is a false doctrine. It contra-
dicts the Word.

Many young Christians, having
been thus taught, and finding them-
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selves unsettled after sanctification,
begin to doubt their experience and
become discouraged and give up the
race. It takes a lot of suffering to
bring the newborn Christian to
strength and stability of Christian
character.

It should also be noted that God
has promised to establish us. We
need not fear and despair at this
point. We need to know the method
by which this is to be done and not
be misled and become disillusioned
in the process.

The laws of grace are in many
ways like the laws of nature. Why
not? God established both. First, we
have the seed, then the sprout, the
stalk, the ear, and then the ripened
grain. We have the helpless babe,
the growing child, the maturing
youth, then the full-grown.

In all of God’s workings, time is
required. So in grace. We need not
be discouraged if even though saved
and sanctified, we find ourselves not
established. We are on our way, but
times of suffering are needed. That
was true of the Christ who *learned

. obedience by the things which
he suffered,” so we can learn in no
other way.

While holiness does not establish
one, it is a necessary prerequisite.
So is conversion. So is conviction.
Each of these has its place, but all
of them together cannot establish
one.

This in no way minimizes the value
and the necessity of being holy, for
“without holiness ... no man shall
see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). It merely
puts it in its proper place.

If it is our sincere desire to become
grown-up and established, we should
not turn to the altar for a crisis
experience to accomplish this, but
rather rejoice when the means of
establishing are being encountered.
Perhaps it was this point Peter was
making when he wrote, “Think it not
strange concerning the fiery trial . . .
but rejoice” (1 Pet. 4:12-13).

James was saying the same thing,
“Count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations . . . the trying of
your faith worketh patience” (James
1:2-3).

Trials and tests are more easily
borne when one realizes that they are
the inevitable and necessary step-
ping-stones to stability, and not
proofs that he has fallen from grace
or that he has never had the “bless-
ing.”

If one can but see that life’s tests
are gateways to perfection, he can
begin to understand why Peter could
say “but rejoice” and James enjoin
“count it all joy.” One may learn
to be happy in the process, for the
process procures peace.

To understand here is to give zest
to the Christian way and find the
bow of promise draping life’'s darkest
clouds. There is no place for sadness
in the Christian life, for there is this
assurance that “our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17).

Let us then become followers of
Christ, enter into the way of holiness,
and faithfully suffer with Him and
gain the stability and strength of the
“full-grown.”

It all begins in the heart of the pastor. If it is not there, no plan-
ning, no prodding, no pressure will cause him to evangelize his com-

munity.

July—August, 1978

—Carl B. Clendenen
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"T his Is That”

By E. E. Wordsworth*

he Day of Pentecost ushered
T in a brand-new dispensation. It
is still in force and will continue
throughout all “the last days” of this
dispensation—that is from the first
Pentecost until Jesus comes again.
Dr. G. B. Williamson says: “Pente-
cost supercedes history. (1) Pente-
cost preserves the glory of the past,
(2) Pentecost provides reality in the
present, (3) Pentecost promises vic-
tory for the future.”

When Peter, in his sermon, said,
“This is that,” he referred only to
the prophecy of Joel (2:28-29). The
question naturally arises, This is
what? Let us see.

This is that which God ordained
for man from the very beginning.
“According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love”
(Eph. 1:4). Being the choice of God
that we should be “holy and with-
out blame before him in love,” it
must ever remain His choice—and
ours—for time and eternity. What a
privilege to have the abiding pres-
ence of the blessed Holy Spirit with-
in us!

This is that which recruits a Spirit-
filled ministry. Carefully read Acts
2:17-18. Pentecost is not a program;
it is a spiritual passion. It sent dis-

*Nazarene elder, retired, Seattle
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ciples everywhere preaching the gos-
pel. And what shall | say about
Harmon Schmelzenbach, Sidney
Knox, David Livingstone, John Wes-
ley, Martin Luther, Billy Graham,
and a large host of others fired with
a deep compassion for a lost world?

Wesley saw the great need for class
leaders to nurture the flock. William
Carvosso was also among those mak-
ing a great contribution to the king-
dom of Christ.

This is that which purifies the
heart (Acts 15:8-9). Dr. Daniel Steele
said, “This is a key passage teaching
heart purity with the Spirit's bap-
tism.”

When Bishop Asbury received it
he cried out, “ Oh, purity, it is heaven
below to feel all sin gone.”

Heart purity must never be sepa-
rated from the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Heart purity is the main
issue. It is also our great need.

This is that which gives us perfect
love toward God and man. “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart . . . and thy neighbour as
thyself.” Christ on His cross cried
out, “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” Stephen
had the same spirit as his Master
when being stoned to death—*And
he kneeled down, and cried with a
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge” (Acts 7:60).
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This is that which fills us with the
Holy Spirit. “And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:4).
The infilling with the Holy Spirit
and heart cleansing are like Siamese
twins. They are equated as being
simultaneous. You cannot have one
without the other.

This is that which empowers. “But
ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you” (Acts
1:8). The disciples lacked political
backing, financial strength, social
prestige, and were unlearned men,
but in the spiritual realm they were
at the top because all heaven was
back of them, and the Godhead was

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

On Allowing the Holy Spirit
to Be Himself

Dear Son:

You know, | rather believe that we
“straight-jacket” the Holy Spirit—al-
lowing Him to work only as we expect,
rather than as He would. | have
watched a great many pastors and
evangelists in the last 50 years giving
altar calls. You would think that the
Holy Spirit must come in the manner
that they propose, rather than the way
that He proposes. The methodology
seems set, the hymns selected “ prop-
erly” and the “magical” words given.

However, a prominent evangelist
came to our church last week and al-
lowed the Holy Spirit to work at His
good time. The evangelist was “open,”
winsome in his urgency, and intelli-
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within them. They evangelized every-
where they went, and great numbers
sought the Savior of men. It was
dynamic soul winning—witnessing
for Christ. God can use a divinely-
called preacher who is filled with
the Holy Ghost better than a bishop
without it.

Then let the Holy Spirit endue
you, and He will be your Helper.
Give priority to the presence and
mighty power of the Holy Spirit. Dr.
Bresee called it “enswathement.”
Paul said, “And my preaching was
not with enticing words of man’s
wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power” (1 Cor. 2:4).

gent in his appeal. You could feel the
presence of God’s love in fellowship.
I had the feeling that it was a good
time to respond to God’'s call. As a
result, there were a number who re-
sponded to the calls who had been
negative in their attitudes to revival.

These are good times in which the
Holy Spirit is working in many differ-
ent ways—and we should respond by
allowing Him to work as He sees fit
rather than what we design. That
doesn’t mean that there will be dis-
order. No! Out of planning will come
times of great fruitfulness. The Holy
Spirit is not the author of disorder.
However, in an open way, the Holy
Spirit will “take” a service if we will
only let Him.

I understand by your last letter that

you will be in Indiana holding a revival
for a pastor friend. Mother and 1 will
pray that there will be a wonderful
spirit of God’s presence until you will
preach with liberty and Christ’'s Spirit
will hover over each service.
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"This Ye Ought to Have Done®

By Ken Huffman*

T was pastoral recall Sunday,
I and after the service had been
turned over to the secretary of the
board, my wife and | went home to
await the outcome. We had been pas-
toring this church for five years.

The secretary came to our home
and informed me of the vote. | was
recalled for four years, but there
had been more negative votes than
expected.

Suddenly | began experiencing
some physical reactions completely
unknown to me. There was dizziness,
pressure in my neck, extreme head-
ache, spots before my eyes. | went to
the hospital where my blood pressure
was recorded as 200/120, which the
doctor informed me was stroke range,
brought on by extreme stress and
fatigue. | stayed in the hospital for
four days until the situation was
controlled. The attending physician
also said, “If it were not for your
excellent physical condition at age
48, you would have no doubt gone
into coronary.”

Why did this happen? Three
months earlier our youngest son was
seriously injured in an auto accident,
suffering a broken neck and closed
head injury. He was unconscious for
five and one-half weeks in the shock
trauma unit of University Hospital.

As parents, we suffered untold
agony. We were driving 150 miles
every day for nine weeks to tell him

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Easton, Md.
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we loved him, to pray for him, and to
look for some glimmer of hope. Dur-
ing all this time we kept up with
pastoral responsibilities in our com-
munity and local church. The finan-
cial strain added to what was already
an unbearable load. God answered,
however, and Buddy is recovering
and will eventually be a whole per-
son.

For the past eight years | have
disciplined myself to an exercise rou-
tine. Three or four days a week,
beginning at 6:30 a.m., | run from
two to three miles each day. | use the
YMCA and swim several miles a
week. | started this program, thanks
to Dr. Kenneth Cooper’s book, Aero-
bics. I ran daily, year round, in Maine
where snow comes early, and con-
tinued to do so in the warm Mary-
land sunshine. This program saved
my life and my ministry.

As pastors, we can’'t avoid stress,
pressure, recalls, and even family
tragedy. All around us pastors are
terminating their ministries prema-
turely. Many live overweight, no ex-
ercise, stress-filled lives, and the
devil is overjoyed to see an effective
ministry cut short.

Brothers, we can’'t avoid some
things, but we can be prepared to
meet them. When we give an account
of our lives before God, and some
are shortened due to gross neglect
and carelessness, Jesus may well
point a finger at a wiser brother and
say, “This ye ought to have done.”
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Compiled by the Department of Stewardship |~ ©STsoSSI*“ dtor

General Superintendent Coulier

The Moment
of Urgency

B y THE TIME THIS Preacher’s Magazine reaches your desk,
the oppressive summer heat will have arrived.

But | am writing to you on January 25, 1978. The great
Mid-Quadrennial Conference on Evangelism in Oklahoma City
has closed. The 1978 Leaders’ Conference has adjourned. The
overseas superintendents have disbanded and returned to their
labors across the globe. The Church Growth Seminars have
adjourned and all have returned to their fields of labor. All of
these events have contributed blessing, inspiration, information,
and incentive.

Are we making the present moment one of urgency? Are we
utilizing all the plans, programs, and ideas in a concrete way to
build God’s kingdom and increase Hiswork?

An Old Testament text has intrigued me for a long time. It's
found in 2 Samuel 3:17-18a: “Abner had communication with the
elders of lIsrael, saying, Ye sought for David in times past to be
king over you: Now then do it...”

The historical background is simply this: Israel had given
consideration to putting David on the throne as king. Now Abner
seizes the opportunity and challenges them, “Now then do it”

There are times in church life and in our own personal
ministries when we must deliberately say to ourselves, “Now, then,
do it!”

Through trained and dedicated churchmen we have been
receiving an outpouring of knowledge and technique like no
other generation of preachers has ever enjoyed.

“Now then do it!”



Department leaders in evangelism, church growth, home
missions, and Christian life ministries have shared concepts, ideas,
and challenges with us.

“Now then do it!”

The moment of urgency is upon us! We have been trained,
coached, organized, and motivated.

“Now then do it”

With a church membership net growth rate of 1.43 per-
cent last year in the United States, we must begin to put into
practice the things which we have seen and heard. Our own in-
tegrity as God-called ministers of the gospel requires itt Our com-
mitment to give the gospel to every man in the same measure that
we have received it demands it!

“Now then do it



EDUCATION AND THE MINISTRY

Dishwater time
for
preachers

Iwinem
time for
preachers9wives

Everyone’s heard about PALCON ...
Now its WILCON

Wives’ Leadership Conference

Conference Dates
TNC December 5-8,1978
CNC May 15-18, 1979
ENC June 5-8, 1979
MVNC June 12-15, 1979
ONC June 26-29, 1979
MANC  July 17-20, 1979
BNC July 24-27,1979
NNC August 7-10,1979
PLC August 21-24,1979

SVIIEC|% f

Director—Neil B. Wiseman
WIVES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES

Chairperson—Marion K. Rich 24C



GIRLS AND BOYS
LOOK FORWARD TO..

PROMOTIONA
AGLFI271976

AM EXCITING TIME
OF RECOGNITION

19032
m (9-11)

CT-43
Nur;
CT-49067
Youth (15-18) CT-49075
Department
to Department
NEW THIS SEASON! :
Designed and illustrated in natural full ‘omotion
color to relate to the respective age- A Thisislo ki
groups. Inside each folder is a selected -
scripture and special form for per- non——— ©
sonalizing with name, department,
date, and signature. French fold.
5% x V4’ . Matching envelope. -
PACKAGE OF 10
(same stock number) PROMOTION DAY
ONLY $1.45 PROGRAM BUILDER hwotm
ORDER BY NUMBERS An excellent source for ideas Tky
UNDER EACH ILLUSTRATION and materials for planning an

interesting, well-rounded pro-
gram. 32 pages.

NOT SHOWN MP-501 95¢

CT-431 Recognition Certificate
CT-432  Appreciation Certificate
Package of 12 for 1.75

For other Promotion Day supplies and appropriate awards, and
Bibles, consult our latest copy of The Catalog. Free upon request.
Order at once while ample stock available »* NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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Centered on Christ
Based on Bible Principles
Reflects Sound Educational Principles
Arranged for Easy Use

Written with a
Wesleyan-Arminian Interpretation

Designed to  set Student Needs

%
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LIFE INCOME

Pastor: A message to help you
and your people invest in
Christian higher education.

leach your
assets the
way of wisdom

What reaches farther into the future than investments made for the
training of Christian young people?

On the campuses of our Nazarene Bible College, the Theological
Seminary, ten liberal arts colleges in the U.S. and Canada

plus 37 Bible colleges and seminaries in other nations over
12,000 young men and women are studying for the ministry
and other vocations of service.

Whether a Nazarene school alumnus, parent or friend, the
provision you make through careful estate planning ensures the
future well-being of these institutions dedicated to preparing
young people for effective, Christian contribution to their world.

Would you like to share in a Christ-directed shaping of the future?

In light of these troubled times, the world needs dedicated
Christian young people. Help undergird our colleges of higher
learning. Invest through Horizons... while receiving generous
returns, tax benefits and the deep joy of being a laborer
together with God.

For more information, request the free booklet below.
Take a wise look ahead.

NOTA”

Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
6401 The Paseo

Please send me.
“A New Way to Invest in Your Church.
While Investing in Your Future."

Kansas City, MO 64131 ’F\’IZS;;%FS
Attn: Robert W. Crew church
Address
City State Zip
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

An exciting new program on “Playing Hymns Properly” is
now ready. If you are interested in using your talents more
effectively, contact the Christian Service Training office, the
Department of Evangelism, or your pastor and get
information on a workshop for hymn-playing or for
resources available for self-study.

“A” credit would be 300 minutes spent in workshop time.
Unit 178b
“B” credit would be 600 minutes spent in workshop time.

Unit178.1a
Completion of preparatory Book P and exam.

Unit178.2a
Completion of exam from Book 1.
Unit 178.3a
Completion of exam from Book 2.
Unit 178.4a
Completion of exam from Book 3.
Unit 178c
“C” credit and a certificate will be provided on the completion of all four books.

These hymn-playing resources have been developed by Mrs. Evonne Neuenschwander, who
is an outstanding teacher, accompanist, church pianist. She is the founder of the Music
Department of the Nazarene Bible College in Colorado Springs, Colo., and the author of the
resources in this new hymn-playing program.

Mrs. Neuenschwander earned her Bachelor of Music degree from the University of
Colorado with a major in piano pedagogy and a Master of Music Education degree from
the University of Northern Colorado with a major in music administration and supervision.
The title of her master’'s thesis was “The Training and Supervision of Prospective Pianists
for the Church of the Nazarene.”

Fall is a good time also to study church growth . . .

Get Ready to Grow

A Strategy for Local Church Growth
By Paul R. Oijala

DENOMINATION-WIDE STUDY
118 pages Paperback $1.95

STRATE%AANUAL 10% discount on 5 or more

STRATEGY MANUAL FOR CHURCH GROWTH

Specialized material for leaders preparing and presenting this
study. Includes eight overhead transparencies. $2.00

Plan and Order NOW!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE  Ppost Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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READING PACKETS for

CHILDREN —YOUTH —ADULT MINISTRIES

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES PACKET

When We Share the Bible with Children

By Elizabeth B. Jones

REVISED! Guidelines for acquainting girls and boys with

God's Word. Mrs. Jones discusses the general theme and

structure of the Bible, basic concepts of God, and

practical ways to teach Bible truths. 128 pages. Paper.
$2.50

The Ministry of Music with Children

By Ethel Westmark Bailey

Emphasizes music as an effective teaching tool. Suggests

ideas for musical activities, use of instruments, children's

choirs, and music for special events. Enlightening to those

with limited musical ability. 88 pages. Paper. A || text.
$1.95

Let's Teach with Bible Games

By Donna Fillmore

An experienced children's worker presents a wide variety
of fun methods for learning new facts and truths, rein-
forcing old ones, and building excitement into your
teaching plans. 72 pages. Paper. $1.95

u-778

Packet of above 5 titles

You Make the Difference for 4's and 5's

By Mary E. LeBar

A "how-to-teach" book of information and inspiration.
Teachers of small children will be reminded of their life-
influencing responsibility, and glean methods which will
make the teaching of God's Word more meaningful. 48
pages. Paper. .95

Teaching Children in the Sunday School
By Muriel Blackwell/Elsie Rives

Valuable information about teaching girls & boys in
grades 1-6, and providing them with meaningful Bible
learning experiences through a variety of activities in the
local Sunday school. 184 pages. Paper. A L*IJtext. $2.50

A $9.85 Val

Be sure to read about the YOU TH and ADULT MINISTRIES PAC KETS



YOUTH MINISTRIES PACKET

Doorways to Discipleship

By Winkie Pratn
y Winkie Fratney Youth Bible Study Notebook

This one's gonna be big in our new discipling venture in
9 9 pling By John and Susan Souter

NYI. Practical guidance, biblical approach, unique illustra-

tions, easy reading. 272 pages. Paper. $2.95 Another aid to discipleship. Strong, young graphics.
Open-minded enough for personal creativity. Your

It's Great to Have a God Who Cares friends will wonder how to get their own copy. 192 pages.

By Meg Woodson Paper. $3.95

You probably won't lay it down 'til you've read it all.

Thirteen-year-old Peggie, the author's daughter, struggles U-1378 Packet of above 4 titles

with life and death. 148 pages. Paper. $1.95
pages. Tap A $10.85 Value for $9.75
Scriptures to Sing

123 singable selections by such composers as Skillings,
Carmichael, Crouch, Fettke. Guitar and piano accompani-
ment. Order extras so everyone has a copy. 128 pages.
Ring binding.

MB-439 $1.95

ADULT MINISTRIES PACKET

The Best Half of Life

By Ray and Anne Ortlund

From two people who have experienced “middle years"
and the challenge this time can be to new beginnings,
new plans, new relationships, and a new you. 128 pages.
Paper. $2.95

Magnificent Marriage
By Gordon MacDonald
Demonstrates that a successful marriage is achieved when
Romance—to like, Companionship—to share, Service—to
support, Sexuality—to know, are in balance. 182 pages.

Paper. $3.95 You and Adults

By Lawrence O. Richards

. Offers clear and simple guidelines for teachers that can
U-1478 Packet of 3 titles transform a dull, lifeless adult class into an exciting learn-

A $9.15 Value for $7.95 ing experience. lllustrated with helpful charts and out-
! ' lines. 112 pages. Paper. $2.25

Beneficial Enoughfor Your Personal Library

Order ALL THREE Packets for the Church Library
A $29.80 Value for ONLY $26.45

Prices subject to change without notice.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE - Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



CRADLE ROLL

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 10

Satan is doing his WORST to
destroy American homes!

NEW PARENT OUTREACH EVANGELISM
was never more needed!

CRADLE ROLL SUNDAY—
SEPTEMRER 10
is the day to
ALERT YOUR CHURCH—

1. The CR isEVANGELISTIC OUTREACH.
2. The CR isMINISTRY TO PARENTS.

3. The CR brings new parents into the
Sunday school.

4. The CR adds new members by profession
of faith.

5. The CR gives the baby a Christian

THE
BIG QUESTION..
00 WE
REALLY CABE..
ENOUGH?



Have a revival for children
this year by using an
evangelist specially trained in
children’s ministries.

BOOKLETS AVAILABLE FROM

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE:

Post Office Box 527,
Kansas City, Missouri 64141

REALLY LIVING

A witnessing booklet designed for
use in leading children to Christ and
helping them share Christ with
others. Leader’s Guide also
available.

LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN -
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
Illustrated 24-page booklet for use
in establishing children who have
accepted Christ. Contains 16
devotions.

| CARE ... DO YOU?
Designed to teach children about
stewardship; 12-page booklet of
word games and pictures.

For recommendations call

The Department of Evangelism
Toll-Free WATS Line
800-821-2154

The Bible says, “Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart from it”
(Proverbs 22:6).

The basic traits of a child’s character
are formed before the age of 6
years, and major interests in life take
permanent shape by the time he is
12.

If we want our children to be
Christians, we must provide special
revival services for them on their
level where they can have the
opportunity of making a
commitment to Christ.

If we want our children to be
Nazarenes, we must give them
Nazarene literature.

WIN THE CHILD. . .
THEN WIN THE FAVILY.

“A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.
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ADULT MINISTRIES

AN/

Here are ways to
| help you move

Forward:

Start a new adult class
or Singles, Just Marrieds,
r Senior Adults

rriage enrichment retreat

r Adult Ministries
ave a Senior Adult retreat
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What Are
"Work and Withess"
Groups?

QUESTION: What exactly are “Work and Witness” groups?

ANSWER: These are mainly small teams of men and women organized under local
church or district “Men in Mission” sponsorship to put up a building on a
world or home mission field.

QUESTION: Where do these groups go?

ANSWER: Most of their projects are located in Central America and the Caribbean;
however, projects are available all around the world.

QUESTION: How long do the teams stay on these projects?
ANSWER: They usually complete their work in a two-week time period.

QUESTION: Where are the home mission projects?

ANSWER: These could be on the team’s own district, or somewhere else in
North America.

QUESTION: What are the financial requirements?

ANSWER: Each team provides the cost of the material for their project: around
$500 per team member or a minimum of $5,000. Then they cover all the
travel, food, and lodging costs for the team. The project is undertaken after
the church’s General Budget commitment is met.

QUESTION: Why is that?

ANSWER: Because if General Budget receipts drop, mission field staff and activi-
ties have to be curtailed. We might not be able to handle a visiting team on a
short-staffed field.

QUESTION: But isn't $5,000 plus expenses a lot of money? Are many teams able
to afford this?

ANSWER: Around 40 teams went in the past year.

QUESTION: Are there other teams than those doing building projects?

ANSWER: Some youth teams are organized for evangelism, and Nazarene Medical
Action Fellowship is forming a medical team to go to the Dominican Republic
in August.

QUESTION: Where can we get more information about “Work and Witness”
projects?

ANSWER: Write Richard Gammill, Department of World Mission, 6401 The
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

QUESTION: One more question: is there really a place on the teams for ladies?

ANSWER: Absolutely. Most teams include some ladies to help with cooking,
washing, etc., even to help with the construction.
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LH= THE
INSTRUMENIAL

TABENT INYQR

Arrangement of ALL
the songs found in
the Nazarene hymnal "Worship in Song

SO O”™Ymns

for™*ngtruirie nts

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND COMPLETE
COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND GOSPEL SONGS
EVER PUBLISHED FOR INSTRUMENTS

After several years in preparation, these versatile,
easy-grade arrangements are available for orchestra
or ensembles at school, church, or home. More
than 500 hymns and well-known gospel favorites
are superbly arranged by Harold Lane in six books
to include all popular instruments. Each durable
book contains 316 9" x 12" pages for easy reading
... bound in lie-flat, plastic ring binding.

*1122

BOOK A—MB-327

BOOK B-MB-328 Specif_y

BOOK C-MB-329 quantity

BOOK D-MB-330 of each
book

BOOK E-MB-331
BOOK F-MB-332

SAMPLE SCORE FROM 500 HYMNS FOR INSTRUMENTS (slightly reduced from actual size)

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

BOOK A

CLARINET
(Bb) L1l

TENOR
SAXOPHONE
BARITONE
(Tc)

BOOK C for BOOK D for BOOK E for
VIOLIN I 1. 11l TROMBONE |, I, lll HORN (F) I, Il
FLUTE |, Il STRING BASS ALTO SAXOPHONE (Eb) I, I

For additional information...
SACRED MUSIC FOR INSTRUMENTS—A
mini-catalog describing the content and
arranging style of this fabulous work and
offering many other collections for solos,
trios, ensembles, and handbells.

BOOK F for
MELODY (T.C.)
GUITAR (Chord symbols)
TUBA (Bass line) DRUMS

PREVIEW PACKET
Play and hear for yourself.
Includes: record sound
sheet, sample scores, and
colorful descriptive bro-

chure.
MU-50 $1.00

For a full range of sacred music rely on Jm tillenas
MSEGEAIIONS

Music Division of Your NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post O ffice Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

ARE VUIIl READ

Many people approach retirement with very little previous
thought about the amount of income they are likely to
receive from various sources. They just assume that
the various institutions of society will care for
this need.

What Social Security Provides

This assumption is only partially valid. Itis
true that Social Security is meeting a vital
need in the United States. However, Social
Security was never intended to be the only source of
retirement income. Today the average retired couple
receives about $380 per month from Social Security, though
some receive as much as $675 per month.

What Your Church Provides

The retirement plan provided by your church is actually composed of two
programs. The first of these is the “Basic” Pension. The benefit you receive from
this plan is not based on any financial contribution you make as an individual, but
on your years of full-time ministerial service in the Church of the Nazarene. Itis
funded by the Pensions and Benevolence Budget which every Nazarene church
pays. A minister with 40 years of service presently receives $160 per month under
the “Basic” Pension plan. This amount is double what it was when the program
began in 1971 (the result of four increases over six years). More increases are
expected as each church faithfully pays its Pensions Budget.

How You Can Provide for Your Own Future

The second part of the Nazarene ministerial pension plan is where you can really
help yourself. The Nazarene Supplemental Retirement Program is a
tax-sheltered annuity. In this plan, your church employer contributes an amount
equal to up to 20 percent of your salary into a special account under your name.
At retirement your accumulated funds are used to purchase an annuity.
(Basically, an annuity is an agreement whereby an insurance company promises
to provide an individual with a guaranteed monthly income for life.)

The Best Program Available

You can really “cash in” with the Nazarene Supplemental Retirement Program!
The current rate of interest for all new deposits is 9 percent, compounded
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PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE
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annually. That's the best rate we know of! Even better is the fact that you pay no
service charge as you would with most annuities. All administration costs are
absorbed by the Department of Pensions (another benefit of your church paying
its Pensions Budget!).

Since this plan meets governmental requirements for tax-sheltered annuities
available to employees of nonprofit organizations, you need not pay income tax
on your deposits or interest until you withdraw the funds. Since your income is
usually lower in retirement than in your peak earning years, you would be

taxed at a lower rate. The double (65 and over) exemption for your spouse and
yourself would also lower your tax in retirement.

In More Concrete Terms ...

For example, for an individual age 40 who would begin now to deposit $50.00
each month and continue to do so until retirement at age 65, here’s what would
happen (assuming the interest rate remains unchanged):

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $15,000 00
ACTUAL CASH VALUE 53,265.42
MONTHLY INCOME 464 10

(10 years certain and life)

Hopefully, this gives you an idea of what retirement income you might expect.
Are you ready to retire? Enrolling in the Nazarene Supplemental Retirement
Program can help you prepare for that future reality. You do have something to
say about your retirement income.

To improve Your Outlook ...

Write today to see what the Nazarene Supplemental Retirement Program can
do for you.

Dean Wessels
Department of Pensions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131
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A simple, biblical, and personal presentation of the Spirit-filled life

Prepared by LYLE POTTER, widely known *H V4 m

evangelist in the Church of the Nazarene r ‘e

.. designed to give pastors and evangelists a tool to lead the unsanctified into the Spirit-
filled life. Laymen, spiritually qualified and trained, may effectively use these materials as
well. It is our prayer that the Holy Spirit will honor His Word and that thousands will be led
into the Spirit-filled life, to become dynamic, enthusiastic disciples of Christ."

Don J. Gibson

Executive Secretary, Department of Evangelism

The Abundant Life FLIP CHART
Designed to be used on a person-to-person basis when leading one into the experience of entire
sanctification.

Colorfully illustrated pages give the various steps into the Spirit-filled life, concluding with a
prayer and guidelines for victorious living. Extra heavy paperboard covers and plastic ring bind-
ing allows chart to stand independently and turn easily. Instruction folder included. 8% x 11”.

10 pages.
VE-38

ABUNDANT LIFE

$1.95

The Abundant Life BOOKLET

Appropriate for giving a person after the chart presentation. Miniature
pages provide the seeker with the opportunity for review and study at
home.

Suitable also when inconvenient to use the flip chart. 4 k x 5W". Attractive
two-color, 12 pages.

VE-29 Package of 10 for $1.00

The Abundant Life USER'S GUIDE
Important information one should have before making the presentation.
Rev. Potter discusses the underlining purpose and plan of this Abundant

Life chart, offering valuable suggestions on what to say when explaining the
various steps into the Spirit-filled life. 6 x 8”. 16 pages. Paper.

VE-39 50c

HERE'S HOW TO LIVE THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

fay Lyle K. Potter
A reassuring little book of practical guidance for maintaining a healthy
spiritual life.

Excellent for placing in the hands of those who have just experienced the
blessing of entire sanctification. 40 pages. Paper.
$1.00
Available from your

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



HOME MISSIONS

Church GROWTH

Planning Notebooks
Available NOW

1. Your church participated in the 1978 denomination-wide
study of church growth, GET READY TO GROW, by Dr. Paul
Oijala.

2. You conducted a Diagnostic Clinic for your church, using
materials obtained from the Nazarene Publishing House and
developed jointly by the Department of Home Missions and the
Fuller Theological Seminary.

3. The next step in your cycle of growth is the Church Growth
Planning Notebook. This is a series of workbooks to enable you as
pastor to lead your church through a definitive planning process to
get your church on the grow again.

4. These notebooks (S-3996) are available from the Nazarene
Publishing House for $14.95. Each notebook packet contains a
series of 3 planning workbooks for the pastor and 10 planning
workbooks for church board members. Additional workbooks
(BLS-3996) for the church board are available, if needed, for $1.50
each. Order by number.

Order your notebook packet today. The stock number is
S-3996.

5. Do each of the above steps
sequentially as outlined. Itis
important to do each step in
order.

Nazarene Publishing House
P.O. Box 527
Kansas City, MO 64141



PASTOR’'S
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

Current Selection

HOW TO KEEP
THE YOKE FITTING

By Mendell Taylor

Present it in the prayer meeting hour to your lay
people to purchase.

65¢C 5 or more, 39c* Each

Plus 4c per book tor postage

For additional information, consult special flyer in
the JULY Minister’'s Book Club Mailing.

*40% discount applies to personal purchases only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE « Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT. GROWING. EFFECTIVE CHURCH!

Fresh insights expanding on books of

similar titles
Valuable guidelines for
LIS everyday Christian living
Smorr
library of

audio books

Recorded on two sides of high
guality cassette tapes . ..

TAX-1001 What Is Sanctification? TAX-1005 How to Live like a Christian
TAX-1002 The Power of Your Attitudes TAX-1006 Easyto Live With

TAX-1003 Your Life in Christ TAX-1007 Living like Christians at Home
TAX-1004 Christians in Families Each $3 50
TAX-1008 Set of above 7 tapes SAVE $3.50 $21.00

A meaningful listening activity while driving, working around the home,

relaxing.
f Place Your Order TODAY!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1, Taft St., Danielson, CT 06239

AMOS, CARL A (C) c/o NPH*

*ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St,
Methuen, MA 01844

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Box 821, Conway, AR 72032

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St., Tampa, FL 33604

*ARNI FAMILY SINGERS. (R) 430 N. Chestnut St., Eldon, MO
65026 (full-time)

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, IL 62221

#BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) P.O. Box 32, Orange
City, FL 32763

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, M| 48446

+BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Or., Charleston, W
25306

*BANEY, TOM. (C) Mobile Manor Lot 117, Linton, IN 47441

BARTON, GRANT M. 1551 Darlington Ave, Crawfordsville, IN
47933

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 254, Roland, OK 74954

#BELL, JAMES 4 JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

#BELL, WAYNE & TEENA. (C) Rte. 1, Ashdown, AR 71801

+ BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River-
view, FL 33569

#BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37407

BEYER, HENRY T. 103 Johnstons Rd., Pearl River, LA 70452

*BISHOP, BOB. (See Gospel Singing Policemen)

#BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (C) 3601 S.R. 703 E, No. 65,
Celina, OH 45822

#BLUE, DAVID & DANA. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, TN 37206

BOGGS, W. E. 11323 Cactus Ln, Dallas, TX 75238

BOHANNAN, GRADY B. (C) 2206 Lampton, Muskogee, OK 74401

« BOHI, ROY. (C) 403 Annawood Dr., Yukon, OK 73099

*BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe. KS 66061

+BOND, GARY C. (C) 410 S. Clay St., Sturgis, MI 49091

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, CA
91792 .

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. 1695 Audrey Rd., Columbus, OH 43224

*BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rte. 560, Urbana, OH 43078

BRISCOE, JOHN. (C) 5925 N.W. 60th, Oklahoma City, OK 73122
(full-time)

*BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, IL 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E., JR. (C) Rte. 1, Box 245, Westmoreland,
NH 03467

*BROWN, CURTIS R (C) 144 North Fifth St., Reading, PA 19603

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) Rte. 2, Hillsboro, TN 37342

*BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724, Kankakee, IL 60901

#BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C) 6028 Miami Rd..
South Bend, IN 46614

BUDD, JAY B. (R) 1385 Hentz Dr., Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

+BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (C) P.O. Box 165, Monaca. PA
15061

CAMPBELL, BILL. (C) 1912 Osage Cir., Olathe, KS 66061 (full-
time)

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/o NPH*

CARLETON, J. D. (C) 3530 11th St., Port Arthur, TX 77640

CARLTON, C. B. Il S. Locust St., McComb, MS 39648

*CAUDILL, STEVE & SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, M| 48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, MA 02346

*CELEBRATION TRIO. (C) 1202 Kanawha Ave., Dunbar, WV 25064

#CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON | LOIS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 115a, Milton-
vale, KS 67466

(C) Commissioned; (R) Registered; ¢ Preacher& Song Evangelist; + Song Evangelist.

T Yy

CHEZEM, DALE E. (R) Rte. 1, Box 153A, Lookout Mountain, TN
37350 (full-time)

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, OH 45840

CLIFT, NORVIE O. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave, San Diego, CA 92110

#CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave., Bowling Green,
KY 42101

*COBB, BILL & TERRI (C) P.O. Box 75512, Oklahoma City, OK
73107

#CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850

+CONWAY EVANGELISTIC PARTY, TED. (C) 905 Wallington Cir.,
Greenwood,IN 46142

COOK, RALPH. 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, CA 91780

CORBETT, C. T. 459 N. Forest, Bradley, IL 60915

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, LA 71301

+COY, JIM. (C) 3205 Churchview Dr, Valparaiso, IN 46383

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, OH 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. t MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, Rte. 2,
Box 7, Vicksburg, MI 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2, Box 186, Walker, WV 26180

CREWS, H. F. t MRS. Box 18302, Dallas, TX 75218

*CROFFORD, DON. (R) 254 Southridge Dr, Rochester, N'Y. 14626

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI, Hermiston, OR 97838

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, LA 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, OH 43420

DAVIS, LEO. 403 “N" St., Bedford, IN 47421

DEFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342, Barberton, OH 44203

#DELL, JIMMY. (C) 4026 E. Flower St., Phoenix, AZ 85018

DELONG, RUSSELL V. 5932 48th Ave. N, St. Petershurg, FL
33709

#DENNIS, DARRELL & FAMILY. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

*DENNISON, MARVIN E. (R) 1208 S.E. Green Rd, Tecumseh,
KS 66542

DISHON, CLARENCE. (C) Rte. 8, Box 251J, Indianapolis, IN 46234

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte. 15, Bowling Green, KY 42101

#DIXON, GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers,
c/o NPH*

DODGE, KENNETH L. (C) 319 Wilson Ave, Richmond, CA 94805

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Box 370, Crossville, TN 38553

*DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville.
TN 37211

DUNN, DON. (C) P.O. Box 132, Bartlett, OH 45713

#DURHAM, GARY & CLARION TRIO. (C) P.O. Box 1536, Spring-
field, MO 65805

EASTMAN, H. T. 5102 Galley Rd, Space 317A, Colorado Springs,
CO 80915

*EBY FAMILY SINGERS. (R) 1905 Omohundro Ct, Nashville, TN
37210

ECKLEY, LYLE E. P.O. Box 153, Laguna Park, TX 76634

*EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 7042 Forest View Dr, West Chester, OH
45069

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 674, Frederick, OK 73542 (full-
time)

*ELROD, RON. (R) Box 7150, Flint, M| 48507 (full-time)

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr, Danville, VA
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, OH 34227
(full-time)

*EVERLETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta, OH 45750

*EVENSEN, GREG. (See Gospel Singing Policemen)

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (C) Box 377, Stanton, KY 40380

*FELKNER, HENRY. (R) 4801 Sanger No. 7, Waco, TX 76710

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*
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#FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) c/o NPH*

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan. Olathe, KS 66061 (full-time)

FINKBEINER, A.). 84 B. Street, Campbell, CA 95008

FINNEY, CHARLES & ISOBEL. (C) 269 N.W. Lincoln Cir. N, St
Petersburg, FL 33702

FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1019 Elm St Ripley, OH 45167

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) Rte. 2, Clymer, PA 15728

#FORD, JAMES & RUTH. (C) Children's Workers, 1605 Laura St.,
Clearwater, FL 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E (C) Box 322, Carmi, IL 62821

#FRASER, DAVID. (C) 543 S. Detroit, Xenia, OH 45385

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, IL 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte. 1, Geff, IL 62842

*FULWOOD, JOANNE; | BOOTH, DIAN. (R) 625 N.E. 6th St,
Gainesville, FL 32601 (full-time)

GADBOW, C. D. (C) 1207 S. Second St., Marshalltown, 1A 50158

*GAGNON, DAVE t KAREN. (C) 130 Milford St, Rochester, NY
14615

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, KS 66061

*GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W. Hendricks, No. 7, Shelbyville,
IN 46176

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND. (C) Box 115, Mount Erie, IL 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E Highland, Muncie,
IN 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown. NY 14701

#GLAZE, HAROLD i MARILYN. (R) P.O. Box A, Calamine, AR
72418

*GLENDENNING, PAUL & BOBBIE. (C) Rte. 1, Birmingham, IA
52535

GOODMAN, WILLIAM A (C) Rte. 3, Box 269, Bemidji, WIN 56601

*GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy, Lot 67. Louisville, KY 40229

+ GOSPEL SINGING POLICEMEN, THE. (R) Box 764. Olathe, KS
66061

GRAVWVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, IL 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, TX 79412

*GREEN, JAMES t ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385. Canton. IL 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (C) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, TX 75766

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St., Sistersville, WV 26175

*GRINDLEY, GERALD & JANICE. (C) 539 E Mason St., Owosso, MI
48867

GRINDLEY, R. E (C) 4754 McFadden Rd, Columbus, OH 43229

GUNTER, WILLIAM J. (C) 515 Locust, Nampa, ID 83651

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, OK 74401

#HAINES, GARY. (C) c/o NPH*

¢ HALL, BILL & SHARON. (R) 1971 Bardstown Rd, Apt. 5,
Louisville, KY 40205 (full-time)

HALL, CARL N. (C) c/o NPH*

#HALL, DAVID i BETTY. (C) c/o NPH*

HAMILTON, JAMES A. 907 Cowan Ave., Conroe, TX 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes, IN 47591

HANCE, RAY. 7705 N.W. 20th St.. Bethany, OK 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. Burbank, OH 44214

HARROLD, JOHN W. 409 14th St., Rochelle. IL 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAVENER, J. D. (C) 2208 Woodlawn Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32303

HAYES, CECIL G. Rte. 2, Howard. OH 43028

HAYNES, 0. F. (C) 2044 11th Ave, Huntington, WV 25703

#HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St., Bethany, OK
73008

HECKER, JOHANNA. (C) c/o Church of the Nazarene, Longvue
Dr, Wintersville, OH 43952

HENDERSON, DEE. Rte. 1, Box 439A, Donaldson, AR 71941

HENDERSON, LATTIE V. (R) 3006 Liberty Rd, Greenshoro, NC
27406

HESS, BILL. (R) P.O. Box 382, Owasso, OK 74055 (full-time)

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HILDIE, D. W. (R) 3323 Belaire Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001
(full-time)

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vakey St, Corpus Christi, TX
78404

HOLCOMB, T. E. 9226 Monterrey, Houston, TX 77078
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HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte. 2, Indian Lake Rd, Vicksburg, MI 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) Holiday Mobile Estates, D-14, Jessup,
MD 20794

HOOQTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St, Columbia, KY 42728

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.O. Box 816, Durant, OK
74701

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St, Huntington, IN 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct, Columbus, OH
43214 (full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave, Charleroi, PA 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr, Harrison, TN 37341

ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, 610 Deseret,
Friendswood, TX 77546

*JACKSON, CHUCK & MARY. (C) Box 17226, Nashville, TN
37217

#JACKSON, HERB. (R) P.O. Box 640, Bethany, OK 73008 (full-
time)

+JACKSON, PAUL & TRISH. (C) Box 739, Meade, KS 67864

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 4270 Loomis No. A Colorado Springs,
CO 80906

JAGGER, MARVIN W. (C) 5102 Galley Rd, 442 A W, Colorado
Springs, CO 80919

JAMES, R. ODIS. 353 Winter Dr, St. James, MO 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN t MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave, Bellefontaine, OH
43311

JOHNSON, BOB. (R) Box 183, Bradley, IL 60915

JOHNSON, EDWARD J, (R) Rte. 1. Clearwater, MN 55320 (full-
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E, Lewiston, ID 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. Rte. 4, Box 42, Bel Air, MD 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr, Nashville, TN 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID J. (C) 6927 Parkway Ln, Nampa, ID 83651

KELLY, R. B. 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, OK 73008

KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. 2910 Harris St, Eugene, OR
97405

KESLER, JAMES & MARILYN. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon. IN
47991 (full-time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. 1241 Knollwood Rd, 46K, Seal Beach,
CA 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A, (C) RD. 2, Box 298, Brookville, PA 15825

KRATZ, ELDON 8, KAY. (R) 1510 Sylvia, Olathe, KS 66061

LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E. Jolly Rd, Lansing, MI 48910

¢LAMBERT, MARSHALL & MILDRED. (C) 264 E Caven St,
Indianapolis, IN 46225

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St, Junction City, OH 43748

LASSELL, RAY & JAN. (C) Rte. 1, Box 81, Brownsburg, IN 46112

#LAW, DICK i LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany, OK 73008

sLAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville, TN
37217 (full-time)

+ LAXSON, WALLY t GINGER. (C) Rte. 3, Box 118, Athens, AL
35611

sLECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove. Grandview, MO 64030

LEE, C. ROSS. 1945 E. Broad St., New Castle, IN 47362

#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1. Hicksville, OH 43526

LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C) 1324 W. Eymann, Reedley, CA
93654

LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, KS 66061

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd, Howell, M| 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI, Springfield, MO 65804

LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St, Elkhart, IN 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St, Bradford, PA
16701

+LOMAN, LANE & JANET. (C) c/o NPH*

LONG, WILMER A. (R) Rte. 2, Box 174, New Florence, PA 15944

LOWN, A J. c/o NPH*

4LUSH, RON I, MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LUTHI, RON. (R) 709 Sheridan Rd, Olathe, KS 66061

LYKINS, C. EARL. (R) 59059 Lower Dr, Goshen, IN 46526
(full-time)

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct, No. 1, Whitewater, WI
53190

MACALLEN, LAWRENCE J. (C) 41808 W. Rambler Ave, Elyria,
OH 44035



MADISON, G. H. 508 Shelby Ave.. Nashville, TN 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) c/o NPH*

MANN, L. THURL. (C) c/o NPH*

MARLIN, BEN F. P.O. Box 6310, Hollywood, FL 33021

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Alton, TX 79220

*MCABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, IN 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Byron, OH
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) 403 N. Jackson, Savannah, TN 38372

MCcKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando, FL 32809

*McKINNON, JUANITA. (C) Box 126, Institute, WV 25112

McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, OK
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1, Greenup, KY 41144

* MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

#MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belinder, Prairie Village,
KS 66208

MEYER, BOB. (R) (Dynamics of Spiritual Growth), 155 Longview
Ct, St. Marys, OH 45885

MEYER, VIRGIL G. 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, IN 46807

+MICKEY, BOB. IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar
CO 81052

MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 46th St., Reading, PA 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MINK, NELSON G. 1017 Gallatly St., Wenatchee, WA 98801

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St, Terre Haute, IN
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd, Nitro, WV 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. 19562 Winward Ln, Huntington Beach,
CA 92646

+MOYER, BRANCE E. (R) Camelot Apts., 8000 Midcrown, Apt.
2004, San Antonio, TX 78218 (full-time)

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont., Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD | MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids,
M| 49504

*NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St. Owosso, M|
48867

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NEWTON, DAN. (C) 215 Beecher St., Somerset. KY 42501

NORTON, JOE. Box 143, Hamlin, TX 79520

ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C) 2936 Leesburg Rd, S.W. Washington
Court House, OH 43160

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097

*OYLER, CALVIN. (R) Rte. 3, Box 100, Newton, KS 67114

OYLER, DON. (R) 144 W. Walnut. Liberal, KS 67901

*PARR, PAUL G. & DOROTHY. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A, Whitetown,
IN 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A. (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, JOHN. (R) Box 695, Colorado Springs. CO 80901 (full-
time)

PECK, W. A. (C) Rte. 2, Box 65A, Malden, MO 63863

#PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (C) Box 605, Sidney, MT 59270

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E Rte. 245, Cable, OH 43009

#PIERCE, BOYCE | CATHERINE. (C) Rte. 4, Danville, IL 61832

PITTENGER, TWYLA. (C) 413 N. Bowman St.,, Mansfield, OH 44903

*PITTS, PAUL. (C) 10909 Westgate, Overland Park, KS 66210

#PORTER, JOHN & PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE & LOIS. 14362 Bushard St, Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, CA 92683

POTTS, TROY C. 2952 Cameo, Dallas, TX 75234

+POWELL, FRANK. (C) Box 5427, Kent, WA 98031

PRESSON, DWIGHT. (C) 3632 Barbagallo Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129

PRICE, JACK. (C) Box 324, Roseville, IL 61473

PRIVETT, CALVIN C. (C) 234 Echo Hill Dr., Rossville, GA 30741

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando, FL
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown, IL 61542

RAYCROFT, R. N. c/o NPH*

READER, GEORGE H. D. Box 396, Chrisman, IL 61924

REDD, GARY. (R) Rte. 2, Box 247, Newton, TX 75966 (full-time)

REED, DOROTHY. (C) 2907 W. Bird St., Hannibal, MO 63401

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, IL 60914

REYNOLDS, PHIL. (C) 1779 Georgesvilie Rd, Columbus, OH 43228

RHAME, JOHN D. 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, MO
63701

RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison Ave.,
Indianapolis, IN 46225

RICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C) 421 S. Grand Ave, Bourbonnais,
IL 60914

RIDEN, K. R (C) c/o NPH*

RIST, LEONARD. (C) 3544 Brookgrove Dr., Grove City, OH 43123

ROACH, DOUGLAS F, (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, OK 73099

ROAT, THOMAS. (R) 1257 Westerfield PI., Olathe, KS 66061

ROBERTS, WADE W. (C) 1520 Walton Blvd., Rochester, M| 48063

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln, Arlington-. TX
76014

ROBINSON, TED L. (C) c/o NPH*

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville. TN 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (C) 2108 Alexander Ln, Bethany, OK
73008

RUSHING, KEN t EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St, Miami, FL
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte. 1, Lynchburg, TN 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204, La Vergne, TN 37086 (full-
time)

SANDERS, E. H. (C) 401 S. Oak St., Sapulpa, OK 74066

SANDERS, RUFUS. (C) 834 Trezevant, Memphis, TN 38108

SCARLETT, DON. (C) 7941 Nichols Rd, Windham, OH 44288

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City, OK 73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, M| 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln, P.O. Box 456, Alta Loma,
CA 91701

SCHULTZ, ERNEST & ELVA. (C) 1241 Lake Shore Dr.. Rte. 2,
Cleveland, Wi 53015

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave.,
Ashland, KY 41101

#SHARP, CHARLES | FAMILY. (C) Rte. 2, Box 216 D, Vicksburg,
MI 49097

SHARP, WILMA (GEEDING). (C) 1112 Englewood, Rantoul, IL 61866

SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave., Yorkton, Saskatchewan,
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln., St. Marys, OH 45885

+SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, IN
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O. Box 1083, Hendersonville, TN 37075

#SIPES EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) Box 16243, Wichita, KS 67216
(full-time)

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, CA 92117

#SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St., Rising Sun, IN 47040

#SLATER, GLEN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St., Independence,
KS 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany, OK 73008

+SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/lo NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 6701 DeSoto Ave. (No. 219), Canoga Park,
CA 91303

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd, Snover, Ml 48472

#SMITH, OTTIS E, JR, & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St,
Tidioute, PA 16351

SNELL, DALE E. (C) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, CO
80904

#SNIDER, C. W. & VICTORIA. (C) 706 S. 15th St., Vincennes, IN
47591

SNOW, DONALD E. 58 Baylis, S.W., Grand Rapids, M| 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave., Nashville, TN 37210

SPINKS, ROBERT L. (R) 718 Sequoya Tr, Irving, TX 75060

#SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C) c/o NPH*

SPROWLS, EARL. (C) 7021 Ranch Rd, Lakewood, FL 33801

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany, OK 73008

+STARK, EDDIE & MARGARET. (R) 6906 N.W. 36th St., Bethany,
OK 73008

STARNES, SAM LEE. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, IL 60915

STEEN, CURTIS. (C) 6809 N.W. 25th, Bethany, OK 73008

STEGAL, DAVID. (R) Rte. 2, Box 139, Yukon, OK 73099 (full-time)

STENGER, E. H. (C) 438 W. Judson, Youngstown, OH 44511

STEVENSON, GEORGE E. (C) 4021 Pebble Dr. S.E., Roanoke, VA
24014
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#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave. N.W. Rochester, MN
55901

+STONE FAMILY EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd., Lot
127, Colorado Springs, CO 80910

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1, Ramsey, IN 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield, OH
45503

STROUD, GLENDON. (C) 816 Second St., Marietta, OH 45750

STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte. 8, Box 555, Chillicothe, OH 45601

STUTTS, BILL. (R) Box 187, Buffalo, KS 66717

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Glenwood Dr,
73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte. 1, Sharon Grove, KY 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H. 409 N.E. 13th St, Abilene, KS 67410

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr,
Redding, CA96001

TAYLOR, EMMETT E (R) 1221 N.W. 82nd St, Oklahoma City, OK
73114

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, CO 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, OH 45440

#TEASDALE, ELLIS « RUTH. 58333 Ironwood Dr, Elkhart. IN
46514

THOMAS, W. FRED. 521 Ideal St, Milan, MI 48160

THOMPSON, HAROLD. 644 E Walnut St, Blytheville, AR 72315

+THORNTON, RON L. (C) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, IL 61241

THORNTON, WALLACE. (C) Rte 4, Box 49-B, Somerset, KY 42501

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petersburg, TX 79250

TOSTI, TONY. 8001 N.E. 89th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98662

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL & JEANETTE. (C) c/o NPH4

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

TURBYFILL, M. L 6812 N.W. 29th Terr, Bethany, OK 73008

#TURNOCK, JIM. (C) c/o NPH*

#UNDERWOOD, G. F. & MRS. 150 Shadylane Cir. Ct,
Warren, OH 44483 (full-time)

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N. 37th PI, Phoenix, AZ
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, M| 49002

Yukon, OK

STEWARDSHIP

VAUGHN, VOLA L. (C) 9400-93 St. N, Seminole, FL 33541
(full-time)

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln, Dallas, TX 75228

WADE, KENNETH W. (R) 6502 Bradbury Ave, Fort Wayne, IN
46809 (full-time)

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. & LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. Preacher & Chalk Artist, 1001 Averly
St, Fort Myers, FL 33901

*WELCH, JONATHAN i. ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville, IL
61832

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St, Charleston Heights, SC 29405

WELLS, KENNETH | LILY. Box 1043, Whitefish, MT 59937

WELLS, LINARO. (C) P.O. Box 1527, Grand Prairie, TX 75050

WEST, EDNA. (C) 910 Carlisle St, Colorado Springs, CO 80907

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake, Olathe, KS 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) P.O. Box 3232, Bartlesville, OK 74003

+WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St, Columbus, IN 47201
(full-time)

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr, Kokomo, IN 46901

WILLIAMS, LARRY. (C) 1418 Columbia Dr, Longview, TX 75601

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr, Bethany,
OK 73008

WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) P.O. Box 122, Mount Erie, IL 62446

WINGARD, TOM. (C) 1705 Madison Ave, Greenshoro, NC 27403

#WISEHART, LENNY | JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3987 4th St, Riverside, CA 92501

WOODWARD, ARCHIE. 6477 N. Burkhart Rd, Howell, MI 48843

WOODWARD, GEORGE. Rte. 2, Ermas, Box 149C, Cape May. NJ
08204

WOODWARD, S. OREN. (C) c/o NPH*

WOOLMAN, J. L. 1025 SW. 62nd, Oklahoma City, OK 73139

WRIGHT, E.G. (C) c/o NPH*

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162, Winfield, KS 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr, Frankfort, KY 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (C) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr, Bethel Park, PA

15102

#ZELL, R E. & MRS. (C) 6604 N.W. 29th, Bethany, OK 73008

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR—a Service to You

i When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secretary.

'i Name Date of Change
i Former Address Zip
i Former Church
|IE New Address

City State Zip _
. Name of Church District _
! New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed

from this one notification.

i Check Herald of Holiness (

Other

); World Mission (

); Preacher’s Magazine ( );

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)



If tradition stands in the way of
positive, necessary change, then
it is a yoke

Review Those Traditions

By Ronald S. Combs*

newly married Young bride was
A in the Kkitchen preparing the
first meal for her new husband and
her mother and father. She had cho-
sen to bake a large ham. Her husband
walked into the kitchen just as she
took a knife and cut off a chunk
from the end. The husband picking
up the piece of ham asked, “Why
did you cut this piece off?”

With a befuddled look she replied,
“Well, | don’'t know, but Mother
always did.”

Picking up the chunk of ham, he
led his wife into the living room to
his mother-in-law and asked, “When
you cook a ham, why do you cut this
piece off?”

The mother, in turn, looked puz-
zled and replied, “Well, 1 don’t know.
But my mother always did.”

Still curious, the young man ush-
ered his wife and her parents and the
piece of ham into the family car and
proceeded to grandma’s house. Lead-
ing the procession into the house,
he held up the object of his concern
and asked his wife’s grandmother,
“Why do you cut this piece of ham
off? My wife says it's because her
mom always did. And her mom says
it's because you always did. Why?”

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Lexington, Ky.
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With a twinkle in her eye, the
wise old woman reached into a pan-
try, pulled out a well-used cooking
pan and answered, “Well, honey,
because it wouldn’t fit in my pot.”

Humorous? Yes. But what about
many of the traditions that rule our
churches and/or our lives. Are they
merely traditions which serve no
practical purpose. Do they glorify
God or man? The Bible is full of ad-
monitions in regard to the almost
worshipful adherence to the tradi-
tions to which we have succumbed—
Matt. 15:2-3; Gal. 1:14; Col. 2:8; 1
Pet 1:18.

Tradition is fine and valuable,
but if it stands in the way of a posi-
tive, necessary change, then it is a
yoke and not a blessing. This is not
a call to dash all traditions, scrap all
procedures, and begin with all new
forms and systems. Never. But it is
a call to review those traditions. If
they glorify God, promote love, joy,
and liberty, then build on them. If
not, maybe they have outlived their
purpose.

May we never be guilty as Chris-
tians of too much legalism and too
little love, too much pride in the
results of our own accomplishments
and too little dependence on God’s
desire to use our lives.
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"Mommy, I Want Yous

By Betty B. Robertson*

and opportunities
as a preacher’s wife are numer-

y demands

that they have quality time with
their mother, and many happy mem-

ous. I conduct a weekly Ladies’ Bibdgies.

Study which requires in-depth prepa-
ration and reading. It also leads into
countless hours of individual coun-
seling with women.

Involvement in Sunday school
teaching and/or administration takes
creative energies. | spend time with
my husband, dreaming, planning,
and sharing. As often as possible we
do evening calling together. And of
course, every day is filled with mis-
cellaneous items that any pastor’'s
wife finds herself engaged in.

But the one thing which triggers
me into sensitive responsiveness are
the words from my daughter, “Mom-
my, | want YOU.” This is an indica-
tion for me to stop all the legitimate
activities which call for my attention
and spend time with her.

I now carefully plan into every
day special time with each of my
children. The hours | spend with the
church people and church-related
activities are important and fulfill-
ing. But my first responsibility is to
my children and family, seeing to it

*Pastor’s wife, Arvada, Colo.
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Right now since my children are
younger, we play games together,
read books, go to the library, make
craft projects, spend time at the
park, make cookies, go out for a
hamburger, and do a number of
things which they enjoy.

There are many things parsonage
families can do together such as
visiting the zoo, taking tours of places
of interest, enjoying a wiener roast,
having a picnic, window-shopping,
and visiting pet shops. Or spending
an evening at home together doing
such simple things as popping corn,
creating banana splits, or playing
table games.

I never want my children to feel
that my church activities and other
people come first and that they are
second. This feeling can cause bit-
terness and a turning away from the
church and from God.

God’s plan is for happy families.
This may mean, at times, putting
aside my interests and plans and
giving time to my children when 1
hear the reminder, “Mommy, | want
YOU.”

The Preacher’s Magazine



Has Anyone Seen the
Cellophane Tape?

By Virginia Curl Benson*

n the ministry ONe gets used to a
I lot of things, not the least of

which is going to all those showers.

Now | don’'t mind buying the gift,
but I'll do anything to avoid the
ordeal of wrapping it. I'm a pushover
at the gift-wrapping counter when
they say, “Two dollars, please.” Two
bucks for some shiny shelf paper and
a ribbon about a yard long? Yet I
pay with a false smile affixed to my
face and happy relief in my heart—
now | don’t have to track down the
cellophane tape.

I buy cellophane tape like an ad-
dict. I hide it like one too. We have
three children in our house who can
sniff out a roll of tape like a hound
after a coon. My offspring can find
more uses for cellophane tape than
the fine print can claim for a giant-
size can of disinfectant spray.

I've asked my children if they
have seen the cellophane tape and
then watched them go to all my
hiding places. It's enough to make a
grown woman cry. When none of the
niches yield up a single roll, it's
enough to make you want them to
take part in the crying—with a little
help from the hairbrush.

“Why?” | ask myself as | slink over
to the neighbor’'s house at the elev-
enth hour to borrow tape. “Why do
my children have to have this parti-
cular character defect?” Some sim-
ple fault like a tendency to pull the
stuffing out of the arms of my favo-
rite chair | can deal with. One simply
makes them pick up the white stuff,
pins hand towels over the offending

*Wichita, Kans.
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arms, and resists the urge to beat
the stuffing out of them.

How can you argue with the desire
to make a model airplane, wrap
grandma a ceramic paperweight
made in art class, or fix the frame
on a picture? To be sure, these are
all noble endeavors. They consider
the misplacing of Mother’s tape a
minor occupational oddity—which,
of course, causes Mother to momen-
tarily wonder why she ever thought
she wanted children.

I have learned to live with the fact
that as long as one has children some
tricks will have to be learned. | have
been known to carry a large handbag
to a bridal shower. That way when
no one is looking, you can sidle up
to the gift table, whisk out your
present, and push it under someone’s
beautiful creation. Meanwhile, you
smile and chatter quite happily for
the shortest time possible before
pleading a pressing engagement. If
you're lucky you can get out of there
before they pull your appalling mis-
adventure out of the stack. This
spares you listening to them exclaim
about how quaint it is to fasten
everything together with masking
tape and pins.

Naturally, if you're going to have
to stay, since it's a shower for Mr.
Goodbody’s daughter (she’'s 35 and
finally getting married), it's simpler
to pay the $2.00 at the gift-wrapping
counter. After all, he did donate a
new piano to the sanctuary, and the
amenities of life do have to be ob-
served. Anyway, everyone's entitled
to a little profit.
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Our Gas Shortage

is told on one of our

pastors of a time when he and

his district superintendent were
ing fishing. Some miles in the coun-
try his car ran out of gas. He made
it to a telephone and called his wife
to ask her to bring some gasoline out
to them. When she heard of his
dilemma she started a lecture on the
perils of driving with an almost-
empty tank. He said, “Honey, it
ain’'t a sermon | need, it's some gas.”

People as well as automobiles run
out of gas—or whatever it is that
makes them go. All of us have morn-
ings when we sit on the edge of the
bed trying to come awake. We rub
our eyes, stretch, yawn, and look
longingly at the cozy spot we have
just been torn from by the heartless
alarm clock.

Even more serious is the gas short-
age that causes us to lose all en-
thusiasm for the job in particular—
or even our entire career. Some men
at 40 wake up one morning and won-
der why they chose the drab, hum-
drum way they did of making a
living. Housewives can lose what

he story

by

Robert E. Maner
Pastor

First Church

of the Nazarene
Valdosta, Ga,

gomill of meals,

enthusiasm they did have about rais-
ing a family, with the endless tread-
housecleaning, and
washing. We are all highly suscepti-
ble to the perils of the monotony and
boredom of our daily lot in life. Even
highly successful people with lucra-
tive careers confess they have days
when they could not care less about
it all.

It is not hard to see why some lives
and some marriages come unglued
after years of apparent success and
happiness.

We hear of Bob and Betty whom
everyone thought were so happy and
well adjusted, suddenly getting a
divorce. What happened to them?
Somewhere down the road their mar-
riage ran out of gas. They coasted
along for a while but finally came
to a stop.

This matter has a deep and mean-
ingful parallel in our spiritual life.
People become Christians, join the
church, become active, and all goes
well for years. But after a while their
enthusiasin begins to wane. They
slip to the sidelines and finally out
a side exit almost unnoticed. Others
“hang in there” but become a dreary
soul with little or no enthusiasm
that characterized their former joy
in the Lord.

Motivating church members who
have “run out of gas” is the lot of
many tired pastors who themselves
are dangerously low on the stuff that
keeps them going. To say that “if
they have what they profess, this
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wouldn’t happen” is an oversimplifi-
cation not based on reality. The fact
is that none of us ever get enough
grace at one time to keep us going
forever.

When we send men to the moon, a
multi-stage rocket is used giving ad-
ditional push at carefully pro-
grammed points. Other booster rock-
ets are fired from time to time to
sustain and control the flight.

I have been asking some ques-
tions. What turns people on? What
motivates people? The answers vary
because people differ. Most people
agree that they need to be motivated
if they hope to keep up their enthus-
iasm.

Churches, like people, need this
same kind of help. Pastors can get
their churches all fired up in a Sun-
day school contest for a few weeks.
But all too soon the burst of energy
is spent and the same crowd settles
down to the same old pace. Each
time it gets a little harder to reach
the same peak. Eventually the pastor
moves to another church and the
cycle starts again. The new pastor
is able to “turn the crowd on” be-
cause he is new.

What motivates people?

That which is new or different. A
new approach to an old problem
helps. Both Martin Luther and John
Wesley gave the world a rediscovered
truth. Therefore the old became new
and Europe was ablaze with religious
enthusiasm.

A crisis situation will motivate
people. Someone has accurately ob-
served that we always run faster
when something is after us. Some-
one broke into our church and set
it on fire. The results were tragic

for the building, but it united and
challenged our congregation. No one
wants motivation from this source,
but it did cause us to rally resources
we didn’'t know we possessed.

People motivate others to exploits
far greater than they could ever
achieve alone. New personalities with
great strength and vision, with faith
and courage, cause enthusiasm to
increase.

Success is in itself a source of in-
spiration. When we see that we are
actually succeeding, we are encour-
aged to press on. We realize that we
possess powers within ourselves that
we have not drawn on. This untapped
potential within us causes us to ex-
perience an increase in self-esteem.

We admit that these are short-
term sources of inspiration that will
not last for the long haul. But they
are booster rockets we need to help
us over the hard spots. Continual
exposure to new and exciting people,
new books, new truth to challenge us
are all part of our continuing need.
The person who never reads, never
meets new people, never exposes
himself to the exciting experiences
available in life will always be among
the exhausted souls by the wayside.

There is, however, the necessary
basic commitment to our calling that
is not temporary and transient. This
commitment must be based on genu-
ine love for that to which we are
committed. This is true whether it
is applied to our family, our work, or
our God. Unless there is an under-
lying solid commitment motivated
by love for and belief in what we are

doing, no amount of boosters will
keep us going. Love is the final
factor in motivation. And “love

never faileth.”

The problem today is that everyone is fixing the blame, and

no one is fixing the problem.

July—August, 1978
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Love Solves Problems

By Harold L. Bowlby*

young pastor 1IN his first as-
A signment came to me about the
problems of an antagonistic church
board, people who refuse to get in-
volved in the work of the Kingdom,
others who could not take the in-
fighting and had moved to quieter
pastures. It seemed that the prayer
warriors left, but the bickerers stayed
on. “What should | do?” he asked.

I am no expert on solving church
problems, but I've found a formula
which works well. Rev. C. R. Lee
passed on this advice some years ago,
“I'll not let anyone keep me out of
heaven. As they leave the service
I'll stick out my hand. If they refuse
to shake, I'll reach down and grab
it.” Good advice.

There are no churches without
problems. If it isn’'t someone making
demands on the pastor’s time (often
for insignificant matters), it is some-
one else who opposes the way things
are done.

I've found that a smile and a hand-
shake dissolve many would-be prob-
lems before they develop. I've rolled
with some unpleasant punches when
it would have been easier to stand
firm. Truthfully, it has been hard at
times to extend that hand, but it
pays off. My antagonist at the Tues-
day board meeting has often become
my Sunday morning booster.

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Shipshewana,
Ind.
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Taking an offhanded remark or
criticism in stride will do more good
than a heated attempt to defend my-
self or my program. There will come
a quieter, more convenient time for
that. | have found that serious prob-
lems have been averted because |
did not retaliate. I've tried to make
it my business—nay, the Lord’s busi-
ness—to be hard to dislike. No mat-
ter the demands made or the abuse
heaped upon me, | must never give
my people the impression | have
something against them. If they sense
a bad feeling between us, I can no
longer minister to them effectively.
They have to know | love them in
spite of themselves.

| have been called out late at night
for some of the silliest (to me) things.
I have received predawn verbal reT
primands. But when the late night
caller says “Thank you, pastor,
you've helped me,” and the early
bird later asks for forgiveness, | thank
God for watching over my attitude
lest either of these people should get
the impression they could no longer
expect my help.

I am a minister (i.e., servant) of
God. That fact alone is enough to
warn me that | will receive some
discomfort at the hands of those I'm
trying to help. My biggest job is not
to prepare sermons, to call on the
sick, or to administer the church
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program—important as these are.
My biggest job is to love people as
Christ loved them, even when they
become unlovable.

The minister who threatens to
leave every time the church board
votes him down, who scolds from the
pulpit, who alienates himself from
certain of his flock, or stalks out of
board meeting in a huff (yes, I've

even heard of that), had better find
another place of service. Such child-
ishness has its roots in carnality.

The ministry will never be easy,
because we deal with people. But I
must never give any of them the
impression that they are not loved
by their pastor. How can 1? For in
spite of their faults, demands, and
abuse, | do love them!

Staff Infection in the Soul Clinic

There is a beautiful little western city of about 6,000 population
located on the banks of the Big Horn River. From a hillside overlooking
this city, there once stood a stone masonry hospital that served the
community well. But through carelessness it became infected. Patients
who had surgery or an injury became infected with what was described
as “staph” infection. Once a patient discovered this, he never went back.
The Health Department closed the hospital. It was demolished, bull-

dozed, and leveled.

Today what used to be a beautiful hospital where the sick and infirm
found comfort is only a parking spot for sight-seeing and tourist enter-
tainment. Staph infection robbed this little city of its hospital.

Whenever | come across a church that has been closed down and
abandoned, the first question that enters my mind is, Why did it happen?
Not all who need to hear the message of sanctification have heard it;
if there is no holiness church in this city, who will tell them? Could it
be that the church became careless and failed to staff its board, Sunday
school, and pulpit with sanctified men and women? Or was it staffed
with those infected with carnal hearts? The Early Church picked men of
honest report and full of the Holy Ghost. These were the kind that headed
God’'s program. Staff infection will sooner or later close the church down
spiritually, and it will become a parking area and a laughingstock for

sightseers.

Do you have staff infection in your soul clinic?
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—Evangelist Ralph B. Round

31



Gleams of Immortality

By W. B. Walker*

IV. Hope Springs Eternal

he answer of hope tO JOb’S ques-

tion of immortality is now before
us. Job was tremendously concerned
about the future of man’s existence,
and asked the question: “If a man
die, shall he live again?” (14:14).
It is not justice only that fails to
reach its coronation in this world.
There is nothing which man hopes or
plans when living at his highest
which finds room for full fruition in-
side the narrow limits of this earth-
ly life.

Man’s reach is greater than his
grasp. He always aims higher than
he can climb, sees farther than he
can travel, and begins more than
he can finish. The world is marred
on every side by imperfections. Man
forever hungers for a knowledge he
cannot gain, seeks for happiness he
cannot find, and strives for beauty
he cannot attain.

Man makes wonderful progress,
but he pursues a flying goal, and
death overtakes him before he
reaches his destination. He lays the
foundations of a structure which
death will not permit him to com-
plete. This is the fate of all genera-
tions. No one has reached the con-
summation of his expectations. In
the midst of the disappointments of
life, there is the voice of lamenta-
tion crying, “Vanity of vanities, all
is vanity” (Eccles. 1:2).

But above the voices of defeat and
despair rises a prophetic voice de-
claring that somewhere and somehow

‘*Nazarene Evangelist, Bethany, Okla.
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the heart will be satisfied and its
dreams shall come true. It is a thrill-
ing and noteworthy fact that man
keeps on feeling that the world is
not large enough for the full exercise
of his powers. Time measured by our
clocks is not long enough for man to
secure the things for which he longs.

No one has yet discovered the full
capacities of the human intellect.
The shortness of human life, and the
innumerable hindrances that the
most favored must contend with,
have forever precluded the mighty
possibilities wrapped up in the hu-
man intellect. Is it possible that such
lofty and noble powers are destined
just to begin to unfold themselves
on earth, and then—Ilike a bubble—
burst on the bosom of the sea and
disappear forever?

The beloved John says, “Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2-3).

If there is no immortality we shall
fail to meet our loved ones in the
afterlife. Many of us have dear ones
over there. We have cherished the
blessed hope of meeting them again.
If you rob men of this hope they will
sink into despair. The hope of seeing
our loved ones again has been the
beacon light that has beckoned men
onward in every age. This hope takes
the sting out of life, and lights the
future.

Where are my loved ones? | stand
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by the grave and put them away in
this world, and | cherish the hope
of seeing them again. One beauti-
ful, moonlight night in May we were
awakened from slumber by the cry
of our suffering child. There had
been no hours of anxiety before this
cry. In a few hours the Lord took
from us our precious child of eight
summers.

We returned from the cemetery
with sad hearts. Friends tried in vain
to encourage us. Through faith, we
had hope within our hearts that we
could meet again on the other side
of life. Yes, the glorified body of
Moses, of Elijah, of Enoch, and our
Blessed Lord are somewhere, and
my loved ones are also somewhere.

One by one their chairs were emptied,

One by one they went away.

There are two contrasting states

in the great hereafter. There is a
place of unending punishment for
the soul that rejects God. The soul
that dies without the Lord will take
all the elements of retributive penal-
ty with him. Yonder stands a violator
of the laws of God and man. The rain
is falling in torrents as he awaits a
response. As he looks up, and smites
his breast, he says, “All the rain that
has ever fallen or ever will fall can-
not put out the fires that | feel burn-
ing in here.”

The other contrasting state is eter-
nal happiness with God. A Christian
lady had a portion of heaven in her
heart before going there. She began
to sing joyfully:

Once Heaven seemed a far-off place,

Till Jesus showed His smiling face;

Now it’'s begun within my soul,

"Twill last while endless ages roll.

Solitary Refinement

I've been robbed! Some of the thieves have been my best friends—
even relatives. These are not just the ravings of a paranoid, because all
of the charges are proved. What’s worse, and it is hard to admit this, but
this writer has even been known to steal from himself.

What has been stolen? A commodity that has been valuable from
the beginning. Early thinkers such as Socrates, Marcus Aurelius, and
even as far back as Adam, prized it. Jesus’ followers have always con-

sidered this one of their most expensive necessities.

Leaders today

spend thousands to procure it. A person’s life may be broken without it.

Let’s call it “ solitary refinement.”

Without this “vitamin” we soon begin to weaken spiritually and
in interpersonal relations. Sometimes others around us can sense our
supply is low even before we can. Perceptive people can begin to under-
stand signs of deficiency in friends and leaders. Solitary refinement is
that inner composure that comes from time alone with God and our-

selves. Time to listen to the

“still small voice.” Time to sort out our

jumpy lives. The solitary times, hopefully, bring the refinement that can
be mined in no other way. Some who are pressed into painful and lonely
circumstances are surprised to find this gem in ugly environs, but most
must just grab snatches of it along the way.

Local law enforcement officials have found no weapon to guard or
encourage solitary refinement. Persons are urged to depend on common
sense, discipline, and the help of God to preserve this endangered es-

sential.
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—Stanley Sutter
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Ideas That Work

Trya Grandparents'O ay

Each year the elementary school which
our children attend sponsors a Grand-
parents’ Day. It is an annual event which
receives enthusiastic attention.

This past year | thought, Why not have
a Grandparents’ Day at the church? Ap-
proval was gained through the Board
of Christian Life, and we began to orga-
nize.

We decided upon a 30-minute pro-
gram. During this time we had a presen-
tation by our puppeteers, a brief talk by
a ventriloquist and her dummy, a pic-
torial interpretation of grandparents done
on overhead transparencies by the chil-
dren of the church, and a slide presenta-
tion on the Psalms by a grandparent.

A set of grandparents and grandchil-
dren ushered for the service. And at the
close all grandparents were honored with
a small gift.

Following the morning program, coffee
and donuts were served, and there was a
time for fellowship.

For the evening service we invited a
minister who was a grandfather to speak.

The day was extremely successful. We
had 19 representative grandparents, sev-
eral of whom traveled hundreds of miles
to be in attendance. Quite a few grand-
children were in the service who usually
do not attend. The result was an exciting
day with one of our top attendances and
ample contacts for followup.

Betty B. Robertson
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Christ’s Care for His Church

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians
clarifies, early in the epistle, Christ's
care for His called ones.

This is seen, first, in Christ's interest
for His followers, expressed in 1:3, “ Grace
and peace to you from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ” (N1V).1God,
through Christ, gives to us His best—
“grace” and “peace.”

Second, this care is seen through an
inheritance, expressed in 1.5, “For in
him you have been enriched in every
way” (see Eph. 1:18-19).

Third, Christ’'s care is seen through
the invitation recorded in 1:9, which
reads, “God, who has called you into
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord . .

The Gifts of the Spirit

In Pulpit Helps, August, 1977, I ran
across this “starting point” based on 2
Corinthians 3, relating to gifts of the
Spirit. They are (1) Life, v. 6; (2) Liberty,
v. 17; (3) Likeness, v. 18.

With three words and gifts like these,
you could come up with enough for three
sermons.

The Thessalonian Church

Here's a “starting point” from 1 Thes-
salonians 1: (1) The Church won, v. 5;
(2) The Church witnessing, v. 8; (3) The
Church waiting, v. 10. Take it from there.

by
C. Neil Strait

Pastor, First
Church of the Nazarene
Lansing, Mich.
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A Great Prayer

Here are some *“starters” from Psalm
51, David’s great prayer of confession.

1. A great plea, v. 1, “O loving and
kind God, have mercy. Have pity upon
me and take away the awful stain of my
transgressions” (Living Bible).2

2. A great person, v. 1, “0 loving and
kind God.” Behind every prayer of con-
fession and repentance is a merciful God,
standing ready to forgive.

3. A great pollution, v. 1, “. . . take
away the awful stain of my transgres-
sions.” V. 2, “Cleanse me from this
guilt.” Sin is the great pollutant.

4. A great prisoner, v. 3, “For | admit
my shameful deed—it haunts me day
and night.” V. 11, “Don’t toss me aside,
banished forever from your presence.”
V. 14, “Don’t sentence me to death.”

5. A great pardon, v. 7, “Sprinkle me
with the cleansing blood and I shall be
clean again. Wash me and | shall be
whiter than snow.” V. 15, “Then will |
sing of your forgiveness.”

6. A great purity, v. 2, “Cleanse me
from this guilt.”

7. A great praise and proclamation,
v. 13, “Then | will teach your ways to
other sinners.” V. 15, “Oh, how | will
praise you!”

8. A great promise, v. 17, “A broken
and a contrite heart, O God, you will not
ignore.”

9. A great peace, v. 8, “Give me back
my joy again.” V. 12, “Restore to me
again the joy of your salvation.”

Spirituality . . . and Preaching

John R. Brokhoff, professor at Candler
School of Theology, Emory University,
said something worth considering: “The
weakness of contemporary preaching may
have its source in the poverty of the
average minister’s spirituality ... A man
cannot speak for God until he is a man of
God. When he preaches, he preaches out
of faith to win faith in others. But sup-
pose his faith is shallow to the point of
nonexistence? A congregation has a right
to expect that their minister knows God,
has had an experience with God, and
spends time with God in prayer. It is
right for the people to assume that the
minister is closer to God than the person
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in the pew” (“What Great Preachers
Have in Common,” Pulpit Digest, May/
June, 1977, p. 30).

What Great Preachers
Had in Common

John R. Brokhoff, mentioned above,
lists these things that the great preachers
have had in common: a firsthand rela-
tionship with God, a faith in preaching,
the Bible as their textbook, hard work
of countless hours, and a deep love for
people (lbid, p. 34).

Preacher’s Use of the Bible

Lowell O. Erdahl, in Preaching for the
People, has this good advice for preach-
ers: “His chief aim in preaching is there-
fore not to shed light on the Bible but to
shed the light of the Bible on life” (Ab-
ingdon, 1976, p. 61).

Preaching That Glorifies God

Here's another good word from Lowell
O. Erdahl: “The best compliment is not
‘Il heard a great sermon, but ‘I met a
great God'” (lbid, p. 93).

1. Scriptures from 1Corinthians are from The New
International Version of the New Testament, © 1973
by the New York Bible Society International. Used
by permission.

2. Scriptures from Psalm 51 are from The Living
Bible, © 1971 by Tyndale House Publishers, Whea-
ton, 111 Used by permission.

The Tither’s Surprises—

1. At the deepening of his spiritual
life in paying his tithe.

2. At the ease in meeting his own
obligations with the nine-tenths.

3. At the ease in going from one-
tenth to larger giving.

4. At the preparation this gives to be
a faithful and wise servant over the
nine-tenths which remain.

5. At himself for not adopting the
plan sooner.
—F. C. Spruce
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Seeds for Sermons

JULY— LESSONS FROM THE PARABLE OF
THE TEN VIRGINS

July 2

I. TWO TYPES OF PEOPLE:
THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH

Text: “Five of them were wise, and five
were foolish” (Matt. 25:2).

When Jesus was classifying people He
usually placed them in two categories—
namely, wise and foolish. We usually
classify them as good or bad, righteous
or evil, saved or unsaved. However, Jesus
placed such a strong emphasis on right
reason, on rational conduct, on intelli-
gent behavior that He always thought of
people as being wise or foolish.

In other words, if a person is wise he
will make the right choices and follow
the way of truth, but if he is foolish he
will have a wrong system of values and
follow the way of evil.

That is the reason Jesus often referred
to himself as the Truth—the Truth for
us to trust, the Truth for us to follow,
and the Truth for us to treasure. He
knew that every step toward Him was in
the direction of logical thinking and
rational evaluations. By way of contrast,
every step away from Him is in the
direction of a creeping insanity and
gnawing madness.

The wise person looks at all sides of
a question and then makes a proper
choice. The foolish person will see only
one small segment of a question and
make his decision according to what fits
his prejudices and personal whims. The
wise person will look at things in the
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light of the long haul, but the foolish
person will make his decisions in the
light of immediate satisfaction. The wise
person will dedicate himself to the way
of integrity regardless of the cost, but
the foolish person will do his decision-
making in the light of what is convenient
and desirable at the moment.

One of the most incisive observations
of Jesus came from the Cross when He
prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do.” This indicates
the wrong action is precipitated by blind-
ness to the truth, irrationality, and im-
proper conclusions. In other words, a
person would never let himself in for
such acourse of action if he were thinking
straight.

Jesus saw only two classes of people
in our world—the wise and the foolish.

July 9
II. YESTERDAY’'S RELIGION
IS NOT ENOUGH
Text: “. .. for our lamps are gone out”
(Matt. 25:8).

The parable of the ten virgins is a vivid
study in contrasts. At one end of the
spectrum are five wise virgins, and at
the other end five foolish virgins. The
lessons which we will concentrate on
will be drawn from the latter group.

The foolish virgins presumed that be-
cause they had enough oil to last until
there was a “rest break” (they all slum-
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bered and slept), they would have enough
oil to last the whole journey. They took
for granted, if they started right they
would end up at the right place. But they
had the rude awakening that yesterday’s
supply of oil was no guarantee that there
will be sufficient for today.

At the beginning point, the foolish
virgins had just as good equipment as
the wise virgins. There was no difference
in their status as they started to meet
the bridegroom. From all surface ap-
pearances, one had just as good chance
to finish the journey as the other. The
difference showed up when the wise vir-
gins made sure they had a supply of oil
for each day, whereas the foolish virgins
assumed that what they had on hand in
the past would assure them of success
today. This mistake turned into a trag-
edy.

This mistake was not only made by
the five foolish virgins, it is also being
made by foolish people in our day. They
are depending on a wonderful religious
experience which they received in the
past to stand them in good stead for all
time to come. They point back to a time
and place where they had a transforming
experience with the Lord. They Kkeep
looking back to this moment as the most
important event of their lives. However,
the Christian way of life is not a once-
for-all encounter with the Lord, but a
moment-by-moment walk with the Lord.
What has happened in the past is of
little value unless we keep our accounts
up to date, and maintain a constant
fellowship with Him. We can become
delinquent in our relationship with Him
if we are negligent in our devotion to
Him. We must be prayed up and paid
up in our daily living if we are ready for
His coming.

by
Mendell Taylor

Professor of History of
Christianity, Nazarene
Theological Seminary,
Kansas City
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July 16

I1l. SOMEONE ELSE’S RELIGION
IS NOT ENOUGH

Text: “Give us of your oil; for our lamps
are gone out” (Matt. 25:8).

When the five foolish virgins saw that
yesterday’s oil was not enough, they
tried to find a solution to their problem
by getting oil from another person. They
worked on the idea that they would be
safe as long as they were in company
with those who were on the safe side.
They felt that the other person’s supply
would be ample for them to get by on
also. They concluded that they could
borrow enough from the right kind of
people to complete the journey. However,
to their despair, they discovered that
they could not depend on the other per-
son to get them through.

This mistake is also being made by
foolish people in our day. Some forms
that this idea takes are as follows:

1. “My parents are such wonderful
Christians that the Lord always answers
their prayers. They have prayed so often
for me, He will not let me be lost because
He will not disappoint them by failing
to answer their prayers.”

2. “My parents are faithful members
of the church, so I'll join the church to be
loyal to the family tradition and to please
my parents.”

3. “I'll form friendships with the best
Christians | know, and then people will
judge me to be in their class because of
my association with them.”

4. “Some people are so good that if I
make contact with them, some of their
goodness will rub off on me, and that
will put me in a safe position for the
future.”

This list could be extended indefinite-
ly. The crux of the matter is that none
of this will provide any measure of secur-
ity in our relationship with the Lord. We
must have a personal, intimate, and
dynamic experience of His transforming
power if we receive His approval. He has
no “grandchildren,” each must be a son
to be in the family. He has no remote
control followers; each must be in direct
contact with Him. No one can inherit
salvation, for the only genuine religion
is inherent in the cross of Christ.
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July 23

IV. TOMORROW’S RELIGION
IS NOT ENOUGH

Text: “And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that were
ready went in with him to the marriage:
and the door was shut” (Matt. 25:10).

The five foolish virgins decided among
themselves that they had plenty of time
to secure a fresh supply of oil before the
bridegroom came. The bridegroom had
already delayed his coming so long that
in all probability his coming would be
postponed indefinitely. Although they
had been warned to expect him at any
moment, they could not see any reason
for his coming before they were adequate-
ly prepared. Their hope that there was
plenty of time proved to be a disaster.
When they were ready, they found that
the door was closed and they were left
outside.

This mistake is also being made by
foolish people in our day. We know the
signs of the times indicate that the com-
ing of the Lord is at hand. The Word of
the Lord gives specific instructions as
to what will be required of us to have
everything in readiness for that event.
Nevertheless, many people say, “I plan to
be ready when He comes, but there is
plenty of time before | get my accounts
up to date with Him.” The warning sig-
nal goes out: “Watch therefore, for ye
know neither the day nor the hour where-
in the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 25:13).
When that moment comes, we will have
to have everything in alignment with
His will, or we will be left behind.

Man has developed many instant pro-
ducts—instant coffee, tea, shaving
cream, shoeshine, whipping cream. You
name it, we have it. But there is an in-
stant product in the spiritual that I am
more interested in than anything man
has produced—that is instant readiness.

We will not be given a little time to
write a letter, or make an apology, or
pray a prayer. We must have everything
in harmony with His will at the moment.
Tomorrow’s religion will not be enough.
We must have a “twinkling of an eye”
readiness if we expect to join Him at the
marriage supper of the Lamb.
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July 30

V. A LITTLE RELIGION
IS NOT ENOUGH

Text: “They that were foolish took their
lamps, and took no oil with them: but the
wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps” (Matt. 25:3-4).

The five foolish virgins tried to figure
out the minimum amount of oil it would
take for the journey. They took a chance
on coming up short rather than having a
surplus at the end of the trip. They pre-
ferred the convenience of having all their
oil in the lamp, and not being bothered
with the inconvenience of carrying an
extra vessel of oil. They figured out what
they considered the exact amount needed
and hoped that the bridegroom would
honor their wishful thinking by making
his appearance before they ran out of
oil. They wanted the bridegroom to fit
his program to their schedule, instead of
their fitting into his schedule. Their
miscalculation proved to be their heart-
break.

This mistake is also being made by
foolish people in our day. The chief
characteristic of this type of Christian is
to live on the borderline between the
spiritual kingdom and the world. They
try to hold on to the things that pertain
to worldliness with one hand and hold on
to the things of Christ with the other.
These persons live far enough away from
the Lord to be attracted by the things of
the world. And they live close enough
to the world so that they cannot enjoy
the things of the spiritual kingdom with
a genuine delight. They are decent in
their moral life, but they are not dynamic
in the area of spiritual realities. They
are respectable in their decorum, but
they are not radiant in their enthusiasm
for the Lord.

These borderline Christians live in the
twilight zone of moral judgments. In
the twilight time of the day one cannot
tell where the light stops and the dark-
ness starts because everything is a nebu-
lous gray. In the twilight zone spiritually,
one cannot tell the difference between
right and wrong because no clear-cut
moral distinctions can be deduced.

A little religion will not be enough to
pass Judgment Day scrutiny.
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AUGUST—LESSONS FROM TRAFFIC SIGNS

August 6
I. “YIELD RIGHT OF WAY”

Text: “Know ye not, that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his ser-
vants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16).

America is on wheels. The heavy traf-
fic which crowds our highways makes it
necessary to have many rules and regu-
lations to keep the traffic flowing with
any maximum of safety and a minimum
of accidents. Traffic signs, traffic signals,
and traffic cops are essential ingredients
in maintaining order and efficiency in
our mobile society. Thus traffic signs are
part and parcel of our everyday experi-
ence. As these features are so prominent
in our daily life, we should let them teach
us some spiritual lessons.

In the spiritual realm, the mainstream
of action is to let the Lord’s will be done.
He has wisdom enough to know what
ought to be done. Thus at the point where
our will intersects His will, we should
erect a YIELD sign. This means that
when we know what His will is, there will
be no hesitation to let His will have the
right of way. In other words, we will not
try to veto His known will or do any back-
seat driving, or offer any type of objec-
tion to the matter. Using the word of the
text, we will “yield” ourselves as servants
to obey Him.

When we erect ayield sign in this man-
ner, we are saying to Him: “Not my will
but thine be done; I will mind God no
matter what others do; | will follow where
You lead, with no strings attached.”

The final conclusion of the whole mat-
ter is: “God’s ways are the best ways;
God’s ways are the right ways; God'’s
ways are my ways.”

August 13
II. “ONE WAY”

Text: “Know ye not, that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his
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servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16).

One of the most important ways to
facilitate the flow pattern of the traffic
is to have one-way streets. With all
traffic going in the same direction, there
is a reduction of accident hazards and a
smoother movement of all the vehicles
on the roadway. There is no chance for a
head-on collision if all drivers are obeying
the ONE WAY sign. The simple device
of the one-way sign has solved many
traffic problems both in congested areas
and cross-country highways.

One of the most important ways to
bring our lives to the highest level of
efficiency in the spiritual realm is to erect
a one-way sign. This means that there is
only one directional thrust in our lives—
and that is to follow God’s will, God’s
design and plan. There is no longer a
chance for a collision of wills in which
we will one thing and God wills another.
Instead, our will is fused with His.

We erect a one-way sign when we
“yield ourselves servants to obey.” This
means that we are under His absolute
sway, controlled by Him, captivated by
Him. The thoughts of the mind, the
volitions of the will, and the affections
of the emotions are under His redemptive
administration.

We are no longer befuddled by a play
of selves never crucified. Instead, there
is only one design in our life-style, and
that is to express a Christlike self. No
longer are we victimized by divided loyal-
ties; Instead there is a supreme loyalty
to Him. No longer are we plagued by con-
flicting purposes; instead there is only
one purpose and that is to obey Him. No
longer are we harrassed by mixed mo-
tives, instead we are monopolized by a
master motive and that is to exalt Him.

This one-way style of living simplifies
life because it leaves the management
to Him. It gives life fulfillment because
it glorifies Him. It unifies life because
it blends all motives into an all-consum-
ing desire to please Him.
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August 20
1. “NO U TURN”

Text: “Know ye not, that to whom ye
yeild yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16).

One of the traffic signs that we see
frequently is NO U TURN. This is to
make sure that a vehicle traveling in one
direction does not pull into the line of
traffic going in the opposite direction.
The whole idea is that the motorist
should keep moving straight ahead.

In the spiritual realm, there should
be signs along the highway of holiness
that read, “No U Turn.” Under no con-
sideration should a person headed in the
right direction entertain the idea of going
back to the old life he left behind. If one
makes a U turn on the way everlasting,
the only alternative is to take the way
of “sin unto death.” The only option we
have is to travel the path of “obedience
unto righteousness” or the path of “sin
unto death.”

After being delivered from the way of
sin and death, and discovering the
grandeur of the way of obedience unto
righteousness, one cannot return to the
old habits and old haunts of iniquity
without wrecking his life. When this type
of U turn is made, one must increase
the dosage of his ways of finding gratifi-
cation, and increase the frequency of
indulging in these appetites, but they
are less satisfying. This leaves one empty,
restless, and bankrupt in this business
of living.

Life’'s supreme tragedy is to make a U
turn on the way of righteous living, and
start squandering our assets in riotous
living. This course of action leaves its
victim with nothing but frustration,
disillusionment, and despair.

The best way to make sure that we
obey the sign “No U Turn” is to declare,
“My heart is fixed, my heart is fixed!”

August 27
IV. “PROCEED WITH CAUTION”

Text: “Know ye not, that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his
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servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16).

Occasionally an emergency will occur
on the highway that forms an obstruc-
tion. Flares may be set out to warn the
driver that he should be on the alert
and be prepared to stop at any moment.
Or a patrol officer will be stationed in
a position to wave the traffic forward, but
his presence indicates that the motorist
is to proceed with caution. Or when re-
pairs are being made, a flagman will
display a sign that says either “Stop” or
“Go Slow.” All of these signals are de-
signed to let the driver know that he is
to be on the alert to make sure that he
drives carefully enough to avoid an acci-
dent through the emergency area.

As we travel on the way of “obedience
unto righteousness,” we must never take
our security for granted and become care-
less about being cautious as we move
forward. We are to be on the alert to
make sure that we keep everything up to
date with the Lord. If we decide to coast
and take it easy, we should remember
that the only direction you can coast

WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING

At last it's finished. God’s building!
We’'ve dreamed, and now
that dream’s come true.
Now it stands tall, beautiful, new;
And we who've waited and watched it
grow are near to tears.
We love it so.

Slowly, softly we enter.
The Holy Spirit is in the midst of us.
The pews, the organ, the cross,
the windows, the carpet, the door
are a part of us
forevermore.

What shall our prayer be?

“ Father, grant that we who come to
worship here will feel Thee
close and dear.

So as we dedicate this building

We also dedicate our lives—anew,
To Thee, O Lord, to Thee.”

Billy W. Johnson
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is downhill. Nothing pleases the devil
more than to lull us off into a state of
false security and keep us in that con-
dition until it is too late to do anything
about it.

The only manner for us to get on the
way of “obedience unto righteousness”
is by the deliberate and volitional choice
of yielding ourselves to His control. This
implies that we must keep ourselves
yielded to the Lord day-by-day and mo-
ment-by-moment. We PROCEED WITH
CAUTION to make sure that something
does not enter our lives unconsciously
that will throw us off course in our desti-
ny.

We must maintain a constant aware-
ness of the fine tuning of the Holy Spirit
and perpetually “walk in the light as he
is in the light” to avoid being guilty of
negligence in our relationship with the
Lord. Our only security is to proceed
with caution.

Matthew 5

“Raca” (5:22)

This is an Aramaic word. (As far as
we know, Aramaic was the common lan-
guage of Palestine in the time of Christ.)
Thayer defines it thus: “empty, i.e., a
senseless, empty-headed man, a term of
reproach used by Jews in the time of
Christ” (Lexicon, p. 561).

Rev. A. Carr makes this comment on
“Raca”: “A word of contempt, said to be
from the root meaning to ‘spit.’” The
distinction between Raca and Thou fool
is lost, and naturally, for they belong to
that class of words, the meaning of which
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depends entirely on the usage of the day.
An expression innocent and unmeaning
in one age becomes the watchword of a
revolution in another.”

He goes on to say: “There is, however,
clearly a climax. (1) Feeling of anger
without words. (2) Anger venting itself
in words. (3) Insulting anger. The grada-
tion of punishment corresponds; liable
(1) to the local court, (2) to the Sanhed-
rin, (3) to Gehenna” (The Gospel Ac-
cording to St. Matthew, p. 120).

“ Gehenna” (5:22)
“Hell fire” is literally “the Gehenna
of fire” or “the burning Gehenna.” Carr
writes: “Gehanna is the Greek form of
the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom or ‘Valley of
Hinnom,’ also ‘Tophet’ (Jer. vii. 31). It
was a deep narrow glen southwest of
Jerusalem, once the scene of the cruel
worship of Moloch; but Josiah, in the
course of his reformation, ‘defiled Toph-
et, that no man might make his son or
daughter pass through the fire to Moloch’
(2 Kings xxiii. 10)” (p. 120).
In his great masterpiece, Paradise Lost,
John Milton has captured the horror of
parents sacrificing their own children
to Moloch. He describes it this way:
First Moloch, horrid king, besmeared
with blood

Of human sacrifice and parents’ tears;

Though, for the noise of drums and tim-
brels loud,

Their children’s cries unheard that
passed through fire

To his grim idol.

Carr makes this further comment: “ Af-
ter that time, pollutions of every kind,
among them the bodies of criminals who
had been executed, were thrown into the
valley. From this defilement and from
its former desecration Gehenna was used
to express the abode of the wicked after
death. The words ‘of fire’ are added,
either because of the ancient rites of
Moloch, or, if a Rabbinical tradition is
to be credited, because fires were always
burning in the valley” (p. 120). In other
words, it was used as a city dump. Each
morning the refuse of the city (which had
no sewage system) was taken out through
the Dung Gate in the south wall of the
city and dumped into the Valley of Hin-
nom.
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“Farthing” (Matt. 5:26)

The Greek word is kodrantes (only
here and Mark 12:42). It represents the
Latin quadrans, which was the smallest
Roman coin. It was equal to about one-
fourth of a cent in our money. But the
nearest we can come to it in English is
“cent” (NASB) or “penny” (NIV).*

“Forswear” (Matt. 5:33)

The verb is epiorkeo (only here in NT).
It means “swear falsely,” or “make false
vows” (NASB). The reference is probably
to Lev. 19:12. But, as the next two verses
suggest, the scribes gave a great deal of
attention to various kinds of oaths, trying
to decide which were binding and which
were not. Typically, they were concerned
about legalistic trivialities, rather than
the all-important issue of speaking the
truth.

Jesus cut right through all this legal
red tape with a single simple command,
“Swear not at all” (v. 34). A. B. Bruce
comments: “Again an unqualified state-
ment, to be taken not in the letter as a
new law, but in the spirit as inculcating
such a love of the truth that so far as we
are concerned there shall be no need of
oaths.” He goes on to say: “In civil life
the most truthful man has to take an
oath because of the untruth and conse-
quent distrust prevailing in the world,
and in so doing he does not sin against
Christ’s teaching. Christ himself took an
oath before the High Priest [Matt. xxvi.
63]" (The Expositor's Greek Testament,
1. 110-11).

“ An Eye for an eye” (Matt. 5:38)

The Greek preposition here is anti,
which we have taken over as a prefix in
the sense of “against.” But in the papyri
of that period the most common use of
anti was in the sense of “instead of’ or
“in place of.”

That is the idea here is this Old
Testament law (Exod. 21:24; Lev. 24:
20; Deut. 19:21). If a person deliberately
ruined another’s eye, he was to have one
of his eyes put out. This seems to be a
cruel regulation. But its main intent
was to limit the recompense to one eye

*From the New International Version of the New
Testament, © 1973 by the New York Bible Society

International. Used by permission.
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for one eye—no more! It was a matter
of introducing justice into human rela-
tions.

“Coat . .. Cloke” (Matt. 5:40)

For us a “coat” is an outer garment,
always worn over something else. But the
Greek word is chiton, which meant the
undergarment, the tunic worn next to
the skin. So “coat” is misleading.
“Cloke” is himation, which was the name
for the outer garment.

How are we to translate these two
expressions? Following Moffat's lead,
the NASB has “shirt . . . coat.” This is
contemporary language, all right. But the
problem is that the chiton of that day
was not like our shirt, nor was the hima-
tion like our coat. So perhaps the most

accurate translation is “tunic . . . cloak”
(N1V).
“Compel ... to Go” (Matt. 4:41)

The Greek has one word, the verb
angareno. It is a Persian word, taken over
into Greek and Latin. It first meant to
press a man into service carrying the
royal mail. (The Persians were pioneers
in developing a postal system.) Then it
was used for a Persian officer requiring
a citizen to carry his baggage for him.
That is probably the idea here.

There is a good spiritual application
to Jesus’ command, “go with him two
miles.” On that second mile one could
witness to his faith in God, especially if
the owner of the baggage expressed his
surprise at the generous offer of added
free service.

“Publicans” (Matt. 5:47)

This word occurs so often in the Gos-
pels that it has become very familiar to
all Bible readers. But our word “publi-
can” comes from the Latin publicani.
They were wealthy Romans responsible
for the taxes from whole districts. The
“publicans” of the Gospels were the
local “tax gatherers” (NASB) or “tax col-
lectors” (N1V). They were not “publi-
cans.”

There is only one reason why we are
not hearing God speak. It is because we
are not listening where He is speaking.
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How to Make New
Spiritual Beginning

Scripture: Phil. 3:7-14
Text: Verses 13-14

Introduction: There are times in the
year when the clerk at the store will say,
“You’'ll have to excuse the delay. I'm not
sure | can find your article—we are taking
inventory.” Signs, “Closed for inven-
tory,” are common. Paul felt that the
spiritual life faced such times. He felt
it important to look into heart and life
and living to see if he had all he needed
to keep his spiritual person well and
active and achieving. So for him, and us,
spiritual inventory.

I. Inventory in the Area of Depth (v.
13, “forgetting”)

A. Dangers in introspection—One can
think defeat and dislike; can examine,
and feel for, and doubt until Christian
experience is only darkness, clouds, un-
certainty.

B. Nevertheless one needs to:

1. Ask with Peter if he is partaker
(2 Pet. 1:4)

2. Determine with him to make
election sure (2 Pet. 1:10)

C. So, in the realm of depth,

1. Do you know rightness with God
and man?

2. Have you driven stakes;
out; put all on the altar?

D. As (Heb. 6:1) “not laying again
foundation” . . . settled in Christian ex-
perience.

sold

Il. Inventory in the Area of Dedication
(v. 13, “this one thing”)

A. Paul’'s one thing: reaching forth

B. We may say “one thing, yes—serv-
ing God.”

C. We need, however, definite dedica-
tion
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1. Time. Its proper and productive
use.

2. Talent. A place to serve God in
a positive manner.

3. Tithe. A meaningful method in
things material.

I1l. Inventory in the Area of Determi-
nation (v. 14, “pressing”)
A. Paul's distant goal:
mark for the prize.”
B. Paul felt the end was worth—
1. All the discipline to duty
2. All the implications of dedica-

“Toward the

tion.

C. How to examine our determination.

So determined:

1. That campfire is built in same
place no two days

2. We sing, “Determined to hold
out.”

3. Or again, “Don’t look for me in
Egypt's sands.”

IV. Inventory in the Area of Devotion
(v. 14, “the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus”)
A. All things are of God: our very life;
our daily needs; our great salvation
B. All things of God—in Christ Jesus
1. God gave His Son, that is true
2. Christ was that Son—and gave
himself.
C. The sight of that Cross
1. Seeing how much He cares
2. Has called forth devotion—so
we say, “The love of Christ constrains,”
and we sing, “I serve . . . because | love
Him so.”

Conclusion: Question is, How much do
| love the Lord? Our Lord asked Peter,
“Lovest thou me more than these?”

J. Melton Thomas

Signs of Backsliding
Text: 2 Pet. 1:10; 2:15, 17, 20-21

I. Languishing in Relationship to

Jesus
A. Material things supersede spir-
itual things.

B. My will replaces His will.
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C. Mouthing doctrinal terms re-
places the reality in the soul.

Il. Losing Spiritual Enthusiasm
A. Miserable in spirit
B. Moody in soul

C. Monotonous in living the life of
Christ

Il. Lukewarmness in Com-

mitment

A. Missing daily prayer

B. Minimizing Bible reading

C. Making excuses for not attend-
ing worship faithfully

Spiritual

IV. Looking for Areas of Criticism
A. Magnifying weaknesses in others
B. Misinterpreting others
C. Moving away from fellowship

with the spiritual brothers and
sisters

J. Grant Swank, Jr.

How to Be Spirit-filled

Text: “Blessed are they which do hunger

and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled” (Matt. 5:6)

I. Recognize a Spiritual Lack of Pow -
er, Purity, and Peace

Il. Realize Thatthe Ego Isin Control,
Rather than God

IlIl. Relinquish Everything to God

IV. Reach for the Holy Spirit's Fel-
lowship in Holiness

V. Rest in His Pure Witness

VI. Renew That Holy Fellowship Daily
in Total Commitment

Ps. 107:9—*“He satisfieth the longing
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness.”
Ps. 42:2—“My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God.”
John 7:37—*"Jesus . . . cried, saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto me
and drink.”
Eph. 5:18—"“Be not drunk with wine . . .
but be filled with the Spirit.”

J. Grant Swank, Jr.

a4

Our Stay

Text: “Be strong and of a good courage;
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed:
for the Lord thy God is with thee with-
ersoever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9).

l. God’'s Strength—"Be strong and of a
good courage”

We are weak in mind and body; but in
throwing our weakness onto God, our
limitations, finiteness, and boundary
lines become strong in Him.

“The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall | be
afraid?” (Ps. 27:1).

Il. God's Serenity—"“Be not afraid, nei-
ther be thou dismayed.”

We are surrounded with so much to
make us fear: crime, nuclear holocaust
potential, etc. Yet the Lord’s child knows
the peace of God, for he has found Him
within his world within the world.

“1 sought the Lord, and he heard me,
and delivered me from all my fears” (Ps.
34:4).

I1l. God’'s sSteadiness—"“for the Lord
thy God is with thee withersoever thou
goest.”

We are threatened with imbalance
from all sides; so many times we feel
near to “the edge.” But the Father’s
offspring experiences the equilibrium of
His right arm—the support in making
steady.

“ Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be
not dismayed; for I am thy God: | will
strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee;
yea, | will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 41:10).

J. Grant Swank, Jr.

A conceited man is like a man up in
a balloon. Everybody looks small to

him. He looks small to everybody else.
* * *

It is not my ability that God wants,
but my availability.

* * *

Truth has to change hands only a
few times to become fiction.

The Preacher’s Magazine



Meditation for an installation service

The Echo

A small boy who did not know what an echo was, stood on the
edge of a meadow dreaming about what was out there. He called a
greeting of “Ho!” when to his surprise he heard someone answer
with “Ho!”

Puzzled by this response, he called, “Who are you?” The an-
swer came back, “Who are you?” The same voice returned with
each call. He tried different calls, always to be answered with the
same response.

He decided he would go to the edge of the woods along the
meadow and find this boy who answered but would not tell who he
was. He searched and called to him, but he could not find him or
persuade him to come out.

He returned home to tell his mother about the boy in the woods
who mocked him when he called. He thought the boy was poking
fun by answering his calls, and was evil to hide when he went to
find him.

His mother explained, “ You've been hearing your echo. The
words you call out come back to you. If you had called greetings of
kindness to the little boy, you would have heard the same kind
greetings. The echo always returns what is sent out.”

You are standing on the edge of a new venture. Your field of
service awaits your call, unsullied by time or things. Your oppor-
tunity for calling out words of encouragement, positive attitudes,
words of kindness, is unsurpassed. This opportunity opens a clear
path ahead, and according to your signals the echo will return
them.

The success will be measured by you and God. Others will hear
the echo returning, see results of your signals, and will look for
your achievements. How well you send the message will determine
what comes back in the echo.

Just as the conduct of others toward us is generally but an
echo of our conduct toward them, so the results of this year will
generally reflect your efforts toward the goals you set.

—Ralph W. Mosgrove
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HOW TO CONDUCT
FAMILY WORSHIP

1. Choose a regular time each day—
either in the morning or evening.

2. The father ought to be the leader.

3. Family worship should be a happy
gathering, but it must be reverent too.

4. Let the Bible be the center of fam-
ily worship. The Bible reading should
be clear, careful, and brief. You may
wish to use a modern translation. If
there are small children, you should get
a children’s edition of the Bible. There
are also devotional materials for young-
sters.

5. Follow a definite course of Bible
reading, either going through one book
at a time, or choosing passages which
contain great verses or prayers, impor-
tant events, or prophecies.

6. With young children it is sometimes
better to tell a Bible story, or to read
from a Bible picture book.

7. Children should be allowed to ask
questions if they wish. They can also
recite memory verses.

8. Prayers should be short, and the
children encouraged to take part.

9. Invite friends to share in your family
worship when they are visiting.

10. Remember that grace before meals
is part of family worship too.

* * *

We speak of “breaking the laws of
God,” but actually we cannot break
them. Ifyou jump from the Empire State
Building, you don't break the law of
gravitation—you just break your neck.

The Ten Commandments stand today,
unchanged and unchangeable. When we
violate them we suffer. What we sow we
reap.

God is not mocked. When we crash
the pillars of God’s eternal principles,
we are smashed by the pillars remaining.
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SYMPTOMS OF
SPIRITUAL CANCER—

Feelings easily hurt

Humiliation at any failure

Loss of interest when not appreciated

Angry when thwarted in plans

Clever at showing self to advantage

Impatient with others

Irritated when opinion is not accepted

Anxious to defend own position

Compulsion to fight those who think dif-
ferently

Despising others

Blaming others

Self-pity

Chronically discontented

“Your task—to build a better world,”
God said. | answered, “ How?

The world is such a large, vast place,
So complicated now.

And | so small and useless am.
There’s nothing | can do.”

But God in all His wisdom said,
“Just build a better YOU.”

* * *

It takes a mighty conscientious man
to tell whether he’s tired or just lazy.

An appeaser is one who feeds a croco-
dile, hoping it will eat him last.

Use friendship as a drawing ac-
count, if you wish, but don’t forget the
deposits.

Small deeds done are greater than
great deeds planned.

Even if your credit rating isn’'t good,
you can still borrow trouble.

Gossip has been described as halitosis
of the mind.

A man never gets so confused in his
thinking that he can’'t see the other
fellow’s duty.
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Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Seven Words of Love

By Herbert Lockyer (Word Books, 1975.
165 pp., $5.95).

This famous author writes in masterful
fashion concerning the seven words of
love that puzzled some listeners, per-
plexed others, but comforted the few
around the Cross. They have influenced
millions since.

This book would be a great resource
book for pre-Easter ministry. The author
speaks of the Love that forgives, trans-
forms, provides, questions, suffers, tri-
umphs, and surrenders.

Oscar F. Reed

The Hiding God

By Raymond Scott (Master Press, 1976.
185 pp., paper, $2.45).

Excellent. Thorough. On a neglected
topic. | found this book to be extremely
profitable in relation to a Bible class I'm
conducting on the Old Testament.

J. Grant Swank, Jr.

Power in Preaching

By W. E. Songster (Baker Book House,
1976. 107 pp., $1.95).

These two classics in preaching have
been republished by Baker in the Notable
Books on Preaching in paperback. They
should be in every pastor’s library.

Oscar F. Reed

July—August, 1978

Telling Truth: The Foolishness
of Preaching in a Real World

By James Armstrong (Word Publishers,
1977. 114 pp., cloth, $5.95).

This book grasps the deep meanings of
the preacher’s task and inspires him to
fulfill it as well as anything | have read in
recent years. It is personally edifying—
the kind of book I will urge my pastor
friends to get and read.

M illard Reed

The Fine Art of Preaching

By Andrew W. Blackwood (Baker, 1976.
165 pp., paperback, $2.95).

Your Job—
Survival or Satisfaction?

By Jerry and Mary White (Zondervan,
1977. 190 pp., cloth, $4.95).

Husband and wife coauthor this book.
Dr. White holds degrees in electrical en-
gineering and astronautics, serving as a
mission controller at Cape Kennedy at
the height of America’'s space activity.
He also taught six years at the U.S. Air
Force Academy, from which he resigned
to become regional director for the Navi-
gators.

The first part of the book deals with
the basic issues of the work ethic, adverse
circumstances, purpose, changing jobs,
etc. The second part applies practical
biblical principles to specific kinds of
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jobs: hourly employee, salaried em-
ployee, homemaker, self-employed, etc.

You can spend your working hours in
either frustration or fulfillment.

Learning to Listen, Lord

By Harold Rogers (Word Books, 104 pp.,
paperback, $1.95).

Even though prayer may be very much
a part of our lives, do we really listen to
God? Does listening require a plan? If so,
what kind? This book is the author’s
result of his search for a plan to learn to
listen.

Peace with the Restless Me

By Janice W. Hearn (Word Books, 1976.
129 pp., cloth, $4.95).

The author found herself with feelings
of depression when outwardly she had
everything a woman could desire. Then
she met Jesus Christ and found strength
and courage to confront herself and the
hidden feelings she’'d been repressing for

so long. She describes some of the lessons
she has learned about being a fully hu-
man as well as a fully committed Chris-
tian.

Preachers' Exchange

WANTED: One set of the six-vol. set of
Adam Clarke Bible Commentaries. Rev.
Laura Eickelberger, 600 S.W. 1st Street,
Paoli, IN 47454

WANTED: Any copies of the Herald of
Holiness or the Preacher’s Magazine
dated prior to 1973. Dan Miles, P.O. Box
1240, Belleview, FL 32620.

WANTED: The Way to Power and Poise,
by E. Stanley Jones. J. Ross Erwin, 7209
Marshall Ave., Hammond, IN 46323.
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the all-new

PREACHER'S MAGAZINE
from the office

of the new editor

Neil B. Wiseman

The September-October-November
issue accents Preaching. Don’t miss
these articles:

e Jesus Came Preaching—and His
Called Servants Still Do

« What Is Christian Preaching?

« Whatever to Doctrinal

Preaching?

Happened

¢ Preaching and Church Growth

¢ A Classic Sermon:
“When Life Tumbles In”

fit
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A RESOURCE BOOHS

BEACON BIBLE

— COMMENTARY

A master reference work on the
entire Bible, written by 40 recog-
nized contemporary Wesleyan-
Arminian Bible scholars.
Approximately 6,500 pages.

Individual Volumes, $7.95
10-Volume Set, $74.95

ADAM
CLARKE'S COMMENTARY

One-Volume Edition
Abridged by Ralph Earle

Skillfully condensed, yet maintaining the
spiritual value of this historic six-volume set.
1,356 pages. $14.95

EXPLORING THE
OLD TESTAMENT

W. T. Purkiser, Editor

An illuminating and comprehensive outline
of Old Testament history, reflecting recent
archeological findings. 472 pages. $5.95

EXPLORING THE
NEW TESTAMENT

Ralph Earle, Editor
Valuable, fingertip reference material

presenting a basic foundation of New Volumes now ready ... Writer
Testament truths. 467 pages. 1 Matthew W. E. McCumber
$5.95 3 Luke Reuben Welch
2-Volume “ Exploring" Set, $10.95 5 Acts Arnold E. Airhart
6 Romans Wm. M. Greathouse
7 1& 2 Corinthians Oscar F. Reed

BEACON BI BLE 10 1 & 2 Thessalonians,
EXPOSITIONS 1& 2 Timothy, Titus  Sydney Martin

. . It Hebrews, James
12 volumes of rich devotional 18 2 Peter W. T. Purkiser

thoughts and truths in the Wes-

leyan tradition on the New Tes- 1AST VOLUME FREE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

tament. Includes complete King Order the complete set NOW. You will receive all volumes

James Text. Handy 5% x 7%. now ready. Other volumes will be mailed and billed auto
matically as published. VOLUME 12 will be sent FREE.

Available from your PUBLISHING HOUSE



The fascinating and
illuminating story of

THE

HOLY

By G. FREDERICK OWEN, recognized archaeologist, Bible scholar, author,

originator of the three-dimensional

maps of Palestine, writer of the

Archaeological Supplementto Thompson's Chain Reference Bible.

From the Introduction by
JAMES B. IRWIN, Astronaut, Apollo 15
“The scriptural injunction is 'Go and walk through the land and

$9.95
328 pages.

No part of the world stirs the minds and emotions of
men more deeply than the area known through long
centuries as the Holy Land. Here at the crossroads of
three continents human thought and divine revela-
tion converged, momentous dramas were enacted,
timeless literature was written, and three of the world's
great religions took form.

In this volume, the reader is taken on a mythical
journey throughout this storied land, proceeding from
north to south through the four distinct geographical
divisions: (1) The Coastal Plain; (2) The Central Moun-

describe it/ and Dr. Owen has spent a lifetime (doing just that)
... He gives a total picture combining geography, topography,
and the rich heritage of its ancient past."

tain Region; (3) The Jordan Rift Valley; and (4) The
Eastern Tableland. Each place visited is described
and its historical significance given, particularly as
related to the Bible narrative. It is a fascinating and
iluminating story. Over forty reproductions help you
see places and events as they really are.

Interesting reading for those who have been to the
Holy Land—a MUST for all who are anticipating a
visit. Deluxe Kivar binding with gold stamping.
Protective jacket features a full-color reproduction
of Dr. Owen's three-dimensional map of Palestine.

AEjOOfc of great significance

A companion volume by Dr. Owen you will also enjoy...

JERUSALEM

“Here you will find tangible things that give substance to the Bible."

From the introduction by LOWELL THOMAS

Forty photo reproductions and drawings coupled with vivid descriptions is like a guided
tour through the ages. An illuminating handbook for every student of the Bible. Beauti-

fully printed, deluxe board binding. 180 pages.

$5.95

Available from your PUBLISHING HOUSE
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