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Protecting Death

Get real,” my neighbor Herb 
■ said. “The Easter story is 

nice, but it’s just that, a sto­
ry-”

“Surely you believe in the resur­
rection, Herb. You go to church and 
all— ”

“What I believe is what I see, and 
what I see is death and plenty of it. 
Easter seems to me to be the prod­
uct of desperate people grasping at 
straws.”

“Come on, Herb, you know better 
than— ”

“ What I know is that seven 
months ago my six-year-old daugh­
ter died of leukemia. We took her 
out to the cemetery and covered her 
up with dirt. And that was the end 
of that. I wish 1 could believe in the 
resurrection and all that like I used 
to, but I just don’t.”

My friend Herb has joined the 
thousands of people who fiercely 
line up to protect death from the 
power of God.

God has declared war on death, 
the "last enemy" of the human race. 
Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resur­
rection formed God’s hostile action 
battle plan against death. Easter is 
the grand climax of God’s war on 
death. Jesus reduced death to a 
whimpering, defeated foe, a paper 
tiger, a bee with buzz, but no 
stinger. As the Bible puts it, “O 
death where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthi­
ans 15:55).

But we are so comfortable with 
death. We won’t give it up easily. 
We have planned our whole lives in 
light of expected death. Our mar­
riages, careers, insurance policies,

and re tirem ent p lans have been 
mapped out under the supervision of 
the grim reaper— one of the two 
things which we say are certain. 
Death is such a part of us that we 
often say, “Death is a part of life.”

We will not let Easter rob us of 
that which so governs our lives. 
Thus we line up to defend death 
against God. This we do by denying 
the promise of Easter. We can look 
Easter right in the face and deny it.

Mary Magdalene did that. She 
came to that first Easter sunrise ser­
vice bound and determined 
to mourn at the feet o f  a 
corpse. She expected death, 
not a living Savior.

Jesus, Easter personified, 
walked right up to her and 
asked her what she was cry­
ing about, but Mary, com­
mitted to the "reali ty” of 
death, looked right at Him 
and mistook Him for the 
groundskeeper.

Notice in John 20:14 that 
she had turned away from 
the tomb “and saw Jesus standing 
and knew not that it was Jesus.” But 
when Jesus calls her by name (v. 
16), Mary again turned  to Him. 
Thus, after she had seen Jesus (v. 
14) and carried on a short dialog 
with Him she had turned her back 
on Him, gazing again at the tomb. 
Perhaps she was even pointing to it, 
asking the “Gardener” to help her 
find the corpse she was determined 
was there somewhere.

Mary looked Easter in the face— 
and could not see it. She encoun­
tered two blazing white angels and 
the risen Lord, but in spite of all

that, she was so blinded by grief and 
the death that she was so sure she 
would find that she almost missed 
Easter. She was a lot like my neigh­
bor, Herb.

But Mary and Herb are not the 
only guilty parties. Thousands join 
them in protecting death from the 
pow er of God. E as te r  tu rns  our 
death driven world upside down. 
That makes us uncomfortable and 
we become slow of heart to believe.

A lot of people think they want to 
see, but when sight comes, the light

is so bright they want to retreat into 
the security of their darkness.

In Andre Gide’s Two Symphonies, 
he introduces Gertrude, a beautiful, 
but b lind, young wom an. When 
surgery restores her sight she is over­
whelmed by a world “more beautiful 
than I dreamt it could be.” But soon 
she notices that persons with normal 
sight ignore the beauty and wear 
faces grooved with anxiety, pain, 
and emptiness. In the story she soon 
reaches the point where she wishes 
that her eyes had not been opened to 
see the grief of the world (Homilet­
ics, April-June 1992, p. 13).

W e'e have planned our 
whole lives around death, 
and we will not easily let 
Easter rob us o f its grim 

supervision.
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from God

Case studies of  persons whose 
sight has been restored show that it 
is not rare for a person to wish for 
blindness again. Some shut their 
eyes and refuse to use their sight. 
Others, driven nearly mad by the 
constant visual bombardment of our 
world, threaten to tear out their eyes 
rather than look at the “real world.” 
Mirrors become the enemy of some 
who wish to retreat into their former 
blindness. Imagine seeing yourself 
for the first time and discovering 
that you d on’t look like you sup­
posed you did. Imagine seeing wor­
ry, sorrow, rage, and disdain for the 
first time. For all its devastation, 
blindness for some people can be­
come a familiar and comfortable 
way to “get by” (Homiletics, 13).

Some people react similarly to the 
new light of Easter. The truth of 
E as te r  tu rns  ev e ry th in g  upside 
down; it shakes everything up. It 
makes the foundations of a sinful 
culture tremble like those weak- 
kneed guards at the empty tomb. 
D ennis  T eB eest ca lls  E as te r  an 
earthquake zone, a zone that sets the 
guards of the earthly order trem­
bling.

The earthly orders, old and cur­
rent, are based on the philosophy 
that this earthly life is the only life 
there is. We plan and work for this 
life, punch and gouge, scheme and 
plot to make the most of our three 
score and ten.

Easter proclaims that such a phi­
losophy is a dramatic mistake. And 
t h a t ’s hard  to take . Even some 
Christians prefer to spend their time 
and energy as though this life on 
earth were the “main event.”

The Gospel of Easter, of eternal 
life, is especially hard on modern 
minds. Today’s European and North 
American cultures are built on the 
scientific method and its grandchild 
technology. Miracles like the resur­
rection simply do not play well in 
"their Peoria.”

Many religious leaders in main­
line Protestantism during this whole 
century have found miracles like the 
resurrection embarrassing. Protes­
tant scholars, faithful sons of the 
sc ien tif ic  en l ig h ten m en t ,  have 
spared no effort to strip Christianity 
of every shred of the supernatural. 
Every biblical miracle has been ex­
plained away or laughed off. The 
scriptural affirmations about Easter 
have been catalogued as mere back­
ward projections of “post Easter” 
faith edited into the biblical manu­
scripts.

Thus many religious leaders have 
led the charge to defend  death  
against the God of Easter. Indeed, 
Easter  is an earthquake zone. It 
shakes the stuffings out of worldly 
values, and out of worldly churches 
which adopt worldly values in a 
craze to be “relevant.” Easter tells 
us that there is more to life than life. 
That is, there is more to life than hu­
man existence. Easter beckons us, 
yea com m ands us, to live in the 
light of eternal life, not in the shad­
ow of death.

This does not mean that human 
life on earth is unimportant, but it 
does teach us that it is not all impor­
tant. A greater reality awaits those 
who, with Easter in their eyes, put 
their trust in Jesus, the Lord of Life.

Easter whispers to us that there is

more to prepare for than a career, 
more to work for than a tax-shel­
tered annuity, more to live for than 
marriage and family, more to trust 
in than Social Security, something 
more certain than the funeral parlor. 
Easter convinces us that we do not 
have to stumble through life sated 
by sedatives, numbed by soap op­
eras, or intoxicated with worldly 
ambition.

Easter declares that an engraved 
tombstone is not the last word about 
us. The last word about us was spo­
ken by Jesus in John 14:19, “Be­
cause I live, ye shall live also.” 

Easter proclaims that tombstones 
are temporary. An ad in a Milwau­
kee newspaper read: “Used tomb­
stone for sale. Real bargain for any­
one named ‘Dingo.’ For information 
call . . .” The Christian with Easter 
in his or her heart does not need 
such an ad to know that tombstones 
are temporary.

“Get real, T racy ,” Herb said. 
"One of these days we will take you 
to the graveyard.”

Herb is right about that. I expect 
to die— and to be laid to rest, as 
they say, in a graveyard. But that is 
not so scary to me as it used to be. I 
look at it like the little girl I read 
about (H o m ile tic s , A pril-June  
1990). She took a shortcut to and 
from school each day by walking 
through a cemetery. An alarmed 
classmate asked, “Why would you 
eve r  walk across  a g raveyard?  
Aren’t you scared?”

“N o ,” the girl replied, “ I just 
cross it to get hom e.” T ha t’s the 
meaning of Easter!
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S S  VIEWPOINT
Resurrection Newness

BY JO H N  A. K N IG H T, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

1am w rit ing  these  lines three 
d a y s  a f t e r  C h r is tm a s  an d  
three days before N ew  Year's 
day. They will be printed during 

the  E a s te r  s e a so n .  T h e s e  th ree  
events are more than accidentally 
related.

There is an inseparable connec­
tion between Christmas and E as­
ter.  A m i n i s t e r ’s m e s s a g e  on 
Christmas Sunday focused on Je­
s u s ’ dea th  and  re su rrec t io n .  An 
impatient parishioner com plained 
that  the p a s t o r ’s re ad in g  o f  the 
C hristian calendar was confused. 
The minister replied: “Without Je­
su s ’ crucifixion and resurrection, 
Christmas would be stripped o f  its 
power and significance.”

A d v e n t  te l ls  us th a t  the  m an  
who died on the cross for our sins 
was not just any or another man, 
but the “G od-m an.” The resurrec­
t ion  is the  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  the 
C h r i s t m a s  c l a im  th a t  J e s u s  is 
“God with us.”

The Christ o f  Christm as is the 
“ C hris tu s  V ictor.” By His dea th  
and resurrection He has conquered 
sin, death, hell, and the grave, and 
th e r e b y  h a s  m a d e  “a l l  th in g s  
new .” For this reason, as I write, I 
am more excited about “resurrec- 
tion-newness,” the possibilities in 
Christ,  than about the beginning  
o f  the New Year.

Christ’s resurrection has giv­
en us a N ew  C ovenant:

"B eho ld ,  the days com e, saith 
the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house o f  Israel, 
and with the house of Judah . . .  I 
will put my law in their  inw ard  
parts, and write it in their hearts; 
and  will be the ir  G od , and  they

sh a l l  be m y p e o p le ” ( J e re m ia h  
31:31 ,33) .

Christ’s resurrection has giv­
en us a N ew  A g e— the age o f  the 
Spirit:

“ I will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground: I will pour my spirit upon 
thy seed , and  m y b less in g  upon 
thine offspring” (Isaiah 44:3-4).

“Then will I sprinkle clean w a­
t e r  u p o n  y o u ,  a n d  ye  s h a l l  be  
clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new  heart also will I give 
you, and a new  s p ir i t . . .  I will put 
m y sp iri t  w ith in  you , and  cause  
you to walk in m y statutes . . .” 
(Ezekiel 36:25-27).

“And it shall com e to pass after­
ward, that I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh; . . . And . . . upon 
the servants  and upon the h an d ­
maids in those days will I pour out 
my spirit” (Joel 2:28-29).

Christ’s resurrection has giv­
en us a N ew  Priesthood:

“This man [Jesus] . . . hath an 
u n c h a n g e a b le  p r i e s th o o d ” ( H e ­
brews 7:23-25). “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a 
new  and living  way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, . . . And having 
an h igh  priest over  the house  o f  
God; Let us draw near with a true 
h ea rt  in full  a ssu ran ce  o f  fa i th ” 
(Hebrews 10:19-22).

Christ’s resurrection has given 
us the possibility of the N ew  M an.

Because he has conquered death 
and sin, we can “put off concern­
ing the fo rm er [conduct] the old 
man, . . . And . . . put on the new  
man. which after G od is created in

righ teousness  and  true ho liness” 
(Ephesians 4:22, 24).

W hen this occurs God gives us 
“ a new  nam e  w r i t ten ” in heaven 
(Revelation 2:17).

Christ’s resurrection has giv­
en us a N ew  H ope.

The writer o f  the epistle to the 
C o lo ss ia n s  sp eak s  o f  “ C h ris t  in 
you, the hope o f  glory . . .” (1 :27). 
T h ro u g h  H im  we are enab led  to 
“ l iv e  s o b e r ly ,  r ig h t e o u s ly ,  and 
godly, in this present world; L ook­
ing for that blessed  hope, and the 
g lo r io u s  a p p e a r in g  o f  the great  
G od and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:12-13).

John the B eloved  was g iven a 
v is io n  tha t  e n c o m p a s s e d  a new 
hope:

“A nd I saw a new  heaven  and a 
new  earth: . . . and I John saw the 
holy city, new  Jerusalem , coming 
down from G od out of  heaven, . . . 
A n d  he that  sat upon  the throne 
sa id ,  B e h o ld  I m a k e  a ll  th in g s  
n ew ” (Revelation 21:1-2, 5).

Resurrection  is the great event 
o f  Reversal. Justice has been 

rep laced  by m ercy. T h ere  is the 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n e w  s t a r t  fo r  
m an k in d .  R es u r re c t io n -n e w n e s s  
means that I can be different. I can 
becom e a “new creature” and God 
will make me new continuously as 
I am  obedien t and subm issive  to 
Him. M y w orld  can be different 
because o f  the resurrection. New 
Year reso lu tions seem  peripheral 
and secondary in light o f  “ resur­
r e c t i o n  n e w n e s s ” 
a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  
th e  r i s e n  C h r i s t .
Hallelujah! ^
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F oundations o f  the Faith in Philippians

HOW COMMITTED IS GOD?
1 am convinced o f this very thing, 

that He who began a good work 
among you will bring it to comple­
tion until the day o f Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 1:6*).

Every sport I ’ve ever tried re­
quires follow through. My 
junior high football coach 

often yelled at me during passing 
drills, “Follow through, Hahn, fol­
low through!” Failure to follow 
through on my shots in basketball 
also cut that career short. Golf and 
tennis introduced me to new vocab­
ulary, but the words, “follow 
through,” were as important as ever. 
Beyond finishing strokes, shots, and 
throws correctly, following through 
in sports required persistent stick-to- 
it-iveness that would not quit until 
the goal was accomplished. Any­
body can show up for the photo ses­
sions at the beginning. Faithfulness 
in the long weeks of practice shows 
how committed a person really is.

Paul writes of God’s commitment 
to follow through in Philippians 1:6. 
He describes God as “the one who 
began a good work among you.”
The “good work” that God began 
among the Philippians is best under­
stood as their “participation in the 
gospel” mentioned in verse 5. We 
do not know the exact details of 
how the Philippians participated 
with Paul, but, clearly, soon after 
their conversion they had become 
partners with the apostle in advanc­
ing the gospel. But Paul does not 
describe that partnership as the 
Philippian’s work. Their decision 
was the result of God’s “good 
work.”

After beginning the “good work” 
Paul assures his readers that God 
“will bring it to completion.” God 
will follow through. Paul was confi­
dent that neither fatigue nor finan­

cial pressure would cause the Philip­
pians to abandon their partnership 
with him in the gospel. Their sharing 
the work of evangelism was a result 
of God working in them. He granted 
the vision and motivation to commit 
themselves to the task. He would see 
to it that the partnership would not 
fall apart. The Philippians would be 
faithful “until the day of Christ.”
Paul was confident that God would 
help them stay committed.

The apostle declares that God 
would bring the “good work to com­
pletion until the day of Christ Je­
sus.” Later on in Philippians, Paul 
accepted the possibility that he 
might die before the second coming. 
That suggests that verse 6 meant 
more than just that the 
Paul-Philippian partner­
ship would survive until 
Christ returned. Verse 5 
implied the narrow 
meaning of “good work” 
as the Philippian partici­
pation in the gospel. The 
broader meaning was the 
whole plan of the gospel.

It is true that God be­
gan that plan before the 
foundation of the world.
But the death and resur­
rection of Christ mark the beginning 
of the gospel in human history. The 
“good work” of Christ’s death and 
resurrection produced the Paul- 
Philippian partnership. The promise 
of Philippians 1:6 is also that God 
will “bring to completion” the good 
work begun by the death and resur­
rection of Christ.

God intends to finish the work 
begun at the resurrection. Resurrec­
tion victory over death will not be 
limited to Jesus. As Paul stated in 1 
Corinthians 15:23, “But each (step) 
in its own order. Christ is the first 
fruits, then those who belong to

Christ (will be raised) at his com­
ing.” The resurrection of Jesus is a 
covenant sign that all who trust in 
Christ will someday be raised to 
eternally new life.

Since human sin led to Christ’s 
death, Jesus’ resurrection also sig­
nals God’s victory over sin. Having 
begun that “good work,” God fully 
intends to “bring it to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” The 
partnership of Paul and the Philippi­
ans in evangelism was one way God 
worked to finish the goal of victory 
over sin. Every act of obedience by 
every believer is part of God’s fol­
low through in the battle over sin. 
Paul’s good news is that God is no

quitter. He will finish that good 
work He began on the first Easter.

For further study: (1) Read 1 
Corinthians 15. What future does 
Paul foresee fo r  death and sin as a 
result o f the resurrection? (2) Read 
Romans 6:1-14, Ephesians 2:1-7, 
and Colossians 3:1-11. What will 
being united to Christ’s resurrection 
produce fo r  us? (3) List some areas 
o f your life in which the work o f 
God needs to be completed. Ask the 
Lord to move that work closer to 
completion today.

'S cripture quotations are the  author’s ow n  translation. H r

P a ,aul’s good news is that 
God is no quitter. He will 
finish what He started on 

the first Easter.
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“ H aving It A ll” T rem en d ou s

"Having It All" (Dec. 1992), was a tremendous article and we 
need more like it. There are very few voices in our society today 
in praise o f  full-time mothering. Certainly the H erald  and the 
Church o f  the Nazarene should be one.

Thomas Lorimer 
Fort Madison, Iowa

T he G ift o f  Jesu s' L ove
Thanks for your  wonderful magazine. As a new Chris tian 

about to celebrate my first birthday, it is truly a Godsend.

The article that made me respond and write was Cindy Myers' 
letter to her mother. My own mother has done a lot o f  things that 
have  really  hurt me, but after  I read about how  her m other  
showed her Jesus, I remembered other things.

How as a little girl Mommy always took my sister and me to 
Sunday School and church. And now I realize that she loved us 
very much.

As soon as I was bom again. I started taking my children to 
Sunday School (Fairbanks, A laska First Church). If I can do 
nothing else for my babies, I can give them the love o f  Jesus.

Thank you, Cindy Myers, for your letter. I am now able to for­
give Mom her mistakes and love her for what she did give me. 
She introduced me to my best Friend.

I would like to add that the poem " D o n ’t They K now ?” by 
Kim Hudson Stilwell touched my heart. I also have lost three ba­
bies to miscarriage, and you never forget them. Someday we 
will be reunited in heaven, but there is always an empty spot.

Name Withheld 
Fairbanks, Alaska

O h, Y es, W e W ill

In response to Wesley D. T racy 's  answer in "The Question 
Box,” December issue, “ Dress Code:” The question is not what­
ever  happened  to the Nazarene  dress code, the real issue is, 
whatever happened to the Bible standard o f  holiness, not only in 
dress but in Christian conduct in general?

Mr. Tracy refers to 1 Peter 3:3-4, which in fact gives us the 
scriptural way women should dress, but then retreats under a 
smoke screen o f  different cultures. Cultures have nothing what­
soever to do with how Christians should conduct themselves or 
how they d re s s . . . .

The awful truth is our pastors . . . have become inept to deal 
with the situation. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 also gives us some light on 
how women should dress. . . . G od 's  word has not changed— we 
have, to our own shame.

Harold Welker 
Lamar, Mo.

P.S. In all probability you will not print this letter, but never­
theless I believe it to be the truth.

A T im e to R etire
In a recent issue o f  the H erald, Charles Hastings Smith says 

he does not find anyone in the Bible who retired.
Numbers 8:23-26 reads, "The Lord also instructed Moses, the 

Levites are to begin serving in the Tabernacle at the age o f  25, 
and are to retire at the age o f  50. After retirement, they can assist 
with various light duties in the Tabernacle, but will have no reg­
ular responsibili ties” (TLB).

Just wanted to remind him. I admire his endurance.
Mrs. Cozzetta Bible 
Canton, Ohio

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS 
What’s In It for Me? Plenty!

Fill out this form and mail today to 
start receiving the H erald o f  
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.

Enter my subscription for
□  One year, $10.00
□  Two years, $ 19.00
□  Three years, $28.00  

□  Enter a gift subscription at 

$ fo r ____ year(s) and send to:

Name _

Address

City_____________________ State/Prov.__________ Zip.

□  Bill me
□  Enclosed is my check for $______

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free 
1-800-877-0700.

N am e  ________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City_____________________ State/Prov.__________ Zip .

Phone (_____ ) __________________

Make checks payable to: Herald o f  Holiness 
The local Church of the Nazarene 1 attend is

Name of Church_________________________________

Address--------------------------------------------------------------

City____________________ State/Prov.__________ Zip

If ordering by mail, clip and send to:
The Herald of Holiness 

Nazarene Publishing H ouse 
P.O. Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141

6 Herald of Holiness



Im age Sh ap in g
Your editorial, “Shaping Up O ur Image,” in the February is­

sue was excellent. 1 have been concerned for a long time by our 
reaction to so-called liberals, environmentalists , extremists, and 
fundamentalists. A no th e r  opposi te  reflection N azarenes have 
shown is in the role o f  the sacraments. How many o f  our church­
es go weeks or even months without sitting at the L ord’s table 
because we d o n ’t w ant to be like those who supposedly have 
made it a mere ritual by remembering the death o f  Jesus every 
Sunday? And, water baptism?

Michael B. Ross 
Charlotte, N.C.

L ove, N ot Im age
I read with great interest your editorial, “ Shaping Up O ur Im­

age,” in the F eb ru a ry  1993 issue. I c o u ld n ’t agree  with you 
more. Nazarenes have come to define themselves by what they 
are not (liberals, Catholics, fundamentalists, “ sinners”) instead 
of defining themselves by what God has called them to become 
(Christians perfected in His love). The time is long past due for 
us to return to a clear proclamation o f  the full gospel o f  Christ, a 
gospel rooted in G o d ’s love.

Thomas Long 
Overland Park, Kans.

N ew  H igh
“Shaping Up Our Image”— Wow! T ha t’s the best yet! Expert­

ly put together. That article is a new high point for the H erald. 
You said in 2 pages what I ’ve tried to say in 25 years. I cou ldn’t 
get it out. but you did.

Dick Strickland 
Springfield, Ohio

W here A re the W ives?
We appreciate the magazine.

1. Each quarter we look forward to its contents.
2. The articles and the writers are tops.
3. We enjoy reading the letters from correspondents, sorry 

they give you such a hard time.
We note that you give us the addresses o f  our Generals and al­

so the retired leaders. Are they all widowers? For we never see 
any note that they have wives that are living. Surely there should 
be some recognition o f  their partners.

Just thinking and wondering.
The November, 1992 H erald  was the best ever, every article 

was thought provoking.
Thomas W. Thomas 
Wilmore, Ky.

H era ld  N abbed
The other day the H erald  was faithfully in my P.O. Box along 

with some other mail. 1 laid it on a table and turned to get some 
postage  at the w indow . W hen I tu rned  to pick it up, it was 
GONE!

This made me realize how much I appreciate and anticipate 
the H erald. It is truly super and keeps me alerted to both news 
and needs in our great church.

T hank  you for  being  up front and relevant.  You have my 
"Hallelujahs.”

Kenneth Vogt 
Abbotsford, B .C .

P.S. I got a copy o f  that January issue and to my joy found 
your editorial, “ Unlocking the Door to Holiness.” Clear, concise, 
p o w e r fu l . . . Thank you!

Headin'
Home 20 SOUTHERN 
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Buy either cassette  or com pact disc and receive a
Crystal Sea Sampler cassette or compact disc FREE!
H H M D -122  Cassette Offer $ 8 .8 8
H H M D -123  C om pact Disc Offer $  1 0 .8 8
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AN EASTER 
SUNRISE SERVICE 
AT A CEMETERY

BY JIR A IR  S. TA SH JIA N , PROFESSOR OF RELIGION,
SOUTHERN

P
a lm  S u n d a y .  We h ad  

j u s t  a r r i v e d  h o m e  
from church when the 
phone rang. It was my 
b ro th er  in C a lifo rn ia  

on the other end. I responded with 
jo y fu l  en thusiasm . But soon my 
e n th u s ia s m  fa d ed .  “ I w ish  th is  
w ere  a h ap p y  c a l l ,” m y b ro th e r  
said. Vache, a 17-year-old n ep h ­
ew, the son of another brother of 
ours, had been killed the night be­
fo re  in an in n o cen t  m o to rc y c le  
ride around  the b lock  in a quiet 
residential neighborhood. Vache, a 
fine young man, reared in a Chris­
tian home, bright, strong, athletic, 
w i th  a w in s o m e  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  a 
mischievous smile, and ambitious 
plans for the future, was no more. 
Suddenly, our world shattered.

My o th e r  brother,  V ach e’s f a ­
ther, was now  on the line. W hat 
d o e s  o n e  say  in m o m e n t s  l ike  
this? What does it feel like to lose 
a ch i ld ?  S o m eh o w , “ I ’m s o r ry ” 
seem ed  inadequa te .  “ H e ’s gone, 
J i r a i r ,  h e ’s g o n e , ” I h e a r d  m y 
brother say. We wept, and re luc­
tantly hung up.

A few days later I was in Cali­

NAZARENE UNIVERSITY, BETHANY,

fornia. “Do you have an answer?” 
my brother asked. “ I wish I did.” 
We hugged, wept, and occasional­
ly laughed when we rem em bered 
som e silly thing that Vache used 
to do  o r  say. F r ien d s ,  re la t iv e s ,  
and  high  schoo l  teens  s t ream ed  
through the house all day long for

Vache w as no 
m ore. Suddenly  
our w orld w as  
shattered.

several days to offer their support 
and  love. On M aundy  T hu rsd ay  
we spent five hours at the funeral 
home to be with hundreds of peo ­
ple who kept coming to take a fi­
nal look at what used to be Vache.

Four hundred people were pres­
ent for the funeral on Good Friday 
at Forest Lawn. It was a particu­

OKLAHOMA

larly rough day for Suzie, my sis­
ter-in-law. After the graveside ser­
vice she co llapsed , overcom e by 
ex h au s t io n  and  in tense  g r ie f  for 
her dead son. She had to be taken 
to  the ca r  in a w h e e lc h a i r .  T he 
next day, Saturday afternoon, was 
eq u a lly  a d a rk  day  fo r  her. She 
told her husband she did not really 
want to live. “ Please d o n ’t leave 
me alone; 1 m ight do  som eth ing  
crazy,” she told him.

We had decided that we would 
attend an Easter sunrise service at 
F o re s t  L a w n  w h e re  V ache  was 
buried. We woke up at four in the 
morning and made our way to the 
cemetery. Thousands had gathered 
for this annual service. It was cold 
and dark. We w aited  in the cold 
for the service to start. There was 
a delay. Apparently we were wait­
ing for the light o f  daw n  so we 
co u ld  read  o u r  w o rsh ip  folders. 
We wondered if we had made the 
right decision.

Finally, the service got under­
way. The music was good, but not 
p a r t i c u la r ly  e x t r a o rd in a ry .  The 
sermon was outstanding, delivered 
by Ted Engstrom, the president of
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With tears o f  sorrow  
mixed with the hope o f  
Christ’s resurrection we 
joined hands and sang 
softly.

World Vision. “ He is R isen" was 
his them e. He to ld  his au d ien ce  
that he and his wife had bought a 
couple o f  lots here at Forest Lawn. 
W h en ev er  they  d ro v e  by on the 
freeway, he said, they would wave 
at their fu ture resting  place. The 
crowd chuckled. But, he said, this 
was not their  final hom e. S o m e ­
day the trum pet  will sound , and 
the dead in Christ shall be raised 
incorruptible. We shall be with the 
Lord forever.

Suzie said to my brother, “This 
message is just for m e.”

The service was concluded with 
the s in g in g  o f  the  c h o ru s ,  “ B e ­
cause He Lives . .

A f te r  th e  s e rv ic e ,  a r o u n d  40  
family m em bers  and high school 
t e e n s  m a d e  o u r  w a y  b a c k  to  
V a c h e ’s g ra v e .  T h e  c a s k e t  had  
now been placed under the ground 
and the flowers were lying flat on 
the d i r t .  We a d d e d  s o m e  m o re  
flowers that friends had sent. We 
stood around the grave w eeping. 
P retty  so o n  so m e o n e  w as  h u m ­
ming the tune, “ Because He Lives 
. . It was Suzie. This lady who 
collapsed on the day o f  the funeral

April 1993

and  was w o ndering  w he the r  life 
w as worth  living was now h u m ­
m in g  th is  song  o f  h o p e  and  t r i ­
umph. O ne by one, with tears of 
sorrow, yet m ixed  with the hope 
o f  C hris t’s resurrection, we joined 
hands and sang softly:

B ecause H e lives I can fa c e  
tomorrow,

B eca u se  H e lives a ll f e a r  is 
gone;

Jo Cunningham

B ecause I know  I know  who  
holds the fu ture ,

A n d  life is w orth  the living , 
ju s t because H e lives.*
W h e n  l i fe  is s h a t t e r e d  by 

tragedy and despair, our only hope 
for the future lies in the One who 
can take broken pieces and make 
something new.

*B eca u se H e  Lives, William J. and Gloria G aither, ©  co p y­
right 1971 by W illiam J. Gaither, all rights reserved, used by 
permission.
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Devotions fo r  each
BY T O M  FLO YD, PASTOR, LIBERTY TOWERS

Sunday 
A pril 4

THE 
ROOSTER

T h e  c r o w  o f  a 
r o o s t e r  h a s  an 
a m a z in g  e f fe c t  
upon everything 
w i th in  r a n g e .  
Piercing the ear­
ly m orning  qu i­
etness it is like a 

b eaco n  s ignaling  the w orld  that 
something important has just hap­
pened.

A friend o f  m ine raises ch ick ­
ens as a hobby. They are not ordi­
n a ry  c h i c k e n s ,  b u t  e x p e n s iv e ,  
well-bred chickens which are dis­
played at special shows and fairs. 
An assortment of handsome roost­
ers of  various breeds in multi-col­
o re d  g a r m e n t s  w i th  s t r e a m in g  
feathers strut and cluck and crow.

Roosters crow. That 's  what they 
do best. They compete with each 
other. They love their assignment. 
S o m e t im e s  th ey  a re  a n n o y in g ,  
however. Peter thought so (Luke 
22:34, 54-62).

P e te r  to ld  h is  s to ry  o v e r  and  
over (L uke’s Gospel is a record of 
the preaching  o f  Peter). Echoing 
his lapse in fa ith fu lness,  P e te r ’s 
b ro k e n  h e a r t  c r ie d  ou t ,  “ I hu rt  
Him and sinned against Him and 
still He loved and forgave me and 
restored m e— and He can do the 
same for you.”

The w onder  o f  this account is 
not only that the rooster crowed at 
th e  p r e c i s e  m o m e n t  th a t  P e te r

completed his denials, but that Je ­
sus fo re to ld  ex a c t ly  w h a t  P e te r  
w ould  do  and w ha t  the c ro w in g  
would do to Peter.

W hen the ro o s te r ’s shrill c row  
reached P e te r’s ears, the words o f  
the Lord cam e break ing  in upon 
his c o n sc io u sn e ss  like a c lap  o f  
th u n d e r .  C o n v ic t io n  r ip p e d  his  
spirit. Remorse tore his heart. He 
w ep t  b it te r ly  (L u k e  2 2 :6 2 ) . R e ­
p e n t a n c e  p a v e d  th e  w a y  f o r  
restoration.

A fter the resurrection o f  Jesus, 
the announc ing  angel said to the 
women, “Go tell the disciples and

“The Lord turned and  
looked at Peter. And Peter 
rem em bered the w ord of 
the Lord . . .  and w ept 
bitterly” (Luke 22:61 -62, NASB).

P e te r  . . . ” (M a rk  16:7). W hy, 
“and Peter?” Peter, it is most like­
ly, w o u ld  n o t  c o n s id e r  h im s e l f  
worthy o f  the nam e disciple, see­
ing he had done what none o f  the 
rest had done— denied contem ptu­
ously and denied blasphemously.

The sign (rooster) and w onder 
(that Jesus  fo rg ives  and res tores  
no m atte r  how  d readfu l o u r  sin) 
stand as beacons to G o d ’s mercy 
and grace.

H ave you eve r  felt like Peter? 
U n w o r th y ?  D is lo y a l?  A tra i to r?  
Listen to the rooster. He is G od 's  
instrument for your restoration. 
M editate on: L uke 22:31-34 , 54-62

M onday  
A pril 5

THE 
LAMB

It w as  J e w is h  
P a s s o v e r  in I s ­
rael. We watched 
from the comfort 
o f  our air condi­
t i o n e d  b u s  as 
s h o p p e r s  p u r ­
chased carcasses 

of lambs that would later become 
th e ir  P a s so v e r  m eal.  T h ey  were 
s lung  u n ce rem o n io u s ly  o v e r  the 
s h o u ld e r  o r  th ro w n  u n p ro tec ted  
into the trunk o f  a car.

M atzoh  bread w as in evidence 
everywhere. The tasteless mixture 
o f  u n l e a v e n e d  f lo u r  a n d  w a te r  
qu ick ly  loses its un iqueness . We 
ate M atzo h  soup , M atzo h  salad, 
M atzoh stuffing, Matzoh in every­
thing.

“I have earn estly  desired  
to  eat th is  P assover w ith  
you before I su ffe r”

(Luke 22:15, NASB).

T h i s  p h y s i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
Passover lamb and M atzoh bread, 
is designed to lead the worshipper 
into a spiritual experience.

Later, we climbed narrow steps 
to em erge  into an “ u p p er  ro o m ” 
alleged to be similar to the room 
in which Jesus and the twelve cel­
ebrated  the “ Last Supper."  There 
w e c e le b ra te d  o u r  P a s s o v e r ,  or 
Lord 's  Supper. This was a spiritu­
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day in H oly Week
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

al e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  a f f e c te d  o u r  
physical lives.

The sincere  Jew ish  ce leb ran ts  
were still missing the point. Jesus 
o b s e rv e d  th e  P a s s o v e r  s u p p e r  
while fu l f i l l in g  its p u rp o s e  and  
initiating a new sign. They missed 
it. Many still do.

T he f e a s t  w a s  a r e m i n d e r  o f  
G od’s providential care. A p h y s i­
cal lamb brought people to a p h ys­
ical experience that was to affect 
them spiritually.

The m essage  that Jesus brings 
to the supper is that, now, instead 
of a physical ex p e r ien ce  that a f ­
fects the spiritual life, it is a sp iri­
tua l e x p e r ie n c e  tha t  a f fe c ts  the 
physical life.

To say it another way, because 
Jesus Christ m akes a difference in 
our lives, we are changed to make 
a difference in our world.
M editate on: L uke 22:7-28

en t  l e n g th s ,  s p re a d in g  l ike  sun 
rays in all d irec tions— except on 
top where it was closely cropped.

Hanging around her neck was a 
large gold cross on a gold chain. 
The apparel, the personality, and 
the ac tio n s  w ere  en tire ly  out o f  
t o u c h  w i th  th e  c r o s s  h a n g i n g  
about her neck. Incongruous. C on­
tradictory. Incompatible.

“Father, into Thy hands I 
com m it My sp irit.” And  
having said th is , He 
breathed His last

(Luke 23:46, NASB).

The cross is not a lucky charm, 
m e r e  d e c o r a t i o n ,  b a d g e  o f  
courage, or bulletin o f  rebellion. It 
is a flare proclaiming the w orld ’s 
m o s t  h i d e o u s  a n d  d e s p i c a b l e  
crime which was enacted upon it.

Before we begin to worship the 
cross and lift it to a place above its 
h um ble  use, le t ’s re m em b er  that 
th e  “ s ig n ” is the  C ro ss  and  the 
“w onder” is what happened upon 
it.

This w onder is so powerful, so 
complex, it is nearly beyond co m ­
p re h e n s io n — yet,  so  s im p le  that 
e v e r y b o d y  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  it. 
Through the death o f  Jesus Christ 
on the Cross we have life.

Revival was in progress and in 
the back  o f  the church , a young 
father and his ten-year-old daugh­
te r  sa t  to g e th e r .  T h e y  w e re  not 
s trangers  to  o u r  serv ices , but ir­
regulars. An invitation was given 
fo r  s e e k e rs  to co m e  fo rw a rd  to 
pray. The little girl took her dad­

d y ’s hand and looked up into his 
face . H er  l ips fo rm e d ,  “ D addy , 
p l e a s e  g o . ” H e lo o k e d  d o w n ,  
looked toward the altar and moved 
one foot. She qu ick ly  d iscerned  
the signal and stepped out into the 
aisle. He followed. It d id n ’t take 
long at the altar for him to confess 
and find forgiveness.

The “wonder” of Easter flooded 
his soul. The Cross, the sign and 
instrument o f  death, had now giv­
en him life.
M editate on: Luke 23:26-46

Wednesday 
A pril 7

THE 
ANGEL

H e r  9 0  y e a r s  
b en t  h e r  f ram e  
and reduced her 
o n c e  v ib r a n t  
body  to a m ere  
s h e l l  th a t  a p ­
peared to be lit­
t le  m o re  th a n  

skin tightly  draw n over bones. I 
sa t  in th e  m o d e s t  l iv in g  ro o m  
sharing a glorious moment.

“Last night,” she stated simply, 
“ I was doing some handwork here 
in m y rocker  w hen sudden ly  an 
a n g e l  a p p e a re d  j u s t  in s id e  the  
fron t  d o o r .” She w as m atte r -o f-  
f a c t .  U n e m o t i o n a l .  N o t  at a l l  
aw ed . “ H av in g  ju s t  co m e  h o m e 
from the hospital, I knew my time 
was getting close,” she continued 
softly. “ I reached over to put my 
h an d w o rk  on the f loo r  so that I 
could get up to go with him. But

Worship banners by Jo  Cunnigham

Tuesday 
A pril 6

THE
CROSS

She w as uncon­
v e n t i o n a l ,  b i ­
z a r r e ,  a n d  u n ­
orthodox in m is­
m a tc h e d  c l o t h ­
ing. In the co m ­
p a n y  o f  o t h e r  
t e e n a g e r s ,  sh e  

stood on the street co rner  hid ing 
behind an overpainted face, sm ok­
ing a cigarette. Her hair, sprayed 
florescent green on one side and 
pink on the other was cut in differ­

April 1993



when I looked up, he was gone.”
H er soft eyes  tu rned  from  the 

now vacant door and searched for 
mine and announced, “ I believe he 
ju s t  w a n te d  m e to k n o w  th a t  it 
was OK  for me to be here a little 
longer.”

Two m onths  later I was p r iv i­
leged to conduct M other W right’s 
m em oria l  service. This time, the 
angel evidently waited to accom ­
pany her in the miraculous transi­
tion.

“And the a n g e l . . .  said  
. . . ,  ‘Do not be afraid; I 
know  that you are looking
for Jesu s ’ ” (Matthew 28:5, NASB).

An angel arrived from  heaven  
at a strategic m om ent to roll the 
m a s s i v e  s to n e  a w a y  f r o m  th e  
mouth of the tomb where they laid 
Jesus. The Bible describes his ap ­
pearance  as “ like ligh tn ing , and 
his c lo th in g  as w h ite  as s n o w ” 
(M atthew  28:3, N K JV ). Im p re s­
sive. Frightening.

The “sign” that God wanted the 
w o m en  and  d is c ip le s  to  u n d e r ­
stand is found in the words o f  the 
angel: “ He is not here; for He is 
risen, as He said” (NKJV). A  sign 
v a l i d a t i n g  th e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
G o d ’s p lan to defeat death , hell, 
and the grave and bring about our 
redemption.

The “w onder” is that Jesus and 
Mrs. Wright and countless others 
have ex p e r ien ce d  G o d ’s spec ia l  
m e s s e n g e r  in t im e  o f  p a s s a g e .  
This same serenity and assistance 
is the endow m ent o f  all who b e ­
lieve.
M editate on: M atthew  28:1-8

Thursday 
A pril 8

I I I ;
EARTH­
QUAKE

One o f  n a tu re ’s 
deepest  m y s te r­
ie s  is  w h y  
w h a l e s  f r o m  
t i m e  to  t i m e

beach them selves. You have seen 
the new spaper  accounts. Perhaps 
y o u  r e m e m b e r  H u m p h r e y  th e  
W hale w ho swam  into San F ran­
cisco Bay. Crowds o f  people gath­
e r e d  o n  th e  b e a c h  o r  b o a r d e d  
b o a t s  to  f o l l o w  th e  d r a m a .  
H u m p h re y ,  as he w as  lo v in g ly  
nam ed, was de te rm ined  to h igh- 
center on the mud flats o f  the Bay.

H ero ic  e ffo r ts  w ere  s tag ed  to 
turn the whale back out to sea. He 
pers is ted . Various m ethods  were 
used to dissuade him. He endured. 
Finally, Hum phrey  sw am  out the 
way he came, only to return again 
the next two years.

Scientists theorized and studied, 
but most freed whales continue in 
t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to  c o m e  a s h o r e .  
W h y ?  N o  one  k n o w s .  I t ’s been  
happening at least since the time 
o f  Aristotle.

But there is a greater wonder—  
Jesus  sac r if iced  h im se l f  that we 
might be saved. The sign— the sky 
s u d d e n l y  d a r k e n e d  ( M a t t h e w  
2 7 :4 5 ) ,  th e  e a r th  q u a k e d ,  an d  
r o c k s  w e re  to rn  in to  p i e c e s  
(Matthew 27:51).

“Truly th is w as the  
Son of G o d !”

(Matthew 27:54, IMASB).

T his  was no  m ad dash  to su i­
cide, but a deliberate plan carried 
out with precise timing and intent 
to  r e d e e m  fa l le n  m an .  W ith o u t  
co u n t in g  the cos t ,  Jesu s  baffled  
the great m inds o f  the centuries, 
b e f u d d le d  th e  a r c h - e n e m y  o f  
m a n ’s so u l  an d  tu rn e d  u p s id e -  
down the religious thinking of the 
day. He did not com e as a poor, 
dum b sacrifice, but as the "Lam b 
slain from  the founda tion  o f  the 
world,” to carry out the most bril­
liant coup d ’etat ever know n b e ­
fore or since.

By His sacrifice we are saved. 
By His wounds we are healed. By 
His death we are brought to eter­
nal life.
M editate on: M atthew  27:45-54

Friday  
A pril 9

THE 
EMPTY 
TOMB

Mrs. Martin Van 
B u t c h e l l  h a s  
b e e n  d e a d  fo r  
o v er  200  years. 
H er  w ill s p e c i ­
f ied that on her 

death, her husband had control of 
h e r  fo r tu n e  on ly  as long  as her 
b o d y  r e m a i n e d  a b o v e  g r o u n d .  
M ausoleum s were little known at 
th e  t im e ,  so  Mr. Van B u tc h e l l  
h i r e d  th e  S c o t t i s h  a n a t o m i s t ,  
W il l ia m  H u n te r ,  to e m b a lm  his 
dead wife. Then he dressed her in 
fash ionable  attire and put her on 
display in the family parlor. Daily 
visiting hours were held for those 
w ho wished to view the corpse in­
side a glass-lidded coffin.

As new s o f  how  life-like Mrs. 
Butchell looked spread, the art of 
u n d e r ta k i n g  q u i c k ly  b e c a m e  a 
th riv ing  business .  F am ilies  were 
en co u rag ed  to soften  the loss of 
loved ones through em balm ing the 
person to look as life-like as pos­
sible. Som e em balm ers ,  to drum 
up new business, took their prize 
c o rp se s  on tour, e x h ib i t in g  e m ­
balmed bodies in the windows of 
barbershops, in public halls, and at 
c o u n ty  fa i r s  so  th a t  ru r a l  fo lk  
could get a glimpse o f  the latest in 
funeral treatment. The public was 
duly im pressed . (C harles  Panati, 
P a n a ti’s B row ser's B ook o f  Begin­
n ings, Boston: H oughton  Mifflin 
Co., 1984).

“They saw  that the stone  
had been rolled a w a y ”

(Mark 16:4, NASB).

Death is often portrayed as be­
ing ugly. We try our best to pre­
tend it is not so. We have come to 
depend upon the embalm ers art to 
c o v e r  o v e r  the  u n p le a s a n t  and 
painful.

W h e n  w e lo o k  at th e  em p ty  
tom b, however, we behold  a dif­
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ferent picture. Here is victory, life, 
hope, joy, f reed o m , d ignity , and 
beauty.

Because o f  w hat hap p en ed  on 
Easter morning, we need not fear 
death or try to push it away or pre­
tend it does not occur. Christ bat­
tered down the gates of Hell and 
the g ra v e  w h i l e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  
death into the passage to im m or­
tality. This is not due to the em- 
balmer’s art, but to the “w onder” 
that, “ D eath  is sw a l lo w e d  up in 
victory."
Meditate on: M ark 16:1-8

Saturday  
A pril 10

T H E  
L IN E N  

C L O T H S
L a s t  s u m m e r ,  
f i r e s  r a g e d  
th r o u g h o u t  the  
f o r e s t s  a n d  
m o u n t a i n s  o f  
the West. Large 

f ly ing  t a n k e r s  a n d  h e l i c o p t e r s  
dumped water from above as fire 
fighters on foot tried to s top the 
devastating flames.

Somewhere I read about the ori­
gin o f  the w o rd  “ f i r e m a n .” T o ­
day’s firem en, or fire fighters  as 
we now call them , put out fires. 
T h a t ’s t h e i r  j o b .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  
though, f i re m e n  w ere  m en  w ho  
started fires.

The original firemen worked in 
coal mines, and it was their h az­
ardous job  to be the first to enter a 
mine each morning.

They would wrap themselves in 
wet rags to m ak e  th em se lv e s  as 
"fireproof" as possib le  and then, 
g rabb ing  a long ,  f la m in g  s t ick ,  
they w ould  go  in and ignite any 
explosive  m e th an e  gas  that had  
seeped into the m ine  o v e rn igh t .  
B urn ing  o f f  the  d a n g e r o u s  gas  
thus made the work place safe for 
others.

P e rh a p s  if the  w r i t e r  o f  H e ­
brews had known about this tradi­
tion, he w ould  have ca lled  Jesus 
“our firem an.” As the New Testa­

m ent church struggled with the re­
ality o f  the resurrection, they con­
cluded that it had something to do 
with a change in physical form in­
to spiritual form.

The grave clothes and the nap­
kin that covered the face o f  Jesus 
had just collapsed. He had merely 
passed  out o f  them  w ithou t d is ­
tu r b i n g  th e m ,  n o t  n e e d in g ,  as 
Lazarus, to be loosed.

Imagine! A spiritual body that

“Looking in, he saw  the  
linen w rapp ings lying there  
. . .  he saw  and be lieved”

(John 20:5, 8, NASB).

looked physical but is capable of 
m ov ing  w ithout d is tu rb ing  cloth 
or mortar.

Ah, the wonder o f  the resurrec­
tion. This  life is not all there is. 
Life goes on and on and on. Jesus 
w e n t  b e f o re  us to  sh o w  us the 
way, as our “ fireman,” extinguish­
ing the dan g ero u s  en em y  o f  our 
soul. Thus, making it safe for us 
to follow Him into the tunnel of  
death, knowing that it is safe and 
th a t  w e  w i l l  e m e r g e  w i th  th e  
greatest treasure— eternal life. 
M editate on: John 20:1-9

Easter 
Sunday 
A pril 11

T H E  
SCARS

S u d d e n l y  H e 
was there in the 
m id s t  o f  th e m .  
Jesus— crucified 
and  b u r ie d  and  
r i s e n  —  w a s  

there . T h o m a s  d id n ' t  get it. He 
w asn 't  there the week before and 
he w asn 't  accepting their report.

W h o e v e r  th e y  w e re  s e e in g  
looked  like the Lord  and ta lked 
like the Lord. Thom as w asn ’t con ­
vinced. Then Jesus said, “ Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my 
side. Stop doubting and be lieve” 
(John 20:27, NIV).

Here was a totally transformed 
body. It was a spiritual body that 
c o u ld  a p p e a r  a n d  d i s a p p e a r  
through stone walls. The wonder 
o f  this situation, however, is that 
He still bore the scars.

In this renew ed , g lo rif ied ,  re ­
conditioned, revitalized body— the 
scars  rem a in ed .  W h y  d id n ' t  He 
lose the scars a long with all the 
other fleshly weaknesses?

W h y  scars?  W hy  the p rin t o f  
nails that you could feel with your 
fingers? W hy the remnants of the 
sp ea r  you cou ld  eas ily  see with 
the ey e  b e n e a th  His r ib s?  W hy  
scars?

Can the w onder o f  the Gospel 
be saying to us: “ You will not see 
Je su s  C h ris t  u n less  you see the 
scars?” Somehow, we must under­
stand that the resurrected Christ is 
f o r e v e r  th e  w o u n d e d  C h r i s t .  
T h ro u g h  these  scars  w e rece ive  
the p rophesied  b lessing  “ by His 
stripes [wounds and scars] we are 
healed” (Isaiah 53:5, NKJV).

Thom as im m ediately  uttered a 
declaration  o f  faith and be lie f  to 
which Jesus responded, “ Because 
you have seen me, you have b e ­
lieved; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have b e l iev ed ” 
(John 20:29, NIV).

The deaf have a sign for Jesus. 
The middle finger of  each hand is 
placed into the palm o f  the other. 
J e s u s ,  th e  o n e  w i th  w o u n d e d  
hands. A nd when they touch the 
place, they remember. They hear 
the name in their own flesh. With-

“Be not unbelieving , but 
believ ing” (John 20:27, NASB).

out h e a r in g  the n am e,  they  b e ­
lieve. Without seeing, can you be­
lieve? His scars— your healing. 
M editate on: John 20:24-31 ^

Tom Floyd
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A Parable of Easter

priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and 
sa id ,  “ Sir, w e  r e m e m b e r  h o w  tha t  im p o s to r  sa id , 
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise 
aga in .’ Therefore, order the sepulchre to be m ade se­
cure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal 
him away, and tell the people he has risen from the 
dead, and the last fraud will be worse than the first.”

P i l a t e  s a id  to 
th e m ,  “ You h a v e  a 
g u a r d  o f  s o l d i e r s .  
G o ,  m a k e  it as  s e ­
cure as you can.” So 
they went and made 
the sepulchre secure 
by sealing the stone 
and setting a guard.

They hung him on 
th e  c r o s s  u n t i l  he 
d ie d .  T h e y  b u r ie d  
h im  in th e  to m b ,  
w h ic h  th e y  s e a le d  
an d  g u a r d e d .  T h en  
th e y  s to o d  b a c k ,  
dusted off their hands 
and said, “There, that 
ta kes  care  o f  th a t .” 
But He w as born to 
rise. And with an in­
evitability that swept 
away Pharisees, seal, 
stone, and guard, rise 
He did.

Ju s t  as the w a te r  
o f  an a r te s ia n  w ell 
c a n n o t  be s to p p e d ,  
so  H is  r i s i n g  ju s t  
c a m e .  T h e y  c o u ld  
n o t  s to p  it, t ry  as 
they might.

R e p r in te d  b y  p e rm is s io n  o f 
n  Hom iletics, a  publication o f C om m u- 
.0) n ication R eso urces, P .O . Box 26 2 5 , 
w  N orth  C anto n , O H  4 4 7 2 0 . H j-o n
CD ui

T
here  w as a g roup  o f  m en  with  a p ro b lem . 

They owned a lake fed by an artesian well, 
that is, a well o f  water that rises to the sur­
face under natural pressure from deep with­
in the earth, producing a steady stream o f  
clear, cold water. Their problem was that it 

was a swimming lake they owned and the water was 
a lw a y s  v e ry ,  v e ry  
cold. So they dec id­
ed  to  s o lv e  t h e i r  
problem.

T h ey  sank  a s ix-  
in c h  s te e l  p ip e  in 
concrete  and placed 
it over the well-head, 
d r iv ing  it deep  into 
th e  g r o u n d .  T h e y  
th rea d ed  the top  o f  
the pipe and on that 
placed a cap to finish 
the jo b .  T hey  m ade 
it secure! They stood 
back, dusted off their 
h a n d s  a n d  s a id ,
“ T h e r e ,  th a t  ta k e s  
care o f  that!”

But as they stood 
there, the irresistible 
force deep within the 
earth simply lifted it 
a l l ,  p ip e ,  c o n c re te ,  
and cap, right out of 
the ground. And the 
c o ld ,  c l e a r  w a te r  
again gushed forth.

How did Matthew 
p u t  it in to  w o r d s ?
The next day, that is, 
after the day of prep­
a r a t i o n ,  th e  c h i e f
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PREACHING
in the Face of Peril

BY DONNA FLETC H ER  CRO W

First in a series o f  Scenes From Our Heritage. The author o f  several 
historical novels, Donna Fletcher Crow uses that genre o f  writing to 

dramatize elements o f  our evangelical and holiness heritage.

T
here are so few people now who want to 

have any in tim ate spiritual assoc ia tion  
w ith  the 18th and  19th ce n tu r ie s  . . . 
W ho bothers at all now about the work 
and ach iev em en t  o f  o u r  g ran d fa th e rs ,  

and how much o f  what they knew have we already 
forgotten?” Dietrich Bonhoeffer asked in his Letters  
and Papers fro m  Prison.

With the hope o f  developing a vital spiritual associ­
ation with the founders o f  our faith, we can experi­
ence vicariously the lives of circuit riders in m id -18th 
century  E ngland as recorded by John Wesley. Here 
the historical events are shown to us by Phillip Ferrar, 
a ty p ic a l  f ie ld  p re a c h e r ,  and  fe l lo w  M e th o d is t s ,  
Catherine and Edward Peronnet:

They reached Sittingbourne in time for a late after­
noon meeting in a green, tree-encircled m eadow near 
the town. Their timing was perfect as the meeting a t­
tracted laborers leaving the fields for their evening 
meal. Soon a crowd of several hundred gathered. The 
rain ceased, a gentle, setting sun shone on the field, 
and Catherine hoped the service might proceed with­
out incident.

Phillip had barely begun to read his text from Mi- 
cah 6:8 and to preach on what it meant “to do justly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your G od ,” 
however, when a great shout began on the far side of 
the field. The rabble from town had brought an ox, 
which they vehemently attempted to drive among the 
congregation.

It was impossible for Phillip to preach in such an 
upheaval, so Ned jum ped  up beside him on the low 
stone wall and began a hymn-sing. The efforts o f  the 
d isorderly  were in vain, for the great w hite  ox ran 
round and round  the field, one w ay and the other, 
eluding the sticks which would drive him through the

middle o f  the crowd. At length he broke through the 
woods, leaving the worshipers rejoicing and praising 
God.

The next day, though, the service at Faversham  met 
more severe resistance. The M ethodist Society there 
had arranged for the preaching to take place at a little 
meetinghouse, but the vast numbers w ho thronged to 
the service quickly m ade it apparent that other accom ­
modations would be necessary. They moved a small 
wooden table into a nearby field, and Phillip mounted 
it to preach. He had no more than begun expounding 
on the text, “Repent ye, and believe the G ospel,” than 
a young m an rushed in, cursing and swearing vehe­
mently. He so disturbed those around him that they 
m oved to m ake him go away. “No, Brothers, Let him 
stay  if  he  w ill  ag ree  to be q u ie t .” P h il l ip  s topped  
them. The curses subsided to a mutter, and Phillip re­
sumed preaching.

“Repentance m eans an inward change, a change of 
m ind  from  sin to holiness ,  but first we m ust know 
ourselves sinners, yea, guilty, helpless sinners . . .”

“T h a t’s no way to talk to respectable folk. Parson!” 
The shout came from a young m an dressed as a gen­
tleman but with oddly bulging pockets.

At the sound of his voice the fellow in front of him 
turned around. “Why, if it isn ’t my old mate, Bradford 
W h i te !” He th rew  out his a rm s  and  em b ra ced  his 
f r iend , b u lg in g  po ck e ts  and  all. E ven  from  where 
C a th e r in e  stood  som e d is tance  away, the cracking 
sound was audible. Suddenly the air reeked with the 
stench o f  rotten eggs.

The crowd drew back, coughing and choking at the 
pungent sulphurous odor. W omen put handkerchiefs 
over their noses. The young man, dripping a sticky, 
yellow trail, beat a hasty retreat.

Phillip had no more than begun again on his topic
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A mob of ruffians drove a bull against Phillip’s 
table pulpit, trying to break up the service.

when a m ob of ruffians, perhaps inspired by tales of  
the ox the day before, rushed upon the crowd with a 
bull they had been baiting. They strove to drive him 
in among the people.

The drivers saw that their sticks and goads were not 
going to succeed with the beast. In desperation they 
tied ropes around his neck and dragged him through 
the people. The poor animal was so tired and bloody 
from having been beaten and torn by dogs and men 
that when his tormenters thrust him in front o f  Phillip, 
the greatest danger the bull represented was that o f 
b loody ing  the p re a c h e r ’s cassock . M ore than  once 
Phillip put his hand out to thrust the pitiful creature’s 
head away and prevent its blood from dripping on his 
clothes.

In the end, how ever, the ruffians alm ost won the 
day. They so pressed the bull against the small table 
Phillip was standing on that it began rocking danger­
ously. T he bull m oved  away, but was again driven 
against the table. This time the sound o f  splintering 
wood cracked through the air as Phillip fell toward 
the horns o f  the bull.

The quick thinking and strong arms of those who 
caught Phillip and bore him up on their shoulders pre­
vented disaster. The defeated rabble saw the preacher 
born aloft and trudged off, leading their bew ildered 
bull behind them. Phillip found a small rise of ground

where he could stand to finish his sermon.
“ . . . Self-will as well as pride, is a species of  idola­

try; and both are directly contrary to the love o f  God 
. . . Covetousness in every kind and degree, is certain­
ly contrary to the love o f  God, as is the love of m on­
ey, which is too frequently the root o f  all evil . . .

“Beloved, we are to repent, turn from our wicked 
ways, and seek the Saviour who loves us, who takes 
us in our sinful state— sin as vile to Him as the odor 
of those rotten eggs to us— and cleanses us, washes us 
free o f  all stench of sin, and makes our hearts whiter 
than snow.”

Ned again led in singing, and groups began praying 
all around the field that still bore spatters o f  rancid 
eggs and red drops o f  bull blood. Then yet another 
shout interrupted the prayers. This, from the man who 
had disrupted the service with curses before, but now 
his tone was far different. With both arms extended 
h eavenw ard  he dec la red  that he had been a sm u g ­
gler— and had his swag bag with him to prove it. “But 
I ’ll never do that no more. I ’m  resolved to ’ave the 
Lord for my G od.”

Donna Fletcher Crow is a lifelong Nazarene. She is the au­
thor of The Cambridge Collection, a four-book series on 
our evangelical heritage, and GLASTONBURY, A Novel of 
Christian England. ^
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THE FAMILY ALB
A d v e n tu re s  in C hr is t ia n  Paren t ing

Road Trip!
These two words probably strike 

more fear among parents of 
todd lers  than any other. 

T h e y ’re right up there with "The 
principal called today . . and “Are 
you sanctified?” Before we had our 
two kids, we used to watch other par­
ents begin to shake uncontrollably, 
eyelids twitching, whenever these 
two words were mentioned. We used 
to wonder what the big deal was.

Well, 10 hours, two suitcases, three 
shoulder bags, two diaper bags, one 
box of Kleenex, one six pack of apple 
juice, one “special” pillow, and a box 
of wet wipes later, we jo ined  the 
ranks of eyelid twitchers. Our trip 
was to be a little jaunt of five hours 
up the interstate to celebrate Jerry’s 
grandfather’s 90th birthday. Jerry's 
folks were going to be there, and we 
thought it would be nice to get some 
pictures of four generations of the 
Cohagan clan. We decided to leave 
the evening before and drive most of 
the way and spend the night in a nice 
motel. As we pulled the van out of 
the driveway, all was bliss. Chase, 
our two-and-a-half-year-old, was in 
his car seat behind Daddy, clutching 
his “special” pillow and excitedly 
saying, "I going to Neveraska!" Tori 
was in her seat next to him, smiling 
angelically.

We don’t know, maybe it’s some­
thing to do with interstates. But the 
second we started down the entrance 
ramp of 1-35, the imp of road trips 
hitched a ride with us. It started with 
Chase tapping out a rhythm to go 
along with his 20-minute chant of "I 
going to Neveraska!” by kicking the 
back of Daddy’s seat. After several 
requests, Chase stopped—just long 
enough to notice that Tori was asleep. 
Maybe he d idn’t want her to miss 
anything, but Chase proceeded to hit

BY JERRY AND LYNDA COHAGAN

Tori in the face with his “special” pil­
low. She let out a h ig h -p itch ed  
scream that has been known to open 
our garage door. Mommy quickly 
rep rim anded  C hase  who said, 
“ Sow ee, T ow i.” “ S o w ee” w a s n ’t 
enough and Tori continued to trumpet 
her anxiety in Mommy’s and Daddy's 
ears. Chase obviously didn’t care for 
her wailing either, and since he knew

T w o  w eary  
w arriors, w hose  
faith had sorely  
been tested, 
finally  pulled  
into the m otel.

better than to hit her with his pillow, 
he smacked her with his hand and 
yelled, "Stop kwying, Towi!” This 
only increased  the decibel level. 
About the time things settled down, 
Chase reached over and smacked Tori 
again.

Since Daddy was driving, it fell to 
Mommy to deal with all this. At one 
point she sat between them. Then she 
and Tori sat in the very back row of 
the van, leaving Chase free to kick 
Daddy’s seat while Daddy tried to 
drive with one hand and futilely reach 
around with the o ther  and push 
Chase’s leg away.

Since Tori show ed no signs of 
stopping her aria, and it seemed more 
im portan t that Daddy keep both 
hands on the wheel. Mommy eventu­
ally ended up leaving Tori in her car 
seat in the back. But not before turn­

ing it around so Tori’s howls were on­
ly at the moon through the rear win­
dow. This  way, M ommy could at 
least hear herself howling at Chase to 
stop kicking Daddy’s seat!

It was at this point that Daddy elo­
quently uttered the maxim found in 
some defective gene in all fathers: 
"Do I have to stop this car!” It’s been 
said through the ages and can even be 
read in hieroglyphics on cave walls: 
“Do I have to stop this dinosaur!" It 
can be found  on scro lls  in the 
Mideast: “ I’ll stop this chariot right 
now, if I have to!”

About 10 minutes from the motel, 
our fiendish hitchhiker must have 
gotten bored with his victory, because 
both our cherubs were in deep REM. 
And two weary road warriors, whose 
faith had sorely been tested, finally 
pulled into the motel.

The next day, we smiled as Chase 
pushed toy cars among the legs of oc­
togenarians,  and Tori was passed 
from one age-spotted  hand to the 
next. We watched how life comes full 
circle: one generation passing on to 
the next the importance of family. We 
live in an age where families are in­
creasingly spread out, often separated 
by thousands of miles, if not the geo­
graphic kind, then the spiritual kind. 
Those miles we’d come seemed pret­
ty insignificant compared to the light 
in our nine-months-old’s eyes as she 
sat blissfully on the lap of her 90- 
year-old great-grandad. And the deci­
bel level of our trip diminished to a 
whisper next to Chase’s giggles as his 
great-granddad found all his ticklish 
spots. Was it worth it? Sure! We’ve 
got the snapshots to prove it.
Jerry Cohagan is one half, of the 
comedy/drama duo, Hicks and Co­
hagan. Lynda is a high school En­
glish teacher in Olathe, Kansas.
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BY KEN BIBLE”

Is a r'c h b lend  of songs, sp o ­
ken word, a n d  ins trum enta l  m usic  providing lis­
tening app ea l  a n d  devotional impact.

h e lp s  th e  read e r  realize a n d  re ­
sp o n d  to G o d 's  p resen ce  th rough  m ed ita t ions ,  
scriptures, a n d  prayers.

The recording a n d  book  e n h a n c e  a n d  co m p le ­
m en t  e a c h  o th e r .  R a th e r  th a n  d u p l ica t in g  the 
sam e  material,  each  can  s ta n d  alone. Separately  
or together, they lead you tow ard  a more satisfy­
ing life in G o d ’s personal presence.
HHTA-4007C Cassette $10 .88
HHDC-4007 Compact Disc $14 .88
HH188-285-4004  Book $9.95

( M a t

TO ORDER CALL: 1-800-877-0700

In December, the Board of Pensions and 
Benefits USA paid a one-time “ 13th month” 
bonus benefit to over 3,700 pension recipients 
on the “ Basic” Pension Roll. This meant that 
their regular December check was doubled. 
The bonus prompted hundreds of “Thank You” 
letters. Although directed to the Pensions 
office, their message was intended for you who 
have made the benefits possible through 
support of the P&B Fund. Here are some 
excerpts:

"T hank  you so much for the 13th month 
check. My husband has Parkinson’s Disease 
and needed a chair with a lift which we have 
been able to purchase with the money."

“ My father, who is a retired Nazarene 
minister, knew immediately what he would do 
with the bonus. He used it for Christmas gifts 
for his grandchildren which he would not have 
been able to do otherwise."

"The 13th month check was especially an 
answer to prayer since large dental and car 
expenses this month ruined our budget.”

"Any unexpected money that I receive such 
as the 13th month check, I put in a special 
fund to pay expenses to go to General 
Assembly in July. Thank you very much.”

“ The 13th month bonus benefit check could 
not have come at a better time. It serves to 
meet some real needs. May God richly bless 
you."

"Thank you for the special bonus check and 
for the love in which I feel it was given."

Your continuing support of the P&B Fund 
assures these servants of the Church that you 
care and that you are helping to provide a 
more adequate retirement income.
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1991 Statistical Report Released

MEMBERSHIP CONTINUES UPWARD TREND
M e m b e r s h i p  in th e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  
N azarene  increased  in 1992 by 6 .84%  
(68,640) to 1,070,790, according to the 
a n n u a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  r e l e a s e d  by 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  J a c k  S to n e .  T h i s  
com pares  to 5 .73%  grow th in 1991.

M em bersh ip  gain in the U.S. region 
w as 1.9% (10,910), w hich  is about one- 
h a l f  p e rce n t  h ig h e r  than  the p re v io u s  
y e a r .  T h e  C a n a d a  re g io n  r e c o r d e d  a 
m em bersh ip  gain o f  2 .39%  (262), while 
o th e r  w o r ld  re g io n s  g re w  by  13 .77%  
(57,468).

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  by  
regions for the year was: Africa, 9 .25%  
(99,061); Asia-Pacific, 6 .86%  (73,504); 
C a n a d a ,  1 .05%  (1 1 ,2 1 3 ) ;  C a r ib b e a n ,  
8 . 2 1 %  ( 8 7 , 8 7 6 ) ;  E u r a s i a ,  5 . 2 3 %  
( 5 6 ,0 0 2 ) ;  M e x ic o ,  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ,  
7 .28%  (77,982); South America, 7.51%- 
(8 0 ,4 0 8 ) ;  a n d  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  5 4 .6 1 %  
(584,744).

At least 101,636 persons  jo in ed  the 
c h u r c h  b y  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  ( a n  
in c r e a se  o f  2 1 ,4 7 8  o v e r  1991). W ith  
7 ,228  rece iv ed  fro m  o th e r  d e n o m in a ­
t i o n s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  1 0 8 ,8 6 4  n e w  
Nazarenes.

T he  n u m b e r  o f  o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h e s  
grew by 435 to 10,599, while the n u m ­
ber o f  districts c l im bed  by 13 to 305.

There were 11,618 ordained elders in 
the Church  o f  the Nazarene  in 1992 (a 
gain o f  188). L icensed ministers totaled 
4 ,676  (a gain  o f  109). T he  n u m b er  o f  
ordained deacons grew  by 13 to 181.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
increased by 4 to 581.

A verage m orn ing  worship  attendance

w as 4 7 7 ,1 4 7  in the U n ited  S ta tes  and  
1 0 ,5 0 9  in  C a n a d a .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  
declines from  1991 o f  198 in the U.S. 
an d  2 7 0  in C a n a d a .  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  
w orship  a ttendance  was 244 ,709  in the 
U.S. and 4 ,2 00  in C anada. T h is  rep re ­
sen ts  a dec l in e  from  1991 in av e rag e  
ev e n in g  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  3 ,0 2 2  an d  294  
respectively.

W o r l d w i d e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  e n r o l l ­
m en t increased by 11,337 to 1.334,680, 
a l though  the S unday  Schoo l r e s p o n s i­
b i l i t y  l i s t  ( e n r o l l m e n t )  in  th e  U .S .  
decreased by 7,553 to 852,546. W o r ld ­
w id e  w e e k ly  a v e ra g e  S u n d a y  S ch o o l  
a t te n d a n c e  o f  678 ,461  re p re se n ted  an 
increase o f  12,750. In the U.S.. average 
attendance  increased by 101.

N Y I  r e c o r d e d  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  
276,036, an increase o f  18,909 in 8,363 
societies, while N W M S  repor ted  8,656 
s o c i e t i e s  w i th  a m e m b e r s h i p  o f  
610,263. This represents an increase o f  
20 ,056  mem bers .

In giving, N azarenes  gave  a total o f  
$ 4 8 6 , 3 1 3 , 9 4 9  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s ,  an  
increase  o f  $ 1 7 ,83 7 ,49 7  (3 .81 % ) ov e r  
1991. Per capita  giv ing by the in terna­
tional church  was $45 4 .16  (a decrease  
o f  $13.31) d is tr ibuted  as follows: local, 
$36 8 .65  (81% ); d is tr ic t ,  $23.61 (5% ); 
e d u c a t io n ,  $ 1 2 .3 8  (3 % );  and  gen e ra l .  
$49.52 (11 %).

Per capita  giving by regions for 1992 
w a s :  A f r i c a ,  $ 2 5 . 2 1 ;  A s i a - P a c i f i c ,  
$150 .99 ; C anad a ,  $874 .74 ; C aribbean ,  
$26.90; Eurasia, $104.64; Mexico, C e n ­
tral A m erica ,  $73 .32 ; S ou th  A m erica ,  
$19.90; and United States, $762.17.

STUDENTS FAST FOR SOMALIA
N azaren e  co llege  s tuden ts  in the U.S. 
and C anada  held a special fast on Ash 
W ednesday  (Feb. 24) to raise m oney for 
c o m p a s s io n a t e  m in is t r i e s  p ro je c ts  in 
Somalia .

The fast is an annual event sponsored 
by  the  N a z a re n e  S tu d e n t  L e a d e r s h ip  
Conference (N SLC) in m em ory  o f  Kurt 
F i n k b e i n e r .  F i n k b e i n e r  w a s  s t u d e n t  
body pres iden t at N orthw est N azarene  
College and co-chairm an o f  the 1989-90 
N SLC  before he drowned in 1989— the 
night before his graduation.

On Feb. 24, students from Nazarene 
cam puses fasted one meal, setting aside

the m oney  for the annual compassionate  
ministries project.

In 1992, the N S L C  Fast raised more 
than $4,000 to assist refugees and ch il­
dren in the Middle East.

“ S tuden ts  are he lp in g  to resp on d  to 
the g raphic  needs  o f  the S om al ia  p e o ­
ple,” said T im  Mastin,. p rogram  coord i­
nator for Nazarene C om pass ionate  M in­
is tries. “ W ith  the new  opp o r tun ity  for 
United Nations peace-keep ing  forces to 
bring  a level o f  stabil ity  to prev iously  
unstable areas, N C M  is working to con­
tinue to provide substantial relief to the 
suffering Somalia  people .”

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
ESTABLISHED FOR 
FUTURE MISSIONARIES
Future missionaries  will be able to pa r­
ticipate in a new  m issionary  internship 
p rogram  at N azarene  T heolog ica l  S e m ­
inary. T he  p rogram  has been developed  
for N TS s tudents  preparing  to serve as 
missionaries.  It was form ed by the s e m ­
inary, the W orld  M ission D ivis ion, and 
the K ansas City  District.

T he  idea for the program  began  last 
yea r .  T h a t ’s w h e n  D a v id  H a y se ,  p e r ­
sonnel coord ina to r  fo r  the W orld  M is ­
sion Divis ion; C harles  G ailey , director 
o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  W o r l d  M i s s i o n  at 
N T S ; and  K eith  W rig h t ,  K a n sa s  C ity  
d is trict super in tendent,  d iscovered  that 
each  had  a d ream  for  linking p ro spec ­
tive missionaries  with the g row ing  e th ­
nic population  in K ansas City.

U n d e r  th e  n e w  p r o g r a m ,  p e r s o n s  
w ho  co m e  to N TS  for  m issionary  train­
ing will be p laced under  a  m en to r  in a 
K o r e a n ,  L a o t i a n ,  S p a n i s h ,  A f r i c a n -  
Am erican , o r  C am bo d ian  Church  o f  the 
N a z a r e n e .  T h e s e  c o n g r e g a t io n s  will 
serve as learning laboratories, co m p le ­
m e n t i n g  th e  s t u d e n t s ’ c l a s s r o o m  
instruction at the sem inary . An adviso­
ry c o m m i t t e e  c o m p o s e d  o f  d is t r i c t ,  
sem inary , and W orld  Mission Division 
representatives will gu ide  the students’ 
developm ent.

“T h is  p ro g ram  is a perfec t  example 
o f  how , w o rk ing  toge ther ,  the various 
entities o f  the church  can  make a strong 
contr ibu t ion  to each other, but most of 
a l l ,  to  th e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d , ” sa id  
R o b er t  H. S co tt ,  W o r ld  M iss io n  d iv i­
sion director.

Larry Lott, pastor of Blue Hills Church of 
the Nazarene in Kansas City, M o., serves 
as mentor to Nazarene Theological Semi­
nary student Tori Owens.
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BRITISH CHURCH CATCHES 
VISION FOR ROMANIA
A v is io n  b o rn  a t  th e  f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  
N aza ren e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  M i n i s t r i e s  
Conference in Hanau, G erm any , in 1991 
has become a reality for a Nazarene pas­
tor and  his c o n g re g a t io n  in E n g la n d .  
F r e d e r ic k  G r o s s m i t h ,  p a s t o r  o f  
C lee th o rp es ,  E n g la n d ,  C h u rc h  o f  the  
Nazarene, attended the conference with 
two m em bers  o f  his congregation. They 
returned with a burden  to do som ething 
to help provide m inis try  and  assistance 
to people in Eastern Europe.

The result w as R om -A id ,  a c o m p a s ­
sionate minis tries project to  the people  
of Romania. Since the beginning o f  the 
new m in is try  in late 1991, the ch u rch  
has p r o v i d e d  a id  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  the  
Romanian town o f  Sighisoara, T ransy l­
vania.

Known as the hom e o f  D racu la 's  cas ­
tle, the town has w iths tood thousands o f  
y ea rs  o f  a g g r e s s i o n .  I t s  g o t h i c  a n d  
Renaissance-style buildings are rem ark­
ably preserved. H ow ever ,  the tow n suf­
fe red  u n d e r  th e  C o m m u n i s t  r u l e  o f  
Nicolae C eaucescu. Its people  continue 
to fee l  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
social hardships.

“ A lth o u g h  th ree  y ea rs  h av e  p a sse d  
since the execution  o f  C eaucescu , ch il­
dren are st ill pou r in g  into the o rp h a n ­
ages, left abandoned , or forced to beg on 
the s t r e e t s , ” s a id  G r o s s m i t h .  “ In the  
winter, children seek w arm th  w herever  
they can find it.”

R om -A id began  supply  sh ipm ents  in 
September 1992 with more than 50 tons 
of food and  m ed ic in e s .  A n o th e r  sh ip ­
ment is p lanned  for April.

At least 30  vo lu n tee rs  ac co m p an ie d  
the f i rs t  sh ip m e n t ,  t r av e l in g  a b o a rd  a 
d o u b le -d e c k e r  bus  fo r  the 4 ,0 0 0 -m i le  
journey to Sighisoara. W hile  there, they 
d is tributed the food  and  p resen ted  the 
medicines to the local medica l facilities. 
The group  a lso provided toys to children 
in the to w n ’s orphanages and hospitals. 
In addition, they repain ted  50 orphanage 
co ts ,  s a n d i n g  o f f  th e  o ld  l e a d - b a s e d  
paint and replacing it with a safer kind.

T h e  C le e th o rp e s  C h u rc h  h a s  taken  
steps to continue  its com passionate  m in ­
istries efforts  in R om ania, as well as at 
hom e. T h e  c h u rc h  r e c e n t ly  a c q u i r e d  
o f f i c e  s p a c e  o n  a m a i n  h i g h w a y  in 
Cleethorpes for R om -A id  and  C om pass

B Y  M A R K  G R A H A M  and T O M  F E L D E R

The mayor of Sighisoara, Romania (r.), pre­
sents a plaque to Nazarene pastor Freder­
ick Grossmith in appreciation of the work 
of Rom-Aid in his city. Rom-Aid secretary 
Joy Osborne looks on.

Ministry, their local com passionate  m in­
istry organization.

T he group also has published a coo k ­
b o o k  c o n t a i n i n g  f a v o r i t e  r e c i p e s  o f  
m a n y  w e l l -k n o w n  B r i ta in s ,  inc lu d in g  
P r i n c e  C h a r l e s  a n d  P r i n c e s s  D ia n a ,  
Prime M inister  John Major, professional 
athletes, and actors.  The proceeds from 
the cook bo ok  will be used to purchase 
supplies for Romania.

G ro ssm ith  and  the R o m -A id  v o lu n ­
teers have  w orked  closely  with Health 
Aid, ano ther Nazarene-led com pass ion­
ate m in is tr ies  project.  H ealth  Aid was 
established by Paul Tarrant, a  Nazarene 
physician  in Erskine, Scotland. Tarrant 
has been organizing team s o f  health p ro­
f e s s io n a l s  to  t r a v e l  to  R o m a n i a  an d  
A lb an ia  to p rov ide  m ed ica l ass is tance  
and expertise at facilities in those cou n ­
tries.

W hile  in Rom ania , the group  works 
c lo se ly  w ith  N aza ren e  m iss ion a ry  Jon 
Scott.

ULLENAS PRESENTS MUSIC 
AND DRAMA CONFERENCES
M o re  th a n  7 6 0  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d e d  the 
Lillenas Music and D ram a  C onferences 
Feb. 4 -6  in K ansas  C ity . T he  c o n fe r ­
ences  fea tu red  w o rksho ps ,  d ram a  and 
m u s ic  r e a d in g s ,  a n d  sp e c i a l  p e r f o r ­
mances.

“T h e  eva lu a t io n s  w ere  very  g o o d ,” 
said Paul Miller,  developer o f  Lillenas 
d r a m a  r e s o u r c e s .  “ T h e r e  w a s  m o r e  
depth in terms o f  course offerings and 
we broadened our leadership.”

A ccord ing  to Miller,  the d ram a co n ­
ference seems to be gaining in p opu la r­
ity. “ C h r is t ia n  th e a te r  and  the  use o f  
d ram a in worship  has attracted a lot o f  
in t e r e s t , ” M i l l e r  sa id . “T h is  is no t  a 
fad .” M iller  a tt r ibu tes  this interest, in 
part, to the success o f  d ram a ministries 
in c h u rc h e s  u s ing  the  W il lo w  C ree k  
m odel o f  worship. W illow  Creek C o m ­
munity Church, located north o f  C h ica­
g o ,  h a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  in a c t i v i t i e s  
des igned  to attract non-believers  to its 
services.

“This  was a very successful con fe r­
e n c e , ” s a id  J o h n  M a t th i a s ,  L i l l e n a s  
m a r k e t i n g  d i r e c t o r  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  
coordinator, "H av ing  more room  was a 
definite plus .”

F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e ,  th e  m u s ic  an d  
d ram a  co n ferences  w ere he ld  at s e p a ­
rate loca t ions .  T h e  d ra m a  c o n fe ren ce  
w as  h e ld  at K a n s a s  C i ty ,  M o . ,  F ir s t  
C h u rc h ,  w h i le  the  m u s ic  c o n fe r e n c e  
w a s  h e ld  a t  O la th e ,  K a n s . ,  C o l l e g e  
Church. The separate locations allowed 
Lillenas to add several new w orkshops 
and to expand  the keyboard  and piano 
im provisation m aster classes.

PLNC TO ESTABLISH ENGLISH INSTITUTE
P o in t  L o m a  N a z a r e n e  C o l l e g e  w i l l  
establish the Point L om a English Insti­
tute (PLEI), a program  to assist students 
from Pacific Rim areas and around the 
w o rld ,  acco rd in g  to J im  B ond , P L N C  
president. The  institute will be a school 
o f  intensive English  study with students 
a ttending class for five to six hours per 
day  fo r  f ive d ays  a w eek . N o  co llege  
credit will be given for participation.

“Students w ant to com e to college in 
A m e r i c a  b u t  th e y  h a v e  d i f f i c u l ty  in 
t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  s k i l l s , ” s a i d  D a v i d  
S t r a w n ,  P L N C  d e a n  o f  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  
"T hey  m ay  know  how  to read and write

w e ll ,  b u t  w h e n  th ey  a re  in the  c la s s ­
ro o m  they  m ay  no t  be able  to  u n d e r ­
stand the lectures. PLEI will help those 
students to succeed .”

The new program  will be directed by 
N a n c y  Z u m w a lt .  A 1961 g ra d u a te  o f  
Pasadena College, Z um w alt  has a m a s ­
te r ' s  degree  in social sc ience  and  E n ­
glish as a second language. She and her 
husband, Bill, served as missionaries to 
T a iw an  for 18 years.

In addition to hiring staff and  setting 
up curr iculum, Z um w alt  will visit sev­
e ra l  c i t ie s  a ro u n d  the P ac if ic  R im  to 
prom ote  the program.
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Washington Pacific District Superintendent Hugh Smith (r.) shares his thoughts during a 
panel discussion on integrative leadership. Pictured with him are panel members Bill Sul­
livan, Church Growth division director (I.), and Loren Gresham, president Southern  
Nazarene University.

LEADERS MEET IN SAN DIEGO
District superin tendents and deno m in a­
tional leade rs  g a th e red  in San  D iego , 
C a l i f . ,  F e b .  1 3 - 1 6 ,  f o r  th e  a n n u a l  
N a z a re n e  L e a d e r ’s C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e  
them e o f  the conference was "O u r  C o n ­
tinuing M ission— Preaching, Teaching, 
Equipping, and Enabling .”

The conference included plenary and 
w o rsh ip  sess ions ,  ju r isd ic t io n a l  m e e t ­
ings w ith  the genera l  su per in tenden ts ,  
workshops, and free time for relaxation 
and recreation.

G eorge  Hunter III, author and church 
grow th expert, was the special speaker 
f o r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  J o h n  B o w l i n g ,  
O liv e t  N aza ren e  U n ivers i ty  p res iden t,  
also spoke, along with G eneral Superin­
tenden ts  Je ra ld  D. Joh nson ,  R ay m o n d  
W. Hurn, and E ugene  L. Stowe. H u m  
and  S to w e  p re s e n te d  the ir  f inal m e s ­
sages to the L ead er 's  Conference  before 
their retirement at this su m m e r ’s G e n e r ­
al Assem bly.

Several w orkshops and panel d iscus­
sions were p lanned  for the superinten-

F re d  W e n g e r ,  a m e m b e r  o f  M u n c ie ,  
Ind., Southside Church  o f  the Nazarene, 
w as  e le c te d  to  the  In d ia n a  H o u se  o f  
Representatives in N ovem ber. He rep ­
resents District 34.

A law yer,  W e n g e r  is very  active in 
his local church. He serves as a Sunday 
S c h o o l  t e a c h e r  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  the 
c h u rc h  b o a rd .  He has a lso  s e rv ed  on 
sev e ra l  N o r th e a s te rn  Ind ian a  D is tr ic t  
boards  and has been a de lega te  to  the 
G eneral Assem bly.

W e n g e r 's  father,  Russell, served as a 
pastor on the Northeastern Indiana Dis-

den ts .  J e r ry  P orte r ,  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  
the  W a s h in g to n  D is t r ic t ,  p r e s e n te d  a 
w o r k s h o p  o n  “ H o w  to  P r e p a r e  a n d  
E m p o w e r  O th e rs  in O u r  M iss ion  F u l­
fi l lm ent .’’ O ther  w orkshops  focused on 
e n t i ty  r e l a t i o n s h ip s ,  p a s to ra l  r e v ie w ,  
and the chrurch in crisis. The super in ten­
d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  b r i e f e d  o n  G e n e r a l  
A s s e m b l y  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t s ,  
including the C om m iss ion  on the Inter­
national Church  and the N azarene  U n i­
fied Pension Plan.

Music at the conference was provided 
by Point L om a Nazarene College music 
g r o u p s  i n c l u d i n g  th e  P L N C  C h o i r ,  
directed by Keith Pagan; the PL N C  Jazz 
B a n d ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  D a n  N e l s o n ;  an d  
E xalta tion , d irec ted  by R odney  Cathy . 
"T h e  j a z z  ban d  and  E xa lta t io n  d id  an 
excellent jo b  o f  couching  the gospel in 
con tem porary  m usic  styles,” said W e s­
ley Tracy, editor o f  the H era ld  o f  H o li­
ness. “The music was true to the gospel, 
ye t  p re sen te d  in a s ty le  a c c e p ta b le  to 
to d ay ’s contem porary  audience.”

trict for several years.
S te v e  H a rr i so n ,  26, w a s  e le c te d  to 

the W est  Virgin ia  H ouse o f  Delegates. 
T h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W . V a . ,  b a n k e r  
rece iv ed  the  h ig h es t  n u m b e r  o f  v o tes  
am o ng  e ight cand ida tes  try ing  for  one 
o f  the four seats in his district.

A l o n g - t i m e  m e m b e r  o f  C a l v a r y  
Church  in Charles ton, W .Va.,  Harrison 
a n d  h is  w ife ,  K r is te n ,  h av e  r e c e n t ly  
m o v ed  to  C ro ss  L anes ,  W .V a . ,  w here  
they attend T yler  Heights Church. Mrs. 
Harrison was a m em ber  o f  the G lascow , 
W .V a.,  Church prior to their marriage.

EVANGELISM TAKES 
SPOTLIGHT
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  and 
E v a n g e l i s m  M in is t r i e s  c o m b i n e d  for 
tw o w eeks o f  special evangelis t ic  activ­
ities in K ansas City  recently. A School 
o f  E vange lism  w as held  Feb. 4 -6 , fol­
l o w e d  by  th e  N T S  G r e a t  W e e k  of 
E vange lism  E m po w erm en t Feb. 9-12.

Sponsored  by E vangelism  Ministries, 
the School o f  E vangelism  p rov ided  per­
sonal evange l ism  training for m ore than 
6 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  P r e s e n t e r s  f o r  the 
w o rk s h o p  in c lu d e d  B e v e r ly  B urgess ,  
personal evange l ism  p rogram  manager 
f o r  E v a n g e l i s m  M i n i s t r i e s ;  K e i th  
W rig h t ,  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the Kansas 
C ity  D is t r ic t ;  C h a r le s  (C h ic )  Shaver,  
N T S  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e v a n g e l i s m ;  and  
J e s s e  M i d d e n d o r f ,  s e n i o r  p a s t o r ,  
K a n s a s  C i t y  F i r s t  C h u r c h  o f  the 
Nazarene.

T h e  w o rk sh o p s  p ro v id ed  c lassroom  
in s tru c t io n  in p e rson a l  e v a n g e l i sm  as 
well as on-the-job  training.

T h e  G r e a t  W e e k  o f  E v a n g e l i s m  
E m po w erm en t w as sponsored  by NTS. 
Special speakers  in chapel services and 
l u n c h e o n s  i n c l u d e d ;  J o h n  W e s l e y  
W hite ,  associate  evangel is t  for the Billy 
G r a h a m  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  L e w i s  D r u m ­
m ond. Billy G ra h a m  professor o f  evan­
g e l i s m  a t  B e e s o n  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o l ;  
R i c h a r d  J a c k s o n ,  f o r m e r  p a s t o r  o f  
N orth  P hoen ix .  Ariz.,  Baptis t  Church; 
and  R obert  C o lem an , d irec tor o f  World 
E v a n g e l i s m  a t  T r i n i t y  E v a n g e l i c a l  
D iv in i ty  S c h o o l  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  the 
Billy G ra h a m  C en te r  at W heaton  C o l­
lege.

In addition  to the chapel services, the 
w e e k  o f  e v a n g e l i s m  in c lu d e d  w o rk ­
s h o p s  a n d  s m a l l  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n  
times.

Jesse Middendorf, senior pastor of Kansas 
City First Church, addresses a group of 
pastors, laypersons, and students during 
the Kansas City School of Evangelism. The 
school was sponsored by Evangelism Min­
istries.

NAZARENES ELECTED TO STATE OFFICE
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1993 GENERAL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The fo llo w in g  rep re sen ts  item s o f  s ig ­
n ificance  th a t w ere  m e n tio n e d  in  the
reports p re se n te d  to  the G enera l B o a rd
at its 1993 session .

CHURCH GROWTH DIVISION
Bill Sullivan, Director
• 81,188 new  N azarenes
• First m ee t in g  o f  M ulticu ltu ra l  M in ­

istries Council
• 119 W ork  and  W itn ess  te am s  w ere 

involved in p rojects  in the U.S. and 
Canada

• 4 3 0  C h a p la i n s  (1 6 5  f u l l - t im e  a n d  
265 part-time)

• 548 churches o rgan ized  w orldw ide
• 4 7 2  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d  r e g i s te r e d  

evangelists
• 11.618 o rd a ined  elders  and  deacons  

worldwide (gain o f  188)
• 4 ,676 licensed ministers
• 2.781 w om en  a ttended W IL C O N  111 

conferences in eight locations
• C h u r c h  G r o w t h  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  

co m p le ted  the c h u rch es  and  church  
m e m b e rsh ip  c e n su s  in the U .S. for 
the A s s o c i a t io n  o f  S ta t i s t i c i a n s  o f  
A m erican Relig ious bodies

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Paul Skiles, Director
• Publica tions In ternational published  

eight new  Spanish  books; eight new 
P o r t u g u e s e  b o o k s ;  a n d  t w o  n e w  
books in French

• P ublica tions  In ternat ional co m b ined  
all English  m ater ia ls  ( fo rm erly  E S L  
and cross-cultural)  under  the label o f  
“ ln tercu l tu ra l  E n g l i sh ” and  adop ted  
label o f  “G lobal English S eries” for 
all student materia ls

• B eg an  p u b l i sh in g  in te rcu l tu ra l  E n ­
glish m ateria ls  under  the new C h a p ­
man Press tradem ark

• 1 1 ,7 5 0  b o o k s  d i s t r i b u t e d  th r o u g h  
“ Books in M iss ion” program

• M e d i a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o v i d e d  
a u d i o / v i s u a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  v a r i o u s  
m eet ings  and  co n fe rences  inc lud ing  
the 1992 G enea l  B oard , m iss ion a ry  
w o r k s h o p ,  a n d  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
T E A C H  conferences

• M edia International p roduced  aw ards 
p re s e n ta t io n  fo r  E v a n g e l i c a l  P ress  
A ssociation

• M ed ia  In te rna t iona l p ro d u ced  audio  
and v ideo tapes for a variety o f  e d u ­
cational and  prom otional purposes

• 20 book  m anuscrip ts  were approved 
for publication by the book co m m it­
tee

• T h e  H e ra ld  o f  H o lin e s s  p r in ted  12 
issues w ith  devo tio na l  he lps ,  new s, 
and  art ic les on denom ina t iona l  p ro ­
gram s and social issues

EDUCATION BOARD
Stephen Nease, Commissioner
• 1 5 ,4 0 3  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in 36  

N aza ren e  underg rad ua te  and  g ra d u ­
ate institutions w orldw ide

• C o m p le ted  G u id e lin es  f o r  R e c o g n i­
tion o f  U ndergradua te  a n d  G raduate  
L e v e l In s titu tio n s  o f  th e  C h u rch  o f  
the  N azarene

FINANCE DIVISION
D. Moody Gunter, Director
• 2 ,030  families assisted with wills by 

Planned G iv ing
• $4 ,434 ,783  received by church  en ti­

ties through m atured  wills and trusts
• N ear ly  3 ,900  re t irees  se rved  by the 

“b as ic” pension plan with total ben e ­
fit paym ents  o f  m ore than $7.5 m il­
lion

• 9 0 .0 4 %  denom ina t io na l  p ay m en t  o f  
P e n s io n  a n d  B en e f i t s  F u n d  w ith  9 
districts pay ing  100% or  more

• 1,821 c h u rc h e s  a w a rd e d  the  S te w ­
ardship H o no r  Roll

• 2 ,976 churches in the U.S. and C an a­
da  paid their budgets  in full (56% )

• 50  new  loan s  added  to the G enera l  
C hurch  Loan Fund for  a  total princi­
pal am oun t o f  $4 ,073,068

• M ore than $6.6 mill ion received for 
the 1992 T han ksg iv in g  O ffering  for 
W orld  E vangelism

GENERAL SECRETARY
Jack Stone
• C h u r c h  m e m b e r s h i p  g r o w t h  o f  

6 .85%  to 1,070,790
• 13 new  districts for a total o f  305
• $486 ,313 ,949  paid by N azarenes for 

all purposes
• 258 new e ld e r ’s credentials  issued in 

the U.S. and C anada  and 166 in o ther 
world areas

• C red en tia ls  o f  4 0  e lders  f rom  o ther  
denom ina tions  recognized

• 26 new  deacons  ordained in the U.S. 
and C anada

GENERAL TREASURER
Norman 0. Miller
• $ 5 2 .2  m i l l io n  to tal in c o m e  fo r  the  

general church
• $14 .5  m il l io n  rec e iv ed  for  m iss io n  

specials
• $ 3 2  m i l l io n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  G e n e r a l  

Budget (+7.9%)

SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRIES
Phil Riley, Director
• C a ra v a n  in t ro d u c e d  L e ro y  H a y n e s  

aw ard
• R e leased  tw o  new  ti tles in the D ia­

l o g u e  s e r i e s ;  T u r n in g  P o in ts  a n d  
L ess S tress, P lease

• 3 0  c h u r c h e s  r e p o r t e d  m o r e  th a n  
1,000 in a t tendance  on E as te r  S u n ­
day 1992

• 267,319 NYI m em bers  worldwide
• C e l e b r a t e d  2 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  

N IR O G A
• 22,356 C L T  credits awarded
• C onducted  8 o f  16 National Sunday 

S c h o o l  T e a c h e r  T r a in i n g  C o n f e r ­
ences

WORLD MISSION DIVISION
Robert H. Scott, Director
• 610 ,2 63  N W M S  m e m b e rs  in 8 ,656 

societies
• Entered nine new world areas
• 105 world areas
• 581 missionaries
• 375 W o rk  and  W itn e ss  team s  w ith  

6,297 participants
• M o re  than  $2.1 m i l l io n  ra i s e d  for  

A labaster offering
• $2 .7  m il l io n  g iven  N aza ren e  C o m ­

passionate  Ministries Fund
• 24%  increase in the num ber o f  Phase 

4 regular districts in W orld  Mission 
regions

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Robert Foster, Manager
• 436 ,112  copies o f  new books printed
• L i l l e n a s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y  

r e l e a s e d  10 n e w  c h o r a l  b o o k s ,  1 
vocal duet collection, 5 instrumental 
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  14 d r a m a  b o o k s ,  16 
octavos, and 16 recordings

• C o m p le ted  ed it ing , typesett ing ,  and 
proofreading for  first four edit ions o f  
new hym nal.  Sing  To The L ord

• More than 3,000 calls were received 
weekly  on the toll-free sales line
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NWMS Recognizes Outstanding D istricts
T he G eneral  N W M S  Office reports  that the fo l low ing  
districts w ere  ou ts tand ing  in ach ievem en t in 1991-92

DISTRICTS PAYING GENERAL BUDGET 
100%  OR MORE

District Percent Paid
S outhw est Indian 112%

Central Latin Am erica 103%

Navajo Nation 103%

Hawaii Pacific 102%
Maine 100%

M innesota 100%
Northwestern  Ohio 100%

Sacram ento 100%
South Carolina 100%

Southern California 100%
W est V irg in ia  North 100%

TOP TEN MEDICAL PLAN GIVING
1. S outhw est Indiana $11,483

2. Indianapolis 10,627

3. South Carolina 10,285
4. S outhw estern Ohio 9,925

5. N orthwest 9,908
6. Tennessee 9,850
7. W ashington Pacific 9,422

8. Northeastern Indiana 8,865

9. M ichigan 8,862

10. Central Ohio 8,833

TOP TEN ALABASTER GIVING
1. N ortheastern Indiana $52,589

2. Akron 47,966

3. M ichigan 47,353

4. Tennessee 47,272

5. N orthwestern  Ohio 43,928

6. Southw estern Ohio 43,141

7. P ittsburgh 41,284

8. Southern Florida 40,227

9. Indianapolis 39,362

10. S outhw est Indiana 38,295

ALABASTER GIVING TOP TEN HIGHEST 
PERCENTAGE OF PARTICIPATION

1. Akron 100%

2. Northwestern  Illino is 100%

3. N orthwestern  Ohio 100%

4. S outhw est Indiana 100%

5. S outhw est Oklahoma 100%

6. W est V irg in ia  South 100%

7. Maine 98%

8. S outhw est Oklahoma 98%

9. Iowa 97%

10. N ortheastern Indiana 97%

11. N orthern M ichigan 97%

TOP TEN WORLD MISSION
RADIO GIVING

1. N orthw estern  Ohio $18,189
2. In te rm oun ta in  15,875

3. Arizona 15,562

4. S outhw estern  Ohio 15,454
5. Kansas 14,821
6. N orthw est 14,103
7. M ich igan 13,132
8. Los Angeles 12,924
9. Kansas City 12,795

10. N orth Carolina 12,379

WORLD MISSION RADIO OFFERING 
TOP TEN HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

OF PARTICIPATION
1. Akron 100%

2. Illino is  100%
3. N ortheastern Indiana 100%
4. Oregon Pacific 100%
5. S outhw est Indiana 100%
6. W est V irg in ia  South 100%
7. Iowa 99%
8. N orthw est Indiana 98%
9. M ich igan 95%

10. N orthw estern  Ohio 92%

TOP TEN WORLD MISSION 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

1. Central Ohio 2,786
2. S outhw estern  Ohio 2,498
3. South Carolina 2,333
4. Eastern M ich igan 2,235

5. Kansas 2,215
6. M ichigan 1,977

7. N orthw est Oklahom a 1,965
8. Sacram ento 1,960
9. W ashington Pacific 1,939

10. S outhw est Indiana 1.920

DISTRICTS ACHIEVING WORLD MISSION 
SUBSCRIPTION GOAL IN 1991 

(30% of Church Membership)

B ritish  Isles North 31%
South Carolina 30%

MISSION AWARD DISTRICTS 1991-92
C entra l U .S .A . S ou th w e ste rn  Ohio N orth  C aro lina
Chicago Central W est V irg in ia  N o rth N orth  F lorida
Eastern M ich igan S ou th  C aro lina
Illin o is North C entra l U .S .A . S ou the rn  F lo rida
Ind ianapo lis Dakota Tennessee
M ich igan Iow a
N ortheastern  Ind iana Jo p lin South C entra l U .S .A .
N orthern  M ich igan Kansas Oallas
N o rth w es t Indiana Kansas C ity H ous ton
N orth w es te rn  Illin o is M inneso ta Lou is iana
S ou th w e st Indiana M isso u ri N o rth  A rkansas

Nebraska N o rth ea s t O klahom a
Eastern U .S .A . San A n ton io
M aine Northw est U .S .A . S ou theas t O klahom a
Philade lph ia A laska S ou th w e s t O klahom a
P ittsb u rgh In te rm o un ta in W est Texas
V irg in ia N o rth w es t
W ash in g to n O regon P acific S outhw est U .S .A .

W a sh in g to n  P ac ific Hawaii P ac ific
Eurasia New M exico
B ritis h  Is les N o rth Southeast U .S .A . S acram ento

A labam a N orth W este rn  Latin  A m erica
East C entral U .S .A . A labam a South
A kron Centra l F lorida Canada
C entra l Ohio East Tennessee Canada Q uebec
N orth  C entra l Ohio G eorg ia Canada W est
N o rth w es te rn  Ohio K entucky
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GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

CONVENTIONS
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES— CONVENTIONS

W ednesday July 21, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

NYI Rally
C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  
Halls D  & E

Thursday July 22, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

NWMS C onvention  
Service  
H o o s ie r  D o m e  
Sunday School 
M inistries Service 
C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  
Halls D & E 
Children’s Service  
C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  
500 B allroom

Friday July 23, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

NWMS C onvention  
Service
H o o s ie r  D o m e  
Sunday School 
M inistries Service
C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  
Halls D & E 
Children’s Service 
C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  
500 B allroom

Saturday July 24, 1993 
2:30 p .m .

Lay M inistries Rally
H o o s ie r  D o m e

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES--GENERAL ASSEMBLY
All General Assembly services 
will be in the Hoosier Dome

Saturday July 24, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

Sunday School 
M inistries Service

Sunday July 25, 1993 
10:00 a .m .

C om m union Service

5:00 p .m . World Evangelization  
Service

M onday July 26, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

Education Service

Tuesday July 27, 1993 
7:30 p .m .

Inspirational Service

LOCATION
In d ia n a p o l is  will o n c e  ag a in  h o s t  th is  q u a d r e n ­
nial ev e n t  a t t r a c t in g  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  Naz- 
a r e n e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e  I n d i a n a  
C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  a n d  H o o s ie r  D o m e ,  offer 
a n  id e a l  s e t t i n g  fo r  th i s  GLOBAL CELEBRA­
TION. W hile  m a n y  o f  th e  v a r io u s  ac tiv i t ies  will 
t a k e  p l a c e  in  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  a n d  
H o o s ie r  D o m e ,  s e v e ra l  d o w n t o w n  h o te l s  will 
a l s o  h o u s e  s e m i n a r s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  m e a l  
fu n c tio n s .  T h e  n ew ly  r e m o d e le d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  
C o n v e n t io n  C en ter,  a lo n g  w ith  th e  60 ,000-sea t 
H o o s ie r  D o m e ,  will c o m e  a l ive  a s  N a z a re n e s  
f lo o d  I n d i a n a p o l i s  to  c e l e b r a t e  OUR HERI­
TAGE AND HOPE.

AND FELLOWSHIP FUNCTIONS
M o re  t h a n  100 fo b d  e v e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  s c h e d ­
u led  by co llege a lu m n i  offices, v a r io u s  districts , 
loca l  c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  a s s o c ia t io n s .  I n f o rm a t io n  
a n d  r e s e rv a t io n s  for all s u c h  e v e n ts  a re  b e in g  
h a n d l e d  by th e  s p o n s o r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  
n o t  by  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly  office.

EXHIBITION HALL
“A G lo b a l  C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  O u r  H e r i t a g e  a n d  
H o p e ” is t h e  t h e m e  o f  all h a p p e n i n g s  in  th e  
1 2 4 ,0 0 0 -s q u a re - fo o t  C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  Exhi­
b i t io n  Hall. V isitors  to  th e  d isp lay  will observe  
th e  w o rk  o f  th e  w o r ld w id e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  N aza ­
r e n e  a n d  will a lso  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  see  a 
w id e  r a n g e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  e x h ib i t s  f e a tu r in g  
p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v ic e s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  to 
c h u r c h e s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  alike. T h e  N a za re n e  
P u b l i s h in g  H o u s e  will o p e r a te  a BOOKSTORE 
w ith in  th e  hall f e a tu r in g  a  w id e  a s s o r tm e n t  of 
b o o k s ,  c h u r c h  s u p p l i e s ,  B ib le s ,  m u s i c ,  gift 
i te m s ,  a n d  th e  b r a n d - n e w  N a z a r e n e  h y m n a l ,  
S in g  to th e  Lord. T h is  is a n  idea l t im e  to  o rder  
th o s e  m u c h - n e e d e d  i te m s  for y o u rs e lf  o r  your 
chu rch !

T h e E x h ib it io n  H a ll h o u r s  are: 
T hursday  July 22 
Friday July 23

W ednesday July 28, 1993 
7:30 P.M.

Inspirational Service

9:00 a . m .-5:30 P.M. 

9:00 a . m .-5:30 p.m. 

Saturday July 24 9:00 a . m .-5:30 p.m.

Sunday* July 25 1:30 p .m .-4:30 p.m.

M onday July 26 9:00 a . m .-5:30 p.m.

Tuesday July 27 9:00 a . m .-5:30 p.m.

*The d isplay  a rea  will b e  o p e n  for v iew ing only!



RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
T here  a re  a l im i te d  n u m b e r  o f  sp a c e s  for se lf-co n ­
ta in ed  RVs in  th e  i m m e d ia t e  a r e a  o f  th e  C o n v e n ­
tion C en te r .  T h e  co s t  is $30.00 p e r  d ay  in c lu d in g  
electricity. F o r  r e s e rv a t io n s  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  c o n ­
tact:

Mr. Ken H u n t  
243 W est Murrill 

In d ia n a p o l is ,  IN 46225 
317-238-9057

A l is t in g  o f  o t h e r  c a m p i n g  a r e a s  is a lso  a v a ila b le  
th ro u g h  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly  office a t N a z a re n e  
H e a d q u a r te r s .

DOWNTOWN PARKING
In In d ia n a p o l is ,  as  in  m o s t  la rge  cities, p a rk in g  is 
s o m e w h a t  l im i te d  d u r in g  n o r m a l  b u s in e s s  h o u r s  
d u e  to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  d o w n to w n  w orke rs .  H o w e v ­
er, sev e ra l  t h o u s a n d  p a rk in g  s p a c e s  will b e  m a d e  
av a ilab le  to  N a z a re n e s  d u r in g  th e  d a y t im e  h o u rs .

In  th e  e v e n in g  a n d  o n  w e e k e n d s  th e re  will b e  
in excess  o f  13,000 p a rk in g  sp a c e s  for o u r  c o n v e n ­
tion . T h e s e  s p a c e s  will b e  w i th in  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  
o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  a n d  H o o s i e r  
D o m e .  C o s ts  fo r  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  p a r k in g  will 
ra n g e  f ro m  $3.50-$5 .50  p e r  day.

A sp ec ia l  p a rk in g  lot fo r  b u s e s  will b e  ava ilab le  
d irec t ly  s o u th  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n  C en ter .  T h e  cos t  
fo r  t h e s e  s p a c e s  will b e  $ 1 0 .0 0 - $ 2 0 .0 0  p e r  day. 
C h u rc h e s  a n d  g ro u p s  a r r iv in g  by b u s  s h o u ld  c o n ­
tac t  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly  A r r a n g e m e n ts  Office for 
in fo rm a t io n  o n  p ark ing ,  load ing ,  a n d  u n lo ad in g .

HOUSING
T h e  In d ia n a p o l is  C o n v e n t io n  a n d  Visitors  A sso c ia ­
t i o n  is h a n d l i n g  a ll  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  h o u s i n g  
th r o u g h  th e i r  h o u s in g  b u re a u .  A h o u s in g  fo rm  w as

in s e r te d  in  th e  D e c e m b e r  1992 issue  o f  th e  H era ld  
o f  H oliness. All h o u s in g  re q u e s ts  m ust be  m a d e  o n  
th is  fo rm  a n d  m a iled  to  th e  H o u s in g  B u reau  in In ­
d ia n a p o l is  a lo n g  w ith  th e  re q u ire d  d ep o s i t .  If a d d i ­
t io n a l  fo rm s  are  n e e d e d ,  p lease  c o n ta c t  th e  G e n e r ­
al A ssem b ly  A rra n g e m e n ts  Office a t 816-333-7000, 
ext. 2570.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
S p ec ia l  r e d u c e d  a i r l in e  fa res  a n d  c a r  re n ta l  r a te s  
h av e  b e e n  n e g o t ia te d  t h ro u g h  th e  official G enera l  
A ssem b ly  trave l agency, In te rn a t io n a l  Tours. As th e  
official agency, I n te r n a t io n a l  T ours is th e  only s u p ­
plier  o f  th e s e  discounted  fa res a n d  is s ta n d in g  by 
to  ass is t  y o u  w ith  y o u r  travel n ee d s .  You m ay  call 
t h e m  toll free at 1-800-255-6215. W h e n  b o o k in g  a 
f l igh t o r  m a k in g  a r e n ta l  c a r  r e s e r v a t io n ,  p le a s e  
iden tify  y o u rse lf  as b e in g  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  C h u rc h  
o f  th e  N a z a re n e  G e n e ra l  Assembly.

PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED AND ELDERLY
S p e c ia l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a re  b e i n g  m a d e  fo r  t h o s e  
w h o  a re  p h y s ic a l ly  c h a l le n g e d  o r  elderly. H a n d i ­
c a p p e d  e n t r a n c e s  will b e  clearly  m a rk e d  a n d  e le ­
v a to r  se rv ic e  av a ilab le  to  th e  w h e e lc h a i r  a r e a s  of  
th e  H o o s ie r  D o m e . Special floor-level s e a t in g  will 
b e  a v a i la b le  o n  a l im i te d  b a s i s  to  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  
f in d in g  th e  in te r io r  s ta irs  o f  th e  D o m e  difficult to 
n e g o t i a t e .  A s p e c i a l  d r o p - o f f  l o c a t i o n  h a s  a lso  
b e e n  a r r a n g e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s id e  o f  t h e  D o m e ,  
a l l o w in g  a c c e s s  to  t h e  D o m e  e n t r a n c e  w i t h o u t  
c l im b in g  stairs.

H e a d s e ts  will b e  ava ilab le  for th e  h e a r in g  i m ­
p a ired .  S ign ing  will b e  p ro v id ed  for th e  d e a f  d u r in g  
D o m e  s e r v ic e s  a n d  s e l e c t e d  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  
b u s in e s s  sess ions .  A spec ia l  reg is t ra t io n  b o o th  will 
a lso  b e  a v a ila b le  fo r  o u r  d e a f  g u e s ts  in  tb e  m a in  
re g is t ra t io n  a re a  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n  C enter.



SHUTTLE SERVICE CHILD CARE
For th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  th o s e  b e in g  h o u s e d  a w ay  
f r o m  th e  d o w n t o w n  a rea ,  s h u t t l e  s e r v ic e  w ill b e  
a v a i la b le .  W h i le  it w o u l d  b e  c o s t - p r o h ib i t i v e  to  
p ro v id e  s h u t t le s  to  e a c h  h o te l  o u t s id e  th e  d o w n ­
to w n  co r r id o r ,  th r e e  s h u t t le  z o n e s  h a v e  b e e n  e s ­
ta b l i s h e d  as  in d ic a te d  o n  th e  h o u s in g  fo rm . W ith in  
th e s e  zo n e s ,  sh u t t le s  will r u n  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  d ay  
a n d  e v e n in g  b e t w e e n  se lec t  h o te l s  a n d  th e  C o n ­
v e n t io n  C enter .  T h o u g h  th e  p r ic e  h a s  n o t  ye t  b e e n  
f inalized, th e  co s t  will be. a p p ro x im a te ly  $5.00 p e r  
p e r so n ,  p e r  day.

S h u tt les  will a lso  b e  ava ilab le  b e tw e e n  th e  I n ­
d i a n a p o l i s  a i r p o r t  a n d  all G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  h o ­
tels. W h e n  y ou  arrive  a t  th e  a i rp o r t ,  c h e c k  in  a t  o n e  
o f  t h e  t h r e e  “N a z a re n e  I n f o r m a t io n  C e n t e r s ” for 
p r ic in g  a n d  ro u te  in fo r m a t io n  fo r all y o u r  sh u t t le  
needs .

ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN
M a n y  o f  th e  y o u th  in  a t t e n d a n c e  will b e  invo lved  
as d e le g a te s  to  th e  NYI C o n v e n t io n ,  w h i le  o th e r s  
will b e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  Bible Q u izz in g  c o m p e t i ­
t ion .  In a d d i t io n  to  th e s e  even ts ,  N azarene Youth 
In tern a tio n a l is p l a n n i n g  a n  e x c i t in g  T h u r s d a y  
ev e n in g  e v e n t  a t  In d ia n a p o l is ’ U n io n  S ta tion .  F ri­
d a y  n ig h t  will f e a tu re  a  la te -n ig h t ,  b lo w -o u t  ac tiv i­
ty  th a t  will b e  a  sp ec ia l  m e m o r y  fo r e v e ry o n e  i n ­
volved.

F o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  a t t e n d i n g  G e n e r a l  A s ­
sem bly, Children’s M inistries h a s  p l a n n e d  d a y t im e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o n  T h u r s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y  fo r  a g e s  six  
t h r o u g h  s ix th  g rad e .  T h e s e  ac t iv i t ie s  will in c lu d e  
field  t r ip s  to  th e  zo o  a n d  th e  c h i ld re n ’s m u s e u m .  
Also s c h e d u le d  for T h u r s d a y  a n d  F r id ay  e v en in g s  
a re  tw o  excit ing  serv ices  ju s t  for k ids f e a tu r in g  th e  
fu n  m i n i s t r y  o f  T h e  D o n u t  M a n .  T h e s e  s e rv ic e s  
will b e  h e ld  in  th e  500 B allroom  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n  
C e n te r  a t  7:30 p .m . for all c h i ld re n  ages  six th ro u g h  
s ix th  g rade.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a n y  o f  t h e s e  
e v e n ts  c o n t a c t  th e  s p o n s o r i n g  m i n i s t r y  off ice  a t  
816-333-7000 o r  w a tc h  fo r fu tu re  p r o m o t io n a l  m a ­
terials.

USHERS NEEDED
M a n y  in te r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  h a v e  ca l led  th e  G e n e ra l  
A ssem b ly  office to  v o lu n te e r  th e i r  t im e  for service. 
T h e re  will b e  a  m a jo r  n e e d  for u s h e r s  a t  all o f  th e  
serv ices  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n s  a n d  G e n e ra l  Assem bly. 
If y o u  w is h  to  a s s i s t  in  th i s  v i ta l  a r e a  o f  se rv ice ,  
p lea se  c o n ta c t  th e  G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly  office a n d  let 
u s  k n o w  th e  t im e s  y o u  will b e  available .

T h e re  will b e  n o  p ro v i s io n  fo r  c h i ld  c a re  o r  c h i l ­
d r e n ’s c h u r c h  d u r in g  th e  C o n v e n t io n s  o r  Assembly, 
H o w e v e r ,  a  l is t  o f  lo c a l  d a y - c a r e  c e n t e r s  w ill  be  
a v a ila b le  a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s k  in  t h e  C o n v e n ­
t io n  C e n te r  lobby. Also, a n  a r e a  w h e re  m o th e r s  of 
in fa n ts  m a y  a t t e n d  to  th e i r  c h i ld re n ’s n e e d s  will be 
lo c a te d  in  th e  H o o s ie r  D o m e .  M e n ’s a n d  w o m e n ’s 
re s t ro o m s  in  th e  C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  a re  e q u ip p e d  
w i th  c h a n g in g  s ta t io n s  fo r y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e .

REGISTRATION, INFORMATION, 
AND HOSPITALITY

In d ia n a  N a z a re n e s  a re  b u s i ly  p r e p a r in g  fo r  th e  a r ­
r ival o f  w o r ld w id e  N a z a re n e s .  E n th u s ia s t ic  te a m s  
o f  p e o p le  will g ree t  y o u  at th e  a i rp o r t  re a d y  to  a n ­
s w e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  d i r e c t  y o u  to  s h u t t l e  a r r a n g e ­
m e n ts ,  o r  a ss is t  y o u  in  a n y  w a y  po ss ib le .

W h e n  y o u  arrive  a t th e  C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r  you 
will a lso  b e  g re e te d  w i th  th e  s a m e  w a r m th  a n d  e n ­
th u s i a s m .  V is i to r  r e g is t r a t io n  will b e g in  W e d n e s ­
d a y  a f t e rn o o n ,  July 21, a n d  will ta k e  p la c e  in  the  
m a i n  l o b b y  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  M a r y l a n d  S t r e e t  e n ­
t ra n c e .  T h is  will a lso  b e  th e  lo c a t io n  for th e  G e n e r ­
al A s s e m b ly  I n f o r m a t i o n  C en te r ,  w h e r e  y o u  m a y  
o b ta in  in fo rm a t io n  o n  all ev en ts ,  as  w ell as  d i rec ­
t i o n s  fo r  t h e  c i ty  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  
h o u s in g  in fo rm a t io n ,  a n d  m o re .

See you in Indy as we 
come together for

A GLOBAL 
CELEBRATION 

OF OUR HERITAGE 
AND HOPE!

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 
PHONE NUMBER

EFFECTIVE 
JULY 17, 1993

317-632-0100



SHE GAVE MY SALARY AWAY

It was N ovember, 1978, in the 
Dominican Republic. “ I wish 
we could give a cash C hrist­

mas gift to each of the 30 pastors,” I 
told my wife, Toni. We really tried 
to stretch the General Budget funds, 
but it still was not enough.

Early in December, we were lis­
ten ing  to a c a s s e t te  tap e  from  
Pasadena First Church as we drove 
to our revival in San Pedro de Mar- 
coris. Along the way, as 1 changed 
the inevitable flat tire, Toni contin­
ued listening to the tape. We had 
ju s t  s ta r ted  o f f  ag a in  w h en  she 
spoke with deep emotion.

“Honey, you are really concerned 
about stretching the General Budget 
funds to give the pastors a Christ­
mas bonus, aren’t you? Well, 1 be­
lieve the Lord has given us the an­
swer. On the cassette  I heard the 
testimony of a young man who had 
been unemployed. He promised the 
Lord that he would give his first full 
m o n th 's  sa la ry  to the P a sa d e n a  
building project once he found a 
job. 1 believe the Lord wants us to 
give a m o n th ’s salary for the pas­
tors’ families for Christmas.”

I tried to debate this crazy idea in 
a “Christlike fashion.” What about 
our two children , and all the e x ­
penses of Christmas? Besides, peo­
ple had sacrificially given this mon­
ey to General Budget to support us 
as missionaries. But the more 1 ar­
gued, the m ore ce rta in  I becam e 
that this truly was the Lord speak­
ing to us.

We deposited  that m o n th ’s full 
salary of almost $700 in the district 
account. We didn’t miss any meals, 
our children didn't even realize we 
w ere  p in c h in g  p e n n ie s ,  and  we 
were to have a pastors’ Christmas 
fellowship where each received a 
small cash C hris tm as gift! Yet, 1 
still felt a bit unsettled.

On December 19, we had a glori­
ous d i s t r i c t  a s s e m b ly  w ith  Dr. 
Charles Strickland as we culminat­
ed the f irs t  “ each  one win o n e ”

BY JERR Y PORTER

t h r u s t— 528 N a z a re n e s  b e c a m e  
1,079 in one year! The joy of that 
victory celebration erased the pain 
of a bleak Christmas season.

The next day, Dr. Jerald Johnson 
called to ask me to take my family 
to my w ife’s home for Christmas. 
“Following that,” he said, “we want

Did my wife 
learn her lesson? 

Unfortunately, yes!

you and Toni to com e to Kansas 
City for orientation. You have just 
b een  a p p o in te d  R e c to r  o f  the 
Nazarene Seminary in Costa Rica.”

I w as h o n o re d ,  ex c i te d ,  c h a l ­
lenged— and suddenly  it hit me! 
Toni gave away my salary, but God 
turned it all around. He gave us an 
unexpected free Christmas trip to 
Pennsylvania where bountiful gifts 
were provided for our children and 
for us.

Did my wife learn her lesson?

Unfortunately, yes! On two occa­
s ions du r in g  our seven  years  in 
Costa Rica, when student scholar­
ships were inadequate, she trans­
posed my concern into sacrificial 
giving, again giving away our full 
month’s salary!

How much sacrifice is enough for 
world evangelism ? W hatever the 
Lord asks of me. He may choose to 
bless me financially in return, or He 
may choose to bless me in other 
ways. But one thing is certain: In 
giving to General Budget, my mon­
ey will be m u ltip l ied  and G o d ’s 
Kingdom will be extended.

Last summer, Toni and I were in 
Dallas with our daughter during her 
chemotherapy treatments after can­
cer necessitated the amputation of 
her left hand. During that summer, 
the pastor of Central Church of the 
Nazarene made this appeal. “Our 
W orld  M is s io n  c o m m itm e n t  is 
greater than our resources. Would 
you be willing to double-tithe dur­
ing the month of June to help us 
fu lf i l l  our G eneral Budget c h a l ­
len g e?” I was touched by Pastor 
Gary Miller’s vision, and even more 
touched by the response from his 
good people. Central Church paid 
ALL its budgets in full at the Au­
gust 1992 district assembly!

Thank God for a church that chal­
lenges us to invest unselfishly in 
world evangelism through our Eas­
ter Offering. And for Toni, who just 
keeps giving our money away. No, 
H IS  money! ^
Jerry and Toni Porter

iii I H
A LL YE PEOPLE

E a s te r  O ffe r ing  for  W o r ld  E v a n g e l is m
- C H U R C H  O F  T H E  N A Z A R E N E

S T E W A R D S H IP  S E R V IC E S



E. D E E  F R E E B O R N

Prayer and Blessed Subtraction

Mayb e  ad d it io n  is no t  su ch  a 
h o t  idea. In a cu l tu re  ben t 
on  a c c u m u la t io n ,  a c q u is i ­

tion, an d  p ro tec t io n  o f  w ea lth ,  s u b ­
trac tion  is as u n w e lc o m e  as p o iso n  
ivy on a  s u m m e r  v aca t ion .

Rev. Earl Lee ,  p a s to r  em er i tu s  o f  
First C h u rc h  o f  the N az a ren e ,  
P asaden a ,  C a l i fo rn ia ,  w as  the  first 
to  in trod uce  m e  to “ b le s se d  su b t rac ­
t io n .” T h e  sou the rn  C a l i fo rn ia  
li festy le  w a s  one  o f  “ hec t ic  a d d i ­
t io n ."  O n e  w ay  o r  ano ther ,  m o s t  o f  
us w ere  cau g h t  in the  r ip tide  o f  a c ­
c u m u la t io n .  P a s to r  L ee  ch a l le n g e d  
us to  sub trac t  ra the r  than  add  in o r ­
d e r  to  d e e p e n  and  s t ren g then  ou r  
fr ien dsh ip  w ith  G od.

F o r  fo lks  w h o  are se r ious  abo u t  
liv ing  the  h o ly  life, “ b le s se d  su b ­
tr ac t io n "  can  b e c o m e  a p rec io u s  and  
jo y o u s  sp iri tua l  d isc ip l ine .  W h a t  in 
y o u r  life co u ld  be  cu t loose  an d  
th e reb y  h e lp  y o u  d ra w  c lo s e r  to 
G o d ?  I a m  no t  ta lk ing  here  a bo u t  
s ins  in y o u r  life. I re fe r  to  the  m o r a l ­
ly neu tra l  o r  so m e t im es  e v e n  g o o d  
th ings. W h a t  is the  Spir i t  say in g?
A re  w e  l is ten ing?

T h e re  are  t im es  w h en ,  by the g e n ­
tle n u d g in g  o f  the  H o ly  Spir it ,  w e 
w i th d raw  fro m  c o n g en ia l  fe l lo w sh ip  
to be  a lone  w ith  G o d  an d  be s i lent 
befo re  H im . S o m e t im e s  w e  ab sen t  
o u rse lv e s  f ro m  the  d in n e r  tab le  to  
focus  on  p ray e r  and  G o d .  A t  o th e r  
t im es  w e m a y  d ec id e  to  fas t e n te r ­
ta in m en ts  an d  p leasu res  tha t  can  
c o n su m e  us. U n d e r  the  le ad e rsh ip  o f  
the H o ly  Spir it ,  w e  m a y  e v e n  d e l ib ­
e ra te ly  sub trac t  the  p o p u la r  m a te r i ­
a l ism  an d  c o n s u m e r is m  tha t  so  of ten  
m a s q u e ra d e  as the  b le s s in gs  o f  G od .

In th ose  th u m b n a i l  sk e tch es  o f  J e ­
s u s ’ life w h ich  w e  call the  G o sp e ls ,  
those  b r ie f  acco u n ts  in w h ich  on ly  
the h igh l igh ts  o f  J e s u s ’ life can  be

trea ted ,  w e  f ind  tha t J e su s  r e p e a te d ­
ly so u g h t  so l i tude .  S o l i tu de  b efo re  
G o d  w as  a sp iri tua l  d is c ip l in e  so im ­
p o r tan t  tha t  no t  e v e n  the  G o d -M a n  
Jesus  C h r is t  c o u ld  n eg le c t  it.

F o r  us, too ,  there  are  t im es  w hen  
w e  leave  the  g o o d  c o m p a n y  o f  fa m i ­
ly a n d  f r iend s  to  be a lo n e  w ith  G o d . 
W e p rac t ice  b le s se d  su b t rac t io n  by 
g iv in g  up  h u m a n  fe l lo w sh ip  for  
so l i tude  tha t  on ly  G o d  is w e lc o m e  
to invade .  It is the b e g in n e r  as w ell 
as the  m a tu re  C h r is t ian  w h o  will 
f ind  so l i tu de  a w a y  o f  s t reng th  on 
the  jo u r n e y  o f  prayer.

In  so l i tude ,  w e  ge t  ou rse lv e s  
aw ay , no t p r im ar i ly  fo r  re lax a t io n  o r  
to  be  r e f re sh ed  by n a tu re—  
th o u g h  tha t  m a y  h ap pen .  It 
is to  be  a lo ne ,  to  th ink ,  to 
m u s e ,  to  pray, an d  to  k n o w  
the  f r e e d o m  tha t so l i tude  
c a n  bring.

I h av e  fo u n d  such  h av en s  
o f  re trea t  on  the lake, in a 
fo res t ,  in a se c lu d e d  c o m e r  
o f  a u n iv e rs i ty  library , and  
d r iv in g  m y  car.  A ll o f  us 
c a n  f in d  o u r  p lace  and  t im e  
fo r  so l i tude  tha t will  fit o u r  
p e rso na l i t ie s  an d  life s i tu a ­
tions. In sp ite  o f  a n y  b e n e ­
fits to  so l i tude ,  an d  there  are m any , 
the co n tro l l in g  rea so n  fo r  this 
“ b le s sed  su b t ra c t io n ” is to  m e e t  
w ith  the  r isen  C h ris t ,  face  to  face.

D allas  W il la rd ,  a f te r  a  ca re fu l  r e ­
v ie w  an d  c r i t ique  o f  th e  d isc ip l in es  
as th ey  w e re  p rac t ic ed  in the  ear ly  
m o n a s te r ie s ,  says , “ O f  all the  d is c i ­
p lines  o f  ab s t in e n c e ,  so l i tud e  is g e n ­
e ra l ly  th e  m o s t  fu n d a m e n ta l  in the 
b e g in n in g  o f  the  sp ir i tua l  life, an d  it 
m u s t  be re tu rn ed  to  ag a in  a n d  aga in  
as tha t  life d e v e lo p s "  (D a lla s  
W illa rd ,  T h e  S p ir it  o f  th e  D is c i­
p lin e s , S an  F ran c isco ,  H a rp e r  and

R ow , 1988. p. 161).
W e can  lea rn  to  d i s c o v e r  the  “ m o ­

m e n ts  o f  s o l i tu d e "  tha t  fill o u r  days. 
It m a y  take  so m e  ca re fu l  o b s e r v a ­
t ion  an d  c o m m i t te d  in ten tiona li ty ,  
bu t th ey  a re  there .  W h a t  a b ou t  those  
m o m e n ts  in the m o rn in g  b e fo re  
leav in g  fo r  w o rk ,  o r  a f te r  e v e ry o n e  
e lse  in the  h o u se  has  lef t?  A re  there  
p o ck e ts  o f  tim e  on  the  bus ,  tra in ,  o r  
in y o u r  car?

A re  there  m o m e n ts  d u r in g  the 
w o rk  d ay  tha t  c a n  be  c a p tu re d  fo r  
C h r is t?  W h a t  a b o u t  the  b rea k - t im es ,  
the  lull b e tw e e n  m e e t in g s ,  the c a n ­
c e l le d  a p p o in tm e n t?  E x a m in e  y o u r  
ev e n in g  pa t te rn s ,  the  f a m ily  rou t in e

b e fo re  an d  a f te r  m e a l t im e .  W h a t  
ab o u t  the  m o m e n ts  b e fo re  re t ir ing?  
C a n  th ey  be " s u b t r a c t e d ” f ro m  the 
T V  a n d  inv es ted  in f e l lo w sh ip  w ith  
G o d ?  T h e  list is end less .

A s  w e  d es i re  so l i tu d e  an d  the 
p re s e n c e  o f  the  r isen  C h r is t ,  the 
H o ly  S p ir i t  w ill  g iv e  us the  c re a t iv i ­
ty  to  f ind  it. A n d  in tha t t im e  o f  
p r a y e r  w e  shall f ind  w e  are  g if ted  
by  H is  g race .

E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical 
theology and spiritual formation at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. ^

T h ere  are a lot o f good 
reasons for seeking solitude. 

Meeting with Christ is 
the primary one.
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EMBRACING THE

WORD
M

y friend, Janie, and I were engrossed 
in a fascinating conversation when 
the “V ” word surfaced. Janie shud­
d e r e d ,  “ I d o n ' t  e v e n  l ik e  th a t  
word!" she exclaimed, grimacing. 

“T ha t’s funny,” 1 replied, " I 'v e  always hated it, too. 
I t ’s seemed to be such an ugly word. But it shouldn 't 
be. We should be proud of it instead o f  avoiding it.” 

The d readed  w ord? Virgin. You see, Janie and I 
have both hit 30 and still possess our chastity. And we 
both cringe with embarrassment every time someone 
says “virgin.”

W hy do we shudder? M aybe because i t ’s a word 
we seldom hear people use— even in Christian circles.

And as I thought about it, I realized that’s kind of a 
shame. Because it signifies a trend in our Christian 
society that seems rather backward. A trend o f  ignor­
ing G o d ’s preventive grace and giving a higher em ­
phasis to G o d ’s saving grace.

D o n ’t get me wrong. I 'm  so very grateful for G o d ’s 
sav ing  g race— w ithou t it, none o f  us w ould  know  
H im . But ho w  m an y  t im e s  do  w e h e a r  the t e s t i ­
m onies ,  “ I ’ve never sm oked, never  drunk  alcohol,  
never had illicit sex, thanks to G o d ’s grace.”

Sometimes, yes. But usually not. Instead, our eyes 
pop as we breathlessly listen to the sins o f  others—  
and how God saved them from those sins, o f  course. 
The gorier or more explicit the details, the “better" or 
“higher” or “more dramatic” the testimony is rated.

We stand in awe when God delivers a drug pusher 
or a movie star. We yawn when i t’s the kid who h asn ’t 
had a chance to really delve into the dramatic stuff 
yet.

W hat kind o f  m essag e  does  this send  w hen  we 
highlight sensationalism? Perhaps we indirectly prop­
agate these theories:

1. T he way to get a t ten tion  is to do so m eth in g  
ghastly and then repent.

2. I must not really be saved (or I ’m  not saved “as 
thoroughly”) because I never really sinned much.

3. Notorious pasts are something to be proud of.
4. I t ’s acceptable , and even the norm , to commit 

heinous sins and to endure a backsliding period.
5. It’s less normal, m aybe even impossible, to live 

a holy, disciplined life.

6. If I fall, so what? G od will always forgive me.
7. G od 's  pow er is more evident in my life if I have

a. d ram atic  testimony. His keep ing  po w er  is not as 
strong as His saving power.

8. Since people— like movie stars— with more dra­
matic testimonies are asked to share them more often, 
they must be more spiritual.

I ’m not suggesting we censor testimonies or shame 
those who have nibbled, or even gorged, on the obvi-
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One can embrace virginity 
without fear and shame, 

because God’s keeping grace 
is as relevant and vital as 

His saving grace.

DURHAM

ously-forbidden fruits. I do feel, however, we need to 
encourage those believers with sordid pasts to shift 
focus— to spend more time talking about what God 
has done in their lives and reveal fewer sordid details. 
To focus on the Savior instead of the sins from which 
He rescued them.

I 'm  also suggesting we offer more success stories 
and  te s t im o n ie s  from  p o s i t iv e  ro le  m o d e ls  in the 
church. For instance, it w ould  do m e good to hear 
o th e r s  te s t i fy  th a t  G o d ’s p o w e r  is k e e p in g  th em  
morally  pure. H ow  encouraging it would be to hear 
people talk about facing— and overcom ing— the same 
temptations I encounter. Then 1 could take strength in 
the fact, “They did it, I can, too.”

How about a testimony from someone who hasn ’t 
cheated on a spouse, or has experienced G o d ’s keep­
ing grace in their marriage. Christians o f  all ages need

positive peer pressure power.
To provide this, honesty  is vital. Som etim es  i t ’s 

hard to be honest about temptations w e ’ve faced.
Like me and the “V" word. Since the national cam ­

paign for safe sex crassly assumes, “All teenagers are 
going to experiment anyway, so make sure they use 
condom s,” I felt I had to present the opposite side of 
the coin and be blunt with my teen Sunday School 
class about sex and chastity.

It’s embarrassing to com e out of the closet with the 
“ V" word— to say, “Yes, I know from experience that 
G o d ’s grace is stronger than temptation." But I want­
ed my teens to realize they can hit thirty-something 
and w o n ’t die from lack of copulation. That they can 
em brace virginity without fear and shame, because 
G o d ’s keeping grace is as relevant and vital as His 
saving grace.

After all, the old proverb tells us, “An ounce of pre­
vention is worth a pound of cure.”

We C hristians would do well to encourage more 
preventive spiritual medicine by reminding each oth­
er, “ I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).

Maybe we should each ask ourselves, “What areas 
in my life have been committed to G o d ’s protective, 
preventing, keeping grace? What areas of my life can 
I embrace and m odel?”

As we learn to focus m ore on G o d ’s p reventive  
grace, perhaps the whole body will be healthier.

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and 
to present you before his glorious presence without 
fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever- 
more! A m en” (Jude 24-25, N1V). ^
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A PASTOR LOOKS 
AT THE 

DEATH PENALTY
BY JOHN W . DALLY

Standing outside the state penitentiary, a crowd 
is g a th e r e d  w ith  p la c a rd s  ra is e d  h ig h .  A 
hearse pulls away from a gray, c inder block 
building and makes its way slowly toward the 

fron t gate . As it ap p ro ach es ,  the c row d  beg ins  to 
cheer. The cacophony grows as the hearse exits the 
grounds and takes a left turn in front 
o f  the demonstrators. In that hearse is 
the body o f  a killer who was just exe­
cuted.

As a pastor, as a Christian, I will 
n e v e r  f o r g e t  th a t  p i c tu r e .  To th e  
crowd, the coffin was a sign of justice 
and revenge. To me, it was another 
lo s t  sou l .  1 fe lt  s t ra n g e  a b o u t  the 
whole event. I began to wonder, how 
should  I, as pastor and a Christian , 
view the death penalty?

I re m e m b er  d eb a tin g  in favor  o f  
the death penalty back in high school.
I reasoned that it was a just penalty 
and that the threat o f  death prevented 
cr im inals  from killing. I held these 
views most of  my life— in fact, I was 
settled on the issue— that is, until re­
cently.

Awhile back, I did a sermon series on the Ten C om ­
mandments. In the process of  studying the sixth co m ­
m andm ent,  “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13), I 
began to question my old be lie f  in the rightness of  
capital punishment. A num ber o f  questions arose. I 
still do not know where to stand on the issue, but, as a 
pastor, I do have som e serious questions about the 
death penalty in our country.

When was the 
last time you 
heard of a person 
being executed 
for blasphemy, 
adultery, 
fornication, or 
Sabbath 
breaking?

1. Does the Bible really support the death penal­
ty? T he  B ib le  g iv es  18 o f fen se s  that d e m a n d  the 
death penalty. This includes murder, false witness of  a 
c a p i ta l  c r im e ,  k id n a p p in g ,  a d u l te ry ,  fo rn ic a t io n ,  
witchcraft, blasphemy, and Sabbath-breaking.

M any o f  us agree  with the B ible  on dem an d in g  
_____________  som eone’s life when it com es to m ur­

der. But m u rd e r  is not the on ly  o f­
fense calling for the death penalty in 
the B ib le .  W hen  w as the last tim e 
you heard o f  a person being executed 
for b lasphem y, adultery, o r  forn ica­
tion? And we certainly do not exact 
the death penalty for Sabbath-break­
ing. This is because we recognize that 
we live in a different society today—  
an im portan t  point. T he Old Testa­
m e n t  s t ip u la t io n s  o f  the law w ere  
based upon the fact that the people 
lived in a theocracy, a God-governed 
society. If  an innocen t person were 
put to dea th ,  those  w h o  com m itted  
the act answered to God. As a result, 
it was rare that anyone was executed. 
It b e c a m e  so ra re  tha t  if  the San- 
hedrin put one m an to death in seven 

years it was considered murderous.
Today, we do not live in a theocracy. Our govern­

ment does not answ er to God. D uring recent years, 
we have w itnessed  the continual erosion  o f  Judeo- 
Christian values in America. It is clear that our soci­
ety does not seek G od for guidance when making de­
cisions, especially when it com es to deciding whether 
a criminal lives or dies.
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A pro-death 
penalty advocate 
awaits the 
execution of 
Alpha Otis 
Stephens outside 
the Georgia 
Diagnostic and 
Classification 
Center.
(U P l/B e ttm a nn )
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Death penalty opponents gather outside the state penitentiary in Richmond prior to the execution of 
convicted murderer James Briley.

2. D oesn’t our judicial system provide safe­
guards to see that only those deserving execution 
get the death penalty? Naturally, we hope this is the 
case, but the issue here involves more 
than safeguards— it involves motive.
T he law o f  the O ld T es tam ent was 
g o v erned  by tw o co m m a n d s— love 
God with all your heart and love your 
n e ig h b o r  as y o u rse lf .  O u r  jud ic ia l  
system do esn ’t recognize these rules 
as guidelines for meting out justice.
In a secular society, the m otive b e ­
hind punishm ent m ay simply be re ­
venge.

3. Doesn’t putting a criminal to 
death protect society from future
offenses? Taking a m urderer out o f  
society will protect others from future 
crimes. But is the death penalty  the 
best w ay to do th is? W hen  we are 
told to love ou r  neighbor, does not 
“our neighbor" include the criminal?
How does putting him to death show G o d ’s love to 
him? If I committed a heinous crime, would I want 
the death penalty? 1 would want a chance to change.

4. But what if a criminal does not change? If a 
murderer is kept alive, he could be paroled and 
kill again. This is true, but it represents the failure of 

our penal system, not our faith. One 
way to prevent this would be to deny 
parole for life. This would allow time 
for a criminal to repent, but would as­
sure that he would pay a price for his 
crime.

5. But what if he never repents? 
Is it not too costly to keep a prison­
er for life? That is one consideration. 
But should we determ ine the life or 
death o f  a hum an being based upon 
financial considerations? Jesus spared 
nothing to keep us alive when we de­
served death.

6. Does justice demand that we 
execute those deserving death? One 
d ay ,  J e s u s  w a s  b r o u g h t  a w om an 
caught in the act o f adultery. By law, 
she w as d e se rv in g  o f  dea th . Jesus,

God incarnate, chose to forgive, not kill. A prostitute 
cam e to Jesus and anoin ted  His feet. She deserved 
death, but He highlighted her act o f  compassion as a

As a pastor, as a 
Christian, I can 
find no teachings 
in the New 
Testament that 
justify the death 
penalty.
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Death penalty advocates call for the execution of accused mass murderer Ramon Salcido outside 
the Sonoma County Jail in Santa Rosa, Calif.

model for us. Jesus hung on the cross next to a crim i­
nal w ho admitted his guilt. Jesus did not condemn but 
promised him paradise. Time and time again, we see 
Jesus forgiving. Never do we see Him condemning—  
except when it comes to religious hypocrites.

Paul teaches that “all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of G od"  and that “ the wages o f  sin is death.” 
If that is so, then why does God keep us around? B e­
cause G od is redemptive by nature. As Christians, we, 
too. are to reflect G od 's  redemptive nature. When was 
putting a man to death ever redemptive?

Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek, to walk the 
extra mile, to give our tunic when sued for our cloak, 
and to forgive those w ho trespass against us as we are 
forgiven for our trespasses against God. As a pastor, 
as a Christian, I can find no teachings in the New Tes­
tament that justify the death penalty.

What Can I Do?
One fact remains. We do not live in a Christian so­

ciety. We live in a secular society. O ur prison system 
is s e r io u s ly  f l a w e d — o fte n  s e rv in g  as a t r a in in g  
ground to make criminals worse than they were when 
they entered . At o ther t im es, it re leases those w ho 
have not been rehabilitated back into society to kill

again. But right now, this is the system in which we 
live. What can we do as Christians?

First, pray for our country that we and our leaders 
will hum ble ourselves before God. Second, we can 
apply the law o f  love to the issues that face us. Ask, 
"H ow  would Jesus respond?" Third, be a redemptive 
people. Christians are here to set things right. We are 
to make things better. W hatever we do we must ask, 
"How  does this improve mankind and glorify G od?” 
Finally, we must refuse to let our emotions of anger 
and revenge cloud our judgment. 1 could never see Je­
sus cheering the death of anyone, even a criminal. Je­
sus would cry at the loss of  any person to hell. We 
must remem ber that Jesus died for a murderer just as 
He died for us.

Our world is full of anger, hate, and murder. But 
the fruit o f  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self- 
control (G ala tians  5:22-23). Let us not be brought 
dow n to the level o f  the world. Let us choose  the 
higher road. Let us apply the law o f  love to the ugli­
ness of our society.

John W. Dally is senior pastor of the Burbank, Calif., Faith 
Church of the Nazarene. hh
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BEHIND KELLI’S SUCCESS
Home and church play a major role in this Christian singer’s success.

An interview with Nazarene recording artist Kelli Lohh-Reisen

BY BOB H O STETLER

t began in a Nazarene church.
“ I was probably three when we did a Christ­

mas program  at church ,” says new recording 
artist Kelli L obb-R eisen , “and they lined all 

the kids up to come up to the microphone and say or 
sing their part. I came up to the mike, sang my part, 
and then another little girl stepped up to do her part. I

pushed her out o f  the way and said, ‘I want to do my 
part a g a in ! ’ M uch to m y p a re n ts ’ m ortif ication , of 
course.”

That incident, about 25 years ago  in a Nazarene 
church in the Cincinnati area, began the latest success 
story in contemporary Christian music, that o f  Paka- 
derm recording artist, Kelli Reisen.
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At the age o f  15, Kelli perform ed two solos on a 
children’s album produced by Word Records, entitled 
W elcome to the H um an  R ace . From  1984 to 1986, 
while a s tudent at O live t N azarene  University , she 
sang with The O rpheus C hoir  and traveled with the 
Discovery  S ingers ,  p resen ting  “The 
F anny  C ro s b y  S to r y .” A m o n g  h e r  
credits are a theme song for the CBN 
Family C h an n e l  m ov ie ,  “ For Jenny  
with L o v e ” and  a 1991 C B S  A fte r  
S c h o o l S p e c ia l  th e m e  s o n g ,  " T h e  
Emancipation o f  Lizzy Stern.” She is 
also a “g ra d u a te” o f  Russ H o ll ings­
w o rth ’s D o u lo s  school for C hristian  
artists (see H era ld  o f  H oliness, May 
1992).

In O c tobe r  1991, she s igned  with 
Pakaderm Records. The fall o f  1992 
saw the release o f  her debut, D ream  
o f  a L ife tim e ,  w h ich  w as a c c o m p a ­
nied by a s trong publicity  effort, in­
cluding fu ll-page ads in such m usic 
m ag az in es  as C C M  (C o n tem p o ra ry  
Christian M usic).

But K e l l i 's  s to ry  c a n n o t  be to ld  
w ithout m en t io n in g  the im p o rtan ce  o f  ch u rch  and 
family. As if it were symbolic o f  her life and priori­
ties, the coffee table in the hom e she shares with Bri­
an Reisen, her husband o f  
six years ,  is s tacked  with 
c o p ie s  o f  B e t te r  H o m e s  
an d  th e  H e r a ld  o f  H o l i ­
n e ss . I t ’s a lm o s t  a c o m ­
m entary on a life that has 
been shaped by a Christian 
home and a strong church.

“From a very early age,”
Kelli says, “ I had the influ­
e n c e  o f  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  
(H ow ard  L obb), w ho was 
a Nazarene pastor, and my 
d ad  an d  m o m  w h o  w e re  
v e r y  in v o l v e d  in o u r  
c h u r c h .  S o  I c a n n o t  r e ­
m e m b e r  n o t  f e e l i n g  th e  
p resen ce  o f  the Lord  and 
not having Him with me. I 
fee l  a lm o s t  as  i f  I k n ew  
Him from the time I drew 
my first breath!”

The support she receives 
fro m  h e r  f a m i ly  a n d  the 
com m itm ent she has to her 
family continues unabated.
Her father, M onty Lobb, is 
u n q u e s t io n a b ly  h e r  m o s t  
en thusias tic  supporter , re ­
arranging his w ork  sched ­
ule to support  h e r  du ring

interviews and radiating a fa ther’s pride anywhere she 
sings. Frequently, Monty says, when Kelli is in town, 
he will enter his m o th er’s nursing home room to find 
Kelli lying on the bed next to her “m am a” (a victim 
o f  A lzhe im er’s disease), talking and singing hymns.

“ I ’ll lay next to her and rub her head,” 
Kelli explains, “or sing hymns. Or I ’ll 
ask her to pray, and sh e ’ll still pray 
like you w ouldn’t believe.”

Kelli’s call to the ministry o f  music 
came in her hom e church, Cincinnati 
Springdale  C hurch  o f  the N azarene. 
“ I was sitting in the front row o f  our 
church,” she recalls. “ A singing group 
c a m e  to  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  th e  L o rd  
s e e m e d  to say , ‘K e l l i ,  l i s te n  v e ry  
carefully. This is what y o u ’re going to 
be doing som eday.’”

K elli’s upbringing in the Nazarene 
Church is so much a part o f  her that 
she  re fu se s  to  sep a ra te  it f rom  h er  
ministry as a singer.

“ I believe strongly in the Nazarene 
doctrines, I really do, and not just b e ­
cause I ’ve been taught to. There came 

a time in my life when I searched these things out. I 
came to the place that I believed them because Kelli 
believed them, not because my parents or grandpar­

ents  be lieved  them . I b e ­
l i e v e  in th e  N a z a r e n e  
t e a c h i n g  o n  th e  s e c o n d  
work o f  grace, sanctifica­
t io n .  T h a t  is w h a t  h as  
m ad e  a d if fe ren c e  in my 
life.”

Perhaps that conviction  
is what N azarene General 
Superintendent Dr. Eugene 
L. S tow e m eans w hen he 
calls  her “ a th o ro u g h -g o ­
ing N a z a re n e ,” and  says, 
“ In h e r  v e r y  e a r ly  t e e n  
years, I became acquainted 
w i th  K e l l i .  S h e  h a d  a 
s t r o n g  c o m m i t m e n t  to  
Christ for a girl her age.” 

“ M y c h u r c h  m e m b e r ­
ship is one o f  the most im­
portant things to m e,” Kel­
li says. “ I ’ve been  raised 
in the church and it w asn ’t 
an issue  w h en  w e (K elli  
has two brothers and a sis­
te r )  w e re  g r o w i n g  up . 
Every time the doors were 
open , w e w ere  there. I t ’s

Kelli perform ing at a Christian 
bookstore in Cincinnati.

“ I believe in 
the second  
w ork of grace, 
sanctification . 
That has  
m ade a 
difference in 
m y life .”

Molly Schoenhoff

April 1993 35



never that we were dragged to 
ch u rch ,  w e lo v ed  ch u rch ,  we 
loved going to church.

“W hen I was in high school,” 
she says, “ I was student body 
president, a cheerleader, I was 
in a cappella choir, and all that 
stuff. But at the same time, the 
kids w o u ld n 't  cuss in front o f  
m e .  T h e y  c a l l e d  m e  ‘G o d  
S q u a d , ’ b ec au se  they  k n ew  I 
was Christian. And even though 
I w as  re a l ly  in v o lv e d  in m y  
high school, I spent most o f  my 
time at church, with the youth 
g roup , in the sanc tuary  choir, 
and in other activities.

“That prepared me spiritually 
fo r  w h a t  I ’m d o in g  no w  and  
keeps me grounded in the faith. 
I go to church, but I d o n ’t get 
‘C an I have y our  au to g ra p h ? ’ 
an d  a ll  th a t .  I t ’s s o m e p la c e  
where  I can be fed, s ince I 'm  
going out all the time trying to 
fe ed  o th e r  so u ls .  To m e, the 
church is my base o f  nou rish ­
m en t.  I k n o w  a lot o f  a r t is ts

w ho  are not in vo lved  in their 
c h u r c h e s  a n y m o r e ,  b e c a u s e  
w hen th e y ’re hom e on a Sun­
day they feel like they want to 
r e s t ,  o r  th e y  d o n ’t f e e l  like 
t h e y ’re rea l ly  h o o k e d  in to  it, 
but w henever I 'm  here, I ’m in 
church. W hen I 'm  not, I want 
to know, w ho was there on Sun­
day, w h o  san g ,  an d  w h a t  the 
Sunday School class did.

“ My church  is im portan t to 
me for the same reason that dai­
ly p rayer  and devo tions  are— 
because I c a n ’t go out and min­
ister if I am spiritually  empty. 
So i t 's  not an o p tion  w hether 
I ’m  still going to be involved in 
m y c h u rc h .  T h a t's  w h e re  my 
m i n i s t r y  s t a r t e d , "  sh e  says ,  
m aking it clear that it’s also the 
place from which she will con­
tinue to draw strength.
Bob Hostetler is co-author, with 
Josh McDowell, o f Don’t Check 
Your Brains at the Door and 13 
Things You Gotta Know (to make 
it as a Christian). tq

Kelli with her father, Monty Lobb. Molly Schoenhoff

CARE-Line
Communication 
And 
Referrals 
Everywhere

When you know of someone who might 
appreciate a personal visit from a local 
Church of the Nazarene, call CARE- 
Line toll-free (1-800-821-2154 ) with 
the name and address. CARE-Line will 
send your referral to the pastor of the 
nearest church who will insure that con­
tact is made to offer ministry and invite 
the person to worship services.
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WHEN IT WAS YET DARK

Light had not dawned when Mary reached the place 

O f His entombment. So deep was her grief 

No reassuring angels could erase 

The dark despondency of her belief 

That she would never see Him. Not until 

His voice said, “Mary!” did the shade retreat 

And light break through. Her Lord was living still! 

And she cried “Master!” kneeling at His feet.

And so in darkness Easter still begins.

The tears flow from our unbelieving eyes,

And faith is blinded by our many sins.

But when our faith takes hold, the Son will rise 

And light break on us, Easter dawn shall flame. 

Like Mary, we shall hear Him call our name!

— Lois B lanchard Eades

D. Jean ene Tiner



A
HEART TO HEART 

EDUCATION
A R TIC LES  A ND  PHO TO S BY N AN CY TU LLIS

Our N azarene colleges make priceless contributions to the 
church and the kingdom o f God. In this article we take a look at 
ju st one department in ju st one o f our colleges—M ount Vernon 
Nazarene College, Mount Vernon, Ohio. We selected MVNC not 
because it is better or worse than our other colleges. We think, 
rather, that it represents and reflects the values in all our liberal 
arts schools. We selected the Religion Department from  among 
MVNC's 34 major fields o f study fo r several reasons. One is that 
since the Herald gives such strong support to Nazarene Theologi­
cal Seminary and Nazarene Bible College, some o f our readers 
have forgotten that our liberal arts colleges also do a splendid job  
o f preparing ministers. In this glimpse into the Religion Depart­
ment at MVNC you will see a “slice” of the vital spiritual life that 
moves our Nazarene colleges.

The Editor

I ve been impressed with the scholarly aptitude of 
the MVNC faculty, but I also know I can talk to 
any of them, no matter what the subject,” said 
C hris  Bean, a sen io r re lig ion  m ajo r  from 
Louisville, Kentucky.

While the college motto “To seek to learn is to seek to 
serve,” sets the tone for the entire campus community, it 
best describes the mission of the Division of Religion and 
Philosophy. Offering bachelor’s programs in religion, 
Christian education, and philosophy/humanities, the divi­
sion grants 10 percent of the degrees awarded each spring.

One product of M VNC’s religion department is Ron 
Dalton. After earning an associate degree at MVNC, he 
completed undergraduate studies at Trevecca, then went on 
to Nazarene Theological Seminary and Vanderbilt Univer­
sity. He is pastor of the Montana Avenue Church of the

Nazarene in Cincinnati. "My years at Mount Vernon are 
some of my fondest because of the relationships of stu­
dents and faculty, especially the religion faculty,” Dalton 
said.

Dalton said his training at Mount Vernon, especially the 
liberal arts base, prepared him well for his further ministe­
rial training. “Academically, I can say I've never been em­
barrassed by what I have or haven’t learned at Mount Ver­
non,” he said.

A S tron g  L ib era l A rts F ou n d ation

Robert Morrison, 1971 graduate of MVNC, said he took 
the advice of then-college-president Dr. Stephen Nease re­
garding a liberal arts foundation, and is glad he did.

“I knew 1 would be going to seminary, and I talked to Dr. 
Nease about my plans. He advised me to get a broad expo­
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Dr. David Cubie (righ t) in “scholarly” dialogue with Chris Bean (left), a religion major from Louisville, Kentucky, and Ron Robbins, a 
Christian education m ajor from Independence, Ohio.

sure to many different area of study. I majored in philoso­
phy and took a lot of psychology and literature courses.” 

Now pastor of Lakeholm Church of the Nazarene, just 
down the road from MVNC, Morrison said the strong lib­
eral arts base has paid off. “So much of what I do as a min­
ister integrates biblical principles into other areas, having 
the liberal arts background has been an asset.”

Dr. David Cubie, division chairperson, says that “a min­
ister without a foundation in liberal arts 
is like a scientist without knowledge of 
mathematics.”

Mike Williams is a 1977 graduate.
For the past 18 months he has been 
pastoring the Galion Church of the 
Nazarene, just 45 minutes from Mount 
Vernon.

“ I got a taste of everything, from 
psychology to business courses,” said 
Williams. “Mount Vernon prepared me 
for the ministry, but more than the academics, it prepared 
me spiritually,” he said. “One course I specifically remem­
ber which has stuck with me was in church growth. It was 
a new movement then, and we were one of the first classes 
to study it."

The church growth training served Williams well in six 
years as a church planter. He was coordinator of the Flori­
da Space Coast project, a church planting endeavor in what 
was then the fastest growing area in the United States. He 
started the church at Merritt Island, Florida. “We started

from the ground up, getting a building, all of it,” he said. 
“The church is still doing great."

M in istry , S acrifice , and  H ard W ork  
Mount Vernon Nazarene College graduates are engaged 

in full-time Christian service across the United States and 
around the world. This attitude of service begins well be­
fore students leave campus with a diploma. Several Uiving 
Witness teams comprised of vocal and instrumental musi­

cians and a student speaker, travel dur­
ing weekends throughout the year tak­
ing part in church services across the 
educational zone.

MVNC students minister in such lo­
cal organizations as Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, a battered women’s shelter, 
and a crisis pregnancy center. Many 
students also take an active part in lo­
cal church ministries, singing in the 
choir, teaching a Sunday School or 

Caravan class, or conducting nursing home services.
Juggling time for college, work, and ministry is not an 

easy task, but students find the rewards worth the effort. 
This is especially true of students beyond the traditional 
age for college who have felt the call of God.

Sonja Bender, a senior religion major from Mount Ver­
non, was working as an activity coordinator at a nursing 
home when she responded to G od’s call to the ministry. 
She will graduate with honors in May, and plans to attend 
seminary next fall.

April 25 
is N azarene  

C ollege Sunday.
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Dr. Alex Varughese, who teaches biblical studies, 
coaches junior religion m ajor, Matt Price.

Dr. W . Terrell Sanders chats with 
Takayasu Sakamoto and Yoko Sato, 
two students from Japan.

To achieve her goal she has made many sacrifices. Ac­
tive in youth programs and other activities at her church. 
Bender relinquished all but a nursing home ministry to 
make time for her studies. There were financial concerns 
as she quit her job and added the expense of college tu­
ition. Her husband and children had to adapt to changes as 
well. “They’re all adults, but they still had to take up the 
slack,” Bender said. "It’s been tough, and if I were just do­
ing this for myself, I would never have attempted it. But 
it’s for my Lord, and for Him I’ll do anything.”

Now reaping the rewards of such sacrifices is David 
Lucci, pastor of the newly-formed Folsom Lake Church of 
the Nazarene in Folsom, California. After just a few 
months, the plaza storefront church in the foothills of the

“He was so concerned fo r  me that he 
had tears in his eyes. He stuck with 

it and got things fixed  yy

Sierras has grown from 20 to 40 regular attenders with a 
membership of 50.

Located in a community where the standard mode of 
transportation is a BMW, the new church is meeting the 
needs of spiritually hungry people. The congregation of 
mostly new Christians is on fire for the Lord and anxious 
to win others into the faith, according to Lucci.

“People are getting saved and sanctified,” Lucci said. 
“They’re coming to the altar and laying their tobacco 
down, and their friends are laying hands on them for their 
healing. These are brand new Christians w e’re talking 
about."

Lucci graduated in 1991. After doing ministerial studies 
by correspondence while serving as a youth pastor in 
southern California, he felt a need for more preparation. 
Originally from Ohio, he moved his family to Mount Ver­
non, and worked full time while carrying a full course 
load.

“I don't know how we did it.” Lucci said. “ I was 42 
when I started, and 44 when I finished. The first class I 
stepped into, several of the students asked me if I was the 
professor! Going back to college is tough when you’re that 
old, but the Lord was faithful. I'd get up at 3:30 a .m ., work 
from 4:00 a .m .  to 1:00 p .m ., go to class until 5:30, eat sup­
per, study, sleep for a few hours and get up and do it all 
over again.

“That was tough on me, but my family suffered the 
most,” Lucci said. “1 studied on weekends and on breaks, 
during lunch at work, and for most of that time the kids 
didn’t see me much. One day they just came crying to me 
and said ‘Daddy, when can we have you back?’”

Lucci said it was the strong support of the faculty mem­
bers in the Division of Religion and Philosophy that gave 
him the confidence to start, then see the work through to 
the end. "Dr. Cubie is the best among the best,” Lucci said. 
“When 1 think of MVNC, I think of him the most.”

A F acu lty  T hat C ares  
Cubie holds a Ph.D. in theology from Boston University. 

He has taught at MVNC since 1971 and has a reputation of 
being tough, yet genuine. “Many times he would get misty- 
eyed talking about the Bible,” said Williams. "He wasn't 
just teaching it, he was living it.”

Chris Bean said Cubie is not afraid to confess his short­
comings. “In class not long ago he admitted to us that he 
had felt inconvenienced by someone, and the Holy Spirit 
checked him. He’s such a man of God— you can see he 
lives what he’s teaching.”

“The best advice I got from him was at the altar,” Chris 
Bean said. “He told me what his dad would always say, 
‘When you fall, get up facing the Cross.’”

Also spoken of highly by students and alumni is Dr. 
Charles McCall. Originally from Texas, he holds a doctor 
of ministry with a concentration in homiletical values of 
New Testament Greek from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He has taught at Mount 
Vernon Nazarene College since classes began in 1968. “Dr. 
McCall was tough,” said Mike Williams. "But he would al­
ways make it fun to be there.”

McCall was first to offer flexibility in David Lucci’s rig­
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Sonja Bender, senior religion m ajor, with 
Dr. Charles McCall.

orous sched u le .  " H e  g a v e  m e  m y  firs t b r e a k ,” L ucc i  said. 
"He w o u ld  let m e  le av e  c la s s  e a r ly  so I c o u ld  ge t  to  w o rk  
on time. I m a d e  u p  w h a t  I m is se d ,  a n d  I go t  a g o o d  grade .  
He be l ieved  in m e .”

R ela t ive ly  n e w  to  M o u n t  V erno n ,  bu t a l r ead y  m a k in g  a 
p rofound im p ac t ,  is Dr. R ic h a rd  R y d ing .  W ith  a do c to ra te  
in e d u c a t io n a l  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  l e a d e r s h ip  f r o m  V a n d e rb i l t  
University , R y d in g  a lso  se rv es  as c o o rd in a to r  o f  the  m a s te r  
o f  m i n i s t r y  p r o g r a m .  H e  c a m e  to  M o u n t  V e rn o n  f r o m  
N ashvil le ,  a n d  h a s  a lso  s e rv e d  y o u th  in W ash in g to n ,  O k la ­
hom a, a n d  Z a m b i a ,  w h e re  he  w a s  p r in c ip a l  o f  N a z a re n e  
Bible S c h o o l  in L u sak a .

R yd ing  h a s  b e e n  e sp e c ia l ly  h e lp fu l  to  B ean ,  w h o  fee ls  a 
call to  y o u th  a n d  u rban  m in is try .  “ I ’ve  ta lk ed  w ith  Dr. R y ­
ding ou ts id e  o f  c la s s  a lot o f  t im e s ,”  sa id  B ean .  “W h e n  I 
have  s t r u g g le d  w i th  a  s e r m o n  I w o u ld  a s k  h im  h o w  he  
w ould  p re sen t  a  ce r ta in  p a ssa g e ,  a n d  he  w o u ld  g iv e  a  d i f ­
ferent tw is t  on  it. I can  ta lk  to  h im  a n y w h e re .”

N ot n e w  to  the  c a m p u s ,  bu t tak in g  o n  a n e w  role  in the 
past tw o  yea rs ,  is Dr. W. Terre l l  S a n d e rs ,  a s s is tan t  p ro fe s ­
sor o f  re l ig io n .  F ro m  1986-91 he w as  c o l le g e  ch a p la in ,  and  
now  h as  tak en  a fu l l - t im e  c la s s ro o m  a ss ig n m en t .

" H e  c r e a t e s  t e a c h a b l e  m o m e n t s , ” o n e  s t u d e n t  s a id  o f  
S anders .  “ H e  has  a w a y  o f  m a k in g  a  lec tu re  c o m e  alive . 
It’s no t ju s t  o b sc u re  th e o lo g y  to  learn  fo r  a tes t,  bu t m a te r i ­
al tha t is r e lev a n t  fo r  r igh t now . F ro m  h im  I h av e  lea rn ed  
that p as to rs  c a n  learn  a b o u t  G o d  no t  j u s t  f ro m  the  B ib le ,  
but f ro m  m u s ic  a n d  the  a r ts .”

Rev. G a ry  S iv e w r ig h t  se rv es  as a s s is tan t  p ro fe s so r  o f  re ­
lig ion , c o l l e g e  c h a p la in ,  a n d  d i r e c to r  o f  the  m is s io n s  an d  
m in is try  p ro g ra m .  H e h a s  s e rv e d  as d i r e c to r  o f  N a z a re n e  
Y o u th  I n t e r n a t io n a l ,  e d i t e d  y o u th  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  h a s  
been  a  y o u th  p a s to r  in K a n sas  an d  O k la h o m a .

" T h e  a d d i t io n  o f  G a ry  to  the  a d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  c la s s ­
ro o m  se t t ing  a d d s  a p e rso n a l i ty  tha t  has  b e en  m is s in g ,” one  
s t u d e n t  s a id .  A  k e e n  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  a n d  s t r o n g  y o u th  
b a c k g r o u n d  m a d e  S iv e w r ig h t  a n  in s tan t  h it  w ith  th e  s t u ­
d en t  body .  W h i l e  u s u a l ly  la c e d  w i th  a m u s in g  a n e c d o te s ,  
his s e rm o n s  c o m e  a ro u n d  to  a p o in t  o f  d e c is io n  o n  issues 
re lev an t  to  th e  s tuden ts .

In  h is  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  c h a p l a i n ,  th e  c a m p u s  c o m m u n i t y

faced  the  d a rk e s t  y e a r  in the  h is to ry  o f  M V N C .  O v e r s h a d ­
o w e d  by  the  d ea th s  o f  f o u r  s tu den ts  in th ree  sep a ra te  traffic  
acc id en ts ,  it w a s  an em o t io n a l  y ea r  w h ic h  re su l ted  in sp i r i­
tua l  g ro w th .

“G a ry  w as  ju s t  w h e re  G o d  w a n te d  h im , ju s t  w h e re  H e 
k n e w  w e ’d n e e d  h im  to  be tha t  y ea r ,” o ne  s tu d en t  said . “ I 
w a tc h e d  the  k ids  m o u rn  o v e r  the  loss o f  th e  s tuden ts .  He 
m o u r n e d  r igh t a lo n g  w ith  them . A  lot o f  k ids  c a m e  to the 
L o rd  b e c a u se  o f  tha t e x p e r ie n c e .”

L in c o ln  S tev en s ,  a s soc ia te  p ro fe sso r  o f  ph i lo so ph y ,  has  
b een  at M o u n t  V ern on  N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  s ince  1977. H e 
h o ld s  a  m a s t e r ’s in p h i lo so p h y  f ro m  the  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  E d ­
inburgh ,  Sco tlan d .  H e  has  a  rep u ta t io n  fo r  an im a te d  class  
d is c u s s io n s  a n d  c h a l le n g in g  tests . " G o in g  in, I w a s n ’t co m -

“You don’t have to be around 
Dr. Youngman long to sense 

his pastor’s heart.”

f o r ta b le  w ith  the  c o n c e p t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  an d  I w a s n ' t  a l ­
w a y s  su re  I u n d e r s to o d  th e  te s t  q u e s t i o n s , ” s a id  S o n ja .  
“ B ut I lo ved  Dr. S te v e n s ’ c lasses .  He w as  a lw ay s  g o o d  for  
so m e  live ly  d e b a te ."

Dr. A le x a n d e r  V a ru g h e se ,  p ro f e s s o r  o f  r e l ig io n ,  h o ld s  
d o c t o r a l  a n d  m a s t e r ’s d e g r e e s  in  b ib l i c a l  s t u d i e s  f r o m  
D re w  U n iv e rs i ty ,  M a d is o n ,  N .J .  H e p re v io u s ly  s e rv e d  at 
E as te rn  N a z a re n e  C o llege .

“ I rea l ly  ap p rec ia te  Dr. V a ru g h ese ,"  one  re l ig ion  m a jo r  
said . “ H e ’s o n e  o f  the  m o s t  h u m b le  m e n  I ’ve e v e r  m et .  I f  
th e r e ’s an y o n e  w h o  c o u ld  be a n o th e r  D a v id — a m an  afte r  
G o d ’s o w n  hea r t— it ’s h im ."

“ Dr. V aru g hese  ge ts  us to  fo cus  no t on ly  on w ha t  w e are 
s tu d y in g ,  bu t  h o w  to  a p p ly  it to  a  c h u r c h  s e t t i n g ,” sa id  
D e x te r  T alco t t ,  a  s en io r  f ro m  Lit t le  M e a d o w s ,  P e n n s y lv a ­
nia.

Dr. W il l iam  Y o u n g m an ,  p ro fe s so r  o f  re l ig ion ,  h as  been
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RELIGION DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Our religion faculties not only have the task of educating ministers, they teach 
religion and Bible courses to all the students. These tasks are carried out under the 
leadership of distinguished professors who serve as religion department chairmen.

Dr. Alden Aikens
Canadian Nazarene College 
1301 Lee Boulevard
Winnepeg. Manitoba, R3T 2P7, Canada 
Phone: (204) 269-2120 FAX: (204) 269-7772

Dr. Ralph Neil
Northwest Nazarene College 
Nampa, ID 83686
Phone: (208) 467-8011 FAX (208) 467-1098

Dr. Steve M cCorm ick
Eastern Nazarene College 
23 East Elm Avenue 
Quincy, M A 0 21 70
Phone: (617) 773-6350 FAX: (617) 773-6324

Dr. Frank Moore
MidAmerica Nazarene College 
Box 1776 
Olathe, KS 66061
Phone: (913) 782-3750 FAX: (913) 791-3290

Dr. Robert Branson
Olivet Nazarene College 
Kankakee, IL 60901
Phone: (815) 939-5011 FAX (815) 939-7917

Dr. Frank Carver
Point Loma Nazarene College 
3900 Lomaland Drive 
San Diego, CA 92106
Phone: (619) 221-2200 FAX (619) 221-2579

Dr. Roger L. Hahn
Southern Nazarene University 
Bethany, OK 73008
Phone: (405) 789-6400 FAX (405) 491 -6355

Dr. David Cubie
Mount Vernon Nazarene College
800 Martinsburg Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
Phone: (614) 397-1244 FAX (614) 397-2769

Dr. Ray D unning
Trevecca Nazarene College 
333 Murfreesboro Road 
Nashville, TN 37210
Phone: (615) 248-1200 FAX (615) 248-7728

at Mount Vernon Nazarene College since 1972. Director of 
adult studies for Christian service. Dr. Youngman holds a 
doctorate in Christian education from Lutheran Evangeli­
cal Seminary, Columbus. Ohio. Youngman has served as 
chaplain and part-time instructor at ENC and pastored in 
the Church of the Nazarene for 14 years. He has a special 
interest in the development of the Sunday School and the 
history of the Wesleys.

“You don’t have to be around Dr. Youngman very long 
to sense his pastor’s heart," said Talcott. Being with him on 
a ministry trip to Washington, D.C., I got some insights in­
to his personal concerns that weren't evident in the class­
room."

Lucci said he also has benefited from the friendship and 
pastoral concern of Youngman. “When I was trying to en­
roll, Dr. Youngman helped me a lot. I was really over­
whelmed with all the paperwork and financial arrange­
ments, and there was a lot to work out. He was so 
concerned for me that he had tears in his eyes. He stuck 
with it and got things fixed.

“ I left Mount Vernon prepared,” Lucci said, “and it was 
mostly because of the relationships with the profs and my 
Christian classmates. We all shared pain, struggles, suffer­

ing, and joy— you can’t get that kind of closeness from any 
book, not even from 1,000 books.”

This is the sort of atmosphere that makes all of our 
Nazarene colleges special. It is an atmosphere of Christian 
nurture. The spiritual and academic climate at all our col­
leges is quite different from that reported to me by a friend 
from a large state university.

He went to his beginning sociology class. Enrollment in 
that class was 175. The professor showed up and told 
them, “I won’t bother you if you won’t bother me. The syl­
labus shows the reading assignments and the term paper 
topics. If you will do the reading and write the paper. I’ll 
give all 175 of you A’s. We won't need to meet again as a 
class, good-bye.”

• Our Nazarene colleges provide a near ideal mix of aca­
demics and spiritual concerns. A Nazarene college is a 
great place to study, not only for the ministry, but also for 
dozens of other vocations and professions.

As we celebrate Nazarene College Sunday, April 27, let 
us thank God for the commitment of the professors, admin­
istrators, and students at our liberal arts colleges. tfc
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Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

BY T O M  F E LD E R

SINGING FOR THE ANGELS
. . . The W atchm en  Q u a r­

tet, a N azarene  m us ic  g roup  
in Southern California ,  is 
getting used to singing for 
sporting events. The  group  is 
pictured above s inging the 
national an them  (as they do 
on an annual basis) for the 
California A ngels  baseball 
team. They  w ere recently  
asked to sing to  test the new 
multi-mill ion do llar  sound 
system at A nah e im  Stadium.

HEAVY LIFTER . . . M ark 
K oekem oer,  son o f  Nazarene  
pastor Kevin K oekem oer, 
recently  won the world title 
in the 148-pound w eight 
div ision for teenagers  at the 
W orld  Powerlif ting  C ongress  
1992 W orld  C ham pionsh ips .  
He c linched the title with a

W hen they are not singing 
for sports team s, the W a tc h ­
m en Q uarte t  hosts several 
S aturday night concerts  each 
year  for Faith C om m u nity  
C hurch  o f  the N azarene  in 
Y orba  Linda. T hey  also per­
form an annual anniversary  
concert  at G arden  G rove 
C hurch  o f  the Nazarene 
w here they started singing 
together  m ore  than 21 years 
ago.

44 0 -p ou nd  dead lift that gave 
h im  a 1 ,200-pound total for 
the competit ion.

"T he  com petit ion  was not 
only  a test o f  his strength, it 
was a test o f  his character ,” 
said his fa ther w ho pastors 
the Astoria, Oreg., C hurch  o f  
the Nazarene.

CHURCH DISCOVERS JOY OF 
GIVING . . . M any Nazarene 
churches have adopted 
sm aller  congregations in 
o rder  to provide som e ass is­
tance. but few have taken the 
big brother/lit tle b rother re la­
tionship as far as the people 
o f  Molalla, Oreg., Church o f  
the Nazarene. Led by Pastor 
Bill Grigory, the co ng rega ­
tion adopted  the Culver, 
Oreg., Church  o f  the 
Nazarene  recently as its “ lit­
tle b ro ther” church.

G rigory  im m edi­
ately assigned the 
project to the 
c h u rc h ’s outreach 
and evangelism  
com m ittee .  He then 
a sked  a new  couple 
in his congregation  
to take ow nersh ip  o f  
this particular m in ­
istry. T hey  did, and 
the results were 
beyond  expectation.

Initially, the 
N azarenes in M olal­
la began to assist the 
C u lver  Church  in little ways. 
Each Sunday  evening  David 
Edwards, pastor o f  the C u l­
ver C hurch, w ould  get a 
phone call from  som eone at 
the M olalla  Church. The 
caller  would  ask about the 
d a y ’s services, if there was 
anything the church  needed, 
and if there were any  needs 
that cou ld  be prayed for.

T hrough  this process the 
M olalla  Church  d iscovered 
several needs and addressed 
them including fixing a leaky 
roof.

It w a sn ' t  long until the 
Molalla congregation  d iscov­
ered that E dw ards despera te­
ly needed  new tires for his

1973 Ford station wagon. 
They decided to pay for the 
tires, but Orville Balzer, a 
m em b er  o f  the Molalla 
Church, felt that the church 
should go a step further and 
get them a new car.

The need was presented to 
the congregation and a 1987 
Buick Skyhaw k stationwag- 
on was purchased the next 
week. The keys and title to 
the ca r  were presented to 
David Edwards and his wife,

Marsha, at a special d inner  at 
the Molalla Church.

“W e were quite shocked,"  
Edwards said. “W hen  they 
presented  us with the keys, 
they said they had  bough t the 
new tires but a car  was sit­
ting on top o f  them .”

E dwards is a big fan o f  the 
"B ig  Bro ther” program on 
the Oregon Pacific District. 
Although his congregation  of 
about 25 pays him a full-time 
salary, the m oney  only goes 
so far. T hrough this program 
the Molalla Church  also has 
provided food poundings, 
c lothing, free service for the 
automobile ,  a free eye ex a m ­
ination, and free glasses.

Send News About Nazarenes to: 
Close to Home, Herald of Holiness, 

6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

Mark Koekemoer succeeds with 500 lbs. in the squat portion of the 
competition.

Orville Balzer (I.) presents the keys to a 1987 
Buick Skyhawk stationwagon to Rev. and Mrs. 
David Edwards.
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

BEHR, EVERETT P., JR ., 67 , Lakeland, 
F la., Jan . 22 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife . M a rth a ; 
s o n s ,  S te v e , J o h n ; d a u g h te rs ,  P a u la  
D im b a th , L inda  P u lla ra , C indy  H a rtm ann ; 
seven g randch ild ren .

BRANCH, L IN D A  M A R IE , 45 , A m a rillo , 
Tex., Nov. 1. S urv ivo rs : husband , Jam es; 
d a u g h te r, S ha ron  M esse r; son , T im ; p a r­
ents, J im  and Lou S ikes; tw o  sis ters ; th ree 
g randdaughters.

BROW N, FLOYD C „ Ada, M ich ., 82. Jan. 
12. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , Dena; son . W ayne; 
one b ro the r; tw o  sis ters ; five  g randch ild ren ; 
one g rea t-g randson.

BURNS, CARL, 85, Tulsa, Okla., Nov. 11. 
S u rv iv o rs : w ife , U tie ; d a u g h te r, D e lo r is  
C h ild re ss ; son , C ecil; fo u r  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
nine g rea t-g randch ild ren .

COOK, GRACE H „  95, Dec. 5. S urv ivo rs: 
s o n , J a m e s ; d a u g h te rs ,  M a r jo r ie  
C unn ingham , Leota D ow ning ; 9 g ra n d ch il­
d ren; 15 g re a t-g randch ild ren ; 1 grea t-g rea t- 
g randch ild .

FREEMAN, GORDON, 39 . New M e x ico , 
D e c . 2 . S u r v iv o r s :  m o th e r ,  A z a le a  
Freeman; one s is ter; one niece.

F U L L E R , B EA TR IC E  M ., 7 9 , B e ld in g , 
M ic h ., Jan . 11. S u rv iv o rs : s is te r , A lic e  
King; nieces and nephews.

GRAEFLIN, IR IS, 60, B lu ffton , Ind., Jan.
18. S urv ivo rs : husband, W alter; daughter, 
A rle tte  (M rs . R ich a rd ) P icka rd ; son , Ron; 
p a re n ts ,  G e o rg e  K lin e  a nd  M rs . N a o m i 
Vernon; three b ro thers.

GREEN, MABEL B., 98. Terre ll, Tex., Jan.
19. S urv ivo rs : sons, Joe, Henry, John; 10 
g randch ild ren ; 13 g rea t-g randch ild ren .

G R U M M E T , ELS IE , 8 1 , L o w e ll, M ic h ., 
J a n . 12 . S u rv iv o rs :  d a u g h te rs ,  Z e lm a  
P earson , Frances W a rn e r, S ha ron  Jenks , 
M ary Lou Carzoli, Rebecca G rum m et; son, 
R obert; one s is ter; m any g randch ild ren  and 
g rea t-g randch id ren ; tw o  g rea t-g rea t-g rand - 
ch ild ren .

H E M B R E E , G R A Y C E  H A M M A N , 9 6 , 
Bethany, Okla., Dec. 5. S u rv ivo rs : s te p ­
son , Bob H em bree ; s te p d a u g h te r, L ou ise  
M ille r; th ree sis ters .

JONES, REV. RHODA VIOLA, 87, O xford, 
Nova Scotia, fo rm e r pas to r and m iss ionary 
to  China, Jan. 6. S urv ivo rs : s ister, Kathryn 
(M rs . Harvey) A m os ; s tep d au g h te r, C la ire 
D unn; s tepson , Derand; m any s tep -g ra n d - 
ch ildren .

LAW RENCE, M A R Y  A., 80 , B rid g e to n , 
M o .,  J a n . 1 8 . S u r v iv o r s :  d a u g h te r ,  
G ly n e lle  H u ll;  tw o  s is te rs ;  one  b ro th e r ; 
th ree  g ra n d c h ild re n ; fo u r  g re a t-g ra n d c h il­
dren.

L IG H T , REV. C A R L G , 72 . M a s s illo n , 
O h io , re t ire d  p a s to r , Jan . 8. S u rv iv o rs : 
w ife ,  E d ith ; d a u g h te rs ,  C a ro l F a r th in g , 
K a thy  K e lle r, A n n e tte  H ayes; s o n , Jo h n ; 
fo u r g randch ild ren ; fo u r  b ro the rs ; tw o  s is ­
ters.

LO BB. REV. O SCAR, 78 , G re e n s b u rg . 
Ky., p as to r o f 40 years, Jan, 21. S urv ivo rs: 
w ife ,  E u la ; d a u g h te rs ,  D o n n a , M a r ily n , 
Frances; son, Charles.

MOENY, REV. OLIVER, 84, F a rm ing ton , 
N .M ex., Dec. 28. S urv ivo r: daugh te r, M ary 
Ann M oeny.

N IC H O LS, FOREST E., 80 , A von  P ark, 
Fla., Oct. 7. S urv ivo rs : nieces and nephews.

NICHOLS, NELLE A., 81, Avon Park, Fla., 
Dec. 23. S urv ivo rs : nieces and nephews.

OLIVER, VER SIA  V ., 90, D enver, C o lo., 
Dec. 31. S urv ivo rs : son, Gerald; 4 g rand ­
ch ild ren ; 10 g rea t-g randch ild ren .

POW ELL, ESSIE E., 79, Pensacola, Fla.,

Dec. 9. S u rv ivo rs : husband, Rev. Lou is ; 
daugh te rs , Ethel, Syble; one b ro the r; seven 
g ra n d ch ild re n ; s ix  g rea t-g randch ild ren .

P R IC H A R D . L E O N A  Y A R B R O , 8 6 , 
P ineville , La., Oct. 11. S urv ivo rs : husband, 
Rev. Barland; son, E irre t D.; daugh te rs , Joy 
A tw o o d , B renda  M e acha m ; 6 b ro th e rs ; 1 
s is ter; 7 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 10 g re a t-g ran d ch il­
dren.

SCHROEDER, ROBERT A., JR ., 26, Van 
Buren, Ark. S urv ivo rs : parents, R obert and 
Janice (R o th ) S chroeder; b ro the r, Chris.

SCOTT, IONE, 76, W e llin g to n , Tex., Jan, 
28. S u rv ivo rs : husband , G eorge; d au g h ­
te r s .  C h a r lo t te  K in io n , C a ro ly n  B a rk e r, 
Sheree R obinson ; tw o  b ro the rs ; one sister; 
seven g ra n d c h ild re n ; s ix  g re a t-g ra n d c h il­
dren.

SIEG, ROBERT L., 70, H a rtline , W ash ., 
D ec. 3. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , M a ry  (Y a rd y ) ; 
son , W es; daugh te rs , Colleen H unter. M ary 
Lu C arlson; three g randch ild ren .

S ILLIKER, IR M A  A., 55, O le a ry ,  P rince 
Edward, Canada, Oct. 22. S urv ivo rs : h u s ­
band, A lton; son , Craig; daugh te rs , Colleen 
Parker, Brenda Lee P erry; one g randson.

S W IN D ELL, RUSSELL A., 87, S heridan, 
W y o .,  A u g . 2 2 . S u r v iv o r s :  w i fe ,  Eva 
B la n c h e ; s te p s o n , R o y  Lee W il lia m s ;  9 
g ra n d c h ild re n ; 17 g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 5 
g re a t-g rea t-g ran d ch ild re n .

TA M B O R S K I, HAR R IETT, 89, A lam eda, 
Calif. S urv ivo rs : sons, J. W esley, Ted, Jr.; 
d a u g h te rs ,  R o s e m a ry  A c c o s ta ,  D o r is  
J a c o b s o n , G e rtru d e  W r ig h t; 1 s is te r ; 11 
g randch ild ren ; 20 g re a t-g randch ild ren .

TAYLO R , REV. KEITH C „  85 , C hanute , 
K ans ., Jan . 8. S u rv iv o rs : w ife . L u e lla ; 
daugh te rs , Pauline Farm er, Ann See, Kathy 
H ow e ll; tw o  s is te rs ; seven g ra n d c h ild re n ; 
s ix  g re a t-g randch ild ren .

TAYO R , BETTY JUNE, 70, O rangeva le , 
Calif., Nov. 19.

T H O M AS, W , H. (B IL L ), 70, C o lum b ia , 
Tenn., Jan. 4. S u rv ivo rs : son , B illy ; d augh ­
te rs , D ianne S tevens, N ancy B ryan t, V icky 
P utnam , C indy Owen; 14 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 1 
s ister.

TR IM BLE, ARTHUR LEE, 59, Kent. Ohio, 
Jan. 15. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , Elizabeth; sons, 
A rthu r, J r., Jam es Earl; tw o  g randch ild ren .

W A G N E R , REV. JO S H U A  C., 8 6 , Ja y , 
M a ine , s u p e r in te n d e n t o f M a ine  D is tr ic t  
fro m  1 960 -1971 , Jan. 9. S urv ivo rs : w ife , 
R u th ; d a u g h te r ,  R e ba  ( M rs .  R o la n d )  
D unlop ; son, M arsha ll; 6 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 12 
g re a t-g randch ild ren .

WEBB, GRACE REBECCA, 92, R iverside, 
C a lif., g ra n d d a u g h te r  o f P h ineas  B resee, 
Jan, 6.

Births
to  SCOTT AND TA M I (VEVIG) BULLOCK, 

N am pa, Idaho, a boy, N icho las S cott, Nov. 
22

to  R IC H A R D  AND JA R O LY N  (M IN E R ) 
D A V IS , S c o tts d a le , A r iz . , a b o y , A u s tin  
R ichard, Feb. 3 

to  T IM  AND LISA DIXON, L ou isv ille , Ky., 
a g irl, Am anda Elaine, Dec. 11 

to  C H A R L E S  A N D  L O R I F IS H E R , 
In d ia n a p o lis ,  In d ., tw in s ,  a g ir l ,  N ic o le  
A sh ley, and a boy, N icho las Alan, Feb. 8 

to  R EV. J IM  A N D  L IZ  F IT Z G E R A L D , 
Fairv iew , Tenn., a g ir l, K aitlyn  Grace, Jan. 7 

to  REV. RICHARD AND KAY (ZURCHER) 
GARGIULO, Jersey S hore, Pa., a boy, John 
Edward, Aug. 21 

to  G A R Y  A N D  J A N IC E  (L Y N C H ) 
GREENO, B a k e rs fie ld , C a lif ., a boy , B re t 
Jam es, Nov. 19 

to  JO H N  A N D  S A U N D R A  (V E R N IE R )

G R IFF IS , B e th a n y , O k la ., a g ir l ,  H annah 
Elizabeth

to  REV. M ARK AND PATRICIA (Z IM M E R ­
M AN) M cCUISTION, T ipp  C ity, O hio, a boy, 
M icah M ark , Jan. 6 

to  CRIS AND CHERYL (D AVIS ) MOGEN- 
SON, S p rin g fie ld , N.J., a boy, W esley Cris, 
Oct. 11.

to  R E V. D E L B E R T  A N D  C H R IS  
R IT T G E R S , W a v e r ly ,  Io w a , a g i r l ,  T o r i 
M iche lle , Jan. 19 

to  CAPT. ALAN AND LEA ANN (CARLEY) 
S A T T LE R , A da n a , R e p u b lic  o f T u rk e y , a 
g irl, V ic to r ia  Grace, Jan. 13 

to  M O R R IS  A N D  D IA N N E  (T H O M A S ) 
S T E V E N S , C u n n in g h a m , T e n n . , a b o y , 
T ay lo r Thom as, Aug. 29

Marriages
RHODA OLSEN and  R IC H AR D  S. T A Y ­

LOR, at Seattle, W ash., Jan. 27.
D E B R A  JA N E  V E R N IE R  a n d  B R E N T  

ALLEN SCHAFFNER at Fayette, O hio, Aug. 
15.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
ALLEN B. ARCHER, to  associa te , A ugusta  

(M aine) F irst 
R OBERT F. AR N D T, fro m  Pella , Io w a , to  

M o n tice llo , Iowa 
W IL L IA M  J. BEAN, fro m  M o rg a n to w n , Ky., 

to  L ou isv ille  (Ky .) G reenw ood 
DAVID R. BECKER, fro m  B row n Deer (W is .) 

New Life Fe llow ship , to  Havana, III.

JAM ES P. BLUE, fro m  M u rp h ysb o ro , III., to 
O livet, III.

DAVID M . BRANTLEY, fro m  H ighland, Ind., 
to  A lanson  (M ic h .) Lakeview  

KENT D. BRITTON, fro m  associa te , M iam i 
(F la .)  C e n tra l, to  a s s o c ia te , S e y m o u r 
(In d .) F irst

R. L. B R O W N , f r o m  T u la ro s a  (N .M e x .)
F irst, to  B uffa lo , Okla.

S. LY N N  B U R K H A R T , f r o m  S ilv e r  C ity, 
N .M ., to  m iss io n a ry  

R O B E R T  K. C A T A L A N O , to  a s s o c ia te ,  
B angor, M aine 

VER N O N  L. C O LL IE R , f r o m  F a rm in g to n  
F a lls , M a in e , to  H u d s o n  F a lls  (N .Y .) 
C ornerstone  

L AR R Y  L. COX, fro m  M a rs in g , Id a h o , to 
Kenm are, N.Dak.

DONALD H. DAVIS, fro m  B lo o m ing ton  (III.)
F irst, to  Lex ing ton  (K y .) Calvary 

G LEN  E. E A D E S , fr o m  T u s c o la , I I I., to  
R ob inson , III.

JA M E S  E. E A V E N S O N , f r o m  W ilb u r to n , 
Okla., to  Ely, Nev.

LARRY R. FAIRBANKS, fro m  C hattanooga 
(Tenn .) Grace, to  F indlay (O h io ) First 

M A R K  FO STE R , fr o m  L a u re l,  M is s  . to  
W yo m ing , III.

J . R U S S E LL  FR A ZIE R , f r o m  G rand  Bay, 
Ala., to  V ersa illes  (Ky.) H un te rtow n  

R O N A LD  E. FR E E LA N D , f r o m  L o u is v il le  
(Ky.) S ou ths ide , to  S om erse t (Ky.) First 

JOHN E. GARRICK, fro m  associa te , Nampa 
( Id a h o )  F a irv ie w , to  a s s o c ia te , Baker 
C ity, Oreg.

B A R R Y  T. G AY, f r o m  C a m d e n , S .C ., to  
O rangeburg  (S.C.) S ou th w e st Terrace

P&B Update:

IRS Mileage Rate for 1993 
Remains Unchanged

The Internal Revenue Service’s standard mileage 
rate for use during the 1993 tax year remains un­
changed at 28 cents per mile. This is the rate that may 
be applied to all qualifying business miles driven dur­
ing 1993.

The IRS mileage allowance affects all churches that 
are using the standard mileage rate when reimbursing 
their employees’ business-related mileage under an 
“ accountable reimbursement plan." More information 
is available from the Pensions office by requesting 
Memo: Church Management #11, “ Auto and Other 
Business Expense Reimbursements."

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA  
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284
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NEWS OF RELIGIONAnnouncements
FOLLANSBEE (W .V A .)  F IR ST CHURCH

will celebrate its  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  M ay 2 8 - 
30. Evening se rv ice s  w il l  be held  a t 7 :00  
p .m . the 28th  and 29 th . A covered  d ish  d in ­
ner w ill fo llo w  th e  9 :4 5  a .m . S un d a y s e r­
vice. A 2 :30 p .m . S unday pra ise  se rv ice  w ill 
be held.

A ll fo r m e r  p a s to r s ,  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  
friends are invited  to  a ttend o r  send g re e t­
ings. For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , w r ite  Nellie  E. 
Rush, 1220 E uc lid  A venue , W e ir to n , W V 
26062, or phone (3 0 4 ) 7 48 -0 74 6 .

MENDOTA ( I I I . )  CHURCH w ill ce le b ra te  
its 50th  a n n iv e rs a ry  M a y  2 3 . A ll fo rm e r  
members, pas to rs , and fr ie n d s  a re  inv ited  
to attend A ddresses are need fro m  all fo r ­
mer m em bers, pas to rs , and fr ie n d s . Send 
addresses and w r ite  fo r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  
at: 1209 6 th  S t., M e n d o ta , IL  6 1 3 4 2 , o r 
p hone (815) 5 39 -6 83 6 .

ORLANDO CENTRAL (FLA.) CHURCH w ill 
celebrate its 50 th  a nn ive rsa ry  A pr. 18. All 
form er m em bers, p as to rs , and fr ie n d s  are 
invited to  a ttend . For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , 
p lease  w r i te  th e  c h u rc h  a t 3 0 0  E a s t 
Jackson St., O rlando , FL 3 28 0 1 , o r  phone  
(407) 841-4082 .

NOBLE (OKLA.) CHURCH w ill ce le b ra te  
its 50th ann ive rsa ry  June  13. A ll fo rm e r  
pastors, m em bers, and fr ie n d s  are inv ited  
to  a tte n d . A fu l l  d a y  o f  s e r v ic e s  a nd  
activ ities is p lan n ed , in c lu d in g  a ca te red  
meal. General S u p e r in te n d e n t J e ra ld  D. 
Johnson w ill be th e  g u e s t sp e a k e r. For 
more in fo rm a tion , please w r ite  the  ch u rch  
at P.O. B ox 3 6 8 , N o b le , OK 7 3 0 6 8 , o r  
phone (405) 8 72 -3 67 8 .

TULSA (O KLA.) SOUTHW EST CHURCH  
(fo rm erly  W e st T u lsa  C h u rc h ) w i l l  c e le ­
b ra te  its  7 5 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  J u ly  1 1 . 
A dd resses  a re  n e e d e d  f r o m  a ll fo r m e r  
m em bers, p a s to rs ,  a nd  fr ie n d s .  P lease  
send to  1306 W . 2 2 n d  S tree t, T u lsa , OK 
74107.

Recommendations
The fo llo w in g  have been recom m ended  

by th e ir  re s p e c t iv e  d is t r ic t  s u p e r in te n ­
dents:

JERRY BORON, e v a n g e lis t, 4 4 1 5 0  TH 
403, C la rington, OH 4 39 1 5 , by M a rio n  W . 
Barber, A kron  D is tric t.

JOHN M AXW ELL, evange lis t, 754  N orth  
Clinton, O lathe, KS 660 6 1 , by Keith  W rig h t, 
Kansas City D is tric t.

KEITH S H O W A LT E R , s o n g  e v a n g e lis t, 
2577 P ennington Bend Road, N ashville , TN 
3 7 2 1 4 , by  W  T a lm a d g e  J o h n s o n ,  
Tennessee D is tric t.

REV. AN D  M R S . H ERBERT C. TU BBS, 
T u s c a lo o s a , A la ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  6 5 th  
w e dd ing  ann ive rsa ry  Dec. 20. The couple  
has 3 c h ild re n , 11 g ra n d c h ild re n , and 13 
g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

ED AND ELW ANDA V IV IA N I. Orangevale, 
C a l if . ,  c e le b r a te d  t h e i r  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
a nn ive rsa ry  Feb. 3. They have tw o  ch ild re n  
and five  g ra n d ch ild re n .

HARRY AND M ARGARET W ILSO N  ce le­
b ra ted th e ir  65th  w e dd in g  ann ive rsa ry  Feb.
2. They have 5 ch ild re n , 13 g ra n d ch ild re n , 
and 22  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

Moving Missionaries
C U N N IN G H A M , DR. FLOYD, P h ilip p in e s  - 

APNTS, Fu rlough  A dd ress : 221 H utton 
S tree t, G a ithe rsb urg , MD 20877 

C U N N IN G H A M , REV. JO H N  and  SAN D Y , 
A f r ic a  S o u th  F ie ld  S o u th ,  F u r lo u g h  
A d d r e s s :  1 0 1 4  L in w o o d  A v e n u e , 
W enatchee, W A  98801 

DO D D S, REV. D E N ZIL  and KAY, N igeria , 
F ie ld  A d d re s s : P .O . B o x  1 0 2 0 , 121 
H o sp ita l R oad, A bak A kw a  Ib o m  State, 
N igeria , W EST AFRICA 

E SS E LS TY N , D R . TED and  JO AN , A fr ic a  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l C o lle g e , F ie ld  
A ddress: P.O. Box 1558 , 1710 F lorida, 
R EPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

F L E M M IN G , M R . D O U G  a n d  A N G IE , 
P h i l ip p in e s  - A P N T S , F ie ld  A d d re s s : 
O rt ig a s  A v e nu e  E x te n s io n , K a y tik lin g , 
Taytay, 1901 R izal, PH ILIPPIN ES 

M O O R E , R E V . R O N A L D  a n d  L A U R IE , 
Indonesia , F urlough  A dd ress : c /o  M r. & 
M rs . M e e k e r , 1 0 9 9 6  L im e k iln  R o ad , 
G rass Valley, CA 9 5949  

REYNO LDS, M IS S  PATR IC IA , G ua tem a la , 
M A C  R e g io n a l O ff ic e , F ie ld  A d d re s s : 
A p a r ta d o  8 2 0 -A ,  0 1 9 0 9  G u a te m a la , 
GUATEM ALA 

SAY, REV. PAUL and TH E LM A , D om in ican  
R e p u b l ic ,  S ta te s id e  A d d r e s s :  9 0 2 4  
C ooper Lane, M o rg a n to w n , GA 30560 

S C H O R T IN G H O U S E , R EV. B Y R O N  a nd  
LEAN N A, N ew  Z e a la n d , N ew  F u rlo u g h  
A d d re s s : 3 8 0 7  N R o c k w e ll, A p t. 2 24 , 
B ethany, OK 73008  

S IL V E R N A IL , REV. KEITH  and  GENEVA, 
T r in id a d  - C N TC , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 
7 2 2 4  N W  3 6 th  S t r e e t ,  A p t .  2 9 2 , 
Bethany, OK 7 3008  

S M IT H , M IS S  BETTY , G u a te m a la , M AC 
R egiona l O ffice , F urlough  A ddress: P.O. 
B ox 584 , B a ldw in  C ity, KS 6 6006  

T R O U T , REV. T IM O T H Y  and  JA D O N N A , 
P h i l ip p in e s ,  N ew  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 
1 0 5 0 5  C o r r in g to n ,  K a n s a s  C ity , MO 
6 4134

A n n i v e r s a r i e s
REV. A L  A N D  V E R N A  B R A S W E L L , 

Pomona, Calif., ce lebra ted  th e ir  65 th  w e d ­
ding ann iversary recen tly  w ith  a recep tion  
at Pomona F irs t C h u rch . The c o u p le  has 
six children.

EARL AND V E L M A  C O TTON, Q uanah , 
Tex., c e le b ra te d  t h e i r  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
a nn ive rsa ry  J a n . 2 w ith  a re c e p t io n  in 
Houston, Tex. The co u p le  has th ree  c h il­
dren, s ix  g ra n d c h ild re n , and  o ne  g re a t­
grandchild.

W IL L IA M  D. A N D  ETTA H O A G L A N D , 
T itu s v il le ,  F la ., c e le b r a te d  t h e i r  6 0 th  
ann iversary Jan . 21 . T h e y  have  o ne  son  
and two g ra n d ch ild re n .

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
O ffice : 6401 The Paseo, Kansas C ity, MO 
641 3 1 . John  A. K n igh t, ch a irm an ; D onald  
D . O w e n s , v ic e - c h a ir m a n ;  W i l l ia m  J . 
P rince , secre ta ry ; Eugene L. S tow e, Jerald  
D. J o h ns on , R aym ond W . H um .

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
G e o rg e  C o u l te r ,  9 3 1 0  C a n te rb u r y ,  
L e a w o o d , KS 6 6 2 0 6 ; V . H. L e w is , 1 4 0 6  
C a m brid g e , O la the , KS 6 6 0 6 2 ; O rv ille  W . 
Jenk ins , 230 9  W . 103 rd  S t., Leaw ood, KS 
6 6 2 0 6 ;  W i l l ia m  M . G re a th o u s e , 1 1 7 9  
R o se w oo d  T ra il, M t. Ju lie t, TN 37122.

CHRISTIANITY IS PREDOMINANT IN HEMISPHERE
Christianity is predominant in most of North America and 
Western Europe, according to a recent study. A worldwide 
study of environmental attitudes taken by members of 
Gallup International last year provides insights into religious 
preferences around the world.

Within our own hemisphere, Christianity is the predomi­
nant religion, ranging from a high of 93 percent in Mexico 
to a low of 73 percent in Uruguay.

Protestantism is highest in the U.S. (56%) and Canada 
(32%), but attracts less than one-tenth of the population in 
Latin America. Roman Catholicism is the predominant 
denomination of the hemisphere. It draws a plurality of the 
faithful in Canada (41%), and majorities throughout Latin 
America. The highest concentration of Roman Catholics is 
in Mexico (86%).

Judaism attracts two percent of the U.S. population, but 
only one percent or less elsewhere in the Western 
Hemisphere. Islam and eastern religions such as Buddhism 
or Hinduism draw only one percent or less of the religious 
faithful.

Christianity is also the predominant faith in Western 
Europe. Nearly all of the people of Ireland are Christian 
(96%) by preference, but just 71 percent of the population in 
Great Britain claim to be Christian. Protestantism captures a 
majority of the faithful in such countries as Finland (84%), 
Denmark (83%), and Great Britain (54%). Roman 
Catholicism is the dominant denomination in Ireland (91%) 
and Portugal (84%).

WORLD HUNGER REDUCED ACCORDING TO 
UNITED NATIONS REPORT
World hunger has been substantially reduced in the past 20 
years, according to a United Nations report. The percentage 
of starving people in developing countries has declined from 
more than one-third of the world population to 20 percent. 
The number of those starving around the world was reduced 
from 941 million people to 786 million.

Edouard Saouma, director of the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the U.N., knows that the problem is not 
solved yet. “Hunger and malnutrition are still the most dev­
astating problems to the majority of the world’s poor," he 
said.

2,000 LANGUAGES NOW HAVE SCRIPTURE
The Gospel of Mark was published in the language of 
Bete:Daloa in 1992, making it the 2,000th language in 
which at least one book of the Bible has been translated. The 
language is spoken by more than 500,000 people in the West 
African nation of Cote d’Ivoire.

Although linguistic experts do not always agree on the 
criteria for determining such milestones, this portion of 
Scripture was the 2,000th to be received by the libraries of 
the American Bible Society and the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. These are the major repositories for Scripture 
publications.
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THE QUESTION BOX C O N D U C T E D  BY W E SL E Y  D. TRACY. Editor

Tw o Q u estion s A bout 
th e L o rd ’s D ay

T h e  B ib le  c lea r ly  te a c h e s  th at  
v o ca tio n a l an d  secu la r  p u rsu its  
are to  b e rep la ced  w ith  w o rsh ip  
an d  rest on  th e  S a b b a th . Yet I 
k n o w  m a n y  C h r is t ia n s  w h o  w a tch  
p ro fe ss io n a l sp o r ts  on  te le v is io n , 
go  sh o p p in g  a t th e  m a ll, d o  yard  
w o rk  or  h o m e rep a irs , g o  sw im ­
m in g , or  p lay  g o lf  on  S u n d a y . A re  
su ch  a c tiv itie s  p ro p er  S u n d a y  b e ­
h a v io r?  W h en  I d e n o u n c e  su ch  
th in g s  a s sin  I am  to ld  th a t I a m  a 
leg a lis t.

You have  c i ted  w ha t  m a y  be  o ne  
o f  the m o s t  g r iev o u s  fa i lu res  o f  c u r ­
rent e v a n g e l ic a l i sm — a lacka da is ica l  
a t t i tude  to w a rd  k eep in g  the  S ab b a th  
holy. A  w o r ld ly  cu l tu re  w h ic h  trea ts  
S u n d a y  as  ju s t  a n o th e r  d ay  fo r  w o rk  
o r  e n te r ta in m e n t  has sw ep t  m an y  
ch u rch  p eo p le  a lon g  w ith  it. T he re  
is n o  d o u b t  in m y  m in d  that  th is  has  
ro b b ed  the  C h u rc h  o f  sp ir i tua l  p o w ­
e r  an d  e ffec t iv eness .  If the ch u rch  
re c o v e re d  the  sen se  o f  h o ly  Sab ba th ,  
the sp iri tua l  tem p e ra tu re  in o u r  
ch u rc h e s  w o u ld  rise. But in a real 
sense  the  C h u rc h  h as  su r ren dered  
the S a b b a th  to  cu ltu ra l  pressure .  
“T h e  S ab b a th  w as  fo r  s im p le r  
t im e s ,” w e say, and  p u rsue  o u r  h e c ­
tic sched u le s  r ight in to  b urnou t .

O n e  o f  the d a n g e rs  in the n ew  
t rend  to w a rd  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t  se rv ices  
is tha t  p eo p le  ins ide  and  o u ts id e  the 
C h u rc h  will  ge t  the  n o t io n  tha t  w e 
are h a v in g  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t  se rv ices  
so S u n d a y  will be f reed  up  for  
spor ts  o r  w ork .  It is a  g o o d  idea  to 
hav e  c h u rc h  se rv ices  w h e n e v e r  you  
c a n  get an au d ie n c e ,  ye t  in d o in g  so 
w e m u s t  no t let e v e ry  cu l tu ra l  trend  
set the a g e n d a  for  the C h u rch .

O n  the  o th e r  h and ,  it is e a sy  to 
b e c o m e  legal is t ic  abou t the S abba th .  
S o m e  h a v e  m a d e  long  lists o f  ac t iv i ­
t ies tha t are acc ep tab le  and  tr ied  to 
fo rce  th e m  on  o thers .  T h e  resu lts  
h av e  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  been  bad. Je su s  
re b u k e d  the P h ar i see s  fo r  the ir  le ­
g a lis t ic  S ab b a th  k eep in g .  T h e y  
w o u ld  no t  sw a t  an  insect  tha t  w as  
su c k ing  the ir  b loo d  lest they  be 
gu il ty  o f  hu n t in g  on  the S abba th .  
T h e y  w o u ld  no t w a lk  ac ro s s  a 
g rassy  p lo t  les t the i r  sh oes  k ick  out 
seeds  an d  m a k e  th em  gu il ty  o f

th re sh in g  on  the  S ab b a th .  J e su s  re ­
m in d e d  th e m  tha t  the  S a b b a th  w as  
m a d e  fo r  m a n  an d  no t  m a n  fo r  the 
S abb a th .  1 th o u g h t  o f  the  P h ar i see s  
w h en  I read  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  M e th o d ­
ists in B a lt im o re  w h o  so m e  100 
y ea rs  a g o  w o u ld  rent the  pub lic  p a rk  
e v e ry  s u m m e r  S u n d a y  an d  then  
s tand  g u a rd  to  m a k e  sure  that no 
o n e  w o u ld  b re ak  the  S a b b a th  by 
p lay in g  b aseba l l  in the park.

W h e n  G o d  c o m m a n d e d  us to 
k eep  the  S a b b a th  holy . H e w as  not 
ju s t  b o ss in g  us  a ro u n d .  W e n eed  
S a b b a th  res t— an d  the h o ly  res t in 
the idea  o f  S a b b a th  is no t ju s t  any  
ac tiv ity  tha t is a  c h a n g e  o f  pace. 
Ra ther ,  S a b b a th  rest p e r ta in s  to  so l i­
tu de ,  re f lec t io n ,  and  m ed i ta t io n  
w h ich  lead  to  q u ie tn e ss  o f  hea r t  and  
sou l— a n d  ev en  to  pea ce fu l  s leep  in 
the p resen ce  o f  G o d .  W e n e ed  ho ly  
res t an d  w e n e e d  the b le s s in g  o f  
w o rsh ip  w ith  o th e r s  o f  like p rec io u s  
faith. G o d  has buil t  us to  re s p o n d  to  
the  rh y th m s  o f  a r e g u la r  S abba th .
W e n eg lec t  it to  o u r  d e tr im en t .

M y w ife  is a  d ev o u t C h r ist ia n  
b u t I te ll h er  sh e  is a  S a b b a th  
b reak er. H er  ty p ica l S u n d a y  b e ­
g in s  at 6 :0 0  a . m . w h en  sh e  g o es  
o v er  h er  S u n d a y  S ch o o l lesson  
o n e  m o re  tim e . A t 8 :0 0  sh e  a t ­
ten d s a C h r is t ia n  W o rk ers  c la ss , 
at 9 :0 0  sh e  tea ch es  h er  S u n d a y  
S ch o o l c la ss , a t 10 :30  sh e  s in g s  in  
th e  c h o ir  d u r in g  th e  w o rsh ip  s e r ­

v ice . W e u su a lly  h a v e  g u e s ts  at th e  
S u n d a y  n o o n  m ea l— as a p art o f  
o u r  “ w itn e s s .”  S u n d a y  a fte r n o o n  
u su a lly  b r in g s  c h o ir  p r a c tice  or  a 
c o m m itte e  m e e t in g  o r  b o th . A n d , 
e v ery  o th e r  S u n d a y  n ig h t sh e  
w o rk s  in th e  n u rsery  d u r in g  th e  
e v e n in g  se r v ic e . O ften  th ere  is 
so m e  in fo r m a l so c ia l g e t- to g e th e r  
a fte r  th e  e v e n in g  se r v ic e  th a t sh e  
“ h a s” to  g o  to . B y  th e  t im e  sh e  
g e ts  h o m e  S u n d a y  n ig h t sh e  is o n e  
e x h a u ste d  g ro u ch . Is th is  th e  w ay  
to  k eep  th e  S a b b a th  h o ly?

Y our d e a r  w ife  d e m o n s t ra te s  that 
c h a s in g  w o r ld ly  p u rsu i ts  is no t the 
o n ly  w a y  to  m iss  the b le s s in g s  o f  
S a b b a th  rest a n d  w o rsh ip .  T h o u g h  
sh e  is s e e k in g  to  d o  g o o d ,  she  
sh o u ld  r e m e m b e r  tha t  she  to o  n eeds  
the  res t an d  w o rsh ip  that G o d  p r e ­
sc r ib es  fo r  us all. P as to rs  usua l ly  
h av e  a s im i la r  p ro b le m  w ith  eve ry  
S u n d a y  b e in g  an  in ten se  “ w all- to -  
w a l l” w o rk  day. M a n y  lay leade rs  
d o  as w ell .  W e are all in th e i r  debt,  
a n d  p e rh a p s  w e  c o u ld  pay  that debt 
by h e lp in g  c a r ry  th e i r  o v e r lo a d ,  and  
c o u n se l in g  th e m  that they  c a n ' t  d o  it 
a ll— w ith o u t  the  ren ew a l  o f  S a bb a th  
rest an d  w o rsh ip .

The views expressed in the responses in this column are 
those o f  the editor and do not constitute official statement 
by or fo r  the Church o f  the Nazarene. The editor is not 
able to send replies to questions not selected fo r  publica­
tion. A ddress: H erald  o f  H oliness, 0401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City. MO t>4l3l.

“It’s another one of Mrs. Ledbetter’s doctor bills. 
Evidently, Pastor, the sanctuary is still too cold.”
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m a r k e d c o p y ^
Notes from an editor’s notebook 

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

In Search of Never Never Land

Jo e y  a n d  I w e r e  d r i v i n g  to  th e  
c lin ic  to  ge t  o n e  o f  his  w e e k ly  
sho ts  fo r  a llerg ies .  It s e e m s  that 

the  K an sa s  a ir  is full o f  dust ,  po l len ,  
an d  m o ld ,  and  o u r  son  is a llerg ic  to  all 
th ree . O u t  o f  the  b lue ,  he said , “ D ad ,  I 
d o n ’t e v e r  w a n t  to  g ro w  up. I w an t  to 
be a k id  fo rev e r .” 1 d o n ' t  k n o w  e x a c t ­
ly w ha t  p ro m p te d  h im  to say  it, bu t it 
c e r ta in ly  c a u g h t  m y  a tten tion .

I w as  s a d d en ed ,  b e ­
c a u s e  I t h i n k  it w a s  
his w ay  o f  say in g  tha t  
e v e n  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  
n ine ,  he fee ls  the  p re s ­
s u r e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  h e  
s e n s e s  th a t  th e y  w il l  
i n c r e a s e  a s  h e  g e t s  
older.

J o e y  a n d  th e  o th e r  
ch i ld ren  o f  his  g e n e ra t io n  are g ro w in g  
up  in a w o r ld  tha t is fo re ig n  to  the one  
I e x p e r ie n c e d  at the i r  age. A s a child ,
1 w a tc h e d  w h o le s o m e  im a g e s  o f  T V  
fa m il ie s  like the C le a v e r s ,  O z z ie  and  
H arr ie t ,  and  sh e r i f f  A n d y  T a y lo r  (w h o  
d id n ' t  ev en  carry  a gun).

T o d a y ,  s u p e r h e r o e s  s p l a t t e r  t h e i r  
e n e m i e s  in  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  c a r ­
toons .  M T V  sh o w s  f reak y  k ids  b u m p ­
ing and  g r in d in g  to  v id e o s  tha t  w o u ld  
not h ave  been  a l lo w e d  in th ea te rs  (let 
a lon e  T V )  w h en  1 w as  a kid.

C h i l d r e n  h a v e  g r e a t e r  d e m a n d s  
m a d e  u p o n  th e i r  lives  today . W h e n  I 
w as  a k id , w e  p la y e d  b aseb a l l  in the 
su m m e r .  You d i d n ' t  p la y  fo o tb a l l  o r  
b a sk e tb a l l  unti l ju n i o r  h ig h ,  an d  s o c ­
c e r  w a s  a g a m e  p lay ed  by k ids in E u ­
rope.

T o d a y ,  m a n y  k id s  a re  in v o lv e d  in 
b a s k e t b a l l ,  f o o t b a l l ,  k a r a t e ,  b a t o n  
l e s s o n s ,  b a n d ,  s c o u t s .  C a r a v a n ,  an d  
m a y b e  e v en  school .

Jo ey  has  been  rece iv in g  and  m a k in g  
p h o n e  ca lls  to  fr iends  for  a b o u t  a  y ea r  
now . T h e y  u sua l ly  go  s o m e th in g  like, 
" M y  M o m  sa id  y o u  c o u ld  c o m e  o ver  
tom o rrow .  B r in g  y o u r  G a m e b o y .” But 
las t  w e e k ,  h e  g o t  a p h o n e  c a l l  . . . 
f rom  a gir l in his  c la s s— and  she ju s t  
w a n te d  to  talk! A f te r  g e t t ing  o v e r  the

initial reac t io n  o f  it b e in g  cu te ,  I re a l­
ized tha t w h e n  I w as  a kid. g ir ls  n ev e r  
p h o n e d  boys ,  an d  I d id n ' t  start p h o n ­
ing g ir ls  until I w as  an ado lescen t.

T h e n  there  are the  adv er t ise rs  w h o  
p a n d e r  to  the y o u th  m ark e t ,  using  sex 
to  m a k e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  l o o k  c o o l .  
T h e y  d o n ' t  g i v e  a h o o t  in  H a v a n a  
a b o u t  y o u r  ch ild ren .  T h e y  w an t  m o n ­
ey, and  they  are m ak in g  lots o f  it.

T o  tell the  t r u th .  I 
w a n t  J o e y  to  s t a y  a 
k id  as lon g  as p o s s i ­
ble. I d o n ’t w an t  h im  
to g ro w  up to o  soon, 
th in k ing  tha t b oo ze  is 
c o o l  o r  th a t  sex  is a 
toy.

1 w a n t  h im  to  r e ­
s p e c t  h i s  p e e r s  a n d  

a d u l t s  (w h e n  w a s  th e  las t  t im e  y o u  
saw  k id s  d o in g  that on  T V ? ) .  I w an t  
h im  to be a g o o d  s tudent.  M os t  o f  all, 
I w a n t  h im  to  lo v e  the  L o rd  a n d  to  
k e e p  a h e a r t  th a t  is s e n s i t i v e  to  th e  
leade rsh ip  o f  the  H o ly  Spirit .

T h e s e  t h i n g s  w o n ' t  h a p p e n  b y  
c h a n c e .  H is  m o m  a n d  I h a v e  g o t  to  
m a k e  a c o n sc io u s  effor t  to teach  h im  
( th ro ug h  w o rd s  and  e x a m p le )  that life 
is n o t  m e a s u r e d  by  th e  to y s  in th e  
c lo s e t ,  bu t by  th e  c h a r a c t e r  in o n e ' s  
h e a r t .  W e h a v e  to  p ro t e c t  h im  f ro m  
n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e s  w h e r e  p o s s ib l e  
and  do  o u r  best to  teach  h im  ho w  to 
c h o o se  the go od  o v e r  the bad.

T h e se  a r e n ’t easy  le s so ns  to  teach ,  
bu t w e 'r e  g iv ing  it o u r  best shot.

B ack  to  m y  co n v ersa t io n  w ith  Joey. 
I to ld  h im  that 1 w an ted  h im  to stay a 
kid as long  as he can , not to rush  into 
w an t in g  to  be a te en a g e r  o r  an adult, 
b ecau se ,  w h ile  it so m e t im es  looks  like 
g r o w n u p s  h a v e  m o r e  fu n  a n d  f r e e ­
d o m ,  they  often  find  th e m se lv e s  w is h ­
ing  tha t th ey  c o u ld  be a kid a g a in —  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e y  f a c e  t h e  
ch a l le n g e  o f  ra is ing  the ir  ch ild ren .
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To tell the truth, 
I w ant Joey to 

stay a kid as long  
as possible.
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OVERPAYMENT TO FUND NEW FIELDS
More than $600 ,000  in G e n ­
e r a l  B u d g e t  o v e r p a y m e n t  
will go tow ard prom oting  the 
w o rk  o f  the  C h u rc h  o f  the  
N aza ren e  in E as tern  Europe 
and Southeast Asia.

G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
E u g e n e  L. S to w e  m ad e  the 
an n o u n cem en t in the annual 
report on behalf  o f  the Board 
o f  G e n e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n t s  
to  th e  1993 s e s s io n  o f  the  
G eneral Board.

A c c o r d in g  to  S to w e ,  the  
su p e r in ten d e n ts  have  d e s ig ­
nated $626 ,000  to be im m e­
d ia te ly  d i r e c te d  to the  new  
f ie lds o f  Russia ,  C a m b od ia ,  
and Ukraine.

W o r ld  M is s io n  D iv is io n  
D i r e c t o r  R o b e r t  S c o t t  to ld  
the  G en e ra l  B oard  tha t  one  
o f  its o w n  m e m b e rs  is c u r ­
ren t ly  c o n s id e r in g  a  ca ll  to 
accep t an a s s ig n m en t  in the 
E a s te r n  E u r o p e a n  w o rk  o f

NORMAN ORE DIES
N orm an Oke, 84, pastor and 
adm in is tra to r ,  d ied  Feb. 14, 
a t  a h o s p i t a l  in C o l o r a d o  

S p r in g s ,  C olo . 
D ea th  w as  the 
r e s u l t  o f  c o n ­
g e s t i v e  h e a r t  
failure.

S u r v i v o r s  
i n c l u d e  h is  

wife: Linnea; daughter, Verla 
L a m b e r t ;  s o n ,  A r v in ;  a n d  
several grandchildren.

A g ra d u a te  o f  N o r th w e s t  
Nazarene  College and N aza ­
rene  T h e o lo g ica l  S em in a ry ,  
O k e  p a s t o r e d  a n u m b e r  o f  
c h u rc h e s ,  in c lu d in g  W a s h ­
i n g t o n ,  D .C . ,  F i r s t  a n d

the Church  o f  the Nazarene. 
“ It is my expectation that he 
and  his spouse  will beco m e  
the first product o f  the ov e r­
paym ent o f  General B udget,” 
said Scott.

" T h e  a d d e d  m i s s io n a r i e s  
and resources for training na­
tional workers, along with the 
accelera tion  o f  o u r  m issions 
program in new areas such as 
Russia, Ukraine, and C a m b o ­
dia, will bring a greater ha r­
vest for G od and our church 
than  o th e r w i s e  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  p o s s i b l e , ” sa id  S c o tt .  
"W e  applaud  those churches 
w ho  o v e rp a id  the ir  G e nera l  
Budget.”

S c o tt  a n n o u n c e d  tha t  the 
c h u rc h  p la n s  to  m o v e  in to  
f o u r  n e w  a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
formerly atheistic Albania, to 
b o o s t  the  n u m b e r  o f  w o r ld  
a r e a s  w h e r e  th e  c h u r c h  
serves to 109.

T o r o n to  F irs t .  O r d a in e d  in 
1936. O k e  w a s  s u p e r in t e n ­
d e n t  o f  the  M a n i to b a - S a s -  
katchew an District o f  the de- 
n o m i n a t i o n  f r o m  1941 to  
1944.

He w as C hris t ian  S erv ice  
T r a i n i n g  d i r e c t o r  f o r  th e  
Church o f  the Nazarene  from 
1948 to 1955. From 1955 to 
1963, he w as book  ed ito r  at 
N azarene  P ub lish ing  H ouse , 
and  s e rv e d  as the f i rs t  a c a ­
demic dean and professor o f  
th eo lo g y  at N a z a re n e  B ible  
C o llege  from  1967 to 1981. 
O k e  w as  h o n o r e d  w ith  the 
doctor o f  divinity from C a n a ­
dian Nazarene College.

MISSIONARIES 
APPOINTED
Five couples  w ere appoin ted  
to serve as Nazarene m ission­
a r i e s  by  th e  1993 G e n e r a l  
Board.

Those appointed are:
R e v . T e r r y  a n d  D ia n e  

B a r k e r — a s s ig n e d  as  m i s ­
sionary teachers to the Luzon 
Nazarene Bible College in the 
R e p u b l ic  o f  the  P h i l ip p in e s  
(A sia-Pacif ic  Region).  T here  
they will serve as missionary 
te a c h e r s .  T h e  B a rk e r s  h av e  
two children, Danna Jaye and 
J o h n a t h o n  T o d d .  C u r r e n t ly  
Rev. Barker is the senior pas­
tor o f  the C om m unity  Church 
o f  the Nazarene  in M assape- 
qua. New York.

K evin and Joan B runk—  
assigned to administrative p o ­
sitions in the Regional Office 
in Q u i t o ,  E c u a d o r  ( S o u t h  
A m erica  Region).  C urren t ly ,  
K e v in  is th e  A u t o m a t i o n s  
S p e c i a l i s t  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  
N a z a r e n e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  
M in i s t r i e s ,  W o r ld  M is s io n  
D i v i s i o n .  J o a n  is a s o c i a l  
w o r k e r  in th e  K a n s a s  C i ty  
area.

B r a d  a n d  N a n c y  F ir e ­
sto n e — ass igned  as W ork  & 
W itn e ss  c o o rd in a to r s  in the 
D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic  o n  the 
C aribbean  Region. T he  F ire ­
stones have two children. A n ­
d re w  an d  A l le n .  C u r r e n t ly ,  
B ra d  is  a s e l f - e m p l o y e d  
builder in Shawnee, Kansas.

R e v . D o u g  a n d  A n g ie  
F lem m in g — ass ig ned  as the 
C o o rd in a to r  o f  C o m m u n ic a ­
t i o n s  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C e n te r  at

ONU PROFESSOR DIES
C H  ( C O L )  K en  H e n d r i c k ,  
6 0 ,  r e t i r e d  A r m y  R e s e r v e  
c h a p l a i n  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  at 

O l i v e t  N a z a ­
ren e  U n iv e r s i ­
ty, died Jan. 27 
in a K ankakee, 
III., n u r s i n g  
home.

H is  d e a t h  
cam e after a long illness.

H e n d r i c k  s e r v e d  in  th e

The F irs t Church of 
the Nazarene in Mos­
cow will be one of the 
groups b e n e fit in g  
from the General Bud­
g e t o v erp aym en t. 
Mark Mann and Naza­
rene  m iss io n a r ie s  
C h arle s  and C arla  
Sunberg are pictured 
with the group.

Five couples were appointed to 
serve as m issionaries for the 
Church of the Nazarene (pic­
tured top to bottom): Rev. Ran­
dall and Judy Owens, Rev. Ter­
ry and Diane Barker, Brad and 
Nancy F ire s to n e , Kevin and 
Joan Brunk, and Rev. Doug and 
Angie Flemming.

A sia-Pacif ic  N azarene  T heo­
lo g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  in  the 
Philippines (Asia-Pacif ic  Re­
g io n ) .  T h e  F le m m in g s  have 
one child, Ian Josiah. Current­
ly, the F lem m ings  are on the 
s t a f f  o f  th e  B e a c o n  Hill  
C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a re n e  in 
Kansas City.

R e v . R a n d a ll a n d  Ju d y  
O w en s— ass ig n ed  to  Arabic 
l a n g u a g e  s tu d ie s  in Jo rd an  
(Eurasia Region). The  Owens 
h a v e  tw o  c h i l d r e n .  F o rres t  
Nathan and Jamie Aline. Cur­
rently, Rev. O w ens is the se­
nior pastor o f  the New Loth- 
r o p ,  M i c h . ,  C h u r c h  o f  the 
Nazarene.

The new missionaries were 
p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  G e n e ra l  
Board by Robert Scott, World 
Mission division director.

U .S .  N a v y  in  th e  K o re a n  
conflict and  for 26 years as a 
c h a p l a i n  in th e  A r m y  R e ­
serve.

H e n d r i c k  p a s t o r e d  three 
churches  on the K ansas City 
D is t r i c t ,  i n c l u d in g :  Sou th -  
wood; Fairmount: and Tope­
ka, Kans., Oakland.

He is survived by his wife, 
R o s e m a r y ;  a n d  t w o  s o n s ,  
Kirt and Jason.
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C e le b ra te  10 y e a rs  
o f S o lo C o n

1 9 8 3 - 9 3

S ekC orv ( 9 9 3
Join other Single Adults 

for a weekend of relaxation, recreation, and renewal 
M em orial Day W e e k e n d -M a y  28-31 Labor Day W eeken d -S ep tem b er 3-6

Mideast in Indiana
Tim Hancock, speaker

Midwest in Oklahoma
Ken Stallings, speaker

West in California
Stephen Manley, speaker

East in Virginia
David Graves, speaker

Great Lakes in Michigan
J. K. Warrick, speaker

South in Alabama
Tim Green, speaker

To request additional information and a SoloCon registration form, contact Linda Hardin 
Church of the Nazarene • 6401 The Paseo • Kansas City, MO 64131 • 816-333-7000, ext. 2257
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GIVE HIM GLORY
A L L  YE P E O P L E

Declare his glory 
among the nations, 
his marvelous deeds 
among all peoples.

Psalm 96:3 (n iv)

CHURC
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