










My summer was planned. 
An enthusiastic Bible stu­
dent and teacher for 10 
years, I had organized 
and led a summer Bible 
study for two weeks. I 
was hoping to attend a 
lay ministry institute in early July to im­

prove my spiritual understanding and 
leadership skills.

Then in mid-June my life took an 
alarming turn. Severe 
muscle spasms in my 
middle and upper back 
sent me into the hospi­
tal with pain that was 
out of control.

This was not the 
first time back pain 
had disabled me. I ’d 
been fighting the battle 
for nine years. Seven years earlier, un­
controllable back pain had hospitalized 
me, but since then I had learned how to 
limit my activities and use various med­
ications to stay com­
fortable and functional.
It vexed me to see the 
return of my nemesis.

We often ask 
“Why?” when God de­
tours our walk with 
Him. I suspect that is 
because it is so diffi­
cult to see pain, trou­
ble, or distress as a part of God’s plan for 
His followers. Perhaps it is good to ques­
tion, to be confused, to see a contradic­
tion in this. Our God’s name is synony­
mous with love. It is hard to equate 
suffering with love.

In my case I could not see God’s hand at 
all in this detour. The timing was so poor. 
“I have much to do for You this 
summer,” I wailed in agonized 
prayer. But He seemed unim­
pressed with my complaint.

As day after day passed, 
four treasures began to appear 
as a result of my 18 days of hospital con­
finement. First, the skilled, loving hands 
and arms of my nurses, turning me ever 
so carefully to minimize discomfort. This 
prompted me— a person who almost nev­
er reads or writes poetry—to describe in 
a journal how it feels to receive skilled 
tenderness throughout sleepless nights 
and pain-filled days. My nurses truly be­
came, for me, angels of mercy.

Also, I learned to appreciate God’s gift 
of drugs. We hear so much nowadays 
about the dangers of narcotics. I was in­
clined to associate them automatically and 
almost exclusively with addiction or 
abuse. As with all of God’s created matter, 
drugs are a blessing if used wisely and re­
sponsibly—in this case, to alleviate pain.

Another treasure was the mutually ben­
eficial relationship that developed be­
tween my hospital roommate and me. A 

genteel woman of 62 
years, Anita was under­
going her third lower- 
back disk surgery in 
two years. She taught 
me much about courage 
and coping. Not once 
during all the pain she 
suffered before and af­
ter surgery did she cry, 

not even in her sleep. Anita did resort to a 
few choice words, but she overtly avoided 
taking God’s name in vain.

The fourth gem occurred a few days 
before I left the hospi­
tal. An acquaintance 
came in for knee 
surgery, and when I 
walked over to her 
room to visit her on 
her second postsurgical 
night, I found her 
fighting tears, gripping 
her bandaged knee 

fiercely. Her knee trembled uncontrol­
lably.

Barb was allergic to painkillers, so she 
couldn’t take anything to relieve the 
acute pain that accompanies bone 
surgery. I decided to share with her the 
prayer that had helped me through my 
worst moments of the previous two

weeks: “You are not alone. 
Our Father bends down from 
His throne above to soothe 
and comfort you. He leaves 
you not when the storm is 
high. Can there be trouble 

He doth not share? Your Savior does 
care” (author unknown).

I don’t know if these words meant to 
her what they did to me. We don’t always 
see whether the seeds we plant take root 
and grow, much less reach harvest. But 
the possibility is always there. I don’t 
hesitate to try, because many times some­
one has been God’s instrument to me in 
my time of need.

SOMMER

OETOOR

BY MARGARET HOOK
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It’s hard to understand how spending 
time in a hospital bed can be o f greater 
service to God than teaching others about 
Him or studying His Word. But during 
these 18 days I realized that God was 
teaching me something more impor­
tant—what it really means to trust.

As I lay in bed day after endless day, I 
kept praying over and over again the 
words o f Isaiah 26:3: “Thou dost keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee” ( rs v ) . Isaiah must have 
needed at that point in his life the same 
kind o f reassurance of the Lord’s love,

" I HAVE SO 
MUCH TO DO 

FOR YDO THIS 
SOMMER,1’ I  
WAILED IN 
AGONIZED 
PRAfER.

presence, and divine purposes for his life 
that I was coveting.

God’s peace in all circumstances 
comes, Isaiah says, “because he [or she] 
trusts in thee.” The treasures I was expe­
riencing were His reassurance He was 
with me. How else could I have risen 
above the pain and frustration to see 
God’s gifts all around me?

During the summer of my detour, I 
learned that trust reaches its highest peak 
and shines through most brilliantly when 
we fly blind with our Savior through dif­
ficult times.
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by Mike Barton

Engaging

the

Unchurched

in

Spiritual

Conversation

T
oday we find ourselves in an evangelistic 
echo chamber, hearing only our platitudes 
and formulas reverberating back to us. We 
have come from an era when the lost identi­
fied with our confrontational style of evan­
gelism. This style fueled their interest and 
captivated their attention.

Yet this same style today appears to be generating 
more heat than light. Our age-old cliches are not con­

necting with today’s culture. It’s not the gospel that 
has lost its relevance— Jesus still saves! It’s the man- 

■ ner in which we package the gift that’s outdated. Just 
as the mauve and teal o f the ’90s have replaced the 
pea-soup green and orange o f the ’70s, so we must 
find a way to contemporize the manner by which we 
share Christ. The message must remain the same, yet 
the method must be flexible.

Richard Lord
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illow a Stranger
Finding Your Voice

So how do we engage the unchurched in spiritual 
conversation? By utilizing a familiar voice. In John 

10, Jesus tells the story of the shepherd and his flock: 
“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
W hen he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead o f them, and his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; 
in fact, they will run away from him because they do 
not recognize a stranger’s voice” (vv. 3-5, n iv ).

Why are the unchurched not talking back? Because 
our voice no longer sounds familiar or relevant. In 
fact, like the sheep in John 10, some are running away 
because they do not perceive you and me as a shep­
herd but rather as a stranger. Jesus tells us that the 
sheep respond and eventually follow or flee depending 
on the familiarity o f our voice.

I f  our ab ility  to engage the 
unchurched in spiritual conversa­
tion hinges on our voice, what 
might be some practical ways in 
which to improve our voice? We 
need to sound like a shepherd 
rather than a stranger. Engel and 
Norton, in their book What’s Gone 
Wrong with the Harvest? write:
“The responsibility o f the Chris­
tian communicator is to approach 
people where they are in terms of 
th e ir  sp iritua l position  and, 
through an appropriate combination of message and me­
dia, to cause them to progress on their decision process 
toward initial commitment and subsequent growth.”1

Evangelistic Presence

If  w e’re going to be able to project our voice as a 
shepherd, then position will play an important role 

as we call out to the unchurched. If you and I are go­
ing to approach people where they are in terms o f 
their spiritual position, then we must maintain a spiri­
tual presence. To be heard, we must first be seen. This 
is language our culture recognizes. In our times, just 
about every stranger you meet harbors a hunger for re­
lationship. When God the Father wanted to save the

world, how did He do it? He didn’t shout it. He didn’t 
send a fax or merely post a note. He sent His Son. In 
John 1:14, w e’re reminded that “the Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (n iv ) . This 
word flesh  is paramount to this passage. It implies 
presence and position . The Word d id n ’t becom e 
words; He became flesh because it was a voice with 
which the culture could identify.

The way we communicate our love for God is near­
ly as important as what we communicate. Lee Strobel, 
in his book Inside the Mind o f  Unchurched Harry and 
Mary, writes: “They [the sheep] don’t need merely to 
be told that Christianity is the adventure of a lifetime; 
they need to see that reality played out in your life.” 
Strobel adds, “Because if you’re living a boring, luke­
warm Christian life of drudgery and rule-keeping, you 

may be doing more damage to 
your friend . . . you’re sending a 
m essage that C hristian ity  is a 
stiff, uptight, inflexible way of 
life, colorless and unbending and 
it was certainly not intended to be 
th a t .”2 Those w ith  w hom  we 
share “the pen” must see us liv­
ing a life o f active reliance on 
God. They are not going to be 
captivated by a freeze-dried faith 
but rather one in which our faith 
flexes with the times as well as in 
our circumstances.

There is no way we can really be effective in com­
munication and remain uninvolved with people. “We 
will not always proclaim the gospel. Sometimes in or­
der to be heard, we must first be seen. We must be the 
gospel!”3 Presence is a key voice in effective evange­
lism.

Presenting the Gospel

Yet, sooner or later, presence will call for proclama­
tion. As we consider verbalizing our faith, we must 

remember two important factors: our attitude must be 
“the same as that o f Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, 
n i v ) ,  and we must jettison the jargon.

When we begin to talk about Jesus, why do we of­

J ust about every

STRANGER YOU MEET 
HARBORS A HUNGER 
FOR RELATIONSHIP.
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ten take on a compulsory demanding tone? Why do 
we take a defensive posture? We may do so because of 
the manner in which we view the lost. Often the un­
saved are viewed as enemies rather than victims o f the 
enemy. It would do us well to remember that Jesus 
was called “a friend o f sinners.” Unchurched people 
respond best when we talk to them as friends and 
peers, sharing with honesty and sincerity. When our 
proclamation begins to take on interrogation and a po­
sition of defense, we fail to recognize the role of the 
Holy Spirit, whose primary responsibility is to per­
suade. Our responsibility is to take a good look at Je­
sus and tell others what we see. The unchurched are 
not so much interested in truth as they are interested in 
the experiences o f the Christian that help these ab­
solutes breathe. Remember, w e’re not out to win an 
argument but to win a person.

We must also be cautious to jettison the jargon. One 
has said, “Christianese, I speak it like a native”— and 
we do. As Christians, we are purposely schooled in 
theological concepts and thoughts. To abandon these 
would be heretical, yet to keep their meaning veiled 
from the unchurched is damnable. People are lost to­
day because some Christians sound like they are from 
another planet. We need to be continually developing 
fresh and relevant ways to express our faith.

Words like grace, salvation, sanctification, born 
again, and phrases like I  invited Jesus into my heart 
must be utilized in a user-friendly format. The phrase 
I invited Jesus into my heart may go a long way for 
us, yet to the unchurched that sounds pretty mystical. 
To say “Christ became a part o f my personal life” 
brings the experience of salvation into a more recog­
nizable light— it’s a voice the unchurched can compre­
hend and one that helps us begin to take the posture of 
a shepherd rather than a stranger. The message hasn’t 
changed, just the manner in which it’s packaged. Not 
watered down but translated, and there’s a big differ­
ence.

R em em ber , w e ’re not 
OUT TO WIN AN ARGUMENT 

BUT TO WIN A PERSON.

Yet many Christians cringe when this translation 
occurs. “An idolatry of words has grown up in evan­
gelism. There are many people who, if they fail to 
hear the repetition o f phrases and words with which 
they are familiar, make the sometimes absurd claim

that the Gospel is not being preached.”4 Christian ja r­
gon at best hinders communication and at worst turns 
off the unchurched. If you can’t avoid it, be courteous 
and clarify your terminology.

Make Response Easy

For some time, even while using the right language, 
our conversation may appear to be one-sided. Re­

cently a young lady in the church I attend who had 
given herself to this level o f dedication to the lost

Don Pluff

found herself discouraged because her friend with 
whom she was building a bridge didn’t appear to be 
talking back. Tammy had been practicing both pres­
ence and proclamation. She had positioned herself as a 
shepherd, but her sheep, a w om an nam ed G reta, 
wasn’t bleating. Tammy wondered if she had worked 
in vain. Then Greta lost her mother to cancer. Tammy 
kept on shepherding. One day she got this note: 
“Words cannot express my appreciation for the care 
and concern that you have shown . . .  I’m not sure 
how I would have gotten along this far without you 
. . . I know I’ll get through it and I know you’ll be 
there [em phasis  m ine] to help . Y our re lig io u s  
strengths have also only helped. Maybe one day I’ll be 
as strong. Don’t give up on me.”

Why is this friend finally talking back? Because 
Tammy was utilizing a voice with which her friend 
was familiar. Establishing a spiritual presence and 
contextualizing the message in a manner in which her 
friend can relate has gotten her ta lk ing and now 
searching after the same Source o f power from which 
Tammy derives her strength.

Each one of us can experience this kind of return on 
our investment by taking the position o f a shepherd 
rather than that o f a stranger. “His sheep follow him 
because they know his voice” (John 10:4, n i v ) .

Reference Notes
1. James F. Engel and H. Wilbert Norton, What’s Gone Wrong with the Harvest? (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1975), 46-47.
2. Lee Strobel, Inside the Mind o f Unchurched Harry and Mary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1993), 126.
3. Alan Walker, The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. (Nashville: Abingdon, 1947), 59.
4. Charles Colson, Discipleship Journal 72, Nov./Dec.
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C reative B roodingT H E  Q U E S T IO N  
B O X

C O N D U C T E D  BY W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y , 
E d ito r

• Is M oth er’s Day a 
Christian holiday?

.A .*  No . . . and yes. Those 
who say no point out that it is a 
civil holiday in some countries 
such as the U.S., England, and 
Mexico. But certainly it is not 
part of the universal Christian 
calendar like Christmas, Lent, 
Easter, and Pentecost. Some con­
nect it with ancient fertility rites.

Those who have a higher re­
gard for Mother’s Day point out 
that it has some roots in Chris­
tianity. In 17th-century England, 
“Mothering Sunday” was cele­
brated on the fourth Sunday of 
Lent. Servants (who often lived 
in their employers’ manor hous­
es) and other employees were 
given the day off and encour­
aged to spend it at home. The 
“M othering C ake” became a 
part of the celebration. Later, 
Mothering Sunday came to hon­
or the “Mother Church.”

In America, Julia Ward Howe 
tried to establish Mother’s Day 
in 1872 as a day to pray for 
peace. In 1907, Anna Jarvis 
honored May 9 (the date of her 
m other’s death) as M other’s 
Day in her church in Crafton, 
West Virginia. Soon M other’s 
Day celebrations showed up in 
Philadelphia churches. In 1913, 
Congress passed a resolution to 
make M other’s Day a national 
holiday. In 1914, President Wil­
son proclaimed it a national hol­
iday.

Thus M other’s day is not a 
Christian holiday per se. But 
honoring Christian mothers is 
certa in ly  not an unchristian  
thing to do— as the fifth com­
m andm ent (Exodus 20:12) 
should show us.

Crossing the Line
DEAN NELSON

Dean Nelson teaches journalism at Point 
Loma Nazarene College.

W o r d  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  g o t t e n  o u t  

to the village. We were in central Chi­
na and had spent the day distributing 
boxes of medicine and supplies to 
hospitals for Heart to Heart Interna­
tional.

Each place we went had huge 
crowds made up of 
mostly curious people 
from the town we were 
visiting. And after we 
finished greeting the 
medical staff and un­
loading the trucks, we 
mingled with the 
crowd, greeted them, 
gave them small gifts, 
and communicated as 
best we could.

Maybe it was taking 
too much time, or 
maybe our govern­
ment escorts didn’t want us interact­
ing with anyone other than the med­
ical personnel. Or maybe this last 
village we were to visit that day had a 
reputation for being rowdy.

When we pulled up in front of the 
clinic, the crowd stood off at a dis­
tance, not daring to cross in front of 
the few government officials who had 
arrived before us. There were hun­
dreds of people—kids, parents, elder­
ly—all crowded and noisy and curi­
ous but behind an invisible line.

The government escorts didn’t look 
mean. They didn’t have guns or any 
other visible weapons. They wore

suits. Still, it was clear they had au­
thority, and no one considered chal­
lenging it. No one lifted a hand or 
raised a voice.

But nobody said we couldn’t go to 
them. So we did. The first one across 
the line was J. V. Morsch, retired dis­
trict superintendent from Florida. You 
can take the man out of evangelism, 
but you can’t take the evangelist out 
of the man. Several of us were right 
behind him. We didn’t hand out life- 
sustaining medicine—that went to the 
clinic. These were just simple gifts— 
candy, toys, pencils, and paper. You 
would have thought we were handing 
out cash.

It reminded me of what Joseph 
Wambaugh wrote in Lines and Shad­
ows, a book about life along the border 
that separates Tijuana and San Diego, 
a developing country and an economic 

power. He said that the 
line is really an imagi­
nary one. An army 
drew it in the sand 
more than 100 years 
ago. And if it so hap­
pens that you are bom 
on one side of the line, 
your life will be drasti­
cally different from 
those who happen to 
be born on the other 
side of the line. A lot 
depends on which side 
of the line you’re on.

Most of the lines that separate us 
were invented by someone, don’t you 
think? Not oceans, of course. But cul­
ture, politics, religion, social class, 
and race all have their root in keeping 
certain people away from each other.

What I experienced in China was 
what Paul describes in Galatians 3 
and Ephesians 2. Christ has made 
those lines irrelevant. It’s a good thing 
to cross them. Look closely and you’ll 
see that they aren’t even there.
Dean N elson’s new  book (written with 
Gary Morsch) Heart and Soul: Awakening 
Your Passion to Serve (083-411-6812, 
$11.99) is now available from NPH.

The crowd stood 
off at a distance, 

not daring to 
cross in front of 
the government 

officials.
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Evangelists’ S lates

ADAMS, JERRY-THE JERRY ADAMS FAMILY:
Crawfordsville, IN, Concert, Aug. 3*; Brazil, IN, 
Concert, 9"; Bedford, IN, Concert, 10*; Quincy, 
Ml, Concert, 16*; Tecumseh, Ml, Concert, 17; 
Lamont, IL, Concert, 24*; Madison, IN (First), 
Concert, Sept, 7; Indianapolis, IN, Concert, 14*; 
Whiting, IN (Robertsdale), Concert, 21; Avon, IN, 
Concert, 28*

©ARMSTRONG, LEON AND LINDA-THE ARM­
STRONGS; Buckingham, VA, Virginia District 
Family Camp, Aug. 4-10; Greensboro, NC, Vaca­
tion Bible School, 11-17*; Roanoke, VA (First), 
Vacation Bible School, 18-24; Meadville, PA, 
Sept. 9-14; Orbisonia, PA, 16-21; Hudgins, VA 
(Gwynn's Island), 23-28; Mannington, WV, 30— 
Oct. 5

BAKER, RICHARD C.: Man, WV, Sept. 3-7; Logans- 
port, IN (First), 10-14; Lebanon. IN (First), 17-21; 
Chesterhill, OH, 30—Oct. 5 

BAPTISTE, MATHIEU-JEAN: West Palm Beach, FL, 
Aug. 10-17*

BENDER, T IM -TH E TIM BENDER FAMILY: Wash­
ington Court House, OH, Aug. 4-10*; Morristown, 
TN, Sept. 23-28; Tullahoma, TN (Westside),
29—Oct. 5

©BOND, GARY AND BETH: Louisville, OH, Akron 
District Camp Meeting, Aug. 3-10 

BROWN, ROGER N.: Waynesville, OH, Aug. 11-17* 
BURKHALTER, PAT AND DONNA: Vici, OK, Aug. 

4-10*; Waterloo, IA, 13-17; Marksville, LA, 20-24; 
Monroe, LA (First), N.E. Louisiana Holiness 
Camp Meeting, 27-31; Cove, AR (Pleasant 
Grove), Sept. 3-7; Beatrice, NE, 10-14; Owens­
boro, KY (First), 17-21; Muskogee, OK (First), 
24-28

©CANEN, DAVID: Hortense, GA, Aug. 7-17*; An­
dalusia, AL, 25-31*; Dalton, GA (First), Sept. 7- 
11; Brunswick, GA, 14-18*; Fort Oglethorpe, GA 
(Battlefield Parkway), 21-24; Tullahoma, TN 
(Westside), 25—Oct. 5 

CLAY, D. E.: Polk, OH (Rowsburg), Sept. 17-21;
Clinton, OH, 24-28 

COVINGTON, NATHAN: Fort Smith, AR (First), Zone 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 13-17; Grove, OK (First),
20-24; Waterloo, IA, 27-31; Britt, IA (Zion), Sept.
3-7; Knoxville, IA, 10-14; San Antonio, TX (Com­
munity), 17-21; Birmingham, AL (Forestdale), 24- 
28

CRABTREE, J. C.: Camby, IN (Indianapolis District 
Camp), Aug. 8-10; Harrisburg, PA (Bethany), 
Sept. 17-21; Bedford, IN (Valley Mission), 24-28 

DAISEY, GLENN—DAISEY PATCH PUPPETS AND 
FRIENDS: Trenton, NJ, July 30—Aug. 3; Bridge- 
don, NJ, 3-P*; Laurel Springs, NJ, 14*; Birds- 
boro, PA, 26-28 

DELL, JIMMY: Page, AZ (Lake Powell), Aug. 23-27; 
Phoenix, AZ (First), Sept. 6-10; Bethany, OK 
(Williams Memorial), 13-17; Riverside, CA (Ar­
lington Avenue), 20-24; Ponca City, OK (St. 
Luke’s), 27—Oct. 1 

©DENNISON, MARVIN: Obetz, OH, Central Ohio 
District Boys’ and Girls’ Camp, Aug. 4-7; Obetz, 
OH, Central Ohio District Family Crusade, 9-10; 
Lisbon, OH, Family Crusade, 12-17; Newton, IA 
(New Life Community), Family Crusade, 19-24; 
Cedar Rapids, IA (First), Family Crusade, 26-31; 
Overland Park, KS (Antioch), Family Crusade, 
Sept. 2-7; Clarion, IA, 9-14; Fairfield, IA, 16-21; 
Hutchinson, KS (Westside), 23-28; Cleveland, 
OK, Family Crusade, 30-O ct. 5 

DUNN, DON: Fredericktown, OH, Sept. 16-21 
ERICKSON, DAVID AND CAROL-TRI-LOVE MIN­

ISTRIES: Goose Creek, SC (Charleston Cal­
vary), Aug. 27-31; New Castle, IN (First), Sept.

3-7; Jacksonville, FL (Oak Hill), 17-21; St. Au­
gustine, FL (First), 24-28

©FADER, WES AND MARY: Portsmouth, Rl, Aug. 
1-10*; O'Leary, P.E.I., Sept. 7-14; Summerside, 
P.E.I., 21-25

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Birdsboro, PA, Aug.
4-10*; Culloden, WV, 11-17*; De Ridder, LA, 
Sept. 7-10; Lewisburg, PA (Crossroads), 14-17; 
Parkersburg, WV (First), 18-21; Williamsport, PA, 
24-28*; Hanover, PA 30—Oct. 5

GOSS, MIKKI, AND JOANN VINEYARD-M  & J 
EVANGELISM TEAM:

Auburn, IL, Children’s Crusade, Aug. 11-17 
©HAINES, GARY: Clovis, NM, New Mexico District 

Family Camp, Aug. 4-10; Macomb, Ml (Bethel),
23-27; Gagetown, Ml, Sept. 6-10; Grand Rapids, 
Ml (First), 11-14; Wichita, KS (Linwood), 20-24; 
Sylvia, KS (Pleasant Hill), 25-28

HANCOCK, TIM: Frazer, PA, Philadelphia District 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 9-17; Jackson Center, OH,
24-27; Glen Bumie, MD (Marley Park), Sept. 7- 
10; Elkins, WV, 13-17; Sidney, OH, 20-24; 
Kankakee, IL (First), 28—Oct. 1

HARRINGTON, MILTON: Fallon, NV, Pulpit Supply, 
Aug. 10-17; Atwater, CA, Pulpit Supply, 24-31 

HAY, JOHN F.: Lexington, KY (Lafayette), Sunday 
School and Holiness Convention, Sept. 5-7; Lau­
rel, IN, 17-21; Connersville, IN (First), 24-28 

HAYES, ALVIN B.: Madison, Wl, Wisconsin District 
Camp Meeting, Aug. 13-17; Skiatook, OK, 28— 
Oct. 1

HICKS, JOHN DAVID: Fresno, CA (Calvary), Sept.
14-17; Roseburg, OR, 21-24 

IRWIN, ED AND REBECCA: Circleville, OH, Aug. 9- 
17*

JUNEMAN, JOHN AND TRINA: Clarksburg, MD, 
Aug. 2-10*; Duncan, OK (Oak Avenue), 24-28; 
Grand Rapids, MN, Sept 7-10; Lancaster, OH,
14-17*; Uhrichsville, OH, 21-24; Bluefield, WV 
(First), 25-28

LAXSON, WALLY AND GINGER: Hendersonville, 
NC, Aug. 6-10; Summersville, WV, West Virginia 
South District Camp, 11-17; New Philadelphia, 
OH, Sept. 7-10; Gallipolis, OH, 10-14; Ken­
newick, WA, 17-21; Seymour, IN, 24-28 

©LECKRONE, LARRY AND TAMLA: Ossian, IN, 
Sept. 3-7; Fort Wayne, IN (First), 10-14; Shel- 
byville, IN (First), 23-28 

LEE, BRAD AND LORI: Oskaloosa, IA, Iowa District 
Lay Retreat, Sept. 5-7; Ames, IA, Concert, 7-P; 
McLouth, KS, Concert, 14-A; Stillwell, KS (Blue 
Valley), Concert, 14-P; Columbia, MO (First), 25- 
28

LEWIS, JOHN-W HITE DOVE MINISTRIES: Fort 
Worth, TX (River Oaks), Concert, Aug. 3-A; Fort 
Worth, TX (Northside), Concert, 3-P; Bethany, 
OK (Lake Overholser), Concert, 10-A; Yukon, 
OK, Concert, 10-P; Alvin, TX, Concert, 24-A; 
Conroe, TX, 27-31; Glenwood, AR (First), Sept. 
7-10; Denison, TX (First), 14-17; Pittsburg, TX, 
21-24; Wichita, KS (Eastridge), 28—Oct.1 

LIDDELL, P. L.: Columbus, OH (Cooke Road), Sept.
23-28; Saint Bernice, IN, 30—Oct. 5 

LOTHENORE, BOB W.: Odessa, TX (First), Sept.
13-17; Wichita Falls, TX (University Park), 20-22; 
Stinesville, IN, 24-28 

©MANLEY, STEPHEN-CROSS STYLE PROCLA­
MATION: Jerry City, OH, Aug. 14-24*; Ames, IA, 
Iowa District Lay Retreat, Sept. 5-7; Flint, Ml 
(West), 10-14; Flint, Ml (Central), 17-21; Crown 
Point, IN (South Lake), 24-28 

MITCHELL, MARCIA L.: Walla Walla, WA, Aug. 3*; 
Walla Walla, WA (First), Pulpit Supply, 24; Walla 
Walla, WA, Sept. 7*; Lincoln City, OR, 14*

MONCK, JIM: Kailua Kona, HI (Kona), Sept. 7-10; 
Keaau, HI (Paradise Park), 11-14; Waianae, HI 
(Maili English), 17-21; Bentonville, AR, 28—Oct.
1

MORGAN, EARL AND NORMA: Odon, IN, Faith 
Promise, Aug. 2-3; Havanna, IL, Faith Promise,
15-17; Goodrich, Ml (Christ Community), Faith 
Prom ise, 23-24; G rafton, WV (B lueville ), 
Faith Promise, Sept. 11; Kingwood, WV, Faith 
Promise, 13-14; W eirton, WV (F irst), Faith 
Promise, 14-P; Moundsville, WV, Faith Promise, 
16; Wheeling, WV (Mar-Win), Faith Promise, 17; 
Belle, WV, Faith Promise, 20-21 

OYLER, CALVIN AND VIRGINIA: Carthage, MO, 
Joplin District Camp Meeting, Aug. 1-3; Excelsior 
Springs, MO, Sept. 24-28 

PALMER, MIKE: Bellingham, WV, Aug. 1-10*; 
Mooresville, IN, 24-27; Knoxville, TN (First), 
Sept. 7-10; Malden, MO (First), 14-17; Marion, 
IN, 21-24*; Marion, IN (First), 28 -O ct. 1 

PARKS, TOM AND BECKY: Bedford, IN (Davis 
Memorial), Concert, Aug. 3-A; Nebo, IL, 5-10*; 
Alvin, TX, 17-20; Waco, TX (First), 24-27; Hook­
er, OK, 31—Sept. 3; Aledo, IL, 7-10; Granite 
City, IL (First), 14-17; New Lenox, IL, 21-24; Oak 
Lawn, IL (Chicago First), 28 -O ct. 1 

©PERDUE, NELSON S.: Louisville, OH (Akron Dis­
trict Camp), Aug. 3-10; Carey, OH (Ridge Chapel),
20-24; Pelham, TN (Chapman’s Chapel), 27-31; 
Lenoir City, TN, Sept. 3-7; Warner Robins, GA 
(First), 10-14; Danville, IL (First), 17-21; Colorado 
Springs, CO (Eastborough), 24-28

RICKEY, HOWARD L.: Charleston, WV (Davis 
Creek), Sept. 10-14; Milford, DE, 21-24; Spring- 
Held, OH (Trinity), 28—Oct. 1 

©RO SE, WAYNE: Clinton, IL (First), Aug. 17-20; 
Lebanon, MO, Sept. 2-7; Pana, IL (First), 16-21; 
Wister, OK, 23-28 

SCHOENER, MALCOLM-HEART AND HOPE MIN­
ISTRY: East Millinocket, ME, Sept. 7-10; North 
Haverhill, NH (Trinity), 14-17; Philipsburg, PA,
21-25; Charleston, WV (First), 28—Oct. 2 

SHERWOOD, scon AND SHERRY: Mount Erie,
IL, Vacation Bible School, Aug. 4-10; Council 
Bluffs, IA (Emanuel), Vacation Bible School, 11-

17; Chariton, IA, Vacation Bible School, 18-24; 
Overland Park, KS, Kansas City District Travel­
ing Children's Crusade, 25-30; Ava, MO (High­
way), Sept. 3-7; Warrensburg, MO, 10-14; Ben­
ton, IL (First), 17-21; Havana, IL, 2 8-O ct. 2

©SMITH, DUANE: Swanton, OH, Aug. 20-24; Pio­
neer, OH, 27-31; Erlanger, KY, Sept. 17-21; 
Highland, IN, 24-28

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Senatobia, MS (N.O. Neighbors 
Memorial), Sept. 3-7; Port Arthur, TX (First), IQ- 
14; Lawton, OK (Heights), 16-21; Charleston, 
MO, 23-28

STONE, WILLIAM S. (BILL): Andalusia, Alabama, 
Aug. 25-31*

TAYLOR, ROBERT: Summersville, WV, West Vir­
ginia South District Camp, Aug. 10-17; Jersey 
City, OH, 19-24*; Lexington, AL (Mary’s Chapel), 
31—Sept. 3; New Philadelphia, OH, 7-10; Lynn, 
IN, 14-17; Fort Worth, TX (Northside), 21-24; 
Lombard, IL, 28—Oct. 1

ULMET, BILL: Hillsborough, NC (New Hope), Aug.
14-17; Burlington, NC (First), 24-27; Clearwater, 
SC (M idland Valley F irst), 31; Crowley, LA 
(First), Sept. 3-7; Mena, AR, 14-17; Holt, Ml, 24- 
28

VECCHI, PETE: New Lebanon, OH, Pulpit Supply, 
Aug. 3; Trenton, OH (Hamilton Williamsdale), 
Sept. 17-21

©WELLS, LINARD: Taylorville, IL (First), Aug. 19- 
24; Lawton, OK (First), Sept. 2-7; Cleburne, TX, 
9-14; New Albany, IN (First), 16-21; Columbus, 
IN (First), 23-28; Kansas City, KS (Metropolitan),
30—Oct. 5

WOMACK, PAUL W .-P  AND S MINISTRIES: Drex- 
el, MO, Zone Tent Revival, Aug. 24-28; Jack­
sonville, TX, Sept. 7-10; Chrisman, IL, 14-17; 
Greenville, TX (Peniel), 21-24; Decatur, IL (Park­
way), 2 8 -O ct. 1

YINGLING, KENNETH B: Swayzee, IN, Sept. 14-16; 
Muncie, IN (Emmanuel), 21-24

©Tenured Evangelist is recognized by the church as a
lifetime assignment. See Manual 407.3.

"Denotes Non-Nazarene Church.
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
REV. LEROY B AU M , 79, p as to r o f m any 

years , R e dd ing , C a lif., Feb. 20. S u rv ivo rs : 
w ife , M a ry  A nne ; s o n , Lau ren ; d a u g h te rs , 
M a ry E lizabeth S ilva , Laure lie  U m phenour; 
10 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 2 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n .

R E V. J A M E S  R. B E L L , 8 3 , B e th a n y , 
O kla ., A p r. 25 . Rev. B e ll’s 
m in is t r y  sp a n n e d  o v e r 59  
y e a rs , in c lu d in g  15  y e a rs  
in e vange lism . He pas to red  
c h u r c h e s  in  O k la h o m a , 
T e x a s , K e n tu c k y ,  M a r y ­
land , C o n n e c tic u t, M a ssa ­

c h u s e t ts ,  a n d  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  B e ll h ad  
s e rv e d  a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  
T rus tees  a t B ethany Nazarene College and 
Eastern  Nazarene College.

He w as p receded  in dea th  by h is  w ife , 
Jean  B ell, in  1 99 3 . He is  s u rv iv e d  b y  h is  
w ife , Ju d y ; sons , Jam es, Keith; d augh te rs , 
S usan  Luc ky , K athy H a rr is ; s tep d au g h te r, 
K o n n ie  N antze ; 10  g ra n d c h ild re n ; a nd  3 
g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n .

R E V . J A M E S  R. B E S S , 6 7 , W in f ie ld ,  
W .V a ., N o v . 4 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  N a o m i; 
so n s , Ja m e s , K en n e th , K e ith ; d a u g h te rs , 
Peggy, Paula, P enny; m o th e r, Jess ie ; s is ­
te r ,  P a ts y ; 1 0  g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  5  g r e a t ­
g ra n d ch ild re n .

L IL L IE  CATANESE CELA, 93 , O klahom a  
C ity , O kla., A p r. 24 . S u rv iv o rs : sons , Frank 
a n d  P e te r  C a ta n e s e ; d a u g h te rs ,  M a rth a  
F isher, Esther Lentz.

M A R Y  A L L E Y N E  C O O K , 8 2 , G u th r ie ,  
Okla., M ar. 9. S u rv ivo rs : son , Bob; d au g h ­
te r, M ade lyn  W illia m s ; s is te r, M a rie  T h o rn ; 
tw o  g ra n d d a u g h te r s ;  tw o  g re a t - g r a n d ­
dau g h te rs .

REV. CU R TIS  C. COOLIDGE, 81, evange ­
lis t,  S haw nee, K ans., M a y  15 . S u rv iv o rs ; 
w ife , A da ; s o n s , C a lv in , P au l; d a u g h te rs , 
E le a n o r  D is h a w , R u th  M a s d e n ; s is t e r ,  
G ra c e  C o o k ; b r o t h e r s ,  J o h n ,  G e o rg e , 
C a lv in , E dw a rd , Rev. A rdee ; e ig h t g ra n d ­
ch ild re n ; one g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

M IL D R E D  LO R R A IN E  C R A W FO R D , 69, 
B u tle r, N .J ., A p r. 30. S u rv iv o rs : h usband , 
Rev. T o m ; d a u g h te rs , Fa ith  P arke r, H ope 
S ch eue rm ann , J o y  M e tca lfe ; s ix  g ra n d c h il­
dren .

REV. R U S S E LL  E D W IN  D A W SO N  SR., 
7 2 , W arre n , Ind ., M a r. 27. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
M a ria n ; sons , R u sse ll J r ., R o be rt; d a u g h ­
te r, M a ry  Sue D o ck te r; b ro the rs , R aym ond, 
A lv in ; s is te r ,  C h r is t in e  M c C la tc h e y ; n ine  
g ra n d c h ild re n ; one g re a t-g ra n d ch ild .

ELLA GOOD, 77, Ephrata , Pa., M ar. 24. 
S u r v iv o r s :  h u s b a n d , R h in e ; s o n , P a u l; 
d a u g h te rs , L o re tta  S to rm , M a ria n  P eters, 
J o y c e  W o r ro l l ,  B re n d a  S ta u f fe r ;  s is te rs , 
L o rn a  H a lle r, E s th e r C arte r; 10  g ra n d c h il­
d ren ; 7 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 1 g re a t-g rea t- 
g ra n d ch ild .

L O U E L L A  FAY H A R D Y , 9 1 , P o r t la n d , 
O reg ., M ar. 30 . S u rv ivo rs : dau g h te r, Bethel 
K eeton; s is te r, Bethel G allow ay; five  g ra n d ­
c h ild re n ; e ig h t g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; o ne  
g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d c h ild .

S ID N E Y  L. HO CKETT SR ., 7 0 , W illc o x , 
A riz ., M a r. 27. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , M a ry ; sons, 
S id n e y  J r., R udy; d au g h te rs , Lyd ia  M adara, 
Gayla K e tch um ; 11 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 1 g re a t- 
g ra n d so n .

FLOYD VERNON HODGES, 76, New  Y ork  
D is t r ic t  t re a s u re r  fo r  12  y e a rs , C o lo ra d o  
S p rin gs , C o lo ., M ay 17. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , A l­
ice ; son , R ona ld ; d a u g h te r, V ick i M cC u lly ; 
b ro th e r, W illa rd ; tw o  g ra n d ch ild re n .

M AR G AR ET B. LAW LO R , 95, San D iego, 
C alif., A pr. 18. M rs . L a w lo r w as th e  w ife  o f 
th e  la te  G en e ra l S u p e r in te n d e n t E dw a rd

L aw lo r, w h o  p receded her 
in  d e a th  in  1 9 8 7 . S u r ­
v iv o r s :  d a u g h te rs ,  M a r ­
g a re t K oc h , S h e ila  H o lly ; 
seven g ra n d c h ild re n ; se v­
en g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n . 

R E V . J A M E S  W  L IV ­
INGSTON, 79, p as to r o f m any years in  O k­
laho m a  and A rkansas, Law ton , Okla., Apr. 
1 9 . S u r v iv o r s :  w i fe ,  L o u ; s o n , D a v id ; 
d au g h te r, L inda  W ils o n ; one  b ro th e r; one 
s is t e r ;  th re e  g ra n d c h ild r e n ;  tw o  g re a t­
g ra n d ch ild re n .

LO U IS  0 .  M c M A H O N , 7 7 , p a s to r  and  
fo rm e r  e m p lo ye e  o f O liv e t N azarene U n i­
v e rs ity  and S ou th e rn  Nazarene U n ive rs ity , 
B e tha n y , O kla ., M a y  19 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
R a c h e l; s o n , D a v id ; d a u g h te r ,  C a ro ly n  
S n o w b a rg e r ;  s is te r ,  R u th  B e n n e tt; f iv e  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

BEU LAH  M IL L E R , 8 2 , S u p e r io r , N ebr., 
M a r. 2 5 . S u rv iv o rs : s o n , D a rre ll; d a u g h ­
te rs ,  B a rb a ra  J e n s e n , S h ir le y  S h u r ig a r ;  
n ine  g ra n d ch ild re n .

RUTH E. M ILLE R , 86 , song  eva ng e lis t o f 
m o re  th a n  3 0  years , B ra d e n ton , Fla., A pr. 
12. S u rv iv o rs : h us ba n d , H enry; d a u g h te r, 
M a ry  A lice  S aunders; b ro the rs , W a lte r and 
R o be rt S ha ffe r; one  g randson .

A LE T H A  PITTEN G ER  Q U IR IN G , C h ico , 
C a lif., A p r. 20 . M rs . Q uir- 
ing  w o rk ed  fo r  37  yea rs  at 
th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  N a za ­
rene h eadqua rte rs  as a p r i­
va te  se c re ta ry  in th e  S un ­
d a y  S c h o o l and  C h ris tia n  
L ife  D e p a r tm e n t. S u rv iv ­

o rs : h u s b a n d , L e o n a rd ; b ro th e r, H e rm an  
P ittenge r; s is te r, E llen Penn.

PEARL S ILLS , 98 , K iss im m ee , Fla., M ar. 
3 0 . S u r v iv o r s :  s o n s , R o b e r t ,  C h a r le s ; 
d a u g h te r, R u th a nn a ; 8 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 19 
g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 5  g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d - 
ch ild re n .

A L V IN  “ B U D D Y ” S N O D G R A S S , 7 6 , 
C h a rlo tte , N .C ., M a r. 29 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
R u th ; s o n s , A lv in  J r .,  K e n n e th , W illia m ; 
d a u g h te r, P h illis  J o h n s o n ; s is te rs , M a rg ie  
N e e le y , J u n e  P o r te r ; s ix  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
fo u r  g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; fo u r  s te p g ra n d - 
c h ild re n .

HELEN I. STRAUSER, 89 , San M a rcos , 
C a lif . ,  O c t. 1 8 . S u r v iv o r s :  s o n , B la in e ; 
d a u g h te r, Jew e l T u rbe v ille ; tw o  g ra n d c h il­
d re n ; s e v e n  g re a t- g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  th re e  
g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n .

JACK L. TH O M PSO N , 50, L ow e ll, M ich . 
S u rv ivo rs : w ife , S haron; so n s , B rian , Kyle; 
m o th e r, Ella; b ro the rs , Jam es, G era ld; s is ­
te r, Joanne.

REV. RAY E. TUCKER, 75 , p as to r o f 35 
y e a rs  in  In d ia n a  a n d  
M ic h ig a n ,  N a p le s , F la ., 
Feb. 17 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , 
A lic e ;  s o n s ,  M ic h a e l,  
M arkae l; d augh te r, C ynth ia  
C a ll; b ro th e r ,  J im ; seven  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

C E C IL  R. W E S T , 7 9 , O k la h o m a  C ity , 
O k la ., Feb. 2 6 . S u rv iv o rs :  s o n , C e c il G.; 
d a u g h te r ,  N ita ; s is te rs ,  E u g e n ia  S ta h ly , 
Sarah Estes, Ju a n ita  W a ld rep ; g re a t-g ra n d ­
son , R obert.

CHARLES E. W EST, 75, O klahom a City, 
O k la . , M a r. 2 . S u r v iv o r s ;  w ife ,  G la d y s ; 
s o n s ,  C h a r le s , J e r r y ;  s is t e r s ,  E u g e n ia  
S ta h ly , S arah Estes, Ju a n ita  W a ld re p ; s ix  
g ra n d ch ild re n .

G ARY DON W EST, 29 , O k lah o m a  C ity , 
O kla., M ar. 25. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , T iffan i; son, 
R o b e r t ;  fa th e r ,  C e c il G .; m o th e r ,  C a ro l 
R o llings .

F L O Y D  R. W E S T L A K E , 7 6 , K in n e a r ,  
W yo ., A pr. 17. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , B etty; sons, 
Bruce, B ryce; fo u r  g ra n d ch ild re n .

FLOSSIE IRENE W ILH IT E , 79 , H u tc h in ­
son , Kans., Feb. 14. S u rv ivo rs : sons, Gary, 
R obert; b ro the r, Le Roy Fry; s is te rs , Grace 
H ess, G e o rg ia m a e  F ry; seven  g ra n d c h il­
d ren ; seven g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

REV. ROBERT W INEGARDEN, 76, p as to r 
and e v a n g e lis t o f m any yea rs , A ledo , III., 
Feb. 11. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , M ild re d ; son , L ar­
ry; daugh te r, Jan ice  S ho tts .

M A R J O R IE  E V A N G E ­
LINE W ISE, 80, A lham bra , 
C a lif., M ar. 25 . M rs . W ise 
w a s  a m is s io n a ry  fo r  33  
yea rs  in S ou th  A fr ica  and 
S w a z ila n d , s e rv in g  as a 
nurse  and educa tiona l s u ­

p e r v is o r .  S u r v iv o r s :  h u s b a n d ,  J o h n ;  
dau g h te r, S haron  S k illin g ; th ree  g ra n d c h il­
d ren; tw o  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

R E V . E D W A R D  W Y ­
M AN, 82, A lham bra , C alif., 
M ar. 26. Rev. W ym an  was 
a m is s io n a ry  fo r  26  years 
in  P eru  and  B elize . He is 
su rv ived  by h is  w ife , R uth.

Births
to  RANDY and CINDY (SNOW BARG ER) 

AR M STRO NG , Shaw nee, Kans., a boy , D a l­
to n  R andol, M ar. 22.

to  DON a nd  B R E N D A  (V A L E N Z U E L A ) 
FO RTUNE, S ilv e rd a le , W a s h ., tw in  g ir ls ,  
D oren A nd reya  and Cariza M arie , Jan. 6.

to  D A N N Y  a n d  C A T H Y  (B U C H A N A N ) 
R U C K E R , D u b l in ,  O h io , a b o y , A u s t in  
D anie l, Feb. 10.

to  RON and C INDI SCHOENFELDT, M c- 
C om b, M iss ., a boy, A us tin  Kyle, Nov. 20.

to  DON a nd  C IN D Y  (C O L L E Y ) S T E W ­
ART, A u ro ra , C o lo., a boy , A lex Leal, M arch  
30.

to  T IM  and ROXANNE (KREIE) W ILH ITE , 
A u ro ra , C o lo., a boy , M a tth e w  Tyle r, Sept. 
27.

Anniversaries
REV. FRED and RUTH G IBSON, Peoria, 

II I., w i l l  c e le b ra te  th e ir  6 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  
Aug. 25. G ree tings m ay be sen t to  3 6 0 0  N. 
Sandia Dr., P eoria, IL  61604 .

T H U R M A N  a n d  Z E L L A  (A N D E R S O N ) 
K N U L L , M in e o la , T e x ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  
50 th  ann ive rsa ry  June  14.

REV. DEB and SUE LAW S, Salem , Oreg., 
ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  Ju n e  5.

JO H N  B. and  M AR G U E R ITE  N IELSO N , 
W a te rv ille , V t., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 5 th  a n ­
n ive rs a ry  June  25.

H U E a n d  M A R Y  (G A M E R T S F E L D E R ) 
PARK, D ayton, O hio , ce lebra ted  th e ir  50th  
a n n iv e r s a ry  M a y  2 9  w i th  a t r ip  to  th e  
N o rtheast.

C A R L  a n d  N O R M A  JE A N  S N Y D E R , 
O la th e , K a n s ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  a n ­
n iv e rs a ry  J u n e  2. A re c e p t io n  a t Lenexa  
Centra l C hurch  w as g iven  June  1 by th e ir  
tw o  ch ild re n  and s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n .

REV. DELM AR and DOROTHY STALTER, 
Fort W ayne, Ind., ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  an­
n ive rs a ry  June  6. An open house  hos ted  by 
th e ir  fo u r  ch ild re n  w as held June  8 a t the 
Lake Avenue C hurch . The S ta lte rs  have 12 
g ra n d ch ild re n  and 12 g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

Announcements
B ILLIN G S (M O N T.) FIRST CHURCH w ill 

ce lebra te  its  75 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 20 -21 .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and  fr ie n d s  
are inv ited . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 4 06 - 
259 -1 2 5 5  o r  4 06 -2 45 -0 16 4 .

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C., CHURCH w ill ce le ­
bra te  its  50 th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 19-21 w ith  
a F r id a y  e v e n in g  y o u th  r a l ly ,  S a tu rd a y  
m o rn in g  c h i ld r e n ’ s s e r v ic e ,  S a tu rd a y  
eve n in g  barb e cu e  b a n q u e t fo llo w e d  by  a 
g o s p e l c o n c e r t  w ith  M a rk  M u rp h y , and  
S unday m o rn in g  se rv ice  w ith  D is tr ic t S u ­
p e r in te n d e n t M a rk  B arnes sp e a k in g , fo l ­
low ed by d inn e r on the g rounds .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited  to  a ttend  o r  send g ree tings . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o r  to  RSVP fo r  the  ban ­
quet, c o n ta c t P as to r Jay S ho ff, 1900  Fort 
B ra g g  R d., F a y e tte v ille , NC 2 8 3 0 3 , 9 1 0 - 
4 8 3 -3 6 0 5 , o r  C a th ryn  S pence r, 9 1 0 -4 8 8 - 
2196 .

G R A S S  V A L L E Y  (C A L IF .)  F IR S T  
CHURCH w ill ce lebrate  its  60 th  ann ive rsa ry  
S e p t. 7  w ith  a c e le b ra t io n  s e rv ic e  a nd  
p o tlu c k  p icn ic .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited  to  a ttend  o r send g ree tings . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n , ca ll th e  c h u rc h , 9 1 6 - 
2 73 -9 2 1 8 , o r  parsonage, 9 16 -2 72 -0 50 2 .

JO PLIN  (M O .) FIRST CHURCH w ill ce le ­
brate its  75th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 19-21 w ith  
Rev. L. D. H o lm es and Rev. J im  S anders 
speaking.

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
C h arle s  B oyd , P.O. B ox 4 9 3 , W e bb  C ity , 
MO 6 4 8 7 0 ,4 1 7 -6 7 3 -3 4 6 1 .

M A R S H A L L T O W N  ( IO W A )  F IR S T  
CHURCH w ill ce lebrate  its  90 th  ann ive rsa ry  
Sept. 20-21 w ith  a 6  p .m . S aturday fe llo w ­
s h ip  d in n e r  and  10  a .m . S u n d a y  s e rv ic e  
w ith  General S u p e rin ten d en t E m eritu s  Eu­
gene S tow e, fo rm e r Iow a D is tr ic t S up e rin ­
te n d e n t  F o r re s t W h it la tc h ,  a nd  c u r re n t  
Iow a D is tr ic t S up e rin ten d en t Gene P hillip s  
p artic ipa tin g .

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are in v ite d . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t 
P as to r J. L. G arm on, 11 W . S ou th  S t., M a r­
s h a lltow n , IA 5 0158 , 5 1 5 -7 53 -5 12 3 .

REPU B LIC  (M O .)  F IR S T  CH U R C H  w il l  
ce lebra te  its  25 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 20 -21 .

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r Joe A tk in so n , 4 1 7 -7 3 2 -6 1 1 9 .

S N O Q U A L M IE , W A S H ., C H U R C H  w il l  
ce lebrate  its  75th  a nn ive rsa ry  Sept. 7  w ith  
a 1 0 :3 0  a .m . se rv ice  w ith  D is tr ic t S up e rin ­
te n d en t H ugh L. S m ith  speak ing , fo llo w ed  
by a fe llo w s h ip  d in n e r and 2 p .m . d ed ica ­
tio n  service.

F o rm er p as to rs , m e m b e rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ited . For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r R ick Skeen, 4 25 -8 88 -1 97 0 .

V IC TO R VILLE  (C ALIF .) FIRST CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te  its  25 th  ann ive rsa ry  Sept. 21 
w ith  D is tr ic t S up e rin te n d e n t M a u ric e  Hall 
speak ing  in th e  9 :3 0  a .m . service.

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
R ev. R u ss  S tiv e rs o n , 13801  R o de o  D r., 
V ic to rv ille , CA 92392 , 7 60 -2 45 -5 93 0 .

W AR R EN  (O H IO ) F IR ST CHURCH w il l  
c e le b ra te  its  7 5 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  S ep t. 6 -7  
w ith  a S aturday evening  banquet and 10:30  
a .m . and 6  p .m . S unday ce lebra tion  services 
w ith  G en e ra l S u p e r in te n d e n t W il lia m  J. 
P rince speaking.

F o rm er p a s to rs , m e m be rs , and  fr ie n d s  
are inv ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 
P as to r Lynn  N ich o ls , 4 1 7 9  P arkm an  Rd., 
W arren , OH 444 8 1 , 3 30 -8 98 -4 77 1 .
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FOR THE RECORD
Moving Ministers
SH ER R I A D A M S , to  d is t r ic t  a s s ig n m e n t, 

Canada Q uebec D is tr ic t O ffice  
DON R. BAKER, fro m  Lam ar, M o ., to  Noel, 

M o.
JE F F R E Y  T . B A R K E R , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  

Nazarene T h eo log ica l S em inary , to  pas­
to r, Cape E lizabeth, M aine 

JOSEPH E. BELL, fro m  A ncho rage  (A laska) 
F irst, to  C harleston  (W .V a.) Calvary 

DAVID  E. BLACK, fro m  B atesville , A rk ., to  
M o rr il lto n , A rk.

K AR EN  B LA N K E N S H IP , f r o m  a s s o c ia te , 
O s k a lo o s a  ( Io w a )  F irs t, to  a s s o c ia te , 
R ocheste r, N.Y.

M AR K BLANKENSHIP, fro m  associa te , Os­
k a lo o s a  ( Io w a )  F i r s t ,  to  p a s to r ,  
R ocheste r, N.Y.

D IA N A  B R A D S H A W , to  p a s to r , M o n tre a l 
(Q ue.) Grace 

BRENT W . CLAPP, fro m  associa te , Seattle 
(W a s h .) F irs t, to  a s s o c ia te , LaG rande , 
O reg.

DAVID  D. FARLING, fro m  W arsaw , Ind ., to  
D ona lsonv ille  (Ga.) F irst 

T H O M A S  W . G R O S E , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
W a s h in g to n  (III.) S un n y la nd , to  pas to r, 
F a rm ing ton , III.

K. A . (B O B ) H E R D M A N , f r o m  M a d is o n  
H e ig h ts  (V a .)  E m m a n u e l, t o  D a y to n  
(O h io ) K ette ring  

W ALTER E. IRONS III, fro m  N orth  M anches­
te r, Ind., to  associa te , R oyers fo rd , Pa.

T H O M A S  J . JA C O B , f r o m  e v a n g e lis m  to  
pas to r, U tica  (O h io ) H ills ide  

K ERM IT L. K IDDER SR., fro m  Canton (III.)
M aple  H ill, to  DeQueen (A rk .) F irst 

T R O Y  A . K N U D S E N , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  
N azarene B ib le  C o llege , to  p a s to r , San 
M ateo , Ela.

JA M E S  L A N H A M , fr o m  C la r io n , Pa., to  
C o v in g ton  (K y .) Eastside 

LARRY LARUE, to  pas to r, H in to n , W .Va. 
BOB LOTHERNORE, fro m  pas to r, H enrye t- 

ta , Okla., to  evange lism  
KEAL M A R SO N , fro m  R egen t, N .D ak., to  

L aw rencev ille  (III.) Faith 
STANLEY N. M A R TIN , fro m  associa te , F lin t 

(M ic h .) Centra l, to  associa te , In d ianapo ­
lis  ( In d .) W ests ide  

G A R Y  L. M O R G A N , f r o m  A k ro n  (O h io )  
Kenm ore, to  C o lum b iana , O hio  

M E R E D IT H  L. M O S E R , fr o m  a s s o c ia te , 
C inc inna ti (O h io ) C arthage, to  associa te , 
B ro w n s to w n , Ind.

S H IR LEY  NELSO N, fro m  a sso c ia te , P o r t­
land, Ind ., to  associa te , New  L ex ing ton , 
O hio

W IL L IA M  NELSO N, fro m  asso c ia te , P o rt­
la n d , In d ., to  p a s to r , N ew  L e x in g to n , 
O hio

M E LV IN  K. RIG SBY, fro m  a sso c ia te , H a t­
tie sb u rg  (M is s .) F irst, to  pas to r, M adis - 
onv ille , Ky.

DAVE RO BIRDS, fro m  S pence r, W .V a., to  
Inez (K y .) T u rke y  Creek 

K E IT H  A . R O S E B A U M , f r o m  s tu d e n t  to  
pas to r, F resno (C alif.) T r in ity

J IM  S M E D LE Y , f r o m  K ey L a rg o , Ela., to  
L ondon , Ky.

G ARY F. S M IT H , fro m  B ig S p r in g s  (T ex.) 
F irst, to  O ska loosa  ( Io w a ) F irst

K E V IN  B . S T IR R A T T , f r o m  S io u x  C ity  
(S .D ak.) C o m m u n ity , to  W abash , Ind.

AN THONY W IN TE R , fro m  Coal V a lley, III., 
to  Peru, III.

LARRY R. W R IG H T, fro m  S an d w ich , III., to  
d is tr ic t  a ss ig nm e n t, ca m p  a d m in is tra to r , 
M anv ille , III.

ARNOLD C. YOST, fro m  H a w tho rne , Pa., to  
O il C ity, Pa.

Moving Missionaries
B A R K E R , T E R R Y  a n d  D IA N E , f r o m  

N ashville , T enn., to  A us tra lia
BRUNK, KEVIN and JO AN, fro m  A rg e n tin a  

to  the  P h ilip p in e s
CRUZ, PEDRO and  JU S T IT A , f ro m  C osta  

R ica to  L ub b o ck , Tex.
FERNANDEZ, RUBEN a nd  M O N IC A , fro m  

C osta  R ica to  A rg e n tin a
FL E M M IN G , DOUG a nd  A N G IE , f ro m  th e  

P h ilip p in e s  to  F lorence, Colo.
F O S N A U G H , LA N E  a n d  J A N E L L E , fr o m  

Papua New  G uinea to  Fort W ayne, Ind.
G U A N G , A L B E R T O  a n d  L IL L IA M , f r o m  

M e x ico  to  V ic k s b u rg , M ich .
HAINES, JOHN, fro m  S w itze rland  to  M a ri­

etta , Ga.
JACKSON, KEITH and RUTH, fro m  Zam b ia  

to  San D iego, Calif.
KETCHUM , TERRY and KATHIE, fro m  H aiti

to  O lym p ia , W ash.
KR ATZ, ELDON and  LELA , fro m  B raz il to  

O la the, Kans.
L O C K H A R T , A N D Y  a n d  L A U R A , f r o m  

Papua New  G uinea to  N am pa, Idaho  
M cC A R T Y , M IC H A E L  a nd  R A C H EL, fro m  

O sseo, M ic h ., to  Tha iland  
PERRY, RO BERT and  PEGGY, fr o m  A n t i­

och , T enn., to  S ou th  A frica  
R IG G L E , M A R Y L O U , f r o m  U n io n  C ity ,  

O hio , to  Costa  R ica 
SCHROEDER, PETER and  C LA U D IA , fro m  

G erm any to  C osta  R ica 
ST E V E N S O N , H E N R Y  a nd  G R AC E , fro m  

Fa rm in g to n , M ich ., to  Ire land  
S U N B E R G , C H U C K  a n d  C A R L A , f r o m  

Boise, Idaho, to  R ussia  
S W A IN , A L  a n d  A R LE N E , f r o m  P e ru  to  

A sh la n d , O hio

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been rec om m e n d ed  

by th e ir  respec tive  d is tr ic t  s u p e rin te n de n ts : 
BOB LO TH E N O R E, e v a n g e lis t, 511 W . 

D iv is io n , H e n rye tta , OK 7 4 4 3 7 , 9 1 8 -6 5 2 -  
3 5 8 3 , b y  A rk  N o e l, S o u th e a s t O k la h o m a  
D is tr ic t.

W IL L IA M  D A LE  S T IR E S , e v a n g e l is t ,  
1 2 2 1 9  L on d o n  R d „  O rien t, OH 4 3 1 4 6 , 6 14 - 
8 7 7 -0 5 5 4 , b y  R ich a rd  L . J o rd a n , C en tra l 
O hio  D is tr ic t.

Q  Hasn't North America received more than its share of evan­
gelistic efforts? Why not put more thrust into overseas mission  
efforts?

A  Jesus commanded His disciples to be witnesses in 
"Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8, n i v ) .  The Church of the Nazarene has never 
wavered in its emphasis on taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
entire world.
But NewStart recognizes the reality that now more than ever, 
North America is a mission field as well! Consider that North 
America is now a microcosm of the world including all of the 
world's people, languages, and cultures. It is rapidly becoming as 
pluralistic as the world, as culturally diverse a mission field, and 
as needy as any other world area. The North American culture has 
increasingly become secularized with a viewpoint that is often 
anti-Christian.

The Church of the Nazarene 
must take the good news of Jesus Christ to wherever people are 
lost—including America.

For more information on NewStart, call toll-free 
for a COMPLIMENTARY copy of 

Starting  S trong N e w  Churches
1- 888 - 697-8278
(N-W-S-T-A-R-T)
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Buddhists Incite Persecution of Christians
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Buddhists have recently incited the 
Myanmar (form erly Burma) 
against two mostly Christian eth­
nic groups. They recently fo s­
tered a military offensive against 
the Christian Karen population.
In 1994 the B uddhist Karens 
withdrew from the Karen Nation­
al U nion, which was led by 
Christians, and opposed the mili­
tary junta. The Buddhists, unhap­
py over the material and educa­
tional support from Christian  
churches in the West, united with 
the bloodthirsty military govern­
ment and incited the military action. Thousands of Karen 
Christians have fled to Thailand.

Ninety-five percent of the Chin people of Myanmar are 
Christians. The American Baptists started work among

government is trying to force them 
to turn Buddhist. Christians are 
promised that if  they becom e  
Buddhists, they will enjoy Bud­
dhist privileges such as not hav­
ing to endure forced labor or pay 
taxes. Further, as Buddhists, their 
rice ration would be increased.

Chin Christians are devout. 
They hold church services at least 
four times a week. Christianity 
Today reporter Ethan Casey 
quotes a Chin leader, “It [four 
services a week] makes us forget 
our sufferings.”

Myanmar’s population is 46 million. The country boasts 
1 million Buddhist temples. Only 6 percent of the popula­
tion are Christians.

military government of them in 1898. Now the

Philippine

T H E

B I B L E
C O D E

Bible’s Secret Code
A new book by Michael Drosnin, The Bible Code, claims 
that a secret mathematical formula 
for interpreting the Hebrew Bible has 
been discovered. The code predicted 
the Gulf War, Bill Clinton’s election 
in 1992, the assassination o f Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin, and the Okla­
homa City bombing, even naming 
McVeigh. The Code warns of WWIII 
within 10 years.

The secret code was based on the 
mathematical formulas of Israeli mathematician Elliyahu 
Rips, who repudiates much of Drosnin’s book.

Brazilian Moms: Prayer Warriors
Brazil’s teenage gang problem has inspired mothers to 
pray. Gangs, drugs, crime, and occultism escalate the coun­
try’s youth problem. Nearly 600 youth are killed every 
year in Rio alone. Police wage a shooting war with gangs, 
and vigilantes shoot teenagers in execution style.

Anna Maria Periera leads prayer troops 
consisting of 15,000 Christian mothers who 
pray daily for their children. They pray that 
the teens will become m issionaries, not 
gang m em bers. The program is called  
“Wake Up, Deborah,” referring to Deborah 
of the Bible. “No one prays for a son like 
Mom,” says Periera.

S E R V I C E M E M B E R S

y |J  hat an 
f f  Opportunity

October 13-17, 1997, is the 40th 
annual servicemember’s retreat in 
Chiemsee, Germany. If you have a 
family member, friend, or know of 
someone serving in Europe in the 
armed forces or as a civilian, please 
fill out the information and send to 
Chaplain B ill Stagner at the 
address listed below.

Don > let your loved one 
miss a great time while in Europe

Sevicemember's N a m e _______________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Please send to: 
Chaplain Bill Stagner 

469 SVS, Box 1578 
APO AE 09050
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The Readers Write

Vanishing Pulpit
I read with great interest the question about the “vanishing pul­

pit” and your response in the February Herald. I have not used 
the pulpit for preaching for several years (four or five). Over the 
years 1 have had a few questions whether or not it was proper to 
do this in light of the concept of the “sacred desk” or the “sacra­
ment of the preached word” (your phrase). My response was and 
is on two fronts, one practical and one biblical.

Practically, it is evident that people respond more positively to 
my messages when I am more “connected” physically to them. 
There genuinely seems to be a greater level of receptivity.

Second, I find no clear indication that Jesus, Paul, or anyone 
else in the Scriptures used a pulpit or anything else. However, I 
do not advocate a pastor (or anyone else) “ripping out” pulpits 
from our sanctuaries. To do so is to run roughshod over concepts 
and ideals that people hold sacred. At the very least it is rude, 
and at most it is downright sinful. I do not think that tradition 
should become the tail that wags the dog, but neither can we de­
ny the validity of tradition and the way it keeps us connected to 
God and one another. If a church body votes to remove the pul­

■
pit, I guess that’s OK.

Finally, I guess the way 1 feel is that the true symbol for the 
centrality of the Word should be the Word itself. If I would fight 
over the removal of anything, it would be the Bible and not the 
desk that was built to hold it.

J. Geron Rogers 
Cimarron, Kans.

Keep the Pulpit Where It Is
I can’t believe what I read in the Feb. ’97 issue of the Herald 

of Holiness, in “The Question Box”—“When the sanctuary was 
entered the pulpit was gone.” Another church, the cross removed.

Certainly our denomination will not permit the removal of the 
cross. That is certainly sacrilegious.

It frightens me to know some of our so-called brainy preachers 
listen to the voice of people instead of the voice of God.

I couldn’t remain with the Nazarenes if this is practiced.
I am deeply hurt and hope this practice will be abolished im­

mediately.
J. Mildred Oberlander 
Westerville, Ohio

Dr. Don
Thank you so much for the Herald of Holiness; it's a wonder­

ful publication. I read it from cover to cover. The article “Dr. 
Don: Friend and Witness” (Apr. ’97) by Michael Estep was 
heartwarming and touched my heart. I intend to read it in Sunday 
School class so all can see the workings of the Lord. Thank the 
Lord for men like Dr. Owens who never miss an opportunity to 
lead one to Jesus. We really appreciate your Herald.

Wanda Wagoner 
Follansbee. W.Va.

Important 
Information to Note:

Hotel: Nashville Airport Marriott 
600 Marriott Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 

1-800-228-9290 
Fax #615-889-9315

Registration Fee: $129.00 for Pastor 
and D.S. (after September 12, the cost 
is $149); $99 for Associates, Spouses 
and Laymen (after September 12, the 
cost is $129).

The conference objective is to resource churches 100-249  in Sunday 
morning attendance in overcom ing the “2 0 0  barrier,” the m ost 
formidable growth restriction any church ever faces. Both pastors and lay 
people are encouraged to attend.

This year’s presenters are:

Interm ediate 
Church Initiative

National Equipping 
Conference

October 
23-25, 1997

Airport Marriott 
Nashville, TN

Dr. Wayne Schmidt-
pastor of Kentwood Community Wesleyan Church. Dr. Schmidt authored the book Leading When God Is

Moving.

Dr. Carl George-
outstanding church growth consultant and writer of many books including The Coming Church Revolution.

For m ore inform ation call Arliss Fallon at (816) 333-7000  ext. 2464; Fax (403) 3 4 7 -4818  or e-mail afallon@ telusplanet.net
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Holiness and Heaven
In reference to Frank Moore’s excellent article on entire sanc­

tification (Mar. ’97), it is my opinion that he could have been a 
bit more clear on the answer to the question “Do we have to be 
entirely sanctified to get into heaven?” I would have answered 
“yes,” but that if a person has been completely obedient to all the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and has not experienced this relation­
ship with God before death, the Atonement will provide for this 
experience as it surely does for the child who dies before the age 
of accountability.

He is correct in saying “there will be no Christians in hell.” It 
seems that it would be a bit more clear to say that the Atonement 
provides for spiritual need for the person who dies with an up-to- 
date relationship with God rather than to say that the “atonement 
of Christ covers our lack of understanding.”

Just as it is correct that no Christian will be in hell, there will 
be no sin in heaven, and this includes carnality. I am positive that 
the author would not want to imply that a person can go to heav­
en with the carnal nature, but some will read that into his answer.

The H erald  o f  H oliness  is an excellent magazine.
C. Harold Smith 
Nitro, W.Va.

Be More Careful
In a recent article you say, “In Europe the word ‘college’ is of­

ten used to refer to high-school-level studies. Therefore, Mid- 
America became a good candidate for university status.” This is 
utter nonsense.

On the contrary, American college levels—particularly the 
first two years—are regarded as being on the same level as the fi­
nal years of high schools in Europe. U.S. college education is 
generally classified as inferior, with bachelor’s and often mas­
ter’s degrees not adequate to start working on a Ph.D.

Of course this doesn’t say too much besides that Europeans are 
as biased about their educational value as Americans, particularly 
when it comes to business and management studies. I have to 
say, however, that theological education (and that’s the only one 
ENBC is offering) in Europe is on a much higher level than any 
U.S. college that I know of. In German-speaking Europe, for ex­
ample, you cannot even start studying theology without knowl­
edge of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. (This doesn’t mean their edu­
cation is “better,” just different.)

Anyway, try to be a little bit more careful if you compare the 
U.S. situation to the rest of the world. There are lots of things 
that have a higher quality outside the U.S. than in the U.S., and 
there are certainly multitudes of fields where an individual nation 
believes itself to be “better” than the rest of the world. In most 
cases, however, things are just different, and deducting state­
ments of quality from such comparisons makes no sense at all.

Hermann Gschwandtner
Church o f  the Nazarene Eurasia Region

Sanctification
Thank you so much for “The Question Box.” The question 

concerning entire sanctification that appeared in the April issue 
was especially informative. In fact, I took the time to read it to 
the entire congregation. So many times our people have failed to 
realize that holiness is not a “thing” but a relationship. We are 
not made holy once and for all with a lifetime supply given in ad­
vance. Our holiness is only as good as our present relationship 
with the Lord. I especially appreciated the statement “The filling 
of the Spirit is a moment by moment breathing of God within the 
soul.” I thank the Lord for your steadfastness and for the courage 
to tackle some sensitive subjects.

Rebekah P. Arnold

Herald o f  What?
There was a time when I read the H era ld  o f  H oliness  from 

cover to cover. (I go back to the days of Dr. Chapman.) Its pur­
pose was to spread the doctrine of holiness and get people estab­
lished in the sanctified life. It was filled with food for the soul.

The new H erald  ministers more to the mind, sort of a religious 
Time magazine. The name should really be changed . . .  I don’t 
find enough on holiness to merit the name it carries.

V. W. Reynolds 
Clayton, Del.

Catching Up with the Herald
As a growing boy in a small Kansas town, I remember the 

H erald  from the late ’20s and early ’30s and was very happy to 
renew contact just last year. Sometimes to go forward, one must 
first back up.

Roy D. Poore 
Anderson, Ind.
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Words of Faith m m

Eucharist
ROB L . STAPLES

Rob L. Staples has made a career of 
teaching the Christian faith as a pastor 
and as a professor at Southern Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

T h e  s a c r a m e n t  o f t e n  c a l l e d  “The 
Lord’s Supper” also goes by various 
other names in the New Testament 
and in the Christian tradition, such as 
“Communion” or “Holy Commu­
nion,” “The Supper” or “The Meal,” 
“The Table of the Lord,” and the 
“Breaking of Bread.” One of the old­
est names, and one used increasingly 
today, is the word Eucharist.

The Greek word eucharist means 
“thanksgiving” and is from the Greek 
verb eucharistein, “to be thankful.” A 
form of the word is found in each of 
the four New Testament accounts of 
the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-30; 
Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:14-20; 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26) where Jesus 
gave thanks over the bread and the cup 
before giving them to the disciples.

In New Testament times the Lord’s 
Supper was an occasion of joyful cel­
ebration. This was the case whenever 
Christians ate together, not only in the 
Eucharist itself but at other times of 
fellowship. “They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and en­
joying the favor of all the people” 
(Acts 2:46-47, n i v ) .

In the early centuries, the Eucharist

was not a solemn, mournful occasion, 
but a festive one. By the late Middle 
Ages, the mournful note had become 
the dominant one. Unfortunately, this 
note has persisted far too long in 
many churches, both Catholic and 
Protestant. Happily, though, it is 
rapidly disappearing in much of 
church life today. The Lord’s Supper 
is a feast. It represents fiesta, not fu­
neral. For happy families, mealtime is 
a joyful time. It should be even more 
so when the family of God gathers for 
the Lord’s Supper.

The Church in the New Testament 
followed the example of Jesus in giv­
ing thanks by the use of bread and 
wine, probably following a Jewish 
pattern of praise, thanksgiving, and 
supplication. To its own detriment, the 
Church has sometimes forgotten the 
influence of Jewish worship on Chris­
tian eucharistic thought and practice. 
When this has occurred, Christian 
worship has tended to be­
come weak and sentimen­
tal, losing its robustness.
Just as the Jews celebrated 
God’s mighty redemptive 
acts in their various festi­
vals, so in the Eucharist 
Christians proclaim and 
celebrate the work of God 
in His acts of redemption.

We learn from the writ­
ings of the apostolic fa­
thers that the New Testa­
ment note of thanksgiving continued 
to be sounded in connection with the 
Eucharist in post-New Testament 
times.

In the Epistle of Ignatius to the 
Ephesians is this admonition: “Gather 
together more frequently to celebrate 
God’s Eucharist and to praise Him.
For when you meet with frequency, 
Satan’s powers are overthrown and his 
destructiveness is undone by the una­
nimity of your faith.” And Justin Mar­

tyr, in the second century, wrote that 
before the distribution of the elements, 
the one presiding at the Lord’s Supper 
“sends up prayers and thanksgivings 
to the best of his ability, and the con­
gregation assents, saying the Amen.”

The Eucharist, then, is a time for 
celebration, praise, and thanksgiving 
to God for His works in creation and 
in redemption. In the Eucharist, the 
Church speaks on behalf of the whole 
creation, for the world that God has 
created is represented at every Sup­
per—in the bread and the fruit of the 
vine, products of the earth and of hu­
man labor; and in the persons of the 
faithful, who make intercession for all 
humanity. The Eucharist thus signifies 
what God desires the whole world to 
become—an offering of praise to God 
the Creator, a universal communion in 
the Body of Christ, and a kingdom of 
justice, love, and peace in the Holy 
Spirit.

Eucharist means thanksgiving for 
all that God has accomplished in the 
history of salvation, for what He is 
doing now in the world and in the 
Church, and for the future fulfillment 
of His kingdom we anticipate each 
time we gather at the Lord’s table. 
When we approach the table, then, let 
us sing, with Charles Wesley:
Come, let us join with one accord 
Who share the supper o f the Lord,

The Lord’s Supper is a feast. It 
represents fiesta, not funeral.

Our Lord and M aster’s praise to 
sing;

Nourish ’d  on earth with living bread, 
We now are at His table fed,

But wait to see our heavenly King.

To see the great Invisible 
Without a sacramental veil,

With all His robes o f glory on,
In rapturous joy  and love and praise 
Him to behold with open face,

High on His everlasting throne, iq
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D  iscover God's Word 
Through Sunday School!
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■  TRUE TO THE WORD — WordAction helps you
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Scripture.
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you build Christian character and understanding with an emphasis on 
holy living.
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nyone who uses music with 
kids of any age will want this 

one-of-a-kind treasury. 230 
^ songs divided into age- 

group sections: early 
childhood, early elementary, and late 
elementary. Songs also divided by topic, 
with a wide variety of general and sea­
sonal themes well covered. Songbook 
format, including melody, words, piano 
accompaniment, and chord symbols.
All 230 songs recorded on cassette and 
compact disc in a split-channel format, 
useful for listening or sing-along. A fine 
resource for teachers, children's church 
and VBS workers, children's choir direc­
tors, parents, and grandparents.

230 Praise Songs, Choruses, 
and Children's Favorites 
Preschool Through Preteen
HHMB-770 Songbook, Wire-Ring . . . .$19.99
HHMB-770A Words-Only Edition .........$3.99
HHTA-9220S Cassette, Early Childhood

(73 songs) ........................... $10.99
HHDC-9220S CD, Early Childhood

(73 s o n g s ) ........................... $14.99

HHTA-9221S Double Cassette Pack,
Early Elementary
(80 s o n g s ) ............................$19.99

HHDC-9221S Double Disc Pack,
Early Elementary
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HHTA-9222S Double Cassette Pack,
Late Elementary
(77 songs) ........................... $19.99

HHDC-9222S Double Disc Pack,
Late Elementary
(77 songs) ........................... $24.99

HHMD-274 Director's Pack, Cassette .$59.99
HHMD-275 Director's Pack, C D ......... $69.99

A lienas 

To order call 1-800-877-0700


