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J. B. Chapman, D. D.
Editor

V o l u m e  10 A u g u s t , 1935 N u m b e r  8
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I  THE TENDENCY TOWARD CULTISM |
*

*  T h e  E d i t o r  *
* |  1 XTREM ES are usually easier than the “golden mean.” Therefore we j| 
1  |"H  may almost say that the majority of people either adhere too closely *
* t to their own type or else they cater too exclusively to other types. *
*  Some people set too much value on the things they possess, others disregard f! 
jg values just because they are their own. Some parents can see no faults in *
* their children: others can see no good in their own offspring. And there are j| 
I  comparatively few people who can resist all prejudices and “regard all men, *
* but none too much.” * ifl ^f  Here is what I am thinking of: every church has a tendency to become *
* a cult. T hat is, it tends to be either a ritualistic church or else to dis- jg
* regard proper order in its worship. I t tends to be a “mission church” or * 
j| else to “appeal to the better class.” It is a rich man’s church or a poor man’s S 
jg church; an educated people’s church or an uneducated people’s church; f  
jg a tithing church or a nontither’s church; an emotional church or an “ in- !|
*  tellectual and formal church;” a foreign missionary church or a home j|
*  missionary church; a big meeting church or a church “that opposes re- * 
|  vivals;” and on and on through the maze of alternatives which present them- jg 
f  selves. There is often either a tendency to worship in “a sheep shed,” or to * 
Jg build more than they need or can finance. And the preacher must steer * 
Jg the church away from the extremes toward the middle of the road; for *
* every church should be a cross section of the community it is set to serve, | |
*  and it cannot serve as it should if it is lopsided. Jg
* A recent writer remarks upon the distinction between a church and a f
* mere audience. A church, he says, is a company of people who are held Jg
* together by common interests and who think along common lines and drive jg*f toward a common goal. Manifestly it takes tim& to build such a * 
|  church. And knowing humanity as we do, we know that the widest **I.  scope cannot be expected as a practical attainment—although it should be *

the ideal. f
* I*  s
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Poor people (I know for I have always 
been one of them) have a tendency to 
hate the rich, for no reason except that 
they are rich. And they need contact with 
people more well-to-do than themselves 
for the good such associations will do 
them. People who have not had the ad­
vantages of the schools have a tendency 
to think of educated people as “hifalutin,” 
and they need to know some of them in­
timately for the good of their own souls 
and in the interest of enlightenment. In 
other words, a church composed of just 
one class from the community is not suffi­
cient for its own good.

And then once the cult idea is estab­
lished, there is a tendency to draw the lines 
closer and closer and to make the field 
of sympathy and service narrower and 
narrower. Our gospel is adapted to the 
needs of all men regardless of “race, color 
or previous state of servitude,” and we 
must not allow it to become a specialized 
and local affair. We must possess the

spirit as well as the letter of the Great 
Commission.

And since these lines are intended^J^ 
the preacher, and not for the laity, I think 
I should say that preachers are often at 
fault. Often they allow their personal 
choices and preferences to limit their field 
of endeavor. Some do not want anyone 
around who does not agree with them and 
even admire them. But that man is for­
tunate indeed who has enough friends to 
make a showing in the way of a church. 
But such a preacher is unfortunate in 
that he must do all his reform work on his 
friends.

By all means let us keep the doors of 
the church open to all men, and let us 
absolutely refuse to let it degenerate into 
a “mutual admiration society” (which is 
often just the vestibule of envy and divi­
sion) or a cult which preaches the gospel 
to “ the Jews only,” or to anyone else 
only or even principally. Its message and 
its mission are to “all men.”

EDITORIAL NOTES
It is a good thing for a preacher to read 

the sermons of others. Here you not only 
get the best thought of great Christians, 
but you get some of the benefit of the ar­
rangement of thought as men have been 
able to grasp it. Not that you would take 
an outline over bodily. But you will be 
unconsciously influenced when you come 
to arrange your own thoughts. In this par­
ticular sermons are better reading than 
any other form of literature.

Joseph Parker said, “Preaching is the 
sweating of blood.”

“President Lincoln was asked, ‘How 
does Grant impress you as a leading gen­
eral?' He replied, ‘The greatest thing 
about him is cool persistency of purpose. 
He is not easily excited and he has the 
grip of a bulldog. When he once gets his 
teeth in, nothing can shake him off.’ That 
is perseverance—putting the teeth of in­
vincible purpose into the object sought and 
holding on until it is yours. Even in re­
ligion this is the condition; the angel will 
go if you will let him; Jacob wrestled with 
him and compelled him to stay or bless. 
Success yields to such persistence as the 
angel did.”— S e l e c t e d .

P u b lish e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N az a re n e  P u b lis h in g  H o u se , 2923 T ro o s t  A ve., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in th e  in te r e s t  of th e  C h u rch  of th e  N az a re n e . S u b s c r ip t io n  p r ic e  $1.00  a y ea r. E n te re d  a s  sec o n d  c la s s  m a t te r  a t  th e  P o s to ff ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity , Mo. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a il­ing a t  sp e c ia l  r a te  of p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in S ec tio n  1103, A c t of O c to b e r  3, 1917, a u th o s iz e d  D ecem b er 30, 1925.

(2 )
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EXPOSITORY
i i i i m i i i i i i i i i i i i i w m i M i i i h i i i O T w m i i i m i i i ?

THE CHALLENGE TO THOSE ENTERING 
THE HOLY PLACE
O l i v e  M . W i n c h e s t e r  

(H eb. 10:19-25)

CO N TR A ST IN G  the sacrifices of olden time 
and the sacrifice offered by Christ, we 
read in the ten th  chapter of Hebrews of 

the efficacy th a t alone resides in the sacrifice 
made by Christ. H aving m ade one offering for 

sins forever, He sat down a t the righ t hand of 
the throne of God, “For by one offering he 
hath  perfected forever them  th a t are sanctified.” 
The m ethod of such perfecting lies in the fact 
th a t the laws and com m andm ents of God are 
no longer w ritten  upon tables of stone b u t upon 
the hearts of men when they open their hearts 
to receive them.

Because of this vital, dynam ic religion w ithin 
the heart, m an has boldness to enter in to  the 

place, m oreover also there is for m an a 
g reat high priest over the house of God, there­
fore there comes to  him the challenge, yea, 
more than  one challenge, th a t he m ay use every 
means to  m ake the efficacy of this sacrifice ef­
fective in his life. Thus it is th a t we find 
several exhortations following.
L e t  U s  D r a w  N e a r  W i t h  a  T r u e  H e a r t  

“ C hristianity ,” says H astings, “ is the religion 
of unrestricted fellowship w ith  God. Such is the 
leading idea of the doctrinal p a rt of this epistle. 
In  this connection the exhortation  contained in 
the text claims special a tten tion . I t  rests on and 
is expressed in term s of the central tru th , ‘Christ 
has made it possible to  have perfect fellowship 
w ith G o d ; th a t is the objective significance of 
the Christian era. Therefore draw  near, realize 
your privilege subjectively! D raw  near! th a t is 
the appropriate application of the whole fo re­
going argum ent, the goal to  which the long tra in  
of thought has been leading up. Readers who 
have felt the force of the theoretical statem ent 
can do nothing else than  come into the presence

* od w ith  filial tru s t and holy joy. They do 
nercly hope for free access as a future good.

( 3 )

They consciously enjoy it now as a present 
possession. For th a t is implied in the exhorta­
tion, 'L et us draw  near! This is to  be done 
now', the privilege can be enjoyed a t once; if it 
be not, it is our own fau lt.”

In  draw ing near unto God there are qualifica­
tions and these are expressed. F irst there m ust 
be a true heart. The significance of the quali­
fying adjective is fraught w ith  meaning. T hayer, 
the New' T estam ent lexicographer, says regarding 
it, “ th a t which has not only the name and  
semblance, but the real nature corresponding to 
the name, particularly applied to  express th a t 
which is all th a t it pretends to  be, for instance, 
pure gold as opposed to  adulterated  m etal” ; then 
he adds further, “in every respect corresponding 
to the idea signified by the name, real and true, 
genuine.”

The heart is very frequently  used in the 
New T estam ent in the sense of the seat of the 
m oral and personal life ; it is not lim ited simply 
to  the affections as we sometimes regard the 
term  b u t includes the whole personal life. Thus 
we are to  draw  near with the whole devotion 
of our being, there is to  be no reserve w ithin, 
there is to  be no appearance w ithout the reality 
as one has said, “There is no divided allegiance: 
no reserve of feeling.” Sincerity is used by 
Wesley as a characterizing feature of the true 
C hristian, and it would seem to be the idea em ­
bodied in the qualifying phrase here.

A nother personal a ttribu te  needed to make our 
drawing near effectual is the fullness of faith . De­
fining the very phrase given in this context 
Wesley interprets, “ Repose in the blood of Christ. 
A firm confidence in God, and persuasion of His 
favor: serene peace and steadfast tranquillity  of 
mind, w ith a deliverance from  every fleshly de­
sire, and  from  every outw ard  and inw ard sin.” 
W ith such assurance in our soul and  w ith  every 
sincerity of heart and purpose, we can draw  near, 
yea, we are bidden to  come, to  come w ithin the 
holy place into the very presence of God.

T he bird  lei loose in E astern  skies 
W hen hastening fon d ly  hom e,
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N e’er stoops to earth  to wing, n or flies 

W here idle w arblers roam .

But high she shoots , through a ir and light, 
A bove all low  delay,

W here nothing earth ly  bounds her flight 
N or shadow s dim  her w ay.

So grant me, G od, fro m  every  care 
And stain o f  passion free ,

A loft, through Virtue’s purer air,
To hold  m y course to T h e e !

N o sin to cloud, no lure to stay  
M y soul, as hom e she springs,

Thy sunshine on her joy fu l w ay,
Thy freedom  in her w ings!

T h o m a s  M o o r e .

“ L e t  U s  H o l d  F a s t  t h e  C o n f e s s io n  o f  O u r
H o p e ”
There is an organic relationship between these 

two exhortations as they function in the lives of 
Christians. If we draw  near there will be the 
quickening of our courage to  hold fast our con­
fession, and if we hold fast our confession, there 
will be the onw ard urge to  d raw  near. T hus one 
exhortation naturally  springs out of the other.

While these two exhortations are related, yet 
there must be considered th a t the second consti­
tutes m ore fo rtitude than  the first. While it is 
difficult enough to  get men to draw  near unto 
God, yet to  lead them  on so th a t they will not 
give up their faith  seems to present greater 
difficulty.

AH through the Epistle to the Hebrews there 
seems to be a storm y b ackground ; these early 
C hristians were suffering persecution, and under 
the stress and strain they were tem pted to give 
up their hope. In  view of these facts we find 
not only this exhortation but a num ber of others 
in this same chapter. They are urged to hold 
fast.

The grace of holding fast has not the same 
spectacular effect as some other graces, neither 
has it the same exhilaration as some o ther re­
ligious experiences, bu t it is a very essential 
grace in the Christian religion. Some can func­
tion well when men can see and when they can 
appear before the public, others can m aintain  
their faith  if they have transports  of joy, b u t 
when it comes to plain endurance, then m any 
fail, yet this grace is commended in Scripture and 
urged upon believers as well as o ther graces, in

(4)

fact it is found in the catalog of the fru it of the 
Spirit in a slightly different aspect and  is 
directly comm anded on various occasions, 
fail in the grace of endurance, then our o thenPrtts  
and graces lose their potency. I f  Christian joy  
does n o t penetrate th rough  the being, rooting  and  
grounding the soul in  God so then* when trials  and 
tem ptations come, the soul is the b etter estab­
lished, the individual has lost the real strong­
hold of Christian joy. The supreme test of any 
character is how much can it bear under stress 
and strain . If  it cannot hold fast, then  there is 
a fundam ental weakness, a weakness th a t has in 
it a fatal element, for sooner or la te r the in ­
dividual is bound  to  lose grace, and  though 
w ith the incoming of new courage th rough  divine 
mercy the hope th a t has been lost is renewed, 
yet the weakness of character has been rein­
forced by the lapse and it has become twice as 
hard  to mend the broken spirit.

We need to  recall the exhortation  given us 
elsewhere in this epistle wherein we are called 
to consider Christ who “endured the cross, despis­
ing the sham e,” th a t we m ay be willing likewise 
to  endure. We find always one unw avering p u r­
pose in the life of Christ th a t ever carries H im  
on to the great goal of the redem ption of m an, so 
in our lives there should be one great p u n ^ ^ e  
which will bulw ark  itself against all the tem p ta­
tions and tests th a t present themselves to  our 
faith.

In  the exhortation  we note th a t n o t simply 
are we to hold fast to  a confession, b u t we have 
a m odifying quality, “The phrase ‘confession of 
hope,’ ” says W escolt, “ is rem arkable. The apostle 
substitutes for the more general w ord ‘fa ith ,’ th a t 
word which gives distinction to  special objects of 
faith to  be realized in the fu ture . H ope gives a 
definite shape to  the absolute confidence of faith . 
Faith  reposes completely in the love of God: 
Hope vividly anticipates th a t God will fulfil His 
promises in a particular w ay .”

Hope is the g reat elixir of life, the more 
so can this be said of the Christian hope. Hope 
in this life is a savor of life, b u t hope th a t looks 
out into the eternal verities glorifying in im ­
m orta lity , such a hope is an anchor to  the soul 
th roughou t all the vicissitudes of time.
L e t  Us C o n s i d e r  O n e  A n o t h e r

Speaking of th is adm onition  W escott says, 
“The exhortation  to the use of the p e rs A tl  
privilege of approach to  God is followed by t K;
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charge to fulfill the social duties of believers. 
Christians arc required to  m aintain  the open con-

Jsion of their hope; to  regard one another w ith 
d ew  to  bringing the influence of example to  
bear upon the developm ent of life; and to  use 

occasions of meeting together in the prospect of 
a near crisis.

They were to consider one another to provoke 
to love and good works. The w ord used here is 
the w ord to  denote the disagreement between Paul 
and Barnabas over John  M ark ; it indicates when 
translated  into English a “paroxysm !” This would 
denote an intensity  of love and good works. In 
addition to this they are exhorted not to  forsake 
the assembling of themselves together.

As to  just w hat the nature of these meetings 
m ight be, there has been some difference of 
opinion. M cFadyen says, “ 'T he meetings’ were 
presum ably stated  meetings for w orship. One 
suggestion is th a t these dissidents were leaving 
‘their own congregation’ to  a ttend  an o ther in the 
same c i ty ; ano ther is th a t some, in fancied super­
io rity  to the w eak bro thers who were causing the 
au th o r so much anxiety, were w ithdraw ing from  
fellowship w ith them . Judging from  the context, 
especially, from  the following section, the most 

^ p e ly  supposition is th a t some m em bers of the 
com m unity, who a t one tim e had had  an en­
thusiastic Christian faith  and still had  some 
k ind of attachm en t to  the fellowship, had  grown 
cold under the influence of persecution, long-con­
tinued w aiting for the re tu rn  of Jesus th a t never 
came, im perfect understanding of the centrality  
of Jesus, and the a ttrac tio n  of o ther faith . The 
waning of their enthusiasm  showed itself in  in ­
difference to  their fellow Christians, and in failure 
to a ttend  the C hristian m eetings; while a p ­
parently , w ithout realizing the disloyalty involved, 
they began occasionally to  join in the devotions of 
representatives of o ther faiths. This w riter, like 
o ther New T estam ent w riters, thinks of Christians 
as members of a fellowship; the individual who 
leaves the fellowship can no m ore retain  the' fervor 
of his faith  and love ap a rt from  the central fire 
of the com mon life th an  the coal can keep its 
heat when ejected from  the furnace. They were 
of those who say they get nothing out of the 
Church and forget th a t the real question is, ‘W hat 
can we p u t in to  the C hu rch?’ A little kindly 
thought for the needs and difficulties of their 
^ j^ w -C h ris tia n s  w ould have been the best of all 
tonics for their drooping fa ith . Instead of th a t,

( 5 )

they had been guilty of the greatest heresy of all, 
the sin of discouraging the people.”

In these exhortations, as so often in life, we 
find th a t while much in the way of achievement 
of Christian character and developm ent is through 
personal processes, yet also there is the social ob­
ligation, our relationship to  the group. We do 
not live to  ourselves, we cannot go on our way 
heedless of o th ers ; we have our obligations. A part 
from  these we cannot develop the full rounded 
Christian life th a t we need. We need their fellow­
ship in worship, in the public assem bly; we need 
their exhortations and excitations to  good works.

Thus did the au th o r of our epistle bring ex­
hortations to these Christians of these early days, 
and thus do they stand as challenges throughout 
all time for every C hristian who would seek an 
entrance into the Holy Place. They are calling 
to us today to walk in the light of their searching 
and to follow their precepts.
True L o v e  is fou n d ed  in rocks o f  R em em brance  

In stones o f  F orbearan ce and m ortar o f  Pain. 
The w orkm an  lays w earily  granite on granite, 

And bleeds fo r  his castle ’m id sunshine and rain.

L o v e  is not velvet, not all o f  it velvet,
N ot all o f  it banners, not go ld -lea f alone.

’Tis stern as the ages and old  as Religion ,
W ith Patience its w atchw ord , and L aw  fo r  its 

throne.

I  £*  BE NOT AFRAID |*  £*  Do you question  w hy, and w on der ^  
| |  At the path  H e leads you  o ’er,

Trem bling, do  you  shrink and fa lter
*  At w hat seem s to lie b e fo r e ?
*  Is it dark , all dark around you,
*  Can you  see no light ahead,

In  am azem ent, are you  crying

*
Is your bu rden ’s w eight o ’erw helm ing, |J

‘W hy am I  so strangely led” ?

T horny, stony, rough the w a y ? *
Are you  filled  w ith  consternation , j|[

*  Longing fo r  the break  o f  d a y 1 i
*  T rou bled  one, an d  anxious hearted ,
*  “F ear  not, n either be d ism ayed,"  *
*  Jesu s speaks from  out the shadow s, *

"It is I ;  b e  not a fra id .”
*  E d i t h  L. M a p e s  in Sunday S chool Tim es. &I *
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HOMILETICAL
PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS FOR 

AUGUST
L e w i s  T . C o r l e t t  

The Cost of the Journey
“He paid the fare thereof” (Jonah  1 :3).

I .  P r o p h e t  W a n t e d  H i s  O w n  W a y
1. His way different from w hat God w anted.
2. M an always pays for going against God or

from  God.
II. T h e  C o s t

1. A rough journey.
2. I t  cost Jon ah  his self-esteem.
3. He lost the respect of others. “W hy hast

thou done th is?”
4. I t cost the thw arting  of his own plans.
5. He lost the favor of God.
6. He rendered the efforts of his companions

useless by his disobedience.
I I I . T h e  C o s t  o p  t h e  T r i p  t o  N i n e v e h .

1. A feeling of guilt.
2. A penitent confession.
3. A willing obedience.
4. Dependence on God.

Ready to be Revealed
(1 Peter 1:5)

I. T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  Is  t o  h a v e  a n
individual in a state where he is ready at 
any and all times to  be revealed before God.

II . P r o v i s i o n s  f o r  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  T h i s  R e v ­
e l a t i o n

1. Begotten of God (v. 3).
a. U nto  a lively hope— an ever-living hope,

one th a t never dies.
b. By the resurrection of Christ from the

d e a d .
2. Kept by the power of God.
3. Sanctification of the Spirit (v. 2).
4. An inheritance as a hope (v. 4).

a. Incorruptible.
b. Undefiled.
c. T ha t fadeth n o t away.

III. P o s s i b l e  P r e s e n t  C o n d i t i o n s
1. Heaviness.

a. T hrough m anifold tem ptations.
b. Burdens and  cares of life.

2. T rying of your faith.
a . Refining.
b. Concentrating.
c. To have it found unto praise and honor

(6 )

and glory a t the appearing of Jesus 
Christ.

3„ Rejoicing w ith joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.

IV. T h e  P r o p e r  A t t i t u d e
1. Searching (v. 11).

a. The meaning of the suffering of Christ.
b. The glory th a t should follow'.

Paul’s Relation to Christ
A fter P au l’s experience on the Dam ascus road, 

Christ was the center of his w orship, his th in k ­
ing, his w riting and his m inistry . H ere are some 
of the statem ents concerning his valuation  and 
relation to C hrist. They can be used and grouped 
in various w ays for Prayerm eeting Talks.

Christ—The Pow er of God (R om . 1:1-16). 
Justified by C hrist (R om . 5 :1 ).
E ternal Life by Jesus Christ (R om . 5:21; 

0 :23).
Release from  C ondem nation T hrough  C hrist 

(Rom . 8 :1).
Jo in t-heirs w ith Christ (R om . 8 :17). 
D eterm ined N ot to  Know A nything Save 

Christ (1 Cor. 2 :2).
Christ Is M ade unto Us W isdom, and  righteous­

ness, and sanctification and  redem ption (1 Cor. 
1:30).

Christ the Only T rue Foundation  (1 Cor. 
3:11).

Ye Are C hris t’s and Christ Is G od’s (1 Cor. 
3:23).

T ha t Rock Was Christ (1 Cor. 10:4).
Christ the F irst-fru its  (1 Cor. 15:20).
V ictory T hrough C hrist (1 Cor. 15:57).
Christ O ur Judge (2 Cor. 5 :10; 2 Thess. 1:7-0). 
Christ M akes Us New C reatures (2 Cor. 5:17). 
Christians Are Am bassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 

5 :20).
C hrist’s Poverty  Provides Riches for Paul (2 

Cor. 8 :9 ).
Crucified w ith Christ (Gal. 2 :20).
Christ Redeemed Us (G al. 3 :13; E ph. 1:7; 

T itus 2 :14).
C hristians Are C hrist’s W orkm anship (E ph.

2 : 10).
Quickened by C hrist (E ph. 2 : 1).
Christ Abides in His Children (E ph . 3 : 1 7 ) . ^  
Christ Gave Himself for the Church (H B t

5:25).
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To Live Is C hrist (Phil. 1:21).
P aul Renounced All Things to  Know  Christ 

O jiil. 3 :8-10).
Can Do All Things T hrough C hrist” (Phil. 

4 :13).
He Is the Head of the Body, the Church (Col. 

1:18).
“In  W hom  Is H id All the Treasures of W isdom 

and Know ledge” (Col. 2 :3 ).
“For in H im  Dwelleth All the Fulness of the 

Godhead B odily” (Col. 2 :9 ).
Ye Are Com plete in H im  (Col. 2 :10).
Risen w ith Christ— H id w ith Christ (Col. 

3 :1 -3 ).
T h a t His N am e M ay Be Glorified in His Life 

(2 Thess. 1:12).
C hrist’s Second Coming, P au l’s H ope (1 Thess. 

4:17, 18; 2 Thess. 2 :1 ; 3 :5 ).
Christ C om forts and Establishes (2 Thess. 

2:16, 17).
Christ Came to Save Sinners (1 T im . 1:15). 
Christ Shows F orth  His Longsuffering in Paul 

(1 T im . 1:16).
Christ our M ediator (1 Tim . 2 :5).
Christ B rought Life and Im m ortality  to  L ight 

(2 T im . 1:10).
Paul T rusted  All into His Keeping (2 Tim . 

1 : 1 2 ) .

* aul W anted to  Be C ounted a Good Soldier of 
ist (2 Tim. 2 :3 ).

Dead w ith  H im , Live W ith Him , Suffer, Reign 
w ith  H im  (2 T im . 2:11, 12).

Blessings of God Shed A bundantly on P aul by 
Christ (T itus 3 :5 , 6).

He C ounted H im self a Prisoner of Christ 
(2 T im . 1 :8).

In  the Book of H ebrews, credited by good 
authorities to  Paul, is shown the superiority  of 
Christ, th a t He is b e tte r th an  angels, than  Moses, 
Aaron, D avid, prophets, priests and kings.

Heavenly Pneumatics
(Psalm  40:1-3)

I .  P e n it e n c e
1. In  a ttitud e  to w ard  sin.
2. Penitence was deep— “A p it.”
3. Condition was distressing—“An horrible p it.”
4. I t  was tenacious—“M iry  clay.”
5. His penitence was trem endously real, and

his plight seemed hopeless.
II . P r a y e r — “I w aited  patien tly  for the L ord .”

1. Signifies strong solicitude.
2. I t  was hopeful.
3. He did n o t d ictate term s to  God bu t w aited, 
R tu rned  his case over to  God and w aited.
4. I t  was persistent.

( 7)

II I . P a r d o n —“He heard  m y cry .”
1. God always hears the cry of the m an who

is patien tly  w aiting.
2 . I t  was volun tary  pardon— “He inclined

unto  m e.”
3. I t  was a divine pardon—“He b rought me

u p .”
4. I t  was a complete pardon—“Up ou t o f.”

IV. P o w e r — “He h ath  set m y feet upon a rock.”
1. The result of power.
2. God always gives m an a safe footing when

He pardons.
3. Standing pow'er.
4. Acting pow er—“He established my goings.”

V. P r a i s e —“He hath  p u t a new song into my 
m outh .”

1. The result of pardon and  power.
2 . A song noted for its freshness—“A new

song.”
3. I t  became his—“P u t it in  my m outh .”
4. I t  influenced those about him —“M any

shall see and be glad.”
The Continuous Flow

(2 Kings 4 :3 ).
I .  S e t t in g  o f  T e x t
I I .  S p i r i t u a l i t y  D e p e n d e n t  U p o n  D e s ir e
II I . P r o g r e s s  D e p e n d e n t  U p o n  A c t i v i t y

1. As long as they poured into other vessels
there was a renewed supply.

2. This is seen in the lives of Joshua, Nehe-
m iah, E lijah.

3. This is the secret of the successful church.
I V .  E a c h  M u s t  D o  H i s  P a r t

Joy Unquenchable
I. Bible says much about joy.
II . The joy of the F a th e r’s will accomplished.
II I . The joy of a task  completed.
IV. The joy of victory  won.
V. The joy of anticipated rest.
VI. All provided through Christ for the Chris­

tians.— S e l e c t e d .

The Victor’s Song
(Psalm  108)

A fixed heart (v . 1).
A fervent helper (v . 3 ).
A pow erful holiness (v . 7).
A fighting host (v. 11).

— S e l e c t e d .

O day  o f  rest! H ow  beautifu l, how  fa ir, 
H ow  w elcom e to  the w eary  and the o ld l  

D ay o f  the L o rd !  and truce to earth ly  
c a r e !

D ay o f  the L ord , as all our days should  
be.

— L o n g f e l l o w .
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

J o s e p h  G r a y  
I  am  the light o f  the w orld , h e that jo llow eth  

a fte r  m e shall not w alk  in darkness, but shall 
have the light o f  life  (Joh n  8:12).
I .  I  A m  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  W o r l d ”

Light has the following qualities—let us see 
them  in Christ Jesus.

1. I t  illumines and gives knowledge.
a. Knowledge of dangers.
b. Knowledge for fu ture guidance.

2 . I t  beautifies. So does Christ beautify  His
saints.

a. The breaking up of light in the prism.
b. Blanched celery as com pared w ith  the

beauty of flowers.
3. I t  gives strength  and  healing.
I I I .—The value of light in m odern surgery 

and therapy. Christ is the Sun of R igh t­
eousness w ith healing in His rays.

4. Light has incredible speed—90 million miles
a second. Christ works in the lightning 
tense on hum an hearts.

5. L ight has im m ortality .
I I I .—The scientific belief th a t light generated 

centuries ago by the stars is ju st coming to 
us. Hence, light is carrying the records of 
our past deeds, somewhere off in space.

J l .  Y e  A r e  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  W o r l d
As partakers of the light of Christ we ought 

to  be:
1. Shedding light on others.
2. Beautifying all around  us.
3. Pouring out strength  and healing qualities

on a sin-cursed world.
4. W orking swiftly to  forestall the inevitable

night.
5. Spreading our influence in a w orthy way

for eternity.
I I I . R e j e c t i n g  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  W o r l d

1. Too much light blinds..
I I I .—The necessity of goggles w ith various 

high-powered lights.
Quote— “L ight is to  walk in, no t to  look a t .”

R . T. W i l l i a m s .
2. “This is the condem nation, th a t light is

come.”
3. “Ye will not come unto  me th a t ye m ight

have light.”
4. Rejecting light here means outer darkness

there.
5. No light in hell—no shadows in heaven.

----------------- .;------------------
A GREAT WOMAN

(2 Kings 4 :8-3rd  clause)
J . H . J o n e s

I n t r o d u c t io n
1. This world does not see as God sees.
2. M an looks on the ou tw ard  appearance, 

b u t God—
3. Some of the great of this world, God 

writes as miserable failures— rich fool.
(8)

I .  A G r e a t  W o m a n ,  B e c a u s e  G o d  S a id  S o
1. All Scripture, given by inspiration of God.
2 . God always pictures people as they a n fc
3. God always gives tru e  pictures of ^ K s  

heroes, (Exam ples— D avid, E lijah  in the 
cave.)

4. So w ith th is w om an, God said she was 
great.

5. Let us see if we can find wherein she was 
great.

11/ S h e  w a s  G r e a t , B e c a u s e  G o d l y
1. Godly because she recognized it in others. 

"Perceive this a holy m an of G od.”
2. Godly, because she en tertained  t h e  

prophet.
3. Godly, because a habitual a ttend an t at 

worship.
4. Godly, because she was liberal.

“The liberal soul m aketh fa t” (P rov . 
11:25).

H I .  H e r  G o d l y  H o m e  L i f e
1. Seems to  have been the religious leader.
2. H er influence in the home— not a religious 

boss. "L et us m ake.”
3. H er contentm ent in the home.
4. Her holy calm in the presence of death.
5. Her faith  in the presence of death.
6. N ot know n of her, but God w rote 

down as great.
A p p l ic a t io n  a n d  C o n c l u s io n

t. Oh, to  have God w rite this ep itaph!
2. Like her, m ust decide to  be w'holly the 

L ord-?.
3. Like her, must take our stand  for God.
4. Like her, m ust have a strong faith  in God.
5. Like her, m ust be submissive to G od’s will.

-----------------.f-----------------
CHRIST’S TREATMENT OF ENEMIES 

J o s e p h  G r a y  
L ov e you r enem ies, bless them  that curse you, 

do good  to them  that hate you , and pray  fo r  
them  that despitefu lly  use you  and persecute  
you  (M atthew1 5 :44).
L e s s o n —M atthew  5:43-48 and 26:47-50.
1. C h r i s t ’s  T r e a t m e n t  i n  P r e c e p t

1. C ontrasted  w ith  the w orld ’s treatm ent-—
the law  of revenge.

I I I .— C hrist said coals of fire; the w orld  too 
often follows the old lady who said she d id n ’t 
have coals of fire so she tried  a bucket of hot 
w ater on her husband.

2 . C hrist’s teachings.
a. T he text of the sermon.
b. The first lesson given above.
c. T he second mile when compulsion f o ^ >

only the first mile.
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II . C h r i s t ’s  T r e a t m e n t  i n  P r a c t i c e

1. The test of a doctrine is its w orkability. 
See this doctrine w ork ou t in C hrist’s life.

™  In the trea tm en t of the Pharisees. Does not 
hesitate to  denounce their sins, yet prays 
for their forgiveness on the cross afte r they 
have caused His crucifixion.

3. The thief on the cross— reviled Christ yet
was forgiven by Him.

4. Judas— never reproached by Jesus—Jesus
called him “Friend,” even in the very 
hour of betrayal.

II I. C h r i s t ’s  E m p o w e r i n g  i n  Us
1. The death  of carnality  is a necessity if we

are to  ac t like Jesus in our trea tm en t of 
enemies.

2. We shall need to cultivate the grace of fo r­
giveness a fter  we are sanctified, if we fol­
low Christ fully in this respect.

•---------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------

ON THE PROCESS AND DANGER OF APOSTASY 
P aul  S. H ill  

(H eb. 12:14-17)
Holiness is obtainable, and necessary to see 

God. These are sufficient reasons why it should 
be followed and obtained.

To fail of the grace of God is to be bankrup t 
b ^ u s e  of a lack of care or diligence.
.^F a ilu re  is in spite of the many means of grace. 
Christ has died for all.

Failure means a loss of a good foundation for 
developm ent in God’s love, which is the only 
real source of joy and life eternal.

Failure of the love of God both here and 
hereafter is the greatest tragedy possible for a 
hum an soul.

The result of failure is to allow place for the 
sure springing up of the root of bitterness. Doubt, 
fear, sin in the heart.

This corrupts self. The personality is sin- 
shaped and lost. There are corrup t principles 
of life, corrup t practices. The soul is lost.

Others are defiled. Friends, the Church, Jhe 
nation, are defiled through one. Note—The first 
sin, Achan.

Example of apostasy— Esau, who sold his b ir th ­
right for a mess of pottage.

Apostasy is the result of preferring the flesh 
to the grace of God. Sin is preferred to  holiness. 
Preferred in spite of the means of grace and help 
from  God to accomplish holiness in the heart.

Like Esau the time will come when too late 
will be a willingness to endure any trial 

(SlWorsake anything in order to obtain holiness, 
but it will be too late. N ow  is the  time.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE OLD MAN
J o s e p h  G r a y

■Knowing this, that our o ld  m an is crucified  
with him , that the b od y  o f  sin m ight be d estroyed  
that hen ceforth  w e should not serve sin (R o ­
mans 6 :6 ).

I n t r o d u c t i o n —There are some things it is 
possible to know w ithout any question because 
they are given on the au tho rity  of the unchang­
ing W ord of God.

1. W h a t  I s  t h e  O ld  W a y ?
1. He is not:

(1) T em ptation.
( 2) M istakes of the head.
(3) The norm al bodily appetites.

2. He is the depraved nature.
3. He manifests himself in various ways.

(1) Vicious temper.
(2) Self-seeking.
(3) Pride.
(4) Jealousy.

II . H o w  M a y  W e  B e  R id  o f  H i m ?
1. We cannot get rid  of him:

( 1) By forgiveness. A state cannot be 
forgiven.

(2) By growth. A state can be grown 
in but cannot be grown into.

(3) By suppression.
111.— Bottle of charged water.

2. We can get rid of him by crucifixion.
( 1) Crucifixion involves the absolute sur­

render of self, however great the 
cost.

(2) Crucifixion involves a definite time 
of death, however prolonged or 
painful a period of suffering may 
have preceded it.

(3) The whole purpose of crucifixion is 
the death , no t the prelim inary suf­
fering.

II I . W h e n  M a y  H e  B e  C r u c i f i e d ?
1. He cannot be crucified in a future life. 

“As the tree falleth so shall it lie.”
2. Some seek to have him crucified a t 

death. T ha t m ight be possible, bu t there 
is a surer and a better way.

3. He can be crucified now, by the cleans­
ing blood of Christ applied by the Holy 
Spirit.

IV. W h y  S h o u l d  H e  B e  C r u c i f i e d ?
1. Because he is a tra ito r in the citadel.
2. Because he makes life miserable.
3. Because he stun ts the life of the soul.
4. Because if retained against light, he will 

send the soul to hell.
( 9 )
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MAKING A MINISTER
P a u l  S. H ili,

The Use o f  Form  or Order in Religious Service.

A  RELIG IO U S service is prim arily a serv­
ice of worship. W hen other phases ol 
C hristianity are present they are present 
in the sacredness of an atm osphere of worship, 
and as p art of th a t system of service of which 

worship is the principal and basic element. 
Therefore it is necessary to  regulate the services 
of the church so th a t the idea of w orship will 
not be shunted to one side.

When we speak of a regulated service we do not 
mean one where there is no liberty or holy joy.
We mean just the opposite. T h a t is, we mean a 
service th a t in its order and form  will bring 
such tru ths  and principles of salvation to the 
mind of the worshiper th a t there may be an 
answering return  to the soul and spirit. To a t ­
tem pt a worked up emotionalism of hilarity  w ith ­
out a foundation of reverential w orship is in ju ri­
ous, and leaves a bad effect on the soul. But 
when the tru ths of salvation are presented as 
springing from a holy God, and the worshiping 
soul grasps these tru ths in a worshiping attitude 
and atm osphere, then comes the joy of worship, 
the freedom in the H oly Ghost, the great reas­
surances of eternal verities that strengthen and 
build up. I t  is when the worshiping soul sees 
God, and bows in His presence, and con­
tem plates the tru ths of salvation which the re­
ligious service affords, and feels th a t “ I t  is for 
me, even m e” th a t holy joy and rapture begin.

To have a lively time of singing and shouting 
and m arching around  may last for a little even 
w ithout a worshipful spirit. But, in the very 
nature of it, it cannot long endure. Feelings de­
part, bu t tru th  rem ains; therefore w e . m ust have 
tru th , even the tru ths  of God and salvation or 
soon we will have no basis for our joy and 
liberty. To build a service on the basis of 
“ liberty” or “ freedom ” w ith no regard for the 
fundam ental things of divine w orship is to p ro ­
mote a meaningless lot of noise and em otional 
confusion destitute of any lasting good or bless­

(10)

ing. “There is not a spoonful of real religion in 
the house” was the rem ark of a m an who was 
present during one of the times of “ freedom ” and 
“ liberty” which should have come only from  the 
Holy Ghost as a result of w orship of God, b u t 
which evidently was emotionalism  w ithout much 
w orship in it. Of course such blessings come to  
those who have laid up a foundation  of tru th , 
or those who need b u t little tru th  to  bless them  
greatly. But we are speaking now  more of the 
entire body of believers who need tru th  more 
than they need em otion. These will have joy 
and liberty as they build upon the tru th  and have 
a reverential and worshipful heart.

It is in order th a t tru th  may be taug h t and a 
spirit of w orship developed and m aintained th a t 
we have order or form  to our service. Unless 
there is some m ethod of impressing the ideas of 
God and tru th  and salvation upon the peoole 
there will result a condition of m ind th a t h a ^ 1, 
tendency tow ard  either infidelity and atheism  
on the one hand, or tow ard senseless em otional­
ism with all its freaks and absurdities, such as 
free-loveism, on the other. But w ith  suitable 
form  and order fundam ental things m ay be p re­
sented, and lasting good to  the souls of men 
result. Instead of hindering freedom and liberty 
a basis for joyous developm ent and service is 
offered th rough orderly presentation of saving 
tru th .

Some denom inations emphasize the same order 
of service over and over again. The “Apostles’ 
Creed,” “The L ord’s p rayer,” etc., are p a rt of 
each service. This is in order th a t the doctrinal 
statem ent of the C hristian faith m ay be impressed 
cn the worshiper by frequent repetition. H ow ­
ever it does not seem th a t this is altogether 
necessary. We would ra th er have those same 
fundam ental beliefs in some o ther form  or variety  
through the reading of the Scripture, singing 
hym ns of doctrinal tru th , or an explanatory 
sermon on some of the themes contained in the 
Creed. It should be said, however, th a t s ta te­
ment of doctrinal tru th  seems necessary. W M ® r  
it is presented through the repeating of the
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Creed or th rough the hym ns, or through any or 
all o ther m ethods, it if necessary. T ru th  must 
^ ^ p re se n te d  in order to  be believed and it  m ust 
be believed in order to  have joy and  holy liberty 
and  developm ent of Christian character. I t  is 
through the forms or orders of our w orship th a t 
tru th  is conserved and  taught, thus they are 
useful in furnishing the necessary ground for all 
exercises of Christian life.

We are not sticklers for the same form  or order 
in each service, b u t we are inclined to  some 
form or order th a t gives tru th  and doctrine an 
opportunity  for the cultivation of faith  and 
feeling. Im agine a m orning service th a t starts 
off wdth a hity -tity  kind of gibberish  th a t tends 
only to  feed emotionalism  and p u t tingle in the 
toes. Follow up w ith  another, and  still another 
until somebody gets happy and s tarts  m arching 
around. Urge it a little and there will be noise 
and confusion and  possibly “no opportun ity  for 
preaching.” Doubtless some in a meeting of this 
type will be greatly  blessed because they have a 
foundation  for feeling already laid in the fa ith  of 
their hearts, which in tu rn  is based on some tru th  
th a t is precious to  them . B ut we are of the 
opinion th a t others m ay leave the m eeting with

«i m ore spiritual strength  than  they had when 
ey came. C on trast th a t w ith a service where 
a g reat hym n of w’orship is heartily  sung by 

worshipful people. Follow  w ith  another if 
you like. D irect the trend  of thinking towrard 
God and tru th  instead of tow ard  emotion. 
Preach a sermon th a t has som ething in  it w orth  
believing and  rem em bering. Invite hearts to 
believe and tru s t and find rest in God. To our 
way of th inking th is is the better way. And if 
the tru th  is believed and  received a w ave of 
glory m ay be expected alm ost anywhere down 
the line.

Form  and  order in a service are useful as a 
means of presenting and m aintaining saving 
tru th  in the Christian Church. And these things 
of tru th  are in tu rn  a foundation  for all holy 
joy and freedom of the Holy Ghost.

S e r m o n  P r a y e r s

We refer to  those prayers th a t are prayed 
during the p reparation  of a serm on. How neces­
sary they a r e ! W ithou t the;" it seems impossible 
to get the spirit of the text. And if there is any

« : th ing a serm on needs it is the spirit of the 
t. To preach on the “Judgm ent D ay ” in 
the light and laughing m anner of an auction

( ID

sale or playhouse is about as near failure as can 
be. Or to  preach on “Come unto  me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden” w ith  the spirit of 
pessimism and despair is ano ther example of 
how not to  do it. A sermon on the judgm ent 
needs a g reat deal of p rayer in order th a t the 
proper spirit will perm eate the sermon. The 
preacher must feel as well as reason and think. 
I t is an aw ful them e, an aw ful day, and an 
aw ful responsibility on the preacher when he 
preaches on th a t subject. I t  is foolish to  a ttem pt 
it w ithout prayer. And w hat can be said of a 
sermon on the judgm ent applies to  all sermon 
topics. The preacher’s heart m ust be fitted for 
the sermon. A nd prayer is necessary. N othing 
can take its place. The gathering of oermon 
m aterial, the a rray  of scripture, the homiletical 
developm ent and  serm on structure, all of these 
are useful of course. B ut they cannot be sub­
stituted  for p rayer; for it is through prayer th a t 
the spirit of the message gets into the preacher, 
and fills him with the subject.

M inisterial prayers, or sermon prayers, are 
som ewhat in a class by themselves. They are 
different from  prayers for the sick, or for seek­
ing souls a t the a lta r of the church. They are 
different from prayers for direction in finances or 
business. They are m ore in ternal. A lmost en­
tirely so. They deal w ith the heart of the m inister 
and are for illum ination and pow er of soul. 
There is a cry for divine help and  inspiration. 
W hat is the real meaning of this text?  W hat 
is its spirit and purpose? W hat holy passion and 
boldness will be needed to preach it acceptably 
so th a t God can honor it as He desires? And 
they are no t prayed methodically or in regular 
form , as are the public prayers, or those a t  the 
family altar. They are more spasmodic and 
sometimes more in-betw een-other-things, and  are 
prayed in the study, on the street, between calls, 
in the night. T hey are a kind of com bination 
of inner urge, and  inner craving, and  have for 
their objective the shaping of the m inisterial 
heart so th a t it  will catch and  contain the 
spirit of the message from  God to men on 
their w ay to  eternity. I t  is h ard  to  describe them . 
God takes the m inister’s hea rt ap a rt and puts 
it together again. T he m inister is different. A 
new light comes to him . The old thoughts catch 
fire. The tru th  he has know n since boyhood 
is glorified w ithin him. There is a glow w ithin 
the heart th a t gives pow er to  the message, and 
raises it above the level of o rdinary  things. He
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catches the spirit of the text. The message 
becomes his to  proclaim . He is joined to  the 
ranks of the prophets and  seers.

We have heard young m inisters preach who 
showed by their very intensity  and  earnestness 
th a t they had prayed their sermon prayer. They 
might have called it a “prayed down serm on,” 
but w hatever it was it had the earm arks of a 
genuine message from  God. We have heard 
others, some from older men (and we have 
been guilty also) who showed a lack of the 
sermon prayer. There is a difference. R e­
gardless of the polish and perfect arrangem ent of 
a sermon unless it in some way conveys the 
spirit of the message as well as the w ord of it 
is lacking in an essential part.

T h e  M e e t in g  W i t h  N o O b j e c t iv e

Such meetings are possible, though the cases 
where they are a success are very rare. Occa­
sionally the L ord  comes to such a meeting w ith 
a m ighty help, and  the tide is tu rned  into 
victory and advancem ent. B ut usually a meeting 
th a t has no objective is a poor affair.

The objectives of meetings are various. The 
range is indeed wide, and  covers about everything 
th a t should be included in Christian work. Some­
times the emphasis is on one thing and again on 
another. B ut the really good meeting centers 
around some one tru th  or accomplishm ent.

In  the prayerm eeting there is possibly the 
m ost danger of drifting along w ithout an ob­
jective. Ju s t begin and see w hat will happen, 
or how the meeting will tu rn  out. No special 
tru th  to  be presented, no special help to  be given, 
no definite seeking to  do, no special thing to  ac­
complish. If  a carpenter w ent to  his w ork day 
afte r day like th a t he would be standing around 
m ost of the tim e—not m any tim bers would be 
cut and fitted into the building.

W hy not look ahead a little and ask ourselves 
some questions? W hy are we having this 
m eeting? W hat is its use? W hat do we really 
hope to accomplish? W hat tru th  needs to  be 
developed or em phasized? W hat is our meeting 
them e or topic? W ho is there th a t needs help 
and can receive it if we do our p a rt?

A meeting w ith no objective offers a peculiar 
opening for the w ork of the devil. D rifting  around 
a t random  we will h it some bogs or snags. 
Surely there is a path  for every tru th  which 
can be m ade for the minds of m en, and the

leader of a meeting m ust have th a t path  and 
th a t tru th  in mind. A tru th  presented in a 
meeting is valuable. To present a tru th  £  
th a t it will stay in the m inds of the people 
after they have re tu rned  hom e is a  h e lp f u l  
thing. A tru th  th a t is thus presented will p rob­
ably need to be surrounded by songs and hym ns 
on the same subject. There will be Scripture 
as a basis for it. There will be prayer con- 
cernipg it. An objective, consistently driven 
tow ard, and properly supported  by every avail­
able means will impress and help the people.

Too frequently the objective is so beclouded by 
o ther things th a t it fails to  impress as it should. 
If  the objective is faith , why ta lk  so much 
about the m ountain th a t fa ith  will disappear 
and only the m ountain  be seen? W hy let the 
in troduction  of the m ountain  so concern the 
m ind th a t the fa ith  will be shunted  to  one side, 
and the people go from  the service saying, “The 
topic tonight was ‘M ountains, M ountains, a 
C hain of Big M oun ta ins” ? If  the objective of 
the meeting is fa ith  they should go hom e th in k ­
ing of faith , Faith , Conquering Faith .

I t  is a wise leader who prayerfully  chooses 
an objective for the meeting, and then  to  the 
exclusion of o ther things th a t would be im proper 
because of their tendency to  sidetrack the m aifl 
issue, drives ever onw ard tow ard  the accom plish­
m ent of th a t one thing.

G e t t i n g  t h e  M e s s a g e  I n t o  t h e  H e a r t  
General B ooth w rote to  his officers, “ I f  you 

could get the message passed into the heart if 
w ritten  on green paper, and  green paper only, 
then you should by all means use green paper. 
I t  is the message, and not the paper on which 
it is w ritten , th a t you care about. And i f  the 
tru th  th a t will save a soul will be listened to 
from  the lips of a child, or a wom an, or a 
stranger, and from  such individuals only, by all 
means use them . The end, and not the means, is 
the object of your concern.”

-------------------.f -------------------
Sunday is the golden clasp th a t binds together 

the volume of the week.-—L o n g f e l l o w .
---------- ------- + _ ---------------

E very sermon m ust have a  solid rest in 
Scripture, and the pointedness which comes of a 
clear subject, and the conviction which belongs 
to  w ell-thought argum ent, and the w arm th  tha* 
proceeds from  earnest appeal.— P h i l l i p s  B r o o k s .
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CHURCH PUBLICITY

J o s e p h  G r a y  
A r t i c l e  S e v e n — N e w s p a p e r  D i s p l a y  

A d v e r t i s i n g — (C ontinued)

DU R IN G  the W orld W ar the U nited States 
governm ent solicited the aid of the o u t­
standing magazine artists  in Amcrica in 

the preparation  of a group of posters to sell the 
L iberty  Bonds and o ther governm ent agencies 
to  the public. I heard a public speaker say th a t 
one of the rules laid dow n in the preparation  of 
these posters was th a t the w ording on each one 
should not be over tw enty  words long and 
preference should be given to the ones containing 
less than  ten words. If you are old enough, you 
will rem em ber some of th ese ; a recruiting poster 
w ith  the figure of Uncle Sam w ith a pointing 
finger and the w ords “ I W ant Y ou,” a Red Cross 
poster w ith  a picture of a m otherly nurse and 
the w ords, “The G reatest M other in the W orld,” 
a L iberty  Bond poster w ith a striking b attle ­
field illustration and  the w ords, “Buy a Liberty 
B ond and Help W in the W ar.” Count the 
words in each one and then th ink back and re­
m em ber their effectiveness.
^T h ese  were posters, and newspaper display 
jl^ e r tis in g  perm its of m ore w ords than  posters 
because it is read a little more leisurely, yet 
the same principle holds good. The advertisem ent 
th a t gets its message across w ith  the fewest words 
is the m ost effective advertisem ent. Ju s t to 
test this out I opened my m orning paper while 
I was w riting this article and glanced back 
th rough  the advertisem ents I had already read. 
One great d epartm en t store had a half-page 
advertisem ent w ith  only forty-one words in it. 
I read it all the first tim e and  got all of its 
message. A nother departm en t store had an a d ­
vertisem ent of the same size w ith 1,250 words 
in it. On the first reading I read approxim ately 
50 words of th a t advertisem ent, and I  should 
no t have read any more of it if 1 had not tu rned  
back to analyze it and count the words. This 
may seem a little extreme, yet just try  it 
yourself on your own m orning paper and see the 
results.

O ut of these facts, then, we m ay form ulate the 
principle, never use tw o words where one will 
tell the story. Boil a display advertisem ent down 
U ^ h e  bare words necessary to  get the idea across, 

be sure on the o ther hand  to  use enough 
w ords to  get your idea across. Tw enty  words

well chosen are belter than  tw o hundred that 
are carelessly th row n together.

Rem em ber this, also, th a t the fewer the words 
the larger the type th a t you m ay use, and as 
your advertisem ent will probably be smaller than 
a good many other advertisem ents because of the 
size of your purse, this m atter of large type is a 
desirable feature, for it will help to m ake your 
small advertisem ent stand out from the page. 
Given a small advertisem ent set in small type 
and it often seems to be an appendage to  some 
other advertisem ent and so does not get read.

The next poinl 1 would like to emphasize is 
th a t the fewer ideas an advertisem ent contains 
the more likely it is to tell its message. I  have 
just examined and analyzed fifty advertisem ents 
in a national magazine. This should represent 
a fair cross-section of the best advertising practice, 
because these advertisem ents are w ritten  by ad ­
vertising men who are specialists. Of the fifty 
advertisem ents, th irty -th ree confine themselves 
to a single idea w ithout introducing any sub­
sidiary idea even in relation to a single product. 
Fourteen sounded a dom inant note and then 
introduced one subsidiary idea. Only three of the 
fifty had more than  three ideas or themes 
presented in them , and not one presented over 
four.

Again, of the fifty, only six offer more than 
one product in each advertisem ent, five offering 
two products, and one th ree; yet of the fifty 
companies involved a t least thirty-six  of them , 
to  my own knowledge, m anufacture more than  
one product. So here are a t least th irty  com­
panies out of fifty who are content to  advertise 
only p art of their products some of them  even 
in double-page color spread ra ther than  risk 
spoiling their advertisem ents w ith a m ultiplicity 
of ideas.

So we can lay it down as a safe principle th a t 
one idea should dom inate every advertisem ent, 
and not over four ideas should be presented a t 
the m ost, even in a subsidiary way. We should 
not try  to  tell all about our whole program  in 
every advertisem ent. Let us look a t an example 
or two.

Suppose you are running a regular w'eekly dis­
play advertisem ent announcing your services. Do 
not try  to feature every service in every a d ­
vertisem ent. Announce your morning sermon in 
one advertisem ent; feature your music in a n o th e r; 
emphasize your N.Y.P.S. in ano th er; tell about
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a novel Sunday evening feature in ano th er; give 
your Sunday school publicity in another. And 
if you just m ention your o ther services in the 
same advertisem ent try  to  find a different 
catchy w ay of doing it, instead of using the 
usual stereotyped announcem ent. One of the 
best advertisem ents I  ever saw merely announced 
the evening them e, gave the nam e and location of 
the church, and  ran this line, “Unusual Services 
a t the Usual H ours.”

Suppose you are preparing an advertisem ent 
for a revival meeting. Do no t try  to  tell all 
about your regular services in the revival adver­
tisement. Feature your revival. Furtherm ore, 
do no t try  to  tell all about your revival in one 
advertisem ent. Pick out one salient feature and 
advertise th a t. Then follow it up w ith  another 
advertisem ent in which ano ther outstanding 
feature is m ade the dom inant note. F our small 
advertisem ents on four successive days, say ten 
column-inches each, featuring a single feature of 
the revival in each advertisem ent, are m uch better 
advertising th an  one quarter page advertisem ent 
of fo rty  column inches in one edition in which 
such a jum ble of ideas is presented th a t no idea 
is left clearly in the mind of the reader.

One o ther thing needs to  be said about this 
m atter of the dom inant feature, and  th a t is, 
make prom inent the things th a t are really 
prom inent. F or example, an evangelist is a 
really good preacher and an indifferent singer; 
do not feature his singing even if he does sing 
an occasional solo. If a preacher has w ritten  a 
book or tw o on subjects th a t have no relation­
ship to  his preaching, do not feature him as an 
au th o r; on the o ther hand, suppose you en ­
gage a m an for a series of prophetic lectures who 
has w ritten  a good book in the field which is 
som ewhat of an au thority , then you are justified 
in featuring  him  as an author.

One fu rther counsel about the subject m atter 
of your advertisem ents, and  to me this is so im ­
p ortan t th a t 1 am  alm ost a fanatic about it. 
Be sure to  include the nam e and address of your 
church in every advertisem ent together w ith the 
pasto r’s name. L et us consider each one of these 
three, beginning w ith the last one first.

I  believe the pasto r’s name should be in every 
advertisem ent, because in a certain sense, he is 
the product you are advertising. A church 
succeeds or fails, in a large measure, according to 
the personality of the pastor, and his pulpit

(14)

m inistry should be one of the outstanding 
features in his and its success. T hen he is the 
one sustaining and subsidiary feature th a t shc^fc, 
be in every advertisem ent, even though th a t a d ­
vertisem ent is not directly  advertising him.

The street address should be in every  ad v er­
tisement because your location is no t half as 
well known as you th ink  it is. T ry  this experi­
m e n t: 'g e t somebody who is not know n to drive 
into* your tow n and try  to locate your church 
by m aking casual inquiries in tw enty  stores, 
garages, service stations, etc. Unless you are in 
a very small tow n you will be astonished and 
appalled a t the lack of accurate knowledge con­
cerning your location. T hen rem em ber th a t you 
not only hope to reach the perm anent residents, 
but your advertising is also aimed at the new ­
comer who does n o t know the tow n. I once won 
a whole family fo r m y church because the first 
week they were in tow n m y church was the only- 
one th a t announced its street location in the 
paper. So put the street address of your church 
into every advertisem ent and  every church notice, 
and weave it in to  every story  about your church 
if you possibly can.

This is as good a place as any to com m ent on 
the form  of our nam e. I t  is not the “N a z a re j*  
C hurch,” but the “ Church of the N a z a r e n ^  
and it ought to  be so announced in all your a d ­
vertising. The only excuse for using the incorrect 
form  is lack of space, and a little ingenuity will 
nearly always solve th a t problem. T ry  condensing 
the “of the" by arranging it in smaller type in 
your display lines. You m ay even m ake it 
small enough to place the “o f” above the “th e ” 
for the sake of condensation, like this:

CHURCH r°Hl  NAZARENE
I t  is a m istake to  fall into  a careless and  in ­

correct phrasing of our church nam e. “N azarene 
C hurch” m ay be permissible in colloquial speech, 
bu t certainly all our p rin ted  m atte r should a n ­
nounce us as the “Church of the N azarene” for if 
we do not use our nam e correctly , certainly no 
one else will. I  have consistently used the cor­
rect form  of our name in these articles in order 
to drive the tru th  home.

We come now to the consideration of cuts for 
newspaper w ork. We consider p o rtra it cuts 
first. ^

Our first caution is, be sure they are the r i g ®  
screen for the paper and press th a t is to  use them .
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M any preachers make the m istake of using a 
cut for new spaper w ork th a t has been prepared 
Jml use on a high-calendered paper. Examine 

cuts carefully and you will sec they are 
made up of a series of dots or squares. The 
sue of these dots is determ ined by the size of the 
screen used, and in tu rn  will determ ine their use­
fulness. An 80-screen cut is about right for a 
general purpose cut. I t will p rin t reasonably 
well on glossy or calendered stock; it is just 
right for a small, flat-bed press new spaper; but 
it is too tine for the large newspaper prin ted  on 
a ro tary  press. If you arc likely to  be dealing 
with the larger papers you will do well to get a 
coarser cut. Ask your newspaper man or en ­
graver for counsel as to  the size of the screen. 
If you are likely to be prin ting  a lot of literature 
on glossy paper of fine stock, such as a high 
quality bulletin, then you need a cut w ith a finer 
screen than eighty. Y our engraver or printer 
will give you counsel better adapted  to your 
special needs than  I can give you here.

The man who expects to use his cuts often, 
such as an evangelist or lecturer, will find it 
profitable to have one cut and make a bunch of 
mats from it, ra ther than  have three or four cuts 
h ad e  w ith the a ttend an t expense and take chances 
on their being dam aged in the press or lost in 
Lhe mail. Let me explain briefly w ha t m ats are 
and why they are best adapted  to  this work.

The cut is a positive im print w ith a raised 
surface like type. The m at is a heavy piece of 
card into which the cut has been pressed while 
the card was soft to receive its im print and so 
the m at becomes a m atrix from  which other cuts 
of a certain type can be made. Then this m at 
is given to the prin ter who places it in a 
fram e and the m at becomes the bottom  of a 
mold into which lead is poured. When the lead 
cools it is tu rned  out of the mold and is a lead 
cut ready for use in the printing press. When 
the job is done, this cut or slug is melted back 
down to regain the lead as the lead is more 
valuable to the p rin te r than  the labor of making 
the cut. M ats cannot be used successfully for 
more th an  one casting, b u t if they are purchased 
in sufficient quantities a t a time, they will not 
cost an evangelist much more than the postage 
expended in mailing cuts. To get the advantage 
of m ats, the user should plan to  have a t least

(i hundred m ade at a time, otherwise cuts will 
ikcly be cheaper.

Another advantage of mats is th a t they are 
equally useful in small flat-bed presses and in 
the great circular presses of the large news­
papers. If you have ever had a cut come back 
from a large newspaper when it has been pried 
loose from the base and put back in an u n ­
satisfactory way, you will appreciate the ad ­
vantage of mats. Also, the slugs made from 
m ats will not smudge nearly as much as the 
original cuts on a heavy run of newspapers, 
especially if the cut is too fine for the press. 
It is a very small newspaper office indeed th a t 
cannot use m ats these days, as even the average 
weekly has good slug-casting equipm ent.

We give now some further counsels about po r­
tra it cuts. Do not have them too large for the 
rest of your advertisem ent. If  your cut cramps 
your message it is too large. Study several 
good advertisem ents and you will easily recog­
nize that fact. Do not needlessly drag cuts in 
to the detrim ent of your advertisem ent. One 
good cut well placed is better than tw o or three 
jam m ed in heedlessly. Be sure the cuts are 
reasonably up-to -date  and true to  life. Better 
not to  use a cut at all than a misleading one. Do 
not illustrate a m inor feature to the detrim ent 
of the main feature of your advertisem ent. An 
example or two of this will suffice. I remember 
an advertisem ent of a revival in which the 
evangelist’s cut was a small one-colum n affair 
and the local pasto r’s own cut in the advertise­
m ent was a large two-colum n one. One cam p- 
meeting poster carried no cut of one evangelist, a 
one-column cut of the o ther one, a one-column 
cut o! the song leader and a tw o-colum n cut 
of the chairm an of the campmeeting board. I t 
would have been better to omit the la tte r cut 
entirely, or even om it them all, than to have 
such a disproportion in the advertisem ent.

We would also draw  your attention  to  the 
possibilities of cut or mat service in newspaper 
advertising. Refer back to  the paragraph th a t 
describes the process of turning a cut into a lead 
slug by way of a m at, and read the rest of 
this w ith th a t inform ation in mind. There was a 
time when the only cuts available for newspapers 
were a few in their local stock. We are not 
talking of p o rtra it cuts now, b u t illustrative cuts. 
Now a great national enterprise know n as the 
M eyerboth Cut Service makes possible a con­
tinuous supply of fresh cuts. There m ay be other 
companies in the eastern field, but M eyerboth



248 THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE
serves all the western territo ry  with w'hich I  am 
familiar.

M y understanding is th a t a newspaper may 
subscribe for a small or a large service as their 
needs dem and. Every m onth  a large book of 
tim ely m ats is shipped to each subscriber, these 
m ats being illustrations of timely features. The 
newspaper may then cu t out any of these it 
wishes to  use and cast its slugs from them. Of 
course the m ats are largely illustrative of com ­
mercial themes, but there are always a few church 
cuts, and always some cuts th a t are tim ely, such 
as flags, flow'ers, wreaths, turkeys, etc., for the 
various season and festival days. This service is 
available w ithout cost to the advertisers of a 
paper, the newspaper paying for the service as a 
p art of their upkeep cost, just as they m ake their 
type available to the advertiser. This service 
m ust not be confused w ith the m ats mailed to 
newspapers by national advertisers for their 
copy. The mats used in these national cam ­
paigns arc not available, but if you are paying 
for your advertising, you are just as much entitled 
to the cuts available in the M eyerboth service 
as your grocery or hardw are store. Very few 
papers are w ithout it. Ask your local newspaper 
man about it the next time you w ant to run an 
advertisem ent. I just checked over my local 
newspaper and I find over tw enty cuts in one 
issue th a t look as though they came out of the 
M eyerboth service. This eliminates all the cuts 
th a t were evidently mailed in on national cam ­
paigns.

Here is a service th a t far too few persons are 
using. I presume th a t in m any cases it is because 
they do not know about it and have no t learned 
its value. W hat could be m ore appropriate for 
an Easter church advertisem ent than an  E aster 
lily? A man leaning over and pointing to the 
w ord revival w'ill a ttra c t more atten tion  than 
just the w ord itself. A trum pet in the hands of 
a herald is more applicable to the announcem ent 
of the heralds of the gospel than  to a musical 
concert or a bargain sale. All these are con­
crete illustrations of cuts available. At various 
tim es I  have noted in this service cu t of Hoff­
m an’s “H ead of Christ,” D a Vinci’s “Last Sup­
per,” “The Babe in Bethlehem and the Wise 
M en.” Look this service over if your paper 
carries it, and very likely it does, and acquaint 
yourself w ith its possibilities.

Incidentally one advantage th a t the job press
(16)

of a newspaper office has over a small independent 
job printing establishm ent is th a t this cu t service 
is also available for catchy job  printing. 
it in mind when you w'ant prin ted  handbills
posters.

We come now to one last counsel about display 
advertising. We have m entioned it incidentally in 
several places but it will bear repetition in a 
way tfmt will emphasize it again:

A
U s e  P l e n t y  o f  W h i t e  S p a c e

It is poor economy th a t jam s so much copy 
into an advertisem ent th a t the advertisem ent loses 
its identity  in a mass of o ther p rin ted  m atter. 
Pick up your paper again and see which a d ­
vertisem ents a ttra c t you r eye. Nine times out 
of ten they w'ill have nearly a th ird  of their space 
white. The same principle th a t puts m argins on 
the pages of a book or newspaper apply here. 
Pictures ran be allowed to  go to  the edges of 
the limits of vision, but w'ords should no t crow d 
out to the edges of the vision or the eye will not 
take them  in.

There are o ther things th a t might be said about 
display advertising, but they would need cuts 
and boxes to illustrate them , and T i i e  P r e a c h ­
e r ’s M a g a z i n e  does not lend itself readily 
these, so will om it them. I would urge you to 
study gnod  advertising of every type in order 
to learn some of the things you ought to  know 
and to put into practice in your church advertis­
ing.

N ext month we will discuss signs and posters.

PENTECOSTAL ACTUALITIES
I. L. F l y n n

IV. P e n t e c o s t a l  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t  
T e x t — A c ts  2 : 1 - 4 ;  1 5 :8 ,  Q.
HAT did the pentecostal baptism  w ith  

the Holy Ghost accomplish for the 
disciples? This is controverted  

ground. In  fact it is the b attle  ground am ong 
nearly all denom inations. M any tell us th a t the 
disciples were not regenerated until the day of 
Pentecost. O thers say they were reclaimed. If  
either of these statem ents is true, why do not 
regeneration, or reclam ation today  bring the same 
results in the lives of the people as it did in the 
lives of the disciples? As we proved in a form e^ 
sermon, the disciples were in the very best
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spiritual condition regeneration could pu t them 
on the day when Pentecost came. O thers tell us

«  disciples received pow er to  perform  miracles 
:n the Pentecostal “blessing” came. But they 
had perform ed miracles long before Pentecost. 

Then still others keep telling us th a t the disciples 
received “pow er.’’ Some qualify the statem ent by 
saying they received pow er for service, and 
some just say they received “ the pow er.”

In these last days there is a certain schismatic 
body who tell us th a t the disciples received the 
Holy Ghost to enable them  to speak in tongues— 
unknow n tongues. While they received the gift 
of tongues— language— th a t was only accom mo­
dating, just like the wind, the sound and the 
cloven tongues were incidental. The power they 
received helped them  to perform  miracles. I t  gave 
pow er for service—double service, or more service 
th an  they had ever had before. While the 
“pow er” came to them  w ith  the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, th a t was n o t the ultim ate reason for 
the bestowm ent of the Spirit.

W hat did Pentecost do for the disciples? They 
received a pure heart. In  Acts 15:8, 9, Peter says 
their hearts were purified. T ha t was then and 
is now, the universal need, and desire of all 
J fe is tia n s . All regenerated persons “hunger and 
th irs t” afte r more of God th an  they received in 
their regeneration. T ake the Old Testam ent 
characters, hear them  long and  cry out for G od’s 
fullness. D avid in the 51st Psalm cries fo r a 
pure heart. Isaiah got a glimpse of G od’s holiness 
and his own uncleanness and confessed his need. 
Samuel M orris, the un tu tored  African boy in 
th a t dark  continent, so longed for the H oly Ghost 
cleansing and filling th a t he m ade his way across 
the ocean w ithout m oney or friends to  America 
to find th a t which satisfies the soul. I read a 
short time ago of ano ther African boy who, 
afte r his conversion, prayed, “0  Lord, I have 
given m y heart to  thee to  be thy house, come 
now and sweep it ou t and  m ake it clean.” So 
the cry goes up from  all peoples of all ages, for 
a clean heart.

The Holy Ghost baptism  gave power. Before 
Pentecost they had pow er to  perform  miracles, 
bu t now they have pow er to  live holy lives, and 
testify th a t Jesus is tru ly  the Son of God. T heir 
fearless witnessing on th a t day resulted in three 
thousand conversions. They had power, but 
^ ^ n  the Holy Ghost came they were infilled 
and  enw rapped and indwelt w ith  the divine a f ­

(17)

flatus that gave them  a power they never had' 
known before. His coming brought the pow er 
of hum ility, or gentleness and  tenderness. His 
coming brought power to  be broken-hearted  and 
contrite. The power of separation from  the 
world, and from thenceforth their gaze w as fixed 
on the unseen glories, God w orking th rough  
them.

P o w e r! We do not mean a weird, knock-dow n’ 
and drag out m anifestation, bu t power to  live 
right and carry the glad message to  the perishing 
millions of earth. They had power over their 
adversaries. At the end of a long and useful 
life John  wrote, “Greater is he th a t is in you, 
than he th a t is in the w orld .” Power to  live and 
do. How the people today need this heart 
cleansing and filling with the Holy S p ir it! A 
clean heart and life gives a holy influence th a t 
tells for good. I read somewhere in the life of 
C. G. Finney, where he went once to  visit th e  
superintendent of a cotton mill. M r. Finney was 
left to view the intricate m achinery while th e  
superintendent was called off on business. As 
M r. Finney stood looking over the mill, a 
worker nearby saw his glowing countenance and1 
the serenity of the man, began to weep. Others, 
looked a t the man of God and were brought under 
conviction. When the mill superintendent re­
turned to M r. Finney and realized the situation, 
he ordered the mill stopped and  said, “ I t  is time 
to seek God.”

The Holy Ghost gives light. Jesus said the 
Holy Spirit would come, “He shall take of 
mine, and shall show it unto you .” The Spirit 
will illum inate the W ord of God. Before P ente­
cost they only partia lly  understood the scriptures. 
There is much confusion and division today 
among the people because of the failure to 
properly in terpret the W ord. Paul says th a t “No 
m an can say th a t Jesus is Lord, bu t by the 
Holy G host.”

The Holy Spirit gives assurance. Any degree 
of salvation would be worthless unless there 
was the knowledge—assurance— th a t the recipient 
really possessed it. How would he know  his sins 
were forgiven unless he received some kind of 
ev idence! P aul says th a t in conversion “The 
Spirit himself - beareth witness w ith our spirit, 
th a t we are children of G od.” Then there is an 
evidence to our regeneration. Possibly there is 
a more pungent witness to  your sanctification by 
the Holy Spirit himself th an  we received in 
regeneration.
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This is true because in our sanctification we 

receive the fullness of the Holy Ghost. There 
are m any scriptures we could cite to  prove our 
position. However, we will give you only one 
a t this time. In  Hebrews 10:14, IS, we read, 
“ For by one offering he [Jesus] hath  perfected 
forever them  th a t are sanctified. W hereof the 
Holy Ghost also is a witness to us.” All down 
the ages those who have received the sanctifying 
grace have testified to  this fact. H ear w hat 
W illiam Carvosso says. He was saved on 
M ay 7, 1771, and about a year later, M arch 13, 
he says he was sanctified, and the refining fire 
w ent through his soul, and he says, “ I then 
received the full witness of the Spirit th a t the 
blood cleansed m e.” We constantly  read in the 
epistles where the w riter says, “Knowing th is; we 
know ; this know .” They had the assurance.

How wonderful it is to  know all the time th a t 
there is no t a p in’s point between you and your 
Savior. This can be so. Glorious witness!

The coming of the Holy Ghost brings liberty. 
The Apostle Paul says, “W here the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty .” This was clearly dem on­
stra ted  w'hen the disciples received the Holy 
Ghost. Before Pentecost they were tied down, 
b u t when the Spirit came how free they were.

He will give liberty  in prayer. Notice the 
difference between a person's praying before and 
after he is sanctified. W hen the sanctifying power 
com es’ their prayers roll out from  their heart, 
they literally “boil” over. This, you know, 
Jam es says real praying is. W hen you get to 
praying in the Spirit, there seems no stopping 
place. Oh, how' good it is to pray under the 
S pirit’s an o in tin g !

T hen there is liberty in testim ony. M ultiplied 
thousands of Christians tell you th a t they can­
not ta lk  in public. They seem to have w hat the 
early holiness preachers called “tongue-tied” 
religion. Let th a t same crowd get sanctified, and 
you can hardly hold them down. Before they 
had no liberty, now they hardly  know w hat to 
'do w ith their “liberty .”

There are so m any C hristians th a t have no 
liberty. They alm ost dread the testim ony m eet­
ing. They testify because they d on ’t  w an t to  be 
counted “down and o u t.” You rem em ber when 
Jesus raised Lazarus from  the dead, He said, 
'Loose him, and let him  go.” H ow  we need 

our tongues loosed th a t we m ight go and tell the 
story to the very last unsaved man on e a r th !

(18 )

Sanctification brings liberty  in preaching. M any 
a preacher has come back from  the holiness 
cam pmeeting where he got sanctified, an A  
astonished his congregation by his new liberty n r  
proclaim ing the gospel tru ths . They have been 
made to exclaim, “We have a new preacher.”

The Holy Ghost baptism  th a t I am  talking 
about will d raw  you so close to  the great, loving 
heart -that you can alm ost hear and  feel His 
hear^-throb for a lost w orld! You are draw n 
to H im  like the steel is d raw n to the m agnet, until 
the two alm ost become one. In  fact the m agnet 
will magnetize the steel, so th a t the steel will 
become a m agnet itself and  have the same d raw ­
ing power. How we need this surcharging of the 
Holy Ghost until we will d raw  the lost ones round 
about us unto God! Is not this w hat the disciples 
did afte r the Holy Ghost came to them ? Hear 
this second chapter of Acts as it says there 
were about three thousand added to the L o rd ! 
This power aw aits us today when we receive 
Him in all His fullness. Will you seek H im ?

------------------- i.-------------------
THE IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING 

HOLINESS
G e n e  E. P h i l l i p s

TH E R E  can be no question th a t “Holiness 
Unto the L ord ” has been the banner under 
which the Church of the N azarene has 
m arched during these tw enty-six years, and to 
which one hundred and tw enty-five thousand 

people have been a ttrac ted  and have fallen in 
line with its onw ard m arch. If  you study  the 
grow th of the Church of the Nazarene you 
m ust come to the conclusion eventually th a t be­
cause of the clarion call to  holiness m ultiplied 
thousands have tu rned  their faces our way. 
F or one hundred and  tw enty-five thousand 
people only represent the strength  of the church 
as it stands today , bu t it does not represent the 
num ber which have come to us and  have been 
enrolled w ith our num ber and have been given 
th e ir heavenly transfer.

W hat has been the a ttrac tio n  to  this little 
growing church? W hat caused them  to  step 
out alone? O ur church has often worshiped in 
halls and  basem ents, in tents and in brush  arbors. 
We have n o t always had big pulpits and nice 
pews to  offer. W hat, then, has been the great 
a ttra c tio n ?  I t  has been “ Holiness U nto £ >  
L ord,” T h is  has not bw'n alone the message of
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our church, but w hether we have preached the 
new b irth , repentance, justification by faith , or 

resurrection, interw oven through it and 
w rapped sbout it in the preacher's thinking at 
least was the one great essential—Holiness. It 
may not always be m entioned- in the m inister’s 
message, but still he has it as the final goal to 
which he is striving to lead his people. Until 
he is successful in leading his people into a life 
of holiness he is never satisfied. No m atter how 
earnestly they repent nor how clearly they are 
converted, he alw ays has a deep concern for the 
unsanctified of his church.

Holiness is the one essential of our church 
which came into being as an organization be­
cause of this one great doctrine. Those little 
groups scattered over this country in the East and 
South  and W est were definite holiness groups. 
Dr. Bresee, Dr. Reynolds, H ow ard Hoople, C. B. 
Jern igan , C. W . R uth , and others, were o u t­
standing preachers of holiness. We need only to 
listen to one of the survivors of th a t period to 
catch the definite note in their message.

We need only to  take a hasty review' of the 
beginning of the Church of the Nazarene and we 
^ i l l  clearly see the im portance of the message 
V  holiness today. I t is said th a t after the passing 
of the Wesleys and their coadjutors there must 
have been som ewhat of a lull in the teaching of 
holiness am ong M ethodists. So th a t during the 
first half of the 19th century, while the M ethodists 
were busy conquering the new world holiness 
became their “neglected them e,” as well as the 
neglected them e of o ther churches and people, 
and when a revival did break out again it was a 
revival of holiness, and am ong the leading preach­
ers of a little la te r day were Chas. G. Finney, 
Sam Jones and D. L. M oody. They all testified 
to a second w ork, and Finney made sanctification 
a dom inant note in his preaching. O ur church 
has set ap a rt th is year for a definite and united 
C rusade for Souls, and great will be the results 
if our m inistry  will only recognize the im portance 
of the message of holiness to  produce the revival.

I shall call your a tten tion  now  to a few reasons 
for the im portance of preaching holiness.

1. M en arc hungry fo r  the m essage.

E veryw here we go w ith  the message of holiness 
it meets with a hearty  response. M en w an t it. 
J^ iey  feel their need of it, and they consider you 
their friend and an able m inister if you will only

present to them the doctrine of entire sanctifica­
tion in a clear and understanding m anner. Of 
course men are not alone hungry for the clear 
presentation of the doctrine— they also w ant to  
see the fruits of it in the m inister’s life and  in 
the lives of those who profess the experience. 
B ut give them  that w ith the doctrinal message 
and the whole world is our parish. There are 
o ther churches preaching repentance and justifi­
cation by faith , it is to  us th a t the field is open 
for the definite preaching of holiness.

II. T he im portance o f  preaching holiness can 
be seen in the beauty  o f  the doctrine.

There is som ething m ajestic about holiness 
preaching. Think of the old campmeetings in 
this country where holiness has been the one 
outstanding theme of the entire cam p, and m any 
have come and  cam ped for the ten days to  hear 
the old message which is ever new. I t  had to 
be majestic to  hold the a ttention  of thinking 
people year afte r year. The message of holiness 
is always pointing definitely to  a Christlike 
life, and points definitely to  Him as the C hris­
tian 's real pattern  of living. Then it follows so 
closely the M aster’s great texts which He used; 
one of which is, “Be ye therefore perfect even 
as your F ather which is in heaven is perfect.” 
The preaching of Jesus alw'ays pointed tow ard 
this one thing. He had one standard  and  only 
one and  He w'as never satisfied w ith  the heart of 
any individual until he measured up to  this 
standard . He was heard to  rebuke some of His 
prom inent disciples for n o t putting  holiness on 
display. C hrist’s standard  was holy living, and 
anything short of th a t would not do. We m ust 
preach holiness if we preach w hat Jesus preached; 
for Jesus gave us the Golden Rule and holiness 
lies at the heart of the Golden Rule. One of the 
inspired w riters referring to  holiness spoke of 
the “beauty of holiness,” and the very fact th a t 
Jesus preached i* assures us th a t it is possessed 
of rare beauty.

II I . It is im portant that we preach  holiness 
fur we will disappoint the p eop le i f  w e fa il to 
preach  it.

As we have already asserted, our church has 
been built under the banner of holiness. I t  has 
quickly become known as a holiness i hurch in 
every city into which we have gone, and people 
enter our doors expecting to  hear th a t message, 
and if we fail to  give it to them  they go away 
disappo’nted. We have no more right to  go

(19)
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under tnc name of a holiness church and fail 
to produce the message, definite and clear, than 
a m anufacturer has to  label his conm odity  
one thing unless it contains w hat the label 
guarantees. We owe the message of holiness to  
the people just as clearly as we have received 
it. There is some reproach connected w ith  the 
preaching of it, :md always will b e ; if it is 
definitely preached. The devil hates holiness, and 
alwavs !i~s, and if a preacher has a compromising 
streak in him, there will be times w hin  he will 
neglect the message for th a t reason, b u t if he 
does he will be the loser

IV. And that leads m e to this p o in t ' It is 
im portant that w e preach  holiness fo r  ;t if a  big 
message.

A lot of us are little preachers, and never 
would have been heard of had it not been for 
the big message we have had to preach—the 
message of holiness. Some who have found th a t 
they were in dem and have forgotten why they 
were in dem and. They have thought people 
came to hear them  because of some rare gift 
which they possessed, and they have become ex­
cited and forgotten their big message, only to  
soon have people forget them . A lot of little 
holiness preachers today have more than  they 
can do because of their big message, while 
m any men of greater ability , b u t w ith a smaller 
message, are looking for a job. P ity  us if 
we forget our big message.

V. The im portance o f  preaching holiness can 
be seen in the fact that peop le w ill n ever seek  
and find a  defin ite experience unless a defin ite 
experience is preached .

Ju s t simply attending holiness churches in 
nam e will not m ake holy people. They m ust 
hear the message given “ line upon line: here a 
little and there a little." They do no t always 
see the tru th  the first time they hear it. We 
may have presented the message once and given 
a clear presentation of it. T h a t is, it may have 
been clear enough to us. B ut oftentim es th a t 
is not sufficient. One reason people do not 
seek the experience is th a t they do n o t realize it 
is for them , or they do not understand it suffi­
ciently to seek it. M any do not know w hat our 
doctrine is. Some of our dear friends have 
b?en quick to tell w hat we believe and teach, 
and m any times they have been misinformed. 
F or instance, some of our friends say we preach 
th a t a m an may become so holy he cannot sin,

and that is m isrepresenting us. I t  rem ains for us 
to  give the people the tru th  regarding ourselves.

VI. H oliness preaching w ill bring about 
revival.

You will please pardon a b it of personal ex­
perience. We were w ith Rev. A. H . Perry  of 
D ayton, Ohio, in a cam pm eeting in Carmichaels, 
Pa., last summ er. I t  was my sixth tim e to be 
a worker in th a t cam p. I t  was only a local 
cam p,< and it was our privilege to  be one of 
the workers a t the first cam p held on the 
grounds about ten years before. D uring the 
la tte r p art of this cam p the L ord  led us both  to 
preach definitely on holiness each n ight. Never 
before had  we been so definite in the night 
preaching, and to me this was the outstanding 
camp of the six. A m ighty break came on one 
of the closing nights, and hardened sinners 
sought the Lord. The a lta r calls were easy, and 
sensational a lta r calls were not necessary. The 
Holy Spirit wooed and  men and  women were 
hungry for God. In  spite of the m any argu ­
m ents to  the co n trary , clear, definite holiness 
preaching works, and will lead our people to a 
level of ethical and spiritual living th a t nothing 
else will do.

V II. And just a  thought relative to our 
churches and holiness.

1. Holiness makes a united church. I t  fixes 
us so we can all get along together. Problem s 
are sure to arise, b u t there is alw ays a solution 
for them  in a holiness church. One definite 
message on holiness m ay clear the entire a tm os­
phere of the church. Of course afte r we preach 
we must give it an opportunity  to  w ork. I  have 
in my personal m inistry seen a condition th a t 
m ight have split the church, alm ost to tally  
elim inated th rough one message w ith a holiness 
accent.

2 . Holiness makes a spiritual people. Gives 
us the pow er to  estim ate proper values. To 
know w hat to  select for life m aterial and w hat 
to cast aside.

3. Holiness makes a liberal church. Y our 
church will pay for holiness preaching. I t  makes 
them  liberal. There is no class of people so 
liberal as holiness people.

4. Holiness people are a Bible loving people. 
They do not w an t book reviews, b u t the W ord 
of God. The only book from  w hich you can 
preach holiness is the Bible, and the more we 
preach holiness to  our people the m ore they 
will love their Bibles.

(20)
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V III. H oliness is really  God's great signet 

stam p.

*  stam ps everything th a t belongs to  Him 
w ith  th a t stam p. On the fron t of the p riest’s 
m iter was “Holiness to  the L ord .” The vessels 
consecrated to  His service were holy vessels. The 
Bible has the stam p— Holy Bible. D uring the 
m illennium, “ Holiness unto the L ord” will be 
on the pots and pans, and on the horses’ 
bridles, and His people are m arked with that 
stam p “ Holiness unto  the L ord .”

The Lord will have the message preached and 
if we fail to  preach it, He will take the oppor­
tun ity  from us and give it to  another.

I m ay be a little prejudiced, but somehow I 
believe it is difficult for us to emphasize the 
message of holiness too m uch. There m ight have 
been one or tw o preachers in the past who, if 
a hobby could be m ade of holiness, did th a t; 
but I would not dare say they did. However, 
today, 1 fear there is far too little preaching on 
this im portant subject. O ur church m ust have 
a program , but it m ust be a holiness program , 
and it is left up to our m any pastors and evan­
gelists to see th a t it is just th a t. We, as pastors, 
have had tu rned  over to  us a spiritual church, 
^ ^ d e  so by holiness preaching, and the only 
thing th a t will meet the sin and worldliness of 
this present evil day w ith a blow strong enough 
to  send it gasping from its throne, is the same 
definite preaching of holiness.

M ay God help us to  stay on our knees and in 
our studies until our very souls are afire w ith 
this great tru th , and then step into our pulpits 
under such anointing th a t revival fires shall be 
kindled the length and breadth  of this la n d ! 

-----------------.;.----------------
A Negro tried  to  get into a fashionable church 

in America, b u t was not w anted. He consulted 
the pastor, who advised him to pray about it. 
Some tim e afte r the m inister met the Negro, and 
inquired w hat answer he had received. • The 
Negro said, “The L ord  to ld  me He had been 
try ing  to get into th a t church Himself for the 
last tw o years, but couldn’t so you m ustn 't 
expect to  get in .”

------------------ - f -------------------
M en th ink  God is destroying them  because He 

i ^ u n in g  them . The violinist screws up  the key 
the tense cord strikes concert pitch, b u t it 

is n o t to  break it, bu t to  use it tunefully.

PEOPLE SHOULD COME TO MY CHURCH 
BECAUSE THE SERVICES ARE 
ATTRACTIVE AND HELPFUL

W i l l i a m  L a m b e r t

PE O PL E  have varied reasons for coming to 
church. Some come purely for the worship, 
others to  receive help for themselves, some 

to be a blessing to  others, and yet others may 
come through habit, or because someone else is 
to  be there. B ut w hatever their m otive, I  feel 
honored to  have people enter the door of m y 
church. They could have gone elsewhere, o r they 
could have stayed a t home. I t  has cost them 
som ething to com e; of tim e, effort, ease and  com ­
fort. But they are here, and now m y duty  to 
them  is to give them  w hat they need and  w hat 
their hearts crave. And when I  feel th a t my 
services are to be helpful and attractive I  do not 
hesitate to  invite and welcome them  here.

W7hen people arrive a t my church I  w an t them  
to find me there. I th ink  they have a right to 
expect th a t. In  some sense, they are my guests 
and should no t I be there to  greet them ? I 
have good ushers to  m eet them  a t the door and 
assist them  to be suitably and com fortably 
seated. There are always some who should sit 
near the front, and  others w ho should no t be 
allowed to  sit irt the back seats. There are 
visitors to be given special attention . The ushers 
can do much to m ake the service a ttractive by 
properly seating the people. One of the most 
discourteous things people can do is to  be seated 
in the end of a pew and then refuse to  move 
over when someone else is to  be seated in that 
same pew. Those who find seats in th a t pew 
m ust either climb over this person’s knees o r this 
person m ust arise and step out in the aisle and 
then be seated again, making himself very con­
spicuous. This person sometimes is one of the old 
standbys of the church and feels th a t he has in 
some measure pre-em pted th a t particular seat 
and could not w orship well unless seated right 
there. I t  is selfish and discourteous. I  hope 
someone will come forw ard w ith  a rem edy for 
this. (Perhaps there is an opportunity  for some­
one to  render a fine contribution  to  the church 
by w riting a book on religious etiquette.)

1 w an t my church to be a house of prayer. I t  
is not a playhouse and I  cannot afford to  allow 
the running of children and  the great babble of 
m any voices talking loudly which often be­
comes so d istracting to thoughtfu l worshipers. I
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pray beforehand th a t God will fill the place with 
His presence so th a t when people enter the 
building they will feel the sacredness of the 
place and the very atm osphere will breathe of 
worship. E very  person should be in his place 
a few m om ents before tim e to  s ta r t the service 
and have time to become composed and bow the 
head in prayer and thank  God for the privilege 
of worshiping again in His sanctuary. People 
should be seated tow ard  the fron t of the room  
first and leave the back seats for the stragglers.

I s ta rt my services on time. There is no excuse 
a t all to  s tart services late. I m ust repent and 
ask forgiveness if I  am  late getting there. There 
is no excuse th a t I  can th ink  of fo r m y being 
late. If  I have to drive my car I should s ta rt 
early enough so th a t I  could change a flat tire 
and still be there on time. There is no sick call 
th a t should keep me aw ay, unless I  can make 
some o ther arrangem ents for the service to  go 
forw ard. If  m inisters could be penalized for 
being late, ju st as w orkm en are, they would get 
there on tim e every tim e. I also close in reason­
able tim e. I t  is a breach of tru s t for me to 
hold people way beyond the ordinary  closing time 
to  hear my long-winded sermon.

M y choir takes its place right on time and at 
the first call. I do not stand and beg folks to  
come to  the choir. I  w an t them  to  come in 
orderly fashion and if possible to  m arch up to ­
gether in the order in which they are to  be 
seated. I insist th a t my choir leader have the 
songs selected beforehand and th a t they be 
selected w ith a view to  their appropriateness for 
th a t particular service. I  w ant songs w ith a mes­
sage and w ith music as well. There is no place 
for the “H ippe tv-hop-to-the-barber-shop" type 
of songs in my service. Music can be lively and 
inspiring w ithout being light and jazzy. No m a t­
ter how good the words m ay be, I  w ant some 
music w ith  them. Otherwise just read the poem ; 
it will mean m ore. M any a good tune has been 
ruined by having some nonsense w ritten  to  it, 
and likewise m any a good poem has been spoiled 
by having some little d itty  of a  tune set to  it.
I w an t my choir leader to  really lead the singing, 
ra ther than  for the organist or pianist to  do it.
I w an t the leader to  tell the people w ha t and 
when to  sing. I  w an t him  also to  be reasonably 
sure th a t the minds of the worshipers are on the 
message of the song. A dead song service or an 
overdone song service can just about ruin the re­
m ainder of the meeting.

(22)

I w ant a good orchestra. One th a t will be 
there and tuned up and r«ady for the first verse. 
If they come la ter than  th a t let them  stay  o u t ^  
the orchestra. M y services are im p o rtan t and 
folks m ust learn th a t they cannot dally  around 
about them.

The special music, if any, should be in keeping 
w ith the o ther parts of the service. F irst of all, 
I w ant a special singer who can sing. T hen I  
want*- him to have a song w'orth singing and  one 
that is w orth listening to—a real contribution  
to the service. I prefer having a good saved and 
sanctified person to do this singing. One who is 
dressed so he is presentable.

I m ake my announcem ents as brief as possible 
and y ; t  have the people understand them . One 
can w aste a lot of tim e and bore his congregation 
by taking too long for this.

The public p ray er or the p rayer in the public 
service is an im p o rtan t p art of th a t service. I t  
is the time when the m inds of the w orshipers are 
tu rned  from everything else and tu rned  directly 
tow ard  God, in reverence, praise and petition . We 
are gathered here in this capacity fo r the express 
purpose of w orshiping God. He has m ade it 
possible for us to  be b rought in to  this blesss^ 
relationship w ith himself, and now wTe bow ™ 
reverence to H im . If we fail to  contact God we 
have failed in an im portan t thing. If  we fail 
to  reach His ear we miss the m ark. I t  is God we 
need. It is God we m ust have. W itho u t Him 
it will be m echanical and lifeless, and  often u n ­
palatable. Only one person a t a tim e can properly  
lead this prayer. For m any to  begin praying 
audibly when the public prayer is called fo r is to  
make confusion. Let each one follow' the prayer 
that is being prayed and m ake it his or her 
prayer. The person asked to  lead th is prayer 
should be someone who can pray  well in public. 
There are good people who cannot p ray  well in 
public and should not be em barrassed by  being 
called on to  do so. M any  times it is best for 
the pastor or leader to  m ake this prayer. He 
has the needs of the people on his h eart, and  no 
one is b etter fitted to carry  these needs to  the 
th rone than  the pastor. This p rayer should not 
be a long, ram bling recitem ent, b u t earnest and 
directly to  the point. N either should it  be a 
sentence affair, b u t a real pouring o u t of the 
heart for the present needs. Perhaps on the 
average, three minutes is long enough tim e f(* 
this prayer. I t  m ay seem ra th er too short a time
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for some prayers and far too long for others. I  
have found in my personal experience it is best 
^  me to  silently ask God to bless the one 
praying and  help him  to  m ake my petition , and 
then listen to  his prayer and  say am en (so be 
it, L ord), to  this petition .

I make the offering as w orshipful as possible. 
The claim has been m ade th a t we drive folks 
aw ay from  our services by always begging for 
money. T h a t m ight possibly occur sometimes, 
bu t I do not feel th a t it need be the case. Our 
folks are good to  give and alw ays w an t to  see 
the obligations met. We m ust present these needs 
to our people in order to  get them  to see their 
du ty . I practice tith ing, preach tith ing, and 
exhort people to  tithe. B ut all do n o t tithe. I 
have to  ask for special offerings sometimes and  
do no t apologize for doing it. This is G od’s w ork 
and  I am  G od’s servan t and will do my best to 
take care of my F ather's  business. I  w an t my 
people to feel they are doing it fo r God and 
n o t for me. A quotation  from  the Bible on 
giving, or some saying of a well know n person 
m ay help at the tim e of the regular offering. I t  
is a blessing for people to  give and should be con­
sidered an act of worship. ‘‘See th a t ye abound in 
his grace also.”

I always aim  to recognize visiting people in 
some way. If there is a visiting m inister I may 
ask him  to lead the p rayer or give a w ord of 
testim ony, or give some other recognition. Of 
course discretion m ust be used in this. Those 
whom I cannot recognize publicly I try  to reach 
before they leave the house and have a w ord with 
them  thanking  them  for coming to  m y service. 
M any a stranger has dropped into a service w ith  
a heavy heart and will go aw ay w ith a heavier 
one if no one pays any a ttention  to him . A 
kind w ord costs so little and yet is w orth  so 
much.

I aim to m ake the sermon the m ain feature, 
for I feel th a t it is the m ost necessary p a rt of 
the service. All the o ther things can be. had in 
a .measure elsewhere. B ut not the preaching of 
G od’s W ord under the anointing of the Holy 
Ghost, and w ith th a t unctuous fervor th a t God 
gives to  His chosen servants. A preacher is called 
of God for a specific thing, to preach . O thers 
can conduct the service, sing, take the offering, 
etc. B ut only to  G od’s chosen servant can th a t 
peculiar anointing be given which makes him
Si preacher. A preacher in d eed , and not just a 
talker.

(23)

I  H a v e  P r e p a r e d  S e r m o n s  
The first process in this p reparation  is the 

preparation  of my heart. The best thing fo r the 
heart of a preacher is p lenty  of tim e alone w ith 
the Divine One. M y heart m ust get still before 
God. The door to  the outside w orld m ust be 
closed tigh tly ; until I  am  all alone w ith  God. 
I t  may be on m y knees or some o ther posture of 
the body, bu t it m ust be alone w ith  God. I  often 
have failed to get th a t closet door tightly  closed 
and the things from  the outside w orld come 
slipping in to  drow n out the voice of God to  my 
soul. 1 m ust get th a t door closed; I  m ust be 
alone with H im . I am  His messenger and it  is 
His message th a t I  am  to bear. Will He tru s t me 
with th a t message? Yes, when I  am  perfectly 
submissive. I t  is His sheep and lam bs th a t I 
am  to feed. I am  b u t the instrum ent or con­
veyor through which He is going to do it. M y 
heart m ust have this touch w ith  H im  so th a t I 
may have His view point and His passion. If  I 
can see som ething of w hat He sees and have 
some of the love th a t He has, then I can m ore 
nearly do as He would do if He were here. If  
my heart is no t first w arm ed and  moved then my 
hearers are seldom w arm ed and m oved. B ut 
when my own heart is greatly stirred  and moved 
then my hearers will catch the fire and  their own 
hearts will burn  w ithin them . Someone has said 
the best thing for a preacher to  do ju st before 
going to the pulpit is to  read the story  of the 
crucifixion. I  have done this w ith  good effect on 
my own soul. There is in the heart of every 
called and anointed  preacher a message which 
is dem anding a giving out. I t  will rend the 
preacher’s very heart and  being until it finds its 
way out to  the w orld. I t  is crying w ithin  you 
for release.

The sermon them e is selected according to the 
need of m y hearers, as nearly as I can detect 
th a t need. I  am  aw are of the fact th a t it takes 
an effort for m any people to. get to  the church to 
hear my message. Some are infirm w ith  age, 
others are w'eary with the cares of life, still 
others are needed elsewhere, and  could ju st as 
easily, or m aybe a little m ore easily, have gone 
some o ther place. Some come w ith  heavy hearts, 
and  sad. O thers w ith  grief or bereavem ent weigh­
ing them  down. Some have had severe testings 
during the w'eek. M any are hungry  of heart. 
O thers may be giddy and thoughtless. And some 
m ay be straying from  the fold. I know I will
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have a mixed m ultitude to  preach to . Some 
saints who are ripe for glory. Some who are 
bearing the burden in the heat of the day. Some 
may be tossing about on the billows of tim e be­
fore getting established in grace. Some seeking 
God for pardon, and others for purity . Y et 
others may be backslidden in heart while still 
going on professing. And there are some entirely 
outside the fold. Some are on the m ountain 
top  and others in the valley. W hat shall I  preach?
I cannot spread the table for each and  every in­
dividual need in each and every service. W hat 
shall I  do?  Seek to  know His w ill in this m a t­
ter and bring His message.

Having decided w hat the message is to  be I 
begin to gather and arrange m aterial. I  keep a 
file where I place notes and clippings from  m y 
reading or w ha t I m ay gather from  hearing 
someone else preach. Perhaps I  already have 
m aterial on hand for th a t message, bu t it should 
be arranged w ith an objective in view. Or it 
m ay be I am  going to  use an outline th a t I  have 
used before somewhere. Then it m ust be gone 
over and something new added to i t ;  perhaps 
something left out entirely. A t last it m ust be 
freshened up and m ade palatable.

I preach from  30 to  45 m inutes, and  if my 
theme dem ands more tim e than  this, I  divide it 
up and announce th a t I  will finish it some other 
time, perhaps next Sunday.

I  preach on a variety  of subjects. This gospel 
is complete and no one them e of it will suffice. 
M y flock needs a variety  of food. I t  is the joy 
of m y heart to  see my flock get fa t and full- 
fleeced. “ Grow in grace and  the knowledge of 
the L ord  Jesus C hrist” is the divine comm and.

H aving prepared my heart and m ind as best 
I can, I feel th a t my body should have some 
preparation as well. I  w ant a good n igh t’s sleep 
when I am to preach tw o or three tim es on 
Sunday. If possible I go to  bed ju st a  little 
earlier th an  on o ther nights, and get up ju st as 
early as on o ther mornings. I have an  im portan t 
d ay ’s w ork ahead of me and  cannot afford to  
just have to d rag  myself to  it. Anyone who will 
sleep so late on Sunday m orning as to  not have 
tim e to  properly get ready for the service is 
robbing God of something He should have and  
the people of something they are paying fo r and  
will not get. To have to be “on my nerves” 
every m inute of the tim e on Sunday m orning and

(24)

then just barely get there on tim e is not a good 
thing for this preacher to  do.

I w an: to  be wide aw ake and  eager fo r t q  
task ahead of me. I  ea t ju st an  ord inary  meal on 
Sunday m orning for the streng th  of body it will 
give me. Then I w ant m y clothes to  be nea t and 
clean. I do not w an t to  be a slouch, neither a 
dude. I  w ant to  appear before m y congregation 
presentable.

I  try  to  m ake myself n a tu ra l in  the pulpit, bu t 
not careless. One’s pulpit m anners m ay do a  lo t 
tow ard helping or hindering the message he has 
to deliver. If  the m inds of my hearers are on 
me, or m y garb, or m y m annerism s, or anything 
about me, then they are n o t on the message I  am  
trying to  get across to  them . Overm uch swinging 
of the hands and arm s, stam ping of the foot, 
leaning on the pulpit, o r chasing about over the 
platform , or any ex traord inary  contortions of 
the body will d raw  the minds of the worshipers 
from  the message to the messenger. If  I  ta lk  in 
a m onotone all the tim e or yell all the tim e it 
is hard  on my hearer’s nerves. I  w an t to  reach 
their hearts bu t m ust do it th rough their ears. 
I  am  no t putting  on a stage play in a  theater, 
bu t a religious service in a church house.

I pu t my heart into the message and expect to  
help some one. I expect to  encourage them , to  
w arn  them , to  guide them , to  lead them  closer to  
Christ. To bring the sinner to repentance and  the 
believer to  holiness.

If people go aw ay talking or even thinking 
much about the p reach er; either good o r bad,
I am  afraid they did not get as much from  the 
service as they should. B ut if they leave the 
house thinking w hat a w onderful C hrist we have 
and w hat a w onderful redem ption He provided 
for us and how  needy we all are, then I  th ink 
perhaps it paid them  to  com e to  m y church.

------------------- i.------------------

God doesn 't dem and success of any m ^n on 
earth, b u t does dem and faithfulness. Indeed, 
faithfulness is success.

---------------- .f---------------_

0  give Thine ow n  sw eet rest to  m e,
T hat I  m ay sp eak  w ith soothing p ow er  

.1 w ord  in season, as fro m  T hee,
To w eary  ones in needfu l hour.

F. R. H avergal.
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THE DESTRUCTION OR REMOVAL OF 

DEPRAVITY
A. M . H ills

LE T  it be noticed th a t those who are trying 
to  bring about a higher type of piety than  
a t present prevails among men, are divided 

into tw o classes, the suppressionists and  the 
eradicationists. T orrey , M eyer, W ebb-Peploe, 
and the Keswick leaders compose the first class; 
and the old M ethodist theologians, the Salvation 
Arm y, the N ational Holiness Association, and  the 
Church of the Nazarene, compose the second 
class. Even some prom inent M ethodist theo ­
logians seem to  be undecided on this subject. 
N ow  these views are diam etrically opposed to 
each o ther. T hey cannot both  be right. One 
m ust go dow n before the infallible W ord. We 
appeal to  the Book.

We affirm th a t Bible language invariably  uses 
words th a t teach destruction  or rem oval of the 
carnal m ind. If God had wished to  teach the 
suppression  of the carnal m ind there are plenty 
of Greek w ords th a t would have taug h t it. The 
Holy Spirit used them  very often in the New 
T estam ent on o ther subjects; but never once did 
He use them  w ith  reference to  inbred sin.

1. There is the w ord k a tech o— “to hold dow n.” 
R om ans 1:8, “The w rath  of God is revealed from  
heaven against all ungodliness, and unrighteous­
ness of men, who ho ld  dow n  the tru th  in u n ­
righteousness.” N ow  if the “Old M an" of in ­
dwelling sin were simply to  be held down, and 
kept well under contro l, th a t verb would have 
taug h t it and undoubtedly  would have been 
used. B ut the H oly Spirit never used it w ith 
regard to  indwelling or original sin.

2 . There is the word sunecho—“to constrain .”
2 C or. 5:14, “T he love of C hrist constraineth  us.” 
Now  if our deprav ity  were to  be simply con ­
strained, or restrained  in to quasi-decency of be­
havior, the Holy Spirit could have used th a t w ord 
and it would have taug h t it.

3. D eo  is ano ther word I t  means “to 
b ind” or “ tie .” M ark  3:27, “No one can enter 
into the house of the strong m an and spoil his 
goods except he first bind  the strong m an.” Now 
if the strong “Old M an ” of indwelling sin were 
only to  be bound  or hand-cuffed, this w ord could 
have taug h t th a t idea ; b u t it was no t used.

4. T here is also the verb koln o—“to w ith ­
s tan d ,” “ to h inder.” Acts 11:17, “W hat was I 
th a t I could w ithstan d  G od? If  our depravity

(25)

was only to  be opposed, and impeded som ewhat 
in  his nefarious operations, this verb would have 
easily taugh t th a t fact. B ut when dealing w ith 
the subject of the sin principle, the Holy Spirit 
never used it.

5. There is the word, sugkleio— “to shut u p .” 
We read in Gal. 3:22, “The scriptures h a th  shut 
up all under sin.” Verse 23, “Before faith  came 
we were kept in w ard, shut up, unto  the faith  
which should afte rw ard  be revealed.” Now if 
this Old C arnality  were to  be shut up in “durance 
vile,” and fed on bread and w ater during the 
whole tim e of our natura l life, i t  w ould be a  
well-deserved pun ishm ent; b u t th a t w ord was not 
used. The Spirit thought such a fate too mild.

6 . Then there is katap au o— “give rest,” “ re­
stra in ." Acts 14:18, “They scarce restrained the 
people.” Now if this Satanic Old M an  was to  be 
treated  real nice, and rested from  his violent 
activity , and only restrained in a slight degree 
(as some holiness opposers, if judged by their con­
duct, seem to believe) this verb would have taught 
it, but the Holy Spirit somehow forgot to  use 
it!

7. Here is k ra teo —“to subdue,” and  prigo— 
“to stifle” or “choke.” These verbs are both 
used in M att. 18:28, “ He laid  ho ld  of him and 
to o k  him by the throat, saying, Pay w hat thou 
owest.” So if we were to  trea t the Old M an 
very impolitely and actually  take him  by  the 
throat and try  to  choke him into good behavior, 
these words would have taught it; bu t, strange 
to say, even they were not used.

8 . Then here is hu popiazo—“to h it beneath the 
eyes.” And don lagogo—“to bring into slavery.” 
B oth  verbs are used in 1 Cor. 9:27, “I  h it my 
body beneath the eyes and bring it in to bondage.” 
Therefore if we were taught to  go beyond all 
bounds of good behavior, and beat the Old M an 
beneath the eyes in a fit of passion, like a 
pugilist, and fight him  into good behavior, here 
are the words which the Spirit m ight have used 
to teach it, bu t these, too, were passed by.

Now any of these words w ould have answered 
the purpose of the blessed Holy Ghost had He 
desired to  teach the doctrine of the suppression 
of indwelling sin, which has been so long and 
industriously taug h t a t Keswick, and filled 
England w ith opposition to  holiness, and  is getting 
a place in A m erica; b u t the Holy Spirit used 
none of them , no r any o ther words of a kindred 
meaning. W hy not ? Let the champions of the
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unscriptural doctrine of suppression please rise 
and answer.

N ow  w hat kind of words did the Holy Spirit 
use?

1. A potith im i—“to put off” as in Eph. 4:22, 
“T ha t ye put o ff  the Old M an which is corrup t 
according to the deceitful lusts.” The lexicon 
says, “to lay aside as garm ents.” Suppressing the 
Old M an, but still leaving him w ithin us to  cor­
ru p t our being, is not w ithin a thousand leagues 
of the meaning of this strong verb.

2. L u o—“to loose,” “disengage,” “destroy.”
I Joh n  3:0, “For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, th a t he m ight destroy the works 
of the devil.” The m aster w ork of the devil was 
to lodge depravity  in each hum an breast, to  w ar 
against all goodness and God. And it is the 
mission of Jesus to  destroy this w ork of the 
devil.

3. Sustanroo—“to crucify w ith .” Rom. 6 :6 , 
'Know ing this th a t our old m an was crucified 
with C hrist.” Crucifixion was the m ost d read­
ful form  of capital punishm ent in the Rom an 
em pire; so terrible that no R om an citizen was 
allowed to be punished in th a t m anner. I t  was 
not a  play exhibition, bu t an aw ful reality. Now 
the text tells us th a t by His atonem ent the 
Savior made provision for the crucifixion of our 
Old M an. T ha t would mean his death, and our 
deliverance from him.

4. K atarg eo— “to pu t an end to ,” “ to destroy,” 
“annihilate.” Rom. 6 :6 , "T h a t the body of sin 
m ight be destroyed” (done aw ay). We have dis­
cussed this verb fully on ano ther page. H ere we 
only need to  suggest how  absolutely unlike sup­
pression its meaning i s !

Then there is the verb, e len theroo— “to set 
free from .” Rom. 8:2, “F or the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus h ath  m ade m e jree  
from  the law of the sin ’’ (carnality ). A participle 
from  this same verb is used in 6:18, 22, “H aving 
been m ade jre e  from  the sin principle” (deprav- 
ity ). I f  this does not teach  com plete deliverance 
from  depravity, no language cou ld  possibly teach

6 . There is Col. 2:11, previously discussed, “ In  
whom ye were also circumcised, w ith a  circum ­
cision not made w ith hands, in the putting  off of 
the body of the flesh.” “Like a garm ent draw n 
off and laid aside.”— P r o f . A u g u s t u s  M e y e r .

7. Then there is k a th a rh o —“to cleanse.” Acts 
15:8, 9, “H aving cleansed their hearts by  fa ith .”

(26)

M att. 8 :2, 3; "L ord , if thou w ilt thou canst make 
me clean. And Jesu s put fo r th  his hand a-nd 
tou ched  him saying, I  w ill; be thou  clean'. a>uL 
im m ediately  his leprosy  was cleansed .” W a s ^  
suppressed, and still left in him ? N o! “And im ­
m ediately  his leprosy d eparted  fro m  h im ” (Luke 
5 :16). Precisely so does G od cleanse from  de­
prav ity , indwelling sin.

S. E k k a th a iro —“to cleanse thoroughly ,” “to 
purge out," "to  elim inate,” as in 1 Cor. 5:7, and
2 Tini. 2:21, “ If a m an therefore purge himself 
from these he shall be a vessel unto  honour, 
sanctified."

o. M a tt. 15:13, ek r iz o o —“to roo t u p ,” “ to 
eradicate .” “Every plant which my heavenly 
F ather planted not, shall be rooted u p .” God 
did not plant deprav ity  in the hum an h e a rt; the 
devil did it, and God will roo t it up. So F. B. 
M eyer’s “Not E rad ication" becomes Eradication 
afte r all.

10. N ekroo—"to  kill," “m ortify .” Col. 3:5, 
"Kill a t once,” (Aorist tense Bishop E llicott,) 
“your members which are upon the e a rth .”

We see same thought of eradication of carnality  
in the Old T estam ent. Isa. 1:25, “ 1 will purely 
purge aw ay thy  dross, and take aw ay  thy  sin .’ 
Ezek. 36:26, “ I will take aw ay  thy stony h e a r ts  
"I will cleanse you from  your uncleannesses* 
M ai. 3:3, "He shall purify the sons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold  and silver."

So in the Old T estam ent we have “purge aw ay ,” 
"take aw ay," "cleanse from ," "p u rify ."  In  the 
New T estam ent we have “pu t off," “d estroy ,” 
“crucify," “done aw ay ,” “set free from ,” “cleanse 
from ," “purge ou t,"  “elim inate,” and "m ortify , 
or kill at once." These expressions are all used 
w ith regard to  our principle o f  sin, or depravity .

The advocates of suppression m ay get all the 
com fort they can out of these verbs. E very  
honest scholar of unperverted  judgm ent knows 
th a t they teach the removal or destruction of the 
carnal mind.

Clear w riters, like clear fountains, do not 
seem so deep as they are; the tu rb id  looks most 
profound.—W . S. L a n d o r .

------------------- f ------------------
Thy w ay, not m ine, 0  L ord , 

H ow ev er d ark  it b e  I 
L ead  m e by  T hine ow n h a n d ;

C hoose out the path  fo r  m e.
— H o r a t iu s  B o n a r .
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LITTLE MEN

R o y  L. H o ix e n b a c k  
H E N  we classify men as “big” and 
“ little” we are not thinking of the 
sta ture  of hum an bodies. N either 

do we th ink of their varied educational ad v an ­
tages, nor of their standing in official position. 
We are thinking of the measurem ents of the 
soul, genera lly ; the m agnanim ity or dw arfish­
ness of their character. Zaccha;us was a little 
m an in physical s tature, b u t in the true m easure­
m ents of m anhood he was a t least far bigger th an  
his contracted  neighbors who com plained of 
Jesus, “ H e  is gone to be the guest w ith a m an 
th a t is a sinner.” Joh n  Wesley carried a veritable 
m ountain of m anhood in never m ore th an  one 
hundred and tw enty  pounds of m o rta lity ; and 
the im pact of his life upon the world is still 
felt w ith force, while his contem porary opponents 
(w ho felt much bigger) have long since ceased 
to impress. T he waves Wesley stirred  still lash 
high upon the shores of tim e; while the tiny  
ripples his enemies produced have long since been 
silenced by the backw ash of resistance.

I t  m ight be well for us to  notice some of the 
earm arks of small men, and  perhaps these will 

ame us into seeking true greatness in God.
I. H e is a little man w ho has a big idea  o f  

him self. A t the time when God chose Saul for 
Israel’s king he “ was little in his own eyes,” and 
“hid himself am ong the stuff.” T he people 
found it not h ard  to  esteem and honor him . B ut 
he la ter became big in his own sight. And the 
bigger he th ought he was the more he stooped to 
mean and trifling m anners of behavior; until he 
completely lost the m oral tone of his influence 
over the people. Because he was a m onarch 
they served him  ou t of fear, b u t in their hearts 
they scorned him  w ith  disdain. T rue it is in 
every case, th a t he who has a big idea of himself 
never has any o ther very big ideas. He is too 
small to  incubate them .

II . H e is a  little man w ho envies a rival. No 
m an ever does any th ing  w orthy but th a t some­
one else is doing the same thing, and doing it 
m uch b etter. E nvy  will be disposed to  find 
fau lt w ith  such a one, discredit his w ork, and 
cast insinuations against his m otive, in order to 
pull him  dow n to its own level. In a preacher, 
envy can scarcely praise the w ork of a more 
J^iccessful pastor or evangelist; b u t is prone to 
a ttrib u te  his greater success to compromise,

shallow methods, easier fields, or better oppor­
tunities— anything except to  his superior abilities.

I I I . H e is a  little man w ho show s ready  re ­
sentm ent. I f  a m an is sensitive to  insults, easily 
irritable under opposition, or touchy about his 
reputation , he is a small m an in all of his 
dimensions. If  an evil report upsets him , and 
puts him “on the tra il” to  trace it down, it  is 
due to the fact th a t he is small. A light step on 
the side of a little canoe will capsize it, b u t its 
effect w ould be scarcely noticeable on a large 
boat. W hat would we th ink  of a President of 
the U nited States who would stop to slap a 
little Com m unist boy th a t m ade faces a t  him 
along the street? Big men will never pause to 
avenge little grievances.

IV. H e is a  little m an w ho depreciates his o p ­
ponents. A pastor who would w ork a m ember 
out of office or remove his nam e from  the church 
roll simply because th a t one does no t see eye to 
eye w ith  him is a mere pigm y  specimen of m an­
hood. A D istrict Superintendent is a very  small 
character who seeks to  “p u t the skids” (a 
dam nable expression!) under those men on his 
d istric t who occasionally call his hand, o r even 
vote against him  or his policy. An election is 
held to register convictions, and it  is no dem erit 
against any m an to register his honest convictions. 
And the fact th a t the one voted against depre­
ciates the one who voted  against him  forcefully 
argues for their wisdom  in doing so. He ought 
really to  com plim ent their intelligence for voting 
against h im l They are probably the m ost useful 
men on his district, and the men who have the 
best sense. Some men in official position spend 
more time and energy smelling for opposition, 
and trying to  apply  the “ skids” than  they do in 
the discharge of their official duties.

V. H e is a  little m an w ho easily breaks fe llow ­
ship. A m an of big soul holds enough of love 
to “cover a m ultitude of sins.” His patience is 
not readily exhausted. He does n o t quickly 
lose confidence. He does not quickly say, “I  
have pu t up w ith  all th a t I  can s tan d !” I f  he 
were a big m an he could stand some more. 
Do you say, “I  can’t  help it, it is ju st m y m ake­
up to be sensitive!” Well, if it is your “m ake­
up” to fall out w ith people easily, then you have 
been m ad e up on a very small last. A m an of 
little soul attribu tes  wrongs done against him 
at once to  the basest motives, while a m an of 
m agnanim ity looks for a m itigating feature in
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every in jury  which he receives. O ur Lord  even 
sought fo r an alibi for His to rturers, and said of 
them , “They know  no t w hat they do.” M ost of 
us would have said, “They know full well th a t 
I am  a good m an, and they do this ju st to  be 
vicious and m urderous.” I do not say th a t love 
is blind. B ut I do say th a t it will dispose us to  
seek an alibi for our opposers, instead of p ro ­
nouncing a t once th a t their acts are inspired by 
base and sinful motives. We will crush at least 
one or two impulses to lose confidence before we 
finally acquiesce. A series of wrongs m ay force 
a loss of confidence even where it has been for 
some time resisted, bu t a m an of large dim en­
sions will never lose confidence w ithout a stub ­
born fight to hold it.

VI. H e is a sm all m an w ho plays w ith m ere 
toys o f  doctrine. The reason un im portan t or 
abstract points of doctrine arc made a chief 
hobby by any m an is because he is little. Big 
men m ust preach big tru ths  to  be satisfied. 
Things merely incidental in reality  will be in ­
cidental w ith them . A bstract doctrines m ay 
m ake good food for thought a t times, b u t they 
do not build character like “ the weightier m a t­
ters of the law .” If  you are a big m an your 
hobby (they say th a t all m ust ride one) will 
be big also. No small one w ould carry  your 
weight. I t  is pitiful to  see how  the m inistry of 
some men stunts and  arrests the developm ent of 
those to  whom they preach. Instead of m aking 
saints of sterling quality and  weight, their m inis­
try  develops only narrow -m inded, single-track 
“babes in C hrist,” whose babyhood is confirmed 
as a perpetual condition. And the reason is th a t 
the preacher himself has no t passed beyond the 
state of w anting to play w ith “childish things”
(1 Cor. 13:11).

I t  is not a bad policy to  occasionally take an 
honest m easurem ent of ourselves and inquire, 
“Have I stooped in recent days to  any thought or 
practice th a t is m ean and childish? H ave I 
been a child in behavior while professing to  be 
a m an? H ave petty  jealousies been entertained, 
or have I whined to  others of small injuries in 
order to  enlist their sym p ath y ?” Ah, friend, if so, 
“ Quit you like m en; be s tro n g !”

-----------------+ ------ ----------
God puts our prayers like rose-leaves between 

the leaves of His book of rem embrance, and 
when the volume is opened a t last, there shall be 
a  precious fragrance springing from  them.— C. H. 
S p u r g e o n .

(28)

SIXTY-EIGHT YEARS IN THE HARNESS
(R eport of H . D . Brow n, an elder, to  the 

D istrict Assembly a t O lym pia, W ash., M a y ^ f ,  
1935.)

I  have spent the year a t home. I  usually 
attend  church in the m orning though a few times 
I have not been able to  get there. I have often 
preached, when called upon to  do so. I  fre­
quently  preach in the Lebanon H om e in the 
Sunday afternoon service. I  p repared a  discourse 
which I  called a lecture. The nam e I  gave it 
was, “If  I Were Young A gain.” I  gave this 
address in several places and  it seemed to  be 
well received. On Novembe" 24 I  preached in 
our church in Tacom a. In  the m orning I  
preached on “T ith ing” and  in the evening I  gave 
my lecture on “ If I W ere Young Again.” On 
October 28 I preached in our hom e church on 
the subject of “T ith ing .” On the 12th of this 
m onth, our pasto r, B ro ther C rockett, was in 
poor health, and a t his request I  preached for 
him in the m orning. I preached on the subject 
of “Christ-Iikeness.” “ Beloved, now  are we the 
sons of G o d ; and it doeth no t yet appear w'hat 
we shall be; b u t we know  th a t w hen he shall 
appear we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is.”

In m y Christian experience I  can testify  th a t 
the blood cleanseth from  all sin. I  read  m y 
Bible daily and  p ray  w ith  frequent fasting and  
special prayer. I am  greatly  impressed w ith  the 
im portance of a deeply spiritual life. A Spirit- 
filled life. I  try  to  live so th a t I  am  ever ready 
for the coming of the Bridegroom , o r ready to  
answer the call of God to go and  render up 
my account. I  am  now eighty-eight years of 
age, and I  feel as the Apostle P au l said th a t to  
die would be gain, b u t to  live is Christ. I  w an t 
to  do His will as long as He sees fit to  have me 
remain here on earth , and I p ray  th a t He will 
enable me to  be w hat He w ants me to be: to  do 
w hat He w ants me to do and to  endure and 
suffer any th ing  which He allows to  come upon 
me.

In my preaching I m ake new sermons. I  do 
not depend on old serm ons which I  used years 
ago. I am  deeply impressed by the progress 
of the church a t large in this and o th er lands. 
I am also much impressed by the condition of 
the world both  in and out of the C hurch. So 
much sin: so much disregard of His law ; ^  
much an ti-C h ris t; so much C om m unism ; so
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much strong d r in k ; and so m any preachcrs that 
are n o t true to  God and  our Christ. I feel the 

jie e d  of a m ighty revival to  save the people 
J ro m  sin and  death. So m any of the v ita l 
tru ths  of C hristianity are being denied, and the 
Bible set aside to  such an extent th a t those who 
are true to God and believe in the Bible and 
a holy life are very anxious for a great aw aken­
ing and a m ighty revival.

I have recently had tw o letters from our 
B rother H. F. Reynolds, who is our General 
Superin tendent Em eritus. He is deeply im ­
pressed w ith  this need and is devoting much 
time and strength  to  prayer for our educational 
institutions, and for a g reat and general revival 
of real salvation.

I commenced preaching on a circuit when I 
was tw enty  years old, have been a recognized 
minister of the gospel from  th a t tim e to  the 
present. I have no children. M y brothers and 
sisters are all dead. I am  the last one of the 
family, and I am w aiting for the Lord  to  call 
me home. The m inisters w ith w'hom I w rought 
when a young m an are all gone. The great 
m ajority , I m ay say, the com pany are all over 
there on the o ther side. I tru st th a t God will 
keep me ever true and faithful to  Him until 

^h e  tim e comes for me to pass over.

WHEN ASSETS BECOME LIABILITIES
H a r o i . d  C. J o h n s o n

When a preacher uses so many double-jointed 
words th a t the people do not understand him — 
then his asset becomes his liability.

When the serm on is so deep th a t the people 
are unable to  grasp the thought, the preacher’s 
asset has become his liability.

W hen the preacher’s education m anifests i t ­
self in an “intellectual ego” his asset has become 
his liability.

If the preacher has a strong voice, but .uses it 
so forcefully th a t he deafens his hearers, his 
asset has become his liability.

If the preacher has m any plans, but tries to 
carry  them  all th rough by himself, his asset has 
become his liability.

If  the preacher is a “n atu ra l born d ip lom at,” 
b u t uses his pow ers in the form  of “unsanctified 
politics,” his asset has become his liability.

If  the evangelist is successful in giving alta r 
k ills , but comes finally to  noticing and boasting 
" f  his ability , his asset has become his liability.

(29)

If the preacher is musical, but lets the music 
take the first place in his services, his asset has 
become his liability.

If the preacher’s wife or daughter is a good 
singer or musician, and he pushes others aside 
to give her prom inence, his asset has become his 
liability.

If the preacher is a good sermon builder, but 
is so enslaved to  his firstly, secondly, and th irdly, 
th a t he gives the Holy Spirit no chance, his asset 
has become his liability.

If the preacher’s style is so polished and his 
technique so impressive th a t the people stop lis­
tening to  his message to think of him, his asset 
has become his liability.

If the preacher has unusual faith, b u t un- 
christianizes others who do no t have as much 
faith  as he has, his asset has become his liability.

If the preacher has a leaning tow ard n ea t­
ness, but becomes a slave to  fashion his asset 
has become a liability.

If the preacher realizes the necessity of system 
in the program  of the church, b u t becomes so 
fixed in his schedule th a t the Holy Ghost cannot 
break through, then his asset has become his 
liability.

I f  the preacher believes in the freedom of the 
Spirit, but does not have any plan for his serv­
ice, then his asset has become his liability.

If  the preacher is kind and meek, bu t reaches 
the place where he w ithholds the tru th  or shuns 
a duty  for fear of offending others, his asset has 
become his liability.

If the preacher dislikes m aking anyone mad, 
but as a result of this fails also to  m ake anyone 
glad, his asset has become his liability.

If the preacher has a sense of hum or, but 
goes to  the extreme and becomes a “personalized 
joke,” then his asset has become his liability.

If the preacher likes doctrine so well th a t he 
never preaches evangelistic or ethical sermons, 
then his asset has become his liability.

If the preacher hates sin, bu t as a result cuts 
too deep and drives the people away from  his 
church, his asset has become his liability.

If the preacher likes to  read and study, but 
spends so much tim e w'ith these th a t he has 
no opportunity  to visit his people, then his asset 
has become his liability.

If the preacher likes to  visit, and  is naturally  
sociable, but as a result of his social activities
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he comes before his people unprepared to preach, 
then his asset has become his liability.

“L et no t then your good be evil spoken of” 
(R om ans 14:16).

------------------- i-------------------
SOMEONE HAS SAID

C om piled  by  H a r o l d  C. J o h n s o n

A filthy corpse has no more life than a clean 
corpse, neither does a moral sinner have any more 
spiritual ilfe th an  an im m oral sinner.

One can be m oral w ithout being a Christian, 
but one cannot be a Christian w ithout being 
moral.

The reason people ta lk  so much is because we 
listen so much.

A Christian should have crucified ears as well 
as a crucified tongue.

M any people are waiting for the Lord to move 
them  to say, “Amen,” when the fact of the m a t­
ter is, they ought to move themselves.

I t  is a m inister’s duty  to  say, “Follow me as 
I follow C hrist” and not, “Do as I  say bu t not 
as I do .”

The cigarette ad. th a t has it, “I ’d walk a mile 
for a Camel,” only portrays the unrelenting 
grip of the tobacco habit.

A drinking m an is hired last and  fired first.
You do not believe in revivals? N either does 

the devil.
Jesus Christ is the cure for a broken heart.
He can save from the u tterm ost to the u tte r­

most.
We are children of God, not by nature b u t by 

grace, not by generation b u t by regeneration.
Sin pays beyond the tomb.
W ork so hard  today you w on’t have time to 

w'orry, and tonight you will be too tired to 
worry.

Tim e is but a tiny island in the vast ocean of 
eternity.

Bethlehem means in Hebrew, “House of B read.” 
How  wonderful then th a t He who was the 
“Bread of L ife” should be born in Bethlehem.

Good, original thoughts are like gold and white 
ivory ; for them  one m ust dig as for gold, and 
travel as far as for white ivory.

M any people m istake backsliding for progress.
Clerical jesters tend to  make the m inistry a 

joke.
God and the devil cannot rule in the hum an 

heart a t the same time.
The Holy Spirit moves in when we move out.

Do you w an t victory in your heart?  Thpn let 
go and let God.

C haracter can never be loftier than  the inoti^g 
from which it springs.

The fire of the Holy G host will greatly  decrease 
the bulk, but will greatly increase the value.

T rue reverence adm its the earnest and  simple 
with a cordial welcome, b u t it shuts out the im ­
pertinent and insincere.

It is"no t enough to say th a t Christ died for 
the vVorld, but rather th a t C hrist died for me.

The tw o outstanding sins of the age are the 
rejection of Christ by the world, and the rejection 
of the Holy Ghost by the C hurch.

Any so-called friend who hinders you from 
coming to  God is your w orst enemy.

One m ust be careful th a t his religious freedom 
does not become irreverence.

Genuine Holy Ghost preaching will tend to 
balance people, ra th er th an  unbalance them .

M ary  did not w ait until Jesus was dead to 
express her sacrificial love for Him .

W ater can never wash sin out of the h eart, nor 
flood grace in.

You cannot lead others to  the W ater of Life 
if your own th ro a t is parched and th irsty . 

Pleasures are like popp ies spread,
You seize the flow er, its b loom  is shed.
Or like the. sn ow -fa ll on the river,
.1 m om ent w hite then m elts fo rev er .

THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK
I. L. F l y n n  

‘ And now . . . w ha t doth  the L ord  God 
require of thee bu t to fear the Lord th y  God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to  love him , and 
to serve the Lord thy  God w ith all thy  heart 
and w ith all th y  soul.”— B i b l e .

Unless we put our feelings in action, we will 
lose their power, and feeling also. D arwin be­
wailed the fact he had lost his appreciation for 
music by neglecting it. He buried himself in 
the “ riddles of science,” until he had lost the 
finer qualities of his soul.”

T e s t i m o n y  o f  a D y in g  S a in t  
“ I count m y passing as a trium phal incident. 

Approaching the valley and  the shadow, I find 
nothing to alarm  the spirit as it goes into the 
presence of the Good F ather. There are no 
clouds; the sky is clear. There are no thorn^g 
the path  is smooth. There are no dreads; it 5

(30)
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well w ith  ray soul. I lay dow n the w ork of 
heart and hand  here today . I  shall begin 

new duties a t hom e tom orrow .”—H . L.

P attl
Dr. A. T . Robertson sums up P aul's training 

and greatness in these w ords: “Passing by Jesus 
himself, Paul stands forever the forem ost rep ­
resentative of C hrist, the ablest exponent of 
C hristianity , its m ost constructive genius, its 
dom inant spirit from  the merely hum an side, its 
most fearless champion, its most illustrious and 
influential m issionary, preacher, teacher, and its 
most distinguished m arty r.”

H ow  G od  W o r k s  
“When God is disposed to set up  a picture in 

His Church, to  be well observed of all th a t shall 
come after, th a t the people w ho shall be born 
may praise the L ord, He doeth it not by tr im ­
ming and pain ting , but by the a rt of cutting and 
em broidery. He dealeth not in colors as the 
pain ter, which according to  his fancy he tem - 
pereth and layeth  o u t to  the view of the eye;

Kt He dealeth, as the em broiderer, in more 
stly m atter, which He cu tteth  into pieces and 
fragm ents.”— G r e g o r y  N a z ia n z e n .

A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n  S aid  
“ I have been driven m any times to  m y knees 

by the overw helm ing conviction that I had n o ­
where else to  go. M y own wisdom, and  th a t of 
all about me, seemed insufficient for th a t d ay .” 

"The reasonable m an has long since agreed th a t 
intem perance is one of the greatest, if not the 
greatest, of all evils am ong m ankind.”

A recent w riter said of Lincoln, “He had an 
alm ost divine p ity  for hum anity .”

T h e  V a l u e  o r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
“ In eighteen years, m ore than  4,000 boys, less 

than 21 years old, have been arraigned before me 
charged w ith  various degrees of crime,” says 
Suprem e C ourt Justice Lewis L. F aw cett of 
Brooklyn. “Of th is 4,000 only three were mem - 

J ie rs  of a Sunday school a t  the tim e of the com- 
^k issio n  of their crimes, and the three were ac­

cused of very slight offenses.”
(31)

T h e  S e v e n  L a s t  “ S i g n s ”
(Luke 21)

1. “Persecution”— for righteousness’ sake.
2 . “ False christs”—and teachers.
3. “W ars and com m otions.”
4. Pestilences”—great scourges.
5. “Fam ines”—hungry and starvation .
6 . “E arthquakes”—earth  disturbances.
7. “ Distress of nations”— depression.
Look up, His coming draw eth  n ig h!”

A D a y ’s W a l k
I  once w alked  

D ow n a street 
And w ith a  prayer  

T hat I  m ight m eet,
Som eone in need  

W hile passing say,
“Courage, friend,

T here’s a  better  day .”

Then w alking hom e  
At close o f  day,

1 seem  to  hear 
T he M aster say:

“ You’ve w ell done,
C hild o f  m ine,

I ’ll w a lk  w ith thee,
F o r  thou  art m ine.”

•i' •J* *5* •i' ^  ̂  ̂  ^  ̂  ^  ̂  ^
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ACTS 17:22.2322 If Then Piflil stood in the midst of Mars’ hill and said, Ye men of Ath'-enS, I perceive that in all things ye are too super­stitious [very religious].23 For as I  passed by, and beheld your devotions [observed the objects of your worship], I  found an altar with this inscrip­tion, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I  unto you.
Facsim ile  of type showing corrected renderings in  brackets.
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