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—The— 
Preacher’s Magazine

J. B. Chapman, D. D.
Editor

V o l u m e  8 A u g u s t ,  1933 N u m b e r  8

THE PREACHER’S ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS TASK
T h e  E d it o r

THE preacher was eccentric, although quite gifted. In the course of 
his sermon he described his own call to the ministry. He told how he 
rebelled against the divine intimation until his health was broken, his 

spirit depressed and his mind caused to reel. In the extremity, he yielded 
and took up the holy calling. Then he asked of his audience, “ Did you ever 
have an experience like that? If you never did, then you have never been 
called to preach.” An earnest young man came to me the following day and 
asked if I agreed with the preacher's deduction. I answered quickly that I 
did not. I told him that I thought one in a rebellious attitude much more 
likely to miss the divine leadings than one who stood ready, saying, “Here 
am I, send me.”

The young man went on to say, “My father was a preacher, my mother 
was a preacher, and I have always prayed and hoped to be a preacher. I 
have actually desired it. I have hesitated because I was not certain of the 
will of God in the matter, but I have not drawn back. Any time that God 
makes it clear to me I shall be glad to preach.” I assured the young man 
that his attitude was commendable, and that it would in no wise hinder him 
in finding out God’s plan. I do not know all that occurred during the years 
tha t immediately followed, but, anyway, that young man, not so young any 
more, is and has been for many years a successful pastor in the Church of 
the Nazarene.

The work of the ministry is’not to be taken lightly or assumed without 
clear divine leading. But there is no reason why a man should put up his 
wisdom against God and argue that there is a mistake in his being called. 
And there is less reason for a man to put up his preference against the divine 
plan and hesitate to do any work that God wants him to do. For an untried 
sea the good mariner has neither great love nor great fear.

Spurgeon has been quoted as saying he never entered the pulpit but 
that his knees smote together for fear. And well it is that any man should 
feel and acknowledge the heavy responsibility of “standing between the living
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and the dead.” But I think there are evidences also that Spurgeon loved the work of 
the ministry and that he took it up with joy while he was yet a youth and pursued it 
with unflagging enthusiasm until the end of his life. No one can read the annals of 
the great preacher without discovering that his perennial freshness sprang somewhat 
from his ever present joy in being able to preach a gospel that saves men from sin.

I t is possible for a doctor or a surgeon to take up his calling with joy. Casual 
observers may suppose that he loves to think of giving bitter medicine and cutting 
on people with a knife. But no, the doctor thinks of the suffering he will relieve and 
of the health and joy he will bring to others. His interest is not in his medicine and 
his knife. His interest is in the people whom he is set to help in their times of pain 
and trouble. Likewise the preacher would not encourage sin that he might preach a 
Savior. But the curse of sin is everywhere apparent, and his joy is in presenting the 
cure.

I think it was Jowett who said the Sabbath was the best day of the week with 
him. He loved to awaken early, and with his first conscious moments he was in the 
habit of thinking, “Well, this is the Sabbath! Soon the bells will be ringing, calling 
the people to the house of God. I am soon to have the great privilege of preaching the 
Word of Life to the people. Some who are lost will hear the Word at my mouth and 
be saved. Discouraged people will find comfort, and I shall be able to help the people 
in their desire and effort to draw nigh unto God.”

I have been thinking of this matter of the preacher’s attitude toward his work, 
and have been studying preachers with this thought in mind. My conclusion is that 
the vast majority of those who are making a success of the work are those who love 
it and find joy in it.

A few blocks from where I write these words today there is a man who was once 
a strong preacher and a promising leader. Today he is dying almost forgotten. He 
has been a good, clean man all these years. When he was young he answered the call 
to preach, but reluctantly. When the family increased he “dropped out for a while” 
to go into business. He tried to bargain with God. He proposed that if the Lord 
would prosper him and let him gain certain stakes he would then give all his time to 
the ministry. There came a day when he was appraised as possessing forty thousand 
dollars worth of property. But he kept on. His children drifted into the world, his 
fortune slipped from his fingers, and today he is practically dependent upon public 
charity—the victim, I think, of a reluctant obedience. He might be dying, even if 
he had given himself wholly to the ministry. But how different would be his situa­
tion! He might be just as poor in that case as in this. But if only his poverty were 
the reward of a good purpose perseveringly followed, rather than the outcome of a 
checkered and desultory devotion to the holy calling!

But I am about to drift from my course. For I am not thinking in terms of 
warning. Rather I am thinking of that attitude of holy joy that makes it possible 
for one like J. I. Vance to say in his “latter years” that he has had “lots of fun fight­
ing the devil.” For I think that what he really means is that those passing inconven­
iences and trifling tests of which some make so much have but the weight of chaff 
now as he thinks of them over against the abiding comfort that comes to one who 
comes to the twilight hours with the consciousness of a day’s work faithfully done.

I do not ask you if you are doing your work as a preacher faithfully. T hat would

P u b l is h e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N a z a re n e  P u b l is h in g  H o u se , 2923 T r o o s t  A v e ., K a n s a s  C ity , M o., 
m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  C h u rc h  o f th e  N a z a re n e . S u b s c r ip t i o n  p r ic e  $1 .0 0  a 
y e a r . E n te r e d  a s  s e c o n d  c la s s  m a t t e r  a t  th e  P o s to f f ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity , M o. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a i l ­
ing  a t  s p e c ia l  r a t e  o f p o s ta g e  p r o v id e d  fo r  in  S e c t io n  1103, A c t  o f O c to b e r  3, i 9 1 7, a u th o r iz e d  
D e c e m b e r  30 , 1925.
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get too close to the line of salvation and damnation. I ask if you find joy in it. I 
ask if you drag heavy feet when you make your pastoral calls. I ask if sermon prepa­
ration is irksome to you. I ask if you are driven continually by a sense of duty, run­
ning heavily like a machine short of oil. Or do you find that the joy of the Lord is 
your strength? And I am not speaking of a duty here or there that you may espe­
cially like or dislike. I am speaking of the whole work of the minister. Can you truly 
say that you would rather be a mediocre preacher than a star anything else? Does 
the privilege of being engaged in a work backed by such tremendous motives and re­
warded by such enduring wages fill you with thanksgiving and praise to God? If it 
does, let no man take this joy from you. You are better for it in terms of the service 
you can render, and at the end of the way, your case will be fully vindicated by the 
great M aster Preacher of whom it was testified, “Thou hast anointed him with the 
oil of gladness above his fellows.”

EDITORIAL NOTES
The old-time circuit rider was always prepared to supply his people with proper 

reading matter. And the preacher of today will do well to give much attention to the 
distribution of good literature. The fact that there is so much reading matter of a 
secular or doubtful nature is but another argument in favor of diligence in securing 
subscriptions for the church paper and for distributing books and tracts supplement­
ing the spoken message of the church and preacher.

Dr. Glover says Celsus compared Jesus with those impostors who for a copper 
coin or two would “drive devils out of men, and blow away diseases, and call up the 
souls of heroes, and display sumptuous banquets, and tables and sweetmeats and 
dainties that are not here.” To Celsus, I presume, Jesus was only another such char­
latan. But the tru th  is that Jesus is the miracle worker of which the others are imi­
tators. He actually does what the others only pretend to do.

The task of educating the people on tithing and keeping them stirred up to do 
what they know they should do along this line is a task that is never finished. At 
least it is not finished for long at a time. The Layman Company of Chicago has 
proved itself an unselfish institution in the matter of furnishing material to help the 
pastor with this work. I therefore take the liberty of inserting their Special Offer of 
T ithing Literature, as follows:

“The unusual partnership proposition described in pamphlet No. 38—‘Winning 
Financial Freedom,’ is proving so popular and effective that we are again offering to 
furnish any minister, without charge, postage paid, a sufficient quantity of the 
pamphlet to supply one copy to each member of his official church boards.

“ If you so request in your order, we will add an ‘Offer No. 3’ package which 
contains samples of the 40 pamphlets we publish—about 520 pages— for 60 cents.

“When you write please mention T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e ;  also give your de­
nomination. The Layman Company, 730 Rush Street, Chicago, 111.”

L. L. Rassi of Goshen, Ind., sends a card to the editor saying, “Appreciation for 
your faithful service in arranging the material for T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e .  The 
past several months it has been a gold mine— the material very suggestive and usable. 
Have especially appreciated the good outlines and the plan adopted of arranging the 
outlines for the month. This has increased the value very much.”

(3)
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T H E  S A N C T IF Y IN G  L A M B  O F  G O D

A. M . H il l s , D. D.

Behold , the L am b  o f G od, w hich  ta ke th  .away 
the sin o f the w orld  (Jo h n  1 :29).

PE R H A PS no m ore w onderfu l w ords ever 
came to  the  ears of m an. T hey have a 
w orld -w ide an d  infin ite significance. T hey 

sum  up all previous revelation  of sa lvation  to the 
w orld , and  include all fu tu re  gospel of grace. 
Jo h n  B aptis t m ust have been inspired  to  have 
expressed so m uch tru th  an d  so im p o rtan t in so 
few w ords. H ere is

1. T he D iv in ity  of Jesus.
2. H is character— “the  L am b ” of G od, “holy, 

harm less, undefiled, separa te  from  sinners and 
higher th an  th e  heavens.”

3. H is mission— to  bring  sa lvation  to a ruined 
w orld . Flesh and  b lood could no t have revealed 
such far-reach ing  tru th s  to  Jo h n . T hey m ust 
have come direct from  God.

I .  J e s u s  i s  h e r e  h e l d  t i p  t o  u s  a s a n  a t o n ­

i n g  C h r i s t , the vicarious sacrifice for the w o rld ’s 
sin. H e is called the L a m b  o f God. I t  does no t 
m ean m erely th a t  H e w as m eek an d  gentle and 
innocent and  pure. H e w as all th a t  in H is b eau ­
tifu l hum an  life. H is charac te r w as above re ­
proach, an d  no type  w as too gentle and  pure to 
set it fo rth  in our though ts. B u t som ething far 
m ore im p o rtan t is tau g h t here th an  the  beautifu l, 
n a tu ra l disposition of a m ere m an. Lovely as He 
w as as an exam ple w hich has endeared  H im  fo r­
ever to  the  heart of the  race, ye t m an needed m ore 
th a n  an exam ple of sw eet n a tu re  and  innocence. 
“ W e m ust no t con ten t ourselves w ith  the  sen ti­
m entalism s w hich some superficial teachers have 
supposed, to  exhaust th e  significance of the  ex­
pression.” W e m ust follow up the  stream  of reve­
lation  to  its  source to  know  w h a t th is m etaphor 
means.

1. I t  is m anifest fro m  Scrip ture th a t G od h im ­
self taught sin fu l m an how  to approach H im  ac­
ceptably in w o rsh ip : it was by  w ay o f sacrifice. 
“W ithou t shedding of b lood there is no rem is­
sion.” “T he blood is the  life.” A nd as the life of 
m an had  been fo rfeited  by his sin, so, if the  sin ­

(4)

ner is sp a red  from  the penalty  of d ea th  w hich 
hung^over him , there m ust be a v icarious sacri­
fice. An a ton em en t m ust be m ade in th e  shed 
blood or poured -o u t life of the  substitu te . This 
su b s titu ted  sin -bearer W'ho took  o u r place and  
suffered in o u r stead  w as Jesus C hrist, the  holy 
Son of God.

C ain and  Abel cam e before th e  L ord : “ Cain 
b ro u g h t of the  fru its of the  g ro u n d ,” “Abel 
b rough t of the  firstlings of his flock .” “ By faith  
Abel offered un to  G od a m ore excellent sacrifice 
th an  Cain, by  w hich he ob ta ined  w itness th a t  he 
w as righteous, G od testify ing  of his g ifts .” B u t 
“ faith  com eth by hearing, an d  hearing  by the  
w 'ord of G od .” A bel’s faith , therefo re , m ust have 
rested  on some revelation  of th e  d ivine w ill. So 
all the  innocent lam bs an d  beasts ever sacrificed 
w ere only types and  shadow s of th e  real sacrifice, 
Jesus C hrist. T hey  w ere all p rophetic  of H im . 
W ith  m anifest p ro p rie ty , therefore, the  inspired  
p rophet could po in t fo rw ard  to  H im  and  say, 
“ He w'as led as a lam b to the  slaughter, an d  as a 
sheep before her shearers is dum b, so he opened 
no t his m ou th . H e w as w ounded  fo r our tr a n s ­
gressions, he was bruised  fo r our in iq u itie s ; the 
chastisem ent of our peace w as upon h im ; an d  
w ith  his stripes we are healed. . . . Je h o v ah  h a th  
laid on h im  the  in iqu ity  of us a ll.”

N ow , m en m ade sacrifice of th e ir  ow n lam bs 
to express th e ir  sense of th e ir  ow n need. Som e­
how  th ey  m ust confess th e ir  ow n unw orth iness, 
their sense of guilt and  th e ir  desire of pardon .

2. G od m ade a sacrifice o f H is L am b , and  thus  
expressed H is need. I t  m ust be done in harm o n y  
w ith  divine law  and  the  necessities of m oral 
governm ent, an d  the dem ands of public justice, 
and  in a w ay com patib le  w ith  holiness. O bjectors 
to  the a tonem en t tell us th a t  G od is an  om nipo ­
ten t Sovereign and  can do as H e pleases, an d  fo r­
give unconditionally . W e answ er th a t  as a m oral 
Sovereign H e can forgive only in some w ay th a t  
will p ro tec t all the  m oral in terests of H is realm . 
O thers tell us th a t G od is a F a th er, and  p aren ts 
forgive w ith o u t a ton em en t. A gain we answ er 
th a t  G od is a m oral R uler, as well as a gracious
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F ath er. “ H ere is the  v ita l y e t u tte r ly  neglected 
d istinction  betw een the  ea rth ly  an d  the  heavenly  
F a th e r , an d  w h a t G od m igh t do sim ply as a F a ­
th e r  H e m ay  n o t do as a  m oral R uler. T he S crip­
tu res decide, an d  reason accords therew ith , th a t  it 
is only th ro u g h  the  atonem ent in C hrist th a t G od 
can p roperly  forgive sin .” F o r

1. G od m ust honor H is law  w hich the  sinner 
had dishonored by his sham efu l transgressions. 
I f  H e forgives sin, H e m ust do it only at such 
expense to  H im self th a t  the  w hole universe will 
see th a t  H is law  is still sacred in H is sight.

2. H e m ust pro tec t H is governm ent. T he gov­
ern m en t of G od is th e  m ost sacred in terest of the 
m oral universe. T he w elfare of all holy  beings 
depends upon its e ternal security . Sin is rebellion, 
a n d  as such tends to  destroy  the  governm ent. If 
p u n ishm en t of sin is rem itted , som ething else m ust 
tak e  its place th a t  will answ er the  ends of govern­
m ent as well. T h a t som ething else is the  a to n e ­
m en t o f C hrist. T he redem ptive sufferings of 
C hrist w ere no t the  pun ishm ent of sin, b u t were 
such a  substitu te  for th e  recto ra l office of penalty  
as renders forgiveness, on condition  of repentance 
of sin a n d  faith  in the  a ton ing  Savior, consistent 
w ith  th e  requ irem ents of m oral governm ent. T he 
v icarious sufferings of Jesus honored  and  p ro te c t­
ed th e  law  and governm ent of G od as well as the 
inflic tion  of the penalty  upon  sinners w ould  have 
done it.

3. I f  G od docs fo rg ive  sin, H e can do it only  
in  such a w ay as w ill pro tect H is ow n  honor be­
fore an onlooking universe. T he  prim e necessity 
of an a to n em en t was, therefo re , in G od himself. 
H e w as com pelled to  p ro tec t H is ow n character—

a. B y show ing H is h a tre d  o f sin. N ow here else 
was there  ever m ade such an exhibition  of divine 
w ra th  against sin as on C alvary . In  the  aw ful 
agony  of our S in-bearer is seen th e  sham eful guilt 
of our sins.

b. T here , too, G od show ed H is sense of justice. 
H e m u st no t, cannot set aside the  claim s of ju s­
tice against the sinner, w ith o u t suffering H im self 
in th e  sinner’s stead. I t  is only a f te r -H e  had 
given H is on ly-begotten  Son to  die for us th a t  He 
can H im self be “ ju st, an d  th e  justifie r of him  
th a t  h a th  faith  in Je su s” (R om . 3 :2 6 ). By the 
self-im posed sufferings an d  sorrow s of G ethsem ane 
an d  C alvary  G od has let the  universe forever 
know  th a t  “ justice and  jud g m en t are the  h a b ita ­
tion  of his th ro n e .”

c. If  God displays H is forgiving love fo r sinful 
beings H e m ust show  regard  for all holy  beings

(S)

an d  fo r H is ow n holiness. I t  could only be done 

by w ay of the cross. “ G od set fo rth  C hrist Jesus 
to  be a  p ro p itia tio n , th rough  fa ith  in  his blood, 
to  show his righteousness because of the passing 

over of sins” (R om . 3 :2 5 ). W h at, then , is the 
a tonem en t by “ the L am b of G od” ? T he a to n e ­
m ent is th a t  governm ental expedient by which 
C hrist suffered vicariously for us to preserve the 

in teg rity  of G od as a m oral R uler, to  p ro tec t the 
in terests of H is governm ent, to  display H is h a tred  
of sin an d  H is regard  for H is law  an d  justice, 
while a t the  sam e tim e H e can show  H is love for 
the  sinner and  be ju st in offering p ardon  to  all 
w ho repen t and  believe. “ I t  is a p rovisory  sub ­
s titu te  for penalty  in the in terests of m oral gov­
ern m en t.”

II . L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  t h e  p h r a s e  “ t h e  s i n  o r
THE WORLD”

I t  show s the  fall o f m an. G od never created  
the  w orld  a fallen race w ith  an eager appetite  for 
sin. T o  believe it is a reflection on H is infinite 
holiness. “ T he sin of the  w orld” is the  sin w hich 
all the  w orld  has. All m en do n o t steal, o r lie, or 
com m it adu lte ry , or kill, o r com m it any o ther sin. 
B ut all are born  w ith  “ the  sin” in  them . The 
lexicon defines it  as “a  principle or cause of sin ,” 
“ proneness to  sin,” “sinful p ropensity .” T h is  is 
w h a t the  G reek noun  m eans in the  singular n u m ­
ber w ith  the artic le  before it— “ the  sin.” I t  occurs 
tw en ty -n in e  tim es betw een R om ans 5:12 and  
8:10. Lange says, “ ‘T he sin ’ denotes sin as a 
pow er o r  princip le w hich reveals itself in heredi­
ta ry  co rru p tio n .” D r. W hedon says, “ By ‘the  
sin’ m any  understan d  the  sta te  of sin (som etim es 
called co rrup tion ) in to  w hich m an  has fallen as 
a na tu re . A nd no d o u b t there is a  sta te  of evil 
as well as evil action  w hich in S crip ture is called 
sin ( ‘the  sin’) . Sin is n o t in action  a lone; there 
m ay  be a perm anently  w rong an d  w icked sta te  of 
m ind .” D ean A lford  says, “T he k ind  of sin spoken 
of in th is w hole passage is bo th  original an d  ac­
tu a l.” G odet says, “ T he apostle is speaking of 
the  principle of revolt w hereby the  hum an  will 
rises against the  divine in all its different form s 
an d  m anifesta tions.” H e again calls it  “ the  cor­
ru p t inw ard  d isposition .” A ugustine an d  Calvin 
m ake it m ean, “ Original sin, o r n a tu ra l d ep rav ity .” 
K oppe, O lshausen, W ebster and W ilkinson say 
it m eans, “Sinfulness; sinfulness personified; a  sin­
ful disposition .” W ith  such am ple endorsem ent in 
the  w orld  of scholarship we are sure of our 
ground , and  we shall see exactly w h at Jesus “ the
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L am b of G od” undertakes to  do for us, an d  w hat 
sanctify ing  grace can effect in th is  life.

N ow , o u r sins w hich w e v o lu n ta rily  com m it are 
innum erable  in  varie ty  and  num ber. W hence 
came th ey ?  T hey  are all a viperous b rood  hatched  
by th is fertile m other, called in the  tex t “ the  sin 
o f the w o rld .” I t  is th is th a t  p rom pts to  and  
instigates all the  sins the  h um an  w orld  has ever 
com m itted . “ The sin” urges rebellion against G od, 
excites to  falsehood an d  deeds of crim e. I t  ex­
presses itself in ou tbreaks of tem per, greed, a v a r ­
ice, selfishness, covetousness, uncleanness, irrev er­
ence, b lasphem y, an d  every m oral evil. I t  came 
by  “the  fall.” I t  is the  w ork  of S atan  in the 
heart. O nly one m ightier th an  S atan  can deliver 
us from  its  con tam inations. If  Jesus canno t do 
it, then  we are forced to  the  aw fu l conclusion 
th a t S atan  w as able to  plunge the  w hole race of 
m an in to  an abyss of m oral ru in  from  w hich the 
om nipo ten t C hrist is unable to  deliver us. The 
assertion o f such a th ing  w ould  be ak in  to  b las­
phem y. N o ! S atan  indeed  w as m igh ty  to  spread  
the curse over the  w orld, an d  induce o u r race to 
sin, generation  a fte r  generation . B ut, th an k  God, 
our C hrist is m ore th an  m ig h ty ; H e is A lm ighty. 
“ H e is able to  save to the u tte rm o s t,” an d  re­
m ove every ta in t of sin from  the  heart.

I I I .  N o t ic e  w h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  w i t h  “ t h e  
s i n ”

I t  m ay be m ourned  over, an d  groaned over, 
and  hated , and  fought, an d  striven  against, bu t,

1. I t  cannot be repented  of. N o  m an  can 
ra tionally  repent of th a t for w hich he is con­
scious th a t  he is n o t to  blam e, an d  of th a t  for 
w hich he know s he is n o t responsible, and  of 
th a t  w hich he in tu itive ly  know s he could n o t help. 
R epentance for such a condition  w ould  m ock com ­
m on sense.

2. I t  cannot be pardoned as actual sins are. 
D avid  p rayed  concerning his ac tual sins, “ B lot 
o u t m y tran sg ress io n s: hide th y  face from  m y 
sins.” B ut of “ the sin” he prayed : . . . “ B ehold I 
w as b rough t fo rth  in in iq u ity .” ( I  w as n o t born  
r ig h t) . “ Behold, th o u  desirest t ru th  in the  inw ard  
p a r ts .” “ C reate in me a  clean heart, O G od, and  
renew  a  steadfast sp irit w ith in  m e.” H e felt his 
need of p ardon  fo r his ac tual sins, b u t, fo r th a t  
d isorder th a t  w as born  in him , he w an ted  cleans­
ing. P ard o n  presupposes blam e an d  ill-d e se r t; 
b u t he knew  he w as no t to  blam e for being born  
w ith  an evil heart, predisposed to  sin.

3. I t  cannot be subdued  and controlled. . “ Be­
cause the m ind of the flesh is enm ity  against G od;

fo r it is no t sub ject to the  law  of G od, neither 
indeed can it  be.” M en tr ie d  to  b ind  an d  tam e 
the  m an possessed w ith  an unclean sp irit. “ H e 
w as o ften  b o und  w ith  fe tte rs  an d  chains, an d  the 
chains h ad  been ren t asunder by h im , an d  the  
fe tters b roken in pieces; and  no m an  h a d  streng th  
to  tam e h im ” (M ark  5 :4 ) . A g reat n u m b er of 
people are  industriously  engaged in th e  b inding 
an d  tam ing  business, b u t the  m ethod  w ill no t 
w ork . T he pent up devil w ith in  laughs a t  the 
chains o f good resolutions and heroic efforts to  be 
good, an d  m ocks a t  all restrain ts. T he th ing  
u tte r ly  refuses to  be educated  in to  good behavior.

In  A ugust, 1913, a  lio n -tam er n am ed  Leconte, 
en tered  the  cage of a lioness in a show  in  Paris, 
w hen the  anim al suddenly sp rang  upo n  him  and 
m auled  him  ab o u t the body an d  face w ith  terrib le 
blow s from  its claws. T he lion n a tu re , by all the 
tra in ing , h ad  n o t been educated  o u t of th e  lioness, 
a n d  she h ad  to  be shot. So we can be freed from  
th is sa tan ic  th ing  in us only by  its  d eath .

T he elder D r. T yng, of N ew  Y ork , w as the  
sp iritual leader of the E piscopalians of the city . 
H e w as one tim e addressing his large S ab b a th  
school, telling them  of th a t  strange som ething in 
th em  th a t  resem bled in disposition  th e  w ild beasts. 
Som etim es it  w as cunning like a  fox, som etim es 
it  w as sub tle  like a snake. Again, it w ould  ex­
h ib it th e  fierceness of h ungry  w olves, o r be as 
b lo o d -th irsty  as a  pan ther, o r  as selfish an d  g lu t­
tonous as a  hog, or as ferocious as a  tiger. T here 
w as a nervous, fussing boy in th e  audience w ho 
greatly  an noyed  th e  doctor, w ho rebuked  him  
several tim es, and  a t  last to ld  h im  very  sharp ly  to 
“sit still.” In s tan tly  a little  girl rose up, leveled 
her index finger a t the g rea t m an an d  said “ T ig ­
er !” N o greatness, no usefulness, no cultu re , or 
title , o r ecclesiastical prom inence furnishes the  
slightest assurance th a t  th is  in te rn a l beast w ill 
behave itself. Only Jesus can tak e  it in hand  
a n d  give perm an en t deliverance.

IV . J e s u s , b y  H i s  A t o n e m e n t , p r o v id e d  t o r  

t a k in g  a w a y  “ t h e  s i n ”

“ Behold, the  L am b of G od w hich ta k e th  aw ay 
the  sin of the  w o rld .” T he G reek verb  tran sla ted  
“ta k e th  a w a y ” m eans “b ea r,” “ ca rry ,” “ take  
aw ay ,” “ rem ove,” “d es tro y ,” “ k ill.” T he defin i­
tions cannot be too strong  to  m eet the  longing of 
our poor hearts. In  R om ans 6 :6 , wre are to ld  th a t  
the  evil th ing  in us can be “ crucified ,” “p u t aw ay ,” 
“ abo lished ,” “d estroyed ,” “an n ih ila ted .” In  E ph. 
4:22, w e are to ld  th a t  it  can be “ p u t off.” In  2 
T im . 2:21, we are ta u g h t th a t  it  can be “ purged
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o u t,” “e lim inated .” In  Col. 2 :5 , w e are assured 

th a t  it can be “ killed a t once.” T h is is blessed 
new s. T he gospel has no sw eeter message to  give. 
W e need a deliverance th a t  is com plete, such as be­
fits an u tte rm o st Savior to give.

Perhaps no one has s ta te d  th is tru th  m ore elo­
quen tly  th an  Dr. M aclaren , of M anchester. He 
says, “ T he th ing  th a t the  w orld  w an ts  is to have 

sin dealt w ith— dealt w ith  in the  w ay of conscious 
forgiveness; dealt w ith  in the  w ay  of d rying up 
its source, and  delivering m en from  the  pow er of 
it. Unless you do th a t, I do n o t say you do 
no th ing , bu t you p our a bo ttle  full of cold w ate r 
in to  Vesuvius, an d  try  to  p u t the fire out w ith  
th a t. Y ou m ay educate, you m ay  cultivate , you 
m ay  refine, you m ay set political and  econom ical 
arrangem ents righ t, in accordance w ith  the  new est 
no tions of the  cen tu ry , and  w h a t th en ?  W hy, the 
old th ing  will just begin over again, an d  the old 
m iseries w ill appear again, because th e  old g ran d ­
m o th er of them  all is there, ‘the sin ’ th a t has led 
to  them . N ow  do n o t m isunderstand  me, as if I 
w ere w arring  against good and  noble m en, w ho 
are  try in g  to  rem edy the  w o rld ’s evils by  less 
thorough  m ethods th an  C hrist's  gospel. T hey  will 
do a g rea t deal. B ut you  m ay  have high educa­
tion , beau tifu l refinem ent of culture  and  m anners; 
you m ay divide ou t po litical pow er in accordance 
w ith  th e  m ost dem ocratic no tions; you m ay give 
everybody  a ‘living w age,’ how ever ex travagan t 
his no tion  of a living w age m ay be. Y ou m ay 
carry  out all these panaceas, an d  the w orld  
w ill g roan  still, because you have n o t dealt w ith  
the ta p -ro o t of all the  m ischief. Y ou cannot cure 
an in te rn a l cancer w ith  a p laster upon th e  little 
finger, and  you will never stanch  the w o rld ’s 
w ounds until you go to  the  physician th a t has 
balm  an d  bandage, even Jesus C hrist th a t takes 
aw ay  the sin’ of the w orld . 1 p ro foundly  d istrust 
all these remedies for the  w o rld ’s m isery as in 
them selves inadequate , even w hilst I w ould help 
them  all, and regard  them  all as then  blessed 
a n d  pow erful, w hen they  arc consequences and  
secondary  results of the  gospel, the  firs t task  of 
w hich  is to  deal by forgiveness and  by cleansing 
w ith  indiv idual transgression” (and  the s in ). (E x ­
position  of Jo h n , vol. 1, p. 47).

V. T in s  DELIVERANCE M A Y  BE, YEA, M U S T  BE, 

OBTAINED BY FA IT H

T he H oly S crip tures are perfectly  explicit on 
th is  po in t. In  A cts 15:8, 9, we are to ld  th a t  G od 
gives the  H oly S p irit “ cleansing th e ir  hearts  by

(7)

fa ith .” In  Acts 26:18, Jesus tells us th a t 'm en 

“m ay receive rem ission of sins and  an  inheritance 
am ong them  th a t are sanctified  by faith  in m e.” 
In Gal. 3:14, we arc to ld  th a t wre receive the 
prom ise of the Sp irit th rough  faith . W e have the 

“ fulness of the Spirit by fa ith .” Rev. G. G rubb 
said, “A nother of P a u l’s w ays in C hrist w as the 
fulness of the Sp irit, the thorough , definite recep­
tion  of the pow er of the H oly  Sp irit to sanctify , 
to purify  the heart, to  d rive out the  dem ons th a t 
dw ell there , the lusts th a t m astered , the  false de­
sires th a t  conquered  him , the H oly Sfjirit th a t 
b rough t in the holiness, the p u rity , the  gentleness, 
the  hum ility  and the  longsuffering of Jesus, and  
m ade his heart in to  the  kingdom  of heaven, w hich 
is righteousness an d  peace and  joy  in the  H oly 
G host. T he L ord  did it suddenly for him , and  
He can do so now.

L et it be clearly understood  th a t th is blessing 
is no t obtained  by g ro w th ; you cannot grow  in to  
it. I t  is obtained  by faith  like pardon , and  
w hatever is obtained  by faith  is ob tained  a t once. 
W ould  we be satisfied to  have G od forgive us our 
sins g radually , one to d ay  an d  ano ther tom orrow , 
and  a th ird  the  next d ay ?  A t th a t  ra te  the  list 
w ould  n o t be com pleted in ten  thousand  years. 
N o, we w ant to  be p ardoned  all a t once, im m edi­
ately  ; an d  th a t  is G od’s m ethod . A nd H e cleanses 
the  h ea rt in the same w ay. T he sanctifying H oly 
G host fire consum es the dross of the  h ea rt in a 
m om ent of tim e, and  sets us free from  “ the sin ,” 
an d  so m akes us holy.

VI. W e  ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR BEING BORN 

W IT H  DEPRAVITY ; BUT W E ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

K E E P IN G  IT , AFTER GOD M A K ES KN O W N  H O W  WE 

CAN GET RID OF IT

Life will never be the same again to  any C hris­
tian  w ho hears d istinctly  G od’s call to  holiness. 
I t  becom es one of those critical hours w hen des­
tin y  is se ttled . T he m o u n ta in -to p  vision creates 
the  crisis of life, and  ever a f te r  it is higher or 
low er. T he seeking soul comes face to  face w ith  
absolute surrender, full consecration and  the  death  
of the  carnal m ind. I f  one shrinks back, then, 
the end will be sp iritual declension. I f  persisted 
in , the  light refused will be follow ed by the on ­
com ing of darkness and  death .

W ill you  tu rn  aw ay from  th is t ru th  th a t  G od 
has p rov ided  fo r you a full and  com plete sa lva­
tion  from  all sin, of every form  and  k in d ?  W ill 
you continue oblivious to  the fact Jesus p rayed  
for y our sanctification  (Jo h n  17:17), and  died
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for it (E p h . 5:25, 26), and wills it  (1 Thess. 4 :3 ) , 
and  com m ands it (M a tt. 5:48 and  1 P e te r  1 :15), 
an d  calls you to  the blessing? (1 Thess. 4 :7 and 
5 :24 ). I t  is perilous in the  extrem e to  tre a t G od 
in th a t  w'av. W ill you deliberately  decide th a t  you 
do no t w an t to  lose “ the  carnal m ind th a t  is en ­
m ity  against G od ; for it is no t subject to  the 
law  of God, neither indeed can b e ? ” W ill you 
prefer d ep rav ity  to  holiness? T h ink  w h a t it  b e ­
gets in yo u r life— w orldliness, avarice, greed, envy, 
jealousy, pride, haughtiness, ill-tem per, and  lust. 
T h in k  them  over, one by one, an d  see how  p e r­
ilous. “ If  any m an love the  w orld , the  love of 
the F a th er is n o t in h im .” Subservience to  th a t 
unhallow ed, ungodly, Christless sp irit th a t  has 
alw ays characterized  h u m an  society w hen living 
w ith o u t G od is fa ta l to  all deep piety. “The 
w o rld " m eans th a t  spirit th a t  dom inates the ir ­
religious, those am bitions and  pleasures, those 
principles of action , and fashions, and  custom s, 
and  hab its, and  m odes of living th a t  m ake up 
th a t  strange com posite th ing  called “ the  w orld ,” 
w hich once crucified C hrist to  get rid of H im , and 
still opposes H im  and  crucifies H im  afresh, and  
pu ts  H im  to  an open sham e. If you w ould ra th er 
yield to  th a t  sp irit th an  to  the  sp irit of holiness, 
how  long can y o u r p iety  survive the s tra in ?

W ould  you hold  fast to  avarice and  greed and 
covetousness? N oth ing  can be m ore absolutely 
heartless. I t  is th is th a t  breeds the  godless tru sts  
and  corpora tions w hich band  together to  oppress 
the p o o r; w hich p lan ts resorts of vice an d  sin 
along our streets, to  rob the  to ilers of th e ir scanty 
w age; th a t  drives th e  u n fo rtu n a te  m others to  
sw eat shops to  have their life’s blood w rung  out 
of them . I t  is th is th a t  m akes the  strikes w ith  all 
the ir  a tte n d a n t crimes, and  violence and m urderous 
h a te ! Such a sp irit is ab h o rren t to  G od, and can 
never en ter heaven.

W ould you  cherish envy and  jealousy? Look 
a t the com pany w hich envy keeps in the  c a ta ­
logue of sins: “Full of envy, m urder, debate, de­
c e it” (R om . 1 :29 ), an d  the  B ook declares th a t  
“ jealousy  is as cruel as the  g rave .” W h at sorry 
feelings to  cherish in the  h e a r t!  W ill you ho ld  on 
to  pride and  arrogancy, instead  of hav ing  the  h u ­
m ility  of a sanctified sp irit?  W ell, then , rem em ­
ber w h a t G od says ab o u t it. “P ride  an d  a r ro ­
gancy an d  an  evil w ay do I h a te ” (P ro v . 8 :13 ). 
“P ride goeth before destruction , and  a haughty  
sp irit before a fa ll” (P ro v . 16:18). “A m an ’s 
pride shall bring him  lo w ” (P ro v . 29 :23). Oh, 
how  m uch safer an d  m ore beau tifu l is a meek and

hum ble h ea rt. B u t few have i t  un til the  h au g h ty  
old m an of pride is crucified and  u tte r ly  rem oved 
from  the  cleansed n a tu re  th a t  is now  indw elt by 
the  sp irit of G o d !

P erhaps som eone says, “ I am  no t very  anxious 
to  get rid o f m y ill-tem p er.” I once heard  a 
w idely know n evangelist say he believed th a t  ill- 
tem per of C hristians h ad  sent m ore of the ir ch il­
dren  to  •hell th an  all the public houses in th e  land. 
Awful* s ta te m e n t! b u t perhaps aw fu lly  t r u e ! It 
w as a religious teacher in E ng land  w ho w rote , 
“ I ll-tem p er does m ore harm  to  society in general 
th an  any th in g  else. We are inclined to  look upon 
it as a very  harm less w eakness. W e speak of it 
as a m ere in firm ity  of n a tu re , a fam ily  failing, a 
m a tte r  of tem peram ent, no t a th in g  to  tak e  in to  
very  serious account in estim ating  a m a n ’s ch ar­
ac ter. T he pecu liarity  of ill-tem per is th a t  it is 
th e  vice of the  v irtuous. I t  is o ften  the  one b lo t 
on an  o therw ise noble character. N o form  of 
vice is m ore base; n o t w 'orldliness, no t greed of 
gold, no t d runkenness itself, does m ore to  un- 
christianize society th an  ill-tem per. F o r em b it­
tering  life, for b reaking u p  com m unities, fo r de­
stroy ing  the  m ost sacred relationships, for d ev ­
as ta tin g  hom es, for w ithering  u p  m en an d  w om en, 
for tak ing  the  bloom  off childhood, in sho rt, for 
sheer g ra tu ito u s m isery p roducing pow er, th is in ­
fluence stands alone .” F earfu l a r ra ig n m e n t! B ut 
its sad tru th fu lness gives it its  cu ttin g  pow er.

B u t w hy speak fu rth er of th is carnal m ind? 
W hy describe its  fearfu l ravages m ore?  I t  is the 
child of the  devil, an d  h is m ost p o te n t ally in 
the w o rk  of dam ning souls. B u t th an k s be to  
G od we have a Savior th a t is m igh tier th an  he. 
“ H e w as m anifested  to  destroy  the  w orks of the 
dev il” in our natu res. All pow er in heaven and  
ea rth  belongs to  H im . "W herefore also he is able 
to  save to  the  u tte rm o st them  th a t  d raw  near 
un to  G od th ro u g h  H im , seeing H e ever liveth  to  
m ake intercession for th e m .” H e can  bap tize all 
H is believing children w'ith the  fire of the  H oly  
G host, w hich will consum e the  dross of the heart, 
and  m ake us like gold and  silver th a t  have been 
purified  by fire, th a t  we m ay  offer to  the  L ord  
an  offering in righteousness, an d  w alk  before H im  
w ith  a perfect h ea rt. T he L am b  of G od is the 
Lion of the  trib e  of Ju d a h , W ho can b reak  every 
fe tte r of evil h ab it, cast o u t “ the  sin” from  our 
hearts  and  “deliver us from  th e  co rrup tion  th a t  
is in the w o rld ,” and  create in us the holiness of 
sp irit th a t will fit us to  dw ell w ith  a H oly  G od 
in a holy heaven forever.

(8)
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EXPOSITION A L
M E S S A G E S  F R O M  I S A IA H

A F a t a l  C o v e n a n t  

(Isa . C haps. 28— 32)

O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r

TH E  various g roups of the  prophecies of 
Isaiah  gather a ro u n d  som e great them e or 
som e great h istorical event. We have had  

the  series of prophecies th a t  centered  a ro u n d  the 
S v ro -E p h ra itic  invasion  of Ju d a h  w hen the w eak ­
ling king, Ahaz, refused to  listen to  the  counsel 
of the  p rophet, and  now  we come to  an o th er 
g ro u p  of prophecies th a t  have fo r a background 

an o th e r  im p o rtan t historical m ovem ent.

T h e  H is t o r ic a l  S e t t in g

T he zenith  of the  A ssyrian pow er was reached 
in the reign of Sargon, 721— 70S. D uring  th is tim e 
Sam aria had  been tak en  a n d  the no rth ern  k ing­
dom  o verth row n . Sargon h ad  reduced A rm enia 
and  allied kingdom s to subjection . He also had 
suppressed  an insurrec tion  in Syria . M oreover 
he carried  a cam paign in to  the  in te rio r of N o rth  
A rab ia . T he n ations all along the  coast of the  
M ed ite rran ean  felt his iron  grip . C haracterizing 
his rule R obertson  Sm ith says, “T he energy and 
ta len t of Sargon, devo ted  to  the  consolidation 
ra th e r  th a n  the  un lim ited  extension of his em ­
pire, effectually p u t dow n every  m ovem ent of in ­
dependence on the  p a r t  of sub jects and  tr ib u ­
taries, an d  even the  u n ited  realm s of E g y p t and 
E th io p ia  no longer v en tu red  to  m easure their 
stren g th  w ith  his. T he n ations groaned under a 
ty ra n n y  th a t  knew  no p ity , b u t th ey  had  learned 
by repeated  experience th a t  revolt w as hopeless 
w hile the  reins of em pire w ere held by so yfirm  a 
han d . A t length, in the  year 70S, Sargon died, 
an d  th e  crow n passed to  his son, Sennacherib .” 
T here  w as general rejoicing am ong th e  subject 
peoples w hen the g rea t oppressor w as dead, bu t 
Isa iah  sounded ou t a w arn ing  addressing Philistia : 

“ R ejoice not, 0  P hilistia, all of thee,
B ecause the rod  th a t  sm ote thee is broken :
F o r  o u t of the  se rp en t’s ro o t shall come a  basilisk 
A nd his fru it shall be a fiery flying se rp en t” 

(1 4 :2 9 ).

W hen Sennacherib  came to  the th rone  he sought 
first to  set his house in o rder a t hom e. M erodach- 
baladan  had  placed him self again upon th e  throne 
of B abylon and reigned fo r tw o  years. H e sought 
alliances a t hom e an d  ab road . I t  w as a t  this 
tim e th a t  he sent his am bassy to  H ezekiah and 
the king displayed to  the am bassadors all the 
treasure of his house. T h is w ould  ind icate  th a t  
Ju d a h  w as favorab le to  a revo lt against Assyria. 
Sennacherib accordingly m ade w ar against B a b y ­
lonia and  E lam  w ho h ad  joined the  fo rm er in th e  
revolt in the  east. T hen  w hen these conquests 
w ere com pleted, he staged an  expedition to  the 
west.

In the o th er alliances form ed a t  th is tim e fo r 
m u tu a l pro tection  a m ajo r one w as w ith  E gyp t. 
I t  is th is alliance w hich form s the  background  of 
th e  prophecies of Chs. 28-32. Skinner com m ents, 
“T he negotiations w ith E gypt w hich preceded the  
revolt of 701 form  the h istorical th read  on w hich 
the  prophecies are s trung , and  by  help of the 
p ro p h e t’s vivid allusion we can alm ost trace  the 
developm ent of the  conspiracy from  its first in ­
ception to  the  form al ratification  of th e  trea ty  
w ith  E g y p t.”

As in the  S y ro -E p h ra itic  invasion the policy 
proposed by Isaiah w as th a t  th ey  should  n o t run 
h ith er and th ith e r  as a people b u t tru s t  in Je h o ­
vah  th e ir God. W hile H ezekiah w as n o t like 
A haz w hose heart w as tu rn ed  aside to  o th e r  form s 
of w orship, y e t w ith in  the kingdom  there  were 
nobles w ho w ere com m itted  to  the  policy of re­
volt by form ing an alliance w ith  E gyp t. King 
H ezekiah hearkened a t all tim es to  th e  counsel of 
Isaiah , b u t the  nobles rejected i t  w ith  disdain.

A n  E n c o u n t e r  W i t h  S c o r n f u l  M e n

T h e . opening chap ter has as its preface a  woe 
upon  the  d run k ard s of E phra im  a n d  the ir fa te  is 
depicted. T hen  the  p ro p h e t tu rn s to  d raw  a  p ic­
tu re  of leaders in the  sou thern  kingdom . L ike 
those in the  n o rth  s trong  d rin k  has tak en  aw ay  
th e ir  jud g m en t and  understand ing . T hey  w ere 
like un to  th e ir n o rth e rn  b ro th ers  in th is respect 
and  also in th e ir effort to  take  refuge in a n  a l­
liance w ith  E gyp t. T he last king of th e  n o rthern  
n a tio n  b ro u g h t the  w rath  of the  A ssyrian king 

(9)
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dow n upon him self and his people by  an alliance 
w ith  E gyp t and there  cam e as judgm en t upon 
them  the  bonds of cap tiv ity . N ow  Ju d a h  w as 
follow ing in their footsteps. M ed ita tin g  upon 
these sins of the nobles an d  o ther leaders of the 
people, Isaiah observes:

“ B ut they  also have erred th rough  wine, and  
th ro u g h  strong d rink  are  o u t of th e  w ay:

T he priest and th e  p ro p h e t have erred  th rough  
strong drink ,

T hey  are sw allow ed up of w ine, th ey  are o u t of 
the w ay  th rough  strong  d rin k ;

T hey  err in vision, th ey  stum ble in judgm en t.”
N o t only d id Isaiah  com m ent upon the  p rofli­

gateness of these m agnates of Jerusalem , b u t he 
bu rst in upon the ir scenes of revelry. Looking 
up from  their cups an d  in th e ir  d runken  braw l, 
th ey  call ou t, as they  see him :

“ W hom  shall he teach know ledge?
A nd w hom  shall he m ake to  u nderstand  doctrine? 
T hey th a t  are w eaned from  the  milk,
And d raw n  from  the breasts.
F o r precept m ust be upon precept, precept upon 

p re c e p t;
Line upon line, line upon l in e ;
H ere a little , an d  there a little .”

T hey  reproach the  p rophet w ith  the questions 
as w ho are they  th a t  they  should  be continually  
lec tu red?  Are they  m erely in fan ts w ho have ju st 
been new ly-w eaned? T hen  in m ocking w ords 
th ey  ite ra te  the  persisten t repetition  of th e  m es­
sage of reproof w ith  w hich the  p rophet h ad  fo l­
low ed them . B ut Isaiah  no th ing  d au n ted  tu rn s  to 
them  w ith  a solemn w arning. Jeh o v ah  w ould 
speak to  them  w ith  the  tongue of a strange peo­
ple. T hey  h ad  refused th e  line of action  th a t  
w ould bring rest, so the  w ord  of the L o rd  w ould  
be un to  them  as they  h ad  said the  adm onition  of 
Isaiah  w as to  th e m :

“ Precept upon precept, precept upon precep t;
L ine upon line, line upon lin e ;
H ere a little , and  there a little .”

T hus it  w as th a t  the  w ord  of the  L ord  w ould  be 
“a  m onotonous, in to lerable , ye t unavoidable, suc­
cession of ju dgm en ts.”
A C o v e n a n t  W i t h  D e a t h

In  the  firs t address to  the nobles we have p r in ­
cipally th e  announcem ent of judgm en t fo r th e ir 
m ocking resistance of the  counsel of the  L ord . In  
the  second the  p rophet tu rn s  m ore specifically to 
the  covenan t w hich they  had  form ed. M oreover 
here also we see the  dep th  of their scorn and  sac­
rilege.
“ W herefore hear the  w ord  of the  L ord , ye scorn­

ful men,
(10)

T h a t rule th is people w hich is in Je rusalem . 
Because ye have said, W e have m ade a  covenant 

w ith  death ,
A nd w ith  hell are we a t  agreem ent;
W hen the  overflow ing scourge shall pass th rough , 

it shall n o t come un to  us;
F o r w e have m ade lies our refuge,
Anri under falsehood have we hid ourselves.”
In  form ing th e ir agreem ent the im plication  w ould  
seem to  -tie “ th a t  the political p lo t h ad  been ra t i­
fied by a com pact w ith  the d readed pow ers of the 
un d erw o rld ,” says Skinner. “T h a t those w ho had 
renounced the  guidance of Je h o v ah  should  have 
recourse to  necrom ancy and  o th e r superstitions 
w as n a tu ra l. A t the same tim e the  phrases m ay 
be p roverb ia l, o r they  m ay m erely express Isa iah ’s 
abhorrence of the  dark  im m orality  w hich  m arked  
the proceedings. In  any  case the  feeling a t t r ib u t­
ed to the  schem ers is one of abso lu te  security 
against the  w orst th a t fate could b rin g .”

A fter depicting  the d a rk  counsels of these d is­
solute an d  irreligious nobles, Isa iah  tu rn s aw ay 
to  an o th e r  line of th o u g h t. I t  w ould  seem th a t  
a f te r  a  con tac t w ith  the u nderw orld  w ith  its  g rue­
some an d  uncanny  atm osphere, the re  comes the  
serene, calm  restfulness of a hope in G od an d  the  
w ords of confidence are u tte red :
“ Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation  a stone,
A tr ie d  stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 

foundation :
H e th a t  believeth shall no t m ake h as te .”
T he g rea t' principle th a t  Isaiah h ad  enunciated  in 
every crisis th a t  cam e upon the  n a tio n  w as faith  
in Je h o v ah . T h is is the only enduring  foundation . 
T his is the only tru e  refuge. W ith  such a fo u n d a­
tio n  as fu ndam en ta l then  the test of all conduct 
w ould  be the  righteousness of its  n a tu re . T he 
refuge of lies, the  covenan t w ith  dea th  an d  the  
agreem ent w ith  hell w ould  n o t stand  in the  light. 
An overflow ing scourge w'ould pass th ro u g h  b rin g ­
ing n ough t b u t distress an d  anguish.

T h e  J u d g m e n t  o r  G od

T u rn in g  from  the  litera l w ord  the p ro p h e t uses 
parab les from  h usbandry  to  set fo rth  the  tru th s  
the  m ore clearly, th a t  he is in tend ing  to  convey. 
H e calls upon all of them  to  listen, listen to  the 
sto ry  of the p low m an. He does not sim ply plow 
continually , he does i t  to r a purpose. W hen he 
has p repared  his g round  th en  he casts a b ro a d  the  
seed. T hen  w hen it comes to  th e  tim e of th re sh ­
ing he does n o t hand le all of the  grains alike, some 
are beaten  w ith  a rod, o thers are tro d d en  ou t by 
th e  tram p in g  of the  ca ttle  and  still o thers are 
th reshed  by the  d raw ing  over them  of a  heavy
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w ooden sledge. So G od in H is judgm en t upon the  
kingdom s m ay n o t use exactly  the  sam e m ethod , 
b u t the  judgm ent is certain  and  the  woe of the 
L ord  is certa in  to  fall upon them .

A fter a  general account of different m ethods of 
judgm ent under the  figure of threshing, Isa iah  
show s th e  dire distress th a t  shall fall upon  J e ru ­
salem and  the  dep ths to  w hich she shall be 
b rough t. So low shall she fall th a t  her voice shall 
be as one th a t  h a th  a  fam iliar sp irit, ou t of the 
g round  and  shall w hisper o u t of the  dust. Y et 
though  jud g m en t shall th u s come upon her, and 
th e  n ations shall encam p aro u n d  ab o u t her to  de­
stroy , y e t suddenly shall the  com m and of the L o rd  
go fo rth  and  the  n ations shall find  th a t  the  hope 
of th e ir  conquest w as as a dream , th a t  Jerusalem  
has been delivered.

F o r a small m om ent the  p ro p h e t dwells upon 
the  th o u g h t of the  deliverance th a t  shall come to 
the nation , then  tu rn s again to  the sad p light of 
th e  rulers. Here the th o u g h t of the p ro p h e t oscil­
lates as it does so frequen tly  in his w ritings b e ­
tw een judgm en t and  sa lvation . H e sees judgm en t 
coming, then  he beholds a n d  there lies o u t ju st 
beyond sa lvation . He tu rn s  to  the p resent w ith  its 
sordid  realism  an d  then  looks aw ay  to  the  fu tu re  
w hen th e  ideal Zion w ould  seem to  appear. H ere 
there  are only fain t glim m erings of the  ideal Zion 
but once in a w hile it w ou ld  seem to  shed a ray  
of light over the  d a rk , dan k , evil counsels of the  
p resen t. R eferring  again  to  the  rulers, he o b ­
serves :

“ F o r the  L o rd  h a th  poured  ou t upon you the 
sp irit of deep sleep,

A nd h a th  closed y o u r eyes:
T he p rophets an d  y o u r ru lers, the  seers h a th  he 

covered.
A nd th e  vision of all is becom e un to  you  as the  

w ords of a book  th a t  is sealed .”
T hen  he tu rn s to  the  fu tu re  an d  calls ou t:
“ Is i t  n o t ye t a very  little  while,
A nd L ebanon shall be tu rn ed  in to  a fru itfu l field, 
A nd the  fru itfu l field shall be esteem ed as a 

forest ?
A nd in th a t  day  shall the deaf hear th e  w ords of 

th e  book,
A nd the  eyes of the  b lind  shall see o u t of o b ­

scurity , an d  ou t of d arkness.”

A n  E m b a s s y  T o N<j  P r o f it

In terspersed  in th e  denunciations of the  cove­
n a n t w ith  dea th , th e  fa ta l covenan t, there  are 
som e descriptive passages of high m erit. W e have 
a lread y  noted the  one w hich  presents th e  parables 
from  husbandry  an d  in ch ap te r  30 we have a n ­

o ther w hich p ictures to  us the  jou rney  of the 

am bassadors to  the south lan d  to  consum m ate 
the  covenant.

“ T hrough  the land  of troub le  and  anguish,
F rom  w hence come the  lioness and  the  lion,
T he v iper an d  fiery  flying serpent,

T hey carry  the ir  riches upon the  shoulders of 
young asses,

A nd th e ir treasures upon the  bunches of camels, 
To a people th a t  shall n o t p ro fit them .

F o r E g y p t helpeth  in vain , an d  to  no purpose: 
T herefore  have I called her R ahab th a t sitte th  

s till.”

T h e  W a y  o f  F a i t h

Passing from  the  vain  a tte m p t th a t the  in ­
h ab itan ts  of Ju d a h  w ere m aking to  save th em ­
selves from  the pow er of the A ssyrian king, Isaiah  
once m ore reiterates the  g rea t principle on w hich 
th ey  should rely, quietness an d  confidence, faith  
and  tru s t. T hen w ould the L ord  give them  the 
bread of the  increase of the ir  ground , and  the 
L ord  w ould  cause H is glorious voice to  be heard . 
W hile a woe lay upon those w ho sought alliance 
w ith  E gyp t, tru sting  in the arm  of flesh instead  
of tru sting  in G od, ye t the  tim e will come w hen 
those w ho tru s t an d  those in w hom  tru s t is placed 
shall fall together and the  L o rd  him self will come 
un to  Zion to deliver it.

P r a c t ic a l  C o n c l u s io n s  a n d  H o m il e t ic a l  

S u g g e s t io n s

In  th is passage as in one before in our study 
of the messages from  Isaiah , we have the  m ain 
th o u g h t of the  suprem e need of tru stin g  in  G od 
in the  crises of life. In stead  of relying upon the 
arm  of flesh w e should seek to  rest alone upon 
God. W e see also the  p icture  of a p ro p h e t calm 
an d  reposed, confident an d  possessed in the  m idst 
of the m ocking d runken  nobles. W hile they  w ould  
seek to  tu rn  aside his w arn ings w ith  skeptic rep u ­
d iations, he steadfastly  proclaim ed the  principles 
of th e  adm in istra tio n  of righteousness. T heir u n ­
derstand ing  w as confused, b u t he w as clear in 
th o u g h t an d  u tterance.

F o r hom iletical purposes, the  tex t, “ H e th a t 
believeth shall n o t m ake has te ,” and, “In  retu rn ing  
an d  rest shall ye be saved ; in quietness and  in 
confidence shall be yo u r stren g th ,” form  the  tw o  
o u tstand ing  tho u g h ts  of the  chap ters although  
there are m any o th er priceless passages w ith  deep 
sp iritua l tru th s .
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HOMILETICAL
A U G U S T

L . T . C orlett

There are no special days in th is m onth  th a t 
th e  church  pays a tten tio n  to . I t  is considered 
by  m ost preachers to  be a difficult m on th  because 
of so m any  people being aw ay  on vacations. Also 
those w ho are  unable to  take a vacation  are 
tem p ted  to  feel th a t  th ey  do n o t need to  take  
m uch in terest in the  w ork  'w hile the o thers are 
gone. F o r th a t  reason w e have felt led to  offer 
the  suggestions in the  series of serm ons on “O ver­
com ing,” w hich w ill serve as a  m eans to  s tir  the 
congregation to  some ac tiv ity . T his m on th  is a 
good tim e fo r the  preacher to  offer some special 
subjects fo r the  n igh t services as m any  churches 
have no S unday  n ight services during  th e  m onth  
an d  if some a ttrac tiv e  subject is announced m any  
will visit th e  services an d  receive sp iritua l help 
and  also will get a  good im pression of the  w ork  
of our church.

A u g u s t  6 — M o r n in g  S e r m o n

O v e r c o m in g  C o m m o n  T r ia l s  
(R ev. 2:8-11)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. C om m on tria ls  are som etim es the  m ost 
difficult.

2. Sm all nagging th ings of everyday  life are 
perplexing.

I I .  W h a t  W e r e  T h e y  to  O v e r c o m e ?
1. T ribu la tion .
2. P overty .
3. T rials.

I I I .  H o w  W er e  T h e y  to O v e r c o m e ?
1. Recognize th a t  G od know s ab o u t the  

tria ls.
a. H e understands all th e  perplexing 

th ings of life.
b. H e is tak ing  notice each day  of w h a t 

H is children are going th rough .
2. “F ear none of these th ings.”

a. Do n o t let these th ings be your m as­
ter.

b. C om pare yo u r riches and  blessings 
w itk  them .

3. “ Be fa ith fu l.”
a. F aith fu lness alw ays brings the  rew ard .
b. G od has prom ised to  deliver (1 Cor. 

10:13).

IV. R e w a r d s  fo r  O v e r c o m in g  C o m m o n  T r ia l s

l . 'A  crow n of life.
J. Im m u n ity  from  the  second dea th .

A u g u s t  6 — N ig h t  S e r m o n

A D u t y  N obo d y  S h o u l d  N e g l e c t  
(Eccles. 12:13)

I . I n t r o d u c t io n

1. T he tex t is the  conclusion.
a . Of a life.
b. Of a philosophy.
c. F ro m  experience.

2. A d u ty  th a t  everybody  shou ld  consider.
I I .  F e a r in g  G od I s  a  D u t y  N o bo d y  S h o u l d  

N e g l e c t

1. Because of the lim ita tions of all o ther
duties.

a. All o th er activ ities sa tisfy  for the  p res­
en t (Eccles. 6 :7 ) .

b. Fulfillm ent of o th er du ties ju s t brings 
p resent en joym ent.

2. Because it is fo r his w elfare.
a. M an  does n o t know  w h a t is best for 

him  (Eccles. 6 :12 ).
b. M an  does n o t know' w h a t shall be or 

w hen it shall be (Eccles. 8:7, 8 ).
c. M an  needs his h ea rt contro lled  and  

m o tiv a ted  properly  an d  he w ill fo l­
low  (Eccles. 11:9, 10).

d. M an  wall have to  face th e  actions and  
deeds of life (Eccles. 12 :14).

I I I .  F e a r in g  G od a n d  O b e y i n g  H i m  I s t h e  O n l y  
Sa f e  P a t h w a y  o f  L i f e  a n d  D u t y

1. I n  th is p a th  m an  is g u aran teed  guidance 
(P ro v . 3 :5 , 6 ).

2. B y fearing  G od m an  is assured  of de­
liverance. “F o r  he th a t  feare th  G od shall 
come fo rth  of them  all” (Eccles. 7 :18).

3. Best to  begin in y o u th  (Eccles. 12 :1).

A u g u s t  1 3 — M o r n in g  S e r m o n

O v e r c o m in g  F a il u r e  
(R ev . 3 :16)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. An ac tive  church  th a t  had  failed.
a. H ad  a g rea t rep u ta tio n  fo r activ ities.
b. T hey w ere p ro u d  of th e  nam e.
c. A church  m ay be active an d  yet dead.

11. T h e  C a u s e s  o f  t h e  F a i l u r e

1. W orks w ere n o t perfect.

(12)
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a. Som ething w rong  w ith  w hat they  w ere 
doing.

b. N o t doing w h a t they  w ere capable of 
and  w h a t they  knew  to  do.

2. Fickleness.
a. W ould  s ta r t  som ething and  w ould  no t 

finish it.
b. W ere not steadfast, fa ith fu l an d  con­

sistent in the  th ings of God.
3. H ad  w rong m otives and  incentives.

a. T ho u g h t m ore of ^elfish glory th an  of 
G od’s glory.

b. E gotistical in all th ey  did.

I I I .  H ow  to  O v e r c o m e  T h e i r  F a il u r e s

1. R em em ber.
a. M em ory  has a w ay  of poin ting  ou t 

the  cause of failure if guided by the 
H oly Spirit.

b. M ost people know  the  w ay ou t if 
they  w ould  sto p  to  consider.

2. R epent.
a. Acknow ledge the  failure to  G od and  

ask for forgiveness.
b. T u rn  ab o u t and  prom ise G od to  do 

differently.
3. H o ld  fast.

a. Be consistent and  persisten t in se rv ­
ing the L ord .

b. C arefully  follow  the guidance of the  
H oly Sp irit.

4. Recognize the  danger one places him self 
in by failing God.

IV. R e w a r d s  fo r  O v e r c o m in g  F a il u r e s

1. “ Shall be clo thed  in  w hite  ra im en t."
a . Robes of righteousness.
b. W edding garm ents.

2. Fellow ship w ith  C hrist. “T hey  shall w alk 
w ith  me in W'hite.”

3. C hrist will acknow ledge an d  in troduce 
them  before H is F a th er.

4. A ssurance of e ternal life. “ Will no t blot 
his nam e o u t of the  Book of life.”

A u g u s t  1 3 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n

A n  O p p o r t u n it y  T h a t  E v e r y b o d y  O u g h t  to 
S e iz e  

( M a t t .  20:30)

I . I n t r o d u c t io n

1. Jesus w as passing by.
2. B lind m an  w as calling.

a. H ad  no th ing  to  offer him self.
b. Jesus had  all he needed.

3. H e recognized th e  day  of his op p o rtu n ity .

I I .  M a n  M a n y  T i m e s  H a s  a W rong  C o n c e p ­
t io n  of  G od’s  V is it a t io n

1. M any  th in k  th a t  it w ould  be a  calam ity ,
a. Som ething to  be avo ided  as if it  were 

a contagious disease.

(13)

b. M en endeavor to  harden  their hearts, 
stifle their conscience an d  stiffen their 
neck against His advances.

2. M en ought to  recognize G od’s v isita tion  
as the  g rea test o p p o rtu n ity  of th e ir  life.
a. An o p p o rtu n ity  fo r deliverance.
b. An o p p o rtu n ity  for acquain tanceship .
c. An o p p o rtu n ity  to enjoy G o d ’s rich 

blessings an d  benefits.
d. An o p p o rtu n ity  for usefulness to  o th ­

ers.

I I I .  G od ’s  V i s it a t io n s

1. By inner im pressions to  be right.
2. By appeals to  m an ’s m oral na tu re .
3. By His providences.
4. By gospel messages, etc.

I V .  W h a t  W il l  Y o u  D o W i t h  Y o u r  O p p o r ­
t u n i t y  ?
1. Jesus is passing by y our w ay today .
2. M an  ought to be the  seeker instead  of 

God.
3. Jesus will heed if you call.

A u g u s t  2 0 — M o r n in g  S e r m o n

O v e r c o m in g  S h o r t s ig h t e d n e s s  
(R ev . 3:7-13)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. M ore nearly  G od’s s ta n d ard  th an  any of 
the  seven churches.
a. W orks were good.
b. H ad  kept G o d ’s W ord.
c. T hey  were honest, sincere, godly, in ­

terested  and  fa ith fu l church m em bers.
2. Y et no t reaching un to  the  heights th a t 

were theirs in Christ.
I I .  T h e  M a n if e s t a t io n s  o f  S h o r t s ig h t e d n e s s

1. W ere w eak th rough  lack of vision. "T hou  
hast little  s tren g th .”
a. Shortsightedness shuts the beauties of 

God ou t of the soul.
b. I t "weakens the organs of sp iritual 

life.
2. T he danger of the  church is th a t instead  

of advancing they  will s ta n d  still in 
negative holiness.
a. I t  is a good th ing  to  be free from  

o u tw ard  signs of sin and  uncleanness 
b u t th a t is no t enough.

b. W ill finally  bring sp iritual death , by 
stagnation .

3. T hey were unable to  m ove forw ard  of 
them selves.
a. C on ten t w ith  such a tta in m en ts  as they 

had reached.
b. Failed to  see the opportun ities ju st 

ahead  of them .
c. Failed to  see the  responsibility of pass­

ing an unad u lte ra ted  message on to  
the next generation.
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I I I .  H ow  to  O v er c o m e  S h o r t s ig h t e d n e s s

1. “ H old  fast th a t w hich th o u  h a s t.”
a. P resen t possessions m ade a good fo u n ­

dation  and  a splendid beginning for 
greater things.

b. P resen t confidence in God, in personal 
experience an d  in divine assistance are 
absolu te essentials fo r fu tu re  progress.

2. C atch G od’s in terest.
a. G od recognizes the w eakness of His 

children and  opens the door fo r them .
“ I  have  set an open door before yo u .”

b. M any  people are con ten t to stand  still 
b u t G od’s com m and is “ Go fo rw ard ."

2. God prom ises p ro tection  and deliverance 
(v. 10).

IV. R e w a r d  fo r  O v e r c o m in g  S h o r t s ig h t e d n e s s

1. G od will m ake the  person useful. “Will 
m ake him  a p illar in the  tem ple of m y 
G od .”
a. Able to  bear burdens, and  carry  loads.
b. Also to  beau tify  the  tem ple of God.

2. Give the sign of H is ow nership.
a. W rite  upon him  the  nam e of m y God.
b. Also of the  city  of God.
c. Give him  a new nam e.

A u g u s t  2 0 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n

A P r ep a r a t io n  T h a t  E v er y b o d y  O u g h t  to 
M a k e  

(Am os 4:12)

I . I n t r o d u c t io n

1. H um an ity  w recked by sin.
2. P rep ara tio n  is necessary to  set it right.

I I .  S i n  I s  t h e  C a u s e  o f  t h e  Se p a r a t io n  f r o m  
G od

1. Sin is discord.
a. M an  m ust m ake p rep ara tio n  to  leave 

sin an d  obey G od in o rder to  have 
h arm ony  of m ind and  peace of soul 
(2 Chron. 12:14).

b. Sin is soul sickness and  m an m ust 
prepare to  get healed by Christ.

I I I .  M a n  W as  M ade to  E n j o y  G od, B u t  G od 
C a n n o t  E n t e r  a R e b e l l io u s  H ear t  So M an- 
M u s t  P r epar e  for  H i s  C o m in g  ( M a t t .  3 :2 ) .

IV. M a n  N e e d s  to  P r e p a r e  to M eet  G od for  I n  
H is  P r e s e n t  S tate  H e  I s N ot F it  to  L iv e  
W i t h  H i m

1. W ith  sin in th e  h ea rt an d  life he is 
asham ed to  face God.

2. Only the  clean and  the  holy can  live w ith  
God.

V . M a n  M u s t  P r e p a r e  i n  T h i s  L i f e  I f  H e 
W o u l d  L iv e  W it h  G od i n  E t e r n it y

1. T h is  is the  tim e of p ro b a tio n  an d  p rep a ­
ration .

(14)

2. As dea th  finds a person, so will he be in 
e tern ity .

W h a t  I s  t h e  N e c e s s a r y  P r e p a r a t io n ?
1. A loath ing  of sin.
2. D enunciation  and  forsaking of sin.
3. D eterm ination  to  live for C hrist.
4. A ccepting C hrist as a personal Savior.
5. C hrist then  does the  rest, as fa r as initial 

sa lvation  is concerned.
6. C onsecration  and  faith  in G od to  sanctify .

A u g u s t  2 7 ---- M o r n in g  S e r m o n

O v e r c o m in g  I n d if f e r e n c e  
(R ev . 3:14-22)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. T he last of the seven messages to  the  
churches.

2. A picture of m any m odern  day churches.
I I .  S ig n s  o f  I n d if f e r e n c e

1. L ukew arm .
a. H ad  love for C hrist b u t n o t arden t.
b. Received some sp iritu a l blessings bu t 

did not th irs t fo r them .
c. W rought some good w orks b u t no t 

zealously .
d. P rayed  b u t not ferven tly .
e. Gave b u t n o t liberally  o r cheerfully .
f. Signs of lukew arm ness.

(1) A grow ing in a tte n tio n  to  the  p r i­
vate  duties of religion.

(1) Carelessness in a tten d in g  public 
w orship.

(3) U nconcern for th e  in stitu tions of 
the  church and  scant offerings for 
their m ain tenance.

2. False security .
a. R esting on ou tw ard  m ateria l signs.
b. T ho u g h t they  w ere rich.
c. D id  no t recognize th e ir  condition of 

w retchedness, nakedness, po v erty  and 
blindness.

I I I .  H ow  to  O v e r c o m e  I n d i f f e r e n c e

1. S tir thyself— “be zealous.”
a. N o one can be helped un til he is 

stirred  ou t of his lethargy .
b. Should not depend upon som eone else 

to  arouse you.
2. R epent.

a. Recognize the true  condition .
b. Confess an d  forsake the  w rong a t t i ­

tude  an d  deed.
3. M ake religion a business proposition .

a. “ Buy of m e.”
b. Be ju s t as in terested  and  ju st as care­

ful regarding the  relationsh ip  to  God 
as to  th e  business of th is w orld.

4. Recognize G od’s v iew poin t of indifference 
and  lukew arm ness.
a. W ill n o t p u t up  w ith  it.
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I). Y et He stands a t the door to  help 
every  person ou t of it.

IV . R e w a r d  f o e  O v e r c o m in g  I n d if f e r e n c e

1. Be w ith  C hrist.
2. Rule and  reian w ith  Christ.

T o any  desiring to  use the  o th er letters to the 
churches in the series of serm ons on “O vercom ­
ing ,” the follow ing titles are given: “O vercom ing 
W andering” (R ev . 2 :1 -7 ) ;  “O vercom ing E rro r” 
(R ev . 2 :1 2 -1 7 ); “ O vercom ing O pposition” (R ev .
2 :18-29).

A u g u s t  2 7 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n

A  Q u e s t io n  E v e r y b o d y  M u s t  A n s w e r  
(M a rk  8:37)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. E very  person is for sale.
2. W hat am  I selling m yself for?
3. T he sale centers ab o u t the soul or sp irit 

of m an.
I I .  M a n  D e c id e s  U n t o  W h o m  H e W il l  S e l l

H is  S o u l

1. H e sells to the  one w ho he considers o f­
fers the highest and  best price.

2. T here are only tw o  bidders.
a. One is the  devil.

(1) H e first tries to  deceive the  p er­
son so th a t he cannot judge ac­
curately  of the  offer.

(2) He does no t show  the w orst of 
his offer nor its real charac te r­
istics.

(3) H e has no desire to  benefit m an 
or help  his soul.

(4) W ill use any m eans to try  to get 
m an to  accept his bid.

b. T he o th e r is C hrist, the  Savior of
m ankind .
(1) He first tries to get each person 

to  see th ings as they  are.
(2) H e show s the  w orst of His p ro p o ­

sition first.
(3) All H is plans, efforts and offers 

are for the  up lifting  of the  indi- 
d iv idual, first sp iritually  and 
th ro u g h  th a t  to  the  w hole m an.

(4) Will alw ays respect the  righ ts and 
pow ers of the ind iv idual. i

(5) W ill con tinue  to  b id as long  as 
He sees there  is a chance of g e t­
ting  the  allegiance of the  in d i­
vidual.

I I I .  T h e  B id  A c c e pt e d  M a y  B e for  E t e r n it y

1. T he decision to d ay  m ay be the last one 
you will have the  privilege of m aking in 
th is life.

2. T he first insta lm ents on the  pay m en t of 
the bid are m ade in th is w orld .

(15)

3. The am ount and  full character of p a y ­
m ents increase w ith  each instalm ent.

4. T he ones received here are sam ples of 
w'hat will be given du ring  e tern ity .

5. T he last paym ent will never be given. 
W ill last th rough  etern ity .

IV. Y ou  H av e  t h f , O p p o r t u n it y  t o  A c c e p t  
C h r is t  T oday

S E E D  T H O U G H T S
P l a n t  T h e m  a n d  T h e y  M a y  G r o w  I n t o  P r a y e r  

M e e t in g  T a l k s  or  S e r m o n s  

W. M . B a k e r  

T h in g s  to  S tr iv e  T o w a r d
I .  H ig h e s t  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  G ra c e  P o s s ib l e  I n  

T h i s  L i f e

Live n o t in the low lands, there are m ounta in  
peak experiences.

I I .  A n  I n t e l l e c t  F il l e d  w i t h  D iv in e  K n o w l ­
edge

I I I .  A L i f e  o f  H ig h e s t  P o s s ib l e  I n f l u e n c e

IV. G r e a t e s t  I n h e r it a n c e  P o s s ib l e  i n  E t e r ­
n i t y

V. S a c r if ic e , S u f f e r , E n d u r e , L abo r , S t r iv e  
t o  R e a c h  t h e  G oal

G o d ’s P r e s e n c e
I .  G od’s P r e s e n c e  W i t h  U s A s s u r e s  

Streng th ,
C om fort,
Cheer,
V ictory,
Blessing,
Jo y ,
C on ten tm en t.

I I .  H i s  P r e s e n c e  W il l  N e v e r  F o r s a k e  U s In  
Trials,
Sorrow ,
D eath ,
Jud g m en t,
E te rn ity .

T h r e e  T h in g s  to  G u a rd  o u r  S o u l A g a in s t
I .  T h e  W orld

1. W orldliness.
2. Pride.
3. Sin.
4. T em p ta tio n  to  dishonesty.
5. F orb idden  pleasure.
6. W rong am bitions.

I I .  T h e  F l e s h

1. T he exercise of carnal tra its .
A nger, M alice, Revenge, H atred , S trife, 
P ride, Jea lousy , etc.

2. Sinning w ith  the  heart in a  carnal w ay.
I I I .  T h e  D e v il

1. His suggestions.
To sin. T o  do little  m ean things.

2. G uard  against his w eakening yo u r ch ar­
ac ter by little  things.
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3. Be careful w hen he m oves o thers to  do 
evil against you.
H e is afte r your soul. Be wise! Keep 
sw e e t!

G o d 's  W o r d

I. T e l l s  U s H ow  T o  G et  S aved a n d  S a n c t i­
f ie d

I I . T e l l s  U s H o w  T o  B e K ept

I I I .  T el l s  of “ O ld P a t h s ”
IV. T el l s  H ow  to G a in  H e a v e n  an d  E sc ape

H e l l

V. T e l l s  H o w  T o G a i n  T r u e  H a p p in e s s  a n d

L if e  I n  W orld to C o m e

S o m e  T h in g s  th a t  C h a n g e  U s
I. R e p e n t a n c e

1. T akes aw ay condem ning conscience and 
gives peace.

2. T akes aw ay a w icked life and give us a 
life of righteousness.

3. M akes us new  creatures.
4. T akes the  devil ou t of our lives an d  gives 

us Christ.
I I .  C o n se c r a t io n

1. Changes a carnal soul in to  a  holy soul.
2. Changes the  carnal tra its  for the  graces 

of H is Spirit.
3. Changes us from  a defeated soul in to  a 

v ictorious soul.
4. Changes US from  an idle soul in to  a use­

ful soul.
I I I .  P rayer

1. Changes a w eak soul in to  a strong  soul.
2. Changes a soul th a t  is dead and  dry  in to  

a soul th a t is blest an d  joyfu l.
3. Changes a soul th a t  has never advanced 

in to  a grow ing soul.
4. Changes a visionless soul in to  a soul w ith  

a  vision.
IV . T r ia l s , H a r d s h ip s , P e r s e c u t io n s , a n d  S or­

row's C h a n g e  t h e  S o u l

1. M ake us m ore Christlike.
2. M ake us able to  advise an d  sym pathize 

w ith  others.
3. Cause us to  grow  ou t of our w eakness 

in to  streng th .
4. F it us for larger service in the  M a ste r’s 

v ineyard .
V. C o m in g  of C h r is t  C h a n g e s  S u c h  a S o u l

1. “W e shall be like him  for we shall see 
him  as he is” (g lorified).

2. Changes us from  a w orld  of sin in to  a 
w orld w’ith o u t sin.

3. Changes us from  a life of faith  in to  a life 
o f sight.

A  L ife  w ith  a  G u a r a n ty

I n t r o d u c t io n : W hen w e  b u y  a th ing  o f  v a lu e  and
pay the  price for it, we like a g u a ran ty  w ith  it.

I .  T h e  C h r is t ia n  L if e  G u a r a n t e e s :

(16)

H appiness
Peace
Pleasure
Satisfaction
G od’s presence alw ays w ith  us 
A blessed ending to  th is presen t life 
A life of im m o rta lity  and  bliss beyond  the 

tom b

A d v e n tu r e

I n t r o d u c t io n : M en in th is w orld  m ake some 
great adven tu res for the  purpose of m aking 
new  discoveries an d  uncovering h idden  m y ste r­
ies. T hey  go to  th e  n o rth  an d  sou th  poles, the  
caves of the  earth , the  buried  cities of past 
centuries, etc.

I .  I  H a v e  M a d e  a n  A d v e n t u r e  I n t o  S a l v a t io n

1. M en of all ages have to ld  the  “ hidden 
th ings” they  discovered in the ir ad v en ­
tu re  in to  salvation .

2. I have discovered som e th ings.
a. Forgiveness an d  Sanctification .
b. G race for tria ls.
c. V ictory over sin and  carnality .
d. D eliverance in the  h o u r  of tem p ta tio n  

an d  tria l.
e. Peace, joy , happiness, sa tisfaction , 

pleasure.
f. Answers to  p ray e r an d  prom ises of 

the Bible obtained .
I I . O t h e r s  M a k in g  A d v e n t u r e  I n t o  S a l v a t io n  

F o u n d

Peace in ho u r of death.
I I I .  I  A m  G o in g  t o  M a k e  a n  E x t e n d e d  A d v e n ­

t u r e  I n t o  t h e  W o rld  t o  C o m e , S o m e  D ay  
T h e y  T e l l  M e  T h e r e  I s F o u n d  T h e r e —

a. Singing like the  sound  of m any  w aters.
b. P raise and  rejoicing unexcelled.
c. P leasure foreverm ore.
d. L ife unending.
e. Celestial m ansions.
f. A city  w ith  streets of gold and  jasper 

walls. A nd a  river of life.
g. A city  w ith o u t a  pain , sorrow , tear, 

tr ia l, sin, d eath , funeral, g raveyard , 
w ar, d isappo in tm en t, devil, sinner.

h. A city  w here dwells a  T riune  God, 
the  angelic hosts, the  sa in ts of all ages.

C o n c l u s io n

I shall one day discover these th ings fo r m yself. 

T h in g s  th a t  E n c o u r a g e  th e  S o u l

I. G od Is  N ow
1. W ith  us.
2. P lans fo r o u r fu tu re  p resent life.
3. S tands w aiting  to  deliver us.
4. H as prov ided  grace sufficient fo r us.

I I .  G od I n  t h e  F u t u r e

1. Is com ing for us.
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2. W ill have e ternal h ab ita tio n  ready  fo r us.
3. W ill change o u r vile bodies an d  m ake us 

fit sub jects for th a t  city.
4. W ill e ternally  provide for us.

I I I .  G od W il l  G iv e  U s T h e s e  T h in g s  I f

1. W e are w holly  abandoned  to H im .
2. Love, serve, obey an d  tru s t H im .

S P IR I T U A L  L IB E R T Y
R o y  L . H o l l e n b a c k

T e x t : W here the Spirit o f the  L o rd  is there is
liberty

I .  Q u a l if y  t h e  L ib e r t y  to  W h ic h  t h e  A p o stle

A l l u d e s

1. It. is n o t freedom  from  responsibility . M any  
have been know n to leave one church  and  go to 
an o th er, or have tu rn ed  “ com e-o u te r,” fo r the  one 
reason th a t  they  w an ted  to  avo id  financial re ­
sponsib ility .

2. I t  is no t license to  behave ourselves u n ­
seem ly. W e have observed th a t  w hen people 
w hine fo r “ freedom ,” an d  say, “I ’m n o t going to 
have any  strap s on m e !” they  usually  w an t free­
dom  for ab o u t the  sam e purposes th a t  a  m ule does 
th a t kicks off his harness! T hey  do n o t w an t to  
w ork , b u t they  w an t to  kick. Of course they  do 
n o t w an t any  “s trap s” p n  them . B u t if one de­
sires to  pull a load  a  few  strap s are very  helpful.

3. I t is not brazen  effron tery . Some are em ­
boldened by sp iritua l pride, an d  th e ir  highest m o­
tive is to  parade th e ir  lack.
I I .  T h e  H ig h e s t  S p ir it u a l  L ib e r t y  C a n  B e

E n j o y e d  i n  t h e  E x p e r ie n c e  of F u l l  S a l ­
v a t io n . “ W h ere  th e  S p ir it  o f  th e  L o rd  is 
th e r e  is  l ib e r ty .”

A careful observation  of the  experiences of the  
disciples before an d  a f te r  P en tecost w ill convince 
anyone th a t the bap tism  w ith  the  H oly  Ghost 
is th e  g reat libera ting  in s tru m en t in our lives. 
W ith o u t H im  in our hearts, there  can be no full 
liberty .
I I I .  T h e r e  A re M a n y  C o n d it io n s  o f L if e  a n d

H ear t  W h ic h  M a k e s  S p ir it u a l  L ib e r t y  
I m p o s s ib l e . A m ong th em  are,

1. L iv ing  below the  com m on in tu itio n s of 
m oral righ t. I f  one behaves him self irf any 
unseem ly m anner, an d  fo rfe its the confidence of 
those w ho know  him , his liberty  (especially 
in th e  presence of those persons) is necessarily 
h indered . T he know ledge o f b roken  confidence is 
sure to  in terfere w ith  a free exercise of his gifts.
I f  one w an ts  liberty  a t  all tim es, he m ust pay  the 
price of it  by living above reproach.

2. G rieving the H o ly  S p irit in conscience. T he 
doing of any  questionable th ings, o r the  rem is- 
ness of any  know n d u ty , are  alike deadly  to sp ir­
itual liberty .

( 1 7 )

3. Forcing u n n a tu ra l d em onstra tions im pairs 
one’s liberty . W e have know n persons to  get in to  
aw ful bondage th rough  stra ined  efforts to appear 
sp iritual, to forced shouts, etc. I t  ill behooves any 
soul to try  to ape an o th er in sp iritual dem o n stra ­
tions. Be yourself, be n a tu ra l, in the H oly G host.

4. Severely curbing one’s em otions is a p t to 
grieve the  Sp irit and  destroy  one’s liberty . W hen 
the  soul is flooded w ith  joy , and  the well of em o ­
tion  w ould spring up, do n o t h inder it— let it 
flow as high as it w i l l ! W hen im pressed to  speak 
of the  th ings of G od, to  exhort, to  publicly p ray , 
to  raise the  hand , if there  is no revealed reason 
fo r not doing so, do the  th ing  w hich you are  led 
to  do. Else you m ay form  hab its of checking the  
d ra ft on the S p irit’s fire, and  thereby  p u t it  out.

T H E  T W O  B A P T I S M S

H . J . S u t t o n  

(M a tt. 3:11)
M uch said abo u t bap tism : I t  is confusion of 

in ten tion  to  the  w o rld ; the  ou tw ard  sign of an 
in w ard  w o rk ; signifying th a t  we have renounced 
th e  w o rld ; th a t  w e have been buried w ith  C hrist 
and  resurrected  to  newness of life.

M any  will run  you dow n to  give you  the  first 
— b u t n o t m ention  the second. T he first poin ted  
to  the  second.

I . D if f e r e n c e s  B e t w e e n  B a p t is m s

1. T w o persons baptizing 
Jo h n — Jesus.

2. T w o Baptism s
W ater— the H oly G host.

3. T w o tenses 
P resen t— F utu re .

4. T w o results
R epentance, w ashing, pardon . 
S anctification , purging, p u rity .

5. T he Persons
O nly those receiving the first were eligi­

ble fo r the second.
I I . T h e  B a p t is m  of  J o h n

T h a t of repentance (M ark  1 :4 ).
1. Confession (M a tt. 3 :5 , 6).
2. F aith  (Jo h n  3 :36 ).
3. Rem ission (M ark  1 :4).
4. R egeneration  (Jo h n  3 :36 ).
5. K now ledge of th is (L uke 1 :77).
6. L ooked fo rw ard  to  the  Baptism  w ith  the 

H oly  G host ( te x t).
I I I .  T h e  B a p t is m  o f J e s u s

T h a t o f H oly  G host fire
1. C om plete the  w ork  of Salvation  (in 

in itia l s ta g es) .
16 com m ands— 18 inspired p rayers in the 

Bible fo r this.
2. Purging of the  h ea rt (A cts 15:8, 9).
3. Fullness of the  S p irit (A cts 2 :4 ) .
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T he purging of the heart and  the fulness 
of the Sp irit are the negative and posi­
tive parts  of the  same w ork of grace. 
T hey are sta ted  separa te ly  fo r the  sake 
of clearness. T here are n o t three blessings 
— ju st tw o !

4. E quipm ent for holy living (Acts 1 :8 ). 
“ Be.” O ur need is not go-ers, nor do-ers, 
nor say-ers, bu t “be ers.” T his first and  
the others will follow.

5. Q ualification for w itness-bearing  (Acts 
1 :8).

6. F itness for heaven (H eb. 12:14; 1 Jo h n  
4 :17 ).

Conclusion:
Jo h n — Jesus 
B irth— B aptism  
P ard o n — P u rity  

“ Ye m ust be born  again"
“ Be ye holy, for I am  ho ly ”

T H E  E X H A U S T E D  R E S O U R C E S  O F  D E IT Y
R oy L. H ollenback

T e x t : H eb. 10:26, 27.
W e shall notice, first,

I . G o d’s O n l y  E x p e d ie n t  o r S a l v a t io n . “ O ne
sacrifice for sin .”

1. W ilful sin fo rfeits hope in th is sacrifice. 
Sinning w ilfully “against the know ledge of the 
t r u th ” closes this, the  only door of hope.

2. W ilful sinning against th is sacrifice consti­
tu tes one before G od as an  “ adversa ry .” Such a 
soul is allied w ith  S atan  and  the  forces of hell.

Let us see then ,
I I . T h e  A l t e r n a t iv e  to  t h i s  E x p e d i e n t . I t  is,

“A certain  fearfu l looking for of judgm ent 
an d  fiery indignation  w hich shall destroy  
the adversaries.”

1. “ C erta in ” judgm ent.
2. “ F earfu l” judgm ent.
3. P rem on ito ry  judgm ent. “ Looking for of 

jud g m en t.”
4. “ F ie ry ” judgm ent. “ F iery  ind ignation .”
5. According to v. 29, th is judgm ent is to  be 

sorer th an  an unp itied  death  under M oses’ law, 
being answ erable to  the  three m ost das ta rd ly  sins 
of w hich we are capable, nam ely, (1) Rejecting 
C h rist; (2) Sacrilege against the b lood of a to n e ­
m en t; (3) Resisting the  H oly  Spirit.
I n  C o n c l u s io n : Let me enforce upon you th a t 

God does n o t have various w ays to  save m an ­
kind. H e has only one w ay — and  Jesus Christ 
is th a t  w ay. W hen you have persisten tly  and 
finally closed to  yourself th a t  channel of m ercy, 
you are lost w ithou t d oub t o r chance! T here is 
no o th er expedient. Y ou are going to  be saved 
by personal faith  in Jesus C hrist or no t a t all. 
I appeal to  vou ton igh t to  find  sa lvation  in 
H im !

I L L U S T R A T I V E  M A T E R IA L

Com piled  by  J .  G l e n n  G o u l d  

T h e  W a y  o f  E sc a p e

T raveling  th rough  the m oun ta in s of N orw ay , 
or in o th er rugged countries, I have often  looked 
a t the forbidding barrier of m ou n ta in s in front 
and w ondered  where the  road  could find a way 
th rough  the  great ram p art. The opening w ould 
not disclose itself until we were alm ost up  against 
the  face of the  cliff. T hen the ro ad  w ound  its 
w ay th rough  the  pass. T he pass w as alw ays 
there, no m a tte r  how  lo fty  or rugged the m o u n ­
tains. So for the tem pted  soul there  is a lw ays 
a w ay out, a w ay of escape, if he w ill take  it. 
All th a t tem p ta tio n  can do is to  presen t to a 
m an a choice, and let him decide w hether he will 
low er and  degrade himself or conquer the te m p ­
ta tio n  and  decorate him self. T em p ta tio n  i.-> 
m an ’s o p p o rtu n ity  for evil o r fo r good. Of i t ­
self, it is no th ing  until connected  to  the will of 
m an.— D r . C. E. M a c a r t n e y .

M y M ea t is to  D o  H is  W ill

A m an whose heart is really  in a thing alw ays 
has a large su rp lus in his doing. T here is a wide 
m argin  a ro u n d  the lim its of his necessary tasks. 
He is so full of the th ing  th a t he inev itab ly  runs 
over on all sides. There, for instance, are tw o  
studen ts of chem istry. One of them  goes th rough  
the tex tbooks and lectures because his course of 
s tudy  requires it. H e learns w h at is set him , 
while he w ould much ra th e r  be study ing  the 
classics o r h is to ry ; and  he passes his exam inations 
w ithou t censure, b u t w ithou t special credit. Y ou 
ask the  professor about the o th er s tuden t, and 
his eye kindles. “T h a t fe llo w ! W hy, chem istry 
is m eat an d  d rink  to  him . I t  is h a rd  fo r me to 
give him  enough to  do. H e keeps ahead of the  
lectures all the  tim e.” A nd as you  w atch  the 
young m an, you see th a t  he is fo rever hanging 
ab o u t the  chemical lecture room . H e is on in ti­
m ate term s W 'ith  th e  professor. H e stays a f te r  
hours, and asks questions. Y ou go to his room , 
and  you find th a t he has set up a lab o ra to ry  of 
his ow n, and  is dabb ling  in acids and  working 
over re to rts  every spare m om ent he can get I t 
is ju st as m uch his d u ty  as his fellow s tu d e n t’s to 
com plete the  chem ical course; b u t the d u ty  is 
m eat to  him , while it is m ere d rudgery  to the 
other.

Y ou recognize the  sam e difference in the relig­
ious life of tw o  m en. T here is one of them  w ho 
never fails in any d u ty , so fa r as you can d is­
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cover. H is co n tribu tions are regularly  given, he 
is regularly  presen t a t  th e  services of the  church, 
he is punctilious in doing the w ork  assigned him , 
he is regular in fam ily  w orship. Do n o t u n d e r­
stand  me 10 despise all this. F a r  from  it. I t is 
excellent, p ra isew orthy , and th e  m an is w o rth y  
of high respect and  confidence. A nd y e t you 
miss in him  the sense of exuberance. Y ou do n o t 
feel th a t d u ty  m oves under an overm astering  
pressure. N o enthusiasm  seems to  get in to  his 
accurately  d raw n  squares of m oral obligation. He 
rem inds you of a  neat, tigh tly  m ade cask, which 
gives ou t its  contents a t  ju st such a po in t an d  a t 
ju st such a  ra te  w hen you tu rn  the  faucet. B ut 
now  an d  th en  you m eet a m an w ho rem inds you 
of one of those w ayside reservoirs which you 
come upon now  and  then  on coun try  roads. Y ou 
h ear the  gurgle of the  s tream  as it comes dow n 
from  the  hill above the  road , m ingling w ith  the  
voice of the  breezy pines, and  runn ing  in to  its 
reservoir w ith  a cu rren t th a t  keeps the  w a te r  fo r­
ever trem bling  an d  bubbling , an d  the  old, mossy 
trough  is a lw ays b rim m in g ; there  are alw ays 
little  stream s trickling dow n the  sides and  fo rm ­
ing pools underneath , and  here and  there you 
find a crevice w here a je t comes spou ting  ou t u n ­
der the  strong pressure w hich strains the oaken 
sides. So you find th is m an equally  punctilious 
w ith  th e  o ther, yet m ore th a n  punctilious, doing 
all th a t  is required, y e t bubbling  over in to  spon­
taneous activ ity , carry ing  in to  the form s of du ly  
som ething w hich fills them  o u t and  m akes the  
du ties them selves look richer.— D r . M a r v in  R. 
V in c e n t .

F i r s t  B e  R e c o n c i le d

A lm ost all lovers of a r t  are fam iliar w ith  L eon­
ardo  da Vinci’s g rea t p ictu re , “T he L ast S upper.” 
H is b iographer tells us th a t  while a t w o rk  on his 
great m asterpiece the  a r tis t  quarre led  w ith  a m an 
and  vow ed to  take  vengeance upon him . W hile 
in th is vengeful m ood he sketched th e  face of 
Ju d a s ;  b u t when he s ta rted  to  p a in t the  face of 
the  M aste r he found  th a t  he could n o t give it 
the  expression he so desired un til he had  gone to 
the  m an against whom  he had vow ed vengeance 
an d  sought his forgiveness. W hen th is  had  been 
done he was able to  finish the  p ictu re . The H oly 
C om m union can be m arred  fo r you by a grudge 
or o th er sin. “ F irst be reconciled to  th y  b ro ther, 
an d  then  come and  offer th v  g ift.”— D r . G . B . F. 
H a l l o c k .

(19)

T h e  V a lu e  o f  a  S o u l

D uring  the W orld 's F a ir in Chicago there  w as 
one place in the M anufac tu rers and  L iberal A rts 
Building— in the  T iffany exhibit— th a t one could 
never approach , day  or n ight, w hen the  building 
w as open because of the great crow'd gathered 
a round  it. I w as there tim e and  tim e and tim e 
again, b u t never could get a t the  place; I alw ays 
h ad  to  stan d  on tip to e  and  look over the heads 
of the  crow d. W h at were they  looking a t?  
N oth ing  b u t a  cone of purple velvet revolving 
upon an axis, and to w ard  th e  apex of the  cone a 
large, beau tifu l d iam ond of a lm ost priceless 
w orth . I t  w as w'ell w orth  looking a t. I have 
never recalled th a t  scene b u t the th o u g h t has 
come to  me th a t the single soul of the  raggedest 
pauper on the  streets, of the m ost degraded 
w om an, of the  m ost igno ran t boy o r girl on the 
s treet, is of infinitely m ore value in G od’s sight 
th an  ten  thousand  gems like th a t.— D r . R . A. 
T orrf.y .

R e s t in g  U n d e r  B u r d e n s

A few years ago while clim bing the  g ray  slopes 
of L ebanon on a fiery ho t a fternoon  in Ju ly , I 
came to the vicinity  of a lim e-kiln w here men 
w ere em ployed in gathering  tho rns from  the 
rocky m ountainside, rolling them  in to  huge bales 
half as large as a  cartload  of hay  and  then  carry ­
ing these sw aying prickly burdens to  the  lim e­
kiln half a mile aw ay. N o m ore try ing , u n a t­
trac tive  occupation could be conceived of than  
the cu tting  and hauling and carry ing  of these 
d ry  an d  d u sty  prickles on th a t  waterless, treeless, 
barren  slope under the blazing Syrian  sun. W hile 
th ink ing  th a t  such labor and  to il seemed alm ost 
too heavy  for the hum an  fram e to bear, my a t ­
ten tion  w as caught by one of the  huge thorn  
bundles m otionless by the  wayside and  to  my 
h e a r t’s delight there  lay  the  th o rn -g a th e re r  asleep 
by the side of and  under the shadow  of his b u r ­
den ! I have never ceased to w onder who taugh t 
him  th a t secret of bearing his burden of thorns.

T h a t p icture, instead  of fading from  m y m em ­
ory , has become to  me a little  parable of life. 
“ E very  m an m ust bear his ow n bu rden .” Some 
of us have burdens of responsibility  as parents, 
as m asters, as teach e rs ; o thers have burdens of 
infirm ities, of tem pta tions, of poverty , of s tu m ­
blings. E ach heart has its ow n burden  an d  there 
are  sure to  be tim es w hen the burden grow s al­
m ost too heavy  to  be borne. M any  a tim e I 
have said to  m y ow n heart: “ Do as the  th o rn -  
ga therer tau g h t y o u ,” and  often I have to ld  m y
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parable to  o ther b u rden -bearers an d  have urged 
them , “ D rop  yo u r burden for a w hile and  learn 
to  rest under its  shadow .”— D r . F. E . H o s k i n s .

O n ly  O n e  G o s p e l

Do you n o t agree th a t we do no t have need of 
any  “new gospel” w ith which to  win th is w eary, 
sinning w orld?  Y ou will recall th a t a few years 
ago there  w as created  a considerable s tir  by the 
publication  of a booklet w ritten  by a noted  
schoolm an, the  booklet being entitled , “T he New 
R eligion.” I ts  com ing w as hailed w ith  m any a 
tru m p e t. We hurried  to  the  book stores fo r it, 
im m ediately a fte r  its publication . B ut lo, there  
was noth ing  new  abou t i t ! T he au th o r had  b o r ­
row ed its  im p o ten t p la titudes from  the G reek 
philosophers, and  it was as a rid  as the desert of 
Sahara. Carlyle w as righ t w hen he called all 
such gospels “ the  gospels of d ir t .” T hey  have no 
dynam ic, no adequate  pow er, no redeem ing and 
regenerative pow er. C hrist crucified is the  pow er 
of God in w inning th e  w orld to  him , and  there 
is no o ther pow er th a t can do it. T he u n b ea r­
able yoke upon men is sin. The prim ary  tragedy 
of the w orld is no t ignorance, bad  as ignorance 
is, nor is it  poverty  an d  poor wages. T he p r i­
m ary  tragedy  of th is w orld is sin, an d  m a n ’s 
fundam enta l need is the  need of a  Savior and 
R edeem er from  sin. In  C hrist an d  in H im  alone 
we have once fo r all, th a t adequate  Savior, 
C hrist crucified, the  pow er of God.— D r . G. W. 
T r u e t t .

T h e  A ir  w e  B r e a th e  is L o v e

Shelley has a phrase w hich expresses th e  a t ­
m osphere of Je su s’ k ingdom  of God, w hen he 
speaks of “ realm s w here the a ir we b rea the  is 
love.” W e see a fish ou t of w ater apparen tly  
gasping for b reath . I t  dies from  to o  m uch air, 
and from  air com ing to  it in a form  it  cannot 
utilize. F ran k ly , how  would you and  I fare in 
“realm s w here the  air we breathe is love”— such 
love as the N ew  T estam ent po in ts to  in the cross 
on C a lv a ry ?  Could we do business in i t?  Or 
are  we accustom ed to  only such d ilu ted  quan tities 
th a t we should be fisih ou t of w a te r  in an office 
o r a fac to ry  o r  a  store w here it w as the  a tm o s­
phere? C ould we function  as citizens in i t?  Or 
are  we so used to national selfishness and  p e r­
sonal self-interest in form ing our opinions on 
public questions, th a t we should gasp for b rea th?  
Could we w ork  and  w orship in a church p e rv ad ­
ed by it ? Or are we so h ab itu a ted  to  the  vastly 
reduced am oun ts of the redem ptive sp irit of 
C hrist th a t percolate th rough  the  churches w ith

w hich we are fam iliar, th a t we should  be entirely  
ou t of our elem ent in a congregation  w hich 
th o u g h t seriously w ith  the m ind of Jesus and  
spent itself w ith H is self-giving to  b ring  lives 
under H is m astery  ? A nd th is  is only  an o th er 
w ay of asking: C ould we breathe  in G od, w ho is 
love as C hrist w as lov e?— D r . H e n r y  S l o a n e  

C o f f i n .

T h e  G u ilty  C o n s c ie n c e  N e e d s  n o  A c c u s e r

T he guilty  m ind is in to rm e n t w ith o u t con­
fession. A m an was killed in W est V irginia. He 
w as last seen to  leave a saloon w ith  tw o  bro thers 
w ho h ad  a sho tgun  w ith them . One of these 
b ro thers w as found  a t  hom e asleep an d  the o ther 
could n o t be found. The first b ro th e r was tried  
an d  convicted  upon c ircum stan tia l evidence and 
given a  life sentence. H e stead fas tly  m ain tained  
his innocence. Seventeen years  la te r  the  o th er 
b ro th e r confessed to  an officer in O klahom a th a t  
he h ad  com m itted  the  m u rd er a f te r  his b ro th er 
h ad  left h im  and  the o th e r  m an , an d  th a t  his 
innocent b ro th er was serving a life sentence in 
W est V irginia. H e was b ro u g h t back to  M ingo 
C ounty . T he b ro th er w as b ro u g h t from  the  pen i­
ten tia ry  to  the courthouse. A t th e  un iting  of the  
tw o  b ro thers , which w as extrem ely  pathetic , the  
younger said, “ B ro ther, I have done you a  great 
w'rong. Y ou have been in prison, b u t I have been 
in hell for seventeen years.”— D r . G. W . M c D a n ­

ie l .

T he constan t d u ty  of every m an  to  his fel­
low s is to  ascerta in  his ow n pow ers and  special 
gifts, a n d  to  s treng then  them  fo r the  help of 
o thers.— J o h n  R u s k i n .

+ ---------------------------------------------- --------------------------+

R IG H T  W IT H  G O D  

G r e n v ille  K le ise r

If y o u ’re r ig h t  w ith  G od ,
T h e n  c o m e  w h a t  m a y ,

W ith  p e r fe c t  fa ith
Y o u  c a n  fa c e  to d a y . 5

If y o u ’re r ig h t w ith  G od ,
T h o u g h  th e  w a y  s e e m s  d im , j 

Y o u  c a n  b r a v e ly  w a lk
A n d  tr u st in  H im . !

If y o u ’re r ig h t w ith  G od ,
Y o u  c a n  b a n ish  fe a r ,

K n o w  a ll is w e ll ,  1
S in c e  H e  is n ea r .

p jn H ..................- ................ *»— " — —«•— 4
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PRACTICAL
M A K IN G  A  M IN IS T E R

P a u l  S. H il l

E  can th in k  of qu ite  a few facto rs 
w hich go a  long w ay to w ard  m aking 
or b reak ing  a  church. B u t the  th ings 

th a t  p ro b ab ly  are  nearest the cen ter of these 
groups are  the  doctrines  an d  the  m inister. Som e­
tim es a  m in ister w ith  a  s trong  personality  will be 
able to  bu ild  up a congregation  even though  he 
does n o t pay  m uch a tte n tio n  to  doctrine. B ut 
his w ork  will lack  the  enduring  quality  of sound 
d octrine , and  w hen he is dead  and  gone his w ork 
will be likely to follow him . On general p rinci­
ples, w e w ould accept a church  th a t  is built 
a ro u n d  sound  doctrine ra th e r  th an  one built 
a ro u n d  a m an  w ith  a  s trong  p e rso n a lity ; because 
w hen the m inister goes o u t of the  p ictu re , the 
doctrines will rem ain, an d  will be the  fo undation  
on w hich the  church can con tinue her program  of 
sa lvation .

C om paring  m inisters an d  doctrine , the  p re fe r­
ence is strong ly  in fav o r of doctrine. M en change 
— tru th  rem ains. M en die— tru th  lives on. M en 
m ay fail an d  sin— tru th  never tu rn s  from  the 
track . M en m ay be called to  an o th er field of 
w ork— tru th  rem ains full force in th e  church. 
A ny m an, who builds a ro u n d  him self ra th er th an  
the  doctrines of his church  is bound , soon or 
la ter, to be d isappoin ted . P ro b a b ly  no m an cuts 
as big a sw ath  as he th inks he does, an d  if he did 
his ab ilities m ust be d im in ished  som ew hat w ith 
the  years, and  b ring  his p ro u d  pow ers in to  the 
dust w'ith the  n a tu ra l consequence of d isappo in t­
m ent. O n the o th er h an d , if he p u ts  his best e f­
fo rts  in to  establishing people in the  doctrines of 
tru th  his declining years will rew ard  him  w ith 
m u ltitu d es of people established in the  faith ,’'still 
carry ing  on the  g lorious b a ttle  w hich he once led.

B ut we know  th a t  the  com bination  of m inister 
an d  doctrine is n o t alw ays easy to  find. Some 
m inisters w ho ev iden tly  are as good as gold do 
n o t seem able to get the  doctrines of the  Bible 
and  th e ir church in to  th e  h ea rts  of the ir  people. 
T h e ir church  does n o t get established. T heir 
m em bers d rift from  the  hom e church  to  every 
new  m ovem ent th a t  comes along. T hey  seem a

(21)

b it dissatisfied, and  are constan tly  looking for 
som ething better. Possibly the  m inister w ho has 
failed at th is po in t should try  to  rectify  it by a 
thorough  exam ination of himself, his serm onizing, 
his m ethods of delivery, his course of reading, his 
w eek-day faithfu lness in calling, the  sub ject m a t­
te r  of his serm ons. H e m ay take  an inven tory  
of him self w ith  the idea of correcting  his ow n 
w ays as a  m inister, an d  if he does this he is like­
ly to  find m uch th a t he can im prove, an d  if he 
builds up his w eak places, and  gives diligence to 
hard  efforts, he w'ill in all p robab ility  have  m ore 
success in building up his church. Failing to take 
th is rigorous m ethod w ith himself, he is liable to 
fall in to  the  tem p ta tio n  of lam basting  the  faithfu l 
few' who rem ain , scold the  d rifters, m ake the  ones 
w ho com e once in a  while feel cheap, em barrass 
the  lone stranger th a t  happens to  a tten d  for the 
first tim e, and  in every w ay m ake bad  m atters 
w orse.

T here is absolu tely  no b e tte r  w ay to  establish 
m en in good w ays of living th an  to  get them  se t­
tled  and  grounded  on the  teachings of Jesus 
C hrist. T he w orld needs a  s ta n d ard  fo r its con­
duct, a guide for its conscience, a law' for its 
behavior, an encouragem ent for its  effort to  be 
good, an explanation  of its hopes of im m orta lity  
and  heaven, a  simple, p rac tica l w ay of sa lva­
tion  from  its burden of sin, a satisfaction  of 
heart in w hat it  believes. T he whole system  of 
society needs the doctrines of the  C hurch as a 
basis for its continuance and  regulation , an d  the 
m inister w ho can get the foundation  for every 
happiness and  sa tisfaction  th a t  society needs 
firm ly laid in the  church where he is pasto r will 
go a long w ay to w ard  building up his church.

T he ideal com bination  of m inister and doctrine 
involves a p reacher w ho preaches the doctrines 
so th a t people can find the  religious experience 
th a t  the  doctrines teach. T o  teach repentance so 
th a t a sinner will repen t, to teach  faith  so th a t 
a hearer m ay exercise it, to  preach the new b irth  
so th a t  a dead soul m ay  be born  again, to teach 
grow th  in grace so th a t  C hristians m ay develop, 
to teach consecration so th a t men m ay in telligent­
ly consecrate th e ir all to  God, to  teach  entire
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sanctification so th a t men m ay get sanctified 
w holly, to  teach Jesus till m en believe in H im , 
to ta lk  of heaven until the redeem ed see it as 
their eternal hom e, to  teach the little  children so 
th a t they  will know  how  to get saved, to  com fort 
the  aged so th a t they  will be sweet in th e ir  de­
clining years, to base every aspect of life on the 
teachings of Jesus is the m in ister’s job.

W e ought to  be able to do these things. W e 
have p len ty  of help. The m ateria l of our gracious 
hym ns, the  scope of Bible texts, the living ex­
am ples of C hristians, the  prom ised pow'er of the 
S p irit— all these, and  m ore, can help establish 
people in the faith , and build  them  up in God. 
T h ink  w h at a great effect the singing of the old 
solid type of hym ns has had  on the m ind of the 
people th rough  the a g e s! T here m ay be a  tem p ­
ta tio n  to  pass them  up for the jingle of a so u th ­
ern sp iritual. T he spiritual m ay have a m es­
sage, b u t fo r the m ost p a r t  it is hidden in the  
catchy air. A nd though it arouses a pleasing 
em otion, it  cannot reach the dep ths of the spirit 
to produce such lasting good as 

“H ow  firm  a foundation , ye sa in ts of the L ord, 
Is laid for y o u r faith , in H is excellent W o rd !”

Give us the o ld-tim e hym ns to  build  up the  
souls of m en. Let us have the great doctrines of 
C hristian ity  preached to  our hearts. L et us know  
how  to live so as to please God. L et us have 
d ep th  and  sense. If  our people are no t well blest 
under our m in istry  we owe it to  them  and to 
ourselves to find the  reason and  correct it.

We have heard evangelists say they  can have 
a revival anyw here. Some w ho have said th is 
have failed to have a revival in some places, and 
we do not th ink  they  were to be blam ed because 
they  d id no t, ne ither do we th in k  the  church 
w here the  m eeting was held W'as alw ays to blam e. 
Some w'ho have failed to  have a revival have 
blam ed the pasto r or the church, and the  pasto r 
and  the church in tu rn  have  blam ed the evangel­
ist. Possibly neither were to  blam e, and  possi­
bly bo th  con tribu ted  to w ard  the failure. The 
fact rem ains th a t some w’ho have revivals in some 
places do  n o t have them  in o thers, and  th a t a n ­
o ther m an has had a revival in the place where 
some otherw ise successful evangelist has failed.

Jesus did no t have a revival everyw here H e 
w ent. H e had  all the  qualifications for evangel­
ism, m ethods, personality , pow er, p rayer, tru th , 
sincerity, discernm ent, love, sim plicity  of speech, 
everyth ing, and  yet in some places there  was no 
great revival. T he man possessed w ith the  legion

(22)

of dem ons healed, a large d rove  of hogs drow ned , 
an angry  populace, w as all H e gathered  in o m  
place and  in o thers H e could do no m igh ty  w o rk ^

T here  are tw o lines of th in k in g  th a t  cluster 
a ro u n d  revivals. One is th e  pow er of G od, the 
o ther the ac tiv ity  of m an. Some, w'ho allow  th a t 
G od will n o t convert m en w ith o u t h um an  in s tru ­
m en ta lity , stress the h um an  elem ent till we w ould  
alm ost believe th a t  m en alone could convert men 
w ithou t G od in it a t all. O thers seem to  th in k  
th a t  m en are useless to  convert m en, an d  th a t 
G od m ust do it all, and  th a t  if th ey  p ra y  hard  
G od will do all the rest of the w ork . It seems 
to  us th a t  bo th  God and  m en are necessary to 
any g reat revival of religion. T here  is a prepar­
a tion  fo r  conversion  th a t  engages b o th  G od and 
men. M a n ’s p a rt is to set the  s ta n d ard  of liv ­
ing so h igh  th a t it  canno t be reached w ithou t 
conversion, till they  see the  need of a change of 
heart. W e believe th a t th is  ac tion  on the p a r t 
of the  church will be laid ho ld  of by  the  Spirit, 
and  th u s the sinner will be p repared  fo r conver­
sion. B ut th a t does n o t a lw ays m ean th a t  he 
will be converted.

R evivals come from  the “presence o f the L o rd .” 
Unless there is the presence of the L ord  there 
will be no revival. T here  m ay  be none th e i^  
Jesus alw ays had the presence of the  L ord , bu* 
d id n o t alw ays have revivals. C an a preacher 
have a revival anyw here, any  tim e ? A preacher 
m ay have the  presence of the L ord  any  tim e, an y ­
where, an d  in th a t a tm osphere he will have- re ­
vivals if he can have them  a t all. N o ab ility  of 
the evangelist, no m ethod, no set of revival 
serm ons, no advertising, no am o u n t of h um an  
ac tiv ity  can b ring  a  revival w ith o u t the presence 
of the  L ord . On the o th er han d , if God is pres­
ent a rev ival is likely to  come any tim e to  any 
place, even though  th e re  is b u t little  p lann ing  for 
it on the part of the  church.

W hen the  L o rd  went w ith  H is ark  in to  the 
land of the  Philistines there  w as no revival in 
P hilistia. The god of the  Philistines fell off his 
pedestal and  b roke h is hands and  feet. Some 
of the Philistines were plagued w ith sores. F ear 
came on the  place, b u t there  w as no revival. 
T here m ight have been if the Philistines had  
obeyed God. B ut they  sham m ed the  m a tte r  over 
an d  sent the a rk  aw ay  from  them .

D ow n in E g y p t m any  signs and  w onders were 
perfo rm ed , b u t there was no great revival a m o n a  
the  E gyptians. T he Israelites got stirred  up tf l 
a high p itch  of fa ith , and  a few E gyp tians who 
feared the L o rd  b ro u g h t th e ir  ca ttle  in to  the
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barn  an d  saved thorn from  the storm . B ut 
am ong  I he m ass of E gyp tians there was no great
hevival.

In  G adara  there  was a stir. Jesus was present. 
T here was a change, b u t no g rea t revival.

Som etim es the presence of the L ord  is in ju d g ­
m ent. Som etim es H e w alks th ro u g h  the  cam p 
w ith the d raw n  sw ord. I t  is n o t a lw ays revivals 
(as we know  them ) th a t  follow H im . Snakes 
cam e out of the w ilderness to  bite. T he ground 
sw allow ed up some w ho w ere offering false fire. 
T he presence of G od m ean t a change of a sad 
and  serious natu re , b u t n o t a revival.

W e m ay have the presence of the L ord  all the 
tim e. rIh a t  is H is prom ise. “ Lo 1 am  w ith  you 
alw ays.’' W e m ay have H im  w hen we go to  the 
regular S unday  m orning service. H is presence 
m ay be displayed in revival pow er, and  some 
m ay kneel a t the a lta r. H is presence m ay change 
some faltering  C hristian  to a b rave  w arrio r, or 
lift some b u rden  from  the h ea rt of a discouraged 
pilgrim . W e m ay preach our best and  p lan  our 
best w ith th e  full expectation  th a t  th e  presence 
of the L ord  will set. in m otion  all the  p lan  of re­
dem ption , an d  tha t all grace will flow during  the 
d ivine v isitation .

Once in a while we hear of a m inister who has 
surrendered  his credentials to his assem bly, or 
conference. T h a t m eans th a t  his certificate of 
o rd in a tio n  has been taken  from  him  for some 
cause. W c alw ays feel so rry  fo r th a t  person, and  
pray  for him .

B ut we are th ink ing  of th a t  o th er k ind  of su r­
rendered credentials. W e are  th ink ing  of those 
m en w ho are in good stan d in g  in th e ir church, 
and  have excellent re la tions w ith  the  assemblies, 
and th e ir b re th ren  in th e  m in istry , b u t who, a l­
though  they  are in the  active m in istry , have su r­
rendered  their certificate of o rd ination , th a t cer­
tificate th a t  G od w rote on the ir h earts when He 
said, "L o  I have choscn you, an d  o rdained you, 
th a t ye should go an d  b ring  fo rth  fru it, and  th a t 
y our fru it should rem ain .” T h is m ost precious 
an d  inclusive com m ission they  have surrendered 
to the  ecclesiastical pow ers th a t  be, and  have 
con ten ted  them selves tak in g  orders from  church 
officials ra th e r  than  from  God.

1 th in k  th a t every m in ister tak es for g ran ted  
th a t  the ord ination  w hich the  church  offers him  
is bu t a recognition of th a t  h igher ord ination  
w hich he has a lready  received from  God. By 
a p p ro p ria te  services the “ Call to the m in istry ” is 
recognized by the church, an d  the  m an  is placed
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in a m inisterial relationship  w ith his b rethren , 
bo th  clergy and  lay. To accept th is recognition 
w hich the church  offers him  as of grea ter m ean ­
ing th an  th a t first great com m ission is a m istake. 
N oth ing  of a m inisterial n a tu re  can p roperly  hold 
a h igher place in a m in ister’s heart th an  his call 
to  preach. N o action  of men, even though they 
be his m inisterial b re th ren , can ever supersede 
th a t divine commission.

And yet how  m any there arc who seem more 
concerned ab o u t getting  fixed in a good church 
relation  th an  they  do ab o u t obeying that' first 
great call. T hey alm ost dem and  a place to 
p reach. T hey  w ant a church th a t is all built, 
and  is large enough to  give them  a fair living. 
T hey w an t to  stand  in well w ith  the  big leaders 
of the  church, w ant to be recognized, praised, 
advanced. To us th is whole a ttitu d e  of place 
seeking is sickening and  disgusting. Preaching is 
n o t a self-seeking business. I t  is no t a faw ning, 
palavering , boot licking business, th a t  seeks only 
to  get in to  the  good graces of some higher up. 
P reaching is a divine com m ission, a challenge to 
the  best there is in us. W hen we see these things 
we feel th a t there has been a surrendering  of 
credentials. T he certificate of G od’s o rd ination  
has been given up, yielded to  some subtle dem and 
of the devil, a shield of brass has been accepted 
for a shield of gold.

W e seriously d oub t the ability  of anybody  or 
any th ing  to  get a preacher out of divine o rder if 
he stay s close w ith  God, and pays heed to  his 
divine com m ission. Some good men doubtless 
have go tten  out of the will of God for a tim e, to 
their ow n grief, and  the sadness of o thers; b u t of 
the cases of w hich we know' it w as when they 
paid too m uch a tten tio n  to  w hat m en though t 
and  too little  to  w h a t G od said. Some cases are 
extrem e. Against all the feelings and leadings of 
a p reacher’s h e a rt and  conviction he has a l­
lowed himself to be tran sp lan ted  by church m a­
chinery an d  lands in his new' field, or ou t of the 
field en tirely , as flat of spirit as he can be, and 
still feel th a t  he is a child of God. He su rren d ­
ered his commission.

The Bible tells us th a t  there is a crow n of life 
fo r those w ho overcom e. Overcom e w h a t?  W e 
judge it m eans to  overcom e every th ing  th a t  h in ­
ders our full obedience to God. If  G cd has given 
us the preaching job then  let us do it.

Lest some th in k  w'e are revo lu tionary , we 
w ould like to  testify  to  the  great help and  bless­
ing th a t has come to us through  the m inisterial
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relation  w ith  the  church. W c canno t com pute it. 
T he fellowship is sweet and  sacred, b u t w e have 
found th a t we h ad  to  die to  self to  get sanctified, 
and  we died to  the good b re th ren  in the  church 
m ore th an  once, in o rder to m ain ta in  our m in ­
istry  as we felt G od w ould have us carry  it  on.

W hatever happens let us n o t su rrender our d i­
vine commission.

I m et a  m inister tod ay  who has charge of a 
large church, or ra th e r  is in charge w ith  ano ther 
m inister, for the church is so large th a t  tw o  m in ­
isters are required  to  do the w ork, and  they  are 
aided in m any  details by a  corps of secretaries. 
The m inister w ith  w hom  I w as speaking tod ay  
b roadcasts his serm on every Sunday  m orning, 
a n d  beside preaching to  a full house is m u ltip ly ­
ing his usefulness m any tim es in th a t  w ay. In  
our chat, which to o k  place on a street corner, he 
to ld  me of a m an w ho twice th is w in ter had  
th rea tened  suicide. H e was ou t of w ork , d is­
couraged, dow nhearted . L istening to  the  serm on 
over the  radio he was b rough t back to  God, and  
in the increase of his n ew -found  assurance and 
hope was able to  m ake a business connection th a t  
placed him  again in a position to earn a living 
for himself and  fam ily.

As our b ro th e r  m inister to ld  of his serm on on 
courage and  the  result in a discouraged hom e his 
face glow ed w ith  a heavenly  light. H is eyes 
show ed a tear, and  his s trong  face w orked  w ith 
em otion . H e w as happy  to  have w on a soul for 
his M aster. H e evidences a feeling th a t  he had  
accom plished the  great aim  of his m inistry . He 
had w on a m an fo r Gcd.

As I p a rted  from  m y friend I felt the  bigness 
of his heart. H e was bigger th an  the deta ils of 
his w ork, bigger th an  his study , bigger th an  his 
serm on of Sunday  m orning. H e h ad  passed 
th rough  m uch. H is experiences a t the fro n t d u r ­
ing the  w ar had  affected him  physically. H is d e ­
nom ination  has placed m any trifling  cares upon 
him . C hurch loyalty  b rought m any  th ings over 
w hich a sm aller m an would have fussed. He has 
kep t tru e  to  the vision th a t had  come w ith  his 
call to the m inistry .

T he grea t object of the  C hristian  is d u ty ;  his 
p redom inan t desire, to  obey God. W hen he can 
please the  w orld  consistently  w ith  these, he will 
do s o ; o therw ise it  is enough fo r h im  th a t God 
com m ands, and  enough for them  th a t he canno t 
disobey.— G a r d in e r  S p r in g .

T H E  E V A N G E L IS T

A. S. L o n d o n

SU N D A Y  school evangelism  em braces the  re­
vival m eeting. The revival is logical, n a t ­
ural, inev itable and , w hen p roperly  con­

ducted , successful. In  n a tu re  it  corresponds to 
the  harvest, b u t it is no m ore of a d e tached  or 
unre la ted  th ing  th an  the  harvest. T he harvest 
of an y  k ind  of a crop is n o t an  accident. The 
harVest is the climax of a  process. N a tu re ’s 
m ethod  is a process w ith  a clim ax. T h is is G od’s 
m ethod , and  it is tru e  in grace as it  is in na tu re .

The revival m eeting is the  clim ax of seed-sow ­
ing. T he Old T estam ent is a book of revivals. 
T he p rophets were national evangelists. T hey 
called the  people to repentance an d  to  w orks of 
righteousness. T he N ew  T estam en t is also a 
book of revivals. Jo h n  the  B ap tis t in troduced  a 
revival a f te r  a long religious d e a rth . Jesus w as a 
revivalist. H e em phasized doing the will of 
G od today .

T he apostles were evangelists. The h isto ry  of 
the  C hurch is a h isto ry  of rev ivals and  evangel­
ists. R evivals b reak  up the  m on o to n y  by in tro ­
ducing th e  unusual. T hey  open up avenues for 
C hristian  service. T he rev ival concen tra tes on 
one th in g — th e  w inning of m en an d  w om en, boys 
and  girls to  Jesus C hrist. T he evangelist calls 
young m en an d  w om en to  im m ediate  action  in 
tu rn in g  to the  Savior.

T he evangelist ought to be a specialist. He 
should  know  as m uch as the  p as to r, and  more. 
H e is a specialist in fu ndam en ta l things of the  
m in istry , an d  should  have the best of tra in ing . 
The C hurch needs no t few er but m ore and bette r 
evangelists. T he evangelist an d  th e  revival m ee t­
ing a re  necessary in the  p rog ram  of Sunday  
school evangelism . B u t they  canno t take  the 
place of all evangelism  in the  S unday  school. 
T he effect is n o t wholesom e w hen such conditions 
exist. T he Sunday  school is the im p o rtan t p a rt 
of the  evangelistic field. The revival rare ly  
reaches beyond its b oundary  line.

T here is no o th er k ind  of C hristian  w ork  w hich 
m akes g rea ter dem ands upon the sp iritua l, in te l­
lectual, an d  physical a tta in m en ts , th an  does th a t 
of the  evangelistic field. In  o rder fo r a person 
to  m eet these dem ands there  is requ ired  an  ex­
ceedingly high ty p e  of C hristian  character and 
experience. T here ought to be in tellectual tra in ­
ing, w isdom , and com m on sense to present the 
gospel successfully, an d  a  physical v ita lity  th a t  
can m eet difficult an d  try in g  conditions.
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The fun d am en ta l requirem ent of the evangelist 
is a v ital, personal religious experience. T here is 
ho su bstitu te  for th is one requ irem ent. Jesus 
C hrist is to be to every evangelist, the W ay, the 
T ru th , and  the  Life. H e is to be the em bodim ent 
of the gospel he seeks to  reveal to  o thers. H e is 
to be a represen ta tive  of the C hristian  religion. 
He is to use no clap tra p  m ethods. T here ought 
not to  be any  question concerning his m oral life. 
He m ust live above suspicion.

T he evangelist should  pay  particu la r a tten tio n  
to his personal appearan ce ; be absolu tely  honest 
in all business dealings; practice self-contro l, and 
be intelligently  alert. He should have a sense of 
h u m o r; be able to  mix an d  m ingle w ith all 
classes of so c ie ty ; be free from  feelings of su ­
perio rity , and  clean in his social and  personal 
hab its. T he evangelist w'ho is know'n to  be 
tricky  in his m ethods will not long be tru s ted  by 
the public.

The evangelist m ust deal w ith  the  fact of sin 
in the special revival m eeting. H e has before 
him  lives in the m aking. T o  young people sin 
does not seem  very bad, because few of them  
have seen th e  finished p ro d u c t. Indeed , some 
fine young people th ink  th a t  tem p o ra ry  ind u l­
gence of som e form s of sin ad d s spicc to  life. 
T h e y  are afra id  people will th in k  them  to be 
prudish , so they  flirt w ith  sin.

The evangelist ought to  preach  in such a m an ­
ner as will show th a t sin begins its siege early in 
life on S unday  school pupils. H e m ust preach 
th a t sin h a u n ts  and tem pts m an un til death . Sin 
d im s the vision of G od, w eakens principles, low ­
ers ideals in the lives of young  people, destroys 
the capacity  for life's best an d  highest things, 
closes the  Bible, w recks one’s fu tu re  and  defeats 
life’s best endeavor.

T he evangelist m ust p roclaim  a gospel th a t 
will deliver from  all sin, and seek fo r im m ediate 
action  in the lives of young  people in tu rn ing  to 
the  Savior. P asto r and teachers have sow n the 
seed, and  the revival is to  reap the harvest. T he 
evangelist m ust seek the co-opera tion  of pastor, 
teachers and  personal w orkers in saving the  p u ­
pils w ho are lost. H e is to  preach  C hrist so the 
children will find H im . H e is to  teach the  young 
people to have a ho rro r for sin and  to  avoid  w ith  
firm  resolu tion  all its form s an d  defilem ents.

T he evangelist m ust preach repen tance. M any 
young  people have an erroneous notion  of just 
Iwhat is involved in repentance. T hey  th in k  th a t  
being so rry  for w rong doing is all the re  is to re­
pen tance . They m ust be m ade to  see th a t god­

ly sorrow  for sin is no t adequate  unless it is 
radical. T here are tw o w ords in the  N ew  T esta ­
m ent tran s la ted  ‘’repen t.” One m eans a  rev u l­
sion of feeling. Ju d a s  repented, bu t he d id no t 
go to the  person he had  in ju red . T he o ther 
w ord used for repentance goes fa r deeper, c a rry ­
ing w ith  it a change of m ind, an d  a com plete 
change in the  whole life. H e is to  preach a con­
version w hich changes the w hole character. He 
is not to use such high pressure m ethods as will 
bring too much em otion and too  little  rational 
and  volitional pow ers of the life.

The evangelist m ust preach and urge young 
people to  seek and ob ta in  the experience of entire 
sanctification. H e m ust show th a t holiness is 
soundness and  wholeness, and  is to the sp iritual 
life w hat higher education  is to the intellectual 
life. I t  is the highest and  best for the soul life. 
H e m ust cause y ou th  to u nderstand  th a t  it is 
heart p u rity  and  not m atu rity  in C hristian  ex­
perience. I t  produces holy character. It gives 
a reverence in the life, and  extends to  the  whole 
life in character an d  conduct. H e ought to teach 
th a t th is experience can be lost by carelessness, 
neglect, or sin.

The evangelist m ust guard  h is w ords so as not 
to m ake rash  sta tem ents. H e should no t ride 
certain  hobbies of his ow n th ink ing . He m ust be 
tender, a p rophet, teacher, and C hristian . He 
m ust have a com passion for the  discouraged p a r ­
ents, love for the  little children, and  patience w ith 
all. H is message should be brief, clear, d irect, 
and  deal w ith  fundam en ta l things. H e m ust urge 
all C hristians to  church m em bership, and  show 
th a t the  best way to  fix religion in character and 
m ake it practical is to  set it to  useful service.

C A P IT A L IZ IN G  O N  Y O U R  S P A R E T IM E  
R E A D IN G

B a s il  M il l e r

T H E  task  o f every grow ing m inister calls 
h im  to  the  realm  of books. T here is no 
escaping the  fact th a t  if we w ould  develop 

o ur intellectual abilities, and we m ust recognize 
th a t  the  foundation  of our w ork  is the intellect, 
we m u st constan tly  be living w ith  books, l ite ra ­
tu re , th e  Bible. I t  is from  these sources th a t  we 
feed the  m ind so th a t  our pu lp it en trance will 
no t be barren . I f  w e w ould preach well, w e m ust 
read  well, as well as be consistent in those things 
of a m ore sp iritu a l n a tu re . Spurgeon’s saying, 
“T he m an w ho never quo tes will never be q u o t­
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ed,” can be p araphrased  thus, “T he preacher w ho 
never reads will never be read .”

A fter all, to  keep the  m ind  fresh, the  intellect 
keen, the  flow  of language fluent, it  takes con tac t 
w ith  readings of a varied  n a tu re . B ut a fte r  one 
has con tinued  th is course as fa r as his absolute 
pu lp it needs are concerned, there  comes th ^ n e c e s-  
sity  of using the  spare tim e reading to  an ad v a n ­
tage. W ho is th a t  m in ister th a t does n o t know  
the  joy  of reading w holly for re laxation?  W hen 
he is free from  the  dem ands of th e  pu lp it, w hen 
the  sp irit w anes, an d  the body is w eary  w ith  m uch 
com ing and  going, th a t  does n o t like to  tak e  
dow n a favorite  friend, tu rn  th rough  the  la test 
m agazine an d  strike som ething th a t  will rest him , 
body and  soul?

I t  is during  these tim es th a t  one can capitalize 
on his perusal of books, stories an d  articles.

C a p it a l iz in g  Y o u r  A c t iv it ie s  

T he dem ands w hich rest upon us are so g reat 
th a t  w'e m ust look well to  the  b y -p ro d u c ts  of 
all th a t we engage in. These by -p ro d u c ts  can be 
o f inestim able w orth  to  us, if we b u t capitalize 
on them . N otice how  th is can be done. Are you 
o u t in the  field alone for a spell of recreation  
am id  G od’s great o u t-o f-d o o rs?  Suddenly does 
a th o u g h t of the g randeur of n a tu re  strike you, 
an d  of the  m ajesty  of n a tu re ’s G od? T ake out 
y our pencil an d  jo t it dow n. A re you  in the  
busy m aze of c ity  life, visiting some sick friend, 
an d  out of the blue comes an  illu stra tio n  of G od’s 
beneficence? W rite it dow n— tom orrow  in the 
pu lp it th is m ay be the  “w indow  w hich will let 
light in on y our serm on.”

Are you read ing  a sho rt s to ry ?  Suddenly you 
are struck  w ith  a  tr a i t  of the  leading character, 
his charitableness, or his sourness to w a rd  all th a t 
is beau tifu l in life. M a rk  it well. F o r the  m in ­
ister above all else m ust be a v iv id  p o rtra y e r of 
character an d  a delineator of the  hum an  types. 
All th a t  you do will th ro w  in to  the stream  of 
y our th o u g h t grist for y o u r pu lp it mills. Look for 
it and use it.

G r ist  for  Y o u r  P u l p it  M il l s  

Y our spare tim e reading will do th is very th ing  
for you. N a tu ra lly  the m inister enjoys reading 
serm ons by the elite of the  ages. T hen  hide n e a r­
by y our favo rite  a rm chair th a t  volum e w hich is 
s tim ulating  to  the  m ind, relaxing to  the  body . 
O ut of the  blue you find  a new  tex t. D o n o t pass 
it  by, bu t m ark  it  fo r fu tu re  reference. T ake th a t 
recent Scottish p reacher, George H . M orrison , 
whose serm ons bristle so grand ly  w ith  in sp ira ­
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tio n . T hey  are n o t deep nor theological nor do 
they  task  th e  in tellectual capacities w ith  th e i i  
p ro fu n d ity . T hey ocasionally leave a  gem a m i"  
rougher surroundings. F o r instance, w'hile reading 
th a t  excellent volum e, “ H ighw ays of the H e a r t,” 
purely  for relaxation , I w as s truck  w'ith a text 
and  a th o u g h t. H ere it is: T he highest glory fits 
fo r the  m ost m enial service. I t  becam e the  basis 
of o n e 'o f  m y w eekly radio messages. I  w as no t 
seeking for rad io  m aterial in the  form  of such a 
nugget. B u t m y spare tim e grist rolled to w ard  th a t 
end.

Y ears back while reading Jo w e tt, I found  a 
phrase w ith  the  w ords, “ the  dungeons of one’s 
ch arac te r.” N ever before h ad  th e  idea fastened 
itself upon  me. B ut fro m  it cam e a serm on or 
tw o , an d  an  article, la te r  to  be w oven in to  a 
book along w ith  o th er charac te r sketches. Ju s t  
spare tim e ac tiv ity , t h a t  w as all.

F ifteen  years ago a friend  asked me to read  a 
series of books by a p o p u la r w rite r  of the yes ter­
days. I t  b ristled  w ith  illu stra tio n s of character 
achievem ents. H ere an d  there ideas an d  though ts 
raced th ro u g h  one’s m ind. T en  years passed by, 
w ith  th a t  g rist still grow ing upon  me. T he result 
w as th ir ty  or fo rty  in sp ira tional articles, a  book 
of an insp ira tional n a tu re , a scries of in sp ira tio n ^  
addresses to  young people, an d  a  serm on or tw o. 
J u s t  a b y -p ro d u c t of spare tim e reading.

W herever you m ay be you  can  find the same 
grist in y our leisure hours of reading. B u t you 
m ust be a lert to  discovering, p reserving, an d  la ter 
on the  a le rt fo r opportun ities to  use it. Jo w e tt 
m ade it a constan t p ractice to  be on guard  in all 
his readings th a t  never a  telling phrase, a b eau ti­
ful phrase, or a  new  w o rd  a rrangem en t escaped 
his notice. Quickly he w ould  copy them , an d  a t 
the  very  earliest m om ent he w ould  use th em  in 
a serm on, on a  friend, o r th ro w  th em  in to  the 
book he happened  to  be w ork ing  on. F o r this 
reason, th e  gems w hich  flash from  any  one of his 
volum es of serm ons are very  num erous.

R ea d in g  fo r  S e r m o n  O u t l i n e s

T he preacher w ho does n o t read  o th e r’s se r­
m ons, o th e r’s outlines, will no t develop the  ability 
clearly to  outline a serm on, and  n o t m ake it  look 
like a skeleton. T h a t  is the  troub le  w 'ith th a t 
m usty  o ld volum e w hich  w e all read  b u t put 
aside— called hom iletics— it  ten d s to  m ake one’s 
outlines all bones, and  instead  of show ing a for™ 
of beau ty  w hen one preaches, you are presente* 
w ith  a skeleton from  the  p reacher’s s tudy . N ev er­
theless you will discover th a t  w hen you have an
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ho u r to  yourself, if you will develop the  h ab it 
■if reaching for a  volum e of serm ons, checking 
B r o u g h  only the  outlines, finding  the  h idden d i­
visions, th a t  y o u  w ill increase y o u r ab ility  to  
th in k  a text th ro u g h  to  the  bo ttom , carefully  
carry  out to a h appy  conclusion a them e, and  
reach a telling clim ax. F o r developing the  knack  
of ou tlin ing  a them e or tex t, you can afford to 
reach for some volum e of serm on outlines. T hey  
will rest yo u r m ind, an d  while not being w holly 
a form  of serm on p rep ara tio n , the  b y -p ro d u c ts  
will ten d  to  afford  m ateria l fo r the  fu tu re ’s ser­
m on course.

Y ou w ill discover m uch m en ta l relaxation  in 
the  serm ons of the m odern  age. Y ou m ay  no t 
agree w ith  all you  fin d  in them , b u t the  m odern  
m ind is reached a  little  differently  from  th a t  of 
tw o  h u n d red  years ago. I f  you  d o u b t th is, try  
next S unday  to  preach w o rd  for w o rd  a serm on 
of W esley’s. Or take  W hitefield  as yo u r leader.
O r read  E d w a rd s’ “ Sinners in the  H an d s of an 
A ngry G o d .” T hen  the  m odern  serm ons will 
th ro w  y o u r m en ta l m achinery  in to  gear w ith  th is 
change in  dem and . T ake such m en as Shoem aker 
of N ew  Y o rk  C ity , D urkee of radio  fam e, Poling  
nf the na tio n a l y ou th  conference. Y ou w ill find 
^ r e in  outlines a little  different in con ten t, shades 
of m eaning n o t hereto fore used by  yourself, and 
a new ligh t on m any old subjects. A fter all the 
substance m ay  not change, b u t the  form  does.

T hen  allow  yo u r m ind  a little  re laxation  am ong 
these m oderns th a t you  m ay  be tu rn ed  to th is 
new- form  of a ttack  of the  o ld problem . W esley 
an d  L u th e r, W hitefield  an d  F inney , w ould  have 
laughed to  scorn the  m odern  ten -m in u te  address. 
B ut th is age dem ands th a t  every  m inister be at 
hom e ju s t as m uch w ith  a b rief space of tim e as 
w ith  th e  ho u r and  a ha lf of o u r religious sires. 
T hen m ay  y o u r spare tim e aid you in develop­
ing th is  ab ility .

U t il iz in g  F ic t io n

E very  m in ister should read  fiction . It is here 
th a t  you  w ill become acquain ted  w ith  the  best 
charac te r p o rtray a ls  of the ages. Y ou m u st be 
able to  read  the  lines of a sinner’s character, and  
a descrip tion  of a sa in t’s life, w ill be of g reat 
benefit to y ou r serm ons. T hen  read  fiction  as a 
background  fo r character p icturing .

Y ou will discovergthat the fiction w rite r know s 
I  g rea t deal ab o u t form  of m ateria l th a t  would 
benefit th e  m inister. N otice his opening. H e thrills 
you  a t  once, or catches yo u r a tte n tio n  in the  first
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parag raphs, or w'orries yo u r m ind w ith  a m ystery  
in the first few lines. B u t let the  p reacher s ta rt 
ou t. H e drolls th ro u g h  a text, quo ting  an d  re ­
quo ting  it a few tim es, gives its location , says 
som ething abo u t the  au th o r, an d  w hen the  psy ­
chological m om ent has passed by he s ta rts  in  on 
a long harangue by  w ay  of in troduc tion— and  by 
th a t  tim e th e  congregation  has gone agathering  
goat feathers. T hen he w onders w hy  it  is th a t 
he m ust w ake them  up  by loud yelling, desk 
pounding, etc. H e has a message and  he m ust 
preach  it— an h o u r an d  ten m inutes in length—- 
an d  he w onders again w hy  the  folks w o n ’t  re tu rn  
for the second dose of his sleeping po tion !

R ead fiction an d  cure yourself. T ake a little  of 
yo u r leisure an d  relax w ith  a m agazine. N ote 
th a t  you read  only w h a t in terests you . Check 
w hy th is is. T here is action  from  the  s ta rt. There 
is a  w'ell in terw oven  sequence o f scenes, persons 
an d  activities. T here is a  thrilling  climax. A nd 
w hen it is all over you have been tran sp o rted  to 
a new realm , an d  sit in a daze. T he difference 
betw een th is an d  y our preaching is th a t  they  
sit in a daze— asleep.

N otice the  dead line w hich fiction has. In  the 
firs t few' lines y ou r a tten tio n  is caught— if no t 
the w riters know  th a t you will tu rn  the  page 
to  an o th er sto ry . “ Go too th o u  sluggard” and 
do likewise in th y  se rm o n s!

In  th a t  fiction you  will absorb  the  a r t  of using 
illustrations. F iction  is all illustrations, as m ost 
of our serm ons are all theory . W e m ust com bine 
the  tw o. T he fiction w riter learns th a t he m ust 
m ake his characters graphic, so th a t the  reader 
will see them , and  become acquain ted  w ith  them . 
So m ust you delineate th e  characters in yo u r 
illustrations. Let them  take  on hum an  flesh and  
blood, in every m ovem ent. L et them  sta n d  ou t 
so th a t the  congregation  can see them  in the 
sto ry  you are narra tin g . Sparetim e reading will 
develop th is ability , if you w'ill tran sfe r the  bene­
fit received to yo u r pu lp it w ork .

S t a t in g  t h e  P o in t  a n d  S it t in g  D o w n

“ H em m ing and  haw ing, stu tte rin g  and  delay­
ing,” how' such m arks the w'ork of m any  m inis­
ters. L earn  a lesson from  yo u r leisure tim e 
reading. I f  the w riter should  take  as m uch tim e 
in getting  s ta rted , an d  stopping w hen once s ta r t ­
ed as you  do in your serm on w ork, you  w ould 
never read his article or s to ry . I f  you read care­
fully the o u tstand ing  w orks of fiction, the leading 
w riters of m odern articles, and  the  w riters o f to ­
d ay ’s serm ons, you  will develop the  a r t  of say­
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ing yo u r piece w ith  graphicness, and  w hen you 
are th rough  you w ill sit dow n. T he w rite r  never 
loses a w ord . T he preacher is “ done m any  tim es 
and  doesn’t  know  i t ,” as the  w esterner said.

The w rite r know s th a t  he m ust reach a definite 
climax, ju st one, an d  soon finish. T he preacher, 
if he will read  these m en w ith  care some tim e 
w hen he has a spare hour, and  go to  the  pu lp it 
to check his serm ons fo r useless delays, and 
w orthless verbiage, he can find  w ays to  preach 
th a t  usual th ree -h o u r discourse in a  th irty -m in u te  
serm on. H e m ust begin as his leisure reading has 
show n him  how , w ith  a  z e s t ; he m ust en ter in to  
his subject, w ith  graphic deta ils; he m ust keep 
his message m oving from  one high peak to  a n ­
o ther, and in a few m om ents he will be ready 
to  present his climax, and  is done.

Capitalize, then , p reacher friend, on yo u r spare­
tim e reading. H ere are b u t a few th ings th a t 
will accrue from  those m om ents of relaxation  
w hich you once th o u g h t w asted . O urs is a  tr e ­
m endous task , th a t  of keeping pace w ith  the 
m odern age, of transform ing  it in te rm s of the 
noble gospel w hich is o u r’s, an d  of m olding it  
a f te r  the  character of Jesus. W e m ust n o t be con ­
ten t to let the  age go by  unaffected. W a m ust 
learn from  it, how  b e tte r  to  presen t our tru th s  
so as to reach its heart.

T H E  V A L U E  A N D  M E T H O D  O F  
E X P O S I T O R Y  P R E A C H IN G

G eorge L. M o w r y

I .  T h e  V a l u e  o r  E x p o sit o r y  P r e a c h in g

F. B. M eyer says, “ E xposito ry  preaching is the  
consecutive trea tm en t of some book or extended 
po rtion  of Scrip tu re on w hich the p reacher has 
concen trated  head an d  h ea rt, b ra in  an d  b raw n, 
over w hich he has th o u g h t an d  w ept and  p rayed  
un til it  has yielded up its  inner secret an d  the 
sp irit of it  has passed in to  his sp irit.” D r. H . E. 
K n o tt defines the  expository  serm on as, “ An ef­
fo rt to  explain, illu stra te  an d  apply  the  S crip ture 
to  life. I ts  purpose is to  help  the  hearers to find 
in the  sacred w ritings the  tru e  in te rp re ta tio n  of 
life.”

The value of such a type of preaching is a t 
once app aren t.

I t  arouses a greater in terest in the  W ord  of 
G od am ong the  people, leading th em  to  read 
and  study  the Bible m ore for them selves.

T he S crip tures are n o t d ead ; ne ither have they  
become uninteresting  to the  people. A lthough
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m any  hundreds of years have* elapsed since the 
closing of the  N ew  T estam en t canon, ye t thej 
teachings of G od’s W ord  are still applicable to 
m odern  life and, if they  are preached  skilfully 
and  unctuously , w ill d raw  an d  hold  the  a tten tio n  
of the  m asses as they  have in the  p as t. T herefore 
good expository  preaching will usually  increase 
church  a ttendance .

E xposito ry  preaching feeds G o d ’s people. I t  
establishes th e ir  faith  no t m erely on some m an 's 
opinions, as is all too com m on to d ay , b u t ra th er 
on the  eternal t ru th  of G od. I t  will ten d  to 
streng then  th e ir fa ith , increase th e ir  love an d  en ­
hance th e ir hope in Jesus.

T his type of preaching also enables the preacher 
to speak wdth conviction an d  au th o rity . T here 
are so m any  question m arks an d  m en ’s com m and­
m ents m ixed u p  w ith  preach ing  these days th a t 
m any  people have been led to  d iscount it an d  
even d o u b t precious tru th s .

T his m ethod  of serm on p rep a ra tio n  will, if 
used regularly  p reven t the  preacher from  riding 
a hobby . T h is is fa tal to the  usefulness of a p as­
to r an d  the  sp iritua lity  of h is people. T ru th  is 
m any-sided— so is G od’s W ord . I f  only one side 
is presented  then  it becom es a perv erted  t ru th  ;| 
a n d  half t ru th  o r p a r t t ru th  is th e  w orst fo rm  of 
erro r. T he expository  p reacher w ill be m ore likely 
to  preach  a  well p ro portioned  gospel th a n  the  
one w ho uses the  topical o r th em atic  m ethod .

T hen, too , G od has p rom ised th a t  H is W ord 
w ould  n o t re tu rn  un to  H im  vo id  b u t w ould  ac ­
com plish th a t  w hereun to  He sent it. “ I t  is quick 
an d  pow erfu l and  sharper th a n  a n y  tw o-edged  
sw ord, piercing even to  the  d iv id ing  asunder of 
soul and  sp irit, an d  of the  jo in ts  and  m arrow , 
an d  is a discerner of the  th o u g h ts  an d  in ten ts  
of th e  h e a r t.” G od honors H is W ord  an d  it 
a lw ays brings fo rth  fru it. C onsequently  the  m ore 
one can sow of it in the  hearts  of m en th e  greater 
will the  harvest be an d  the  g rea ter the  p erm a­
nency of the  results.

F inally , it  is a real blessing to the p reacher. I t 
leads h im  in to  a deeper know ledge o f th e  S crip­
tu res and, if the  light is received an d  obeyed, will 
also lead to  a closer, m ore in tim ate  w alk  w ith  
G od. G o d ’s W ord is tw o-edged. I t  cu ts bo th  
w ay s; the preacher an d  his people.

Such a highly beneficial ty p e  of preaching can­
not be overlooked by any  earnest preacher who^ 
desires to  m ake full p roo f of his m in istry  and  
use the  m ost effective m eans to  b ring  the message 
of sa lvation  to  im m o rta l souls.
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II . T h e  P r e p a r a t io n  of t h e  E x p o sit o r y  S e r m o n

T here  is a necessary background  th a t  every 
successful expository  preacher should  have or, a t 
least, seek to  have.

Of course the  first essential is to know  Christ. 
L ive close to  Him and  be deeply im bued  w ith  
His Spirit. T hen  the  le tte r  alone w ill n o t be 
preached b u t the sp irit w hich giveth life. Again, 
he m ust have a love for the  W ord  of G od and  an 
insatiable th irs t for a deeper, m ore com prehen­
sive know ledge of its tru th s . H e should  be a  m an 
of one boo k ; an d  th a t  book the  Bible. H e should 
read  it, stu d y  it, p ray  over it, an d  m edita te  on it. 
Books w ritte n  on sc rip tu ra l topics by learned 
an d  d evou t m en should  also be read. Seek to 
know  the Bible tho rough ly . M em orize as m uch 
of it as possible.

T hen he m ust app ly  its teachings to his ow n 
life and  problem s, test its prom ises in the  cru­
cible of experience, p ro fit by  its  w arnings, obey 
its com m andm ents and  be led, th ro u g h  it, deeper 
in to  th e  m in d  and  fellow ship o f C hrist. This 
cannot be a tta in ed  in a day  n o r a year b u t as 
the  preacher lives on he w ill n o t only find  the 
W ord m ore precious an d  open to  h im  b u t th a t 
he can also unfold it to  the  understand ing  and 
h earts of h is people to  th e ir  p ro fit and  blessing.

A good general education  an d  h ab its  of stu d i­
ousness are also necessary.

H aro ld  E. K n o tt in  his book, "H o w  to  P re ­
pare an E xposito ry  Serm on,” gives an outline of 
six sections to  follow in th e  p rep ara tio n  of the 
exposito ry  serm on. I t  is as fo llow s: (1) them e, 
(2) scrip tures, (3) in tro d u c tio n , (4) divisions,
(5) developm ent, (6) conclusion.

T he first step in the  p rep a ra tio n  of the  exposi­
to ry  serm on is to  select the  p o rtion  of Scripture 
to be used. As a rule th is w ill be one w hich has 
long been studied , p rayed  over an d  the  subject 
of m uch th o u g h t. T hen  read  th e  book  in which 
it occurs, carefully un til you can understan d  the 
cen tral th o u g h t of the  w riter, see the  selected 
p o rtio n  in its  p roper setting  an d  its relationship 
to th e  context. Be sure to find o u t to  w hom  the  
passage is addressed an d  the  a u th o r ’s purpose in 
w ritin g  it.

N ex t, stu d y  the passage itse lf; endeavor to  se­
lect the  cen tral them e. A fter th is has been done, 
s tu d y  it m icroscopically, th a t  is, defining each 
ivvord, ascertaining its relation  to  th e  o th er w ords 
a n d  the  significance of its  position in th e  sen­
tence. L ook  up  all references to it in o th er parts  
of th e  Bible. H aving collected all the facts and
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th o u g h ts  you can from  the direct stu d y  of the 
scrip ture, tu rn  to  com m entaries an d  all o ther 
sources of in fo rm ation  a t hand , read  everyth ing 
available. T hen  having  th is m ass of m aterial to ­
gether, th in k  and  p ray  over it  un til i t  is a p a rt 
of you. F inally  organize these tru th s  in to  a se r­
m on outline building it a round  w h a t you have 
decided is the them e. Of course all the  facts you 
have collected canno t be used b u t the  very  fact 
th a t  you have reserve m ateria l th a t cannot be 
used because of lack of tim e m akes those tru th s  
b rough t fo rth  even m ore im pressive.

I I I .  D if f e r e n t  T y p e s  o f  E xpo sit o r y  S e r m o n s  

a n d  I l l u s t r a t iv e  O u t l i n e s  

T here are various types of expository serm ons 
of w hich I shall nam e four.

F irst typ e : An en tire book is tak en  an d  one 
them e or topic traced  th rough  it. F o r example, 
tak ing  the Gospel of St. Jo h n  and  for a them e, 
“T he Evidences of the  D eity  of Jesus C hrist.” 
As a tex t Jo h n  20:31, “B u t these are w ritten  th a t  
ye m ight believe th a t  Jesus is the  C hrist the  Son 
of G od ,” can be used. Below is a suggested o u t­
line :

I .  C h r iSt , t h e  E t e r n a l  W ord , L if e  a n d  L ig h t  

(Jo h n  1:1-14, 18, 36).
1. Jo h n , the fo rerunner, n o t the L igh t.
2. T he W ord m ade flesh.
3. J o h n ’s testim ony  of H im .

I I .  J e s u s , t h e  W orld’s  O n l y  H ope  o f  S alv a­

t io n  (Jo h n  3:13-21, 36).

I I I .  T h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  S o n  ( J o h n  5:17-27, 
36-38).

IV . J e s u s  D ec l a r e s  H im s e l f  to  B e t h e  G reat  

I Am ( J o h n  8 :56-59).
V. J e s u s , O ne w i t h  t h e  F a t h e r  (J o h n  

10:30).
V I. O n l y  T h r o u c h  J e s u s  D o M e n  H ave  A c ­

c e s s  to  G od ( J o h n  14:6, 9-14).
V II. C h r is t ’s  R e su r r e c t io n  t h e  G r e a t e s t  

P roof of  H is  S o n s h i p  (Jo h n  20:5-21, 
26-28).

The second type of exposition has the  chap ter 
as a un it. Some chapters w hich are excellent for 
th is are: Psalm  23, Psalm  91, St. Jo h n  17, 1 
C orin th ians 13, H ebrew s 1, H ebrew s 2, etc. Below 
is a suggested outline fo r the  th irtee n th  chap ter 
of firs t C orin th ians.

I . I n t r o d u c t io n

1. T he reason for w riting  the  passage, a 
w rong em phasis on the  gifts of the Spirit.

2. T he defin ition  of love.
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II. W o r k s  W it h o u t  L ove A re o r  N o P r o fit

1. Speaking in languages w ith o u t love is 
em pty .

2. T he gifts o f prophecy, understand ing  of 
m ysteries, know ledge and  grea t fa ith  are 
no th ing  w ith o u t love.

3. Benevolence and  m arty rd o m  w ith o u t love 
p ro fit noth ing.

I I I .  H ow  L ove W o r k s  i n  E v e r y d a y  L if e

IV . L ove Is  S u p e r io r  to  t h e  G if t s  o f t h e  

S p ir it  B e c a u se  I t E n d u r e s

V. L ove I s  t iie  G r ea t e st  T h in g  i n  t h e  W orld 

A th ird  type  is the selection of tw o  or m ore con­
secutive verses w hich form  a u n it of th o u g h t. 
Some passages well su ited  fo r th is a r e : R om ans 
8:35-39, the inseparableness of the  believer from  
the  love of G od ; G alatians 5:19-22, the w orks 
of the flesh; G alatians 5:23-26, the  fru its of the 
S p irit; E phesians 3:14-19, the  fullness of G od in 
the h ea rt of the  believer; E phesians 6:10-18, the 
whole arm or of G od. T he parables and  m iracles 
of our L o rd  are also excellent for exposition. T he 
follow ing is a sam ple outline o f th is k ind  of ser­
m on:

T h e m e : “ The E ssentials o f  C hristian  C harac te r.” 

S c r ip t u r e : M a tth e w  5:3-12.

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. C h ris t’s teachings of w h at believers should 
be in them selves.

2. N ine B eatitudes a rranged  in th ree groups, 
each group a tr in i ty ;  the  firs t an d  second 
of each are opposites an d  the  th ird  is the 
result of blending the  first an d  second.

I I .  E x p o sit io n  a n d  A p p l ic a t io n

1. G roup O ne: D efin ition  of “ blessed,” 
h appy , deathless.
a. P oor in spirit.

(1) R enunciation  of self for C hrist.
(2) T he rew ard : H igher values, sp ir­

itua l life an d  pow er.
b. M ourners.

(1) A sharing an d  bearing  of the 
w o rld ’s h u rt an d  sin in o rder to 
cure it. W e renounce ourselves 
for others.

(2) R ew ard— com fort— a reinforcing 
of the  heart.

c. M eek.
(1) Teachable.
(2) A com bination  of the  first tw'o, 

the  pow er an d  decisiveness of the

renounced a n d  the  passion th a t  
feels the sorrow s an d  sins of men 
a n d  gives itself to  service.

(3) T he rew ard— inherit the  earth .

2. G roup  tw o.

a. H unger an d  th irs t a fte r righteousness.
(1) One i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  first 

t h r e e  v i r t u e s  c a n  s e e k  r i g h t e o u s ­

ness w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  P h a r i s a ­

ical.
(2) T he rew ard .

b. M erciful:
(1) W ith  o thers for th e ir  lack  of 

righteousness, needs righteousness 
to  keep it from  being spineless.

(2) R ew ard .

c. P u re  in heart.
(1) R ighteous in w ard ly , and  m erciful 

to w ard  o thers, it seeks law  and 
show s love.

(2) Shall see G od.

3. G roup  th r e e : A vision of m an an d  his 
need.

a. Peacem akers.
(1) P u rity  becomes peacem ak in g ; a 

purify ing , w insom elv aggressive 
force so th a t  m an  m ay fall in 
love w ith  God.

(2) Rewrard— children of God.

b. Persecuted  for righteousness’ sake.
(1) M en love sin ; anyone w ho d is­

tu rb s  them  w ill be hated.
(2) R ew ard .

3. Rejoicing in revilings, reproaches, and
persecutions.
(1) T he C hristian  rejoices.
(2) T he h appy  w arrio r.

III .  C o n c lu s i o n

1. T he B eatitudes begin w ith  self— renuncia­
tion  an d  end leaping fo r joy .

2. T he w o rld ’s co n trast: Begins w 'ith self- 
sufficiency an d  ends w ith  dull disillusion 
and  cynicism.

I am  indeb ted  to  E . S tan ley  Jo n e s’ book, “The 
Serm on on the  M o u n t.”

T h e  last type  is the  single verse th a t  na tu ra lly  
divides itself. Some verses th a t  can be used this 
w ay  are: Jo h n  3 :1 6 ; Jo h n  14:6; 1 C orin th ians 
1:30; Philippians 4 :8 ;  1 T im o th y  3 :1 6 ; R evela­
tion  21:8.
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T H E  P A S T O R ’S S C R A P B O O K

I . L. F l y n n

I t  is the  glory of G od to  conceal a  th ing : 
(P ro w  2 5 :2 ). G od hides the  th ings of earth , the 
good things, the  best things, gold, silver, d ia ­
m onds, oil. T he th ings th a t m en prize highest 
are hidden in the  dep ths and are h a rd  to got hold 
of. E duca tio n , know ledge, are no t picked up on 
the  b y p a th s  of life. I t  takes toiling, sw eating, 
b u rn ing  the m idnight lam p, to  gain even a  pass­
ing education . S p iritua l th ings m ust be d iligen t­
ly searched for if they  w ould be possessed. T he 
psalm ist says, “'C louds and  darkness are  round  
ab o u t h im .” Isaiah  45:15, says, “Verily th o u  a r t  
a God th a t  hidest thyse lf.” H e m ust be sought 
a f te r  w ith  all the  heart, if H e is to be found.

S in  I n  t h e  C a m p  

“ T here is sin in the  cam p, there is treason  to d ay !
Is  it in m e?  Is it  in m e?

T here is cause in our ran k s fo r defeat and  delay, 
Is it, O L ord, in m e?

Som ething of selfishness, garm en ts or gold, 
Som ething of h indrance in young o r old. 
Som ething w hy G od do th  H is blessing w ith h o ld ; 

Is it, O L ord , in  me ?”

A n s w e r  to M o d e r n is m  

“T he answ er to m odern  eulogists of Buddhism  
and  C onfucianism  is In d ia  and  C h in a ; the  a n ­
sw er to  the  papal claim  of infallib ility  is Spain 
and  I t a l y ; the answ er to  the  eulogists of ‘pure 
reason ' an d  a Bible o v erth ro w n  is P a ris  during  
the  R evolu tion  and P aris  du ring  th e  C om m une 
(and  Russia today .) C hristendom , con trasted  
w ith  the  heathen  w orld , is a sh o rt b u t conclusive 
reply  to all advocates of a un iversal and  eclectic 
religion.”— A b b o t t .

“ Q u it t in g  S i n ”

Y ou  m ay qu it all sin an d  still be an abom ina­
tion  un to  God. Y o u r being is w arped , tw isted  
and  crooked. (See Je rem iah  44 :15 -19).

W h a t  T w o I n d iv id u a l s  S aid  

Com m odore Stephens declared a t  N orfo lk , Va., 
in A pril, 1816, “O ur co u n try : in her intercourse 
w ith  foreign nations, m ay she alw ays be right, 
but righ t or w rong, our c o u n try !” E d ith  Cavell, 
just before her execution by  the  G erm ans as a

spy  during  th e  W orld  W ar, exclaim ed, “ I perceive 
th a t  pa trio tism  is n o t enough.”

C h r is t ’s S a c r if ic e  

I read a while ago where a w rite r sta ted  th a t 
the business C hrist came in to  the w orld to  p er­
form  w as to  rem it sin. H e came to  do m ore than  
th a t. H e came to destroy  sin roo t and  branch. 
The cause of sin is located  in the heart. (See J e r ­
em iah 17:9; M ark  7 :21-23).

D a y  o f  A t o n e m e n t  

In  Leviticus 23:26-32, Israel is to ld  how  to  
keep the  day of A tonem ent. T hey were to  a f ­
flict them selves. N o t to  m utila te  them selves, b u t 
deny  them selves the com forts of life for a  while. 
Some th in k  they  were to  fast from  even to  even. 
T hey  were to bem oan their sins, their carnal 
na tu re.

Someone has w ritten  th a t  souls a r e :
1. Im m orta l.
2. A ccountable.
3. C apable of bliss, o r pain  extrem e.
4. N atu ra lly  co rrup t, increasers of corruption  

in them selves, and  p ropagato rs of it in  o thers.
5. Are acted  upon in juriously  by men and 

devils.
6. God pities them .

W h a t  D ia m o n d s  are  M ade  O u t  O f  
“ A lum ina, com m on earth , can becom e oriental 

ruby , topaz, am ethyst, sapphire or em erald. Silica 
can becom e jasper, opal or B razilian ruby . C har­
coal can become d iam ond. W hy n o t the body 
become equally  lustrous— nay, lum inous? T h a t 
w hich is designed to be a tem ple of the  H oly 
G host ough t to  be fit.”— B is h o p  W a r r e n .

T h e  M o r n in g  T ry st  
A m om ent in the  m orning,

T ake your Bible in yo u r hand,
A nd catch a  glimpse of glory

From  the  peaceful prom ised lan d ;
I t  will linger still before you 

W hen you seek th e  busy  m art,
A nd like flowers of hope will blossom 

In to  beau ty  in your heart.
T he precious w ords, like jewels,

W ill glisten all the day 
W ith  a rare effulgent glory

T h a t will brighten  all the w ay.— A n o n .

(31)
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Christ's JUfe and Ministry
B y  Dr. Olfve ]M. Gttmcbeeter

It is with particular pleasure that we 

announce the completion of Dr. W in ­

chester’s book on the Life and Ministry 

of Christ. Not in years have we come 
across a volume that so adm irably  fu l­

fills the requirements of a text book 

and at the same time is so well adapted 
for devotional reading.

The arrangement of material makes 

the book ideal as a text for class room 

use or for a Bible study group. Each 
chapter is d iv ided into several parts 

with a sub-head for each division. F o l­
low ing every chapter is a list of questions and another of 

topics for research. A lso there is a four and one-half page 

subject index add ing  greatly to the value of the book as a 
reference volume.

W h ile  this book is scholarly and manifestly the fruit of 
painstaking preparation and indefatigable research it is not 

technical or ponderous in style but on the contrary is very 
readable and interesting.

W e  especially com m end it to the attention of preach­
ers, Sunday school teachers and all B ible students.

R e a d  th is  c o m m e n d a t io n  fr o m  G e n e r a l S u p e r in te n d e n t ,
D r . R . T .  W ill ia m s:

It w a s  m y  p le a s u r e  to  r e a d  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  o f  D r . W in c h e s te r ’s 
L ife  o f  C h r is t  b e fo r e  it  w e n t  to  p r e ss .  I a m  d e l ig h te d  w ith  th is  b o o k  
a n d  b e l ie v e  it  w il l  b e  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  a d d it io n s  to  o u r  
c h u r c h  p u b lic a t io n s .  D r . W in c h e s te r  h a s  a w o n d e r fu l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  life  o f  C h r is t , b u t a  k e e n  in s ig h t  in to  th e  m e a n in g  
o f  C h r is t ’s c o m in g ,  H is  lif e ,  H is  a to n e m e n t ,  a n d  in  fa c t  a ll  th a t  
C h r is t  m e a n s  to  h u m a n ity . I w is h  it w e r e  p o s s ib le  fo r  e v e r y  m e m b e r  
o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e  to  b u y  th is  b o o k  a n d  r e a d  it.

R. T. WILLIAMS.

352 pages; beautifu lly bound  in cloth boards; contains 

frontispiece in colors showing H ead of Christ by Hoffman.

V ery reasonably priced at $ 1 .2 5 , postpaid

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E  

2923 T r o o s t  A v e .,  K a n s a s  C ity , M o .
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