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GUEST EDITORIAL

Religion in Review

Outstanding Events in the Religiotis World During 1955

By Carl F. H. Henry "

A MERICAN RELIGIOUS LIFE in 1955

disclosed a weird, ambiguous
face. Increases both in church mem-
bership and crime, the mounting
tempo side by side of religionism and
of secularsim, the rising anti-totalitar-
ian enthusiasm for democracy along-
side a nebulous conception of spiritual
priorities, and a common emphasis on
religious advance by diverse evan-
gelical, liberal, Roman Catholic, Jew-
ish, and cult groups, all contribute to
this national photomontage. From the
whole came news that the year had
gotten underway with a record 97,-
482,611 church members, a gain of
more than 2,600,000 over the previous
year, and that 60.3 per cent of the na-
tion had already come into church
membership.

On almost every religious front,
1956 loomed as a strategic year for the
life of the nation. In some big cities,
where corrupt political machines had

been defeated, enthusiasm was
sparked for a national “Christian
party.” In several quarters there was

new talk of a great Christian uni-
versity. Elsewhere, widening theolo-
gical disunity within liberalism sug-
gested that 1956 would supply the
peak opportunity for large-scale evan-
gelical enterprises, especially in the
wake of Billy Graham'’s larger impact

~Professor of systematic theology and Christian philosophy,
Fuller Theological Seminary.

upon the Western Hemisphere.
Graham’s 1956 schedule listed cam-
paigns in New York City and San
Francisco, and a visit to Oriental
Christians in India. Plans for Roman
Catholic advance continued, keyed to
Samuel Cardinal Stritch’'s statement
to Venezuelans that the United States
is no longer “a Protestant country.”
Ecumenical forces saw it as an im-
portant threshold to the World Coun-
cil’'s 1957 North American assembly.

Behind this year-end temper stood
conflicting indexes to the national
outlook. President Eisenhower’'s em-
phasis on the inseparability of faith
in democracy and faith in God gained
popular echoes. Bargaining with
atheists for the world’s unity, the
President had asked the nation to

pray, and then knelt in church for
divine guidance just before the
Geneva summit. The Gallup poll

showed 96 per cent of the citizenry
“believes in God,” although the rea-
sons given were various. Another poll
reported that four-fifths of the citizens
believe the Bible to be “the revealed
word of God.” A third indicated that
53 per cent could not supply the name
of even one of the four Gospels. While
the nation gasped, a Bible-versed
grandmother won a $32,000.00 tele-
vision award.

Beneath the surface of religious life
evidences of concern began to rise.
The externalism of American religion



called for deeper analysis. Not only
churchmen poised on the periphery
of the evangelistic movement, but
Evangelist Billy Graham himself,
warned that America had not yet been
shaken by national revival, and that
the status quo needs serious chal-
lenge. Graham won the nation’s top
Freedoms Foundation award for the
year. Still well below forty, he packed
Madison Square Garden to its 22,000
capacity, then moved on to Glasgow,
London, Paris, and Germany for re-
markable campaigns, before a series
in Toronto, and finally the Cambridge
University mission, which precipi-
tated lively newspaper debate of the
evangelical view of the Bible. More
than 670,000 Scotsmen attended, with
16,236 responses; in Paris, 42,000 came
in five days, with 2,254 decisions; in
Toronto, 362,000, with 7,348 decisions.
Meanwhile Oral Roberts, heard by
more than 2,000,000 in healing cam-
paigns in the United States and South
Africa projected a London visit.

Ecumenical forces began rallying
behind Graham’s evangelistic thrust,
bringing to their circles an activity
promoted previously with less enthu-
siasm and success. Evangelical
spokesmen were solicited to voice
views on Christian unity looking to
the 1957 North American assembly.
The nine-denomination Conference on
Christian Union worked against odds
towards its goal of organic union
under the proposed United Church of
Christ, with co-operative ordination.
The drive for merger showed gains
and defeats. Congregational Christian
Churches and the Evangelical Re-
formed Church, with more than
2,000,000 members jointly, voted to
merge in June, 1957, to become the
nation’s sixth largest Protestant de-
nomination. The Presbyterian Church
in the U.S., with 760,000 members in
the South, defeated a projected mer-
ger with the Presbyterian Church in
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the U.S.A. and the United Presby-
terian Church of North America. The
Free Methodist and Wesleyan Meth-
odist churches, after years of negotia-
tion, finally tabled indefinitely their
proposed merger plans.

The relation of America’s 56,000,000
Protestants to the ecumenical move-
ment was still not without its hesi-
tancies and doubts. Southern Baptists
(8,000,000) and Missouri Lutherans
(2,000,000) were among the 15,000,000’
unrepresented by the National Coun-
cil of Churches. The co-operative
evangelical effort scored some gains,
sustained some setbacks. The National
Association of Evangelicals, register-
ing some numerical advances, worked
away at its debt, ventured to begin
its convention with an address on
Christianity and the social crisis, and
re-elected Dr. H. H. Savage, of
Pontiac, Michigan, as president. The
American Council of Churches faced
inner tensions, with a revolt against
its titular leader, Dr. Carl Maclntyre,
spearheaded by Bible Presbyterians.

Secondary doctrinal disputes dis-
tressed some groups. Conservative
Baptist forces saw a faculty exodus
at Western Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Portland, where belief in the
pre-tribulation rapture of the saints
was made obligatory. Dispensational-
ism was being asserted with new vigor
in several fundamentalist camps as
the only consistent antithesis to lib-
eralism.

But doctrinal disputes were not
confined to the smaller movements.
The United Lutheran Church in
America, in the first heresy trial in its
sixty-year-old Northwest Synod,
found Rev. George Crist, Jr., of Dur-
ham, Wisconsin, guilty of heresy for
open denial of the Virgin Birth and
other doctrinal departures. And
Princeton Seminary’s President John
A. Mackey contradicted Vice-Presi-
dent Nixon’s tribute to the Roman
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Catholic church as “one of the major
bulwarks against communism and
totalitarian ideas.”

In an action watched by the Church
at large, the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., de-
clined to review evidences to reverse
the expulsion by Los Angeles presby-
tery of Presbyterians on the faculty of
Fuller Theological Seminary. Re-
quired to leave that denomination on
the alleged ground that the Seminary
aimed to hamper the denominational
program (as understood by the pres-
bytery), these men shifted to other
denominations with no difficulty. The
Assembly also rebuked the growing
Romanist emphasis on “Mariolatry,”
and simultaneously approved the or-
dination of women candidates for the
ministry. The latter action, since it
requires presbytery approval, fanned
local debate over whether the action
is consistent with New Testament
teaching, or reflects instead a conces-
sion to the early twentieth century
feminist movement.

Comprehensive denominational pro-
grams were set in motion. Southern
Baptists, now in thirty states, an-
nounced a radio-TV expansion effort
to reach the unchurched, including
color programs and a $200,000.00 sta-
tion in Fort Worth. The American
Baptist Convention, its past decade
marked by losses both on the con-
servative right and liberal left, re-
~orted a building boom among its
6.000 affiliated churches representing
1.600.000 members. More than 1,000
Methodist churches participated in a
year-long prayer marathon—once
around the clock in each church—
for world peace, and 300 secretaries of
evangelism mapped the denomina-
tion’s plans for a nation-wide Janu-
ary to Easter attendance campaign.

Criticism mounted over Dr. Nor-
man Vincent Peale’s conception of
“positive prayer” and over Dr. Frank
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Buchman’'s Moral Rearmament, suc-
cessor to the Oxford Group. Religious
cults were beginning to show a re-
markable strength. Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses frequently made headlines with
huge assemblies. And rumors pre-
vailed of an attempted reapproach-
ment between Seventh-Day Adven-
tists and evangelical forces.

Controversy over the harmony of
science and the Bible flared anew
with the appearance of attempts to
halt the dissolving effects of scientific
philosophy upon the Biblical view.
The Evangelical Book Club, which in
its very first year garnered 10,000
members and rivaled the long-estab-
lished clubs in outreach, circulated
Baylor University professor Bernard
Ramm’s The Christian View of
Science, a title whose propriety some
guestioned. The American Scientific
Affiliation launched plans for a co-
operative volume in defense of theism,
to be released in 1959 on the anni-
versary of Darwin’s Origin of Species.
Baker Book House issued the Twen-
tieth Century Encyclopedia, two-
volume supplement to the
Schaff-Herzog set, carrying forward
the diversity of Protestant theology in
this century. Lutherans readied the
translation of the reformer’s complete
writings. Eerdmans announced plans
for amore popular commentary series,
alongside its well-received seventeen-
volume international evangelical com-
mentary.

The tide of religious interest was
high; how deep it was remained un-
certain. Giving was on the increase,
church membership and attendance
likewise. But so was crime, and
spending for the sordid things of life.
America was still the land of spiritual
opportunity and decision. But it re-
mained for 1956 to justify the convic-
tion that the greatest spiritual
awakening in many centuries is ac-
tually under way.

(99) 3



FROM

THE EDITOR

The Honeymooners

'T he honeymoon iS a nice institution

—so they say. Personally, I can-
not say because my wife and | were
married during a spring vacation
while |1 was in graduate school and
she was teaching. When school was
out we moved into the responsibility
of pastoring a struggling, discouraged
church. Hence, I envy couples who
are able to have a real honeymoon
with a visit to Niagara Falls or some
other nice place. But as | think of it
from the vantage point of the years,
| see that the success or failure of a
marriage does not depend so much
upon the honeymoon, but rather upon
the day-by-day experiences which
two people share together through
the many joys and sorrows of mar-
ried life.

But | am not concerned at this point
in philosophizing on the significance
of honeymoons in determining marital
happiness. | am concerned rather
with the honeymooners who are pas-
toring churches—no, not the young
couples just beginning, but those
young or older, who are in their
honeymoon with their church. In fact,
to pinpoint it, I am concerned with
those who never get out of the honey-
moon stage—going from one to an-
other.

Most pastors are aware of the fact
that the first few months in every pas-
torate could well be described as a
“honeymoon.” The pastor is taking
his time to get acquainted. He tries
to visit in every home to learn the
names of the families in the congrega-
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tion and the names of the childreij
in the families. He preaches on gen-’
eral subjects with little intention of
dealing with issues or with challeng-
ing to action. He is getting his bear-
ings and doing his best to build a
foundation in his ministry which will
engender confidence and optimism.

The people also are on a honey-
moon. The disgruntled who have
caused every other preacher trouble
have been over with eggs and butter
and have had the pastor’s family out
to popcorn. The families that have
been edgy toward each other are
keeping their feelings under control.
The old mossbacked sinner who has
been hanging around the church for
years has even slipped into prayer
meeting a time or two and has talked
with “his” preacher about religion
and the needs of “his” church. All
of the folks are putting on their Sun-
day manners. Some are singing in the
choir whom the former pastor could
not count on at all. Few tempers, few
scowls, little dissension, not much
balking. Yes, the honeymoon is on.
Well, perhaps this is overemphasizing
the picture. But at least the basic
truth is there.

How long does the honeymoon last?
No one can say for sure. Sometimes
longer, sometimes not so long. But
it does come to an end. Perhaps some-
time between the second and third
year of a pastorate is an average.
By that time all of the dispositions
have had a chance to show up. By
then the pastor knows the ins and
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outs of nearly every family—and they
know he knows. By then, those who
work for the Sunday school simply
for publicity have quit, and those who
respond to a new voice and a new
plan have gone back into their easy
chairs. By then the pastor has used
up his “sugar sticks” in the pulpit and
used up his “sure fire” ideas in pro-
motion. The board meetings are now
paken up grappling with the underly-
ing problems of the church instead
of in creating good will. The atten-
dance at the services is beginning to
sag and the church and pastor see
each other for what they are, mere
humans trying to work together in a
common cause.

All too many pastors begin to think
of running when the honeymoon
nears its end. They even cite the de-
clining attendance and the restless-
ness of the people as a sign that their
work is done and that they should
move on. “Someone else can do the
job here better than 1,” they recite.
And, in my humble judgment, all too
many pastors are leaving their
“brides,” not at the altar, but at the
threshold of the serious job of home
building, to run off to find another
“bride,” so they can have another
three-year honeymoon! May | ven-
ture a growing conviction? This is
one of the very serious problems con-
fronting the church and one of the
greatest single deterrents to a greater
progress. There are too many of us
who are no more than honeymooners.
In essence, we leave, just when we
are at the threshold of our best work
in that church.

Of course, there are justifiable cir-
cumstances in a pastor’'s moving after
the second or third year. The first
and second pastorates might be best
served in shorter terms. A “sentence”
of a year or so in certain churches is
plenty long enough. And, of course,
if a pastor is voted out after a year
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or so, it will be expected that he
leave! Also, in a young denomination
that is growing and expanding there
will be more room near the top
quicker for young pastors than in
older, less progressive denominations.
In a “promotional” church, with its
accent on numbers, attendance, and
evangelism, there will be a premium
placed on younger men who have
“life” and “ideas” and promotional
steam. Certain pressure may even be
brought to bear on pastors to move
because they have had a measure of
success.

But after we have marshaled all
of the reasons for the rapid turnover
of pastors, we still have not answered
our basic problems nor brought into
range the great percentage of our
men. There are values to be gained
through longer pastorates which we
must achieve if we are to succeed as
we should both as individual minis-
ters and as a denomination. May |
share with you some of my observa-
tions related to this?

1. Serving the People

The longer pastorate, it seems to
me, gives a far greater opportunity to
serve the people of the church and of
the constituency, which, after all, is
(or should be) the principal purpose
in one’s being a pastor. We cannot
give the best service to our people
until we get to know them. We cannot
effectively build into their lives in a
short time. The pastor who can go
through varied crises or experiences
with the families of his church, such
as dedicating their babies, praying
their children through at an altar of
prayer, marrying their young people,
steadying the middle-aged, and bury-
ing the aged, will be the pastor who
will contribute the most to these lives.
While the short-term pastor may
serve well in the specific instance, he
is not able to benefit from the accu-
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mulated experiences and he cannot
as well follow through to lead these
people and their families to Christ and
the church. | am afraid that some-
times the people of some of our
churches feel they spend all of their
time adjusting to a new pastor and
do not have the privilege, which is
rightfully theirs, of having a pastor
who can be a true shepherd to them.
Short pastorates work fairly well for
promoting but they work poorly for
shepherding. It works the same with
respect to the community. If we hope
to have an influence in the community
and make any sort of contribution to
it, we must take time to live there
and build ourselves into its activities
and its life.

2. Building the Church

Of course we say that our main
purpose in the ministry is not to build
the local church but rather to build
the kingdom of God. That is correct
if all of our terms are mutually under-
stood. However, there is a real sense
in which the two cannot be separated.
It would be difficult indeed for one
to say that he has built the Kingdom
in a particular place when he has
not built his church. Also it would
be difficult for anyone to accuse a
man of not building the Kingdom if
he has built his church. Hence, the
building of the church becomes the
day-by-day measure of what one is
accomplishing with his call to preach
and with his life. It is also by the
growth of individual churches that we
grow as districts and as a denomina-
tion. There really is no growth out-
side of that which is achieved in the
local church. Here is the acid test of
our effectiveness in preaching the
Gospel and in winning men and
women to Christ. And churches, like
Rome, are not built in a day, nor in
one year nor in two.

Looking at our larger and better
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established churches across the
country we are forced to admit that
in most cases they are churches in
which sometime in their history some
pastor has stayed. On the other hand,
parallel with these better churches
are situations which once held every
bit as much opportunity but which
have not grown because they have
been pastored down through the years
by “honeymooners.” It might be well
for all of us to do a bit of personal
research in our own areas to convince
ourselves that the best job of church
building is done after the honeymoon
is over. It might be well for others
of us to see that the quickest and
surest way to get to be a pastor of a
big church is to set about a “do it
yourself” project right where we are.

3. Building Our Own Ministry

While some of us have not thought
too much about this, it is a vital point.
Each of us has the responsibility of
developing his ministry to the highest
possible peak of efficiency. We need
to be students. We need to develop
our preaching. We need to develop
our abilities as pastors and shepherds.
Putting it frankly, we do not develop
if we live our lifetime with only a
three years’ supply of sermons or of
promotional ideas. It is a sad com-
mentary on our ambition and on our
calling as ministers of the Word of
God if we begin to think of running
about the time we see the bottom 01
the barrel showing through our ser-
mon outlines. There is no need to
run out of preaching material. The
Bible is full of it. The trouble is that
the person who skips over the Bible,
preaching on the same truths and the
same texts year after year in different
churches, really never digs deep
enough at any one point to realize
just how much there is in God’s Word
which he has not been finding. The
same principle applies with respect to
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church promotion and pastoral meth-
ods. The person who will dig to keep
his ministry effective in one church
over a period of years will get
beneath the superficial and will find
the plans which will work in the long
run. Some (I almost said “many”)
of our promotional schemes do not
have in them the power to actually
build the kingdom of God. Some pas-
tors have never stayed around long
enough to expose this weakness in the
plans they have counted on so heavily.

This has just opened up the discus-

raised. Certainly, pastorates can be
too long, for a long pastorate that is
ineffective can stifle a church. A
long-term pastor can become a god
to his congregation if safeguards are
not set up. How long is ideal? No
one can say exactly. However, in
my opinion if we would stretch our
minimums more nearly to five years
and cut down our maximums to
twelve to fifteen we would come much
closer to the ideal than we are now.
Perhaps if more of us would think in
terms of investing our lives in two or
three churches instead of in fifteen or
twenty, we would accomplish more.

The Preaching of William B. Godbey

By James McGraw

sion. Indeed there are factors in this
whole issue which have not been
r\H , how vividly and ludicrously he

n described
ticulations,

my pantomimic
like
and howling like a wolf!”

Thus did W. B. Godbey chuckle
mirthfully in recalling how one news-
paper reporter portrayed his preach-
ing. While most men would have
.been deeply grieved over being com-
pared with some monstrous combina-
tion of kangaroo and wolf, he seemed
delighted that his preaching had at
least made an impression that would
not easily be forgotten.

Born June 3, 1833, near Clifty
Creek, Pulaski County, Kentucky,
William Godbey was one of five sons
and five daughters of a saintly Meth-
odist preacher and his godly wife.
After sixty-two years of preaching,

ges-

leaping a kangaroo

»'Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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Godbey'’s father was struck by lightn-
ing and, in Dr. Godbey’s words, “went
to heaven in a chariot of fire.”

A Preaching Family

It is interesting to observe that in
W. B. Godbey’s family there were
four other preachers beside himself,
and in his father’'s family there were
five. Godbey’s great-grandfather was
converted under the ministry of Bis-
hop Asbury and later called to preach.
On the venerable old gentleman’s
ninety-sixth birthday, there were
twenty-five preachers among those in
the family who attended the reunion
in his honor.

Dr. Godbey said in his autobio-
graphy that he was converted at the
age of three, but later lived a back-
slidden life until he was reclaimed
at the age of sixteen. He was brought
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up in a religious home, and even in
his years of spiritual lapse he main-
tained a strict standard of conduct.
He said, “I have no dark chapter in
my biography.”

Nineteen years after he was re-
claimed, W. B. Godbey was sanctified.
This was in 1868, a decade or more
before the earliest beginnings of the
holiness movement in the Southwest.

His Preaching Preparation

piliam Godbey attended school as
ofteTt and as faithfully as possible
during his childhood years in a
preacher-farmer’'s family. By the
time he had reached the age of twenty,
he was qualified to teach school. He
continued his education by studying
Latin and Greek, and in six years
graduated from a college in George-
town, Kentucky.

His general preparation enriched
his ministry very definitely. He mas-
tered the Greek language to such ex-
tent that in his later years he once
said that he had been reading the
New Testament in Greek for more
than forty years, and that during the
last twenty-five years he had read
no other Scriptures than his Greek
Testament.

In specific preparation, W. B. God-
bey was careful and exact, yet unique,
vivid, and warmly enthusiastic in his

exegeses. He believed, according to
his own statement, that simple,
straightforward, Biblical preaching

would bring results if it was done
with the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

A boyhood farmer close to the soil,
a preacher’s son close to the heart of
the intensely evangelistic early Meth-
odist church, a youthful schoolteacher
and college professor close to the in-
quiring minds of eager students, and
a fire-baptized holiness preacher
trained in the study of the Scriptures
and the art of debate, William B.
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Godbey is a splendid example of a
man prepared for his task.

His Preaching Emphasis

Dr. Godbey’s emphasis was first,
last, and always full salvation! He
preached fifteen years before he

sought and received the experience
of entire sanctification, and he
preached fifty-two years after his own
Pentecost. He was clear and bold in
his preaching of heart holiness.

In relating his experience later, he
once said, “The Lord burned up the
Free Mason, the Odd Fellow, college
president, big preacher, and life in-
surance, leaving me quite an ash pile.”

His own experience of entire sanc-
tification changed his ministry from
one of ordinary effectiveness and lit-
tle visible results to one of power and
forcefulness. He stated that he
doubted whether or not he had won
fifteen souls in the first fifteen years
of his ministry before he was sanc-
tified, but in the next fifteen years
he had seen more than five thousand
souls either saved or sanctified in his
meetings.

His Preaching Style

William Godbey was a member of
a debate team in his early college
days, and argumentation was as na-
tural to him as breathing. He had a
logical mind, and with it an excellent
command of the language. His
preaching was therefore profound
enough to convince the skeptics, yet
clear and simple enough to be under-
stood by the unlearned. He could put
forth, piece by piece, the supporting
arguments for his proposition. Pro-
ceeding from one to the next, he
often made such transitions as “thus,”
“consequently,” “the logical antithesis
then follows,” or “the antithesis is
shown.” He usually made an exhorta-
tion at the conclusion of each point,
and after a climactic clinching of it
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began with the next point and re-
peated the process.

In his preaching there is that per-
sonal, empathetic quality of direct-
ness. He preached to the individual
rather than to the crowd. Such
preaching, needless to say, brought
results immediately when Dr. Godbey
conducted revivals. When he
preached against some popular sin,
many in the audience took offense
and felt that he had directed his mes-
sage toward them. On the other hand,
when he fed his hearers upon the
rich truths of the gospel, they seemed
to be affected more deeply than would
have been possible had his preaching
been less direct.

W. B. Godbey could rise to a bril-
liant display of ornate and rhetorical
language when the occasion de-
manded it, or his subject called for it.
He often used oratorical style in de-
livery when preaching on holiness.
In his sermon on Pentecost, he said:

“The battle has been fought on the
bloody fields of consecration and faith
and a ten days’ prayer meeting with-
out intermission. They have gone
down to the bottom rock of consecra-
tion and prayed up to the triumphant
altitudes of faith. The battle is fought,
the victory won and Hope has spread
her eagle pinions ready for her celes-
tial flight. They have prayed up to
the highlands, where heavenly vis-
ions, in seraphic splendor, roll in
floods of unearthly glory, inundating
that memorable mission room with an
electrical panorama of the long an-
ticipated descending Comforter!”

Dr. Godbey was therefore able to
be dramatic and descriptive as well
as personal and direct. He also was
aware of the value of contrast in his
preaching. Many of his revivals were
conducted along the same pattern,
namely, the preaching in the early
part of the campaign on God’s judg-
ments and wrath, followed by an
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emphasis upon His love and mercy.
His “Sinai” blasts were followed by
“Calvary” pleadings. He wrote in
describing one such revival in which
his tactics were those of contrast be-
tween judgment and mercy: “The
people could hardly believe that |
was the same man who had so fero-
ciously exposed all their sins ... The
Sun of Righteousness in His unutter-
able glory arose on those broken-
hearted penitents with healing in His
wings, chasing away their dreary mid-
night.”

His Preaching Contribution

One of the most noticeable contri-
butions to Dr. W. B. Godbey in the
holiness ministry is his combination
of honest, thorough scholarship with
zealous, homely, and genuine devo-
tion. One of the very first and fore-
most scholars in the holiness move-
ment, he was at the same time one of
the most zealous revivalists in his day.

Some thought him “odd” and ec-
centric. One morning his hosts dis-
covered that his bed in the guest
room had not been used, and his reply
to their questions was something like
this: “Well, the bed looked so com-
fortable that | thought about how
Jesus often had no place to lay His
head, and | just couldn’t sleep in it.
| slept on the floor!” In Dr. Godbey
such conduct somehow seemed per-
fectly all right, for his genuineness
and his Christlike spirit made his ac-
tions seem proper and normal.

He wrote seventy books and book-
lets, the best known of which were
his translation of the New Testament
and his seven-volume Commentary
on the New Testament.

One thing is certain. When that
morning comes, one of the first to
answer that call will be a holiness
preacher, diligent scholar, zealous
evangelist, and bold defender of the
faith named William B. Godbey.
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SERMON OF THE MONTH

The Reception for the King

By M. Kimber Moulton*

Text: Behold, thy King cometh unto
thee (Matt. 21:5).

And a very great multitude spread
their garments in the way; others cut
down branches from the trees, and
strawed them in the way (Matt. 21: 8).

And the multitudes that went be-
fore, and that followed, cried, saying,
Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed
is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord; Hosanna in the highest (Matt.
21:9).

Introduction:

A. When Christ rode into Jerusa-
lem on the borrowed beast the city
was moved and they made excited
inquiry, “Who is this?” Jesus was a
singidar Person. He was the unique
Galilean. The ancient city wanted to
know who He was. Multitudes by
the wayside and in the centers of
population desire to know who He is.

B. Christ is the Son of God. He is
God. When the disciples received the
second special revelation of the Christ
after  His resurrection, Thomas
quickly fell on his knees and said,
“My Lord and my God.”

C. Christ is Prophet. He bubbled
forth with the fuller truth of the Ser-
mon on the Mount. He spoke forth
as the Revealer of God. He was the
revelation of God. He prophesied His
death and resurrection. He used the
figure of destroying and building the
Temple. He used the figure of Jonah

' Pastor, Los Angeles, California.
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and the whale. He prophesied the
destruction of Jerusalem, and it was
fulfilled in precision and detail.

D. Christ is Priest. He is the Inter-
mediary between man and God. He
represents man to God. He makes
sacrifice for man to God and repre-
sents the case of man to God for
mercy, healing, and favors. Christ is
our High Priest who intercedes for us.

E. Christ is King. The original idea
of a Hebrew king was twofold: first,
that he would lead the people to bat-
tle in time of war; and second, that he
should execute judgment and justice
to them in war and in peace—"“and
that our king may judge us, and go
out before us, and fight our battles”
(I Sam. 8:20). They called Christ
then King of the Jews. In reality He
is King of all mankind.

His kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom
and He leads His people in spiritual

wai'fare. Before Pilate, Christ said,
“My kingdom is not of this world.”
It was not external, but internal.

Christ will rule in the hearts of men.
But the heavenly Kingdom does not
come to the hearts of men by con-
quering force. It is not by whistling
bullets, screaming shells, rolling,
rumbling tanks, booming and blasting
bombs; but by mercy, love, grace,
patience, kindness, and deeds of bene-
volence. Christ is the King who leads
us in such a warfare. He has the
ability to rule, and if men and nations
will accept His rulership, under His
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dominion the ills of the world will be
healed. In that ancient day, it was as
a King that Christ rode into Jerusa-
lem.

I. The King Comes

A. He comes fulfilling prophecy.

This is the prophecy of Zech. 9:9:
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: be-
hold, thy King cometh unto thee: he
is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass.” From lIsaiah
62 we read: “Behold, the Lord hath
proclaimed unto the end of the world,
Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Be-
hold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his
reward is with him, and his work
[or his recompense] before him.” This
was the prophecy that came in the
old time, not by the will of man, but
from the omniscient mind of God.

B. The King comes by choice.

Of course He is in the lineage of
David, on the human side. On the
divine side, He was with the Father
before the world began but is now in-
carnate in human flesh. He has
avoided the precipitation of the issue
previously. The time has now come.
Out of the background of the purpose
of His incarnation He now fulfills His
choice. He will ride into Jerusalem
as a King. He sends Peter, the apos-
tle of discipline, and John, the apostle
of love, to find and loose the colt upon
which He will ride into Jerusalem. He
chooses to come to us as our Saviour,
Lord, and King. He is the Rock that
was hewn out of the mountain, which
knocks down the image of world em-
pires and comes rolling down over the
kingdoms of the world. He comes to
nations, communities, and persons to-
day.

C. The King comes in meekness.

He is a strange King. He has to
borrow a beast on which to ride in
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triumphal procession. Roman soldiers
will laugh at Him. Herod’s men will
mock Him. This is a rustic procession
of a pauper Prince on an ass. Accom-
panying Him are a hundred or two
weaponless, penniless men. But it is
characteristic of the Christ. He was
born in a manger in poverty. He has
humbled himself and conducted him-
self through life in humility. And
here Christ's one moment of royal
pomp is as eloquent of His humiliation
as the long stretch of His lowly life is.
But side by side with His lowliness
there gleams the veiled splendor of
His glorious person. He is the Mighty
Meek. The chariot and the horse were
the emblems of conquerors. It is fit-
ting that the Prince of Peace should
make His state entry on a colt, unrid-
den before, and saddled only with a
garment.

Il The King's Reception

A. The King was given the recep-
tion of curiosity.

He had been in the home of Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus. The people of
Bethany had known of His marvelous
power which had resurrected Lazarus
from the dead. They had seen Lazarus
walking among them. Then His fame
spread to Jerusalem. When Christ
started on His triumphal procession
there was a company with Him and
this company was met by another
group who started out from Jerusa-
lem toward Bethany. A large number
of persons in both groups were
curious. They wanted to see what a
man would do who had this power of
resurrection. But reception for the
King must go beyond curiosity.

B. The reception was with honor
and with praise.

They honored Him by placing their
garments on the beast and also by
spreading their garments in the way.
They honored Him by their personal
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sacrifices. They expressed their praise
by breaking palm branches—waving
them and with voices enthusiastic
saying, “Hosanna, Hosanna! to the
King—the One who cometh in the
name of the Lord.” Praise is the heart-
felt response when the King is re-
ceived. One feels like falling at His
feet and worshiping when his eyes
behold the King. When one is made
upright by the rule of the King,
praises are becoming to him. The
children of the Lord have a right to
shout and sing the praises of the
Lord. It is said that when the sun is
going out of sight the pious Swiss
herdsman of the Alps takes his Alpine
horn, and shouts loudly through it
“Praise ye the Lord!” Then a brother
herdsman on some distant slope takes
up the echo, “Praise the Lord!” Soon
other answers come still higher up the
mountains, till hill shouts to hill, and
peak echoes to peak, the sublime
anthem of praise to the Lord of all.
All who are in the Kingdom under
the rule of the King give Him worship
and praise.

C. The reception of fickle enth
siasm.

Be assured that enthusiasm is
needed. No enthusiasm can be too
intense which is based upon our need
of Christ and His work for us. But
there are those who become emo-
tionally stirred and join with the
crowd. When the tide goes one way
they go with it, and when it goes an-
other they go with it too. We must
have more than mere enthusiastic
feeling in reference to Jesus Christ.
We must be genuine and rock-ribbed
in our devotion to Him. Fickle en-
thusiasts hail Him one day and crucify
Him the next. They want Him in
preference to Barabbas on Sunday,
but on Friday they crucify Christ and
take Barabbas. The palm branches
had not faded where they had been
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tossed before the fickle crowd had
swung to the opposite mood.

D. The King is to be received with
full preparation and sincere faith.

When Queen Elizabeth (then Prin-
cess Elizabeth) and Prince Philip
came to Canada, the little town of
Cochran, population 550, received the
information that the train would pass
through their town and they would
be honored with a brief stop on the
thirteen-day, coast-to-coast itinerary
through which the royal couple was
being conducted. With only four days’
definite notice, Cochran got busy pre-
paring its welcome. There was plenty
to do. Tourists who swished through
on their way to Banff had a habit of
leaving empty bottles and cans. These
were cleared away. Eyesore jalopies
beside Baptie's garage were removed.
A batch of leftover flags was imported
from Calgary and strung around
town. A local painter donated a land-
scape as Cochran’s gift to the royal
couple. When the great day dawned,
Cochran’s face was brighter and
shinier than it had been for a long

_time and a fresh fall of white snow

hid what there hadn’'t been time to
clean up. The town gathered at the
station waiting an hour in fifteen-
above-zero cold and, when the train
pulled in, was rewarded with a far
more intimate view of the royal
couple than was given millions of
their fellow Canadians. If any person
will prepare the way for the King, he
may receive Royalty as his abiding
Guest.

IIl. The King Conquers

A. The King conquers by cleansing.
He drove the money-changers out

of the Temple. He would cleanse
away the false ideas of values; He
needs to do that today. We need

to find out what is worth while and
what is not. He needs to cleanse the
temple of our hearts, so that where
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we have perverted the good and are
crippled and twisted in an evil bent
and procedure, we may be cleansed
and straightened out. Christ cleansed
the ancient Temple as the conquering
King, and He can cleanse the temple
of our hearts and make us conquerors.

B. The conquering Restorer.

This restoration occurred even in
the Temple on the day of His trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem. His royal
state and cleansing severity are won-
derfully blended with tender pity and
the gentle hand of sovereign virtue to
heal. The very manifestations of the
former drew the needy to Him; and
the blind, though they could not see,
and the lame, though they could not
~walk, managed to grope and hobble
their way to Him, not afraid of His
severity, not daunted by His royalty.
Isaiah prophesied that “the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
shall the lame man leap”is an hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing: for
in the wilderness shall waters break
out, and streams in the desert.” This
is true of the gospel dispensation and
it shall be true in the day of Christ’s
ultimate triumph.

Jesus found Palestine full of un-
promising people and by His gospel of
beg”™JJjng again, left them so changed
that one would hardly recognize them.
So Mary the harlot becomes Mary the
wholesome. Philip the cynical be-
comes Philip the devoted; Thomas the
doubter becomes Thomas the con-
vinced. Peter the vacillating becomes
Peter the rock. And many present-
day lives become transformed by His
Spiri£ and testify to the fact that no
life in any age has to stay the way it

is; it can change. For the King, Christ
Jesus, is the conquering Restorer.
C. Our King will conquer in the

end.
Early in a recent war Martin Nie-
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moeller, a Lutheran minister, was ar-
rested by the Nazis and sent off to a
concentration camp. Thereupon his
father, a retired preacher, decided to
re-enter the active ministry and do
what he could to carry on the work
of his courageous son. He prepared
and delivered a sermon that became
famous—a sermon to which he gave
the subject “It Depends upon the
End.” In it he told the story of Na-
poleon’s mother, who one day said to
her emperor son: “Son, you think
you are Napoleon, the world con-
queror. But you have an anxious
mother who asks you where you will
end up. What will your outcome be?”
It is a question that may well be asked
of any of us, whether he be a proud
Napoleon or just plain John Smith:
“Where will you end up, what will
your outcome be?” We know what
the outcome is going to be through
Christ, the King. If we live under His
dominion we are bound to come out

all right. And finally, “Thanks be
unto God, which always causeth us to
triumph.”  Christ's meekness and

gentleness make Him great. Gentle-
ness is royal and omnipotent; force
and violence are feeble. The dove's
light pinion will fly further than the
wings of Rome’s eagles, with their
strong talons and blood-dyed beaks.
The great world Babylon will become
its own confusion and ultimately end
in ruins inhabited by snakes and bats
and vultures, but then we shall see
the city that John saw coming down,
and from Him who is the Eternal
Light of the City Foursquare we shall
hear the words, “Be of good cheer, |
have overcome the world.” Then
Christ shall be clothed in His vesture
which hath on the thigh a name writ-
ten, “King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.”
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Romans 1:8-12

‘T'he first seven verses of this Epis-

tie constitute the salutation. It is
remarkable how much theology Paul
packs into his greetings to the church
at Rome. He declares the deity and
humanity of Jesus, the position of
Christians as “saints,” and the rela-
tionship of Father and Son. Paul is
so eager for the Roman church to be
thoroughly and correctly indoctrin-
ated that even in his opening saluta-
tion he lays a basic foundation of
Christian teaching.1

Through Jesus Christ

Paul declares (v. 8) that he is con-
stantly (present tense) thanking God
“through Jesus Christ.” Everything
we receive from God is through
Christ Jesus (cf. Eph. 1:3) and so
our praise to God should be rendered
through Christ. Vincent writes: “In
penitence and in thanksgiving alike,
Jesus Christ is the one mediator
through whom we have access to
God.”” Sanday and Headlam bring
out the idea in their paraphrase of
this passage: “Through Him Who as
High Priest presents all our prayers
and praises.”:

One notices nowadays signs along
our highways containing prayers ad-
dressed to “Mary, Mother of God,”

1See further Sanday and Headlam, "Romans,” pp. 17-18
("The Theological Terminology of Rom. i. 1-7").

vMarvin Vincent, "Word Studies," IIl, 6.

30p. cit., p. 18.

*Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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asking her to intercede with her Son
on behalf of “us sinners.” It would
he hard to conceive of anything more
contrary to the teaching of the New
Testament. This theology is blatantly
anti-Christian. For Mary is substi-
tuted in place of Christ as mediator
between God and man. But | Tim.
2:5 declares: “There is one God, and
one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.” Any effort
to take Christ from His place as the
only one through whom we can ap-
proach Gor! is a denial of =true Chris-
tianity.

i'OUR Faith

This expression (v. 8) has been in-
terpreted two ways. It could be taken
as referring to the strength or super-
iority of their faith in Christ. That is
treating “faith” as a subjective- at-
titude of the believer. But it seems
best to take it ofojectively™”Thus
Sanday and Headlam it
is practically equivalent IP- ‘your
Christianity.” "4 Wuest writes: “The
faith of the saints here refers t$ the
fact that they are Christians and to
the lives they lived.

Spoken of

The Greek word here (v. 8) is
katangello. The simple verb angello

40p. cit.,, p. 19.

rKenneth S. Wuest, "Romans in the Greek New Testament"
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1955),
p. 19.
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means “announce.” The compound
suggests spreading tidings throughout,
down among (kata), “with the in-
cluded idea of celebrating or com-
mending.” L Probably the best transla-
tion would be: “is being proclaimed.”

The Whole Worlid

The term for “world” here (v. 8)
is kosmos, which we have taken over

as “cosmos.” It means “the ordered
universe,” being the opposite of
“chaos.” (“Cosmetics,” derived from

this Greek word, are supposed to put
a lady’s face in order!)

What does the apostle mean by “the
whole world”? Commentators gen-

erally classify the expression as
“hyperbolical.” But this is not nec-
essary. In the New Testament the

phrase regularly refers to the Roman
Empire as such. It of course could not
include the Western Hemisphere, still
undiscovered. Nor would it take in
the Far East. Europe and the Middle
East would be all that was intended.
Since Rome was the capital city it
does not seem unreasonable to sug-
gest that the faith of the Roman
church was being proclaimed through-
out the empire.

My Witness

The word for “witness” (v. 9) is
martys. From the_ genitive form,
martyros, we get our English word
“martyr.” This is due to the fact that
in later times those who witnessed for
Christ had to pay for it with their
lives.

But here we have the term in its
earlier, nontechnical meaning of one
who hears* testimony to what he
knows—what he has seen or heard or
otherwise experienced. Paul had to
appeal to God as his Witness in this
case, because no one else would have

$Vincent, op. cit., IIl, 7.
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heard his daily private prayers for
the Roman Christians. By this appeal
the apostle solemnly asserts his faith-
fulness in prayer for them.

Sacred Service

The word latreuo (“serve,” v. 9)
is used in the Septuagint for service
of God and occasionally of serving
heathen gods. But it is always of
service to a higher power, whether
supposed or actual. Says Vincent:
“The word was wused in a special
sense to denote the service rendered
to Jehovah by the Israelites as His
peculiar people.”7 In the New Testa-
ment it is used of the Christian’'s
service to God.

Praying Without Ceasing

The expression “without ceasing”

(v. 9) is one word in the Greek, the
adverb adialeiptos. It means “without
letting up or leaving off.” Paul was

incessant in his praying.

The term is found elsewhere in the
New Testament only in | Thessalo-
nians, where it occurs three times. In
I Thess. 1:38 Paul says that he re-
members unceasingly the faithfulness
of the Christians at Thessalonica. But
it immediately follows a statement
that he is praying for them. Finally,
in 5:17 occurs that great command:
“Pray without ceasing.” The great
apostle practiced what he preached;
he himself set the example of unceas-
ing prayer. Robertson says of Paul:
“He seems to have had prayer lists.”9
And these included the people of the
many churches he had founded on his
missionary journeys.

Fourfold Fervor

Paul's eagerness to see the Romans
is expressed by four particles packed
in close succession—ei pos ede pote.

71bid.

8The adverb is in verse 2 in the Greek text
e °A. T. Robertson, "Word Pictures in the New Testament"
(New York: Richard R. Smith, 1931), IV, 325.
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They might be translated, “if, some-
how, now, at last.”

The common word for “now” in the
Greek New Testament is nyn, which
simply indicates present time. But
the particle used here, ede (pro-
nounced ayday), has “a certain sug-
gestion of surprise or relief” that the
goal has been reached as soon as it
has, and may be translated “now,
after all this waiting.”I' Paul has an
earnest desire to see the Romans. He
looks forward eagerly to having this
desire fulfilled soon.

A Prosperous Journey

The King James Version brings out
the etymological force of the word
euodoo in its translation “have a pros-
perous journey.” It comes from eu,
“well,” “good,” and hodos, “way.”
However, as Sanday and Headlam
note, “The word has usually dropped
the idea of hodos and means ‘to be
prospered’ in any way.”l1 An ex-
ample is | Cor. 16:2, where the same
word is used for prospering finan-
cially. But it seems that the context
here in Romans would favor giving
the term its original meaning as trans-
lated in the King James Version.

“By” or “In”?

Where did Paul hope to find this
“good way,” this “prosperous jour-
ney”? The King James Version says,
“By the will of God.” But the Greek
has en, which is usually translated
“in.” The best, safest, and most pros-
perous way of life lies “in the will of
God.” That is the road Paul was
following. It is our privilege to take
it, too.

Some Spiritual Gift

The Greek expression is ti charisma
pneumatikon (v. 11). Sanday and
Headlam say concerning it: “St. Paul

inSanday and Headlam, op. cit.,, p. 20.
"lbid.
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has in mind the kind of gifts—partly
what we should call natural and
partly transcending the ordinary
workings of nature—described in
I Cor. XIV.”2 Adam Clarke agrees
with this. He writes: “This probably
means some of the extraordinary gifts
of the Holy Spirit, which, being given
to them, might tend greatly to estab-
lish their faith in the Gospel of Christ;
and it is very likely that such gifts
were only conferred by means of
apostles; and as the apostle had not
yet been at Rome, consequently the
Roman Christians had not yet re-
ceived any of these miraculous gifts,
and thus they differed widely from
all the other churches which had been
raised by the apostle’s ministry.” 13

With all due respect to the very
high scholarship of Adam Clarke and
of Sanday and Headlam, we must con-
fess some hesitation at accepting this
interpretation. We find it difficult
to believe that such a purpose would
have engaged Paul's earnest atten-
tion.

It seems to us far more likely that
the apostle would be concerned to
share with them some spiritual grace
that would help to establish these
Roman believers in their Christian
experience. We cannot see how a
miraculous gift would do this, except
the gift of the Holy Spirit himselfJ
To us it seems most reasonable to
hold that Paul was talking about a
further gift of Godls gracp. “to the
end ye may be established.” This fits
in with the basic meaning of the term.
Vincent says; “Charisma is a gift of
grace (charis), a favor received with-
out merit on the recipient’s part.” 4

Comfort or Strengthen?

The King James Version reads (v.

-Op. cit.,, p. 21.

13Adam Clarke, "The New Testament of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,
nd), I, 39.

140p. cit., I, 7.
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12): “That | may be comforted to-
gether with you.” That is the com-
mon meaning of sumparakaleo. The
verb, however, may be translated a
number of different ways. Probably
the best rendering here is “strength-
ened together.” He hopes that he and
the Roman Christians may be mu-
tually strengthened by their spiritual
fellowship when he is able to come to
them.

The language of verse 12 reveals the
beautiful humility of Paul's charac-
ter. Though he has much to impart
to the believers at Rome, yet he grac-
iously expresses himself as expecting
to receive help and blessing from
them.

Ministering to Special Needs

This is a wholesome attitude for all
mature Christians and preachers of
the gospel. Often we may receive
rich spiritual blessing from contact
with the humblest of God’s children.
The writer remembers receiving a
helpful interpretation of a certain
scriptural passage from the lips of a
Pullman car porter. The basic pre-
requisite of all true learning is an
attitude of humility. If we have this
we can learn much from the persons
and events of our daily living. And
he who has nothing to
others will not be able to teach others
in any helpful way.

learn from

Those in the Sunset of Life

By Robert E Harding*

C HE HAD just been holding on until
~  you got here,” the daughter told
me after it was all over. | had been
out of town, and when | returned well
past the midnight hour, I found a note
requesting me to call, as Mrs. Susan
Morse was very low. Instead of call-
ing on the phone | drove on over to
the home and found that this saintly
grandmother was just about ready to
make the crossing. Her throat had
been increasingly paralyzed for a
period of over a year, until she was
actually starving to death.

She could not speak; yet | knew she
wanted to testify. After a brief prayer

' Pastor, First Church, Minneapolis, Minn.
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| took her hand in mine and said, “I
am going to sing. If this is your testi-
mony | want you to squeeze my
hand.” Then | began to sing:

My soul in sad exile was out on life's

sea,
So burdened with sin, and dis-
tressed,
Till 1 heard a sweet voice saying,

“Make Me your choice,”

And | entered the haven of rest!
Through the stanza her hand had held
mine tightly, but as the chorus began
it seemed that the Lord himself put
strength into those feeble fingers as
she sought to testify to the fact that
her anchor had been dropped in the
“Haven of Rest.”
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I've anchored my soul in the haven
of rest;
I'll sail the wide seas no more.
The tempest may sweep o'er the wild,
stormy deep;
In Jesus I'm safe evermore.

Tears were in her eyes and a heavenly
glow was on her face. It was true.
She had put her trust—had dropped
her anchor—in Jesus years before.
In the months of physical torment
that had preceded this hour she had
kept her faith strong in the Lord.
Visitors from the church had en-
couraged her, along with the visits of
her pastor, and when the time of mak-
ing the crossing came she knew that
her faith, placed in Christ in less try-
ing days, held her steady when she
was unable to utter a single word in
prayer.

In just a few hours her soul
crossed over the bar and she was
truly “in Jesus . safe evermore.”

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Saunders were
not members of the Church of the
Nazarene, but then the Lord laid no
denominational lines where human
needs were concerned. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Saunders had attended church
for the greater part of their lives, but
there was no reality in salvation, no
joy of the Lord in their hearts.
Though raised around the church
(not holiness), the children had all
married outside the faith.

With the spiritual needs of their
hearts still unsatisfied, this elderly
couple started coming to the Church
of the Nazarene occasionally, and
when some problems arose in relation
to their children and their families,
and their own pastor was too busy to
help, they sought me out. | did my
best to help in every way possible,
but more particularly tried to guide
them into a saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ.

Although Mr. Saunders was only in
his sixties, he appeared much older.
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Suffering from hardening of the ar-
teries, centered largely at the base
of the brain, he had become very
stooped and had very poor co-ordina-
tion of his muscles. Physically and
mentally he was failing fast, but the
thing that was encouraging was his
sincere heart. | prayed with him often
and one evening in his room he gave
his heart to the Lord.

Although his prevous religious
training had not condemned the use

of tobacco, he was receptive as we
talked with him about it and ex-
plained the Scriptures. The Holy

Spirit spoke to his heart and he
ceased using tobacco in any form. The
peculiar thing to him and to his family
was that he never seemed to miss
his tobacco even though he had used
it all his life.

At church the following Sunday,
when an invitation was given he made
his way to the altar, where he pub-
licly humbled himself before the Lord
and confessed his faith in Jesus
Christ.

In the weeks that followed, Mr.
Saunders gave evidence through his
life and testimony to a transformed
nature to all his relatives and friends,
and when he passed away just a few
weeks ago all who knew him rejoiced
in the assurance that he had gone
home to be with his Lord.

As an indirect result of ministering
to this elderly man, the immediate
family, relatives, and friends are fa-
vorably inclined toward the Church
of the Nazarene and some are attend-
ing regularly. We are praying that
this may be the doorway to meeting
their spiritual needs.

But not in every ministry in connec-
tion with the aged (or for that matter
with anyone else) will we have the
feeling that we are dealing with the
crisis in life or even for that matter
with the eternal destiny of some soul.
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Most of the time we may be called on
to help the aged meet the problems
of everyday living, such as the neces-
sity of living with some of the children
and for the first time not having a
home of their own; or the feeling of
not being needed, like the man or
woman who feels as strong as ever
physically and even better equipped
because of years of experience and yet
is placed on the shelf because of age.

Perhaps the most difficult situation
of all and at the same time the one we
are called on to face as much as if not
more than any other is the chronically
ill; the one who has been ill for a
long time and who knows that there
is no hope of physical improvement,
or if he does not know, he has a grow-
ing conviction that this is the case.

Mrs. Mary Hartwell had been bed-
fast for years. Arthritis had so twisted
the limbs that she was unable to turn
over in bed or even turn her head.
When 1 first learned of her condition
I said within myself, I must call on
her regularly. Later, my sense of
duty was far overshadowed by the
sense of privilege | had in calling on
this saint of God. | would go with the
thought in mind of cheering her up,
but consistently | would find that on
leaving | had been the one who had
been cheered and lifted within.

But one day the picture was
changed. As | entered the room this
godly woman looked at me out of eyes
filled with pain, and as | took her
twisted little hand in mine she said,
“Oh, I'm so glad you came.” And then
she said something that shook me
deeply and which 1 never forgot:
“Brother Harding, when you pray
today, will you ask the Lord to take
me home? | am suffering so— 1 want
to go home.” My first thought was
to ask, “O Lord, give me wisdom from
above for this time.” Could | pray a
prayer of this kind? | never had,
and would it be right or proper?
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Then | turned to the Word of God
and said, “Let us read from God’s
Word first, and then we’ll pray in a
few moments.” As | recall, | read
from the Psalms and the fourteenth
chapter of John. We both received
encouragement and strength, and then
I recalled some of the grand old
hymns of the Church and sang of
“Amazing Grace” and “The Home of
the Soul.”

With this as a background we ap-
proached the throne of grace. |
thanked God for full salvation and for
His grace and mercy manifested each
day. Then | thanked Him for the
future hope of the Christian, and
prayed that if it might meet with His
blessed will He might grant this
elderly child of His relief from pain
and an early and abundant entrance
into His home above.

Truly the Lord met with us that
day, and the clouds were lifted. God
“came down our souls to greet, and
glory crowned the mercy seat.”

All this happened a number of
years ago, and although Sister Hart-
well has not as yet been granted that
abundant entrance into heaven, and
I am certain there have been other
trying days of physical torment, | do
know that the Lord helped us to face
the enemy of our souls that day and
come out victorious.

These are stories out of my minis-
try. They are true and the people are
real (only their names have been
changed). Their problems are real
and appear difficult out of all propor-
tion because of the infirmities of the
sick and aged. May the Lord give us
wisdom and hearts filled with love,
that we might be able to meet the
future needs of the aged. It is one
of the most glorious and soul-satisfy-
ing ministries unto which the Lord
has called us.
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In Partnership with. God

111. Relationships and Ethics

endeavors at all

times to build up the confidence
of his patients. He tries never to tear
it down. The presence of the doctor
himself either in the hospital room or
in the home should be almost as bene-
ficial as his medicine or his scalpel.
Not only does the doctor strive to
create this feeling of respect in his
patients, but the wise physician en-
deavors to erect a feeling of apprecia-
tion among his associates.

There is such a thing as a “doctor’s
doctor.” He is the man who not only
has the skill, but has the appreciation
of his fellow doctors.

Professional ethics among doctors is
very important. | suspect there are
some who are in business merely to
make money. Some there are, per-
haps, who think every vermiform ap-
pendix should be removed because it
represents a fee. AIll tonsils are in-
fected according to others because it
is an easy and profitable operation.

There are some doctors who do not
hesitate to split fees, although that
practice is frowned upon by the pro-
fession. Some collect fees of large
proportion merely by referral. Others
have “ghost operators” who do their
actual operating while the patient
seldom finds out that dear Dr. Pill
did not actually operate. Yes, there
are some rackets in the medical and
surgical areas, even though every pre-
caution is taken to prevent them.

Rackets must not exist in the min-
istry, either. But | am sometimes
afraid they do.

The presence of the pastor in the
home should have real value when

'T '"he wise doctor

*Pastor, Hlinois.
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First Church, Chicago,

By C. B. Strang "

that home is in need. Happy the pas-
tor who can weep with those who
weep and rejoice with those who re-
joice. Useful indeed is the pastor who
is sent for at the same moment the
call is made for the doctor. Enviable
is the minister whose presence is
sought by his members and friends
and whose reputation and character
are respected by other ministers.

If fee splitting is not the thing in
medical circles, how about some of
the things that parallel it in religious
areas? Sometimes trading of meet-
ings can be a rather cheap thing. 1
know it can be very beneficial, but to
have a certain minister as evangelist
or special speaker merely because he
will return the favor is something like
fee splitting. | know it is done some-
times to profit, but it could become a
racket. Calling the evangelist who
usually takes up a love offering for
the pastor is cheap. | try to steer
away from it myself, but | know it is
done.

Stealing church members is a not
uncommon practice. Of course it isn't
called that by those who do it. But
it is surprising the amount of pressure
that some pastors can create. They
may not always do it themselves.
They, too, may have “ghost oper-
ators.” These are persons skilled in
subtly outlining the shortcomings of
the church of the person upon whom
they are operating. Hints are given
of the disadvantages of the members’
church (“Your building debt is pretty
heavy, isn’'t it?”), and the decided
advantages of the operator’'s own
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church are extolled. It becomes in-
creasingly risky for Nazarenes to visit
some other Nazarene churches. How
unethical can some pastors become?

There is such a thing as professional
jealousy among doctors. Some of
them envy the man who is succeeding
the most. If he has more operations
or a wider practice, he sometimes
finds himself in the hub of criticism.
Doctors have been known to find
fault with another physician’s diag-
nosis or his manner of procedure in
an operation. Some look for oppor-
tunities to lay a charge of malpractice
at another’'s door. Here again, the
ethics of the medical profession
usually wins. But ministers must be
careful of jealousy as well. It shows
up sometimes in those not wholly
sanctified.

It could be a little dangerous for
a minister to succeed. He might be
accused of letting down the bars.
Jealousy might prompt another
merely to suggest that he is not a true
holiness preacher. Little groups have
a habit sometimes of dissecting a fel-
low minister and of forgetting to put
him back together again. But until
we can and do rejoice over another’s
successes we are not qualified to
preach the glorious gospel of full sal-
vation.

Some doctor’s offend the members
of the more delicate sex because of
their lack of ethics. It doesn’t happen
often, | presume. The doctor must
steel himself against temptation. Op-
portunities for wrongdoing are many
in his area of life. He must guard his
language and his actions, never allow-
ing them to be the least bit suggestive.
Most of them succeed in keeping their
lives above reproach.

The minister could learn much from
the ethical life of the principled
medic.

Not many ministers go wrong, but
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when they do it seems the whole
world knows it. The very nature of
his work gives the minister oppor-
tunity to offend if he wishes. His
language and actions must also be
well guarded. The minister should
be an expert in giving advice on hu-
man relationships, and his whole life
should be an illustration of this ad-
vice. Some ministers get into trouble
because they are not very intelligent,
others because they think they are
smart. Ministers must learn that they
can't get away with anything wrong
or anything that smacks of wrong.

Doctors are very often the con-
veyors of bad news. The patient is
very ill. The operation has not been
successful. The patient died. The doc-
tor studies to know how best to con-
vey the news to the family. He
usually performs these hard tasks
very acceptably. In my experience |
can think of only one who failed mis-
erably in this task. Our neighbor’s
small son had met with an accident.
| rushed him to the hospital, accom-
panied by his mother and my wife.
The doctor examined him in the emer-
gency room. As he emerged the grief-
stricken mother cried out, “O Doctor,
how is he?” “Dead,” replied the doc-
tor, and without another word he
walked away. He had never learned
the ethics of his profession. His heart
was cold and his manner icy. He
might have known the value of medi-
cine but he never learned the value
of human personality. He did not
rightly relate himself to a poor, needy
person.

I learned much from him. | learned
that | was never to be like him. |
learned that when sorrow comes there
also arrives the opportunity to be
of great service. Ministers, like good
doctors, can serve great needs with
kind words and fervent prayers when
they are in partnership with God,
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CRUSADE

FOR SOULS

Supplied by Alpin Bowes*

Here's Something
You Can Use

1. Wherefore seeing we are com-
passed about with so great a crowd of
nonbelievers, let us lay aside every
flimsy excuse and the alibi which doth
so easily betray us, and let us walk
with patience from door to door.

2. Looking unto Jesus, the Author
of personal evangelism, who, for the
joy of telling men of salvation, en-
dured the problems, despising the
shame, and is ready now to go with
you.

3. For consider the Fuller man
that endured such sales resistance
against his products, lest ye be wear-
ied and faint in your minds.

4. Ye have not yet persisted unto
blisters pushing doorbells.

5. And ye have forgotten the ex-
hortation which speaketh unto you
as unto Nazarenes: Now, Nazarenes,
despise not thou the work of visitation
evangelism, nor faint when thou art
called upon to do some.

6. For whom the pastor respects he
calls, and keeps busy every member
whom he receiveth.

7. If ye endure visitation, ye work
then as a real Nazarene; for what
member is he who is not expected to
do visitation?

8. But if ye be without any re-
sponsibility to do visitation, whereof
all needs must be participants, then
are ye illegitimate representatives of
the gospel of Christ, and not true
members.

9. Furthermore, we have secular
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organizations which made similar de-
mands of us and we respected them.
Shall we not much rather be co-op-

erative in this great Crusade for
Souls, and live?
10. For they made unimportant

demands reflecting their own whims,
but this for our profit, that we might
be participants in spreading the doc-
trine of heart holiness.

11. Now no visitation at the mo-
ment will seem especially joyous, but
maybe arduous; nevertheless, it yield-
eth the glorious fruit of precious souls
being brought into the gospel of
Christ.

12. Wherefore, lift up the hands
which hang down and the feeble
knees;

13. And make straight paths for
your feet, lest those which are lazy
fail to pound the pavement; rather,
let them be revived.

14. Follow peace with all men and
do visitation evangelism, without
which no church shall experience re-
vival;

15. Looking diligently lest a man
fail to do his part, lest any root of ex-
cuse springing up delay you, and
thereby many be sidetracked;

16. Lest there be any fornicator
or profane person, as John Doe, who
for one TV program stayed at home.

17. For you know how that after-
ward, on Sunday, when he would have
the church to be full, there were only
a few, and he found no way of
remedying his negligence at that time,
though he prayed loudly and with
tears.—Samuel N. Smith.
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HOW WE DID IT

A Methodist church in Parma,
Ohio, recently used the telephone to

take a religious census of its com-
munity.
The telephone company installed

six extra phones for one month and
these were placed around one large
table, so that there would be a spirit
of sharing in the making of the calls
and monotony would be eliminated.
Volunteers for Monday through Fri-
day for two weeks in daily shifts were
signed up on a large chart at the
church entrance. The shifts were
10:00 to 11:30 a.m., 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.,
3:30 to 5: 00 p.m., and 7: 00 to 9: 00 p.m.
Missionary society chapters were re-
sponsible for the morning shift, and
the young people’s group took the
second afternoon period. The men
supplied callers for the evening.

A street address telephone direc-
tory was secured from the telephone
company and calls were made along
the streets nearest the church, grad-
ually extending out to a larger area.
Simple instructions were given to six
people who arrived for each shift and
a sheet with a list of calls to be made.

There were 163 volunteers who
made 7,245 calls during the two
weeks’ period and secured 526 pros-
pects. Cards giving information on
prospects were immediately turned
over to a visitation commission for a
visit to be made in the homes within
two weeks after the telephone survey.
Visits were made in 313 homes and
Sunday-school and church attendance
increased 20 per cent immediately
following the telephone survey.

We would be glad to receive a re-
port of any Church of the Nazarene
that has conducted a religious census
by telephone in this manner.

March, 1956

"I've Crossed the Dead Line"
By Oscar F. Reed

For years Dave lived under the
false impression that the Holy Spirit
had left his life and he was headed
irrevocably for hell.

He was a personal paradox. Wrong
moral decisions early in life scarred
his memory. Unresponsive in scores
of revival efforts, his heart was hard-
ened against evangelism, though there
was no one more faithful in atten-
dance and support. He was a fine
man with an excellent reputation and
worthy position, but without God.

We ate dinner together looking over
a beautiful New York valley, its pur-
ple hills dying in the twilight, and
the lights of the city already twinkling
below.

He expected me to talk about re-
ligion, so | avoided the subject and
guided our fellowship and conversa-
tion into areas of familiarity. It wasn't
long until the story of his youth and
his climb to success in business
lightened his interest.

As | dropped Dave at his home, |
took his hand and remarked, “Dave,
I want you to know that I'm praying
for you and expect to see you a stal-
wart Christian.”

The next Sunday night in a union
revival campaign, Dave wept and
prayed until God forgave him of his
sins and delivered him from his fears.
He was sanctified a few weeks later,
and faithfully works in the Church of
the Nazarene—a sinner redeemed
through God’s grace.

The Crusade pays big dividends!

Power of Faith

Abraham believed God and went out.
Noah believed God and went in.
Enoch believed God and went up.

(119) 23



Pre-EASTER Reading

FIVE SELECTIONS PROFITABLE FOR PREPARING
YOUR MIND AND MESSAGES THIS EASTER SEASON

The Secret of the Lord

By WILLIAM M. CLOW

A series of messages on the sayings and doings
of Jesus during the days preceding His suffering
and crucifixion. Highly recommended to all minis-
ters.
353 pages, cloth $2.95

-f-ft,

Benefits of His Passion

By C. H. DODD

Evangelical meditations on selected passages
from the writings of Paul. Special emphasis is given
to their meaning in our individual lives today.
62 pages, cloth $1.00

Sermons and Outlines on the Seven Words

Valuable to you as a pastor. Includes complete
and condensed sermons, outlines, suggested themes,
and texts, poetry, hymns, illustrations.

107 pages, cloth $1.75

With Peter to Calvary

By S. VAL GREEN

Good Friday talks presenting the last seven words
through the eyes of the Apostle Peter. Material that
will bring new interest and light to an oft-repeated
subject.
111 pages, cloth $1.25

The Seven Sayings

Of the Saviour on the Cross

By ARTHUR W. PINK

Dr. Pink's close walk to his Lord has given us
a startlingly clear understanding into the purpose,
meaning, sufferings, and sufficiency of our Saviour.
134 pages, cloth $2.00

Important to Your Easter Season
Preparation—Order TODAY

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Pasadena 7, California 2923 Troost Ave. Box 527 1592 Bioor St W
Washington at Bresee Kansas City 41, Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario
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APRIL— -ft Period of Evangelism4

LET THESE RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS
PROVIDE INSPIRATION AND SERMONIC HELP

’ Recommended by the Stewardship Committee in its Easter-to-Pentecost Emphasis.

Billy Graham: a Mission Accomplished

By GEORGE BURNHAM

Inspiring reading of God-sent revivals in our time.
Every page oi this book will increase your faith and
fervor for a revival in your community.
158 pages, cloth $2.00

The Glorious Revival Under King Hezekiah

By WILBUR M. SMITH

An important study on the background, need,
preparation, outpouring, and result of a great Old
Testament revival. Many lessons for our present
day.
54 pages, paper 50c

Revival Sermon Outlines

By AL BRYANT

Over a hundred choice outlines from messages
that have been tried and tested. Material may be
easily adapted to your own congregation.
94 pages, paper $1.00

Evangelistic lllustrations from the Bible

By FARIS D. WHITESELL

1,765 Bible-centered illustrations dealing with over
140 different topics. Alphabetically arranged for
time-saving reference.
121 pages, cloth $1.75

Brands from the Burning

By MILLARD A. JENKENS

Personal experience in soul-winning technigue
and zeal from a long and fruitful ministry. Rich in
illustrative material, a challenge to "everyday" soul
winning.
114 pages, cloth $1.50

Prepare NOW to Lead Your Church

In This Important Emphasis

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Washington at Bresee 2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527 1592 Bloor St., W.
Pasadena 7, California Kansas City 41, Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario
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QUEEN

THE PARSONAGE”

The Need to Be Spiritual

By Mrs. J. W. McClung*

I was just a girl, | thought
that if I married a preacher |
would not have to worry about my
spiritual life any more; for | would
be in services all of the time, and my
husband would keep me up-to-date
on my religion. However, | find that
it is more of a personal matter, and
that a preacher’'s wife must work to
keep spiritual. The spiritual life of
the preacher’s wife is important, for
she shares almost equally with her
husband the responsibilities, prob-
lems, and criticisms of the ministry.

First of all, she should be spiritual
in order to encourage her husband.
Just as Moses needed someone to hold
up his hands during the battle, so the
preacher needs encouragement,
prayer, and Christian counsel to help
him on. Who can give this better than
the preacher’s wife?

She should also be spiritual to set
the example for the people. When a
preacher’s wife is greatly admired by
a congregation, many of the women
will copy her “hairdo” and style of
clothes. This also applies to the spirit-
ual realm. |If the preacher’'s wife is
spiritual and has a burden for souls,
it will influence many of the people
to want to live closer to God. If the
people get stirred, there will likely
be a revival.

The preacher’s wife also has a great
opportunity to help those in need.

hen

*Pastor's wife, ElI Dorado, Arkansas.
Portion of paper read at Pastors’ Wives' Retreat.
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Every day she hears other people’s
troubles. If she has nothing to offer
them but human sympathy, she helps
no more than a sinner could; but if
she is prayed up herself, she can take
these cases to God in prayer, and He
can solve them much better than any-
one else. As preachers’ wives, we
need to be spiritually strong in order
to help the troubled souls and streng-
then the weak.

We also need to give attention to
our spiritual life for our own souls’
sake. Paul commands us to be strong
in the Lord, and in the power of His
might; and to put on the whole armor
of God, that we may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. The
devil does not come to us with horns
and a pitchfork; but he often comes to
us as an angel of light. We must learn
to discern who he is and whence the
spirits are that would influence us.

But how can we test our own spirit-
ual condition? There must be some
measure by which we can determine.
There are certainly some which we
cannot use. Let us look at a few
of these.

First of all, some would say that we
can judge out spirituality by our good
works. Surely we ought to be good
workers in the Lord’s kingdom. We
will do good works if we are what
we ought to be, but that alone is not
a standard by which to judge. Paul
says, “Though | bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though | give
my body to be burned, and have not
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charity, it profiteth me nothing.” In
Matt. 7:22-23 Jesus cautioned us that
good works alone are not enough.

Others might say that we could
judge our spirituality by our zeal.
The Bible encourages us to be zealous
of good works. If we are “all out” for
the Lord we will have zeal for His
kingdom. But that alone is not a
standard for our spirituality. Con-
sider some of the false cults which
demand extreme sacrifice of their
people. They have zeal, but zeal for
a false doctrine. The Communists are
another example.

Some would like to judge our spirit-
uality by our dress. Certainly we
ought to be careful of the way we
dress, but that alone is no indication
of our heart condition. We might be
all right on the outside and appear
well to the people, yet have a need

in our hearts. According to the com-
mands given in the Bible, | believe
that we are to dress modestly, in
Christian simplicity, and in such a
way that we will not call attention to
ourselves. But in it all, let us show
a spirit of love which will reveal our
true heart condition.

There are some who judge their
own spirituality by feeling. When
feeling is absent, they are afraid that
they are not spiritual any more, and
so are discouraged. But when feeling
is gone, faith must take hold; and
faith as a grain of mustard seed can
remove mountains. Surely we can
be spiritual and live close to God, even
during those periods when we have
no feeling.

Let us be sure that our spirituality
is genuine and that which will stand
the test of God’'s Word.

My Prayer for You

Our Father, we come to Thee with thanksgiving and praise for
all Thy wonderful gifts to us. We thank Thee for the gift of Thy Son,
Jesus Christ, for the transformation in our hearts and lives since we ac-
cepted Him as Saviour and Lord. We yield ourselves to Thee in
complete consecration, that Thy will may be done in us. We thank
Thee for the indwelling Holy Spirit, to comfort, to cheer, to meet our

every human need.

There are so many areas or facets in our lives—we are bewildered
at times to know what course to take. Guide us. Holy Spirit, we pray.
May we realize in dealing with our children in the home and our
people in the church, that encouragement and not destructive criticism

solves the greatest number of problems.

We know that when one's

ego is deflated too much, he is much like a flat tire on an automobile.
Help us as wives, mother, and workers in the church, to know how
to give constructive criticism without deflating the lives around us

too much.

"Grant me, dear Lord, the serenity to accept the things | cannot
change—courage to change the things | can, and wisdom to know

the difference."

This we ask in Christ, our Redeemer's name. Amen.
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Mrs. R. T. Williams, Sr.

Bethany, Oklahoma
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ONE MANS METHOD

Steps to a Surging Sunday School

By H. F.

Scripture: Josh. 6:1-5

“Now Jericho was straitly
shut up because of the children of
Israel: none went out, and none came
in” (Josh. 6:1).

Text:

Introduction:

The scripture text details a military
operation carefully planned and skill-
fully carried out. The word strategy
means “the science of planning and
directing.”

The work of the Sunday school is
somewhat like an army in combat—
just like the ancient Israelites under
Joshua. To succeed they followed
some elementary but fundamental
plans.

The text is a sad picture for the
then prosperous city of Jericho—none
went out and none came in. It had
reached a state or condition of stagna-
tion. Death was stalking in its streets.

This is a word picture of many
Sunday schools. They are paralyzed
because of no plans for certain con-
quest. Said a Sunday-school super-
intendent to a Nazarene pastor just
on the job, “We want to do, but do
not know what to do.” Someone has
to give the strategy, the plans, to
put the church at work.

Using Jericho as a figure of speech
comparable to the church of today,
we would say that there was not much
activity or personal visitation evan-
gelism going on within. “None went

"Pastor, Denison, Texas.
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Crews*

out, and none came in.” They seemed
to be satisfied with the same number
—or just to hold their own.

IlTtustration:

A Nazarene Sunday school with
fifteen or twenty in attendance most
of the time had for a superintendent
a man who directed the school from
the front seat. He was a member of
the sitters’ family . . . probably had
been in that position for years, yet he
couldn’t understand why the church
didn’'t grow.

Another superintendent used to tell
his school each Sunday morning that
he just wanted the school to hold its
own, not to grow.

These are schools with no life, little
activity, and no spirit of enthusiasm.

Billy Sunday, the evangelist of the
last generation, used to say to the
thousands that thronged to hear him:
“Enthusiasm is as good a thing in
religion as fire is in a cookstove.”

Jericho was not very enthusiasticv
for “none went out, and none came
in.”

I. The Prime Need for the Church

Today Is Vision.

A. What is vision?

“It is a mental picture of a com-
plete task in the future toward which
to strive or endeavor to reach.” Dr.
R. T. Williams defined it as:

“Seeing what needs to be done,
seeing what can be done, and seeing
a way to do it.” No vision is complete
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unless it sees a way to obtain its ob-
jective.

B. A vision is very essential in the

work of the Lord.

Dr. James B. Chapman told of a
minister and a boy. The preacher
was leaving his hotel whistling, but

without spirit. The boy asked: “Is
that the best you can do?” “No,”
~said the minister. “Well,” retorted

the boy, “let’s hear you do better.”
Again the boy countered with a ques-
tion: “If you can do that good, why
didn’t you do it in the first place?”

I believe all of us can do better if
we try. We can build bigger and
better Sunday schools.

A Sunday-school superintendent
said when he was elected to the office
he had a vision for 500 in attendance.
They now have that 500. He believes
they will reach 1,000. This is what we
mean by vision. It is foresight linked
to hard work in bringing that vision
to pass.

Il. How Can One Catch a Genuine
Sunday-School Vision?

A. Negatively:

1. It is not caught accidentally—
we don’'t go to bed one night and
wake up the next morning with a real
vision.

2. Not by feasting, wishing, or hop-
ing. One of the church’s greatest
problems is that of people dreaming
who will not wake up. The way to
make dreams come true is to wake up.

B. Positively:

1 By prayer, waiting before God.

Joshua was praying when the Lord
gave him his vision; “And the Lord
said unto Joshua, See.”

a. Men in the Bible who did great

things for God had a vision . ..
of them got it while praying. Like-
wise in this age. Dr. Bresee was a
man of prayer and look what God

most

March, 1956

wrought through him, the Church of
the Nazarene.

b. It is amazing how much we look
and how little we see. The priest and
the Levite did not see what the
Samaritan did. Quotation: “We have
too many peepers and not enough
seers.”

¢. So we must tarry before God and
get a vision. Isaiah offered: “Here
am I, Lord; send me.” Most of us are
like the little boy who said, “Here am
I, Lord; send my sister.”

2. By working. We see the needs of

people as we get out among people.
A good way to get a greater vision is
to begin to work.

C. We must inform ourselves.

1. Our lack of information as to
better methods and plans causes fail-
ure.

2. Source materials are abundant
and inexpensive, too.

a. Sunday-school publications,
books, etc.

b. Conventions,
ings.

rallies, staff meet-

IIl. What a Vision Will Do for Us.

A. No progress is made without it.
Our observation is that where pastors
are not Sunday-school minded their
churches do not grow.

B. A vision will open eyes to many
opportunities never seen before. Many
have been working in the department
for years and have never caught the
vision of its great importance. We are
asleep on the job.

C. Without a vision we glide along
—some people can’'t even ride de-
cently; they drag their feet.

D. A vision will inspire us to plan
and work. Joshua called his people
together; he gave them the plan; they
did the job well.

IV. The Responsibility for a Sun-
day-School Vision
A. It rests on the leaders.

will work if they have something to
work toward.
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A pastor went to a little church of
the Nazarene . . . found a group of
discouraged people . church had
been organized almost ten years . . .
population of the town was 6,000. The
church free of debt . .. ten in Sunday
school when the new pastor went
there. Something was wrong. He be-
gan to make calls; the people fol-
lowed. Soon the church moved
forward. They needed a leader. No
plans will work themselves; some are
too lazy to work what plan they have.

B. There
work. Joshua told his people to march
around the city once each day for six
days, then seven times on the seventh
day. This was labor on their part.

1.  We can go out once a week orall-round expansion.

more for Sunday-school calling.

is no substitute for hard

2. Joshua and people were both
willing and organized.

V. The Result of a Sunday-School

Vision Is Victory.

A. The day of victory came for
Joshua and company; it will come
for wus.

B. We will not have empty pews.

C. We will have fruitful altars, not
barren.

D. There will be money for the
needs of expansion.

Conclusion:

Where there is a building Sunday
school, there is a building church.
The Sunday school leads the way to
Let us rise to
the task!

The Pastor's Class

By Nelson Mink*

making house-to-house

calls in a nearby town, where we
later organized a new church. This
area is predominantly populated by
the people of an old denomination
that is known for its solidarity among
its members. Four out of five homes
| had called on were all from this
same church. One of the ladies of
a home mentioned above made me
think. As she answered the door, |
told her 1 was a minister of the
Church of the Nazarene, making a
religious survey of the community,
and . .. But when it came her time
to respond, she raised her head high,
closed her eyes, and then dropped her
eyes down to my level and said, “Oh,
I'm a ---—--—--—- , and she told me the

W /e were

*Pastor< Oxford, Pennsylvania.
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name of her denomination. Seeing
she was so sold on her church, | asked
her if her training as a child in cate-
chetical classes had not solidified her
in her faith. She replied, “I believe it
did.”

We cannot imitate everything done,
by older church groups, but we have
been slow to cash in on some of the
things that have helped make them
what they are. Because some
churches have had “Membership
Classes,” preparing young children
for membership, probably taking
them in without a radical or definite
experience, we have been tempted
to shy away from the program alto-
gether, and we are losing something
very important by it

I am conducting “pastor’s classes”
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each year now in my ministry, and |
am enjoying the exercise and believe
that these youngsters are getting a
foundation for their faith that will
abide with them in all the days to

come.
Older people in my church that
have listened in on the courses, or

were present at the “graduation” ex-
ercises, have said that they wished
~hey could have had training like that
in their younger days.

We can sell our children on our doc-
trine and our church just as well as
the Catholics and some Protestant
denominations have on theirs. | be-
lieve the idea of a pastor’s class comes
the closest to anything we have as yet.

I recently graduated two classes.
One class was with the Junior boys
and girls, ten, eleven, and twelve year
olds. We met an hour before prayer
meeting on Wednesdays. Parents
seemed glad to get them there. We
studied James H. Jackson'’s little text,
| Believe, published from our own
Beacon Hill Press. | used the com-
panion volume for this work, the
Teacher's Guide, by Hannah Groseth
Arechuk, also from our Publishing
House.

We took about ten weeks to go
through this book; with it I worked
in some Bible drilling, “Sword Prac-
tice.” Then we had a public service,
at which time they demonstrated to

parents what they had learned.
| also presented to them certificates.

The other class conducted recently
was with the teen-agers in the meet-
ing time for teen-agers on Sundays,
7:00-7:45 p.m. The supervisor gave
me this time for eight weeks. We
studied Dr. D. Shelby Corlett’'s book-
let, ABC's of Holiness. This little
book is excellent for foundational
work for a good, workable knowledge
of holiness.

I am also using regular catechetical
books from the Abingdon Press. They
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have three grades, as follows: A Cate-
chism for Small Children, The Junior
Catechism, and The Standard Cate-
chism. These three small texts can
take care of children of all the ages:
6-9, 10-12, and 13-16.

Some pastors have the groups to
come to their study or to their homes
after school hours. Parents are easily
sold on the idea of getting them there,
and it is not difficult to arrange a
time and place.

| asked a young teen-age boy in
my class recently to explain the two
ways in which we are to understand
sin. (We were studying Dr. Corlett’s
book, ABC’s of Holiness.) And he
replied, “Inner and outer sin.” I'm
not sure the experts would accept this
explanation, but it made it easy for
us to grasp the ideas.

I find that older members of our
church, who have the experience of
holiness, and who are fully sold on
the doctrine, find it almost impossible
to explain the doctrine to somebody
else. Why is there such a dearth of
knowledge about our wonderful ex-
perience? It is because we have not
had any technical study or training
along this line.

Children are quick to catch on.
They seem eager to learn. They seem
glad to have a “pastor’s class.” It is
something different. It is different
from what we get in Sunday school
or Bible school or anywhere else.
And the pastor seems to be the key
man to give out this storehouse of
information.

Open the door for the children;
See, they are coming in throngs.

Bid them sit down to the banquet;
Teach them your beautiful songs.

Pray you the Father to bless them.
Pray ye that grace may be given.

Open the door for the children;
Such is the kingdom of Heaven.
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How | Prepare My Sermons

Values in Planning in Advance

By Fletcher Galloway*

'T 'ree-ripened fruit IS tastier than
w= that which is “force-ripened” by
artificial methods. This principle ap-
plies in my sermon preparation. |
have found that | can do much better
work when | do not work too close
to the deadline. My ministry has been
entirely in the pastorate in the Church
of the Nazarene—thirty-four years
without an intermission—twenty
years of this in one church. 1 still
have all the sermon outlines | have
ever prepared, dating back to 1921—a
whole filing case full of them. How-
ever, | have rarely ever used the same
outline twice. | have held at least six
full-length revival campaigns in the
churches of which | was pastor, and
have given many other shorter
preaching series like Holy Week mes-
sages, etc. So | have had the responsi-
bility of preparing quite a few
sermons. | can recall only a very few
times when 1 felt unsure of the mes-
sage for a particular occasion, or the
preacher-Killing panic of being unpre-
pared. | think the key has been long-
range planning. | have always kept
myself open to the leading of the
Spirit and have prayed constantly that
He would guide me in every sermon.
However, several times each year |
would take time to plan at least the
broad outlines of my preaching pro-
gram, many months ahead. The pre-
Christmas, the pre-Easter, and the
pre-Pentecost seasons present won-
derful opportunities for emphasizing
certain lines of truth. Then, of course,

*Pastor, First Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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a Nazarene preacher would be remiss
who did not give one or two series
of sermons on holiness each year. The
holidays present wonderful opportu-
nities and challenging subjects. Ex-
pository preaching has been my
special love, and when a preacher gets
into this field it is almost impossible
to avoid sermon series, even if one
should want to.

My general preaching method has
been to give sermons in series. Some-
times | have the entire series fairly
well planned in advance. This gives
the added advantage of preadvertis-
ing. At other times | have preached
a sermon and, as it unfolded, | felt
led to develop more fully the different
points which it implied. There have
been times when | have had a sermon
series running concurrently in the
morning and evening services. One
such series | remember was based
upon the Minor Prophets. | was read-
ing my Bible through and the thought
impressed me of my own lack of famil-
iarity with much of what | was read-
ing. | felt this same fact might be true
of my congregation, so | ran a series
for twelve Sundays with the text for
the morning sermon and the evening
sermon taken from the same book.
These were textual sermons, although
I use the expository method more
frequently. There was a great wealth
of illustrative material for these ser-
mons in the historical setting and in
the facts relating to the authors.

All of this is given to explain what
to me is the strongest factor in my
sermon preparation. My sermons,
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whether peaches or lemons, grow.
Changing the figure slightly, I find my
sermons developing constantly be-
cause there are some limbs on which
the thoughts which come to me can
be attached. It seems to me that | am
developing sermons all the time | am
awake, and my subconscious mind
must keep at it while | sleep, because
many times | have awakened at night
and received some of my most effec-
tive preaching material—a few times
I have developed pn entire sermon
outline while | lay there in the dark-
ness. Other times | have arisen and
spent the remainder of the night writ-
ing. When | have a number of ser-
mons in process, | find that everything
| read, or hear, or see, or experience
has a way of attaching itself to one of
the messages.

Church problems have to be dealt
with. Many of these need correcting
by a positive rather than a negative
approach. Incidentally | have tried
both. | drew one lady's picture so
accurately that she came to me at the
close of the service and to my em-
barrassment said, “Did you mean
me?” Needless to say, | have learned
better. Good illustrations are not easy
to obtain just when you need them.
However, if you are working on sev-
eral different lines of thought it is
surprising how many illustrations a
person will pick up along the way.
Last November | was sitting at the
*pase of a big pine in the woods of
northern Michigan with a rifle across
my knees waiting for a buck to put
in his appearance. | was thinking
about the New Year's sermon |
planned to preach, which would be a
challenge to the church as it crossed
the threshold of a glorious new op-
portunity. | was thinking about the
tremendous importance of being able
to work together, and all at once |
found my illustration from the shell
in my gun. On Sunday morning more
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than a month later | said to the peo-
ple: “Suppose | had here the powder
that would normally go into making a
30-30 bullet. I could pour it out on
the pulpit and strike a match to it
You would see a flash and hear aj
‘Wheesh!" and that would be all. Each
little grain of powder would go its
own way, like the little nursery
rhyme, ‘One flew east and one flew
west and one flew over the cuckoo’s
nest.” But suppose all those little
grains of powder decide to co-operate.
All of them put their total influence
back of a united project. Then see
what happens! A lead missile can be
driven through the heart of a big buck
several hundred yards away.”

My sermon preparation in its more
definite form is something like this:
The sermon subjects have been given
to the press on Wednesday noon. The
texts are decided on and much of the
material has been accumulating. The
first thing | always do when | go to
my study is to get down on my knees
and ask God to help me to think His
thoughts and speak for Him to the
people. | tell Him in earnest prayer
that | am keeping my mind open for
any last-minute orders. Following
this I do more reading in preparation

for the immediate subject of em-
phasis. | start with the Bible. What
does God say about this? | refer to

different versions if | think this might
help to clarify any of the thoughts.
I frequently use a Bible dictionary to
refresh my mind in relation to places
and people. | read what the various
Bible commentators have said about
the scriptures which 1 am using.
Often | go next to the Biblical Illus-
trator and read many of the sermon
outlines which are given based upon
the text | am planning to use. It is
not often that | get many new
thoughts from this, but it seems to
give me a greater feeling of confidence
as | develop my own thoughts. The
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actual sermon preparation now be-
gins. | read the notes which | have
been jotting down for many days or
weeks. | begin making up an outline.
Then | take a full sheet of paper for
each point and develop it quite fully.
| may use twenty or thirty sheets of
paper in this rough draft of my ma-
terial. | cut this down more and more
until finally | have, as a rule, three
points together with one or two illus-
trations.

Now begins the typewritten out-
line. | very carefully select the exact
words of the text and the scripture
lesson to be used. Then | write out
the first sentence of my introduction.
This usually requires several “tries.”
There is no part of my sermon which
| prepare morecareFully than the first
sentence! TTiave found that if that
first sentence really challenges the
thinking of the people | have little
trouble holding them from then on.
If I am unsure of myself in the first

few sentences, | find it hard to get
my audience with me. 1 think an
audience likes to feel that the

preacher has a definite purpose in
his message, that he knows where he
is going, and that he proposes to ac-
complish something by it. The people
quickly recognize any hesitation or
faltering. Newspaper men have a
slogan, “Say it all in the first sen-
tence.” That does not express the
full purpose of a sermon introduc-
tion, but the opening words need to
be sharp and clear and purposeful.

There are many things that can
happen that affect the time element in
relation to a service. Because of that
fact |_try to keep in mind the one
central truth which | want to get
across in every_sermon. If | find it
wise to cut down my message, even
after |1 get op my feet, | keep the heart
of my message uppermost and do not
sacrifice it
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Next to the introduction, | give
most careful preparation to my con-'
elusion. Sometimes | close with an
illustration, sometimes | repeat the
text, sometimes | quote a related
passage of scripture, and sometimes I
give a challenging sentence or ques-
tion. If I know just where I am com-
ing out, | find it much easier to get
results, either at the altar or in ac-
complishing other purposes. Dr. A.
M. Hills, who was my homiletics pro-’
fessor in college, used to quote a little
rhyme that went something like this:
“The butterfly is soon forgot, for he
flits about on careless wing. But the
hornet is remembered and ignore we
cannot, for his final point has a
sting.”

There is a sense of satisfaction when
the outlines are complete and typed
and in readiness. However this does
not end my sermon preparation. After
I go to bed on Saturday night and
before | drop off to sleep, I go over
my message in my mind and then
spend my last conscious moments lift-
ing my heart to God in prayer. My
first waking moments on Sunday
morning again are taken up with go-
ing over my message preparation. |
formed the habit years ago of taking
my outline book into the pulpit with
me. It gives me confidence to have it
there for reference in case of need.
However, | do not use it very much.
I am sure that | could get along with-
out it.

Sunday night | try to think of ways
that | might have improved my mes-
sages of the day. If | see where |
could have improved the approach |
made, | register this in my thinking
for future reference. | very often
write out the high point of my mes-
sage on Monday, to be used on the
radio or for publication.
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SERMON WORKSHOP

Contributed by

If I Wanted to— | Would
If 1 wanted to elevate and purify the

spiritual atmosphere of my church, |
would attend the Wednesday night
meeting.

If 1 wanted to let people know that I
was vitally concerned about religion, 1
would attend the Wednesday night meet-
ing.

If 1 wanted to emphasize the value of
prayer in the eyes of the world, I would
attend the Wednesday night prayer
meeting.

(Selected)

Sentence Sermons

“It is our duty to avoid, as well as to
resist, temptation.”

“The gift of God is unspeakable, but
it is knowable.”

“Wise men are instructed by reason;
men of less understanding by experi-
ence.”

“The unspeakable gift calls for spoken
gratitude.”

“Joy is the flag which flies from the
castle of the heart when the King is in
residence there.”

(Selected)

W hat to DO in Church

You are in the house of God—rever-
ence it!

You are here to worship—do it!

God is here to bless—let Him!

There’s a message for you—hear it!

Someone is sitting near you—pray for
him!

Someone wants to talk to you—hear
only God!

(Anon.)

*Pastor, Oxford, Pennsylvania.

March, 1956

Nelson G. Mink*

Shall | Make My Child Go to Sunday
School and Church?

J. Edgar Hoover says: “Yes, we make
him go to school, take a bath, and many
other things. Why be timid about spirit-
ual things?”

I Must Have:

A whole Christ for my salvation,

A whole Bible for my staff,

A whole Church for my fellowship,

A whole World for my parish.
(Source unknown)

A Medley of Bones:

The bones of the body are two hun-
dred or more;
But for sorting out people we need
only four.
Wishbone People
They hope for, they long for, they wish
for and sigh.
They want things to come, but aren’t
willing to try.
Funnybone People
They laugh, grin, and giggle,
twinkle the eye.
If work is a joke, sure they'll give it
a try.
Jawbone People
They scold, jaw, and sputter.
froth, rave, and cry.
They're long on the talk, but short on
the try.
Backbone People
They strike from the shoidder.
never say die.
They're winners in life, for they know
how to try.

and

They

They

(Anon.)
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What Is Evangelism?

It is the sob of God.

The anguished cry of Jesus over a
doomed city.

The cry of John Knox, “Give me Scot-
land or | die.”

The sob of parents in the night over
a lost child.

(Selected)

The Real

N eed

In the hospital, a woman who was very
ill received the sacrament from the min-
ister. Afterwards, turning to the woman
in the next bed, she said: “l hoped it
would do me more good,” The other re-
plied, “What you need is not ‘it but
Him.”

—Free Methodist

Sermon Subjects for March
From the Editor

Testimonies Around the Cross

Subjects

1. The Stumbling A postle

2. The Apostate Betrayer

3. The Appeasing Governor
4. The Riled Mob

5. The Decadent Nation

6. Pilate's Superscription

7. The Man of Cyrene

8. The W agging Warfarers
9. The Mocking Rulers

10. The Penitent Thief

11. The W ondering Bystanders
12. The Faithful Women

13. The Loyal Disciple

14. The Convinced Centurion

15. The Man of God

36 (132)

Scriptures

1. Mark 14:71, | know not this man of
whom ye speak.

2. Matt. 27:3-4, | have sinned in that |
have betrayed the innocent
blood.

3. Matt. 27:24, | am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye
to it.

4. Matt. 27:22, Let him be crucified.

5. Matt. 27:25, His blood be on us, and
on our children.

6. John 19:19, Jesus of Nazareth the
King of the Jews.

7. Matt. 27:32, They compelled him to
bear his cross.

8. Mark 15:29-30, Save thyself,
come doivn from the cross.

9. Mark 15:31-32, He saved others;
himself he cannot save.

10. Luke 23:42, Lord, remember mey
when thou eomest into thy king-
dom.

11. Mark 15:35-36, Let alone; let us see

and

12. John 19:25, Noiv there stood by the
cross of Jesus . . .

13. John 19:26-27, . . . Jesits . .

. Behold thy mother.

14. Mark 15:39, Tndy this man ivas the
Son of God.

15. Luke 24:51-52, This man
the body of Jesus.

. saith

. . . begged
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PREACHING PROGRAM For Marcl;

March 4, 1956
Morning Subject: PRAYER PETITIONS

Scripture: Col. 1:9-13, 18-19
Introduction: Christ has ordained all Christians to be priests unto

God. In these verses we have the burden of Paul's prayer for
the Colossians.
“That Ye Might Be Filled with the Knowledge of His Will
in AIl Wisdom and Spiritual Understanding”
This wisdom can be achieved:
A. By taking God’s will into our considerations.
B. By seeking God’s will in our associations.
C. By accepting God’s will in our negotiations.
“That Ye Might Walk Worthy of the Lord”
This walk can be demonstrated:
A. By production in outer fruitfulness.
B. By extension in greater knowledge.
C. By strengthening in inner might.
That Ye Might Give Thanks unto G od.
A. For our glorious inheritance.
B. For our mighty deliverance.
C. For Christ's grace in abundance.
E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: IGNORANCE OF AN IMPORTANT ISSUE

Text: Acts 16:30
Introduction: Give something of the historical significance of Philippi.
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A. Named after Philip of Macedon.

B. Center of ancient learning and culture.

C. Yet in such a center people were ignorant of vital salvation.—

People of the twentieth century asking: -

The Question— “What Must | DO to Be Saved?”

A. Salvation is a deliverance from an inward frustration. Unre-
generate man lives amidst frustrating pursuits.

B. Salvation is a deliverance from sin’s guilt. Not simply a release
from guilty feelings—but sins have been forgiven.

C. Salvation is a conscious awareness of rightness with God. The
object of salvation is not happiness—but rightness.

D. Salvation is a transformation in the inward life. It has a
corresponding transformation in the outward life.

The Answer— “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Belief signifies “hand” or shaking hands in agreement. Placing

self in the hands of another. This involves:

A. Renouncing of all past alliances.

B. Restoration of all past misappropriations.

C. Reception of Christ’'s forgiveness.

D. Response to all Christ’s demands.

E. S. Phillips

=, Lourt mam
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March 11, 1956
Morning Subject: The GREAT COMMISSION
Scripture: Matt. 28:18-20
Introduction:
A. At the Cross, the disciples became victims of abandoned hopes.
B. After the tomb they became vicegerents of a new commission.
C. To successfully fulfill the commission, Christ gave them:
I. The Assurance of an Accompanying Presence—
“1 will be with you always.”
A. Without Him, seeming success will eventuate in final failure.
B. With Him, disheartening defeat can eventuate in vaulting vic-
tory.
Il. The Security of a Settled Philosophy—
“Teach what | have commanded.”
A. Christ is the ultimate Authority.
B. His Word is the ultimate in power. Its precepts provide an
active philosophy.
IIl. The Acceleration of an A ggressive Program—
“Go to all nations”
A. Program is necessary to success.
B. We are related to Christ’'s program for His Church.
1. Related to program of the Church universally.
2. Related to program of the church denominationally.
3. Related to program of the church locally.
E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: AID FOR THE TEMPTED
Text: Heb. 2:18
Introduction:

A. The world has drastically changed in 2,000 years—emotionally,
geographically, commercially.

B. Basically mankind has remained the same. Man’s heart re-
mains the battlefield of great moral issues.

C. Jesus, the Representative, was tempted as we are. Notice
some factors in His temptation:

I. The Place of Temptation
A. In the wilderness.
B. Greatest temptations fought when alone.
Moses, Elijah, David, Samson.
Il. The Period of Temptation
A. Immediately after baptism.
B. Spiritual advancement always encounters Satan’s assailment.
IIl. The Purpose of Temptation

A. His temptation was involved in His redemptive plan.

B. He was tempted that He might aid us in our temptation. Only
three areas where we can be tempted—physical, mental,
spiritual.

IV. The Provisions of Temptation

A. Victory through His achievement.

B. Moral courage through inner strengthening.

E. S. Phillips
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March 18, 1956
Morning Subject: FULLNESS IN CHRIST

Scripture: Col. 2:9-10

Introduction:

A. Paul dealt with principles, not peripheral issues.
B. Here he deals with the heart of theology—the person of Christ.
C. It was a needful message, because the Colossians were having
a theological struggle with Jewish traditions and Oriental
philosophies.
D. In refutation of heresies Paul sets forth Christ in His fullness.
His Fulness Is Evidenced by His Divinity.
A. Christ was not an emanation from God. He is God.
B. Christ was not a product of time. He was before time.
His Fulness Is Evidenced by His Humanity.
A. Mythology always had a man changed into the form of god.
B. In Christ we have a God in the form of man.
His Fulness Is Evidenced by Our Liberty.
A. Apart from Christ all men are in captivity.
B. Apart from Christ all men must pay sin’s penalty.
His Fulness Is Evidenced by His Ability.
A. Ability to supply all man’s needs— here.
Three basic needs—Ilight, water, bread— Christ typifies all.
B. Ability to present us faultless—there.
E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: CHRIST BEFORE PILATE

Text: John 19:22

Introduction:
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A. There is a famous painting in Wanamaker’s store in Philadel-
phia. It is entitled “Christ Before Pilate.” It depicts the scene
in Pilate’s judgment hall.

B. Pilate’s life should teach some important lessons.

Important Decisions Are the Product of Many Factors.

A. Environment, heredity, training.

B. We act according to the character we have formed.

C. Life is not series of disconnected actions, but life is a whole.
1. Past influences present—present influences future.

2. What we will be we are fast becoming.

D. Pilate acted according to character he had formed.

Every Decision Must Have Two Alternatives.

A. Pilate had two alternatives.

1. He had power to release Christ. We also have this power.

2. He had power to crucify Christ. We also have this power.
B. Every choice has its consequence.

1. Tradition states that Pilate lost position, died a suicide.

D anger of Decision Becoming Final.

A. Pilate said, “What | have written | have written.” Writing
indicates a man’s character.

B. Pilate was begged to change his writing, but refused. People
today hear same exhortation, some repent, others reject.

E. S. Phillips
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March 25, 1956
Morning Subject: A PAEAN OF PRAISE
Text: Rev. 1:5-6
Introduction:
A. John on Patmos gets a vision of Christ.
B. Instructed to write to churches.
C. Begins to set forth Christ in His completeness.
D. Begins to get blessed and bursts forth in this paean of praise
and sets forth what Christ does for a soul.
He Loved Us— “Unto Him That Loved Us.”
A. Love begins with God.
B. But no limits can be set to the extent of God’s love.
1. It is all measureless—height, length, depth, breadth.
2. It is all-inclusive; all may share it.
3. It is nondependent upon race, occupation, or position.
1. He Loosed US—“From Our Sins.”
A. John was in a condition of physical serfdom. But within his
heart he was free.
B. The tenor of Christ's message is freedom. No sin, habit, or
fetters by which we must be bound.
I1l. He Lifted US—“And Hath M ade UsS.”
A. Kings unto God. Kingship implies wealth, power, and
authority.
B. Priests unto God. Priesthood implies sacrifice, intercession.
E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: FAITH HEALING
Scripture: John 3:14
Introduction: Today begins the great week of the Christian Church
known as Passion Week. In memory we relive again the chapters
of “The Greatest Story Ever Told”—the story of the life, works,
death, and resurrection of the Son of God.
I. The Purpose of His L ife
A. To save His people from their sins.
B. His announced purpose implies a needy humanity.
1. Today we are living in a “sick” world.
2. Sick economically, politically, morally, and spiritually.
Il. The Provision of His Grace
A. He diagnoses the world’'s malady as sin. The moralist, re-
ligionist, philosopher, and psychiatrist also diagnoses.
B. He provides the healing remedy. Christianity is first of all a
religion of redemption.
Ill. The Prodigality of His O ffer
A. As the antitype of the brazen serpent, He heals all who look.
B. Like bitten Israelites, there are four attitudes we can take
toward our sin.
1. It is not serious.
2. God is unjust to permit it.
3. We are beyond remedy.
4. We can look and live.
E. S. Phillips

40 (136) The Preacher's Magazine



AGAINST THE SKY

Text: John 19:17-18
Introduction: When pastoring in San Francisco, 1 visited a young

-March; .1956

man who had sinned against grace and goodness. | talked and
prayed as best as | could. The psychiatric ward of the County
Hospital was a far cry from the warm Christian home in which
he was reared. As | walked down the long, glass-enclosed cor-
ridor, | glanced to the west, where the startling brightness of the
sky belied the late afternoon. The massive, cold cross on Mt.
Davidson was stark and naked against an incredibly clear sky.
| thought of the cross the young man had brought to his parents—
and of the three crosses when Christ died.
The Cross of Our Own Making
Someone said, “If only | had two lives—one for practice, and one
for keeps!” But this one is for keeps.
A. We make it by despising warnings.

1. Especially youth. We like to think that those who warn

are narrow and bigoted.

B. We make it by insistence of a “phnny” freedom.

1. True freedom releases from slavish habit.

2. True freedom releases from guilt.
C. We make it by putting the accent on'what is useful—not what

1. The question most ask is, “Is it advantageous to me?”

2. Even in religious matters it has been well said, “Utilitarians
become futilitarians.”

The nails of unused light.

The thorns of missed opportunity.

The jeering of an outraged conscience.
The Cross We Make for Others
A. You are your brother’s keeper.

1. The men who betrayed America’s atomic secrets will add
row upon row of small white crosses in our national ceme-
teries.

B. The cross placed on children. -

1. Your sins affect them.

2. Your indifference to spiritual matters.

3. Your example of where your real love lies.

4. The merchants in souls, liquor, gambling, dope.

C. Remember you are not vour own. You either help 6r hinder.
The nails of neglect.
The thorns of selfishness.
(0] The jeering of, “I don’t care, it's my life.”
The Cross for Christ (Heb 66)
A. Every falling awav crucifies Him.

1. In spirit, in coldness, lack of enthusiasm and burden for

lost mankind.



2. Once interested, now take it or leave it
3. Once loyal, now let someone else carry the burden.
B. Puts Him to an open shame.
1. He has His enemies tonight. Will you join them?
2. The world has forgotten His Word, His day; His deeds,
His spirit. “Will ye also go away?”
C. Remember that when you bear your cross proudly you lift
up Christ so that all men may see Him in His glory and power.
The nails of broken promises
The thorns of preoccupation
The jeering of spiritual cowardice.
Wilson R. Lanpher, Pastor.
Hutchinson, Kansas

THE STEWARDSHIP OF RIGHT DIRECTIONS

Scripture: ACts 9:1-6
Introduction: Story of the conversion of Saul from a persecutor to

a lover of Christ. Saul does an “about-face.” We are naturally
wicked, and need to turn around.
Follow God: Not Knowing Where He L eads.
A. Unknown paths
B. Uncharted courses

lt1us. Abraham, Isaac; God intervenes
A Christlike Determination to Follow That Faith.
A. Good and bad seasons
B. When weak and strong
C. As will of God directs

Ittus. Children of Israel—cloud by day, pillar of fire by night
Courage to Abandon W rong Paths.
A. “l was wrong,” hardest words
B. Not always right

111us. Jonah, Nineveh, Tarshish.
Lay Aside Every Hindering Thing
A. Circumstances
B. Devil is great hinderer
C. Legitimate things; yet hindering

It1us. Gideon, “yet too many”
G et Active in Right Way.
A. Lost in a cause.

Edison—the incandescent lamp

Columbus—sail to India

We—the cause of Christ
B. Find right direction, then act!
It1us. Peter loses self in a misdirected cause and cuts off high
priest’s servant's ear. Peter again loses himself in a cause when
he preaches on Day of Pentecost and many are saved. The former
in wrong direction and the latter in right direction.

Ktine F. Dickerson, Pastor
Detroit, Bethel, Church
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REDEMPTION

Text: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons (Gal. 4:4-5).

Introduction: The coming of Christ in the flesh was the greatest
event of all time.
A. It has been called “the sunrise of history.”
B. It marked the beginning of a new creative epoch, the great
turning point in the life of men.
C. It took place in “the fulness of the time.”

I. How Did He Come?

A. He came in the ordinary human way—“born of a woman.”

B. He took on Him, not the nature of angels, but “the seed of
Abraham.”

C. “The Word was made flesh,” that He might bring God within
our little horizon.

D. He incarnated himself in a human single life, that He might
incarnate himself in the whole of humanity.

Il. Whence Did He Come?

A. Jesus himself answers this question when He says: “No man
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.”

B. His coming was a “visitation,” something brief and fleeting, a
momentary disclosure of the eternal secret.

Ill. What Was the Object of His Coming?

A. This is the point of supreme interest. Yet how many dwell
on the fact of His coming and overlook the purpose of it!

B. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the angel proclaimed to
the shepherds: “I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

C. Incarnation was the first step in Christ's redemptive mission;
the Cross was the last.

1. He came to die for men.

2. The shadow of the Cross lay across His pathway from the
beginning to the end.

3. The manger and the cross have the same meaning, the same
message, and the same object.

4. The message of each is that of redemption.

Conclusion: The cross of Christ brought the world a saving power
that can transform lives and make all things new. He came to
give, in place of fetters, freedom to every soul which had in it
the spirit of adventure which would follow Him in the masterful
employment of redeeming, through sacrifice and love, a world
out of bondage and into the liberty of the sons of God.

T. O. Weatherby, Pastor.
Hayward, California
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THE FRUITS OF HOLINESS

Text: Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them (Matt. 7:20).

Proposition: The test of any Christian doctrine is in the life and
character which it produces.

Introduction: Holiness is both an experience, wrought instantan-
eously through faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ, and an
ethic. The life which is produced is known as the ethical aspect
of holiness. One cannot live a holy life, that is, bring forth the
fruits of the sanctified life, without having the experience of heart
holiness. One must have the inward sanctifying experience to
purify the inner springs of life: our motives, our desires, our
actions.

Let us apply our proposition to our theme:

I. It Isa Life of Victory over A Il Sin (Rom. 6:22; 6:17-18).

Il. It Isa Separated Life (Il Cor. 6:17-18; 7:1).

Il. It Is a Life Without Blame (not without fault) (I Thess. 5:23;
Eph. 5:25-27).

IV. It Is a Life of Consistency (I Thess. 5:23; John 17:15-17).

Christ does not propose to take us out of the world when He
sanctifies our hearts; but He does propose to keep us from evil.

About the last thing they do to the great cargo vessels that
are to travel through enemy waters is to demagnetize them. The
great hulk of steel and iron will draw mines of explosives which
the enemy has placed in the ocean; but when properly demag-
netized they can sail safely through these enemy waters. We are
like this great hulk of steel and iron. We draw mines of temptation
to us. Sanctification is the demagnetizing system. It will enable
us to go through this world of sin and evil without one pull toward
itt. Thank God, we can have pure hearts that feel no pull toward
sin and evil.

V. It Is a Life of One Single Purpose (Jas. 1:8; 4:8; Rom. 8:5-6).

VI. It Is a Life Without Bitterness (Heb. 12:14-15).

This “root of bitterness” is the stump of carnality which
remains in the heart. The leaves and foliage are removed in
regeneration; but the root must be removed by the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. If it is not removed it will spring up “trouble
you, and thereby many [will] be defiled.”

VII. It Is a Life of Peace (I Thess. 5:23; Heb. 12:14).

VIIIl. It Is a Life of Love (divine charity) (I Cor. 13:1-8).

IX. It Is a Life of Fruitfulness (John 15:2; 15:5; Gal. 5:22-24).

Conclusion: One life in which the fruits of the sanctified life are
plainly seen will do more to bring conviction to the unsanctified
and a desire for the experience of holiness than many, many
testimonies where the fruits are not possessed. “What you are
speaks so loud, | cannot hear what you say” (Emerson).

Wm. A. Talbert. Pastor,
Loudonville, Ohio
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THE PATHS OF MEMORY

Text: Matt. 26:75; Acts 11:16; Il Pet. 3:1
Introduction: The marvel of the human faculties. Memory is a tool

V.

of great blessedness. While the Bible shows us wisely how to
forget some things, it also shows the blessedness of remembering
some things. “Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman
in Egypt.” If the Israelite had always remembered this, what
heartache and eternal woe it would have spared him!

Tell the story of Peter’s declension up to the text.

. Peter Remembered His Sin.

A. This is a merciful ministry.

1. “And when he is come, he will convict the world of sin.”

2. It is the devil's business to make us forget this.

B. He may use different instruments but the Spirit is faithful
to make us remember this.

1. Paul on the Damascus road. His testimony in after years,
“Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
injurious: but | obtained mercy” (I Tim. 1:13).

2. Nathan to David, “Thou art the man.”

Peter Remembered the W ord of Pardoning Mercy.

A. Jesus’ teaching made an indelible stamp on Peter.

B. God’s forgiving grace takes the sting out of the memory of sin.

C. “But | obtained mercy.” Paul's language indicates a definite
past experience. Peter’'s language indicates the same: “Ac-
cording to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again” (I Pet.
1:3).

Peter Remembers Another W ord.

A. What are the experiences that lead up to this verse?

1. His unstable Christian experience before Pentecost.
2. Christ's promise at the Ascension.

3. Pentecost itself.

4. What happened at Cornelius’ house? “This is that.”

B. How did Peter interpret this at the Jerusalem Council? “And
God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving
them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no
difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by
faith” (Acts 15:8-9).

He W ould Stir our own Memories.

A. The words of prophets and apostles.

B. Remember the kind of life demanded in the great day (Il Pet.
3:11, 14).

Conclusion: A day when memory will be full-orbed: “Son, remem-
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ber.” Will you let God minister to the paths of your memory
now?
George Grawburg. Pastor,
Corning, California
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WHAT IS CRUCIFIXION?

Text: | Cor. 2:2

Introduction: Great symbols and their meaning. “The Stars and

Stripes.” The cross is the principal symbol of Christianity. The
central fact about Christ is not the earthly life or the teaching,
as important as those are in our holy religion, but death and
resurrection. We must come to the Gospels through the Epistles.
Let us look at the Cross through history and see what it means
for our own experience.

In the Father’'s Heart

A. What do the Scriptures say?
1. 1 Pet. 1:18-20
2. Eph. 1:4-9
3. Acts 20:28
B. Sacrifice in an earthly father’s heart.
1. A son or daughter is given for the mission field.
2. A boy is sacrificed on the field of battle to safeguard the
homes of loved ones.

. On Calvary

A. The historical Cross is the final expression of the Father’s
heart as well as the Son’s willing love.
1. Sufferings from broken friendships.
2. Sufferings from rejection of those closest to Him.
3. Sufferings from final torture on the hill.
B. More than suffering, death, and martyrdom (lsaiah 53).
C. The radiance and glory of that Cross.
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time . ..

In the Christian’s Heart
A. Begins to be seen when first under conviction.
1. Christ died for our sin.
2. Christians are called to die to sin.
B. Flowers out in all of its beauty when the Christian climbs
the Calvary of consecration and utter abandonment.
1. There is crucified the false ego.
2. There he finds true identification with Christ (John 17:21,
23; Gal. 2: 20).
3. Test it. Is Christ the Chiefest among ten thousand? Should
God upset your well-laid plans, what then?
C. What makes the Christian determined to make this Cross the
permanent pattern of his life and experience?
1. The hunger for holiness and purity.
2. The beauty of the crucified and risen Christ.

Conclusion: The experience of Thomas Cook in his book, New

Testament Holiness, p. 153.
George Grawburg, Pastor,
Corning, California
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BOOK BRIEFS

Book Club Selection for March

HOW TO PREACH TO PEOPLE'S NEEDS
By Edgar N. Jackson (Abingdon, $2.75)

A practical handbook for the working preacher which relates, with
concrete examples, how psychology helps the minister preach to his people’s
needs.

It would be well to emphasize that the “practical” angle is much more
stressed in this book than is the evangelical tone. You will repeatedly
wish that the author had taken off his gloves and struck out fervently
against sin.

But, having said that, | must insist that there are honest values and a
slant to the ministry that has not appeared in my reading of late. Sift
the material through your screen and there will be nuggets of worth.
“Preaching to the Tense”—how many there are like that! “Preaching to
the Immature”—another populous category! “Preaching to the Insecure”—
these we all have with us!

Your Book Man just wishes that a holiness preacher had done this
book with the punch and vitality it deserves.

HOLY FIELDS
By J. Howard Kitchen (Eerdmans, $2.50)

An excellent geographical study of the Holy Land. With ten maps,
many of particular localities, anyone can become better acquainted with
the land which became the habitat of Christ. Any preacher, any Sunday-
school teacher will find rich and rewarding material for both the pulpit
and the classroom. All the way through, the discussion of the geography
is saturated with scriptural references. The Bible will take on new color
as it is geographically located by a master of the trade. The concluding
chapter, “Palestine Past and Present,” will give you a picture of current
happenings in this troubled land.

You will be amazed at the sheer immensity of material brought within
the compass of the book of 154 pages.

VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING
By Alan Redpath (Revell, $3.00)

This is a sad mixture of confused theological thinking and deep
spiritual yearning. The author most surely knows more about the life of
victory than he is able to point out to the wayfarers who will read his
treatise. Every little while Redpath points out a high peak of spiritual
victory—even a life of holiness; then before you could clearly discern the
path leading to that peak, he clouds the issue with his theological recipe
consisting partly of eternal security and Keswickian “victory in Christ.”

This should be said, however. To read this for its value as a study
in the Book of Joshua will be thoroughly rewarding. That is, if the
doctrinal relationships are carefully screened.

Your Book Man was often forced to sigh as he read it, “Oh, that this
man could have known Brengle or Steele or Chapman, and been in-
structed more clearly in the way!” His leadership toward Canaan is alto-
gether too wavering.
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BILLY GRAHAM: A MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
By George Burnham (Revell, $2.00)

A newspaperman’s running account of the events of the historic
revivals in Europe. This is not preaching material, but thrilling history of
the working of God in sin-blighted London, Glasgow, and the Continent.

BIBLE PRIMER
By Ray Freeman Jenney (Harper, $2.50)

One would assume from the title that here is a simplified explanation
of Biblical materials, the kind to place in the hands of new converts. Well,
your Book Man comes with this review just to remind you that this is
distinctly liberal regarding Biblical interpretation, calls Bible stories “tales,”
and denies the Genesis account of creation.

It is a case where the historical value of the book does not warrant
its purchase in the light of the hazards it presents.

THE CHRISTIAN IMPERATIVE
By Max Warren (Scribners, $3.00)

A man who has traveled widely throughout the world, and done a lot
of missionary work, looks at the task of the gospel on a world-wide scale.
Chapter One is an excellent treatise on preaching. The remainder of the
book is quite strongly social gospel in its implication, and “baptismal
regeneration” is assumed. A heavy load of academic straw to thresh for
a small portion of wheat.

POWER TO MANAGE YOURSELF
By Harold B. Walker (Harper, $3.00)

The title is appealing, and so is most of the book. It deals in a realm
where thousands are seeking for help—self-management. Who is there who
cannot manage other people’s affairs better than his own? Are we honest
enough to read a book distinctly aimed at our own selves?

The doctrinal it not the dominant note, and where it does crop out it
is the suggestion of daily sinning and daily forgiveness. But clothing
this unfortunate theological position is a great array of fine counsel at
the point of personal helpfulness. “Your Responsibility for You” is the
first chapter and sets the tone of the book. In “Get Rid of Your Guilt” the
author reveals his doctrinal deviation from the Wesleyan position. But in
such discussions as “Putting Trifles in Their Place” and “You Can Worry
Wisely” he offers some of the soundest advice to ministers read by your
Book Man in some little time.

THE SPIRIT OF LIFE
By Tom Rees (Moody, $2.50)

Seldom have | found a book in which a man stood on the brink of deep
need, then set out to deny the possibility of any solution. Having stoutly
criticized others who pointed the way to spiritual victory, he roundly laughs
at them, then concludes the book with a wistful look at the very solutions
he earlier derides.

The work of the Spirit is presented in a confused and illogical manner.
The author adroitly side-steps scriptures which clearly promise a life of
spiritual victory and freedom from inner sin. He flatly asserts that cleansing
is a gradual growth rather than an instantaneous work of grace. He fails
to differ between “sanctification” and “entire sanctification” and overlooks
the fact that all holiness groups teach a growth in the sanctified life.

All in all, this is about the poorest presentation of the work of the
Holy Spirit to come before me for attention in many a day.
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ACOMMUNIONWAREIZ g Z L

Here are two high-quality, tarnish-resistant communion sets, either
of which would add greatly to your communion service.

Each forty-glass tray

is lightweight, can be quickly and safely

stacked to desired height, and will fit any standard tray. No dirt-
catching crevices to hamper cleaning.

Polished Aluminum

TRAY No. SB-1601
COVER IMb. SB-1602
BASE No. SB-1603
BREAD PLATE No. SB-1605
COVER No. SB-1605C
STACK RING No. SB-1605S
GLASSES No. 66

Individual Communion Set

Compact four-glass "pocket-size,” simulated
Comes complete.

pointments.
No. SB-125

Popular with all pastors!

Communion Supplies—

glasses

Plain clear glass, rounded inside,
heavy bottom. Will fit any standard
tray.

No. 66— 1 7/16 inches high 12 for $1.00

No. 44 -\Va inches high 12 for $1.00
"CLEARLYTE" CUPS
Here is an unbreakable communion

cup that is lighter weight than glass
and noise-free, yet has the appearance

of glass. It is 14" high and 1 5/16"
diameter at lip and will fit most stand-
ard trays. Most practical.

No. SB167 12 for $1.25
PAPER CUPS

A convenient, sanitary, practical article.
No. SB168 Package of 250 cups, $1.50

12 for

Solid Nickel Silver

59.00 No. SB-1621 $25.00
6.00 No. SB-1622 20.00
5.00 No. SB-1623 18.00
3.00 No. SB-1625 12.00
5.00 No. SB-1625C 18.00
3.00 No. SB-1625S 12.00
1.00 No. SB-167 ir 1.25

leather case, polished aluminum ap-

$7.50

WAFERS

Thin, round, unleavened wheat wafers,
wrapped 125 wafers to a roll, four rolls
to a box.
MV-125 500 for $2.35
1.000 for $3.75
CUP FILLER

An inexpensive but useful communion

cup filler. This one-quart container has
frosted glass and nickel-plated metal
parts, all replaceable.
No. SB100 $5.00
PAPER CUP HOLDER

These cup holders shown in illustra-

tion above are made of highly polished
aluminum. With these holders the use
of the sanitary paper cup is easy and
safe.

No. SB166 12 for $1.80

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE



James McGraw, Professor of Preaching and the Pastoral Ministry, says ...

“l had read but a few lines in
my copy of the BIBLE SELF-
EXPLAINED when | realized
I had in my posession a treasure
of inestimable value. This
unique edition of the Scriptures
is a ‘must’ for every student of
the Word, and especially those
ministers whose desire is to en-
rich and deepen their preach-
ing with Biblical contents."

A Commentary Wholly Biblical

An Exposition in the Very Words of Scripture

page.

Now you may have all related scriptures available on the same B.bl

An indispensable reference tool in your sermon preparation and
Bible study. This amazing book contains the entire Bible and Self-

explains it by printing,
other parts of the Bible.

DIRECT AND

INCIDENTAL REFERENCES
FULLY QUOTED IN THE
VERY WORDS OF
SCRIPTURE AND
ARRANGED UNDER

THE TEXT.

2348 Pages, Cloth

ONLY $12.95

in smaller type,

passages from

Explained,

j*us Christ our Lord. 1co. 1 2—i'ollow ... s
<Gliurity, peace, with them that call on the Lora out of a pure
heart. 2 Ti. 2. 22.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way:
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to hear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel:

The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnahas and Saul for tha
work whereunto | have called them. Ac. 13 2—He said unto
me, Depart: for | will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.
Ac, 92 ?1.—The Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, to ~pen

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7, California

2923 Troost, Box 527 1592 Bloor St., West
Kansas City 41, Missouri ToPonto 9, Ontario



	Olivet Nazarene University
	Digital Commons @ Olivet
	3-1-1956

	Preacher's Magazine Volume 31 Number 03
	Lauriston J. Du Bois (Editor)
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1433464613.pdf.nNG4_

