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1998—WITHOUT A SLIVER OF HOPE

Is there any hope for our tired little planet? If we all had more money, better jobs,
and more fulfilling relationships; or if we elected all new public officials; or if all dis-
eases could be cured—would those accomplishments bring true hope to our lives?

Without Christ, there is no Hope. The new calendar on the wall seems to offer new
hope, but Hope with a capital H only comes when the Lord of the universe invades our
lives with His grace. What is the hope for your sister, your neighbor, or your work asso-
ciate? If they are alienated from Christ, they have no Hope for 1998. All they achieve,
however positive, will be of no lasting significance. What the world needs now—is
Hope! And you and | are the “Hope ambassadors.”

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope thatyou have” (1 Peter 3:15, niv, emphasis added). HOLINESS ... THE
MESSAGE OF HOPE. How awesome to realize that YOU and I, as members of the
Body of Christ, actually become the Hope-givers to our family and friends who are fac-
ing 1998 without Christ. WE are the only Hope some will ever see! Please join us in a
New Year’s commitment to be a bridge of Hope for someone who needs Jesus. Imagine
the celebration if a friend who began 1998 “without a sliver of hope” ended the year cel-
ebrating Jesus—the Hope!

The Board of General Superintendents
Jerry D. Porter, secretary
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NTS— aPlace for Growii

Itis as though God
has planted
“software’ in the
hearts and minds
of ministerial
students that will
find continual
practical relevance
years after
graduation from

seminary.

vimt- -

ow do the cherished

ore values of the

hurch remain central

hile the programs of

he church deal with

he challenges of the

imes? How can tradi-

tions be retained while new ways

seem to take their place? How

does a denomination retain viabili-

ty while it gives itself away in ser-
vant ministry to the community?

Those who prepare persons for

ministry live in a past-present-fu-

ture situation where tradition and

innovation engage each other. At

this fascinating threshold live stu-

dents at Nazarene Theological

Seminary (NTS). They are the

products of their conditioning, and

they are being driven by a new vi-
sion from the Lord of the church.

The God who calls men and

women to ministry not only calls

them to prepare now but also
places within their minds and
hearts a vision for their ministry in
the days when they will flourish in
leadership. It is as though God has
planted “software” in the hearts
and minds of ministerial students
that will find continuing practical
relevance years after graduation
from seminary. The One who has
called them is also aware of the
times and conditions in which they
will flourish as servant-leaders. In
preparation for those times, God
the Spirit places within the hearts
and minds of persons whom He
calls visions that drive the church
and its ministries. God is, even
now, planting seeds that will shape
the church in 2010 and beyond if
Jesus delays His coming.

At the beginning of the NTS ex-
perience, students are encouraged
to participate in spiritual formation

Lee Rudeen
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VISl
by President Gordon Wetmore

workshops. These workshops are
followed up by accountability and
spiritual growth groups, which in-
clude both student and spouse and
sometimes last throughout the
whole seminary experience. These
group experiences have been times
of exceptional spiritual growth and
insight into Holiness ministry.
They have been times when God-
given visions have grown. The sto-
ry of one such group is the record
of students and spouses who met
together over three years at NTS
and who now are all in ministry or
in graduate school.

Their story begins in the fall of
1993. Jeff and Stacey Barker,
Robert and Dawn Brindle, Jim
Pearl, Gerhard and Diane Weigelt,
Brian and Julie Plopper, and Craig
and Shar Wikofif committed to the
discipline of regular and intention-
al meetings for spiritual develop-
ment around the theme of “I prom-
ise to guard my heart” (Proverbs
4:23). The group, though diverse,
set their minds on one purpose: “to
become better disciples of Jesus
Christ during our time of prepara-
tion for ministry.” They made
covenants for
spiritual growth
and accountabili-
ty. Their first
common disci-
pline was: “I will
continually seek
to practice the
presence of God
by setting aside
time regularly for
prayer, meditation, and spiritual
reading.” These experiences in
spiritual formation were going on
during three years of demanding
seminary academic curriculum. An
understanding of biblical holiness,
the nature of the Church of Jesus
Christ, and pastoral ministry were
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January 25 is
NTS Offering
Sunday

developing in a setting of personal
spiritual growth.

It was somewhere in this mix of
hungering after God, serious study
in the Holiness traditions, plumb-
ing the depths of the Scriptures
(including study in the original
languages), and holding up the
message of scriptural holiness
against the wrenching changes of
contemporary culture that each be-
gan to be aware of a God-given vi-
sion. For Craig it was a com-
pelling, fresh understanding of
worship and leading a congrega-
tion into ways to impact a commu-
nity. For Jeff it was a compelling
understanding of himself as a ser-
vant of God and a deep burden to
be a pastor in the Holiness tradi-
tion. For Robert it was a confirma-
tion of the call to go on to prepare
to be a teacher of
preachers. His
love for books
and the sacra-
ments was fired
by the holy call-
ing. Gerhard and
Brian became
deeply involved
in ministry as
students at NTS
and began to shape ways in which
young, growing Christians could
be led into a profound allegiance
to Christ and to His Church. The
heavenly vision drew Jim into con-
firmation of his call to be a pastor.

This process of awakening in-
sight and vision included spouses,

NTS Spiritual
Formation Group:

(Backrow, I. tor.)
Jeff Barker, Jim
Pearl, Craig
Wikoff, Shar
Wikoff, Diane
Weigelt.

(Middle row, 1. tor.)
Stacey Barker,
Dawn Brindle,
Julie Plopper,
Gerhard Weigelt.

(Frontrow, . tor.)
Robert Brindle,
Brian Plopper.

whose stories of personal growth
and affirmation reveal the team
building that is so vital to lifetimes
of ministry together. The seminary
experience became, for each one, a
crucible for refining and shaping
the individual vision for a lifetime
of ministry.

Such visions of a holy God and
of a holy calling seldom come to us
in the hurried and brief contacts
that plague so many Christian
lives, even in preparation for min-
istry. While God the Spirit at times
will communicate with us in fleet-
ing moments and in brief encoun-
ters, He typically reserves His most
compelling conversations for those
who are committed to prayer and
inquiry into the ways of God in
ministry. The vision of a lifetime of
Holiness ministry is shaped in a di-
vine-human encounter that changes
the whole person and, in turn,
shapes the church.

How does a church stay true to
its calling? In part, the answer is to
provide a setting in which men and
women, called of God, may be
confronted and inspired by the vi-
sion of Christ’s Church in a chang-
ing world. Nazarene Theological
Seminary, empowered by the
prayers of many who understand
the profound significance of vision
gathering, is a place where God
plants deeply into the hearts and
minds of His called-out ones His
plans for the life and outreach of
the coming church. NTS is a place
for growing visions.



OUR PASTORS WILL NEED
T0 HAVE CLEAR VISION,

STEADY HANDS, AND D H P ROOTS_
PATENT HEARTS T0 DEVELOP



Great Shade

ommy Lasorda, former
manager of the Los An-
geles Dodgers, has of-
ten said that if he were
cut, he would bleed
“Dodger Blue.” In
much the same way, |
feel that if | were cut, |
would bleed “Holiness
Blue.” Most everything

by Doug Samples

come true, our Holiness churches
will face some king-size chal-
lenges. Because of the radical
changes that are going on, our
churches must work hard to re-
main a viable option.

More and more people in the
’90s are choosing to live their lives
outside of the church. Even if they
have a love for God, many have

that is of any value to me haebielsd to exercise that love with-
given to me by the Hdutebelp from the traditional

church in which I have grown up.

Forty-some years
ago, | was born into
the home of commit-
ted Christian laypeo-
ple. Many childhood
memories revolve
around lots of happy
experiences at church.
We were one of those
families who were in
church every time the
doors were open. My
dad’s famous line was,
“You can be sick at
church just as easily as
you can be sick at
home.”

Since those early
days, the church has
gone on to give me my
salvation, my educa-
tion, my wife, and my place of ser-
vice in God’s kingdom. Now in
my 20th year as a Holiness pastor,
the church gives me my house, my
food, my clothes, and virtually all
my friendships.

In my position as a pastor, | now
have the opportunity to do my part
to make sure that our holiness tra-
dition continues to have an influ-
ence for greatness in the days
ahead. In order for that dream to
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church.

To insist on “doing church”  to sit

today as we did
back then is like

dressing the church in wet,
heavy clothes and
telling her to win a
100-yard dash against
other runners dressed an

in Lycra tights!

If our Holiness churches are go-
ing to have a place in the lives of
people today, we will need to not
only be loyal to the heritage of our
holiness message but also be com-
mitted to the challenge of a chang-
ing society.

Loyal to Our
Heritage of Holiness

How thankful I am that | have

grown up in a church that is com-
mitted to the Wesleyan doctrine of
holiness. This holiness lifestyle is
one of the greatest gifts the church
has ever given to me.

Although this beautiful doctrine
was often dressed in the restrictive
clothing of legalism, | am still
grateful that | grew up in the “Ho-
liness camp” rather than being
taught the doctrines of once saved
always saved, purgatory, tongues,
or liberalism.

Not long ago, |
had the opportunity

under the
teaching of one of
the most gifted

speakers in the Pen-
tecostal movement.
| listened to three
hours of the best
teaching on the doc-
trine of being filled
with the Holy Spirit.
But then his altar
call consisted of
nothing more than
invitation to
come forward and
“be filled” and “get
the gift of tongues.”
No mention of the
need for cleansing
of the inner sin nature and the po-
tential for a life of heart purity.
Just “get the gift.” How disap-
pointing!

I came away from that experi-
ence more thankful than ever for
our teaching on holiness. | also
found myself more loyal to our
Holiness heritage and convinced
that our society today needs to
hear our message of holiness more
than ever before.



| sincerely believe we have the
message that our world is hungry
for. Rather than be embarrassed to
be associated with the doctrine of
holiness  and
seeing holiness
as something
that we have to
“water down” so
as to not scare
people off, our
Holiness
churches have
the opportunity
to be more rele-
vant than ever
before.
What is it that
people want to-
day? | believe
they are looking
for three things.
They want free-
dom, they want fulfillment, and
they want cleanness.

1. Freedom

No matter where they live—in
the turmoil of the inner city or the
comfortable suburbs—people long
for freedom. People want to be
free, and that is exactly what the
message of holiness offers them.
In Christ, they can be free from
self-centeredness, free from sin,
free from addictive behaviors, and
free from the bondage of Satan. In
Christ, they are free to become all
that God meant them to be when
He created them.

2. Fulfillment

People want fulfillment. People
are more life-oriented than death-
oriented. They are more concerned
about whether real life is possible
in the here and now, rather than
whether there is any life after
death. Does life have meaning and
purpose? Holiness is the true path
to fulfillment. When they come to
Christ, that is precisely when they
begin to live the “abundant life.”

3. Purity

The third desire of people today
is cleanness. Every day we hear
people crying out for clean air,

6

clean water, and a clean environ-
ment. As a Holiness church, we
need to capitalize on this thirst for
cleanness and tell people how they
. can have
spiritual
purity by
allowing
Christ to
fill them
with His

Spirit.

Can you
see how
much our
new world
needs to
hear the
old mes-
sage of
holiness?
This doc-
trine that

we know so well and love so much
is not something to be ashamed of,
watered down, or hidden in the
closet. On the contrary, it is the
message of hope that our world is
looking for. We need to preach it
and teach it more vigorously than
ever before.
As Holi-
ness church-
es, we have a
rich heritage.

They see their
church as a “refuge

We can no longer assume, how-
ever, that just because we have had
influence in the past that we will
automatically have that same in-
fluence in the future. In the busi-
ness world, more and more busi-
nesses close their doors because
they did not keep up with all the
changes in their fields.

In these changing times, we can-
not be content with “business as
usual.” We must learn how to pro-
claim the old message of holiness
in new and creative ways.

The ideas and methods that
were successful back in the 1930s
were obviously well suited for that
time period. Those ideas worked
back then, as did the creative ideas
that were initiated in the 1950s and
the 1970s. But to insist on “doing
church” today as we did back then
is like dressing the church in wet,
heavy clothes and telling her to
win a 100-yard dash against other
runners dressed in Lycra tights!

Why do people hang on to the
“good old days”? Almost everyone
resists change. We like the orderli-
ness of a routine, and when some-
one messes
with our com-
fort zone, our
natural re-
sponse is neg-

Our holiness 1 P TR ative.

roots go not of famllla”ty In a Further,
only back to i eople fear
John Wesley world that is very E[)hatIO if you
but all the unfamiliar and change the
way back to . ) method, then
the  Bible. radically different  you may also
These roots . change the
have made from the world in

our churches
strong. Let us
be loyal to
this great her-
itage that has
been entrusted to us.

Committed to the

Challenge of Change
Because of my rich heritage, |

want to do all I can to make sure

our church continues to have influ-
ence throughout the years ahead.

which they grew up.

message. For
some people,
the message
and the meth-
od have con-
verged into
one entity. They are afraid the baby
will be thrown out with the bath.

I have observed a third reason
that causes people to oppose
change. A lot of people look at the
church as their last refuge from
change. They feel as if the rest of
the world is out of their control, and
there is nothing they can do to stop

Herald of Holiness



the constant change in the world
“out there.” But since they serve on
the boards of their local churches,
they can control what happens in
their church. And so, they do! They
try to insulate
their church
from the rav-
aging storms of
change swirling
around them.
They see their
church as a
“refuge of famil-
iarity” in a world
that is very unfa-
miliar and radi-
cally different
from the world
in which they
grew up.

Any pastor
who wishes to
initiate change within the church
will need to recognize and respect
these fears. We must be careful to
distinguish between the unchang-
ing message and the changing
methods. With a tender heart, we
must be understanding of the per-
son who feels as if we are trying to
take away his last familiar refuge.

It can be very risky to be the
pastor or the lay leaders who at-
tempt to lead a church through a
period of change and renewal. To
take a church that has a long and
rich tradition, a church that has be-
come very comfortable in a famil-
iar way of doing things, and help-
ing that church renew its focus in
order to have an effective ministry
in the brand-new world of the
1990s is a tremendous challenge.

We will

Is It Possible?

In spite of the risks and in spite
of the demands, if our Holiness
churches are going to continue to
fulfill our mission in the 1990s and
on into the 21st century, we will
have to be as committed to the
challenge of change as we are loy-
al to the heritage of holiness.

Our message of holiness does
not have to change. It is a great
message! It is a message that our
world today is thirsty for. Howev-
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have to
be as committed
to the challenge
of change as we
are loyal to the
heritage of
holiness!

er, we cannot expect to draw peo-
ple in the "90s to Christ if we insist
on using methods that were de-
signed for 20 years ago. We must
work hard to find ways of blend-
ing the best of
the past with the
demands of the
future.

Our preaching
must communi-
cate holiness in
positive  and
freeing terms
rather than in a
legalistic, re-
strictive manner.
Our music must
merge the great
hymns of the
past with the
contemporary
sounds of today.

Our pastors and churches will
have to work together to accom-
plish this blending of the old and
new. Our pastors must take the
lead in initiating positive changes.

THE WILDROS!
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down your roots and your young
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Bob Brower Elected President of

PLNC

Bob Brower, who was elected
president of Point Loma
Nazarene College (PLNC) on
October 31, accepted his elec-
tion two weeks later, according
to Paul G. Cunningham, re-
sponsible general superinten-
dent for the Nazarene Publish-
ing House (NPH). Brower has
been president of NPH since
1995.

Brower and his wife, Linda,
visited the PLNC campus soon
after his election and met with
faculty, administrators, staff,
and students. “Several key
things impressed us,” Brower
said. “The quality of individu-
als involved in roles all across
the campus, a
strong sense of
optimism about
the future, and the
support of the
Board of Trustees
and of the campus
and constituent
communities were
all very attractive

Olathe, Kans., from 1989 to
1995. At MNU he also was
dean of innovation education
and graduate studies, 1986-89;
associate academic dean,
1983-86; and director of Title
111 programs and professor of
communications, 1979-83.

Brower also served at
Trevecca Nazarene College
(now University) in Nashville,
Tenn., as director of Title IlI
and an assistant professor.

He earned the Ph.D. in orga-
nizational and interpersonal
communications at the Univer-
sity of Kansas in 1986, the
M.A. in communications from
the University of Cincinnati in

1973, and the
B.A. in speech
and English from
Trevecca in 1972.

Brower was
chosen to replace
Jim Bond, who
was elected gen-
eral superinten-
dent of the

to us. We felt Church of the
very much at Bob Brower Nazarene last
home. . My June.

family and | feel a sense of
peace and a confidence that
God has made His will known
to us.”

Of Brower’s tenure at NPH,
Cunningham said, “Dr. Brower
has made an inestimable con-
tribution to the work of Holi-
ness publications as president
of NPH. He is a proven leader
and has excelled in every as-
signment undertaken. He
leaves the Publishing House in
a position of strength in every
area, and we will always be
grateful for his gifted leader-
ship in this very strategic area
of our church’s worldwide
ministry.”

Serving in Nazarene higher
education is not new to Brow-
er. Prior to his election as NPH
president, he was vice presi-
dent for institutional advance-
ment at MidAmerica Nazarene
College (now University) in

Brower assumes the office
of PLNC’s presidency in Janu-
ary of 1998. The inauguration
date had not been set at press
time.

According to General Secre-
tary Jack Stone, the process for
securing a replacement for
Brower involves the following
steps: (1) a Search Committee,
consisting of one member of
the NPH Board of Directors,
one member of the Executive
Committee of the General
Board, and two members of
the Board of General Superin-
tendents, will compile a list of
candidates and will submit two
or more names to a Nominat-
ing Committee; (2) the Nomi-
nating Committee will present
one or more names to the Gen-
eral Board for election.

Brower and his wife are the
parents of a son, Jeff, and a
daughter, Julie.

Franklin Cook Accepts Editorship
of Merged Magazine

Franklin Cook, director of the
Eurasia Region and editor of
World Mission, has accepted
his election by the General
Board as editor of a new maga-
zine resulting from the merger
of the Herald of Holiness and
World Mission, according to
Paul G. Cunningham, responsi-
ble general superinten-
dent for the Communi-
cations Division.
“Franklin Cook’s
literary and editorial
abilities are well estab-
lished,” said Cunning-
ham. “As current edi-
tor of World Mission,
his skills are readily
apparent, and his missionary
background lends credibility to
this vital component of our
new magazine. His skills will
enhance his ability to forge a
great new publication from our
present Herald of Holiness and
World Mission magazines.”
The merger of the two mag-
azines was approved by the
General Assembly last June,
and Cook was elected by the
General Board at their meeting
immediately following the As-
sembly. After weeks of prayer-
ful consideration and an ap-
proval vote by the General
Board to allow him to serve at

ONU and MNU Played

Olivet Nazarene University
(ONU) defeated MidAmerica
Nazarene University (MNU)
56-42 in the first-ever Victory
Bowl on November 29.

The inaugural football bowl,
sponsored by the National
Christian College Athletic As-
sociation (NCCAA), was
played in Canton, Ohio, on the
same field where the NFL Hall
of Fame game is played.

Both ONU and MNU en-
tered the game with identical
records, 7 wins and 3 losses.
According to Rob Miller, ex-
ecutive director of the
NCCAA, the two teams were

Franklin Cook

least for a two-year period in
both roles, Cook agreed to be-
come editor of the new maga-
zine while retaining his posi-
tion as regional director.

In speaking of his new as-
signment, Cook said, “Merg-
ing two magazines of long his-
tory, distinguished editorships,
and specific purpose
will not prove to be an
easy task. As the
Church of the Naz-
arene moves to a new
century, the editorial
staff will endeavor to
keep the best of the
old while being sensi-
tive to the needs of the
new. The printed page will call
the reader to discipleship,
which is Christ-centered in a
holiness context, and to mis-
sion, which is the beating heart
of the church.”

Cook will assume his new
duties immediately. Wesley
Tracy, current editor of the
Herald of Holiness, retires this
January, and his final Herald
will be the April edition. The
May—December issues will
be edited by existing staff with
guest editorials from Nazarene
leaders. The first issue of the
merged magazine is scheduled
for January 1999.

in Victory Bowl

selected because of their over-
all record, strength of sched-
ule, and the positive way they
represent the Lord.

According to Mike Conway,
ONU'’s head football coach,
the experience in Canton was
more than just a football game.
Members of both teams partic-
ipated in witnessing in local
churches and in a community
service project.

Mike Redwine, coach of the
MNU team, was involved in
the initiation of the bowl
game, and an assistant coach at
MNU suggested the name,
Victory Bowl.

Herald of Holiness



Masculine Journey

Fromthe Mall

tothe Call;

Servanthood After the Party’s Over

VICTOR SCHREFFLER

Springs (Mo.) First Church of the
Nazarene.

Something this big cantpossibly live
up to my expectations. |’ve got to re-
member that |1 °'m not doing this for
me; |’'m doing itfor You, Lord. This
was my prayer the morning of Octo-
ber 4, 1997, while watching a sea of
men flowing into the Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C. With the inexorable per-
sistence of the incoming tide, we
poured in, gathering for a sacred as-
sembly, to repent of our sins and to
beg God to have mercy on our land.

How could something this big ever
live up to its expectations?

Then something happened that to-
tally destroyed me, shattering any
semblance of composure. The shofar,
usually translated “trumpet,” has been
used through the history of redemption
to sound the call for significant mo-
ments in the life of God’s people. The
shofar announced strategic moments
in battle, approaching danger, and the
beginning of the Year of Jubilee.

When the shofar sounded the begin-
ning of the sacred assembly, and the
sound waves bounced off the steps of
the National Gallery of Art and the
walls of the Air and Space Museum, it
seemed they also shook the very foun-
dations of the earth. My soul dis-
solved in brokenness and weeping. A
sacred assembly had begun, and only
time would tell just how far-reaching
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would be its impact.

Maybe you were there. Maybe you
watched it on TV. Talked about it with
some of your friends. What brings a
million-plus men together in confes-
sion and repentance?

Somewhere deep within the mascu-
line spirit there is a profound sense
that we haven’t quite got it right.
We’ve done a good job of nailing the
target, but deep within stirs a haunting
fear that the target we’re so proud of
hitting was the wrong one.

As men, we’ve been pretty good at
being open-minded. But now we’re
beginning to wonder if what we’ve
called “open-mindedness” was really
just lack of conviction or a convenient
excuse for not standing up for what’s
right.

I think we’re wondering deep down
if the moral aimlessness of our chil-
dren might have something to do with
our own unwillingness to commit to
high standards of morality.

| suppose we’ve been
pretty good at “going for
the gusto,” seizing the
moment to be all that we
can be. But now it’s be-
ginning to feel as if life
doesn’t have so much to
offer for those who grab
and hoard, and that con-
tentment seems to come
more regularly to those
who give and serve than
those who grasp and control.

We’ve watched our friends “die
with the most toys,” but it just didn’t
look as if they were winning anything.

Maybe humility is the strongest
force at our disposal. Maybe selfless
servanthood gets more done after all.

Men repenting. Men confessing.
Maybe it does make sense, when you
think about it.

When | was in high school, | knew a
guy who wore a bracelet with beads

on it recording his conquests of the
opposite sex. Sad enough in a teenag-
er, but truly pathetic in an adult male.
That any man could view the existence
of his mate as the mere instrument of
his own gratification—whether she is
dishing out dessert in the Kkitchen or
being intimate in the bedroom—is
adolescent immaturity at any age.

Men, we do indeed need to repent
for an attitude toward women that re-
duces them to anything less than
“‘joint-heirs with Jesus” created in the
very likeness of God himself—"“male
and female created he them” (Genesis
1:27).

But perhaps, if you remember this
day in October, something else made
you squirm. Thirty years after Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. announced his
dream, 11:00 Sunday morning re-
mains the most segregated hour of the
week. For Holiness people, this is in-
tolerable.

The essence of holiness is perfect
love. If such love does not bring about
racial reconciliation, it cannot be the
love of God. Jesus prayed “that all of
them may be one, Father ... so that
the world may believe that you have
sent me” (John 17:21, niv). Repen-
tance is appropriate because of the
way we have treated people of a dif-

Men repenting. Men confessing.
Maybe it does make sense, when
you think about it.

ferent race, gender, or doctrine.

It’s been about three months now
since this sacred assembly reminis-
cent of Sinai itself. Maybe you were
there. Maybe you heard about it.
Maybe you made some promises as a
man. | did.

The journey to masculinity is noth-
ing less than the journey to humility
and servanthood. How’s it going with
you? A



The Trouble with Solitude

10

WESLEY D. TRACY

If you are like me, you hunger for
solitude, silence, and Christian sim-
plicity. That’s good; we need a lot
more of those commaodities.

There’s a lot being written on these
themes. In the secular bookstores you
find a lot of ABC spirituality—politi-
cally correct stuff designed by mass-
market editors who make sure that the
books will not offend an Atheist, Bud-
dhist, or Christian.

One such book, Simple Abundance,
was on the New York Times best-seller
list for a bunch of weeks in 1997. At
several points | figured that the author
must be a closet Christian muzzled by
an ABC editor. On the other hand, she
sometimes seemed seriously out of
joint with the Christian ethos. For ex-
ample, one of the author’s “favorite
perk-ups” is to take five $5 bills and
hide them in the pockets of five differ-
ent coats or jackets and then forget all
about them. The next time she wears
one of those garments, she finds $5
and feels good all over. Is this Chris-
tian simplicity? That may be cute for
Marin County matrons, but try recom-
mending that stunt in Tanzania, where
our Nazarenes live on $130 a year!

We have brought you better materi-
al than that in this issue. Don’t miss
“A Day in the Son,” “The Gift of
Simplicity,” “Rest and Revolution,”
or General Superintendent Bond’s “In
Quest of the Deeper Life.”

Solitude and Risk

But for all our need for solitude, a
warning or two seems approriate.

1 Solitude can be selfish. We can
walk away from real needs and de-
mand our time to do our own thing.
This is “I gotta be me” selfishness
sanctified by self-righteousness. Henri
J. M. Nouwen says this is not Chris-
tian solitude, but a demand for one’s
dubious right to privacy. Privacy is
good, solitude is healthy, but they
must not become selfish.

2. Solitude can be a mere break for
the people-tired. Or therapy for peo-
ple trying to find themselves. A popu-
lar ballad tells of a wife and mother
who leaves it all behind with a mes-
sage to her husband, “When | find
myself, you’ll be the first to know.”

3. Solitude can become a mere re-
treat to recharge our batteries. Who
doesn’t need that? But it should be so
much more than “the comer of a box-
ing ring where our wounds are oiled,
our muscles massaged, and our courage
restored by fitting slogans” (Nouwen,
The Way ofthe Heart, 26-27).

Solitude and Possibilities

1 Solitude can be the arena of di-
vine encounter. “Settle yourself in
solitude, and you will
come upon Him,” St.
Theresa wrote. And
that is what makes
solitude so terrifying.
Encounter with the
“wholly, holy other”
makes us tremble to
the core. We cannot
stand the blazing holi-
ness of God for very
long. How quickly we
retreat to making soli-
tude a mere break from
people traffic, a therapeutic interlude
for mental hygiene, an exercise of our
right to privacy.

2. Solitude can provide confronta-
tion—in fact, you can count on it. For
all the grace that you have heretofore
received, God will show you in soli-
tude that there is yet much work to be
done in your heart. There is no holi-
ness that does not admit of continual

increase, John Wesley testified. We
know it is true. In solitude—with no
phone to ring, no friends to entertain,
no television to distract, no meetings
to attend—the light of God will shine
relentlessly on our prejudices and
budding resentments, our thirst for
praise and hunger for money, our lack
of faith and our molasses-slow obedi-
ence. If these confrontations never
happen, we may live our whole lives
“as one long defense against the reali-
ty of our condition,” wrote Nouwen
(28).

3. Solitude can lead to transforma-
tion. Recognizing the drastic extent of
our need and our utter inability to fix
ourselves, we may surrender our-
selves totally to Christ and emerge
from solitude a new man or a new
woman. Solitude is for transforma-
tion.

4. Flip the coin of solitude, and
you will find service on the other side.
Many of the books on the spiritual
disciplines don’t even have a chapter
on Christian service. John Wesley
taught us that one way to get sancti-

How quickly we retreat to making
solitude a mere therapeutic
interlude.

fied is to plunge into service, such as
feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, and telling sinners about Jesus.

Maxie Dunnam was right when he
wrote in Alive in Christ, “A spirituali-
ty that does not lead to active ministry
is an indulgent preoccupation with
self, and therefore grieves the Holy
Spirit and violates the presence of the
indwelling Christ.” iq

Herald of Holiness
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In Quest of the Deeper Life

n my travels across the church
since June 1997,1have discov-
ered that we have many commit-
ted, generous, and gifted people.
Thank God for them. | have also
become poignantly aware that we
desperately need people of great
spiritual depth! Such people are not
cast in molds and produced instantly.
They are chiseled out, like statues,
over time. They are unsettling to sta-
tus quo Christianity, but they blaze
new ftrails.

Christians who plunge into the
depths give themselves to the spiritual
disciplines. Richard Foster, in Cele-
bration of Discipline: The Path to
Spiritual Growth, categorizes the clas-
sical disciplines: inward disciplines
(meditation, prayer, fasting, and
study); outward disciplines (simplici-
ty, solitude, submission, and service);
and corporate disciplines (confession,
worship, guidance, and celebration).1
These are imperatives for the believer
who desires the deeper life. This
should include all believers. Elton
Trueblood contends that the disci-
plines are not just for the spiritual gi-
ants and contemplatives: “God in-
tends the Disciplines of the spiritual
life to be for . . . people who have
jobs, who care for children, who wash
dishes and mow lawns.”2

Unfortunately, it is the exceptional
believer who is seriously engaged in
the disciplines. Many of us Christians
are instantly guilt-ridden at the mere
mention of words like prayer, fasting,
and study. Most of us fall far short of
the ideal. I will be the first to confess
my personal failures with the disci-
plines. My election to the general su-
perintendency has not helped. During
my 16 years at Point Loma Nazarene
College, | had found a rhythm in my
spiritual quest that was generally sat-
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by Jim L Bond

isfying. Since June, | have been in a
state of transition. My schedule has
been unrelenting, even brutal. In my
first 120 days in office, | have spent
only 30 nights in my own bed. Need-
less to say, | am struggling to find
God’s new rhythm for my life. | as-
pire to be a person of spiritual depth.
Like everyone else, | am inclined to
excuse myself from observing the dis-
ciplines because of an intrusive sched-
ule. Then | am confronted by Dallas
Willard’s “It will come down to what

How WILL YOU
MANAGE THE
EVERLASTING BUSYNESS
THAT CURSES OUR LIVES?

you do not do, to how you will man-
age to step out of the everlasting
busyness that curses our lives. Didn’t
God give you quite enough time to do
what He expects you to do? (Careful
how you answer that one.)”3

As | start the New Year, | am begin-
ning to find God’s new rhythm for me
in the life of Jesus. Who was busier
than He? Is it possible that the pres-
sures of His activities prevented Him,
like us, from having quality time each
day with the Father? He resorted to
frequent, though apparently not daily,
extended periods of solitary prayer in
a lonely place in the mountains or a
quiet spot in Gethsemane. The time
was usually at night or before day-
break. By His example He taught us

to cultivate a closeness to the Father
through solitary prayer.

I have therefore renewed my re-
solve to consciously live in the very
presence of God each day through the
spiritual disciplines. To compensate
for the demanding schedule, | am
planning a one-day private spiritual
retreat each month. | have purposed to
prioritize this matter, even as Jesus
did. I will force it into my schedule.

For many people a one-day retreat
is impractical. If so, do not dismiss
the concept, but create time for soli-
tude. Locate a quiet place, preferably
outside the home, where you can “re-
treat.” This could be in the city park, a
secluded comer of a library, or a room
in your church. For busy mothers it
may be while the children are en-
gaged in activities. Fathers may need
to designate some late night time or
forfeit a Saturday football game. If
you deeply desire solitude with God,
you can carve out time for your own
private retreat.

Consider the one-day spiritual re-
treat. | suggest the retreat be away
from home. Motels, cabins, or retreat
centers are good sites. Separate your-
self from the telephone, computer, and
domestic duties. Solitude is impera-
tive. Like Jesus, we must go away
from people; ultimately this will in-
crease our sensitivity and compassion
for people.

The one-day personal spiritual re-
treat may be the doorway to the deep-
er life for you.

1. Richard Foster, Celebration of
Discipline: The Path to Spiritual
Growth (New York: Harper and
Row, 1988).

2. lbid., 1.

3. Dallas Willard, The Spiritof the
Disciplines: Understanding How
God Changes Lives (New York:
Harper Collins Publishers, 1988),
252. tfc
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DC2000 Targets Washington, D.C., for

Mission Thrust

Nazarenes in the mid-Atlantic region
are targeting the U.S. capital to start
new ministries and expand those al-
ready servicing the D.C. (District of
Columbia) area. This “thrust” to D.C.,
modeled somewhat after the Thrust to
the Cities program in recent years, is
planned for the
remainder of this
century, culmi-
nating in the
year 2000.
DC2000 is be-
ing sponsored by
the Washington
District, Kenneth
Mills, superin-
tendent, in coop-
eration with the
Virginia District, Charles Thompson, su-
perintendent. Dr. Estelle Gross has been
named to chair the DC2000 task force.
The Church of the Nazarene has five
ministries in D.C. at the present time.
National Church, formerly known as
First Church, serves a multicultural
constituency through its three congre-
gations—English-speaking, Spanish-
speaking, and Haitian. The church, pas-
tored by Michael Bums, is located three
miles north of the White House.
Community of Hope, a holistic com-
munity centered in a poor area about
two miles from the White House, has
drawn thousands of volunteers in ser-

Estelle Gross

vice and Work and Witness projects.
Oliver Phillips, the pastor, has an-
nounced a building drive for a
$450,000 sanctuary near the existing
ministry center. Jack Kemp, a recent
vice presidential candidate, has cited
the Community of Hope as a primary
example of a positive impact of church-
es that are transforming communities.

Washington Grace Church is located
primarily in a Black community east of
the Capitol building in Capital Heights.
Carlson Cox serves as pastor.

Two new ministries have recently
begun under the title of Amy’s House,
in the form of a residential facility that
hosts Work and Witness teams and Ser-
vice Corps personnel. Amy’s House is
named for Amy Porter, who died from
cancer and is the daughter of General
Superintendent Jerry Porter and his
wife, Toni. This compassionate min-
istry center has expanded into the
southeast area of D.C., where Rev. John
Rivas and his team manage an apart-
ment complex that, hopefully, will be-
come the foundation of a worshiping
community and a new church.

These current ministries reach only a
little more than 1 percent of the city’s
population. Therefore, the goals of
DC2000 are to start new churches, rein-
force existing ministries, and train peo-
ple for Christian witnessing at all levels
of life in the Greater D.C. area.

Dunlop Appointed Superintendent of Maine District

Roland E. Dunlop, 62, was appointed
superintendent of the Maine District,
according to General Superintendent
James H. Diehl. The action was taken
by Diehl with the unanimous approval
of the Board of General Su-
perintendents and in consul-

tation with the Maine District
Advisory Council. The action

was prompted by the appoint-

ment of Clarence Hildreth to

the Upstate New York Dis-

trict superintendency. Dunlop

accepted the assignment as of
December 1, 1997.
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Dunlop has been pastor of the South
Portland, Maine, Church since 1992.
Prior to this he pastored Anderson,
Ind., First, for over 13 years. He also
pastored churches in Owego, N.Y;

Bangor, Maine; and Rock-
land, Maine.

Dunlop holds a bachelor’s
degree from Eastern Naza-
rene College (ENC). He has
served on the Board of
Trustees at Olivet Nazarene
University and ENC.

Dunlop and his wife, Reba,
have three grown children.

WTS Honors Greathouse

William M. Greathouse, general super-
intendent emeritus, received the Life-
time Achievement Award by the Wes-
leyan Theological Society (WTS) at its
33rd annual meeting held November 7-
8, 1997, at Mount Vernon Nazarene
College. Dr. Greathouse’s new book,
Love Made Perfect, was issued by Bea-
con Hill Press of Kansas City to coin-
cide with the award. According to
Stephen Lennox, WTS promotional sec-
retary, Greathouse, a former president
of WTS, was “applauded for his ability
to blend theological acumen with pas-
toral concern.”

Dr. Greathouse (left) receives the Lifetime
Achievement Award from Doug Strong, WTS
president.

Clark Pinnock, author of A Wideness
in God’s Mercy, Unbounded Love, and
Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy
Spirit, was the keynote speaker. Wesley
Tracy, outgoing president and Herald of
Holiness editor, addressed the annual
banquet audience on “Uniting Worship,
Preaching, and Theology.”

Stephen McCormick of Eastern
Nazarene College was elected second
vice president. Albert Truesdale of
Nazarene Theological Seminary serves
as first vice president. Stan Ingersol,
manager of the Nazarene archives, was
elected to the editorial committee.

Other Nazarenes who brought ad-
dresses or led seminars included Alex
Deasley, Henry Spaulding, Wallace
Thornton, and David Whitelaw. LeBron
Fairbanks, president of Mount Vernon
Nazarene College, also addressed the
meeting of 170 scholars, pastors, and
church leaders.

In 1998 the annual meeting of the
WTS moves from fall to spring. The
next meeting is March 12-14, 1998.

Herald of Holiness



Earnest Joins SDM

Team

Terrell D. Earnest, 49, has accepted the
invitation to serve as area coordinator
for the South Central Region for Stew-
ardship Development Ministries
(SDM), according to Steve Weber,
SDM director. Earnest moves to this
post following a
19-year career as
pastor.

“Dr. Earnest
brings to this as-
signment almost
two decades of
successful experi-
ence as a Naza-
rene pastor,” We-
ber said. “His
ability is evidenced by the growth of the
four churches he pastored and the es-
teem in which he is held by parishioners
and peers alike.”

In his new position. Earnest will rep-
resent SDM in churches across the
South Central Region. He will also co-
ordinate a group of certified steward-
ship representatives, who will meet with
churches and individual Nazarenes to
discuss personal finance, estate plan-
ning, and related matters.

Earnest pastored the Yukon Church,
the third largest on the Southwest Okla-
homa District, for the past seven years.
Prior to this he pastored in Guymon,
Okla., and in Vicksburg and Oxford,
Miss.

He graduated from Southern Naz-
arene University (SNU) with a major in
accounting and a minor in business
management. He holds an M.R.E. from
Nazarene Theological Seminary and a
D.Min. from Luther Rice Seminary. He
has served on the District Advisory
Board and as district secretary of the
Southwest Oklahoma District. He has
been a member of the SNU Board of
Trustees and a teacher at the Nazarene
Bible College extension in Oklahoma
City.

Earnest and his wife, Donna, have
two daughters, Kim and Kristie.

Earnest began his new assignment on
December 1, replacing Art Evans, who
retired after 12 years as a planned giv-
ing representative.

Earnest
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Nazarene Ministries May Benefit from
Changes in Welfare Laws

Tom Nees, administrative director for
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
(NCM) for USAVCanada, met with oth-
er denominational leaders in Washing-
ton, D.C., for a welfare summit spon-
sored by World Relief. The group of 20
leaders gathered to learn about recent
changes in welfare reform laws and dis-
cuss strategies for how their
churches can best respond to in-
dividuals whose benefits have
been or will be cut off.

According to Nees, one major
cause for optimism is the pass-
ing of the Charitable Choice pro-
vision of the welfare reform law.
This provision encourages states
and local governments to utilize
faith-based organizations and
ministries in serving needy peo-
ple by allowing them to compete
on an equal basis with other providers.
It allows Christian organizations to be
involved in publicly funded programs
with the poor without compromising
their religious beliefs.

John Ashcroft, Missouri senator who
was influential in passing the Charitable
Choice provision, addressed the church
leaders attending the summit meeting.
Ashcroft stated that the church can be
instrumental in helping the poor over-
come barriers in attaining self-sufficien-

Nazarene Leader Dies

Galen E. Olsen, 54, died October 27 of
complications following a heart attack
during surgery to repair an aneurysm,
which was found in

a routine physical.
Olsen had been
pastor of the Van-
couver, W ash..
Hillcrest Church
since 1990. Prior to
that he was an as-
sociate pastor at
Salem, Oreg. He was also an educator
for many years and a former employee
of the Nazarene International Center in

Kansas City.

Olsen earned degrees from Northwest
Nazarene College (NNC) and Nazarene

cy. “There is a role to be played by the
church,” Ashcroft said. “To be where
we want to be, we'll have to have the
compassion and support of the faith-
based community.”

Nees believes that the Church of the
Nazarene and its ministries to the needy
will be aided by these recent changes.

Nees (right) with Sen. Ashcroft

“Changes in welfare laws and the Char-
itable Choice provision could benefit
many of our Good Samaritan churches
and compassionate ministry centers,”
Nees said. “We are grateful to World
Relief and Sen. John Ashcroft for their
support of our ministries to human
need.”

For information about Charitable
Choice, call the Center for Public Jus-
tice at 410-571-6300 and ask for A
Guide to Charitable Choice.

Theological Seminary. He served on the
Board of Trustees of NNC for several
years.

Olsen was predeceased by his father,
Gordon, and his wife, Marcia, who died
of a stroke in December 1996 at the age
of 53.

Olsen is survived by a daughter, Lori
Kutsch. and her husband, Marlon; two
grandchildren; one brother, Gordon A.;
and his mother and stepfather, Rhoda
and Richard Taylor. Olsen’s mother,
Rhoda, was general NWMS president
from 1964 t01972.

Olsen had recently become engaged
and planned to marry Connie Otto of
Seattle, Wash., in January of 1998.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Nazarene Ministerial Seminar Held in Japan

A Nazarene Ministerial Seminar was
held in Tokyo, Japan, for three days in
October 1997. Sponsored by the Educa-
tion Committee of the Japan Nazarene
Church,

73 minis-

ters and 4

lay per-

sons par-

ticipated.

The

theme of

the semi-

nar was

“The

Identity

of  the

Church of the Nazarene: Its Past, Pres-
ent, and Future.” Ten pastors gave pre-
sentations on three subthemes: “The
Doctrine of Mission,” “The Doctrine of
Holiness,” and “My Vision of the
Nazarene Church for the 21st Century.”
Hitoshi (Paul) Fukue, Education
Committee chairman, said, “During this
seminar, Japan Nazarene Church has re-
confirmed its clear theological position
in the Wesleyan-Arminian tradition. . . .

As we look forward to the 21st century,
our church is quite clear on our theolog-
ical position and our willingness to be
partners with the rest of the church
around the world.”

Jerry Lambert, commissioner of edu-
cation, participated and spoke during
the seminar. According to Fukue, Lam-
bert added international dimensions of
the denomination and challenged the
participants to pray for the “birth of
more ministers.”

Other issues of the conference were
women in ministry, the cell church
movement, and compassionate min-
istries.

Women in ministry in Japan who attended
the ministerial seminar.

Participants at the 40th Nazarene servicemembers retreat held in Chiemsee, Germany.
M. V. “Bud” Scutt, superintendent of Southwest Indiana District, was the retreat speaker.
Workshops were conducted by two pastors, Alan Robinson of Scotland and Dave Pollok of
North Carolina. According to Curt Bowers, director of Chaplaincy Ministries, the 58 who at-
tended “greatly enjoyed the fellowship,” and “life-changing decisions were made by
some.” Bowers commented, “The military is under extreme operational tempo in Europe,
and many servicemembers voiced how important it was to renew their souls and spirits

with other Nazarenes of like faith.”
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Portuguese Editor Retires

Rev. Acacio Pereira, longtime editor in
World Mission Literature (WML) of the
Communications Division, retired De-
cember 1, 1997, after 22 years of ser-
vice at the International Center in
Kansas City. He
was hired as an ed-
itor of Portuguese
materials in Latin
Publications,
which later became
Publications Inter-
national and now
is WML.

Pereira has been
involved in all aspects of the Portuguese
literature ministry—Sunday School cur-
riculum, the Portuguese Herald of Holi-
ness, and book translations.

Pereira, who was born in Portugal,
was a Roman Catholic priest. When the
church sent him to Mozambique, he
came in contact with Nazarenes, and
through them accepted Christ as his per-
sonal Savior.

He went to Cape Verde to study for
ministry in the Church of the Nazarene.
There, he met Jorge and Manuela Bar-
ros, who later became his supervisors
and colleagues in WML.

A book about Pereira’s life. Confes-
sions of a Confessor, was published by
Nazarene Publishing House and became
an NWMS reading book in 1985-86.

Barros said, “Rev. Pereira has been a
friend and esteemed colleague in our
never-ending efforts to serve God and
peoples in many areas around the world.
I have deep respect for him and his
commitment to the literature ministry. |
praise God for the privilege of serving
with him.”

Ray Hendrix, director of WML. said,
“Acacio is a soft-spoken, humble, god-
ly, Christlike servant of God. He is one
of the most dedicated Christians | have
ever known. Both his work and pres-
ence will be greatly missed in World
Mission Literature.”

Pereira and his wife, Gloria, will re-
tire in the Kansas City area. According
to Barros, Pereira will continue to assist
the Portuguese literature ministry as a
translator on certain projects and for
special events.

Pereira
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NTS Dedicates Galloway Resource Center

The Nazarene Theological Seminary
(NTS) community dedicated the new
Galloway Educational Resource Center
at a special chapel and ribbon-cutting
ceremony on October 28,
1997. The resource center is
named in honor of Chester O.
Galloway, professor emeritus
of religious education and
pastoral counseling. Galloway
served on the NTS faculty for
26 years, with a 7-year tenure
as dean of faculty.

Galloway joined the semi-
nary faculty in 1968. He es-
tablished the master of religious educa-
tion (M.R.E.) degree for the purpose of
preparing education specialists of church
ministries. A part of that initiative was
the establishment of a resource center
with educational and practical theology

Galloway

resources for students and faculty.
Throughout the years, the curriculum li-
brary has provided up-to-date resources
in curricula, periodicals, and media.

Following an unfortunate
water problem in 1996 that
damaged the resource center,
NTS administration decided
to refurbish the center and
update the technologies
housed there. In additional to
print resources, the center has
the latest video, satellite, and
computer capabilities.

In keeping with Dr. Gal-
loway’s original vision, the center pro-
vides opportunity for students and fac-
ulty to access and apply contextually
appropriate educational resources in the
practice of ministry.

Positive Enrollment Trend at Nazarene Colleges and

Universities Continues

For the seventh consecutive year,
Nazarene colleges and universities in
the U.S., Canada, and Britain are report-
ing an overall increase in enrollment for
the 1997-98 school year, according to
statistics released by the International
Board of Education (IBOE). The total
enrollment of 15,084 represents an in-
crease of 397 (2.6 percent) over the pre-
vious year’s totals.

“This is a record enrollment for the
denomination,” said Jerry Lambert, ed-
ucation commissioner. “The steady in-
creases over the last seven years indi-
cate that Nazarene families believe in
Holiness higher education and are
demonstrating it by sending their stu-
dents to Nazarene schools. High Chris-
tian values, exceptional faculty mem-
bers, and quality education make the
difference in our institutions.”

Mount Vernon Nazarene College
(MVNC) showed the greatest gain in to-
tal students with an increase of 172.

With 2,534 students, Point Loma
Nazarene College (PLNC) remains the
largest of the Nazarene schools. It re-
ported the greatest gain in graduate stu-
dents, with an increase of 51.

Trevecca Nazarene University has
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the greatest number of graduate students
with 467, an increase of 34.

Total enrollment for Nazarene higher
education institutions in the U.S., Cana-
da, and Britain, with the reported in-
crease or decrease, is as follows:

Canadian Nazarene College, Calgary,
Alta., 105 (+11)

Eastern Nazarene College, Quincy,
Mass., 1,508 (+156)

MidAmerica Nazarene University,
Olathe, Kans., 1,400 (+6)

Mount Vernon Nazarene College,
Mount Vernon, Ohio, 1,857 (+172)

Nazarene Bible College, Colorado
Springs, Colo., 392 (-89)

Nazarene Theological College, Man-
chester, England, 166 (+11)

Nazarene Theological Seminary,
Kansas City, Mo., 281 (+14)

Northwest Nazarene College, Nampa,
Idaho, 1,231 (+30)

Olivet Nazarene University, Kanka-
kee, Ill., 2,295 (+103)

Point Loma Nazarene College, San
Diego, Calif., 2,534 (+43)

Southern Nazarene
Bethany, Okla., 1,799 (-29)

Trevecca Nazarene University,
Nashville, Tenn., 1,516 (-31)

University,

HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

TNU Takes Step to Offer

Doctoral Program

The Board of
Trustees of Trevecca
Nazarene University
(TNU) approved a
request at its fall
meeting to change
the school from a
Level Ill to a Level
IV institution, ac-
cording to Millard Reed, TNU presi-
dent. This change will permit Trevecca
to offer a doctorate in education, mak-
ing it the first U.S. Nazarene education-
al institution to offer the Ed.D. degree.

With this approval, the education fac-
ulty is proceeding with the needed stud-
ies and work that will culminate in the
development of the new program. Once
the doctoral program has received final
approval, classes could begin as early as
spring of 1999.

Reed

New Deputation
Coordinator Named

Julie Sponagel has accepted the posi-
tion of deputation coordinator in the
World Mission Division, according to
Louie Bustle, director.

Her appointment was prompted by
Gay Andree, former deputation coordi-
nator, accepting the new position of ex-
ecutive office manager of the Jesus
Film project.

Sponagel has
been working in the
World Mission Di-
vision for two years
as administrative
assistant in mission
services.

“Sponagel brings
Sponagel t0 the deputation
coordinator’s position the unique per-
spective of being a missionary kid,”
Bustle said. “Julie lived in Korea all
her life until coming to the United
States for college. She is familiar with
the deputation program and looks for-
ward to helping our churches make this

program as effective as possible.”

Sponagel can be reached at 816-333-
7000, ext. 2318.
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Honolulu Attorney Honored
for Work with Homeless

Thomas Rulon, a Nazarene attorney in

Honolulu, Hawaii, has received a na-

tional award for his work with the
homeless.

Rulon was recently presented the Pro

Deo Award for

Public Min-

istries at the

annual confer-

ence of the

Christian Legal

Society in Lex-

ington, Ky.
Rulon re-
ceived the

award in rec-
ognition of his work at the River of Life
Mission in downtown Honolulu, where
he and fellow attorney Michael Hughes,
a previous Pro Deo Award recipient, co-
founded a free legal clinic in 1991.

From his experience at the clinic, Ru-
lon developed a manual for use by simi-
lar organizations across the country.
The manual was adopted by the Chris-
tian Legal Society and the International
Union of Gospel Missions.

Rulon is a member of the Kailua
Church of the Nazarene, where he has
been a longtime leader in the Caravan
program. As a lawyer with a specialty
in estate planning, he often advises the
leadership on the Hawaii Pacific Dis-
trict.

Miyoji Furusho, a layperson on the
District Advisory Board, said, “Tom
gives the quiet kind of leadership that
all of us should try to emulate.”
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Pastor Recognized for 35-Year Ministry

Robert Williams and his wife, Lenora,
were recently honored during a Sunday
moming worship service for 35 years of
continuous ministry as senior pastor at
the Trinity Church of the Naz-
arene in Duncanville, Tex.

David Nixon, Dallas Dis-
trict superintendent, brought
congratulations and the morn-
ing message.

Duncanville Mayor Ed Pur-
cell presented Williams with a
key to the city and congratu-
lated him for having the
longest tenure of a pastor in

the Clty-

when the Williamses came to the
church, presented the pastor with an en-
graved plaque from the church board,

(L. to r.) Crawford Kitts, Pastor Robert Williams, Lenora

Crawford Kitts, a member Williams, District Superintendent David Nixon.

Church Custodian Retires After 30 Years

Marian Tibbettes was honored by her
church, Fort Morgan, Colo., for 30 years
of service as church custodian.

Marian Tibbettes (center) with her husband,
Oscar (left), and Pastor Jim Lynch.

Starting in 1967, she was responsible
for the church building along with two
houses that were used for Sunday
School and Caravans. In the past 30
years, she has seen eight pastors come
and go, the building increase in size, and
a gymnasium added. Yet, according to a
friend, Francine Duckworth, Marian
worked on. “She was always there, al-
ways smiling, always working,” Duck-
worth said.

Another member stated, “l wouldn’t
do that job for anything.” Yet Tibbettes
said upon her recent retirement, “I al-
ways enjoyed doing it.”

Undeen Wallace Celebrates 100th Birthday

Undeen Wallace of Pasco, Wash.,
turned 100 years old on August 13,
1997.

Wallace, a lifelong Nazarene, moved
to Pasco from Texas with her family in
1943 and has been a member of the Pas-
co Church for 54 years.

Although she has held numerous po-
sitions in the church, including Sunday
School teacher and treasurer, her great-
est love is working in the nursery, ac-
cording to her friend, Cloris Richwine.
Even as a centenarian, she still works in
the church nursery and loves it.

Wallace enjoys fishing, and her
grandson took her fishing as a special
birthday present.

Wallace’s pastor is A. J. Anderson.

Undeen Wallace with two of her nursery
charges, Taylor and Allison Edwards.
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Nazarene Pastor Elected Vice President of CBC

Frederick Grossmith, a Nazarene pastor
in England, was recently elected a vice
president of the Christian Broadcasting
Council (CBC) of the United Kingdom at
its annual conference. The other officers
include Baroness Cox, president, and
Lord Ashbourne, vice president.
Grossmith currently serves as a Unit-
ed Kingdom advisor to the Christian
Film and Television Commission of
America. After campaigning for the
freedom to broadcast religious advertis-
ing on television, he had the privilege of
writing and presenting Britain’s earliest

religious television commercials.
According to Grossmith, a historic

event occurred in December 1997 when
the first Christian radio service to blan-
ket the whole of Britain was transmitted.
“A contract was signed with the Russian
Federation to use Stalin’s old propagan-
da frequencies,” Grossmith said, “which
was a new commissioning for some of
the world’s largest transmitter sites. The
programming will also be heard in Ire-
land, Scandinavia, and Germany.”

Grossmith, an author and freelance
journalist, is pastor of the Cleethorpes
Church of the Nazarene in Lincolnshire,
England.

Ordinations

flihove) 1997 Indianapolis District ordinand class (I. tor) District Superin-
tendent Ted Lee, Rev. and Mrs. Richard Mayse, Rev. and Mrs. Curtis
Rockefeller, Rev. and Mrs. Jay Height, Rev. and Mrs. Bradley Strange,
Rev. and Mrs. David Church, Rev. Patye and Mr. Dan Bridget, General Su-
perintendent William J. Prince.

(Above) 1997 Minnesota District ordinand class (I to r.): District Superin-
tendent Samuel Pickenpaugh, Rev. and Mrs. James Albert, Rev. and Mrs.
Loren Bjornson, Rev. Barbara and Larry Christenson, General Superinten-
dent Jerry D. Porter.

(Above) 1997 North Carolina District ordinand class (l. tor) District Superin-
tendent Mark Barnes, District Secretary Bob Andress, Rev. and Mrs. Steve
Creech, Rev. and Mrs. Dumerzier Charles, General Superintendent John A.
Knight.

(Above) 1997 Virginia District ordinand class (l. to r.j; General Superinten-
dent John A. Knight, Rev. and Mrs. Dan White, Rev. and Mrs. Ray Deese,
Rev. and Mrs. John Johnstone, District Superintendent Charles Thompson.

1997 New England District ordinand
class:

Rev. John Brickley, Rev. David Brown, Rev.
Donald Coombs Jr., Rev. Autilio DaCosta,
Rev. Scott Durbin, Rev. Elizeau Lima, Rev.
Sherolyn Nason, Rev. Herbert Newell, Rev.
Philip Patalano, Rev. Bruce Paul.
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1997 Northwest District ordinand class:

Rev. Timothy Elliott, Rev. Stan Hiner, Rev.
Stewart Mackey, Rev. David Mowry, Rev.
William Shea, Rev. David Thompson, Rev.
Mary Thompson.

Correction:

In the November 1997 issue of the Herald, it
was reported that Rev. David Schram was or-
dained on the Colorado District. The report
failed to mention that Rev. Marlene Schram
was also ordained along with her husband,
David. We regret this omission.
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Bridges, 98, Dies

Raymond V. Bridges Sr., retired
Nazarene pastor, died October 22 in
Chattanooga, Tenn. It is believed that
he was the fourth oldest elder in the de-
nomination.

Bridges became a Nazarene under the
ministry of Uncle Bud Robinson in
1925. He previously studied for the

ministry in both the
Episcopal and Meth-
odist Churches.
Bridges began his
ministry as a church
planter in Pineville,
N.C. After retirement
from full-time min-
istry, he returned to
Pineville as minister of visitation for
several years.

A pastor for over 40 years, he served
Grace Church of the Nazarene in Chat-
tanooga twice.

He is survived by his wife of 76
years, Wilma; daughters, Doris Rowe
and Jo Stewart of Chattanooga; son,
Rev. William of Mount Vernon, Ohio;
18 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchil-
dren, and 5 great-great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by sons Ray-
mond Jr. and James.

C

Nazarene Communications Network
Broadcast Services

Tuesday, February 3
Tuesday, February 3
Tuesday, February 3
Sunday, February 8
Tuesday, February 10
Tuesday, February 10
Tuesday, February 17
Tuesday, February 17
Tuesday, February 17
Saturday, February 21
Sunday, February 22

Lillian Pence Honored on 93rd Birthday

Lillian Parmer Pence cele-
brated her 93rd birthday
with members and Pastor
Max Downing of the Speed-
way Church of the Naza-
rene in Indianapolis, Ind.

Pence, a charter member
of the Church of the Naza-
rene in Cisco, Tex., joined
the denomination 83 years
ago.

Pence still remembers the early days
of the church in Cisco, where her father,
Van Parmer, helped with the organiza-
tion. She remembers attending services

Nazarene Elder Receives
Army Medal

Brad Lee received the Army Achieve-
ment Medal at the conclusion of a 76-
day summer tour at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., in 1997.

Lee, an ordained elder, serves the
church as an evangelist with his wife,
Lori. Lee is also a student at Nazarene
Theological Seminary as a candidate for
the chaplaincy.

According to Lee, it is unusual for a
chaplain candidate to receive this type
of recognition in such a short time.

with Uncle Bud Robinson
and other preachers in
brush-arbor meetings.
When the church was orga-
nized, the first pastor, Will
Manning, came only once a
month to hold services.
Pence was converted at
the age of 10 and sanctified
at 13.
Pence states, “What | re-
ceived from the Lord Jesus Christ 83
years ago still holds true today in 1997.
As a matter of fact, it gets sweeter every
day.”

Brad Lee (right) receiving award from Col.
James Coggin, commander of the 3rd train-
ing brigade at Fort Leonard Wood.

Satellite Broadcast Schedule
February 1998

Leadership Today with Stan Toler
Profile (Guest: Dick Schubert)
Compassion NOW!

NCN Presents— The Messiah

World Mission Video Magazine*

NCN News in Review

The Question Box with Wesley Tracy
NPH Presents

Pastors’ Forum

Bridges— Nazarene Youth International
NCN Sunday— Colorado Springs First Church

(Schedule subject to change without notice)

Programs will be on Dish TV Network channels 900, 901, or 902.
You may videotape these programs on your VCR for future viewing.
To order or for more information on NCN satellite equipment, call toll free at 1-888-663-8975.
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9:00 p.m. est
10:00 p.m. est
10:30 p.m. est
4:00 p.m. est
9:00 p.m. est
9:45 p.m.est
9:00 p.m. est
9:15 p.m. est
9:30 p.m. EST
11:00 a.m. est
4:00 p.m. est

*Rebroadcast

Herald of Holiness



Into the Word

Glimpses ofthe Church in Ephesians

A Letter to Churches

ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is professor of New Testa-
ment at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus
through the will of God, to the saints
who are alsofaithful in Christ Jesus.
Grace toyou and peacefrom God our
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 1:1-2).*

M ost of us read the Bible as if it
were written directly to us. A part of
the power of the inspiration of Scrip-
ture is that God speaks to us through
it. However, most of the Bible was not
addressed to individuals as individu-
als. Most books of the Bible address a
community of faith, either the people
of Israel in the Old Testament or a
body of believers in the New Testa-
ment. Even the New Testament letters
written to individuals (Philemon, 1
and 2 Timothy, Titus, and 3 John) fo-
cus on the life of the church. In addi-
tion to reading the Bible for our per-
sonal devotion and benefit, we would
do well to read the New Testament to
discover God’s vision of what the
Church is to be.

Ephesians deals with God’s vision
of the Church more directly and more
consistently than any other biblical
book. Unlike other letters written by
Paul, the body of Ephesians does not
deal with specific problems in a spe-
cific local church. In fact, the words
“in Ephesus” that we are accustomed
to seeing in Ephesians 1:1 do not ap-
pear in the oldest and best Greek man-
uscripts of the book. This fact led
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many scholars to suggest that Ephe-
sians was originally a circular or gen-
eral letter written to several churches.
The book lays out the central ele-
ments that must be part of every
church.

Verse 1describes the readers of
Ephesians as “saints.” Most people of
our time think of saints as old folks
with white hair who pray and read the
Bible all the time. They are perceived
as being so spiritually minded that they
don’t really understand what we like to
call the “real” world. Such persons are
rare in most churches, and most of us
would never think of ourselves as a
saint. However, the New Testament
consistently describes the Church with
the word saints. The literal meaning of
the Greek word for saints is “holy
ones.” The Church is to consist of holy
people. Many Bible scholars teach that
the term saints does not imply that the
people of the Church are to be holy. In
part, their conclusion arises from the
fact that many members of New Testa-
ment churches were not holy. The
church at Corinth provides
the most obvious example.

Such scholars conclude
that the word saints only
implies a positional holi-
ness. This is to say that the
Church is called holy be-
cause it belongs to the holy
God, even though it really
isn’t holy.

Such an interpretation
settles for too little.

Though evangelism ought

to be bringing sinners into the church
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43), it is never
God’s vision that they remain sinners.
In 1 Corinthians 1:2, Paul describes
the Corinthians as “those who are
called to be saints” and “those who
are being sanctified.” The Church
consists of those who are called to be
holy.

Verse 1also describes the readers
of Ephesians as “faithful in Christ Je-
sus.” It is important that “in Christ Je-

sus” is connected to the word faithful.
To be the Church God envisions is not
simply a matter of human conscien-
tiousness. Rather, those who are “in
Christ Jesus” find themselves in an
environment of mutual fidelity. God’s
steadfast love for us is faithful and un-
wavering. The Cross proved the faith-
fulness of Christ both to the Father
and to those He would redeem. Life
“in Christ Jesus” always invites us to
faithful service and devotion to the
One who has proven himself faithful
to us. The opening address of Ephe-
sians does not call us to faithfulness
as a moral idea and achievement. It
calls us to lives of faithful response to
a trustworthy and faithful God.

Verse 2 speaks an effective word of
blessing the Church with the grace and
peace of God. Paul will describe these
attributes of the Church in more detail
later in the book. However, their men-
tion here is important. The Church is
never faithful and holy apart from the
grace and peace of God. May this be a
New Year of discovering the ways
God’s grace and peace can bring holi-
ness and faithfulness to reality in the
life of our church.

Forfurther study: (1) Study
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. How do
these verses help us understand that

The New Testament consistently
describes the Church with the
word saints.

the Church never consists ofonly holy
people? How do they show that holi-
ness is still the goalfor the Church?
(2) Read the opening paragraph of
each ofthe New Testament letters
written by Paul. What are the ways he
describes the churches to which he
wrote? (3) Write a briefprayer, asking
God to show you how you can con-
tribute to your local church being
holy andfaithful.

‘Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.
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Words of Faith

Theology

ROB L. STAPLES

Rob L. Staples has made a career of
teaching the Christian faith as a pastor
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene
University and Nazarene Theological
Seminary.

“W hatistheology, anyway?” The
questioner was the man in the next
chair who overheard me telling my
barber that | had taught theology for
33 years on the college and seminary
levels.

I immediately thought of the
preacher whom | once heard quip dur-
ing his sermon: “Theologians are
folks who give answers to the ques-
tions nobody is asking.” Since the re-
mark did not make me feel greatly
blessed, I did not pass it on to my fel-
low haircut customer! But his ques-
tion was a valid one: What is theolo-

?

The word comes from two Greek
words— theos, which is the word for
"God,” and logos, which is the word
for “word.” Therefore, theology
means "a word about God.”

It would be a mistake to say theolo-
gy means “the word of God.” We call
the Bible the written Word of God,
and we call Jesus Christ the living
Word of God. And Augustine de-
scribed the sacraments as the visible
Word of God.

Theology, then, is not the Word of
God. It is rather a word about God.
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Thus it is a human word. It is the hu-
man attempt to understand and ex-
press the truth and the grace that God
imparts to us in His Son and in the
Scriptures and in the sacraments. But
the word logos could also be translat-
ed as “discourse,” “study,” or even
“doctrine.” Thus theology means “a
discourse about God,” “the doctrine
of God,” or “the study of God.” Or, if
you prefer, it simply means “God
talk.”

But that doesn’t say it all. For, you
see, in theology we talk and study not
only about God but also about cre-
ation, humankind, sin, Christ, salva-
tion, the church, and what we usually
refer to as the “last things” (such as
death, resurrection, judgment, the
Second Coming, heaven, hell, etc.).
Now we theologians use some big
words for these topics. We call them,
respectively, cosmology, anthropolo-
gy, hamartiology, Christology, soteri-
ology, ecclesiology, and
eschatology. But don’t let
those words scare you.
You see, every profession
has its own jargon, and
theology is no exception.
But the meaning of each
of those words is really
quite simple.

Now you may ask, “If
theology is the study of
creation, humanity, sin,
salvation, and such mat-
ters, why do we define it as the study
of God?” The answer is that, in theol-
ogy, all these subjects are studied
from the standpoint of their relation to
God. For instance, cosmology (from
cosmos and logos) means the study of
creation or the world. But in theology
we do not study the world as it would
be studied in geography or geology,
but rather as the creation of God and
the object of His care. Or, to say it the
other way, we study about God as the

Source and Ground of the universe.
So whether we are studying the world,
sin, the church, or any other topic, we
look at the object under discussion in
the relation it has to the Being we call
God. Theology, then, can still be
called “the study of God.”

Well, not quite! We who work in
theology do not talk much about
“studying” theology. We prefer to
speak about “doing theology.” Theol-
ogy is not merely something you
think about; it is something you do.
My former teacher and later my col-
league, Dr. J. Kenneth Grider, liked to
tell his students that “theology wears
overalls.” What he meant is that theol-
ogy is not some intellectual game
played on a mental chessboard in
some ivory tower away from the real
world. Theology is life! One’s theolo-
gy affects all one does. The work of
theology takes place “where the rub-
ber meet the road”— at the point
where our beliefs and our everyday
lives meet.

Jesus gave us a rich insight into
what theology is, even as He com-
manded us to do theology: “Love the

Theology is not the Word ofGod.
It is rather a word about God.

Lord your God with ... all your
mind” (Mark 12:30, niv). Theology is
loving God with the mind. All of it!
Theology deals with one’s belief
system. Everyone believes something.
We all have a “theology,” whether we
know it or not. It is better to know it.
It is even better to try to understand
the theology we have. The great me-
dieval thinker Anselm spoke of theol-
ogy as “faith seeking understanding.”
What does your faith seek? tq
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V-ACATI ON B I BLE S CHOOIWL 1998

Getready for
the most awesome island
experience ever!

Join Adventure Island where children become Jesus’ disciples!

Adventure Island: Come Follow the Son helps you show children that as fellow disciples of Jesus, they can live to make a difference for God.
At home, church, school, and the neighborhood, they have an assignment from Him. What they do and say always counts!

Your kids discover that being a disciple means being a lifelong follower of Jesus, their lifelong Friend! What an awesome
opportunity to share such an important Friend with your children!

We give you everything you need to show your “islanders” what discipleship
means— and to have loads of fun atthe same time!

Features include songs and sketches by Pro-Kids creator Steve Pennington;
user-friendly teacher books; hands-on student activity books; and more!

i ) Most important, this course is completely focused on Jesus Christ. Come to
provide everything you  Adventure Island, and discover what it means to be a disciple!

need to get started

Beain your ultimate
island adventure with
the Adventure Is and
Director's Kit. We

Order now and take a full 30 days to preview your

tape Adventure Island kit free of charge! Just fill out the reply coupon
value! and drop it in the mail, or contact us at: 1-800-877-0700;

fax: 1-800-849-9827; E-mail: ss@waction.com

eart adventure your kids will love!

YES! Please send me the Adventure Island Directors Kit (HHV-498) to review FREE for 30 days.
After 30 days, | will send $36.99 plus postage, or return the kit and owe nothing.

MAYBE ... lwould like to further review Adventure Island before ordering the Director’s Kit.
Please send me a FREE VBS catalog.
SEND TO: N
WordAction Publishing ame
Company Church
Attn: LLA Church Mailing Address
P.O. Box 419527 . I
Kansas City, MO 64141 -6527 City State Zip _
Phone UPS Mailing Address
Or call Toll-Free: 1-800-877-0700 . .
Fax: 1-800-849-9827 City State Zip

E-mail: ss@waction.com Signature
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by Karen O'Connor

ast Saturday afternoon my
husband andj decided to
simplify our physical space.
I cleared out a closet; piled
unused clothing, books, and
kitchenware into bags;
straightened out cabinets;
and uncluttered a storage area.
Nearby he tackled boxes of old files
and yellowing paper.

In the midst of it all, 1 suddenly
stopped, turned to Charles, and said,
“l could get used to this—and like
it.” He chuckled as he added a box
to the growing collection of
discards.

“l feel as if we’re coming down to
where we ought to be—to a life of

simplicity and order.”
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‘find out where your treasure reatty
is. (Discern substancefrom accident.
Don't confuse your meats with your
life, andyour clothes with your body.
Don't Coseyour head over what per-
ishes. ... Don't mistake what you
possess with what you are."

(Evelyn Underhill)

cSimpUclé/Ismadiny Mejowzneyo f
M ll/e a ll/ija slenouyA Aayyaye™

dSAarlm ‘WamrtJ

“We mustdaue some room to dreatde.
We needfreedom totdindandper-
mission todeaf. Ourrelationsdips are
deincjstaruedto deatd dy velocity. . .

. Our cdifdren fie woundedon tde
yround, run overdy ourdiyd-speed
yoodintentions. Us Hodnowpro-
exdaustion? DoesnY 7/eleadpeople
deside stillwaters anymore?”

( SRictiarctSwensonJ

“Ifyou
sitting down infront of the television

.. .find yourselfregularly

. . without even considering what
else you might be doing, isnt it
about time you did?”

(Sarah Han Hreathnach)

onz can oCsexce tbs cSabbatfz, bat

mabiny it boby suxzby tab.ES tbz xsst of
tL owee@ (ctQcs. DvaCdi)

“l agree,” said Charles. “Let’s keep at it till we’re
finished.”

Freedom!

Simplicity is, as we discovered in a new way that
afternoon, quite simply freedom—freedom from use-
less accessories, ornament, show, pretense, and clutter
On the other hand, simplicity is not austerity or asceti-
cism, which renounces the things of the world. In-
stead, simplicity puts those things in proper perspec-
tive. Simplicity encourages us to be well, look well,
feel well, and do well without making a statement
about it.

Simplifying may include
clearing out the material and
emotional clutter in our lives.

Simplicity allows us to drive an old car because we
want to, not because we have to. Or to drive a new car
because we want to, not because we have to. Or to drive
no car at all—to ride a bike or take the bus or walk.

Like the apostle Paul, we can learn to be content in
plenty or in want, because simplicity, like all the disci-
plines, begins on the inside. When we are simple with-
in, we are free without. Simplicity sets us free to re-
ceive God’s provision as the gift it is and to share that
gift freely with others.

Even the desire for a simple lifestyle, however, can-
not take precedence over our relationship with God.
Or simplicity, like the things we have accumulated,
can become an idol. Simplicity means taking our
hands offthe controls and depending on God, as do
the birds of the air and the lilies of the field.

Simple— but Not Easy

Practicing simplicity involves trust and prudence. A
simpler life includes learning how to make wise
choices about everything. Do we really need 10 pairs
of shoes, for example, or 2 lawn mowers, or a televi-
sion in every room? Can we enjoy our clothing for
several seasons rather than answering the call of every
fashion trend that comes along? Are we willing to live
in a modest dwelling that is affordable and comfort-
able, rather than a showplace that drains our earnings
each month?

Simplicity also encourages us to modify our diets,
to embrace simple, nourishing foods that we can pre-
pare at home and share with others, instead of cram-
ming fast foods into our mouths while we drive or
dining on rich foods at restaurants that charge out-
landish prices.

The simple life embraces a caring and consciousness
about the earth and its resources. Ifyou are a meat
eater, perhaps you could experiment with a few meat-
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less meals each week. If you use paper goods, you may
want to consider replacing them with washable, recy-
clable materials.

Simplifying may include clearing out the material
and emotional clutter in our lives as well—from old
magazines to old friends who drain our energy and
time. Do we really need to subscribe to every publica-
tion that interests us? Must we accept every invitation
we receive? Is it necessary for each family to own a
lawn mower and hedge trimmer? Or could we borrow
or share these items among friends and neighbors? Or
use community resources, such as the public library
and recreation center?

How freeing it can be to use something without
owning it. Wouldn’t it be lovely to be free of dusting
items we don’t need, fixing things that continue to
break, replacing equipment that wears out?

My husband and | have discovered this truth for
ourselves. We live in a condominium near the bay in
San Diego. We have a delightful public park nearby,
and we can run or walk along the beach every day if
we wish. The post office, library, church, market, and
other shops are all within a short drive or walk.

The park has become our “front yard.” Yet we never
need to mow the lawn or trim the trees. The beach is
there for our occasional swim and for collecting shells
with our grandchildren. Yet we don’t need to replace
the sand or chlorinate the water! Even a basketball
court, picnic tables, and play equipment are provided,
and never once must we repair, replace, or refinish any
of it! Now we can truly enjoy all that God (and the
community) provides without being in bondage to it.

Inner Simplicity

The discipline of simplicity can also be applied to
our inner life. | noticed, for example, that | could pray
shorter prayers so God does more of the talking and |
do more listening! We can also heed the Lord’s com-
mand to pray without ceasing by making our lives a
prayer chain, each link a simple hymn of praise or pe-
tition throughout the day:

“Lord, thank You for the beautiful sunset.”

“Lather God, | know that You’re providing for my
every need.”

“Holy Spirit, | need Your strength and guidance
tonight.”

Throughout history, simplicity has set God’s people
free. “Let your character be free from the love of mon-
ey, being content with what you have; for He Himself
has Said, ‘I will never desert you,nor will | ever
forsake you’” (HebreWS 13:5, nasb).

But pride of ownership has often enslaved them.
“And when your herds and your flocks multiply, and
your silver and gold multiply . . . then your heart be-
comes proud, and you forget the L o ra your God who
brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery” (Deuteronomy 8:13-14, nasb).

Continued on page 30
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A daylong personal prayer retreat can help shine the
light of God's Word onto a shadowed soul.

IN the

by Jane A. Rubietta

shield my eyes against the sun, squinting and
maneuvering between visor and doorframe to
keep the brilliance from blinding me as I drive
my car. | wonder where my sunglasses are.

They aren’t sliding in a mad carnival ride along
the dashboard or wallowing in the seat or scrap-

ing around underfoot. Then, in my mind, | see
them sitting near the front door at home—a re-
minder of the weeks and months this winter when the sun
warmed the backs of the clouds but nothing closer to
earth.

The sun’s brilliance follows me home like a lost pet.
Blessing my work hours at the computer, sunlight
streams through the naked branches of the maple and
pours a hearty welcome over my soul. In the face of the
sunshine, my heart is buoyant.

At times | wonder if | have seasonal affective disorder,
where depression fills the shadows left in one’s life by
the lack of sunlight. A friend self-diagnosed his problem
and rigged up a special lighting system so he could treat
himselfto some extra moments of light each day.

And | question, as | stagger out of bed in the morning
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and fall back in at night: why don’t | treat myselfto
time in the light? Not a home-remedy lighting system,
but the Light. And notjust a token squint in God’s
general direction, the “Good morning, Lord. Bless this
mess” sort of moment, but real time in the Light. Like
a concentrated half day, or whole day, clustered away
by myselfon a friend’s sunporch. Or tucked into a re-
treat house, basking in Scripture, reveling in joumal-
prayer, lifting my face to the Son on a walk.

Because of my tendency—as a mother, wife, PTA
board member, writer, speaker, church worker, neigh-
bor, friend—to become haggled and frazzled and
short-tempered, this Light deprivation disorder (my
own term for it) has to be treated. So yesterday |
called a retreat center and booked a weekday for my-
self—a time when 1can turn the Light on my shad-
owed soul. Maybe it will turn into an overnight, and 1
can throw logs on the fire and pull a table in front of
the flames.

An article recently touted the virtues of a daylong
personal prayer retreat. I’ll admit, the thought of pray-
ing for an entire day is hard for me to contemplate; in
fact, 1’ve never found it easy to pray for extended pe-
riods of time. But 1 don’t beat myself up with a spiri-
tual ruler anymore. Instead, I’ve learned to use per-
sonal retreat days for a mixture of helpful disciplines.

Clean the Windshield

One of the first things | do on a retreat (after mak-
ing coffee and moving the table so | have a view) is to
get out my journal. There are no rules for this time;
here is where | scrape all the bugs off the windows so
| can see the Light better. This is where | dump all of
the toxins that accumulate in my soul; the clean white
pages of my notebook become a metaphor for Jesus,
pure and sinless, receiving my spots and splatters and
wiping the windshield clean.

Sometimes | just write whatever comes to mind, so
that all the anxieties and angers and aggravations can
clear out. At other times, | think back to conversations,
attitudes, and relationships and bring them out into the
Light. Regardless of how | use ajournal, it can be an
instrument for confession, a place where | leave the
uglies at the foot of the Cross. Then I’m free to soak up
some rays.

Basking in the Light

When | was a teenager, most people 1knew coveted
a tan, except my own father and the doctor-dads of my
friends.

Soon after college, the lure of a tan wore off, and |
found better, busier things to do with my time. Who
has spare hours to lie around outside? A better ques-
tion: who wants to lie there sweating voluntarily? Be-
sides, by then | had things to do for the Kingdom.

Now, knowing that tanned skin is damaged skin, |
warn my children against the ultraviolet rays, following
them around with SPF100 lotion, suggesting long-
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leeved white shirts and cramming visors on sweaty
eads.

| find that | still sometimes avoid the Son, finding
better," busier things to do. But on a personal retreat
tay, | remember Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp
o my feet and a light for my path” (niv). One of my
avorite retreat versions of Scripture is Eugene Peter-
on's The Message. He renders this psalm, “By your
vords | can see where I’'m going; they throw a beam
X light on my dark path."

| fall asleep with a smile
on my face and Scripture

in my soul.

As that beam of light pours over me, | take time to
;0ak up each verse, meditating, journaling, free-flowing
jetween confession and praise and petition. The words
111 me, and my heart dances out of the dark like the air-
port spotlights circling the night sky. 1 don't have an
igenda for this time in the Light, choosing instead to let
he Word and the Spirit highlight important things.

Dozing in the Son

I think it was Richard Foster who said that some-
imes the most spiritual thing we can do is sleep. My
rusband used to look at the sleep-deprived shadows
mder my eyes, at the weariness pulling down my
t'ace, and say, "Janey, sleep is spiritual." Perpetual ex-
laustion seems to indicate poor theology in my life,
tor the Lord “grants sleep to those he loves” (Psalm
127:2. niv).

Finally, 1’m beginning to believe that sleep is a spir-
itual act. A nap is a favorite part of my personal get-
away. After filling the nooks and crannies of my soul
with Scripture, | slip off to a spare bed or a sofa. The
extravagance of resting without an alarm always
makes me thankful, and | fall asleep with a smile on
my face and Scripture in my soul. “I will lie down and
sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lo rd, make me dwell
in safety” (Psalm 4:8, Niv).

Singing in the Son

Sometimes it’s only the light shifting in the sky that
awakens me, but often | come back to consciousness
with a song in my heart. As a poster in a choir room
proclaims, “He who sings, prays twice.” At each re-
treat. | bring a hymnal and take time to sing and wor-
ship through favorite hymns. Some 1have written on
3" x 5" cards, and | carry these with me during a walk

Continued on page 30
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For 10 years now I've had
the habitofa ...

Personal Retreat

he thought echoed in
Tmy mind: Go on your

own personal retreat.
At first | thought it was ab-
surd. Pastors went on per-
sonal retreats where they
spent time alone praying
and reading God’s Word,
but could laypeople?

Was that something an
ordinary person could do? |
was a second grade teacher
at a Christian school. Could
I spend 24 hours alone with
God? Would I get bored?
As | listened to my pastor
that day talk of the weekend
he had spent alone for the
purpose of seeking God, the
idea of trying it myself per-
sisted.

Later that week | met
with my pastor. Rev. Mike
Grimshaw. He encouraged
me to have a personal re-
treat and gave me guide-
lines so that 24 hours
wouldn’t be overwhelming.
Here are some of his ideas:

1 Take a hymnal. God
often speaks to us through
music. As you prepare to
worship God, sing a few
hymns either aloud or in
your head. Ponder the words.

2. Take your Bible. Read
through meaningful parts of
Scripture. Seek God as to
which passages He would
have you read.

3. Take classical books.
Some of the older authors
have great wisdom. Take
classics, such as Streams in
the Desert by Mrs. Charles
E. Cowman, My Utmost for
His Highest by Oswald
Chambers, Mere Christiani-
ty by C. S. Lewis, A Chris-
tian s Secret ofa Happy Life
by Hannah Whitall Smith,
The Imitation of Christ by
Thomas a Kempis, Pilgrim’s
Progress by John Bunyan,
Confessions by Augustine,
and so on. Read through

portions of these books.

4. Pray. Include the main
parts of prayer:

a. Praise and Thanks-
giving. Reading through
some psalms can help fo-
cus your thoughts on
praise to God.

b. Confession. Search
your soul to see if all is
clear with God. Be ready
to make amends if He
points something out.

c. Intercession. Pray
for loved ones, friends,
church family, the nation,
missionaries, and person-
al requests.

d. Listen. Take time to
be quiet before God.
That began the annual

practice of a personal re-
treat. Sometimes | would go
to a hotel at a tourist town
not too far away. Other
times | would go to a
church conference ground
that would rent out a room.

As achildren’s worker. |
travel with my puppets to
churches, camps, revivals,
and conventions sharing Je-
sus. I’ve found personal re-
treats essential to my min-
istry. They help me with
focus and direction.

For 10 years now | have
had the habit of a personal
retreat. | have found it
worth the cost of a hotel or
church conference ground
fee. | have found when you
take time for God, He will
meet you. It’s a time to get
priorities straight, enjoy His
presence, soak in His Word,
and get a spiritual lift.

Can ordinary laypeople
have a personal retreat? |
would urge you to find out
for yourself. 1’'m leaving to-
morrow for mine, and | can
hardly wait to see what God
will teach me there.

—Julie Kroneman

Puyallup, Washington
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A DAY IN THE SON

Continuedfrom page 29

outside. Other hymns I’ve committed to memory.

Praise music or recorded hymns are also good ways
to start the heart singing, and instrumentals are espe-
cially good background for times of meditation.

Reflected Light

On sunny evenings | walk into our east-facing liv-
ing room and blink. A brilliant beam of sunlight
streams through our leaded glass, painting prisms on
the far wall. But the sun is on the west side now, |
think. And then | remember. My neighbor Helen’s
window catches the last of the sunlight and bounces it
into my front room. | benefit from her reflected light.

When on a personal retreat, | also utilize reflected
light that | gain from others. On my desk at home are
Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Giftfrom the Sea, Annie
Dillard’s Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, Henri Nouwen’s Cry
ofthe Heart, and George MacDonald’s Selectionsfrom
His Greatest Works, to name only a few. If | can’t sit at
their feet literally and absorb the light they share, then
they can reflect the light of Christ to me through the
printed page.

Here | find my mentors, people who have pressed
forward into the Light of Jesus. These real-life people
challenge my soul, make me question my assump-
tions, and call me higher in all my relationships. These
friends are beacons in my storm-tossed nights, illu-
mining the rocks and ledges for me.

Stretching for the Light

Last year | bought a bonus sack of lily bulbs. Seeing
no instructions regarding “full sun,” “half sun,” or
“dense shade,” | planted them along the north side of
our courtyard, where they are continually in the shad-
ows; then | charted their progress sporadically. One day
| found the scrawny, leafy stems prostrate on the side-
walk, trying to grow in the direction of the light. They
never became the tall, fragrant plants promised on the
package, because they spent their lives in the dark.

Tracking my mental health this week, | wonder if
there’s a correlation between lack of sunshine outside
and depression inside. A glance at my calendar re-
minds me, and | pick up the phone to confirm the up-
coming retreat day.

One thing is certain: the correlation between time in
the Light and the lightness in my soul is not imagined.
Like a lily stretching for the sun, | yearn for concen-

trated time with the Son. And when
I get that Son-time, | flourish.

Jane A. Rubietta lives in Grayslake,
Illinois, where her husband is a pas-
tor. Jane is author ofthe new book
Quiet Places: A Woman’s Guide to
Personal Retreat (Bethany House,
1997). ' *
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THE GIFT OF SIMPLICITY

Continuedfrom page 25

On the other hand, if we go to the opposite extreme,
renouncing all possessions as evil, we become unbib-
lically legalistic—taking a kind of pride in turning
away from the things of the world. But the Bible is
consistent and clear in its teaching that creation is
good and is to be enjoyed. “And God saw all that He
had made, and behold, it was very good” (Genesis
1:31, NASB).

Simple Living

Moving beyond talking about the simple life, how-
ever, and actually living it can present a challenge.
Like the rich young ruler in the Gospel of Matthew,
we have lofty intentions until we are called to put
them into practice. “If you wish to be complete, go
and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and
you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Me” (Matthew 19:21, nasb).

ere are some actions to consider as you look at
how you might simplify your interior and exterior
life:

1. Purchase thingsfor practicality rather than pres-
tige. A used car of fine quality can free up thousands of
dollars to use for good—for your family, for others. And
what freedom you will feel from the worry of theft and
vandalism. Select clothing and household goods that
will endure and serve you for years to come. Commit
yourself to following Christ, not the dictates of the fash-
ion industry.

2. Give things away. And sometimes even items
you are not finished using—perhaps even one you trea-
sure. What liberation of the spirit. Nothing is important
enough to keep you from the promise the Lord has giv-
en: “But seek first His Kingdom and His righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added” (Matthew
6:33, nasb).

3. Develop a love of nature. Instead of dashing
through the park on a bike orjogging with ears at-
tached to a tape deck, walk, listen to the birds, stop
under the shelter of a tree, collect a few shells at the
beach and examine them, inspect a flower close-up.
“The mountains and the hills will break forth into
shouts of joy before you, And all the trees of the field
will clap their hands” (Isaiah 55:12, nasb). During a
recent walk in the country with one of our daughters, |
was blessed by her comment, “A few minutes out here
is enough to show me again how few material things |
really need.”

implicity—the discipline that brings us down to
where we ought to be so God can lift us up to
where He wants us to be. A
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Paring Down

everal years ago, my family decided to gear

toward a more simple lifestyle. We had been .

under the crush of hurried, complicated fami-

ly schedules and concluded that such was

working against our spiritual growth.
Purposefully, we set in motion the following:

1+ Cut credit cards down to one, and that only for
emergency use. We had been used to flinging those
cards around too freely, to our detriment. Having only
one on hand for rare use would discipline us within
realistic boundaries of financial fact.

2 . Marked on the family calendar are home activi-
ties along with the outside obligations. Before we had
penciled in only those meetings at school, commit-
ments at church, and organizational duties that called
us away from the house for too many hours.

But now we wrote into our calendar evenings to-
gether at a neighborhood restaurant, that morning set
aside for just my wife and me to have breakfast, and
that Sunday afternoon with one another at the park.
The family gatherings were put on the same par as the
out-of-the-home pullings.

3 » Pared down outside infringements on our time.
Instead of living as we had been doing for years—
running here and there, separating ourselves from one
another sometimes for weeks on end—we covenanted
to pull in the strings of family life so as to get to know
one another on deeper levels.

In order to see this as reality, all of us had to learn
to say no to many invitations. In doing so, we learned
that none of us is indispensable and that many com-
mittees can actually survive without us.

4 . Turned off the television. Instead of hearing that
box chattering on for hours, we turned the knob to the
left and found quiet. At first, it was a bit awkward; but
it did not take too long to come to value the new di-
mension of silence.

The two children have their few hours to watch pro-
grams directed to their interests, even then with care-
ful monitoring from parents as to content. And the
rest of us who are older have discovered books we
had not read, games we had not played, conversation
we had not had time for, and relaxing moments doing
nothing particularly productive that we simply had not
permitted before.

5* Took car rides more frequently. Even with gas
prices as they are, we allow in the budget gas money
for family excursions. This may mean doing without
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by J. Grant Swank Jr.

something else, but we are willing to live with this
priority.

In New England there are so many things to see:
Plymouth, Cape Cod, Gloucester, the Freedom Trail
in Boston, and Sturbridge Village—not to mention the
winding back roads, tucked-in fields and streams, old
bams, waterwheels, and pastures.

And car rides naturally invite picnics. We now have
the details down to a science, with each person having
his errands to mn—aquick as a flash—in readying for a
meal out of doors. It does not always take all that much;
sometimes a few sandwiches and beverage will do.

6* Slowed down our movements. For years | have
scaled staircases a couple of steps at a time; no need
to set the wood ablaze.

The same with driving the car. Instead of rationaliz-
ing why | could get by with going over the speed lim-
it, I now content myself with keeping within the law.
(Not bad for a preacher.)

7. Concentrated on the simpler things of life: walk-
ing through the snow with the family, going out for a
“night on the town” by purchasing an ice-cream cone
apiece, crayoning a picture with my four-year-old,
writing a homemade poem on the back of a napkin at
the coffee shop, discovering a new field of horses, and
meandering for an evening through one of the junk
shops at the other end of the village.

8* Gave God a chance to freshen up our days. Be-
fore, we worked on remote control most of the time.
We had learned the doctrines and the orthodox phras-
es; they were given forth with sincerity but more
times than not from empty wells.

w God has become more real, more personal.
He has had an opportunity to be more creative
in our walk with Him.

As we look about us at other Christians, we realize
they too hunger for that fresh approach to God; how-
ever, they are caught up in the same rat race we had
been pressed into. Most of the time they do not realize
why they are exhausted in service for the Lord.

Thanks be to Him, He has opened up the simple life
for our family. In it we have come to experience that
rejuvenation so rarely found in this speed-crazed
world.

Other than my experience of personal redemption
through Jesus, | must confess that this experience of
the simple life has been the most exhilarating discov-
ery | have ever come upon. tq
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Contented
Spirit

by Betty Ann Nolan
Kalispell, Montana

etty, you’re never sat-
isfied with what | provide
you.”

These words smote my,
heart as | turned into the
driveway where | live.
Home is a 12' x 60'

trailer-house nestled under
giant ponderosa pines, which
offer lots of shade from the
hot summer sun. The words
were not spoken by a human
companion sitting in the pas-
senger seat, but were dropped
into my heart by the Holy
Spirit.

I was returning home from
another fruitless excursion to
a large mobile home busi-
ness. Usually | stayed away
from such places; but this
spring | had a hankering for a
change, brought on, no doubt, by
too many gloomy winter days; a
cgld, windy spring; and cabin
ever.

I wanted my own place—a

much larger place, where | had my
own yard to mow, my own plot of
ground to dig up for flowers. Nev-
er mind the fact that my rented
trailer-house was one | could af-
ford and suited my needs perfectly.

HAD OPENED MYSELF UP
TO A SPIRIT OF DISCONTENT,
AND IT HAD BLOSSOMED

INTO FULL FLOWER.

I had opened myself up to a spirit
of discontent, and it had blos-
somed into full flower.

It never bids well to compare
oneself with others. This is the

first step down the road to discon-
tent, and | knew it from past expe-
rience, but yet . . . wishful think-
ing. What if. So | went mobile
home shopping without a dime in
the bank. Not content with looking
at single-wides, | expanded
my search to double-wides.
And found a floor plan |
loved.

When | later called my
son, because | was in a gos-
sipy mood and needed to tell
someone, his response was,
“Mom, why do you need a
house with four bedrooms,
three baths, and a mud-
room?”

“If I’'m going to dream
pipe dreams, | might as well
dream big.”

Serious contemplation
brought me down to earth and re-
ality. Of course, | didn’t need a
house that large. How would | pay
the taxes, let alone the mortgage
payment? It was ridiculous—fool-
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ish—irresponsi-
ble. At my age, one shouldn't have
pipe dreams.

But wistfully, 1thought back to
the large, tum-of-the-century farm-
house where the children grew up.
This house accommodated a fami-
ly of eight back when my husband
was still alive. The bedrooms were
upstairs (very hot in summer), the
ceilings were nine feet high, the
rooms spacious with large win-
dows to let in lots of light. The
yard was huge, and the neighbors
all far away. It was the ideal spot
for raising six children.

But why would a widow living
alone want such a place to heat

January 1998

and

keep up?

Especially a

widow who lived on

a fixed income? Instead of

writing, | would be mowing grass

by the hour. Instead of practicing

my music, | would be cleaning and

cleaning. Instead of my daily walk,

I would be weeding flower beds.

In short, | would be too worn-out

to even think of my hobbies,

which | enjoy so much and waited
so long to have time to do.

Sanity does return after such
musings. The home God has pro-
vided for me right now does suit
me in every way if I'm honest.
Suits my income, suits my desire
for cleaning, suits my strength for
yard work—yes, even suits my de-
sire for entertaining. After cooking

for a family of eight for years
—more when we had guests—I|
have no great desire to prepare
elaborate meals anymore. | never
realized how one’s interests
change as the years slip by.

So | shall take to heart the
words spoken so clearly as |
turned into my driveway to the
rented trailer-house where 1 live,
surrounded by a vast lawn, which
my landlord mows, because he and
his wife live right next to me in a
big white farmhouse.

My prayer is this: “God, | shall
be satisfied with this home You
have provided for me. | choose to
be happy with it because it fits my
needs perfectly. Circumstances
may change at a future time, but
for now, | have what | need. Why,
You have even given me a magnifi-
cent view from every window—the
Rockies to the east, the foothills on
the other three sides. | choose to
have a contented spirit.” ifc
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Creative Brooding

For Sale

DEAN NELSON

Dean Nelson teaches journalism at Point
Loma Nazarene College.

I’Mhaving a terrible time Selling
my friend’s car. He and | were sitting
at a restaurant several months ago
when he suggested | would have an
easier time selling it than he would.
He lives in a region
that has noticeable
winters, and | don’t,
he reasoned.

“In California it
would get snatched up
in a second,” he said,
snapping his fingers
for emphasis.

I confess to having
a moment of weakness
when he told me what
kind of car it was: a
1966 Mustang con-
vertible. Bright red. With a new V-8
engine. In mint condition.

His daughter drove it out. \WWe met
at the train station in San Diego,
where she showed me how to put the
top up, and I thought to myself, “This
top is never going up!” Then she got
on the train heading for home, and |
put the top back down.

Driving around that day, | shouted
at the top of my lungs, “I love this
car!l”

| took out ads in local papers, left
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It was a 1966
Mustang convert-
ible. Bright red.
With a V-8 engine.
In mint condition.

the car in widely traveled areas with a
For Sale sign in the window, and put
photos of it in auto-repair stores. Lots
of people called. Dozens came to look
at it. Months later, | still have the car.

Why?

It wasn’t originally a convertible. It
used to be a coupe. A hardtop. And at
a Mustang-authorized shop, it was
converted from a hardtop to a con-
vertible. That was the problem.

The change from coupe to convert-
ible was beautifully and skillfully
done. It wasn’t as if someone with a
chain saw just whacked the top off.
But the discerning eye could tell it
wasn’t entirely as it should be. The
bar across the top of the windshield
was different from true convertibles.
The backseat didn’t curve on the sides
the way the true convertibles did. For
some, the change was visible at a
glance.

People responded to
the ads, came to my
house, and, in some
cases, before they
were completely out
of their cars, got back
in and drove away
without speaking.

“It's not authentic,”
explained one Mus-
tang owner. “People
don’t just want some-
thing that looks like
it’s a Mustang convertible. They can
tell right away if it isn’t the real
thing.”

I wonder if this is the kind of skep-
ticism people have about Christians
these days. “They’ll know we are
Christians by our love,” the old song
goes, paraphrasing 1John. Could it be
that, when the world sees something
other than love from us, it sees us as
less than authentic? Less like Christ?
If so, it has sufficient reason to get
back in its car and drive away. ifc

en it’s time to prt

pare dinner, | pag

through my mi

crowave cookboo

for ideas. If th

recipe requires mor

than 10 minutes,
skip it for a quicker or

| know I’'m a product of my cul
ture; 1I’'m programmed for instant re

Instan

suits. Along with the burdens o
haste, | add the demands of achieve
ment. | must be constantly doing
getting, and accomplishing. My deft
nition of a “good day” is a productivt
day. | tell myself, today | will read 2i
verses of Scripture, prepare 3 low
calorie meals, run 16 errands, make '
phone calls, bake 3 loaves of whole
wheat bread, wash 10 windows, ant
run the vacuum in 3 rooms.

Dy Pauline Ellis Cramer

One day | had my list made out.
My pencil was ready to mark off my
accomplishments. Number one was
read Scripture. | perched on the
edge of a chair and cranked up my
speed-reading skills. Opening my
Bible to Psalm 27:14 (niv), | read,
“Wait for the Lora . . .” Wait! |
dont have time for that. | flipped
over a few pages and came to Psalm
37:7 (niv). “Be still before the Lord
and wait patiently for him . . .” Not
again! But thats Old Testament
thought. 1°d better read from the
New Testament. | turned to the New
Testament, and my Bible opened to
Romans 8:25 (niv). “But if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we
wait for it patiently.” Are You trying
to get a point across to me, Lord?

The Lord was saying that not only
do I need to wait, but also | need to
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wait patiently. But | want my
prayers answered now. 1want my
problems solved today. | want com-
plete spiritual growth yesterday!
How can | wait patiently in an impa-
tient world?

How can 1not wait? Even though
God is always there for me to come
to, He didn’t put me in charge of His
time schedule for answering

prayers. He waited for me to accept
His gift of salvation. He waited pa-
tiently for me to study and learn His
precepts. He waits for me to get qui-
etand listen to His guiding Spirit.
When | remember how patiently
my Savior waits for me, 1can over-
come the demands of my fast-paced
culture. 1find the time to read, study,
and absorb the 25 or 55, or even just
5 verses of Scripture each morning.
I've found that if I start my day with
atime of prayer and listening, I’ll
hear God speaking to me through
His Scriptures. When | turn my day
over to Him, my activities flow
smoothly without wasted effort.

Howcan | wall
patiently in an
Impatient world?

When | slow my heart and my
mind down and wait patiently for
the Lord, He is on time—His time.
Histiming is as perfect for me today
asit was for His believers thousands
of years ago. His timing allows me
time to enjoy each day, not merely
race through it from one activity to
another. While 1 wait patiently for
the Lord, 1 praise Him for His per-
fecttiming. A
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In a Woman’s Voice

The Co

SUSAN HANSON BATES

Susan Hanson Bates is a freelance writer
and a frequent speaker at Christian
Women’s Clubs. She attends First
Church of the Nazarene, Flagstaff, Ari-
zona.

TWO BLOND HEADS EMERGED from the
frantic fracas on the soccer field and
headed toward the opposite goal with
fierce determination. One belonged to
a member of the op-
posing team and had
control of the ball.
The other belonged to
my son, Russell. It
was his first winter
soccer tournament,
and now the sole re-
sponsibility for halting
this fast break was his.
Stride for stride,
brown legs pumping in poetic unison,
the two boys streaked across the cen-
terline, each with their whole heart
given to the race.

Then it happened. My son, in total
desperation, wildly grabbed his oppo-
nent’s shirt. The referee’s whistle shat-
tered the shocked silence, and it was
over. My son was disqualified from
the entire tournament, and he stumbled
from the field, sobbing with shame.

As | ran to comfort him, he threw
himself onto the ground and mumbled
through his tears, “I just want to be
alone, Mom.” His anguish cut through
me as if it were my own. Helpless, |
silently pleaded, “God, please be with
him. Please send someone to comfort
him.” Tears of gratitude filled my
eyes when | saw two of his teammates

alone,

He mumbled
through his tears,
“| just want to be

forters

leave the sidelines and seat them-
selves on either side of him. And
when the whistle signaling halftime
blew, the rest of the team ran to Rus-
sell’s side to comfort him with their
own war stories. By the end of the
break, he was sitting up with a small
shadow of a smile on his face.

In this relentless race we Christians
have marked out for us, | am often
made aware of the walking wounded
in our midst. Some are on the side-
lines with their heads cast down in
shame. Others are staggering from the
blows of the adversary or reeling from
temptations that continually trip them
up. Battling on the front lines are pas-
tors and their families, taking the
brunt of the brutal skirmishes that go
on within the church body itself.

I know our loving Heavenly Father
is watching and longs
for someone to go to
the side of His an-
guished children with
comfort and compas-
sion. Many of us
know the depths of
their agony because
we have experienced

”
Mom. it ourselves. Now we
are to use that pain for
a purpose. Paul reminds us, “He

[God] comforts us every time we have
trouble, so when others have trouble,
we can comfort them with the same
comfort God gives us” (2 Corinthians
1:4, ncv). He then explains why: "But
now you should forgive him and com-
fort him to keep him from having too
much sadness and giving up com-
pletely” (2:7, ncv).

Many within the Body of Christ are
hurting. And our divine Father is anx-
iously waiting for you and me to run
to them, offering healing words of
comfort and encouragement. It may
make the difference of whether or not
they will ever again be able to “press
toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:14, nkjv).
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The Family Album

Adventures in Christian Parenting

Color-blind Love

JERRY AND LYNDA COHAGAN

Jerry Cohagan is one half of the comedy-
drama duo, Hicks and Cohagan. Lynda is
a high school English teacher in Olathe,
Kansas.

Once again,something came out Of

the mouth of one of our kids that
pulled us up short, cracked us up, and
brought tears to our eyes. Chase is in
the first grade this year. And the first
couple of weeks were filled with the
normal stresses as Chase got accus-
tomed to the routines of Mrs. Cog-
bill’s first grade classroom. Huge ob-
stacles rose up the very first day:
“Dad, | don’t know where 1’'m sup-
posed to hang my backpack!” He had
to get used to going to school all day
long: “It lasts forever! And we only
get two recesses!” He had to brave the
battlefield of the cafeteria: “No, |
think 1’ll take my lunch tomorrow.
Those lunch ladies make me a little
nervous.”

The one bright spot in Chase’s tran-
sition into first grade was a new bud-
dy he made—Martin. Martin is a
beautiful Black child with shining
eyes, deep dimples, and more energy
than two Chases. It wasn’t hard to see
why Chase loved being around him.
We hadn’t even reached the end of the
first week when Chase and Martin
had succeeded in coordinating the
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schedules of car-pooling parents and
had arranged and verified drop-off
and pick-up times so that they could
play together at each other’s homes
during frequent afternoons. They were
virtual masterminds of logistics!

(Now if they could just get that same
sense of follow-through when picking
up their toys.)

Late in the second week of school,
Chase came bounding out the school
door really excited. He exclaimed,
“Hey Dad! Martin and I had on the
very same shirt today!” And then with
utter disbelief in his voice, he contin-
ued, “And Mrs. Cogbill could still tell
us apart!”

Now we laughed at that. But it also
gave us pause. You see, it never
crossed Chase’s mind that there were
other differences between him and
Martin. Chase knows Black from
White, but to his way of thinking, it
just wasn’t that big of a
distinction. And Mom got
a little misty-eyed at the
pure, color-blind love of a
seven-year-old for his
friend.

And this will not be the
last time we tell this story.
Because in our family we
believe in stories. We be-
lieve in the power of sto-
ries to teach us who we
are, what we believe, and
how we’re supposed to act. Stories
help define us. Through stories we
build an identity. And through the
coming years, we will continue to tell
the story of Chase’s'surprise at his
first grade teacher’s ability to tell the
difference between a little Black boy
and a little White boy who were wear-
ing identical shirts. This story will
keep alive for our family the kind of
color-blind people we want to be.

This is one of our family’s defining
stories.

Every family has them. Yours does
too. But we have a sinking feeling in
the pits of our stomachs that the defin-
ing stories are not being told enough.
Such as the one about the determina-
tion of Lynda’s mother to leave her
home at 15 to go to a Nazarene high
school and college and pay her own
way. The one about how her Grandfa-
ther Cain lied about his age when he
was 17 and went off to fight in World
War I. The one about how God
wrought a healing miracle in Jerry’s
dad when he’d had a massive heart at-
tack. The lonely year Daddy spent as
a nine-year-old in Central City, Ne-
braska, when his only friend was Pas-
tor Dave at the little clapboard
Nazarene church across the street.

These stories define our family in a
way no doctrine ever could. These

Stories teach us who we are,
what we believe, and how we're
supposed to act.

stories say to us and to our children:
We have grit. We do what we think is
right. God is a powerful, redemptive
force. The church is our friend.

And we thank Chase for adding an-
other statement to the creed: We will
see a person’s heart, not his skin.

As the echo of 1997 fades, remem-
ber the stories that have defined you.
And to the future, bend an ear to the
story God is writing with your life, tfc
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January’s
10-PointQ o1z

1. The author of the new book Quiet Places: A Woman'’s
Guide to Personal Retreat is:

A. Kathleen Berkeley

B. Jane Rubietta

C. Helen Steiner Rice

2. This quotation is from which of the following? “In
solitude we realize that nothing human is alien to us, that
the roots of all conflict, war, injustice, cruelty, hatred,
jealousy ... are deeply anchored in our own heart.”

A. Thomas Kelly C. John Wesley

B. Bob Benson D. Henri Nouwen

3. More than 65,000 books about Jesus have been written.
What is the current rate of publication of books about
Jesus?

A. 4 per week

B. 4 per month C. 4 per day

4. Use of heroin in the U.S. since 1988 has increased by:
A 470% B. 47% C. 147%

5. The person who sued the First Congregational Church
of Antwerp, New York, for playing Christmas carols from
its steeple is:

2nd

M Wincm TUirC\

a conference on racial reconciliation, evangelism strategies, and leadership development

Featured S peakers

Dr.Jim L. Bond

General Superintendent

Dr. In-(»yeong Kim Lundell
pastor, Los Angeles

Dr. Larry C. Lott

pastor, Kansas City

Dr. Donald D. Owens
former General
Superintendent

Dr. Jerry D. Porter

General Superintendent

Dr. Cherly J. Sanders

Howard University

This Conference Is Specifically Designed for:
+ all persons interested or involved in multicultural ministry
+ district and local church leaders

« multicultural churches

July 15-17, 1998
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

(on the campus of Southern Nazarene University) and 8 meals

January 1998

Dr. Dallas Mucci
District Superintendent
Metro New York

Dr. Bill M. Sullivan
Evangelism <€ Church
Growth Director

Registration options per person (materials included):
Option 1: $125
3 nights housing

A. Aislynn Forsburg C. Roger Barbour
B. Mary Diehl D. Fritz Khurl

6. Time reported a poll of Generation X. Asked what they
would want most if stranded on a desert island, the Xers
rated which of the following firstand last?

A. computer C. television

B. parents D. music

7. What percentage of last year's American movies were
rated R?
A 21% B.93.7% C. 65.8% D. 41%

8. This Sunday, what percentage of the people in worship
services will be attending a church in a denomination in
which they did not grow up?

A 30% B. 40% C.60% D. 87%

9. Twenty-four percent of America’s Evangelicals live in
the West; 10 percent live in the Northeast. What percent
reside in the South?

A 42% B. 16% C.64% D. 51%

10. Currently the sumtotal of all human knowledge
doubles every
A. 9years

B. 17 years C. 22 months

ANSWErS:

0-0l Y-6 -a-8 :0-Z USBI 0 ‘isjji
a-9 :(W8!0 S8iuer }dns uag or uogeiaj ou) g-g ly-fr :0-S ‘Q-Z ig-t

Quadrennial

Multicultural Ministries Conference

“This Multicultural
Ministries
Conference will
provide an
opportunityfor
Nazarene leaders

brafiem

from a variety
ofcultures to
present their vision
for an inclusive
multicultural

Dr. Thomas G. Nees
Multicultural Ministries
Director

Rev. John R. Nells
District Superintendent
Navajo Nation

church.”

—Thomas G. Nees
Multicultural Ministries Director

Rev. Melquiades Urgelles
pastor, Miami For more information

ON REGISTRATION.
PLEASE CONTACT:

Multicultural Ministries
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131

(800) 306-9950

Option 2: $70 Option 3: $30
) Fax: (816) 523-1872
8 meals housing and meals .
. E-mail: mmconf@nazarene.org
housing on your own on your own

http://www.nazarene.org
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Readers Write

Cohabitation

I would like to add to Chip Ricks’s article “The Sin We Don’t
Talk About.” I am assuming that the Swedish article she refers to
in asserting that “those who lived together before marriage were
80 percent more likely to divorce” is a 1988 article by Bennett,
Blanc, and Bloom. First, | would like to refer the author to a
number of quality research articles conducted on American sam-
ples (I’ll include these at the end of the letter). Many American
research studies have also found a higher rate of marital dissolu-
tion among those cohabiting before marriage.

An interesting addition to Ricks’s discussion is the findings of
the most recent research in this area. Among most recent cohorts
of young couples, rates of later marital dissolution are not signifi-
cantly different for cohabiters and noncohabiters. This trend re-
flects a normalization of cohabitation as a courtship step in our
society, supporting the general arguments of Ricks regarding the
deterioration of traditional approaches to marriage.

Many persons concerned about the growing trend of cohabita-
tion before marriage have pointed to greater rates of marital dis-
solution among cohabiters as evidence of the folly of this prac-
tice. | present the most recent trends of normalization of this
practice as evidence of the widespread acceptance of this prac-
tice, a more telling reflection on our society.

Bumpass, L. L., T. C. Marin, and J. A. Sweet. 1991. “The Im-
pact of Family Background and Early Marital Factors on Marital
Disruption.” Journal of Family Issues 12:22-42.

Newcomb, M. D. 1987. “Cohabitation and Marriage: A Quest
for Independence and Relatedness.” Applied Social Psychology
Annual 7:128-56.

Shoen, Robert. 1992. “First Unions and the Stability of First
Marriages.” Journal of Marriage and the Family. 54:281-84.

Teachman, J. D., and K. A. Polonko. 1990. “Cohabitation and
Marital Stability in the United States.” Social Forces 69:207-20.

Teachman, J. D,, J. Thomas, and K. Paasch. 1991. “Legal Sta-
tus and the Stability of Coresident Unions.” Demography
28:571-86.

Lora Ebert Wallace
Ames, lowa

Recommended Reading

Thank you for publishing Richard Taylor’s piece “Is Moral
Fog Engulfing the Church?” Well said!

Also, thank you for some very fine editorials that have spoken
to my heart. | commend you.

Of course, Paul Rees is always rich and rare: “The Allure of
the Floly” (Sept.).

This Church of God retiree recently preached at Battle Creek’s
Morgan Road Church of the Nazarene, and | took great delight in
recommending everyone read the Herald of Holiness.

Wayne M. Warner
Battle Creek, Mich.
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Scientology Run-Ins

Chad Wilks’s September article “Can You Be a Christian and
a Scientologist?” was one of the most informative articles on a
major cult that 1’ve read in quite some time. As an apologist, I’ve
had run-ins with the Church of Scientology in New York because
| interfered in a conversion of someone from my area. As a
Christian, | have to love these people and hopefully pray that
they will see the errors of their faith.

I would also like to bring up a few points of which Mr. Wilks
may not be aware. First, although there are claims that Scientol-
ogy does not conflict with other religions or religious practices,
Scientologist John Travolta was made an honorary member of
the Church of Satan when he costarred in The Devil’s Rain in the
early ’70s. Second, just as atheist Madalyn Murray O’Hair and
Heaven’s Gate founder Marshall Applewhite had sons that be-
came Christians, so did the eldest son of L. Ron Hubbard.

Arthur Pfeiffer
Bridgeton, N.J.

Is This Necessary?

It used to be that all articles and pictures in the Herald of Holi-
ness were valuable. The Scientology article is useless. Ugly pic-
tures are not necessary.

In the World Mission 1’d give anything if they’d list M.K.’s
that are in our colleges and put their pictures in them. We would
know who we are praying for.

I and my husband had taken these magazines for years. He
went to his reward six years ago. We had been married 60 years.
Now I read them from cover to cover still.

Lora May Dorsey
Eaton, Ohio

Significant Reality

I was both stimulated and blessed after reading what | think
was the best issue of the Herald of Holiness (Sept.) | have ever
read. The articles showed an independence of thought, a true-to-
reality pragmatism, and a degree of significance that | don’t re-
call seeing in the past.

I don’t know if | was just dazed in the past and am now wak-
ing up to what you’ve been doing all along or if you really are
moving in a new direction. 1’d like to think it’s the latter. | hope
you keep up the good work, and | look forward to future issues.

Peter N. Lundell
Walnut, Calif.
Cinema-Specific

Thank you for clarifying that the General Assembly’s removal
of “cinema-specific” language from the Special Rules does not
constitute a relaxation of our stand on movies. The new Manual
statement, with the added clause urging us to avoid all entertain-
ment media and ventures that “feature or glamorize the world’s
philosophy of secularism, sensualism, and materialism,” is clear-
ly a summons to exercise even more discretion than before when
making entertainment choices. Your response was on target.

Jerry Austin
Mission, Kans.

TV Evangelists Not All Bad
The negative attention given to televangelists in the Herald is
distressing. There have been many Nazarene pastors who have
also sinned—some | could name. Some televangelists have fall-
en—but many have faithfully preached the gospel, won hundreds
of souls to Christ, and encouraged believers everywhere. Stop
casting stones—at least until we are without sin.

Jean Aufranee
Alliance, Ohio
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Remembering Your Mom

Your article about your mom struck a nerve, bringing tears of
remembrance and a sense of the blessings of God.

I am a Christian today not because of an intellectual encounter
with a compelling theory. | am a Christian today because of the
compelling, indwelling experiential reality of God in the lives of
those adults who shaped my childhood faith development.

Your mom was among those high on the list of saints who
form my heritage.

How many times was | around an altar of prayer where your
mom was praying? How many times was | present when she
spoke of the grace of God in her own life, or in her family?

Your dad could “pray the glory down” like no one else | ever
encountered! It was thunder and lightning and the voice from the
mountain. Yet your mom accomplished the same results in a qui-
eter style.

Two voices. One God. A lasting heritage.

Talking to my mom on the phone this coming Mother’s Day, |
will remember your mom with her. The life and example of
Bemiece Tracy will continue blessing future generations, and
that, though all else perish, will NOT be forgotten.

David Frisbie
Minneapolis, Minn.

Xers Seek Holiness

I am not part of generation X, but as a professor at a large uni-
versity, 1 have an opportunity to interact with Xers, and | must
disagree with the letter from M. DeJong. | find students with a
real desire to find something in our society with some “distinc-
tives.” Properly understood and presented “distinctives” can be
freeing, not restrictive. Students are looking for meaning, pur-
pose, and self-transcendence to replace self-indulgence. It is in-
teresting that international students are some of the most active
and involved in Bible study groups and acts of service. Certainly,
we do not want to use the Wesleyan-Arminian theology nor any
other theology as a spiritual whip, but it is a theology with dis-
tinctives that attract all generations when presented in love.
There is no doubt this will be more effective than more courses
in counseling or self-help books. The holiness doctrine may not
“fill the stomachs of this hungering generation,” but the God of
this doctrine and others can.

Arden Moon
Michigan State University

Cross-Gender Friendships

Healthy, innocent, deep cross-gender friendships are rare, and if
married, a person should never seek one. No one should deny that
such a relationship could change from “friend” to “just a friend”
without one even realizing what is happening. Anyone'. . . in that
situation would know what | mean. If you’re looking for a friend,
look to God! He may be the only friend you’ll have until He has
your total and undivided attention. God has mine. He and my wife
are my best friends. | applaud 19-year-old Alexander from Do-
netsk, Ukraine. Judging by his response, the young man has a grip
on reality and the Bible.

It’s also dangerous to think that being Spirit-filled, sanctified,
and holy makes dealing with sexual temptation a walk in the
park. Folks, it’s here and it’s real! Why? Because there is still a
Satan. The only way we successfully make it through the tempta-
tions is by constant prayer and help from the Holy Spirit. When
you think you have it under control, Satan has you under control.

Mark EnYart
Celina, Ohio
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“Unknown” to “Known”—Maybe

The caption under the picture on page 36 of the October Her-
ald identifies the second person from the left as “unknown.”

I would hazard the guess that it is Rev. Nelson Mink. | seem to
remember that he may have taught at the Bible college for a short
while. This looks like I remember him looking when | pastored
in northern California.

Then again, | may be totally off base. If so, it will not be the
first time.

Rob L. Staples
Leawood, Kans.
Greater Things Ahead

Thank you for your recent Herald article “What Ought to Be
Can Be.” It was highly informative, timely, encouraging, and
challenging beyond words.

I am 84 now, but | dream of greater things tomorrow.

Leroy Reedy
Sacramento, Calif.
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THE QUESTION

BOX

CONDUCTED BY WESLEY D. TRACY, Editor

Several religious groups don’t believe in the Trin-
ity. Those who do can’t explain it. Maybe we shouldn’t
make such a big deal of it. If you believe in God, you be-
lieve in God. How do you make a case for the Trinity
anyway?

A* True, several groups deny the orthodox Christian be-
lief in the Triune God. Among them, the Mormons, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, the old Worldwide Church of God, Unity,
Christian Science, and the “Jesus only” Pentecostals. Their
reasons for departing from traditional Christian thought
vary. But one cannot help but notice that these heresies
were invented by people untrained in Christian theology.
Ever since the teenage Joseph Smith claimed to have
bumped into God during a walk in the woods and noticed
that “God” was not Triune Spirit but had a male physical
body, Mormons have denied the Trinity. The Jehovah’s
Witness heterodoxy was created by a haberdasher—a man
who sold coats and hats. Herbert W. Armstrong, founder of
the Worldwide Church of God, was untrained in theology
and a failure in the advertising business before he took up
religion. Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John Wesley, on
the other hand, were all highly educated in theology—and
all orthodox in Trinitarian doctrine.

Another reason that some people reject the Trinity is be-
cause they can’t explain it. True to their roots in Middle
Ages Scholasticism, Enlightenment rationality, and Moder-
nity’s scientific method, they just can’t live with mystery.
They can no more tolerate a doctrine that cannot be reduced
to a syllogism than they can tolerate a roach in their soup.
For them, the spiritual, noumenal, and intuitional are not to
be laid aside, but thrown aside with great force.

Should we “make ... abig deal of’the Trinity? Yes in-
deed, for several reasons. 1 The doctrine of the Trinity
leads us back to our Christian roots in Israel and the Old
Testament. This is important. Who is that God whom Jesus
called Father? The seeds of Trinitarian teachings are found
in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit, for example, shows
up in the second verse of the Bible. And though few Bible
scholars regard it as the best example of exegesis, the Early
Church saw the Trinity foreshadowed in the three divine
visitors who called on Abraham at the oak of Mamre. And
what of the “I am with you” God of Exodus 3:12-14?

2. The Trinity reveals the nature of God. The Triune
God is a redeeming, loving, saving “communion of activi-
ty.” The Triune God is creative like God the Father, self-
sacrificingly redemptive like Jesus, and ever sustaining us
like the Holy Spirit. As a God of love He invites us to be-
come members of a loving, covenant, redemptive commu-
nity, part of His Body and Bride, the Church.

The God of the Holy Trinity is not a demon, not a mon-
ster. He is not even a warrior like Muhammad. If He were,
He would blessjihad (holy war) rather than the Beatitudes

and the second mile. “The holy mystery of God is not an
isolated absolute ruler but an incomprehensible, threefold
koinonia, ... the Trinity functions to call forth loving rela-
tionship ... as the highest good” (E. A. Johnson, “Trinity:
To Let the Symbol Sing Again” Theology Today, October
1997, 300).

3. Athird reason the doctrine of the Trinity is important
is that it gives balance to the Christian understanding of
God. In the Trinity we have:

God beyond us—the Father

God with us—the Son

God within us—the Holy Spirit
These dimensions of the one God are necessary, every one.
If we have only God beyond us, we have the deistic Un-
moved Mover—and songs like “God is watching us from a
distance.” If we have only God with us, we soon fall into
making God a permissive, backslapping buddy. If we have
only the God within us, we end up with Eastern pantheism
or New Age claims that we are all gods.

Your challenge to make a case for the Trinity is not real-
ly tough. In our tradition we test ideas by revelation, expe-
rience, tradition, and reason—the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.
Each of these supports the doctrine of the Triune God.

Revelation (the Bible): Besides the Old Testament roots
of the doctrine, these New Testament passages mention the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Hebrews 9:14; Matthew
28:19; Titus 3:4-6; Galatians 4:4-6; 1Corinthians 6:12; 2
Corinthians 1:21-22, 13:14; and John 14:26. Study them.

Experience: The people of God through the ages have
experienced the saving God as Father, Son, and Spirit, as
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. Some of the names that we
use to describe our experience of the threefold koinonia
God include : 1 am, | am here, | am herefor you (Rob Sta-
ples); beyond, with, within (E. A Johnson); primordial Be-
ing, expressive Being, unitive Being (John Macquarrie); Re-
vealer, Revelation, Revealedness (Karl Barth); Origin,
Word, Love (Karl Rahner); Creator, Liberator, Advocate
(Letty Russell); brightness, flashing forth, fire (Hildegard
of Bingen); eclipse, word, presence (Nicholas Nash); and
Dorothy Sayers describes the Triune God as a book
thought, written, and read (Theology Today, 310).

Tradition: Christian teachers from Paul to Augustine to
Aquinas to Luther to Wesley to Billy Graham and Mother
Teresa have endorsed Trinitarian doctrine. That’s a tradition
stronger than hot dogs, apple pie, and Chevrolet!

Reason: Human reason alone cannot fully grasp the Holy
Trinity. That’s all right. Who wants a God you can master?
Reason asks: “What makes sense?” Syllogistics, deduction,
induction, logic, dialectic, and the like cannot surround and
analyze the Trinity. But when supported by revelation, ex-
perience, and tradition, affirming the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity makes all the sense in the world.
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Vital Statistics

Deaths

AMERICA ADAMS, 91, Orlando, Fla., Aug.
24. Survivors: sons, Drexel, Rev. Kenneth;
daughters, Janet Sowder, LaVona Crowley;
7 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren.

DONA M. BISHOP, 89, Oct. 13. Sur-
vivors: sister-in-law, Agnes Bishop; several
nieces and nephews.

EARL T. BOWMAN, 91, Wichita, Kans.,
Sept. 8. Survivors: wife, Mary; son,
Charles; daughters, Juanita Bowman,
Sylvia Burnett; seven grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren.

REV. ROBERT W. BROWN, 64, pastor of
21 years, Erlanger, Ky, Aug. 29. Survivors:
wife, Lavonne; sons, Robert Douglas, Kevin;
daughters, Cheryl Redder, Robin Hoffman;
2 brothers; 3 sisters; 17 grandchildren.

REV. MEREDITH D. CLINE, 79, pastor

| for more than 40 years in
Tennessee, Georgia, and
| the Carolinas, died Oct. 6
in Concord, N.C. Sur-
| vivors: wife, Esther; sons,
Mickey, Gary; daughter,
' Billie Jean Gordon; broth-
er, Hayden; two grandchildren.

RUTH ALBERTA CLOUD, 83, Winter-
haven, Calif., Oct. 27. Survivors: husband,
Thomas; sons, Conrad, Curtis, Kenneth,
Johnny; daughter, Norma Wingblade;
brother, Lewis Unland; 15 grandchildren;
23 great-grandchildren; 1 great-great-
grandchild.

DONALD E. CONNER, 77, Oskaloosa,
lowa, Oct. 7. Survivors: daughter, Retha
Gorden; brother, Kenneth; two grandchil-
dren.

MELODY BURKE CRANE, 49, Crown
Point, Ind., Oct. 18. Survivors: parents;
three sons; one daughter; one brother; four
grandchildren.

MARTHA (TRACY) ELIADES, 91, Oct. 4.
Mrs. Eliades was the eldest daughter of vet-
eran missionaries to India Leighton and
Gertrude Tracy. Survivors: son, Tracy;
daughter, Grace Clark; brother, Philip Tracy.

REV. JAMES S. FITCH, 89, evangelist for

more than 30 years,

Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 5. He

was preceded in death by

his wife, Edith. Survivors:

numerous nieces and

nephews, including Eunice

' Trent, Gabrielle Trent,

Dorothy Simms, Joyce Hansell, Edith Fitch,
Elizabeth Ann Ward, and Paul Fitch Jr.

EVA MAE FLETCHER, 79, Scott City,
Kans., June 27. Survivors: son, Dale
Fletcher; daughters, Jeanette Taylor, Janice
Fredde, Patricia Snow; seven grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchildren.

GEORGE “WELDON" FRANKLIN, 80,
Dodge City, Kans., Sept. 19. Survivors:
wife, Ethel; son, Paul; daughter, Judith;
brother, Warren.

REV. STEWART B. FRETZ, 62, pastor for

, 36 years, including 21
years at the Pawtuckett,
R.l, Church, died Aug. 15
in North Providence, R.L
| Survivors: wife, Ruby;
mother, Edith; daughters,
Patricia St. Germaine, Car-
olyn Grover, Denise Theroux, Janet Fernan-
dez; brother, Charles; sister, Betty Jane
Lauman; nine grandchildren.
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HOWARD E. GARDNER, 72, Kenai, Alas-
ka, Aug. 31. Survivors: wife, Dorothy; son,
Bruce; daughter, Marilyn Martindale; god-
daughter, Benito Brictol; brothers, Elmer,
Robert; sisters, Lucy Smith, Mable Merkle;
six grandchildren; three great-grandchildren.

REV. OMER D. HAMILTON, 75, pastor of

imore than 30 years in
Tennessee, Kentucky, and
Indiana, died Oct. 30 in
Terre Haute, Ind. Sur-
vivors: wife, Barbara;
daughters, Helen Novak,
1Karen Beckner; brothers,
Mark, Hugh; six grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren.

RACHEL MARION (JANSICK) HANNERS,
75, Clackamas, Oreg., Oct. 23. Survivors:
husband, Rev. Andrew; daughters, Margee
Hanners, Gwyn Cejalvo, Lyndee Wallace;
six grandchildren; one great-grandson.

CORA HOFFMAN, 90, Warren, Mich.,
Oct. 25. Survivors: daughters, Marjorie
Blake, Joan DeMeritt; seven grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren.

PEARL MAE (STREET) JONES, 69,
Champaign, Ill., Sept. 12. Survivors: hus-
band, Charles; brothers, Wilbur, Ernest,
Egbert, Albert, Donald; sisters, Florence
Cook, Celia Reid.

MAYME MARIE JORDAN, 98, Nampa,
Idaho, Sept. 11. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Rev. Hugh R. Jordan. Sur-
vivors: sons, Kenneth, Jack; daughters,
Wanda Gulley, Charlotte (Little) Hughes;
sisters, Bernice Fike, Eloise Peterson; nu-
merous grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, and great-great-grandchildren.

REV. ORVILLE H. KLEVEN, 91, Long

i Bfach, Calif., Oct. 26. Rev.

Kleven served as pastor

and evangelist in the U.S.

and Europe, pioneering

the work of the Church of

the Nazarene in Denmark.

' He spent 71 years in active

ministry. Survivors: wife, Kathryn; son,

Wesley; brother, Vernon; one granddaugh-
ter; one great-granddaughter.

CARL V. LEDBETTER, 72, Midwest City,
Okla., June 6. Survivors: wife, Ernestine;
mother, Addie; son, Kenneth; daughter,
Carla Porter; sister, Belle Hendricks; one
granddaughter; two great-granddaughters.

AMY E. McCALEB, 95, Spencerville,
Ohio, Aug. 7. Survivors: daughters, Ruth
Miller, Mildred Wolfal; stepson, Elman Mc-
Caleb; stepdaughters, Lennice Helblig, Glo-
ria Burchard, Orel Smith.

ETTA MAE SMITH McMAHON, 98, Blos-
som, Tex., Sept. 14. Survivors: daughters,
Dorothy Rogers, Ruth Bennett; brother,
Ted Brannon; one grandson; several great-
grandchildren; three great-great-grandchil-
dren.

LEONA PURCHIS METCALFE, 93, song

| evangelist of many years,

Wichita Falls, Tex., Oct. 3.
Survivors: hushand, Rus-
sell Sr.; son, Russell Jr,;
daughter, Ruth Edwards; 9
grandchildren; 21 great-
1grandchildren.

WILLIAM D. MOORE, 80, Mesa, Ariz.,
Oct. 17. Survivors: wife, Wilma; sons, Bill,
Rev. John, Rev. Les, Neal; daughters,
Winola Kizzee, Anita Davis, Norma
Eiseubeis, Myra Fisher; sister, Jewel

Haven; 25 grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children; 11 great-great-grandchildren.

GERALINE B. OWEN, 74, Clarkdale,
Ariz., Sept. 12. Survivors: sons, David,
Jim; two brothers; four sisters; eight
grandchildren.

BETTY CORRINE PARK, 63, Scott City,
Kans., Nov. 8. Survivors: husband, Ralph;
daughter, Linda Dahl; three grandchildren;
two great-grandchildren.

NEVA MAE (IRWIN) PARKER, 82,

Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 15.
Survivors: husband, for-
mer pastor, educator, edi-
tor, and author Dr. J. Fred
| Parker; daughter, Peggy
Payton; sisters, Gertrude
iLong, Lois Yeend; two
grandchildren.

DOROTHY M. (YOST) PRIDDY, 88, Fort
Wayne, Ind., Oct. 29. Survivors: son,
Robert; daughters, Roberta Solts, Martha
Mitchem, Mary Lou Johnson; sister, Lileth
Stout; 13 grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children.

EDNA A. RAMSEY, 82, Deland, Fla.,
Oct. 31. Survivors: son, Charles; daugh-
ters, Lucille, Audrey, Glenda; seven broth-
ers; one sister; seven grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren.

NELLIE E. RAMSEY, 81, Palmdale, Calif.,
Oct. 1. Survivors: hushand, Rev. John;
sons, John, EarL.Rev. Fred, Wayne, Bayne;
14 grandchildren;'*great-grandchildren.

LOLA SAFFELL, 59, Sheridan, Wyo.,
Nov. 14. Survivors: husbhand, Rev. Brad,;
sons, Kent, Greg; daughter, Sherilyn; two
sisters; three brothers; five grandchildren.

CHARLIE W. SCOTT, son of former New
Mexico District Superintendent Adjar Ky
Scott, Artesia, N.Mex., Sept. 4. Survivors:
wife, Katie; 3 sons; 3 daughters; 15 grand-
children; 18 great-grandchildren.

RONALD L. SPENCER, 70, outstanding

layman at Kansas City
(Mo.) First Church, Sept.

Aug. 9. Survivors: wife, Wanda; son, Jim;
three grandchildren.

SAM VOLPI, 69, Merrionette Park, I,
Sept. 17. Survivors: sons, Sam Jr., Edward,
Leslie; daughters, Patricia Chouinard, Chris
Robson; eight grandchildren.

LESTER J. WEBB, 89, Auburn, Calif.,
Mar. 3. Survivors: wife: Iva Sue; son,
Bruce; daughters, Betty Painter, Wanda
Peabody; sister, Beulah Wood; 11 grand-
children; 16 great-grandchildren.

DR. DANIEL D. WILKINSON, 46, St
Louis, Mo., Aug. 5. Survivors: wife, Gayle
mother, Ruth; son, Erik; daughter, Sarah:
one grandson.

KENNETH L. WOODWARD, 64, Spring-
dale, Ark., Nov. 5. Survivors: parents, Rev.
and Mrs. Forrest Woodward; son, Kurt;
daughters, Kenita, Kara, Kimberly; broth-
ers, Rick, Gerry, and Terry; sister, Carla
Brown; 12 grandchildren.

Births

to DAVID and EMMA (JOHNSON) AH
SING, Edwards, Calif., a boy, John Loapa-
ka, Sept. 29.

to KEVIN and SUEANN (VOGELMANN)

ANGEL, Tavares, Fla., a girl, Bethany Sue,

Sept. 11.

to PAUL and BECKY BODEN, Dry Ridge,
Ky., a girl, Sarah Ann, Sept. 17.

to JERRY and MICHELLE BROWN, Fort
Worth, Tex., a girl, Deanna Lynne, Feb. 6.

to SCOTT and THERESA (EVANS)
BROWN, Belton, Tex., a girl, Kyrie Nicole,

Oct. 17.

— .to ROBERT and BECKY (MILLER) DE-
LAIR, Dayton, Ohio, a boy, Cody Robert,
July 4.

to RUSTY and PAMELA (TAYLOR)
FULLING, Olathe, Kans., a girl, Amber
Lane, Oct. 13.

to CHARLES and CHERYL JOHNSON,
Lexington, S.C., a girl, Olivia Lynne, Jan.
29.

28. Survivorsto ANGR¥,and AMY (BENNETT) KITCHEN,

Catherine; son, Stephen;

daughters, Susan Mitchell,

Sharon Howard; brother,

William; twin brother,
Donald; six grandchildren. He was preced-
ed in death by a brother, Arthur.

REV. JESS STAMPER, pastor of many

| years in the state of Wis-

consin, died Nov. 1 in Vi-

rogua, Wis. Survivors:

wife, Pauline; sons,

Michael, Steven, Timothy;

daughters, Peggy Belland,

' Mary Heckman, Jennifer

Zogg; brother, Howard; sisters, Melissa

Radanz, Gladys Forrest; 14 grandchildren;
8 great-grandchildren.

LILLIAN L. TAYLOR, 94, Mount
Ephraim, N.J., Sept. 4. Survivors: son,
Timothy; daughters, Rev. Lorraine Ot-
tinger, Yvonne Wilde; 11 grandchildren; 21
great-grandchildren; 4 great-great-grand-
children.

WILLIAM LEON TINKEL, 70, Aug. 23.
Survivors: wife, Ruth; sons, Gary, Kevin;
daughter, Sharon Newby; mother, Levona;
four brothers; two sisters; two grand-
daughters.

GERVAS WILLIAM TURR, 79, Yorkton,
Sask., Oct. 25. Survivor: wife, Anna.

BILL B. TYRRELL, 77, Shattuck, Okla.,

La Crescenta, Calif, a boy, Grant Alexan-
der, Sept. 16.

to ANTHONY and BARBARA (CRAIG)
MANSWELL, Rimbey, Alta., a boy, Kenrick
Anthony Daniel, Mar. 25.

to REV. VIRGIL and MARY PETERSON,
Mankato, Minn., a girl, Naomi Leigh, Aug.
16.

to JARRELL and YVONNE (ELDRIDGE)
PRENTICE, Edmond, Okla., twin boys, Ja-
cob Curdis and Joel Keith, Apr. 23.

to REV. PAUL and ELAINE PRINCE,
Willimantic, Conn., a girl, Kelee Marie,
Sept. 29.

to JOSEPH and JENNIFER (BOGATAY)
SAYEGH, Greenville, S.C., a boy, Isaiah
Michael, Oct. 3.

to REVS. GARY and PENNEY SIDLE,
Stonewood, W.Va., a girl, Alyssa Kay, Oct.
28.

to DIRK and RUTH (BOYETT) STEEN-
BERGEN, Valley, Ala., a boy, Landon Dirk,
July 15.

to KIRBY and ANNE SUTTON, Fairfax,
Va., a girl, Lauren Anne, Aug. 5.

to JAMES and NANCY TRIPPETT.
Calumet, Okla., a boy, Benjamin Aaron,
Sept. 28.

to JOEY and KRISTA (HASSELBRING)
WENNINGER, Indianapolis, Ind., a boy,
Ryan Joseph, Oct. 19.
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to JOHN DAVID and TRACY (SKINNER)
WHITAKER, Enid, Okla.. a boy, Mitchell
Graham, May 15.

Marriages

CAROLE HAILE and WALTER ALEXAN-
DER, Nov. 1 at Sacramento, Calif.

REBECCA L. KINZLER and MARK A.
FREDRICKSON, May 31 at San Francisco,
Calif.

Anniversaries

CHARLES and ANN GORMAN, song
evangelists, Louisville, Ky, celebrated their
50th anniversary Sept. 15 with a reception
hosted by their nieces and nephew at the
Christian Church in Waddy, Ky.

REV. W. E. (BILL) and BETTY NAILL cel-
ebrated their 50th anniversary Oct. 18 with
a reception at Beulah, N.Dak., Church of
the Nazarene. The Naills have two children,
six grandchildren, and three great-grand-
children.

Announcements

HILLSDALE, MICH., CHURCH celebrated
its 60th anniversary Nov. 9. Former pastor
Rev. Jack Holcomb was the speaker, and
Rev. Paul Dickinson the featured singer.

MELBOURNE (ELA.) EAU GALLIE
CHURCH will celebrate its 40th anniversary
Mar. 15 with a 10 a.m. worship service and
2 p.m. celebration service.

Former district superintendents, pastors,
members, and friends are invited. For more
information, contact Pastor Glen D.
Matthews Jr., 4873 Verona Cir., Melbourne,
FL 32940, 407-242-8822 or 407-259-3769,
or Mrs. Mary Whitney at 407-773-1369.

TORONTO (ONT.) MAIN STREET
CHURCH will celebrate its 60th anniversary
Mar. 7-9.

Former pastors, members, and friends
are invited. For more information or to
send old photos or memorabilia, contact
Mrs. Maxine Toomey, 359 Main St., Toron-
to, ON M4C 4X6.

FOR THE RECORD

Moving Ministers

ROBERT R. APPLEBY, from evangelism to
pastor, Belen (N.Mex.) Rio Communities
Lighthouse

GARY BECHTEL, from New Harmony (Ind.)
Harmony Chapel to Seymour (Ind.) Pe-
ter's Switch

HAROLD W. BERCIUNAS, to pastor,
Kansas City (Kans.) Hope Center

WAYNE BITTLE, from Ozark, Ark., to Cabot
(Ark.) Russell Chapel

JOHN M. BLEDSOE, from Havelock, N.C.,
to Old Hickory, Tenn.

ROBERT J. COEN, from Potterville, Mich.,
to Syracuse, Ohio

WILSON DEATON, from Alpena, Mich., to
Sumner (Mich.) Center

TIMOTHY S. DIXON, from Princeton,
W.Va., to Winfield, W.va.

CECIL L. GRAY, from Atlanta (Ga.) River-
side to Hueytown, Ala.

RUSTY D. GRAY, from associate, Lakeland
(Fla.) Lake Gibson, to associate, Ottawa
(I11.) First

STEVEN HUNT, to pastor, Lemmon Valley
(Calif.) Calvary
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PAUL T. IMBODEN, from Richmond
Heights, Ohio, to associate, Corry, Pa.
LYNN E. JOHNSON, from Fort Smith (Ark.)
Trinity to Monroe (La.) CTM

HENRY W. KERN, from pastor, Merritt
Road, Mich., to associate, Warren
Woods, Mich.

WAYNE LaFORCE, from missionary to as-
sociate, Olathe (Kans.) College

RICHARD H. LASHLEY, from Flint (Mich.)
South to Laurel, Mont.

JEFFREY L. LeBERT, from Russellville,
Ark., to McCroy, Ark.

RICHARD E. LEE, from pastor, Kempton,
Ill., to associate, Danville (lll.) Southside

ARNOLD G. LEIDY, from evangelism to
pastor, Moriarity, N.Mex.

WALTER T. MAHANEY, from Chestertown,
Mo., to St. Alban's, Vt.

TIMOTHY K. MARLIN, from Kelliher,
Minn., to Broadview, N.Mex.

JOHN P. McNEW, to pastor, Hickory
Plains, Ark.

JAMES A. MEADOWS, from Archer, Fla., to
East Brewton, Ala.

DONALD T. SCHINK, to pastor, Mount Erie,
I,

TIMOTHY W. SHEA, from Gladstone, Mo,
to Nikiki, Alaska

MICHAEL P. SHELTON, from Kansas City
(Kans.) Stony Point to Fresno (Calif.)
First

DAVID SHORE, from St. Joseph (Mo.)
Northside to Belton, Mo.

MARK E. STEINERT, from Hamilton (Ohio)
Millville to Charleston (W.Va.) Southeast

WILLIAM STIRES, from pastor, Syracuse,
Ohio, to evangelism

RICHARD L. SUNDERMEYER II, from stu-
dent, Nazarene Bible College, to pastor,
Topeka (Kans.) Family Life Fellowship
CT™

MATT THOMPSON, from student, Mi-
dAmerica Nazarene University, to pas-
tor, El Reno (Okla.) Olivet

KENNETH H. TIMBLIN, to pastor, Tularosa,
N.Mex.

J. TIMOTHY WHITE, from McPherson,
Kans., to Pryor, Okla.
MALCOLM H. WHITE JR., from Williman-
tic, Conn., to Windsor (Conn.) Calvary
CHRISTOPHER WILEY, from associate,
Cambridge (Mass.) First, to pastor, Den-
nis (Mass.) Cape Cod

DENNIS S. WILSON, from associate, Tren-
ton, Ohio, to pastor, Germantown, Ohio

E. GUY WRIGHT, from pastor, Winfield,
W.Va., to evangelism

J. L. (RIP) WRIGHT, from Knox (Pa.) Faith
to Mercer, Pa.

TIMOTHY P. YOUNG, from evangelism to
pastor, Collinsville (Ill.) First

Moving Missionaries

CRAFT, ROBERT and RAMONA, from Cull-
man, Ala., to the Philippines

HANNAY, SCOTT and PAMELA, from
Bethany, Okla., to Guatemala

HICKEL, JACK and JANE, from Swaziland
to Anchorage, Alaska

HUGHES, GARY and KATHY, from Belfair,
Wash., to Argentina

KAMMERMAN, CINDA, from Kazakstan to
Sumter, S.C.

KOENIG, JOSEPH and MARTA, from Man-
son. Wash., to Argentina

LINGENFELTER, RANDY and KAREN, from

Norris, Ill., to Western Samoa

McKELLIPS, BRUCE and CINDA, from
Prescott, Ariz., to Ecuador

PATNODE, TERRY and DONNA, from
Guatemala to Shawnee Mission, Kans.

SCHULER, SUZANNE, from Romania to
Ocala, Fla.

SIERRAS, RAMON and BLANCA, from
Chile to Olathe, Kans.

WATERS, TERRY and LAN, from Vietnam
to Tampa, Fla.

Recommendations

The following have been recommended
by their respective district superintendents:

DAVID and CHARLENE ADAMS, song
evangelists, 625 S. 22nd St., New Castle,
IN 47362, by Ted R. Lee, Indianapolis Dis-
trict.

DIANE ALTES, song evangelist, 1720
Greenway Ave., Yukon, OK 73099, 405-
354-9728, by Jerry W. White, Northwest
Oklahoma District.

MITCH and ALICE HEDGE, evangelist
and song evangelists, 5504 Adoric Ct.,
Lexington, KY 40517, 606-245-4493, by
Lowell T. Clyburn, Kentucky District.

DIRECTORIES

BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS:
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO
64131. James H. Diehl, chairman; Paul G.
Cunningham, vice-chairman; Jerry D.
Porter, secretary; John A. Knight, William
J. Prince, Jim L. Bond.

Point Loma

Nazarene
College

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITI:
V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cambridge, Olathe, KS
66062; Orville W. Jenkins, 2309 W. 103rd
St., Leawood, KS 66206; William M.
Greathouse, 1179 Rosewood Tr., Mount
Juliet, TN 37122; Eugene L. Stowe, 5555 S.
Emporia Cir., Englewood, CO 80111-3635;
Raymond W. Hurn, 7810 W. 118th, Over-
land Park, KS 66210; Jerald D. Johnson,
5112 W. Cove, Boise, ID 83703; Donald D.
Owens, 30 Holly Dr., Olathe, KS 66062.

Notice

Vital Statistics are printed as soon as
possible after they are received. When sub-
mitting information, please observe the fol-
lowing guidelines:

DEATHS: Please provide name, age,
hometown, date of death, names of sur-
vivors, and their relationship to the de-
ceased.

BIRTHS: Please provide parents’ names,
hometown, name and sex of child, and
date of birth.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please
submit church announcements at least
three months prior to the issue you want
the notice to be printed in.

Please include your name and phone
number and send the information to:

Herald of Holiness
Attn: Vital Statistics
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131
E-mail: herald@nazarene.org
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has opened the search for faculty in the following areas:

Business: Industrial

Organizational

Psychology/
International
Business
Finance
Communication
Studies:

Literature:

Rhetoric

American
Literature and
Writing

Mathematics: Mathematics
Education

Choral
Conducting

Music:

Teacher

Education: Secondary
Reading/
Curriculum

Elementary
Reading/
Language
Acquisition

Candidates with terminal degrees (completed or nearly complet-
ed) in any of these areas should send a letter describing their

interest in the college, along with a current curriculum vitae and
statements of personal faith and commitment to Christian higher

education, to:

Dr. Patrick Allen

Vice President for Academic Affairs
Point Loma Nazarene College

3900 Lomaland Drive

San Diego, CA 92106
www.ptloma.edu
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NEWS OF RELIGION

The Silence Is Broken: Persecution of Christians Is a Reality

The persecution of Christians around
the world has come to the public’s at-
tention in recent months by several
means, such as, proposed legislation be-
fore the U.S. Congress; television and
radio; newspapers and magazines; and
the International Day Of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church (IDOP).

“Shatter the Silence” was the theme
for IDOP on November 16, which was
an organized effort by Evangelical
churches to make people aware of the
atrocities encountered by Christians in
many world areas today.

Shock. Denial. Disbelief. Anger.
Sympathy. These are but a few of the
emotions that the public experience as
they learn what thousands of Christian
believers face today for their faith. Yet,
Christians, especially in the western
hemisphere, need to know the scope and
extent of religious persecution.

t Fact: More people have been mar-
tyred for their faith in Jesus Christ in
this century than all the previous 19
centuries combined.

News Briefs

e U.S. Visa Law for Religious
Workers Extended. The Religious
Professionals and Other Religious
Workers provision in the Immigration
and Nationality Act was renewed for
three years by Congress. The provision
that permits religious organizations
such as the Wycliffe Translators to
employ non-Americans to work in its
U.S. office was in serious jeopardy.
Lamar Smith, Texas Congressman and
author of the original 1990 bill, report-
ed “a troubling number of scams” in
which the provision was used to bring
illegals into the country. Some church-
es even sold the visas to the highest
bidders.

« Bob Jones Jr. Dead at 86. Jones,
president of Bob Jones University,
died November 12 of abdominal can-
cer. Jones served as president from
1947 to 1997. His father founded the
Fundamentalist school.

« Something to Boycott. Totem In-
ternational may soon join Disney on
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Here are some recent stories of the
carnage against Christians:

t Saudi Arabia. The government
carried out the beheading of two Fil-
ipino Christians, accusing them of rob-
bery. Yet fellow inmates testified that

the two were imprisoned for their faith
and had actively led Bible studies and
prayers while in jail.

t Sudan. A reign of terror has result-
ed in the deaths of 1.5 million during
the last decade. Christian families are
broken up by abduction, imprisonment,
torture, and execution.

the Evangelical boycott list. Totem is
marketing “Billy,” the first officially
homosexual doll. The 13-inch toy is

billed as a “proud gay doll.”

¢ New Director for Navigators.

Allen Andrews has succeeded Terry

Taylor as U.S. director of Navigators.
He has worked for this
evangelization and disci-
pling agency for 33
years. Former Navigators
assignments were in
Canada and Asia.

» Kevorkian to Deal in Human Or-
gans. The suicide doctor is offering to
harvest organs from the patients he
helps to kill. The organs will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served basis.
World magazine quotes Kevorkian as
saying, “There will be patients begging
doctors for the kidneys and livers that |
[will] have available in my office.”

¢ Insurance Against Virgin Birth.
Some 300 London women have paid
$120 each to buy insurance policies
covering virgin births by an act of
God. The firm brokering the policies is

t Ecuador. Robbers shot and killed a
Christian Reformed missionary in Quito
as his wife and two children watched in
horror. When Neal Eldrenkamp, 38, and
his family stopped on the outskirts of
Quito to take pictures, three armed men
murdered the young missionary.

t China. Three Chinese leaders were
beaten to death in separate incidents by
government authorities because of their
religious activities. In just three months,
more than 100 house church leaders
were arrested. For example, Chinese
house leader Xu Yongze, 56, was sen-
tenced to 10 years in a labor camp.

t Paskistan. An armed mob attacked
a Christian village and neighboring
towns, killing two people and destroy-
ing everything in its path, including
1,500 homes, 13 churches, and 3 Salva-
tion Army centers.

t Iran. A minister was hanged for
apostasy. His body was wrapped and
sent as a Christmas present to his blind
widow and four children.

The silence has been broken.

Goodfellow Rebecca Ingrams Pearson.
The company also sells insurance
against impregnation by an alien, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

« Unification Church Under Fire.
Shortly after Rev. Sun Myung Moon
launched his newspaper Times ofthe
World in Buenos Aires, his Unification
Church is being vigorously opposed in
several Latin American
countries. Venezuela,
Honduras, Costa Rica,
and El Salvador have
made moves to restrict
the cult. Honduran
Catholic Archbishop
Oscar Rodriguez called Moon’s
church a “pernicious plague.”

e Superstar Actor Hangs Himself.
Anthony Wheeler, who played Judas
in the musical Jesus Christ Superstar,
hanged himself on stage before 500
people. In the play Judas hangs him-
self, but a safety harness protects the
actor. This time, however, the Liver-
pool, England, performer discarded the
harness and took his own life.
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Do you catch a whiffofrevolution
In the Sabbath air?

Rest and Revolution

e Sabbath—isn’t it most-
y an outmoded custom
that has lost all relevance
to the complex, busy
world we live in? Isn’t it
naive to expect people to
set aside an entire day

By Kenneth L. Gibble

respite from work, a day for rest,
refreshment, renewal.

Into the natural rhythm of cre-
ation of day and night, summer
and winter, seedtime and harvest
(Genesis 8:22), said the Hebrew
people, God has introduced a

each week as a “day of rest”? rhythm of blessing, a holy rhythm

It’s true that a mist of nostalgic
longing hovers over the
faith tradition called Sab-
bath. The words of the
commandment in Exodus
run “Remember the sab-
bath day.”

Sabbath Rest

This command to re-
member does not simply
mean “Don’t forget to ob-
serve the Sabbath”; it also
is a reminder to recall what
happened at creation: “For
in six days the Lora made
heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but
rested the seventh day; therefore
the Lora blessed the sabbath
day and consecrated it” (20:8, 11,
NRSV).

The Jewish tradition of Sabbath
intimates a kind of wistful yearn-
ing for return to original creation.
Sabbath is the way God intended
life to be ordered, with a built-in
rhythm of rest and refreshment.
Yes, there is work to be done, but
there is also, by God’s grace, a
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called Sabbath. The Sabbath is a

E very now and then the

MUSIC OF SABBATH

LIBERATION RINGS IN OUR
EARS, AND OUR MINDS AND
HEARTS SING ITS MELODY.

gift from God intended to benefit
the human family.

The rhythm of modem life is all
but isolated from the rhythms of
the natural order. Night and day?
We use electricity to create our
own daylight with a flip of a
switch. Seedtime and harvest? A
backyard garden is about as close
to it as most people get—modem
transportation means the super-
market has every kind of food

available regardless of the season.
Summer and winter? We escape
summer heat and winter chill with
air conditioning and central heat-
ing.

It wasn’t too many years ago
that Sabbath laws, called “blue
laws,” ordered social life in nearly
every community in North Ameri-
ca. Many adults can re-
member growing up in
churches and homes where
the weight of restrictions
of what they could do on
the Sabbath was so heavy
that they rebelled (or
would have if they could
have). In such circum-
stances, the word of Jesus
concerning the Sabbath
was liberating: “The sab-
bath was made for hu-
mankind, and not human-
kind for the sabbath”
(Mark 2:27, nrsv).

The situation has
changed. Most of us do not live in
a rural or small-town setting. The
blue laws are nearly all gone.
Shopping malls not only are open
on the Sabbath but are crowded.
Weekends get jammed with er-
rands to run, social obligations,
and travel.

So many of us, myself included,
don’t seem to know how to rest
anymore, to be still and at home in
the presence of God. In an attempt
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to escape from the work routine,
we invest in the machinery of
leisure: campers, skiing equip-
ment, boats, and bicycles. The
more money we spend on them,
the more we feel obligated to use
them to justify the expense.

We become captives of what we
consume. Instead of being a means

January 1998

of refreshment, they turn into yet
another obligation, one more thing
to rob us of the genuine re-creation
we so desperately long for.

We have great need to hear the
blessing in the words of the fourth
commandment in Exodus: “Re-
member the sabbath day, and keep
it hOIy” (208, nrsv).

H. Armstrong Roberts

Sabbath Celebration

This Sabbath commandment also
appears in Deuteronomy, but there
are subtle yet important dilferences
between it and the Exodus version.
In Deuteronomy, the reason for ob-
serving the Sabbath is not, as in Ex-
odus, the remembrance of God's
resting after creation. Rather, “You
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shall remember that you were
a slave in the land of Egypt,
and the Lora your God
brought you out ... by a
mighty hand” (5:15, nasb).

Here the Sabbath is under-
stood as a remembrance and
celebration of the Hebrew lib-
eration day, the Exodus, when
the chains of slavery were
broken by God’s mighty hand.
This explains why the Deu-
teronomy version of the Sab-
bath commandment puts spe-
cial emphasis on the treatment
of servants. True, the Exodus
version also mentions that
male and female servants as
well as cattle shall participate
in Sabbath. But in Deu-
teronomy this idea is under-
lined with the words “that
your male and female slave
may rest as well as you. Re-
member that you were a
slave” (5:14-15, nrsv). And
Deuteronomy adds to the list
of those who shall rest two
beasts of burden, the ox and
the donkey. Even the work an-
imals are blessed by Sabbath!

Thus Sabbath is not only a
remembering of creation and
our need for rest and refresh-
ment but also a celebration of
God’s power to free the cap-
tives. On the Sabbath there
are no masters and slaves, on-
ly liberated people.

Sabbath Revolution

Do you catch the whiff of
revolution in the Sabbath air?
Surely it was not accidental
that Jesus seemed to make a
point of healing people on the
Sabbath, of breaking a fos-
silized religious law to dem-
onstrate that God desired
health and salvation for all.

Is that why religious peo-
ple have so often domesticated
the Sabbath? Are the implica-
tions of its true signifi-
cance too frightening? Per-
haps. Freedom, after all, can
be a scary thing, especially
the kind of freedom the
Almighty desires for the hu-
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Life’s Winters

When God’s beloved suffer,
When the winter winds blow wild,
The trees, although rooted deeply,

Bend their boughs with snow defiled.
The branches that reached to heaven,
The trunks that held them high,
Now seem to shake and tremble

In the cold and darkened sky.

And the trees, their memories shortened
By the chill within their bark,
Rant and rave against their Maker,
“Where’s the leaf, and where’s the lark?
Where are those who sat around me?

I would settle for just one.

Why not send eternal springtime?
Why not send eternal sun?”

But the chilling’s change is charted
By the hand of loving God.

First, assurance of His presence—
Through snowy vines a gentle nod.
And a warmth—though not of
springtime—

Comes to thaw the inner rings.

The tree still stands through storm time,
And its risen branches sing.

—Kathryn Burns

man family. But every now
and then the music of Sab-
bath liberation rings in our
ears, and our minds and
hearts sing its melody. And
the Holy One breaks through
the defenses we have erected
against the liberating truth of
freedom and justice.

To observe Sabbath is not
only to affirm our need of
rest and refreshment but also
to say yes to God’s radical
justice, where the barriers be-
tween rich and poor, male
and female, parent and child,
Black and White all fall
away. To take Sabbath seri-
ously is to participate in the
rule of God that sets captives
free. Worship on the Sabbath
thus becomes a revolutionary
event, a celebration of the di-
vine power that turns the
world upside down!

For Christians, the radical
nature of Sabbath is under-
scored both by when we ob-
serve it and by what we call
it. We observe Sabbath on the
first day of the week because
it was on that day that our
Lord was raised from the
tomb. The ultimate power of
God is displayed in a dramat-
ic victory over death demon-
strated in the Resurrection.
We are liberated people in-
deed, set free from the captiv-
ity of death and blessed with
the hope of eternal life.

And so we call Sabbath by
a new name: the Lord’s day.
As the apostle Paul put it:
“So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation:
everything old has passed
away; see, everything has be-
come new!” (2 Corinthians
5:17, nrsv). Even Sabbath is
new. On the Lord’s day we
not only find refreshment for
our spirits and a promise of
true freedom but also gather
to celebrate in our worship
the joy that comes from the
Holy One who, in Christ,
makes all things new. A
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THE

UNHERALDED

rnest and Mildred Gibbs re-
cently celebrated 70 years of
marriage—a significant
event and a rare accomplish-
ment. This humble, self-ef-
facing couple have perse-
vered seven decades of a

by J. Wesley Eby

potatoes for only one cent a pound
and eggs for seven cents a dozen.
Forced to abandon the farm, E. N.

went back to Phillips Petroleum, this

time in Oklahoma City. Next, in
quick succession, his company
moved him to Odessa, Texas;

simple life, yet a life packed with Kansas City; and Borger, Texas.

delights and heartaches, challenges
and achievements. And throughout

Simple

their years together, they have
shared a simple faith in God.

He, 92, was bom in Texas. She,
88, began her life in Oklahoma.
They met in high school in
McAlester, Oklahoma, dating for
three years. He and she decided to
become they and set their wedding
for August 4, 1927. They became
one, pledging to love and cherish
each other until death would sepa-
rate them.

In the early days of their mar-
riage, Ernest’s employment
was diverse, both jobwise
and placewise. He worked
for Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany. Then they moved to
Avrizona so Ernest—also
known as E. N.—could
work in a copper mine; but
when that job fizzled out,
they returned to Oklahoma.
By this time the Great De-
pression was smothering the
nation. Times were tough;
nowork was available. The
Gibbses rented a small farm;
but because of the depressed
economy, the couple sold

Their moving abruptly stopped in
Carlsbad, New Mexico. E. N. hired

Folks,

SImp

on with U.S. Potash in 1940, and to-
day the Gibbses still reside in this
small, southeastern city in the Land
of Enchantment.

The church was a vital part of
both Ernest and Mildred’s lives
while growing up—he a Methodist
and she a Baptist. As husband and
wife, they faithfully attended the

Ernest and Mildred Gibbs at their 70th wedding anniversary
celebration.

Methodist church.

When farming in Oklahoma, they
became acquainted with the Church
of the Nazarene through Rev. A. L.
James, a pastor and prison chaplain,
who conducted revivals each sum-
mer nearby. When they forsook the
farm and moved to Oklahoma City,
the Gibbses joined “Brother James’s™
church in 1937, a 60-year-old deci-
sion they have never regretted.

Carlsbad did not have an orga-
nized Church of the Nazarene when

e Faith

the Gibbses arrived, but one was just
beginning. They quickly joined the
small group of new Nazarenes, and
when the charter was signed later
that year, the names “Ernest and
Mildred Gibbs” were penned with
the rest. E. N. became the first Sun-
day School superintendent, a posi-
tion he held for the next 11 years.
Mildred was elected the first
president of the youth
group, then known as
NYPS. Later, she became
the NWMS president. Both
of them were active, in-
church-every-time-the-
doors-were-open members.
Each day as E. N. rode
the bus to the potash mines,
he sat by a different man.
After becoming acquainted,
he would ask if he and his
family attended church. If
the man responded no,
Ernest would give the man’s
name to his wife, who with
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her friend Lequannah Weise, would
visit the family and invite them to
church. That surefire strategy ex-
celled; attendance at Carlsbad First
increased greatly.

After 10 years in the potash
mines, E. N. bought a Laundromat.
He and Mildred used this business
as an outreach. Every customer was
a prospect for Christ and the church.
No pressure tactics, .lust loving oth-
ers into the Kingdom

In 1956 the New Mexico District

E. N. and Mildred Gibbs (sitting) with their pastor and his wife,

Ed and Beth Kneeland.

planted another Nazarene church in
the fast-growing city of Carlsbad.
The Gibbses joined 15 others as
charter members of Carlsbad Church
Street Church. E. N. was elected a
trustee and—you might guess it—
Sunday School superintendent (a re-
sponsibility he accepted for a total of
35 years in the two Carlsbad church-
es). Under Brother Gibbs’s leader-
ship, members called in the neigh-
borhood, and the baby congregation
grew and grew and grew. In 6 years
it was averaging 164.

One of the persons touched by the
church’s outreach was B. E. Greg-
ston. At the age of 33, he had never
attended Sunday School. According
to his testimony, he visited this new
church with his wife and two chil-
dren “to get out of my ignorance of
not knowing what a Christian really
was.” After attending a few classes,
B. E. decided he “wanted what those
people had.” One night he invited
the Gibbses to come to his house “to
explain the so-called plan of salva-
tion.” B. E. tells the story this way:

After talking awhile, Sister Gibbs
looked at me and said, “You’re under
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conviction, aren't you?”

| said, “I'm sure under some-
thing."

“Would you like to pray?”

“Yes, ma’am.”

So she and Ernest, and my wife
and two children, knelt at my couch,
and | accepted Christ!

That was typical of the Gibbses.
They were always anxious to see
someone converted. I’ve watched
them do this for approximately 40
years, and they're still at it!

The Gibbses had
one daughter, who
died at only six
weeks. But they nev-
er lacked for chil-
dren in their lives.
The kids all around
them, even within a
25-mile radius, be-
came their children.
E. N. drove to White
City every Sunday
—which was more
than 100 miles for
two round-trips—to
pick up Nadine Spurlock and her
mother for church. Today Nadine is
Sunday School superintendent in a
Nazarene church in Albuquerque.

“To think about Mildred and E. N.
Gibbs brings a warm feeling inside,”
says Carol Williams Curbello. “I be-
gan attending church when 1was 13
years old. Itjust happened to be the
church that Brother and Sister Gibbs
attended. They loved and welcomed
me just as if | were someone truly
important. Their love was always
extended to my family also. It made
me feel as if | belonged, even if my
family did not attend.”

“Brother and Sister Gibbs are car-
ing people,” says their pastor, Ed
Kneeland. “I will often find an apple
or fresh vegetables on my office
desk. There will be no note, no
name, but I know who put it there.
It’s their way of showing support for
their pastor.”

A simple life. A simple faith. The
right ingredients for a happy, suc-
cessful marriage—one that’s lasted
for 70 years. “And we give all the
glory to God,” E. N. and Mildred
quickly add.
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Ann Kiemel Anderson
has been writing and speaking for nearly 20 years. Her books
include the best-selling i'm out to change my world, i gave God

line, and i love the word impossible. Ann lives near Fresno,

California, with her husband and four sons.
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by Ann Kiemel Anderson

David didn’t know if he would live. Serafino didn't
know he would die. God knew both.

“this is a story about God.” The quiet, simple
statement resounds with power throughout this
true tale of two men, an amazing surgical team, an
impossible surgery, and the God of the universe.
Set within the framework of David Nash's touching
story of miraculous healing, Gods hand working
for good in all things is illuminated by Ann}
compelling writing. Experience not only David's
struggle but the interweaving of his life with the
life of the gentle Italian Serafino, the talent of the
transplant team at the University of lllinois at
Chicago Medical Center, and the loving faithful-
ness of God.

In her first book in over 5 years, Ann Kiemel
Anderson brings her sincere love of the Creator
and a deep understanding of the message of this
miracle to the attention of the enrapt reader.
Inspirational, Hardback

HHO083-411-7312, $14.99
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