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Drag-Proof 
Your Kids

by Steve Arterburn and Jim Bums

I
f  I had it to do over, I w ould 
have looked for help earlier. 
We w ould have put together 
a p lan  to  p o ss ib ly  p re v en t 
the heartaches w e’ve experi­
enced  from  T in a’s drug ad ­
diction. We ju s t kept w ishing 
it away, and it kept getting w orse” 

(T ina’s mom).
“W hen I was R euben’s 

age, I never heard o f kids 
d itc h in g  sch o o l to  tak e  
drugs and drink. M aybe I 
w as  n a iv e ,  b u t I d o n ’t 
th in k  it h appened  as o f­
te n . C h e m ic a l  a b u s e  
sca re s  m e to  d ea th , b e ­
cause I have no idea what 
to do” (R euben’s father).

If  y ou ’re like us, m any 
t im e s  y o u  fe e l  o v e r ­
whelm ed as a parent. You 
feel the battle is too diffi­
c u lt, th e  v ic to r ie s  too  few . You 
start to think you can ’t do anything 
to help  your ch ildren  m ake good 
decisions. H eredity or fate, you tell 
y o u rse lf, has a lready  determ ined  
the outcom e.

T ake h ea rt; d o n ’t g iv e  up. By 
y o u r ac tio n s , you  can  he lp  y o u r 
children avoid a m ultitude o f  p rob­
lem s, in c lu d in g  a lc o h o lism  and  
d ru g  a d d ic t io n . A s p a re n ts ,  w e 
c a n ’t p rev en t p ro b lem s 100 p e r ­
cent o f  the tim e, but we can rad i­
c a lly  d ec re a se  the  l ik e lih o o d  o f  
drug use by our children.

The Parents’ Role
Y our ex am p le  is the  m ost im ­

p o r ta n t to o l. S tu d ie s  sh o w  th a t 
m a n y  f a c to r s  in f lu e n c e  t e e n s ’ 
drug-use decisions, but parental a t­
titudes and ac tions can in fluence

them  m ost. A sk y o u rse lf  the fo l­
low ing questions:

•  Is your m edicine cab ine t full 
o f  m ood-altering chem icals?

•  D o  y o u  m e d ic a te  y o u r s e l f  
w ith prescrip tion drugs or alcohol 
any tim e you feel distress or pain?

•  D o  y o u  h a v e  a r o u t in e  o f  
needing an after-w ork drink or an

after-d inner sm oke?
•  D o y ou  h an g  on  to 

p re sc rip tio n  d ru g s— ju s t 
in  c a s e — r a th e r  th a n  
th row ing  them  out w hen 
the problem  subsides?

•  D o you lack  resp ect 
fo r  th e  law  a n d  ig n o re  
driv ing regulations?

If you find yourse lf an ­
sw e r in g  y es  to  m o s t o f  
these questions, you need 
to  m ak e  so m e  c h a n g e s . 
T h e  key to  b e in g  an e f ­

fective p reven tion  tool is being a 
parent in process. T hat m eans you 
d o n ’t c la im  to  h a v e  a ll th e  a n ­
sw e rs . Y o u ’re  w il l in g  to  a d m it 
m is ta k e s  to  y o u r  c h i ld r e n .  By 
w o rd  an d  d eed , y ou  co n v e y  the

I f  y o u r  k id s  h a n g  o u t
WITH FRIENDS WHO USE 

MARIJUANA, YOUR CHILDREN 
PROBABLY DO TOO.
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young New York woman rolling a marijuana smoke Richard Lord

idea that in your fam ily everyone 
is grow ing, m aking m istakes, con­
fessin g  erro rs , learn in g  from  the 
experience, and receiv ing encour­
agem ent to try again.

O ften  ch ild ren  m ake irra tiona l 
decisions based on im pulse. This 
is typ ical o f  a firs t d rink . U nder 
pressure, they succum b. If  th ey ’ve 
been brought up in an atm osphere 
o f rigidity, they m ay feel trapped 
in the behavior.

Even though they w ant to stop, 
children  who never see their p ar­
ents adm it m istakes tend to feel a 
p erson  c a n ’t tu rn  back  from  bad 
decisions. Show your children how 
to m ake good decisions. And when 
you m ake poor ones, be w illing to 
adm it them , learn from  them , and 
go forward.

This is an area I (Jim ) am w ork­
ing on w ith m y fam ily. M y w ife, 
C athy, says I som etim es exude a 
“ho lier than th o u ” a ttitude , e sp e ­
c ia l ly  a ro u n d  th e  k id s . L a te ly , 
w h en  i t ’s b e d tim e  an d  w e p ray  
with our daughters, I ’ve been dis­
cussing som e o f m y struggles. I ’m 
am azed  how  our p ray er tim e has 
changed as a result. W hen I 'm  vul­
nerable, th ey ’re vulnerable. W hen 
I ’m closed, they’re closed.

E v e n  in  th e  m o s t r e b e l l io u s  
tim es, your ch ild ren  are begg ing  
for you to reach them . Listen and 
em pathize with their problem s. O f­
fer solutions when possible, and be 
a part o f  those solutions. Be sure 
they know  you w ill alw ays m ake 
time for them.

G od’s Standards Are Best
U nfortunately, the secularization 

o f values has left m any o f today’s 
y o u th  w ith o u t s ta n d a rd s . G o d ’s 
standards, how ever, are still best. 
Too m any  y o u n g  p eo p le  p ic tu re  
God as the great killjoy in the sky 
instead o f their strongest ally who 
lo v es  th em  u n c o n d itio n a lly  and  
desires the best for them.

In  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w e h a v e  
fo u n d  th a t p eo p le  w ho p u rsu e  a 
p e rso n a l re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Jesus 
C h r is t  h a v e  a b e t te r  c h a n c e  o f  
staying clear o f  drugs and alcohol. 
S ig n if ic a n t s tu d ie s  in d ica te  tha t 
those children who are not m erely

church m em bers but who practice 
th e ir fa ith  in tan g ib le  w ays have 
less d ifficulty  resisting  drugs and 
alcohol.

T h e  sam e  s tu d ie s  re v e a l th a t 
k id s  w h o se  p a re n ts — e sp e c ia lly  
dads— have a visible, active spiri­
tual life are less prone to drug and 
a lcoho l abuse . T hus, s trong  p e r­
sonal faith  on the part o f  parents

and  k id s  is a ty p e  o f  p rev en tio n  
tool.

In the New Testam ent, the w ord 
for “sin ,” translated  literally  from  
the original G reek, does not m ean 
“ to b reak  a ru le .” S in m eans “ to 
m iss the m ark.” Sin occurs when a 
person  d o e sn 't m easure up to his 
or her full potential. Isn ’t that the 
biggest danger for m ost o f our kids

4 H e r a l d  o f  H o l i n e s s



POP POT QUIZ
1. Arizona and Colorado recently voted to legalize 

the use o f  m arijuana for such medicinal purposes as 
glaucoma treatment and pain relief.

  True   False

2. Marijuana use among kids ages 12-17 has doubled 
since 1992.

   True   False

3. H alf  o f  the baby boom er parents now trying to 
cope with pot-smoking kids use or once used marijuana 
themselves.

  True   False

4. About 6 out o f  every 10 seventeen-year-olds in the 
U.S. have had someone try to sell marijuana to them.

  True   False

5. Accord ing  to Donna Shalala, U.S. Secretary of  
Health and Hum an Services, marijuana is a harmless 
recreational sacrament.

  True   False

6. It is desp icab le  to c rim inalize  m arijuana  while 
liquor and tobacco lobbies are destroying lives through 
advertising and campaign contributions, according to 
Elizabeth Dole.

  True   False

7. Children who smoke marijuana before age 12 are 
42 times more likely to use cocaine or heroin than smok­
ers who start after age 16.

  True   False

8. In 1993, 55 percent o f  teens polled by Partnership 
for a Drug-Free America said they didn’t want to “hang 
out around drug users.” That figure dropped to 39 per­
cent in 1995.

   True   False

9. The marijuana on the market today is about 30 per­
cent more potent than crops marketed just a few years 
ago.

  True   False

10. The most important problem facing teens today 
has to do with sexual matters, not drugs.

  True   False

P O T  Q U I Z  A N S W E R S

1. False. This happened in Arizona and California, 
according to Time magazine.

2. True. Such usage went up 105 percent between 
1992 and 1994 alone.

3. True. Surveys by the National Center on Addiction 
and Substance Abuse, Columbia University, say that 49 
percent of baby boomer parents have smoked pot.

4. True. Time magazine says the market coverage by 
pot pushers is so effective that 58 percent have been so­
licited and 68 percent know how to obtain pot within 24 
hours.

5. False. Secretary Shalala declares that pot impairs 
learning, memory, perception judgm ent, and m otor 
skills. Further, she says it damages the brain, heart, 
lungs, and the immune system {Time, Dec. 9, 1996, 31).

6. False. California State Senator Tom Hayden said 
this.

7. True. Joseph Califano Jr., head of the National 
Center on Addiction, Columbia University, says studies 
confirm this.

8. True. The same poll also revealed that the percent­
age of teens who said “taking drugs scares me” dropped 
from 47 percent in 1993 to 39 percent in 1995.

9. F a lse . Tests show that the potency of pot has 
climbed some 70 percent in recent years, moving up 
from about 3.25 percent to 5.8 percent (Time, Dec. 9, 
1996, 36).

10. False. A CASA survey of teens and adults showed 
that they believe drug problems are more than four times 
more dangerous today than sex-related problems.

H O W  D I D  Y O U  S C O R E ?
Pot Quiz Rating Scale
9-10 correct: You are very well informed on marijuana mat­

ters. You are either an observant and wide­
awake parent or a teenager.

7-8 correct: Better informed than most.
5-6 correct: You haven’t been paying attention.
3-4 correct: Make an appointment with a couple of teens.

You buy the pizza and listen while they fill
you in on the real world.

0-2 correct: Quiet, please, we wouldn’t want to wake you.

who drink and use drugs?
In our society, people are afraid 

to m oralize the drug problem , but 
that is exactly  w hat’s needed. The 
m oral person  is m oving tow ard  a 
h ig h e r  m a rk . B u t m a n y  p e o p le  
don’t even know  w hat the m ark is 
fo r  th e i r  l iv e s ,  m u c h  le s s  th a t  
they’ve m issed it.

W hen drug-free kids w ere asked

w h y  th e y  c h o s e  to  s ta y  c le a n ,  
m any said it w ould not be pleasing 
to God. O thers said they believed 
their body to be the tem ple o f  God 
and that to use chem icals w ould be 
d ishonoring to Him.

It's  rare to find G od m entioned 
in secu la r d iscu ssio n s on how  to 
prevent alcohol or o ther drug prob­
lem s. That G od is left out o f p re­

vention  m aterial is ironic, because 
m ention o f Him  saturates the liter­
ature on treatment. The first three 
steps addicted persons m ust take in 
treatm ent are to adm it they cannot 
h a n d le  th e  p ro b le m  a lo n e ,  a c ­
know ledge that G od can  handle it, 
and allow  G od to take contro l o f 
their lives.

We d on’t know o f any treatm ent

M a r c h  1 9 9 7 5



p ro g ra m  th a t d o e s n 't  u se  th e se  
princip les. D o esn ’t it m ake sense 
that if G od is integral to recovery  
from  addiction, He should also be 
integral in the prevention  o f  prob­
lem s?  T he hom e and  ch u rch  are 
m uch better places for a child to be 
in tro d u c e d  to  G o d  th a n  a d ru g  
treatm ent center.

Unconditional Love
D ru g -p ro o f k ids are k ids w ho 

are loved. They know  that w hether 
they’ve been good or bad, destruc­
tive or constructive, they are loved 
unconditionally.

By c o n tra s t, c o n d itio n a l lo v e  
com es with strings attached. It im ­
plies that if you act a certain way 
or do certain  things, love will be 
g iv en  (o r w ith h e ld ). T h e re ’s a l ­
ways a sense that if children mess 
up to o  b a d ly , th e  lo v e  w ill  go  
away. W hen children feel the un­
c e r ta in ty  o f  c o n d i t io n a l  lo v e , 
they’re challenged to see how bad 
they can be and still receive love. 
It’s a way o f determ ining their ba­
sic worth.

R ather than being m otivated  to 
g re a tn ess  so as not to lose th e ir 
p a re n ts ’ love, th e y ’re m o tiv a ted  
tow ard delinquency, including a l­
cohol and drugs. W hile bordering 
on the edge o f rejection by parents, 
th e y  s e e k  a c c e p ta n c e  in  o th e r  
places, often with peer groups.

You cannot win with children if 
they a re n 't  guaranteed  your love. 
D rugs and alcohol produce an in­
stant g ra tification  that som e ch il­
d ren  in a love v acu u m  co m e to 
crave. M eet your ch ild ’s needs for 
lo v e  and  a c c e p ta n c e  w ith  g re a t 
floods o f uncond itional love and 
devotion.

Behavior and Discipline
A few weeks ago, I (Jim ) had a 

m other and son in my office. The 
problem s were many, but one was 
that the son kept staying out past 
his curfew. His m other had threat­
ened  and sc ream ed , but n o th in g  
had changed. I asked the 16-year- 
old boy, “Do you think your cur­
few is unfair?"

“ N ot really , ex cep t on spec ia l 
occasions when I w ant to stay out

an hour longer,” he replied.
“H ow  about if  your m om  com ­

prom ises and g ives you 15 m ore 
m inutes on certain w eeknights and 
half an hour m ore on w eekends?” I 
s a id . “ S h e  m u s t a lw a y s  k n o w  
w h e re  yo u  a re , and  if  y ou  c a ll ,  
sh e’ll give you a 10-m inute grace 
period.”

H e sm ile d  an d  sa id , “ S o u n d s  
great to m e.”

I then asked, “W hat should the 
consequences be if y ou ’re late for 
curfew  or don’t let your mom know 
where you are?”

His suggestions were even m ore 
stric t than his m o ther o r I w ould 
have p roposed , so I helped  them  
m o d ify  th e  re s tr ic tio n s . B ut we 
had successfu lly  invo lved  him  in 
e s ta b lish in g  them . He knew  the  
consequences; after all, they were 
his idea. M y suggestion  w as that 
if, after six m onths, he proved he 
could be trusted, they should rene­
gotiate the “contract” and give him 
m ore freedom . I f  he continued  in 
his irresponsible behavior, how ev­
er, h is  c h o ic e  o f  le s s  f r e e d o m  
w ould be the result.

M any  p a re n ts  ten d  to  p ro te c t  
their k ids from  the consequences 
o f behavior. Seeking love and ac ­
c e p ta n c e  th e m s e lv e s ,  o r  o u t o f  
som e o ther unreso lved  need, p ar­
en ts  o ften  re scu e  c h ild re n  w hen 
th e  b e s t c o u rse  w o u ld  be to  let 
them  feel the pain that grow s out 
o f  an irresponsib le  decision. O th­
erw ise, children rem ain im m ature 
and  p ro b lem s f lo u rish . A to u g h  
kind o f love is hard to adm inister, 
but it is greatly needed if children 
are to be taught responsibility.

Contracts
C ontrac ts  g o vern ing  ch ild re n ’s 

behavior can be controversial. We 
don’t advise them  for every situa­
tion . H ow ever, w hen it com es to 
drugs, they work well. C ontracting 
for appropria te  behav io r can also 
be good preparation  fo r the adult 
w o rld , w h e re  p eo p le  freq u en tly  
co n trac t fo r jo b s  to be done and 
b ehav io r levels to  be m et. W hen 
kids are 12 or 13, you can begin 
using a form sim ilar to this one:

Family Contract
In  an  e ffo rt to  w ork  w ell as a 

fam ily and hold ourselves up as an 
exam ple for o ther fam ilies, I agree 
to the follow ing:

1. I w ill not use o r experim en t 
w ith drugs.

2. I will not drink alcohol in any 
form.

3. I w ill attend  school unless I 
am  sick or w ith the family.

If the contract is broken:
First tim e— W eekend restriction
S econd  tim e— M ust stay  aw ay 

from  participating with friends for 
tw o w eeks

Third tim e— Fam ily counseling

Son or D aughter

Father and M other

T h e ab o v e  c o n tra c t is a rough 
exam ple. You’ll w ant to w rite out 
your ow n that relates to your spe­
cific needs. As children grow  old ­
er, the contract should include the 
follow ing: N ever ride w ith som e­
one  w ho  is in to x ic a te d  o r u sin g  
d ru g s; n ev e r d a te  so m eo n e  w ho 
uses a lco h o l o r d ru g s; ca ll to be 
p ic k e d  up ra th e r  th an  rid e  w ith  
som eone under the influence.

B esid es  in su rin g  tha t ch ild re n  
know  their p a ren ts’ expecta tions, 
contracts can help m otivate kids to 
say no to negative pressure. 
Friends of a Feather . . .

A nother strong determ inan t for 
drug use is w hether children have 
friends who use drugs. If your kids 
h a n g  o u t w ith  f r ie n d s  w h o  u se  
m arijuana, your children probably 
do too. Scripture tells us, “Do not 
be m isled: 'B ad  com pany corrupts 
g o o d  c h a ra c te r ’” (1 C o rin th ia n s  
15:33, n i v ). It happens every time.

K now  y o u r c h i ld re n ’s fr ien d s. 
D o n ’t le t y o u r  k id s  sp e n d  tim e  
w ith som eone you d o n ’t know. A 
m in im um  req u irem en t sh o u ld  be 
that y o u r ch ild re n ’s frien d s m ust 
co m e  by the  h o u se  b e fo re  y o u r 
children are allow ed to go out with 
them.

continued on page 15
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Late News

Spanish Herald Changes Format
Major changes in the format 
of the Spanish  H era ld  o f  
Holiness (El Heraldo de San- 
tidad) have re su l ted  in a 
remarkable 575 percent in­
crease in circulation, accord­
ing to Ray Hendrix, director 
of Publications International.

El Heraldo de Santidad, 
previously a m agaz ine ,  is 
now being 
published in 
a 24-page 
n ew spaper  
f o r m a t .
N a z a r e n e  
Publish ing  
House will 
no longer 
print the pe­
riodical. As 
of January 1997, each issue is 
being printed at a significant 
savings by secular newspaper 
facilities in the S p a n ish ­
speaking world.

Each issue has sections de­
voted to the Caribbean, Eura­
sia, Mexico/Central America, 
and South America Regions, 
with each region responsible 
for information and pictures 
for their section. Publications 
International will p rovide 
material for the remaining 
pages under the editorial di­
rection of Jose Pacheco. Ac-

Hendrix (right) and Pacheco review  
first issue of new Spanish Herald.

cording to Hendrix, Pacheco 
will continue to serve as di­
rector for Spanish publica­
tions for the denomination.

An additional change is the 
way the publication is distrib­
uted. “For many years, El Her­
aldo de Santidad has been sold 
on a subscription basis,” Hen­
drix said. “This is an impracti­

cal system of 
sale and dis- 
t r i b u t i o n 
within the 
Latin Ameri­
can culture. 
Because of 
d iffe rences  
in postal sys­
tems, dated 
subscription 

items from the U.S. often take 
weeks or months to arrive.” 
Hendrix indicated that pub­
lishing the magazine in vari­
ous countries will expedite 
distribution and reduce costs, 
increasing the potential for the 
magazine to become a self- 
supporting publication.

With the January issue, the 
distribution of the Spanish 
Herald increased from 7,500 
to 43,000, a 575 percent in­
crease. Hendrix expects this 
trend to continue as the new 
format develops further.

Crocker Chosen as Executive Secretary
named to A ERD O ’s execu-Gustavo Crocker, administra­

tive d ire c to r  o f  N azarene  
Compassionate Ministries In­
ternational, was recen tly  
elected ex ecu t iv e  
secretary of the As­
sociation of Evangel­
ical R e l ie f  and 
Development O rga­
nizations (AERDO).
This ac t ion  took 
place at the annual 
conference in early Decem­
ber of 1996.

Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries (NCM) was also

tive committee. According to 
Crocker, AERDO recognizes 
that the Church of the Naz­

arene is effectively 
mixing re l ie f  work 
with ev an g e l ism . 
A E R D O  a c k n o w l­
edges that NCM is 
small in comparison 
to organizations such 
as World Relief and 

the S a lv a t io n  A rm y, yet 
NCM is successful in deliver­
ing both compassionate min­
istry and evangelism.

Two Nazarene Leaders Die
Theodore E. Martin Timothy L. Smith

Theodore E. 
M artin , 85, 
died January 
15 in Benton- 
ville , Ark., 
fo llow ing  a 
brief illness. 

M a r t i n  
served the Church of  the 
Nazarene with distinction in 
a career that spanned many 
years and areas of responsi­
bility.

Ordained in 1933 on the 
In te rm o u n ta in  D is tr ic t ,  
Martin pastored in Oregon, 
Washington, and California 
in the U.S., and in Calgary, 
Alta. In 1950 he was elected 
superintendent of the Cana­
da Central District, a posi­
tion he held for five years. 
In 1955 he returned to the 
pastorate, serving at Ham­
mond, Ind., First; Wollas­
ton, M ass. ,  C o llege ; 
Nashville, Tenn., First; and 
Pasadena , Calif . ,  Bresee 
Avenue.

Martin was elected to the 
G enera l  Board  in 1964, 
serving in that capacity for 
10 years.

In 1974, he was invited to 
launch the first Nazarene 
Information Service for the 
d e n o m in a t io n ,  w hich  he 
headed until his retirement 
in 1981. The groundwork 
laid in those early days has 
expanded into the present 
new s se rv ice ,  N azarene  
Communications Network 
News.

Martin is survived by his 
wife, Helen; daughter, Ju­
dith Henske, missionary to 
Japan; son, Ted Jr.; and sis­
ters, Leora Sharp and Mary 
McKenna. He was preceded 
in death by his first wife, 
M ary; son, Jam es;  and 
brothers, Paul and Everett.

T i m o t h y  
L. Smith,
72, died 
January 19 
in Florida.
He was a 
m in is te r ,  
ed u ca to r ,
and historian with a long 
and distinguished career.

A graduate of the Univer­
sity of Virginia, Smith held 
an M.A. and a Ph.D. from 
H arvard  U n ivers i ty .  O r­
dained in 1944, he pastored 
churches in Massachusetts, 
Maine, and Colorado.

Smith was a professor of 
h is tory  and educa tion  at 
Johns Hopkins University 
from 1968 until retirement. 
He also taught at Eastern 
N azarene  C o llege , East 
Texas State College, and 
University of Minnesota.

A pro lif ic  au tho r  and 
speaker, Smith wrote Called 
unto Holiness: The Story o f  
the N azarenes. He called 
this his “most outstanding 
accomplishment,” accord­
ing to in fo rm ation  from 
Nazarene Archives. Also, 
Smith's doctoral study, pub­
lished under the title R e­
vivalism and Social Reform, 
was aw arded the Brewer 
prize by the American Soci­
ety of Church History. Pres­
ident Kennedy selected this 
book for the White House 
library.

Smith served the Ameri­
can Society of Church His­
tory as its president, the on­
ly N azarene  to hold this 
position.

He is su rv ived  by his 
wife, Anne; son, T. Law ­
rence Jr.; daughters, Karen 
Zien and Susan Waterman; 
b rothers, Lester, Joseph, 
and Sam uel; sister, Ruth 
Craig; and seven grandchil­
dren.
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Editor’ s Choice

Hie Ja

“O . . . m ig h t ie  D e a t h !”  wrote Sir Wal­
ter Raleigh in his History o f the World, 
“what none hath dared, thou hast done; 
and whom all the world hath flattered, 
thou only hast . . . despised. Thou hast 
drawn together all the far-stretched 
greatness, all the pride . . . and ambition 
of man, and covered it all with these 
two narrow words, Hie jacet!”

Raleigh was right. Hie jacet, Latin for 
“Here lies,” will suit us all sooner or lat­
er. No matter how rich and famous, how 
powerful or influential we are, death is 
an equal opportunity executioner. . .  hie 
jacet. One day you will be the one who 
does not return from the graveside cere­
mony.

We never know but what the next 
hoofbeats we hear will be those of the 
pale horse of Revelation 6:8, whose rid­
er is Death. We may turn to diversions 
of all sorts—entertainments, vacations, 
intoxicants, nightlong frolics—but when 
the party is over, we all know, as Alan 
Seeger put it, that we “have a rendez­
vous with Death.”

We exercise. We tell ourselves that 
we really like no-fat foods. We work 
hard and stay busy, too busy to die. But 
Death is not fooled. “Because I could 
not stop for Death—He kindly stopped 
for me,” noted Emily Dickinson.

An ancient Persian story, “Appoint­
ment in Samarra,” tells of the servant of 
a nobleman who came begging for leave 
to flee the city. His master inquired why 
he was in such desperation to get away.

“Oh master, I saw Death in the market­
place today—and he stared right at me. 
If I do not flee, I will die.” “But where 
will you go?” the master asked. “Sir, if 
you will loan me a horse, I will ride all 
night and be safely in Samarra by to­
morrow.” The nobleman told him to 
take the horse and be on his way. Later 
that day the nobleman saw Death on the 
street and reproached him for terrorizing 
his servant. “Oh, I was not terrorizing 
the poor man. I was just surprised to see 
him here. You see, I have an appoint­
ment with him tomorrow in Samarra.” 

Though we may “rage against the dy­
ing of the light” with Dylan Thomas, 
death is still certain. Even the Bible says, 
“It is appointed unto men once to die” 
(Hebrews 9:27). Though the reality of 
death should not bring overpowering 
dread, it does produce prudence. “Depend 
upon it, Sir, when a man knows he is to 
be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates 
his mind wonderfully,” according to 
Samuel Johnson, the 18th-century man of 
letters. More temperately, Bryant Kirk­
land said in Home Before 
Dark, “It is the certainty 
of the night that gives 
meaning to the day.”

Jesus C hrist, truly 
God, truly man, has put 
an end to death’s finali­
ty. Hie jacet cannot be 
written over His name 
in any graveyard in the 
world. When it looked 
as if Death had treated 
Him like all the rest, Je­
sus Christ disarmed our 
last enemy and arose in victory over 
Death. “It was light coming out of dark­
ness like the sun rising out of the sea,” 
writes Frederick- Buechner (The Long­
ing for Home). “It was hope rising out 
of shuddering despair. It was life spring­
ing like a lily, like a rose, out of death.” 

Shuddering despair is what the disci­
ples ran into head-on on Good Friday. 
Surely they thought they had chased the

fervid fantasies of a madman.
So w hat’s a d iscip le  to do when 

plans and hopes and dreams, careers 
and reputations and marriages all fall 
dead? Some disciples head for Emmaus. 
What is Emmaus? Frederick Buechner 
suggests that Emmaus is wherever and 
whatever you run to when life caves in.

Where do you run when hope loses to 
depression? When joy dies at the hand 
of despair? W hat is your Emmaus? 
Drugs or alcohol? The arms of a lover? 
Cynicism? Bitterness? Workaholism?

Jesus didn’t rise and then just disap­
pear. The disciples on the Emmaus road 
discovered that. Fresh out of hope or a 
reason to live, they do not recognize 
Him, but He sees them as if they were 
the only two people in the world. He in­
terrupts and interprets their tragedy. He 
offered them the bread of life.

He sees you as you walk along on the 
road to your own Emmaus, that place 
you run to when life overwhelms. See, 
there He is. He will walk with you. He 
will interrupt your journey. He will in-

“When I die, do not sound taps 
over my grave, but reveille, the 
morning call, the summons to 
rise.”

— Anonymous Christian soldier

terpret the Word. He will break the 
bread of life with you if you invite Him 
in. Like lighting a candle in your soul, 
He will give you a new light that noth­
ing in this dark world, not even death, 
can put out. And He will whisper the 
words that make all the difference—not 
hie jacet, but “Christ is risen.” And He 
will wait for your heart to echo, “He is 
risen, indeed.”
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Nothing impacts a youth group for Christ quite like a great sum­
mer trip! T ha t’s why your youth group needs to be in San Antonio 
this summer for the 1997 General NYl Convention. The dates for 
the convention are June 18 - 21, 1997. General NYl Convention 
brings together youth groups from around the glohe to celebrate 
our heritage and set the direction for our future. A highlight of the 
convention is always the exciting “late nite” activities sponsored 
by NYl each evening. This year is no exception— your youth will 
want to participate in these fun activities:

NYl W orld Party Wednesday, June 18
Following the Opening Service, NYl will host this international fiesta, with each world area sponsoring a portion of the 
party by decorating it in the styles of their respective cultural traditions. Music, food, and “souvenirs” from different cul­
tures around the globe . . . what a way to kick off the week!

Roam the River Thursday, June 19
Roam the fabulous San Antonio Riverwalk, home to hundreds of restaurants and shops and affordable riverboat cruises 
for groups. You’ll want to gather at the Villita Assembly Hall where NYl will be sponsoring hot dogs, hamburgers and 
awesome Christian bands.

NYl Celebration Rally & Planet Pizza Friday, June 20
We will celebrate the work God has done in San Antonio through the “One Heart— Many Hands” service project. We 
will also announce the host city for Nazarene Youth Congress ’99 . . . and eat pizza ’til we pop!

Fiesta Texas “Fun in the Sun” Saturday, June 21
Six Flags offers an awesome amusement park in San Antonio— Fiesta Texas. NYl has negotiated a discounted admission 
rate for Nazarene families and youth groups. Fiesta Texas has a great mix of rides, games and entertainment.

DISCOUNT TICKET PACKAGES!
If you o rder tickets for all fou r Late N ite  A ctiv ities by M ay 1, 1997, you ’ll receive your tickets at a discounted rate 
of $40! Take advantage of th is opportun ity ! A ll single ticke t orders m ust be received by June 1 in o rder to  qualify 
for the  advance purchase rate . D o n ’t w ait . . . o rder your tickets now!

Grrfr* your tfeN ts now!!
A D V A N C E  T I C K E T  S A L E S
OF TICKETS LATE NITE ACTIVITY TICKET COST * TOTAL

NYl World Party $ 8

Roam the River $ 8

NYl Celebration and Planet Pizza $ 7

Fiesta Texas “Fun in the Sun” $ 2 2

TOTAL DUE

D IS C O U N T  
TICKET PACKAGES
# OF 

PACKAGES
LATE NITE 
ACTIVITY

PACKAGE
COST*

TOTAL

$ W

T O T A L D U E  1

All advance ticket orders must be postmarked by 6/1/97

ame
ddress

i t y / S ta t e /Z ip  
h o n e ________

' All discount package orders must be postmarked by 5/1/9

Make checks payable to " General Treasurer, Church of the 
  Nazarene"; return this form, with your check or money order, to:

—  1997 NYl CONVENTION ACTIVITIES
  NYl MINISTRIES
  6401 THE PASEO
  KANSAS CITY MO 64131



News
P re p a re d  b y  Herald S ta ff a n d  th e  N a z a re n e  N e w s  S e rv ic e

New Editorial Team Named for World Mission
R. F ra n k l in  C o o k  will 
serve  as ed i to r  and G ay 
Leonard as managing edi­
tor of World Mission mag­
azine beginning with the 
June 1997 issue, according 
to Louie E. Bustle, World 
Mission Division director.

Cook will retain his cur­
ren t  pos i t ion  as E u ras ia  
Region director in addition R. Franklin Cook 
to this assignment. This is 
not the f irs t  t im e  he has a ssu m ed  
leadership for the publication, having 
previously served as editor from 1984
to 1992.

“ I am pleased to welcome Franklin 
Cook back as editor o f  World M is­
sion, ” Bustle said. “His extraordinary 
vision for missions and his superb 
editorial skills will be a significant 
asse t to the m agaz ine . I 
have every confidence that 
the publication will flour­
ish under his leadership.”

C ook rep laces  curren t 
editor, Roy Stults, who has 
headed the magazine for 
the past five years. Stults 
r e s ig n e d  to d e v o te  his 
a ttention to his teaching 
responsib il i t ies  at N aza ­

rene  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m i ­
nary, but he will continue 
as a consulting editor for 
the  p e r io d ic a l  u n t i l  h is  
return to the mission field.

Cook will be assisted by 
Gay Leonard. For the past 
tw o  y ea rs ,  L e o n a rd  has 
served as an editorial con­
sultant to the Communica­
tions Division and Beacon 
Hill Press. She has written 

Sunday School and mission curricu­
lum for adults and children, served on 
the Adult Curriculum Committee for 
tw o  q u a d re n n iu m s ,  and spoken  at 
re treats  and conferences.  Leonard , 
who holds a Ph.D. from the Universi­
ty o f  Tulsa , has p rev ious ly  taught 
writing at the college level. Leonard's 
husband, Larry, is the senior pastor of 

O r la n d o ,  F la . ,  C e n tra l  
Church of the Nazarene.

Along with the change 
in editorship, World M is­
sion is undergoing a major 
overhaul in its design  to 
enhance the overall appeal 
of the publication, accord­
ing to B u s t le .  T h e  new  
design will be premiered 
with the June issue.

Gay Leonard

Ethiopian Airlines Disaster Update
In the hijacked jet crash that claimed 
the life of missionary Ron Farris, one 
of the victims was Dr. Mathewos, an 
Ethiopian government official. Math­
e w os  w as in s t ru m e n ta l  in ge t t in g  
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries 
(N C M ) in E th io p ia .  T h ro u g h  his 
efforts, Nazarene missionaries were 
permitted to work in this east Africa 
na tion . M a th ew o s  w o rk ed  for the 
Ministry of Health and assisted NCM 
with several projects. He is survived 
by his wife and seven children.

The January 1, 1997, issue of Reli­
g io u s  N ew s  D ig e s t  r e p o r t s  th a t  
A n d rew  M eekens ,  an e lde r  in the 
International Evangelical Church in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, was killed in

the same disaster. According to the 
report,  M eekens,  before  the crash, 
stood up and attempted to calm pas­
sengers after the pilot announced he 
would be making an emergency land­
ing. M e e k e n s  th en  p r e s e n te d  the 
gospel and invited people to respond. 
A surviving flight attendant said that 
a b o u t  20 p eo p le  a c c e p te d  C h r is t ,  
inc luding  a fellow flight a ttendant 
who did not survive.

An educational assistance fund for 
the four children o f  Ron Farris has 
been established at Olivet Nazarene 
U nivers ity  by the c lass o f  1972 in 
cooperation with the ONU Founda­
tion. Farris was a member of the 1972 
class.

Spring S.S. Campaign 
Announced
“C ap tu red  by 
the  S p ir i t :
F ro m  E a s te r  
to P e n teco s t” 
is the  th e m e  
for the spring 
1997 S unday  
S c h o o l  c a m ­
paign, accord­
ing to  Tal- 
madge Johnson, director o f  Sunday 
School Ministries. The seven-week 
drive gives new em phasis  to red is­
covering God's Word about the Holy 
Spirit. The weekly emphases are: 

March 30— Easter Sunday: Record 
Sunday School Attendance 

A p r i l  6 — T h e  C h u rc h :  N o t  an 
Island, but a Beacon

A p r i l  13— T h e  C h u rc h :  N o t  a 
Frown, but a Festival 

A p r i l  2 0 — T h e  C h u rc h :  N o t a 
Spectator, but a Participant 

April 27— The Church: Not a Club, 
but a Community

May 4— The Church: Not Impov­
erished, but Empowered

M ay 11— T h e  C h u rc h :  N o t a 
Drought, but a Downpour

May 18— Pentecost Sunday: Not a 
Museum, but a Laboratory

Notice
The Christian Holiness Associa­
tion will hold its 129th national 
convention April 15-17 in Lex­
ington, Kentucky. General Secre­
tary Jack Stone is calling for vol­
unteer ministers and laypersons 
who wish to be delegates for the 
denomination at the convention 
without expense to the General 
Board.

If you are interested, submit 
your name, address, and the name 
o f the church where you are a 
member by March 21 to: General 
S ec re ta ry ,  6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131.
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Nazarenes Are Challenged to Participate in 
“A Million Hours of Prayer
The General NW MS Council and the 
Board  o f  G enera l  S u p e r in ten d en ts  
h a v e  i s s u e d  a ca l l  to  N a z a r e n e s  
worldwide to pray a million hours for 
the upcoming General Assembly and 
Conventions. From January to June, 
each Nazarene is challenged to pray a 
m in im u m  o f  
two hours for 
the quadrenni­
al e v e n ts  
schedu led  for 
th is  J u n e .  I f  
th is  is d o n e ,  
the goal o f  “a 
m illion  hours  
of prayer" will 
be exceeded.

“ If everyone 
would pray 48 
seconds daily, 
the  tw o - h o u r  
goal w ould be rea lized .” said Nina 
G u n te r ,  g e n e ra l  N W M S  d ire c to r .  
“Just think of  the effect if all partici­
pants pray 10 minutes every day."

“ In prayer  we see the issues; by 
p ra y e r  we are  m o v e d  to  a c t” is a 
quote by Roy Neehall. According to 
Gunter, it is with this awareness the

Thirty employees at the International 
Center were recognized for service to 
the  C h u rc h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  at a 
chapel service on January 7 .

Richard Sowder. human resources 
a d m in is t r a t iv e  d i rec to r ,  se rv ed  as 
master o f  ceremonies and presented 
service pins. John M arra, pastor of  
Living Hope Church of the Nazarene, 

O la th e ,  K a n s . ,  
spoke to the hon­
ored persons and 
guests.

Erich Schoen- 
le b e r  and  C a r ­
o ly n  W h is n a n t  
were g iven spe ­
cial reco gn it ion  
for longtime ser- 

Schoenleber v ice .  S c h o e n le -

j j

General NWMS Council coordinated 
the first "Million Hours of Prayer” for 
the 1989 General Assembly and Con­
ventions. The response was so posi­
tive that this special prayer challenge 
has become a quadrennial tradition.

Each district from around the world 
w as  a sk e d  to 
submit a cove­
n an t  o f  the  
p ra y e r  h o u rs  
pledged by the 
district. At the 
lo c a l  lev e l ,  
each  c h u rc h  
has been asked 
to send a cove­
n an t  o f  the 
p ra y e r  h o u rs  
pledged by its 
m e m b e rs  to 
the  d is t r ic t  

NWMS president.
“As N azarenes around the world 

have prayed for the General Assembly 
and all three conventions,” said Gunter, 
“the hearts o f  delegates will be pre­
pared and the power of the Holy Spirit 
will be released upon all the business 
sessions and inspirational services.”

ber, a native of  
G e rm a n y ,  has 
w o rk e d  fo r  35 
y e a r s  in the  
b u i ld in g s  and 
facilities depart­
ment. He is well 
k n o w n  fo r  his 
carpentry skills, 
and  h is  h a n d i ­
w ork  is on d is ­
play in offices and around the head­
quarters campus.

W hisnant has worked 30 years in 
the general treasurer’s office, starting 
when John Stockton was general trea­
surer. For 27 of  her 30 years, she has 
been  with the payro ll  depar tm en t.  
Whisnant hopes to work a total o f  40 
years before she retires, she reports.

NIROGA Is 25 Years Old
NIROGA is cel­
e b ra t in g  25 
y e a rs  o f  m in ­
is t ry  to  s e n io r  
adu lts ,  a c c o rd ­
ing to R an d y  
C lo u d ,  A d u l t  
Ministries direc­
to r  fo r  S u n d ay  
School Ministries.

Only four NIROGAs will be held 
in 1997 due to the General Assembly 
and C o n v en t io n s  p lanned  for  San 
Antonio, Tex., in June.

The 1997 NIROGA schedule is: 
Branson, Mo., April 28— May 2, 

directed by Marge Owens
Heritage, S.C., July 21-25, directed 

by Marge Owens 
Glorieta, N.Mex., September 8-13, 

directed by Charles Case
Schroon Lake, N.Y., September 22- 

26, directed by James Miner

NCM Holds Planning 
Conference
The second International Nazarene 
C o m p ass io n a te  M in is tr ie s  (N C M ) 
Conference  was held in D ecem ber 
1996. The purpose was to reevaluate 
NCM structural, financial, and pro­
motional strategies and to redefine 
the overall strategy of compassionate 
m in is tr ies  for  each w orld  m ission  
area of  the Church of  the Nazarene 
for the year 2000 and beyond.

G ustavo  Crocker, adm inis tra tive  
d irec tor  o f  NCM International and 
c o n f e r e n c e  m o d e ra to r ,  re p o r te d ,  
"N C M  is f in d in g  th a t  m any  new 
world areas are being opened as a 
result o f  compassion evangelism, and 
we are  pa r t  o f  a m a jo r  e m p h a s is  
toward holistic ministry.”

The N CM  regional coord ina to rs  
who participated in the conference are 
Dave Hane, Asia-Pacific; David Falk. 
Canada/U .S.A .; Luis Carlos Saenz, 
Caribbean; Hermann Gschwandtner, 
Eurasia; Paul Tarrant, Europe; Helmer 
Juarez, Mexico and Central America; 
and Luis Meza, South America.

General NWMS Director Nina Gunter (left) and General 
Superintendent William J. Prince review the prayer 
covenants, which to tal 1 ,011 ,607  hours, received  
from districts around the world.

International Center Employees Honored

Whisnant
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Sunday School in Israel Tour Is Life-Changing
A dult  M in is t r ie s ,  a d e p a r tm en t  o f  
Sunday School Ministries, completed 
its third tour o f  the Holy Land on Jan­
uary 11. A total of 65 participants vis­
ited Israel for 10 days; 46 traveled to 
Egypt and Rome for a 5-day exten­
sion. The tour included important bib­
lical sites with a focus on those in 
upcoming WordAction adult lessons.

“G od b lessed  this tour with  His 
presence,” remarked 
Larry Morris, editor 
o f  I llu stra ted  B ible  
Life. “ I c a n ’t count 
the number of partic­
ipants who told the 
s ta f f  th a t  th is  was 
the most en joyab le  
and meaningful tour 
they have ever expe­
r ie n c e d .  1 k n o w  
there were some piv-

Partic ipants  experienced a taste  of 
biblical transportation.

otal spiritual decisions made during 
our time in Israel.”

W ilb u r  W i l l ia m s ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
archaeology at Indiana Wesleyan Uni­
versity, and Joseph Coleson, professor 
o f  Old Testament at Nazarene Theo­
lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry ,  s e rv e d  as to u r  
guides. “Their scholarly instruction 
and Christian presence made the tour 
a p o w e r fu l  sp i r i tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,” 

Morris said.
A d u lt  M in is t r ie s  

sponsors a trip about 
every  tw o y ears  to 
help adult  teachers  
and students become 
more effective com ­
municators o f  G od’s 
W ord . P la n s  a re  
u n d e r  w ay  fo r  the 
next tour in 1998.

Women’s Clergy Retreat Held on Kansas City District
The first annual re treat for w omen 
clergy on the K ansas City D istric t  
was held January 3-4. The event was 
planned in response to the felt need 
fo r  d iv in e ly  c a l le d  w o m e n  to be 
e q u ip p e d  and en c o u ra g e d  in the ir  
vocational ministry and professional 
leade rsh ip  pos i t ions ,  a cco rd ing  to 
Kim Purl, associate minister for chil­
dren and pastoral care at Overland 
Park, Kans., Church of the Nazarene, 
who served as the retreat director.

Keynote speakers were a mother- 
daughter team: Ann Cubie Rearick, 
d irector o f  pastoral care o f  Quincy 
Hospital, Quincy, Mass., and Mary 
Rearick Paul, senior pastor of Bethel

Stan Ingersol, Nazarene denominational 
archivist, and Cheryl Somers-lngersol, pas­
to r of Indian Heights United M ethod ist 
Church, conducted a workshop on role re­
versals in the parsonage when the pastor 
is a woman.

(L . to r .) Rearick, Paul, and Purl

Church of the Nazarene in Quincy, 
Mass. Other activities included sever­
al workshops, a panel by the District 
Credentials Board, and exhibits.

“I felt led by God to pursue having 
this retreat after attending the Interna­
t iona l  W e s le y a n /H o l in e s s  W om en 
Clergy Conference in Indianapolis,” 
Purl said. “My roommate was from 
my d istric t,  and I d id n ’t know  she 
existed. We needed to find out who 
the women were on our district and 
encourage them in ministry.”

According to Purl, retreat evalua­
tions were excellent. Dana Preusch, 
interim senior pastor at Olathe, Kans., 
C h r is t  C o m m u n i ty  C h u rc h  o f  the  
Nazarene, commented: “I was pleas­
antly surprised. I felt like the women 
were genuinely seeking the Kingdom 
and what their role is in furthering it.”

Hall Announces Children’s 
Activities at General S.S. 
Convention
M ir ia m  H a ll ,
C h i ld r e n ’s M in ­
i s t r ie s  d i r e c to r ,  
has  a n n o u n c e d  
plans for children 
during the Gener­
al Sunday School 
C onvention prior 
to  the  G e n e ra l  
Assembly in June o f  1997.

C h i ld r e n ’s M in is t r ie s  will o ffe r  
supervised activities for children six 
y e a r s  o ld  th ro u g h  s ix th  g ra d e  on 
Wednesday to Friday, June 18-20.

Wednesday, June 18, 7-9 p.m .: K id ’s 
M iss io n  F ie s ta ,  f e a tu r in g  g am es ,  
snacks, and action-packed activities. 
( $ 7 .5 0  in a d v a n c e ;  $ 1 0 .0 0  at the 
door)

T hursday , June  19, 10 a .m . to 3 
P.M.: Pear Apple County Fair, offer­
ing unlimited rides, miniature golf, 
and video games. ($20.00 includes 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  a d m is s io n ,  lunch , 
identification fannie-pack, and game 
tokens.)

Friday, June 20, 10 a .m . to 3 p .m .: 
Sea World o f  Texas, an animal per­
formance exhibition along with other 
informational and educational activi­
ties. ($40.00 includes transportation, 
adm ission, lunch, T-shirt, and sou­
venir cup with free refills.)

T h u rsd a y  and Friday , 7 :3 0  to 9 
p .m .: Steve Pennington and the Pro 
Kids host the children’s evening ser­
vices. Pennington ministers with fun, 
music, and puppets, all delivered with 
a creative, spiritual message. ($1.00; 
children  under five years old must 
have adult supervision.)

A p a c k a g e  th a t  in c lu d e s  P e a r  
A p p le  C o u n ty  Fair, Sea  W orld  o f  
Texas, and Pro Kids Praise Party  is 
available for $55.00.

T icke t  in fo rm a tio n ,  re g is t ra t io n  
forms, and volunteer applications are 
included in the spring Sunday School 
mailing. Information and forms are 
also available by writing Children's 
Ministries, c/o Melody Rolfe, 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.
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Starting Strong  
N e w  Churches
to Reach People 
for Christ

Won't starting new churches 
hurt our existing churches? 

Don't we have enough churches 
already?

Actually, the number of 
churches in America is not 

keeping up with population 
growth. That means there aren't 
enough entry points for the un­
saved to find—or be found by—a 
community of believers. In the 
Church of the Nazarene, when 
there are multiple churches in an 
area, all of the churches average 
higher than our churches in 
stand-alone settings. Plus, the 
established churches that help start 
new churches experience the 
miracle of replenishment. When 
congregations are willing to share 
their most valuable resources— 
people—they often grow to where 
they started and beyond.

Bottom line:
No method has proven to be more 
effective at reaching people for 
Christ than starting new churches!

For more informa­
tion on NewStart, 
call toll-free for a 
COMPLIMENTARY 
copy of
Starting Strong 
New Churches

A

Q

New “Manners”: An Excuse 
for ’90s Immorality?

by Tina Krause

B
row sing  th ro u g h  a b o o k ­
store, I noticed a curious ti­
tle: The New Mariners fo r  
the '90s. I thought, Interest­
ing, but manners are man­
ners. What's so new about 
that?

W hen I o p en ed  to  the tab le  o f 
contents, I quickly found out. Note 
these examples: Chapter 4, “When a 
W oman Does the P roposing” (ex ­
cuse me, but I still enjoy being pur­
sued); Chapter 6, “Gifts for the Sec­
ond-, Third-, or Fourth-Time Bride 
or G room ” (F v e  heard 
o f bridal show ers, but 
b r id a l  m o n so o n s? );
C h a p te r  8, “ S a fe  Sex 
and B isexuality” (since 
when do oil and w ater 
mix?); Chapter 10, “The 
Pregnant Bride” (really, 
a w h o le  c h a p te r  on 
this?); and my all-tim e 
least favo rite , C hapter 
12, “Making a Commit­
ment Even Though You 
Decide Not to M arry” (without the 
vows, who’s kidding whom?).

One need not crawl out from un­
derneath a rock to realize society has 
changed. The content of this book is 
proof of that, portraying these issues 
as norm al, even credible modes of 
behavior. A book dubbed Manners 
fo r  Immorality in the ’90s would at 
least be a bit more honest, if not ap­
propriate, title to use.

Realistically, however, this book 
ty p if ie s  o u r b lin d  a c cep tan c e  o f 
lifestyles once deemed immoral and 
sinful. We once applauded clean liv­
ing. Now we teach proper manners 
for improper behavior.

But this is the ’90s, and things 
have changed, some argue. And who 
can refute the benefits of change?

American novelist Ellen Glasgow 
wrote: “All change is not growth; all

movement is not forward.” Although 
society has made admirable strides 
in effecting change needed in some 
areas, it has veered from the path of 
m orality  and responsib ility  in the 
p ro c e ss . A nd w hen we lo se  o u r 
moral standards, we lose our way.

The Scriptures recount an old story 
of an updated problem. A young man 
left home to experience life in the fast 
lane. Separated from  his father, he 
entangled him self in everything sin­
ful and destructive. Years passed, and 
the son slipped into despair and help­

le ssn e ss ; fa s t liv in g  
drained him dry.

S o -c a lle d  f r ie n d s  
ch an g ed , and life  fo r 
him  c o n tin u a lly  
c h a n g ed ; b u t in h is 
heart he longed for sta­
bility, realizing that his 
father and the values he 
was tau g h t as a ch ild  
were his only constants. 
Thus, with a repentant 
heart, the son returned 

hom e to the fam ily and values he 
could depend on.

But I have often thought: What if  
the fa th er had aligned him self with 
the changing tim es too, regarding  
his m oral princip les as outdated?  
What i f  the son had returned home 
only to fa ce  even more uncerta in ­
ties? What hope would he cling to 
then ?

God said, “For I am the L o r d , I 
change not” (Malachi 3:6a). And the 
S crip tures note, “Jesus C hrist the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever” (Hebrews 13:8).

M anners may change, but sound 
morals are timeless. So instead of a 
book on new manners, perhaps we 
need a book named Morals: Som e­
thing New fo r  the '90s.

T h at w o u ld  be a re f re sh in g  
change and a giant step forward. ^

M a n n e r s  m a y

CHANGE, BUT 
SOUND MORALS 
ARE TIMELESS.

1- 888- 697-8278 
(1-888-N W START)

M a r c h  1 9 9 7 13



Devotion and Duty in Deuteronomy

No Choices Without 
Consequences

Roger L. Hahn is professor of New Testa­
ment at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

See, I am putting before you today a bless­
ing and a curse: the blessing if you obey 
the commandments o f the L o r d  your God 
that I am commanding you today; and the 
curse if  you do not obey the command­
ments o f the L o r d  your God, and if you 
turn aside from the way that I am com­
manding you today, to walk with other 
gods, which you have not known 
(Deuteronomy 11:26-28).*

R ecent  years have seen  a strong desire 
for choices without consequences. The 
“morning after” abortion pill is only one 
dramatic example. We live in a society 
that wants to be able to choose any course 
of action but always have the conse­
quences turn out good. The defense attor­
ney for an army drill instructor charged 
with sexual misconduct did not argue his 
client’s innocence. Rather, he pled that 
there be no consequences for the choices 
the sergeant made. But a world in which 
there are no consequences is not the world 
portrayed in Scripture. No book of the 
Bible is as clear about the reality of conse­
quences as Deuteronomy.

The code words for consequences in 
Deuteronomy are “blessing” and “curse.” 
Deuteronomy 11:27-28 specifically identi­
fies blessing as the consequence of obedi­
ence and a curse as the consequence of 
disobedience. The extent of these conse­
quences is most clearly spelled out in

Deuteronomy 27—28. Obedience will 
bring the blessings of milhary success, fi­
nancial prosperity, and happy homes for 
Israel. Disobedience will bring the curse 
of oppression by foreign powers, crop fail­
ure, and disappointment in the family. 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 further identifies 
the blessing with life and prosperity. The 
same verses identify the curse with death 
and adversity.

It is easy and, therefore, popular to 
point out that this perspective from 
Deuteronomy oversimplifies reality. Most 
of us know people who, having obeyed 
God, then suffer adversity, poverty, and 
tragedy. We may know or know of people 
whose lives have blasphemed all that is 
holy and good, but they seem to enjoy 
prosperity and happiness in every way.
Life frequently appears to contradict 
Deuteronomy.

It is important to remember that the 
blessings and curses function in Deuteron­
omy as the consequences of the covenant 
between God and Israel. They were not 
promised as “guarantees” 
that individuals could manip­
ulate for their own purposes.
The covenant was ultimately 
based on a relationship of 
mutual love and trust. To do 
good in order to force God to 
give blessing would violate 
the covenantal nature of the 
relationship. Attempting to 
force God to do anything re­
verses the roles of God and 
worshiper and reduces faith 
to a commercial contract, a form of reli­
gious prostitution.

The relational nature of the blessings 
and curses can be seen in Deuteronomy 
11:26-28 in several ways. First, the word 
translated here as “obey” can also mean to 
“hear.” When obedience is understood as a 
form of listening, a deeply personal aspect 
governs the relationship. Obedience is at­
tentiveness to God. It is listening with the 
heart and with the ears. It seeks to under­

stand the Person who gives the command­
ments rather than merely learning the lim­
its for behavior. Blessings and curses are 
not rewards and punishments to force our 
obedience. Rather, they express the conse­
quences of the flourishing or disintegra­
tion of a relationship.

Verse 28 also reflects the personal na­
ture of the covenant. The curse is 
promised if Israel were to turn from the 
Lord and to “walk with other gods, which 
you have not known.” Here obedience is 
not framed in terms of following the pro­
hibitions and injunctions of the Lord. 
Rather, obedience is walking in compan­
ionship with God. We hear echoes of Gen­
esis 3:8, where God came walking in the 
garden, seeking the company of the hu­
mans He had created. Obedience is the 
comfortable stroll with God in the cool of 
the evening. Disobedience is the turning 
from God to walk with a rival suitor for 
our devotion.

The blessings and curses of God are not 
stimulus-response mechanisms. Deuteron­
omy does not view God as the original 
Pavlov training His creatures to obey by 
rewards and punishments. The blessings 
and curses are covenant consequences. 
One cannot make choices that demean a 
relationship and keep that relationship un­
harmed. Obedience nourishes our relation­
ship with God. Disobedience undermines 
it. Our choices to obey or to disobey God 
will always have covenantal conse­
quences.

For further study: (1) Study Deuterono­
my 27—28. Note the evidences there o f the 
relational nature o f the blessings and 
curses. (2) Meditate on 2 Corinthians 
6:14—7:1 as an expression o f covenant 
relationship. What are the requirements o f 
that covenant? (3) Write a possible dia­
logue that you and God might have, walk­
ing together as companions in the cool o f 
the evening.
'Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation. H r

Obedience nourishes our 
relationship with God. 
Disobedience undermines it.
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DRUG-PROOF YOUR KIDS
continued from page 6

The Addict’s Psalm
King Heroin is my shepherd;

I will always want.
He make me to lie down in the gutter.
He leads me beside troubled waters.

He destroys my soul. He leads me in the path of wickedness for his
effort’s sake.

Yes, I will walk through the valley of trouble, and will fear all evil, 
for you, Heroin, are with me.

Your needle and your capsule try to comfort me.
You strip the table of groceries in the presence of my family.

You rob my head of reason.
My cup of sorrow runs over. Surely heroin addiction shall stalk me 
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the damned

forever.

A police officer in Long Beach found this "psalm ” in a telephone 
booth along with a note stating: “I am a woman, 20 years old. For 

the past year and a half I have been wandering down the nightmare of a 
junkie. I want to quit dope. 1 try, but I can’t. Jail didn’t cure me; nor 
hospitalization. The doctor told my family it would have been better if 
the person who first hooked me on dope had taken a gun and blown my 
brains out. I wish she had! How 1 wish she had!”

—submitted by William Goodman

E nco u rag e  y o u r  c h i ld r e n  to  
bring friends over; let your house 
be one of those places w here kids 
like to come. D o n 't be so re stric ­
tive or in to leran t th a t y o u r c h i l­
dren’s friends feel uncom fortab le  
in your home.

If your children have less than 
desirable friends, re fusing  access 
to them will p ro d u ce  a n g e r  and  
bitterness. But you have a respon­
sibility to restrict access. D eciding 
when and where your child spends 
time with those friends is your p re­
rogative, e sp ec ia lly  if  you have 
conclusive evidence the friends are 
drug users or drinkers.

Even m ore im p o rtan t than  re ­
stricting access to such friends is 
communicating your co n cern s  to 
your c h ild re n . T e ll th e m  w h y  
you’re troubled by the decision to 
have these p a r tic u la r  p e o p le  as 
friends. A poor choice o f  friends 
should p rov ide  a te a c h a b le  m o ­
ment.

In A lcoholics A nonym ous, i t ’s 
common to hear p eop le  say they 
tried to solve th e ir  p ro b lem s by 
moving to a new com m unity, but it 
didn't work. However, it m ight be 
a more effective solution for kids. 
Sometimes a child becom es deeply 
involved in an unhealthy  su b cu l­
ture at a particular school. All the 
child’s friends m ay 
be drug users. Then 
the child  is c a u g h t 
using or drunk, and 
the parents have to 
decide what to do to 
save the child.

In such a case, the 
best choice m ay be 
to remove the ch ild  
from that subculture 
by moving the fam i­
ly. We know of a fa­
ther who to o k  h is  
sons from D allas to 
Nashville for this reason, and it re­
ally helped. M oving is not a cure- 
all or a quick-fix  so lu tion . But it 
can be a vital part o f  a plan to save 
a child.

A Great Opportunity
You have the o p p o rtu n ity  and 

responsib ility  to shape your ch il­
d ren 's  choices and behaviors. Your

com m itm ent to them  can be your 
m o s t v a lu a b le  p re v e n t io n  to o l 
against alcohol and other drugs. It 
teaches your kids to live up to that 
com m itm ent through tough times.

M odeling behavior that goes be­
yond m ediocrity  isn ’t easy. It re ­
quires looking inw ard to find the 
areas that need im provem ent and 

the will to im prove 
th o se  a reas . In the 
midst o f trying new 
techn iques fo r p re ­
ven tio n , n ev e r fo r­
g e t th a t  y o u  a re  
your m ost effective 
prevention tool.
Steve Arterburn is chief 
executive officer of New 
Life Treatment Centers, 
Inc., in Laguna Beach, 
California, which helps 
individuals fight a lco­
holism, drug addiction, 

and compulsive behavior. Jim Burns is 
president of the National Institute of Youth 
Ministry in San Clemente, California.
This article is adapted from their book, 
Drug-Proof Your Kids, and is used here 
by permission of Regal Books.

T h a t  g o d  is  l e f t  o u t  o f
PREVENTION MATERIAL IS IRONIC, 

BECAUSE MENTION OF HIM SATURATES 
THE LITERATURE ON TREATMENT.
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Spiritual Opportunities of Lent

W
e are well into the Lenten 
season on the C hristian 
calendar, which began on 
Ash Wednesday, February 
12. Lent is an old, old ob­
servance of the Christian 
Church whose beginnings 
go back to apostolic times. Through the 

centuries, it has been observed as a time 
of penitential preparation for Easter, 
with special emphasis on prayer, fast­
ing, self-denial, and worship.

Lent encompasses 40 days before 
Easter and is supposed to recall the 40- 
day wilderness temptation of Jesus. 
During Lent, some segments of the 
church make much of the passion of 
Jesus: His betrayal, arrest, trial, suffer­
ing, and crucifixion. Many observers 
confuse the symbols and meanings of 
Lent, so that its observance often 
amounts to little more than superficial 
diets, dismal denials, morbid thoughts, 
m elancholy hymns, extracurricular 
acts of piety, and shallow disciplines 
of personal behavior.

These practices may have some val­
ue by reminding us of the significance 
of discipline, but in themselves they 
fail to enhance our relationships with 
God and with others.

In our observance of Lent this year, 
we should not, in token fashion, morti­
fy our flesh as a means of purifying 
our souls, accept masochistically the 
disciplines imposed or approved by 
others, or attempt to stockpile pseudo­
holiness m erit or phony goodness 
through 40 days of self-denial and 
emotional repression.

Rather, as those who are saved by 
faith and not by works, we should use 
this sacred time between now and Eas­
ter for the purpose of deepened prayer,

by John A. Knight

careful reflection, spiritual renewal, and 
moral improvement. These weeks pro­
vide glorious opportunities to consider 
who we are and what we are to be­
come, to acknowledge and alter charac­
ter flaws that delay this “becoming,” 
and to allow the Holy Spirit to identify 
and enable us to pursue ideals that can 
make us au then tically  hum an and, 
hence, authentically children of God.

We are the children of God, not be­
cause we recite creeds, observe the 
sacraments, abide by the Manual, or

U s e  t h is  sa c r e d  t im e  f o r
DEEPENED PRAYER, CAREFUL 

REFLECTION, SPIRITUAL 
RENEWAL, AND MORAL 

IMPROVEMENT.

even keep the commandments. The re­
verse would be closer to the truth.

Instead, we are the children of God 
because we were made in His image to 
share His life. More important, we are 
the children of God because He has re­
made us in His likeness by His amaz­
ing grace. By grace we are saved 
through faith , and that not of our­
selves; “it is the gift of God” (Ephe­
sians 2 :8 ,  n i v ).

But to confess that we are of God 
should not be construed to mean that 
we are full-grown, full-blown children 
of the Most High. Mature and authen­
tic divinity is a derivative of potential­
ity. It is a growing, unfolding, and de­
veloping relationship.

The ultimate perfection of sons and 
daughters under God and by grace re­
quires that life be undertaken in terms of 
acceptance, affirmation, inclusiveness, 
sacrifice, and redemptive involvement.

Spiritual perfection practices accep­
tance of others. Acceptance is non- 
judgm ental. It is more interested in 
what is good than in what is right.

Spiritual perfection practices affir­
mation. It spies out what is good and 
constructive in others and nurtures it so 
that excellence and not mediocrity may 
come to dominate their personalities.

Spiritual perfection makes much of 
inclusiveness. It rejects generalizations 
and categories that break up the hu­
man family into sects, classes, and eth­
nic groups, nearly all of whom become 
paranoid about all who are not “their 
own” or “their kind.” Love does not 
care for labels and names and parties. 
It cares for people.

Spiritual perfection gives itself sac- 
rificially to causes that are humanizing 
in direction and quality. It dares to be 
generous w ithout u lterio r m otives, 
se lf-g iv in g  w ithou t co nsequen tia l 
fears. It affirms that the way to true 
saviorhood is to sacrifice and give, to 
hurt and endure, and, if need be, to 
hang on a cross for God and good, for 
humankind, for justice and peace.

This Lenten season is an exciting 
time to experience anew the joy of tran­
scendental and holy living and to do 
som ething sensible 
and productive by the 
vast pow er o f the 
Holy Spirit within us 
as children of God—a 
power none of us has 
yet fully demonstrat­
ed or utilized. ^
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The Family  Album

Adventures in Christian Parenting

Cowlicks and Salt 
Licks

JERRY AND LYNDA COHAGAN

Jerry Cohagan is one half of the comedy - 
drama duo, Hicks and Cohagan. Lynda is 
a high school English teacher in Olathe, 
Kansas.

C h a s e  h a s  m a d e  a f e w  c h a n g e s  this 
year. Most of them seem to have coin­
cided with his newfound freedom away 
from home from 8:20 until 11:20 in the 
morning five days a week.

It seems Chase has decided that he 
wants to let his hair grow long. Up until 
now he has been very happy, along with 
Mommy and Daddy, with his military- 
style buzz cut. It may not look the most 
stylish, but it certainly has been easy to 
maintain. Now all of a sudden Chase 
has decided that he has developed 
“tastes” in hairstyle. It seems that 
Kellen, a classmate, has long hair, and 
he's “way too cool.” Well, as any parent 
quickly learns, you pick your battles, 
and we decided to save our ammunition 
for something bigger. After all, our par­
ents waged the same war against us 
back in the early '70s and lost. Who 
was it who said, “Those who don't learn 
from history are bound to repeat it”? 
Patton? Churchill? Dobson?

Anyway, Chase’s hair is now growing 
out. He’s a long way from “so cool” yet, 
because he has inherited the same three 
cowlicks his daddy has. Although it no 
longer matters on Daddy’s head, which 
is becoming “follicly challenged,” right 
now Chase’s hair looks more like a 
Kansas wheat field in the middle of tor­

nado season. We’ve given him a spray 
bottle of water and several combs to try 
to help him stay on top of his new look 
in the mornings.

Chase has also begun spending way 
too much time just staring at himself in 
the mirror. We’ll send him off to brush 
his teeth, and 15 minutes later he won’t 
even have taken the cap off the tooth­
paste because he’s so enraptured with the 
little guy grinning back at him. When we 
query him about it, he smiles suavely at 
his reflection and says, “I’m just check­
ing myself out.” Although we’re not too 
sure how suave a six-year-old can look 
with two bottom teeth missing.

His favorite activity at school is 
“chasing girls.” When Mommy asked 
him why, he replied as if to a simpleton, 
“ ’Cause they’re there.” While Daddy 
and Chase high-fived. Mommy just 
hung her head in resignation. His 
kindergarten teacher shared with us how 
much Chase makes her laugh. It seems 
some female classmates 
were chasing him for a 
change and, in fact, caught 
him and began kissing him 
when the teacher told the 
girls that that wasn't proper 
behavior. Chase, wiping his 
cheek, spouted, “Yeah, it’s 
not like we’re in junior 
high!” Mommy and Daddy 
chuckled uneasily while the 
teacher regaled us with this 
story and said, “I’m not 
sure his classmates get his humor, but I 
sure do!” Mommy and Daddy shudder 
to think what junior high may hold.

Chase has also developed this exacer­
bating need for exactitude when ad­
dressing him in the English language. 
For instance, asking Chase to put his 
shoes and socks on will only lead to a 
discussion regarding the incorrect order 
in which Mommy or Daddy stated the 
task. Simply put, “How can I put my 
shoes and then my socks on?” Or when

the waiter brought us the bill, asking, 
“Was everything all right?” Chase felt 
the need to tell the waiter that there was 
no way we could ever know if every­
thing was all right.

Along with his schooling has come a 
new sense of independence. It’s almost 
as if, now that he’s joined the ranks of 
the educated, Mom and Dad are just tak­
ing up some of his air space. Oh, he tol­
erates us, but he constantly makes us 
aware of the fact that we’re a bit of a nui­
sance to him at times. We imagine this is 
to be expected to some degree. After all, 
with independence comes the need to see 
how far it reaches. We also understand 
the beginning signs of peer pressure and 
the need to be accepted by others.

So far, school is a “cool” thing. But 
we know there will be many challenges 
beyond kindergarten, that there will be 
many influences, both good and bad, 
throughout Chase’s life. So we will con­
tinue to blanket our children in prayer 
and surround Chase with as many influ­
ences as possible that point him toward 
the One who gives life. For we know 
that by the time he really is in junior 
high, the voices of his peers will be 
much louder than the voices of his par­
ents. But we also believe in the prayers 
of parents and grandparents and the 
power of the legacy of “a great cloud of 
witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1, n i v ). Some-

Chase
shoes

asked, “How can I put my 
and then my socks on?”

times it may be rough going, but we 
want our kids to be salt and light in their 
schoolrooms.

And just as Chase has taught us that 
you can’t put your shoes on before your 
socks, we will continue to teach him 
that you can't be a light if you don’t 
know the Fight. We hope Chase’s class­
mates see in his spirit something that is 
“way too cool.” For who was it that said 
that you don’t “light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl” (Matthew 5:15, n iv )?  ^
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Dust—Thou Art
C. ELLEN WATTS

C. Ellen Watts is a freelance writer living in 
Nampa, Idaho.

If  i t  is  t r u e  t h a t  o n e ’ s  h o m e  is a 
reflection o f oneself, then I can 
prove beyond the proverbial shad­
ow o f doubt that an om niscient 
G od really did fashion m an from 
dust. I accidentally discovered this 
while preparing for an open 
house— an exercise that not only 
festered the splinter o f my d iscon­
tent but alm ost scurried me o ff to 
the mall to try to buy the sort o f  e l­
egance that so beautifully graces 
the hom es o f folks I admire.

Instead, considering all that 
dust, I m uttered a hastily adapted 
version o f a fam iliar prayer: “God, 
grant m e the gall to tastefully 
arrange decor over those spots I 
have no tim e to clean; the energy 
to polish w hatever I can; and 
enough m em ory to recall that 
white gloves are currently out of 
fashion.”

Back when I still wore hair rib ­
bons, we som etim es gathered 
around our battery-operated Philco 
radio and listened to One M a n ’s 
Family. Punctuated by a steady 
stream  o f tea trays and elaborate 
dinner parties, the lives o f this all­
adult fam ily hum m ed endlessly on 
inside the four-story house com ­

plete with dust-free heirloom  fur­
nishings that was once my dream  
home. And with Hattie.

Hattie kept all four stories spot­
less. She ironed countless starched 
white shirts for three generations 
o f men who often discussed m on­
ey but seldom  referred to the busi­
ness o f  earning it. Hattie dealt with 
food and dinner parties, laid tea 
trays to perfection, hem m ed ball 
gow ns, offered sage advice to the 
young and foolish (m ore often 
than not after m idnight), and still 
found tim e to serve as soloist for 
the E aster sunrise service. I know  
she could have handled open 
house for me.

The four-story house and the tea 
trays I could do w ithout, but as the 
days dw indled, I desperately need­
ed a Hattie. H attie, I knew, could 
have dealt im partially 
with clutter.

N orm ’s photography 
m agazines and cross­
word paraphernalia, for 
instance, were a part o f 
his scenic backdrop (as 
well as his front and 
side drops). How m uch 
could I rem ove w ithout 
disturbing a bit o f the 
essence o f this man 
who has so cheerfully  financed my 
book buying for going on 49 
years? Too cheerfully, perhaps, for 
som e o f the oldest and dearest vol­
um es had suddenly becom e a part 
o f the clutter.

How could I allow such 
thoughts w hen m any o f the most 
tattered am ong those books were 
also cherished friends? I could no 
more hide them  aw ay in a closet 
than 1 could sw eep the m arks of

w hat can seem  like a hundred 
grandkids beneath my worn 
kitchen throw  rug.

W hile trying to bring order out o f 
chaos and becom e a person I was 
not in order to im press people who 
had already accepted me as I am, I 
experienced the gentle nudge o f a 
still small Voice asking what was 
the big deal. Had I not been content 
with my hom e as it w as? O ther than 
clean all over for a change, why 
need a house be anything other than 
in its usual cozy state?

I then rem em bered that con ten t­
m ent com es not from  striving to 
clone with those we adm ire, but 
from  being at ease w ith oneself 
and o n e’s surroundings (even 
o n e ’s shortcom ings) and, above 
all, with o n e’s God. Besides, "The 
person w ho w orries over w hat o th­
er people think w ou ldn ’t worry 
half so m uch if  he really knew 
how seldom  he [or his hom e] is 
the subject o f  their thoughts”
(from  A pples o f  Gold).

H attie or no Hattie, I m eekly 
prom ised to be content w ith the 
state I had so eagerly agreed to be

I experienced the gentle nudge of 
a still small Voice asking what 
was the big deal.

in when asked to participate in an 
open house involving several 
hom es.

The big event cam e and went, 
and I sensed that G od was pleased 
with the w hole affair. A fter the 
dust settled, it occurred to me that 
the next best was yet to com e.

I had fought a good fight with 
both dust and discontent. My c lu t­
ter was safe. 1 had finished my 
turn.
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Words of Faith o

Resurrection
ROB L. STAPLES

teaching the Christian faith as a pastor 
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

E a s t e r  s p e a k s  t o  u s  of "resurrec­
tion." Christian faith confesses, in the 
words of  the Apostles' Creed, “I be­
lieve in . . . the resurrection of  the 
body." Resurrection is a trustworthy 
description of our future because it 
has already happened in our history. 
Christ's resurrection is the central 
event of the New Testament, which 
gave birth to Christian faith.

For Paul, Christ’s resurrection pre­
supposes a general resurrection at the 
end of history (1 Corinthians 15:16) 
of  which Christ’s resurrection is the 
"firstfruits" (vv. 20-23). In raising Je­
sus from the dead, God demonstrated 
His purpose to raise others who have 
been united with Christ through faith. 
The link between His resurrection and 
ours is indicated in passages such as 
John 5:25-26; Romans 6:4-5; and 1 
Peter 1:3-4. Jesus was the fir s t  one to 
be raised, but He will not be the only 
one!

What can we learn about the nature 
of our  resurrection from the fact of 
His?  Christian faith has steadfastly 
proclaimed that the body  will be 
raised. The Apostles’ Creed does not 
tie belief in "life everlasting" to the

idea o f  the “immortality of  the soul,” 
but rather to faith in the "resurrection 
of  the body." Pagan Greek philosophy 
was dualistic, teaching that the real 
essence of  the person was the soul.
All matter was considered to be evil, 
the physical body being a prison in 
which the soul was trapped during its 
sojourn in this earthly life. The soul 
alone was immortal and untouchable 
by death.

In contrast to this dualism, biblical 
thought sees the person as a unity. It 
has been said that a body without a 
soul is a corpse, but a soul without a 
body is a ghost. Life after death 
means the resurrection of  the whole 
person. In the New Testament, only 
God is essentially immortal (1 Timo­
thy 6:15). When we human beings are 
spoken of as having immortality, it is 
derivative, something that we “put 
on" (1 Corinthians 15:53-54, n r s v ) or 
with which we must be “clothed” 
( n i v ). It is not something 
we already possess by na­
ture but is a gift of grace 
made possible by Christ’s 
own resurrection from the 
dead. (John 5:28-29 and 
Acts 24:15 seem to teach 
that even the wicked will 
be raised from the dead in 
order to be judged.)

The resurrected life is 
continuous with the life 
we have here and now as 
believers who have been buried with 
Christ in baptism and raised to new 
life (Romans 6:4). Paul tells us that 
God “made us alive with Christ" and 
“raised us up” with Him (Ephesians 
2:5-6, n i v ). Our resurrection is both 
“realized" and “future,” both “al­
ready” and “not yet.”

As for the future aspect, Paul 
speaks of the resurrected body as a 
“spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 
15:44). In this earthly existence, since

our bodies are physical, we cannot 
fully know what a spiritual body is. 
Whatever it is, it will enable us to 
know and communicate with one an­
other in the future state, just as this 
physical body enables us to do so in 
the physical world.

Certainly the body of the risen Je­
sus, whatever it was like, enabled 
Him to communicate with, and be rec­
ognized by, the disciples in the Upper 
Room. His risen body was different 
from His pre-Easter body; sometimes 
He was not even recognized by those 
who had known Him in the flesh.
Thus there was discontinuity. But 
there was also continuity; they could 
see His nail scars.

Do we come forth as spiritual bod­
ies immediately after death, or must 
we await the last day and Christ’s sec­
ond coming? One can find biblical 
proof texts that seem to validate either 
position. But we know this: If we live 
and die in Christ, we go to be with 
Christ. It is also our destiny to be like 
Christ, with a resurrection body like 
His. Whether or not our Christian 
loved ones who have died are already 
like Christ in that sense, we can rest

assured that they are now with Christ. 
The chronological details are not the 
main point of our Christian hope. In 
any case, it is Christ who awaits us in 
death, and it is Christ who awaits us at 
the end of the age.

His resurrection is the best clue to 
our own. "Now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known”— except for this: 
“we shall be like him" (1 John 3:2, 
n i v ) .  tu

Christ’s resurrection is the best 
clue to our own.

M a r c h  1 9 9 7 19



THE CONVINCING 
POWER OF THE CROSS

Reading the Gospel o f Mark from Inside Doubt

by Mark S. Copley, pastor,
Church o f the Nazarene, Abingdon, Virginia

T
hree groups o f people re ­
late to the Christian faith. 
F irst, the insiders. In sid ­
ers are the re g u la r  c u s ­
tom ers, gathering around 
the table w eekly for “the 
u s u a l.” A s in s id e rs , w e 
have a taste for correct cerem ony, 

o rthodoxy , and  acts o f  piety. We 
k n o w  th e  m e n u , s p e a k  C h r is -  
tianese fluently, and can order our 
favorite hym ns by number.

In  con trast, the ou tsiders stand 
outside the church: the ir­
r e lig io u s ,  th e  a g n o s tic , 
th e  p ro f e s s e d  a th e is t .
S o m e  a re  o u ts id e r s  by  
choice, having  purposely  
d i s ta n c e d  th e m s e lv e s  
from  the C h ris tian  fa ith  
because they find  it nei­
ther intellectually satisfy­
ing  n o r m o ra lly  a c c e p t­
a b le .  T h e y  w ill  n o t  
b e liev e . O th ers  are  o u t­
siders because they have been hurt 
through experiences o f  abuse, suf­
f e r in g ,  o r  r e l ig io u s  h y p o c r is y . 
They cannot believe.

Then com e the inside/outsiders. 
These are the doubters. They have 
not com pletely  forsaken  the faith  
but have chosen to put it to the test 
w ith  skep tic ism  and doubt. T hey 
stand in the back o f the sanctuary, 
inside but outside. They are w ill­
ing to believe, yet are d issatisfied 
w ith the shallow ness o f an un ex ­
am in ed  fa ith . T h o m as s till lives 
am ong the disciples.

D oubters and outsiders are often 
in v ite d  to  c o n s id e r  the  c la ss ica l

p h ilo so p h ic a l a rg u m e n ts  fo r  the  
e x is te n c e  o f  G o d . T h e se  e i th e r  
draw  upon the w orld (i.e., the ob­
se rv ab le , e m p iric a l u n iv e rse )  as 
evidence o f a creator G od or upon 
the hum an ethical experience, with 
G o d  as a n e c e s s a ry  p o s tu la te .  
T h e se  u n d o u b te d ly  h av e  v a lu e . 
W ho has not looked up at a starry 
sky or view ed the vast ocean w ith­
out considering a divine artist be­
hind the m asterpiece? W ho has not 
w restled w ith our seem ingly innate

sense o f ju stice  w ithout im agining 
a d iv in e  ju d g e ?  A s lo n g  as th e  
s ta rs  sh in e  b r ig h tly  an d  p e o p le  
strive to be just, hum an m inds will 
turn to consider God.

B ut how  does one ad d ress  the 
existence o f G od in the face o f in­
ju s t ic e , h u m an  ev il, and  n a tu ra l 
d isa s te rs?  C rea tio n  w h isp e rs  the 
nam e o f God, but tragedy scream s 
in godless horror. Forty  thousand  
peop le  starve to dea th  every  day 
on this fa ir p lanet. If  G od ex ists, 
can w e call H im  good in a w orld 
like th is?  V isit A u sch w itz , south  
central Los A ngeles, or the victim  
o f a term inal illness, and the argu­

m ents suddenly d o n 't seem  so un ­
flappable.

H ow  does the good new s about 
Jesus C hrist read against the back­
drop o f hum an suffering and unbe­
lief? Is philosophy the only w ay o f 
con v ersin g  w ith  doub t and un b e­
l ie f?  D o w e n e e d  m o re  p u lp i t-  
p o u n d in g  p re s e n ta t io n s  o f  d o c ­
tr in e ?  I th in k  not. T he d ra m a tic  
narrative o f the C ross has a unique 
convincing pow er in itself.

The Gospel o f M ark is an excel­
le n t  e x a m p le .  R o b e r t  
F o w ler w rites: “M ark  is 
an ac tion  filled  narrative 
p layed  ou t w ith  its au d i­
ence a lw ays fo rem o st in 
m ind . T he ac tio n  o f  the 
story  can  often  be im ag ­
ined being enacted before 
o u r  e y e s , on  a s t a g e .” 1 
T he ligh ts go dow n, and 
M ark’s dram atic presenta­
tion o f the Gospel begins.

“The beginning o f the gospel o f 
J e s u s  C h r is t ,  th e  S o n  o f  G o d "  
(M ark 1:1). The dram a begins with 
a statem ent o f faith, M ark’s dogma. 
T here is no attem pt here to prove 
anything— ju st the daring, dogm at­
ic statem ent that Jesus Christ is the 
S on  o f  G o d  and  the  p ro m ise  o f 
good news to follow. The sentence 
invites the audience to know about 
G od not through creation or other 
philosophic argum ents, but through 
the perso n  o f  Jesu s C h ris t, c h ie f  
character in the drama.

The G ospel has three scenes that 
deal w ith this central them e o f rec­
ognizing God in the person o f Je-

H e a v e n  is  s il e n t , n o  v o ic e  t h is
TIME. USING HIS LAST BREATH, 

JESUS CRIES OUT AND DIES.
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sus. In th e  f i r s t  tw o  
sce n es , o n ly  h e a v e n  
know s. In  scen e  o n e , 
Jesus is claim ed by His 
F a th e r’s v o ic e  at H is 
baptism. “You are my 
Son, w h o m  I lo v e ; 
w ith y o u  I am  w e ll  
p leased” (M ark  1:11, 
n i v ) .  L a te r , in  s c e n e  
two, the V oice speaks 
s im ila r w o rd s  a g a in , 
this tim e in  th e  p re s ­
ence o f three d isciples 
at the T ran sfig u ra tio n  
(9:7). N either o f  these

scenes offers any hum an response 
to  th e  d iv in e ly  s p o k e n  d o g m a . 
“T he characters on the stage with 
Jesus dem onstrate no grasp o f the 
ac tio n  ta k in g  p lace  b e fo re  th e ir  
ey e s .”2 T h is is M ark ’s in ten tio n , 
fo r  th e  c h a ra c te rs  a ro u n d  Je su s  
function only as the dram atic sub­
je c ts  in the story. “T he reader o f 
M ark is the actual subject; it is (the 
re a d e r ]  w h o  see s  an d  h e a rs ,  in  
im a g in a t io n ,  th e  u n fo ld in g  
d ra m a .” 3 O n ly  the  au d ien ce  w it­
nessing the dram a is in a position 
to grasp w hat is happening on the 
stage. The m essage is for us.

Jesus goes to  Jerusalem , w hich 
leads us to the third scene. There, 
He is rejected, betrayed, falsely ac­
cused , unfa irly  condem ned, b ea t­
e n , s p a t  u p o n , a b a n d o n e d  by 
friends, and crucified , naked  and 
hum ilia ted , betw een  tw o th ieves. 
There, at the point o f His greatest 
s u f f e r in g ,  J e s u s  lo o k s  to w a rd  
heaven and cries, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sa b a ch th a n i? ” The crow d m isun­
derstands, but M ark translated for 
his audience, “M y G od, m y God, 
w h y  h a v e  y o u  f o r s a k e n  m e ? ” 
(15:34, n i v ). H eaven is silent, no 
v o ic e  th is  tim e . U s in g  H is la s t 
breath, Jesus cries out and dies.

A t th a t d a rk  m o m en t, w e o b ­
serve tw o very  im portan t events. 
F irst, the curtain in the Tem ple, the 
v e il  s e p a ra t in g  th e  w o rld  fro m  
G od’s holy presence, is torn in two 
from  top to bottom . No one except 
the high p riest dared  to approach 
the holy place behind the curtain.

Now  the barrier is de­
stroyed. The holy Pres­
ence that was once re-

HE TORTURED SOUL WHO LOOKS TO m ost inside  o f  the in-

HEAVEN WITH CLENCHED TEETH AND o ^ ^ c o m T o T o f
hiding. H e is abou t to

H. Armstrong Roberts

T,
BROKEN VOICE CRYING, “WHERE ARE reveal h im self in a new 

way not bound by reli­
g io u s  s t ru c tu re s  an dYOU, GOD?” HAS FOUND A BROTHER way"°‘ bound by reli'

AND FRIEND IN JESUS CHRIST. 7 7 7  ,h e  s c e n e
m o v e s  to  th e  fo o t o f  
the Cross. There stands 
a R om an centurion. He

continued on page 27
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My Resurrection Story
by Cathy Mogus

ood Friday. I stared up 
at m y p asto r in d isb e ­
lief. H ow  could he ask 
me to take Com m union 
all by  m y se lf?  D id n ’t 
h e  r e a l iz e  w h a t  an  
a w k w a rd  p o s i t io n  he 

w as p u ttin g  m e in?  I sh o o k  m y 
head and looked away.

I was p laying the piano for my 
church’s special m orning service. I 
a lso  sang  a so lo , a cco m p an y in g  
m yself, during C om m union.

C ustom arily , the e lders passed  
the w afers and ju ice  to the m em ­
bers o f the congregation. But Pas­
tor G reene, our new  m inister, had 
changed the tradition for this par­
ticular m eeting. H e stood alone at 
the  tab le , the  ju ic e  and  a s in g le  
loaf o f  bread before him.

“I ’m  inviting you to com e to the 
tab le  in  fa m ilie s  to d ay ,” he to ld  
those  assem bled . “ I w an t fa thers  
and m others to break bread togeth­
er, and w ith their ch ildren .”

U p until that m om ent, I ’d been 
enjoying the service. I liked Pastor 
G reene’s form at. He read the scrip­
tural account o f C hrist’s death, and 
the congregation  sang appropriate 
hy m n s b e tw een  the len g th y  p a s ­
sages. There was special m usic and 
C o m m u n io n . B ut w hen  he m en ­
tioned fam ilies partaking together, 
m y m ind suddenly w andered from 
the Cross to myself.

It had been three years since my 
m arriage fell apart. I d id n ’t w ant
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I didn ’t want the divorce, 
but it happened anyway.

the

I

the d ivorce, but it happened  any­
way. It was a shocking blow  to our 
three teenagers, w ho seldom  saw 
their parents even argue.

T h e  b o y s  w e re  n o w  o n  th e ir  
own, busy w ith  co llege and  jobs. 
My daughter, alm ost 18, lived with 
m e, b u t sh e  h a d  s ta y e d  h o m e . 
B re a k in g  b re a d  w i th o u t  th e m  
w ould be painful. I was glad I was 
at the piano. M aybe no one w ould 
notice if I d id n 't go up.

“ I f  yo u  a re  a lo n e  to d a y ,"  
p a s to r  w as  s a y in g ,
“please jo in  a fam ily or 
a friend.”

The church  had been 
my biggest support after 
the divorce. I was fo rtu ­
n a te  to  h av e  so  m an y  
close friends who shared 
m y fa i th .  B u t h o w  I 
m is s e d  m y fa m ily  o f  
five!

T h e  c e n te r  a is le s  
filled. P asto r G reene p rayed  over 
the fam ilies  and sm all g roups as 
they  p arto o k  o f  the em b lem s to ­
gether. I sang my song and contin­
ued to play the piano softly.

T he last person  re tu rned  to his 
seat. T he p a s to r le ft the tab le  to 
s ta n d  b e h in d  th e  p u lp i t  fo r  th e  
c losing  hym n. N o one seem ed  to 
notice that I hadn’t taken C om m u­
nion. I was relieved.

T hen  P as to r G reen e  lo o k ed  at 
m e. H e sm iled  gen tly . “C athy , I 
d id n 't  m ean  to  fo rg e t  y o u ,” he 
a p o lo g iz e d .  " P le a s e  go  to  th e  
tab le.”

T ears filled  m y eyes. M y face 
felt hot. How could  he ask me to 
do that in front o f all these people? 
It w as b ad  e n o u g h  b e in g  a lo n e  
w ithout being singled out!

“ I 'm  su re  s o m e o n e  w il l  jo in  
you,” he coaxed.

F re d  an d  Jo a n , g o o d  f r ie n d s , 
stepped  forw ard. I had no choice 
but to jo in  them . Tears ran dow n

my cheeks as I fum bled  w ith the 
bread and ju ice.

A s so o n  as I p la y e d  th e  la s t  
hym n, I g rabbed  my coat and a l­
m o s t ra n  o u t o f  th e  c h u rc h .  I 
cou ldn ’t get my VW  R abbit out of 
the parking lot fast enough.

I drove to my favorite thinking 
sp o t, a b e a u tifu l b ea ch  n ea r m y 
h o m e . I s ta y e d  in  th e  c a r  an d  
sobbed out my frustration.

"W hy, G od? W hy?” I shouted. I 
w asn ’t th ink ing  about the service

WOULD FLING ASIDE THE CROSS 
OF SELF-PITY AND EMBRACE 

GOD’S RESURRECTION POWER.

anym ore. I was having a pity party 
over the fact that I was single. It 
s e e m e d  a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  it w as 
G ood  Friday. I w as d ragg ing  my 
cross once more.

I tried  to get a grip  on m yself. 
W asn’t I the person who told o th ­
ers that spring alw ays follow s w in­
ter? T hat the sun shines after every 
s to rm ?  W as it re a lly  as bad  as I 
was m aking it out to be?

I f  I looked  tru th  in the face , I 
had to adm it my life w asn 't dull. 
In fact. I 'd  had som e o f the best 
experiences o f my adulthood since 
my divorce. The death o f any m ar­
riage is ugly, but God has the pow ­
er to resurrec t the hurting  parties 
to new life.

"D o  no t re m e m b er the fo rm er 
th ings, nor consider the th ings o f 
old. Behold, I will do a new thing 
. . .” (Isaiah 43:18-19, n k j v ) was 

highlighted in my Bible.
I did have a resu rrec tion  story. 

P eo p le  I h a rd ly  kn ew  lo v ed  me

through the dark m onths follow ing 
m y s e p a ra t io n  fro m  J im . O ld  
friends ra llied . T hey boosted  my 
self-esteem  and kept me em otion­
ally balanced.

Being a hom em aker m ost o f my 
m arried life, I suddenly found m y­
self on w elfare. M iraculously, the 
L ord  o p en ed  the  d o o r fo r m e to 
w o rk  in a m e d ic a l c l in ic ,  ev en  
though I had no previous training. 
Not only did it pay the bills, but al­
so it was therapeutic. I d idn’t have 

tim e  to  fe e l s o r ry  fo r  
myself.

Twenty years o f fam i­
ly life had taken its toll 
on m y furniture and ap­
p lian ces . I w as ab le  to 
purchase som e new and 
used  item s. R ed eco ra t­
ing my house gave me a 
trem endous lift.

I ’ve done som e w on­
derfu l “firs ts” like sa il­

ing, canoeing , and jo in in g  a vo l­
leyball team . I 'v e  d irec ted  th ree  
C h ris tia n  ad u lt m u sica l d ram as, 
and I’ve had opportunities to sing 
and speak.

Best o f all, F ve  grow n spiritual­
ly. I co m m itted  m y life  to  Jesus 
C hrist as a sm all child, but I d idn’t 
re a lly  co m p re h e n d  the  d ep th  o f 
His love until m y divorce. F ve  had 
to  ab an d o n  m y se lf  to  H im  o v er 
and over again.

As a result, I am  a m ore com pas­
sionate person. I can now identify 
with the lonely and hurting. I have 
a greater desire to introduce others 
to the L ord’s unconditional love.

As I w atched the waves gingerly 
lick at the beach on that G ood Fri­
day afternoon, I m ade a decision. 
Som ehow  I w ould fling aside the 
cross o f self-p ity  and concentrate 
on enjoying the new life God was 
giving me. H is resurrection pow er 
w ould m ake it possible.

And it has. ^
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EASTER: THE HEd

W
hat should be the fi­
nal lines in the saga 
o f  G o lg o th a ?  I t is 
incorrect to say that 
the  s to ry  w as o v e r  
w h en  th e  w h isp e rs  
o f  C h r i s t ’s b re a th  
fa d ed  in to  s ti l ln e s s  b e n e a th  the 

m ocking letters I.N .R .I.: Jesus o f  
Nazareth, the King o f  the Jews. If 
H is splendid  life ended  there, the 
rest o f  the tale is a pow erless piece 
o f hum an fiction.

It is not the death on the Cross 
but the outcom e o f that event that 
offers the greatest m eaning for all 
hum ankind . T he C ross rem ains a 
pow erful sym bol because it is the 
im age o f the cost o f  our redem p­
tion and Jesus’ w illingness to pay 
th a t p rice . B ut th e  rea l g lo ry  o f  
C hristianity is its abstraction— life.
The Cross is an object, a concrete, 
co ld  sym bol that stands for w hat 
w e a ll u n d e rs ta n d : J e s u s ’ d ea th  
and ours too. But the Resurrection 
is a pow erful and w onderful truth 
that cannot be sym bolized; w hile 
incontrovertib ly  true, it is too ab­
stract a concept to be captured in a 
single image.

The Greatest Truth
T he R esurrection  speaks to the 

g re a te s t tru th  o f  o u r fa ith : tr a n ­
scendence. Let us not be afraid o f 
this word. It sim ply m eans that the 
m ost valuable parts o f  all we b e­
liev e  are  n o t as c o n c re te  as the 
Cross. The Cross says that He died 
and  rem in d s  us th a t so w ill we.
But w hat is m ost m agnificent can­
not be objectified  or proven “sci­
en tifica lly ."  T he R esurrection  in ­
troduces us to a w hole battery  o f 
truth that we cannot prove. Jesus is 
alive, but it rem ains unthinkable to 
m an y  th a t th is  o n c e -d e a d  m an ,
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Believers must again lift up the Resii
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w ho had w alked on earth in the era 
o f the C aesars, stepped out o f  His 
to m b  an d  is ev en  now  as m u ch  
a liv e  as H e e v e r w as b e fo re  He 
was carried into it.

Transcendent truths are like that. 
T hey  are hard  to believe because 
they  ex ceed  the lim its  o f  hum an  
ex p erien ce  and  p en e tra te  beyond  
all logical categories o f  possibility. 
T h e  tru th  o f  the r isen  L o rd  w as 
d o u b te d  by th e  a p o s t le s  th e m ­
selves w hen they first encountered 
it (Luke 24:11). A fter the disciples 
were changed by this overw helm ­
ing tran scen d en t tru th  and  cou ld  
adm it that w hile dead m en gener­
ally do not live again, their M aster 
did , they  w ent o u t to  p reach  the 
R esurrection.

C h ris tian ity  is founded  on th is 
transcendent truth. N o one doubts 
tha t m en d ie, even  on cro sses  to 
w hich they w illingly yield. H arder 
to  be lieve  is that once dead  they 
c o n tin u e  l iv in g . Y et th is  is th e  
g rea test tru th  and  the im p era tiv e  
that creates the C hristian faith. The 
G reek  w ord  a n a sta s is  m eans “ to 
stand again.” And so He did! And 
w hen o u r S av io r sto o d  th a t f irs t 
E aster, H e s tood  no t on ly  so w e 
w o u ld  n o tice  He w as no  lo n g e r  
dead but also  to  take a stand  fo r 
the transcendent truth o f the resur­
rected life. C hristianity cannot sur­
vive w ithout this truth.

The Imperative Truth
So im pera tive  is the R esu rrec ­

tion  tru th  fo r m ank ind  th a t none 
can know  salvation w ithout believ­
ing  it. P au l w ro te : “T h a t if  you 
confess with your m outh, ‘Jesus is 
L o rd ,’ and  b e liev e  in y o u r heart 
that God raised him  from  the dead, 
you will be saved” (R om ans 10:9,
NIV).

So IMPERATIVE IS THE 
HUMANKIND THAT N01 

WITHOUT
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ction as central to Christian teaching
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SURRECTION TRUTH FOR 
CAN KNOW SALVATION 
JEVING IT.

W hen Paul m ade his defense be­
fore A grippa and Festus, he spoke 
o f how he had com e to believe in 
Christ. H is testim ony was well re ­
ce iv ed  u n til he m ade m en tion  o f 
the R esurrection; then he was ac­
cu sed  o f  m ad n ess  (A c ts  2 6 :2 4 ). 
W hen Paul spoke on M ars Hill, the 
logicians balked at his speaking of 
th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  (1 7 :1 6 -3 4 ) .  
W here the Cross gives way to the 
crow n, C hristian ity  becom es hard 
for m any to believe.

If  the R esurrection  tru th  seem s 
h a rd  fo r  u s , w h o  h av e  th e  N ew  
T estam ent w itness as a backdrop, 
we can im m ediately see how hard 
it m ust have been  for the core o f 
C h ris t’s d iscip les, w ho w ere con ­
fronted by it w ithout the advantage 
o f h istorical perspective. Im agine 
the wom en at the tom b as they d is­
cover that the dead Jesus is really 
the living Jesus. B abbling excited­
ly, they rush to report the new s to 
the apostles. U nderstandab ly , the 
apostles are dum bfounded  by the 
incoherent chatter o f these w om en 
and are skeptical o f their report.

T h en  Je su s , ev e ry  w h it a liv e , 
w alks in on the disciples. They are 
g ripped  by the terro r that springs 
from  the realm  o f the supernatural 
an d  th e  o cc u lt. T w o o r th re e  o f  
them  probably pinch them selves to 
be sure they are aw ake. Suddenly, 
lik e  a rad ian t b u rs t o f  g lory , the 
sam e truth daw ns on them  that had 
c o m e  e a r l i e r  to  th o s e  e x c i te d  
w om en. It is true! Jesus is alive!

The Unique Factor
“ A n d  i f  C h r is t  h a s  n o t b e e n  

ra ise d , o u r p re a c h in g  is u se le ss  
and so is your fa ith” (1 C orin th i­
ans 15:14, n i v ).  The sine qua non 
o f  o u r fa ith  is the  R esu rrec tio n . 
T h is  is th e  o u ts ta n d in g , u n iq u e

factor o f C hristianity. I f  C hrist be 
d ead , w h a t rea l im p ro v em en t is 
C hristian ity  over a score o f  o ther 
lo fty  p h ilo so p h ies?  E ith er C h rist 
has risen from  the grave, or we are 
fo o ls  fo r  b e l ie v in g  so . E i th e r  
C hrist is alive, or the Cross was a 
black hour, for it was the end o f a 
b r illia n t little  s ta rb u rs t o f  e th ics 
and love. E ither the R esurrection  
happened, or the Cross m ust issue 
th is  s o le m n  p ro n o u n c e m e n t:  
“A las, he was only a m an, and we 
have stolen his life and breath. We 
are all orphans. God had no Son. 
We h av e  no F a th e r  in  h eav en . I 
hav e  p ro v e n  he w ho  m ad e  such  
claim s to be a fraud.” But this p ro­
nouncem ent is true only if  the R es­
urrection never happened!

O f course, being children whom  
the m odem  age has nearly w eaned 
from  transcendence, w e m ay find 
the L ord’s return to life “unbeliev­
ab le .” It is b eyond  our sc ien tific  
understanding. It is not biological. 
It is illogical and cannot be proven 
objectively. It is for these reasons 
that m any have shelved The R esur­
rection in the ch ildren’s section o f 
fantasies, m ake-believe, and tales 
o f the B rothers Grim m , w here the 
dead prince is brought back to life 
and “they all lived happily ever af­
ter.”

In its ea rliest d iscovery  by the 
w o m en , the  R e su rre c tio n  w as a 
jo y fu l m adness: in san e ly  “u n b e ­
lievable” because it was so instan­
taneous yet overw helm ingly  true. 
A ccording to John’s account, after 
seeing Him  alive, the w om en ran 
to bring the report to John and S i­
m on Peter, who rushed to the em p­
ty tom b and “believed” when they 
saw  the d isca rd ed  b u ria l c lo th s . 
Soon afterw ard, Jesus appeared to 
His disciples.
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It w as hard fo r the d iscip les to 
accept the Resurrection: they were 
too close to it. It was im possib le  
for them  to stand back from  a d is­
tance o f 20 centuries and view  it 
objectively as we do. But accept it 
th ey  d id! In tru th , n e a rly  a ll o f  
them  w ere  la te r  m arty red  ra th e r 
th an  say  it d id  no t happen . M en 
w ill som etim es tell lies, but they 
will not die for those lies. Each o f 
these m en died still clinging to the 
“unbelievab le” transcenden t truth 
that Jesus had risen from  the dead.

A Historical Fact
M any say there w as no R esu r­

rection. But all o f  the New Testa­
m ent w itnesses believed  the R es­
urrection to be a fa c t  o f  history. So 
have the real defenders o f the faith 
in every generation.

As surely as Pontius Pilate was 
a real historical figure, so was Je­
sus o f N azareth. As surely as His 
d e a th  on th e  C ro s s  re a l ly  h a p ­
pened, so did the R esurrection be­
com e its joyous outcom e. We who 
believe m ust regain the lost im per­
a tiv e  o f  l i f t in g  up  the  
R esu rrec tio n  as cen tra l 
to C hristian teaching. In 
c o n tra s tin g  th e  im p o r­
tan ce  o f  the C ro ss  and 
th e  R e s u r r e c t io n ,  w e 
n e e d  to  re m in d  o u r ­
se lv e s  th a t C h r is t w as 
dead for only three days, 
b u t H e h as  n o w  b e e n  
a liv e  fo r  2 ,0 0 0  y e a rs .
W e n e e d  to  r e c a l l  to  
co n sc io u sn e ss  tha t H is 
return from  the grave is the all-im ­
portant victory that has kept C hris­
tianity out o f the graveyard o f oth­
er lofty philosophies and religions.

T h e  r is e n  C h r is t ,  m ad e  a liv e  
again by his F a ther's  power, is the 
on ly  reason  w e have for rem em ­
bering the Cross. So we m ust for­
get the “ M essiah  o f  the m ed ia ,” 
who takes so m uch film to die and 
so little to rise again. The R esur­
re c t io n  is to o  im p o r ta n t  to  be 
shelved as an “ incidental” area o f 
Jesus’ existence and teaching.

We m ust also cease this business 
o f talking as though His return to

life was only the m om entary  o u t­
com e o f the Cross. This cannot be 
accom plished so long as w e speak 
o f  th e  R e s u r re c t io n  in  th e  p a s t 
ten se , as if  it w ere all over. T he 
R esurrection  is not a thing o f the 
past and therefo re  can ne ith er be 
forgotten nor taken for granted. It 
is co n tin u o u s , rig h t dow n  to the

p resen t. A t th is m om ent Jesus is 
still living. His life extends across 
all tim e from  the  C aesa rs  to the 
Space Age. Indeed, His life is the 
b lessed  incarnate  life o f  eternity . 
T he R esurrection  is the recu rren t 
them e in the sym phony o f the cen­
turies, the golden thread w oven in­
to the fabric o f  tim e itself.

The Resurrection m eant trium ph 
to the d is illu sio n ed  apostles w ho 
had given C hrist their livelihood, 
allegiance, and devotion. It is our 
o n ly  sh o t at ho p e  and  m ean in g . 
Ju s t as the R esu rrec tio n  tied  to ­
g e th er again  the broken  cords o f

ex istence and sw ept aw ay the de­
sp a ir  o f  C h r is t ’s a p o s tle s , le t it 
b ind us to som ething m ore m ean­
in g fu l  th a n  an  in te l le c tu a l iz e d  
C hrist who is but a gilded psychia­
trist or pious m oralist for the cu r­
ren t generation . S anity  itse lf  p ro ­
c e e d s  f ro m  th e  C ro s s  an d  its  
g lo rious ou tcom e. H is life is our 
life too. We have no life if H e does 
not live.

A Temporary Condition
T hrough  the m ist o f  tha t long- 

ago  m o rn in g  m oved  a c lu s te r  o f  
w o m en  w h o se  te a r s ta in e d  faces  
g l in te d  s i lv e r  w ith  u n f u l f i l l e d  
prom ises. Soon those sam e wom en 
returned to report a phrase that ric­
o c h e te d  in tr iu m p h  th ro u g h  th e  
lo n e ly  c a n y o n s  o f  h u m a n  e x is ­
te n c e : “ H e is r i s e n !” T h e  e a r th  
quaked, the rocks split, and Jesus 
w alked out o f  the tom b. His very 
fo o tfa lls  m ad e  he ll tre m b le  and  
sh ook  the co sm o s. So, w hen  the 
unborn sun o f  any E aster m orning 
s h o o ts  its  s h a f ts  o f  p ro m is e  
through the east, let us rem em ber 

that God is ever there to 
r e s to r e  o u r  c r u s h e d  
h o p es  an d  o u r  l ife le s s  
existence.

T he R esu rrec tio n  o f­
fe rs  all o f  us in e v e ry  
generation  the sam e as ­
su ran ce : Jesu s  is a live . 
D eath  is not a th rea t to 
genu ine  life. It is but a 
p a p e r  t ig e r  th a t  is no  
longer free to terrorize us 
once we know  the truth 

ab o u t the  o u tco m e  o f  the C ro ss. 
Death is but a tem porary inconve­
n ience tha t sep a ra tes  ou r sm alle r 
living from  our greater being.

The R esurrection is the glorious 
c row n  o f  triu m p h  on the ex a lted  
head  o f  trag ed y . T h e  d e s p a ir  o f  
G ood Friday has been superseded 
by C h rist’s return to life. The ou t­
com e o f the C ross is that He has 
o v e rc o m e  d ea th . B eca u se  H e is 
a liv e  and  w ill re ign  fo rev er, w e, 
too, will overcom e death. H allelu­
jah!

This article is abridged from the book Once upon a Tree 
by Calvin Miller, ©1991 by Baker Book House. Used by per­
mission. H i

T h e  r is e n  c h r ist  is  t h e  o n ly
REASON WE HAVE FOR 

REMEMBERING THE CROSS.
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POWER OF THE CROSS_ _ _ _ _ _ _
continued from page 21

is an “ex tra” in the dram a w ith  on ­
ly one line. N o one could  be m ore 
exem plary o f  an outsider: he is the 
w rong nationality  (a G entile), the 
w ro n g  r e l ig io n  (a  p a g a n ) ,  th e  
w rong  p e rso n  (a m an  o f  w a r), a 
s tra n g e r  to  th e  g o s p e l  in  e v e ry  
sense o f  th e  w o rd . H e lo o k s up, 
b u t he  d o e s  n o t see  a re l ig io u s  
hero, a great teacher, or a hum ani­
tarian. H e sees and hears a godfor­
saken Jesus, at that m om ent aban­
d o n ed  b y  G o d  a n d  m an . In  th e  
iro n ic  c l im a x  o f  th e  d ra m a , he  
opens h is m outh  and speaks w hat 
no o th e r  
earthly char­
a c te r  in  th e  
d ra m a  h a s  
said: “ T ru ly  
th is  m a n  
w as the Son 
o f  G od.”

A t th is  
p o in t ,  o u r  
m o u t h s  
sh o u ld  d ro p  
open in awe.
A m a z in g ly , 
the  o u ts id e r  
at th e  fo o t o f  th e  C ro ss  g e ts  it. 
A gain, the true m essage o f  the d ra­
m a is for the audience to receive. 
T he c o n c lu s io n  to  w h ich  w e are 
d ra w n  is  th is :  G o d  is  r e v e a le d  
m ost convincingly  in the dram atic 
p a s s io n  o f  J e s u s , H is  S o n . T h e  
d o g m a  s ta te s  “ Je su s  C h ris t,  the  
Son o f  G o d ,” y e t th e  d o g m a b e ­
com es believab le only  in  the d ra­
m atic clim ax at the Cross.

W h y  is  th is  t ru e ?  W h a t is  it 
about the crucifix ion o f  Jesus that 
inspires faith  in G od? Is it not that 
in  the  C ro ss, G od  com es n ea r to 
th o se  w h o  s tan d  o u ts id e ?  Je su s , 
the Son o f  God, dies upon  a cross 
o u tsid e  the  H o ly  C ity. H is b lood  
spills onto  unconsecra ted  ground, 
He dies a cu rsed  death. T here on 
th e  C ro s s ,  H e  fu l ly  e n te r s  o u r  
w o rld  o f  e s tra n g e m e n t, d esp a ir , 
condem nation, injustice, m eaning­
le s s n e s s ,  a n d  d e a th . H e , b e in g  
G od , ex p e rien ce s  G o d  fo rsa k e n ­

ness. A nd i f  G od has entered God 
fo r s a k e n n e s s ,  w e  can  n e v e r  b e  
alone again. T he tortured soul who 
lo o k s  to  h e a v e n  w ith  c le n c h e d  
te e th  an d  b ro k e n  v o ic e  c ry in g , 
“W here are You, G od?” has found 
a b r o th e r  a n d  f r ie n d  in  J e s u s  
Christ. H e has been  there him self.

Elie W iesel, a holocaust survivor, 
w rites o f  an A uschw itz experience 
in his book Night. Two Jew ish m en 
and a child w ere being executed by 
hanging. The prisoners w ere forced 
to watch. The m en died quickly, but 
the  b o y  liv ed  on in to rtu re  fo r a 
lo n g  w h ile . W ie se l re m e m b e rs , 
“ T h en  so m eo n e  b eh in d  m e said: 
‘W here is G o d ?’ and I w as silent.

After h a lf an 
hour he cried 
o u t a g a in : 
‘W h e re  is 
G od? W here 
is h e?’ A nd a 
v o ice  in  m e 
a n s w e r e d :  
‘W h e re  is 
God? . . .  he 
h a n g s  th e re  
from  the gal­
low s. . . , ’”4 
A n y  o th e r  

answ er w ould be unbearable. Only 
a G od seen in the person o f  Jesus 
C hrist and His crucifixion is believ­
able in our w orld m arked w ith suf­
fering, pain, and m eaningless death. 
D ietrich  B onhoeffer, w ho did not 
survive the N azi death camp, wrote 
f ro m  h is  p r is o n  c e ll :  “ [In  th e  
Cross,] G od is w eak and pow erless 
in the w orld, and that is precisely  
the way, the only way, in w hich he 
is w ith  us and helps us. . . . O nly 
the suffering G od can help.”5 

T h ro u g h  J e s u s ’ d e a th ,  G o d  
b rin g s  life  to  ou r d ea th ly  w orld . 
F o r w hen  G o d  en ters  dea th , it is 
not the end o f  G od, but the end o f  
death. H e enters our hopelessness 
to bring hope. He enters our dark­
ness to bring  light. He en ters our 
m e a n in g le s s  s u f fe r in g  to  b r in g  
m ean in g . Je su s  liv es , ra ise d  t r i ­
u m phan tly  from  the grave on the 
th ird  day. H e lives, bu t the  scars

Hi
N a z a re n e  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  
N e tw o rk  is p le a s e d  to  a n ­
n o u n ce  the  d ev e lo p m e n t o f 
NCN RadioNet on the Internet.

NCN has been broadcasting on 
th e  In te rn e t ,  v ia  th e  N C N  
News, a W ebcast since O cto­
ber 1996. At G eneral B oard 
1997, NCN RadioNet was an­
nounced. A sim ulcast o f the 
February 23-24 General Board 
sessions was the first program ­
ming to be released via NCN 
RadioNet.

E v en tu a lly , N C N  R ad io N e t 
w ill be the resource location 
fo r  sam p le  p ro g ram s o f  all 
World Mission Radio language 
broadcasts. In addition, NCN 
RadioNet will be the ongoing 
site for live sim ulcast broad­
cast o f the m ajor international 
church events.

W hy not visit NCN RadioNet 
today at <www.nazarene.org>.

rem ain , e te rna l rem in d ers  o f  H is 
s u ffe r in g . A n d  a t th e  so v e re ig n  
th ro n e  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  s ta n d s  a 
slain Lam b— a crucified G od— en­
c irc le d  b y  e v e ry o n e  an d  e v e ry ­
th ing procla im ing  H is praise. The 
C ross has convincing pow er for us 
today, all o f  us, insiders, outsiders, 
and doubters alike. “A nd I, w hen I 
am  lifted  up from  the earth , w ill 
d raw  all peop le  to  m y s e lf ’ (John 
12:32, n r s v ).
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2. Ibid., 21.
3. W alter E. Bundy, “Dogm a and Drama in the  G ospel o f 

M ark,” in New Testament Studies, ed. Edwin Prince Booth 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1942), 8 1 .1 am m uch indebted to  
B undy for his insight into a  d ram atic reading o f the  Gospel of 
Mark.

4. As quo ted  by Jurgen Moltm ann in “The Crucified God 
and the Apathetic M an,” in The Experiment Hope (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1975), 73.

5. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison 
(1967).

W h e n  GOD ENTERS
DEATH, IT IS NOT THE 

END OF GOD, BUT 
THE END OF DEATH.
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THE

UNHERALDED
b y  J. W e s l e y  E b y l l l l l

Curt Ammons—Unheralded Servant

S
uccessful coach. Respected 
professor. Capable adminis­
trator. Gifted artist. Commit­
ted Christian. Dedicated 
churchman. Lifelong Naz­
arene. All these identify a 
special person by the name 
of Curtis Ammons.

Curt, as he is best known, be­
lieves sports is his venue for min­
istry. When he graduated from 
Bethany Nazarene College (now 
Southern Nazarene University), he 
desired to be a basketball coach. For 
21 years he was able to fulfill that 
dream, coaching triumphant basket­

ball and football teams at two high 
schools in Missouri. At Butler High 
in his first football game as coach, 
the team beat a rival school that had 
won 52 games in a row. His basket­
ball team at Valley Center High was 
ranked in the top 10 in the state for 
five consecutive years.

Although these two decades were 
rewarding, Ammons longed for a 
Christian atmosphere. In 1981 
Coach Curt arrived at MidAmerica 
Nazarene College (MANC), leaving 
basketball behind, to be assistant 
coach of the fledgling football squad 
and the track team. As defensive co­

ordinator for the football team, he 
helped develop the team that be­
came conference champions in 
1995. And track? He never intended 
to coach this sport at all. “It just 
happened,” he said.

Today, Ammons is the head coach 
for all three track seasons— outdoor, 
indoor, and cross-country. His teams 
have been the most successful in 
MANC sports history, including 
Heart of America Athletic C onfer­
ence (HAAC) track championships 
in 1995 and 1996. In fact, track 
championship banners mounted on 
the gym walls equal all other sports

Ammons’s most recent painting, “Ocean Lights.” He says about this scene, “ [It] is a picture of God’s light source as it shines through the 
clouds, its shimmering light bouncing from wave to wave across the blue ocean. While on the darkened shore, man’s guiding light rotates 
its brilliant beacon from its lofty tower. Both lights are symbols of dependability.”



combined. And plaques on Am ­
mons’s office wall indicate he was 
named HAAC Coach o f the Year for 
the past two years.

While coaching occupies much of 
his sitting-in-the-office-and-thinking 
time, as well as out-on-the-track- 
and-working-with-athletes hours, he 
is also a professor and administrator. 
He can be found teaching such 
classes as health concepts, body 
conditioning, and methods in sec­
ondary physical education. At the 
same time he serves as the coordina­
tor for the physical education de­
partment, competently and quietly 
carrying out his duties.

As a member of a Christian col­
lege community, Ammons is fulfill­
ing his calling to minister to young 
people through sports. Current and 
former track athletes look up to him 
for his influence in their lives. Dr. 
Jack Barnell, Am m ons's department 
head, said, “Curt has a way o f ex­
pressing his faith in Christ in subtle, 
quiet tones that makes a lasting im ­
pression on his students.”

His students, when talking about 
their coach, use such descriptors as 
“great” and "patient.” Kevin Baker, 
a recent MANC student, said. "In 
my four years, 1 probably saw him 
mad once. He doesn’t yell, but he 
knows what he is doing.”

Ammons’s skills were recognized 
in 1996 by the Track Coaches of 
America in selecting him to work at 
the Olympics in Atlanta. His assign­
ment was to administer one of three 
training centers for track. Besides 
the daily tasks of providing equip­
ment, refreshments, and security for 
the athletes, he had the privilege of 
working with many of the Olym pi­
ans, including medal winner Gwen

Torrence of the U.S. “She was a 
very nice lady,” Ammons com m ent­
ed. “I believe the press gave her a 
bad time because of the competition 
with Gail Devers.”

During the Olympics, Ammons 
met athletes from more than 70 na­
tions, which, he indicated, created a 
major obstacle-a language barrier. 
One athlete, according to Ammons, 
laid his room key on the side of the 
track while he practiced. The next 
day he came back to look for the 
key, but because no one could speak 
his language, he resorted to hand 
signals. “We spent an hour trying to 
figure out what the fellow lost,” 
Ammons said. “Finally, someone 
showed him some keys, and the 
mystery was solved; it was very 
frustrating.” The five “tracksters” 
from Gambia “adopted” Curt as 
their own coach, hoping, of course, 
they could come to the U.S. for an 
education and enroll at MANC. 
However, they did not pass the En­
glish test required for international 
students to be admitted to U.S. col­
leges.

Ammons reported that he thor­
oughly enjoyed the Olympics, find­
ing the experience “relaxing.” This 
once-in-a-lifetime event was just 
one more accomplishment in his 
long history of sports successes.

A coach’s job is demanding and 
stressful. (Just ask Marty Schotten- 
heimer of the Kansas City Chiefs.) 
To help alleviate the pressures creat­
ed by his job  as a high school coach. 
Curt decided he needed a hobby. At 
Christmas in 1962 he bought some 
acrylic paints and a canvas, and he 
has been painting every since. No 
classes. No lessons. Just painting for 
fun. And this “fun” activity has be­

come a three-decade-plus avocation.
Although Ammons has tackled 

diverse subjects, he prefers land­
scapes, usually with a building of 
some type. His most recent painting, 
“Ocean Lights,” is a seascape with a 
lighthouse. His wife, Sandra, the 
manager of M ANC’s bookstore, is 
supportive of her husband’s favorite 
pastime. “She puts up with my mess 
in the house,” he said, “and she 
helps me market my art.”

Am m ons’s hobby has been a fi­
nancial boon for MidAmerica 
Nazarene College. He donates the 
paintings, at least one each year, to 
his college. The numbered and 
signed prints are then sold to help 
provide athletic scholarships. Over 
the past decade more than $50,000 
has been raised by his artistic ef­
forts.

The Ammonses are active mem­
bers of College Church of the 
Nazarene, which is located on the 
campus of MidAmerica. Curt, the 
son of Clyde Ammons, a retired 
Nazarene pastor, believes in serving 
the Lord through his local church.

Curt Ammons is truly one of the 
unheralded— one who serves the 
Lord and the church without fanfare 
or parade. Through his career, hob­
by, church, and lifestyle, he models 
dedication and servanthood in his 
world— a college track and an art 
studio.

"The Unheralded” is a new col­
umn in the Herald that deals with 
unique ways Nazarenes serve the 
Lord. The column will feature lit­
tle-known people who in quiet 
ways—without hype or headlines 
—honor God with their lives in un­
usual or extraordinary ways.

The editors are looking for sto­
ries of the unheralded of our de­
nomination. Suggested stories 
should be no longer than 600 words 
and, if possible, should include 
photographs. Submissions should 
be sent to:

Herald o f Holiness 
Attention: J. Wesley Eby 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
Phone: 816-333-7000, ext. 2304 
E-mail: weby@nazarene.org
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*e call it our distinguishing 
doctrine. T hat’s because 
i t ’s som eth ing  we h o li­
ness churches teach that 
most churches don’t.

Yet en tire  san c tific a ­
tion has a good many of 

our peop le  th o ro u g h ly  confused . 
And this is more than 250 years after 
our theological founder, John Wes­
ley, resurrected the biblical teaching.

Even some of our pastors are hard 
pressed to explain  our d istinc tive  
teaching in words a new C hristian 
can understand. We know how to 
speak the right words— the holiness

enjoy as a gift of God— part of His 
plan for our salvation. It begins in a 
moment, and it continues by provid­
ing us with growth throughout our 
Christian lives.

E n tire  san c tif ic a tio n  is part o f 
G od’s double cure for the two-sided 
problem of sin.

On the one hand, w e’ve got the 
problem of acts of sin. Like robbing 
a bank or a cookie jar. Repenting of 
our past sins and accepting Jesus as 
our Savior takes care o f that prob­
lem.

But then we have to deal with the 
nature o f sin, w hich causes us to

selves completely for the Holy Spirit 
to  w ork  in us. Je su s  sa id , “ How 
much more will your Father in heav­
en give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask  him !” (Luke 11:13, n i v , italics 
added).

T he w ay we g ive  o u rse lv e s  to 
God is by surrendering all elements 
of self-seeking, self-will, or self-suf­
ficiency that m ight rem ain  in our 
C hristian  lives. By doing this, we 
make ourselves available for God to 
use in any way He wishes. Our atti­
tude should be like Isaiah, who said, 
“Here am I. Send m e!” (Isaiah 6:8,
N IV ) .

Entire Sanctification: 1
by Frank Moore, professor o f religion J

Christianese— but we are not certain 
what the words mean.

I know this partly because o f a 
survey conducted  on the topic in 
adult Sunday School classes in the 
th ree  h o lin e s s  d e n o m in a tio n s : 
Church of the Nazarene, The Wes­
ley an  C h u rch , and  the F ree  
Methodist Church.

The survey invited teachers and 
students in small and large churches, 
rural and suburban, to tell us what 
questions about entire sanctification 
they would most like answered.

E ig h ty -fo u r percen t o f the 121 
who responded said they had been 
attending a holiness church for 10 
years or m ore. Yet the m ost com ­
monly asked questions are the most 
basic ones— questions you w ould 
e x p e c t from  n ew co m ers  to the 
church.

So, fo r n ew co m ers  and  o ld - 
timers, here’s my attempt to answer 
the five most commonly asked ques­
tions.

■  What Is Entire 
Sanctification?

It is a spiritual experience we can

want to do those wrong things in the 
first place. This sinful nature is the 
desire we have to remain in control 
of our lives— and an unwillingness 
to turn everything over to the control 
of God.

As we grow in the Christian faith, 
we become increasingly aware that, 
though we have pledged allegiance 
to Christ, part of us wants to retain 
som e co n tro l. T his is the second 
problem that needs G od’s cure.

The problem is not that we want 
to com m it sins ag a in st G od. The 
problem is there remains this strong­
hold o f self. When this issue is re­
solved and we agree to let God have 
com plete control o f ourselves, we 
experience a deepening of our rela­
tionship with God and a new sensi­
tivity to His will in our lives. This is 
entire sanctification.

m How Do We Get It?
The same way we receive the new 

birth— by faith. It is not something 
we earn, deserve, or work ourselves 
into.

The only thing we can do to get it 
is ask for God’s help and open our-

Some Christians stop short of this. 
They 're afraid God might ask them 
to make some great personal sacri­
fice. Like becom e a m issionary to 
Bug City, South America.

And He might. But He might not. 
In either case, the entirely sanctified 
person is clay in the M aster's hand. 
We wait for the Holy Spirit to do His 
further work in us, and we cooperate.

Our consecration does not equal 
entire sanctification, however. C on­
secration is what we do; sanctifica­
tion is what God does.

After we release our lives to God, 
we simply trust Him to do His part 
o f cleansing our sinful nature and 
filling us completely with His Holy 
Spirit.

A com m on question here is this: 
D oes e n tire  s a n c tif ic a t io n  com e 
gradually  or instan taneously? The 
answ er is yes. It com es gradually  
and instantaneously. God begins at 
once to prepare the believer's heart 
for an even deeper work o f grace. 
This is part of the gradual aspect of 
sanctification.

It is instantaneous in that we ac­
cept the gift in a m om ent o f time.
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We walk through a door into a new 
room of com m itm ent to God. John 
Wesley pointed out there is a m o­
ment w hen the m ortally  w ounded 
person dies. There is also a moment 
in which our unsurrendered self dies.

O nce we en te r  the new  life  o f 
complete surrender to God, we begin 
the journey of learning just what our 
commitment means in daily living.

M How Do We Know We 
Have It?

This question  is hard to answ er 
b ecause  ev e ry  p e rs o n 's  sp ir itu a l 
journey is unique.

■I Do We Have to Be 
Entirely Sanctified to 
Get into Heaven?

No. There will be no Christians in 
hell. You w ere m ade e lig ib le  for 
heaven the moment you accepted Je­
sus Christ as Savior.

The notion o f “holiness or hell” 
springs from a wrong interpretation 
o f H ebrew s 12:14— “without ho li­
ness no one will see the Lord” ( n i v ).

“H oliness” in the Hebrews pas­
sage does not re fer ju s t to en tire  
sanctification . It’s a more general 
term that refers to the righteous life

out our lives:
•  We becom e more sensitive to 

the Spirit’s leading in our lives. It is 
not that we have not been sensitive 
before. But with a cleansed  heart 
and Spirit fullness, we become more 
aware of God’s direction.

•  We develop a new depth of love 
for God and humanity. John Wesley 
liked to call the experience “perfect 
love.” A new level of humility and 
spiritual sensitivity makes it easier 
to recognize temptation, faults, and 
sin for what they are.

E n tire  s a n c tif ic a tio n  does no t 
make it impossible for us to fail, fall

ie Questions You Asked
terica Nazarene College, Olathe, Kansas

God deals with us on an individ­
ual basis. It is not as though God has 
a packaged  plan He d isp en ses  to 
everyone in the same way.

However, God does have ways of 
letting  us know the work is done. 
First, as the Holy Spirit spoke to us 
when we became Christians, so He 
again bears witness to our sanctifica­
tion.

This assurance may not produce a 
wave of great emotion. But it usual­
ly does leave us with the peaceful 
assurance God has acted.

We should not be discouraged if 
we do not feel any differently after 
we give God complete control of our 
lives. We som etim es sabotage our 
spiritual growth by requiring God to 
fo llow  a p reco n ce iv ed  ch eck lis t. 
L ike m ak in g  us feel d iffe re n t or 
m ak in g  us cry  and  sh o u t d u rin g  
church services.

We simply need to surrender, then 
determ ine to live for Him w hether 
we feel anything or not. Sometimes 
believers do not sense this divine 
w itness for days or w eeks. But it 
will come in G od's own time.

of a godly person.
If we die as a young Christian or 

if we fall short of God’s best through 
ignorance, the atonem ent o f Christ 
covers our lack of understanding.

However, if God impresses on us 
the need for entire sanctification and 
we refuse it, we are in spiritual trou­
ble. Following Jesus means obeying 
Him.

What Does It Do for Us?
Some teachers and preachers have 

exaggerated what entire sanctifica­
tion does for us. And this causes 
great harm.

If the claim s are unrealistic and 
not backed by hum an experience, 
people begin to think there’s nothing 
to the teaching. Exaggerated claims 
can also cause some seekers to give 
up w hen they  do not ach ieve the 
high goals.

Entire sanctification will probably 
not change your personality or strip 
you of prejudices it took a lifetime 
to learn , and it w ill not free you 
from temptation or human error.

But here’s what it does do, not in­
stantly, but gradually  as we grow

short, or sin. But if we do, it draws 
us quickly to the feet of Jesus to ask 
for forgiveness or help. Sin is not to 
be the norm, but if we deny its pos­
sibility, we set ourselves up for cer­
tain defeat.

Apologies should also come more 
quickly from the sanctified, since we 
are m ore sen sitiv e  to our hum an 
frailties.

•  Entire sanctification encourages 
us to seek o p p o rtu n itie s  to serve 
God, without thought of reward or 
public praise. Attention may never 
be called to our efforts, but that is all 
right. All glory goes to God.

•  Sanctification also strengthens 
our resolve to resist the sinful influ­
ences of the world and to learn what 
it means to be in the world but not of 
it (John 17:15).

Because of this, people who are 
e n tire ly  san c tif ie d  
choose  to d is tan ce  
themselves from any­
thing that would keep 
them from becoming 
more like Jesus.

This article first appeared in Illustrated 
Bible Life. ^
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Falling off the 
Wheel

DEAN NELSON

Dean Nelson teaches journalism at Point 
Loma Nazarene College.

M y c o u s in , K e n d r a  Se a m a n , 
cam e for a visit recently. She was 
in a devastating car accident in 
1992 and suffered a brain injury 
that left her in a com a for weeks. 
Her friend Robbie Jones died in 
the crash.

Kendra still suffers from  the e f­
fects o f  the injury, but she has 
m ade m ore progress than anyone 
in the m edical field can believe. 
She was in San D iego to speak in 
chapel at Point Lom a N azarene 
College about her accident and re­
covery.

We had a cup o f coffee the after­
noon before her chapel talk.

“H ere’s what I’m going to say to­
morrow,” she said, pushing some 
papers across the table to me. “Read 
it and tell me what you think.”

I read it, am azed that despite her 
circum stances, she was able to 
conclude that God d oesn 't m ake 
mistakes.

“There are other things I want to 
say, but it’s too hard for m e to get

from  thinking it to w riting it on p a­
per,” she said.

“I know a lot o f  students who 
say the sam e th ing,” I said, “only 
they often d on’t have som ething to 
say in the first p lace!”

She laughed, and then got an 
idea.

“You’re the journalist o f  the 
fam ily— ask m e questions, then 
write it dow n,” she said.

At that m om ent I had a flash­
back to the accident. John and L in­
da Seam an, her parents, had ju st 
arrived in the U .S. from  A frica’s 
Ivory Coast, w here they are m is­
sionaries. They d idn’t know  if  they 
were com ing back for K endra’s fu ­
neral or recovery.

A fter a few  days, 
when it looked as if 
Kendra w ould survive 
but w ould probably be 
in a vegetative state for 
the rest o f her life, I 
called John on the 
phone.

In addition to being 
m y cousin, he is my 
m entor and friend. He 
used to baby-sit my 
brothers and me. His physician fa ­
ther delivered m e into this world.

“I w ant to com e to K ansas City 
to be w ith you and to see K endra,” 
I said.

“That w ould be w onderful. 
T here’s lots to talk  about.” H e was 
weary but not discouraged.

“I have so m any questions about 
this,” I said. “I w ant to know  what

it m eans. You have a story to tell.” 
His response was the first re­

buke from  him that I can ever re ­
mem ber.

“I d o n ’t w ant you com ing here 
as a reporter,” he said sharply. “If 
you’re going to com e, com e as my 
brother.”

A nd now  his daughter, in the 
process o f  being healed, says to 
me, “You’re the journalist. A sk me 
questions. W rite it dow n.”

O ne o f the questions I asked 
was w hether she thought God 
caused this accident to happen.

“I look at it this w ay,” she said 
w ith authority. “ I was a lum p o f 
clay being form ed by God. Som e­
how, som eway, I fell o ff the wheel.

I 'm  not blam ing H im  for that. But 
I am  praising G od because He put 
me back on the wheel and is re ­
form ing m e.”

She m ade m e think o f people I 
know  who have fallen o ff the 
wheel. I was grateful for her m es­
sage o f hope.

A nd grateful for the chance to 
be a reporter again. iq

I don’t want you coming here as a 
reporter.
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Urbana 96 Stresses Missions
Thousands of students across 
North America have commit­
ted themselves to cross-cul­
tural missions as a result of 
how God moved at the recent 
Urbana 96 conference, ac ­
cording to a report from In- 
terVarsity Missions.

Urbana 96, sponsored by 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship-USA and Inter-Var­
sity Christian  Fellowship- 
C anada , d rew  more than
19.000 students, including 
many Nazarenes, to the cam­
pus of the University of Illi­
nois at Urbana-Champaign 
December 27-31.

With the theme "You Are 
My W itn e s se s ,"  a lm ost
16.000 delegates turned in 
decision cards as an expres­
sion of their com m itm ents 
m ade at the co n v en t io n .  
“We've only seen the ‘tip of 
the ic e b e rg ’ in term s of

everything God has done at 
Urbana 96,” said Dan Harri­
son, c o n fe ren ce  d irec to r .  
“The statistics from the deci­
sion cards are an incomplete 
measurement of everything 
that went on, but they do 
give some indication of the 
depth of interest and where 
we expect to see impact as a 
result of their time here.”

An illustration of delegate 
commitment to missions was 
seen in the offerings taken. A 
total of $285,000 was given 
tow ard  hunger  re lie f .  By 
choosing to skip one meal 
during the convention, dele­
ga tes  ra ised  $90 ,000  for 
world hunger relief.

In te r -V ars i ty  C hr is t ian  
Fellowship, an interdenomi­
national cam pus ministry , 
has 724 chapters on college 
cam p u ses  in the U nited  
States and Canada.

Evangelicals Pray at 
Inauguration
Evangelist Billy Graham of­
fered the invocation at the in­
auguration of President Bill 
Clinton on January 20. This 
is the eighth time Graham has 
participated in presidential 
inau g u ra t io n s ,  inc luding  
those of Presidents Johnson. 
Nixon, Reagan, and Bush, as 
well as Clinton. Only Chief 
Justice John Marshall, who 
administered the oath of of­
fice in nine ceremonies, has 
been involved in more inau­
gurations than Graham.

Don A rgue, N ational 
Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE) president, prayed for 
President Clinton in a pre-in­
augural church service on 
January 20. Argue is the first 
NAE president to be included 
in the presidential inaugural 
party and participate in a pre­
inaugural church service, ac­

cord ing  to a news release 
from NAE. The Church of 
the Nazarene is a member of 
NAE.

TV’s “Family Hour” 
Threatened
A study commissioned by the 
Kaiser Family Foundation re­
ports  that the 8 to 9 p .m .  

(EST) programming slot is 
less than family friendly. The 
study found that sexual con­
tent appears in 75 percent of 
the programs, and 12 percent 
of sexual interactions involve 
teens. Compared with 1976, 
the year the family hour be­
came official policy at the 
m ajor ne tw orks ,  this is a 
fourfold increase in sexually 
related talk or behavior. More 
children watch television in 
this hour than on Saturday 
morning or weekday after­
noons.

Jesus You More
HHMB-733 Book ................................................................................... $19.99

To O rder Call: 1 -8 0 0 -8 7 7 -0 7 0 0

V o ic a
C ontem porary an d  T raditional F avorites

A r r a n g e d  b y  L l o y d  L a r s o n  
H ere is a  library of unforgettable songs to m ake sopranos an d  tenors 
rejoice! You’ll find a great selection of con tem porary  artist favorites, 
tim e-honored  hym ns, sp irituals, an d  classics am ong the 52 songs, 
arranged  specifically for the  high voice soloist. Includes interesting, 
creative keyboard  accom panim ents. Titles include:

How Beautiful 
He Loved Me with 

a Cross 
Field o f Souls 
A Name I Highly 

Treasure 
I Stand in A we

Not Too Far from  
Here 

The Great Divide 
Crucified with Christ 
God Will Make a 

Way 
It Was Enough 
A ll in the Name of

He's Been Faithful 
Deep River 
I Surrender A ll 
Be Ye Glad 
A ll Is Well 
Be Strong and Take 

Courage 
0 1 Want to Know

Ten Thousand 
Angels 

Shine on Us 
Thank You 
Gesu Bambino 
and 30 more



THE QUESTION  
BOX

C O N D U C T E D  B Y  W E S L E Y  D . T R A C Y ,  E d ito r

W hat is m eant by the im m anence and tran­
scendence of God, and why is this important? No the­
ological jargon, please.

The immanence o f  God means that God is both 
present and evident in this world that He has created. 
Walk out into the woods, sit down and say to the sky, the 
trees, the m ounta inside , the stream, “Tell me about 
God.” You will get an answer. If you ponder the depths 
of your own being asking the same question, you will 
bump into some reflection of God. If you open the Bible 
and encounter Jesus Christ— Immanuel, God with us—  
you will receive an answer that may change your life 
and destiny.

Transcendence means that while God is present and 
revealed to us. He is also beyond, above, and different 
from us. We cannot get our finite minds around Him. He 
is not answerable to us. He does not have to explain to 
us His ways and thoughts, which are often, as the Bible 
says, not our ways or thoughts. We cannot make God in­
to a cosmic errand boy.

This matter is important because whole religions and 
belief systems are sometimes built on transcendence or 
immanence. For overly immanent religions like panthe­
ism, primitive paganism, and polytheism, God is the wa­

terfall, the lightning, the mountain, the sun. Christianity 
can becom e overly  im m anen t w hen God becom es a 
“back-slapping buddy,” or to quote William O 'Malley in 
The P eop le’s Catechism, “when we become too comfy 
with the Good Shepherd of  so many sick-sweet hymns 
who pats our woolly heads and makes everything nice."

Deism and Platonism represent overly transcendent 
beliefs. God created the world, set it to spinning, and 
then because o f  boredom  or more important chores, 
doesn't give it a second glance. O 'Malley notes, “Deists 
do not pray since the Architect is neither listening or in­
terested.” Platonists call God the Unmoved Mover, or 
the Uncaused First Cause, again not personally present 
or involved with the world or concerned about interper­
sonal relationships with humans.

The Christian doctrine of God puts transcendence and 
immanence in balance. In the Bible we see God as Cre­
ator, Lawgiver, Judge, and the supernatural Being of 
blazing holiness, whose very name is too sacred for a 
mere human to utter (transcendence). But the Bible also 
describes God as Lover, Husband, Father, Savior. The 
Almighty God numbers the very hairs of our head, sees 
each sparrow fall, and is the Companion who walks with 
us through the valley of the shadow of death. That is the 
immanent God, God with us. rq

SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRIES— GENERAL CONVENTION

Adult Ministries Meal Events

A t the H yatt R egen cy:
Thursday, June 19 at 7:OOam
District A d u lt M inistries Directors' 

Breakfast

Thursday, June 19 at 12 noon
W om en’s M inistries N etw ork Luncheon  
For all in te rested  in local and d istric t 
W om en's M inistries.

Friday, June 20 at 12 noon
Senior A d u lt Luncheon: “San A n ton io  

A fternoon Serenade”
For all adu lts 55 and above.
Featuring Je rry  N elson at 
th e  keyboard  and th e  m usic 
m in istry  o f Mike and  D enise 
Cork.

Jerry Nelson

Friday, June 20 from 9:00-10:30pm
Fam ily Life M inistries Reception  
For all in te rested  in local and  d istric t 
Family and M arriage M inistries.

A t th e C onvention  C enter:
Saturday, June 21 from  
9:00pm- 12:00am
Single A d u lt M inistries Reception: “Fiesta 

a t River C ourt’’
For Single Adult M inistries Leaders and  
single adults o f all ages.
F eaturing th e  m usic o f SpiritB ound. SpiritBound

FORTICKET INFORMATION for any o f  th e se  m eal even ts, c h e ck  th e  
ap p ro p ria te  boxes, clip  th is p o r tio n  o f  th e  ad an d  m ail to: 

Adult Ministries, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, M O 64131

Name:

Address:

City:

State Si. Zip:

O  D istric t Adult M inistries 
D irec to rs’ Breakfast

0  W om en's M inistries
L uncheon

(~I Senior A dult L uncheon

1  Family Life M inistries
R ecep tio n

(~J Single A dult M inistries 
R ecep tio n
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Observer at Large

What Are You 
Looking For?

John C. Bowling is president of Olivet 
Nazarene University.

“ W h y  d o  y o u  l o o k  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  
among the dead?” This question, from 
Luke 24:5, n iv , reveals the glad irony 
of Easter. The story o f  death becomes 
the celebration of life eternal. Easter 
is a truth too good to be true that 
comes true.

The question reminds me o f my fa­
vorite scene from Mark Twain’s A d ­
ventures o f  Tom Sawyer. In the story, 
Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn, and Joe 
Harper had set forth on a raft down 
the Mississippi to be pirates. Every­
body at home, however, thought that 
the boys were lost and dead, so the 
town had a funeral for them on a Sun­
day morning.

When the worship bell rang, the 
people filed solemnly into the sanctu­
ary for the service. The preacher be­
gan talking about the three lost lads. 
His stories were so touching, the peo­
ple felt pangs of  guilt that they hadn’t 
seen such good in these boys when 
they lived but had. instead, so often 
seen only their faults and Haws. Soon 
everyone was sobbing in grief.

Then there was a rustle from the 
balcony, and the back door creaked 
open. The minister, wiping his eyes 
with his handkerchief, looked up and 
stood transfixed.

Here came Tom, then Joe, and then 
Huck down the aisle. They had come 
home and had been hiding in the back

of the balcony, observing their own 
funeral service.

We, the readers, knew that the boys 
were alive, and the boys knew that 
they were alive. But everyone else 
thought for sure that they were dead.

As we read the Resurrection pas­
sage from Luke, it’s as if we are in the 
balcony of heaven with God looking 
at the women who have come to do 
their funeral preparations for Jesus. 
And just then. God whispers to us, 
"You're going to love this part o f the 
story. Look.”

When the women got to the tomb, 
they found the stone rolled away, and 
they went in and found that Jesus was 
not there. The women were perplexed 
and wondered: Are you sure this is the 
right place? Where could the body 
be? Who could have taken it?

As they are standing there in wonder, 
suddenly two men in dazzling apparel 
appear beside them and 
ask, "Why do you look for 
the living among the 
dead?” The question, asked 
as if these followers of Je­
sus should have known 
better, is a gentle rebuke, a 
correction with affection.

The angels go on to say,
"He is not here; he has 
risen! Remember how he 
told you, while he was 
still with you in Galilee:
‘The Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
be crucified and on the third day be 
raised again '” (vv. 6-7).

What a moment that would have 
been! “Then they remembered his 
words" (v. 8). They remembered the 
words, they believed the news, and 
they went to tell the 11 apostles and 
all the other followers.

Can you imagine their excitement 
as they run to tell the disciples? Their 
eyes, just moments before widened in

fear, now widen with wonder and with 
joy. Jesus is not dead. He is risen, just 
as He said. He is alive!

But what happened next?
The text says the women told the 

apostles, “but they did not believe the 
women, because their words seemed 
to them like nonsense" (v. 11).

The women believed; the men only 
wondered.

The angel had accused the women of 
seeking the living among the dead. The 
apostles accused the women of seeking 
the dead (Jesus) among the living.

Seeking the dead among the living 
is what grief does to us all the time. 
The first time I was home after my 
mother died, I found myself expecting 
to see her, waiting for her to enter the 
room. Seeking the dead among the 
living is a natural part of grief.

So maybe that’s what the disciples 
thought was happening to these 
women: Jesus isn't alive. I t ’s ju s t a 
trick your m ind plays on you in times 
o f  grief.

We dare not be too hard on the dis­
ciples. After all, no one ever comes 
back from the dead. They had experi­
enced too much death to believe.

If we, like they, struggle sometimes 
to believe, it may be that death holds 
dominion over our thinking. Resurrec­
tion? It’s just not rational. It's not log­
ical.

We have so many “nos” in life that 
it becomes difficult to believe God's 
"yes." So God gently chides, “Why 
do you look for the living among the 
dead?”

Perhaps this Easter morning is the 
time for you to come down from the 
balcony where you watch the Easter 
pageant each year. Come down to join 
these women who came to believe. 
You’ve heard their witness. He is not 
dead. He has risen!

Seeking the dead among the 
living is a natural part of grief.
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I n a Woman’s V oice

It Is Enough
SUSAN HANSON BATES

Susan Hanson Bates is a freelance writer 
and a frequent speaker at Christian 
Women’s Clubs. She attends First Church 
of the Nazarene, Flagstaff, Arizona.

“ NO MATTER H O W  M UC H I DO  f o r  you, 
it is never enough ,” I scolded. The 
second those words left my lips, I 
heard them echo in the depths of my 
ow n  sou l.  In s ta n t ly  I c e a s e d  my 
tirade, silenced by the truth.

Our family was enjoy­
ing a much-needed va­
cation. Sacrificing both 
time and money that we 
could ill afford, my hus­
band and I made the de­
cision to retreat from the 
world for a week with 
our children. Together, 
we had delighted in ski­
ing and skating, snow ­
ball f igh ting  and sw im m ing . Time 
flew by, and now it was time to go 
home. But instead of sighs of satisfac­
tion, what did I hear in voices crack­
ing with self-pity?

"B u t  I w a n te d  to lea rn  how  to 
snowboard.”

“Why can’t we stay longer? We al­
ways have to go home.”

Knowing how much it had cost us to 
make the trip in the first place, I felt 
hurt by my children’s lack of gratitude. 
Hence, my statement, “No matter how 
much I do for you, it is never enough."

“I know how you feel, Susan,” my 
Heavenly Father impressed upon me 
in the gentle way that only He can. 
“No matter how much I do for you, it 
is never enough, is it?” Swallowing

Sometimes 
I whine, 

“Thank You, Lord, 
but I still want 

more.”

hard, I knew it was true.
One of my greatest weaknesses in 

the walk of  faith is in the area of per­
sonal f inances.  W hen m oney  is in 
short supply, fear rises in me like an 
untamed lion, devouring my sense of 
security. Due to circumstances beyond 
ourselves, the past five years have put 
our family in a financial tailspin that 
we never dream ed possible. One of  
the most d iff icu lt  th ings for  me to 
watch has been the added burden it 
has placed on my husband, a godly 
man who takes seriously his role as 
provider for the family.

Many nights 1 have prayed that God 
would change the situation and ease 
the stress on my husband. But things 
have  s ta y e d  b a s ic a l ly  the sam e . 
A m a z in g ly ,  we h av e  n e v e r  t ru ly  
lacked  for  a n y th in g .  L ike  m anna , 
money has appeared to make those 
impossible payments. There has a l­

w ays  b een  s u f f ic ie n t  
food, shelter, and cloth­
ing.

But I admit that there 
is something in m yself 
that still wants more. A 
nice, fat savings account 
would be nice. A debt- 
free home and a substan­
tial retirement fund are 
a lso  on my l is t .  So 

s o m e t im e s  I w h in e ,  " T h a n k  You, 
Lord, but I still want more.”

Yet, though things haven't changed, 
I have. I 've  been amazed by G o d ’s 
ability to handle the checkbook. I no 
longer take for granted His everyday 
provisions, such as a sturdy home, vi­
brant health, and a loving marriage. 
I ’m thankful for warm beds and full 
tummies for my children. I’m richer 
in faith, wiser in the Word, and more 
confident in crises. .

Jesus spoke to all of us who strug­
gle with faith for our finances when 
He said, “What I’m trying to do here 
is get you to relax, not be so preoccu­
pied with getting  so you can respond 
to G od’s giving"  (Luke 12:29, t m ).

Thank You, Lord. It is enough. ^

M
W O R D A C T IO N

etReadu
foraVBS

Adventure!
W h e n  you  “ sign u p ” w ith Ad­
ventures Unlimited: Expedition io 
the Promised Land, all yo u r kids 
are an im portant part o f the ex ­
pedition team. They discover 
how  God cared for the Israelites 
and just how  m uch He cares for 
them!

The best w a y  to check out 
Adventures Unlimited is to take a 
look at the Director's Kit F R E E  
for 30 days. Call today for the 
V BS adventure o f a lifetim e!

To request your
Adventures U n lim ited  
D ire c to r’s K it (hhv-497> 

or for a FREE catalog call:

1 -80 0 -8 7 7 -0 70 0
(Fax:1 -800-849-9827)
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February— March 1997
Continuing Lay Training 
Denominational Study

M asculine J ourney

illy in a world of fantasies and 
fair}' tales does the “perfect” family 
exist. Real life fam ilies have fail­
ures and shortcomings, but there is 
a discernible difference between 
fam ilies who are healthy versus 
merely passable.

Once upon a F am ily  explores what 
takes place in a happy home, reveal 
ing the hallmarks of a healthy fami­
ly, including discussions on raising 
kids, blended families, single-parent 
families, and families where one 
partner does not possess a personal 
faith. Discover valuable tools for 
building a real-life, God-influenced 
family and a happy, healthy home. 
Ideal for:
•  Wednesday Night Study
•  Sunday School Elective
•  Personal Study

H H 083-411-5972, S9.99  
loader’s Guide H H 08 3  411 593X, $4.99

1% discount 
purchase 

5 or more

To o rd e r  ca ll  
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0

(fax: 1-800-849-9827)

A Good Investment
MARK METCALFE

Mark Metcalfe is a senior technical writer, 
husband, and father of four who lives in 
Nashua, New Hampshire.

I WAS A SK ED  O V ER  TH E  TE LE PH O N E if I 
w anted to make some extra  money 
from the com fort o f  my own home 
and maybe even become financially 
independent someday. I told the caller 
that 1 had enough money and was not 
interested in taking on an additional 
job. My current job provides my fami­
ly with enough to allow us 
to  m in i s t e r  to  o th e rs .
W hen I m en tioned  m in ­
is try ,  I w as  to ld  th a t  I 
cou ld  he lp  m ore peop le  
w ith  the  e x t ra  ca sh  I 
would make. Even materi­
a l i s m  can  be m ad e  to 
sound noble.

A friend said to me, “I 
want to spend time with 
my family, but I also want 
to p ro v id e  a d e c e n t  in ­
come. Som ehow the two appear in­
com patible .” He asked, “Any pearls 
o f  wisdom?"

I questioned him about the meaning 
of a "decent” income because there is a 
difference between providing for one’s 
family and investing in one’s family. 
Keeping the proper perspective on the 
material things of life is important.

Jesus told a story about a man who 
spent much of his energy on accumu­
lating wealth to create a comfortable 
e x i s t e n c e  fo r  h im s e l f .  T h e  m an 
worked hard to earn enough for years 
to come and felt that he deserved to

ease  b ack  for the res t  o f  his days 
(Luke 12:16-21).

In another story, Jesus told of three 
servants who were given money and 
the responsibility to invest it while the 
M a s te r  w as  aw ay. Tw o se rv a n ts  
worked hard to earn more of the Mas­
ter’s money. The third servant buried 
it (Matthew 25:14-28).

The important element in both of 
these stories is not the wealth or pos­
sessions a man accumulates but the 
attitude one has toward such things. 
Nowhere do these passages imply that 
men should only provide subsistence 
income for their families, never en­
joying any of the luxuries of life.

In the first story, the last verse is 
key to the proper focus that we must 
have tow ard  w ealth , nam ely  being 
“rich toward God" instead o f  storing 
treasure “for himself." God gave the 
man who worked for his ease a chill­

ing re p r im a n d ,  s a y in g ,  
“You fool!” (v. 20, n i v ).

In the second story, the 
master called the man who 
b u r ie d  h is  m o n ey  
“ w ic k e d ” and  p u n ish e d  
him  because  he took no 
risks with the amount that 
was g iven  to h im , even  
though he returned what 
he had received.

God invests His curren­
cy in us and expects us to 

use it to increase His investment. We 
have the re sp o n s ib i l i ty  to use the 
Master 's  wealth on things of  eternal 
consequence and earn a profit. And 
whether we are given much or little, 
we also have the privilege of enjoying 
the things that the Master has placed 
in our charge.

I have  m ore than som e and less 
than others. I suppose 1 could take on 
that second job and bring home more 
money, but I w ould  ra ther possess 
th ings than be possessed  by them. 
And most of  all, I want God to think 
of me as a good investment. ^

Even 
materialism 
can be made 

to sound 
noble.
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N a z a r e n e  Fa m il y

Marian Pearson Honored by 
Her Church
The Montana Avenue Church of  the 
Nazarene in Cincinnati, Ohio, recent­
ly proclaimed “Marian Pearson Day” 
to honor her for more than 50 years of 
dedicated service. M arian Pearson  
has been a church pianist or organist 
for most o f  those years, starting to 
play for church services when she was 
15. Pearson has also served as NWMS 
president for many years.

Marian Pearson (second from right) receiving 
a DSA from her pastor, Joe Brown. (L. to r.) 
David Liles, brother; Tom Liles, brother; 
Jerry  W illia m s , b ro th e r-in - la w ; A n ita  
Williams, sister; Pearson; and Brown.

Pearson comes from a musical fam­
ily. Her father was a Nazarene minis­
ter o f  music. Her brother David is a 
professor o f  music at Mount Vernon 
Nazarene College. Another brother, 
Buddy, is a m em ber o f  the Florida 
Boys southern gospel quartet.

The church had a special program 
to honor Pearson and invited her fam­
ily to be presen t .  As a part o f  the 
recognition , she was presen ted  the 
Distinguished Service Award.

Nazarene Higher Education News
Baker Named to All-Time 49ers Team
David Baker, the founder o f  Southern 
Nazarene University’s intercollegiate 
athletic program and the college’s first 
basketball coach, was recently named 
to the All-time San Francisco 49ers 
Team. He was honored dur­
ing ceremonies at a football 
game between the 49ers and 
the Carolina Panthers in De­
cember 1996.

Baker graduated from the 
University of  Oklahoma in 
1958 after becoming an All- 
American cornerback for the 
O k la h o m a  fo o tb a l l  team .
After an All-Pro rookie season in the 
National Football League, he went on 
to star for the 49ers from 1959 to 1961 
as a defensive back.

Upon Baker’s release from the army 
in 1964, he was again offered a con­
tract with the 49ers. Instead he chose 
to take the position of athletic director 
and m en’s basketball coach at Bethany 
N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  (now  S o u th e rn  
Nazarene University).

S N U ’s intercollegiate athletic pro­
gram, initiated by Baker, today sup­
ports 17 programs and is considered 
one of  the elite small college programs 
in the United States. Beside serving as 

athletic director and basket­
ball coach, Baker was head 
o f  the p hys ica l  ed u ca t io n  
departm ent and orig inated  
the  B e n c h  w a rm e r s ,  the 
Bethany booster club. Baker 
w as  a lso  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  
starting the Redskin Revolu­
tion in 1967, a m ovem ent 
th a t  w as c o m m i t t e d  to 

b r in g in g  s p o r t s m a n s h ip  b ack  in to  
sports. SNU became the first college 
in the n a t io n  to  m ak e  a l t e r n a t in g  
pregame player introductions in an ef­
fort to show respect for the opposition, 
an idea that even tua lly  b ecam e the 
standard for the NCAA and NBA.

Baker left SNU in 1969 to pursue 
business interests. He is currently a 
State Farm insurance  agent in N o r­
man, Oklahoma.

SNU’s Soccer Coach Named Coach of the Year
M ike C ook, head soccer coach  for 
Southern Nazarene University (SNU), 
recently received the NAIA Southwest 
Regional Coach o f  the Year award. 
Since taking over the soccer program 
in 1992, Cook has led the Lady Red­
skins to a remarkable record of 73-14- 
1 in four years.

After becoming the first w om en 's  
soccer program in Oklahoma history 
to a d v a n c e  to the N A IA  N a t io n a l

T o u r n a m e n t  in 
1995, the  L ady  
R e d s k in s  had  
back-to-back third 
p lace  f in ish e s  in 
1995 and 1996.

C ook, a g ra d u ­
a te  o f  S N U . has  
been named NAIA 
Southwest Regional Coach of the Year 
for three o f  the last four years.

ONU’s Radio Station Broadcasts for 30 Years
WONU, Olivet Nazarene University's 
Christian radio station, celebrated 30 
years o f  continuous broadcasting on 
January 26, according to station man­
ager Bill DeWees. Since ONU incor­
porated the station fully in 1978, ONU 
students have been able to earn bache­
lor’s degrees in broadcast communica­

tions, which is under the guidance of 
the speech com m unica tions  dep a r t­
ment.

"O ur goal is to produce first-rate 
b ro a d c a s te r s  and  to sp r in k le  them 
throughout the radio and TV industry 
by being a top-quality, cutting-edge 
station," said DeWees.
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PLNC Students Accepted in Supreme Court Internship 
Program
Five prelaw students from Point Loma 
Nazarene College (PLNC) have been 
se lec ted  for  an in te rnsh ip  p rogram  
with the curator's office of the United 
States Supreme Court. The interns—  
K ristiana B obczynski, Jana C hap­
man, Aaron Eriksson, Tracy Lavin, 
and Kathryn Tomlinson— are spend­
ing the spring semester of 1997, from 
January to May, working in Washing­
ton, D.C.

According to Barry Ryan, associate 
professor of history and director o f  the 
PLNC prelaw program, this is a presti­
gious opportunity previously enjoyed 
by students from schools such as Har­
vard, C orne ll ,  G eorge  W ashington , 
and Boston universities. PLNC was 
the only Christian liberal arts college 
in the U.S. invited to submit app li­
cants. It is also the only institution to 
have all its finalists accepted into the 
program.

The court originally asked for two 
applicants, but Ryan found it difficult 
to choose just two and submitted five 
instead. Because the court accepted all 
the applicants, half of the full-time in­

terns this semester are from PLNC.
Assignments with the court include 

participating in research projects, pro­
viding public in form ation  services, 
guiding tours, and observing oral ar­
guments before the justices. Also, in 
attending social functions of the court, 
the interns have opportunity to interact 
with key persons injudicial circles.

Ryan is confident that the students 
will excel scholastically and will rep­
resent PLNC well. He is supervising 
their academic assignments and visits 
them periodically during the program. 
He hopes this will be the beginning of 
a lo n g - te rm  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  the 
Supreme Court, and that one or two 
interns from PLNC will be selected to 
participate each semester.

“The students are being exposed to 
a whole new circle of people and ex­
periences," Ryan said. “Their first day 
in the program they heard oral argu­
ments in the case of  President Clinton 
vs. Paula Jones. Imagine walking up 
the steps of  the Supreme Court build­
ing every  m orn ing  on you r  way to 
work. It has to change you."

Nazarene Reaches 100th 
Birthday
Bill Early celebrated his 100th birth­
day on January 12 by attending First 
Church o f  the Nazarene in Eureka, 
Calif. Not only did he reach the centu­
ry mark, but he walked to church that 
day, a distance of about one mile. Ac­
cording to his pastor. Bill Moore, Ear­

ly gave an up-to-date testimony of his 
love for Jesus. Early often says when 
he is the first to testify, “I’d rather be 
‘early’ than late.”

Early has been a part of the Eureka 
Church family for many years. “His 
spirit and life have impacted our con­
gregation," Moore said. “He is a bold 
witness to the community of Eureka.”

Nazarene, Won to Christ by 
a Chaplain, Becomes a 
Chaplain
Jeffrey  A. H orsm an was recently  
sworn in as a chaplain by Curt Bow­
ers, director of Chaplaincy Ministries 
for the Church o f  the N azarene. A 
chaplain led Horsman to Christ while 
he was in basic training. Now Hors­
man is serving as a chaplain at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo.

Five Generations of Nazarenes Celebrate

Bill Early (left) with Pastor Bill Moore

The H igh tow er and B ain fam ilies , 
which include five genera t ions ,  re ­
cently  met in L ittle  R ock, Ark.,  to 
honor the oldest and youngest family

(Seated) Annie H ig h to w er; (standing, I. to r.) A ngela Bain , 
Alexandria Bain, Jean Bain, and Charlie Bain.

members.
The five generations who attended 

the  c e le b r a t io n  w ere  g re a t -g re a t -  
grandmother Annie Hightower, great­

g r a n d m o th e r  Jean  
B a in ,  g r a n d f a th e r  
C harlie  Bain, m other 
Angela Bain, and one- 
y e a r -o ld  A le x a n d r ia  
Bain.

A n n ie  H ig h to w e r ,  
89 , is the  m o th e r  o f  
five children. One son, 
Neil Hightower, is a re­
tired Nazarene pastor, 
district superintendent, 
college president, and 
Canadian Nazarene ad­
ministrator.

Jeffrey  Horsman (left) being sworn in as 
chaplain by Curt Bowers.
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Fund payment surpasses last

Rev. Robert Killen
S u p e r in te n d e n t 
H a w a ii P a c if ic

Rev. Roy E. Rogers
S u p e r in te n d e n t

M iss iss ip p i

The d en o m in a tio n a l av e rag e  fo r paym ent 
o f  th e  P en s io n s  an d  B e n e f its  F u n d  for 
the 1995-96 assem b ly  year w as 92.59% ' 

T h is co m p ares  to  9 2 .29%  fo r the p rev io u s year, 
w h ic h  h ad  e s ta b lis h e d  a n ew  1 5 -y e a r b en c h : 
m ark. T he P& B  Fund  has su rpassed  that bench­
m ark  w ith  in creasin g ly  strong  su pport from  loi 
cal ch u rch es and  d istric ts.

F o u rteen  d is tric ts  pa id  100%  o r m ore , while 
19 p a id  9 5 %  o r  m o re  o f  t h e i r  P & B  Fund1 
am o u n ts . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a re  in o rd e r  fo r  the 
d istric t su p erin ten d en ts  w ho  led  the ch u rch es  of 
th e ir d is tric ts  to  such o u ts tan d in g  ach ievem en t. !

Such strong  support fo r the P& B  Fund  by lol 
cal ch u rch es  and  d is tric ts  is a reco g n itio n  o f  the 
F u n d ’s im portance  in p rov id in g  basic  b en efits  to 
th e ir m in isters.

T he P& B  F und  an n u a lly  c o n trib u te s  cash  to 
m in is te rs ’ T S A  re tirem en t accoun ts. It pays 34i 
o f  the “ A verage P a s to r’s S a la ry ” in to  qualifyinj 
m in is te rs’ acco u n ts annually .

Dr. D. Moody Gunter
S u p e r in te n d e n t 

N o rth  F lo rid a

Dr. J. E. Shankel
S u p e r in te n d e n t 

N o rth w e s te rn  O h io
Dr. Jerry D. Porter

S u p e r in te n d e n t
W a s h in g to n

“Serving Those Who Serve— 
That the World May Know”

Pensions and Benefits USA 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1213

100% PAYMENT

Rev. Larry E. Salway
S u p e r in te n d e n t 

S o u th w e s t In d ian

Dr. Raymond Z. Lopez
S u p e r in te n d e n t 

W e s te rn  L a tin  A m e ric a n
Dr. Laurel L. Matson

S u p e r in te n d e n t
W is c o n s in

Dr. Thomas M. Cox
S u p e r in te n d e n t 
E as t T e n n e s s e e

Dr. Jack W. Eyestone
S u p e r in te n d e n t

M isso u ri
Rev. Ronald Greeno

S u p e r in te n d e n t
S a c ra m e n to

Dr. B. Maurice Hall
S u p e r in te n d e n t 

S o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia

S u p e r in te n d e n t
N a v a jo  N a tio n

Rev. John R. Nells

Rev. Kenneth G. Spicer
S u p e r in te n d e n t

A la s k a



year’s record
The P& B  Fund  p ro tec ts  m in is te rs ’ fam ilies. It 

pays a l ife  in s u ra n c e  p re m iu m  fo r  m in is te rs . 
C o v e ra g e  is $ 1 ,5 0 0  i f  d i s t r i c t - l i c e n s e d  a n d  
$2,500 i f  o rd a in ed . O n “90%  d is tr ic ts ,” c o v e r­
age is doub led . O n “95%  d is tric ts ,"  it’s trip led  if  
under age 70. O n “ 100%  d is tric ts ,” it 's  q u ad ru ­
pled if  u nder age 70.

The P& B  Fund  h o n o rs  p ro m ises  a lready  m ade 
to the 4 ,2 0 0 +  cu rren t re tirees. T hey  d ep en d  on 
pension p ay m en ts  su p p o rted  by the P& B  Fund. 
T housands m ore are co u n tin g  on benefit checks 
when they  re tire .

The P& B  F u n d  ea ses  fin an c ia l h a rd sh ip s . It 
pays E m erg en cy  M ed ica l, T em p o rary  M o n th ly  
D isability, and  F unera l A ssistance . T hese  p lans 
are ready to  help  m in iste rs  at d is tric t request.

Dr. Ted R. Lee
Superintendent

Indianapolis

Rev. Ronald K. Kratzer
Superintendent
Intermountain

Dr. Gene C. Phillips
Superintendent

Iowa

Dr. Keith M. Wright
Superintendent 

Kansas City

Dr. Jack R. Archer
Superintendent 

North Centrai Ohio

95% PAYMENT
— .......

Rev. Russell W. Branstetter
Superintendent 
South Arkansas

Rev. Crawford M. Howe
Superintendent 

Northwestern Illinois
Dr. John W. Dennis

Superintendent 
West Virginia North

Rev. J. Frederick Huff
Superintendent

Georgia

Superintendent 
Northeast Oklahoma

Dr. F. Thomas Bailey
Superintendent 

Northeastern Indiana
Rev. Byron Schortinghouse

Superintendent 
Southern Florida

Dr. M. V. Scutt
Superintendent 

Southwest Indiana

Rev. Stephen T. Anthony
Superintendent 

Eastern Michigan

Dr. J. W. Lancaster
Superintendent

Houston

Rev. Milton Hoose
Superintendent 

Northern Michigan

Rev. Leland G. Woolery
Superintendent 

Northwest Indiana
Dr. E. Keith Bottles

Superintendent 
Chicago Central

Dr. Russell C. Human

Rev. Charles E. Jones
Superintendent 

West Texas



V ital S tatistics ____

Deaths
MARGARET NAOMI DAVIS AHLEMANN, 

76, Memphis, Tenn., June 15. Survivors: 
husband, Rev. Ralph; sons, John, Rev. 
James; three grandchildren.

HUGH E. BALL, 77, Palm Harbor, Fla., 
Dec. 16. Survivors: w ife, Nancy; sons, 
David. Philip, Danny; six grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren.

VEVA D. BARTH, 96, Oakdale, Calif., 
Dec. 21. Survivors: sons, Boyd, Gene, Bur­
dette; daughter, Berdene Owens.

ELLEN YOUNG BURDETT, 93, sister of 
fo rm er General Superintendent Samuel 
Young, Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 31. Survivor: 
brother, Robert Young.

DOROTHY J. (SUMNER) CARTER, 74, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., Dec. 16. Sur­
vivors: husband, Earl; son, Paul; daugh­
ters, Carolyn W heelock, Sandra Duck­
worth, Brenda Moser; 10 grandchildren; 8 
great-grandchildren.

JOSEPH CARROLL (J. C.) CRIDER, 88, 
West Plains, Mo., Dec. 17. Survivors: wife, 
Elaine; sons, Joe, Rev. Tom; daughter, Car­
olyn Kelley; six grandchildren; two great­
grandchildren.

REV. JOCQUE WAYNE 
DEALE, 42, pastor of the 
W oodburn , Oreg., 
C hurch, Dec. 16. S u r­
vivors: wife, Judy; sons, 
Jonathan, Jeffrey, Jere­
my; mother, Irene Skip- 

worth; brother, Bill; sisters, Connie Stan­
ley, Ann Shepard, Tina Handwerk.

IMOGENE ELSTON, Howell, Mich., Nov. 
1. S urvivors: husband, Rev. Clarence; 
sons, Kenneth, Paul, Jack; 16 grandchil­
dren; 18 great-grandchildren.

DR. GEORGE M. GAL­
LOWAY, 87, pastor of 31 
years and evangelist of 
13 years, Traverse City, 
M ich., June 26. S u r­
vivors: daughter, Barbara 
H urless; grandson, 

Joseph Hurless; nephews, Dr. Dale Gal­
loway, Harvey Galloway Jr.

REV. RAY N. GEREN, 
85, pastor of more than 
30 years, B illings, Mo., 
Oct. 29. Survivors: wife, 
Lore tta ; son, Gerald; 
daughter, Connie Voigt; 
two grandchildren; three 

great-grandchildren.

DOLLY (LYLES) GILBERT, 72, Ponca 
City, Okla., Nov. 24. S urv ivors: sons, 
Howard, Raym ond; daughters, V ivian 
Zabel, Diana Sells; 10 grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren.

REV. LLOYD W. HAIL, 
81, pastor and chaplain of 
m ore than 30 years, 
Venice, Fla., Nov. 17. Sur­
vivors: sisters, Dorothy 
Ehlenbach, Marjory Mor­
gan, M ary M aytorena; 

Joseph; two grandchildren.

VERA B. HAMMOND, 85, Nashville, 
Tenn., Sept. 24, Survivors: daughter, Edra 
Farish; three brothers; four sisters; one 
granddaughter.

REV. PAUL K. HAY- 
MAN SR., 90, pastor of 
37 years and Central Ohio 
D istrict secretary fo r 14 
years, Marion, Ohio, Nov. 
29. Survivors: wife, Betty; 
son, Paul Jr.; daughter, 

Marian Ekis; eight grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren.

J. C. (JUDGE) HENDERSON, 91, Crow­
ley, La,, Dec. 2. Survivors: wife, Irabelle; 
daughters, Margaret Maas, Esther Hender­
son.

REV. RAYMOND HOSKINS, 66, pastor of 
37 years, Georgetown, Ky., July 1. Sur­
vivors: wife, Mae; sons, Richard. Tracy, 
Marty, Gary; daughter, Sandy.

DENZIL D. HURT, 83, Seminole, Fla., 
Nov. 27. Survivors: wife, Dora; sons, Den- 
zil, Fred; brother, William; sister, Violet So- 
ales; five granddaughters; five great-grand­
children.

DORIS E. MATTHES, 61, St. Louis, Mo., 
Dec. 10. S urvivors: husband, George; 
daughter, Rebecca Newcomer; s is te r, 
Louise Vlieger; two grandchildren.

WILLIAM (BILL) McCOONSE, 69, Over­
land Park, Kans., Apr. 19. Survivors: wife, 
Clara; son, Kelly; daughters, Colleen Cant­
well, Kathleen Norden, Karen McCoonse; 
four grandchildren.

REV. ROBERT P. McKENNEY, 82, Lex­
ing ton , Ky., June 3. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , 
Maude: son, Donald; daughters, Peggy, 
Carolyn, Sue, Janice.

ALBERTS SEALOCK BALDWIN NEILL, 
95, Temple, Tex., Jan. 20. Survivors: sons, 
Howard, Carl, Joseph, and James Baldwin; 
daughter, Irene Sicard; s ister, Bernice 
Gordy; 25 grandchildren; 29 great-grand­
children; 2 great-great-grandchildren.

MARCIA OLSEN. 53. 
Vancouver, Wash., Dec. 
16. Survivors: husband, 
Rev. Galen of the Van­
couver, Wash., Hillcrest 
Church; mother, form er 
pro fessor of English at 

ONU and PLNC, Gunnel Jorden; daughter, 
Lori Kutsch; sister, Kathryn Oliver; two 
grandchildren. She was the daughter-in- 
law of Gordon Olsen Sr., who predeceased 
her, and Rhoda, now married to Richard 
Taylor.

MILDRED B. OWEN, 74, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., Dec. 27. Survivors: daugh­
ters, Myrna Iwagoshi, Jeane Droz; sisters, 
Bernice Bartlett, Cyrilla Wheeler; seven 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.

ADA PARLIER, 93, Fremont, Calif., Nov. 
7. Survivors: daughter, Lorraine Willyard; 
s is te r, Hazel Jew ett; b ro th e rs , Guy, 
Bernard, B laine, and Dale B lackburn; 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

MAZIE PENDARVIS, 77, Jacksonville, 
Fla., Nov. 24. Survivors: sons, Paul, Dick; 
brother. Buddy Snodgrass; sisters, June 
Porter, Margie Neeley; seven grandchil­
dren; five great-grandchildren.

LELAND F. ROESINK, 83, Asheville, 
N.C., Oct. 30. Survivors: wife, Olive; son, 
Ron; daughter, Barbara Hawkins; sisters, 
Maxine P ritchard, Natalie Harper; fou r 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren.

HAZEL SAFFELL, 87, Sheridan, Wyo., 
Sept, 27. S urv ivo rs : son, Brad; three 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.

REV. M ALLALIEU 
WILSON, 98, pastor and 
educator of many years, 
Nampa, Idaho, Nov. 27. 
He was the son of former 
General Superintendent 
W illiam C. Wilson. Sur­

vivors: son, Steven; daughters, Donna Par­
sons, JoAn Braithwaite; 7 stepchildren; 15 
grandchildren; 28 stepgrandchildren; 22 
great-grandchildren; 58 stepgreat-grand- 
children; 2 stepgreat-great-grandchildren.

Correction
Due to a p roduction  e rro r, the pho­

tographs of Shaddix T. Sumners and Carl 
H. Thompson were transposed in the Vital 
Statistics section of the December issue. 
Information about the death and family of 
Rev. Sum ners appeared next to  Rev. 
Thompson’s picture and vice versa. We re­
gret the error.

Births
to PAUL and MARTHA BAKER, Hastings. 

Mich., a girl, Cassandra Irene, Nov. 13 
to STEVE and ANITA (CARLEY) FELAND, 

Yukon, Okla., a boy, Curtis Alan, Nov. 12 
to NOEL and SHUREE GEORGE, Lake­

land, Fla., a boy, Elijah Luke, Dec. 19 
to KEVIN and JANELL (JENSEN) HOP­

KINS, Cushing, Okla., a girl, Erin Rochelle, 
Aug. 30

to BOB and LYNNETTA (H ALSTED/D I - 
ENER) KLESH, Great Falls, Mont., a boy, 
Matthew Joseph, Dec. 28 

to ROBERT and NANCY (HAMPTON) 
MEEKER, New Carlisle, Ohio, a boy, Robert 
Lanston Meeker IV, Oct. 16 

to  DENNIS and KARYN (GATES) 
MITCHEL, Decatur, Ind., a boy, Mattheus 
Lane, Sept. 25 

to BRUCE and YVONNE NUFFER, Kansas 
City, Mo., a boy, Kellen Alexander, Nov. 12 

to  W ILLIAM  and REVA (SCHAFFER)

WOLFE, Bourbonnais, III., a boy, Christian 
William, Dec. 18

to RANDY and JANELLE ZABEL. Austin. 
Tex., a boy, Shane Foster, Sept. 3

Marriages
NEDRA INA ADAMS and BURDETTE ED­

WARD LAHR JR., Dec. 21 at Selinsgrove. 
Pa.

CARLENE P HILLIPS  and MORRIS 
WHITNEY, Oct. 19 at Fairfield Bay. Ark.

BERNADINE (BUNNIE) RICHARDSON 
and WALLACE EARL MAGEE, Dec. 22 at 
New Orleans, La.

STACI ARDITH RICHARDSON and 
D’WAYNE CURTIS LEATHERLAND, Nov. 
23 at Kansas City, Mo.

Anniversaries
PAUL and BONNIE CLIPSON. W ichita 

Falls, Tex., celebrated their 50th anniver­
sary Dec. 22 with a reception at the home 
of friends. The Clipsons have three sons 
and five grandchildren.

REV. GLENN and ROSALYN EAGLE, San 
Antonio, Tex., celebrated the ir 50th an­
niversary Dec. 28 at an open house recep­
tion hosted by their four children. The Ea­
gles have six grandchildren.

REV. HOWARD and VERNETTE HILL, 
Gallatin, Tenn., celebrated their 60th an­
niversary Feb. 7.

CHARLES and MARY McKINNEY, 
Columbus, Ohio, celebrated their 50th an­
niversary Nov. 17 with the renewal of their 
vows and a dinner with their three daugh­
ters, one son, and their families.

REV. RICHARD and DOROTHY PHELPS, 
Winter Haven, Fla., celebrated their 50th 
anniversary Nov. 17 with the renewal of 
th e ir vows and a reception at W arren, 
Ohio, F irst Church. The Phelpses have 
three daughters, nine grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren.

ELLIS and ALICE POSEY, Sulphur, Okla.,

brothers, John,
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celebrated the ir 70th anniversary Jan. 2 
with a reception hosted by their 5 children. 
The Poseys have 15 grandchildren and 35 
great-grandchildren.

JAMES and HAZEL QUICK, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., celebrated their 50th anniver­
sary Feb. 16 with a reception given by their 
four children at Oklahoma City First Church. 
The Quicks have three grandchildren.

Announcements
BAXTER SPRINGS (KANS.) FIRST 

CHURCH will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
Apr. 6.

Former pastors, members, and friends 
are invited. For more information, contact 
Harold Paul, 316-856-2577.

LAKE HAVASU CITY (ARIZ.) WESLEY 
CHAPEL CHURCH w ill celebrate its 25th 
anniversary Apr. 5-6 with a Saturday bar­
becue and evening service, and 10:45 a .m . 
and 6 p . m . Sunday services w ith form er 
pastors speaking.

Former pastors, members, and friends 
are invited to join the celebration. For more 
in fo rm a tion , contact the church, 2700 
Rainbow Ave., Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 
(520-855-4868).

MORROW (OHIO) CHURCH w ill cele­
brate its 50th anniversary May 18.

Former pastors, members, and friends 
are invited to attend and enjoy dinner on 
the grounds. For more information, contact 
Margaret Wallingford (513-899-2374) or 
Clarine Frauenknecht (513-494-2029).

POTTERVILLE (M ICH.) CHURCH w ill 
celebrate its 80th anniversary with special 
services May 4 and 11, leading up to re­
vival services with Gary Haines May 15-18, 
including a concert May 17. District Super­
intendent C. Neil Strait will open the cele­
bration in the morning service May 4.

Former pastors, members, and friends 
are encouraged to attend. For more infor­
m ation. con tact the church (517-645- 
2497) or pastor Robert Coen (517-645- 
2841).

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
RANDY D. AMOS, to pastor, Goodland,

Kans.
BOBBY L. COCKRAN, from  Gap M ills , 

W.Va., to Hinton, W.Va.
W ILLIAM  J. COUCHENOUR, to pastor, 

Centralia, III.
BARRY K. CUNNINGHAM, to pastor, Los 

Angeles (Calif.) First 
TIM DANIELS, to pastor, Ashland (Ky.) 

Summit
THOMAS K. DOCKERTY, from  Nashville.

III., to Tilden, III.
WALLACE A. DORN, from Parsons, W.Va., 

to Marlinton, W.Va.
MICHAEL G. DOWNS, from  associate, 

Danville (Ind.) Avon Community, to as­
sociate, Junction City (Kans.) First 

RICHARD G. FORSYTH, from  associate, 
Sturgis, Mich., to associate, Vicksburg 
(Mich.) Chapman Memorial 

DAVID W. GARNER, from Louisville (Ky.) 
Southeast Community, to Washington 
(III.) Sunnyland 

THOMAS W GORRELL, from Indianapolis 
(Ind.) Westside, to Hilton (N.Y.) New 
Life Community 

ALAN L. GRACE, from Clendenin (W.Va.)
Quick, to Gap Mills, W.Va.

DANIEL D. HAMILTON, from Hazlehurst, 
Miss., to LaFargeville, N.Y.

MICHAEL HICKS, from associate, Straight 
Creek, Ky., to pastor, Straight Creek, Ky. 

JERRY D. HOLLOWELL, to pastor, Bon­
ham, Tex.

CRAIG A. HUNNEL, from Marionville, Mo., 
to Webb City, Mo.

GREGORY S. KASTER, fro m  Oak H ill, 
W.Va., to Kingwood, Va.

RANDY D. LANHAM, from New Lexington, 
Ohio, to Charleston (W.Va.) First 

WILLIAM A. LEWIS, from  West Sunbury 
(Pa.) Claytonia, to Massillon (Ohio) First 

DARRELL E. LLOYD, from  Yuma (Ariz.)
Desert Springs, to Greenville (Tex.) First 

RUSSELL F. MARTIN, from Kailua (Hawaii) 
English, to Lancaster (Calif.) Valley View 

MARK McCUISTION, from Elyria, Ohio, to 
DeSoto (Tex.) First 

ROBERT M ILLS, from  C a lifo rn ia  (Ky.)
Carthage, to Ravenna, Ky.

JAMES D. MUNCY, from  Beauty, Ky., to 
Wurtland, Ky.

R. LARRY OWSLEY, from  Birm ingham

(Ala.) Huffman, to Wilmington, N.C.
KIM L. RICHMOND, from  Fresno (Calif.)

Trinity, to Simi Valley, Calif.
MATTHEW E. ROBERTS, from  Leonard- 

town (Md.) Living Water Community, to 
Saratoga Springs (N.Y.) Grace 

WALTER SHEETS, from Dana, III., to De­
catur (III.) Parkway 

DAVID D. SHELTON, from Jefferson (Ind.)
First, to Brownstown, Ind.

PAUL A. SLATON, from Reno (Nev.) First, 
to Los Alamos (N.Mex.) LaVista 

ALAN SLOVER, to pastor, West Union, III. 
CARL L. S0LIDAY, from pastor, Neodesha, 

Kans., to evangelism 
KENNETH STANDIFORTH, from  evange­

lism to pastor, Lone Pine, Calif.
GEORGE E. STONER, from Clarence, Mo., 

to Centerville, Iowa 
W ILLIAM F. TAYLOR, from  d is tr ic t-a s ­

signed, Dallas District, to pastor, Sul­
phur Springs, Tex.

JENNIFER THOM, from associate, Kansas 
City (Mo.) Blue Hills, to pastor, Dallas 
(Tex.) Bruton Terrace 

DANIEL D. WHITNEY, from  pastor, La­
Fargeville, N.Y., to associate, Plymouth, 
Mich.

GARY A. WILLIAMSON, from Oakland City, 
Ind., to Nashville, Ind.

G. TOM WILSON, from Tempe (Ariz.) New 
Hope Community, to Atascadero, Calif.

Moving Missionaries
ARVIDSON, LARRY and RUTH, Mexico 

Field Office, Field Address: Apartado 
Postal 44-970, 03101 M exico D.F., 
MEXICO

BIESENBACH, HARALD and HELEN, Africa 
M in istries Council, Field Address: PO 
Box 92,1710 Florida, SOUTH AFRICA 

BURGE, JOHN and MARTHA, Suriname, 
Furlough Address: 6616 Lyrewood Ln., 
No. 35, Oklahoma City, OK 73132 

CLARK, LOWELL and MARILYN, Tanzania, 
Furlough Address: 6813 N.W. 43rd, 
Bethany, OK 73008 

DUNN, ROBERT and CONNIE, Australia, 
Furlough A ddress: P.O. Box 303, 
Olympia, WA 98507 

ESSELSTYN, TED and JOAN, Africa Out­
reach Council, Furlough Address: 73

Waterford Dr., Weymouth, MA 02188- 
1907

GRUVER, BEVERLY, Asia-Pacific Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, Field Address: 
APNTS, O rtigas Avenue E xtension, 
Kaytikling Taytay, 1920 Rizal. PHILIP­
PINES

HEAP, STEPHEN and BRENDA, Brazil, Fur­
lough Address: c/o Rev. Charles Pick­
ens, 200 Brittany, Olathe, KS 66061 

LAFORCE, WAYNE and CONNIE. Japan, 
Stateside Address: 1008 W. Ashbury 
Rd„ Olathe, KS 66061 

PARK. MICHEAL and DO-YEA, Kazakhstan, 
Furlough Address: Geapo Yoo Sung, 
Apt. 15-1501, Dea Chi Dong, Kang 
Namgu, Seoul, SOUTH KOREA 

RAY. HAROLD and EMILY, MAC Regional 
Office, Stateside Address: 5079 Margo 
Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89122 

SUNBERG, JAY and TEANNA, Russia, Fur­
lough Address: c/o Karen Fullerton, 
1150 Sheridan Bridge Ln., Olathe, KS 
66062

SPRUNGER, JOHN and ROSE, MAC Re­
gional Office, Field Address: c/o Rio 
Grande Bible Institute Language School, 
4300 S. Business 281, Edinburg, TX 
78539-9399

DIRECTORY
BOARD OF GENERAL SU PER IN TEN ­

DENTS: Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas 
City, MO 64131. William J. Prince, chair­
man; James H. Diehl, vice-chairman; Paul 
G. Cunningham, secretary; Jerald D. John­
son, John A. Knight, Donald D. Owens.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERI­
TI: V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cambridge, Olathe, 
KS 66062, Orville W. Jenkins, 2309 W. 
103rd St., Leawood, KS 66206; William M. 
Greathouse, 1179 Rosewood Tr., Mount 
Juliet, TN 37122; Eugene L. Stowe, 5555 
S. Emporia Cir., Englewood, CO 80111- 
3635; Raymond W. Hum, 7810 W. 118th, 
Overland Park, KS 66210.

Notice
Vital Statistics are printed as soon as 

possible after they are received. Please in­
clude your name and phone number when 
submitting information for Vital Statistics.

Nazarene Bible College
... the key to your 

ministerial preparation.

1111 Academ y Park Loop 
Colorado Spring, CO 80910

1-800-873-3873
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The Readers Write

M aster Masons
I was rather disappointed in the presentation [“Question Box,” 

December], which left the impression that this [Masonry] was a 
benign but not necessarily a Christian organization.

Please forgive my forthrightness, but the Masonic Lodge is a 
satanic organization with Satanic oaths and rites. . . .  1 am writing 
this from firsthand knowledge, having been a Master Mason until 
my conversion at the age of 40. I personally have taken the satan­

ic oaths of secrecy, am familiar with the teachings of the lodges, 
and 1 might add have renounced these oaths before God and man, 
exposing the secrets I was sworn to uphold. Yes, I have been per­
secuted and threatened for this. . . .

You failed to mention that all Master Masons and higher are 
bound under an oath of death that they will each cover one an­
other’s crimes excepting for murder and treason. . . .

I write to you as a past Mason who has been persecuted for 
leaving the cult, and when Jesus Christ came into my life and 
saved me, I needed no one to tell me that the Masonic Lodge was 
not Christian but purely satanic. I left it with great opposition 
from my fellow Masons, received visits from other Masons, in­
cluding the police chief who at the time was a Mason. All were 
less than pleasant towards me. . . . God help us if we ever let 
down our guard and allow Masons to become Nazarenes.

I implore you, be stronger the next time someone asks the 
question, “Is it OK to be a Mason?"

John Greenwood 
Victoria, British Columbia

Staples and Estep
1 was especially grateful for the article written by Dr. Rob L. 

Staples on the Trinity in the January issue. Very well done. This 
will be helpful to many who are confused about the Trinity.

1 also enjoy reading Dr. Michael R. Estep’s articles. 1 especial­
ly enjoyed the January issue. 1 happened to be the pastor o f 
Grace Church, Ashland, Kentucky, where he grew up. His father 
was saved while I was pastor. Also, the Clifford Hall that he 
mentioned was saved while 1 was pastor there. He has a great 
family, and his parents were the greatest.

Thank you for the Herald o f Holiness.
Clell B. Elliott 
Franklin Furnace. Ohio

M ore Meat
I commend you for printing the article on worship by Philip K. 

Clemens (December ’96). The tone and temperament mixed with 
biblical truth made the article helpful for our church today.

I would go much farther than Clemens and say that we have 
created a beast . . . that must be slain. The beast is self-centered 
worship and programs within our local churches. “What do the 
people want?” is the only question asked. The Scripture not only 
takes backstage but is oftentimes not invited. I can find no place 
in Scripture where worship is to be formulated around the con­
gregation’s likes and dislikes.

The beast draws people in through special presentations and 
programs. We get people “saved" in this environment, and they 
continue to attend, wanting the beast to entertain them. Ministers 
then com plain to other m inisters that they cannot get deeper 
commitments out of their people. The beast has created shallow 
disciples who attend church for themselves, and we blame it on 
the “saved” people’s carnality rather than our allowance of the 
beast to make the disciples.

Please, dear Editor, provide for us more meat.
Eric W. Jorgensen 
Pullman. Washington

Since 1943
I’m sorry to let you know I w on't be getting the Herald any­

more. 1 had a stroke, and my eyes don’t do too good. . . .  I have 
been reading the Herald o f Holiness since the spring of 1943. 
I’m an 86-year-old lady and live by myself, and I love the Lord, 
for He sure keeps me. . . . May the Lord bless and keep you.

Mrs. Ernest White 
Mansfield. Illinois

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS 
“Discover the Herald!”

Fill out this form and mail today 
to start receiving the Herald of 
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.
Enter my subscription for

□  One year, $12.00
□  Two years, $23.00
□  Three years, $34.00 

Enter a gift subscription at 

$  f o r  year(s) and send to:

N am e_________________________

Address

Citv State/Prov. Zip
□  Bill me.
□  Enclosed is my check for $____.

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
1-800-877-0700.

Name

Address

Citv State/Prov. Zip

Phone ( )
Make checks payable to: Herald o f  Holiness
The local Church of the Nazarene I attend is

Name of Church
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C ity______________________State/Prov.________ Zip
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C j  od on a leash? 
Absurd. And yet, more 
often than not we have 
settled for a tired, 
ordinary sameness in 
our pulpits and our 
congregational life.
Is it any wonder unbe­
lievers are so uninterest­
ed in the resulting atmo­
sphere of mediocrity?
Neil Wiseman believes 
God is yearning to 
unleash His power and 
glory on His children 

and challenges us to seek more of His miraculous 
movement in our lives.
“If you want to know how postmodernism and 
Christianity come together in a working relationship, 
this book will be of help. Wiseman stands in opposition 
to that scientism that has reduced Christianity to 
rationalism, and he gives us an alternative.”

—T o n y C a m p o lo
The Untam ed G od
HH083-411-6294 ................................ $15.99, Hardback

I  Hi  I

O rd er from  y o u r N azarene Publish ing  H ouse
9-9827

BEACON HILL PRESS
O F  K A N S A S  C I T Y

gathering of the 
best of Bob’s writings 
arranged to display his 
talent as a wordsmith 
and to provide an 
intimate glimpse into 
his life.
Included are reflections 
from those he personally 
touched: James Dobson, 
Amy Grant, Gloria 
Gaither, and others.
“In a world of deaf- 
mutes, he was our ears. 
W hen we were blind to 

the simplest things, he was our eyes. W hen we reenact­
ed Babel with our loud disagreements and petty differ­
ences, he spoke softly. And the gentle truth of what he 
whispered rose above the din to call us back to love 
again. He was a hearer, he was a seer, he was a poet.”

—G lo ria  G aith er
The Jo u rn ey Home
H H 083-411-6464 ....................... .$15.99, Hardback

W h e r e  was God?
How could He allow 
such a horrific act of 
violence to touch so 
many innocent people?
Letters exchanged be­
tween a young niece 
her pastor uncle 
the age-old question 
God’s sovereignty 
His love.
“Dr Truesdale demon­
strates the futility of 
seeking a rational 
explanation for why 

God allows evil and human suffering. With refreshing 
candor, Truesdale leads us to the surprising conclusion 
that God has not revealed His reasons but has revealed 
His solution for evil, the Lord Jesus Christ, especially 
His death and resurrection.”

—C h u c k  C o lso n
If G od Is God . . .Then W h y?
HH083-411-6316 .................................$14.99, Hardback

E asily the world’s most 
well known prayer, it 
has become mere rote to 
many who utter those 
familiar words with 
mindless neglect of their 
deep and profound 
significance.
Veteran pastor and 
author Randal Denny, 
known for his insightful 
biblical illustrations and 
thoughtful stories, takes 
a fresh look at the words 
of our Lord and the 

mysteries His prayer addresses concerning God’s 
omnipotence, His provision for His children, His 
relationship to us, the location of His kingdom, and 
others. Each examination opens new truths that help 
the believer understand more about God’s incredible 
love, might, and generosity to His children.

The Kingdom , the Power, the G lory
HH083-411-5964 .................................$15.99, Hardback



The Message 
of the Cross

by Thomas L. Cook, associate pastor,
First Church o f the Nazarene, Atlanta, Georgia

O
n a beautiful, cloudless day 
our p lane took  o ff  from  
Santiago, Chile. A few min­
utes la ter we were flying 
above the b rea th tak in g , 
snow-capped Andes Moun­
tains, one of the most im­
pressive ranges on earth. Soon the pi­

lot was calling the attention of the 
passengers to one of the familiar land­
marks in that part of the world. It was 
a huge, towering cross on top of 
one of those majestic mountain 
peaks. As the sun was reflected 
from the outstretched arms of that 
cross, it seemed to be beaming a 
message to all the world. Truly, it 
was a moving sight.

S ince that day I have often  
thought of that old cross sitting 
there for thousands to see. God 
has used it to remind me of some 
wonderful truths.

One trem endous truth is that the 
Cross has stood for centuries as the 
symbol of God’s love and mankind’s 
hope, a love and hope that embraces 
all times, all cultures. The widespread 
beams represent the outstretched arms 
of God, welcoming to himself anyone 
who will come. Every race, nation, 
and person are welcome at the Cross.

Perhaps the greatest truth is this— 
the Cross is empty. The Savior is not 
there. As the Bible declares: On the 
third day after His death, He arose, 
just as He said He would.

This is the message we preach—the 
message of divine love shown on the 
Cross, the message of hope revealed 
by the empty tomb. To this message 
millions have responded, but there are 
m illions m ore w aiting to hear the 
Good News.

One of the most effective ways of 
proclaiming the message is through

the annual Easter Offering for world 
evangelism received in the Church of 
the Nazarene throughout the world. 
This money enables pastors, evange­
lists, teachers, doctors, nurses, and 
others to reach people in all parts of 
the globe.

In over 25 years of ministry as pas­
tor and m issionary, I have had the 
privilege of visiting more than 30 of 
the 113 world areas where our church

is at work for Christ. What a thrill it 
has been to see firsthand the results of 
our mission investments!

In churches from the islands of the 
Caribbean to the mountains of South 
America, God is giving us a great har­
vest of souls. In clinics and hospitals 
from Africa to Eurasia, often main­
tained and operated in difficult c ir­

cumstances, there is healing in Jesus’ 
name. In schools and colleges from 
Central America to the Pacific islands, 
leaders are being taught, and we are 
seeing them step forward to assume 
leadership responsibilities. The Easter 
Offering has been like the loaves and 
fishes, multiplied many times over for 
the extension of God’s kingdom.

Each year as the time for the Easter 
Offering rolls around, 1 am reminded 

of that beautiful cross atop that 
South American mountain. I am 
reminded of the message it pro­
claims— the message of redemp­
tion, of free and full salvation. I 
am reminded of the faces of men, 
wom en, boys, and girls whose 
liv es  have been  to u ch ed  and 
changed because the gospel mes­
sage was brought to their lands.

P risc illa  O w ens w rote: “We 
have heard the joyful sound: / Je­

sus saves! Jesus saves! / Spread the 
tidings all around: / Jesus saves! Jesus 
saves!” The E aster O ffering is one 
way, and a vital way, to “spread the 
tidings all around.” Nazarenes, let us 
dare ask God how much we should 
give. The Cross is the symbol of our 
message; let it be also the symbol of 
our generosity in giving. ^

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c r o s s , 
THE HARVEST OF SOULS 

KNOWS NO SEASON.
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Bruno
MICHAEL R. ESTEP

M ichael R. E step is director of the Com­
munications Division, Church of the 
Nazarene.

B r u n o  R a d i  w a s  r e c e n t l y  “ b a n ­
ished” to Point Loma Nazarene Col­
lege from  his na tive  
c o u n t ry  o f  A r g e n t i ­
na— banished by a de­
cree  from the W orld 
M is s io n  D iv is io n ,
“ im prisoned” for one 
entire month to get se­
r ious  abou t lea rn ing  
English.

B r u n o ’s n a t iv e  
“h eav en ly ” language 
of Spanish had served 
him well as an evan­
g e l ism  too l. He had 
used it often in preaching, witnessing, 
and testifying. But now, to assist him 
in his duties as regional director for 
South America, he was to learn a lan­
guage that often evaded him, a task he 
viewed as an imprisonment.

Worse yet, Bruno felt he would be 
taken out of ministry for one month. 
What could he do in America to evan­
g e l iz e  d u r in g  th is  t im e ?  You see, 
every morning Bruno awakens think­
ing o f  w ays to reach  som eone  for 
Christ. How would he be able to uti­
lize English in a classroom setting? 
How could he convey Jesus through a 
foreign language?

To his great surprise, the class was

full o f  Japanese students. After sever­
al class sessions, one o f  the young 
ladies approached him. “Would you 
tell me about Jesus? I ’ve heard you 
speak o f  Him often  while we have 
been in our English classes together.”

“Certa in ly ,” Bruno replied in his 
broken English. “I will be happy to do 
so.”

That conversation led to an interest 
by many of the Japanese students in a 
Bible study.

W h a t  an in te rn a t io n a l  p ic tu re :  
B ru n o  R ad i ,  A r g e n t in e a n ,  S ou th  
A m e r ic a  R eg ion  d irec to r ,  read ing  
f ro m  his  S p a n i s h /E n g l i s h  B ib le ,  
teaching Japanese students who were 
reading from their Japanese/English 

Bibles. He soon d is ­
c o v e re d  th a t  tw o  
w om en  in the g roup  
were Nazarenes from 
Japan. G od’s strategic 
p la c e m e n t  o f  th e se  
women greatly facili­
ta ted  sh a r in g  C h r is t  
w ith  the o the r  J a p a ­
nese, many o f  whom 
were Buddhists.

One day he received 
this note from one of 
the J a p a n e se :  “ I am 

now a Christian because o f  our Bible 
study.” As B runo’s return to South 
A m erica  approached , he w ondered 
what he would do with these hungry 
individuals who wanted to know more 
about Jesus. Then he remembered that 
G od had a lso  s t ra te g ic a l ly  p laced  
Steve Heap’s son, Brian, a missionary 
kid ra ised  in Brazil, on cam pus as 
well. Bruno turned the group over to 
Brian, who continues to lead the Bible 
study.

God taught Bruno a lesson. While 
he was “imprisoned” to English, En­
glish became the way to the Cross for 
several young Japanese students who 
needed to know Christ.

W h ile  he was 
“imprisoned” to 
English, English 
became the way 

to the Cross.
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T H E I H L g  S e r i e s

WHAT YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT
Bible-based, life-related studies for 

Small Groups, Sunday School Classes, and Personal Discoveries

S T E P H E N  M . M I L L E R .  E D IT O R

O ur c u r io s ity  a b o u t o u r ow n  death  and the  end o f the 
w o r ld  can e a s ily  tu rn  to fear. But as C h r is t ia n s , we 
have hop e  in  Je su s  C h r is t. T o p ics  in c lu d e : Death, 
H eaven  a n d  H e ll,  The S e c o n d  C o m in g ,  The 
A n tic h r is t,  B o d ily  R e su rre c tio n .
HH083-411-5794

C o u ld  it be  th a t w e  g e t le s s  f ro m  w o rs h ip  s e r ­
v ic e s  th a n  w e  s h o u ld  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e n ’t re fle c t­
ed  e n o u g h  o n  w h a t o u g h t  to  ta ke  p la ce  in  th e m ?  
H ere 's  h e lp  fo r  th o s e  w h o  w a n t to  k n o w  w h a t G od 
ex p e c ts !
HH083-411-5816

G o d  c a lls  u s  to  liv e  a h o ly  li fe — w e s h o u ld  be 
a b le  to  e x p la in  it in  c lear, p re c is e  la n g u a g e . How 
to Live the Holy Life is  w r it te n  b y  p e o p le  w h o  
u n d e rs ta n d  h o l in e s s  a n d  k n o w  h o w  to  e x p la in  it 
w e ll.
HH083-411-1039

Ja m e s  D o b s o n , G race  K e tte rm a n , a n d  o th e r 
C h r is t ia n  p a re n ts  g ive  in s ig h ts  on to p ic s  s u ch  as 
d is c ip lin e ,  u n fa ir  e xp e c ta tio n s , s o lv in g  p ro b le m s  
toge the r, te a c h in g  ind e p e n d e n ce , and m ore, 
HH083-411-4518

L ea rn  f ro m  S c r ip tu re  w h a t J e s u s  s a id  a b o u t 
w o rry , te m p ta t io n ,  ju d g in g  o th e rs , fo rg iv e n e s s , 
th e  S a b b a th , th e  p o o r, h e a lin g ,  d e a th , h y p o c r is y , 
d iv o rc e , n e w  b ir th ,  h o ly  l iv in g ,  a n d  h a p p in e s s . 
HH083-411-1713

EVERETT
LEA D IN G H A M

W h a t is  an a tti tu d e ?  C an  a C h r is t ia n  have  a bad 
a t titu d e ?  C an  w e  e sca p e  s e lf -d e fe a t in g  a t t i­
tu d e s ?  T h e s e  q u e s t io n s — a n d  m o re — are  
e x p lo re d  in  th is  th o ro u g h  d is c u s s io n .
HH083-411-5263

Only S5.95 each!
(leader’s guides available)

To o r d e r  ca l l

1- 800 - 877*0700
(Fax: 1 8 0 0  8 4 9  9 8 2 7 )

O F  K A N S A S  C I T Y

James Dobson 
Grace Ketterman. 
and Other 
Christian Parents

TOPICS :
U n fa ir
Expectations, : 
D iscip line,
H av ing  Fun. j 
A nger. Solving 
Problem s,
S ho w in g
A p p ro v a l,
T eenage rs ,
Devotions,
L e tt in g  Them  j
P re te n d .
T ra d it io n s ,
The Church’s 
Job, D ad/M om  ] 
R e la tio n s h ip ,  j 
T e ach ing  
Ind e pe nd e nce  j
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