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GUEST EDITORIAL

The Present Status of Biblical Theology ”"

By Ralph Earle*

T t  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  ago, in January
of 1946, during the first school 

year of the new Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, that I first became in­
tensely interested in the subject of 
Biblical theology. W atching its prog­
ress for the past decade has been a 
fascinating— yea, an exciting— experi­
ence.

The starting point of this new in­
terest was the annual meeting of the 
Midwest section of the National A s­
sociation of Biblical Instructors in 
Chicago. A t the opening session 
three papers were read. W ilbur 
Smith— then of M oody, now of Fuller 
—presented the conservative point of 
view. As may be guessed, he pulled 
no punches but gave a forthright 
declaration of the traditional Christian 
faith. Representing the liberal view 
was Thomas K epler, of anthology 
fame. G. Ernest Wright, o f M c­
Cormick, was chosen ostensibly as a 
representative of the neo-orthodox 
school, although he publicly stated 
that that was a new label for him.

Thomas K epler made much of the 
idea that there are seven different 
kinds of religion in the N ew Testa­
ment. It happened that G. Ernest 
Wright was rather busy glancing 
over his own paper, which was to be 
read next. W hen he rose he first 
remarked that he wished to take 
issue with the previous speaker’s

’’" ’‘Paper read at Breakfast Club, November 1, 1956.
^Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.

assertion that there were twenty- 
seven varieties of religion in the New 
Testament. The ensuing laughter 
soon showed him his mistake.

But this session was a historic occa­
sion for me, for it highlighted the 
turn of the road in Biblical studies. 
During the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries the main em­
phasis had been upon historical and 
literary criticism. Now there was to 
be a new interest in what the Bible 
itself taught.

This revival of Biblical theology is 
one of the most significant m ove­
ments of the last decade. W e wish 
to note its relation to the Old Testa­
ment, the New Testament, and the 
unity of both in one Bible.

I. T h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t

It is a very significant fact that the 
last standard work in English on Old 
Testament theology before 1946 was 
published in 1901.1 W e refer to The 
Theology of the Old Testament, by
A. B. Davidson.

But in this ephocal year the situa­
tion was remedied by the appearance 
of two important books in the field—  
The Distinctive Ideas of the Old Testa­
ment, by Norman Snaith, a Methodist

'So states Norman Snaith, “ The Distinctive Ideas of the 
Old Testament" (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1946), 
p. 12. Some might wish to note an exception to this in A l­
bert C. Knudson, "The Religious Teaching of the Old Testa­
ment" (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1918). Knud­
son follows the older approach of the evolutionary develop­
ment of the religion of Israel. It  is not a "theology" of 
the Old Testament.



leader in England and professor of Old 
Testament at W esley College, Leeds; 
and The Re-discovery of the Old Tes­
tament, by H. H. Rowley, professor of 
Hebrew language and literature at 
Manchester, England, and now com ­
monly rated as the leading Old Testa­
ment scholar of our generation.

The main thesis of Dr. Snaith’s book 
is that the New Testament has too 
long been interpreted in terms of 
Plato and Aristotle rather than the 
distinctive ideas of the Old Testa­
ment.- He therefore called for a 
return to the basic teachings of the 
Old Testament.

Dr. Snaith outlined the main pat­
tern that Biblical theology has fo l­
lowed in the decade since by his 
emphasis on the covenant aspect of 
the Scriptures. The “ distinctive 
ideas” which he discusses are “ The 
Holiness of G od,” “ The Righteousness 
of God,” “ The Salvation of G od,” 
“ The Covenant-Love of G od,” “ The 
Election-Love of G od,” and “ The 
Spirit of G od.” As will be seen this 
is true theology: that is, it is God- 
centered.

M y own reaction to Snaith’s book 
was well expressed in a review by 
the editor of Interpretation, in which 
he said:

It is in a real sense an Old Testa­
ment Theology, one of the best, if not 
the most exhaustive, in the English 
language. It is more than that; it is 
a passionate appeal for a return to the 
Old Testament, not for illustrations or 
for proof-texts supporting a doctrine 
or sermon, but for a thought pattern 
for Christian theology.1
The first chapter in H. H. R ow ley ’s 

The R e-discovery of the Old Testa­
m ent is entitled “ The Abiding Value 
of the Old Testament.” A fter noting 
the typical modern attitude toward 
the older Scriptures, he makes this 
statement:

2Snaith, op. c it ., p. 9. 
^"Interpretation," I (1947), 87.

2 (98)

Against this we are now witnessing 
a healthy reaction, and the rise of a 
new sense of the meaning and worth 
of the Old Testament.'
But it was not until 1949 that a new 

school textbook in the field appeared. 
Then Otto J. Baab’s The Theology of 
the Old Testament was published. Dr. 
Baab, professor at Garrett Biblical 
Institute, sounded the keynote of his 
book when he wrote in its preface: 

Nearly twenty years of teaching, 
both in college and in theological 
seminary, have made clear that an 
emphasis which is placed exclusively 
upon a critical analysis of the biblical 
text and literary materials tends to 
produce both confusion and indiffer­
ence. What is needed is the pres­
entation of the material contained in 
the Bible in the form of living truths 
to which its writers were so passion­
ately dedicated.5
W hile Professor Baab w ould by no 

means pass for a Fundamentalist, yet 
in this book he definitely criticizes 
the evolutionary interpretation of the 
history of the religion of Israel0—  
which had been substituted for Old 
Testament theology— and calls for a 
belief in divine revelation.7

II. T h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t

Turning now to the New Testament, 
we note that the decade we are study­
ing was shortly preceded by two books 
which summarize the attitude of that 
earlier period. In 1939 appeared The 
Religion of the N ew  Testam ent,8 by 
Ernest William Parsons, professor of 
New Testament interpretation at the 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. 
The title would have been more accu­
rate if the word “ religion” had been 
pluralized. For the book really pre­
sents seven distinct “ religions,” as the 
chapter headings clearly indicate—

4H. H. Rowley, "The Re-discovery of the Old Testament" 
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1946), p. 11.

r,Otto J .  Baab, "The Theology of the Old Testament”  (New 
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1949), p. 7.

•Mbid., p. 174.
'Ib id ., p. 138.
sErnest W illiam Parsons, "The Religion of the New Testa­

ment" (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1939).
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those of Jesus, the pre-Pauline Chris­
tians, Paul, the Synoptic Gospels, the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, the A poca­
lypse, and the Fourth Gospel. A p ­
parently here is where Thomas K ep­
ler found his seven kinds of religion 
in the New Testament.

In 1943 there appeared a similar 
work, but with a more accurate title— 
The Varieties of N ew  Testament R e­
ligion, by E. F. Scott. Revelatory of 
the author’s point of view is this 
statement: “ W e cannot but feel that 
the writers are at variance in their 
whole conception o f the Christian 
message.” 1’ Again he says: “ The one 
gospel, before a generation was over, 
had branched out into many.” 10 

But in 1944 the Westminster Press 
published a book that set a new direc­
tion in this field. First published in 
Great Britain with the title The Unity 
of the New Testament, it was re­
printed here as The Message of the 
New Testament, by A. M. Hunter, 
professor of Greek and exegesis at 
Mansfield College, Oxford. Dr. Hunt­
er writes:

Anyone conversant with the most 
recent work on the New Testament 
must have sensed in it a change of 
approach, a change of direction. . . . 
There is a growing recognition of the 
essential unity of the New Testament 
and of the need for synthesis."
He also declares:

The older approach was analytical; 
the newer approach will disclose unity 
amid that variety.12
In 1946, at the beginning of the 

decade we are especially noting, the 
Westminster Press published W. F. 
Howard’s Christianity According to 
St. John.

Like his fellow  Methodist, Dr. 
Snaith, Professor Howard is opposed 
to the modern habit of finding the

9Ernest F . Scott, "The Varieties of New Testament Re­
ligion" (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1943), p. 3.

’"Ibid., p. 19.
’ ’Archibald M. Hunter, "The Message of the New Testa­

ment" (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1944), p. 9.
12Ibid., p. 17.

roots of New Testament theology in 
Greek philosophy, which has been 
done especially in the field of the 
Johannine writings. He says:

The more closely the Johannine 
Writings are studied the more clearly 
does the Jewish character of both 
language and thought stand out.13
The following quotation is a far cry 

from  the dominant attitude of much 
New Testament scholarship in our 
day:

Christianity according to St. John is 
a revelation of the glory of God in 
the historic life of Jesus, in whom we 
find the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.11
F. C. Grant’s A n Introduction to 

New Testament Thought, published 
in 1950, leaves much to be desired. 
But coming from  the pen of an out­
standing liberal scholar it is sur­
prisingly conservative at some points. 
For instance, Professor Grant says: 

The most significant thing is, of 
course, not the variety in New Testa­
ment theology, with each type to be 
studied in isolation, but . . . the con­
sistency, the unity, the unity in and 
through variety, the consentient tes­
timony.’"’
Am ong liberals there would prob­

ably be a general agreement that the 
outstanding work in New Testament 
theology during the past decade is the 
two-volum e Theology of the New  
Testam ent, by Rudolph Bultmann.10 
But Bultmann’s very radical views—  
which we need not note here— have 
been criticized severely by a very 
large proportion of New Testament 
scholars.

Probably the work which really de­
serves the accolade is New Testament 
Theology, by Ethelbert Stauffer.17

,:iW. F. Howard, "Christianity According to St. John" 
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1946), pp. 29-30.

“ Ibid., p. 192.
’ •'■Frederick C. Grant, "An Introduction to New Testament 

Thought" (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1950), 
p. 45. Note his striking statements about New Testament 
theology on pp. 26-27.

’ ’’Rudolph Bultmann, "Theology of the New Testament," 
tr . Kendrick Grobel (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons; 
VoL I, 1951; Vol. I I ,  1955).

17Ethelbert StaufFer, "New Testament Theology," trans­
lated from the fifth German edition; first edition, 1941 
(New York: Macmillan Co., 1955).

March, 1957 (99) 3



This is a thorough, surprisingly con­
servative treatment of the subject and 
deserves careful reading.

Mention might be made at this 
point of two outstanding volumes by 
Erich Sauer,1 s one on the Old Testa­
ment and one on the New. The 
thoroughly Biblical character of these 
books is shown by the fact that the 
first has about 2,200 scripture refer­
ences and the second about 3,700. 
This is Bible-centered theology.

James Stewart, of Edinburgh Uni­
versity, has made a plea for evan­
gelism based on a Biblical theology 
of the Incarnation, forgiveness, the 
Cross, the Resurrection, and Christ.11’ 
It is a strong defense and presentation 
of the new approach to New Testa­
ment theology.

III. T h e  U n i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l e

For a long time it had been as­
sumed in most scholarly circles that 
there was no such thing as a Biblical 
theology. But in the epochal year of 
1946 there was published a book en­
titled A n Outline of Biblical Theology, 
by Professor Millar Burrows, of Yale.

As would be expected, the book is 
not at all com pletely conservative in 
its handling of doctrinal matters. But 
the amazing feature of this work by a 
liberal scholar can be seen by glancing 
at the footnotes. Here are hundreds 
of scripture references, with a fre­
quent alternation between the Old 
and New Testaments. Dr. Burrows 
has treated the Bible as one Book, 
and he holds that this Book is di­
vinely inspired.2"

A  much more positive statement of 
the unity of the Bible may be found 
in R. V. G. Tasker’s The Old Testa­
ment in the New. In this the pro-

ls "The Dawn of World Redemption" and "The Triumph 
of the Crucified/' both published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing Co. (Grand Rapids), 1952.

19James Stewart, "A  Faith to Proclaim " (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1953).

20M illar Burrows, "An Outline of Biblical Theology" (Ph ila­
delphia: Westminster Press, 1946), pp. 8-9.

4 (100)

fessor of New Testament exegesis at 
the University o f London says:

Perhaps the most important feature 
of recent New Testament scholarship 
has been the stress which it has laid 
upon the essential unity of the Bible, 
and of Biblical theology.21
In 1955 the Westminster Press pub­

lished a book by John W ick Bowman, 
of San Francisco Theological Semi­
nary, entitled Prophetic Realism and 
the Gospel, and carrying the sub­
title “ A  Preface to Biblical Theology.” 
In this significant volum e Professor 
Bowman points out “ The Three Cur­
rent Positions in Biblical Theology” 
as being: (1) Humanistic Optimism 
— The M onologue of Reason; (2) 
Apocalyptic Pessimism —  Conversing 
with God at Long Range; (3) Pro­
phetic Realism — The Dialogue of 
Revelation.

The title of the book is intended to 
equate prophetic realism with the 
gospel. He states: “ The theology of 
prophetic realism, accordingly, is 
evangelicalism speaking the termi­
nology of the present day and in the 
context of modern thought.” -- He 
also says, “ By ‘prophetic realism ’ . . . 
is intended revelational theology,” 
and adds: “ Prophetic realism is the 
theology of the Spirit and its content 
is determined by the Spirit.” -:i

Though Professor Bowman would 
not pass muster with full-fledged 
Fundamentalists, his basic approach 
is constructive and conservative. He 
is decidedly critical of the Liberal 
social gospel, as well as of Bultmann’s 
radical views. Many of his argu­
ments are strengthening to our posi­
tion.

The Unity of the Bible is the title 
of a book by H. H. Row ley, published 
in England in 1953 and in this country

-MR. V. G. Tasker, "The Old Testament in the New Testa­
ment" (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1947), p. 13.

--John Wick Bowman, "Prophetic Realism and the Gospel" 
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1955), p. 13.

-:'Ib id ., p. 14.
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in 1955. This is one of the most stimu­
lating books that I have read in some 
time.

The author begins by saying:
When the writer began his theologi­

cal studies it would have seemed a 
hazardous thing to announce a course 
of lectures on the Unity of the Bible. 
The emphasis then was predominantly 
on the diversity of the Bible.21
Dr. Rowley defines the unity of the 

Bible which he endorses as “ a dynamic 
unity and not a static unity.” -"' By 
that he means that there is a develop­
ment of thought, but under the in­
spiration of the Spirit.

Professor Row ley finds "the bond 
that unites the two Testaments” is the 
fulfillment of Old Testament promises 
in the N ew.211 He also underscores 
the Cross as ‘ ‘one of the outstanding 
marks of the unity of the New Testa­
ment.” -7

The very fact that the outstanding 
Old Testament scholar of our day 
could write a book on the “ Unity of 
the B ible” shows how  far Biblical 
studies have traveled from  a genera­
tion ago.

Dr. C. H. Dodd, of England, is 
widely recognized as the leading New 
Testament scholar of our day. In 
The Bible Today he says: “ W e have 
in fact moved during recent years 
into a new period of biblical study, 
which may be described as ‘post­
liberal.’ ” -s His later work, A ccord­
ing to the Scriptures, carries the sec­
ondary title: “ The Sub-structure of 
New Testament Theology.” The sig­
nificance of this is indicated in the 
following quotation: “ What is cer­
tain is that while the theology of the 
New Testament contains a substantial 
Hellenistic element, its fundamental 
structure, on the other hand, is not

-4H. H. Rowley, "The Unity of the B ible" (Philadelphia: 
Westminster Press [1 9 5 5 ] ) , p. 1.

231bid., p. 7.
-*Ibid., p. 90.
- 'Ib id ., p. 126.
-®C. H. Dodd, "The Bible Today" (New York: Macmillan 

Co., 1947), p. 26.
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Hellenistic but biblical.” -" While 
Dodd is not as conservative as some 
other writers we have mentioned, yet 
he agrees on this essential emphasis 
on the close relation of the Old and 
New Testaments.

The last book which we wish to 
notice is Jesus Christ the Risen Lord , 
by Floyd Filson, of M cCormick. The 
jacket carries the description, “ A  
Biblical Theology Based on the Resur­
rection.”

In the first chapter the author 
states: “ Biblical theology accepts as 
a sound working basis the unity o f the 
B i b l e . H e  explains it as a unity 
in variety, just as in a family. He 
goes on to assert: “ The task of biblical 
theology is to discern and state this 
unity.” 31

Dr. Filson states the thesis of his 
book as follows: “ Biblical theology 
finds its clearest starting point and 
interpreting clue in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.” '1- He holds that 
this is even more central than the 
Cross.

Professor Filson makes a very 
strong case for the unity of the Bible. 
He says: “ The controlling center of 
the entire Bible is the New Testa­
ment message of Christ and the 
Spirit.” :n In keeping with H. H. 
Row ley he states: “ The Christ- 
centered unity of the Bible is ex ­
pressed in the theme of promise and 
fulfillm ent.” '’4

Time will not permit a further re­
view of this book. Suffice to say that 
it is a very readable and easily under­
stood presentation of Biblical the­
ology. With few  exceptions, the 
statements of the book are thoroughly 
conservative. The author’s emphasis

-0C. H. Dodd, "According to the Scriptures" (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1953), p. 136.

Floyd V. Filson, "Jesus Christ the Risen Lord" (New 
York: Abingdon Press, 1956), p. 20.

;: i lbid., p. 21.
“ Ib id., p. 25.
3!Ibid., p. 80.
‘‘ Ibid., p. 88.
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on the importance of the Resurrection 
is helpful.

In closing we might note two evi­
dences of the dominant interest in 
Biblical theology during the last dec­
ade. One is the new journal Inter­
pretation, which began publication in 
January of 1947. In 1955 it carried 
an extensive symposium on the unity 
of the Bible, which space forbids our 
more than mentioning.

Then in 1950 there was begun a 
new series of “ Studies in Biblical 
Theology.” M ore than a dozen of 
these monographs have already ap­
peared. The second one was The Old

Testament Against Its Environment, 
by G. Ernest W right,33 and the third 
was a similar volum e on the New 
Testament by F loyd Filson.'!B These 
two scholars, both M cCorm ick pro­
fessors, are the advisory editors for 
this country, while Great Britain is 
represented by T. W. Manson and
H. H. Rowley, both of Manchester.

A t last Biblical theology has com e 
into its own. W e may thank God for 
it, and seek for further understanding 
of this vital field of study.

3SG. Ernest Wright, "The Old Testament Against Its En­
vironment" (Chicago: Henry Regnery Co., 1950).

3,iFloyd V. Filson, "The New Testament Against Its En­
vironment" (London: SCM Press, 1950).

FROM THE EDITOR

Their Take-Home Pay

T n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  we have heard a 
-*• great deal about the “ take-home 
pay”  of workers. Whereas once the 
amount of wages and salaries was 
judged on the basis of their total 
amount, with the inauguration of the 
plans of withholding tax and payroll 
deductions they are now judged on 
the basis of what one takes home 
after these deductions have been 
made. This trend in thinking has 
given rise to such “ daffynitions” as, 
“ The Eiffel Tower is the Washington 
Monument after deductions.” Cer­
tainly this idea of “ take-home pay” is 
important to the worker, for it is from 
this amount that he pays the rent, the 
grocery bill, buys clothes for the fam­
ily, and provides for their other needs.

I was thinking the other day in 
terms of our church services and 
wondering just what is the “ take- 
home pay” that we give our people
6 (102)

on Sunday. It seems to me that we 
as preachers ought to be alert to our 
people’s daily needs to the extent that 
our services will best meet these 
needs. Too often our services are 
ends in themselves, our sermons are 
tailor-made for the specific occasion, 
our goal is a well-ordered service 
with little thought to giving our folks 
something which they can take home 
with them for the other six days of 
the week. Perhaps it will not strike 
you as it did me, but may I relate 
some of the factors which crowded 
my mind as I thought of it? What 
parts o f the service most consistently 
contribute to our people’s “ take- 
home pay” ? What are the factors 
which “ deduct” from  this pay and 
make the values of a particular serv­
ice only temporary in nature? How 
can I better plan so that my people 
will have m ore to take hom e with

The P re a ch e r 'M a g a z in e



them? Let us notice a few  of the 
answers, as I see it, to these and re­
lated questions.

1. Planning to m eet people's needs. 
Perhaps number one would be a pas­
tor’s consideration of the needs of his 
people. He must have these needs in 
mind as he plans the service and as 
he carries out the service. It does 
not hurt to think of the specifics in 
this regard. Mrs. Jones buried her 
brother this past week. The Smiths 
are having home difficulties. The 
Peterson boy has quit school and 
gone to the city to work. Three young 
men from the church are in military 
service. One of them is on his way 
overseas. Such a review of the 
problems which our homes are facing 
will help the pastor as he prays and 
plans for the L ord ’s day services. 
Then, as he comes into the service he 
will see these people and, sensing 
their needs, he will recall other needs 
which had slipped his mind. A ll in 
all, as the service progresses and as 
he delivers his message he will be 
providing food for troubled and per­
plexed souls. The amount of the 
“ take-home pay” for these people will 
depend largely upon how well their 
pastor has planned for them.

2. The amount of Bible content in 
the message. W e must ever keep in 
mind that it is G od ’s W ord, not ours, 
that is inspired. If we can point our 
people to the Bible and leave with 
them a significant truth from  its 
pages, we have given them something 
that will stay with them after the 
service is over. It is true that our 
illustrations are the “ windows” that 
let light in on truth, but we must be 
careful in presenting our illustrations 
lest we leave our needy people with 
a nice story which conceals rather 
than reveals the truth of God. Many 
strong ministers today are changing 
their emphasis at the point of “ m ov­

ing” illustrations. They were discov­
ering that their people were retaining 
stories and not scripture. W e ought 
to rem ember that the best service we 
can render to our listeners is to give 
them solid food from  the W ord of 
God. This will be that which the 
Holy Spirit can use during the week 
to apply to their daily lives. Let us 
increase the “ take-home pay” with an 
increase of Bible truth.

3. The value of a key idea. Let 
us ever rem ember that the average 
mind can grasp only one idea at a 
time. Hence, if we try to load our 
sermons with too many ideas we leave 
our people with nothing for sure 
which they can take with them. It 
is much like trying to fill a drinking 
glass with a fire hose; there is so much 
water and so much pressure that only 
a few  drops will remain in the glass 
to slake the thirst of the one trying 
to get a drink. If, in our preaching, 
we can present one idea, with all of 
our illustrations and our truth cen­
tered around it, we give our people 
something they can grasp. Too many 
of our sermons are too complicated. 
They are too big. They are geared to 
save the world and not to help one 
individual. They are gauged to put 
out an international conflagration and 
not the fire of the enemy on one fam­
ily of our congregation. Let us pur­
pose to give those to whom we min­
ister something simple enough that 
they can grasp it and take it with 
them.

4. Let us make our preaching 
clear. Closely related to the above 
is this matter of simplicity of pres­
entation and clearness of logic. Let 
us think clearly and let us preach 
clearly. It would be a good idea to 
keep the boys and girls in mind and 
preach so they will understand what 
we say. The greatest compliment 
that a preacher can receive is when
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the children of his congregation want 
to hear him preach, when one ex ­
claims, “ I understood everything my 
pastor said this morning.” And in 
preaching to them we will, in the 
main, be understood by the older 
people also. Here it is important that 
we outline our sermons clearly. The 
outline should be so clear that we 
know what we are going to say and 
our people know what we have said. 
A  muddled message with poor logic, 
poor progression with overlapping and 
backtracking will only result in a 
muddle in the minds of our listeners. 
As a result, they have little that they 
can take home with them. W e have 
cut their “ take-home pay.”

5. L et us provide a spiritual lift. 
Every service should be planned and 
directed so that needy hearts will be 
lifted by the Spirit of God. A  cold 
service, though it be ever so perfect, 
a feelingless message, though it be 
ever so profound, will not lift the 
weary hearts to whom  we minister. 
W e must pray and work and plan to 
“ get the glory down.” There must 
be a tone of victory and blessing upon 
our services, so that our people are 
helped and blessed. And this is a 
thing which cannot be whipped up at 
the last minute. This is intertwined 
with the total spiritual overtone of 
our church and the spiritual warmth 
of those who take part in the service. 
It relates to the amount of prayer that 
goes into the service. It relates to the 
spirit of good will and fellowship 
which prevails among the people. It 
relates to the atmosphere created by 
the pastor, by the singers, and by the 
congregation. It relates to the man­
ner in which we allow the Holy Spirit 
to move in our midst. It relates, per­
haps most of all, to the attitude and 
the bearing of the pastor. But what­
ever its relationship, we should see 
that all of these are in order, for if 
we do not give our people a spiritual
8 (104)

lift they will go from  the service with 
little to take home with them.

6. L et us be sure there is a solid 
base for spiritual blessing. W hile w e 
must strive to maintain a spiritual 
rapport with our people which will 
lift them, we must beware lest we try 
to stimulate this through improper 
means, following a pattern of “ em o­
tion for em otion’s sake.” This not 
only is not right but the result will 
hinder our people rather than help 
them. A  service which is planned 
with nothing but emotional response 
as its goal will leave our people empty 
once the particular m ood of the serv­
ice is gone. Again and again com ­
ment has been made, “ My, wasn’t 
that a wonderful service!” But just 
why it was, the person couldn’t say. 
The point is this, we must give a 
sound basis for spiritual blessing. 
That must be the W ord of God, the 
true presence of God, a personal re­
sponse in true worship. Hilarity is 
not blessing. Response to the shallow 
and superficial is not genuine bless­
ing. Reaction to a whipped-up. 
pum ped-up emotional pressure cannot 
long last because it has little if any 
foundation in the genuine m oving of 
the Spirit of God. Such empty em o­
tional responses will leave our people 
“ cold.” They will have little that 
they can take home with them.

Perhaps more could be said, but 
above all, let us work harder to give 
our people a higher “ take-home pay” 
from  our services. Let us labor dili­
gently to cut down on the num ber of 
factors which will deduct from  the 
sum total of the service. Our people 
have needs to meet during the week, 
and if they are to be victorious they 
must have adequate spiritual re­
sources. Let us strive so that the 
Sunday and m idweek services con­
tribute to these victories by increasing 
the amount of values they can keep 
with them as they go from  the church.
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The Preaching of Reuben A. Torrey

By Jam es M cGraw*

T J o b e r t  H a r k n e s s ,  in his excellent 
biography of Reuben A rcher Tor­

rey, writes: “ Heaven will reverberate 
with the glad song of the redeemed, 
led into the glorious liberty of Christ 
because of the consistent, faithful 
message of this man.” Torrey was 
faithful, and he was consistent; and 
Torrey had a message!

Born in Hoboken, New Jersey, in 
January of 1856, R. A . Torrey was 
given the best education that money 
could buy and effort could achieve. 
He received his A.B. at Yale in 1875, 
and three years later in the same 
school earned his B.D. Not satisfied 
with these honors, he studied in G er­
many at Leipzig and Erlangen un­
der such instructors as Delitzsch, 
Luthardt, Kahnis, and Frank. Con­
trary to all that may have been ex­
pected— he wras critical when he began 
his studies, but definitely conserva­
tive by the time he had finished.

Torrey’s conversion involved a de­
cision which seemed to him at the 
time to be the most difficult he had 
ever made. He wanted to be a lawyer, 
but he had felt for some time that he 
was called to preach. The inner con­
flict became unbearable to him, as he 
wanted G od ’s will, and yet wanted 
so stubbornly to have his own way. 
He tells us in his own words how  he 
settled it with a complete surrender, 
only after he had com e dangerously 
near to suicide:

" . . .  I awoke one night filled with 
an awful agony and despair. I jumped 
out of bed and hurried to the wash-

’"Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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stand to take out of it the weapon 
that would end the whole miserable 
business. As I fum bled around for it, 
for some reason I could not find it.
I don’t know till this day why I could 
not find it. I still think it was there. 
In my awful despair I dropped to my 
knees and lifted up my heart to God, 
and I told God that if He would take 
the burden off my heart, I would 
preach the Gospel, though previously 
the whole ambition of my life was to 
be a lawyer.”

Torrey found peace that night, 
thanks to the m ercy of a great God, 
who did not let his hand find the 
revolver while his misery drove him 
to desperation and he sought to end 
his life. It was a year later before he 
made a public confession, but his 
mental assent brought peace, and he 
began at once to make his plans to 
enter the ministry.

R. A. Torrey ’s effectiveness as an 
evangelist was due to prayer more 
than any other cause. While in one 
of his first pastorates in Minneapolis, 
and in the midst of some trying cir­
cumstances, he read George M ueller’s 
book, The Life of Trust, and he was 
never the same again. New faith was 
stimulated, new trust in the resources 
which were available through G od ’s 
grace, and new power in his pulpit 
ministry were the result.

Soon after this experience he ac­
cepted the call to becom e superin­
tendent of M oody’s Bible Institute in 
Chicago, and four years later the 
pastor of the Chicago Avenue church 
along with his other duties. At 
thirty-seven he had becom e a teacher
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and preacher of tremendous influence, 
and his influence was used to the 
fullest possible force in behalf of 
evangelism.

As a man of prayer, Torrey not 
only set the example himself but he 
also knew how  to inspire others to 
prayer. His first sermon in the Chi­
cago church ended with an appeal 
that the people pray for the pastor. 
They did, and it helped them assume 
responsibility such as they would not 
have been willing to assume had they 
not prayed for him. A n  interest in 
prayer, begun in Torrey’s church, re­
sulted in prayer meetings being es­
tablished throughout every part of 
the city. Later a mass prayer meet­
ing was spontaneously begun in Tor- 
rey ’s church on Saturday night from 
nine until ten o ’clock, and the attend­
ance soon averaged three hundred. 
One of these meetings continued un­
til two o ’clock in the morning, and it 
was in the burden of prayer at that 
hour, after many hours of communion 
and a real sense of the Spirit’s pres­
ence, that Torrey knew he would 
preach the gospel around the world.

W ithin a week Torrey was invited 
to conduct revival services in A us­
tralia, and his world-wide ministry 
began to be a reality. W ho can doubt 
the effect of prayer in the preaching 
ministry of this man?

Torrey’s message was Christ- 
centered. He knew the value of 
making Christ his appeal, and he 
seemed to believe that his own per­
sonality, with any attempt to appear 
clever or profound, should be kept 
out of the way, so that Jesus might 
be seen. Harkness said of his preach­
ing: “ He bent all his energies in the 
direction of proclaiming Christ and 
Him crucified as the only hope of a 
sin-cursed world.”

His background in earlier life as a 
young man preparing for the law pro­
fession had its effect in making his
10 (106)

preaching logical and orderly. The
points of his outline stood out clearly, 
and each seemed to add another 
strong link in the chain of evidence 
which made his preaching convincing. 
His method was somewhat didactic, 
but mainly argumentative. He used 
the Scripture to convince his audience 
they needed Christ, to persuade them 
to seek Him, and to encourage them 
to believe on Him. Sound reasoning 
characterized his preaching.

John W. Dennis and Douglas D. 
McAdams, seminary students, studied 
several of T orrey ’s sermons, and 
found them to be mostly topical in 
style of construction. This would be 
expected of him for two reasons. 
Topical preaching seems to have been 
the method of most of the popular 
preachers of this era and seems to 
have been the method most frequently 
used by the revivalists in their evan­
gelistic ministry.

There is one notable exception, in 
his sermon “ The Drama of L ife in 
Three A cts,” from  Luke fifteen, the 
parable of the prodigal son. He has 
an excellent expository outline here 
in the following:

I. A ct 1. Wandering, or the Na­
ture of Sin

II. A ct 2. Desolation, or the Fruits 
of Sin

III. A ct 3. The W anderer’s Return, 
or the Rem edy for Sin

His sermon on “ Jesus the W onder­
fu l” is the best illustration of his 
style and also of his emphasis in 
exalting Christ. A fter a contextual 
introduction, which began like this: 
“ The prophet Isaiah, with a mind 
illumined by the Holy Spirit, looked 
down 740 years and saw the coming 
of Jesus of Nazareth and uttered these 
sublime words of our text,” he de­
veloped his thought as follows:

I. Jesus Is W onderful in His 
Nature.
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II. Jesus Is W onderful in His 
Character.

III. Jesus Is W onderful in His 
Work.

Torrey used a variety of introduc­
tions in his preaching. Sometimes the 
introduction was contextual, as al­
ready seen, and frequently it was 
drawn from the audience or the occa­
sion. He hit hard and came directly 
to the point in his sermon “ Which 
Shall We Believe, God or M an?” 
from the text Rom. 3:3-4: “ For what 
if some did not believe? shall their 
unbelief make the faith of God with­
out effect? God forbid: yea, let God 
be true, but every man a liar.” The 
essence of his introduction is:

“ This sermon will save some of 
you, . . . but alas! It will lead to the 
eternal doom and destruction of some 
of you, also. . . . Truth heeded saves; 
truth rejected damns.”

Torrey made frequent use of illus­
trations, many of them from his own 
experience and many from  the Scrip­
tures. Some of them were excellent; 
some, it would seem from our ex­
amination of them in the light of good 
homiletical practice, were very ordi­
nary in their appeal. For example, 
he begins an illustration in one of his

sermons (Revival Addresses) by  stat­
ing he heard it, but did not know 
whether or not it was true! Splendid 
way to declare your honesty, but poor 
way to give an illustration!

His style of delivery was one of 
reverence and dignity. He preached 
boldly, sometimes scornfully con­
demning sin with blistering denuncia­
tions; but with it and behind it his 
.spirit was not harsh. His method 
was to make striking statements, back 
them up with scripture, and then 
clinch them with good illustrations.

Dr. A. M. Hills ( P r e a c h e r 's  M a g ­
a z i n e ,  November, 1930) paid the 
tribute to Torrey that he was a 
preacher who “ mastered his ma­
terial.” “ He seemed to know the 
Bible from cover to cover,” declared 
Hills.

He knew it, he loved it, and he 
preached it. He preached it in Eng­
land, in Scotland and Ireland, in G er­
many and France. He preached the 
W ord in Australia, in Tasmania and 
New Zealand, in China and Japan, 
and in India. He preached the W ord 
saturated with his own prayer, and he 
set an example of evangelism that 
every preacher would do well to 
follow.

M i n i s t e r i a l  S u c c e s s

The story is told of a young minister who had just completed 
his seminary training and was ready to move to his first charge. He 
said to his mother and father: “ I have lived in a parsonage all my 
life. I have finished my formal training for the ministry. I would 
like to know if either of you has a final word for me before I start 
my first pastorate.”

His mother said: “ I have a word for you, Son. First, wear out 
the seat of your trousers in the morning in the study, wear out the 
soles of your shoes in the afternoon visiting, and wear out the knees 
of your trousers praying.”

-— H a r r y  D a n m a n

March, 1957 (107) 11



SERMON OF THE MONTH

We Stand at the Crossroads
By Champ Traylor"

T e x t :  And I sought for a man among 
them  . . . (Ezek. 22:30).

In the twenty-second chapter of 
Ezekiel, G od ’s prophet catalogues the 
sins of his people and characterizes 
the trend of his day. Jerusalem is 
described as being in a state of moral 
tumult and disorder as a consequence 
of its sin and guilt.

Out of the throes of this heart­
rending circumstance, Ezekiel des­
perately sobs out with unspeakable 
anguish and excruciating pain the 
words of our text: “ And I sought for 
a man . . . but I found none.” This 
penetrating proclamation comes down 
to us today as a present challenge.

In many ways this day in which 
we live parallels that of the prophet’s. 
With this scriptural background in 
mind let us note what even a casual 
interpretation of the facts indicates as 
the three outstanding characteristics 
o f our present age.

First of all, this is a sinful age. 
The moral and ethical standards of 
our day are among the lowest in the 
history of mankind. Ours is an age 
more interested in engineering than 
ethics, in horsepower than horse 
sense, in cash than character, in profit 
than principle, and in price than 
value. The philosophy of materialism 
has dangled its delights before us and 
we have tinkered with its tinsel and 
danced to its tune to the undoing of 
our souls. While church records re-
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veal a nation increasingly Christian, 
the facts indicate an increasing pagan­
ism.

There have been two w orld wars 
in one generation. And they have 
been tragically destructive. Dr. P. A. 
Sorokin of Harvard, after an exhaus­
tive study of twenty-five hundred 
wars in the last twenty-five centuries, 
observed that our century is by far 
the bloodiest in history. This symp­
tom of a sick civilization substantiates 
Elton Trueblood ’s contention that our 
civilization is a “ cut-flow er civiliza­
tion.” It has no life-giving roots. 
While we have created an econom ic 
and political plenum, in the same 
breath we have created a spiritual 
and moral vacuum.

Not only is this a sinful age; it is 
also a fearful one. Into the minds of 
men long shadows have fallen, and 
into their hearts has com e a fear that 
strangles faith. Fear is the keynote of 
our day. Man has the jitters. He is 
so frustrated and fearful he is literally 
biting his fingernails. It’s fingernails 
instead of faith.

Man has finally devised a destruc­
tive force that can b low  him from  
the face of the earth. In learning to 
split the atom, he has failed to learn 
to unite mankind. And he is afraid. 
Afraid of what? He is afraid o f that 
which he has created with his own 
hands. In his bid for pow er he has 
exceeded the limit that God has placed 
on all human enterprise. In doing so 
he has bum ped his head on the ceiling 
of frustration and fear. And today it
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is not the preacher who most loudly 
rings the bell of fear. It is the politi­
cian, the statesman, and the scientist. 
These are the men who are climbing 
the pulpit stairs and most effectively 
drawing the outlines of doom.

But, thank God, this is not only a 
sinful and a fearful age; it is also a 
seeking age. Out of its spiritual and 
moral vacuum the world looks long­
ingly for something better than it has.

There is presently a nearly uni­
versal acknowledgment that man is in 
a predicament. A lbert Schweitzer re­
cently observed: “ It is clear now to 
everyone that the suicide of civiliza­
tion is in progress.” And out of its 
sin, fear, and frustration, the world is 
looking for something to give peace 
and purpose in a hostility-ridden age. 
Man today needs a faith, a faith that 
works, a faith that keeps, and a faith 
that ultimately saves.

Oh! What a golden opportunity for 
the Christian Church! Never was 
there a time when the Holy Spirit 
knocked m ore loudly on the door of 
time, seeking for a man, a woman, a 
church, who will rise up and present 
to this sinful, fearful, seeking age the 
all-sufficient Saviour.

If we as Christians could see the 
collective guilt that hangs over the 
world as seen through the eyes of a 
holy God, not many of us would sur­
vive the vision. And yet, in the light 
of this fact we just sit, com placently 
lounging on the couch of lethargy and 
watching from  the balconies of bliss a 
hungry world face problems we know 
it is powerless to solve. W e give our 
gospel lip service and raise institu­
tions in its name, yet we void its very 
power by a counterfeit consecration 
and a spasmodic devotion. Immersed 
in a paralyzing unconcern, we are 
feeding starving souls on wartime ra­
tions as though the Church were 
suffering from  a steady siege. W e 
are more interested in cushions than

crosses. In our desire to be all 
“ vogue” on the outside, we have be­
com e all “ vague” on the inside. In a 
desperate effort to keep one eye on 
the public press and the other on the 
recording angel, our spiritual vision 
has becom e tragically blurred.

What are w e going to do about it? 
W e can do something if we will. As 
one outstanding leader says: “ This 
age would again hearken to a clear 
and sound Christian bell because it 
knows all too well that its own bell is 
cracked. It would surely pay more 
heed to the church bells if they too 
were not cracked. Our task is to 
melt down these cracked bells and to 
forge a Christian bell that will ring 
true enough to be convincing and 
loud enough to be heard.” A  dynamic 
New Testament Church is the only 
answer to this confused and chaotic 
world. And God is seeking and long­
ing for such a Church.

In order for the Church today to 
stand in the gap and stem the awful 
tide of sin and point a seeking people 
to a sufficient Saviour, it is evident 
that we must recapture a sense of 
urgency concerning three positive and 
fundamental truths.

First of all, we must, in our deeper 
selves, com e to a fuller realization of 
the true worth of G od ’s greatest 
masterpiece— the human soul. In this 
jet-propelled age we seem to have let 
slip from our minds’ grasp the sig­
nificance of the soul. While we have 
rubbed elbows with many, we have 
rubbed hearts with few. Influenced 
by the present-day materialistic inter­
pretation of life, we tend to calculate 
a man’s wealth instead of his worth. 
Not until we right this wrong per­
spective can we, as a church, becom e 
a healing agent in lifting men from 
the guttermost to the uttermost.

The second great truth about which 
we must have a renewed sense of 
urgency concerns the power of Jesus
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Christ to “ take away the sin of the 
w orld.”

In the midst of a wondrous creation 
God set man as an offspring of His 
righteousness and holiness. Man’s 
possibilities for fellowship with God 
were unlimited. Then man erred and 
was distanced from  God by sin. Thus 
G od ’s great masterpiece became G od ’s 
great disasterpiece. Though man left 
God, God did not leave man. And 
when the fullness of time was come 
Jesus willingly and lovingly cast aside 
His regal regalia and became man in 
order that He might save man. He 
came not only as the Messenger but 
also as the Message.

One of our greatest needs today is 
to see again the full meaning of the 
redemptive purpose and pow er of 
Jesus. W e must give more than lip 
service to the great truth that Jesus 
Christ can meet man’s deepest need. 
Christ is our only answer. His is the 
Cross that splits every guilt-stained 
horizon. His is the hand that can 
steady a staggering society. His is the 
heart that can cause cords that are 
broken to vibrate once more. His is 
the name that is above every name, 
the name that can transform a sinful, 
fearful, seeking society. W e as a 
church, unworthy as we may be, must 
present Him as the only sufficient 
Saviour, yours and mine.

The third truth that we must ever 
keep before us is that without the 
Holy Spirit we can do nothing. Oh, 
that we might journey back to Pente­
cost and renew our recognition of the 
place, person, and work of the Holy 
Spirit! For if something is to happen 
through us, it must first happen to us.

Organization alone will not save the 
world. God is more interested in the 
agonization of Spirit-filled Christians 
than in any type of organization. Our 
abandonment to the H oly Spirit counts 
more than our ability. Without the 
Spirit our torches will flicker but not
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flame; we will mutter instead of utter 
the gospel; we will muddle but not 
master; we will continue on the tread­
mill and not the treadle; without the 
Holy Spirit we will do G od ’s work 
blindfolded and our lives w ill result 
in a minus in place of a plus. Until 
He comes, the riches within our reach 
will continue to elude our grasp. 
Only a new experience of God in the 
H oly Spirit can genuinely save the 
world. For this let us live and pray!

We stand at the crossroads! One 
road leads to destruction and the other 
to life eternal. Arnold Toynbee puts 
it pertinently when he states that 
“ civilization is on trial.” But, thank 
God, the future is not in the hands of 
fate; it is in our hands.

The handwriting is on the wall! 
The die is cast! The time is now! 
If we as a church will but cease to 
“ Rip van W inkle” our opportunities 
away and realize that God is more 
interested in our scars than our de­
grees, in our tasks than our titles, 
we can save our own age from  a 
catastrophic climax. If we will but 
cast all our Isaacs on the woodpile 
and becom e overpow ered with an 
overmastering must, we can preface a 
new and glorious day. Let us go forth 
believing that we can and must do 
something about the predicament of 
modern man! Let us go forth and 
live and w ork in such a way that 
history will not be com pelled to re­
cord that the Church of the Naza- 
rene’s Nero fiddled while Rom e 
burned.

There is no lack of voices to 
prescribe a panacea for the ills of our 
world. A ll sorts of radical remedies 
have been proposed. The various 
centers of world power have spoken 
loudly their words of salvation. W e 
have heard from  Washington, we 
have heard from  Paris, we have heard 
from  M oscow, we have heard from 
Peiping, we have heard from  London.
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Our supreme need is to hear the still 
small voice from Calvary. This voice 
alone can rescue this w orld from its 
race with death. The present cross­
roads’ challenge is to make this still 
small voice heard, showing to a dark­
ened world that salvation can come 
neither from the east nor from  the 
west; it can com e neither from  the 
south nor from  the north— it must 
come from above!

It is said that Napoleon, when about 
to enter a decisive battle, marched 
his men up to one of the ancient pyra­
mids of Egypt. As he pointed to its 
towering spire he said to them: “ Men, 
we are going into battle today; many 
of you will never return, but re­
member, eighteen centuries look down 
on you.”

Twenty centuries are looking dowri 
on us. The spotlights of the past, 
present, and future are now focused 
upon us to reveal what we are going 
to do as momentary actors on tim e’s 
befuddled and chaotic stage. The 
curtain of our lives has been pulled 
aside and the drama of life is being 
played as all the world looks on. 
“ W herefore seeing we also are com ­
passed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher o f our faith.”

And in the years to come, those who 
follow  us shall rise up and call us 
blessed.

The Foundations of Christian Ethics

I!. The Nature and Source of Christian Ethics

By W . T. Purkiser*

W 7 e  h a v e  s e e n  that ethics in gen-
”  eral and Christian ethics in par­

ticular are concerned with the “ ought” 
that governs human life. But whence 
are the norms of ethics derived? How 
do we com e to know the “ ought” 
which must guide us rather than the 
“ is” by which too many shape their 
lives? What is the nature of the 
“ ought,” and the moral law of which 
it is the personal reflection?

It would probably be best to con­
sider the latter question first. Chris­
tian ethics proclaims a moral law 
which is external to man, which does

’"President, Pasadena College.
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not depend either upon his preference, 
his experience, or his reason for its 
sanctions, although happily it may be 
in harmony with all three. That is 
to say, for the Christian the ground 
of right is entirely objective. A rchi­
medes yearned for a point beyond the 
earth, so impressed was he with the 
pow er of the lever. Given such a 
point, he would have moved the 
world. It is the claim of Christian 
ethics that there is such a point. That 
point is the nature, will, and purpose 
of God.

This means that Christian ethics has 
an irreconcilable quarrel with the 
ethics of expediency, of hedonism, and
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of pragmatism. “ I ought”  never 
means “ I want” or even “ It would be 
best for me.” There is a vast dif­
ference between saying it is right to 
tell the truth because it works out 
best, and gives most lasting satisfac­
tion, and saying that truthfulness is 
right because God is truth. Christ 
is truth, the Bible is truth, and truth­
fulness is in harmony with the very 
structure of things as they are.

Even the popular proverb, “ Honesty 
is the best policy,” Christian ethics 
believes to be just about as wrong as 
it is possible to be. He who is honest 
only on the basis of policy is at heart 
profoundly dishonest. No one is really 
honest who is not honest by principle, 
instead of by policy. In a campus 
discussion of the honor system of giv­
ing examinations, one student re­
marked that he did not cheat in P ro­
fessor X ’s class because Professor X  
trusted his students and went out of 
the room  while the examinations 
were being given. This may be a 
human reaction, but it isn’t honor. 
Honor means the principle of personal 
integrity whether anyone is watching 
or not.

Now this is no creed for soft souls. 
It proclaims a moral law independent 
of human changes, desires, needs, and 
interests— a moral law which is eter­
nal, and fixed. It is not one thing at 
one time and another thing at an­
other. It strikes directly at the heart 
of the assumption that whatever one 
can get by with is thereby all right. 
It challenges at point-blank and vig­
orously the aimless, shallow, and 
rootless age in which we live.

And yet this ethics is vastly re­
warding. It is liberating to the sea­
going vessel which finds its way by 
it. The ship which says, “ Aw ay 
with the old-fashioned compass and 
yesterday’s chart; I ’ll sail at liberty 
where and when I please,” is not 
really free. No ship on the reef or

at the bottom of the ocean is free. As 
Halford E. Luccock has so well ex ­
pressed it: “ W hen life acknowledges 
no great imperatives, it com es under 
the cruelest tyranny that it can ever 
know, the tyranny of the whim of the 
moment. The word ‘must,’ as it comes 
from  the command of Jesus, does not 
com e into life like a ball and chain 
but like a key that unlocks a jail.”

Others have seen this with equal 
clarity. Bishop Gerald Kennedy has 
said: “ Freedom  is not the rem oval of 
authority but the discovering of the 
real authority. It is not the absence 
of discipline, but it is finding the dis­
cipline which will make us able to 
enter into our inheritance and accom ­
plish our destiny.” That is, real 
freedom  comes to us only when we 
discover the law which is the fram e­
work God has provided for us to live 
by.

Again, H u b e r t  C u n l i f fe -J o n e s  
writes: “ To oppose the authority of 
God to the freedom  of man as though 
they were incompatible is ridiculous. 
The authority of God is the source of 
man’s freedom .”

A ll this, of course, does not give us 
the content of the “ ought” which the 
Christian recognizes as grounded in 
the unchanging nature and purpose of 
God. That content, I believe, is given 
in the very same manner in which 
religious truth is given. The trans­
cript of what G od is and what we 
ought to be is given in the life and 
character of Him who is the perfect 
self-manifestation of God, and in the 
Book which is chiefly about Him, the 
Bible.

Students of ethical philosophies will 
have recognized that the description I 
have given of Christian ethics places 
it among the so-called form al ethics, 
instead of among those ethical sys­
tems which are described as teleo- 
logical. That is, Christian ethics is 
the ethics of right, as contrasted with
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the various ethics of results. It is 
willing to acknowledge that desirable 
results do follow  right actions, to the 
extent to which human life and society 
have been brought into approxim a­
tion to the will of God. However, it 
is unfaltering in its claim that the 
consequences do not make the deed 
right, but the consequences may be 
desirable because the act is ante­
cedently right or morally good. And 
it is willing to admit that, human 
society being what it is, the right may 
not always turn out best for the per­
son who lives by its law. A t least, it 
may not turn out best if judged by 
human criteria. Judged by human 
standards, did things turn out all 
right for Jesus, for Stephen, for Paul, 
or for Peter? The proper concern of 
the Christian is not that he shall be 
happy or successful, but that he shall 
deserve happiness and success.

But while Christian ethics is a 
formal ethics, in the sense that it is 
an ethics of right and moral law, it 
differs in a fundamental way from  
the Stoic and Kantian ethics, both 
likewise form al ethics. That is, the 
moral absolute in Christian ethics is 
not abstract law as it was for the 
Stoics, nor abstract reason as it was 
for Kant, but the concrete exem plifi­
cation of righteousness in the person 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is 
not only Truth; He is also Life, and 
the W ay— terms with profound ethical 
significance.

Just as we affirm that the Book 
which is about Christ is the supreme 
authority for Christian doctrine and 
religious truth, we also affirm the 
conviction that the Bible is the su­
preme authority for the Christian 
ethic. The function of reason and 
experience in Christian ethics is not 
to pick and to choose among the 
ethical data given in the Scriptures, 
but to assist in grasping its underlying 
principles as guidelines for living.

Reason and experience may verify 
for us the fact that God has spoken. 
They cannot dictate what God shall 
say.

Here again the Christian needs the 
same amenability to the facts con­
cerning the moral life which are found 
in Scripture as the scientist displays 
toward the facts underlying his par­
ticular science. Again, it would be a 
pretty poor scientist who would de­
cide beforehand what he wanted to 
see, and who would observe only 
those facts which would tend to con­
firm his desires and inclinations.

This is not to deny that interpreta­
tion is a function of reason, and must 
be exercised by the Christian ethicist 
just as it is by  the scientist. What I 
am trying to say is that I have no 
more right to use m y rational powers 
to justify personal inclinations and 
desires in connection with Christian 
ethics than the scientist would have 
to discard all facts which did not fit 
in with his theories. W hen I am con­
vinced that God has spoken, I must 
be amenable to what God has said.

In this connection, Professor E. S. 
Brightman made a very fundamental 
point concerning the moral life when 
he indicated that self-accepted ideals 
are binding upon each person. That 
is to say, one may not be compelled 
to play the game, but once he has 
chosen to play the game he is obliged 
to play according to the rules. If I 
am right in my Arminian interpre­
tation of human nature, God com ­
pels no man to be a Christian. He 
owns no slaves. But when once I have 
made m y commitment to the Chris­
tian faith and life, then I am obliged 
to live by the principles set forth in 
the Book as pertaining to the Chris­
tian life. And I am obliged to take 
them as they are, and not to alter 
them to suit myself.

Therefore, for the Christian, right 
and wrong are determined by the
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nature of God and the moral universe 
which He has created. The source of 
knowledge of right and wrong can 
then be found in the Bible with its 
revelation of the character and pur­
pose of God as embodied in the person

and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That this is the moral law for all man­
kind in all generations is the point we 
shall consider in the next article, 
when we look at the certainty and 
universality of the Christian ethic.

EvctngeHsm in the Sunday School

By G. B. W illiam son

' T ' h e  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  has often been 
called the educational department 

of the church. That is true, but it is 
educational evangelism. A ll depart­
ments of the church carry forward 
their respective work, but all of it 
converges at the point of evangelism.

In the adult school.
An effective program of evangelism 

can be carried forward in the adult 
classes in the Sunday school. Leaders 
and members of such groups are able 
to invite people of all vocations and 
of every character. Thus they are 
brought under the influence of the 
church and the teaching and preach­
ing of the W ord of God. In the lives 
of many this contact will result in 
their salvation. Through the avenue 
of the Sunday school we have an 
approach to people of the world which 
is wide open. There are no barriers. 
The only limits are those fixed by 
our negligence and sloth. W ide­
awake Sunday-school teachers and 
workers can keep a church going and 
growing by bringing in needy people 
and keeping them interested. No 
doubt a large portion of a pastor’s list 
of prospective members for the

^General Superintendent.
Reprinted from "Labor of Love/' Beacon Hill Press.

church is made up of those who are 
enrolled in the Sunday school.

Som e groups especially susceptible.
There are two groups that are 

especially susceptible to the appeal of 
the Christian life. Boys and girls of 
high school age compose one group, 
and young married couples make up 
the second. Of course there are 
others, but in those two categories we 
have almost unlimited opportunity.

In building our Sunday-school pro­
gram we should see farther than 
building the enrollment or the attend­
ance. The goal is to get these people 
into the church after they are saved 
and sanctified. Each class could 
carry on its own program of visitation 
evangelism. The technique for such 
work will be discussed in another 
chapter. Here we will devote our 
attention to the evangelistic work 
among children.

The child in the midst.
The first thing to be done, to be 

sure, is to get the children into the 
Sunday school. It is not too soon to 
enroll them as infants. One with an 
evangelistic spirit recognizes the pos­
sibility of ultimately winning a baby 
for Christ. He sees that life unfold in
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beautiful Christian character, render­
ing valuable service to God and man. 
Such a person will be friendly to the 
parents and keep in touch with them 
and the child until at last he sees the 
child and maybe the parents too in 
the Kingdom. This w ork is more 
difficult and delicate in homes where 
the parents are not Christians, but 
it can be done, and often bears very 
satisfactory fruit. It is worth the 
effort. The Cradle R oll Department 
is not to pad the enrollment. It is a 
great opportunity and a fertile field 
to cultivate. It affords a likely list of 
prospects for the church and the 
Kingdom in years to come. The day 
a child is born is the day to begin his 
religious training, and the day to be­
gin to bring influences to bear that 
will result in his salvation. The con­
secrated, praying Christian who sees 
the opportunity and begins his work 
will realize some satisfying' results. 
His efforts will not be 100 per cent 
effective, but the percentage may be 
as high as that realized in any other 
field of endeavor. His w ork is in the 
foundation and may never be recog­
nized or acclaimed, but he will re­
ceive his reward. Every church could 
well have an evangelist to the infants. 
Making calls, sending pretty cards, 
watching, hoping, praying may seem 
to be w ork that is unimportant, but 
in the judgment it will have high 
commendation. The Lord of life was 
deeply m oved at the sight of infants. 
He knew their possibilities. He bade 
them com e and be blessed.

Every department in the Sunday 
school should have its workers or­
ganized to bring in new members. 
The teachers must take the lead but 
others can help. The boys and girls 
can bring in names of prospects. 
Some they meet in school, or at play­
grounds, or on the street; some have 
recently moved into the vicinity; 
others have dropped out of other Sun­

day schools and are ready to make 
new contacts. The following of such 
leads will result in building class 
attendance and at last in the salvation 
of souls. Persistent interest, kind­
ness, and love are needed to make 
the bond a strong one. No life is ever 
redeemed, no soul is ever saved with­
out long, enduring, passionate love. 
In all its phases evangelism is a 
“ labor of love.”

Teaching is only a means to an end.
After boys and girls are won as 

permanent members of the Sunday 
school there must follow  a period of 
patient and careful instruction. The 
foundation for Christian experience is 
laid in religious education. But re­
ligious education is not enough. It is 
not an end in itself. It is a means to 
an end. Satisfactory results in evan­
gelistic efforts can be gained only 
when the instruction in Christian 
doctrine, experience, and ethics has 
been thorough. That period for in­
struction varies in length according 
to the home training received. A l­
ways the teaching must be adapted 
to the age of the child. When the 
child is able to see the point in nursery 
rhymes and stories with a moral in 
them, he is able to grasp the things 
that are spiritual when they are wise­
ly presented. Teachers in the K inder­
garten and Primary departments 
should prepare themselves to give the 
eternal truth to childish minds by 
object lessons, by stories, by demon­
strations, and by example. If they 
can feel that they are evangelists as 
well as teachers they will have a 
more exalted conception of the im­
portance of their task. This work of 
preparatory instruction must be car­
ried on in the Junior and sometimes 
in the Intermediate departments.

Watching for souls.
There comes a time when life ’s 

great choice should be made. None
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can tell at what age or on what 
occasion that time may come. 
The spiritually-minded teacher should 
watch for the evidences of the 
Spirit’s dealings and gently but faith­
fully guide the awakened boy or girl 
to a saving acceptance of Christ. The 
occasion may be in the class. It may 
even be in the midst of a quiet per­
sonal conversation. Often the private 
or informal situation affords the rich­
est and most fruitful opportunity for 
evangelism. The intimacy of the ex­
perience as a irhild and a close adult 
Christian friend meet God face to face 
is in itself most precious. No doubt 
many boys and girls can be led to a 
definite surrender to Christ by the 
devoted Sunday-school teacher.

When such results are obtained they 
should be reported to the pastor of 
the church, who in turn should take 
a vital interest in the establishment 
and development of that boy or girl 
in the Christian way of life.

Evangelistic services for children.
Occasionally, perhaps not oftener 

than once or twice a year, an evan­
gelistic service may be held in the 
Sunday school. Preparation should 
be made for such a service. Teachers 
should be informed of it in advance. 
They should lead up to it by class 
instruction and by personal work for 
a few  weeks prior to the date. If a 
church is equipped with enough rooms 
adequate in size for different groups, 
these services should not include too 
wide an age-range. Primary, Junior, 
and Intermediate departments can be 
united for such a service; or in some 
instances the Intermediate group 
should be included with the older 
boys and girls and even with the 
adults. Children of the Kindergarten 
Department are too small. They 
hinder rather than help in an evan­
gelistic service, and furtherm ore the 
presence of older ones often em­

barrasses the ones you  want most to 
reach. The message may be brought 
by a visiting evangelist, provided he 
possesses an aptitude for w ork with 
children. But at least occasionally it 
is well for the pastor to bring it him­
self. The message should be scrip­
tural. It should contain the eternal 
truth of G od ’s W ord. At the same 
time it should be simple. In the 
preaching of Jesus we have the ideal. 
By the simplest illustrations from  life 
and by stories of universal meaning 
He proclaimed the eternal truth to 
people of all ages and classes. Look, 
for instance, at the story of the 
Prodigal Son. It is so simple, so true 
to life, so easy to understand, and 
yet it conveys the deepest truths the 
mind can grasp. That is the kind of 
preaching children should hear. They 
will understand it too. The message 
should not be long— fifteen to twenty 
minutes. V ery naturally, it should 
end with an appeal that will melt the 
heart and m ove the will to action. It 
should be the intention of the speaker 
to produce an atmosphere of deep 
feeling, but it should not be high- 
pitched, exciting tension. Quiet, 
strong appeals should be made. 
Tender, m oving invitation songs 
should be sung. Personal w ork by 
teachers is desirable. Undue pressure 
is not good. If this service does not 
bear fruit the next will. The indi­
viduality of each child should be re­
spected. Choices made should be 
personal and voluntary. It is neither 
helpful nor necessary to do violence 
to any personality. W hen the call to 
the altar is ended, if there has been 
a response, there should be a prayer 
for all, in which all unite. Then each 
child should have some attention 
from  a worker. Let none be coerced. 
If the light does not com e to a soul 
he should not be urged to make a 
profession without experiencing a 
change of heart. Do not prolong the
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altar service unduly. When the effec­
tive work is complete let all stand 
and sing an appropriate song, such as 
‘W here He Leads M e I W ill Follow .”

Follow-up work.
Now the work is not complete when 

the altar service ends. Careful, pa­
tient guidance should be given to 
those children. If they have Chris­
tian parents, they will be a big aid; 
but if not, then their sole dependence 
is on the church workers. Therefore 
the follow-up work is as important as 
the preparation and the decision. In­
deed, the evangelistic service might 
prove to be even detrimental unless 
there is an adequate following through. 
It is little short of criminal to bring a 
boy or girl into spiritual life unless 
that life is to be sustained and nur­
tured until mature Christian char­
acter is developed. It is comparable 
to bringing a baby into this world to 
be left without care, without food, 
and without protection, to starve and 
die.

The teacher’s responsibility.
In all cases, and especially in homes 

that are not Christian, a large re­
sponsibility rests upon the Sunday- 
school teacher. That responsibility 
cannot be discharged in the thirty 
minutes occupied with teaching the 
lesson on Sunday. There must be 
some attention given to the need of 
each child. Time must be spent in 
prayer for him, calls must be made 
in his home. His parents should be 
awakened to their opportunity and 
their need. The child should feel that 
he has an example, a counselor, and 
a friend in his Sunday-school teacher.

The pastor’s responsibility.
The w ork of the teacher should be 

faithfully supplemented by the inter­
est and help of the pastor. A  personal 
knowledge of the child should be

gained. Often words of encourage­
ment should be spoken and calls 
should be made in the home of each 
child that has been converted.

Leading children into church m em ­
bership.

The progress of the young converts 
should be observed by the teacher 
and reported to the pastor. A t a 
given season of the year the pastor 
should gather those who give evidence 
of having received a definite experi­
ence of conversion and who are 
mature enough to understand, into a 
class for instruction in preparation 
for church membership. This class 
should meet once a week for several 
weeks, during which time the pastor 
should define the teachings of the 
church with regard to doctrine and 
practice. He should give the class 
clear instruction as to the meaning 
and responsibility of church member­
ship. The clim ax of the classwork 
should be to receive into church 
membership all who have responded 
satisfactorily.

Such w ork takes time and patience. 
Many pastors think they are too busy. 
They are only bypassing one of their 
great opportunities to build church 
membership and experience the un­
told joy  of seeing the fruit of their 
labors. These boys and girls will be 
saved from  wasted years. They will 
someday be the backbone of the 
church.

The ideal arrangement is to have 
the evangelistic service in the Sunday 
school during the fall revival, and to 
carry through the follow-up work 
until six or eight weeks before Easter. 
A bout that time organize the pastor’s 
class for instruction for church mem­
bership, and receive those who qualify 
into the church on Palm Sunday or 
Easter. Local conditions may not 
justify such a program every year. 
But in the larger churches there
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should be no difficulty in gathering 
a class of varying size annually.

The importance of this work.

Some may doubt the desirability of 
such a program in a church devoted 
to aggressive evangelism. They may 
feel that the future of such youthful 
members is too uncertain. They may 
hesitate lest the church be filled with 
those who do not have a vital ex­
perience. These attitudes should 
make all of us careful, but they 
should not discourage us in making 
every effort to save our boys and 
girls to the church. A  church with 
a vital spiritual program should give 
large place to the work with the 
youth of the church. In such a 
church they will either keep an ex­
perience and take their place in the 
active life of the church, or its spir­
itual emphasis will keep them under 
conviction until they will eliminate 
themselves. It is to be hoped that 
the eliminations will be few. The 
salvation of the church is not in ex­
cluding the youth but in keeping the 
whole organism alive and fervently 
spiritual. To be neglectful of our 
boys and girls is to lose them to the 
w orld and consent to their being lost 
forever. That there will be some 
percentage of loss at best one cannot 
deny. Nevertheless the percentage is 
not as high as among those who pro­
fess conversion after they have 
reached their majority [m aturity].

Furthermore, those who grow up 
around a spiritual church without 
accepting Christ often becom e hard­
ened by the very means of salvation 
offered them, and they are lost as the 
result of sheer indifference. The 
gospel is a savor of death unto death 
or of life unto life (II Cor. 2:16) . To 
obey is to be saved. To reject is to 
be lost. Thus we should put forth a 
supreme effort to persuade them to 
accept the gospel overtures in child­
hood and live by its teachings 
throughout life. A  very large ma­
jority of Christians were converted 
in youth. A  still larger m ajority of 
church leaders found Christ in their 
early years. These facts indicate 
clearly that if our evangelism does 
not reach the youth of the church, the 
church will ultimately fail in its mis­
sion; and those who should have been 
saved will be lost.

The church can find no way to 
carry on an aggressive program with­
out taking some risk. The way is 
hazardous however we travel. W e 
should anticipate the dangers and 
safeguard ourselves as much as pos­
sible. If we know the danger zones 
we can prepare for them. Certainly 
no way is m ore beset by peril than 
the way of extrem e conservatism. 
Every sincere Christian should share 
the burden of responsibility for the 
youth of the church. B y prayer, by 
faith, and by good works we should 
save a large per cent of our boys and 
girls for Christ and the church.

B i b l e  a n d  P s y c h i a t r y

While talking not too long ago with a psychiatrist I saw a Bible 
on his desk. When I referred to it he told me that it was in his hands 
every day. He had learned what many a minister has still to realize, 
and realizing to w ork out in his preaching, that the soundest and 
shrewdest psychology is to be found in the Bible.

— R o b e r t  J. M c C r a c k e n ,  in The Making 
of the Sermon  (Harper and Brothers)
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The Layman Looks at the Pulpit

By Nelson Bell

T t  i s  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  and we sit 
in the sanctuary, quietly and 

restfully. The setting is of minor 
importance. W hether severe in sim­
plicity or cathedral-like in beauty, 
no aesthetic or worshipful atmos­
phere can, of itself, supply the spir­
itual needs of mankind.

Only two kinds of people occupy 
the pews . . . those who have a sav­
ing relationship with Jesus Christ, 
and those who have not.

There are some in the pew today 
who feel that preaching has tended 
to complicate rather than to simplify 
the gospel message. By dealing so 
much with the fringe results of sin 
in disordered lives, it has obscured 
the basic need of every human heart.

The layman needs Biblical teach­
ing, and the average layman wants it. 
He needs a dynamic for daily living, 
not simply an ethic a little loftier than 
his own high aspirations. He needs 
as much to be told where he can get 
the power to do the thing he knows 
to be right as to be told what to do.

Looking over the Sunday morning 
congregation, made up of the re­
deemed and the unredeemed, we are 
moved to reflection. A re not hun­
dreds of sermons wasted, at least in 
part, because they are instructing 
non-Christians how to act like Chris­
tians?

The pew serves no good purpose 
when it contributes to an excessive 
sense either of ministerial insecurity 
or of security. Some occupants of 
the pew criticize their pastor, no mat­
ter how well he preaches or how 
faithfully he serves them. Others 
would gush over the preacher if he 
got up and repeated a nursery rhyme 
in a pleasing tone with soft modula­
tion.

The layman has a right to expect 
certain things from  the pulpit. W e 
would suggest five: simplicity, au­
thority, power, urgency, and oppor­
tunity for a decision.

(Editor's Note— This article is an excerpt from an 
editorial appearing in the October 29 issue of 
"Christianity Today." It w as written by  the ex­
ecutive editor of that new  m agazine on the evan­
gelica l front.)

S i n c e r i t y

He that negotiates between G od and man,
A s G od ’s ambassador, the grand concerns 
Of judgment and of m ercy, should beware 
Of lightness in his speech. ’Tis pitiful 
To court a grin, when you should w oo a soul;
To break a jest, when pity would inspire 
Pathetic exhortation; and to address 
The skittish fancy with facetious tales,
W hen sent with G od ’s commission to the heart.

— W m . C o w p e r
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the author's usual quality of expression 
and spiritual insight. (BH)

126 pages, cloth $1.50

T h e  S 
F ro m
By Ralj

Look**., 
quently l 
seven wc 
with tec 
Comfort, / 
Committc

53 pages

Start N O W  to Read These Hel
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

24 (120) The Preacher's M agazine



S e r m o n s  D u r i n g  t h e  E a s t e r  S e a s o n
Publications

greater insight and feeling
•  in your sermon preparation

nelson of the church year
T h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  C ro s s
By Samuel M. Zwemer

An ''old-timer'' back in print. Intensely 
devotional, thoroughly evangelical reading 
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poetry, hymns, illustrations. (BA)
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CRUSADE FOR SOULS

By V. H. Lewis*

=3

Thought for Today
There is one sure way to have a 

revival. Take a chair and kneel at it. 
Then take a piece of chalk and draw 
a circle around both yourself and the 
chair on the floor. Stay there until a 
revival breaks out in that circle.

— G y p s y  S m i t h

Gleanings from Soul Winners
It is said of the learned John Smith 

“ that he had resolved very much to lay 
aside other studies, and to travail in 
the salvation of m en’s souls, after 
whose good he most earnestly 
thirsted.” He said, “ I am a broken­
hearted man, not for myself, but on 
account of others. God has given me 
such a sign of the value of precious 
souls that I cannot live if souls are 
not saved. Oh, give me souls, or else 
I die!”

;Js ifi

David Brainerd could say of him­
self on more than one occasion, “ I 
cared not where or how  I lived, or 
what hardships I went through, so 
that I could but gain souls to Christ. 
W hile I was asleep I dreamed of these 
things; and, when I waked, the first 
thing I thought of was this great 
work. A ll m y desire was for the 
conversion of the heathen, and all my 
hope was in G od.”

’̂ Department of Evangelism.
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“ I would think it a greater happi­
ness,” said Matthew Henry, “ to gain 
one soul to Christ than mountains of 
silver and gold to myself. If I do not 
gain souls, I shall enjoy all other 
gains with very little satisfaction; and 
I would rather beg m y bread from  
door to door than undertake this great 
w ork.”

* * * * *

John Bunyan said, “ In my preach­
ing, I could not be satisfied unless 
some fruits did appear in my w ork.”

* * :Jc * *

Philip Doddridge, writing to a 
friend, remarked, “ I long for the con­
version of souls m ore sensibly than 
for anything beside. Methinks I could 
not only labor, but die for it with 
pleasure.”

* ❖ ❖ * ❖

The Halfway Covenant
In the Am erican colonies, around 

1710 to around 1730, the spiritual life 
was at a low  ebb. Churches had lost 
their early enthusiasm which they 
had obtained in their origination by 
the Puritans and the others who came 
to this country for religious freedom. 
But, in the period of time which I 
have mentioned, there was great 
spiritual loss and a laxity of rules and 
regulations. The colonists had now 
begun to turn their thoughts to the 
gaining of material things of this 
world.

W e gather from  the writings of Dr. 
Increase Mather and Dr. Cotton

The Preacher's M agazine



Mather and other religious leaders of 
that day that the affairs of God among 
men were in a period of decline. In 
the writings of Cotton Mather we read 
that the children of New England 
were the children of godly men, but 
that, while the fathers of these people 
had come for religious purposes that 
they might worship God, now the eyes 
of men were turned to the gaining of 
material things of the wrorld.

Quoting him in one sentence in 
which he dramatically says: “ Oh, 
degenerate New England, what art 
thou com e to at this day? How art 
those sins becom e com mon in thee 
that once were not so much as heard 
of in this land?”

In an effort to gain the attention of 
the people and turn their thoughts 
back toward God and the church, a 
number of the churches of New Eng­
land in an effort to persuade the par­
ents to present their children for 
baptism, introduced what became 
known as the “ halfway covenant.” It 
was a convenience intended for par­
ents who were not members of the 
church and who had no personal faith 
to enable them to bring their children 
into the church. A long with a rather 
vague faith in the truth of the Scrip­
tures, the parents promised to partake 
of the L ord ’s Supper as soon as they 
saw their way clear, and with this 
promise upon the part of the parents 
the churches then baptized the chil­
dren. But, after the children were 
baptized into the church, few  of the 
parents ever proceeded to carry out 
their part of the bargain, so “ the 
halfway covenant” never went any 
further than halfway, it seemed, in 
getting wandering people back into 
the fold of the church, which brings 
us to the realization today that to go 
only halfway is always fatal.

And while this “ halfway covenant” 
did not provide even a measure of
March, 1957

personal relationship with God and 
was only a matter of church relation­
ship, it failed even miserably there; 
for the rite of baptism did not convert 
the children and the parents felt they 
had washed their hands of responsi­
bility spiritually as to their children’s 
welfare by introducing them to the 
rite of baptism. B ut the continued 
godless influence in the home robbed 
even the ritual of any meaning and 
the ties of the church were not 
strengthened and the religion of the 
people was not uplifted.

As we, in this day and this age, 
face up to somewhat of a similar con­
dition in our generation of masses of 
people bent upon the gaining of the 
temporal things of the world, let us 
never fall into the fallacy of the half­
way covenant. The Church’s greatest 
glory and the times of her greatest 
attraction to men have been those 
times in the pages of history when 
the presence of the Holy Spirit was 
very real and the glory of God was 
upon His temple and the fervor of 
His presence shone in the hearts and 
the lives of His followers. Only when 
the Church has maintained a full 
covenant with God has she been able 
to exercise her God-given pow er to 
the uplift of men.

I am made thankful today for the 
great Church of the Nazarene, that 
preaches and proclaims the full gospel 
of salvation, the gospel that tells men 
the good news of conversion, the new 
birth; and tells them also of the full 
right of the converted soul to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit of God—  
carnality, inbred sin, cleansed from 
within. Only as a soul makes the 
full step and the complete covenant 
with the Master are the powers of sin 
shattered and the enslavement of sin 
removed. Jesus spoke well when He 
said, “ If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”
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How the Minister Reports and Pays His Social

Security Tax

(Third in series of four articles concerning Social Security for m inisters)

H ow should the ministers report and 
pay his Social Security tax after he 
has qualified himself to participate in 
the program by filing “ waiver” Form 
2031 with his District D irector of In­
ternal Revenue?

A fter the minister has signed the 
“ waiver,” his ministerial earnings for 
Social Security purposes are treated 
as self-employment income, even 
though such income may in fact be 
earned by him as an employee.

In addition to filing a “ U.S. Indi­
vidual Income Tax Return,” Form 
1040, he must also obtain, and file 
with the Form 1040, a Schedule C. 
(Form  1040), “ Profit (or Loss) from 
Business or Profession.” Page 3 of 
Schedule C (Form  1040) is used for 
the reporting of self-em ployment in­
come and the computation of self- 
employment tax.

If a minister has business or pro­
fessional income and expenses which 
involve the preparation of a profit and 
loss statement, he will also use page 1 
of Schedule C.

However, if the individual is an em­
ployee, he ordinarily shows the 
amount of his salary and honoraria on 
line 5, page 1, of Form 1040. If the 
gross amount is properly reducible by 
traveling, transportation, or reim ­
bursed expenses, he shows only the 
net amount on line 5 of Form  1040 and 
attaches to Form  1040 an explanatory 
statement showing the gross amount, 
the expenses, and the remaining net 
amount. If no other expenses are 
incurred in earning the income, the 
same net amount will also be entered

on line 28 ( c ) , page 3, of Schedule C 
and no amounts will be shown on page 
1 of Schedule C.

On the other hand, if other expenses 
are incurred in earning the income, 
and deductions for such expenses 
woidd be allowable if item ized on 
page 2 of Form  1040, the net amount 
to be entered on line 28 (c) of 
Schedule C will be com puted by sub­
tracting the amount of such other ex­
penses from  the amount entered on 
line 5 of Form 1040. This com puta­
tion also should be shown in a state­
ment, to be attached to the return, 
explaining the amount on line 28 ( c ) . 
The amount of self-em ploym ent tax 
will be shown both on line 34 of 
Schedule C and on line 15 of Form 
1040.

The amount of tax to be paid for the 
taxable year 1956 is 3 per cent of the 
net ministerial income. The minister 
must have at least $400.00 net annual 
income before he can pay any Social 
Security tax. In no case should an 
individual pay the Social Security 
Tax on more than $4,200.00 net an­
nual income.

Should income be from  more than 
one source, income from  covered 
wages takes precedence over self- 
em ployed earnings. A n example: A  
minister has a part-time job  working 
for wages covered by Social Security. 
He receives $2,000.00 annually from  
this job. His em ployer deducts 2 per 
cent from  his wages each pay period 
for Social Security and matches this 
amount with another 2 per cent, mak­
ing a total of 4 per cent. He also
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receives $3,000.00 net annually for 
performances of services as a min­
ister. This is treated as self-em ployed 
income on which he pays 3 per cent. 
However, since both incomes total 
more than $4,200.00 he can pay the 
3 per cent self-em ployed tax on only 
$2,200.00 instead of the $3,000.00 he 
actually received.

Summary: The minister pays his 
Social Security tax once each year 
along with his federal income tax. 
This is paid between January 1 and 
April 15 for the preceding year. He 
pays only on his net ministerial in­
come. Net ministerial income is gross 
ministerial income less expenses in­
curred in earning that income.

Copies of Form 1040 and of Sched­
ule C (Form  1040) may be obtained 
from  any district director and from  
many post offices and banks. Offices 
of the Revenue Service will also be 
able to provide any additional in­
formation or specific answers to ques­
tions that may be raised.
N ote: Federal income tax blanks line 
numbers in this article apply to the
1955 Income Tax Form  1040, as the
1956 forms were not available at 
the time of this writing. However, 
the same principle is involved in each 
year’s blanks.

B O A R D  OF PENSIONS 
T. W . W i l l i n g h a m  
E xecutive Secretary

INFORMATION ON WILLS

By John Stockton*

Part I

W h a t  I s  a  W i l l ?

A  will is a document which pro­
vides the manner in which property 
is to be distributed after the maker 
of the will has passed away. The law 
of the state in which you  live grants 
every person in your state the privi­
lege of making a will, and the laws of 
that state also provide how  a will 
must be made.

W h o  M a y  M a k e  a  W i l l ?

First, a person making a will must 
be of age unless a special statute 
lowers the age limit.

Two, the law requires that a person 
making a will must be of sound mind 
and disposing memory.

Three, a person making a will must 
be free from  im proper influences.

^General Treasurer.

H ow  Is a  W i l l  M a d e ?

A  will must be in writing. In nine­
teen states a will entirely in your own 
handwriting and dated is legal pro­
vided it is obvious it is a will and 
not an informal letter or memoran­
dum. If a will is printed it must be 
witnessed. Most of the states require 
only two witnesses but some of them 
require three; and in order to be safe, 
it is better to have three witnesses. It 
is easier to find two of them, which 
is sufficient in most states in case they 
are to be called in court as witnesses.

A  will must be dated and properly 
signed by the testator. The witnesses 
should be told that it is a will and 
that they are signing as witnesses to 
a will, but it is not necessary for them 
to know the content. If the will is 
typed and any of these formalities
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required by law are not adhered to, 
the paper is not a will and no court 
can accept it as such.

M a y  a  W i l l  B e  C h a n g e d ?

Yes, as often as the testator desires. 
Changes are usually made by a simple 
written addition called a “ codicil.” 
However, any change must be made 
with the same formalities as the law 
requires for making the will.

F o r  H o w  L o n g  I s  a  W i l l  G o o d ?

A  will is good until it is changed 
or revoked. Changes in circum ­
stances after a will has been made, 
such as tax laws, marriages, births or 
deaths in the family, divorces, or even 
a substantial change in the nature or 
amount of a person’s property, may 
make it necessary to change a will. 
A lso if a person moves to another 
state, he should check with a lawyer 
to see if his will should be changed.

D o e s  a  W i l l  I n c r e a s e  P r o b a t e  E x ­
p e n s e ?

No. If a will is properly drawn and 
executed according to the law, it can 
lessen probate expense. In case a 
person has no will, the probate court 
must determine who the legal heirs 
are, and then cause someone, who is 
appointed, to distribute the estate to 
them. A  will can save both money 
and trouble for the deceased’s family, 
if it is prepared by a lawyer who is 
trained in all phases of the law.

H ow  L a r g e  a n  E s t a t e  Is N e c e s s a r y  
To J u s t i f y  a  W i l l ?

If you own a home or have as much 
as a $1,000.00 worth of property of 
any kind, you have an estate large 
enough to benefit by making a will.

H ow  C a n  I  M a k e  a  W i l l  D i s p o s i n g  
o f  M y  P r o p e r t y  W h e n  I t  I s  S o  U n ­
c e r t a i n  H ow  M u c h  P r o p e r t y  I  W i l l  
H a v e  a t  M y  D e a t h ?

After making provision for just 
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debts, you can leave your bequests on 
a percentage basis.

M a y  a  P e r s o n  D i s p o s e  o f  H i s  P r o p ­
e r t y  i n  A n y  W a y  H e  D e s i r e s  B y  
M a k i n g  a  W i l l ?

Almost, but not quite. A  married 
man cannot com pletely exclude his 
wife. Neither can a married woman 
com pletely exclude her husband. 
There are a few  other restrictions 
which a lawyer could explain at the 
time you have the will drawn.

W h a t  H a p p e n s  W h e n  Y o u  F a i l  t o  
M a k e  a  W i l l ?

If you  fail to make a will, your 
property will be distributed by your 
state in which you reside without any 
consideration for what you might have 
wanted done. Those who have young 
children or grandchildren should 
never be negligent about making a 
will, and in case they die without one, 
the law gives the property to the 
children how ever young, necessitating 
the expense of an administrator and 
the cost of a bond and guardianship, 
etc. It is necessary for the guardian 
to apply to the court for every change 
in investment in the property, and 
this procedure will continue until the 
youngest child reaches twenty-one 
years of age. A  will could have 
avoided such expense and at least 
designated the person who is to be 
the guardian, giving him proper 
power to act, if a guardian should be 
necessary.

W h o  W i l l  M a n a g e  Y o u r  E s t a t e ?

If you make a will you  may name 
the person whom  you want to manage 
your estate during the period of ad­
ministration. If you do not make a 
will, probate court w ill appoint some­
one whom  you yourself might not 
have selected. A n  executor of a will 
derives his pow er to manage the 
property from the wording in the will,
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which under supervision of the 
court guides and directs him. If there 
is no will the administrator appointed 
by the court derives his pow er from 
the court which guides and directs 
him in managing, disposing of, and 
distributing the property. Directions 
of the court to the administrator are 
never oral, but the administrator must 
file a written application in court for 
advice on every question he wants 
answered. For example, if there is 
not sufficient cash on hand, he can­
not sell any real property to pay debts 
of the estate without obtaining an 
order from the court to do so. He 
cannot make distribution without ob ­
taining permission of all the heirs, and 
an order from  the court. There are 
many other examples. Each request 
to the court is a proceeding which 
requires notice to each heir, a hearing 
(unless all a g ree ), which causes extra 
expense of court costs, stenographers, 
and attorney fees, in addition to the 
time the administrator must devote to 
the task. A ll of the m oney represent­
ing this extra expense and loss of 
time, incurred by failure to leave a 
will, might very w ell have been be­
queathed to charity, or members of 
the family who would not share under 
the law. In other words, it repre­
sents an expense and loss o f effort 
that go to no useful purpose.

D o e s  a  W i l l  R e d u c e  I n h e r i t a n c e  
a n d  O t h e r  T a x e s ?

Yes. A  properly prepared will may 
reduce the taxes that have to be paid. 
Many wills written without consider­
ation of recent federal tax laws 
should be re-exam ined with reference 
to tax problems, and only a lawyer 
who knows both the law regarding 
the will and the federal and state tax 
laws can give safe advice. The trust 
under your will may be the means of 
passing many more dollars along to 
your family than is possible under

your present plan— dollars that might 
otherwise be paid in taxes. For ex­
ample, if you set up a trust under 
your will, your property will be taxed 
at your death but will completely 
exclude federal tax at the death of 
your wife if she is your beneficiary. 
The taxable estate comprises tax for 
everything you own, including your 
life insurance and jointly owned prop­
erty. However, there is tax exem p­
tion of the estate that does not exceed 
$60,000.00. If your estate would be 
above $60,000.00 a married person may 
split his estate for tax purposes. 
H ow ever you should confer with a 
lawyer and see that this is properly 
done in order to obtain the tax ex­
emption.

(To be continued next month)

Help! Help! Help!

Increasingly the subscribers to P r e a c h ­
e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e  are keeping their volumes 
each year and in many cases are having 
them bound for permanent use. Since 
the inauguration of the yearly index the 
magazines are of great value.

We are receiving requests from those 
who lose an issue or two and want to 
fill out their volume for binding. We 
are also having new subscribers who 
are asking for back volumes if and when 
they are available.

If you are about to discard your copies 
of the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e  please get 
in touch with us. We shall have you 
send them to us or in some cases give 
you the name and address of someone 
who needs desperately just what you 
have. This applies to several volumes 
or just a few issues. Help us all you 
can.

— E d i t o r
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The Curtis Reprint

By J. Kenneth Grider'

Ol i n  A l f r e d  C u r t i s ’  The Christian 
Faith has long been unobtainable, 

and yet in much demand. N ow it has 
been made available by Kregel at 
$5.95. It is an exceedingly important 
volum e for us in the Arminian- 
Wesleyan tradition.

Curtis’ originality captivates you. 
His logic convinces you. His depth 
of commitment to Christ inspires you. 
His love for his subject interests you. 
His use of the first person all the way 
through makes you feel that he is 
intimate with you during the whole 
journey, and not only in the preface—  
to which most scholars limit their per­
sonal remarks. The systematized 
character of his thought, in which all 
the doctrines cohere, makes you sure 
that, after all, theology is the queen 
of the sciences. Y ou  rem ember being 
told that he spent whole nights in 
prayer, seeking the Lord ’s guidance 
in certain doctrinal areas. So you 
pursue him on and on, from  one 
teaching to another, intent upon what 
God will say to you through this 
praying theologian who, though dead, 
yet speaks in this his magnum opus.

No wonder this volume has been in 
wide use among holiness people since 
it first appeared in 1905. No wonder 
Dr. S. S. White, who majored under 
Dr. Curtis at Drew Seminary, con­
siders it the best one-volum e state­
ment of theology. No wonder I was 
offered twenty dollars for m y copy 
by a professor in an Eastern uni­
versity.

The air you breathe here is that of 
Bostonian personalism— Kantianism

^Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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by way of Bowne. This is shown 
by Curtis’ beginning with man in­
stead of God, the Trinity being the 
last doctrine treated; and by his pas­
sion for the moral, running through­
out. He is especially Kantian when 
he says, “ Deeds are m oral . . . only 
when they express a man’s own con­
ception of duty, . . .” (p. 61). Yet 
he amalgamates that with the Chris­
tian view  when he continues: “ . . . o r  
his own feeling of moral love. . . .” 
(Ib id .). W hen you see only two 
scripture quotes in the first 150 pages, 
one incidental (p. 91) and the other 
not distinctively a Christian one since 
it is Paul’s quote from  a heathen poet 
(p. 147), you think there is more 
dependence on Kant and Bow ne than 
on Paul and John. But as you con­
tinue to read you  find m ore of a 
Biblical buttress.

Curtis is generally conservative, 
but bursts the boundaries at some 
points. For one thing, he is a theistic 
evolutionist and not a creationist 
(pp. 7-13). Also, he opposes the con­
servative view  of the Bible. He says, 
“ In a word, the Bible is authority on 
redem ption” (p. 174). Then he adds: 
“ It follows from  what has been said 
that the Bible is not a final authority 
upon any scientific question” (p. 174). 
He also writes, “ Even on matters not 
scientific, absolute inerrancy in the 
Bible is not required, provided the 
portrait of Christ, the facts and doc­
trines of redemption, and the prin­
ciples of Christian conduct are 
supplied in sufficiency for the Chris­
tian conscience” (p. 175). In this 
the door is opened for mistake upon
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mistake in our Bible. Does one find 
the Book wrong? Oh, but that is not 
on an important matter. Discard 
that, and there is still enough to lead 
us to salvation. But wait! Discard 
that which is not directly related to 
redemption and what is to assure you 
of the B ible’s authority on redemp­
tion? What archaeologist ever found 
anything with pick and shovel to sup­
port, say, the atonement? A rchaeolo­
gists corroborate Scripture on factual, 
historic, scientific matters. But if 
those are insignificant, one would 
think Dr. A lbright and others would 
go and do a useful job— like tunneling 
out cities for subway systems.

Another teaching hardly conserva­
tive is his view that so much is ac­
complished in the intermediate state. 
He writes, “ W e cannot allow any 
theologian to make out that the inter­
mediate state is a useless pause on the 
way to glory. Something, in that 
state, must take place of everlasting 
value” (p. 396). For one thing, in­
fants there accept Christ as their own 
Saviour. He says, “ In the inter­
mediate state all these children come 
to full personal experience just as 
surely as our children do in this life” 
(p. 404). For adults it is “ . . . the 

university where the education for 
eternal brotherhood is com pleted” 
(p. 456). One wonders how  those 
entering it the day before the Second

Coming would receive fair treatment.
Curtis seems to teach Christian 

perfection as we in the holiness m ove­
ment do, as he follows W esley point 
by point. But he teaches that one 
might receive that experience without 
crisis. A fter showing that one re­
ceives it by crisis he writes: “ I can 
conceive of another way of obtaining 
Christian perfection in love” (p. 392). 
The “ other w ay” which he suggests 
as at least “ a theoretical possibility,” 
and as a method used by “ a few  of the 
saints,” is the purely gradual one. 
Since inbred sin is a condition 
cleansed all at once by the fiery bap­
tism with the Holy Spirit, is a work 
of the Almighty, and is only received 
instantaneously in Scripture, we in 
the holiness movement would not be­
lieve in the possibility of any piece­
meal entire sanctification.

But in spite of a few  tendencies 
toward the liberal viewpoint, which 
had so worm ed its way into the 
thought patterns of Curtis’ day, and 
regardless of the somewhat theoretical 
point which we in the holiness m ove­
ment would not make room for, we 
have in this one-volum e systematic 
theology an ingenious, forthright, 
W esleyan statement. A long with the 
treatments of H. Orton W iley and
A. M. Hills, it should— and now can—- 
find its way into the libraries of our 
ministers everywhere.

It Really Happened—
The pastor had had his vote and a few people voted against him. 

The next Sunday he was having a baptismal service. It was the 
first one his young daughter had ever observed. lust as he was 
about to immerse the first candidate, his little daughter stood up in 
the seat by her mother, the pastor's wife, and screamed, "Oh, no, 
Daddy, not her. She's not one of the ones that voted against you !"

— B. V. Seals
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New Policy for Subscriptions

With the beginning of the new year 
a new policy with regard to subscrip­
tions to P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e  was put 
into effect. Heretofore subscriptions 
have been discontinued when they ex ­
pired. This has resulted in considerable 
inconvenience to pastors who through 
oversight let their subscriptions expire, 
thus missing one or two copies and thus 
breaking the continuity of their volumes. 
Increasingly, pastors are keeping files of 
the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e  for future use. 
The yearly index makes this plan of 
value to the busy pastor.

In order to help our subscribers at this 
point and to cut down on the cost and 
effort of renewing subscriptions, the 
Publishing House has set up a “ Con­
tinuous Subscription Plan.” This means 
that at the time a subscription would 
expire the subscriber is simply billed for

the new year. This is entered on his 
regular charge account at the Publishing 
House. Copies will be sent in order 
without a break.

In order to do this, we should have a 
statement from each present subscriber 
that he is in agreement with this plan. 
A  post card will do it. Just state, “ Place 
my subscription to the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a ­
z i n e  on the continuous basis and bill me 
each year at expiration time.” Do it 
before the time of expiration and it will 
save confusion. Of course, a subscrip­
tion may be discontinued at any expira­
tion date by so notifying the Publishing 
House. Hence, we feel the plan will 
have no drawbacks and yet will accom ­
modate your publishers as well as being 
a convenience to many of the subscribers. 
We hope that you will be one who will 
like the plan.

Our Readers Say . . .

“ I receive the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e  
each month and have yet to find a pub­
lication for the ministry that is as worth­
while as this. I truly think that each 
copy is worth the price of the entire 
subscription.”

A. W. R.—Minnesota

“ Please permit me to congratulate 
those who have a part in the publica­
tion of the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e . Every 
issue is a fresh blessing and a new 
means of inspiration.

“ The sections on new books are es­
pecially helpful, since we who are far 
from good holiness bookrooms have so 
little opportunity to acquaint ourselves 
with the new books.”

H. E. B.—Oregon

“ I received my copy of the P r e a c h ­
e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  today. I was glad to get 
it because I enjoy the articles and also 
the ‘Sermon of the Month.’

“ I feel that this is a very good maga­
zine and is meeting a need in our church 
today. I have read other similar maga­
zines and feel that our own is one of 
the best.”

L. A.—Kansas

“ I have taken the P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a ­
z i n e  for nearly twenty years. I have 
always enjoyed it, and it has always 
been very helpful. However, it is my 
humble opinion that the present one is, 
by far, the best ever published. A t least
I get more help along every line.”

R. E. L.—West Virginia
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SERMON WORKSHOP

Contributed by Nelson Mink*

S e r m o n  A m m u n i t i o n

Christ and the Castes
1. High Caste, N i c o d e m u s , John 3
2. Low Caste, S a m a r i t a n  W o m a n , 

John 4
3. Downcast, I n f i r m  M a n , John 5
4. Outcast, B l i n d  M a n , John 9 

Afterglow Religion
’ ’Our fathers worshipped in this moun­
tain . . (John 4:20).

The Whole Deity Comes in to Sanc­
tify

“ . . . and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him” (John 
14:23).

Four Characteristics of the Church 
(I Cor. 1:2)

1. ‘‘Sanctified in Christ,” viewpoint of 
experience

2. “ Called to be saints,” viewpoint of 
character

3. “All . . .  in every place,” viewpoint 
of universality

4. “ Their Lord and ours,” viewpoint 
of unity

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n

When the family returned from the 
Sunday morning service Father criticized 
the sermon, Daughter thought the choir’s 
singing was atrocious, Mother found 
fault with the organist’s playing, but the 
subject had to be dropped when the 
small boy of the family piped up, “ But 
it was a mighty good show for a nickel, 
don’t you think. D ad?”— O a k l a n d , 
M a r y l a n d , N a z a r e n e  B u l l e t i n .

W o r k

If you would like to leave footprints 
in the sands of time, you had better 
wear work shoes.—  H e n r y  F. H e n r i c h s , 
Sunshine Magazine.

* Pastor, Waco, Texas.

March, 1957

H ow N o t  t o  P r a y  

And there was the tired secretary who 
closed her prayer with these words: 
“Awaiting your early reply, I am sin­
cerely yours.”

J o h n  D. R o c k e f e l l e r  S a i d :

“ I never would have been able to 
tithe the first million dollars I made if 
I had not tithed my first salary, which 
was $1.50 a week.”

S e n t e n c e -  S e r m o n s

“Experience is a wonderful teacher, 
but the only difficulty is that you get 
the examinations before you get the 
lessons.

“A  Christian is one who feels the 
grace he cannot express, but the hypo­
crite is one who expresses what he can­
not feel.

“ I know the Bible is divinely inspired 
because it finds me at a greater depth 
of my being than any other book.

“ If you ’re always longing for the 
‘good old days,’ try reading these items 
by oil lamp.”— F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , 
A n g l e s e a , N e w  J e r s e y .

“ So live that your autograph will be 
wanted, not your fingerprints.”

“ No one ever gets lost on a straight 
road.”

“An atheist’s most embarrassing m o­
ment is when he feels profoundly thank­
ful for something, but can’t think of 
anyone to thank for it.”— Sunshine 
Magazine.

“ This is an aspirin age— only half 
alive.”
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F o u r  T h i n g s  W r o n g

1. The Church is out of place. She is 
waiting for her Lord to come any time 
and take her to the great marriage with 
the Bridegroom.

2. The Jew is out of place. He belongs 
in Palestine, where he is to finally be the 
head of the nations (Jer. 23 :5-8).

3. The devil is out of his place. He 
is “ running to and fro.” Will later be in­
carcerated forever. Then peace will 
reign.

4. The King is out of place. (Matt. 
2 :2 ). Christ came as King, but Caesar 
was chosen in His place. Now after 2,000 
years of self-chosen kings, the world is 
tired. The rightful Heir to David’s 
throne is coming yet to reign.

—  R e v . E d w a r d  D r e w

R e a s o n s ?

1. “ I work so hard all week that when 
Sunday comes . . .

2. “When I was a boy I was made to 
go to church three times on Sunday, 
and so now . . .

3. “ Company came just as we were 
about ready . . .

4. “ I came twice and not a soul spoke 
to me . . .”

— F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , 
W a t h e n a , K a n s a s

P l a y  S a f e

To drink and drive, and still survive, 
my friend, the safer scheme is to pour 
the liquor in your tank, and drink the 
gasoline.— Rock Island Safety Council.

G e n e r a l  T h e m e —" C h r i s t —t h e  A l p h a  a n d  O m e g a "
(Sermon Series)

1. Introductory Message: “ Christ— 
the Beginning and the End”

2. A  “ Christ- G od’s Am en” (Rev. 3:14;
1:5)

3. B “ Christ— the Bread of L ife” (John
6:48)

4. C “ Christ— the Chosen of G o  d”
(Luke 23:35)

5. D “ Christ— Dayspring from on High”
(Luke 1:78)

6. E “ C h r i s  t—Emancipator of t h e
Bound” (Luke 13:11-17)

7. F “ Christ— Friend of Sinners” (Luke
7:43)

8. G “ Christ— the G o o d  Shepherd”
(John 10:11)

9. H “ Christ—Horn of S a l v a t i o n ”
(Luke 1:69)

10. I “ Christ— I A m ” (John 8:58)
11. J “ Christ—Judge of A ll Nations”

(Matt. 25:31-46)
12. K  “ Christ—King of Kings” (I Tim.

6:15)
13. L “ Christ— the Light of the W orld”

(John 8:12)
14. M “ Christ—Man of Sorrows” (Isa.

53:3)
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15. N “ Christ— the Nazarene” (Matt.
2:23)

16. O “ Christ— Our Passover” (I Cor.
5:7)

17. P “ Christ—Perpetual S a m e n e s s ”
(Heb. 13:8)

18. Q “ Christ— Q u e n c h e r  of Fear”
(Luke 12:32)

19. R “ Christ—Rock of Offense” (Isa.
8:14)

20. S “ Christ— Shiloh” (Gen. 49:10)
21. T “ Christ—T e a c h e r  Come from

G od” (John 3:2)
22. U “ Christ— U n iv e r s a l  S a v io u r ”

(I Tim. 4:10)
23. V  “ Christ—Vindicator of the Law ”

(Matt. 5:17)
24. W “ Christ—W  o r k e r  of Miracles”

(John 11:47)
25. X  “ Christ— E x -r  e s i d e n t of the

Grave” (Matt. 28:6)
26. Y  “ Christ—Yokem ate” (Matt. 11:29,

30)
27. Z “ Christ— Zion’s Founder” (Isa. 14:

32; Col. 1:18)
— M. C. G a r r i s o n  

Natchez, Mississippi
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F o o d  fo r  M i n d  a n d  H e a r t

V a l u e  o f  M a n  

Not too long ago the worth of a man 
was computed at 98 cents, based on the 
chemical content of his body.

Now, with atomic power in view, this 
is all changed. Someone has figured that 
the atoms in the human body will pro­
duce 11,400,000 kilowatts of power per 
pound, provided they could be har­
nessed. On this basis of computation, 
a man weighing 150 pounds is worth 
$85,500,000,000.

—  H b :n r y  F. H e n r i c h s ,  
Sunshine Magazine 

$ *  *  *  *

S e l f i s h n e s s  

Two very young boys climbed on a 
small hobbyhorse. After a few minutes, 
one said to the other, “ If one of us got 
off, I could ride better.”— H e n r y  F. 
H e n r i c h s , Sunshine Magazine.

a|e $  *  3|c $

F a i t h  U n l i m i t e d

Be like that bird that, halting i?i his 
flight

Awhile in boughs so light,
Feels them give way beneath him, and 

yet sings,
Knowing that he hath wings.

— V i c t o r  H u g o

W o r k

There are three types of people: 
the few  who make things happen, the 
many who watch things happen, and 
the big m ajority who have no idea 
what has happened.

-—Speed Q ueen N ews

F e n c e s

When we build fences to keep others 
out, erect barriers to keep others down, 
deny to them freedom which we our­
selves enjoy and cherish most, we keep 
ourselves in, hold ourselves down, and 
the barriers we erect against others be ­
come prison bars to our own souls. 
— B e n j a m i n e  M a y s , Christian Advocate.

L a w s

Some fellow' has figured that we have 
35,000,000 laws trying to enforce the 
Ten Commandments.— H e n r y  F. H e n ­
r i c h s , Sunshine Magazine.

P u s h - P u l l

Respect an outside pull— ’twill help 
turn many a trick; but it’s the inside 
push that really makes us click!—H e n r y  
F .  H e n r i c h s , Sunshine Magazine.

M i s f o r t u n e

The longer you dwell on your mis­
fortunes, the greater is their power to 
harm you (S e lected ).

The test of courage comes when 
we are in the minority; the test of 
tolerance comes when we are in the 
m ajority (S e lected ).

* * * * *
P e a c e

He that would live in peace and at ease 
must not speak all he knows, nor judge 
all he sees.— B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n .

* * * * *
L e a d e r s h i p

You cannot lead anyone else farther 
than you have gone yourself (Se­
lected) .

C o n v i c t i o n

The man who cannot settle in his mind 
Where he should stand, but merely 

stays astride 
The fence, is certain in the end to 

prove
Himself of little worth to either side.

But he alone will be of value who, 
Though sometimes pressure may be 

brought to bear,
Knows in his heart where he should 

stand arid then,
Despite the consequence, stands 

firmly there.
—  I n e z  C l a r k  T h o r s o n

Selected by the Editor
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PREACHING PROGRAM
for March

March 3, 1957 
Morning Subject: POWER TRANSFORMATION

S c r i p t u r e :  Rom. 12:1-11; T e x t :  Rom. 12:1-11
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  N o  matter how pow erful an automobile engine, its 

power must be transferred to the wheels before there is progress. 
There is a striking similarity in the spiritual world. The double- 
minded person is unstable— powerless.

I. P roper  E v a l u a t io n  of  S elf  (Rom. 12: 3)
A. Place yourself alongside of Jesus (Phil. 3:10; 2 :5 -8 ).
B. True greatness finds its roots in humility.
C. Complete consecration coupled together with faith for the 

sanctifying power will transform the heart and life.
II. P r o p e r  E s t i m a t i o n  o f  O t h e r s

A. In social life (Rom. 12:10, 18, 20).
B. In service to others Christian ethics should govern 

(Rom. 12:17).
I I I .  P r o p e r  S e n s i t i v i t y  T o w a r d  G o d

A. Awareness of the importance of His least commands.
B. Sensitivity toward G od ’s cause in the matter of soul winning.

— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r ,  Pastor 
Nampa, Idaho

Evening Subject: FORSAKEN NETS
S c r i p t u r e :  Mark 1:16-22; T e x t :  Mark 1:18
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The insight we get from  reading the New Testament 

is that to follow  Christ should be one’s main vocation. Every 
other task should be subsidiary to it. Describe the fishing industry 
of Galilee to show the picture of the disciples leaving their nets to 
follow  Jesus.

I. T h e  C a l l  (Mark 1 :17).
A. God has always been looking for men to follow  Him and work 

for Him. Perhaps that is why He chose hard-working 
fishermen.

B. Observe the drawing pow er of Jesus. A ll men are drawn to 
Him, but many resist.

II. T h e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s
A. To hesitate is to be lost. Conviction should motivate accept­

ance.
B. Mistaken values cause men to postpone their salvation.

Jesus is the most important Personage in the universe.
I I I .  T h e  C e r t a i n t i e s

A. First think of the uncertainties of life outside of Christ.
B. Certain blessings are in the offing for the yielded soul. 

C o n c l u s i o n :  The life of “ forsaken nets” pays great dividends.
— R a y m o n d  C .  K r a t z e r
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March 10, 1957

S c r i p t u r e :  Acts 4:31-33; T e x t :  Acts 1:8
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The word “ activated” denotes vigor, life, and power.

The need of the world today is an “ activated Christianity.”
Let us discuss three things.

I. A  L i s t l e s s  C h u r c h
A. In spite of widespread revival spirit, the church is listless.
B. The church is unconcerned about the shocking evils about us. 

Illustration: G overnor Martin of Pennsylvania said, “ The 
trouble with our country is not our laws. It is a lack of 
true religion.”

I I . A  L a t e n t  S o c i e t y
A. The world of people about us are loaded with possibilities.
B. Christian people should see people in the light of their poten­

tial.
I I I .  A  L i s t e n i n g  G o d

A. God is waiting for the full consecration of His Church.
B. His Holy Spirit is eager to be outpoured upon those who 

“ tarry until.”
— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r

Morning Subject: ACTIVATED CHRISTIANITY

Evening Subject: DISCOVERING GOD
S c r i p t u r e :  John 17:1-5; T e x t :  John 17:3
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The existence of God needs no proof. But the dis­

covery of God needs to be emphasized. Each person should strive
to find God in a new and fresh way in his own heart.

I. D i s c o v e r i n g  G o d  i n  P e r s o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e

A. W e can know that God has touched our hearts in saving power 
(Rom. 8:16-17).

B. The sincere seeker may find God through the application of 
the promises (I John 1 :9 ).

C. Children of God have the family trait and seek to maintain 
the family honor.

I I .  D i s c o v e r i n g  G o d  i n  I n t i m a t e  F e l l o w s h i p

A. The Transfiguration experience for the three disciples was 
exceedingly precious.

B. Each person may discover that God desires to share with you 
in favorable circumstances and in difficult situations too 
(Ps. 37:4; Ps. 27:13).

I I I .  D i s c o v e r i n g  G o d  i n  C h a l l e n g i n g  P a r t n e r s h i p

A. W e may be “ workers together with G od” (II Cor. 6 :1 ).
Illustration: Members of a family share in the work of the 
home.

B. W e are workers with God in the “ household of faith.”
— R a y m o n d  C . K r a t z e r
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March 17, 1957

S c r ip t u r e : Gen. 18 :16 -3 3 ; T e x t : Gen. 1 8 :1 4
In t r o d u c t io n : The outstanding Bible character who exemplifies faith 

at its highest is Abraham.
I. T h e  A dventu res  of  F a it h

A. Think of the aspect of faith in relationship to Abraham ’s leav­
ing his native land and home.

B. It takes “ crusading faith” to venture for God.
II. T h e  D e n ia l s  of F a it h

A. Abraham ’s decision concerning Lot and the herdsmen.
B. Choices in the hour of crisis shows a man’s character.

III. T h e  I m p o ss ib l e  M a y  B e A c c o m p l ish e d  T h r o u g h  F a it h  
Illustration: The birth of Isaac.

IV . T h e  S a c r if ic e s  of  F a it h
A. Abraham staggered not at sacrificing Isaac.
B. W e know God has a purpose behind each command.

V . T h e  T r iu m p h  of F a it h

A. The returns for Abraham are still coming in.
B. God is challenging us to take the long view  of the life of faith.

— R a y m o n d  C. K ratzer

Morning Subject: CRUSADING FAITH

Evening Subject: THE OFFENSE OF THE CROSS

S c r ip t u r e : Rom. 10 :8 -1 3 ; T e x t : Rom. 9 :3 3
In t r o d u c t io n : In Gal. 5 :1 1 , Paul speaks about the “ offence o f the 

cross.” Primarily this means that salvation can only com e through 
the sacrifice of Christ. It implies that the cross is not to be con­
sidered just an ornament, but a sym bol of death to self and an 
obedience to the way of life it represents.

I. T h e  P a r t ia l  D isc ip l e

A. Partial disciples follow  Jesus up to a point. New light, new 
denials, new duties cause them to quit.

B. The Christian life is one of surprises. Instant obedience brings 
delight and strength.

II. T h e  S t u m b l in g  D isc ip l e
A. Jesus first draws men, then surprises them by His requests, 

then repels them, if they refuse to obey His will (Rom. 9 :3 3 , 
te x t ) .

B. Many disciples, when faced with the rigors of the Christian’s 
life, stumble and fall.

III. T h e  R e a l is t ic  D isc ip l e

A. The true disciple faces things as they are.
B. The bitterness of the Cross is changed into glory (I Cor. 1 :1 8 ) .

— R a y m o n d  C .  K r a t z e r
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March 24, 1957

S c r i p t u r e :  Ps. 40:1-5; T e x t :  Ps. 40:3
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  It is estimated that there are six million pianos out of 

tune in Am erica, but no one knows the number of people who are 
out of tune. A  harmonious life is the result of a harmonious heart 
in tune with the pitch of heaven.

I. T h e  H a r m o n y  o f  H e a v e n

A. David talks about the “ new song” in his mouth. This new 
song does not com e from  “ Tin Pan A lley” but from  heaven.

B. Heaven is the highest example of harmony. No discord.
I I .  T h e  H a r m o n y  o f  t h e  H e a r t

A. The gospel broke upon the world on the wings of a song 
(Luke 2:13-14).

B. Christian experience results in heart harmony (Ps. 40 :3 ). 
There is m elody even when under pressure (Acts 16: 25).

I I I .  T h e  H a r m o n y  o f  H o l i n e s s

A. Heart holiness helps in making life ’s adjustments.
B. Many will see a wholesom e life and “ trust in G od” (text).

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Morning Subject: A  TUNEFUL LIFE

Evening Subject: THE W A Y  OF DEMAS

S c r i p t u r e :  II T i m .  4:1-10; T e x t :  II T im .  4:10
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Demas was a fine w orker with Paul. He is mentioned 

twice with honor as an influential member o f the church. H ow ­
ever, the last com mentary we have of him is that of a backslider. 
Many have gone his way.

I. T h e  P r o v i d e n c e s  o f  G o d

A. Think of the wonderful environment of Demas— association 
with Paul.

B. One day, however, the desire for worldly gain overwhelm ed 
him. Regular self-examination is necessary to fidelity.

II. T h e  P u l l  o f  t h e  W o r l d

A. It is easy to get caught in the pull of worldliness.
B. A void  the appearance of evil.

III. T h e  P a t h  o f  S a f e t y

A. Love of ease, of pleasure, of dress, etc., can destroy your soul.
B. The path o f safety is to flee from  worldliness. These days 

demand fervent spirits.
— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

March, 1957 (137) 41



March 31, 1957

Morning Subject: THE DIVINE INVASION
S c r i p t u r e :  Luke 24:49-53; T e x t :  Acts 2:2
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  I n  spite of the seal that Pilate put on the tomb of 

Jesus, He came forth to invade the w orld with His presence. 
The influence of many great men is still in the world, but they 
are dead. But the presence of Christ is still here as well as His 
influence.

I. G o d ’ s  I n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  W o r l d

A. Before Calvary, God had been more or less aloof from  the 
world.
1. The world was in a sorry state because of G od ’s withdrawal.
2. Things were rancid like the earth becom es without wind.

B. At Pentecost the “ mighty w ind” was G od ’s Spirit let loose.
I I .  G o d ’ s  I n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l

A. The pre-Pentecost emphasis was: “ Tarry until— then go!”
B. Before one can have spiritual victory he must be invaded with 

a “ God-consciousness.”
H I . G o d ’ s  I n v a s i o n  T h r o u g h  t h e  I n v a d e d

A. God has always m oved into human hearts through human 
instrumentality.

B. Every Christian is possessed with a moral force. The Kingdom  
languishes because of lack of personal evangelism.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r

Evening Subject: IF THOU HADST KNOWN

S c r i p t u r e :  Luke 19:41-44; T e x t :  Luke 19:42
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The world is long overdue for the judgments of God. 

No doubt Christ weeps today over our situation as He did at 
Jerusalem prior to its destruction.

I. A  W e e p i n g  S i t u a t i o n  (Luke 19:41)
A. The mercies of God have been without number.
B. Help refused brings heaviness to those who know the future.

I I . A  W a n t i n g  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  “ I f  T h o u  H a d s t  K n o w n . ”
A. The text indicates a lack of comprehension of truth.
B. People do not lack information today, but they refuse to 

interpret it in the light of eternity. Illustration: Secular read­
ing takes precedence over the Bible.

I I I .  A  W o e f u l  T r i b u l a t i o n
A. Past prophetic fulfillments presuppose future certainties in 

the line of judgments (Luke 19: 43-44).
B. One cannot trifle with the laws of God and be guiltless.

— R a y m o n d  C. K r a t z e r
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DEATHLESS JOY

S c r i p t u r e :  I Peter 1: 6-7
I . R e j o i c i n g  i n  T r i a l s

Greatly— in spite of
N ow— for “ a little w hile” (cf. John 16:16; 16:22)

II. R e f i n i n g  i n  F a i t h
As gold in the fire

III. R e d o u n d i n g  i n  G l o r y
At the revelation of Jesus Christ 
Praise, glory, honor

— R .  E. P r i c e ,  Professor 
Pasadena College

THE CHRISTIAN’S SECRET OF ENDURANCE

S c r i p t u r e :  I Peter 1:8-9
I. L o v i n g

W ithout having seen Him (cf. John 20:27)
II. B e l i e v i n g

W ithout seeing— walking by faith and not by sight
I I I .  R e j o i c i n g

W ith unutterable joy
IV. O b t a i n i n g

The salvation of one’s soul as the outcom e of one’s faith 
So we hold on and so w e hold out.

— R . E. P r i c e

THE CONTINUITY OF SAVING GRACE
S c r i p t u r e :  I Peter 1:10-12 

I. T h e  I n q u i r y  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s  
Prophesied of this grace
Inquired about this salvation— its time and Person 
Inspired by the Spirit of Christ 
Predicting Christ’s sufferings
Serving the ages to com e— “ Not themselves, but you .”

I I .  T h e  S u f f e r i n g  S a v i o u r

And the subsequent glory, i.e., His finished work
I I I .  T h e  W i t n e s s  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s

To the things which have now been announced— “ The Good News” 
Through the outpoured Holy Spirit.

IV. T h e  C u r i o s i t y  o f  t h e  A n g e l s  
W atchers from  another world 
The twofold mystery:

(1) Human sin (2) Divine redemption
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A ll the ages focus upon us, the recipients of this matchless grace: 
The prophets foretold it.
The Saviour provided it.
The apostles proclaimed it.
The angels attended it.
But have you  obtained it?

— R .  E. P r i c e

A MAN WHO COULD NOT KEEP HIS HANDS OFF 
OF BEAUTIFUL THINGS

(Children’s Message)

S c r ip t u r e : J os . 7 :1 9 -2 6 ; T e x t : J os. 7 :1 9

In t r o d u c t io n : This man, Achan, couldn’t help wanting pretty things. 
He wanted things at any cost. He didn’t seem to care about what 
happened afterwards.

I. S in  C o n c e iv e d — 1 saw, v . 21
A. Sins often begin with a look.
B. Early beginnings are serious times.
C. W hich way will he turn?

II. S i n  C oveted— I coveted, v. 21
A. The wrong look is ripening for action.
B. Courting sinful action, often fatal.
C. God teaches us to be content with what we have.

III. S in  C on cealed— They are hid, v. 21
A. Sinners always try to hide their sins.
B. He only thought his sin was concealed.
C. Christ alone can safely cover our sins.

IV. S in  C on fessed— I have sinned, v. 20
A. Seven men say the same thing: Pharaoh, Balaam, Achan, 

Saul, David, Job, and Judas. Some of these confessed too 
late, or were not serious about it.

B. Confession must be with “ godly sorrow .”
C. God delights to hear it, and to forgive.

V. S in  C o n de m n e d— All Israel stoned him, v. 25
A. God will never compromise with sin.
B. God will punish forever those still guilty.
C. God will be m erciful when we turn to Him.

C o n c l u s io n : This man was a warning to all of us. God will save us 
from  all our sins now. He doesn’t want us to be lost. If you 
have sinned, tell God about it tonight.

— N e lso n  M i n k , Pastor 
Waco, Texas
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Sermons on the Beatitudes

2. THE BLESSED MOURNERS

S c r i p t u r e :  Matt. 5:4
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  This is another strange blessing, and fitly follows the 

former. The poor are accustomed to mourn; the graciously poor 
mourn graciously. W e are apt to think, Blessed are the merry, 
the lighthearted, the gay, the carefree; but Christ said, “ Blessed 
are the m ourners.” Christ himself was a great Mourner. Text 
had special meaning to Israel, looking for the “ consolation of 

Israel”— Messiah. Luke 2:25. Simeon.
I. F i r s t , T h e r e  I s  a  S i n f u l  M o u r n i n g  W h i c h  i n  I t s e l f  I s  a n  

E n e m y  o f  B l e s s e d n e s s .
A. It is the sorrow of this world.

Despairing melancholy; being disconsolate; grieved on ac­
count of temporal situations; unhappy. Sorry because caught 
in a bad situation.

B. There is a natural mourning.
1. It may prove a friend to blessedness.

Death of a loved one.
“ It is more blessed to go to the house of mourning than 
the house of feasting” (B ib le ).

Abraham mourned for Sarah.
David mourned for Absalom  (II Sam. 18:33).

2. When calamities and other sorrows come.
II. T h e r e  Is a  P e n i t e n t i a l  M o u r n i n g  f o r  O n e ’ s  S i n s .

A. M ourners’ bench. Penitent form. Altar. But more than this.
B. It is a godly sorrow for one’s sins.

Publican— Temple, prodigal son, David.
“ The sacrifices of God are . . .  a broken and a contrite heart” 

(B ib le ).
III. T h e r e  Is t h e  M o u r n i n g  f o r  O n e ’ s  I n n e r  C a r n a l  S t a t e .

A. “ Repentance of Believers”— W esley’s sermon.
King David, Psalms 51.

T h e r e  I s  t h e  M o u r n i n g  o v e r  O u r  S h o r t c o m i n g s , S p i r i t u a l  
I n d o l e n c e , D a i l y  I m p e r f e c t i o n s , a n d  I n f i r m i t i e s .

“ Forgive us our debts”— trespasses— sins (B ible).
Our omissions, neglects, irregularities, etc.

T h e r e  I s  a  S y m p a t h e t i c  M o u r n i n g  f o r  t h e  A f f l i c t i o n s , 
T r o u b l e s , a n d  H e a r t a c h e s  o f  O t h e r s .

“ W eep with them that weep.”
Christ at grave of Lazarus— wept.

T h e r e  Is t h e  M o u r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  S i n s  a n d  D e p l o r a b l e  C o n d i ­
t i o n  o f  a  L o s t  W o r l d  ( P s .  126:5-6)

Christians are burden-bearers.
W esley— “ The world is my parish.”
Bresee— “ W e are debtors to every man.”
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VII. N o t e ,  T h e y  S h a l l  B e  C o m f o r t e d .

A. There is the consolation of pardoning grace.
Publican. Prodigal son.

B. There is the com fort of divine peace.
“ My peace I give unto you ”— Jesus. (Rom . 5:1.)

C. There is the com fort of the Divine Presence.
“ Lo, I am with you alway.”

D. There is the com fort of the Holy Ghost (John 14:16-17;
II Cor. 1 :3-7).

E. There is the com fort that awaits the righteous (I Thess.
4 :18 ).
Lazarus: “ Now he is com forted” (Luke 16: 25).

— E . E. W o r d s w o r t h

THE LURE, THE LAIR, AND THE LIAR, OR 
THE BAIT, THE DEN, AND THE DEVIL

S c r i p t u r e :  I  John 2:14-17
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. John is writing to stable Christians.
B. These Christians were spiritual enough not to be plagued 

with doubts and fears.
I . J o h n  A d m o n i s h e s  R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  L u r e  ( v .  16).

A. A  lure most often used by the devil is the lust of the flesh. 
The sensual and impure desire expressed in wine, women, 
and song.

B. Another lure that is successfully used by Satan is the lust of 
eye. That which pleases the eye, gaudy, finery, “ the best.”

C. Another lure that catches many is the pride of life. It causes 
one to seek honor, position, office (but not responsibility).

I I . J o h n ’ s  A d m o n i s h m e n t s  R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  L a i r  ( v .  15).
A. Satan’s lair is the world— the orderly, necessary, good world, 

but subject to corruption by corrupted hearts.
B. This world is a passing world, elusive in its pleasures, with 

a continuous change affecting all.
C. A ll of the dangers of this world, with its passing lusts (v. 17) 

which are never satisfied, will com e to an end.
I I I .  J o h n ’ s  A d m o n i s h m e n t s  R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  L i a r  ( v .  17b ).

A. Our best defense against the liar is to do the will of God, and 
serve Him who is truth.

B. Implication of this scripture is that to obey the liar is most 
certainly to perish.

C. John is warning these Christians, lest they believe the liar, 
and thereby are ^ured into the lair of Satan and are cast as a 
piece of rubbish upon the eternal fires of hell.

— D e l m a r  S t a l t e r

46 (142) The Preacher's M agazine



BRIEFS

Book Club Selection for March, 1957 
GUESTS OF GOD
By John F. Jansen (Westminster Press, $2.00)

These are meditations for the Lord ’s Supper. And as Easter approaches 
it would seem to be clearly appropriate.

The author has gathered from  very unusual sources definitely above- 
average communion messages. Under three general headings: “ The Grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,” “The Communion of Saints,” and “ Self- 
examination” there are arranged twenty-one brief sermons.

As I said, these are unusual messages; when you scan the texts, you 
will doubt the relevancy. But read on and you will find that the path 
leads finally and blessedly to the upper room.

Whether you are searching for communion sermon-suggestions for the 
quarterly service of Communion or for messages at other seasons with a 
strong note of “ communion solemnity,” here is a good source of help.

THEY WHO PREACH

By J. M. Ellison (Broadman, $2.50)

Had it not been for the price, which is above the average desired for 
our Ministers’ B ook Club, this would have been a Book Club choice. It 
warrants that kind of attention.

The author is a Negro minister. The reader will soon discover the 
delightful fluency and beauty of expression so frequently characteristic of 
Negro preachers. Ellison, however, does not only possess fluency of ex­
pression; he reveals clarity and depth of thought. You will also deeply 
desire to be a better man as well as a better minister, for the author probes 
the deeps of the spirit.

The chapters deal with the congregation, the preacher, the sermon, 
getting attention, and illustrating the sermon. Perhaps one of the most 
unusual and perhaps the best chapter is entitled “The Christian Minister 
and Unrealized Ideals.”

There is a slight Calvinistic tone but doctrine is definitely not a strong 
element in the book. On the whole one of the finest books for ministers 
I have seen this year.

AN INTRODUCTION TO BIBLE ARCHEOLOGY

By Howard F. Vos (M oody, $ .35)

Being a paperback, you would not choose this for a permanent library 
volume. But it offers a wealth of scholarly research in the field of arche­
ology. W ould be especially good for Sunday-school teachers who did not 
want the expense of a cloth book. Its 128 pages are full to the brim with 
information true to the Bible, conservative to the luscious limit.

.BOOK
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AN HISTORIAN’S APPROACH TO RELIGION

By Arnold Toynbee (Oxford, $5.00)
A world-famous historian and thinker speaks out bluntly relative to 

religion. You will disagree violently in places with Toynbee’s pattern of 
thinking; but you will agree he makes you think. His exhaustive study 
of the past reveals the real scholar. Certainly as he suggests an eclectic 
religion as the logical one for the future, rather than good old rugged 
Christianity, you will want to burn the book. But this will at least let 
you see what is being cogitated in religious circles among intellectuals. 
That is really the value of this substantial volume.

JAMES YOUR BROTHER

By Lehman Strauss (Loizeaux Brothers, $3.00)
A series of expositions with clearly conservative emphasis. However 

let’s be honest about it. They are not well outlined and the progression 
of thought will not be easily followed. The author’s Calvinism is pro­
nounced and forthright; decidedly a book to be chosen with reservations.

THE BIBLE AS HISTORY

By Werner Keller (Wm. Morrow and Co., $5.95)
This has been a sensational best-seller in Germany, and is now being 

widely circulated throughout Europe. Now is available for the first time 
in America. It sets out to confirm the Book of Books. It is scholarly and 
still true to the Bible—430 pages of research in the historical records of 
the Bible.

From the story of Sodom down to the story of Christ, the author deals 
factually and carefully with the facts of the Biblical account. A  vast 
storehouse of research material for ministers, Sunday-school teachers. 
Up-to-the-minute and written so well you will read it for sheer pleasure. 

This is exciting and Bible-confirming.

THIRTY YEARS A  WATCH TOWER SLAVE

By William J. Schnell (Baker, $2.95)
A thrilling story of a man who escaped the “Cult Curtain.” While we 

all might not agree with the author’s present doctrinal position, all must 
realize that his battle for freedom was terrific and soul-shattering—years 
in Europe as a Watch Tower leader—caught up in the dictatorial machinery 
—slowly followed the gleam to spiritual liberty. He unfolds the Watch 
Tower pattern, reveals its iron grip on members, and documents the Jehovah 
Witness treachery and malevolence.

VICTORIOUS PRAYING

By Alan Redpath (Revell, $2.00)
This book offers much about prayer but precious little about spiritual 

victory. His earlier book, Victorious Christian Living, fell beneath the 
same indictment: much of living, little of real spiritual victory.

There is a welcome warmth in the writings about the Lord’s Prayer. 
The author is certainly an expositional artist. He knows how to open up 
Biblical phrases, how to bare the human soul, how to point a soul to clear 
Christian victory. His premise that a continued sin-consciousness is neces­
sary for continued humility is both stale and silly as an argument.

Those of the holiness movement will find this book extremely dis­
appointing.
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Before Summer 

Vacations Begin

Place These Eye-catching ROAD MARKERS 
At Each Highway Entrance to Your Town

PLAIN MARKERS

W ords "Church of 
the Nazarene"

$3.80 each

IMPRINTED 
MARKERS

Two Lines Imprinted

One a b o v e  word 
"Church," other in 
bottom panel

$6.35 each

Two identically im­
printed $5.00 each

Five identically im­
printed $3.80 each

As

Low

as

$3.80

Each

»  OFTHE

Ifazarene

A constant reminder, a friendly welcome 
to those in and around your community

An inspiration and blessing 
to other Nazarenes traveling along the highway

Write Today

FOR A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION. IM­

PRINT INFORMATION, A D D I T I O N A L  

PRICES, AND SPECIAL ORDER BLANK

Also appropriate for placing 
in front of your church

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E
2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri 

Washington at Bresee 1592 Bloor S t ., W .
Pasadena 7, California Toronto 9 , Ontario



This Easter Your Church 
Can Have TH E HYM NAL

Over 2 7 5 ,000  Copies in Use
P r a i s e  a n d  W o r s h i p  was carefully prepared to meet 
the needs of the church today. Hundreds of con­
gregations have found it fulfills every expectation.

• 497 hymns and gospel songs—  
all for the congregation

• 120 numbers by holiness hymn writers
• Topical index of 56 divisions
• 48 scripture readings, with index
• Orchestration now available

Unsolicited comments like these testify to 
a widespread, favorable acceptance:

"I  personally think PRAISE A N D  W ORSHIP is. by all standards by w hich  I am able to 
judge, the greatest m usical con tribution  ou r Publishing House has m ade to the evangelical 
m usic w orld .”

Rockford, Illinois

“ A llow  me to say that we certainly are en joy in g  ou r new hym nals, PRAISE AN D  W O R ­
SHIP. They arrived in good tim e fo r  ou r dedication  service, the co lor  is ideal w ith the 
decor o f the new sanctuary, and the people are thrilled with so m any o f the new ‘o ld ’ 
songs found in the collection .”

Los Gatos, California

“ I wish to personally express our appreciation  fo r  the fine w ork  done on our new  hym nal, 
PRAISE AND W ORSHIP. Not on ly  is it an excellently  bound book , but I th ink it is one 
o f the finest com pilations o f hym ns for  our church  w hich I have ever seen. It was cer­
tain ly worth w aiting for .”

Eugene, Oregon

Single copy, $1.65, delivered.
Twelve or more copies, $1.50 each, delivery extra.

Order by Apr il  8 for Easter del ivery
I 2923 Troost Ave., Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri 

N i l 7 J i r P n P  P l l h i i s z n i n o '  H n i K P  Washington at Bresee, Pasadena 7, California
I  u u i i a i u u ^  l i u u a c  1592 Bioor Street, West, Toronto 9 , Ontario
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