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eptember is the get-serious

WESLEY TRACY

Get Serious!

of Nazarene schoolteachers produced by

month. It ends the whimsy of our churches and colleges. They exert

summer as abruptly as a bee

influences for God, good, morality, and

sting rousesanaPperlnaback ard la@hristian values In communities,

chair. It’s too la
exhausting trip to the mountains or
?1’0‘” extended visit to Grandma’s
house. The camping outing, aglow with
inspiring sunsets, IS now onIE/ a lilac-
scented memory stored in out-of-focus
Photos stuffed unmounted in the pic-
ure album,

Youth camp, VBS, General Assembly
and camp meeting are now nestled
lightly on the closet shelf of your mem-
ory. Another summer somehow got
away from you, and Christmas is still
too “far away to provide any pull-you-
through energy. Yes, Septémber s a
Fresent-tense, get-senous month. Sep-
ember makes demands. ,

It is the season for launching cam-
paigns, motivational speeches, and Kick-
off banquets. In church life. September
usually rmgs attendance drives, build-
ing fund pledges, the Alabaster Offering,
teacher training classes, and preparation
for the fall revival. For Nazarenes. Sep-
tember is also Stewardship month—the
time to reaffirm our commitment of en-
ergy and funds to God’s mission in the
world through our church.

Get-serious September also yanks
children out of the parks and off the
playgrounds and plops them down in
rooms with chalkboards and school-
teachers. It is the season when otherwise
normal young people begin to assert
their own versions of Christopher An-
dreae’s arPument, “Ignorance is a con-
stitutional” right! Education is erode
?ne of the few democratic freedoms left
0 Us.

Perhaps, at this time of year, famllz
devotions should be built around suc
scriptures as “Keep hold of instruction,
do not let go; guard her, for she is your
life” (Proverbs 4:13, RSV).

Stewardship month and back-to-
school time form a natural intersection.
One of the most significant demonstra-
tions of Nazarene stewardship in the
world is the work of the growing army

e to rest up from yechools, and individual lives every-

where. _
The effects of their work cannot be
measured, computerized, or charted in

Nazarene teachers
believe in values
the way doctors
believe in health.

the "District Minutes." Therefore, they
seldom ?et the credit they deserve. As
Samuel Johnson once said, the world is
‘_‘slowl?]/ wise and meanly just” in honor-
mq scholars and teachers,

t has been my pnvﬂege to know
many Nazarene schoolteachers. | have,
in_ fact, lived in the “plighted plural”
with one of them for 38 years. | can tell
Y’ﬁu what Nazarene schoolteachers are
ike.

L For them, teaching is not merely a
job or a profession, it 1s a calling. Stu-
dents are important individuals created
in the image of God—not just names on
a seating chart. o

2. Nazarene teachers believe in val-
ues the way doctors believe in health.

3. They teach by what they are as
well as b%/ what they know. The impact
of a teacher’s character is what survives
when the facts and formulas are for-
gotten,

4. Nazarene schoolteachers have a
ﬂ:ft for g_|V|n%. It is a qift that drives

em to give themselves In patience and
em{)athy..Tms gift of giving drives them
to teach in much the same wa?/_ that an
artist is driven to create a pain |n?, ora
novelist to write a story, or a theologian
to craft a doctrine. _

| wish every student answering the
school el this September could "have
the pr|V|Ie%e of spending the next nine
months with a Nazarene teacher. That's
impossible, of course, but in this issue,
we ask several Nazarene teachers to
coach glqu on how to help Wur child
succeed in school this year. We believe
you will like their practical advice, rq

A Gleam in the Eye and a Passion in the Soul

In a recent speech, Alice Duer Miller
told a college audience:

Don’t ever dare to take your coIIe_Ee
as a matter of course—because, like
democracy and freedom, many peo-
ﬁle you'l never know anything about

ave broken their hearts to get it for
ou.

ime was when Nazarene Bible Col-

lege (to quote President Jerry Lambert)
was only a “gleam in the eye and a pas-
sion in" the soul” of Dr. G. B. Wil-
liamson. Since its founding, many more
dedicated teachers, administrators, Stu-
dents, and laypersons have poured out
their hearts to make NBC the dynamic
rea|||tgv it has become.

~ NBC specializes in providing theolog-
ical education for second-career con-

verts who have been called to Christian
ministry. The school is also making bold
new strides in cross-cultural and ethnic
ministerial training. In this issue, you
are introduced to some of the fine peo-
ple at Nazarene Bible College. _

The annual offering for Nazarene Bi-
ble College is barely a month away. You
need to know, if you don’t already, that
neither Nazarene Theological Seminary'
nor Nazarene Bible Colle?e has an edu-
cational zone or region from which to
draw regular educational budgets. Once
each year, however, all Nazarenes are
%:ven the opportunity to contribute to

ese schools in an” annual offering.
NBC deserves the generous support of
every local church and every Nazarene
in the October 8, 1989, offering.  fg

Herald of Holiness



LOOKII\AG BACK
al

in the Herald of Holiness:

60 Years Ago

The common practice is to let converts starve. ... And there are
probably no people more generally at fault in this matter than
churches connected with the holiness movement, like our own. We
have always had to lay great emEhasw upon the crises of regeneration
and entiré sanctification to make up for the lack of others on these
[Jomts. And while empha5|z_|n% the crises we have practically ignored
he progresses. Our remedy isthe mourner’sbench, no matter whether
the disease be sin, sorrow, ignorance, weakness, trial or temptation. We
give the same medicine, no matter what the sickness. But this is a
mistake. People, especially the beginners in the faith, need instruction,
sympathy and encouragement.
—J. B. Chapman

40 Years Ago

Now there is nothing wrong in owning a television set and nothing
wrong with viewing good programs. But the answer is to exercise cau-
tion in our selectivity— selecting programs of merit and entertainment
value that become the high standards we profess. Let no one “slip past
the ticket window.” .

t fT_ellevmon will test the true spiritual mettle of our ranks. We dare
not fail.

— Bernie Smith

35 Years Ago

In the church, the “watchdog” is particularly trying to have around.
He can scent worldliness a mile away. But his ha |n% is the only thing
which keeps folk from going to sleep. One such brother had a'way in
a long testimony of bluntly telling what was wrong with the church,
and of,oamtmg ﬁlowmg pictures of past standards and glories. ... He
had fallen into the unfortunate habit of looking for suspicious trends.
: ._.tYeLwnhaI the unfortunate impression, he was probably a healthful
irritant!
— Richard S. Taylor

30 Years Ago

For surely as tomorrow’s sun,
So surely rains must fall, _
And songs that rise from hearts of pain
May be the best of all!
—Kathryn Blackburn Peck

10 Years Ago

Holiness is a unique quality of disposition and life that is pure, clean,
and powerful. Itisaquality ofcharacter portraying that which is good
beautiful, pleasant, loving, and holy. Holiness casts out doubts and
fears, and creates vision and optimism.

—Loren W Gould
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No Resource,
However Small,
Is Insignificant
When It’s Used

to Glorify
God

SEPTEMBER IS
STEWARDSHIP MONTH



Come and See

ome and See” is the sur-
prising and shocking re-
sponse of Jesus to a question

strategies will get you to that goal?
What kind of investments are you
willing to make to arrive at that

from some new disciples in Johgodl? = _ _
One does not expect Jesus to saQuestions of such ultimate im-

that. At least, He might have pro-
vided some clearer directions. He
might have handed them some kind
of map or a how-to book. But He
chooses not to do so. I guess grace
really is like that! ,

John the Baptist has been doing a
greatjob. He understands his task as
a witness to the “true light that gives
light to every man” (v. 9, NIV). He
carries out his task so well that his
own disciples understand perfectly.

So we are not surprised when
John makes his long-awaited an-
nouncement, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (v. 29, NIV). John’s teaching
and his witness are so wonderfully
clear, “1have seen and | testify that
this is the Son of God” (v. 34, NIV).

The repetition of the announce-
ment the following da¥ produces an
unhesitating response from his disci-
[)Ies. While he is still talking, those
wo disciples make a 180 degree
turn and start following Jesus. They
r_eaIIY took John at his word. [ really
like the style of those two disciples. |
find myself wondering how | might
have responded to that announce-
ment. N

The first surprising response of
Jesus to His newest disciples is
“What do you want?” The color an
flavor of the words in the original
language include ideas like, “What
are you searching for?” or “What are
you'pursuing?” or “What are you re-
ally desiring?” or “Why are you
here?” That should be enough to
stop any would-be disciple In his
tracks. o

That question is the heart of an
rhﬁthm of spiritual development.
What is the goal ofyour life? What is
your spiritual goal? What kind of

September 1989

portance keep tug%_mg atour sleeves.
Often, those questions come in the
midnight hours when we are unable
to sleep. Why am 1d0|n_(€ what | am
domg}? Is it réally worth it? Where do
l?Qt o here? W hat is the purpose
of it all’

“The strategies
and disciplines
are merely
means to the
true end ”

| have such admiration for those
disciples. They are not distracted by
the abrupt question of Jesus. TheK
decide that the best response to suc

a disruptive question is another
uestion. So they tr&/_ to put Jesus on
the defensive by asking Him. “Rab-
l,J\Ill,\./. .Where are you staying?” (v. 38,

“Those disciples had been con-
vinced bg their former teacher, John
the Bapfist, that Jesus had the an-
swer to their deepest questions.
They were not about to be derailed
from their pursuit. They just moved
toward their goal of flndm? the an-
swers this new Teacher had Tor them.

They wanted to spend some time
with Him. They wanted to share His
space. They wanted to see how His
answers made a difference in the
way He lived. In their hearts they
knéw that the deepest answers to the
deepest questions of life are found in
relationships rather than in mere
concepts. _

Now comes the shocking part of

the response of Jesus; “Come, ...
and you will see” (v. 39, NIV%. Jesus
understood that the nature ofa rela-
tionship cannot be adequately de-
scribed in abstract concepts. The
procedures of relationship can be
defined. The potential dangers in re-
lationship can Dbe identified. Some
of the results of relationship can be
pictured in words, but the quality of
relationship is a matter for experi-

nce.

| recall the day | hesitantly ap-
[)_roached my_ father with the ‘ques-
ion, “How will I know when lam in
love?” He wisely r_esE_onded with a
rather far-off look in his eye. “When
it happens, you will know.” That was
all he was willing or able to describe
o me. .

Jesus invited the disciples of John
the Baptist to learn by firsthand ex-
Penence_. He wanted them to learn
he quality of relationship for them-
selves. He understood that the stra-
tegies, like prayer, meditation, study,
and service, are never ends in them-
selves. The strategies and disciplines
are merely means to the true end—
relationships. _

The results in the lives of those
early disciples were quickly visible.
John 1:39 informs us thatthey ac-
companied Jesus and “spent’that
day with him” (NIV). In the very
next verse Andrew hastens to locate
his brother and invites him to come
and experience life with the Mes-
siah. A relationship of such quality
cries out to be shared.

In the following para_%_raphL when
Nathanael doubts Phi |ﬁs identi-
fication of the Messiah, he receives
the same interesting invitation.
"Come and see” (v. 46, NIVR.

The most important Fatern of
spiritual formation is cultivating an
o_n%omg relationship with the Mes-
siah. Jesus still invites us today with
the same shocking words, “Come
and see!” A



A fter these things God tested
1%  Abraham, and said to him.
| ‘Abraham!” And he said,
‘Here am I He said, ‘Take your son,
your only son Isaac, whom Kou love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer'him there as a burnt offerlng_
upon one of the mountains of which
| shall tell you.' ... When they came
to the place of which God had told
him, Abraham built an altar there,
and laid the wood in order, and
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on
the altar, upon the wood. Then
Abraham put forth his hand, and
took the knife to slay his son. But
the angel of the Lord called to him
from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham.
Abraham!" And he said. ‘Here am I
He said. 'Do not lay your hand on
the lad or do anything to him: for
now 1know that you fear God, see-
ing you have not withheld your son.
gour only son. from me™ (Genesis

2:1-2, 9-12, RSV).* Stud_>{ the whole
of Genesis 22 together with Hebrews
111719, o _

The prime mover in this story is
God. Abraham is secondary and
Isaac is in third place. God is Sov-
ereign through the story and knows
what He is omgi. Abraham does not
know, nor does Isaac, but God does.

In response to the call of God he
had, years before, left his ancestral
home and migrated to Canaan. It
was there that God made the cov-
enant Rrom|se to give him land and
nationhood and name and blessing.
It was a promise that hinged on the
divine assurance, “Your own son
shall be your heir" (15:4).

Th{ou%h uncertain years the
Brom|se eld, and finally Isaac was

orn—child of promise, child of
hope. God had kept His word
against all odds. At last, the fearful,
faithful, dqubtlnf(];, believing, righ-
teous patriarch held in his withered
arms the embodiment of God’s cov-

When God G

enant faithfulness—his own flesh
and hlood son. All was well: the fu-
ture was secure.

And then one awful day, God
spoke. “Abraham!” _
~ “Here am 1" (One translation has
it, “Ready!”)

“Take your son, your onlﬁ/ son
Isaac, whom you love [let the

“The God who had
cut Abraham off
from his past, now
cuts him off from
his future.”

phrases sink in—it would seem that
God was twwtwﬂg the knife], and go
to the land of Moriah, and" offer him
there as a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains of which' | shall tell
you' (v. 2).

The next line reads, “So Abraham
rose early in the morning” (v. 3%.
Who knows the tortured thoughts
thro_u?h the agomzm%_hou_rs of that
terrible night? No talking it over
with Sarah! Just numb, silent obe-
dience, He “saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him. and
his son Isaac; and he cut the wood
for the burnt offering [I can hear the
sound of the axe; can you?], and
arose and went to the place of which
God had told him" (v.3).

No words are spoken as they aP
roach the dreaded place of sacrifice.
he trembling man built an altar,

laid the wood" in order, bound Isaac
(the silent submission of the young
man is incredible), laid him upon
the wood upon the altar, “Then
Abraham put forth his hand, and
took the knife to slay his son” (v.

10). The God who first called Abra-
ham to make this terrible sacrifice,
now called him again, “Abraham,
Abraham!” The tension is broken!
“Do not lay Your_ hand on the lad or
do anything to him; for now | know
that you fear God, seeing you have
not withheld your son, %our only
son, from me” (w. 11-12).

What Are We Supposed to
Learn from This?

What is going on in this awesome
story with such"a wondrous ending?
What are the fundamental issues
dealt with in the inspired narrative?
One clear teaching is that the Lord
God forbids the practice of child sac-
rifice, so common in ancient cul-
tures. A common moral lesson to be
learned is that we must be willing to
%we OUr most precious possessions to

od. But the Abraham-Isaac story
Probes_a more fundamental issue
han either of these. In Abraham’s
experience, God was contradicting
God! What does one do when God
contradicts God? What are you sup-
Eosed to do when the promises of

od are contradicted by the com-
mands of God, when faith is con-
tradicted b?; obedience?

Let’s go back to the story once
more. God called Abraham out of
his culture, separated him from his
famllP( roots, and promised him a
new [ife. God, in fact, cut him off
from his past and gave him the
promise of a future. In obedient re-
sponse, Abraham “went out. not
knowing where he was to go” gl_-le-
brews 11.8). Disengaged from his
ﬁast, looking to an"unknown future,

e trusted the promise of a child and
heir, the seed of a new nation under
God. But the promise stalled
through long years of famine, wars,
falllng%s, and waitings. The old man
was sterile and his aged wife was bar-
ren, but he never quit believing in

Herald of Holiness



tradicts God

the God “who gives life to the dead
and calls into existence the thlnFs
that do not exist. In hope he believed
against hope, that he should become
the father of many nations. ... No
distrust made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised”
(Romans 4:17-18, 20-21).

_Then Isaac was born—the living
sign of God’s promised future. The
man bereft of past, now in the pres-
ence of death, he_Id in his arms the
embodiment of life and future.
That's when God said, “Take your
son, your only son, Isaac, whom you
love, and give him to me.” The God
who had cut him off from his past
now cuts him off from his future! All
his years of obeying and trust!nF
were washed away by the terrible
command of the God he trusted,
“Sacrifice Isaac to me.”

What is God doing here? One
thing is sure, God is revealing to
Abraham—and to us—that the fu-
ture is not with Isaac but with God.
The future does not lie with the signs
of the future, even the God-given
signs, but with the God who gives
the signs. In the awful word, “Give
me Isaac!” God is saying to Abra-
ham, “Your future does not lie with
Isaac but with me.” I don’t think I'm
the only one who needs to hear this
word! © .

The issue raised in this narrative
for us is: What sustains our hopes?
What under%wds our anticipated fu-
tures? On whom or on what are we
resting our assurance of tomorrow?
We pray and trust and work and be-
lieve; we get the job, experience the
marnaﬁe, gain the promotion, com-
Plete the project or the degree, have
he children, enter the chosen pro-
fession. These things are understood
to be the gifts of God. But what hap-

September 1989

pens when the job is lost, credibility
IS shattered, illness comes, the person
who was our hope disappoints us—
or dies? _
Through his horrendous trial,
Abraham learned this one thing: The
future does not rest with anyone or
anything that God gives buf with
God himself. The answer to Abra-
ham’s dilemma was just continuing

Releasing to God’s
disposal our most
cherished earthly
possessions,
achievements, and
blessings is the
essence of
Christian
stewardship.

faith in God’s promise and con-
tinuing obedience to God’s com-
mand. The Hebrew writer reminds
us that at the point of stalemate, in
the enervating, paralyzmg tension
between gain-and loss, life and death,
[)_rom|se and demand, the resurrec-
ion power of God is released and
hope is assured (11:19).

The Fondest Idol
Must Be Released

There is another thing God is
doing—and He knows what He is
doing—in His testm? of Abraham.
He is cleansing His friend's heart
from its fondest idol and centering it
again on himself. It isnt too difficult
to imagine the relationship between
old Abraham and his gift-child. The
divine promise made and then de-

REUBEN WELCH

layed only intensified the pain of
wamnﬂ._ ut now, at last, the dreams
are fulfilled. The young man at his
side was his treasure. Did he become
the idol of the old man’s heart?

God tested His friend, who surren-
dered his most precious love in the
realization that there is room in the
heart for only one sovereign loyalty.
The divine response to Abraham’s
faithful sacrifice was, “Now | know
that you fear God.” What God really
wanted in this particular testing was
not Isaac but Abraham. I think the
old saint walked close to his son
back down the mountain, singing to
himself, “My ambitions, plans, and
wishes at my feet in ashes lay. I will
praise Him!” _

A, W. Tozer has written a chapter
called “The Blessedness of Possessing
Nothing.” He notes that in that
awful/wondrous offer_ln% of his only
son, something beautiful and pro-
found happened in Abraham’s heart.
His relationship with his son was still
devoted but somehow detached. He
didn’t own him anKmore. Nor were
things any longer the same between
Abraham”and his God. The attach-
ment was deeper—he was owned all
the more. _

What, then, when God contradicts
God? We trust the promise and obey
the command! We can do so hecause
we share the life of another Father
whose Son, our Lord Jesus, was not
delivered but who was obedient,
even unto death. In the awful con-
tradiction of the Cross, hanging be-
tween heaven and hell, between love
and justice. He never fet go His trust
in His Father’s love nor ever ceased
His obedience to His Father’s will.
And when, for us. it seems that God
Is contradicting God, we are ?_ranted
suaprlsmg grace to_go on trusting
and to go on obeying.

‘Unless otherwise indicated, the Scripture references in this
icle

e es
art are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible.



Talking with Your Teen

ow can | communicate with
my daughter? She won't lis-
ten; she lies to me; she

fused about whether he was born in
Nebraska or Ohio. Even if Johnny is
interested in how babies are made, he

spends hours talking on the phonill probably be satisfied with a few

with her friends but never has anyimple facts. You don't have to (r]ive

thing to sa?; to the family.” | hear (%ues-
tions like these all too often from the
parents of teenagers.

So | talked with Janet Strong Powell,
who is mother of a teen, a thera{nst,
school guidance counselor, and teaches
workshops on parenting for Boston
area churches.

Tarrant: Janet, what do you say to par-
ents who are worried about how to
communicate with their teenagers?
Powell: 1 tell them, dont wait until
some magical day in their children’s
teens when communication will begin.
Communication should begin in in-
fancy, from day one.
Tarfant: Communication with a new-
born? . o
Powell: Definitely. Communication be-
gl_ns_ with listening to a baby’s cries,
istinguishing between a cry of hunger
and a cry of pain or discomfort, an
responding appropriately. Parents
should talk to their babies right from
the start, stimulating them through
language, singing to them, praying for
them out loud, _readlngi_to them, nam-
ing things, naming feelings—a two-
year-old can learn to |dent|fY sadness,
anger, happiness, fear, love, to call a
temper tantrum by name, and will be
healthier later for accepting such feel-
ings.

g‘Llstemng with an open heart” is a
skill that parents can begin to develop
while their children are still young. We
need to listen for the feelings behind
the words, b readmc}; the child’s body
language and tone of voice. How
many of us parents are always so sure
we are right that we don't héar our
ghll(gren when they express their opin-
ons?

Tarrant: What about the questions that
children ask about God or about sex?
Powell: First, find out what is on the
child's mind. If Johnny asks, “Where
did I come from?” he may just be con-

the whole story at once. Add informa-
tion g_raduaIIY through the years as the
child'is able to grasp it. I we deal with
their little questions as the,z come
along, they will be more likely to come
to us later with the big stuff.

Tarrant: Are Yo_u saying that parents
who develop this kind ofoFenness
early on will have no problems later?

Communicate with
your children
when they are
small— it will be
10 times harder if
you wait until they
are teenagers.

Powell: Not at all. I've learned with
my own daughter that she has her “off
days” when she won't even respond to
“How was your day?"—hut later in the
week she may sit down and talk non-
stop. We have built a solid foundation
through years of caring and communi-
cation, so when she rejects me | know
she’ll eventually come back.

Tarrant: What ifyou hear things that
a][g upsetting, that you dont approve

0

Powell: I've learned not to overreact. If
we can avoid being immediately judg-
mental, we may have a chance to
share our wisdom later on. Parents
who are harsh and critical can push
their kids out the door. A teenager
these days may choose to walk out.
Prayer, love, forﬂweness, and accep-
tance, on the other hand, will draw

your children to you. Unfortunately,
manY teens learn"that it is easier to
talk to peers than to parents. Peers are
less critical, show greater interest, may
bte)lmore honest, and are more avail-
able.
Tarrant: Available? o
Powell: Yes, they talk to their friends
for hours, but, accordln? to Josh Mc-
Dowell’s 1988 survey of Christian
teens, fathers spend Tess than one
minute per day in serious conversation
with their teens: mothers, less than
four minutes. ,
Tarrant: Surely, there is a needfor
Christian Parents to challenge certain
behaviors! _
Powell: Parents need to choose their
battles, decide what they can live with
and what they can let go for the sake
of the relationship. Don’t make World
War Il out of something that’s not im-
ﬁortant, like the mother who destroyed
er relationship with her daughter over
the issue of eye shadow. A parents’
support ?roup can be helpful, es-
premally or single parents.
Tarrant: Do you everfind yourselfsay-
ing things to'your daughter that your
mother said to you—and hating your-
selffor it? _
Powell: Yes, the old tapes that play in
our heads! We shouldn’t be too hard
on ourselves for repeating the patterns
we learned, but it’s good to be aware
of them. A support group can help us
recognize those old messages and start
to change them. _
Tarrant: Is there anything else that you
feel is important?
Powell: Home should be a sanctuary, a
buffer from the hurts and put-downs
of the world. Our kids need to know
that we are there for them, cheering
them on.
Tarrant: Is it too latefor parents who
have not developed good communica-
tion with the children before adoles-
cence'? _
Powell: It's not too late to try, hut it’s
10 times harder to build a réfationship
once the kids begin that pulling away
that is a natural part of adolescence.
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ook Who's 40 Years Old

1989 Is the Fortieth Anniversary
ofthe Alabaster Offering

BY HELEN TEMPLE

temala, reported 15,907 full and
probationary members, making the

year ago. Rev. Jesus Reyes,
district superintendent of the
Alta Verapaz District in Gua-

district the largest in the Church of

the Nazarene. At the same district as-
semblhl, the delegates voted to give 20
churches to the Guatemala East Cen-
tral District to strengthen it. With this
transfer, the Alta Verapaz district
membership was lowered to 13,573,
still the largest district in World Mis-
sion areas, Oregon Pacific, USA., is
the only district larger than Alta Vera-
paz. with a membership of 14,916

The Iar?e_st church on the Alta Ve-
rapaz District is San Juan Chamelco,
with 5,000 members. The building
has been enlarged four times and is
packed every Sunday.

The Alta"Verapaz District has or-
?amzed nearly enough new churches
0 make up for those given to the East
Central District. S

On March 2, 1949, the first gift
from the newly instituted Alabaster
Offering was sent to the mission cen-
ter in Coban, Guatemala E}no_w on the
Alta Verapaz District), to build a mis-
sionary home. Forty years later, in the
40th anniversary year of Alabaster
giving, Alta Verapaz reported the IarP-
est district membersm[) among World
Mission districts. Alta Verapaz be-
clag%e a fully self-supporting district in

_ The Alabaster Offering, introduced
in 1949, is received twice a year (in
February and September). The Naza-
rene World Mission Society promotes
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Lela Jackson, outgoing general president of
the NWMS, presents an award to Rev.
Elizabeth Vennum. Forty years ago Mrs.
Vennum “invented” the Alabaster box
offering. The presentation took place on
Friday, June 23, at the General NWMS
Convention in Indianapolis.

the offering to provide funding for
land and buildings on Nazarene mis-
sion fields.

The original challenge was for Naz-
arenes to do without something they
wanted but didn’t really need, such as

Last year
Alabaster giving
reached almost
$2 million.

Perfume or new clothes. The money
hat would have been used to pur-
chase the items was then put in Ala-
baster boxes as love gifts to God. The
boxes were to be brought to the
church in February and September to
be opened. -

~ The idea of a sacrificial love offer-
ing captured the interest of Nazarenes
worldwide. Working people in many
countries gave their busfare and
walked to work. Others sold the eﬂgs
from an “Alabaster” hen and gave the
money. Some dairy farmers named a
cow “Alabaster” and gave the pro-
ceeds from the sale of her milk. Some
dedicated an acre of ground and sold
the harvest for Alabaster. African
women brought produce from their
(f;_ardens. Some office workers sacri-
iced new clothing, lunch money, or
mm_plx put "thank you” offer!n?s Into
their Alabaster boxes for special bless-
ings God had given them.

A little Mexican boy, told he was
too small to have an Alabaster hox,
made one for himself from a dis-
carded lard carton, sealed it with gum,
and went up and down his street col-
lecting “going without” money from
friends and relatives. ,

The AIabaster_Offerm? takes its
name from the biblical story of the
woman who broke her Alabaster box
of fragrant ointment and poured it on
Jesus In gratitude and love.

In 1988, Nazarenes worldwide gave
$1962,002.91 in Alabaster Offerings.
Alabaster money was sent to 50 coun-
tries to buy land or to erect churches
and other needed buildings. A
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The General Assembly Report

45,000 Nazarenes celebrate Communion to open the 22nd General Assembly.

Nazarenes Converge on Indianapolis

Almost 50,000 Nazarenes from
|'\. around the world converged on
Indianapolis for the 22nd Quadren-
nial General Assembly and Con-
ventions of the Church of the Naza-
rene. The assembly, held June 21-30,
was the largest religious convention in
the history ofthe city, according to the
Ind|an_aE.oI|s Convention and Visitors
Association.
_ “The primary purpose of our com-
ing together is"to exalt the name of
our Lord Jesus and Savior, to praise
Him for all His ‘marvelous works to
the children of men,”™ wrote General
SuFerlntendent John A. Knight in a
welc.ome to the visitors.
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“We will do this in services of wor-
ship, inspiration, and challenge,” he
wrote. “We will do this by reviewing
victories during the quadrennium
just ended, evidences of God’s lead-
ership and blessing. We will prajse our
great God by manifesting spirits of
unity and love forall men.... We will
lift our hearts in praise bY makmq
Elans to carry out better the Grea

ommission to take the liberating
gosteI to all peoples everywhere.”

teaching the world forChrist was a
topic that surfaced throughout the as-
sembly. “That the World May Know”
will remain the theme for the next
quadrennium. “This theme has cap-

tured the hearts and imaginations of
our people,” said General uFerlnten-
dent Jerald D. Johnson in the Qua-
drennial Address of the Board of
General Superintendents. The first
%/_e_ar ofthe quadrennium will be iden-
ified as “That the World May Know
—Pray,” with the theme for subse-
q%ent years to be “Go,” “Preach,” and
] ea n

Some 850 delegates from 89 world
areas partmﬁate in the plenary ses-
sions. Together they voted on ‘more
than 200 resolutions and heard re-
ports from seven commissions ap-
Bomted at the 1985 General Assem-

ly.
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~ The four incumbent general super-
intendents, Eugene L. Stowe, Jerald
D. Johnson, John A. Knight, and
R_a?]/mond ‘W. Hurn, were reelected,
with each incumbent receiving more
than 90% of the votes cast. Two new
members were elected to the six-
member Board of General Superin-
tendents. William J. Prince and Don-
ald D. Owens were chosen to fill the
vacancies created by the retirement of
General Superintendent William M.
Greathouse and the late Charles H.
Strickland. Strickland, who would
have retired this summer, died un-
expectedly last August. The assembly
voted to hestow emeritus status on
Greathouse. _

Formostconvennon-goe_rsGeneral
Assembly wasn't all business. An
83,000 square foot exhibit hall called
Nazarene EXPO '89: Partners in Vi-
sion and Venture was a popular spot
for browsing and visiting. The Expo
featured more than 80 exhibits, many
from Nazarene World Headquarters
in Kansas C|tg and a sales area from
Nazarene Pu hshlng House. Thou-
?]aﬂds of visitors toured the exhibit
all.

A variety of special events occurred
during the” 10 days Nazarenes were in
Indianapolis. Some 45,000 Feople
gathered in the Hoosier Dome to wor-
ship and share in a service of holy
Communion. Nearly 2,000 teens and
their si)onsors part_|C|Pa_ted in a day-
long cean_—upNFrO]ec in downtown
Indianapolis. Mrs. Louise Chapman,
96-year-old general NWMS president
emerita, shared her vision for the fu-
ture of the church. Volunteer phone
callers used telemarketing to begin

lanting a church in Milwaukee.

ore than 267 Churches ofthe Naza-
rene were officially organized simul-
taneously in an evening service.
~ On Wednesday night, June 28, an
inspirational service featured the in-
duction of the two newly elected gen-
eral superintendents, a sermon by
Eugene L. Stowe, and a prayer by 96-
year-old Louise Rohinson Chapman.

“What a ?reat athering it has
been,” said Stowe. “Great in size; the
largest convocation of Nazarenes in
our history. Great in spirit; the Holy
Spirit has come in answer to the
unlted_[)rayer of our pe_oP_Ie. Great in
commitment to our distinctive doc-
trine of Christian holiness.” tq
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William J. Prince and Donald D.
Owens were inducted as the 27th and
28th members of the Board of Gen-
eral Su[)ermtend_ents in a special ser-
vice at the Hoosier Dome Wednesdar
evening, June 28. The two former col-
lege presidents were surrounded by
the incumbent members of the Board
of General Superintendents as they
knelt at the altar where the late Gen-
eral Superintendent R. T. Williams
was saved. _

Board of General Sugerlntendents
chairman, Eugene L. Stowe, called
the new Inductees “servants of the
church who have proved the level of
their commitment ... the caliber of
their dedication across years of self-
less ministry.”

“In a very real sense, the mantle of
Dr. Greathouse and our deceased
brother. Dr. Charles Strickland, will

R

ding” Service

fall upon these men, who in the provi-
dence of God will take up their du-
ties,” Stowe said before the induction
grayer_was prayed by retiring General

uperintendent William M. Great-
house. _ _

The final worship service of the as-
sembly also served as a “sending ser-
vice.” In a message commissioning all
Nazarenes as missionaries, Stowe de-
clared, “The basic calling of every be-
liever is to carry the light ofthe gospel
into the dark corners of our world.”

He called for “unconditional com-
mitment to this task” and often
guoted the late General Superinten-

ent James B. ChaB_man. Chapman’s
widow, Louise Robinson Chapman,
prayed an impassioned prayer to
close the service, sending the denomi-
nation into the world to carry on the
redemptive mission of its Lord. g

Retiring General Superintendent William M. Greathouse prays the prayer of induction for
the two new members of the Board of General Superintendents.

Integnational BoardfochducatioglCreated/

OMMISSIONEr 0

After minoramendments in commiit-
tee and by the General Assembly, the
main recommendations of the Edu-
cation Commission were adopted.
The assembly established an Inter-
national Board of Education to be
“general church advocate for educa-
tional institutions in the Church of
the Nazarene worldwide.” The IBE
also will serve in an advisory role to
these schools, which retain com-
pletely their regional and local auton-
omy. All Nazarene educational insti-
tutions classified as “U” level or

ucation electe

above will be related
to the IBE.

A statement of ed-
ucation philosophy
will appear in the
Manual locating the
work of the educator
within the church’s
broader mission, It states that “the
primary task of the church is worship
expressed in evangelism, compassion-
ate ministries, and education.” The
report called on Nazarene schools to
reevaluate and reflect upon their own
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mission statements in order to better
integrate Christian values in the edu-
cational process and better inculcate
them in their students.
_The International Board of Educa-
tion will be composed of 1L members:
6 elected by the General Board and 5
to serve by virtue of offices they hold.
These include: the education"mem-
bers of the General Board, the direc-
tors of the World Mission Division
and Pastoral Ministries, and a newly
created commissioner of education.
The latter position uP_grades and re-
places the current offtice of secretary
of Education Services and ?_lves the
interests of higher educafion en-
hanced status within Nazarene Head-
guarters. Dr. Stephen Nease. presi-
ent of Eastern Nazarene College,
was elected by the General Board to
fill this position. Dr. Nease has ac-
cepted this new assignment. A

Nazarenes Tackle
BIOE'J]ICS

The 22nd General Assembly of the
Church ofthe Nazarene reaffirmed its
stand against “abortion on demand.”
The delegates adopted legislation that
states that the denomination “is op-
Posed to the use of induced abortion
or personal convenience or popu-
lation control.” The legislation retains
the existing statement that opposes
“liberalizing the laws that allow for
induced abortion on demand.” It also
encourages Nazarenes to "provide a
context of love, prayer, and counsel”
for those suffering during crises ofun-
wanted pregnancies. _ _

Abortion was one of a variety of is-
sues that were studied by a Special
church commission on bioethics au-
thorized by the 21st General Assem-
bly. The commission studied such
topics as; genetic engineering, health
care, euthanasia, artificial insemina-
tion, surrogate motherhood, etc.

One of the commission recom-
mendations that was adopted by the
General Assembly creates a new para-
graph in the “Special Rules” section
of the church’s Manual on “Human
Sexuality.” In part, it calls for an affir-
mation ofhuman sexuality within the
bounds of Christian marriage as “one
expression of the holiness and beauty
that God the Creator intended for His
creation.” Emphasis upon sex educa-
tion in the home and by the church
are included in the paragraph.
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Reaffirming a position against the
misuse of sex, the new rule declares,
“We view all forms of sexual intimacy
that occur outside the covenant of
heterosexual marriage as sinful dis-
tortions of the holiness and beauty
God intended for it.”

Entertainment
Eﬂucs

A proposal to change the method by
which Nazarenes express their oppo-
sition to violence, sensuality, por-
no raPhy, and profanity in the movie
industry” was discussed with spirited
articipation at the General

ySlnce 1928 the Church ofthe Naza-
rene has chosen to express its o_p?_osr
tion to what they call “sub-Christian”
values depicted in movies by calllngi
for church members to totally boycot
movie theaters. _

A commission appointed to study
the matter recommended that new

SSEm-

Lar%est Number of
International
Delegates in History

The 22nd General Assembly and
Conventions attracted the [argest
number of international delegates
and visitors in history, according to
Mary Alice Smee. Smee was responsi-
ble for processing hotel reservations,
alon%wnh visa and guarantee letters
for those attending the event from
outside the US.A. and Canada.,

More than 1,435 World Mission
area attendees were processed. This
included: 323 General Assemblg
delegates or alternates, 332 NWM
delegates, 211 NYI delegates, 130
CL/SS delegates, and 439 visitors.
Smee added that about one-third of
these represented spouses.

“The largest number processed
prior to this year was in the 800s,”
said Smee. "We had a larger number
of visitors this year. It seems that, just
like Nazarenes in the U.S.A., represen-
tatives from the international church
want to be at General Assembly to see
what’s qomg on."

The largest number from World
Mission areas were from the Africa
Region. The largest number of non-
delegate visitors representing a single
area were from Korea.

methods of making Nazarene con-
victions known be explored.

The commission report cited the
tensions between the Nazarene policy
of selective viewing of television and
videos on the one hand and the
cinema boycott on the other hand.
~Many ofthe delegates, however, be-
lieved that to change from the boycott
strategy would be Interpreted as sup-
?ort_mg the movie industry. Others
elt it was a betrayal of the Nazarene
heritage and a “lowering of the stan-
dards.”

The_ legislation flna!!jy adopted
reads in part: “The avoidance of all
entertainment ventures and media
productions including the motion
picture theater [c;nema('i, except films
Froduc_ed by Christian organizations;
elevision programs, VCR' tapes, and
drama which produce, promote, or
feature the violent, the sensual, the
pornographic, the profane, or the oc-
cultic’and thus undermine God’s
standard of holiness of heart and life.”

The first Cuban national representatives to
a General Assembly were greeted by
retiring General Superintendent William M.
Greathouse. They include r( t0 I): Andres
Fernandez Valencia, CL/SS delegate;
Greathouse; Aramis Galvez, district
superintendent; and Dora Louisa Rojas
Perez, NWMS district president.

Delegates from Cuba were present
at the 22nd_GeneraI_AssembIk/—
marking the first time since 1956 that
dele?ates had attended from that
country. _

Plenary sessions of the General As-
sembly were interpreted into eight
languages: Spanish, Portu%uese,
French, Mandarin and Canfonese
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Pid-
gin English. _

At least six musical groups from
World Mission areas also participated
in various services during the con-
ventions or assembly. A
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267 Churches Organized in Single Service

In a first for the Church of the Naza-
reng, 267 churches were organized in
a single service Friday evemn%, June
24. General Superintendent Ray-
mond W. Hurn officiated in the spe-
cial ceremony as persons reﬂresentlng
each one of’the churches held signs
around the floor of the Hoosier
Dome. The organization, part of the
joint Church Growth/CL/SS service,
was heard by Nazarenes in Quito, Ec-
uador, and "Ascuncion, Paraguay, by
means of telephone hookups. Naza-
renes around the world were meeting
together in man%/ ofthe communities
where the churches were organized to
celebrate the historic event.

“The reason we do this is because
we are children of God attempting to
fulfill the Great Commission to
‘make disciples,”” said Hurn. “We cel-

%bhrat? 267 new cells in the Body of
rist.

The mass church or%anization
boosted the number of churches or-
ganized in this “Yearof Church Plant-
Ing" to 688. This is only 42 churches
short of the ﬂoal 0f 730." The previous
record high for new church or-
%anlzatlo_ns in the denomination was

58, set in 1988.

“On October 13, 1908, the second
General Assembly of Nazarenes
recorded 10,414 church members,”
said Hurn. “On this 23rd day of June,
in the yearofour Lord, 1989, I'm sure
that we honor more new Nazarenes in
this one organizational event, than we
recorded as members in 1908.”

~Most of the new church organiza-
tions, 128, took place in South- Amer-
ica. 1

The five members of the Board of General Superintendents become the first persons at the

General Assembly to participate in “The Phone's for You!” project, which will ultimately plant

a church in Milwaukee, Wis.

Syein Moged

By a vote 0f617 to 60, the 22nd Gen-
eral Assembly adopted changes mod-
ifying the denominatign’s procedure
for initiating and mamtalnmg pas-
toral relationships. A special “Calling
ofthe Pastor Commission” was estab-
lished at the last General Assembly to
deal with problems in the current sys-
tem ofcalllnF and retaining a pastor.
That system limited the term ofoffice
on the“initial and subsequent calls of
a pastor. It also mandated periodic
congregational votes on a Pastor.

Among the concerns of the com-
mission were the destabilizing effects
of the existing sP/stem on the pastor,
the pastor’s family, church, and com-
munity. In their stud){, the commis-
sion ascertained that “the renewal
vote causes short-term pastorates.”
Research indicated that both laymen
and pastors favored a change in the
system by a ratio of two-to-one.

The commission summed up the
roblem in the words of the Board of
eneral Superintendents to the 1923

A “regular pastoral
review” replaces
the periodic
“renewal vote.”

General Assembly as, “getting the
right man [sic, Pe_rson in the right
place at the right time.” It set out to
address three areas: (1) strengthening
the initial call process: (2) improving
communications hetween pastors
and their congregations; and (3) re-
placing the current renewal vote pro-
cedure with a less disruptive process.

While pastoral accountability is
still strongIY emphasized in the new
procedure, the focus moves from a pe-
riodic performance_rewew of the pas-
tor to a constructive evaluation of
both the church and pastor in the
light of their gr%reed upon goals and
exPectatmns. e new s*stem man-
dates dialogue and Hrob e_m_-s_olvmﬁ
efforts beginning with the initial ca
and continuing at least every other
year thereafter. o

Ref)lacmg the periodic pastoral re-
newal vote by the congregation, the
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new action calls for a “reqular pas-
toral review” every four years by the
church board, the district'superinten-
dent or designate, and the pastor.

A vote on the pastor would not be
taken unless the church board indi-
cates that a significant problem exists.
Ifa vote ofthe board is called for, the
major_ltr of members present may
submit the question ofcontinuing the
pastoral relationship to the members
of the church for a vote. It is expected
that this lorocedure will develop
meaningful and prayerful dialogue,
which would eliminate the need for
frequent reconsideration of the pas-
tor's call. _ _
~ “I'think the assembly’s action elim-
inates the uncertainty of a pastor’s
tenure in a particular pastoral assign-
ment and gives him the hope and ex-
pectation of being able to give him-
self, without fear of interruption, to
the ministry ofthe church to which he
is called,” said one Nazarene pastor
when asked about the finalized legis-
lation. “It also definitely relieves the
stress on the pastor's family.” _

Like other General Assembly legis-
lation, the new method of calling and
retalnln% a pastor goes into effect
upon publication of the new Manual.

hr

Doctrine of the
Church Article
Adopted

The report of the Doctrine of the
Church Commission came before the
22nd General Assembly after re-
ceiving an endorsement of 14-0 from
the Judicial Committee. The central
recommendation of the report was
the adoption of an Article of Faith
concerning “The Church” prepared
by the commission in response to its
mandate from the previous General
Assembly..

Consisting of four paragraphs con-
cerning the nature, character, and
marks of Christ’s Church, the pro-
posed doctrinal statement was
amended slightly by the assembly be-
;%zelgemg adopted bv a vote of

The Manual of the Church of the

Nazarene has never before had an Ar-
ticle of Faith on this matter. The new
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A group of teens participate in “A Heart for the City” service project.

2,000 Teens and Leaders Participate

In Service Project

Almost 2,000 Nazarene teens and
their youth leaders braved hot,
muggy weather Saturday. June 24.
as t e¥_ took to the streets of Indi-
anapolis for “A Heart for the City"
service project.

The day began at 9 a.m. as teens
and leaders met for training and
orientation at the convention cen-
ter. The group was_introduced to
the downtown Indianapolis area by
John Hay. Jr, pastor of Shepherd
Community Church of the Naza-
rene; Dean Cowles, director of
Shepherd Community mission;
and Randy Beich of area youth
ministries.

Doug Runyan, former youth
[)astor at Nashville First Church of
he Nazarene and recently ap-
pointed missionary to thé Ivory

doctrinal statement recognizes the
church as a covenanted community
called by the Spirit of God; empha-
sizes its responsibility to worship,
preach the Word, administer the sac-
raments. and minister in Christ's
name; identifies its mission in the
world as holy living, evangelism, dis-
cipleship, and service; and recognizes
{t as both local and universal in na-
ure.

Being a constitutional change, the
resolution must now be ratified by a
two-thirds vote of all the reqular and

Coast, shared the importance of
ministry and selflessness. Runyan
then commissioned teams leaving
for the service project site.

The teams fanned out overa
10-block area, picking up trash, in-
stalling smoke detectors in homes
of the elderly, putting on children's
programs in the park, and passing
out'information about the Shep-
herd Community Church of the
Nazarene and mission. “It was
%reat,” said Bruce Oldham, mem-

erofthe General NY1 Council.
Southeast U.S.A. “Perhaps a dozen
suffered from heat-related prob-
lems, but they didn’t let the
weather stop them.”

Indianapolis Mayor William
Hudnut declared Saturday “NYI
Day” in Indianapolis. A

mission district assemblies of the
church.

News from the CL/SS, Church
Growth, NYI, and NWMS Con-
ventions in our next issues.
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COME SHARE THE

re you good at thinkin? on

our feet? I'm not. I get
caught offguard all the time. A few days a?Q, | sat beside a non-
It happened recently at Southghvistian on a flight out of Denver. |

Nazarene University. =

I'm the missionary-in-residence
there at SNU. Some of my “Christian
Thought” students last semester were
not Nazarenes. Suzanne was one of
those. One day after class she stopped
to talk. She said she was thinking
about{ommg our church, _

“But I'm not sure why,” she said al-
most as a challenge. “Can you help
me decide? Why are you a Nazarene?”

I began to hem and haw around. As
| said, no one thinks of me as a bril-
liant off-the-cuff thinker. Finally, I
mumbled something. Days passed.
Suzanne’s question kept coming UP" I
couldn't keep from thinking about it

Finally, I've got an answer. Un-
fortunatély, the semester has ended.
Suzanne is no longer in my class. So
I'm trying to answer her here.

Why are you thinking about be-
coming a Nazarene, Suzanne7Is it be-
cause you a?ree wholeheartedly with
the moral standards set by General
Assembly delegates?

We’re against sin. | hope you are.
We're for righteousness. 1 hope you
are. We're not, however, the only
group preaching tithing and clean liv-
Ing. A lot of evangelical churches set
tough moral standards. Many voice
th$||r convictions clearly and” coher-
ently.

Lyookmg for a church with high
moral standards? You have a broad
range of choices.
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DREAM

BY HOWARD CULBERTSON

Should you become a Nazarene be-
cause you like our Articles o fFaith?

said | was a missionary with the
Church of the Nazarene. “Nazarenes?
Baptists?” he said, “Aren't you about
the same?” _ _
~“Yes,” 1 told him, Naturally, we in-
siders can see significant differences.
On many major issues, however, we
agree. To a nonchurchgoer. Baptists
and Nazarenes are very much the
same.

“We’re not hunkered
down behind
something trying to
survive Satan’s
onslaughts.”

‘We have a couple of unique doc-
trinal views. Many churches differ
with us on sin and sanctification. If
gou 0ppose us on these ke}/ doctrines,
Suzanne, you’ll be uncomfortable be-
ing a Nazarene. On the other hand,
we're not the only ones believing in
the Bible, the Trinity, Jesus Christ, the
Atonement, Communion, and bap-
tism. On most issues we're_rlqht in the
mainstream of evangelical Chris-
tianity.

~ I've known Nazarenes who left to
join other churches. Th_e){ still be-
lieved in the Tnth, the Bible, and the
Atonement. But they weren’t Naza-
renes anymore. Agreging to a list of “1
believes” is probably not reason
enough to join our church.

Should you become a Nazarene he-
cause you believe in entire sanctifica-
tion? Does this doctrine describe your
experience and your understanding of
God$ Word?

This arqument has merit. Entire
sanctification as a second work of
grace is a distinctive. Not every evan-
gehcal church believes in it like we do.
ome disagree_strongly with us. Be-
lieving in "entire sanctification sig-
nificantly narrows your choice of
churches. _

Still, there are several “holiness”
churches. Those preaching entire
sanctification include: The Wesleyan
Church, God’s Missionary Church
the Church of God (Anderson), an
the Free Methodist Church. So, be-
lieving in entire sanctification does
not automatically mean you should
become a Nazarene.

Looking for a holiness church? You
could join any of those other groups.

Should you join us simply because
you like the church?

I'grew up in the Church ofthe Naz-
arene. |'ve been a,ﬁart of it for more
than 40 years. | like the freedom of
expression in our services. | love Gen-
eral Assemblies. The story of ag-
gressive outreach and mergers that
gave hirth to us fascinates me. Still,
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Dick Smith

emotional appeal alone is not enough
to make you a Nazarene.

Suzanrie, are you attracted to us be-
cause of somelocal church? Don't
join, however, based on what you see
in one local church. Remember:
When you become a Nazarene, you
join_more than a local church. You're
jommﬁ a movement. You may like
one church, Suzanne. Is that reason
enough to join a whole movement?

So, what's the better answer?
Should you become a Nazarene be-
cause of:

a. Doctrine?

b. Standards'?

¢. Emotional appeal?
~I've thought a lot about your ques-
tion, Suzanne. None of these first re-
sponses satisfies me entirely. If Lhave
to choose from this list, 1D prefer to
say: all of the above. It's, however,
something more.
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The other day | Hew to Washing-
ton, D.C. During that flight, the an-
swer came to me. Why do I choose to
be a Nazarene, Suzanne? It's because
ofthe dream. I'm a Nazarene because
| share the Nazarene dream!

Emotional appeal. Doctrine. Stan-
dards. They're all part of the Naza-
rene dream’ But our dream is some-
thmg more. It’s a vision of Spirit-
filled believers invading every nook
and cranny ofthis world. In sacrificial
service they seek “the entire sanctifi-
cation of beligvers and their up-
building in holiness." The Church of
the Nazarene doesn'’t have a fortress
mentality. That is, we're not hunkered
down behind something, trying to
survive Satan's onslaughts. “We don't
need forts and barricades,” Phineas F
Bresee wrote in our early days. “We
need a marching, conquering army.”

We're assault troops, not fortified

defenders. Our dream is a wonderful
mix of second blessing holiness and
aggressive evangelism. That dream
has driven us to plant a Nazarene
church in 60% of the U.S. counties.
That’s more extensive coverage than
many older and even larger denomi-
nations. Phineas F Bresee was one of
our founders. ' was fascinated to find
his name in a recent book titled Seven
Hundred Plans to Evangelize the
World. That book catalogs the plans
and dreams of Christian "leaders and
organizations through the centuries.
Only a few denominational leaders
make that list. Bresee isamong the se-
lect few. “We are debtors," he said, “to
every man to give him the gospel in
the same measure we have received

We published our first Manual in
1908. Under Bresee's leadership those
early Nazarenes wrote: “We seek ...
the Ereachmg of the Gospel to every
creature.” Barrett and Reapsome saw
Bresee as having a plan to evangelize
the world. _

Many ofthe 700 plans they studied
have fizzled. Among those alive and
well is Bresee's. Bresee's plan is, said
Barrett and Reapsome. being “mas-
sively implemented." That’s true. To-
day, the Church of the Nazarene is at
work in nearly 90 countries. The
dream of planting the holiness banner
everywhere drives us onward and out-
ward. I've dreamed that dream, too. 1
want to help make it happen.

Along the way I've seen some Naza-
renes drop out. They wandered off to
other churches. I've'talked with some
of them. They didnt leave prlma_nlr
over moral issues or because of disil-
lusionment with our heritage. Doc-
trinal differences did not trigger the
change. They simply drifted” away,
having lost the dream. The vision no
Ior{/\g/er gripped them as it once did.

hen my parents married, they be-
longed to “another holiness group.
They changed churches when they
discovered that the Nazarene vision
harmonized better with their own
hopes and dreams as Spirit-filled be-
lievers. They've helped conserve that
dream so that I could dream it, too.

That, Suzanne, is why I'm a Naza-
rene. If you're dreaming that dream,
we'd like to have you. Come, help us
make it happen. n

1



THINGS YOU CAN DO
TO HELP YOUR CHILD
SUCCEED IN SCHOOL

ohnny hung onto the front of

the shopping cart, yelling di-
rectionspgt h@ls mothgr. Sr?e Ig-

BY DAN WHITNEY

children and youth in North America.
We all hope our children succeed in
school this year. If part of their suc-

nored him, puttint_z the Cocoa-Puftsss or failure is up to usRarents,what

that he sneaked in
on the shelf He raved, then blamed
his brother, Tony. Tony! Where is
Tony? A loud crash echoed through
the “store. Mother moaned. Tony
sheepishly peaked around the display
of Kool-Aid, blood, or was it catsup,
runn|n% down his leg. “Thank good-
ness school starts in three days." the
bedraggled mother muttered. _

Suppose you were the teacher this
motherwasgom%to turn her twin ter-
rors over to on the Tuesday after La-
bor Day. Could you tame and educate
them? Could you do_ it with two
dozen other children in the room?
Could you educate and motivate
them by yourself; that is, without
their parents' help? A high risk ven-
ture, indeed, _ _

It is a serious mistake to think that
education is the school’s job alone.
The school system is not merely a tax-
supported child-care service that
operates seven hours a day, five da%/s_a
week, 32 weeks a year.” The public
schools form an_educational system
that cannot possibly succeed without
the help of parents who care.

A new school year is opening for
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0 the hasket backe we to do? We took t

IS matter to
the pros. We asked several Nazarene
schoolteachers what parents could do
to help their children succeed in
school this year. Here are some of
their responses.

Become intentionally
involved in the educa-
tional process. Reco%-
nize that, as a parent,
you are part of a teach-
Ing team. “W hether
they want to be or not,” says Gloria
Willingham, “parents are ‘team

teachers’ with the classroom teacher.”
Take a “daily interest in your child’s
schoolwork," Jack Davis advises.
"Ask specific questions about what
the child is doing in class. Don’t limit
dialogue to academic matters. Did
Kou eat your lunch or trade it? What
appened at recess?"—are good ques-
tions according to Davis. Steer away
from “How was your day?” urges
Keith Adams. Ask specifically about
“the science project, the English re-
port, the vocabulary list—better yet
—ask to see your child's notebook, if
you are ready for a real eye opener.”
“Accept and value your child." ad-
vises first grade teacher, Ruth Jarvis.
“Talk with him, not at him.” ,

Be aware of the subjects your chil-
dren are studying. Enrich the class-
room work with complementary
reading discussions and trips, our
teachers advise. One father, on a trip
to the Northwest, brought back “_n
addition to the usual T-shirt) for his
f|rst|_([1,rader, a sugar beet— leaves and
all. His daughter had something spe-
cial for show and tell time. Such ac-
tions on the parents' part not only
communicate loving concern but also
%elltthe child that education is impor-
ant,

“Ifyour child is learning a new con-
cept Or procedure, have him or her
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CAROLYN BOWSER

Jacksonville, Fla.

“Be sure to provide a
specific, quiet place in
your home where your
child can study.”

Carolyn Bowser teaches third graders
at the Henry S. Kite Elementar
School in Jacksonville, Fla. She be-
gins her 20th year of teaching this
month. Carolyn studied education at
God’s Bible School, Ohio State, and
Kent State. Besides teaching her third
?raders, Carolyn works every day in
he “latch key,” extended day program
sponsored by her school system.”
Carolyn was converted at age nine.
Her father was a Wesleyan Methodist
minister. She became a Nazarene in
1980. She is an active member of the
Central Church of the Nazarene in
Jacksonville. She serves as Christian
Life director, sings in the choir, and
works in_children’s church, _
~ Mrs. Bowser’s leisure-time activ-
ities include reading, cooking, and
mug collecting. She and her husband.
Bob, have two daughters, Darletta
and Donita, and one granddaughter.

“One important tool
parents can use to help
their child in school
is goal setting.”
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demonstrate it to you,” counsels Jack
Davis. Have your child explain a con-
cept o_rfprocedure he has learned. Ifhe
has difficulty explaining it, he proba-
bly needs miore exPIanatmn himself.
His attempts to explain may help him
formulate questions to ask’in class,
Another dimension of being in-
volved in your child’s education s at-
tending of otherwise participating in
all the school activities you can—
sports, debate, drama, field trips,
TA, etc.

Cultivate in your child a
love for reading. The
most significant task in
the primary grades is
learning to” read. Any
investment made to
help your child develop a love for
[eadjn? will pay rich dividends. Read-
ing is the fundamental skill required
for success in every area of learning.
Math problems cannot be solved un-
less the directions can be read. Sci-
ence exBenments become dangerous
when labels cannot be read. Without
reading, we cannot even decipher the
TV Guide! _ _
~ “Help your children enjoy read-
mg,”_says Carolyn Bowser, a teacher
of third"graders.”“Read to them from
an early ag{_e, and when the?/ learn to
read, take time to listen to them read
on a regular basis.” _
An alarming number of high
school students cannot read well
enough to use the telephone hook,
read a map, read a menu, find the
want ads, or read a hlgh school
diploma if it were handed to them.
“Almost all of our students who can-
not read come from homes where

RUTH H. JARVIS
Reading, Pa.

“Many parents do
not realize how the
quality of their own
marriage affects their
children’s success or
failure in school.”

Ruth Jarvis has taught elementary
school for 29 years. She has taught
%rades 1to 5but likes first grade best.
uth graduated from Eastern Naza-
rene College in 1958 and holds a mas-
ter’s degree from Kutztown Uni-
versity. Currently, she teaches at
Muhlenburg Primary School, Laurel-
dale, Pa. _
Ruth and her husband, Richard
have two children, Elizabeth an
Stephen. Both graduated from ENC
atn both are married to ENC gradu-
ates.

Ruth is a member of the Calvary
Church ofthe Nazarene, Reading, Pa.
Ruth and Richard conduct a Wednes-
day night “Kids Club” at church.
They are also certified Marriage En-
richment leaders. Ruth is a popular
tspe?ker at LIFT meetings and re-
reats.

“Pray with your child
for the teacher
every day.”
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JACK DAVIS
Lafargeville, NY.

“If your child is learning
a new concept or procedure,
have him or her demonstrate
It to you.”

Jack Davis teaches second grade at
the Lafargeville Central School, La-
fargeville, N.Y. He has 18 Years of ex-
perience teaching in elementary
school.

Jack (]zradu_ated from Eastern Naza-
rene College in 1971 and did graduate
work at Pottsdam College.

He is treasurer of the Church of the
Nazarene in Lafar?ewlle. He has
served there as a trustee and asa Sun-
day School teacher. He has also
served on the District Advisory
Board, District Center Board, and the
Laymen’s Retreat Committee.
_Mr. Davis enjoys fishing, spending
time with his wife, Karen, and their
children, Adam and Amy.

“Special emphasis can
be made on Promotion.
Sunday, including public
prayer for the children
as they enter a new
school year.”
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there are no books, no magazines, no
newsFapers,” one Nazarene high
school teacher reports.

Be sure, therefore, that your home
environment encourages r_eadlnlg.
Provide good books and periodicals.
Maybe you don't need a big screen
television set with a remote control in
the house as badly as you need a set of
encyclopedias, the Harvard Classics,
or a good dictionary!

Find the “off" switch.

Most Americans are

TV abusers. Carolyn

Bowser says that par-

ents must limit the time

_ children are allowed to

watch television for entertainment if

they expect their children to succeed

academically. Ruth Jarvis warns,
“Monitor the television set.”

A recent study revealed that the
typical US. junior high student
watches television 45 hours ﬁerweek.
Parents, find the “off" switch and use
it. Tape players, TV sets, compact disc
machines, and radios all have “off”
switches that need to be used.

Create a place and a
time for study. It is hard
to write an ‘essay with
three conversations and
the television set blar-
ing in the same room.
Designating a quiet place somewhere
in your house or apartment where
homework can be done is one of the
most important ways to heg) your
child succeed, according to Carolyn
Bowser. A regular time for doing
homework should also be set, she be-
lieves. Other teachers agreed. During

“I am not
working for my
principal, the
superintendent, the
school board or
the PTA, but
rather for ...
Jesus Christ.”

GLORIA WILLINGHAM
Overland Park, Kans.

Gloria Willingham teaches seventh
and eighth grade classes at Westridge
Middle School, Overland Park, Kans.
_She has taught elementary, H]umor
high, and high school during her 24
years as a teacher. She has given 18
years to teachln?_Jumor highbecause
‘| have felta calling to this age-group.
| believe they are the most difficult to
deal with because of the social, phys-
ical, emotional, and mental changes
that characterize this stage of life.

Gloria is a graduate of Bethany
Nazarene College (SNU). She also
holds a master’s degree and special
certification for teaching gifted stu-
dents. She is the first woman to serve
as president of the Greater Kansas
City Phi Delta Kappa, a scholarly or-
ganization for protessional educators.

Mrs. Willingham is an active mem-
berof Kansas |t¥]F|rstChurch ofthe
Nazarene. She has served several
terms as NWMS president, teaches
ﬁoung adults in Sunday School, and
as enfqmeered many special pro-
grams for the church,

Gloria and her husband, Elbert,
have two daughters and five grand-
children.

“Successful students are
not always the straight A’s
but rather the ones who
are wo_rklng_qlqse to their
potential ailities, who ...
en+o_y learning, who are
willing to take risks at
trying something new....”
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the designated homework period, par-
ents should monitor progress. This is
ﬁart of what Ruth Jarvis refers to as
elping children “establish %ood work
habits,” and Gloria Willingham refers
éo_?s “enhancing organizational skills
aI yIH

Help children set goals.
Not every child can set
goals and stick to them
without parental quid-
ance. Early in the
_ school year, help your
child set goals. Discuss how to go
about meeting them. Set realistic
goals and keep track ofthem. “Be pre-
pared to exert discipline if the goals
are ignored or disregarded. If you
don't follow through, your child may
see you as weak, foolish, and easy to
mamloulate,” suggests Keith Adams.
Carolyn Bowser advises visual re-
minders, such as incentive charts and
calendars, that can be checked when a
goal is met. A star on a calendar for
each day that homework is completed
on time may be all Your child needs.
School is twice as tough when you
dont understand the goals.

Enhance your child's
self-esteem. Some par-
ents try to motivate
their child by constant-
ly com_{)armg his fail-
ures with the successes _
of the brlﬁhtest kid in class. That is
almost always counterproductive.
Rather, parents should reinforce the
achievements made. “Praise your
children for their efforts and acCom-
plishments,” Carolyn Bowser advises.
‘Be patient, be encouraging.” “En-
courage and praise all the good things
Y(ou_ see your child achieve,” urges
eith Adams.

Jack Davis observes, “A child will
usually respond to positive reinforce-
ment and encouragement. After all,
we all need positive strokes.”

Irrevocable damage can be done to
achild's self-esteem if, no matter how
hard he tries, the parent always finds
fault. Such experiences teach a child
to stop trying.

Do not give a child the idea that
academic performance is the only
measure of self-worth. He must be as-
sured of your unconditional love. A
student needs “enough self-esteem,”
Ruth Jarvis notes, “to be able to fail
and try again.”
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Model respect for

teachers. In novels and

television programs,

teachers are commonly

presented as doddering

eccentrics who are reg-
ularly outsmarted by the dumbest
kids in class. What is your image of
teachers? If your child builds his re-
spect or disrespect for teachers by lis-
tenmg) to you talk, what will be the
result?

A positive attitude toward schools,
education, and teachers will likely
bear fruit. Gloria Willingham believes
parents should intentionally talk with
their children about “the good things
that are happening at school.”

Ruth Jarvis states that parents
“should avoid negative statements
about the teacher in the child's hear-
ing. Help the child look for positive
traits in the teacher. Pray with the
child for the teacher every day,” if a
troublesome teacher-student rela-
tionship develops. Your child will
learn best when he realizes that you
and the teacher are a team with the
child's own best interests at heart.

Keep in touch with the

classroom teacher. Ev-

ery teacher we inter-

viewed stressed the im-

Fortance_ of keeping in

ouch with your child’s

teacher. Academic difficulty, personal
problems, peer conflict, or teacher-
student relationships—any or all of
these form good reasons for a parent-
teacher conterence. Make a friend of
your child’s teacher. After all, you are
partners in a life-shaping enterprise.

Work on your own mar-

riage. According to

Ruth Jarvis, many ﬁar-

ents do not realize how

the quality of their own

_ marrla(};e_ affects their

children’s success or failure in school.

“A child who feels the security and

stahility ofapood home and a Sound

marriage will’ have less difficulty in

the classroom,” she says. “Problems at

home invariably show up in behavior

at school. By investing in your mar-

riage, you are investing in your child’s
success.”

Dan Whitney is pastor of the Church
of the Nazarene in Lafargeville, NY., and
is a former elementary school principal.

KEITH ADAMS
Virginia Beach, Va

~“A successful student

is usually involved in some
extracurricular activity—
an activity chosen by the
child, not the parents.”

Keith Adams teaches earth sciences
at the Virginia Beach Junior H|?h
School. He has taughtjunior highs for
six years. He graduated from Califor-
nia State University, California, Pa.
Keith has been ‘a Nazarene for 10
¥ears. Formerly, he was a member of
he Wesle?/an Church. He and_his
wife, Cher¥ .are members of the First
Church of the Nazarene in Virginia
Beach. Keith and Cheryl have two
children: Nicholas, 9, and Nicole, 6.

“As @ junior hi?h teacher,

| have had to deal with

a lot of troubled students—

victims of child abuse,

molestation, unwanted

Pregnanues, and drug abuse.
see these students as

Persons for whom Christ died.
try to reach out to these

hurting people. How could

| do any less? That’s why I'm

here in the first place.

They deserve the best

| can give them.”
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rG he Beacher Docont Like Your Chi?

“I have found that it is impossible to be all things to all
students, even though | daily do the best | know how! As a
remedy to this situation of personality conflict, | have
found that a student-parent-teacher conference is of great
he_lﬂ. It ma¥ start with a call from me. Sometimes it begins
with a call from the parents. Sometimes it comes through a
parent’scomplaint to the principal. A conference can be set
up with an atmothere in which facts and feelings can be
expressed and a [J an developed to ease the issue.
_“Itisimportant for students to realize that one of the
life skills they learn in school is to ?et_along with those
whom they would not choose as best friends. In business
and in theg)rofessmns, you must learn to listen to, respect,
and work for those you may not admire.”

— Gloria Willingham

“Set up a meeting with the teacher, student counselor,
and Farents._ Make a list of concerns you want to talk
about. ... Listen to the teacher carefully. Be prepared pos-
sibly to_hear some thm%s_ you don’t expect. Have an open
mind. Changing your child’s schedule to avoid the teacher
isa quick fix—but it can also be a trap. You are probably
sendln%a message to a/our child that says problems can be
solved by quitting and avoiding responsibility.”

—Keith Adams

“You need to talk to the child. Then you need to talk
to the teacher. Relate to the teacher that you are aware that
your child is having a problem with thatteacher. See if you

are able to work together to solve the problem. It may take
some time to find an answer to the problem, but YOU need
to try different approaches. Sometimes you need to talk to
a principal or school counselor for their input. At times
you may need to take more drastic measures that could
include changing schools or even home schooling.”

—Jack Davis

“The parents should: _ ,
Discuss the problemwith the child.
Discuss the problemwith the teacher.
Discuss the problemwith the child and the teacher.
Discuss the problemwith the principal orcounselor
until the problem is resolved.”

— Carolyn Bowser

“When problems arise at school, open dialogue with
teachers and counselors is vital. Rather than assuming a
defensive posture against those who suggest changes in
your child’s behavior, listen carefully. Measure criticisms
against the behavior, listen carefully. Teach your child that
troublesome relationships will happen  occasionally
throughout life. Avoid negative statements about the
teacher in the child’s hearing. Help the child look for posi-
tive traits in the teacher. Pray with the child for the teacher
every day. Ifthe teacher turns out to be abusive or incom-
petent, make sure the principal is notified. Those qualities
should not be tolerated.” _

—Ruth H. Jarvis

What Can the Local Church Do to Help Students in School?

L. Provide caring teachers in the
Sunday School. the

2. Assist the home and school by
teaching Christian values.

3. Build the child’s self-esteem by
emphasizing God’s love for
each and every person and by
using children in the services. 8.

4. Pray forand encourage chil-
dren regarding their school ex-
periences.

year.
Develo

5. Announce in church news- lic speaking,
letters and bulletins the ?nrama, ang
achievements of students in g.

school. 9

grams and activities.
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7. 0On Bro_mo_tlon Sunday, or at 10.
eginning of the school
year, includein a worship ser-
vice a ceremony or public 11,
prayer in behalfofall the stu-
dents beginning a new school

lop and utilize the talents 1

of children and youth through -

choirs, orchestra, Bible quiz-

zing, art and photoqraphy, pub-
uppet programs,

p%bFI)i% Blble reag. 13

. Organize a support group for
6. Announce worthy school pro- ﬁare_ntstwhobsle c_hlldLen Iare
aving trouble in school.

Provide academic tutoring on
a weekly basis.

Develop a “latch key” program
for children who gef out o
school before their parents get
home from work.

Provide, as needed. Homework
Clubs, Study-ins, or Kids’ Club
activities.

Develop a mentaring system
by which adults in desirable
vocations and lorofessmns share
with individual teenagers who
]ghtl)a/v interest in entering those
jelds.
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Be specific, give examples.

Charlie—Again

After having had Charlie (name changed) for half a
yearin second grade, | found that he had been r_eassu[;ned to
my class three years later when | made the switch fo fifth
grade. Charlie had been an exhausting student challengﬂng
me in every way possible. He lived with a mother who ha
little interest in him; Charlie’s father was absent from the
home. He had no adult supervision in the home, in fact he
practically lived on the streets,

It was well known that Charlie spent most of fourth
grade in the principal’s office, and now he was assigned to
me again! | prayed about Charlie, “Why me—again?” But
| also prayed, “Lord, help me to love this seemmgl un-
lovable child.” As m;gattltude changed, the love ot Christ
be%an to flow through me, and I saw Charlie in a different
light, 1saw Charlie change before my very eyes. He started
staym_(t; after school, dom% research in my room and_heIP-
meyh small jobs and chores. | found myself wanting to
take him home rather than pushing him out the door as
fast as I could at day’s end, We developed a relationship
that changed not only Charlie but me aswell. My Christian
faith has become a source of love, patlence,_emgath , and
wisdom—all of which schoolteachers need in abundance.

—Carolyn Bowser

Remember Your Seventh Grade Teacher?

~ Noassignment in this seventh grade class was too dif-

ficult for Sarah. Not only did she complete them, but she
always did extras. She was a brilliant, beautiful dark-haired
girl, an% hours she spent on special projects with me after
school. She became a friend of mine and of my daughter’s,
She was attending no church, so when my daughter invited
her to a retreat, she happily went. As the years passed, she
kept in touch. Her high school years werefilled with ques-
tions, Sometimes heractions revealed a lack ofdirection in
her life. Yet, she always came back to talk about spiritual
qutestlons with me. She also talked of her dreams and aspi-
rations.

Her college years brought a dramatic change. She was
away from home, she was searching for direction, she had
many friends but not exactly the t_}/pe she really wanted,
until'one day she met a girl who invited her to a Bible study
in the dorm room. Sarah remembered our talks and the
peace that she felt | had. She not only joined the Bible
studY group but also became the leadér. Along with her
regular studies, she became a Bible student. Her life was
changed when she %ave her heart to Christ. Now she is a
Rastor’s wife and still talks about the influence | had with

er as her seventh grade teacher. ~ —Gloria Willingham

“May | Have a Hug?”

This East school ?/ear | had Tinaéname c_hangedg, an
unbelievably rude little girl. She called out, disrupted les-
sons by arPumg with classmates, criticized adults, and tried
to control class and teacher. After repeated lessons on
manners, the value ofeach person, and appropriate behav-

September 1989

jor in the classroom, not much progress was noted. Tina
was ﬂlaced on a behavior modification contract with me
and her parents. She had weekly sessions with the school
?_mdance counselor. My patience wore thin, and some-
h|mes my teeth involuntarily clenched at the thought of
er.

~ One Saturday, I spent considerable time praying about
Tina, my attitude toward her, and possible new insights
into how to deal with her. The next week, Tina must have
noticed a change in me, because she came up and said
“May I have a hug?” | held her t|?ht and told her I'was glad
that 'she was in my class—and I meant it! The problems
didn’t all disappear, but she frequently came for a hug and
hecame much more cooperative, Prayer makes a difference
in mr attitude, and that sometimes prompts a change in
my students’ attitudes. —Ruth Jarvis

Help in the Hour of Need

One year | had two particularly difficult students. It
seemed that what one did not think of to do to interfere
with the learning process, the other one did. It was a very
distressing year. 1 learned to depend on the Lord more t0
help me seé that these two students were really crying out
for more attention.

Also, I'was fortunate to be able to draw strength from
some Christian teachers. They prayed for me, encouraﬂed
me, offered help, and were there when I needed them. They
reall(}/_dld,help me through a hard time, and there was some
bonding in Christ in our friendship. —Jack Davis
Every Day?

Laura came to school with greasy hair, unkempt
clothes, and a chip on her shoulders. Nofe of the students
would (t;et close to her because of her obnoxious body odor.
These h_mgs were unimportant to her because she could
learn quickly, pass any test with an “A,” and knock the top
out of'any teacher’s scale. The other students disliked her
for that too. She was assigned to me, and I could see she
was not a very happy girl, yet had much potential. | knew
| must do something special to help her—but what?

Itwas then that the scripture that teaches us to love the
unlovely came to mind. I became her friend. I got to know
her well, and | gained her confidence. The time came that
| was scheduled to have a conference with Laura and her
parents. As tactfully as I knew how, | said that Laura
needed to take a bath—every day.

Wow! I set offa time bomb with the mother, who was
as sloppy as the daughter. Fortunately, the daughter lis-
tened and replied that'she thought she could do that. After
the conference, | continued to deal with Laura. | recog-
nized a slow and wonderful change taking place in her per-
sonal appearance. 1took a risk to try to help her, and it was
worth it. When she graduated from high school as a Na-
tional Merit Scholar, she wrote a dedication to me as the
most positive influence on her life. It paid to love the un-
lovely. —Gloria Willingham
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YOU

BY PHYLLIS H. PERKINS

tudy, hard work, and ministry hlend to form the nat-
ural habitat for students at Nazarene Bible College.
Persons need a h|?h quest quotient to complete the
ﬁrogram there. Only the resolute can put together the long
w? NOUrs of secular work, the academic requirements, and the
ministry participation that characterizes NBC student life.
You have to really want to prepare for ministry to uproot
?/our fam_llg/ and submit to the time and energy demands
hat ministerial education requires. _

“There’sa Place for You™ the NBC videotape declares.

And there is. The God who calls men and women to the
school works miracles ofenablement. God enables them to
meet the demands ofwork and study and provides doors of
ministry during their school days. =

For example, look at R. Van Williams, the 1988-89
student body Ipre5|dent. He came to NBC from Missouri in
1985, The call to prepare for ministry was so strong that he
and his wife, Debbie, worked their way through the soul-
searching decision to face the whipsaw ‘emotions that were
sure to come with the uprooting and resettling of their fam-
ily of four children.

Van worked his way through co_IIegS) as a manager ofa
local Albertson's grocery store, while Debbie divided her
time between home, school, and a computer position with
the Headquarters of International Students, Inc. For two
years they were in charge of the new student sponsorship
program to help new NBC students get used to life in Colo-
rado, and they made time to become deeply involved in the
Southgate Church of the Nazarene in Colorado Springs..

Their pastor, Wales Lankford, reports that Debbie
[)Iayed the piano for their congregation and choir most of
hose four years. Van served as an usher, and as a couple
they taughf a young married adult Sunday School class.
Their children were active in teen choir, Caravan R‘rogram,
and SundamSchool. Following graduation from NBC last
spring, the Williams family accepted the pastorate at Farm-
ington, Mo., Church of the Nazarene. _

~ Another student who has found her place at NBC is
Vicki DeVlieger. She came from New York to Colorado
Springs with her husband, Bert, and four children in No-
vember 1986. They had been active in the Jamestown, N.Y.,
Church of the Nazarene and helped plant the church in
Panama, N.Y. _

Bertworks full time at a truck rental agency. When the
workday is over for his fellow employees and they head

Continued on page 32

Carillon Tower, Nazarene Bible College; Lindsey and Dorothy Sullivan and daughter,
far left; Van Williams, lower middle; Page 25, Debbie Williams, top; Robin and Pam
Altice and daughters Megan and Amy; Vicki and Bert DeVlieger.
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This Dr. J doesn't dunk basketballs—
she shapes ministers.

Dr.J, an Orclaing

0 Woman

Trains Preachers

Janet Smith Williams, along with her hushand, Roger,
has served for 14 years on the Nazarene Bible Collegefaculty
at Colorado Springs. Both Janet and Roger are ordained and
have served together in a variety ofKingdom interests. Tohelp
introduce the Nazarene Bible College faculty to our readers,
the Herald presents this profile interview with Janet Williams,
whom her students affectionately call Dr. J. The interview was
conducted for the Herald of Holiness by Neil B. Wiseman,
dean ofNazarene Bible College.

Herald; How did you get started in
the ministry? When were you or-
dained? _

Dr. J: I'was ordained hefore | went to
college. After high school, I finished
the home course of study and evan-
gelized. | had a full slate of revival
meetings and was ordained after two
years of service as an_evangelist. A
Yo_ung woman evangelist was some-
hing different and novel then. 1was
ordained by J. B. Chapman during a
blackout—it was wartime—in New-
castle, Pa. Dr. Chapman preached for
more than an hour in the dark, hop-
ing the lights would be turned on after
the alarm.. o
Herald: Did you have other training?
Dr. J: Oh, yes. Roger and 1metdur_|ng1
student days at Nazarene Theologica
Seminary. Then | took courses,
earned degrees, and taught in public
education during our pastorates. |
have always been hungry for knowl-

26

edge and education. Six Years ago |
finished my doctorate at the Denver
Conservative Ba?nst Seminary. I'was
the first woman to earn the doctor of
ministry degree there. _
Herald: How does the women’s liber-
ation movement impact your life and
work? , , _
Dr. J: It Is an Interesting question.
Many Beople think a capable woman
has to be a libber. That is not the way
| see it. | simply believe women
should have an equal opportunity for
ministry and service. | recently spent
my sabbatical studying the women
ministers in our movement. Naza-
rene hlsto_rK is rich thro_ulgh and
through with the influential minis-
tries of women. It should be true to-
day, too.

Herald: Did you and your husband
serve as copastors in Nazarene con-
%regatlons? _ _

r. J: No. | always assisted in every

possible way. Roger was pastor and |
worked wherever | was needed. |
preached when needed or invited. |
enjoyed calling, including door-to-
doof visitation in new nellghbor-
hoods. Hospital calling was always a
ﬂJemaI ministry for me.

erald: How did that background
lead you to a teaching assignment at
Nazarene Bible College?
Dr. J: At this school, every teacher has
years of practical experience plus the
usual academic trammg. | was re-
cruited to become a student at East-
ern Nazarene College by a college
quartet when | was in"my home
church between revival meetings. As |
was praymt}]] about going to ENC,
someoné who knew nothing of my
need sent me $200. That was my an-
swer. The influential ENC faculty im-
pacted me in ways beyond my imag-
Ination. The list of teachers sounds
like a hallmark of Nazarene history:

Herald of Holiness



Bertha Munro, Samuel Young, Albert
Harper, J. Glenn Gould, Audrey
Williamson—and G. B. Williamson
was our college president. _
Herald: How did you get interested in
training ministers?

Dr. J: There are many personal and
experiential factors that contribute to
this interest. But the main issue for
me is that spirituality and the com-
petencies for ministry finally deter-
mine whether the people our Students
reach will come to Christ.

Herald: What are the chief character-
istics of the students who come into
our classes?

r. J. They are older than most col-
lege students—usually in their late
20s or early 30s. Often, because of an
earlier life" of sin, they know much
about the world, grace, and now sal-
vation. And, because_th_e}/ likely have
a red hot zeal for ministry, they are
motivated to learn how to minister.
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And most are in a hurry to get started
with their ministry.

Herald: Do your students come to
%ou for counseling and advice?

r.J: Oh yes, often. They know that |
am apﬁ)roach_able and available. They
know 1 will listen—and not preach at
them. Many of them come to me
when they are discouraged and about
to give up. Usually, by the Lord’s
grace, | can encourage them to keep
on trying.

Herald: What rewards come to a
classroom teacher?

Dr. J: Well, many of them come only
after your students prove themselves
in lifé and ministry. But immediate
positive feedback comes too. For ex-
ample, at the end of last term, one of
my students said to me, “You know,
you made me think harder than I've
ever been required to think before.”
Again, in a speech made during the
commencement season, a student

journgy, what has the Lor

quoted a passage from classic litera-
ture I'had introduced to him. That’sa
nice reward. Also, as | graded papers
last term, | treasured a particular es-
say. It was creative, imaginative, and
syntactically precise. What made it
special was that it came from a stu-
dent who, when he came to NBC,
could hardly write a complete sen-
tence. That paper was a motivational
aycheck for me. N
erald: Janet, in your own spiritual
_ been
teachm%you? _
Dr. J: 1 have heen going through a se-
ries of crises in my own life. 1"always
knew that the Lord was with us in
such times, but now | know it better
than ever from personal experience. |
have an aggressive, assertive approach
to life. Sometimes | act as though it’s
up to me to 8et things done. | am
L?arnlng in a deeper way to lean on
im.
Herald: What is unique about Naza-
rene Bible College? o
Dr. J: We are an entry-level minis-
terial training school for Christian
workers. Our adult students, many of
whom are recent converts, are zealous
but possess little knowledge ofthe Bi-
ble. Their motivation and commit-
ment are absoluteI}/ amazing. Our
courses are all directed to the minis-
try. Even in En%hsh class, themes deal
with ministerial topics.
Herald: You sound excited about
our work, S
r. J: Excited? Yes. But it is draining
work because our students have to
learn so much in such a short time,
The Feople the churches, and God
count on them to be good pastors.
And, as you prQbabH know, nearly 20
ﬂercent of active Nazarene pastors
ave graduated from this school.
T_hﬁtt’s why this work has to be done
right.
Herald: What else do people need to
know? _ _
Dr. J. Nazarene Bible College is
clearly on target for fulfilling its pur-
%ose of training adults for ministry.
The learning environment is accept-
ing and stimulating. This place i
worthy of the prayers and support of
Nazarenes everywhere, tq
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Heritage and Future

BY JERRY D. LAMBERT
President, Nazarene Bible College, Colorado Springs

men across genef- Nazarene Bible College. were enfolded in_aprayer\t;\y It was not unlike the cir-
ations was _|Tgh- That moment included retiring Chaplain ‘Ross W. cumstances in 2 Kings
lighted in a significant math the history and future  Hayslip for God’s blessing  2:9—“And it came to pass,

The influence ofgodly mencement exercises of ulty, family, and friends Williamson.
ment at the 1989 comfi NBC, as graduates, fac- onincoming Chaplain John  when they were gone over,
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that Elijah said to Elisha,
Ask what 1shall do for thee,
before | be taken away from
thee. And Elisha said, | pray
thee, let a double portion of
thy spirit be upon me.”
Coming to this modern-
day School of Prophets,
Chaplain John Williamson
brings his own ministerial
and educational credentials
and experience as well as
the heritage “mantle” of
both his father. Dr. G. B.
Williamson, and his men-
tor, Rev. Ross Hayslip. Naz-
arene Bible College was first
a gleam in the eye and a
assion in the soul of Dr.
illiamson. After the col-
Iege was authorized at the
1964 General Assembly in
Portland, Oreg., and he re-
tired from the general su-
Permtendency, Dr. Wil-
lamson gave the last years
of his ministerial career to
teaching and preaching at
NBC. . -
Rev. Hayslip's _mlnlst_r%
has also been entwined wit
the history of NBC where
he served as a member of
the Board of Trustees from
1976 to 1982 and as chap-
lain of the college from
1982 through the spring of
1989—and “his mentorship
of encouragement to John
Williamson spans more
than those ?/ears_._
That early vision of the
mission of Nazarene Bible
College to train older-than-
normal-college-age men
and women for ministry in
the Church ofthe Nazarene
remains clear. It has been
expanded to include the
challenge of the 21st cen-
tury to prepare multicul-
tural holiness leaders in in-
creasing numbers. The 17
extenston centers from
coast to coast evidence the
grassroots implementation
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and response. '
_The original accredita-
tion for NBC from the
American Association of
Bible Colleges was received
during the administration
of Dr."L. S. Oliver. That has
now heen extended to the
first multicultural exten-
sion, Nazarene Indian Bible
College in Albuquerque,
N.Mex., with the way open
for other extensions to qual-
ify in the future. _
On the Colorado Springs
campus, there is growmg
need forthe new chapel an
conference center to he
built and named in honor
of founding president. Dr.
Charles H. Strickland. The
Brayer list for Nazarene Bi-
le College, as it reflects the
church, multiplies daily:

L New converts to be
called to ministry and to
enroll at NBC

2. Church Planting
Conference of the Rock-
|2essscheduled for October

3. Completion of
funding and ground-
breaking for the Strick-
land Memorial Chapel
and Conference Center

4. Brotherhood Week,
October 30—November
2, when directors of mul-
ticultural extensions
meet and minister
throu?h special seminars
to Colorado Springs cam-
pus students

5. Graduates to meet
the increasing demands
of ministry in-a changing
America and a complex
world _

Read the “Quick Facts
About Nazarene Bible Col-
lege” and join in prayer for
a double portion of God’s
Spirit on the 1989-90
school year. A

(gmck Fﬁﬂi A(?OHt
Nazarene Bible College

The College; Nazarene Bible College was authorized in
1964 by action of the General Assembly and hegan its
three-year preparation for m|n|str% program in" 1967,
The college is owned and operated by the Church ofthe

Nazarene and is accredited by the”American Associ-
ation of Bible Colleges.

Location: The 67-acre campus_is in full view of Pike’s
Peak on the hill above Fountain and A_cadem¥ Boule-
vards in Colorado Springs. Just five minutes from the
mummﬂal airport, the cam1pus iIs on the southeast cor-
ner of this city of 350,000. The Garden ofthe Gods, the
Air Force AcademK, the Olympic Training Center, as
well as numerous headquarters for Christian organiza-
tions—such as Navigators, Com[)assm_n International,
International Bible "Society, International Students,
Inc.—are all a part of this invigorating setting.

Students: The over 400 students represent a wide range
ofageséaverage is 32), denominations (85% Nazarene
states (39), and educational backgrounds. The ratio of
men_todwomen i slightly less than 2 to 1while 86% are
married.

Faculty: There are 24 full- and Fart-tlme committed and
dedicated faculty members, all of whom bring years of
ministerial expérience to_the classroom. Many have
tstu%led or lived overseas. The student-faculty ratio is 24
01l

Majors: Nazarene Bible College offers three majors
toward an associate of arts degree: biblical studies (re-
quirement for ordination in the Church of the Naza-
rene), Christian education (requirements for certifica-
tion'in the Church of the Nazarene), and church music
Nequnements for certification in the Church of the
azarene), and three certificate programs; namely, lay
ministries, hymn playing, and women's studies.

Innovative Programs: Nazarene Bible CoIIe?e SErves as
the mother institution for 17 multicultural extension
trammg centers throughout the United States. On the
Colorado S[Fr_lngs campus, senior ministerial students
are involved inan extensive internship program while
sophomores must participate in readiness for ministry
interviews. Choice seminars with guest off-campus iri-
structors, enrichment options, and a sponsorship, pro-
gram that welcomes incoming students—all combine to
make Nazarene Bible Collegé an exciting place to grow
one’s ministry.

Housing/Employment: The community of Colorado
Sprlnng offers a wide range of housing and employment
for NBC students. The office of the dean of stidents
and the sponsorship program provide assistance to stu-
dents in securing olf-campus housing and adequate em-
ployment. CoIIe?e classes are held both day and night to
accommodate student work schedules.

Admissions: A high school transcript or GED (obtained
by end. of first”year at NBC), favorable recom-
mendations (including one from' a pastor), and a per-
sonal testimony are needed in each applicant’s file.

Financial Aid: Approximately 75% of the NBC student

body receives some type of financial assistance through
fedéral grants, loans,"and/or scholarships. n
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God Is Able

t happened on Mondar evening,
November 7, 1988, at 8:15 pm.
rCeIebratlon Choir, of Southside

BY SUSAN MILLS

tion in intensive care. Except for his
hands, he was bruised and swollen be-
yond recognition. Even though he

Church of the Nazarene, was nearingwas unconscious, we spent many

conclusion of its final performance of
the musical “Greater Is He.” As the
choir sang “Someone Is Praymg for
You,” about a mile down the road my
parents, Charles and Mary Thomp-
son, were involved in a three-car col-
lision. They were hit head-on br acar
crossing aé;rassy median, traveling in
excess of 60 miles per hour. Almost
simultaneously, they were hit from
behind by a third automobile that
forced its way underneath my par-
ents’ car. o

Minutes later, police, fire fighters,
and rescue workers were at the scene.
They were quoted as saying, “Surely
no one has survived." To'their amaze-
ment, they found all four people, the
two other drivers and my parents,
alive. They worked more than an
hour, fmallK havm%(to cut my parents
free from the wreckage. Mother and
Dad were rushed to Medical College
of V|r?,|n|a in Richmond, which s
?,ne oftjte top trauma units in the na-
ion.

During the hours of the night and
the following day, the news spread, as
V_|r?|n|a Nazarenes learned their dis-
trict superintendent and his wife had
been severely injured. The news trav-
eled to many other states, and the
words the choir had sun? the evening
before literally became rue—peoFIe
were_praymg{_. Many flocked to the
hospital waiting room. Many others
telephoned to say they were praying.

y dad suffered a severe depressed
skull” fracture, a broken jaw, numer-
ous facial fractures, a broken right
arm (in three different places), broken
ribs, a collaﬁsed lung, and several lac-
erations to his head and face. He was
unconscious, listed in critical condi-
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jumping

hours talking, praying, reading, sing-
ing, and witnessing to his spirit. He
remained in a coma for five weeks
during which he underwent several
bouts of infections such as pneu-
monia and meningitis. There were
man¥] days when it was touch-and-go
and hope seemed dim, but we never
?_ave up. It was revealed during this
Ime that his brain had been bruised
but not punctured. Prognosis for a full
recovery without permanent damage
could not be determined. _

My mom sustained broken ribs,
multiple internal injuries requiring
surgical repair, and extensive damage
to both feet and ankles. Her feet were
crushed from the impact of the col-
lision and the damage, we were later
told by doctors, was equivalent to her

from a five-story bmldlvr\llg
and landing directly on her feet. We
were told it'was very likely she would
never walk again and that she might
even lose her left foot completely

The days that followed were full of
much pain and suffering. They both
had to undergo further surgery and
extensive testing. Mom was dis-
char?ed after 4 weeks, being told she
would be confined to a wheelchair for
the next two months, and ever walk-
ing algam_ was still uncertain., Dad was
finally dlschar%ed after coming out of
the coma and enduring weeks of
treatment and therapy, being hospi-
talized a total of 16 weeks.

We are so thankful for doctors and
medical science, but we are even
more grateful we serve a God who can
?_o eYond human effort. Thanks to
iterally thousands of Christians all
over the world who have called, sent
flowers and cards, and have fasted

Mary and Charles Thompson after release

from the hospital (top).

The Thompsons’ car at the crash site

(middle).

Susan Mills with her parents. Charles and

Mary Thompson.
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and prayed. God_has worked in my
parents” behalf. They have already
gone beyond the doctor’s expecta-
ions of recovery and are continuing
to improve, _ _
My dad_is still undergoing rehabil-
itation daily. He is strlvmgh_m voca-
tional skills that will allow him to re-
turn to his job in the near future. His
recovery has been ne_arI?/ complete ex-
cept for the loss of sight in his _Ieft.eyﬁe
and some restricted "use of his right
arm,

My mom has truly amazed the doc-
tors and her therapists and is now
full)(< ambulatory with the aid of a
walker. She is putting almost full
weight on her left foot, which was ini-
tially almost taken off. In the weeks to
come, she will progress to two canes,
then to one, and who knows where it
will end. 1t is a daily journey of slow
stePs, swollen feet,"and much pain,
but she never ceases to praise God for
havmg feet to walk on.

God is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. No matfer what you are
facing. He will go with you as Sus-
tainer and Enabler. Truly, God is able!

hi
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Thanks to the “Family”

y wife, Mary, and | were se-
M verely injured in an auto

great church “family,” both home
and abroad. When we joined the

accident on November 7, 1988,Ghurch of the Nazarene in 1955,

Richmond, Va. We are now out of
the hospital and making im-
provements. 1am in a rehabil-
Itation center as a day patient,
where | will receive treatment for
some time, My wife is making re-
markahle improvements, She is
now walking, with the aid of a
walker, on a foot that the doctor
said should have been removed.
We have received hundreds of
cards, letters, and calls from our

no one told us what a great family
it was. When we entered the minis-
try, our family increased in such a
beautiful way. Only eternity will re-
veal the value of the many pra{ers
pr%yed for us during these weeks

nd months. PRAISE HIS NAME!
He is still able to work miracles.
We are the evidence of God’s great
touch. We thank each of you for
caring.

—Charles L. Thompson

When You Can’t Go On

he nights were so Iong; some-
T times it seemed as though
morning would never come. It had
now been four weeks since the hor-
rible automobile accident when
Charles and | were snatched from
sure death by the merc¥,ofGod.
These had heen days of incredible
Baln, surgeries, wegks of lying flat in
ed, not knowing if Charles would
live or if I would ever walk a({]am. _
Our children had been so faithful in
taking shifts to be with both of us al-
most continuously.

One particularmorning, | was
alone. It was very early, and | was ly-
ing there praying and ‘waiting for
sunrise to bring daylight into my
room. As | lay therg, an attractive
little nurse, whom 1had never seen
before, walked into my room. She
came over to my bed and said. “I
can sec you are a Christian from the
posters and things on your wall.” |
responded, “Yes, | am.” She asked
me if she could pray with me, and,
of course, I said, “Oh, yes.” In a very
sweet and precious way, she prayed
for Charles and r_ne_and our family.
While she was still in my room, a
doctor came in with forms for me to
sign so they could take Charles, who
was still in"a coma, back to surgery.

He told me it was urgent that theP{
suction his lungs immediately, a [ife-
and-death necessity because he had
pneumonia. Because of his critical
condition, they would have to per-
form this procedure in the surgical
area in case of any complications.

Itjust seemed like more than |
could bear. For weeks, there had
been one life-threatening situation
after another. The doctor rushed out
after | had signed the form, and | lay
there weeping and feeling totally
overwhelmed; how coul Igo on?
The little nurse slipped back over to
my bedside and tenderly gathered
me in her arms and held me as |
wept. Gradually, m¥ fears subsided,
and the presence of the Holy Spirit
filled me. ['was able to find peace
and acceptance as the little nurse
comforted me. She stayed with me
until 1 was calm, then ‘she slipped
away. | never saw her again.

It is clear to me that our Father
sent one of His angels to minister to
me and hold me in herarms in my
hour of great need. His promises are
true; God is able. When'life is more
than we can hear. He provides just
what we need to make it through.

—Mary Thompson
ki



Because You Gave. ..

BY THELMA J. BRUNT

he parents of Rochelle Sorzano and Nathan
Chutkhan answered God’s call to Christian service

few ﬁears, they accepted a call to the Cumuto Church in
northeast Trinidad. While at the Cumuto Church, a

and came to Caribbean Nazarene Theological Colleg&ork and Witness Team from the U.S.A. began con-

to prepare to minister to the people of Trinidad, Tobago,
and Guyana. o

Because you gave, the college was established in 1951
and continually staffed and maintained bK dedicated
West Indians and missionaries, Located in the beautiful
Santa Cruz valley in Trinidad, it is the training center for
%ou_n people from the English-speaking nations of the

aribbean, the countries of Guyana and Suriname in
South America, and the French Antilles.

Rochelle’s mother, Rosalita Sorzano, is from Guyana.
Her father. Junior, is a Trinidadian. They became ac-
quainted at CNTC where Rosalita enrolled in the Chris-
tian education diploma program and Junior in the min-
isterial diploma program. Married before their final year
of study, they both completed the bachelor of theology
degiree offered in affiliation with Canadian Nazarene
College. Rochelle was born shortly after her parents
graduation and instantly won the hearts of all on cam-
{)us. From birth she expérienced a physical Problem, but
hrough prayer and a successful anglopIaS){ procedure
performed in New York to open a partially closed arterr
she is a bundle of energy and enjoying her one-year-0 d
brother, Jonathan.

During their student daYs, Junior became the pastor
of the Felicity Church of the Nazarene in west central
Trinidad. Rosalita’s expertise in Christian education
and child evangelism made her a valuable partner, The
church progressed under their leadership and, after a

There’s a Place for You ...
Continuedfrom page 25

home to an easy chairand a TV set, Bert’s day isjust begin-
nmgi(. Still ahedd lie homework, term papers, and church
work.

Both Vicki and Bert are NBC students, and both have
been involved in a church plantm? mission in Colorado
Springs. They both sing in the college choir. Vicki is the
new president of the Missions in Action organization, Af-
ter%raudatlon in 1990, Bert and Vicki hope to move back
to the East Coast to pastor.

~Robin and Pam Altice, both featured on the college
videotape, are from Indiana. They made the move to Colo-
rado Springs with their two daughters in 1986. At first,
Pam decided to work full time so her hushand could con-
centrate totally on his studies. But the Lord began to show
her that she, too, needed preparation. “If we were going to
work as a team,” she said, "I wanted to be egmppe to
make the best possible contribution that | could. It was at
this time that | made the decision to work toward a lay
ministries diploma.”
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struction ofa new church building to house the growing
congregation. In addition to pastoral duties, the Sor-
zanos became part of the administration and faculty of
CNTC. At this writing, the Sorzanos are doing graduate
work at Olivet Nazarene University and plan to return
to CNTC to teach full time.

Nathan’s parents, Noland and Indra Chutkhan, are
from Guyana and were married before they came to the
college. Both attended CNTC and Noland graduated
with the ministerial diploma. Kendra, their daughter,
was horn in Trinidad, while Nathan claims Guyana as
his birthplace. He was born while the Chutkhans were

astors ofthe New Amsterdam Church of the Nazarene.
he family returned to CNTC where Indra is taking
classes again and Noland is pursuing the bachelor of
theology deqree. When the Chutkhans returned, Nathan
and Rochelle became good friends and often attended
chapel services with their parents. _

Like the results of the pebhble thrown into the lake
because you gave, the ripples of influence will go on and
on, producing qualified preachers, teachers, and other
Christian workers for this part ofthe world. Perhaps the
seeds sown in the hearts ot Nathan and Rochelle during
the chapel services will one day culminate in their re-
ceiving a call to full-time Christian service and they, too,
will be students at your college.

Thelma J. Brunt, Nazarene missionary serving in Port of
Spain, Trinidad, West Indies. n

Upon graduation in May 1989 Robin and Pam re-
%ptl)_?ded to the call of God to plant a church in Sun City,
alif.

Lindsey Sullivan, from northern M_lchldga_n, was only a
four-year-old Christian when he arrived in Colorado
Springs with his wife, Dorothy, and their new baby daugh-
ter. He enrolled in the biblical studies course at NBC in
November 1986 for the winter quarter. Dorothy, an ele-
mentary school teacher, did some substitute teachlng but
found fer niche in a position at Cheyenne Inn Conference/
Resort Center. In her work, she met a IadK named Chris
who was seeking to know God better. Dorot Yand Lindsey
began discipling Chris. They brought her to the college
where she began to take classes with Dorothy and attend
chapel services. Before Dorothy and Lindsey graduated last
June and took a church in Brookfield, Mo., Lindsey bap-
tized Chris—a trophy of their ministry in Colorado. The
Sullivans also worked successfully in youth ministry at Bel-
mont Church of the Nazarene in Pueblo, Colo.

These and other students represent those whom God
calls and who find their places at Nazarene Bible College
en route to other places of pastoral and lay ministry,
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Stewargship

“Sabbath™ Word

et’s make 1990 a Sabbath year,”
LJ is the call of your Board of

= General Su_Ferlntendents. In
anticipation we will want to recog-
nize the place of stewardship in suc

an observance. Indeed, an acknowl-
edgment of God’s ownership of all
things is at the heart of setting aside
a year for rest, worship, and” inter-
cessory grayer. In effect, we are say-
ing the Church is His, the programs
are His, and all of us belong to Him
as well. In this spirit of humility we
are asking Him to take charge. What
an exciting prospect! One cannot
help but wonder what He has in
mind for us.

All this is based on the surrender
of all we have and all we are. The
tithe and its reqular payment is the
symbol of this acknowledgment.

he concept, however, does not stolo
at 10 percent, but rather it moves all
the way up to 100 percent. Every-
thing belongs to Him. He entrusts Us
to take care of it for Him,

God, not man, declared a Sabbath
year for ancient Isragl. God knew
what was best for His land. Every
seventh year it needed a rest so that

September 198S

BY GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT
JERALD D. JOHNSON

Lord, tell me what
to do with what
seemed to be mine
but was really
Yours all the time.

it could be more productive in the
following six years. _

This places the stewardship of all
things on a very high plane. The
steward and God are in a partner-
ship that assures the best for the
work of the Kingdom. It simply
comes down to this, “It's all Yours,
Lord. Now show me what You want

me to do with that which is Yours."

Those who have broken through
the barriers of reserve and undue
caution to such a plane of_hvmg
have found the true joys experignce
only in Christian stewardship. These
people have become some of the
most exciting and enthusiastic
Christians found anywhere. Theyre
building chapels and other buildings
on mission stations around the
world. They're leading a%}re_sswe ex-
pansion programs in their home
churches. They’re feeding the hun-
gry, clothing the naked, housm%t_he
strangers, and meeting needs Christ
wants met—all in His name. They
do it all because they recognize their
mwstrY as stewards of what God
has let them administer for Him.

Perhaps a benefit to be received
from a Sabbath year will be a keener
understanding of God's ownership
of all thln?s. Further, it opens the
door for all of us to be partners with
Him, and thus provides assurance of
His kingdom’s growth and_expan-
sion. | personal|¥ want my life to re-
flect that kind ofcommitment. Maly
this be your objective as well.
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CUBA VISIT PROMPTS OPTIMISM

Representatives from the Church of
the Nazarene from the United States
are optimistic foIIowmg a visit to
Cuba May 23-28. Dr. and Mrs. H. T.

Reza led "a delegation that included
Nina Gunter, general NWMS direc-
tor, and Terrell C. (Jack) Sanders, Jr.,
Nazarene Theological Seminary pres-
ident, There they visited the interde-
nominational seminary in Matanzas,
dedicated a church in Cienfuegos, at-
tended a district NWMS convention
and rally, met with the Cuba District
Executive Council, and attended the
raduation ceremonies at Instituto

iblico Nazareno (Nazarene Bible In-
stitute) in Havana, Reza said this was
the first time in history that a ?ener_al

NWMS director has been in that is-
land nation. -

“This was one of the most excmng
trips I have ever made to Cuba,” sai
Reza. “I was thrilled to see the many
Young, eople. Of the 350 persons in
he Friday and Sunday services, about
two-thirds were young people.”

_The former Spanish Department
director said he was also encoura?ed
by the government’s action to allow
meetings for religious purBoses in
homes. Such meefings had been for-
bidden since the Cuban revolution.
One Nazarene seminary student,
Hiram Galvez, has started meetings
in 45 homes in the Pinar del Rio area
in the past six months. Every Satur-
day evening, Nazarenes gather in
thése homes to sing, pray, and wor-
ship God.

Cuban young people
worship in the
Nazarene church in
Cienfuegos.
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Cuba District Superintendent Aramis Galvez
(center) is joined for a visit to the campus
of the Nazarene Bible Institute in Havana.
Pictured (I. tor): H. T. Reza, Nina Gunter,
Galvez, Terrell C. Sanders, and Mrs. Reza.

“This means a tremendous in-
crease in membership in the future,”
said Reza. “People are anxious to get
together in their homes.”

Reza added that he was heartened
by the fact that Cuban schools are no
longer teaching the Russian Iangua(h;e
butare instead teaching English. The
Cuban government also recently al-
lowed 10,000 Bibles to he shl(%)ed
into the country. More than 400 of
these were distributed to Nazarenes.

“There is a spirit of expectancy and
unity among Nazarenes in Cuba that
indicates that a new era is actually de-
ve_Idoplng rather than dawning,” Reza
said.

The Church of the Nazarene in
Cuba has more than 760 members in
18 churches. - aw

SAO PAULO THRUST
PROGRESSING

The 1989 Thrust to Sao Paulo is pro-
?lressmg well, according to Louje Bus-
e, South America regional director.
Bustle announced 15 organized
churches with more than 500 mem-
bers just prior to the 22nd General
Assembly. The goal for the Thrust is
30 organized churches and 1,000
members. Bustle added that there
were 23 missions and preaching
points, 39 prayer cells and house
meetings, and 19 contact points.
Church growth seminars were held
prior to General Assembly in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, and "Asuncion,
Paraguay, for all of the pastors of the

Norman Whan (right) presents The Phone's
for You!program to an audience of
Nazarene pastors and church leaders in
Sao Paulo. Stephen Heap, Brazil mission
director, interprets.

Southern Cone of South America,
Thrust Director Michael Estep and
the regional director presented a pro-
?ram of church growth principles for
he pastors and leaders. Norman
Whan, developer of The Phone$for
You! telemarketing program also par-
ticipated in the tour. _

a0 Paulo will seek to organize 30
churches during this Thrust year.
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BURDEN LIFTED AT CANADA CENTRAL ASSEMBLY

Pastor Larry Chovancek shows how he helped lighten the load of Target Toronto Coordinator
Marjorie Osborne at the 1989 Canada Central District Assembly.

Marjorie Osborne was prepared to be
a one-woman chain gang this sum-
mer. but she found that Nazarenes on
thle Canada Central District had other
ans,
i Oshorne, the coordinator for Target
Toronto—the denomination’s 1990
Thrust to the City of Toronto—went
to the Canada Central District As-
sembly wearing a chain that she had
gurchased at a local hardware store,
he wore the weighty metal “boa”
draped over her shoulders as she
made the Target Toronto presenta-
tion. The Thrust coordinator stood
on the platform to tell the members of
the assembly that she wanted to raise
$18,000 to cover the costs of the sal-
ary for a compassionate ministries

astor at the Toronto Grace Church.

shorne explained that Toronto
Grace isan inner-city church with tre-
mendous potential, but it needed to
be restarted with a new pastor and as-
sistant. _

As she started to explain that she
wanted to sell each ofthe 180 loops in
her chain for $100 to cover the salary
for the compassionate ministry
staffer, Wes Coburn, pastor of the
Brantford Church, took the floor to
urge the assembly to take care of the
cost “right now.”

“Before Wes could even set forth a
plan, a lady walked up to the platform
and handed me $100,” Oshorne said.
“Then it came like a flood. It took
about 20 minutes for people to do-

WEST GERMAN ORGANIZATION PROVIDES AID

TO RFM HOSPITAL

Elisha Mduli, administrator for Raleigh Fitkin
Memorial Hospital and Bill McCoy, chief medical
officer at RFM, supervise the unloading of a
container of medical supplies for the hospital from

West Germany.

The supplies were donated by the World Help
organization of West Germany. Hans-Jiirgen
Zimmermann, son-in-law of Africa Regional
Director Richard F Zanner, is the president of

World Help.

- aw

Elisha Mduli (left) and Bill McCoy
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nate $19,000.”

As persons purchased links, Larry
Chovancek, pastor of the Pickering
Altona Road Church, where the as-
sembly was held, used bolt cutters to
lighten Oshorne’s load. People left
with pieces of the chain as reminders
to pray for Target Toronto.

“I really thought | was going to
have to wear this ridiculous chain all
year,” said Osborne. “But when the
people responded like they did, 1
nearly died from joy. Besides money,
persons were hugging me and encour-
aging me with the most wonderful
words. Then Dr. Jerald D. Johnson
preached a sermon that was so apPro-
Frlat_e. In essence he said, ‘Don’t go
looking for where the Lord is work-
ing, because He is working right
here.”

General Superintendent Johnson,
District Superintendent Lome Mac-
Millan, and lan Fitzpatrick, pastor of
the Mississauga Bethel Church,
served as ushers to collect the last
$2,800 needed to complete the goal.
Johnson took one aisle, and MacMil-
lan and Fitzpatrick took the others.

_Floyd Perras, a student from Cana-
dian Nazarene College, will serve as
the compassionate ministries coordi-
nator for the Grace Church. He will
be working with fellow-CNC graduate
Frank Klassen in the effort to rejuve-
nate the church.

Tar%et Toronto will seek to plant 27
new ¢ urchesdurmgthecommgyea\;.v
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General Superintendent Jerald D. Johnson praises L. S. Oliver for his service to Nazarene
Bible College at the spring commencement in Colorado Springs. (L. to r.) Dr. Johnson, Mrs.
Oliver, Dr. Oliver, and Gene Fuller, NBC Board of Trustees chairman.

OLIVER HONORED AT NBC COMMENCEMENT

President Jerry D. Lambert con-
ducted the special ceremony naming
the Nazarene Bible College Music
and SEeech Bmldmg for former presi-
dent L. S. Oliver during the gradu-
ation convocation Monday. May 29,
on the campus at Colorado Springs.

Oliver served as the institution’s
second president from 1972 to 1984.

General Superintendent Jerald D.
Johnson gave the 1989 commence-
ment address at NBC. He spoke on
tSh_e topic, "Correcting the Results of

In.”

Forty-five students were awarded
the associate degree in hiblical stud-
les, 7 received the associate degree in
Christian education, and 1 received
the associate degree in church music.
Diplomas were presented to 13 in Ia%
ministries, 1in hymn playing, and 1
in women’s studies, for a total of 77
graduates on the Colorado Springs
campus.

In addition, 11 others graduated
from three of the 17 multicultural ex-
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tensions this spring with the biblical
studies degree and/or lay ministries
diploma.

General Superintendent Eugene L.
Stowe gave the commencement ad-
dress at Nazarene Indian Bible Col-
Ie?e in Albuquerque May 21, Two
NIBC students were awarded the as-
sociate of arts degree in biblical stud-
les; three others received the ad-
vanced lay ministries diploma.

Neil B. Wiseman, NBC dean, spoke
at Instituto Teologico Nazareno grad-
uation at Los An?eles First Church
where four students received the la
ministries diploma June 2. Two stu-
dents received the associate of arts
degree in biblical studies at the Ar-
menian Bible College commence-
ment June 4 at Pasadena Bresee Ave-
nue Church.

Mike Morris and Mark Burkev

were awarded the general superinten-

dents scholarships for the 1989-90
school year. —w

67TH COMMENCEMENT AT ENC

One-hundred seventy-two degrees
were awarded at Eastern Nazarene
College’s 67th annual commence-
ment May 29, 1989. One-hundred
fifteen of these degrees were under-
?radluate, the remainder were master-
evel.

~ Twenty graduates were inducted
into the National Honor Society, Phi
Delta Lambda. , ,

John M. Nielson, vice president for
church and public affairs at ENC, was
awarded the honorary doctor of di-
vinity degree. Benjamin O. Rieder. a
student who was killed while working
in a national parks’program last sum-
mer, was awarded a degree post-
humously. William Dyment, of Read-
ing, Mass.; and Judith A. Paul, a
teacher/administrator in the Quincy,
Mass., Public Schools system, were
honored as the ENC Alumni of the
Year. Alumni Achigvement awards
were presented to Fred Hawthorne,
Jack Laudermilk, and Donna Bowers.
The Outstanding Senior Award was
presented to Mark Blachly.

General Superintendent John A
Knight delivered the commencement
address on the subject "Guarante_eln%
What Is to Come." ENC Presiden
Stephen W. Nease delivered the bac-
calaureate message.

CNTC/HNTC GRADUATIONS

Nine students from Jamaica, Guyana,
Trinidad, and Ethiopia graduated in
ceremonies from Caribbean Naza-
rene Theological College this May.
Seven received the Th.B. degree rec-
?gnlzed by Canadian Nazarene Col-
ege.

gR_onald F Gray, professor of mathe-
matics at Trevecca Nazarene College,
brought the commencement address.
Gray and his wife have taught at the
college on three different assignments
since 1974. They announced the
funding ofa new scholarship program
bemg offered by them to each student
enrolled in the"Th.B. program begin-
ning in 1990.

CNTC President Joseph P. Muru-
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gan also granted certificates of recog-
nition to 12 graduates of the Pas-
toral Extension Training program in
Barbados.

Thirteen students |gw;radua_ted from
Haitian Nazarene Theological Col-
Iege in Port-au-Prince in May. Twelve
ofthese graduates are Nazarenes who
Ella_n_ to “enter pastoral ministry in

aiti., —xa

APNTS GRADUATES 16 IN 1989

Sixteen students graduated from de-
gree programs at Asia-Pacific Naza-
rene Theologhmal Seminary at the
school’s fourth commencement this
spring, according to E. LeBron Fair-
banks, APNTS president. Graduates
were from Indonesia, Korea, New
Zealand, the Philippines, and West-
ern Samoa.

The first APNTS student from
Hong Kong enrolled this summer,
and record enroliment is expected for
the new school year.

APNTS President E. LeBron Fairbanks (left)
with the 1989 commencement speaker,
William J. Prince, then president of
Southern Nazarene University.

Fairbanks says the school is in the
process of completing a four-unit
married student housmF fac_|l|tg/ and
that a six-unit complex is being
planned for 1990. _

“I'am convinced that in a few short
years, the seminary will significantly
Impact the Church’ofthe Nazarene in
the Asia-Pacific Region,” said Fair-
banks. "Pray for the students at
APNTS who come to Manila at great
sacrifice.” -m
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1989 spring commencement at ONU.

ONU AWARDS 383 DEGREES

Olivet Nazarene University awarded
383 degrees in 1989, according to
Gordon Wickersham, ONU ﬁublmlty
director. The majority of these de-
grees were conferred at the spring
commencement. Degrees awarded in
1989 include: 95 master’s, 118 B.A.
139 BS., 2 Th.B., 26 A.A. in practical
ministry, and 3 honorary.

B. G. W|§igs superintendent of the
Southwest Tndiana District; and Bill
Griffin, pastor of Indianapolis First
Church, received doctor of divinity
degrees. Gene Snowden, Nazarene
layman from Huntingdon, Ind.. re-
8e|ved the honorary doctor of laws
eqree.

he Maggie Sloan Crawford Award

s NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS

was presented to Jean Alice Small,
publisher/editor of the Daily Journal
of Kankakee, 11

Following the 1989 commence-
ment convocation, the ONU Board of
Trustees renewed the contract of pres-
ident Leslie Parrott for four years.
The board also appointed Gary Streit
as vice president for adult learning
and dean of the graduate school. Ted
Lee was named senior vice president
of ONU.

The trustees also voted to begin
construction of the Les Parrott Con-
vocation and Athletic Center.
Groundbreaking for the $4 million
project was held May 8. W

450 PLNC STUDENTS RECEIVED DEGREES

Four-hundred fifty students received
degrees June 5 at the 79th annual
commencement of Point Loma Naz-
arene Colleﬁe. De%rees awarded in-
cluded: bachelor of arts, bachelor of
science in nursing, master ofarts, and
educational specialist. _

James Dobson, founder and presi-
dent of Focus on the Family and an
alumnus of Pasadena College, deliv-
ered the commencement address. He
encouraged the graduates to recon-

sider their future goals if those they
planned to pursue were fame and suc-
cess. Such trophies of the race soon
tarnish, he said, but an investment in
love of family and all things spiritual,
remain forever,

Honorar¥ doctoral degrees were
Bres_e_nted [0 George Rench, Asia-

acific regional director, and Yozo
Seo, an author, editor, and president
of Japan Christian Junior College.
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

All former pastors, members, and
friends of the Brampton, Ont., Can-
ada church are invited to rejoice with
uson September 23 and 24 as we ded-
icate our new sanctuary and office fa-
cility. Guest speaker for the occasion
will"be Dr. Sydney Martin, Glasgow,
Scotland. Guest musicians include:
Don Quantz, soloist, from Winnipeg;
Stan and Darlene Elliotson, brass in-
strumentalists, from Orangeville,
Ont; and the Watchmen Quartet
from Kitchener, Ont. For more infor-
mation contact Pastor Reg L. Graves
at 416-451-5986.

Inver Grove Heights, Minn., Grace
Church (formerly St. Paul Grace) will
have a special homecoming weekend
to celebrate its 50th anniversary. Sep-
tember 23-24. Special services will be
held on both days. All former mem-
bers and friends are invited to attend.

For more information, contact Pas-
tor Steve Cecil, 7950 Blaine Ave. E,
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076, or
phone 612-455-9464,

Hartford, Conn., First Church will
celebrate its 75th anniversary Sep-
tember 10. This will mark the Start of
the 25th year as pastor of the church
for Rev. Keith E. Smith, There will be
a combined service at 10 . .. . and an
afternoon service at 2 , . with Dr.
Timothy L. Smith, former interim
pastor, preaching. In the service, spe-
cial recognition will be made of
former pastors, which include Dr.
R.J. Dixon, founder of the church
and denominational evangelist and
educator; Dr. H. V. Miller, general su-
Bermtendent; and Rev. Nathan Wash-
urn, Nazarene pioneer in Maine and
later New England district superin-
tendent, Special music will include
guest violinist, Alice Kauffman, and
soloist b?/ tape, Reba Eshleman
Smith. All pastors, members, and
friends are invited to attend or to send
greetings. There will be a dinner
served following the afternoon ser-
vice. For further details write to Pas-
tor Keith E. Smith, 219 Oxford St,
Fﬁaeriford’ CT 06105, or call 203-232-

In observance of 25 years of minis-
ter|n%t0 the Castro Valley area, Eden-
vale Church of the Nazarene will cele-
brate a “Homecoming Jubilee” on
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September 3. History and present
plans will be presented. Sunday

morning. Central Ohio District Su-
?_erlntendent Dr. J. Wilmer Lambert,
irst pastor of Edenvale, will speak.
An afternoon service is planned,
which features reminiscing with
former pastors and friends, along with
special singing from “Joyful Noise.”
All former pastors, members, and
friends are invited to attend. Those
who cannot are encouraged to send
?reet[n?s and a family photo. For fur-
her information, contact Dr. Melvin
Laws, Edenvale Church of the Naza-
rene, 19230 Lake Chabot Rd., Castro
g/say?y, CA 94546, or call 415-581-

Shippensburg, Pa., Church of the
Nazarene will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary on Septemhber 10, 1989.
Former_i)astor Rev. George Whet-
stone will be the keynote speaker. In
addition to the regular morning
schedule, there will be a special after-
noon service, with dinner on the
%rounds. All former pastors, mem-
ers, and friends of the church are in-
vited to attend. Those who cannot at-
tend are urged to send written or
Wed greetings gmcludlnth; wdeotaPe).
/e also need photographs and other
historical items for the special display.
These items will be returned, if
marked accordingly. For further infor-
mation, you ma7v contact pastor
Barry Kolp at 717-532-7450 or
717-530-1532. Please send all corre-
5ﬁondence and mementos to the
church at 415 E. Orange St, Ship-
Rensburg, PA 17257, in care of Ms.
eanette Hockensmith.

EVANGELISM NEWS

Revival in Europe

Rev. and Mrs. J. Melton Thomas re-
cently completed a second tour of ho-
liness evangelism throughout Europe,
conducting 22 services in a three-
month period. _

In Germ anX meetings were con-
ducted in St. James Church of West
Berlin where Rev. Thomas Vollen-
weider is pastor as well as district su-

erintendent, and in the Bonames

hurch of Frankfurt. Since 1984, a
splendid church, parsonage, and dis-
trict center building have been com-
pleted in Berlin.
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In Italy, missionary conventions
were conducted at Civitavecchia and
Torino; a holiness convention at Otta-
viano (Naples); and one service each
in Rome and Cuneo. Rev. Salvatore
Scognamiglio, superintendent of the
Italy District, was the Spirit-anointed
interpreter for all these meetm%s. _
_InFrance, Rev. Russell Lovett, mis-
sionary, interpreted for a holiness
convention in" Versailles, and a full-
length revival in Paris. Dr. Paul
Orjala, district superintendent in
France, was in most of the services,
Playmg the piano, assisting at the al-
ar,

Final services were conducted in
Holland with Pastor J. Overdiun, on
Sunday morning at Haarlem and one
Sunday evening at Vlaardingen.

The Thomases report that in Eu-
rope the fresh winds of the Spirit are
blowing. There was a consistently
?ratlfylng_publlc response throughout
taly and in France, where public altar
response is unusual. At Haarlem and
Vlaardingen. Holland, the services
were free in the Holy Spirit and re-
sulted in a rich harvest. A total of 99
persons made commitments in the 22
services. _

Our people in Europe labor under
conditions that we i the United
States cannot !m_aFme. They are com-
mitted, sacrificial, and Spirit-filled,
and their labors are being rewarded! A
new_da)(] of revival seems to be dawn-
ing in the European work. -m

CENTRAL LATIN AMERICA
DISTRICT REPORTS REVIVAL,
MIRACLES

Evangelist Grace Laska Jones reports
a busy, fruitful year of meetings
throughout the Céntral Latin Amer-
ica District. She is the daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. Harold T. Gruver. pio-
neer missionaries to Costa Rica.
Several revival meetings were held
to begin new works. In" these, Rev.
Jones did religious drawings with pas-
tel chalks, awarding them to those
who brought the most visitors.
Other meetings included Tucson,
Ariz. In Pastor Ramon Rio’s church,
16 souls were saved. Many seriously
ill people attended and God healed
many. “Sister Rios was ill with a mi-
graine to the point her vision was

Herald of Holiness



VIEWS « NEWS « NEWS

gone,” said Rev. Jones. "They were go-
Ing to take her to the emergency ward
but God manifested His power, and
she was healed at the altar.”

A second revival in Tucson was in
the church of Rev Ricardo Lopez.
"My aunt and uncle, in whose home 1
was stay|n1g, attended and saw a great
moving of the Holy Spirit. During a
son{; service, everyone stood up in
united praise to God. It was sweet to
feel His presence filling the Temple.
My auntand uncle asked ifservices of
the Nazarenes were always like that.
Souls were saved and sanctified and
visible miracles of healing were hbe-
stowed.”

In Douglas, Ariz., on the Mexican

border, _theK divided the men and
women in the church. "In the special
service | have for couples, God
worked in a special way,” reports Rev.
Jones. “When | gave the altar call,
each man left his side of the church
and went over and took the hand of
his companion. They walked down
the aisle together, and the altar was
filled with couples. The Holy Spirit
moved on them, making hearts ten-
der with tears and reconciliations.
_In that meeting, the pastor was so
ill with heart trouble he had to Rreach
sitting down. He could not use his left
arm, God healed him, and he lifted a
chair over his head with his "para-
lzyed” arm.

Jones reports that in Albuquerque,
N.Mex., the people gave liberally for
her cassette music tapes. She also re-
ports that a travel trailer has been
given to herand her husband. ..

* NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS

ASSEMBLY REPORTS

Penoga Unutoa and Richard A. Ragle
were ordained at the 37th annual as-
sembly ofthe Hawaii Pacific District
according to superintendent Darrell
B. Teare. The credentials of Ernesto
Babas were recognized. Teare re-
ported the or%an_lzatlon of a new
church at Pukalani, Maui, with 16 of
its 18 charter members new Naza-
renes. Eighteen ofthe 19 churches on
the district received new members bK
profession of faith, and every churc

paid all budgets in full.

Eight elders were ordained by General
Superintendent Eugene L. Stowe at the
1989 West Texas District Assembly,
according to Gene Fuller, district
superintendent. They are (I. to r): Bill
Johnston, David Sabine, Dallas Yetter, Doug
Forsberg, Merrell Anderton, Hugh Hayes,
Mike Meeks, and David Finkenbiner.

General Superintendent John A,
Knight ordained five elders and one
deacon at the 85th annual district as-
sembly of the Northwest District, ac-
cording to superintendent Walter E.
Lanman. Those ordained as elders in-
cluded: Larry Dean Benjamin, Dar-
rell Wayne Freeman, Kenneth How-

ard Rozelle, and Joseph Stanley Stur-
geon. Robert Lee Minor was ordained
as a deacon.

Philadelphia District Superintendent
Talmage Haggard gave a report of
how God has ministered to him dur-
ng his battle with cancer during the
32nd annual Philadelphia District
Assembly, according to General Su-
perintendent Raymond W. Hum who
presided at the meeting. _

Haggard also reported the organi-
zation of the Lebanon Valley Church
last year. More than $25,000 was
pledged above regular budgets to as-
sist this new c_ongregatlon.

Hum ordained James E. Cox and
Gary A. Davey as elders.

Four elders were ordained by General
SuFerlntendentJohn A. Knight at the
46th annual Washington District As-
sembly, according to Hugh L. Smith,
district superintendent. They are: Ste-
ven E. Barnes, Ronald L. Christie,
Levi L. Johnson, and Patrick J.
Kirschner. Credentials were recog-
nized for Reuben E. Naasz.

The 46th annual assembly ofthe Ore-
gon Pacific District was highlighted
by the church growth service, accord-
ing to Gerald E. Manker, district su-
i),ermtendent. The district has estab-
ished three I|orograms that reach out
to the homele

of Portland.

The district also saw the plant ofa
new church last year using tele-
marketln?. Ateam of four has worked
together to begin this newest of more
than 25 successful Oregon Pacific
church plants. —aw

ss and needy residents

FOR THE RECORD

Moving Ministers

ALEXANDER ARDREY from general
assigned, Kansas City, to associate,
Crossroads, Pa

TIMOTHY C. BENDER from pastor,
South Pittsburg, Tenn., to evangelism

MAHLON P. COCHRAN to pastor, Palco,
Kans.

GERALD F ELLIOTT from student,
NTS, Kansas City, to pastor, Billings
(Mont.) Trinity

LARRY FILLER from student, NTS, Kan-
sas City, to associate, Jonesboro
(Ark.) Forest Home

D. IAN FITZPATRICK from Mississauga
(Ont.) Bethel to district assigned

JAMES L. FRYE from Quanah, Tex., to
Skiatook, Okla.

JAMES R. GELDHOF from associate,
Lowell, Mich., to pastor, Lowell, Mich.

GREGORY D. GEBHART from Car-
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pinteria, Calif., to Stanton, Calif.

BILLY C. GOODPASTURE from Fort
Branch, Ind., to Albany (Ky.) Northside

PETER A. GROGAN from Meaford
(Ont.) Bethany to Woodstock, Ont.

WESLEY C. HARRIS from associate,
Port Orchard, Wash., to pastor, Sky-
komish (Wash.) Valley

PHILLIP HEDGES from student, NTS,
Kansas City, to pastor, Elizabethtown
(Ky.) First

BEN E. HILL from evangelism to pastor,
De Land, Fla.

LEVIL.JOHNSON frm world missions to
pastor, Woodinville (Wash.) Christian

LESTER L. JONES from associate, Lan-

sing (Mich.) South, to pastor, St. Jo-
seph, Mich.

DOUGLAS G. KARL from associate,
Olympia, Wash., to associate, Cen-
tralia, Wash.

FRANK P. KLASSEN from student,

CNC, Winnipeg, Man., to pastor, Tor-

onto (Ont.) Grace

JON R. KROEZE from student, NTS,
Kansas City, to pastor, Caledonia
(Ont.) Hillcrest

LARRY W. McNUTT from student to as-
sociate, Bucyrus, Ohio

ROBERT P. MERKI from associate, Bed-
ford, Ohio, to associate, Marley Park,
Md.

CECIL W. MURDAUGH to Bambery,
S.C.

GEORGE PARASKEVOPOLOS from
student to pastor, Shelburne (Ont.)
Grace

TODD C. PIERCE from Frederictown,
Ohio, to Battle Creek (Mich.) First

MITCHELL L. POWELL from Ashland
City, Tenn., to Sparta, Tenn.

GENDALE RAINS from Ropesville, Tex.,
to Shiloh, Tex.

ROBERT G. RUSSELL from pastor,

Randle, Wash., to associate, Lynn-

wood, Wash.

HOWARD F SHUTE, JR,, from student,
NTS, Kansas City, to pastor, Lowville
(N.Y.) Bethel

THERESA K. SIPSY from student, NTS,
Kansas City, to pastor, Berkeley (Calif.)
Bresee Center

DARWIN SPEICHER from associate,
Sacramento (Calif.) Liberty Towers, to
associate, New Life Community, Calif.

JERRY W. TATE from associate, Santa
Clara, Calif., to pastor, Willow Creek,
Calif.

DANIEL E. WHITNEY from associate,
Kansas City (Mo.) St. Paul, to pastor,
LaFargeville, N.Y.

JERRY B. WICKWIRE from Sweeny,
Tex., to Temple (Tex.) Grace

BRUCE G. WILLIAMSON from San An-
tonio (Tex.) East Terrel Hills to Mount
Vernon, Mo.

DALE J. WINE from associate, Moscow,
Idaho, to associate, Oklahoma City
(Okla.) Lakeview Park
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San Francisco Ordinance Recognizes

“Domestic Relationships”

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors recently ap-
proved an ordinance reco%mzmg unions of homosexual
couples and unmarried heterosexual couples. Gay rights
advocates hailed the “domestic partnership" ordinance
as “an important first step." _

In a unanimous vote, the supervisors voted to ap-
ﬁrove the ordinance, which allows unmarried cou_PIes,

eterosexual or homosexual, to regilster with the city as
“domestic partners,” giving them the same legal status
as married couples. o

It remains unclear whether health-care benefits will
become available to domestic partners of city employ-
ees.
“The Ie?|slat|on makes San Francisco the first major
city to allow unmarried couples to reglster their “rela-
tionships” in a way similar to that used by couples who
file for marriage licenses.

The law defines domestic partners as an?{ “two people
who have chosen to share one another's [ives in an in-
timate and committed relationship.”

“We feel this is very dangerous," said Geor%e Wesolek.
a spokesman for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
San Francisco. “It will erode traditional marriage values
by legitimizing transitory and temporary relationships."

—kp News Service

Supreme Court Refuses to Reinstate Florida
Consent Law

The USS. Supreme Court, without comment, has refused
to reinstate Florida’s law requiring parental or judicial
consent for minors seeking abortions. The decision
lifted a star imposed hy one of its justices, and means
that anr Florida girl of'any age can obtain an abortion
without the knowledge or consent of her parents. The
Florida Attorne%/ General asked the Florida Supreme
Court to allow the law to be enforced until its court test
Is complete, but that request was refused. -i:r

Bakkers Are Back

What has been called a "failed shopping mall” has be-
come the home for a new "TV ministry” by Jim and
Tammy Bakker. The Orlando, Fla., mall where the cou-
ple recently restarted their TV program houses two bars
and a Far East import store,

“Orlando seems like it's the crossroads of the world,"
said Bakker, who told reporters he's satisfied with the
move to the boarded-u eﬂartmen_t store that serves as
his new TV studio. “The thing | like about it is, it’s a
place where it seems like everyone’s welcome.”

Most everyone may be welcome, but it seems that the
Bakkers are not, according to 23-year-old Frankie Skin-
ner. Skinner began picketing the store-turned-studio
with a sign that read, “Just say no. Keep our city clean.”
He told the New York Times, “I think it's s wronck;.
They shouldn’t get another chance.” -[o> Vi *smke

SCMe-
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Moving Missionaries

REV. PETER and MERYL BURKHART
Philippines, Field address: P.O. 641,
Greenhills 1502, Metro Manila, Re-
public of the Philippines

REV. BILL and MARTHA DAWSON,
Haiti, Field address: Nazarene, c/o
MFI, P.O. Box 15665, West Palm
Beach. FL 33406

DR. DAVID and SUSAN DOWNS, Korea,
Field address: 198-1 Yongjung-dong,
Taejon, Korea 300-200

REV MISS DANA HARDING, Swazi-
land, (ANTC), Field address: P.O. Box
3, Siteki, Swaziland

REV ROY and GLORIA HENCK, Cape
Verde, Furlough address: 8020 Naza-
rene St., Louisville, OH 44641

REV. GEORGE and MARGARET
HURST, South Africa (ACC), Field ad-
dress: P.O. Box 401, Amanzimtoti
4125, Republic of South Africa

REV RICHARD and JEAN KNOX, Thai-
land, Field address: Phrakhanong,
Bangkok 10250, Thailand

MISS CAROLYN LEHRKEJ Swaziland,
Furlough address: RR 1. Box 47, Al-
derson, WV 42910

REV. RON and LAURIE MOORE, In-
donesia, Field address: IMLAC, J1
Gunung Agung 16, Bandung 40142,
Indonesia

DR. PAUL and MARY ORJALA, France.
Furlough address: Point Loma Naza-
rene College. 3900 Lomaland Dr., San
Diego. CA 92106

MISS BONITA PHILLIPS,- Swaziland,
Field address: P.O. Box 14, Manzini,
Swaziland

REV. DAVID and RHODA RESTRICK,
South Africa (ASF North), Furlough
address: 86 Wendall Ave., Wollaston,
MA 02170

REV. HARMON AND BEVERLY
SCHMELZENBACH, Kenya, Fur-
lough address: c/o Wachtel, 12312
Newgate, Yukon, OK 73099

REV JOHN and LINDA SEAMAN, Ivory
Coast, Field address: 22 B.P 623,
Abidjan 22, Cote d'lvoire (lvory Coast),
West Africa

REV JOHN and ROSE SPRUNGER,
Kenya, Field address: Endingeni Naz-
arene Mission, Private Bag, Piggs
Peak, Swaziland

REV. PAUL and NETTIE STROUD, Cape
Verde, Field address: C.P. 134, Min-
delo, Republic of Cape Verde, West
Africa

MISS JO ANN WOOD, Swaziland, Fur-
lough address: 8708 Stearns. Over-
land Park, KS 66214

'Specialized Assignment Personnel

VITAL STATISTICS

Deaths

REV. JAMES C. CONKEY, JR., 56,
former Nazarene pastor, passed away
April 22, in Dellroy, Ohio.

Rev. Conkey attended Trevecca Naza-
rene College and Malone College. He
was ordained an elder in 1963 on the
Akron District. He served 11 different
pastorates over the past 30 years and
served as president of Sharon Center
Camp of the National Holiness Associ-
ation the past 10 years.

He is survived by his wife, Esther Huf-
ford Conkey; sons Dan, Steve, Tim, Joel,

« NEWS « NEWS « NEWS  NBEWAJ

and Jesse: daughter Beth (Mrs. Charles
A.) Nutt; parents James C. and Mary
Conkey, Sr.; 2 brothers: 2 sisters: 13
grandchildren.

REV. GARY JAMES GULLEY, 48, pas-
tor of Gainesville, Ga., First Church of the
Nazarene, died May 18, of heart failure.

Rev. Gulley was a native of Mur-
freesboro, lIl., and had lived in Gainesville
since 1983. He was president of the vol-
unteer chaplains at NE Georgia Medical
Center He was director of the Georgia
Nazarene Bible College Extension in At-
lanta and secretary of the Board of Min-
isterial Studies for the Georgia District.
Previous pastorates include churches in
Hoopeston and Orland Park, IlI.; Iberia,
Mo.; Columbus and Gainesville, Ga. He
held a B.A. and an M.A. from ONU.

Survivors include his wife, Mary
Phipps Gulley; daughters Joy and Jan;
and son Gregory.

REV. HALEY MESSER. 86, retired
minister of the Church of the Nazarene,
died April 11 in Tulsa, Okla.

Rev. Messer received his theological
training at Pasadena College, Pasadena,
Calif. During his 36-year ministry, he pas-
tored churches in California, Texas, and
Oklahoma; the final half of his ministry
was devoted to the field of evangelism.

Following the death of his wife of over
60 years, Grace Taylor Messer he was
subsequently married to Lois Whitsett
Messer, who survives him. Other sur-
vivors include his sons James and Bob;
seven grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; stepdaughter Joy Lou Hursh;
three stepgrandchildren; one step-great-
grandson. He was preceded in death by
one daughter, Emmilene Videan.

REV. JOSEPH W. SIMONS, 74, New
Straitsville, died May 4.

Rev. Simons had pastored Nazarene
churches in Pleasantville; Clyde, Ohio;
and Hefner, Okla.

He was married for 51 years to Mar-
garet Snively Simons, who survives him.
Also surviving are sons William, Harvey,
John, and Steven; daughters Leora(Mrs.
Bill) McNamara, Charlotte (Mrs. Oley)
Boggs. Margaret (Mrs. Eddie) Stark, and
Becky (Mrs. Jonathan) Meek; several
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren;
two half-sisters.

REV. BERNICE O. THAXTON, 75, Al-
exandria, La., died December 11, follow-
ing a long illness. Rev. Thaxton was an
ordained elder in the Church of the Naz-
arene and had pastored on the Louisiana
District for over 35 years.

He is survived by his wife, Mildred; two
sons, Darrell and F C.; daughter Nelda
Corley; eight grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

ISSAC BARRAVECCHIA, 71, March
29, Midland, N.C. Survivors: wife Dor-
othy; daughter Dolly Wapelhorst; son
David; eight granchildren; one brother.

WILLIAM BAUCH, 76, April 11, Akron
Ohio. Survivors: wife Vivian; daughter
Helen Veal; four grandchildren.

MARTHA V. CLARK, 80, March 6,
Stewartville, Minn. Survivors: son Virgil;
seven granchildren; one great-grandson.

NINA HARRIET COLE, 84, January
12, Argentine, Mich. Survivors: husband
Delbert; sons Donald and Robert;
daughters Margaret (Mrs. Alonzo) Drake
and Mary (Mrs. Richard) Bidelman; 17
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren.
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MILLARD KENNETH CRIDER, 17,
auto accident victim. May 20, Gallup,
N.Mex. Survivors: parents Rev and Mrs.
Thomas A. Crider; one brother; grand-
parents Mr and Mrs. J. C. Crider and Mr
and Mrs. Roscoe Ozanne.

HAZEL S, DALE, 70, December 13,
Monticello, Fla. Survivors: husband Ray-
mond Dale, Sr.; sons Hubert, Larry, and
Raymond; daughter Wilma Smith; one
sister; three half-sisters; one half-
brother; nine grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren.

ROBERT WATSON DEVAUGHN, 66,
April 12, Fremont, Calif. Survivors: wife
Doris; sons David, Layne, Chris, Robert,
Jr; daughters Michelle and Patrice (Mrs.
Kelly) Smith; nine grandchildren; one
brother; two sisters.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Irecommend REV. WAYNE L. AL-
BRIGEIT as evangelist to our pastors
and churches. He enters the evan-
gelistic field this month following 23
years of successful pastoral ministry.
He may be contacted at P.0. Box 272,
Junction City, KS 66441 phone
913-762-4501—W. T. Dougharty,
Kansas district superintendent.

| am delighted to recommend the

TIM BENDER FAMILY who are en-

tering the field of evangelism. They
have a rich background ofevangelistic

 NEWS « NEWS

PAUL THOMAS ELLIS, 67, May 1,
Kent, Wash. Survivors: Bettie; sons Mi-
chael, Stephen, David, and Byron;
daughters Joy Lee, Marily Saur, and
Pamela Ellis; 2 brothers; and 12 grand-
children.

CECIL STUART HOLT, 53, March 25.
Monticello, Fla. Survivors: wife Carolyn
Finney Holt; sons Erik and Scott; daugh-
ter Kimberly; one brother; two sisters.

PEARLEY O. HUPP, 89. May 28, Wil-
lard, Ohio. Survivors: wife Wilma; son
Ben Hupp; daughter Sharon Hupp.

LOREEN EVELYN JENSEN, 63. May
5, Twin Falls, Idaho. Survivors: husband
Harold V.; son Wayne; daughters Joyce
Reed and Beverly Freeman; mother Leta
M. Lower; eight grandchildren.

MAXINE DONNA KALEY, 77, May 8,

experience from traveling with their
parents and other family members in
the field of evangelism. They offer a
full program and may be contacted at
1278 Smith Chapel Rd, Shelbyville,
TN 37160; phone 615-759-4930.
—Thomas M. Cox, East Tennessee
district superintendent.

A recommendation of MILTON
HARRINGTON as an evangelist in
the May 15 Herald contained an incor-
rect phone number. Rev. Harrington
may be contacted at 916-334-6449 or
916-332-7850. We regret the error.

MOVING?

DONT FORGET YOUR PERIODICALS!
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THE ONE YEAR B
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BLE

Besus saith unto him, 1am the
the truth, and the life; no man co
unto the Father, but by me.

TIf ye had known me, ye should
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Milwaukee, Wis. Survivors: husband El-
vin F; daughters Sue Ann Smallcombe,
Karen Blackmore: son John W.; six
grandchildren.

BRIAN KERRY, 43, May 19, Wayne-
town Ind. Survivors: wife Bonnie Ray
Kerry: son Micah: father Theodore
Kerry; brothers Keith and Alan; one un-
cle; three aunts.

STELLA "TOLLY" McQUAY, 80.
Nampa, ldaho. Survivors: daughter
Debra (Mrs. Jeff) Trowbridge; brother
James Myers; two grandchildren.

FRED E. PHILLIPS, 77, April 30, Ham-
mond, Ind. Survivors: wife Pearl; daugh-
ters Claudette (Mrs. James) Stephens,
Frieda (Mrs. Arthur) Ervin, Brenda (Mrs.
Richard) Kemp, Tyonia (Mrs. Russell)
Hodges; sons Frederick and Monty; 12
grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren;
brother Dean Phillips.

LAURA BELLE REED, 81, April 11,
Little Rock, Ark. Survivors: husband Carl
T; sons Jim and Tom; daughters Bobby
Sue Reed and Linda Wheeler; 15 grand-
children; 19 great-grandchildren; 3 great-
great-grandchildren.

ROSALIE ROBERSON, 91, June 6.
Lamesa, Tex. Survivors: daughter Lou-
ise (Mrs. Jack) Hancock, sister Mayme
Lewis; brother Lynn Carter; one grand-
daughter; two great-granddaughters;
two great-great-grandsons.

Births

to REV. MICHAEL D. AND DELONA
(HARRIS) ARCHER, Payson, Ariz., twin
girls, Audrea Marie and Adrienne Mi-
chelle, Jan. 25

to REV. VIRGIL R. AND JUDITH
(MOENCH) ASKREN, Portland, Oreg., a
girl, Arielle Rebekah, Mar. 14

to DWIGHT AND DELYNDA BALD-
WIN, St. Paul, Minn., a girl, Emily Rose,
Oct. 26

to REV. ROBERT AND LORI (EDGIN)

BRACY, JR., Elmira, N.Y,, a boy, Jordan
Edgin, Apr. 20

to JOEL AND CARLENE (KEELER)
CARPENTER. San Jose, Calif.,, a son,
Travis Joel, Apr. 19

to BYRON AND NADINE (CROW-
FOOT) CHITTENDEN, Colorado
Springs, Colo., a boy, Nathan Bryce,
Sept. 26

to HENRY C, JR., AND MARLENE
(BEARDSLEY) COOK, Lakewood,
Colo., a girl, Caitlyn Elizabeth, Feb. 27

to DAVID AND HELEN (BUCKMAN)
HAIL, Roseville, Calif., aboy Peter David,
Feb. 17

to ANTHONY AND RENEE (FLED-
DERJOHANN) HAMPTON, Fort Wayne,
Ind., a girl, Ashley Love, Apr. 28

to KENNY AND STARLA (HAND)
HORTON, Tyler, Tex., a girl, Elizabeth
Katelyn, Apr. 17

to RONALD AND RITA (DAVIS) Mc-
KAIN, Bloomfield, Mo., a boy, Gavin Lee,
Apr 1

to REV. JOE AND VALERIE McMA-
HAN, Lindsay, Calif., a boy, Steven Jo-
seph, Apr 23

DIRECTORIES

BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTEN-
DENTS— Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kan-
sas City, MO 64131. Eugene L. Stowe,
chairman; Raymond W. Hurn, vice chair-
man; John A. Knight, secretary; Jerald D.
Johnson, Donald D. Owens, William J.
Prince.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
EMERITUS: Samuel Young 5639 W.
92nd PIl, Overland Park, KS 66207;
George Coulter, 9310 Canterbury, Lea-
wood, KS 66206; V. H. Lewis, 1406
Cambridge, Olathe, KS 66062; Orville W.
Jenkins, 2309 W. 103rd St., Leawood,
KS 66206; Wiliam M. Greathouse,
12203 W. 99th Terr., Lenexa, KS 66215

INTRODUCE THEM TO SOME
OF THE BEST . . .

In a world infested with rock stars, robots, and mutated
adolescent reptiles, who do your children admire? In Year
IV, The Missionary, they'll meet some authentic heroes,
men and women of God who changed the world for
good. Theirtravels across the world dull the excitement of
Saturday morning cartoon adventure. Their deeds are
more powerful than any man of steel. And best of all their
stories are true ... something no contrived electronic
hero can claim.
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The Question Box

Have We Changed Our Policy?

Has the general church changed its policy about tongues
speakl_n%. A survey about d|scover|ng spiritual gifts was
administered at our church recently. Several of the state-
ments appear to apBrove_ of and encourage tongues speak-
ing. For example: ™ raylngi_ln tongues is personally mean-
ingful to me in my prayer life.” “I"have been overwhelmed
by the Holy Spirit during prayer or worship and began to
speak in tongues.” And, I have spoken in a Ian(iuage un-
known to me, that when interpreted, brought a blessing to
those who heard.”

No, the Church of the Nazarene has not changed its Wll_cy
proscribing tongues speaking in Nazarene meetings. While
we expect our people to be charitable to the sincere be-
lievers who practice tonques speaking, we expect them in
return to respect our polity and not attempt to slip their
own practices into Nazarene churches.

_lhave no way of knowing the intent ofthe person who
distributed the survey in your church. If the intent was to
make ton%u_es_spea_kln appear to be an essential Bart ofthe
normal Christian life, then the document was, at best, maP-
propriate for use in a Nazarene congregation. Some would
doubtless regard its use as an even more grave breach of
Nazarene doctrine and polity.

‘Arose” or “Was Raised™?

Is there a theological difference between the statements
“Jesus arose” and “Jesus was raised up”? If so, which is
more biblically accurate, and why?

Both Phr_ases you cite are scriptural. There can_be a theo-
Iogma difference in emphasis in the user’s mind. Those
who are careful to say “Christ arose" are tak[n? precise
Bams to emphasize the deity of Jesus. The point is, they
Delieve, that if Jesus Christ isthe second Person of the Trin-
ity (as Nazarenes assert) then He conquered death by His
own power. They usually go ahead to say that the Triune
God is one divine Essence, constituted by three distinct
Persons with the totality of the Essence dwellm%concur-
rently in each Person. That means, they affirm, that while
Jesus was on the Cross He was at the same time in heaven;
while He was in the tomb. He was also in heaven. And,
therefore. His own divine power generated the Resurrec-
tion. Some of the persons who insist on “Christ arose” be-
lieve they are thus p_rotectln% the deity of Christ and the
supernatural dimensions of the Resurrection. God could
raise anyone, even a sinner, from the dead, they saY. So, if
Jesus was merely raised by a power ,outsld_e himself, then
the significance of the ReSurrection is diminished.
~To carry this argument too far is to encounter logical
difficulties {Wmch is typical of human mental gymnastics
by which we try to get our mind around compleXxities like
the nature ofthe Trinity). For example, when Jesus prayed,
“My God, my God, why hast thou torsaken me” we have a
logical case ‘of Jesus forsaking himself. “God forsaking
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CONDUCTED BY WESLEY TRACY, Editor

God—no man can understand that,” Martin Luther ex-
claimed while pondering this mystery. _

~Those who meticulously insist on the active construc-
tion “Christ arose” are trying to protect orthodoxy. But that
Is not to say that those who use the passive construction
“was raised” are spiritually or theologically suspect. The
Scriptures use both. iq

In re5ﬁond|ng fo questions submitted, the editor does not
speak tor the Board of General Superintendents or the General
As_sembl}/., The evaluations are those ofthe editor and do not con-
stitute official policy.
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wo prevalent bumper stick-
ers in my area of the
United States read, “I owe, |

trusted in God’s provision, and God’s
care was abundant.
Three years later, when | was 12, my

owe, so off to work 1 go,” and “Borfamily traveled through the South. Be-
to shop." A survey of 13-year-olds fore we left home, my brother and |

found that shopping is by far their fa-
vorite pastime. What sort of life-style
do glese stickers and statistics repre-

sent’

Every time | enter one of the gilded
doors of a San Francisco boutique, |
feel inner conflict. How can | walk
[Jast the homeless dpersons who crowd
he sidewalk outside to go impulse
shomeg because |just “love” that
sweater In the window? | like to shop,
but | rarely go anymore, because,
when | do, I"always face nag ngques-
tions in the ﬁ'to my stomach. Do |
_reaI_I%/ need these things? How can |
justify personal wantsin the face of
many people’s basic needs?

My money concerns often move be-
yond trivial decisions and into larger
economic matters. My husband and |
recently bought a house. Lasked my-
self over and” over, “Is this good stew-

ardship or simply evidence of our buy-

ing into the American Dream? I
worrying about how to pay the mort-
%age each month tryrmg to serve both

od and Money?” The Bible says not
to be in debt to anyone, yet I'll be in
debt to a savings and loan for the next
40 years. _

In order to wrestle with what my
faith has to do with my money, |
signed up fora “Ministry of Money

orkshop.” In preparation, | was
asked to write a money auto_bmgrzg)hy,
examining my early memories an
subsequent attitudes toward money.

Many memories emergied from the
mists of the past. When | was nine,
my parents bought their first house,
our church’s old two-stor Barsonage.
The purchase price, $15,000, over-
whelmed my imagination. We bor-
rowed everything, including the down
payment. My parents marveled at the
miracle of owning a home—they had
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had signed our names to $100 worth
of traveler’s checks. Each of us was to
pay for our meals. Any money left
over when the trip ended, we could
keep. Needless to say, we learned in-
stant frugiallty. In Georgia, my brother
and | taste-tested grits, hoping that
we'd like them, because they were the
cheapest breakfast item on the menu.
We didn't, so no matter how 800d the
eggs and bacon looked, we ordered
toast or a small bowl of cereal to min-
imize our spending. Simplicity in
spending meant more “fun money."

“Trust, unlike faith,
is a habit of the
heart.”

At 16, | landed a job selling clothes
after school at the local mall.” About
this same time, 1 opened my first
checking account and hegan to notice
that, whenever my mother wrote
checks, she wrote down the amounts
on a slip of paper, which she would
later give to my father, who handled
the joint checkbook. She certainly was
a careful spender, and she often didn't
know how much money was available
in the checking account. She often
Fushed aside her own needs in order
0 generously buy me some high
school “necessity.” Simultaneously, |
noticed my father’s dgen_erosny in"shar-
ing whatever we had with others. It
was a rare week when we didn’t have a
houseful of?uests.

In my early 20s, | took a low-
paying, high-reward job and juggled
rent, car payments, and %rocer bills
each month. | lived paycheck to pay-

REBECCA LAIRD

Money Matters

check and sometimes “floated checks,”
fervently praying that my incoming
check and my outcoming bills would
cross in the mail. | tithed regularly,
practiced giving things away, and truly
saw God at work in providing for my
needs. _

| married, and finances were one of
the many issues to be discussed; nei-
ther my husband nor | felt reconciled
to havm? ajoint checking account. We
decided fo split our expenses. We
sorted the hills and trusted that the
other would pay his or her share. The
mone trul>r_ was ours. We simply
shared a belief in joint responsibility of
the maklngi and managing of it

When I 'looked over my money au-
tobm?r_aphy, | realized that | inherited
the attitudes of simplicity and gener-
OSIKK and, as an adult, 1'have come to
highly value personal responsibility.
ichard Foster's book The Freedom
ofSimplicity has helped me mte?rate
these financial attitudes. My mother's
life of simplicity evidences a “radical
dependence.” a trust that there will be
enough. My father’s %enerous spirit
shows a “radical obedience” to share
whatever he has, even if it appears im-
possible or unreasonable. ,

What these two waYS_ of approaching
money share is a trust in Goa’s ulti-
mate goodness and desire to care for
our needs. Trust, unlike faith, is a
habit of the heart that is nurtured by
trusting a little, and then more and
more.

None of us was “born to shop.” We
are created for a much higher purpose.
God allows us to Fartlmpate in meet-
ing the needs of all people. We have
choices to make. Will we be channels
of God’s deep care, or will we be
spenders believing that God has given
us all we have for our own sakes? The
powerful words of Rev. E. V. Hill echo
In my mind. “God 8|ves It to you, to
get it thro_ugh ou. God rarely has only
you in mind.” What we do with
money matters. [V
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And the

Silence

S Deafening

ne of the great mysteries of
prayer is the issue of pray-
Ing'to a silent God. Aligned

Pensin% whatever | want as long as |
ollow the right formula! Not to learn
that lesson is to be forever disap-

ith this struggle are the momentgointed in prayer. Early on | picked

when our Elrayers do not seem to up the idea that Eray_ing was

match the results. How often, as a pas-
tor, 1 would come to the end of a Sun-
day service bewildered. At times, the
service and its impact would seem to
be far beyond what I had prayed and
worked toward. On other occasions, |
would anticipate a service built on
hours of_prarer and preparation, only
}o thave it fall flat and lifeless at my
eet.

There are times when | dpra?/, and
the silence of God seems deafening.
Why is He silent? Why doesn't He an-
swer? What torturous questions these
can be! _

At least we know the questions are
not new. The story of Job provides a
vivid picture of such anguish. In the
midst of his a?qny, he cries. "Even to-
day my complairit is bitter; his hand is
heavy In spite of my gnr_oanl_n . Ifonly
| knew where to find him; ifonly |
could go to his dvv_eIIm?! ... But'ifl

0 to the east, he is not there; if I go to
the west, 1do not find him. When he
is at work in the north, I'do not see
him: when he turns to the south. |
catch no glimpse of him" (Job 23:1-2,
89, NIV

Where is God when | need Him?
Why doesnt He answer? Ever been
R/Ilagued by those kinds of thou?hts?

ost of us have. Some concepts have
been helﬁlng me in recent days.
Maybe they will be of help to you also.

To begin with, 1 need to reorient my
thinking and praying to the fact that
what 1 am really ‘after is God, and not
things. So often we try to ?et God to
Fu_ll something off for us, to work
things out, when what we reaII%/ need
is Him! | must understand that God is
not a Cosmic Vending Machine, dis-

a th; asking.”
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and %/ou will find: knock and the door
will be opened to you" (Matthew 7.7,
NIV). The startling question is. Do |
love God for God or for what | can get
from Him?

The Gethsemane drama gets me at
this point. In that moving scene in
John 17, what does Jesus pray for?
Facmgz,persecutlon, humiliation, and
execution. He prays that He will be
aligned with the will of the Father.
“Not mK will, but thine be done.”
Now, what would we have prayed for?

| remember the days when our chil-
dren would come in boldness to ask
for something. Sometimes the request
was easily answered. At other times it
took caréful thought. As a father, my
desire was to answer in the affirmative,
if at all possible. But I shall never for-
get the day, following a rich time of to-
getherness, one of them said, “Dad, it's
Jlust good to be with you.” I need to
earn more of what it means to simply
Father.

“be with” mg Heavenly Father
loom, in Beginning to

Anthony

“Maybe we have
no right to
complain about
His absence when
we are absent far
more frequently
than He.”

E. DEE FREEBORN

Pray, suggests some ways of looking at
the silence of God. First is the idea
that Er_ay_er is relationship. This rela-
tionship-is characterized b){ mutuality.
If that is so, then God could just as
easily complain about me when |
complain about Him. When it comes
to the few occasions | resent or am be-
wildered by His silence. He could just
as easily recall the countless times |
have béen silent toward Him. 1look
for Him in the 15 to 30 minutes |
have allotted for such an_encounter,
and complain when He is not there.
He, then, could rightly call me to ac-
count for the other 237 hours when
He has wanted to be with me but |
have been too busy. As Bloom sug-
gests. maybe we have no right to com-
plain about His absence when we are
absent far more frequently than He i

Further, think about how we pray.
What about those moments when our
prayers are intense, on fire, deter-
mined? Does it not pertain to some
subject over which we are %[eatly con-
cerned, a loved one, something of deep
importance to us? And when we move
on in our praying and the fervor is not
as obvious, has God changed? No, it is
the fact that our intensity was centered
on the sub{ect of our praying, not on
Him. It is that I am still determined to
get something from Him. Could it be
that unanswered prayer is His invita-
tion to discover my adequacy in Him
and not what He can give me?

Lloyd Ogilvie, in Praying with
Power, said, “What seems t0 be un-
answered prayer is also a part of His
instigation and invitation to commu-
nion-and conversation with Him on a
deeper level. He wants us to know
Him more profoundly than ever...
Thank God for those times. By them,
we know we have been called Into a
much more intimate relationship than
we've ever known before!”

Herald of Holiness



Megt Jo Harvey

rom time to time | meet some-
one whose conversion to
Christ and whose life in Christ

have produced in them a holyjorh
e

reminiscent of that described” in
Book of Acts. One such loerson is Jo
Harvey, a member of Calvary Church
of the Nazarene in Memphis.

Jo is an attractive grandmother
whose youthful spirit belies her graying
hair. She has more enthusiasm for
Kingdom service than a dozen average
believers. In addition to her work in
the local church, she has a letter-
writing ministry to many prisoners
across the nation, some of whom have
found the Lord through her witness
and prayers.

| was introduced to Jo at the Gen-
eral Assembly in Anaheim back in
1985. Ron Jordan, under whose minis-
try she became a Christian, had
warned me that Jo’s nickname was
"The Hugger.” She was then a new
Christian, excited and hapdpy about
Christ and the church, and 1doubt if

anyone ever enjoyed a General Assem-

bly more. She was getting acquainted
with her spiritual family. As she later
told me, “I tried to hug 35,000 Naza-
renes.” _ o
Let me share with you an interview
with this woman, whose joy in Christ
IS S0 contagious.
McCumber: Jo, | know that, whether |
ask you to or not, you are going to tell
me aqam about finding the Lord Jesus
Christ as ?lour Savior, 50 go ahead.
Harvey: It's hard to realize that less
than five years_a?o | asked the Lord
Jesus to come into my heart. My, my,
what a wonderful thing ha ﬂened to
me that day. When | heard how much
Jesus loved me, and how He would
forgive me. mx heart began to melt,
and Lknew | had to surrender my
heart to Him, The IumP in my throat
was so large Lcould not swallow. 1
could feel' my heart breaking, but once
Lsaid yes to Jesus, the lump went
away and | felt so clean and so pure
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and s0000 saved!

My love for Him grows deeper ever)1
day. 1love Him so much for reaching
down in His redeeming grace to save
someone like me. _
McCumber: Easy. Jo, don't get carried
away. Lwant to ask you more ques-
tions. Tell me about the time the Lord
sanctified you wholly.

Harvey: Shortly after Lwas saved |
heard the word sanctification and
asked about its m_eanm?. At an all-
night prayer meeting, at four o’clock
in the morning, 1knelt and asked
Jesus to fill me with His Holy Spirit. |
felt His presence as a hand on mg B
shoulder assuring me, The Holy Spirit
came in such a beautiful wa*! hen. |
felt other hands on mf/ shoulder. It
was the pastor and a [ady in our
church who were praising and thank-
{/r\]/g God for cleansing and filling me.

e had a revival around the altar!
McCumber: Throttle down. Jo. We
aren't through yet. My, | dont meet
many Nazarenes who quick-charge like
Y_ou do. So. you had some wonderful
ife-changing moments when the Lord
forgave your sins and filled you with
the Spirit—but “life is so daily” as one
woman put it. How do you maintain
the glow from day to day?

Harvey: | read my Bible every day, and
| pray several times a day. I'm not very
good-at memorlzmg or quotlngi VErses
of Scripture, but | know what T know
what |' KNOW! Praise God! 1am so
hungry for the things of God that 1
cannot read His Word or talk with
Him enough. I stand in awe of His
wonderful grace, and m{ heart stays so
full that I have to tell others how
much I'love Him and what He has
done in my life. o
McCumber: Well, your devotional life
and your witnessing are certainly keep-
mg you aflame. I'm sure you find a lot
ofadded b,Iessm% and strength when
%/ou worship with your spiritual family,
00.

Harvey: Yes, indeed! I'm glad | met

W. E. McCUMBER

Jesus through the Church of the Naza-
rene, where we praise Him audibly in
our worship services. | would never
have fit into these churches that have
robot religion and sit around like
they’ve heen drinking embalming
fluid. I'm not saying that Jesus isnt in
these other churches, but | like the
freedom that’s expressed in our wor-
ship services. _
McCumber: Can you put into a few
words your feeling toward your local
church’ '
Harvey: Calvary Church took me in
and loved me and my family uncon-
ditionally. After | was saved, they took
me under their wings and prayed with
me. discipled me, and helped me with
my new walk with the Lord. They
bou%_ht me my first Bible, served me
my Tirst Communion, and knelt with
me at my first altar where 1 met Jesus
face-to-face. _

There have been many firsts for me.
and they all began at Calvary Church
of the Nazarene where | mef the Sav-
jor.

McCumber: Jo. thank you. You re-
mind me of what the church is all
about. Our mission, above everything
else, is to help people find Christ as
Savior and serve Him as Lord. Lwish
we had a million like Xlou. ,

Well, friends, that’s Jo Harvey. She is
a walking exclamation mark. Praise
comes as naturally to her as breathing.
There is nothing Tobotic about her re-
sponses to ?race, and she has never
had a Slﬁ of that embalming fluid of
which she spoke.. She finds such
friendship, meaning, and value in
Christ and the church that her heart
never cools. Ldont think it’s even on
"simmer” except—perhaps—when she
sleeps. o _

| know that God is not interested in
cloning an)( of us, not even Jo Harvey.
But. I'would covet for every Christian
the deep, inward elation that Jo Har-
vey experiences as she walks with
Christ. 1
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GRESHAM IS SNU
PRESIDENT

Loren Gresh-
am, 48, former
provost of South-
ern Nazarene
University, has
accepted the call

. to be president of
SNU. effective August 1 He was
elected on the ninth ballot by the
SNU Board of Trustees July 14,
On Julg L Gresham had left
SNU to become dean and vice
Bre_sment for academic affairs at
oint Loma Nazarene College.
A 1962 alumnus of Pasadena
College. Gresham has a master's
degree in international relations
from the Unlver5|t¥ of Southern
California and a Pn.D. in politi-
cal science from Oklahoma Uni-
versity. = aw

NEASE ACCEPTS
EDUCATION POST

Steﬁhen W.
Nease has accept-
ed the position as
commissioner of
education for the
Church of the
_ Nazarene, effec-
tive September 1 1989. Nease
was elected to the post by the
General Board of the Church of
the Nazarene.

The position was created br
the 22nd General Assembly. It
includes advisory and support
roles for all the baccalaureate and
graduate-level institutions spon-
sored and operated in the Church
of the Nazarene worldwide. Cur-
rently there are 3L such institu-
tions. .

Nease served as president of

tion
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Eastern Nazarene College from
January 1981. He began his ca-
reer in‘the pastorate, after which
he served as a professor and ad-
ministrator at ENC. In 1967 he
became the founding president
of Mount Vernon Nazarene Col-
lege. He subsequently served as
resident at Bethany Nazareng

ollege and Nazarerie Theologi-
cal Seminary, before returnlnglto
ENC in 1981, His father also
slegrggd as president at ENC' in the

s

An alumnus of ENC. Brown
University, and Boston Univer-
SIRII' Nease holds the D.D. from

~“I'look forward with great an-
ticipation to serving the hlgher
education community both in
the United States and interna-
tionally," Nease said. =\

NEW THRUST CITIES
ANNOUNCED

Calcutta, India; Houston; and
Nairobi. Kenya, will be the de-
nomination's Thrust cities for
1993, 1994, and 1995, re-
spectively. The new cities were
announced by the Board of Gen-
eral SuFermtendents at the 22nd
General Assembly.

The total number of new
works started through the Thrust
pro%ram is now 260. 64 of which
are Tully organized churches.

The Thrust to the Cities gro-
ram was launched at the 21st

eneral Assembly in 1985, It tar-
gets world-class cities with the
goal of planting new churches to
reestablish the denomination’s
presence in urban areas.  —V\

FULLER APPOINTED TO
CENTRAL FLORIDA

Gene Fuller. 58,
has been appoint-
ed superintendent
of the Central
Florida District,
according to Gen-
eral Superinten-

dent Raymond W. Hurn. The ap-
pointment was made with the
unanimous approval of the
Board of General SuP_erlnte_n-
dents and in consultation with
the Central Florida Advisory
Council. He replaces retiring Su-
perintendent J. V. Morsch.” The

appointment was effective Sep-
tember 1

Fuller comes to the post after
having served as superintendent
of the West Texas District since
being appointed by V. H. Lewis
inJune 1977. Prior'to this, he was
superintendent of the Virginia
District beginning in August
1968. He pastored churches in
Si)rlngﬁeld. 1L Birmingham.
Ala.; Pensacola, Fla,; and"Strea-
tor. 11l He began his service to
the church as"a commissioned
evangelist in 1952,

Ordained in 1954. Fuller re-
ceived the Th.B. from Olivet
Nazarene University and the
D.D. from Southern” Nazarene
University in 1984, —W

ROGERS SUCCEEDS
LAMBERT IN
CENTRAL OHIO

[ lerbert L Rogi-
ers. 58, was elect-
ed superintendent
of the Central
Ohio District July
12. according to
General Supérin-

tendent Jerald D. Johnson. Ro?-

ers was elected on the 13th ballot.

He ac_ceFted the call and became

superintendent effective at the

adjournment of the assembly.
ogers had served as pastor at

the Grove Cltg Ohio. Church on

the Central Ohio District since

November 1983. Prior to that, he

Eastored Cedar Rapids, lowa,

irst; St. Louis Webster Groves;

Kansas City Rainbow Boule-

vard; and East Rockaway and

Poughkeepsie. New York. =

Ordained in 1956, Rogers isa
raduate of Eastern Nazarene

ollege. (A.B.) and Nazarene

Theological Seminary M.DIV.?.

He and his wife,” Charlotte,
have four children: Rebecca,
Cynthia. Christine, and Carol.

Rogers succeeds J. Wilmer
Lambert who retired at this as-
sembly. Lambert was appointed
to the'post in 1981. Prior to this
he served as superintendent of
the Dakota and Upstate New
York districts.

Lambert is a graduate of
Southern Nazarene University.
He was awarded the D.D. by
%gg{ern Nazarene College in

aw
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STEWARDSHIP MONgTﬁg

How Much Is Enough?

tewardship—a distasteful En-

glish word signifying respon-

Slbth' discipline, “ought
to"—all
in our present world.

“Eat, drink, and be merry for to-
morrow we can live on our chil-
dren’s social security payments,” is
more palatable today.

Should we then give “stew-
ardship” a different name? Custo-
dianship? Overseer? Vice President
of Personal Affairs? Subdirector-

sh|B? _

oesn’t make much difference,
does it? They all say the same
thm(?: taking care of someone else’s
gooas. .

Actually, stewardship is thought
by many to be a three-syllable syn-
onym for tithing. Pastors reluc-"
tantly hint about ?IVIH? God "His.”
which we mtergre as 10 percent of
"ours.” The IRS is far less shy in
requesting its share, but of course,
God doesn't offer deductions,

_ Churches beg for special offer-
ings; charitable organizations plead
for contributions; and flamboyant
TV preachers call for megabucks to
stave off the wrath of God who has
promised thunderbolts if we don't
respond quickly. _

Missionaries earnestly remind us
of the unreached millions increas-
ing daily and plead for personnel,
pennies, and prayer.

If stewardship is giving moneﬁy,
does each cause get 10 percent? Or
do we Sf)lmter the tithe between
them all?

How much is enough?
From Abraham, Malachi, and
the Pharisees, we have learned that

of which are odit of favor the tithe has been around a long

time— maybe shortly after cre-
ation. _

Nazarenes are convinced that
God expects Christians to support
His work with 10 percent of what-
ever income He has equipped us to
earn. Faithfully paid into the
“storehouse,” usually interpreted as
the local church, the tithes should
support pastor, staff, and the
church budgets without having to
resort to bean suppers, bake sales,
or beano. _
~ But then, along comes the build-
ing fund, mission speakers, sum-
mer church camps, local welfare,
visiting artists of varying talent
and the United Way. seeking offer-
ings.

gHow much is enough?

And what about the “unmoney
needs?

Sunday School classes need
teachers,"the pastor needs man-
power to call on visitors and pros-
pects: the choir director needs sing-
ers who will practice; the nursery
needs responsible adults to rock
and feed and change babies; and
the office needs volunteers for rou-
tine work, to free staff for the ur-
gent tasks.

Little fmgiers leave smudges on
walls, little Teague baseballs go
astray breaking windows, carpets
are trampled by v_vorsh|pful feet,
and volunteer painters, carpenters.

and cleaners are needed regularly
and often.

Does God expect me to be re-
sponsible for these needs, too?

~What about my family? My so-
cial life—1 have to be hospitable
with my neighbors. What about re-
laxation time—everyone needs that
today. If I give that many hours to
}_he?church, when do | get time to
Ve’

How much is enou%h_?

Besides, we were talking about
“stewardship” weren’t we=being a
caretaker for someone else’s goods?
If God gets His 10 percent, doesn’t
that leave me free to use my time,
my ability, and the 90 percent of
my income as 1please?

Or are you suggestln_g that when
Lgave m_ly_hfe to God in total sur-
render, it included more than my
will, my heart and soul, and all
those parts that we worship with—
are you saying it included ME? Me
altogether-and all the time? So that
"stewardship" or "caretakership” or
whatever you choose to call it en-
co_m_P_asses all of me—my time, mY
abilities, and my possessions? Tha
all of me and mine belong to God,
and as a ?uardwn of His pos-
sessions, 1.am responsible to get
His direction on what to do with
any of it—me—them? If this is
true, the question is not “How
much is enough?” but “Where does
God want me to use what He has
placed in my custody?"

Is that “stewardship™?

— Dy Helen Temple
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