It’s more than a love of sports; it’s a passion for
competition, the pursuit of greatness. The students of
Olivet do not know how to be lukewarm. From the swell of
the crowd to the ding of the weight room compressed in the
stale, recycled air, it adheres to the flesh of the students. In
each exposition of physicality there are fragmented clips of
greatness that the students carry with them for days after
witnessing. There is pride in the uniform, fighting under
the title of Tigers. There is fulfillment in the power of
expressing oneself through the gifts we have been granted.
The structure is mobile.
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Intramurals found
a new home this year in
The Perry Center.
“Intramurals is a great
way to come together as
a school community and
engage in the sports we
love. It gives us some
time away from our
studies and allows us to
have fun with our friends
and classmates,” John
Nardozzi said.
Intramurals help
students bond through
similar interests and
activities. When looking
back to why she joined her
intramural indoor soccer
team, Alex Radulovic
said, “ I enjoyed playing
intramurals because I
wanted to make new
friends, stay active, and
enjoy what time I had
here at Olivet.” As each
new year brings in a fresh
crop of perspective Lionel
Messis, intramurals gives
these would-be prodigies
a place to show off their
talent among their peers.
By Chris Bottari

Olllies Follies Sports competitions pit members of each
class against each other for intense intramural competi
tions. (kw)
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Indoor soccer is one of the most popular intramural
sports during the winter. A new addition to the sports
line-up this year was singles and doubles badminton, (rh)

It doesn’t have a leader, but it has a steady following. It’s unofficial,
jut people know about it. It ’s not institutionalized, but its participants are
:onsistent. The competition found at Ball So Hard Friday can contend with
;hat of intramurals, and it has never once been advertised.
Sophomore Jordan Lingle and senior Josh Parker stepped off the court
;o clean up their bloody noses one Friday while senior Jordan Britt explained
;he gist of BSHF. “You just come with friends and try to stick with them on
;he court,” he said, his eyes locked on the scrimmage taking place.
Senior Marshall Harris (right) says he and his friends used to attend
)pen gyms on Friday afternoons in Birchard. “It started growing from ten
Deople, to 15 people, to 20 people, and so on until the Perry Center opened
md allowed us to get three full courts going, and others waiting in line to
ump in ... that’s about flfty-something people. It ’s going global.”
“Ball So Hard Friday is actually competitive,” Michael Garza said.
‘The guys who come aren’t messing around.” The amount of blood covered
*auze from the First Aid kit showed it clearly: the boys have a blast at BSHF.
“If I didn’t play ball during the week I ’d go crazy,” said Garza, who
Dlayed in high school and also used to be on Olivet’s men’s basketball team.
‘It’s my sanity.”
By Katharyn Schrader
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Tearing rami g
Track and field athletes create a
unique bond as they push each
other past their physical limita
tions and fight for victory. Elisha
DeRamus said, “The main reason
I love track is because of the fam
ily atmosphere. Everybody works
hard together, everybody pushes
each other to do their best, anc
nothing is more important thai
the relationships that it pro
vides.” Together, they struggli
through the pain of every prac
tice and emerge with life-lonj
friendships.
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Track and field requires a great
deal of strength. Athletes must
find their strength in willpower
when their bodies no longer have
the ability to carry on. Sarah
Ganster said, “ I like the saying
‘mind over matter.’ I feel that if
you stay strong mentally you can
do anything.” Teammates are
driven to greatness through de
termination, always making their
best better than before. “We can
always become better and shoulc
work to become better,” Alissa
Weatherford said.
By Kassie Spinnie

Hind, Body, and jp iri
Amidst the frustration of defeat and the glory in
victory, God is at the center of the track and field
team. They use their talents to praise God through
the good days and through the stormy days. Jump
er Jacqueline Fayne said, “Before every jump, I
pray to God that He would be with me every step
of the way.” Not only do teammates pray with
each other before their races, they also fellowship
through team Bible studies and have witnessed to
the homeless in Chicago together.

“First off, I’d be a lot
less sore all the time,
but I would also lose
my mind. The track
team is like a second
family to me, and if
I didn’t run, I would
lose more than half
of my friends here at
ONU.”

“ I would walk. But
seriously, if I didn’t
run, I don’t know
what I would do with
all my free time in the
afternoon. What do
people do from
3-5:30 p.m. every
weekday anyway?”
- Nic Mizeur

- David Powers
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The wind pushes against
their bodies as they begin their
race. The gun echoes in the air
as the men take off into their five
mile course of endurance and
strength. Adrenaline pumps into
their veins, muscles contract, and
a decision has to be made. Do they
focus on the race or zone out to ig
nore the pain they voluntarily put
themselves through? Each stride
is different from the last as the
men’s cross country team makes
their way towards the finish line.
The race commences; sweat drips
from their bodies as the announcer
proclaims that Olivet has finished
strong. But this was just the start
to their amazing year. The men
finished 6th at the NAIA Champi
onships this year, which is the best
that the men’s cross country team
has done in Olivet’s running his
tory. By Erin Taylor

_____ #Qnuxc
^ ONU XC/Track & Field
@ONUrunning
We finished sixth as a team.
Great year guys. #onuxc
It’s official - Men’s teams
upsets the #1 team in the
nation by a score of 42-43!
Great job men! Conference
Champs!! #onupride #onuxc

330 II [Hens Cross Country

James Fisher and Dylan
Creger finished strong
at a meet (1). Senior
Brian Willoughby and
teammates spent time
in prayer before a race
(2). (s)

Date
9/6/13

Opponent
Midwest Classic

Result
1st of 12

9/13/13

Illinois Intercollegiate

1st of 18

9/27/13

at Brissman-Lundeen Invitational

10th of 35

9/28/13

at Roy Griak Invitational

14th of 44

10/12/13 at Fighting Bee Invite

1st of 12

10/26/13 at NAIA Great Lakes Invite

2nd of 37

at CCAC Championships

1st of 11

11/23/13 at NAIA National Championships

6th of 32

11/9/13

The men’s cross country team has a bond
that rivals all others on campus; they room jA
together, work out together, live next to each
other, study the Bible together, and, most
importantly, they run together. Their sixth
place finish at the NAIA Championships may
not have been the end they were hoping for,
but their achievements throughout the season
are a testament to their determination to push
each other past the finish line.
Daniel Wells, Caleb Bernhardt, and Nicholas Woodward recentered
before a long run (1). Marshall Hawn, Daniel Wells, and Nic Mizeur
drew encouragement from running together (2). Ethan Gallagher
led the pack at a fall meet (3).
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Q: What are some unforgettable memories from cross country this year?
Winning conference on both the guy’s and girl’s sides was definitely a great moment, and being
able to share the accomplishment on both sides made it that much more exciting. We also had a group of
more than 20 team members go into Chicago to minister to the homeless and pass out sandwiches, socks,
and toiletries in late fall. This really brought the team together by allowing us to be the hands and feet of
Christ outside of competition. Another moment was when we surprised coach at his house in our PJs and
made him watch 27 Dresses with us! Another one is the campfire at camp; we begin our season with a week
in Michigan and at night we always have a campfire where we sing worship songs and have a short devo
tional. The moments spent at campfire are what I am going to miss most.
Q: As a senior, what is the best thing about being on a team with the same girls every year?
I have done cross country all four years. Honestly, each year has been great and I can’t say one year
has been better than the others. I have grown extremely close with the girls that came in with me as a
freshman and who are older than me that have already graduated, but each year it has truly been a bless
ing to get to know, train with, and learn from the new freshmen that come into the program. The constant
encouragement we receive on our team from our fellow teammates makes 6 a.m. practices and mile repeats
a little better. Being able to celebrate accomplishments with the girls as they achieve their goals through
out the season, year, or years is a rewarding experience as well.
SO

11Women s Cross Country
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Date

Opponent

Result

9/6/13

Midwest Classic

1st of 10

9/13/13

Illinois Intercollegiate Invite

3rd of 15

9/27/13

Brissman Lundeen Invitational JV Only

9/28/13

Roy Griak Invitational

8th of 34

10/12/13 Fighting Bee Invite

1st of 9

10/26/13 NAIA Great Lakes Invitational

2nd of 33

11/9/13

1st of 11

CCAC Conference Meet

11/23/13 NAIA National Championship

5th of 32

My favorite memory from this cross country sea
son was driving down to Nationals with a bunch
of my teammates to support both our women’s
and men’s teams as they competed. It was also
great to see several of my teammates reach their
goal of being All-American.
-Annie Brandes

_

i flmerican

Sarah Ray and Leah
Livingston qualified
for All-American at the
NAIA National Cham
pionship November 23
at Rim Rock Farm. The
top 30 runners who
finish the race are con
sidered All-American.
Sarah finished in 15th
place and Leah finished
in 23rd place. Out of
the 319 runners, these
two Olivet runners
went the distance.
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The sound of drumming rumbles through
Ward Field like a stampede of a thousand horses; the
voice over the megaphone echoes throughout Olivet’s
campus. The crowd hollers and fist pumps the chilly
autum n air as the players make their grand entrance.
The crowd’s voices fade out for a mere second as the
players stare the other team down. Tension is high
in that one silent moment and then the game begins
with a wave of new howls.
“It’s an intense atmosphere,” Tyler Swindle
said. “It feels good though, we always have a good
home crowd.”
Tyler is a senior so he’s used to the pressure
and excitement of the Homecoming weekend game.
“I don’t get nervous anymore, but I still feel anxious
right when a game starts. We were kind of struggling
this year so it feels good to win this one.”
232 / / Football

The team may have fallen back in the first half,
but by the second half they were on their toes and push
ing forward to their goal. The school’s fight song rang
through the massive crowd as the team cheered along
with their fans, peers, and family members.
“I’m really going to take these relationships and
friendships I’ve built up with the team to heart after
I leave Olivet,” he said. Andrew Muzljakovic agreed,
“The best part of playing football at Olivet has to be the
memories and friends that I have made throughout the
years.”
By Doni York
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DATE

OPPONENT

OUTCOME

SCORE

9/7

St. Francis

Loss

43-26

9/14

Robert Morris

Loss

24-7

9/21

Concordia

Win

24-7

9/28

Siena Heights

Loss

14-0

10/5

Trinity International

Loss

20-17

10/12

Grand View

Loss

48-17

10/19

St. Ambrose

Loss

38-13

10/26

Lindenwood-Belleville

Win

20-13

11/2

William Penn

Loss

17-13

11/9

Waldorf College

Win

34-19

11/16

St. Xavier University

Loss

34-7

Brian Fish returned to his alma mater as the new head coach in 2012.
Fish has already revamped and pointed the program in a winning direc
tion. (Above) Kicker Andrew Muzljakovich was invited to play in the na
tional bowl game. “Getting to spend some quality time with NFL veter
ans, coaches, and scouts was an unforgettable experience,” he said. (Left)
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Cheers and clapping echoed in the gym
while the crowd cheered on their peers in an
other volleyball match. Shoes squeaked against
the gym floor as players quickly moved back and
forth, keeping th eir eye on the prize.
Olivet’s volleyball team began the sea
son with a shaky start, but those losses didn’t
discourage them . The players were able to dust
them selves off and make a hit in the middle of
th eir season. They created a winning streak th at
lasted nine matches; one of the longest strings of
victories in several seasons.
N ear the end of the season the team faced
a few more losses. Despite the roller coaster of
victories and defeats, the team rem ained strong
and hardworking.
By Doni York
ream members prepared to toss mini volleyballs into the crowd
i before the game. (Below) “This is part of our pre-game tradi:ion,” Renee Enz explained. “In the locker room we would each
iecorate our own mini volleyballs with our names, team verse,
Me. then when our name is called in the line up we each toss our
jail into the crowd to a fan before the game starts.”

“The thing I love m ost about being p art of the team is
going to sound extremely corny, b u t we are a family. I
would not m ake it through 6 A.M. practices, tough losses,
or life w ithout them . We fight w ith and for each other,
get excited for each o th er’s accomplishm ents, and defend
one another on and off the court. I live w ith three of them
and we are like sisters, and they are my favorite people
on campus. O ther team s may say they are like a family,
but we really are one family. I wouldn’t trade th a t for the
world.” - Melissa Bartholomew

Q: How do you feel about the overall season?
A: We learned and grew so much as a team. While our record doesn’t
show a fantastic season; it also doesn’t show the spiritual growth
and amazing team chemistry that evolved throughout the season.
Q: What do you love most about being part of the team?
A: Most of my best friends are on the team. No matter what I can
always talk to any teammates, and I always end up laughing.
Q: Thoughts on Dig Pink?
A: The Dig Pink fundraiser was a huge success! We all worked
together to bake goods for the bake sale and sell t-shirts. Our par
ents, coaches, and the JV team did a great job helping as well. We
raised about $4,000 from this event!

Score Doarc
DATE

OPPONENT

OUTCOME

SCORE

8/23

Cornerstone University
Westminster College
Dixie State University
Hope International University

Loss
Loss
Loss
W in

Marian University
Taylor University
Indiana Institute o f Technology
Texas Wesleyan University
Clarke University
Dakota Wesleyan University
Hannibal LaGrange University
Viterbo University
Trinity Christian College
Purdue North Central
Davenport University

Loss
Loss
W in

3-1
0-3
0-3
3-1
2-3
0-3
3-1
2-3
0-3

8/23
8/24
8/24
8/30
8/30
8/31
8/31
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/7
9/12
9/17
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/26
9/27
10/1
10/4
10/4
10/5
10/5
10/8
10/15
10/18
10/18
10/19
10/19
10/22
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/29
10/31
11/5
11/7
11/12
11/14
11/22

Indiana Institute o f Technology
Georgetown College
Indiana University - East
Purdue Calumet
University o f St. Francis
Indiana University - South Bend
Trinity International University
St. Xavier University
Roosevelt University
Robert Morris University
Calumet College o f St. Joe
Trinity Christian College
Viterbo University
Grand V iew University
Ashford University
University o f Jamestown
Purdue North Central
Cardinal Stritch University
Illinois Institute o f Tech.
Judson University
University o f St. Francis
Purdue - Calumet
Indiana University - South Bend
Calumet College o f St. Joe
Indiana University - South Bend
Trinity Christian College
Bethel College

Loss
Loss
Win
Win
Loss
Loss
Win

3-0
3-2
0-3
0-3
3-2

Loss
Win
Loss
Win
Win
W in
W in
W in
W in
Win
W in
W in
Loss
Loss
Loss
Loss
Loss
Win
Loss
W in
W in
Loss
W in
Loss
W in
Win

0-3
3-0
1-3
3-2
3-1
3-2
3-0
3-0
3-0
3-2
3-0
3-0
0-3
2-3
2-3
1-3
0-3
3-0
2-3
3-0
3-1
0-3
3-1
1-3
3-1
3-2

Loss
Loss

0-3
0-3
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Michael Da Silva (above) is a Canadian senior who has been a part of the men’s soccer team for four years.
Q. How did you hear about Olivet’ s soccer team while living in Canada?
A: My coach back home had connections with the coach here and invited him to come out. He watched me play
and then recruited me.
Q: What has your experience with the team been like?
A: It’s been good. We’re really like a family. It’s not always easy, but this season has been amazing and we were
able to make it to the championships for the past two years.
Q: How do you feel when you’ re on the field?
A: I always get butterflies right before a game. I’m always anxious and excited, but I love it.
Q: How does it feel knowing this is your last year with the team?
A: It’s sad. It’s emotional because after this year I’ll be going back home to Canada, and I won’t be able to play
with these guys like this again, but it’s been a good experience and I’m thankful for it.
Q: What would you say to any incoming freshmen wanting to be a part of the team?
A: It’s an experience of a lifetime. We have a good group of guys and a good coach. They’d enjoy their time here.

H E II [Hens Soccer
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DATE
8/31
9/2
9/6
9/11
9/14
9/21
9/24
9/28
10/2
10/5
10/8

10/12

10/16
10/19
10/26
10/30
11/2
11/5
11/9
11/13
11/16
11/23

O PPO N EN T
O U T C O M E SC O R E
Win
St. Ambrose
4-1
Northwestern Ohio
Tie
1-1
Indiana Tech
Loss
2-1
Ashford University
Loss
1-3
Michigan-Dearborn
Win
1-0
Win
Grand View University
3-2
Holy Cross College
Loss
1-2
Judson University
Win
2-0
Win
Purdue-Calumet
2-1
Win
Trinity International
2-0
Trinity Christian
Win
3-0
Win
St. Xavier University
1-0
Cardinal Stritch
Loss
0-1
Calumet St. Joseph
Win
3-1
Win
Illinois Tech
3-0
Win
Roosevelt University
4-1
Robert Morris University
Loss
1-2
St. Francis
Win
6-0
Calumet St. Joseph
Win
2-1
Win
St. Xavier University
5-1
Holy Cross College
Win
2-1
Benedictine College
Tie
0-0

Yinka Ifaturoti is a senior at Olivet and has been
playing soccer since he first came to the school four years
ago. He h adn’t even considered becoming a p a rt of Olivet
until his youth pastor in Michigan brought up the school
and m entioned the soccer program.
“I came here and played with some guys who were
m uch b etter th an me; they were 25, 26, much older and
m uch more skilled, bu t it went well and I got invited to
play. Since then those guys have become role models for
me and have encouraged me to do my best.” Ifaturoti said,
“I felt like I belonged right away. The team welcomed me
w ith open arms. They appreciated the way I played and I
appreciated the way they played.”

t
t
Unlike many of the teams they play, this year’s
a m i II ITS
team thinks about each other long before they
^
think about themselves. Senior Jessica Bachelor
said, “We’re a true family. We’re there for each other no matter what.”
Before every game, when most teams are strategizing, they are praying for
their opponents and singing praises to the Lord. Head coach Bill Bahr said,
“ The girls have really
committed the season to
the Lord, and to more
than just the game.” To
the team, it wasn’t just
a season of games, but
a season of friendships,
memories, and family.
By Kassandra Spinnie

DATE
8/30
8/31
9/6
9/7
9/13
9/14
9/25
9/28
10/1
10/4
10/9
10/12
10/15
10/19
10/26
10/29
11/2
11/6
11/9
11/12
11/16
11/23
12/2

OPPONENT
OUTCOM E
Mount Vernon Nazarene University
W in
Grace College
Graceland University
Hastings College
Spring Arbor University
Cincinnati Christian University
Holy Cross College
Judson University
Purdue University - Calumet
Trinity International University
Trinity Christian College
Saint Xavier University
Cardinal Stritch University
Calumet College o f St. Joe
Illinois Institute o f Technology
Roosevelt University
Robert Morris University
University o f Saint Francis
University o f Saint Francis
Cardinal Stritch University
Trinity International University
Graceland University
Lindsey W ilson University
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W in
W in
Loss
Loss
W in
Win
Loss
W in
W in
Tie
W in
W in
Win
Win
Win
W in
W in
Win
W in
Tie
W in
Loss

SCORE
2-0
2-0
1-0
0-1
0-1
8-0
6-0
0-3
7-1
3-2
0-0
4-1
4-0

11-0
1-0
2-0
2-0
5-0
3-1
1-0
0-0
2-1
1-5

Donning shirts with “Fight
Like A Girl” across the front,
the team released yellow
balloons in honor of Zayla
Mitsdarffer (1). Katie Smith
demonstrated her defensive
skills (2). Emily Rosenboom
dribbled the soccer ball
down the field (3). Liz Wahl
and Betsy Hetrick embraced
after a goal (4).

pray tor
[ L1a y ---------------------------------------------------------The women’s soccer team diligently supported 12-year-old Kankakee resident
Zayla Mitsdarffer in her third bout of cancer. The team sold bracelets, hosted a bake
sale, sold plank puzzle pieces that eventually came together to form a giant get well
card, and even sold t-shirts that were designed by Zayla herself to raise funds to help
the Mitsdarffer family pay for medical expenses.
A benefit game was held on Oct. 1 for Zayla where the team members met and
prayed with her for the first time. “The best moment for me was when I got to give
her a hug and just wrap my arms around the little girl,” said team member Jessica
Bachelor. “Hopefully from that she can know that Jesus loves her and that we’ll help
her in any way we can.”
Emily Rosenboom is a friend of the Mitsdarffer family and has known Zayla
since she was three years old, around the same age she received her first cancer diag
nosis.
When Rosenboom discovered Zayla had developed cancer for the third time,
she took action by pitching her “Pray for Zay” idea to the coaches and the team.
Though the women’s soccer team is naturally very close, the “Pray for Zay”
movement has improved their experience as teammates. Rosenboom added, “I think
we are getting closer and closer as a team, which is really awesome in itself because
that’s not what our intention was but it’s an added perk.”
By Destiny Mitchell
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Seeing is Succeeding
Men’s golf is both a physical and mental sport because
the golfers often visualize their swing before they even
step up to the tee. The mental aspect of the game is
just as important as the physical aspect, so players
execute multiple flawless swings in their minds before
each turn. It is not until they are faultless in their
minds that they are ready to compete. Junior Michael
Bork shares, “It’s important to visualize the exact shot
you plan to hit before stepping up to hit. Visualizing
your success is a very powerful thing.”

Similar to many sports, competi
tive golfers tend to begin their
careers as a leisure sport. Then,
once they find their love for the
sport, they begin to compete
and their hobby transforms
into a lifestyle. Freshman Luke
Lambert said, “ I enjoy golfing
in so many ways. It started out
as something I just did to hang
with my dad and brother and
now it’s something I do to com
pete.”

G o lf is a game o f mistakes, which puts players in
a difficult situation. Every swing is a chance to
change the outcome o f the tournament either posi
tively or negatively. Golfers find that they have to
leave all o f their past swings exactly where they
belong: in the past. Otherwise, the temptation
would be great to dwell on past mistakes instead of
embracing the next opportunity. Senior Tyler Karraker says, “ Before I take a shot, I try to put myself
into a calm, clear state. G olf is a very frustrating
sport, and you can’t let a previous shot affect your
next one.”

f l lU e lic s // 34

Golf is an incredibly difficult sport because the athletes
must be strong mentally, fit physically, and flexible be
cause the weather is never predictable. “I personally en
joy (and despise) golfing because it is such a mental and
intellectual sport,” Lydia Bilyeu said. “ Golf is extremely
challenging in that it requires a high degree of imagina
tion, focus, serenity, and, most definitely, integrity.”
In the midst of their challenges, the team never forgets
who they are truly playing for becausa they wear Colossians
stitched onto their sleeve.

W c 7 / ULIomen s Go (

Teammates on the women’s golf team do not describe each
other as just friends who golf together. “We are more than
a team but a family. This connection helps us support each
other, encourage each other, and better each other in this
crazy game we play,” Kelsey Fisk said. They push each other
to the limits and beyond every day with positive attitudes
and loving personalities. Freshman Sydney Tyler said, “Our
team is the perfect mix of a variety of personalities. We all
balance each other out and are always available to talk about
anything we need. I feel very blessed to be among such a
great group of Christ-centered women.” Sophomore Maria
Stevens agreed, “ Our team this year is full of energy and
potential. We are a pretty close knit group of people and it’s
a lot of fun.” By Kassie Spinnie

Ihanlns, Dac
Most athletes play for a specific purpose or person, and golfers are no
exception. Players will often find their inspiration and drive from a
close friend, relative, or mentor. Sophomore Bridget Wolff explained
her motivation: “ I believe that I golf for my dad. When I was little I
hated golfing; I was terrible at it and I am one of those people who has
to be good on the second try. However, my dad would not let me quit,
and because of his determination and influence on me, I kept going.”
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Tennis is not considered by
most people to be a team sport,
but at Olivet, it’s a different story.
Through the challenges of training
and conditioning all year to the
chemistry it takes to perform in
doubles matches, both the men’s and
women’s tennis teams have realized
how much of a team sport tennis can
be.
“Even though it may not
be considered a team sport, I
firmly believe that it is,” Clara
Ruegsegger said. The team count
on and encourage each other. “It
is vital that our team encourages
each other during matches because
it helps give players energy, keeps
them motivated, and can give them
momentum,” Landon Williams said.
This team chemistry is not only seen
in the players of the respective men’s
and women’s teams, but in the
relationship between the two as well.
Peter Jensen explained he
was attracted to Olivet’s tennis
program because “the teams had
great chemistry, and I wasn’t seeing
that with the other schools I was
checking out.”
The encouraging team
atmosphere seems to be paying off
both on and off the court. Both the
men’s and women’s teams have been
named NAIA Scholar-Athlete Teams
for their work in the classroom, and
both have advanced to the NAIA
National Championships for five
years straight.
The tennis teams set prime
examples of the ideal ONU athlete,
balancing academia and athleticism
with the poise and determination
that their sport demands.
By Drew Leavitt

“My greatest moment as an Olivet tennis player
was last year when we beat our rival team and
won Regionals in order to go NAIA nationals.
The men’s team ended up doing the same, and
we got to go to Nationals together.”
-Clara Ruegsegger
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Though the swimming program is only in its second year, the mem
bers of the swim team are not new to competition. The swimmers, led by
former NCAA Division I coach Scott Teeters, have already been very suc
cessful. In their inaugural season, the Tigers placed fourth in the women’s
NAIA National Championship and third in men’s.
Winning continued this year. In January, sophomore Jacob Ander
son was named the NAIA National Men’s Swimmer & Diver of the Month.
The men’s team placed twice
in the NAIA Endless Pools Top
25 rankings, and the women’s
team placed once. The future is
promising for the young team.
The Tigers have proven them
selves to be formidable com
petitors in the pool, and as they
continue to train and compete,
great things are expected.
By Garrett Corpier

83 Ben Johnson @brjohnsonl8
First swim meet of the year! Let’s go
gold squad!! COLE!! #lifeatolivet

In their 2013-2014 season, the Olivet swim team collected numer
ous titles and awards. Right after Christmas break, they won second
place at the University of Chicago Winter Invite after already earning
titles at the Woehnker Invite and the Carthage Winter Invite, among
others. In a snowy and exciting meet at home on Jan. 31, a total of
' thirteen Olivet swimmers won first-place finishes as they easily beat
Wheaton College.
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“The most difficult thing about cheerleading is working on more
advanced stunts,” Kristen Bloyd explained. “There are more dif
ficult stunts and pyramids, and it can be a challenge sometimes
working with new material.” (1) (kw)
Rachel Jones and Jaimie Teske pumped up the crowd with t-shirts.

Megan Eylander showed the trust and balance
involved in cheerleading (1). (kw)
Allyssa Paulsen demonstrated the strength and
skill cheerleading requires (2). (s)

After a long day at cheer camp this summer, eight members of Olivet’s cheerleading team en
tered the hotel’s elevator to retire to their rooms. Laughter quickly filled the air as they talked about
the day’s events. Suddenly, the men in the group decided to try to stop the elevator by jumping. Just
as they approached the cheerleaders’ floor they succeeded. They could hear their fellow team mem
bers through the door, which was unable to open. “ I thought we were going to run out of air,” Allyssa
Paulsen said. Yelling and trying to escape, they remained trapped for 15 minutes before they were
rescued by the maintenance man, but for the rest of cheer camp the elevator remained out-of-order.
By Erin Taylor
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Q: How long
have you
played with
Olivet?
A: It’s my third
year playing
with Olivet.
Q: What does
basketball
mean to you?
A: Basketball
has been a part
of my life for
as long as I can
remember, and
the best part
is having fun with my teammates and
winning.
Q: What is your favorite moment with the
basketball team?
A: The funniest memory of the team this
year was the New Year’s Party — hitting
Abe with a spoon and playing Catch
Phrase with everyone.
SO
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DATE

OPPONENT

OUTCOME

11/8

Cincinnati Christian University

W in

SCORE
80-73

11/11

Lew is University

Loss

64-79

11/13

Eastern Illinois University

Loss

60-67

11/15

G eorgetow n C ollege

Loss

89-93

11/16

L ife University

Loss

83-95

11/20

Concordia University - Irvine

Loss

69-85

11/21

California State University San Marcos

Loss

79-94

11/23

Point Lom a Nazarene University

Loss

86-94

11/26

University o f St. Francis

W in

78-70

12/3

Purdue University - Calumet

Loss

60-65

12/7

H oly Cross C ollege

Loss

53-58

12/14

Calumet C o llege o f St. Joseph

W in

79-62

12/17

Purdue University - North Central

W in

84-63

1/4

S ilver Lake C ollege

W in

101-76
88-74

1/8

Indiana University - South Bend

W in

1/11

Judson University

W in

81-53

1/15

Robert M orris University

Loss

69-75

1/18

St. X avier University

Loss

67-68

1/22

Trinity International University

W in

80-71

1/25

Roosevelt University

W in

91-64

1/30

Trinity Christian C ollege

W in

85-78

2/1

Purdue University - Calumet

W in

92-82

2/6

University o f St. Francis

W in

71-48

2/8

H oly Cross C ollege

W in

59-42

2/12

Calumet C ollege o f St. Joesph

W in

89-55

2/15

Purdue University - North Central

W in

102-77

2/19

Cardinal Stritch University

Loss

77-83

2/22

Indiana University - South Bend

W in

91-56

2/26

Roosevelt University

Loss

84-88

Boomboom clap, boomboom
clap echoed through the gym,

accompanied by the smell of
popcorn and cheesy nachos as
the crowd packed the stands
for the women’s homecoming
basketball game. Cheerlead
ers flew through the air and
the band played song after
song while the crowd clapped
along. Ladies and gentlemen
from former years sat and rem
inisced as well as commented
on the changes of the gym as
the game began. Olivet’s fans
were whooping and hollering
various feedback for our team.
Three-pointer
after threepointer swooshed through the
net as the Lady Tigers hustled
back and forth across the court.
It was a tough game against
the St. Francis Cougars but a
crowd member could be heard
the season and they have a lot
to live up to, but they will do
great'

By Erin Taylor

2 5 2 // Women s B ashelU

Senior Miranda Geever scored her 1000th point in November (1). Taylor Haymes was a leader
on the court, as one of four seniors on the team (2). (kw)

.a r in g Loa ch es
The women’s basketball coaches
have an impressive reputation with
their players going above and be
yond to build a cohesive team. “Our
coaches always go out of their way to
show us they care and to help build
us up individually and as a team,”
senior Senior Taylor Haymes said.
“Whether through surprise notes
in our lockers, new basketball gear,
praying for us, or thinking up fun
team bonding challenges, we know
our coaches love us!” The coaches’
caring approach shows when players
pour their hearts into every game.
With players and coaches commit
ted to each other, it made for an out
standing season.

The women’s basketball team is
incredibly team oriented, working
through challenges, losses, and vic
tories as one. They work together
forming a system in which each
player is an instrumental link to the
entire structure. “ It is a system, and
when one part of the system breaks
down then it affects the team. We
strive to work well doing our indi
vidual task on the court to better
our team, which in turn molds us
into a bonded team,” sophomore
Cortney Allenbaugh said.

DATE

OPPONENT

OUTCOME

SCORE

11/1
11/2
11/5
11/8
11/13
11/20
11/22
11/23
11/26
12/3
12/7
12/11
12/19
12/20
12/30
12/31

Briar C liff University

Loss
Loss
Win
Loss
Win

107-121

1/8
1/11
1/15
1/18
1/22
1/25
1/30
2/1
2/6
2/8
2/12
2/19
2/22

Morningside College
Lindenwood University
University o f St. Francis (IN)
Clarke University
Purdue University - Calumet
Mid-Continent University
Huntington University
University o f St. Francis (IL)
Calumet C ollege o f St. Joe
Holy Cross College
Illinois Institute o f Technology
Concordia University
Madonna University
St. Thomas University
R V Northwood University
Indiana University - South Bend
Judson University
Robert Morris University
St. Xavier University
Trinity International University
Roosevelt University
Trinity Christian COllege
Purdue University - Calumet
University o f St. Francis
Holy Cross College
Calumet College o f St. Joe
Cardinal Stritch University
Indiana University - South Bend

Loss
W in
Loss
Win
Win
Win
Win
Win
W in
Loss
Win
Win
W in
Win
Loss

88-131
138-118
82-105
109-96
105-114
133-92
101-121
97-89
118-107
88-81
119-40
102-90
148-102
108-116
124-116
115-86
117-59
134-111
80-117

Win
W in
Win
Loss
W in
Win
Win

116-69
112-99
105-77
101-114

Loss
Win

92-106
90-80

W o m e n s dasherne

106-90
125-92
121-75

leinueniion_____________________________
After losing 10 graduating seniors last year, upperclassmen on
the baseball team became leaders and young players gained experi
ence.
“Whether a clutch hit or a great defensive play is needed, we’ve
had guys able to step into that role,” Steven Beckham (right)
explained. “While we haven’t had tremendous success in regards to
wins and losses early in the season, I know we’re going to be able com
pete against anybody in the country.”
The transition wasn’t without challenges, though. An incoming
wave of strong freshmen echoed the exiting wave of seniors, forcing
the players caught in the middle to redefine their roles on the team.
Despite a frustrating start to the season, losing several one-run
games, the players persevered, knowing their attitude would affect the
quality of their season. “Baseball runs on an imaginary steamroller,”
Ryan Archer said. “A string of games builds up good or bad momen
tum.” Choosing to be optimistic about the rest of the season helped
the team meld together.
“Baseball is just as much a mental game as it is physical,” Beck
ham said. “ I love that it’s a team sport. It’s not about me, or any indi
vidual. You can be the best player in the world, but without a team to
pick up the slack, you’ll still lose.”
By Staci Bradbury
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The softball team found themselves in the opposite po
sition of the baseball team this year, with 13 returning play
ers.
“Many of us have had several years of experience play
ing together, which helps the comradery of the team ,” Cheryl
Sendzik said. “We all know what to expect out of each other,
which makes us stronger.”
The team dynamics are something each player will at
test to. Justine Phillips is just one witness to the camaraderie
of Olivet athletics. “You definitely get a sense of community
with all of the teams here. They are all very supportive of
each other no matter what the sport,” she said.
The cohesiveness of the team has helped the
women contend for a national title each season. Led
by head coach Ritchie Richardson, who celebrated his
700th victory at O NU in 2012, the softball team spirit
thrived.
“All the struggles and stresses I may be dealing
with outside of softball can be forgotten for those few
hours of being on the ball field,” Sendzik said. “It’s my
escape, my passion, and love.”
By Drew Leavitt
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Tom jlilches lo uiamonds
Senior Cheryl Sendzik took a groundball to the face in the first game
this season. “A “funny” hop on the ball field left me with a broken tooth
and stitches,” she said. “While I suffered enormous pain and frustration
throughout that day, my mood drastically swung in the other direction by
the end of that night. My boyfriend, now fiance, surprised me down in Ari
zona and proposed. So life is full of surprises. It may hit you in the mouth
sometimes, but you gotta push through because there is always light at the
end of the tunnel!”
DIM L / / T [
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