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Carter: Behind the backyard

Behind the backyard

The weed-filled patio sprouts up

after running down to the grass

where the dead meadow starts and ends.

It stalks and stirs—those standing sticks

which used to be tall grass in the summer

When it was still alive but on its deathbed

Fallen over itself, twigs tangled in a tomb

The trees are starting to stand alone

as the mowers and plowers take away

the sticks and dirt and grime in the summer

Even though it’s still alive, even though it breathes
It was repulsive to the family—Dbranching fingers
reaching out to uproot our patio.

But it was beautiful to me, all brown and prickled
Rotting in the winter, and taking raspy breaths
when spring returns as it sneezes dirt and dust.
Now it’s flattened, no longer a reeded, short forest
tall for the mice and snakes within its stout trees.
Now it’s just the trees and just the dirt.

At least we can see that hidden lake

and the train tracks on the other side.

It used to be hidden by our little mouse forest
Just a pasture now—once a prairie on its knees
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