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JJjG U ES T ED

A Message from the Past

IT O R

A L

Our Wide Theme Field*

By J.

\ recent writer mentions a con-

versation between the editor of
a large daily paper and the pastor of
a large city church. In that conver-
sation it was pointed out by the edi-
tor, who is a close student of the
times, that there is today little
preaching on the real fundamentals
of eternal truth, such as the reality
of God and the devil, heaven and hell,
and the sufferings and death of Jesus
Christ in order to make atonement
for the sins of the world. Because of
the drift in presenting the gospel to
the people, many churches are filled
with ungodly members. Esthetical
teachings have taken the place of the
gospel of the Son of God, with the
result that even the official boards
of many churches are made up of
men and women who know nothing
about Jesus Christ experimentally,
but who are much at home at card
parties and dances and even at worse
places of sin and dissipation.

But as we thought of these things,
we were reminded that the shortcom-
ings of others but bring heavier re-
sponsibilities upon the faithful. When
others neglect the fundamental
themes one by one, we must add such
themes to our list of “specialties.”
And from this point of view, the full

~Reprinted from "Preacher's Magazine/' December, 1929.

**Deceased.

B. Chapman**

gospel preacher of today has no room
whatever to complain, for almost the
whole field of essential truth is so
largely neglected that his own theme
field is wider than ever before.

Thirty years ago, when | entered
the ministry, we supposed that holi-
ness was the neglected theme, and
we offered as an apology for our
continuous emphasis upon it the fact
that we had to preach it for our-
selves and for the many preachers
who failed to preach on it. But now
there are so many themes for which
we must atone that it is really a
wonderfully easy thing to be an “un-
usual” preacher. About all one has
to do is to stick to the fundamental
themes of the gospel and it will soon
be noised about that he is “unusual.”

There is less excuse than ever for
going to the newspaper and to the
magazine for themes. Go to the won-
derful storehouse of Christian his-
tory, doctrine, and biography. Preach
on the most foundational themes of
our holy religion. Bring out the old
and essential truths as the best de-
fense against modern heresies. There
never was a more timely hour for
the preacher of the old-time gospel
than right now, and even the hum-
blest proclaimer of the pure Word
of God can thank God that he is
needed and needed much.



the EDITOR

Solidifying the

National Family wWeek (May 4-
11) has been emphasized in
recent years as the natural outgrowth
and the intentional broadening of
Mother’'s Day, traditionally the sec-
ond Sunday in May. While there is
little suggestion that the church
should do away with Mother's Day,
certainly there is a challenge to us
as pastors to make it more significant
than it has been at times in the past.
True, Mother’'s Day is a “natural”
for sentiment. With little effort we
can feature a program and preach
a message for the day which will be
without equal in the church year for
emotional appeal. As a result, most
of us at one time or another have
exploited this day to the best of our
ability for contact and attendance at
Sunday school, young people’s, and
the church services. Not but what
this is legitimate. Certainly we
should use every special day in the
year any way that we can in pro-
moting the church and its auxiliaries.
However, we should see also that
Mother’'s Day has this broader, deep-
er implication. It is our one good
chance during the year to present,
in its natural setting, the Christian
case for solid, God-fearing homes.
Hence, the pastor should not lightly
shrug off the announcement of “Na-
tional Family Week” as “just an-
other” formal observance, but should
effectively capture the idea and mold
it into his plans for this second Sun-
day in May.

It would probably go without ar-
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Christian Home

gument that one of the greatest needs
of our nation is for better, more solid
homes. It might not even go unchal-
lenged to say that our greatest need
within the church is for more virile
Christian homes. Most of us, how-
ever, have not given sufficient
thought to it to the extent that we
have tackled the matter of improving
the home life of our people as a sig-
nificant part of our total ministry in
our churches. To the end that we
might see this as important, might
we suggest here a few areas of study
in this matter of solidifying the Chris-
tian homes which come under the
influence of our ministry and our
church program.

1 Keeping homes together.
creasingly the pastor is coming face
to face with problems incident to sep-
aration and divorce, problems relat-
ing to the breakup of the homes in
his constituency. Not only do these
appear in his visitation program, in
homes he would seek to win, but
they are showing up as well within
the homes of the church. So much
so that the pastor recognizes that one
of his major tasks is that of keeping
his homes together, in spirit as well
as in fact. It is not enough to rest
back with a complacent attitude that
for a home “to be Christian” is
enough. It is not sufficient to decry
the evils of divorce and remarriage
in general terms. The facts are that
within too many of our church homes
which on the surface seem secure
there are basic problems of incom-
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patibility which can quickly and with
certain provocation cause serious
trouble. It is not enough for us to
say glibly that “homes that pray to-
gether stay together.” While there is
a principle here which certainly ap-
plies, yet the pastor has a job which
relates even to homes which, super-
ficially at least, “pray together.” We
must, in our preaching and in our
counseling, deal with the issues of
marriage and the home. We should
feature the family in the church, sit-
ting together during services, work-
ing together in the program of the
church, praying together at the pub-
lic altar of the church as well as at
home. We can feature a “family
week” or “family nights.” We can by
our ministry and our program pull
the family together and thus coun-
teract the divisive forces which are
at work on the homes of our gener-
ation.

as the others of the household are
brought to Him. But this will not
come about if we are always empha-
sizing the separation and magnifying
the ungodliness of those yet unsaved.
Let us find better ways to make more
of our homes 100 per cent Christian.

3. Keeping our homes spiritually
virile. We are participants of history.
Right before our eyes we are witness-
ing the passing of the spiritually pow-
erful home! With all of our preaching
and all of our clamor, we are not
finding ways effectively to guide our
people in maintaining a prayer pro-
gram in the home which can be
worked in our day. Preachers will
tell you of the very small percentage
of our homes today which have a
consistent family altar; they will tell
you of tests they have made which
seem to indicate that our people do
not particularly care if they have one
or not. But laymen will tell you that

2. Striving to make our homes 100 0ne of the greatest problems they

per cent Christian. Here is a goal
which all of us recognize as para-
mount. Yet too many of us are not
accomplishing it with too much regu-
larity. Husbands unsaved, wives un-
saved, children unsaved, brothers and
sisters still outside—here is one of
our greatest potentials in winning
people to Christ. As we succeed in
uniting a home around Christ and the
church we do succeed in solidifying
that home. But do we see it as a
project which is worthy of our best
planning and our most intensive bur-
den? In too many cases we are not
working to bring that home together
but rather we are allowing forces to
divide it. True, Jesus said that He
did not come to bring peace but a
sword; that is, whenever one mem-
ber of the family comes to Christ and
really lives for Christ, it will bring
a separation. But Jesus certainly in-
tended that the very sword of sepa-
ration should eventually bring peace

May, 1958

have in their homes is to maintain
a family altar in the midst of circum-
stances as they face them in their
day and generation. We have dis-
covered (or should have by now)
that we cannot scare our people, we
cannot shame them, we cannot abuse
them, we cannot buy them into hav-
ing effective family altars. We must
find ways to encourage them; we
must give plans which will help them;
withal we must challenge them to
the importance of the family altar
if their homes and their individual
lives are as spiritually strong as they
should be.

4. Stretching the Christian influ-
ence of the home. Let's face it! We
have bypassed one of the greatest
tools in the ongoing of the church,
in winning the unchurched to Christ.
This is the Christian home. In one
sense we have made our program too
“church-centered” and have not al-
lowed it to be sufficiently “home-
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centered.” Of course we do not do
without the church or without its pul-
pit ministry. However, there is a
powerful force within the family unit
which can be harnessed to the
church’'s evangelistic program.
“Every family win a family” is one
of the most workable slogans the
church has ever found. In this day
of loneliness, of mobility, of rush and
panic, the Christian family that will
reach out in friendliness to families
around them will find unusual suc-
cess in winning these families to
Christ. We mentioned the need for
winning unsaved kinfolk; this is part
of the picture. It must go farther
than this. We need to show our peo-
ple the force of the Christian family,
the example of the Christian family,
the attractiveness of the Christian
family. Here is an influence which
we must tap for Christ and the
church.

meet concurrently. This means that
when Father is in board meeting,
Mother will be in missionary meeting,
junior will be in Caravan or scouts,
and the teen-age members will be in
PAL meeting or in a youth committee
meeting. And should there be a
member of a family not occupied at
the time others of the family are
meeting, the church will plan some-
thing constructive for that member
at that time. Of course there is no
set pattern that will work every-
where. But if the pastor will recognize
the importance of the family in the
total program of the church he can
work out something that will fit his
given situation.

6. Finding church-centered leisure-
time activity. We have failed our
people if year after year they can
plan their vacations in a purely secu-
lar setting and if month after month

5. Recognizing the importance of they can plan hobby and leisure-time

the family in the program of the
church. Wide-awake pastors are com-
ing more and more to see that rather
than breaking up the family unit in
the schedule of the church they
should bring it together. It is well
nigh tragic when the church becomes
a contributing factor to the disunity
of the home. Yet in most of our
churches of any size the church pro-
gram, particularly for those few able
members, demands so much of the
time of some member of the family
that he does not have time for the
others. This is no small problem.
Neither is it just a fancied problem.
It is very real and we must go to
work to solve it. What to do? First,
recognize the family unit as impor-
tant. Second, set about to bring the
family to church together, not alone
on Sunday, but every time one mem-
ber has to come. Some pastors are
working on this by combining the
groups meeting at different times to
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activities for the family without giv-
ing the church a thought. And yet
even our church families will drift
into this pattern if we do not con-
stantly set higher patterns before
them. Our families should be en-
couraged (by word of mouth and by
the example of the pastor) to take
their vacations during camp meeting
time and spend all or a part of that
vacation in such an atmosphere. Or
if a family is taking an extended trip
they should be encouraged to visit
some distant camp on the way and
stop to visit local churches on Sun-
days and at midweek prayer meeting
time. They should be encouraged to
route their trip to go by their de-
nominational headquarters and other
sites of church importance. As a
regular practice, our families should
plan together to attend activities of
the church, group meetings and the
like. Hobbies and other individual
and family endeavors should be

The Preacher's Magazine



church-centered or Christ-centered
as frequently as possible.

7. Ministering to the needs
the family. From the pulpit and in
our visitation in the homes, we as
pastors must constantly strive to
minister to the needs which arise
out of home situations. Without
doubt the practical outworking of
Christian experience has its greatest
test in the home, in the everyday
affairs of life. It is one thing to pre-
sent an ideal from the pulpit; it is
yet another thing to show our people

how to apply it in the home situa-
tion. There are many of our folks
who have succeeded very well in in-

of terpreting their religion in terms of

every other phase of life and yet have
miserably failed in the home. We
must be realistic; let us preach a
gospel that will work in the home
and then stay close enough to our
people’s home problems that we can
guide them to live the highest and
best that is possible for them to live.
Our families are important. Let us
see if we can find more time to help
make them more solidly Christian.

The Preaching of H. H. Wise

By Edward F. Cox*

w /H E N this old body crumbles, we’ll

be in our house not made with
hands. As the pain of death surges,
Christ will appear. As the hand is
unclasped from the hand of loved
ones here, Jesus Christ will grip us
anew. He won't even let Satan have
the body—it will be resurrected and
glorified. Oh death, thou mystery of
love, of life, of joy, thank God, thou
dost not have the victory. Christ was
dead and is alive evermore. He ex-
plored every dark cavern in the
chambers of death and came out with
the keys on His girdle.”

It was Saturday, August 21, 1948.
The pastor’s secretary at First Church
of the Nazarene, Nashville, Tennes-
see, had just typed the words above,
which were concluding words of the
pastor’s morning message for the next
day, when she heard the sound of
a fall in the next room. When she
went to investigate she found that

*Fastor, McClurkan Memorial Church, Nashville, Tennessee.
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the pastor had suffered a heart at-
tack. With just two or three gasps
he was gone.

Thus ended the earthly life of
H. H. Wise, beloved pastor, teacher,
and preacher. By a wonderful provi-
dence this last sermon he wrote, but
was not permitted to preach, em-
bodied the major part of the truths
which Brother Wise had been preach-
ing for nearly forty years, twenty-
eight of which were spent at First
Church, Nashville.

In an autobiographical sketch, pre-

pared about 1940, Brother Wise
wrote: “l was born, January 29,
1888, in Johnson County, Southern
Illinois, and attended the county

schools.—Living in a rural section, it
was very difficult to attend church
and Sunday school.—In March, 1907,
some Holiness people came to our
section of the country.—It was in this
revival, March 16, 1907, that we
found Christ and His saving power,
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and immediately entered the work of
the Lord.—Sometime after our con-
version, we realized the need of Holi-
ness and made a definite consecration
of our life to Christ and the blessed
Holy Spirit came in His sanctifying
grace.—We entered the ministry in
the Free Will Baptist Church.

“Feeling the need of special train-
ing for the ministry, we came to
Nashville, Tennessee, November 9,
1909, and entered the school then
opened by Rev. J. O. McClurkan, and
for five years stayed in the school.—
In the winter of 1910 we started a
Bible class in the west section of the
city. The crowds grew—we moved
to an old store—with our own saw
and hammer and the help of the peo-
ple we erected the church in West
Nashville.

“At the close of our work there,
we served as District Superintendent
of the Tennessee District for one
year, and in the summer of 1920
came to First Church of the Nazarene
and for these twenty years have
served as pastor.”

The eight years that Brother Wise
lived after that were useful years in
his ministry to that church.

There are several things that should
be pointed out about Brother Wise's
preaching before a discussion of his
sermons.

First, Brother Wise's preaching
was inseparable from the rest of the
service. This was so, not just because
the music, prayers, and message “fit-
ted together,” but there was in each
service, from first to last, the spirit
of this great pastor. Particularly was
this so of the evening services. John
T. Benson, Jr., who for years has led
the singing at First Church, says,
“Brother Wise had the unique ability
to run the Sunday evening service as
a cross between a church service and
a tabernacle service in which there

6 (198)

was a great deal of freedom. | sup-
pose this came from the background
of his connection with the McClurkan
Tabernacle on Fourth Avenue. At
heart it was hard for Brother Wise
to ever get away from that influence.”

Second, Brother Wise preached
from great and familiar texts. In
looking through the files of the Naza-
rene Weekly, published by First
Church, one is impressed by his fre-
quent use of certain texts. Some
would be used several times a year,
and sometimes the same text would
be used on consecutive Sundays.
Rarely did he ever use unusual or
strange texts and subjects.

Third, his messages were simple,
brief, and to the point. One of his
favorite outlines, when preaching
from the parable of the prodigal son,
was to discuss it under the headings,
“He came to want,” “He came to him-
self,” and “He came to his father.”
Even after he had been preaching
for thirty-five to forty years, it was
not unusual for a sermon to be
twenty to twenty-five minutes in
length, and seldom did he preach as
long as forty-five minutes.

There remains one other thing
that certainly must be said to ex-
plain the preaching of H. H. Wise.
He excelled at preaching funerals.
He must have conducted nearly
6,000. In 1940, he reported 4,200. He
wrote concerning his funeral work:

“First. It has been our plan to
make all funerals just as brief as
possible and still to be courteous to
all. We have found that funerals are
sad enough at best, and people do
not care for long drawn out services.

“Second. It has been the endeavor
of your humble servant to always
enter into the sympathy of the peo-
ple.—It has been our endeavor to
carry that feeling of tenderness and
sympathy—for all the people, both
high and low, are still human, and
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love to feel that someone cares for
them.

“Third. We have preached Christ
to the people at the funerals; the
Christ that lived to help us, the
Christ who died to pull the sting out
of death for us, the Christ who went
to the grave, lighting a candle that
will burn in every man’s grave until
the resurrection morning.

“Fourth. It has always been our
purpose and plan to be faithful to the
Bible, and faithful to the people.
When the people have not lived right,
we have not tried to preach them on
streets of gold in a better world, but
have tenderly left them in the hands
of the judge of all the earth, who
will do right in the end.

“After the funeral a visit to the
home is made. A letter or some form
of appropriate card is sent. If they
are unchurched people, they receive
a pressing invitation to attend the
services.”

A comprehensive view of much
that Brother Wise preached is given
in that last sermon that he wrote.
In that message he said that there
were three things that men most
wanted to know: (1) Sin and Its
Deliverer, (2) Sorrow and Its Cure,
(3) Death and Its Conqueror. Of
course each of these needs pointed
to Christ. That was characteristic of
Brother Wise. He sometimes told
classes of young preachers, “Take
your text and then get to Christ as
quick as you can.”

He certainly felt that Christ was
the Deliverer from sin. His messages
were most frequently addressed to
the sinner. The call of God for lost
man was the burden of many ser-
mons. He used the texts containing
the word, “Come,” in many sermons.
He pointed out the futility of trusting
in other deliverers as he preached
from Hosea 5:13 on “Physicians Who
Cannot Heal.” Then he preached on

May, 1958

the inability of man to help himself
as he used the text, “Can the Ethi-
opian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots?” (Jeremiah 13:23).

He saw too the need for Christ in
every moment of the Christian’s life.
Frequently he preached from these
subjects: “The Danger of Letting
Christ Slip Out of Our Lives,” “The
Deadly Danger of Drifting,” “Joy of
Salvation Lost and Restored,” and
“Missing Disciple.” In this latter he
spoke of Thomas, who was absent
when the Lord appeared to the other
disciples.

He was so intimately associated
with the sorrows of Nashville, as he
sometimes preached three funerals in
a day, visited hospitals and jails, and
went into countless troubled homes,
that he spoke much of sorrow and its

cure. Brother Wise felt that sorrow
could be the means of spiritual
growth. His favorite text when

preaching on this theme seemed to
be Psalms 4:1, “Thou hast enlarged
me when | was in distress.” But he
felt, too, that sorrow had a cure. He
spoke of the sweet fellowship of Je-
sus in times of sorrow and of God's
ministry to the troubled. One of his
unforgettable messages was that from
the text, “The angels of God met
him” (Genesis 32:1). In this sermon
he had three points (as he did in
most of his sermons): (1) The an-
gels of God meet us in our everyday
life. (2) They meet us at just the
right time. (3) They meet us in just
the right form.

Brother Wise spoke often of last
things. Death was a cruel fact. It
was part of the tragedy of sin in the
world and he took no bright view
of this world. He was interested in
prophecy and often preached on “The
World's Saturday Night.” He was a
thoroughgoing premillennialist but
did not major on purely speculative
matters. His frequent speaking of
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death and his dark view of the world
were not a morbid kind of thing, for
always he pointed to the final tri-
umph of God. One of his favorite
sermons was “A Vision of the Ever-
lasting.”

All this is not to say that his
preaching was entirely other-worldly.
His sermons were timely. He always
preached special messages on holi-
days. He kept in touch with world
affairs. For instance, on the death
of Franklin D. Roosevelt he preached
from the text, “In the year that King
Uzziah died | saw also the Lord”
(Isaiah 6:1).

Perhaps we should say a word
about Brother Wise's preaching of
holiness. One Sunday morning he
had a blackboard brought to the plat-
form and spoke of the church’s his-

tory, and of its cardinal doctrine,
holiness. He spoke often of Pente-
cost. Perhaps he emphasized most

the positive effects of the experience
of sanctification. He liked to preach
on “The Power of Pentecost,” “His
Infilling and Our Overflowing,” and

“Stephen, Filled with the Holy
Ghost.”
In conclusion let Brother Wise

speak for himself in a paper written
to give his views of the ministry.
“By training under a strict Pres-
byterian in theology and ideals, many
lessons were learned. We learned
that the permanent function of the

Speech

ministry is preaching. The supreme
aim is not a whoop and hurrah; it
isn't an endeavor to get a stir, but
it is perfect manhood in Jesus Christ.
We learned that the ruling spirit of
the ministry must be love—Ilove to
God and man.

“The subject matter of the ministry
is the word of God. Its pre-eminent
business is preaching Christ. Its cen-
tral theme is Christ crucified. Its co-
operating agent is the Holy Spirit.
Again we learned that a sermon is a
formal religious discourse founded on
the Word of God, designed to save
men and perfect in its adaptation
thereto.

“We were also taught in school
that the preacher is to be like Christ,
to stand in His stead, and speak in
His behalf, sensible of a divine com-
mission, persuaded that we are
ambassadors by an immediate and
effectual call of God. Being thus per-
suaded the preacher is to take the
truths of Holy Scripture and unfold,
illustrate, amplify them for enlight-
enment and persuasion, and under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to
have them intensified by profound
personal conviction, fused in the fires
of one’s own soul, poured upon wait-
ing ears and hearts from lips touched
with God’s altar-fire, and accompan-
ied by every possible gesture and
voice. This is the preacher, and this
is preaching.”

Sir Winston Churchill once said of an opponent in a House of

Commons speech:

“We know that he has, more than any other man,

the gift of compressing the largest amount of words into the smallest
amount of thought.”—Christian Science Monitor.
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We Must Live for the Future

(Baccalaureate Message)

By M. H. Hounchell*

r>EiNG a MINISTER, I assume that you

will expect me to use the scrip-
ture as a basis for what | will have
to say. The scripture text which |
shall use will be a portion of the
eighth verse of the third chapter of
Revelation, “Behold, | have set before
thee an open door ...

It is perhaps customary to congrat-
ulate the members of a graduating
class, and I am quite sure that this
class deserves to be congratulated.
We are aware of the fact that when
you come to this point in life there
have been twelve years of study and
work which have qualified you to be
members of this graduating class.
However, | feel that | must also offer
you my sympathy, because from this
point on you must assume much more
responsibility for your own future—
for your success or failure.

We will need to bear in mind that
our knowledge received at school is
only the foundation and not the build-
ing itself. Solomon (whom we have
designated a wise man) said, “Give
instruction to a wise man, and he
will be yet wiser: teach a just man,
and he will increase in learning. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of

wisdom: and the knowledge of the
holy is understanding” (Proverbs
9:9-10).

In this tenth verse, there is a vast
distinction made between knowledge

*Pastor, Hustonville, Kentucky.
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and wisdom. Solomon implies here
that one may possess knowledge
without wisdom. This is very likely
to be the case many times today.
When we define the two terms we
learn: Knowledge is to become ac-
quainted with any fact: wisdom is
the faculty of making the best use
of knowledge.

The truth of this could be well
illustrated by the story of a man who
came down the street early one morn-
ing whistling. A little boy whom he
happened to meet said, “Fellow, that
is very poor whistling. You just listen
to me whistle.” The boy proceeded
to whistle a lively tune. When he
had finished, the man began to whis-
tle the second time. When he had
finished he looked down at the boy
and said, “Now, what do you think
of that whistling?” The boy replied,
“Mister, if you could whistle like
that, why in the world did you ever
whistle like you did the first time?”.
So we can see that in order to make
the proper application of knowledge,
we must discover the real purpose of
life, and then endeavor to fulfill that
purpose. Today there is a temptation
to overemphasize the present at the
expense of sacrificing the future. If
we merely live for the present we
just simply miss the mark. Shrug-
ging off the responsibilities of the fu-
ture and making ourselves believe
tomorrow does not matter is a de-
featist philosophy, and if we permit
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this to dominate our thinking there
had better be no tomorrow.

This life ahead of you is the best
and richest life to be found on the
face of the earth. | can think of no
better start in life than you have at
the present time. In a matter of
hours now you will be receiving your
high school diplomas. | assure you
that you are appreciated by your
parents, your faculty, your pastor,
and your student friends in the high-
est way. However, in spite of all this,
I do not think it best to paint you
a rosy picture. | would want to say
to you what | would say if | were
talking to my own son. Graduation
is a pause to take stock before going
into greater things. Along with this
good start in life, and all the great
opportunities which are yours, you
also are faced with many handicaps
and complexes.

This graduating class faces a hand-
icap morally. The tug at right charac-
ter has never been greater than it
is today. You also face a handicap
economically. General extravagance
is at its peak in this age you live in.
You also face a handicap religiously.
This American standard of religion is
far below God’s standard as revealed
to us by divine inspiration—the Bible.

For generations now graduating
classes have faced the world, confi-
dent of their ability to set things
right. So now it is your turn. Permit
me to caution you here that there
may be some questions on which you
may need help in order to arrive at
the best answer. You will remember
the statement from Samuel S. Clem-
ens (Mark Twain) when he said at
the age of sixteen he thought his dad
was the dumbest man he had ever
met in the world. But when he was
twenty-one he wondered how a man
could learn so much in just five years.
This is worth your consideration at
the present time.

10 (202)

Coming back to our scripture text
once more, “Behold, | have set be-
fore thee an open door ...” | doubt
seriously if I could have found a text
in the Bible which would point to
your case as well as does this one.
This text will remind you that you
have the power to go forward, but
it is up to you whether you will do
it or not. A few years ago two men
driving through the bluegrass section
of Kentucky on their way to Dix
Dam, a famous fishing resort,
stopped in Wilmore to inquire
directions. As a dignified, elderly
gentleman approached, they rather
absent-mindedly inquired, “Sir, can
we get to Dix Dam from here?” At
this rather foolishly put question, he
slowly replied, “Gentlemen, you can
go anywhere in the world from here.”

Now this is the gist of what I am
trying to say to this class: You can
go anywhere in the world from where
you are right now. Although it is
different wording, this is what the
inspired writer is saying to you in our
text. The door before you stands
open, but you must go through.

As | think of my own graduating
class of a few years ago, all of the
members of that class of 1932 have
not gone out to succeed. Some have
even gone into disgrace. Perhaps you
can think of someone who started in
school with you, but somewhere along
the way dropped out because the go-
ing became a little harder. This
teaches us that it is up to the indi-
vidual. Your success in life depends
more upon you at this point than it
ever has before.

The first element to success in life
is preparation. There is an urge upon
the young man or woman graduating
now to go out to find a job, buy a
car, get married, and many other
things, but let me impress upon you
the need of preparation at this period
in your life. Jesus Christ instructed
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His followers to tarry in Jerusalem
until they were endued with power
from on high, that they might become
effective witnesses for the gospel.
Surely there was never a more ur-
gent need than to get a soul-saving
gospel to a condemned world. Yet
they were instructed to wait until
they were qualified for the job. All
of the world’s great spiritual leaders
took time for preparation. Before
Moses began the difficult task of lead-
ing the children of Israel out of the
Egyptian bondage, he spent eighty
years in preparation. Before Amos
came into the courts of Amaziah, the
high priest, to preach, there were
years of intense preparation as he
worked in the furrows of Tekoa. Saul
of Tarsus, even though educated at
the feet of Gamaliel, when face to
face with Christ on the Damascus
road realized his inadequacy.

The next three years were spent in
Arabia in intense preparation in or-
der to fulfill his mission in the world.
Even the Master himself, before en-
tering His short ministry, spent thirty
years in preparation. If you would
make the most of life, you must take
time for preparation and that is a
continuous process. Life is not some-
thing to be frittered away or lived
lightly, but it should be weighed in
the scales of eternity. Why is it so
important that | tell you this? Let
me try painting you a mental picture:
A man wakes up at the age of forty.
He finds his youth wasted; he failed
to prepare. He sees and is ready to
admit that he has made a terrible
mistake; he realizes his preparatory
period was lived in a frivolous way.
Can he call that time back? Well,
you know the answer. That time is
gone forever and can never be called
back.

The second element to success in
life is concentration. Many great men
of the world have been men of one

May, 1958

thing. Men like Fulton, who started
with a very small beginning, but he
concentrated upon steam navigation
until in the year of 1807 the “Cler-
mont” was launched upon the shin-
ing waters of the Hudson. Edison
worked from eighteen to twenty
hours a day for seven months trying
to reproduce the sibilant sound in
the phonograph. Einstein by concen-
tration became the world’'s leading
mathematician. It was the Apostle
Paul who said, “This one thing | do.”

You are now entering into the la-
bors of others. Your predecessors are
here no more, but the work must go
on. If no one in the past had consid-
ered and lived for tomorrow | sup-
pose we would still be wearing skins
for clothing and be lacking in all
other ways similarly. Too much
emphasis on the present was the pro-
digal son’s trouble. You have no
doubt read or heard of this account
given in the fifteenth chapter of
Luke’s Gospel, how this young man
demanded his portion now and went
away. The account says he wasted
his substance in roitous living. There
is absolutely nothing in the Bible to
indicate that this young man was an
abnormal young man; in fact, desir-
ing his portion now indicates that he
was very much a normal young man.
Well, after winding up in the pig-
pen, he did the next best thing; he
went back and started over, but he
could never call back these wasted
years. You will not be able to call
back yours if you waste them.

The third element to success in life
is determination. A small boy, just
learning to skate, kept falling down
and bumping himself until he aroused
the interest of a tenderhearted spec-
tator. She approached the lad and
said, “Sonny, why don’t you come off
the ice and watch the others skate?”
The boy, with tears from the last fall
running down his cheeks, looked
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from his adviser back to the shining
steel on his feet and replied, “I
never got these new skates to give
up with; | got them to learn how
with.” The whole philosophy of
earthly discipline was in this reply.
Life's hard tasks are never sent for
us to give up with. They are always
intended to awaken strength, skill,
and courage in learning how to mas-
ter them. When Daniel, a teen-age
boy, was carried away into Babylon,
the Bible says he “purposed in his
heart” not to defile himself by par-
ticipating in the sinful society of
Babylon. It appeared that he would
be making a great sacrifice for the
present, but by his determination to
hold up a high standard he came to
a high positional place in the great
kingdom of Babylon. A determined
young person will use stumbling
blocks for steppingstones. Take away
the eyesight of such a person and we
get 10,000 of our most beautiful songs.
Put such a person in the Bedford jail
for twelve years and we get Pilgrim’s
Progress, a book that stands next to
the Bible world-wide. Put such a
person in a log cabin and he will split
rails all the way to the White House.

Last but most important: The pre-
requisite to success in any life is a
dynamic faith in God—a divine sal-
vation which subdues the natural ele-
ment of human selfishness, lifts the
soul and life to the highest possible
ideals, purifies character, and gives
true equality to life. This faith in
God employs preparation, concentra-
tion, and determination, and directs
them to their highest end. | remind
you that Solomon said, “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom . .

Where will you go from here? It
is possible that some of you will drift
and fail and will experience a great
deal of unhappiness during the next
fifty years. Where will you go? A
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story is told of a man whom everyone
called Mr. Wiseman. One day a young
ruffian said to his pals, “1 am going
to show Mr. Wiseman up. He does
not know all the answers. Come along
and watch the fun.” He took a live
bird, held it in his hand, and said, “I
am going to ask him if it is dead or
alive. If he says it is dead, I'll open
my hand and it will fly away. If he
says it is alive, I'll simply crush it
it in my hand.” So away the boys
went to Mr. Wiseman. The boy said,
“Mr. Wiseman, | have a bird in my
hand. Is it alive or dead?” The wise
man did not look at the boy’s hand
but straight into the boy’s eyes.
Slowly he said, “Son, it is whatever
you want it to be.”

Your character from this point on
will answer this question. Remem-
ber, the responsibility for your suc-
cess or failure lies within your own
heart and mind.

Service Supreme

A careful man | ought to be;

A little felloio follows me.

I do not dare to go astray

For fear he’'ll go the selfsame way.

I cannot once escape his eyes;
Whate’er he sees me do he tries.
Like me he says he’'s going to be,
The little chap who follows me.

He thinks that | am good, and fine,
Believes in every word of mine.
The base in me he must not see,
That little chap who follows me.

I must remember as | go

Thro’ summer’s sun and winter’s snow.
I'm building for the years to be—
That little chap who folloios me.

=Author Unknown
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How to Lead Our Children to Christ

By Earl C. Wolf*

Q eventy per cent of all conversions
~ occur in childhood. It is not sur-
prising then that Dr. Hardy C. Pow-
ers should urge us parents to save
our children. He said, “Salvation at
the well-kept family altar should not
be uncommon among us. We must
win our young people to Christ and
save them to the church, and the
ideal time to do this is during those
tender, formative years.”

The words of the Master are clear.
“Let the little children come to me,”
He said: “do not hinder them” (Luke
18:16, Weymouth's translation).
Timothy’s grandmother and mother
taught him the scriptures from his
childhood (Il Timothy 1:5; 3:15).
God’'s Word makes our responsibility
clear, “These words which | com-
mand thee this day shall be in thine
heart: and thou shalt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children” (Deuter-
onomy 6:6-7).

The parental responsibility is large
and challenging. Children must have
food, clothing, housing, and educa-
tion. They need also love, acceptance,
security, protection, independence,
guidance, and control. But above all
they must have faith; they must come
to know Christ. Elisha's searching
question to the Shunammite mother,
“Is it well with the child?” (Il Kings
4:26) is a question that should con-
stantly press upon the conscience of
every mother and father. The great-
est need of our boys and girls is soul
need.

~Director, Christian Family Life.
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Parents are responsible for Chris-
tian teaching in the home. Religion,
however, is more than precept; it is
also spirit and practice. Daily Bible
reading, prayer, wholesome conver-
sation, right example, and godly liv-
ing are factors which prepare a child
to accept Christ. Mrs. Irene Smith
Caldwell says, “Every child creeps
over the carpet of values laid by his
elders.” We must, first of all, give
our children a Christian home and
example.

Secondly, we must lead our chil-
dren to Christ when they are ready.
This time of readiness may vary ac-
cording to background, age, mental
maturity, and other personal differ-
ences. We can pray that God will
help us to be sensitive to the spiritual
needs of our children. We can pray
that the Holy Spirit will bring a deep
conviction for sin and a sense of the
need of a Saviour. We should watch
our children and recognize the time
when they are aware of their sins and
feel their need of a personal Saviour.
The Holy Spirit knows when a child
should be brought face to face with
Christ and we must try to find that
time.

We need to present the claims of
Christ to our children in terms they
can readily grasp. Accepting Christ
is not a complex thing. Our children
need the “milk of the word.” We
ought to use terminology that chil-
dren can understand when we seek
to lead them into a knowledge of
Christ. We can give them a concept
of the beauty and privilege of being
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born into God’s family. These simple
truths might help our children in
their hour of readiness:

1. God loves you. “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish,

but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).
2. Even a child is a sinner. “For all

have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

3. Christ died for your sins. “Christ
died for our sins” (I Corinthians
15:3).

4. You must believe that Christ died
for you and trust Him to forgive
your sins. “As many as received
him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name”
(John 1:12).

5. When you come to Christ and are
converted you receive eternal life
as a gift from God. “The gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

We must help our children to
make their decisions and to trust

Daily Trustin God

Christ for salvation. When we see
that the Spirit is moving upon their
hearts, we must give every encour-
agement toward Christ. We must
help them pray aloud and ask Christ
to forgive them and trust the Lord
to save them.

We must keep close to our children
after they give their hearts to Christ.
We must pray for them and encour-
age them to pray. We must cultivate
the spiritual life of our children by
helping them form habits of Bible
reading and prayer. We must give
constant encouragement to live for
Christ and to love Him. We must
urge them to express their love for
Christ in public testimony and to
love the Church of Jesus Christ. We
should cultivate the attitude of hap-
piness over the privilege of being the
children of God.

We need to remember as parents
that our responsibilities for the spirit-
ual well-being of our children are
large and challenging, but our chil-
dren will be grateful for our guidance
in leading them into a saving exper-
ience and a vital Christian faith.

Dwight L. Moody once said that he did not desire grace to die
for Christ; all he wanted was grace to preach for Him right now.
John Wesley was asked by one of his friends, “Supposing, Mr. Wes-
ley, you knew that this was to be your last night on earth. How

would you spend it?”
“Well,” replied Wesley,

“at four o’'clock |
tea. At six o’clock |1 would visit Mrs. Brown in the hospital.

would have some
Then

at seven-thirty | would conduct midweek service at the chapel. At
nine-fifteen | would have my supper; at ten o’clock | would go to
bed, and in the morning | would wake up in glory.”

That is the moment-by-moment, day-by-day trust in the living

Lord Jesus. Are you living your life like that?
—Alan Redpath in Victorious Praying
(The Fleming H. Revell Company)
14 (206)
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From My Hebrew Bible

Absolute Good

By James

A nd God said, “Let there be,” and

it was. And God saw that it was
good (ToBh). It had to be good, for
God made it. He is perfect and all
He creates is perfect. Notwithstand-
ing a thing may be perfect without
being morally right. An atomic mes-
senger of death may be so scientifi-
cally perfect that the chief of ord-
nance acclaims it very good, but the
survivor of an attack condemns it as
an evil. Although many things ap-
pear to be good, they have doubtful
ethical implications. Nothing is really
good that has evil connections.

A worldly-minded person judges
goodness in accordance with his de-
sires or in respect to the aptness of
the object to do the job. The Hebrew
word ToBh lends itself more readily
to the test of pleasure than the Greek
equivalent agathos. Another Greek
word, chrestotes, suggests that good-
ness is utilitarian. However the rea-
son why man desires something good
is that God made both man and the
good thing for each other. At the
same time God made that which is
good to work efficiently. Yet, on the
other hand, man may pervert his de-
sires from the natural ideals which
God imparted, and in doing so, he
makes pleasure a faulty yardstick
with which to judge goodness. In
respect to the utility test, it must be

* Evangelist.
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Whitworth*

remembered that a plan or machine
may prove useful in accomplishing a
harmful function. Thus both tests for
goodness break down. Hence, when
an earth-bound person says a thing
is good, he may mean well but fail
to see the true meaning of goodness.
Something is good in the truest sense
because God approves it.

While man by himself may produce
that which is good, he owes his ability
to God. Jesus taught that, after the
servant had done all he could, he
was still unprofitable. Only as God
works through His child can he do
good in the highest sense. In the
thought of James (1:17), “Every good
and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father
of lights.”

In man goodness is very closely re-
lated to holiness. Although a moral
person may think he can get along
without God, a good man will not
try to live right apart from his Lord.
The good men of the Old Testament
were those who sought to please God.
No one can come into fellowship with
the Holy One unless he partakes of
His character. That is why it is hard
to be good without being holy.

Fanny Crosby caught the signifi-
cance of this when she sang, “Fill'd
with His goodness, lost in His love.”
We may enjoy His goodness because,
as Cecil Alexander put it, “He died
to make us good.”
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The Honor of the Church

I. The Necessity of

By W. S.

of our denomina-

tional chain is indelibly stamped
the scriptural word holiness. It is set
before us persistently on both official
and departmental levels. It is looked
for in the administration as well as
in the educational and ecclesiastical
spheres. Our general superintendents,
district superintendents, our teachers,
pastors, missionaries, evangelists, lay
preachers, and laity are called upon
without reservations to accept this
glorious truth of evangelical holiness.
Holiness is shed abroad in our litera-
ture and sacred songs. In one word,
it is the living flame burning through
the total program of our denomina-
tion, and we are grateful to God
that it is so. It is our firm decla-
ration that God has raised us up to
propagate the message of evangelical
holiness throughout the world, and
further state that this is the one main
reason to justify our existence. This
honor and glory has been conferred
upon us by Him by whose lowly name
we are called.

I do not for a moment think that
I shall bring to you anything which
may be regarded as new. My desire,
however, is to be expressed in the
words of the Apostle Peter, namely,
to “stir up your pure minds by way
of remembrance.” Holiness—*“This is
the Word.” No one can fail to see
the supremacy of the doctrine of ho-

T Tpon eacti lin k

liness in the Word of God. It is God’s
“Pastor, Hull, England.
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Preaching Holiness
Tranter*

previous purpose, His present inten-
tion, and future display for His own
people. “He hath chosen us in him
[Christ] before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love.”
God has never had a lower level than
holiness for His people and as a con-
sequence has made the necessary
provision for its realization. It was
the angelic and pristine ideal, and
after the fall of man it became the
patriarchal, priestly, prophetic, ec-
clesiastical, evangelical, and eschato-
logical idea! The oft quoted words
of Bishop Foster also speak of its
supremacy, in which he says:

It breathes in the prophecy, thunders
in the Law, whispers in the promises,
supplicates in the prayers, resounds
in the songs, sparkles in the poetry,
shines in the types, glows in the imagery
and burns in the spirit of the whole
scheme from Alpha to Omego, its be-
ginning and its end. Holiness! Holi-
ness needed, Holiness required, Holi-
ness offered, Holiness attainable,
Holiness a present duty, a present
privilege is the progress and completion
of its wonderful theme. It is the truth
glowing all over and voicing through
all revelation; singing and shouting in
all its history and biography and poetry
and prophecy, and precept, and prom-
ises and prayer—the great central theme
of the system.

A holy God demands a holy peo-
ple, and in each dispensation men
have found it possible, aided by God,
to be perfect in their generation. Un-
like other doctrines it is the doctrine.

Other doctrines either flow into it or
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flow from it. Says one writer, “Holi-
ness! It is the ark of the Lord among
our doctrinal ideas. ... It is the vital
artery of our whole system.” J. V.
Watson, another writer, says, “Holi-
ness is the center where all the lines
of truth meet. Holiness cannot be
fully presented without the presenta-
tion of the correlated truths of the
Gospel.” This is the word given to
us, enunciated by the Holy Ghost and
perpetuated through the vital stream
of the living Church, which must be
the center and substance of our min-
istry, even as it is of the Word of
God. To us holiness is more than a
denominational badge. It is vital
truth.

Why is it essential for us to stress
this glorious message of evangelical
holiness? Because:

It is the particular privilege of each
believer to enter into the enjoyment
of it as given by Christ himself in His
commission and message to the great
Apostle of the Gentiles . . . “the Gen-
tiles, unto whom now | send thee, to
open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.” To
withhold from those who have been
forgiven, and regenerated in their
natures, the message of holiness is
to incur personal guilt. It was said
to me by a stranger of a certain
preacher (who, unknown to the
speaker, had been a holiness preacher
in former years), “He seems to be
withholding from us that which we
should know.” It is the Blood-bought
right of the child of God to enter
into the enjoyment and freedom of
an entire deliverance from all sin, to
be empowered by the Spirit for life
and service, to enter into the holiest
of all by the blood of Christ, to lift
up holy hands without wrath and

May, 1958

doubting, and to see the King in His
beauty. John Wesley said, “Let us
strongly and insistently exhort all
believers to go on to perfection.”

We need to preach evangelical ho-
liness to sustain the spiritual life of
the individual church. Experiment
with what we may, there is nothing
to take the place of holiness in sus-
taining and enriching and increasing
the spiritual life of the church. In
evangelical holiness we have the
agent for the preservation of the
church from those things which tend
to stagnation and spiritual eclipse.
Holiness is basic to the prayer life,
progress, and spiritual satisfaction of
the church and sustains that sacrifi-
cial spirit which pleases the Lord.

To quote Wesley again, he wrote:
“l preached at Bradford where the
people are all alive. Many have
lately experienced the great salva-
tion and their zeal has been a general
blessing. This 1 always observe:
where the work of Sanctification
breaks out, the whole work of God
prospers. Some are convinced of sin;
others are justified, and all stirred
up to greater earnestness for salva-
tion. Where Christian Perfection is
not preached strongly, explicitly, and
constantly, there is seldom any re-
markable blessing.” This is borne out
by the confession of an eminent
leader of a once powerful holiness
denomination that, whereas it had
been on fire for God, now it was like
an engine running downhill on its
own momentum.

Reviewing the history of holiness
movements, it must be obvious to us
all that the reason for their decline
lies in the fact that the ministers of
the flock neglected to preach the doc-
trine of holiness explicitly and con-
stantly. Therefore carnality within
the assembly of saints became the
overriding factor, thus making the
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preaching of holiness unacceptable.
Wesley lamented in his day that he
was afraid that Christian perfection
would be forgotten. Let us beware
of falling into the same error of neg-
lect.

Furthermore, to keep the church
on the lines of true orthodoxy, holi-
ness must be preached. It preserves
from error’s chains by shedding its
clear and glorious light upon the path
of revealed truth.

Holiness must be preached in prep-
aration for revival.

It is not possible for us to claim
that every revival has had its genesis
in the doctrine of holiness as we
know it, but | am bold to assert that
every true revival has had its rise
in the spirit of holiness. Whoever the
human instrument God uses, it has
meant a seeking until the Spirit of
holiness has invaded the inner life
in such a measure as to exclude sin,
bringing about perfect unity with,
and faith in, God. Evan Roberts, in
his instruction for an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, says among other
things, “There must not be a trace
of a cloud between our souls and
God.”

“Duncan Campbell, writing of the
Lewis awakening of 1949, states: “I
believe this gracious movement of
the Holy Spirit began in a prayer
burden; indeed there is no doubt
about that. It began with a small
group who were really burdened.
They entered into a covenant with
God that they would give Him no
rest until He made Jerusalem a praise
in the earth. They waited! The
months passed and nothing happened
until one young man took up His Bi-
ble and read from Psalm 24. ‘Who
shall stand in his holy place? He that
hath clean hands, and a pure heart
.. . He shall receive the blessing from
the Lord.” The young man closed the
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Bible and looking at his companions
said, ‘Brethren, it is just so much
humbug to be waiting thus night af-
ter night, month after month, if we
ourselves are not right with God. |
must ask myself is my heart pure,
are my hands clean?’” Brethren, is
not this the very spirit and core of
evangelical holiness? Even to be
pure and clean both internally and ex-
ternally and altogether right with
God? Is not this the very acme of
the preaching of holiness, and pray-
ing for our people to be thoroughly
sanctified? Holiness therefore is the
secret of revival blessedness.

Under the subheading “The All-
inclusive Condition,” Arthur Wallace,
in his book The Day of Thy Power,
shows that Psalms 24: 2 sets before us
the all-inclusive condition of our ap-
proach to God, and goes on to say
that being born again does not neces-
sarily insure that our hands are clean
and our hearts pure in the sense of
this passage. We may be true be-
lievers and yet not be qualified to
ascend the hill of the Lord as effec-
tive intercessors. The righteousness
of the intercessor is not merely that
which is imputed or put to our ac-
count when we believe, but that
which is imparted and manifested in
a holy life. This is the righteousness
which the believer must seek (Mat-
thew 6:23) and after which he must
hunger, (Matthew 5:6) to prevail as
an intercessor. This necessarily in-
volves an honest dealing with all in
the life that is contrary to the right-
eousness of God, especially those un-
righteousnesses that are spectifically
stated in scripture to hinder prayer.
Furthermore, in his subdivision “Im-
pure Motives” he states, in speaking
of prayer, “It is vital that we draw
near with a true heart” (Heb. 10: 22).
That is, in absolute sincerity, if we
would really touch the throne. His
underlying thought is that praying for
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revival must be purely motivated.
Furthermore he says: “Is there not
a need of holiness today? Is there
not a downward tendency on the part
of the individual Christian believers
seen in lukewarmness towards the
Lord, compromise with the world and
complacency as to themselves? There
is an undoubted need of an awaken-
ing. Holiness is not optional but ob-
ligatory. God demands, ‘Without it
no man shall see the Lord.” But re-
vival is a time when God comes and
rains righteousness upon us. If there
is no revival of righteousness there
is no revival at all” (page 50). It is
not my intention to dissect Mr. Wal-
lace’s position relative to the doctrine
of holiness as we teach it, but this
fact emerges, that the spirit of true
holiness is essential for the securing
of the gracious outpouring of God’s
Spirit in revival measure. This is
substantiated by John Wesley in his
statement that God’s work will flour-
ish in every place where sanctifica-
tion is clearly and strongly preached.
How beautifully J. V. Watson ex-
presses this in the following!

Oh, for holiness individually in the
membership!

Oh, for a holiness ministry!

Together they make an omnipotent
Church.

Our denomination was born in the
spirit of revival blessings. The glory
and the power of God pulsated
through this main artery of true holi-
ness in flood tides of salvation, and
it is the will of God that each local
center should be ablaze for God and
the souls of men. As a denomination
we know nothing of a mere decora-
tive holiness, holiness as a doctrinal
toy or spiritual hobby. If holiness
does not issue forth in an intense
passion for the souls of men every-
where, it is foreign to the nature of
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God. A non-soul-saving holiness is
to be avoided like the plague. True
holiness expresses itself in the spirit
of evangelism as well as in personal
and collective piety. Holiness gives
power in prayer, power in service
and witness, the willingness for sacri-
fice, and hence forms the basis of
levival in the church and an awak-
ening outside of it. Brethren, let us
give ourselves no rest but stir our-
selves up to lay hold on God till He
come and rain holiness upon us.

The preaching of holiness is essen-
tial in honor to the church.

We, as Nazarene ministers, should
preach holiness because it is the dis-
tinguishing doctrine of our denomi-
nation. Not that this or our ordina-
tion vows should be the compelling
power to our preaching it, but be-
cause we within ourselves have felt,
and still do feel, the reality of the
experience. However, it is that same
experience and state of grace which
will cause us in honor to the church
to preach and teach this glorious
truth to the very best of our ability.
We are assured in ourselves that we
are in line with the total teaching
of the Scriptures and apostolic Chris-
tianity. We must feel perfectly at
home in it and free in the acceptance
of those ideas which its terminology
evaluates. Dr. A. E. Airhart makes
a very forthright statement in the
following, “The preacher who cannot
believe that all sin is eradicated in
sanctification is not a holiness preach-
er. He is at perfect liberty to preach
his convictions but he should take
off his mask and quit pretending he
is a holiness preacher.” It is impos-
sible to preach convincingly to others
those things of which we have an
inner doubt, and lead them into the
experience and grace of heart holi-
ness. Therefore, the strong point of
emphasis in our preaching and teach-

(211) 19



ing program should be evangelical
holiness.

From Calvary itself comes the
greatest appeal to preach holiness.

To make evangelical holiness a
present possibility our Lord divested
himself of the robes of eternal glory;
became obedient unto the death of
the Cross in order to put a complete
deliverance from all sin within the
reach of all men, and that all men
might be filled with pure love to God
and man. “By one offering [of him-
self] he hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14).
“Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word, that he
might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish” (Ephe-
sians 5:25-27). He dedicated himself
to sanctify His own. In His death
He nailed sin’s totality to the tree
that man might be totally free from
sin.

Shall we uncrown our Redeemer
by failing to present Him as a Saviour
from all sin! Calvary means total
victory over sin. Our greatest joy
should be to lead precious souls into
the enjoyment of it. There is a latent
power in Calvary to save and to sanc-
tify, which defies atheism, humanism,
and skepticism; it is made real
through faith. If Jesus died to make
holiness possible for His children,
then surely it should be the abiding
passion of all who are called to minis-
ter the gospel to publish it abroad
with all the fervor of their redeemed
beings. In the light of Calvary’s cross
to make holiness possible we should
divest ourselves of anything which
would dim its glorious light or cause
us to hold back from its faithful dec-
laration. Dr. Adam Clarke said, “If
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the Methodists give up preaching en-
tire sanctification, they will soon lose
their glow.” So shall we lose ours.

The Rod of God

A rod was nothing more than a
slender branch from a young tree—
a poplar tree in the case of Jacob.
It was used to prod or punish as well
as to guide and comfort. Often a
crook was made at the end of the rod,
and thus it was called a staff or a
shepherd’s crook. A small rod, or
switch, was used for correcting way-
ward children. A stubby rod was
used as a club for beating off wild
beasts. A long rod was used as a
“front foot” to guide its owner in the
darkness. A crooked rod was used
to lift sheep out of the ditch. A long,
flexible rod was used to gently guide
wandering flocks. A tough rod was
used in beating criminals—or saints.

But there is the rod of God! Moses
called his rod “the rod of God” when
it became completely yielded to the
Creator, and became a terror to
Pharaoh. It was also called the “rod
of God” when Moses lifted it up in
battle until his own hands became so
heavy that they had to be propped up.
But the Bible calls it the rod of Moses
instead of the rod of God when Moses
disobediently struck the rock. It
seems that God claimed the rod only
when Moses was completely yielded
to Him.

Perhaps Jonathan gave us the best
example of how to wield the rod when
he “put forth the end of the rod that
was in his hand, and dipped it in an
honeycomb.” Too often we follow
the example of the spectator at the
Crucifixion who had nothing to offer
the dying Saviour except a vinegar-
tipped rod. “What is that in thine
hand?”

— Fletcher Spruce
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Romans 5:15-21

Offense or Trespass?

The Greek word is paraptoma.
Previous to this in Romans it occurs
only in 4:25. There and six times
here in six verses (5:15-20) it is
translated “offence” in the King
James Version—but not once in the
other sixteen occurrences in the New

Testament! In Matthew (four times)
and in Mark (twice) it is rendered
“trespass,” as also three times in

Paul's Epistles. In Romans 11:11-12
it is translated “fall,” in James 5:16
and Galatians 6:1 “fault,” and the
other three times “sins.” The incon-
sistency of the translators is shown
by the fact that in Ephesians 2:1 in
the phrase “dead in trespasses and
sins” the word is rendered “trespas-
ses,” but in the fifth verse “sins” in
the expression “dead in sins.” Ob-
viously that does not represent the
original Greek fairly for the English
reader. The Revised Standard Ver-
sion translates it “trespass” in every
instance in the New Testament. (The
best Greek text of James 5:16 reads
hamartias, “sins.”)

The noun paraptoma is from the
verb parapipto, which means “fall be-
side.” Hence it suggests “a false
step.” It came to have the ethical
connotation of “a lapse or deviation
from truth and uprightness; a sin,
misdeed.”' Arndt and Gingrich pre-

IThayer/ “"Lexicon/7 p. 485.
"Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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fer “transgression” and note that it
is used “as a rule of sins against
God.”2 Moulton and Milligan note
that in the papyri it seems to mean
a “slip” or “lapse.”i

Cremer states the word occurs
“only in later Greek, and but seldom
there,” and that it normally means
“fault” or “mistake.”4 He holds, as
Moulton and Milligan also imply, that
this “lax sense” is not the one which
the word carries in the New Testa-
ment. He continues: “Paraptoma
does not in Scripture, as in profane
Greek, imply palliation or excuse; it
denotes sin as a missing and violation
of right.”5

Paraptoma is one of nine Greek
nouns for sin listed by Trench in his
Synonyms of the New Testament. He
calls them “a mournfully numerous
group of words.”8 He notes that in
Polybius paraptoma is used for “an
error, a mistake in judgment, a blun-
der,” and thinks this is its meaning
in Galatians 6: 1.7 But he agrees with
the other authorities cited that in
other passages it carries a much
stronger meaning.

It seems clear that “offence” in its
present sense does not accurately ex-
press the idea of paraptoma. The
Greek word means a “falling beside”

~'Lexicon,” p. 627.
3VGT, p. 489.
4"Lexicon// p. 498.
clbid.

°Op. cit.,, p. 239.
7Ibid., p. 246.
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or deviation from the path, whether
due to carelessness or willfulness.
“Trespass” appears to be the nearest
equivalent in modern English.

Gift or Free Gift?

Here it is the Revised Standard
Version which apparently is at fault.
Three different Greek words in
verses 15 and 16 are indiscriminately
rendered “free gift.” The King James
and American Standard versions—
rather more wisely, it seems—trans-
late one both times as “free gift”
and the other two as “gift.”

The first word is charisma, found
near the beginning of verse 15 and
the end of verse 16. Only here is it
translated “free gift” in the King
James Version. In its fifteen other
occurrences it is rendered simply
“gift.” It comes from charizomai,
which means “give freely.” Abbott-
Smith defines it thus: “a gift of grace,
afree gift, especially of extraordinary
operations of the Spirit in the Apos-
tolic Church [e.g., | Corinthians 12:4,
9, 28, 30-31], but including all spirit-
ual graces and endowments.”8 Thay-
er says it means “a favor which one
receives without any merit of his
own” and that in this passage it sug-
gests “the economy of divine grace,
by which the pardon of sin and eter-
nal salvation is appointed to sinners
in consideration of the merits of
Christ laid hold of by faith.”9 Arndt
and Gingrich define it as “a gift
(freely and graciously given).”10
Cremer gives its meaning here as
“the effect of God’s gracious dealing,
the positive blessing bestowed upon
sinners through grace.” 1l

m"Lexicon/' pp. 479 f.
“"Lexicon/' p. 667.
~"Lexicon/' p. 887.
n"Lexicon/' p. 577.
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The significant thing for its use in
the New Testament is that charisma
includes the word charis. The latter
occurs some 156 times in the New
Testament and is rendered “grace”
130 of these times. Hence charisma
suggests a gift of God's free, un-
merited favor.

The second word, used in verse 15,
is dorea. Aside from its adverbial
use in the accusative (nine times) it
occurs eleven times and is always
rendered “gift” in the King James
Version. It is from the verb didomi,
which means “give.” It must be ad-
mitted that Vine says dorea “denotes
a free gift, stressing its gratuitous
character.”l But it does seem best
to make a distinction in translation
between this and charisma. It would
appear that Paul intended some dif-
ference when he chose to use differ-
ing terms.

The third word, dorema, is found
only here and in James 1:17. It is
from dorein, “to present, bestow,”
and so means a “gift” or “boon.”1®
Sanday and Headlam, however, sug-
gest the latter rendering for dorea,
which *“is reserved for the highest
and best gifts.” 4

Probably the best treatment of these
three words in this passage is that
found in the King James and Ameri-
can Standard versions, translating
charisma as “free gift” and the other
two as “gift.” This at least suggests
that there is a distinctive feature in
the first not found in the others,
which in fact is the case.

Made or Constituted?

In verse 19 the verb kathistemi oc-
curs twice, once in the aorist passive

12'Expository Dictionary/' pp. 146 f.
"$Abbott-Smith, op. cit., p. 125.
14'Romans/' p. 140.
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«and then in the future passive. It is
rendered “made” in the standard
English versions. It means literally
“to set down,” and so “to set in order,
appoint, make, constitute.” 15 Vincent
says that “appoint to office or posi-
tion” is “its most frequent use in the
New Testament.”"1 Thayer thinks
that there it means “constitute” in
the sense of “declare, show to be.”17
But Arndt and Gingrich would give
it the full force of “make, cause
(someone to become something).”18

Sanday and Headlam translate the
verb “were constituted . . . shall be
constituted,” but add: “The Greek
word has the same ambiguity as the
English.”11 They hold that men were
constituted sinners “prior to and in-
dependently of their own deliberate
act of sin.”20 But Denney says, more
correctly, that this did not take place
#iimmediately and unconditionally,”
but “mediately through their own
sin.”-1 Yet there is truth in Meyer’s
statement: “Thus through the diso-
bedience of the one man, because all
had part in it, has the position of all
become that of sinners.”-- Because
Adam was the federal head of the
human race there is a sense in which
all mankind was involved in his diso-
bedience and fall.

Although “constitute” more speci-
fically expresses the meaning of ka-
thistemi, probably “made” conveys
correctly the meaning here. It means
“put in the category of.”

Abound or Increase?
The last part of the twentieth verse
reads: “But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound.” How-

,5Abbott-Smith/ op. cit., p. 224.
10'Word Studies/7 111, 64.
~"Lexicon," p. 314.
18'Lexicon,” p. 391.

loOp. cit., p. 142.

-"Ibid.

2IEGT/ 11, 630.

“ "Romans," p. 217.
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ever, two very different words are
rendered “abound.” The first, pleo-
nazo, is defined by Abbott-Smith as
to abound, superabound.”2* The
second, hyperperisseno, (elsewhere in
New Testament only in Il Corinthians

7:4) he translates “to abound more
exceedingly.”24

But for this passage Thayer sug-
gests “to increase.” Arndt and Ging-
rich agree.Z The Revised Standard
Version has: “But where sin in-
creased, grace abounded all the
more. That would seem to be the
best translation, so as to avoid
the impression that the two words
“abound” are the same in the Greek.

w'Lexicon," p. 364.
24bid., p. 459.
“r“Lexicon,” p. 673.

You, Discoursing There

You, discoursing there

Behind a wooden stand

I{™ Ully in y°ur mind’

Imt just because a hand
“momentarily on you

While someone voiced a prayer

e™de divinity '

While standing there?
SHU r become ~

Through your tlieologic strength
Because your shelf Of volumes

Is forty feet in length?

matura

And yet, perchance those books are
Book,
The ordaining hand, His hand.

w |l ,YIOWIledgc! What authorityl
What message! What command!

Lois Kendall Blanchard
Gainesville, Florida
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Fulfill Thy Ministry

The Pastor's Legal Adviser
By NORTON F. BRAND and VERNER M. INGRAM

One of the best and most comprehensive digests of those aspects
of the law most often encountered by the clergy.

Written in nontechnical language, the author presents 295 dif-
ferent laws including marriage, wills, copyrights, properties, taxes,

Sunday observance, disturbance of religious meeting, donations.

Without question, this is a volume every minister will want.
It will prove an invaluable reference you will turn to daily. (AC)

237 pages, cloth board

Business Handbook for Churches

By HAROLD F. LINAMEN

For many years a much-needed book, now available to
the pastor wishing to use his time to the best advantage.

"Boiled down" to the essentials and well classified are
such subjects as insurance, banking, investments, retire-
ment, real estate, building and remodeling, financial cam-
paigns, church bookkeeping, budgets, office procedures, and
maintaining church property.

Don't miss the benefits of this practical tool. (WA)
168 pages, cloth board $2.95

$2.50

Helping Families Through the Church

Edited by OSCAR E. FEUCHT

Over five years of concentrated study by fifteen differ-
ent authorities and the experiences from ten family life
workshops on one of the post far-reaching phases of pas-

toral work—family counseling.

Premarital Counseling, Preventing Divorce, Children in
Trouble, The Aging Family are but samples of the wealth
of material presented. Strong emphasis is placed on the

Bible throughout.

A MUST to all desiring to make the best of their ministry

of counseling. (CO)
344 pages, cloth board

S3.50

IMPORTANT SOURCE BOOKS THAT SHOULD BE
INCLUDED IN EVERY MINISTER'S BOOK BUDGET
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THROUGH THE VITAL INFORMATION
FOUND IN THESE TIMELY BOOKS

Advancing the Smaller Local Church
By W. CURRY MAVIS

A long overdue book every pastor and member of a small
church could well take time to read.

It will not only help you recognize and capitalize on the ad-
vantages and resources of a small congregation, but give you
some good, practical advice for facing those inevitable prob-
lems so necessary to surmount. Several significant rating charts
also included.

Smaller churches can succeed! Let this timely, know-how
book assist in extending the ministry of your church. (LL)

189 pages, cloth board $3.00

The Church Secretary

By VIRGINIA S. ELY

Whether or not your church has a full- or part-time secretary,
certainly every pastor should have this book in his library. It
will prove to be an important, ready reference.

Considerable emphasis is placed on the character, personal
attributes, and call of the church secretary in relation to her
fellow workers. The methods outlined may be adapted for any
size church. (MO)

190 pages, cloth board $2.50

Thirty Years a Watch Tower Slave
By WILLIAM J. SCHNELL

Inside information on the Jehovah's Witnesses—the author's
personal experiences of deliverances against terrific odds after
almost a lifetime in spiritual bondage.

Although it denies most major Biblical truths, this cult con-
tinues to grow rapidly. Through this book, you may become
thoroughly acguainted with their false teachings and how best
to minister to those affected by their propaganda. (BH)

207 pages, cloth board $2.95

* 2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

1 H * Washingt t B , Pasad 7, Californi
Nazarene Publishing House - 1592 Bloor Street. West, Toronto 6, Ontaro.
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Supplied by V. H. Lewis*

Soul-winning Helps

Remember constantly that souls
are lost. Take account of one soul.
Do not overlook it.

Never pass by an opportunity to
speak a word. Some will yield im-
mediately. Others need time to ripen.

Be not afraid. You must have
courage. At every step the devil will
try to defeat you.

Feebleness in prayer is a mark of
disease. We must hear in the closet
what we proclaim on the housetop.

God pays His workmen by giving
them power to do more. The ques-
tion is not “Who is able?” but “Who
is willing?” Don’t be afraid to blun-
der; the worst blunder is to do noth-
ing.

Set your heart with love and faith
on winning souls and you will suc-
ceed.

Give people God’s truth, not per-
sonal ideas. Be sweet but faithful and
definite in your testimony. Get fresh
anointings. Heaven’s measure is
“good measure, pressed down
and running over.” Be spiritual!

Elijah's Prayer

“Elijah was praying to die, but he
didn't mean it at all. He was running
all the time for his life. The queen
would have been glad to answer his
prayer if he had slowed down a lit-
tle.”

*Executive Secretary, Department of Evangelism.
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A Comment on Revivals

One evangelist of another denomi-
nation says: “From experiences | am
having in evangelistic meetings and
from testimonies of other evangelists
and pastors, it is becoming more and
more difficult to get unsaved people
to attend evangelistic services in our
churches. The unsaved are to be
found everywhere except in the pews.
I am under the conviction that God
must be driving us back to the meth-
ods of original Christianity, when
disciples went ‘every where preach-
ing the gospel.” We are being forced
by the very conditions of our time
to get out and personally witness to
lost people where they are if we win
them to Christ. | am finding it as
difficult to get church members to
go out and witness for Christ as it
is to get unsaved into our churches.
We need a revival of first century
Christianity in order to get modern
Christians to practice first century
methods.”

The Kind of World in Which
We Are Living

This is the spring of hope.
is the winter of despair.

Church membership is at an all-
time high, and so are the crime sta-
tistics.

The birth rate affirms our faith in
life, and our behavior on the high-
ways our casual disregard for human
life.

This is the age of the psychiatrist’s
couch, the moving van, the portable

This
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TV set, and the conforming consumer.

This is the age of the lonely crowd
and the restless security of the com-
pany man.

This is an age of revolution in the
midst of reaction.

In our country and abroad, men
and women are struggling out of the
darkness toward the light, seeking to
be persons as God intended them to
be,

While others bomb houses and
burn crosses to keep them shut in
the cellar.

It is a time of abundance, and a
time of scarcity.

It is a time of persecution and of
flight, compassion and welcome.

It is a time when men have walked
in faith without fainting,

A time of academic double talk and
incisive intellectual Christian convic-
tion,

A time when new churches are
growing and old churches are dying,

A time of fear and of courage, of
hatred and of love.

— From an Address by
Dr. Robert J. Cadigan,
Editor, Presbyterian Life

Four Great Moments

Every Christian and church mem-
ber should be brought face to face
with the vows of service made to
God at the time of conversion. The
church owes this to each member. It
must be the layman’s greatest ally in
giving him an avenue of service to
God.

Signs

Here is an idea of weekly endeavor
for a church. This should assist a
pastor in securing more Christian
service from his members and alert
them more in their concern for souls
and the Sunday services.

Even those who are timid about
making a phone call will find courage
to do so when they know that a num-
ber of others are doing the same
thing at the same minute.

Also, others who intend to do some-
thing and postpone it or forget will
get it done under such a program.

In addition to this, it is good for
a church to do things together.

So give this a try! Adapt it to suit
your particular situation.

1 11:00 a.m., Tuesday
Every member of the church who
will is to drop a letter or card to
an absentee in the mail at eleven
o'clock sharp.

2. 9:00a.m Friday
Every member of the church who
possibly can (or the pastor can
strive for a set number of people)
is to call someone on the telephone
and witness to him of Christ and
invite him to church services.

3. 9:00 p.m., Saturday
Every person, young or old, who
is a Christian is to kneel in prayer
to pray especially for the services
Sunday.

4. 9:30 a.m., Sunday (or
school starting time)
Everybody is to be in his seat, for
at the given signal exactly on the
second the Sunday school is to
start.

Sunday

A Philadelphia church has a marble plague over the entrance,

bearing the words, “Gate of Heaven.”

on the church signboard,

Beneath this was the legend

“Closed during July and August.”—

Benjamin P. Browne, in Let There Be Light (Fleming H. Revell Co.)
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Pulpit and Parish Tips

Reading

By E. E. Wordsworth

T ord Bacon said: “Reading makes a

" full man, writing a correct man,
speaking a ready man.” St. Paul said,
“Give attention to reading.” “Espe-
cially the parchments.”

The minister must read widely.
Adam Clarke said, “He must inter-
meddle with all knowledge.” His word
“intermeddle” is not the best selec-
tion, but his thought is worthy. Phi-
losophy, metaphysics, science, theolo-
gy, history (secular and sacred),
biography, Christian fiction, and the
Scriptures are among the fields of
human and divine knowledge for his
perusal.

Bishop Francis Asbury, “The
Knight of the Lone Trail,” traveled
270.000 miles on horseback, preached
16,500 sermons, ordained more than
4.000 ministers, crossed turbulent
streams, climbed the steep mountains,
faced Indian tribes, endured the con-

~Evangelist.

Showing Our L ove

slant hardships of frontier life, ad-
ministered the affairs of his wide
bishopric, prayed through to victory
thousands of souls, yet he found time
in addition to his regular reading of
his Bible to pull books from his sad-
dlebags, and he consistently read a
hundred pages daily.

Wesley, the “horseman of the Lord,”
for fifty years traveled a quarter of
a million miles, reading, studying, and
organizing Methodist societies. He
was a prolific writer and authored 371
books, including a translation of the
New Testament and also a commen-
tary on the New Testament; then said,
“l have more leisure than any man in
England.” He was called “the man of
one Book,” yet he delved into all
knowledge and read with avidity.

Always carry a book with you in
your car. Seize the spare minutes.
Beecher read Froud’s History of Eng-
land through at odd moments after
being called to meals.

With her arms around her father’'s neck, Mary was speaking
words of endearment to him. But her mother noticed that over her
fathers’ shoulder she was sticking out her tongue at her brother
Tom. The mother said, “Take your arms down from your father's
neck, Mary; your father loves Tom as much as he loves you, and
you can’'t stick out your tongue at your brother and love your fa-

ther.”

When you hurl your curses, by word or deed, at those of

another race or class, you must take your arms from around the

neck of God.

—Louis H. Evans in Make Your Faith Work
(The Fleming H. Revell Company)
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The Shepheid. Quality of God

Il. Sheep of

By G. H.

TpuE Lord is my shepherd” (Psalms

23:1). Herein is a blessed ac-
knowledgment. The Psalmist, who
had himself sat watch over his fa-
ther’'s sheep in boyhood days, now
sees himself in a new and wondrous
relationship to God.

If the Word of God and the Spirit
of God have any place in our lives,
we too can gladly identify ourselves
with this discovery. To the natural
man the thought of being a sheep
may be offensive. But to the re-
deemed the thought of being one of
God’s sheep brings rejoicing to their
hearts, for they find themselves ex-
alted by a new-found relationship to
the Saviour, who is their Shepherd
King.

To be a sheep of the Lord’s flock
calls for a transformation of nature.

I recall a young student minister
leaving college and going out to min-
ister. Later on he returned a bit the
worse for wear and remarked: “I
thought that | was going out to min-
ister to sheep but I found myself in-
stead in the midst of wolves.” There
was more truth in that statement
than he knew, for when God’s people
fall away from truth and holiness
their old nature asserts itself and it
is the wolf nature. Did not the Lord
say, “Behold, | send you forth as
sheep in the midst of wolves” (Mat-
thew 10:16) ? The Word goes further
(Galalians 5:15), for it says, “But if

™Kent, England.
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God's Flock

Boffey*

ye bite and devour one another, take
heed that ye be not consumed one
of another.”

Jesus himself takes up this figure
of sheep and shepherd. In order to
reveal His purposes Jesus speaks of
His followers as sheep in John 10.
In | Peter 5:2 the Holy Spirit speaks
of the church as the flock of God.
The opening up of this figure leads
us to many homely and profitable
truths concerning ourselves which we
will observe briefly.

The Sheep Nature

The most obvious truth about a
sheep is that within its nature there
is the proneness to stray. This is re-
corded in lIsaiah 53, where it says,
“All we like sheep have gone astray.”
The parallel is in Luke 15, where the
son strayed from his father’'s home.
Those of the flock who stray will
know only in eternity the pain they
caused the Shepherd and the under-
shepherds.

Some sheep specialize in wander-
ing. They think the grass is always
greener in another field and ignore
the shepherd’'s guidance when he
seeks to lead them to pastures of his
choice. In the church, also, some of
the flock will always be the wander-
ers. They will always be attracted
elsewhere by a special speaker and
they will be missing at the very time
there is a job to be done for the ex-
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tension of His kingdom. Maybe the
work will never be done because of
their negligence. And to excuse their
behavior they say they are led of
God!

I recall a little Welshman—a tramp
—coming into a mission hall in south
London. When approached he told
the leader that he had come along
to help. Knowing him as a “rolling
stone,” the pastor wisely told him
that he could not use him. He was
a wandering sheep whose greatest
ability was that of getting other faith-
ful sheep to follow him in his wander-
ings. Hence he pulled down the work
of God wherever he went.

Another revelation of the sheep na-
ture is that it fights with its head.
Sheep do not have to practice to de-
velop that ability; they do it natur-
ally. It is a sad spectacle to see good
men, mature Christians revealing
their sheeplike nature by bumping
one another around the “fold.”

But in spite of the positive factors
in its nature the sheep is quite de-
fenseless. It is helpless before every
animal of prey. The Lord himself
takes up this point in Matthew 10:16,
where He says: “Behold, | send you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves:
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves.”

The child of God is not to resort
to the arm of flesh to vindicate and
protect himself but is dependent upon
the Lord. And God is able and has
promised to guide the meek in judg-
ment; to give wisdom and upbraid
not; to make all things “work to-
gether for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called ac-
cording to his purpose.”

The Sheep’s llls

As the sheep nibble at the long
grass by the edges of the fields
from time to time they pick up bram-
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bles which mat themselves into the
wool of the sheep. The sheep walks
round trailing the brambles as he
goes. Whenever the shepherd en-
deavors to get hold of him to disen-
tangle the brambles, the sheep rushes
off. Ofttimes for many a day the
chase goes on until finally the shep-
herd does manage to get the wool
cleared. Little does the sheep realize
that the shepherd is the only one
who can and is willing to help. How
harmful these brambles can be! The
wool becomes torn and the body sore
and yet deliverance is within reach
of the sheep all the time. There are
many brambles, too, which are dis-
tressing the flock of God today.
Brambles of false doctrines, ideas,
and grievances fix themselves into
the wool of the sheep and defy even
the most careful shepherd.

At lambing time the ewes often
get on their backs and are unable
to get up again without aid. However
the shepherd has to be extremely
watchful. This happens in a moment.
Just as the time is ready when one
or two lambs will be brought into
the world, the ewe will lie down on
some rising ground and lose its bal-
ance, rolling on its back into a dip.
From such a position it cannot rise
and will suffocate. But the ready
hand of the shepherd can roll the
sheep to its feet. Some very good and
fruitful Christians find themselves
“on their backs” also and need the
kind and ready hand which restores
them to their balance and makes
them effective in the service of God.

There is a certain disease named
foot rot which attacks the foot of
the sheep, causing decay. This comes
about when the sheep are shut in
green fields and the feet grow soft
and tender, usually causing the sheep
to go down on their knees. When
the sheep are allowed to run wild,
finding their way on hard rocks as
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well as in the green fields, their feet
are saved from this rot by the very
hardness of the way. When foot rot
develops the only answer is the knife.
The wise and loving shepherd rounds
up his flock and cuts the decayed
hoofs away and dabs them with tar.
It is a hard and painful task but it
is the only way to get the sheep back
to their feet once more. This is a
vivid picture of God’s dealings with
us. The hardness of the way is but
the mercy of the Lord, for when
man’s continual lot is green pastures
he becomes soft and God has to prune
him with the knife in the hand of
some faithful undershepherd.

The Sheep’s Habits

It is a very interesting fact in this
analogy that lambs are born to travel.
Their legs at birth are the same
length as when they become grown
sheep. This unusual divine provision
for their preservation has spiritual
application. Those who are born into
the kingdom of God are born to
travel. When the Word of God is
planted in the heart by the Holy
Ghost it is wondrous how in a few
short hours a young convert can be
bearing splendid witness for the Lord.
Many of the young converts exhibit
grace and testimony far surpassing
those who are resting upon the spirit-
ual experience of yesterday. The
length of the sheep’s legs at birth
indicates that there are no limits to
the possibilities in God’s work. The
young are not penalized by their im-
maturity. They have the same op-
portunities as those who have trav-
eled many miles along the pathway
of Christian service.

In times of storm the sheep resort
to the hills. Instinct tells them to
interpret the signs of changing
weather and before the storm breaks
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they will have returned to high
ground, thus avoiding floodwaters.
Surely the same guidance is written
into the hearts of God’s sheep! The
Spirit of God uses every storm of
life to drive His own to higher ground
in God.

With the hymn writer God’s chil-
dren should be in a position to sing:

“Lord, lift me up and let me stand,

By faith on heaven’s tableland,

A higher plane than | have found.

Lord, plant my feet on higher
ground.”

The life ministry of the sheep is to
increase the flock and to benefit the
shepherd. Surely every one added to
the fold of the “other sheep” of whom
the Lord spoke is to His eternal bene-
fit. The job of the undershepherd is
to lead the people to fulfill their min-
istry to the great Chief Shepherd.
How often the people of God expect
the minister to fill the seats of the
church! Certainly the job of the true
pastor is to bring in the lost, but it
is only part of his job. The flock
must make increase of itself in love.
The duty of every minister is to feed
the flock but not to bear the lambs
the sheep do that themselves. One
of the reasons God’s work so often
languishes is because ministers fail to
place responsibility where it should
be placed. So we see that both the
sheep and the shepherd have a minis-
try one to the other and neither can
do without the other.

The Sheep’s Feeding

There are a number of things to
be noticed regarding the feeding of
the sheep. First of all the feeding is
of paramount importance. As the
natural life cannot be sustained
without natural food, so the spiritual
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life of the flock of God must be nour-
ished. The principal duty of a pastor
is not in elaborate preaching, visit-
ing, or handshaking, but in feeding
the flock of God with food con-
venient. He may have occasion to
correct, to protect, to stir up from
time to time, but correct feeding is
a cure for many ills.

In boyhood days | learned a lesson
about feeding sheep. Father had a
farm in the Kentish hills and the
lawn in front of the house often got
a bit out of hand. One day we had
what we thought was a good idea and
cut the grass and threw it over the
hedge, making a huge pile for the
sheep. They came up, sniffed and
looked at the pile of grass, and
walked offl Then the fact dawned
upon me—they enjoyed biting the
grass for themselves. What a lesson
for any minister of God’s people! It
is not enough just to feed people with
sermons but we must give them a
ministry which sets them searching
the Book for themselves. Such will
get them testifying and preaching for
themselves and witnessing wherever
they go.

Somehow the folks like to be
choosy—like the child at a party. All
the cakes may be alike but he is cer-
tain to take a long while choosing.
So the grass may be just as good in
one place as another, but the fact of
having bitten it for himself satisfies
something in the sheep’s desire.

Green grass is necessary for the
sheep. The eastern landscape with
intense sunshine, baking the long
stretches of grass until it is scorched
brown, will not give satisfaction to
the hungry flock. They prefer the
shady places and land near to water-
courses, where the grass is sweet and
green.

If we recognize that water is one
of the symbols of the Holy Spirit,
it is easy to see that the Word of
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God, which is our heavenly suste-
nance, is made palatable and succu-
lent to our souls when the Spirit of
God has His way. We are not only
called to a ministry of truth but also
to a ministry of life. Let us make
room for the Spirit of God in our
ministry, for if we force our people
to feed where the grass is brown we
will have a scraggy band of sheep.

Feeding is the central factor in the
life of a sheep. The sheep is drawn
by food. In boyhood days Father
took me down to the sheep and told
me to call them. This | did but they
took no notice. Then Father turned
and allowed the sheep to see a sack
on his back. Immediately they all
came Meeting and hurrying at the
prospect of an extra feed. It was the
sight of the food which brought them.

And so it is in the church. The
pastor is not called to magnetize peo-
ple, mesmerize them, or entertain
them but to feed them. When this
is done the flock of God is gathered
together and is content to remain to-
gether.

The Flock

This naturally brings us to the final
point. Sheep are found in flocks.
They live in flocks and feed in flocks
and sleep in flocks. Should one stray,
then it is in danger and the shepherd
has to leave the ninety and nine and
go out to find the lost sheep.

We are told in Hebrews 10:25 not
to forget the “assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.”

The purpose of the Great Shepherd
is that we might be found in flocks
following the undershepherd until
that day when He shall gather us
all into the heavenly sheepfold.
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It Happened on Sunday Night!

By Milton Harrington

rT1lIE Sunday night service was one
of those difficult ones. There
seemed to be a deadness resting upon
the congregation; people were restless
and weariness was written all over
their faces. As | read my text and
started into the message | realized
unless God broke through to my soul
I was in for a difficult thirty to forty-
five minutes. But this was one of
those nights when God allowed me to
wander around in the sagebrush for
the entire time—or so it seemed. It
was one of those times when my own
soul did not feel the urgency of an
altar call—so dismissal came without
it. On the steps outside the church a
nonmember man of my congregation,
head of a family already in the church,
stopped by shaking hands and men-
tioned he needed help. Looking into
his face, | discovered tears in his eyes
and he was in dead earnest. In just
a few minutes | had him in the study
and we were on our knees praying—
he prayed through to reality in Christ.
The following Saturday night he was
at the men’s prayer meeting with a
victorious testimony and on Sunday
morning placed his membership in the
church. Needless to say, | found a
place of confession and repentance
before God for my overwhelming neg-
ligence in considering a difficult Sun-
day night service as of little im-
portance.
Another Sunday night service was
one of those discouraging ones that |
presume every pastor has. The at-

*Pastor, Reno, Nevada.
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tendance was small due to many con-
flicting interests. We call them one of
those“off” Sunday nights. The temp-
tation was to give a short exhortation
and let the people go home—for the
attendance did not justify the preach-
ing of the message prepared. But this
Sunday night God overwhelmed the
temptation and granted the anointing,
the liberty, the blessing of soul that
every preacher loves. One of those
times when you feel you could preach
forever—and yet common sense tells
you it isn't the thing to do! A stranger
was in the small audience—an elderly
man who sat quietly and courteously.
Finding the stopping point in the
sermon—giving opportunity for altar
service—the dismissal was prayed.
The white-haired gentleman met me
at the door as | offered him my hand
in introduction and he said, “l want
to thank you for the message.” Then
I noticed the tears in his eyes as he
continued, “l1 was a lonely man when
I came into church tonight and you
have helped me. Thank you so very
much for the message.” It was then
the Lord seemed to slip to my side
and whisper, “Do you understand now
why no Sunday night service is in-
significant? Whether you preach to
5 or to 105 there will always be some
need to be met.” So, brother pastor,
when the attendance throws you or
the chains of tightness engulf you, lift
your eyes to Jesus with the realization
that sitting before you as you battle
may be a hungry sinner or a lonely
man.
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Advertising Through Journalism

By Robert D. Rogers*

I1l. Causing the Reader to Feel
a Definite Need

The second step in the technique
of advertising, that of causing the
reader to feel a definite need which
the advertiser is able to satisfy, pre-
supposes the first step, that of gain-
ing the reader’s attention. Unless the
publicist succeeds in fastening the
reader’s attention upon the announce-
ment, all of the other steps are vain.

Once, however, that the reader’s
attention has been focused upon the
advertisement, the journalist can be-
gin his work to instill within the mind
of the reader a feeling that he needs
the product which the advertiser is
presenting. This is no easy task, and
will require the journalist to spend
considerable time and effort in the
study of human needs if he does it
adequately.

Never before has the American
public been so sales-resistant. Due
largely to an almost overwhelming
trend toward mass-sales campaigns,
the average citizen of the United
States has subconsciously built up
within himself a resistance to any
type of salesmanship. Unfortunately,
this resistance carries over even into
the religious strata of the individual’'s
mind. Thus, even though a reader
may be attracted to a church an-
nouncement, he may inadvertently
retreat into his shell of resistance
when he feels that something new

*El Monte, California.

34 (226)

or unknown
him.

Religion of late has not received
all the best of publicity. Doctrinal
disputes, organizational differences,
and widely varied standards among
Christian denominations have con-
tributed to the growth of the seed
of unbelief. People have begun to
wonder whose religious dogmas are
correct, and the concomitant effect
has been a tendency to doubt that
any is right, and consequently to re-
sist the influence of all religious
teachings. The ensuing result has
been that many people simply feel
no permanent religious need. The
church publicist must find a way to
arouse an individual to the point that
he will see a need within himself
that only the Church can satisfy.

The key to human need is twofold:
the average individual is concerned
with his personal needs, and with his
family needs. Any consistently suc-
cessful advertising method must rec-
ognize this truth and make a genuine
attempt to find a solution to these
problems. The best way to use this
key is through an approach to the
family problems. Married people do
have individual problems, but there
is present in marriage that mystical
element which causes these individ-
ual problems to become enveloped
in the mutual needs of the couple or
family. Therefore, by making the
church publicity approach these mu-
tual needs the journalist has his best
opportunity to appeal to the indi-
viduals involved.

is being introduced to
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Whether through newspaper or
through home calling, the most suc-
cessful salesmen seem to find that
the needs of the family group pre-
sent the best avenue through which
a sale can be made. An insurance
company, for instance, will portray a
burning house with a dejected-looking
family standing outside bemoaning
the fact that there was no insurance
on the house to provide them with
a future abode. An automobile re-
pairing concern will employ a photo-
graph of a man standing outside two
wrecked cars, with a shocked coun-
tenance, belatedly regretting that he
had forgotten to keep the front end
of his vehicle in alignment, and that
his family might suffer while he lan-
guished in prison for his careless-
ness. Automobile dealers turn to the
pleasurable side of life, appealing
either to the general family comfort
or to the thought that perhaps the
family needs an extra car for the
woman of the house. Another insur-
ance firm posted a sign in the com-
pany parking lot that informed car
owners that anyone who parked in
the lot did so at his own risk. At
the bottom of the sign was an ad-
vertisement by the insurance agent.
There is more than one way of show-
ing someone his need of something.

Churches cannot afford to be
frightening in their methods of ad-
vertising, as there is nothing which
the church offers that civil law com-
mands a person to possess. There
are, however, moral principles which
the publicity committee for a congre-
gation might utilize as a lever in
order to make a person or group

Achievement

feel a need for something the church
offers. Sometimes a well-chosen
phrase will awaken within a person
the sense of guilt for sins committed
against God. Sometimes an appeal to
the future welfare of the children of
the family will awaken the parents
to the need of church attendance by
the family, and will very often result
in reaching at least the children for
the church school. Appeals to civic
pride, to community duty, and to local
influence are other avenues through
which men and women may be made
to see their need of the church.

In many cases, men and women
may be so weary and bewildered be-
cause of adverse circumstances that
have arisen in their lives that some
word of hope or encouragement in an
advertisement of a church will so in-
terest them that they will eagerly
follow it up. The times of great re-
ligious revivals such as we are pres-
ently experiencing are the best times
to appeal to the inherent human de-
sire for spiritual peace and satisfac-
tion. Mass appeals for men to seek
God seem to create a certain stimulus
to the minds of spiritually unsatisfied
people to get them to take action.

Gaining—and for that matter, hold-
ing—the attention of the reader is of
the utmost importance. An uninter-
ested reader is a reader who will not
act upon the suggestions offered by
advertisements. The church has much
that merits attention. It is the duty
of the church to discover how to gain
the attention of the public through
publicity.

(To be continued)

In order to make his dreams come true a man has to be wide

awake.
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—Swift & Co., Chicago
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Minister or Magician

By J. W. Burch*

C'cience contends and upholds the
law and theory of cause and ef-
fect. The greater the cause, the
greater the effect—the effect always
being derived from the cause. We
find this law has practical application
in the field of the ministry. It is an
inescapable verifying factor standing
always in monumental fashion, sym-
bolic of all successful endeavors.
This trend of thought has been
foremost in my mind of late, due
largely to the fact that | have re-
cently changed pastorates. In coming
to my new field of endeavor | was
keenly aware of the ability of my
predecessors. Then momentarily |
donned the roll of magician and in
frustration | wrestled with the prob-
lem of what to do in order to have
a flourishing church. | thought of
many sensational contests, etc., but
an icy-like fear gripped my heart as
I thought about what | would do
when | pulled the last rabbit out of

"Pastor, Florence, Alabama.

The Minister’'s Message

my hat and found nothing up my
sleeve but my arm. Then | doffed
my magician’s regalia and reached for
the staff, the rod, and the shepherd’s
robe and asked God to make me a
real minister and herald of the truth.
Presently the staccato,like sound of
my palpitating heart slowed to a
normal, peaceful, rhythmical gait that
echoed peace and called me to come
forth from the darkened dungeon of
my dilemma.

I soon found myself standing be-
fore my congregation, challenging
them to the staple, proven method for
building powerful churches—genuine
citadels of faith; the mode of people
and pastor placing their shoulders to
the wheel of hard work; namely, or-
ganized visitation, personal work,
vigilant hours of prayer, faithfulness
to the house of God, and consistent
daily living. When pastor and people
do this, then the top hat becomes
obsolete and the staff forever para-
mount.

An eight-year-old took his mother to Sunday school on a special

day for parents.

She, with the other visitors, listened closely as the

boys and girls answered questions. The minister had one for her son:
“What is it that lives in trees, has bright eyes, sharp teeth, and a bushy

tail, and eats nuts?”
HGod.H
wasn’'t the right answer.”

Everybody was shocked when the boy said,
Later the mother rebuked her son.

“Why, you know that

The boy said, “Yes, the right answer was,

‘Squirrel,’” but a minister ought to be talking about God, not squirrels.”

—New Christian Advocate.
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SZEIFtUVEOnsr W O R K S H O P

Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

The Things of the Spirit

But they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit (Romans 8:5).

I. The Law of the Spirit. “For the law

of the Spirit . . .” (Romans 8:2).
Il. The Life of the Spirit. “The Spirit
of life . . . (Romans 8:2).

Ill. The Leadings of the Spirit. “For as
many as are led by the Spirit . . .”
(Romans 8:14).

IV. The Last Things and the Spirit.
“QOurselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we our-
selves groan within ourselves, wait-
ing for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of our body. For we are
saved by hope ...” (Romans 8:23-
24).

—Nelson G. Mink

Three Choice Sayings of Jesus

. “I will come and heal him” (Matthew
8:7).

1. “. . .1 will build my church ...
(Matthew 16:18).

1. . | will come again . .
14:3).

. (John

Souls. Souls, Souls

Two hundred forty-nine people will be
added to the world, over and above those
who die, before you finish reading this
article! The world population is in-
creasing daily at the rate of 120,000;
that's an annual increase of 43 million,
advises the United Nations. The world
population now stands at two billion,
seven hundred million, all people for
whom Christ died. In the light of this
increase; missionary work is losing
ground! The new converts only take
the place of those who “go to be with
the Lord.”

—Selected

*Pastor, Waco, Texas.
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Sentence Sermons

“If you have the right key, you can
sing in any flat.”

“Some folk never change their opinion
because it's been in the family for
generations.”

“About the best eraser in the world is
a good night’s sleep.”

“Minds are like parachutes; they func-
tion only when open.”

“Fellows who drive with one hand
are usually headed for a church aisle.
Some will walk down it; others will be
carried.”

—Contributed

Dr. Orval J. Nease's Statements at a
District Assembly Years Ago

“If a fellow doesn’'t do any more than
hold his own, he isn't doing any good.
For he isn't bringing in any interest on
his investment.

“We are developing a generation of
Sunday morning Nazarenes. Wish they’'d
leave a photograph or a lock of their
hair, so we could remember them.

“At Philippi they had a revival before
breakfast, got the jailer converted, and
ate breakfast with him.

“My brother Floyd said, as they were
taking him into the operating room, ‘My
horizon is clear. This may mean the
New Jerusalem to me.””

“The world has been enriched more
by the poverty of its saints than by the
wealth of its millionaires.”

“The Great Physician never takes
down the wrong bottle.”

—Selected
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CHURCH LOYALTY MONTH

By M. C. Garrison*

Schedule of Activities

April 30—May 4

Know Your Church. “Learn of
me” (Matthew 11:29).

We had a Christian Service Train-
ing class this week with the book
You and Your Church as the text.
May 7-11

Your Church Prays. “Tarry ye”
(Luke 24:49).

This week we had a short message
on prayer each evening and then
a season of prayer at the altar.
May 14-18

Your Church Works. “Go ye”
(Matthew 28:19).

We studied on personal evangelism
this week and encouraged our peo-
ple to put into practice daily what
they learned. (We originally plan-
ned to have our folk go out two
and two to certain homes for per-
sonal evangelism but weather did
not permit.)

~Evangelist.

May 21-25
Your Church Fellowships. “Break-
ing bread from house to house”
(Acts 2:45).

Our membership was divided into
groups with each group visiting in
certain homes of the membership
at specified times. Then, on Satur-
day night, we had a grand fellow-
ship supper at the church with all
the member families and their
friends.
May 28—June 1

Your Church Teaches. “Teaching
them to observe all things whatso-
ever | have commanded you” (Mat-
thew 28:20).

Our vacation Bible school to come
in this week.

My Sunday messages were along
the line of the workings of the Early
Church and planned to fit in with
the following week’s activities. A
special Mother’'s Day emphasis in the
Sunday school helped also.

An Oklahoma Indian farmer enlisted in World
War | and was sent to Fort Sill for training. After
some months in training camp he was found absent
from roll call. An officer found him on his farm plow-
ing. The officer tried to impress him with the serious-
ness of deserting the United States Army and asked
why he had done such a thing. The Indian replied,
“Too much salute, and not enough shoot.”
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dpreaching program forMay

May 4, 1958

Morning Subject: THE IMPERATIVE HOLINESS

Text: Hebrews 12:14
I. Holiness Defined

A. Holiness is heart purity (I John 3:3).

B. Holiness means a setting apart (Psalms 4:3).

C. Holiness means belonging to God (I Corinthians 3:16-17).
Il. Holiness P rovided

A. Christ's provision (Hebrews 10:14).

B. Peter’s testimony (Acts 15:8-10).

C. The promise of Pentecost (Acts 2:39).
Ill. Holiness D emanded

A. Commanded (I Peter 1:15, 16).

B. Progress denoted (Hebrews 6:1).

C. All sin destroyed (Il Peter 3:11-13).

m-Ro0ss W. Hayslip, Pastor
Carthage, Missouri

Evening Subject: THREE THINGS SHED

Text: John 1:16
I. Blood Shed for Us (Matthew 26: 28)
A. Remits sin (Matthew 26: 28).
B. Purges conscience (Hebrews 9:14).
C. Cleanses from all sin (I John 1:7).
Il. Spirit Shed on Us (Titus 3:6)
A. Imparts life (Romans 6:11).
B. Sanctifies (Il Thessalonians 2:13).
C. Empowers for service (Acts 1:8).
IIl. Love Shed in Us (Romans 5:5)
A. Love will be the supreme preference of the soul (Mark
12:30, 31).
B. Love is instinct with activity (James 1: 27).
C. Love fulfills all laws of the Spirit (Romans 13:10).
—Ro0ss W. Hayslip

May 11, 1958

Morning Subject:
HOLINESS LESSONS FROM THE LAND OF CANAAN
Text: Numbers 13:30
Introduction: It has long been an accepted teaching in the holiness
movement that the land of Canaan in the history of Israel is
typical of the sanctified experience of the Christian.
l. Possession

A. Invincibility of the sanctified through God (Joshua 1:5)
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B. Inheritance of the sanctified from God (Numbers 33:53)
C. Progress of the sanctified under God (Joshua 1:3)
Il. Separation
A. Set apart by holiness (Leviticus 20: 26)
B. Set apart by honesty (Deuteronomy 8:10)
C. Set apart by love (Deuteronomy 7:7. 8)
Ill. Stewardship
A. Stewardship of possessions (Leviticus 28:30)
B. Stewardship of praise (Deuteronomy 8:10)
C. Stewardship of the Word of God (Joshua 1: 8)
—Ro0ss W. Hayslip

Evening Subject: MOTHER’'S PRAYERS FOLLOW
Text: Judges 13: 23— 16: 30
I. A Praying Mother
A. Manoah’s wife knew how to pray.
B. An angel appeared unto her.
C. Her son’s welfare was her heart's desire.
Il. A Prodigal Son
A. Samson’s morals were loose.
B. Samson was full of self-conceit.
C. Samson was lulled by carnal security.
I1l. A Penitent Sinner
A. Broken by sin.
B. The prayer at the pillars.
C. God answered prayer and restored his strength.
— Ro0ss W. Hayslip

May 18, 1958
Morning Subject: THE GREATER WORKS

Text: John 14:12
Introduction: The great fact that Jesus sought to establish in the
minds of His followers was that, although He was going away,
the Holy Spirit would come to help them carry on the work
of salvation.
I. The Wonderful Works of Jesus
A. Healed all manner of diseases.
B. Raised the dead to life.
C. Showed power over the forces of nature.
Il. The Greater Work of the Disciples
A. Ministered to many more people than Jesus was able to.
B. Ministry still going on (Jesus only three years on earth) .
C. Ministry with great facilities (modern means of communica-
tion) .
Ill. The Reason for the Greater Works
A. Christ goes to be an Intercessor for us.
B. The Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us.
C. The Holy Spirit empowers us for our service.
— Ro0Ss W. Hayslip
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Evening Subject: THE NEW CHURCH AT SYCHAR

Text: John 4:4
I. Needy City
A. A famous city (near Jacob’s Well)
B. A religious city (the belief of the Samaritans)
C. A sinful city (woman and associates)
Il. Numerous Contacts
A. Anxious Saviour (“must needs go through Samaria”)
B. Busy disciples (went to buy meat)
C. Saved sinner (testimony of woman)
I1l. New Church
A. Testifying church (“we know,” v. 42)
B. Growing church (“many believed,” v. 39)
C. Spiritual church (besought Him to tarry with them, v. 40)
Conclusion: We must awaken to the needs of our surrounding
cities and make effort to contact them by the establishing of
new Churches of the Nazarene.
—Ross W. Hayslip

May 25, 1958

Morning Subject: THE WINDS OF GOD
Text: Acts 2:2
Introduction: A mighty, rushing wind typifying the incoming of
the Holy Spirit blew on the disciples and they became changed
men. May the winds of God blow on His followers today!
I. Transforming Winds
A. Deliverance from fear (John 20:9).
B. Deliverance from pettiness (Mark 10:41).
C. Deliverance from selfishness (Mark 10: 35-37).
Il. Occupying W inds
A. Consecration to God (Acts 2:1).
B. Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5).
C. Indwelling by the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:27).
I1l. Evangelizing Winds
A. They became bold witnesses (Acts 2:47).
B. They became tireless workers (Acts 2:47).
C. They had the spirit of martyrs (Acts 12:2).
—Ross W. Hayslip

Evening Subject: THREE MEN NAMED ANANIAS
Text: Acts 23:2; 5:1; 9:10
Introduction: Here are three different men who had the same
name. Note the difference in their characters. The name does
not make or break a man.
I. The Religionist
A. He was a church member (Judaism).
B. He kept the ordinances (laws of Judaism).
C. He was sincere. (His sincerity did not keep him from being
wrong.)
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Il. The Hypocrite
A. He was selfish in keeping that which he felt that he ought
to give.
B. He was doubtless fearful in that he failed to trust God.
C. He was a pretender to an action that he had not performed.
IIl. The Soul Winner
A. He was adisciple (Acts 9:10).
B. He was a man of vision (Acts 9:10).
C. He was a man of obedience (Acts 9:17).
— Ross W. Hayslip

4 HCOLIISrHiSS ...

HOLINESS, THE DOCTRINAL SUMMIT

Text: Il Timothy 2: 21
I. The Possibility of Holiness
A. The scope—*if any man”
B. The condition—“purge himself”
Il. The Preparation for Holiness
A. Personal purging—*“purge himself”
B. Doctrinal purging—*“from these things” (cf. v. 18)
IIl. The Product of Holiness
A. Justified—"a vessel unto honour”
B. Sanctified—"a vessel. .. sanctified”
IV. The Program of Holiness
A. Serving God—*"and meet for the master’s use”
B. Serving man—*and prepared unto every good work”
—Kenneth S. Armstrong
Wichita, Kansas

THE TRIUMPH OF HOLINESS

Text: | John 3:8-10
I. The Degradation of Sin
A. Sin belongs to Satan.
B. Sin began with Adam.
C. Sin dwells in man.

Il. The Propitiation of Christ
A. Christ came to destroy sin.
B. Christ lived above sin.
C. Christ triumphed over sin.
IIl. The Restoration of Man
A. Man need not sin.
B. Man may be born of God.
C. Man may live in righteousness.

— Robert Sporleder
Pastor, Wenatchee, Washington
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THE CHRISTIAN’'S GREATEST NEED
(The Need of Holiness)

Texts: Hebrews 12:14 and | Thessalonians 4:3

Introduction: In our world there are many needs. Among these
there are material needs, physical needs, financial needs, and
spiritual needs. The Christian’s greatest need, however, is in the
realm of the spiritual.
I. Holiness IS Needed Because God Commands It (I Peter 1:16).

A. This command centers in the fact that God is holy.

B. The quality of our holiness is to correspond to His (illustra-
tion) .

C. This command of God was made possible through the gift
of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 13:12).

Il. Holiness IS Needed in Order to Remove Carnality.

A. Carnality remains in the heart of the believer.

B. This carnal mind cannot be suppressed (Romans 8:7).

C. The Holy Spirit, in sanctifying the Christian, cleansed the
heart from this carnal nature.

D. With carnality gone, the inner war ceases, and the Chris-
tian has the power to live victoriously (illustration of Dr.
Bresee).

I1l. Holiness |Is Needed to Prepare Oneself for Death.

A. It gives grace for a perfect passing (illustration of Stephen).

B. There is no place for sin in heaven.

C. At the judgment, holiness will be the passport to “eternal
life.”

Conclusion: There are some things that we need which we cannot
obtain, but not so with our greatest need. Holiness is
available to us, and if we fail to enter into this exper-
ience, and miss our way, the responsibility rests with
us. Let us seek this experience, and remember, “They
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness . . .
shall be filled.” You need holiness here and you will
need it in eternity.

— Carl Allen, Pastor
Bay City, Michigan

DEFINITION OF HOLINESS

Scripture: lsaiah 35:8, “. . . it shall be called . . . holiness.”

Introduction: Holiness is not popular. It is subject of controversy;
reason little is taught. Branded by nicknames; reason few stand
up for it. Accepted by minority; in spite of it they reveal its
teachings, demonstrate its principles.

l. The Description— “It shall be called.”

Blessing is described from Genesis to Revelation.
Not a theory or designed theology.
Bible given; Scriptures teach.

Il. The Distinction—“The redeemed of the Lord.”
Redemption is twofold.
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Man has a double need.
Depends on human-divine co-operation.
I1l. The Direction— “Ransomed of the Lord shall come to Zion.”
Final security of the saints.
Not a monotonous trudge but rejoicing.
Why not strive to enter into the experience?
—Henry T. Beyer
Pastor, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

“P” IS FOR PENTECOST
Scripture Area: Acts 1—2

Introduction: Note how a child uses aids to perfect his mastery
of the alphabet.
I. Pentecost Promised—"“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost”
(1:5).
A. The preparation of Pentecost (1:13a)
B. The prerequisite of Pentecost (1:4b)
C. The prevalence of Pentecost (2:1)
Il. Pentecost Presented—"“And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost (2:4).
A. The Presence of Pentecost (2: 2)
B. The purging of Pentecost (2: 3)
C. The pronouncement of Pentecost (2: 4b, 8)
I1l. Pentecost Perpetuated—"“And ye shall be witnesses” (1:8).
A. The preaching of Pentecost (2:14-36)
B. The power of Pentecost (2:41)
C. The potential of Pentecost (2:47b)
Conclusion: Will you be alink in this Pentecostal perpetuation?
— Walter G. Graeflin
Pastor, Anderson, Indiana

PENTECOST A PERSONAL CRISIS
Text: Acts 2:4

I. Suddenness of Spirit's Coming

A. Sudden termination of tarrying
B. Sudden appearance of the symbols
C. Sudden coming of the Holy Spirit

Il. Instantaneousness of Spirit's Infilling
A. Holy Spirit a Person
B. Personality indivisible
C. Infilling must be instantaneous

IIl. Immediateness of Spirit's Transforming
A. Obvious immediate change in Peter
B. Other disciples show same change
C. Experience truly a personal crisis

— Charles Muxworthy
Pastor, Red Deer, Alberta
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“OUT WHERE THE FULL TIDE FLOWS”

Text: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis

VI.

May, 1958

6:8).

The Value of Divine Favor. “But Noah found grace .. ."”

The name “Noah” in Hebrew, Noack, “Rest or Quiet.”

A. Grace builds. “By the grace of God | am what I am” (I Co-
rinthians 15:10).

B. Grace inspires. “l was made a minister according ...” (Ephe-
sians 3:7-8).

C. Supplies needs (Phil. 4:19).

. Doing All the Will of God. “Thus did Noah according to all that

God . ..” (Genesis 6:23).

A. Obedience is everything with God. “Not every one that
saith . . .” (Matthew 7:21).

B. Joseph and Mary. “And when they had performed all
things . . .” (Luke 2:39).

C. Paul’s testimony. “l was not disobedient . . .” (Acts 26:19).

Fountains of the Deep Broken Up. “The same day were all the

fountains of the great deep broken up ... " (Genesis 7:11).

A. God’s open windows of spiritual blessings. “ ... not ... room
enough to receive” (Malachi 3:10).

B. Jesus and our fullness of joy. “ . .. that your joy might be
full” (John 15:11).

C. Broken things precious in God’s sight. “God will heal the
broken heart, but He must have all the pieces.”

. The Windows of Heaven Opened. “ . . . and the windows of

heaven were opened” (Genesis 7:11).

A. God promises this to those who tithe (Malachi 3:10).

B. Paul lived under them. “And | am sure that, when | come
unto you . ..” (Romans 15:29).

C. God wants us all to have this kind of experience.

The Power That Prevails. “And the waters prevailed exceed-

ingly upon the earth . ..” (Genesis 7:19).

A. Silent, sure moving of the waters. Every object overcome.

B. You can prevail over every lust, passion, temptation, trial,
weakness, and sin.

C. “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit . . .” (Luke 4:14).

D. “Every living thing was destroyed.” (Genesis 7:23). God
will not stop until every enemy is beneath our feet.

The Rainbow in the Cloud. “l do set my bow in the cloud . . .”
(Genesis 9:13). Adam Clarke says about the rainbow:

A. Never seen but in showery weather.

B. Seen only when the sun shines.
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C. Always appears opposite the sun.

D. Never appears greater than a semicircle. (Note, Adam Clarke
lived before the age of the airplane. In a plane you can see
a complete circle.)

E. It exhibits seven prismatic colors: red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, indigo, and violet.

F. The whole phenomenon depends on the rays of the sun falling
on spherical drops of water and being in their passage through
them refracted and reflected. (End of Clarke’'s quotations.)

G. John saw a rainbow round about the throne.

H. The rainbow represents the outshining of God after trial.

“Fear thou not; for | am with thee . ..” (Isaiah 41:10).
“When thou passest through the waters . . .” (lsaiah 43:2).
“And ye now therefore have sorrow: but | will see you
again . . .”(John 16:22).

—Nelson G. Mink
Pastor, Waco, Texas

JUDGMENT DAY

Introduction: Other great days in history. But Judgment Day one
of the greatest.

I. Day of Congregation
A. Every knee shall bow.
B. No invitations necessary.
C. Won't have to go after them.
Il. Day of Revelation
A. We'll understand some things.
B. Nothing hid that shall not be revealed.
C. Except sins under the Blood.
Il1l. Day of Accusation
A. Blaming one another for failures to get saved.
B. Past generations rise up against us.
IV. Day of Condemnation
A. Embarrassment.
B. Cry for rocks and mountains to fall on them.
V. Day of Separation
A. Family circles broken.
B. “Good-by forever.”
VI. Day of Coronation.
A. For the Christian.
B. For the Lord Jesus.
Conclusion: Are you ready for that Day?
—C. B. McCaull, Pastor
Columbus, Kansas
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Book of the Month Selection, March, 1958

CHANGE OF POLICY: You will note that this review appears sixty
days after the book was mailed to the members of the Book Club.
We are doing this because we want to get the books out to the
members while they are still fresh.

THE GAMBLERS AT GOLGOTHA
By G. Hall Todd (Baker, $2.75)

There are a number of reasons why | have chosen this book as the
Book Club selection for March. First, it stands out as the most worthy of
all of the pre-Easter books that | have had the opportunity of reading
this spring. And you will most assuredly be definitely enriched for your
Easter ministry by reading The Gamblers at Golgotha.

Second, the book by sheer merit deserves to be on your shelf. This
man Todd writes as though he had actually been present at Golgotha.
He reveals an amazing familiarity with the little known contributors to
the Calvary scene—the donkey, the good man of the house, the man carry-
ing the jug of water, the host in the upper room, the police who arrested
Jesus, and let's not forget sly, old Annas. He does not only meet and
greet these individual contributors to the Calvary picture; he pauses long
enough to evaluate their contribution and to show how they still live
in the lives of people today.

It is this ability that the author has of bringing to the witness stand
the lesser lights who stood in the shadows and making them testify—
that is the thing | think you will enjoy reading.

And then, third, his writing is as studded with brilliant illustrations
as the desert sky is studded with stars and they twinkle just as brightly.

Other books beg for the nomination for this particular month but
The Gamblers at Golgotha earned it by sheer merit.

THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT
By Harry Buis (Baker, $2.75)

Here is a very timely book. There has been too long and ominous a
silence relative to the doctrine of eternal punishment. As the pulpits
have been too silent, sinners have seemed to lose their fear of hell.

The author with a warm, evangelical touch and a careful loyalty to
the Scriptures gives us a scholarly study of the doctrine of eternal punish-
ment. He very thoroughly goes into the scriptural support for it. He
guotes also from early authorities and deals splendidly with the present-day
position in the conservative and neo-orthodox field.

There is very, very little in this study that you will not give whole-
hearted endorsement to, and | venture you will have very few other books
in your entire library in this general area of doctrine.
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A TEEN-AGER'S GUIDE TO PERSONAL SUCCESS
By Erma Paul Ferrari (Abingdon, $2.00)

In some respects this is just the kind of book you would like to have
on hand to loan to your teen-ager as he faces the problems of growing up
through the stormy teen-age years. But the author totally spoils the book
by a strong recommendation of dancing and movie attendance, not only
as something to be tolerated, but rather as something to be recommended.
Strange how teen-agers are supposed to find help by patronizing those
various influences that throughout the years have become moral hazards
in the pathway of youth.

SIMPLE SERMONS ON SIMPLE THEMES
By W. Herschel Ford (Zondervan, $2.00)

The ten sermons in this volume are properly termed “simple.” This
is not meant to be a term of ridicule at all, for gospel sermons should
always be built on a simple pattern. However, the sermons in this book
are more than simple; to be honest, they are very ordinary. You could
slip into the average Sunday evening service of the average church and
hear sermons as good as these many, many places.

There is some value in their pertinent illustrations, but the book is
decidedly mediocre.

BOUGHT BY THE BLOOD
By Robert G. Lee (Zondervan, $2.95)

Here we have the fire, passion, sacred eloquence, and evangelical
presentation of Biblical truths and fundamental doctrines vividly set forth
with abundant scripture quotations and realistic new illustrations by this
world-renowned preacher, lecturer, author, and revivalist. He makes truth
live as he so nobly defends the Christian faith. This is an extraordinary
book of sermons, soul-stirring messages, dedicated to the praise and glory
of God. Not a dry sermon in the book. It will thrill you, inspire you,
inform you, and make you love the Word of God more and more.

E. E. Wordsworth
THE WAY TO BIBLICAL PREACHING
By Donald G. Miller (Abingdon, $2.50)

Dr. Miller redefines expository preaching and gives it real meaning.
He is concerned with contents rather than form; with accurate, balanced,
and scriptural interpretations rather than far-fetched conclusions. He
makes clear what true Biblical preaching consists of. It is truly a “how”
book for preachers. It is strikingly different from many books on ex-
pository preaching and is invaluable in its field. The subtitle accurately
suggests his thesis: “How to Communicate the Gospel in Depth.” It will
enrich the mind and make you a better preacher.

E. E wordsworth

THE SECRET OF RADIANT CHRISTIAN LIVING
By Sunon Blocker (Eerdmans, $2.00)

Thirteen chapters designed to help a Christian grow in grace and
spiritual strength. Blocker writes superbly and every chapter is both de-
lightful and edifying. The one on “Facing Crises with Christ” is worth
the price of the book, and the excellent treatment of prayer in chapter six,
“Commanding God’s Gifts,” will stir your heart.

Each chapter is prefaced by a poem. No sources being cited, | assume
Blocker wrote them. If so, he is much better at prose. The verses are
mediocre; the messages are very good.

W. E. McCumber
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Proclaim to All
Who Pass By . ..

CENTRAL

CHURCH

OF THE

NAZARENE

there's a
Church of
the Nazarene

In your community

A WISE
ANNIVERSARY
YEAR
INVESTMENT
THAT WILL
PAY DIVIDENDS
FOR YEARS

TO COME

Master Sign

ALL-PURPOSE For use on highways, in the city, and most
of all as a church sign.

ATTRACTIVE NEW COLORS Beautiful blue background with
"Church of the Nazarene" in yellow-gold.

DISTINCTIVE DESIGN Framed with modern steel tubing
with attractive scrollwork and cross surmounting the frame.

PERMANENT Durably made of twenty-gauge steel for long
jse. Continued luster is assured by base coat of red primer,
Dver which are baked three coats of the fin?st industrial
?namel obtainable.

LETTERING May be lettered in white with desired wording

?bove “CHURCH" and/or below "NAZARENE" at no extra
harg?.  Allow three weeks for delivery.

No. SI-395

FOR A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION, IMPORTANT

ONLY $39.50 each

FREE-SWINGING The sign itself is hinged to the frame
at the top to allow it to swing freely, eliminating resistance
to wind pressure.

DUAL-VIEW Lettered and completely finished on both sides,
making it effective from either side.

EASY TO ERECT Perfectly engineered and will balance
itself on a flat surface. The frame may be easily and
quickly attached to a 23e-inch O.D. pipe for upright support.
Complete erection details are provided with each sign.

ECONOMICAL If produced by a local sign maker cost would
run between $75.00 and $100.00, but because of quantity
purchase, we are able to offe- it for only $$39.50.

SIZE All-over dimensions, 46" high, 52Vv2" wide.
9" high. Sign itself, 32" high, 48" wide.

Cross,

(Delivery charge extra)

INFORMATION, AND

SPECIAL ORDER BLANK, WRITE TODAY TO—

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost, Box 527, Karra*; City 41, Missouri



The First Complete and
Unabridged Edition
iIn Nearly 100 Years!

The Works of JOHN WESLEY

Fourteen-volume set in large, clear type ® Striking gold-
designed jacket in keeping with this Golden Anniversary

publication event

General Superintendent Young Says

"No cne can truly understand our church's doctrines and bypass
the writings o John Wesley. | cm more than pleased that his com-
plete works are now being made available io all of cur ministers and
laymen, and at such a reasonable price.

"The answer to many of the questions concerning John Wesley
is to be fcund by reading Wesley himself. | know that his writings
reveal the eighteenth century—and to some extent they may be dated

but the truths they contain are for all the centuries and will help us meet the

spiritual needs of our own day."

Write for full details and our

SAVE $5.00

Limited Prepublication Offer

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 1592 Bioor St., W.
Toronto 9, Ontario

Washington at Bresee
2923 Troo't, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

Paradena 7, California
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