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GUEST EDITORIAL

| Wonder If He Understands Yet:

By J. B. Ggoran

‘T 'he pastor made a Special appoint-

ment for a conference with the
general superintendent. This made it
necessary for the pastor to “ask the
leading questions” and get the con-
versation started. | was so interested
in what was said that | think 1 shall
tell you as much about it as | can
now recall. And perhaps | can do it
better by just giving the conversation
in their own words.

Pastor: “l1 have come to talk with
you about my work and to ask you if
you will use your influence to help me
get a better church and a better op-
portunity. | have been in my present
pastorate now for three years and |
feel like | have earned a promotion.
There are many preachers who have
been in the work no longer than I
have who have better churches and
better opportunities and better sal-
aries than | have. But | do not seem
to know how to pull the ropes to get
promotions. My wife tells me that I
am too modest and urges me to de-
mand my rights and to ask openly
for reward for my labors. | have had
the advantage of the schools and have
been in the ministry ten years. |
passed the Course of Study in three
years and was ordained when | was
only twenty-five. |1 have had five

churches in ten years, but | have
never had a real good church yet,
and | feel that the time has come

*Reprinted, Preacher’'s Magazine, December,
1937.

when | should be given a chance.
Pretty soon the years will creep up
on me and | will be past my prime and
| feel that now is the time for me to
accept a pastorate that can adequately
support me and my family and which
will offer me the opportunity that |
feel |1 have a right to expect.”

General Superintendent: “lI am very
glad you have come, brother, and |
shall be glad to do anything I can for
you. You understand, of course, that
in our church not very many pas-
tors are directly appointed by the gen-
eral superintendent, but | shall be
glad to mention you to district su-
perintendents who are in need of men,
and the district superintendents will
in turn mention you wherever open-
ings occur. Perhaps you know about
the situation on your own district
here. Are there to be any openings
soon?”

Pastor: “Well, there are frequently
openings on this district, but | never
get a chance at them. Our district
superintendent does not seem to like
me any too well, and | do not know

why. | have never done him any
harm whatsoever. But when he does
have an opening he shifts about

among his pastors and finally brings
in a new man to take the last place
in the line of openings, and often |
do not hear about it until everything

is settled. | want to get on another
district. | have been here all my min-
isterial life and 1 think it is an in-

stance of a prophet being without



honor in his own country. Please get
me a good church on some other dis-
trict.”

General Superintendent: “You say
you have had five churches in ten
years and all on this district. What
churches have you had and how did
you get along in each one of them?”

Pastor: “Well, my first place was
just really a preaching point, although
there was once an organized church
there. The people kept dropping out
and moving away until | just could
not get a support and | had to seek
a better field. The second church was
divided when 1 got there and with no
fault of mine the people just con-
tinued to bicker until I became con-
vinced that no one could do anything
there until the present generation dies
off. My third church was brought
into the denomination in pretty much
full form. | had some good people.
But they were not Nazarenes and
would not tithe or co-operate in a
Nazarene program and | came to
where | felt that | was just wasting
my time to stay with them, so after
two years | left them. My fourth
church wanted to build and | felt
that | could not take on the burden
of such an undertaking. My present
church was greatly overestimated. |
would never have gone there if | had
known conditions. There were debts
to pay and the people are poor, and
because the former pastor boosted
so much, the District Assembly con-
cluded that the church could carry
big budgets and our people got dis-
couraged and we just cannot do what
the assembly expects of us and we do
not seem to be able to get hold of
the outside. | am a radical preacher
and the people of our community
are not willing to take the way, and
so our crowds are too small to be
inspiring and our finances have run
down and the preacher that follows
me is going to get the disappointment

2 (290)

of his life. |1 hope you will get me a
good church very soon. | want to
leave right away.”

General Superintendent: “Do you

generally have good revivals where
you serve as pastor? When a preach-
er majors on fundamental doctrines
of Christianity and preaches with
force and unction, though some are

offended, nevertheless, we are en-
couraged, if others are definitely
benefited.”

Pastor: “Well, 1 have never seen a

big revival that was really deep, and
I insist on solid work. | don't get as
many to the altar as some do, but the
ones that do come are surely in earn-
est and the professions | have are

genuine. | do not believe in counting
noses.”
General Superintendent: “Some

have to sow, you know, if others are
to reap, and we must keep our cour-
age up and do our best, even though
another may gather the sheaves and
get the credit. How have the four
churches you have served previous
to your present charge prospered af-
ter you left them?”

Pastor: “Well, that is just what |
was thinking about. Every one of the
four churches | have served has had
revivals and is now paying its Gen-
eral and District budgets and getting
on well, and | take credit for having
laid good foundations upon which oth-
ers have built. The church 1 am
serving now used to have revivals and
pay good budgets and get along well,
and | believe that my work will pre-
pare the way for another period of
blessing, although of course my suc-
cessor will get the credit, since- it was
not done while | have been there.
People so soon forget the faithful la-
bors of a preacher who is not able to
make a big showing.”

General Superintendent: “About
these preachers who started out about
the same time you started and who

The Preacher's Magazine



have better churches than you have—
tell me about them. Have they moved
pretty often and have they always
gone to better churches than they
left?”

Pastor: “Well, |1 did not have any
one particular in mind when | made
that statement.”

General Superintendent: “lI was
just thinking about your close neigh-
bor over here, --------m- oo . As |
remember it he has been in his pres-
ent place for seven or eight years and
that church did not have more than
fifty members when he went there
and it paid only twelve dollars a week.
Now there are over two hundred
members and they pay him forty dol-
lars a week and give him many other
things of value.”

Pastor: “Yes, | know, but he just
happened to get into a city where it
is easy to build our work.”

General Superintendent: “l have
been thinking o f--------m-mmmmeeeemmv of this
district. He has his third church now
and every time he moved he accepted
a smaller church with less salary than

he left, but he always builds his
charge.”
Pastor: “Yes,----—--—---- can build up to

a certain point. But it might be that

if he stayed longer his work would
fail on him.”
General Superintendent: “Do you

have a good Sunday school?”

Pastor: “Our Sunday school is a
weak point in our church. We are in
a central location and that gives us a

poor chance to get Sunday school
scholars.”

General Superintendent: “How is
your young people’'s work?”

Pastor: “We tried to have an
N.Y.P.S., but we have practically

abandoned it. The young people are
not willing to pay the price and | am
determined not to have a worldly
crowd about me.”

General Superintendent: “What sec-

July, 1960

tion of the country do you have in
mind if you make a move?”

Pastor: “Well, 1 would like to have
a church in a mild climate. My wife’s
health will not brook hard winters,
and you know a man must look after
his family’s health. Then I would like
a city that is not too large and yet not
too small. As to salary, of course a
man must have a living for his family.
Then | want a place where the church
is not divided and one where the com-
munity is favorable, so | will have a
good opportunity. | hope you can help
me to get located.”

General Superintendent: “You go
ahead and write to district superin-
tendents in the section where you
think you would like to go and in
your letters, if you like, tell the breth-
ren they may write to me regarding
you and your work.”

Six weeks later a district superin-
tendent said to his general superin-
tendent, “1I want to ask you about
He writes me that he
would like to come to my district and
he mentions you in connection with
his plan for a change. Now | have
a church where the people have be-
come divided over a pastor who
stayed too long. Would this man
know how to unite these people and
lead them on to victory in the war
against the common foe? Then | have
another church that needs to build,
and they want to build. Would he
be a good man to carry through a dif-
ficult building program where there is
little money and where a preacher
must fight for every inch of advance-
ment? Pretty soon | am expecting a
change in a good church with a fine
opportunity. Would you recommend
him for that place?”

To all of this the general superin-
tendent replied, “Brother ---------- is a
very good man. He is clean and
straight and of splendid appearance.
He has a nice family, is well educated,

(291) 3



a good preacher, and a wonderful

brother.”

A few weeks later the general su-
perintendent met the pastor again.
The pastor said, “l1 had a letter from
the superintendent of the district to
which | have thought | would like to
go. | had written the district superin-
tendent and his letter was in answer
to mine. But he said he had no place
for me just now. He said he would
file my letter, and if there should
come an opening later in some place
where it seemed | might fit, he would
get in touch with me.”

The general superintendent did not
make any direct reply and soon led
the conversation to other subjects. |
thought the matter over and was con-
vinced that | had just seen a pastor
who is “almost a success,” but whose
faults are fundamental, rather than

acute, and | just wonder if he under-
stands his plight. | even wonder if he
is conscious that he has been weighed
in the balances by his brethren and
has been found wanting. | wonder if
he realizes that it is possible to take
a church and build it into a larger
church, and that this is the very best
way to get a better church and a
better opportunity. | wonder to what
pathetic conclusion this preacher’s
ministry will come. | wished that |
might talk to him confidentially and
tell him what they say is the matter
with him. But then | wonder if he
would understand if | tried to do
that. | wonder if there is anything at
all that can be done. This preacher is
sick of alibis, and that is a disease
which is seldom cured. If it is ever
cured the man must find the medicine
and have the courage to take it in
big and regular doses.

MY BEST FRONM JOHIN W ESL EY

True Holiness a Scarcity

“This is at1 the religion they can allow, without degenerating

into enthusiasm!

So true it is, that the faith of a devil, and the life

of a heathen, make up what most men call a good Christian!” (page
456, paragraph 2) “with grief of heart | speak it, and not with joy,

that scarcely is the form of godliness seen among us.

We are all

indeed called to be saints, and the very name of Christians means

no less.

But who has so much as the appearance? Take any one

you meet; take a second, a third, a fourth, or the twentieth. Not one
of them has even the appearance of a saint, any more than of an

angel” (p. 457, paragraph 3).

John Wesley, Works of John Wesley, Volume VII

4 (292)

— James L. Neal
Knoxville, Tennessee
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VII.

Ty/HiLE w™MosT orF us think of the

Reformation as striking at the
heart of ecclesiastical policies and the-
ological beliefs, actually it had as
much to do with patterns of worship
as with any other phase of church
life. At the heart of the Reformation
were the desire and the attempt to
shake off the formalism of medieval
Catholicism and to purify its worship
by a return to the worship of the
Primitive Church. Much of the force
of the Reformation came from the
common folk who were seeking sim-
plicity and reality in their worship
of God.

This Reformation of worship can
be said to have taken three principal
forms. One was conservative, which
issued out of the Lutheran and Angli-
can attempts at revision of the Catho-
lic system. The second was moderate,
which is best represented by the
thrust of John Calvin and the church-
es which grew up around his concepts,
the Presbyterian and the Reformed.
The third, more radical phase of the
Reformation resulted in the independ-
ent churches (whether of the Baptist
or Congregational persuasions) and
the Quakers or Society of Friends.

It will be seen that in this align-
ment of worship patterns there is no
clear line drawn with respect to the-
ological backgrounds.

For convenience, let us use the
outline of the three principal forms
which characterized the worship of
the Reformation, to see just what dis-
tinctive contribution each made to

Worship and the Reformation

Protestant
today.1

worship as we know it

The Conservative Phase

Lutheran worship and the contribu-
tion of Martin Luther, of course, stand
at the front of the Reformation thrust.
But revolutionary as were Luther’s
ideas along some lines, his first inten-
tion at the point of worship was not
to create a new gospel or form a new
church but rather to free the old from
the shackles of corruption.2 This is
the clearest when we analyze the Lu-
theran pattern of worship. Here we
see much of the medieval Mass re-
tained, as much, in fact as Luther
felt was not contradictory to the
teachings of the Bible. He brought
the celebration of the Mass into the
language of the common people; he
provided German hymns to be sung
by the congregation instead of by
choirs alone; he strove to make the
teaching element foremost in the serv-
ices through his use of the readings
and through the revival of the use of
the sermon; he largely preserved the
drama of redemption in the service
of Communion. But it still remains a
thoroughgoing liturgical service, one
which is highly joyous and cast with
great dignity.

The Anglican approach to the Ref-
ormation was a bit different from the
Lutheran. In fact some would say
that Anglicanism was merely the Ro-
man church altered for Englishmen.

'For this suggestion, and for much of the ma-
terial contained here, your editor is indebted to
Horton Davies, Christian Worship—Its History
and Meaning.

-1bid., p. 42.



In any event, the heart of the Angli-
can purpose was not complete replace-
ment of the ceremonial and liturgical
forms of worship but rather an adap-
tation of them. The key to Anglican
worship and the key to its particular
contribution to Protestant worship is
its Prayer Book. This was an attempt
(first introduced by Archbishop Cran-
mer in 1549) to bring a reconciliation
between the traditional (chiefly Ro-
man but partly Eastern) and the Re-
formed concepts. The result was that
the Anglican worship developed a
fine liturgy and coupled with it the
Reformation idea of worship as the
gathering of the congregation to hear
the Word of God.

The Lutheran and Anglican church-
es are the two principal Protestant
liturgical churches. By some stand-
ards they are the only ones.

The Moderate Phase

Within the Reformation movement
there was a second form which for
convenience has been called “mod-
erate.” This centered in the work of
John Calvin in Geneva, from which
ministers went out to establish Pres-
byterian and Reformed churches. Cal-
vin was not only a systematic theo-
logian; he approached the matter of
worship reform with the same thor-
oughness. Like the other Protestant
churches he replaced Latin with the
language of the people. Like Luther-
anism he gave great importance to
the sermon. Beyond these, however,
he completely broke with the ritual
of the historic church. “The Lutheran
and Anglican pruned the tree of Ro-
man worship, pruned it drastically,
and then kept it. Geneva cut it down
to the ground and started a new
growth from the roots, the Bible.

In addition, there came about the
Reformed churches a division of re-
sponsibility in the conduct of worship.

Ibid., p. 82.
6 (294)

A far greater responsibility was
placed upon the minister. But even
going this far, Calvin’'s churches, built
upon a liturgy; “The Geneva Liturgy”
it was called. It is a question whether
or not they should be classified as
“liturgical” churches because of this
adherence to this pattern of worship.
The determining factor, however, that
separates their services from those
definitely liturgical is in the responsi-
bility of the minister to select his
scripture readings and the responsi-
bility in certain of the services to
pray extemporaneously.

From our vantage point today we
wonder why these churches held so
tenaciously to these set forms. The
marvel is that they broke away as far
as they did, for the patterns of wor-
ship were imbedded deeply in the
minds of clergy and laity alike.

Calvin gave not only what was
needed in the church services, but this
form of worship met the needs of the
reformers as they faced the rugged
persecution of their day. The Lu-
therans and Anglicans had the favor
of the ruling classes. The Reformed
churches had to fight for their lives
in every country where they sought
to gather together. They did not need
a beautiful ritual but a worship which
would sustain them amid persecution
and martyrdom. Often they had to
worship in cottages, in open fields, in
lowly halls. Hence they learned to
worship God and gain strength from
Him in circumstances far removed
from the stately churches. And they
learned the lesson that worship to be
real need not have these trappings.

The reformers found that in music
they recovered the emotional element
which they may have sacrificed in
laying aside the ceremony and the
symbols. Luther had used congrega-
tional singing; Calvin relied on it
even more. They had only a few tunes
and they were simple and easy to

The Preacher's Magazine



sing, their songs following the psalms
and other Biblical paraphrase. What
they had now came not from Rome
but from the Bible. Surely they had
the power they needed.

Two other factors were present
with force in Calvin’s worship. The
first was a sense of abasement on the
part of the worshiper before the sov-
ereign' will of Almighty God. The
second was the prominent place given
to the Bible, the reading of the scrip-
ture, and the expounding of the scrip-
ture in the sermon. What the Roman
church had in the Mass, the Reformed
church now lodged in the exposition
of the Word. To Calvin the Bible was
the Christian law in every phase of
worship and church affairs.

While generalizations are always
subject to qualification, it can be said
with a great degree of certainty that
the Reformed position was a mid-
ground in the Reformation between
liturgical Protestantism and the “free”
churches.

The Extreme Phase

The third phase of the Protestant
Reformation with respect to patterns
of worship, that which has been called
the “radical” or “extreme” because
of its great departure from the Roman
church, is much less fixed theologi-
cally or denominationally, comprising
groups from many backgrounds. Two
very prominent groups in this camp
were the Baptists and the Congrega-
tionalists. They largely developed out
of the Puritan protest against the
Anglican church and its Book of Com-
mon Prayer early in the seventeenth
century. While both of these groups
owed much to Calvin theologically,
yet they carried Calvin’'s doctrine of
the “inner testimony of the Holy Spir-
it” in scripture to far more extreme
lengths. They had this kinship with
the Quakers, who felt worship should
rely no longer on fixed forms but

July, 1960

upon the direct leading of the Holy
Spirit.

To understand these movements
and to understand Methodism, which
was to come to the front later, we
must turn to the English Puritans.
They were individuals, representing
different denominational groups, who
wished to reform the Prayer Book
according to the “pure” Word of God.
They objected in the main to the
forms which so permeated Anglican
worship; they disliked the vestments
of the clergy; these were the “rags of
Popery,” to the Puritans. Instead
they wanted black Genevan gowns
and white bands for the ministers.
They objected to the “noxious ceremo-
nies” of the Prayer Book: kneeling
for Communion, the signing of the
cross in baptism; the use of the ring
in marriage. They further criticized
the ministers for their brief, precom-
posed talks instead of sermons. They
disliked the short “lections” and clam-
ored for the longer scripture passages;
they criticized the formal prayers, the
responsive readings, and other forms
of the services. They objected to the
formality with which the Communion
service was conducted and the lack
of scrutiny of those who would take
Communion.

The story of the Puritans and their
contribution to Protestantism is a sig-
nificant one. This could be summer-
ized as follows: They insisted that
prayer should be extemporaneous, in
the Spirit. They lifted the concept of
the proclamation of the Word of God.
To the Presbyterians and Congrega-
tionalists, this meant a trained, edu-
cated ministry. To the Methodists and
the Baptists this meant a practical,
evangelistic ministry. The Puritan in-
fluence stressed the rights of the com-
mon people to express their ardor in
hymns and songs—“They do not say,
they sing their creeds.”

(295) 7



These “independents”
worship a threefold independence:4
independence from worship deter-
mined by princes and kings; inde-
pendence from the Anglican church;
independence from each other—all
should be free to worship as they
chose. The features of this “free”
worship could be summarized as
follows:H Simplicity: They met in
private homes and halls. The Con-
gregationalists were noted for their
simple “meetinghouse.” Spontaneity:
Especially was this true of the Quak-
ers. As a result one group would dif-
fer from another group in the order
of worship. Apostolicity: They threw
away the historic features of worship;
they tried to recapture the worship
pattern of the first century. The final
feature was the unwritten traditions
which guided each of them; this gave
each group the cohesiveness which
kept them from flying apart and
spending themselves in various ex-
cesses which had characterized such
groups as the Anabaptists of the first
years of the Reformation.

Here, then, is the emergence of that
form of Protestant worship which is
free from “liturgy” as it is commonly

sought for

4Byington, The Quest for Experience in Wor-
ship, p. 99.
ribid., pp. 101-4.

A Layman W rites

Frequently we

follows:

receive splendid suggestions from our
which will help us in our public services.

defined. Here we see the full develop-
ment of the idea that the minister in
charge is responsible to plan the serv-
ice and execute it. Here is underlined
the importance of situations—the
moods and needs of the individual
worshiper are taken into account.
Here, also, is emphasis placed upon
Christian experience, the individual
who in public worship gives expres-
sion to the love which he feels in his
heart for God. Here also is the ac-
centuating of the idea of real Chris-
tian fellowship for itself alone.6 These
are elements which have been de-
scribed as the essence of the New
Testament Church. These are the ele-
ments which, at long last, the Church
recaptured and in turn passed them
down to the Church of today.

May we today catch a glimpse of
the price that has been paid to give
us religious liberty, that liberty which
relates not only to the church in the
nation but which relates to personal
liberty within the particular worship
situation. May we be as faithful as
those who have gone before to main-
tain this kind of worship, so that the
generations which follow may know
it too.

(To be continued)

"Ibid pp. 105-15.

laymen
A man recently wrote as

“Would it be possible to suggest to our pastors and evangelists to
give the members of the congregation a chance to find their scripture

reading before they begin to read it?

| have listened to both pastors

and evangelists who, after giving out the reference to the scripture
lesson, keep on reading without a pause to give the folks a chance to

find it in their Bibles.
to locate the reading, but too late.
if we cannot use them?”

A point well taken.

8 (296)

| have noticed old folks and young folks hasten
Why then take our Bibles to church
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The Preaching of Paul S. Rees

By James McGraw*

T isten to John Bunyan for the con-
*-J trasting mood: ‘I preached what
| felt, what | smartingly did feel, even
that under which my poor soul did
groan and tremble to astonishment.
There you have the authentic urgency
of a New Testament preacher.”

Thus speaks a preacher who himself
has known the meaning of preaching
what he has felt, what he knew to be
the message of eternal truth, what he
proclaimed as his soul “groaned and
trembled to astonishment.” These are
the words of one who has recognized
the “authentic urgency” in the New
Testament message. This is the voice
of Paul Stromberg Rees.

Lecturing to young ministers of
Bob Jones University, Rees goes on
to ask: “How can we conceive of
large and decisive movements of men
away from the world and to the king-
dom of God, away from self-occupa-
tion to self-surrender, away from
smug self-approval to self-confession
and self-renunciation, without the
sounding of the urgent note in their
ears, ‘'l beseech you to give up to
Christ and do it now!”

Paul S. Rees has sounded the ur-
gent note of evangelism since he be-
gan preaching in his teen years—he
was ordained at twenty-one—and he
is still a living example of one who
carries in his soul the “authentic ur-
gency” of a New Testament preacher.

Born September 4, 1900, to Quaker
parents in Providence, Rhode Island,
Paul grew up in the home of the well-
known evangelist, Seth Cook Rees,
whose own ministry resulted in con-

* Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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siderable fruitfulness, including the
founding of the Pilgrim Holiness
church. The devout lives of Seth and
Frida Marie Rees undoubtedly left
distinct impressions upon Paul, not
the least of which was an example of
“authentic urgency” in evangelistic
preaching. Paul accompanied his fa-
ther on a world tour soon after his
graduation from the University of
Southern California, and learned not
only from his father’'s example but
also from his own experience the
thrill of successful evangelism. In the
elder Rees’s book, Wings of the Morn-
ing, these meetings are described. In
Japan young Rees preached to a thou-
sand Orientals sitting on the floor lis-
tening intently to every word through
the interpreter, and from two to three
hundred of them came forward seek-
ing Christ after each service.

It was no surprise to those who
knew Paul Rees when he was invited
to assist in the Billy Graham crusades
in London, Scotland, Australia, and in
New York. Charles Cook, in his book,
London Hears Billy Graham, writes
of that crusade: “The outstanding
expository gifts of Dr. Paul Rees sup-
plemented most helpfully the evan-
gelistic labors of Dr. Billy Graham. ...
He was chiefly remembered for his
series of Bible readings at Westmin-
ster chapel on Thursday afternoons
... from 800 to 1,000 gathered on most
of the eleven days, a surprisingly
large attendance for an afternoon in
the Metropolis.”

His first message in this London
series was on “Blocked Prayers,” and
the outline is indicative of Rees’s
logical, well-organized approach to his
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sermon themes. He shows how the
context of his key verse, James 4:3,
gives four reasons why prayers fail.
They are:

I. Unworthy asking
I1. Unkept allegiance
“l Unimpassioned approach

V. Unbrotherly attitude

In this example, and in most of
Paul Rees’'s sermons, there is a skill-
ful use of either alliteration or some
other means of making his main di-
visions easy to remember, easy on the
eye, and easy on the ear. Take for
example the sermons in his book The
Radiant Cross. The titles of the ten
sermons in this volume are. “From the
Cross,” “At the Cross,” “Through the
Cross,” “Around the Cross,” “Before
the Cross,” “Toward the Cross,” “Be-
hind the Cross,” “With the Cross,” “In
the Cross,” and “After the Cross.”

The first sermon, “From the Cross—
a Radiance,” has five main divisions:
The Cross beams with (1) Constant
Radiance, (2) Concentrated Radiance,
(3) Comforting Radiance, (4) Con-
tributing Radiance, and (5) Conquer-
ing Radiance.

His book The Face of Our Lord pre-
sents six texts in the following inter-
esting ways:

“The Dreadful Face,” from the text,
“. . . the face of the Lord is against
them that do evil” (I Peter 3:12);
“The Dauntless Face,” from the text,

he stedfastly set his face to
go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51); “The
Dazzling Face,” from Matthew 17:2,
“ . and his face did shine as the
sun . . .”; “The Dutiful Face,” from
the text in Matthew 26:39, “And he
went a little farther, and fell on his
face”; “The Despised Face,” from the
text, “Then did they spit in his face,
and buffeted him” (Matthew 26:67);
and finally, his sermon on “The Di-
vine Face,” using the text in Il Corin-
thians 4:6, “. . . the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.”
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But enough of this! One can easily
let himself be completely fascinated
by this preacher's rare gift with
words, and the way he uses them in
making his outlines “look easy,” so
that one wonders why he never has
seen it just that way before.

One of the most significant and
profitable facets in a study of the
preaching of Paul S. Rees is his meth-
od of sermon preparation. This he
describes in detail in a book We Pre-
pare and Preach, published last year
under the editorship of Professor
Clarence S. Roddy, of Fuller Semi-
nary. Rees suggests in a chapter of
this book that he begins preparation
when a text or a topic is set down on
a 3” x 5” card and put away. From
time to time, memoranda are added:
an outline, an illustrative suggestion,
or reference material. Then comes
the time when there must be a de-
cision made as to what will be the
sermon for a particular service, or as
Rees puts it, “what | feel to be the
guidance of the Spirit of God for this
or that hour of preaching.” He writes,
“1f this sensitive searching of the
homiletical incubator fails to find any-
thing warm enough for ‘delivery,’ |
must give myself to further prayer
and reflection—until a text and its
linked theme really ‘come alive’ with-
in me.”

The normal procedure of sermon
development takes place along the fol-
lowing pattern of events: (1) a fresh
examining of the context, (2) a read-
ing, often half-aloud, of the text in
several different versions of the Bible,
(3) enlisting the aid of exegetes and
expositors (as many as ten or a
dozen), (4) the building of the out-
line (he says it is his habit to “scribble
the fuller outline on a piece of paper,
evolving the subheads gradually until
something of wholeness and balance
has been achieved”), (5) next the
searching of files, and (6) the con-
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suiting of other preachers who have
published sermons on the text. Then
comes the seventh step of writing.
Rees says that when pastoring he
writes out at least one of his two
Sunday sermons in complete manu-
script. Usually it is the one that will
be preached in the morning service,
which is broadcast. The evening serv-
ice, although not written out in com-
plete manuscript, is written in copious
notes, and sometimes as fully as the
morning message.

Paul Rees says of this process that
a vital part of it is in the preparation
of the preacher. He sees an interlock-
ing and interlacing of sermon prepa-
ration and preacher preparation. Of
the twenty-five hours he averages in
preparation to preach every week,
some of the time must be spent in
preparing his own soul for the deliv-
ery of the messages. He writes, “Of
this I am unalterably convinced: un-
less the soul of the preacher is in
tune, the sermon will be out of tune.”
As for his delivery, Paul Rees neither
memorizes nor reads from a manu-
script. He takes his manuscript with
him into the pulpit, but chiefly as an
aid to accuracy in the use of statis-
tics or quotations. His idea is to try
thoroughly to absorb what has been
prayerfully written, so that the audi-
ence rapport is not hindered, preach-
ing becomes an encounter between
preacher and listener, and nothing
harmful or irrelevant keeps the Word
of God from “getting through” to the
listeners.

Paul Rees is endowed with many
physical, mental, and spiritual quali-
ties of a great preacher. He has the
appearance of a preacher; there is an
air of dignity, scholarship, and at the
same time warmth of human person-
ality about him. Dr. Ralph Earle says
of him that there is an expressiveness
in his eyes that holds your attention
while he is preaching. His voice is

July, 1960

rich and pleasant, and his vocabulary
is versatile and adequate. A winner
of oratorical contests in college days,
he still can produce the striking
phrase, the strong sentence, the skill-
ful use of vividly descriptive words,
the achievement of carrying his lis-
teners with him in thought and feel-
ing. Yet he has never been criticized
for taking advantage of his listeners,
of using his persuasive powers to
manipulate their feelings, nor of de-
pending upon his talents rather than
upon the Spirit's might.

He writes in his sermon “The Pure
in Heart” (McGraw: The Holiness
Pulpit) of “the recurrent note of that
heavenly octave.” Again he declares,
“. . . having flung out his challenge,
well salted with sarcasm. . ..” In his
book Stir Up the Gift, here is an ex-
ample of his vivid language: “Every
decently informed adult knows, | take
it, that during the early decades of
this century the sermon fell upon
hard times. It had to compete with
more and more music in what be-
came in some churches a field day for
Beethoven and Bach. It had to con-
tend with a worldly insistence that it
be made shorter and shorter in order
that members might find more time
for Sunday golf and joy-riding, an
insistence that was not wholly repre-
hensible since a tepid talk as timid
as a titmouse on ‘The Virtue of Being
a Good Neighbor’ had in it precious
little that could be said in nine min-
utes and a half.”

Early in the sermon, Rees gains and
holds attention. Perhaps his many
years' experience of having his Sun-
day morning services broadcast while
he was pastor of First Covenant
Church in Minneapolis (which pastor-
ate he held from 1938 until 1958)
taught him that he must make his
listeners want to hear what he had to
say during the first two minutes of
his sermon. His sermons are rich in
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imaginative use of the Bible and also
in excellent illustrative materials. In
his sermon on “The Dazzling Face,”
there are twelve brief illustrations.
Four of these are from the Scriptures,
five from history and literature, two
are personal, and one is hypothetical.
He seldom uses more than this num-
ber of illustrations in a sermon, but
sometimes he does. Never are there
less than three or four. His use of
poetry gives beauty to his sermons,
and in most of his messages there is
at least one apt quotation of this type.
Sometimes there are several.

Vernon Swim, of Nazarene Theo-
logical Seminary, gives three things
he sees as factors in the effectiveness

From My Hebrew Bible

of the preaching of Paul S. Rees. He
writes, “Rees is successful then be-
cause he is gifted with the art of
good speech, because he formulates
successful sermons, and because God
blesses his ministry.” Perhaps Swim
has summarized the analysis as well
as can be done. Certainly there is in
this third reason the most significant
factor of them all. God has indeed
blessed the preaching of Paul Rees.
God has blessed his ministry because
he has sought the help and guidance
of the Holy Spirit, he has been totally
and completely committed to Him,
an instrument in His hands. He has
preached like a man speaking with the
holy, “authentic urgency of a New
Testament preacher.”

The Nothingness of Evil

By James H.

X ylIAN 1ikes to think that he is some-

body. Satan did too. He pre-
sumed to be Ilike the “I AM.”
Whenever anyone sins in this way, he
precipitates ruin upon himself. How-
ever the end of evil is not destruction
only, for sin reduces man to the zero
point. There is nothing worthwhile
in inquity.

To point up the folly of sin, Old
Testament writers use frequently the
word 'aWeN, meaning “nothingness.”
Sometimes it is translated “vanity” or
“wickedness,” but more often “in-
iquity.” Another word, RiYQ, signi-
fying “empty” or “poured out,” is used
a few times for “vanity.” In Ecclesi-
astes, Solomon elaborated on the noth-
ingness of life apart from God with
the use of HeBhelL, a word suggesting

+Normal, Illinois.
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Whitworth*

one’'s “breath” or “vapor.” Several
times a compound word has been
translated as a proper noun, “Belial,”
which in other cases is rendered
“wicked” or “ungodly.” Actually
BeLiYyaCaL means “without profit.”
This idea of being “good-for-nothing”
is carried over into New Testament
Greek in the word phaulos.

After the Wise Man had tasted all
the pleasures of life, he declared that
all was a vacuum. When the great ex-
periment is needed, man realizes that
evil finally reduces every good thing
which God has given to worthless
wind. The end of sin is nihil. Like
the evil which they foster, the idols
of this world were said to be things of
naught, 'aWeN. Whenever man sees
the total worthlessness of all things
in a life lived apart from God, he con-
fesses himself to be nothing.
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SERNMON of tlxe MONTH

Choice: A Gift of God

By William C. Summers*

Joshua 24:15

Text:

In Genesis 1:26 we read, “Let us
make man in our image.” This “im-
age” included, among other things,
the power of choice, the ability to
make decisions. The Church of the
Nazarene believes “that man’s crea-
tion in Godlikeness included ability
to choose between right and wrong,
and that thus he was made morally
responsible” (Manual). The Bible
bears out this belief throughout. We
read no place that a man is forced to
act in a certain way or do certain
things without the freedom to choose.
But we do read many places that man
is called upon to make a choice be-
tween two or more alternatives. In
fact all the promises of God are de-
pendent upon the choice of the in-
dividual.

Since choice, or the power of choice,
is God-given:

I. We Are Responsible

for Our Choices

We cannot act as we please and then
place the blame upon someone else.
God holds us individually responsible
for our actions. “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20).
God gave man the ability to choose
between good and evil, the right and
the wrong, freedom from sin or slav-
ery by sin; the choice is ours to make
and we are directly responsible for it.

+Washington, D.C.
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We are responsible for the results
of our choices. You have heard the
statement many times, “Well, it is not
my fault. | could not help it.” Don’t
be too sure. Many times thoughtless
decisions have disagreeable results,
and often the decision has been com-
pletely forgotten. Our lives are not
lived accidentally; they are rather the
result of many decisions made over a
period of many months and years.
What we are doing today has been de-
termined by the choices we made
many years ago. What we will do
five, ten, or fifteen years from now
will be determined by the decisions
we make today. Let us make the right
ones, shall we? Because our decisions
not only affect us, but—

Our decisions affect others. Every
time you make a decision the lives of
others are affected. A choice to go
some place brings your influence into
play in the lives of others that you
meet and is a force for good or evil.
Those whom you meet will be either
better or worse because of your pres-
ence. My decision to come to church
today is affecting you in some way.

By way of illustration, when | made
the choice to enter the full-time min-
istry the lives of many, many people
were affected in many different ways.
My family was affected in that de-
cision. It was to put them in com-
munities that they otherwise would
not be in, and subject them to influ-
ences that we would not ordinarily
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choose for them. We moved to one
town and were there about one week
when our son’s new schoolteacher
called on us. She said that our son
was such a fine boy that she did not
want to see him ruined by that com-
munity and one year in that town
would ruin any boy. Well, we stayed
and the community did its worst, but
our God was as good as His word and
took care of all of us, including the
children. Some of those influences we
would not have chosen had it not been
for the earlier and greater choice to
do the bidding of God. Every choice
that we make, to a greater or lesser
degree, influences the lives of others.

Once a decision has been made and
acted upon, it cannot be undone. |
thought about this considerably. It
has a great likeness to a word that has
been spoken. Other words can be
said to counteract the original; an
apology can be made for the damaging
criticism, but much of the harm has
already been done and cannot be
undone. Once a decision has been
acted upon, influences are set in mo-
tion that cannot be stopped by making
a contrary decision. Of course choices
can be made that prevent further dis-
astrous and undesirable results, but
they cannot erase the scars of dam-
age already made by earlier decisions.

Il. The Privilege of Choice

IS a Door of Opportunity

The door to eternal life is set be-
fore us by the power of choice. “Be-
hold, | have set before thee an open
door” (Revelation 3:8) and “Choose

you this day whom ye will serve”
(text) are momentous statements.
They are tremendously important.
And there are others: “Behold, |

stand at the door, and knock”; “If
any man will come after me.” These
statements make it unquestionably
clear that the decision is ours to make.
Eternal life is set before us. The
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greatest opportunity anyone ever had
is the chance to be saved from a life
of sin. What a glorious thought! To
be lifted out of the pit of sin with its
moral corruption and degradation by
making a decision! A decision that
puts in motion the machinery of heav-
en until a new name is written down
in glory! A decision that brings the
heart of the sinner to the place of
repentance and confession and ulti-
mately faith!

The privilege of choice is also a door
into a blessed fellowship. And here
the exercise of choice certainly pays
rich dividends. “. . . | will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” What glorious reality!
Christian fellowship! This fellowship
is twofold: fellowship with God and
fellowship with man. But before this
fellowship can be possible one must be
in the right relationship with God and
man.

When a boy takes a glass and con-
centrates the sunlight on a pin point
of paper, it generates enough heat to
ignite the paper. But in order to do
that the glass must be in the proper
position relative to the sun and the
paper. So it is with Christians. |If
we are to enjoy the fellowship of God
and one another, we must be in the
right relationship with both God and
man.

The privilege of choice is also a door
to Christian service. Once a person
has been lifted out of sin and is in
fellowship with God and other Chris-
tians, he begins to feel the tug of the
Spirit towards some type of Christian
service. | do not mean to imply that
all will be called to preach, hut all
will be led toward something useful
to do. We are saved that we might
help save others. We are caught to
become catchers. If our part in help-
ing to save others is only to be cheer-
ful and helpful, and be regular at
church, then we ought to do it the
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very best we can. If we have talent
in other areas we ought to find the
will of God for our lives and get into
the place of service that He has for
us as soon as possible after we are
saved from sin. And may | suggest
that this place of service will almost
invariably be within the ranks of our
own church? 1| feel that God would
have us work together, not in compe-
tition. We should put our efforts
where the fruit of our labor will be
preserved by those that follow after
us rather than to be left to the fate
of being uprooted by someone of an-
other faith that happens to be zealous
for his particular philosophy.

But there is also another glaring
possibility of the privilege of choice.
It can be:

1. A Door to Misfortune

and Ultimate Doom Eternally

Since we are responsible for our
choice, we have no one to blame but
ourselves for the misfortunes that are
ours because of what we choose.

Since we have the power to choose
eternal life, the failure to do so is a
choice for eternal doom. Some people
act as though they think they can
simply postpone deciding anything,
but that in itself constitutes a decision.

In such a case they are deciding not
to choose—a refusal begging not to
be accepted as such.

Instead of choosing Christian fel-
lowship we can choose to associate
with the cohorts of hell. Instead of
choosing the hallowed fellowship of
the saints and of Jesus for all eternity
we can remain in darkness with de-
mons for our companions. What shall
it be? The fellowship of the saints
or the fellowship of demons? The op-
portunity is ours to choose.

Instead of choosing Christian serv-
ice we can choose to fight against God.
Jesus said, “He that is not for me is
against me.” So in reality we either
choose to serve God or we are choos-
ing to fight against Him. Many a
young person has decided not to serve
God in active Christian service only
to learn that attempting to be neutral
has placed him in the opposite camp.

“Choose you this day whom vye
will serve,” is still as great a challenge
as it was the day it was first uttered.
Whom will you serve? Jesus said,
“If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me.” Remem-
ber, the power of choice can be a door
of opportunity or a door into misfor-
tune. Which will it be for you?

“Any minister of any church anywhere could

increase his

influence and

improve his ministry up

to 100 per cent if he would devote himself to this
business of the choice and training of adequate lead-
ers for his church.”—Weldon Crossland, Better Lead-

ers for Your Church, p. 20.
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| Prayed Today

By M. Clarke Garrison*

Of course | pray

every day. But today | prayed es-
pecially for two persons: one, a lad
of five or six years of age; the other,
a young minister of the gospel, a
pastor in a small church in the South-
land.

I was sitting on the platform taking
active part in the song service, prelim-
inary to bringing the message of the
morning. The young pastor was di-
recting the singing, which the entire
congregation was entering into whole-
heartedly. Especially | noticed a small
boy in the pew directly in front of
the leader. He was singing his very
heart out. He was a boy to whom |
could not help but be attracted—a boy
I would want my son to be like, mis-
chievous eyes, wiggles, and all.

He knew the tunes. He apparently
knew the words, for he seemed to be
pronouncing them right along with
the others. | realized one so young
would hardly be reading them, even
though his hymnal was open. It was
then | noticed he kept his eyes glued
to the pastor-leader. Yet | was not
fully aware of the method he was
using to sing so well until the pastor
made a very glaring error in singing.
The little fellow made the same error.
That is it! He was adept at reading
the pastor’s lips. He was singing the
words the pastor was singing. The
pastor missed. He did also.

T prayed today.

At first | was amused. Then it be-
came a serious matter with me. Here
was a boy. He could be anyone’s boy.
He was following a leader. He was

+Hot Springs, Arkansas.
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succeeding. It was then | prayed for
him, “O God, may this lad remain a
follower of Thine, a follower of the
church, a follower of his pastor. May
he never lose confidence in his pas-
tor’s leadership, his calling, his right-
ful place in the Kingdom work. May
he look to his pastor for guidance in
all things.”

I could not get away from the ap-
parent confusion it caused the little
boy when he realized he was singing
the wrong words. He was following
the leader. He must be right. The
others must be singing the wrong
words. Surely his pastor would not
do that which was wrong. | felt an
urge to pray for this young minister
also. | did, with a heart full of love
for him. 1 do not remember the exact
words, but they went something like
this: “Now, Lord, here is a young
man, one called of Thee to do a spe-
cific work in the Kingdom. He is to
be a leader of Thy people. Others are
using him as an example of what a
Christian ought to be. May he never
falter along the way. May his path
always be straight. Help him, Lord,
ever to lead others to follow in Thy
footsteps.”

Yes, just a boy singing the words
uttered by the leader. But a mistake
by the leader meant one for the boy

also. | prayed for the boy. | prayed
for the pastor. | prayed for myself
also. Even as | do now, | prayed,

“Lord, help me to be consistent in all
my living. May others who are fol-
lowing me as | follow Thee not detect
anything in me that is displeasing in
Thy sight.

A men.”
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Training Our Young People in the Ethics

of Holiness

By Kenneth L. Dodge*

npHE for a subject

such as this is, | suppose, with a
definition of what we mean by ethics.
The dictionary defines the word thus:
“The science of right and wrong.” In
his book entitled, Sanctification, the
Experience and the Ethics, R. T. Wil-
liams, Sr., says that the ethics of holi-
ness is the way we live the experi-
ence. He further states that the way
we live this experience is based on
two factors: conscience and knowl-
edge. To live the experience at its
best, then, we need a well-educated
conscience.

Our task, then, is to train our young
people to depend on the voice of con-
science, being sure that we are always
doing our best to educate that consci-
ence. A sanctified conscience ought
to be a relatively safe guide, for it
would be one that was controlled by
the Holy Spirit, and by following the
checks of the Spirit we could and
would keep on the path marked right.
However, this does not eliminate the
need for education. The better edu-
cated the conscience is, the better and
more useful life of holiness we can
live. A man with a poorly educated
conscience might keep sanctified in
spite of his blunder occasioned by his
ignorance and poor judgment, but
there is little doubt that he would
be much more useful in the Kingdom
were he better educated.

Therefore what we really want to

starting place
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do is educate our young people so
that their discernment between right
and wrong will be a more intelligent
one, with the end result that they will
prove more useful in the task of build-
ing the church and the Kingdom.

How can we do this? | do not pro-
fess to have the answer, but | would
like to suggest for discussion three
general areas where | believe we can
work.

The first, strangely enough, is from
the pulpit. Now of course we cannot
get the entire job done from the pul-
pit, but it marks a starting place, at
least. So often we fail to realize the
high premium that God has put on
preaching. Paul said that it has
pleased God through the foolishness
of preaching to save men. The ser-
mon is the high point of the service,
and should be instilled into the think-
ing of our people as such.

We have heard of the preacher who
belittles preaching as such; he leaves
the impression that it is a shame to
break in on such beautiful music with
such a dull and ugly thing as preach-
ing. He is fond of telling the story of
the little boy who when asked how he
liked the service, after he got home,
replied, “The show was good, but the
commercial was too long.” It does not
take much of that kind of psycholgy
to condition the people to look on the
sermon as a necessary evil rather than
as a message from our great God.
Where this kind of attitude prevails,
it is difficult if not impossible to
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sound a clear, strong voice from the
pulpit on questions of ethics, or, for
that matter, on any question of vital
living.

If we keep the sermon in its proper
place and perspective in our services,
we can deal more effectively with the
moral and ethical issues of our day.

Of course it goes without saying
that, if we are attempting to train our
young people in ethics, we must be
plain and simple in our approach.
The fact is, most of our people need
educating. One writer has said that
most people who attend church have
only a third-grade education in spir-
tual matters, and that we should gear
our preaching accordingly.l Obtain-
ing the experience of holiness does
not answer all our questions. As a
young person | was often told that
once | had the experience all my
doubts, questions, and problems
would automatically disappear. But
this is not necessarily so! The prob-
lem that “bugged” me for many
months was the difficulty of differ-
entiating between new light and the
possession of the experience. | heard
more than one preacher declare dog-
matically that if a person had the ex-
perience he would do this or do that,
and the fact that you were not doing
it indicated that you did not have the
experience no matter what your pro-
fession. Many of the things such min-
isters mentioned were new light to
me, and thus | had not been doing
what they said the sanctified person
would do. Thus the coming of new
light confused me rather than helped
me because of the manner in which it
came, and | concluded that | was not
sanctified. A few experiences like
that and | was thoroughly confused.
Thus the need for education and for
the simple presentation that will en-
able our young people to obtain from

IW. E. Sangster. Power in Preaching.
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the pulpit some of the light and
knowledge they need to exercise ef-
fective moral discernment. The in-
evitable, corresponding result will be
a better ethical approach to the ex-
perience of holiness.

The second way in which we may
educate our young people is by ex-
ample. He must have been a very
wise man who first said, “What you
do speaks so loudly that I cannot hear
what you say.” We do, indeed, teach
more by what we do than we do by
what we say.

If we want to teach our young peo-
ple that strict honesty is required of
the pure in heart, surely we must set
a right example. Some time ago |
heard an evangelist speaking to young
people in a rally service. In his effort
to impress upon the young people the
importance of courtesy he told the fol-
lowing incident: “I was in a crowded
lobby buying tickets for a concert that
my wife and | planned to attend. |
waited in line at the ticket window,
and while waiting noticed a large sign
above the ticket window which said,
‘Count your change before leaving the
window; otherwise no adjustments
can be made.” When | finally got to
the window, however, | had forgotten
about the sign, and stepped away
from the window without counting my
change. When | did count it, I saw
that a mistake had been made, for
| had given the ticket seller a five-
dollar bill and he had given me
change for a ten-dollar bill. 1 re-
approached the window and said to
him, ‘You made a mistake in my
change.” Before | could explain to
him the nature of the mistake, he told
me rudely and loudly to read the sign
and stop annoying him. | attempted
again to explain the nature of the
mistake, but he again interrupted me
to tell me to move on, others were
waiting, and | was holding up the
line.” The evangelist concluded his
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story by observing that the ticket
seller’s lack of courtesy cost him five
dollars; for he said, “lI made no fur-
ther attempts to straighten out the
mistake, but instead pocketed the five
dollars for myself.”

That kind of example speaks ten
times louder than any sermon on the
subject of basic honesty in our deal-
ings \vith our fellow men. 1 do not
know where your sympathies would
be, nor do I know what kind of im-
pression that story would make on
our young people. 1 do know that in
my opinion that man lost a good op-
portunity to demonstrate the reality
of perfect love in the life of the sanc-
tified. Also | think he defeated his
own purpose in telling the story. Here
is a mixing of moral principles, as
with the mother who, when told by
her little boy that the next-door
neighbor wanted to borrow the lawn
mower said, “Borrow the lawn mow-
er? Gracious, no! This is Sunday,
and it would not do to cut the grass
on Sunday. Tell him we do not have
any mower.”

Then how are we going to teach
our young people that the juvenile
philosophy that says, “Rules are made
to be broken,” and its twin, “It is all
right to break the rules if you do not
get caught,” are incompatible with
holy living? The fact that so many
young people live by these standards
attests to their popularity. The fact
is, if we are going to do anything
about it, we must set the right ex-
ample by obeying the rules ourselves.

For example, what can we say when
we demonstrate a carelessness in
obeying traffic rules?

We are as much responsible for
obeying the traffic rules whether we
get caught or not as are our young
people for obeying the rules we make
for them whether they get caught or
not. Rules are not made just to be
broken; they are made for the com-
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mon good of the majority, and this
applies to traffic rules, church rules,
and any other rules you can name.

Let us set an example before our
young people of basic honesty and
law-abiding lives, then speak with
authority when we say to them that
this is consistent with holy living.

The third way by which our young
people can be educated is by building
strong Christian homes where our
young people are tied to God and
the church at an early age.

This avenue of approach lies almost
beyond the reach of the preacher.
It is so difficult to get through to the
homes in any effective teaching pro-
gram. Still, if we encourage our peo-
ple to maintain family altars, keep
the Sabbath holy, and build strong
church ties, we are at least moving
a step in the right direction.

If there were only some way in
which the pastor could become a part
of each home, it would be a tremen-
dous help in building that home
around the church. In most homes
the only time the family is together
is at mealtime, and in the atmosphere
of the closeness of sharing a meal
an excellent opportunity is provided
for the pastor to get close to all the
members of the family.

Of course, to do this, we might have
to follow the example of Jesus when
He invited himself home to dinner at
the house of Zaccheus. Or we might
follow the example of the itinerant
preacher who dropped in on the good
lady of the house just as she was
preparing dinner. “l thought 1 told
you to come after dinner,” she said
as she hastily attempted to set another
place at the table. “Yes, ma'am, that
is just exactly what | came after,”
replied the not too well fed preacher.

However it is done, we must do our
best to get into the homes of our
people and help them build homes
where Jesus abides and where the
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atmosphere of spirituality is as much
a part of the home as the furniture.
To do so will do more for our young
people than anything else we have
named in this paper.

In conclusion let me remind you
that these points are merely presented
as a basis for discussion. No doubt
all of us agree that our young people

From Behind My Pulpit

need a better understanding of what
holiness living entails. These are some
of the ways in which | would try to
give them that understanding. These
suggestions have not proved 100 per
cent successful, but they have helped
in some instances. Any additional
suggestions would be as humbly re-
ceived as these have been given.

| See the Open Door

By Willard B. Airhart*

NnPHERE IS SOMETHING suggestive
about a door left ajar—something
inviting, a challenge to a curious na-
ture. A church door wide open should
mean a number of interesting things.
The door ajar challenges snobbish-
ness. That very word sounds narrow,
cynical, and selfish. It ought to be
utterly foreign to a community of
Christians. Usually reserved for the
rich and highly cultured, it is a term
applicable to all who deliberately re-
ject the companionship of any fellow
creature. The open church door
pledges that Christian principles cry
out against snobbery, making all who
enter equally welcome.

The door ajar challenges the spirit
of satisfied contentment. It is an
acknowledgment that there are still
many “out there” who should be on
the inside of the church door. It for-
bids the growth of stagnating self-
satisfaction that is so jealous of its own
warmth that it refuses to open the
circle to receive a chilled wanderer.

The door ajar suggests not only that
the hungry can come in, in search of
truth, but also that the spiritually

+Victoria, British Columbia.
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nourished should go out as inspired
crusaders. The highways and byways
are still appointed as fit locations for
the work of Christian disciples. The
priests and the Levites still pass by
on the other side, leaving the bruised
and battered modern man helpless and
insensible. The twentieth-century Sa-
maritan must go out of the church to
where the need is, else the stricken
soul will surely die alone.

However, the door ajar suggests
that the church has both the right and
the obligation to close that door as a
barrier against evil. There are times
when the door must be shut to pro-
tect those within the sanctuary and to
preserve the church’s effective witness
to the world without. The church
must be vigilant lest it allow the care-
less, passionless, selfish, man-fearing,
sin-tolerating spirit of the world to
become its own. The door need never
be shut against men but it must always
be shut against the false doctrines
of men.

And so whether or not the church
door stands literally ajar, may | al-
ways see, from behind my pulpit, the
spirit of the open door.
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Romans 9:4

Service

In verses four and five eight special
privileges of the Israelites are enu-
merated: the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law,
the service, the promises, the fathers,

the human birth of Jesus. What a
heritage!
The word for “service” is latreia,

which occurs only five times in the
New Testament (John 16:12; Romans
9:4; 12:1; Hebrews 9:1, 6). In the
Septuagint it always refers to “divine
service.” That is the way it is trans-
lated in Hebrews 9:1. It first meant
“the state of a hired labourer.”1 But
even in classical Greek it was used for
the service of the gods. In modern
Greek it means “adoration, worship.”
In the New Testament it is used only
for service to God.

Is Christ God?

The only answer to that in orthodox
theology is an unequivocal “yes.” But
the question that concerns us now is
whether Christ is here (v. 5) equated
with God. The King James Version
makes that connection. So does the
American Standard Version. The Re-
vised Standard Version, by putting a
period after Christ, does not.

The problem is created by the fact
that in the earliest Greek manuscripts
(Aleph, B, A) there are no original
punctuation marks. The placing of
commas, periods, and question marks
is therefore a matter of editorial opin-
ion—hence a rather subjective matter.

The Westcott-Hort text places a
comma before “who,” thus affirming

+Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
‘Liddell and Scott, Lexicon (1940 ed.), p. 1032.
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the ascription of deity to Christ. This
reading is supported by most of the
Church fathers. Nestle's text places a
raised period there (equivalent to the
modern semicolon). That would make

the closing part simply a benediction
to God.

As would be expected, Moffatt
adopts the latter interpretation. So
do Goodspeed and Ballantine. Wey-
mouth and Williams, along with the
majority of translators, do not. What
decision are we to make?

Alford argues at length for the tra-
ditional punction and consequent in-
terpretation. Christ is here called
God. He concludes:

“The rendering given above is then
not only that most agreeable to
the usage of the Apostle, but the
only one admissible by the rides of
grammar and arrangement. It also
admirably suits the context: for,
having enumerated the historic ad-
vantages of the Jewish people, he
concludes by stating one which
ranks far higher than all—that
from them sprung, according to the
flesh, He who is God over all,
blessed for ever.”2

Bengel also connects the closing
clause with Christ. He would para-
phrase the passage: “Christ is of the

fathers, according to the flesh; and
at the same time was, is, and shall
be over all, inasmuch as He is God

blessed forever. Amen!”3

James Denney presents clearly the
three main arguments in favor of the
traditional punctuation. Then he
rather surprises us by setting them

-Greek Testament, Il, 406.

‘Gnomon, 111, 124
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aside. His conclusion is as follows:
“l agree with those who would put
a colon [semicolon in U.S.] or a per-
iod at sarka, and make the words that
follows refer not to Christ but to
the Father.”4

Godet spends four pages defending
the use of the comma rather than the
period. He writes: “The entire primi-
tive church seems to have no hesita-
tion as to the meaning to be given to
our passage.”’l After surveying the
opposing arguments he concludes:
“It seems to us, therefore, beyond
doubt that Paul here points, as the
crown of all the prerogatives granted
to lIsrael, to their having produced
for the world the Christ, who now, ex-
alted above all things, is God blessed
forever.”"

Meyer agrees that none of the
fathers of the Church make the clos-
ing part a doxology to God. He adds:
“Now the decision, which of the two
leading interpretations fits the mean-
ing of the apostle, cannot be arrived
at from the language used, since, so
far as the words go, both may be
equally correct ; nor yet from
the immediate connection, since with
equal reason Paul might . . . feel him-
self induced to set over-against the
human side or might be determined
by the recital of the distinctions of
his nation to devote a doxology to
God, the Author of these privileges
who therefore was not responsible for
the deeply-lamented unbelief of the
Jews.”7

While admitting that John in the
first verse of his Gospel declares
Christ to be God, Meyer asserts that
Paul never does.s Not everyone would
agree with this sweeping verdict.
Many good scholars feel that Paul

EGT. 11, 659.
rRomans, p. 343.
‘Ibid., p. 345.
‘Romans, p. 361.
8lbid., pp. 361-62.
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does just that rather plainly in the
several passages.

One of the main arguments which
Meyer emphasizes he expresses thus:
“Besides the insuperable difficulty
would be introduced, that here Christ
would be called not merely and sim-
ply theos, but even God over all . .
which is absolutely incompatible with
the entire view of the New Testament
as to the dependence of the Son on
the Father.” Hence he concludes:
“Accordingly, the doxology of our
passage cannot be referred to Christ,
must be referred to God."'1

But here, as too often, Meyer seems
to lack the imagination which goes
with sanctified common sense. Of
course Paul would not assert that
Christ was over the Father. The
word “all” means “all things,” as
elsewhere. That Christ is over all
things is based on His creatorship of
all things (Colossians 1:16).

The reader is perhaps wondering
why we have devoted so much space
to this one problem. Sufficient vindi-
cation may be found in the following
statement by Sanday and Headlam:
“The interpretation of Romans ix.5
has probably been discussed at great-
er length than that of any other
verse of the New Testament.”1' They
themselves devote over five pages of
very fine print to a special note, “The
Punctuation of Romans ix.5.”

First of all they note that there are
four main interpretations, as follows:

“ (a) Placing a comma after sarka
and referring the whole passage to
Christ . . .

“(b) Placing a full stop after sar-
ka and translating ‘He who is God
over all be blessed for ever, or ‘is
blessed for ever’ ...

“(c) With the same punctuation
translating ‘He who is over all is
God blessed for ever' . ..

"Ibid., p. 362.
JRomans (ICC), p. 233.
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“(d) Placing a comma after sarka
and a full stop at yanton, ‘who is

over all. God be (or is) blessed for
ever.””u
They add: “. .. the question is one

of interpretation and not of criticism.
The original MSS of the Epistles were
almost certainly destitute of any sort
of punctuation.”

As far as the grammar is concerned,
Sanday and Headlam think that “con-
cerning the flesh” would most natu-
rally have an expressed antithesis, as
in Romans 1:3-4. In connection with
the Jews, especially, Paul would be
careful to assert the deity, as well as
the humanity, of Christ. They also
note that the words ho on (“who is”)
imply very strongly that the words
following relate to what precedes.
This seems to us a significant point.
Then, too, the position of “blessed”
(eulogetos) favors the ascription to
Christ. These three grammatical
points add up to a considerable weight.

A second main argument is that of
the connection of thought. Sanday
and Headlam write: “Probably not
many will doubt that the interpreta-
tion which refers the passage to Christ
admirably suits the context.”13 It
forms a natural climax to the list of
special privileges enjoyed by the Jews.
Also, the doxology seems unnatural
in this passage filled with sadness.

The third main argument treated by
Sanday and Headlam relates to Paul-
ine usage. It has been affirmed that
the apostle would not apply the name
“God” to Christ. But he clearly and
repeatedly calls Jesus “Lord,” and
this for the Jews meant deity.14 And
while the term “blessed” was reserved
by the Jews primarily for God him-
self, yet later New Testament books
have doxologies addressed to Christ

"Ibid.
““1bid.

" Ibid., p. 236.
T1bid., p. 237.
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(e.g. Revelation 5:13; Il Peter 3:18).
The final conclusion of Sanday and
Headlam is expressed in the follow-
ing words: “In these circumstances
with some slight, but only slight, hesi-
tation we adopt the first alternative
and translate ‘Of whom is the Christ
as concerning the flesh, who is over
all, God blessed for ever. Amen. ”ir
The judgment of these careful, thor-
ough scholars may well be accepted.

In the Appendix to volume two of
Wescott and Hort's The Neic Testa-
ment in the Original Greek we dis-
cover a rare phenomenon— these two
great collaborators expressing differ-
ing opinions. In connection with their
joint statement, Hort adds in brackets
concerning the punctuation in the
margin: “which alone seems adequate
to account for the whole of the lan-
guage employed, more especially
when it is considered in relation to
the context.”"1Thus he favors apply-
ing the doxology to God alone. But
Wescott, also in brackets, expresses
the opposite opinion. He feels that the
clauses “seems to make a change of
subject improbable.” I7

What is to be our conclusion con-
cerning this much controverted ques-
tion? First of all, we should recognize
that the problem is linguistic rather
than theological. The fact that such a
conservative scholar as James Denny,
author of the famous classic The
Death of Christ, should favor ascrib-
ing the doxology only to God should
warn us against labeling or libeling
those who may prefer that interpreta-
tion. Nevertheless, with all the evi-
dence in hand, wWE feel that the King
James Version is here preferable to
the reading of the Revised Standard
Version. But dogmatism in the matter
is precluded.

‘ribid., p. 238.
"'New Testament, Il, Appendix, p. 110.
Tibid.
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EVANGELISM

It Can Happen Between Revivals

By J.

'T 'he time has not COMe to say there
<" is no place for the revival meet-
ing, as such, in the Church of the
Nazarene. In fact there has never
been a time in the history of the
Church in which the possibilities of
extended periods of revival effort have
been greater. Today, with an all-time
high acceptance of the special revival
period by the Church at large, the
challenge to us who never felt any
other way knows no parallel. To do a
type of work that the pastor can
never do, to give emphasis in areas
where the pastor can give only gen-
eral attention, to incite the effort
requisite for harvest of the pastor’'s
labors, the evangelist with his special-
ized ministry knows unique opportu-
nity at this present hour.

But the work of evangelism is
not confined to a special period in
the spring and another in the fall.
The work of evangelism continues
throughout the church year. The pas-
tor’'s heart must be the heart of an
evangelist, both in revival season and
out of the same. When this is so,
the pastor will not be content to
wait the arrival of his evangelist for
all the reaping. The work of the King-
dom is arranged in no such neat pat-
tern. There will be times in which the
harvest is ready now, and now the
pastor will want to put in the sickle.
There will be many Sunday evenings,
an occasional Sunday morning, in

m'Pastor, Spokane,
of the Nazarene.

Washington, Valley Church
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Melton Thomas*

which the voice of the reaping Spirit
of God will be heard speaking with
unmistakable accent, “Today is the
day of salvation.” Indeed there will
be specific effort all along to make
such atmosphere possible.

It is to the matter of maintaining
the revival atmosphere as a chief
characteristic of week-by-week ac-
tivity of the local church that this
paper is directed. Its thesis is that the
work of evangelism can be a contin-
uing thing. It can happen between
revivals! There can be special days,
and special seasons, of harvest en-
joyed by the pastor and his people as
a result of their joint love and labor.
As we approach the summer months
it might be that God could use a per-
iod of Sunday-night-by-Sunday-night
effort to give some of the greatest vic-
tories of the entire year. The follow-
ing suggestions are given as aids to
assist in setting up a period of intense
effort to win souls in the Sunday eve-
ning services between revivals.

Principles

1 Let it be by the leadership
the Lord. God is able to lead a given
pastor in a program, tailored of the
Holy Spirit, to meet the need of a
given time. It may be that what has
worked for someone else will work for
him; again, it may not. But this is
sure: If a pastor waits with longing
for leadership from God for a plan
that will assist revival to come to his
church, God will hear, and God will

Some General
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heed that prayer. He will lead that
pastor in originating, in adapting, or
even in copying a program that can be
blessed in his church and at this given
time.

2. Spell it out specifically. The
campaign should have a name. It may
be the “Midsummer Harvest Season,”
the “Fall Revival Follow-up,” the
“New Life for the New Year Evan-
gelistic Crusade,” the “Deeper Life
for a Different Day Campaign,” or a
hundred others that God might lead
one to. The campaign should be for
a specific time. Four weeks, or five,
or nine make no great difference. The
point is that a sense of completion
demands a beginning time and a clos-
ing date. The campaign should have
specific intents: we shall strive to
have this many present each evening;
we shall pray for seekers at every al-
tar service of the period; we shall
hope for a given number of members
received into the church on the Sun-
day evening following the conclusion.

3. Dare to do the different. There
are appealing evangelical workers in
your area whose special contribution
of talent would tend to draw people.
Some of these people are singers, some
musicians, some religious artists, some
who give dramatic recitations. There
are choral groups from your high
school. There are lay Christians with
outstanding testimony. You can ad-
vertise such talent, and people will
come to hear. Dare to be different
enough to get things going that people
will favorably discuss.

4, Rely on people participation.
The above participants can be ar-
ranged for by your people. You, as
pastor, can establish policy, asking
your people to see that our positions
are not compromised; and then leave
the leg work to laymen who are eager
to aid. Use your own folks in every
way you can. Add another special
song. Get your young folk in an or-
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chestra. Organize promotional teams
to mail, phone, visit. Be sure that a
prayer band has a large place of em-
phasis. Many older people who can-
not attend the evening service could
be enlisted to pray while the service
is in progress. Every possible mem-
ber of the church should be assigned
some responsibility in these evening
services.

5. Give it all you have got. The
pastor alone cannot successfully carry
through such a program as this, but
he has a major place. He will be
giving general guidance to the entire
activity, but his most important role
will be giving attention to his preach-
ing. It is for this reason that the many
details must be left to the laymen.
This period will see many new peo-
ple in his services, and for their sakes
the pastor must be preaching his
best. He will likely want to use truth
that he can wield, under God, with
his own right hand. He will want to
preach with purpose and with power.
It will be revival preaching: the Cross,
sin, salvation, destiny, reward, holi-
ness. The pastor’'s best contribution
will be to see that he does his best
preaching, growing out of his best
preparation, and blessed of God
through his best praying.

6. Register the results. Those ush-
ers must be alerted to get informa-
tion on every new person that enters
the door. Victory gained as specific
heights are reached should be recog-
nized for the encouragement of the
people. The newspapers should have
story after story of what happened at
your church last Sunday night, and
what is planned for the following.
Your own weekly newsletter to your
people should be filled with accounts
of the work being done, the victory
being won. Finally, the ultimate reg-
ister of results should be in seeing
that those who are saved have been
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added to the church, and enlisted in
soul-winning activity on their own.

A Specific Program

That the above principles may be
given illustration, a program much
used of God in our local church is
here given. When the writer of this
article accepted a call to his present
church, he began to pray that God
would lead toward successful begin-
nings. A plan which he felt was God'’s
leadership began to unfold, and when
he arrived at the new charge he found
conditions just right for what was by
this time a quite well formulated
plan of action. It was a very simple
plan, an adaptation of ideas used else-
where, and by other pastors.

The program was designated the
“Ninety-nine for Nine Evangelistic
Crusade.” This lead slogan indicated
one main emphasis of the campaign,
to average an attendance of 99 for the
9 weeks, in Sunday evening attend-
ance. Other goals were: average Sun-
day school attendance of 189; average
prayer meeting attendance of 49; 19
members to be received into the
church. We prayed and planned for
seekers at every evangelistic service.
Our main emphasis was Sunday eve-
ning, but all areas of the church
reaped materially.

To begin the organization and pro-
motional work, the pastor and family
entertained nine families of the
church one Sunday evening after the
evening service. The man and his wife
in these nine families were asked to
co-captain a committee of nine (them-
selves plus seven others), and charged
with the promotional work of one
Sunday, both Sunday school and eve-
ning worship. That evening those cap-
tains vied with each other in selecting
those seven helpers, and were in-
structed that each committee must
have some children, some young peo-
ple, and some adults. In their groups
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were to be one or two that they were
not quite sure would be much help!
The enthusiasm generated at that
meeting indicated that nine times
nine people could be pretty well
counted on for those nine weeks.

And they delivered. The nine nights
were given designation: Sunday
school night, youth night, men’s night,
ladies’ night, Easter cantata (the
team having this had to accept pen-
alty to be fair to others), holiness
convention night, family night, music
night, victory night, in that order.
Something in keeping with the desig-
nation was to be emphasized. As in-
dicated above, the teams were invited
to bring in “talk” talent, and were
told to use their own methods in
promotion. Those laymen delivered!
They worked on Sunday school,
though the emphasis stayed Sunday
evening. They brought in special tal-
ent, for Sunday evening; developed
drawing attractions for Sunday
school. Sometimes the pastor held
his breath, but not one thing was
out of line. Those who had handi-
caps capitalized on them. For in-
stance the team that had the evening
service that all of Spokane was united
in holiness convention at First Church
ten miles into town reserved a sec-
tion for 125 for Valley, and secured
a police escort for a caravan into
town. Over 100 Valley people were
in that section, and a great many of
the seekers were from Valley that
night.

And what of other results? Sunday
school averaged 191 for the 9 weeks,
28 per Sunday above the previous
year's average, even though 35 had
been set aside the Sunday before the
new ministry began to start a new
church. Sunday evening average at-
tendance for the period was 121
There were altar victories at every
evening service, and 20 members were
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received into the church during a
four-month period of which this cam-
paign was half.

At the close of the campaign the
three teams that reached the highest
combined percentages of the two at-
tendance goals were hosted by the
other six teams at a victory fellowship

hour. Each captain was given a book
of sermons written by the pastor. The
church was moved forward many
spiritual miles in those nine weeks,
and we are convinced that any church
can be who will believe in and act on
the assumption that “it can happen
between revivals.”

QUEEN ofthe PARSONAGE?”

May she who in the parsonage dwells be radiant, poised, serene;
And every moment of each day be every inch a queen!

Contributed by

Portrait of a Queen

Upon meeting Mrs. Milton Poole,
pastor’'s wife of the First Church of
the Nazarene, Lubbock, Texas, one is
instantly impressed with her devo-
tion to Christ, her interest in others,
her stimulating conversation, her in-
tellectual acumen, her willingness to
discuss ideas, her complete selfless-
ness, her loving spirit. Her very pres-
ence gives to others a quiet peace, an
inner joy; she expresses courage,
kindness, and strength in just the way
she lives.

Someone once wrote: “Some peo-
ple walk into a room and say, ‘Here
I am!” Others walk into a room and
say, ‘There you are!’” The person
who personifies the latter part of
this phrase is Mrs. Milton Poole. She
is never concerned with self; she is
always concerned with others. When
someone comes to her with a problem,
she listens as though that one and
that problem were the most important
in the world to her right then. For
those few minutes she enters into the
other person’s world; rejoices with
him, cries over his sorrows, lends her
helping hand. And after being in
her presence, problems seem to fall

*Pastor’s wife, Amarillo, Texas.
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Ruth Vaughn*

into place and values right themselves.
Such is the greatness of her compas-
sion for others; such is the magnitude
of her heart.

Mrs. Poole lives by the Word of
God. In times of illness or perplexity
she goes to the Bible and finds its
wisdom. She lives her Christianity
every day. Her faith is indomitable.
Her faith in others brings out all that
is best in the lives she touches.

She has truly set her affections
upon things above. And with a smile
she gladly accepts her lot in life which
God has provided. In all kinds of
situations Mrs. Poole witnesses to the
manifestation of the sanctifying graces
of our Lord.

A young minister’'s wife said of her:
“She is my ideal in every phase of life.
I watch her closely whenever oppor-
tunity arises. She is beauty, poise,
graciousness, laughter, warmth—she
is Christianity!”

Mrs. Milton Poole has an inner
faith that inspires everyone so much.
Every life is deeper, richer, greater,
stronger for having felt the loving
tenderness of her touch. Truly this is
a portrait of a queen. To Mrs. Milton
Poole, | pay tribute!
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Royal Cookbook

This is a pie that will truly melt in
your mouth! It is very simple and
guick to make—and is a dish fit for a
king!

Melt in double boiler one twenty-
five-cent Hershey almond chocolate
bar (or six five-cent bars) with 2\a
tablespoons of water. Cool. Whip W
pint whipping cream. Add chocolate
mixture to cream. Pour into pie shell.
Keep in refrigerator.

Over Teacups

Deep in the heart of every par-
sonage queen is this question: How
can | be the best minister’s wife possi-
ble? Mrs. Milton Poole gives her
answer.

“Let me say that | do not think
it is a simple thing to be a good min-
ister's wife, any more than it is a
simple thing to become a great Chris-
tian. It takes the very best we have
of self-discipline, humility, and deep
personal honesty for the problems,
pains, and perplexities involved in
parsonage life to be built into real
character and Godlikeness.

“Some years ago | made a great
discovery. After months and even
years of too many N.Y.P.S. programs,
missionary activities, showers, per-
sonal calls, community and district
interests, | was left depleted in physi-
cal health, inwardly tense and dis-
quieted. Out of this personal crisis,
God revealed many things to me.
They centered around this truth—
that being is infinitely more important
than doing. What | am inside weighs
heavier in God’s scales than a cease-
less round of activity, though it all
is done in His service, and seems
needful.

“Since that time | have been com-
mitted to making my own discoveries
of what it means to really be like
Jesus. And with each new understand-
ing | have honestly tried to let it
work within me, then in our home
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and in our church. It is one thing
to be busy for God in public activity,
and quite another thing to practice
God’s presence moment by moment.
It is always easier to do many things
to be seen by men than to be pure
in the privacy of our thoughts and
intentions. But this is the test of
what a minister’'s wife really is. =

“Now the ‘doing’ side is important.
Surely we cannot sit home all day to
pray. But | believe God can help us
keep a fine balance between inner
guietness and love and the many du-
ties and crowded schedule which are
always with us. We can learn to do
each thing as unto God.”

Bookshelf with L ace

Have you discovered the wonder-
ful record selection of our Publishing
House? There is nothing more effec-
tive for teaching children the Bible
than records, for these can play for
them over and over while “Mommy”
is busy washing dishes or sweeping
floors. You may secure twenty-one
complete stories from the OIld Testa-
ment in one album (L-909) and twen-
ty-six complete stories from the New

Testament in one album (L-908).
Each priced at $2:95.
The King's House

Need a kitchen bulletin board? You
can make a very colorful, attractive
one with a mounted, swing-arm towel
rack. With fiber wallboard, make a
panel for each rack arm. These should
be about 1% inches narrower than
the arm and as long as desired. Make
slip covers for the panels from bright
dishtowels. The rack arms will slip
easily through hems at top of slip-
cover. Pretty; useful! Push pins hold
your memos, papers, photos in place.

Heart Talk

Mrs. Milton Poole has given some
suggestions for letting the spirit of
Jesus work out through our lives in
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the parsonage. | want to share them
with you.

“1. Have aregular ‘quiet time.” We
we cannot hear God nor find His
guidance without it. Neglect of this
one point could account for much of
our inner turmoil.

“2. Never hold any feeling toward
any individual which is not loving.
Resentment, unforgiveness, self-justi-
fication—these have no place in love.

“3. Never tolerate self-pity. It will
blight all it touches. ‘Rejoice ever-
more.’

“4., Play down troubles, misunder-
standing, criticism in the church. Do
not magnify these situations. ‘Blessed
are the peacemakers.’

“5. By God’s help, learn to accept
criticism gracefully, do your best to

Pulpit and Parish. Tips

profit by it, and love the one who
gave it. | think this is simply not pos-
sible except as we let God work it
within us. But it is a beautiful thing
in a minister’s wife.

“6. Believe that love is the essence
of Godlikeness, and that it is the law
of the Kingdom. Therefore beware of
preoccupation with self-consideration,
self-consciousness, judging. ‘Thou
shalt love ...’

“1 think there are only a handful of
great souls who do many things well.
Let it comfort us to know that if
we cannot be known as ‘the perfect
hostess,” ‘the ideal teacher, ‘a beauti-
ful soloist,” we can be full of love,
strong in trust, strong in prayer, ‘the
shadow of a great rock in a weary
land.””

. The Real Value of Pastoral Calling

By E. E. Wordsworth*

Q ome pastors think of pastoral call-
N ing as they do a spare tire in the
trunk of the car, to be pressed into
service only in emergencies. But there
is intrinsic value in home visits. Ef-
fective pastoral calling will bring the
pastor to realize that his members are
individuals with personal needs.

Visit the newlyweds to assist in the
establishment of their family altar and
the dedication of their home to Christ
from the very start.

Call on the parents of the new baby
to congratulate them and to dedicate
the baby in the home or arrange for
the church dedication or baptism.

New families in the community
should be visited as soon as possible.
A family had not been in church for
two years. But the pastor called and
they started coming to church serv-

+Redmond, Washington.
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ices. A few weeks later both husband
and wife returned to the fold of
Christ. If ten or fifteen minutes is
not enough, do not be disturbed. Do
not be a “clock watcher.” Be thor-
ough but not careless. Use tracts,
church bulletins, newssheets to help
you. Some calls will take a whole
hour, but do not waste time.

Take your Bible with you. Be
familiar with it. Call with a definite
purpose. Avoid idle chatter. Remem-
ber the word of Christ, “Every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of
judgment” (Matthew 12:36). Do not
appear in a hurry to leave, but do
not waste precious time talking about
yourself and incidental matters. The
pastor’s talk, questions, scripture read-
ings, prayers, and counsels should be
pointed toward soul winning, spiritual
teaching, and the kingdom of Christ.
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SEFinvNnoisr of the muooisrTHE

IV. The Introduction of a Good Sermon

By W. E. McCumber*

X A ju can begin a Sermon without an

introduction. When Johnny enters
the house the event is usually some-
what startling and nerve-racking. He
clears the porch with a bound, bangs
the door open, and seems to explode
into the room. Some preachers launch
their sermons like that, and usually
with similar effect upon the people.
A better way is suggested in the de-
parture of a freight train. It begins
slowly, picking up power and speed
as it progresses. In that way you are
more likely to enlist the attention and
engage the thinking of your congrega-
tion.

The first three minutes of your ser-
mon are crucial. Often the audience
is won or lost there. It is vital to
begin well, and there is considerable
justification for the emphasis the in-
troduction has received in most lec-
tures on homiletics.

In your anxiety to capture the con-
gregation’s interest by your introduc-
tion, however, there is a peril. You
can be overly dramatic, promising
more in the first three minutes than
you can deliver in the next thirty.
Did you ever shoot skyrockets on the
fourth of July? They soared upward
with a whizzing sound, and at the
peak of their flight they exploded
brilliantly with a bang. A whiz-bang
sermon cannot be preached by getting
the bang before the whiz! A preacher
stepped quietly into the pulpit, then

<Pastor, Thomasville, Georgia.
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suddenly jerked his head toward the
ceiling and thundered, “Look up!” As
the startled congregation glanced up
or ducked down, expecting some dis-
aster, he leveled out his voice and
calmly quoted the remainder of his
text, “for your redemption draweth
nigh” (Luke 21:28). You may be
sure that he got their attention, but
he certainly could not sustain that
dramatic pitch through the message,
and as the Scots put it, he “fizzled out
like a damp squib.”

Still, the introduction must be in-
teresting and gripping. Let us there-
fore think together about some of the
qualities that make it so.

1 Variety is a good rule for intro-

ducing sermons. All of us have heard
ministers who invariably begin a ser-

mon like a schoolboy reciting. “My
text is . . . my subject . . . my first
point is . . .” That is the next thing
to passing out sleeping pills before
preaching! Being careful to inject
variety into sermon beginnings will

more than compensate in audience in-
terest for the time and study required.

Sometimes start where your text is.
Frequently the wisest and best intro-
duction calls for the time-honored
method of examining the text in its
relation to the context. This is es-
pecially true when we are preaching
from a text lifted out of a narrative
setting. But never go farther back
into the context than is necessary to
the subject in hand. Every text about
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sin doesn’t call for an excursion to the
Garden of Eden and the original
transgression. Neither does every text
taken from Israel’'s life and history
demand that we journey with Abra-
ham from Ur of the Chaldees into
Canaan! Enough context to make
meaningful the text is a good rule.

Sometimes start where your people
are. If something has happened that
unites the thinking of your people on
a single matter, you may effectively
begin there and lead up to your text
and subject. That was the method
skillfully employed by Peter at Pente-
cost. The Holy Spirit had come, the
Church was jubilantly witnessing,
and someone in the bewildered crowd
shouted out, “These men are drunk!”
Whereupon Peter began to preach,
denying the charge of drunkenness,
explaining the incident as a fulfill-
ment of prophecy, and closing his in-
troduction with the text, “Whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved” (Acts 2:13-21). The
message proper exalted the crucified
and risen Christ as that saving Lord,
and happily ultimated in three thou-
sand persons calling upon Him for
salvation.

I preached once from the incident
recorded in Luke 13:1-5, where ex-
cited men brought Jesus news of
Galileans slaughtered at worship by
Pilate’'s soldiers. The day prior to my
sermon the flooded river that flowed
through our little town had been
dragged for the body of a young man
who evidently had flung himself into
the black swirling waters deliberately.
The sermon began like this:

“Yesterday we stood on the river
bridge and watched men dragging
the black water for the body of a
suicide. Moving through the huge
crowd that gathered, | listened to
their conversation. It was quite evi-
dent that the tragedy had awakened
two dominant emotions, curiosity
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and pity. But if our interest in this
incident stops there, the death of
this young man is a total waste. Ca-
lamity, rightly interpreted, is a ser-
mon from God, a call to repentance.

“That is how Jesus interpreted
the news of the massacred Gali-
leans. To the excited men who
brought the news He solemnly
declared, ‘Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” Calamity
preaches the brevity of life, the
certainty of death, and man’s deep
need for God.”

By capitalizing upon the fact that a
common interest had already cap-
tured the minds of the congregation,
it was easy to direct them to a text
appropriate for the occasion and then
unfold the eternal truths that God
voiced from that portion of His Word.
Their interest was held immediately,
for they saw the relevance of the
Bible to their present situation.
Sometimes start with an illustra-
tion that brings text and people to-
gether. For example, in a recent ser-
mon | employed the text, “God is no
respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34),
and preached on the subject “God Is
Impartial.” | handled it topically, ex-
ploring the idea of God’'s absolute
impartiality in three realms, each of
them revealed in the word “whoso-

ever.” The outline was this:
(1) An impartial invitation to
the sinful. “Whosoever will, let him

take the water of life freely”
elation 22:17).

(2) An impartial rejection of the
selfish. “Whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me, can-
not be my disciple” (Luke 14:27).

(3) An impartial condemnation
of the impenitent. “Whosoever was
not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev-
elation 20:15).

Text and people were linked together
by a simple illustration that dealt

(Rev-
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with some common attitudes.
opening words were these:

My

“In a former pastorate a Chris-
tian woman frequently said, ‘I feel
like God has made a pet of me, for
He seems better to me than to any-
one else.” Another friend of mine,
who lost her baby at its birth, cried
in her bitter sorrow, ‘Why does God
hate me like this?" Both were
wrong. God makes no pets among
His children, neither does He single
out an individual as a special tar-
get of vengeance and wrath. The
God of the Bible is absolutely fair
and impartial in His dealings with
people. That is the truth which
burst upon Simon Peter in the
household of Cornelius.

“Have you ever felt that God was
unfair, that He played favorites?
Then listen to the text, and think
about its application in three areas
that vitally concern you. ‘God is no
respecter of persons.’”

That is certainly not a classic intro-
duction, but it served very capably to
interest the people and make it easier
to get across the truth of the message.

These are but a few of the varied
ways in which a sermon can be intro-
duced. Like Heinz products, there are
probably fifty-seven varieties. That
being true, there is no excuse for be-
ginning every sermon by a single
method, long since grown threadbare
and lusterless to your congregation.
Cultivate variety, putting the “spice
of life” into your introductions.

2. Another good rule for introduc
ing sermons is brevity. “Brevity is
the soul of wit,” and the wittier you
can be in this respect, the more your
listeners will appreciate it. One of my
boys was given a novelty called “silly
putty.” It was a silica product and
had to be kept in a plastic container.
For when it was taken out it could be
formed into a ball and would bounce
around in a lively manner, but if it
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were left out too long it would melt
into a tired little puddle. An intro-
duction can lose its bounce, and the
interest of the audience will melt if
the introduction is too lengthy. Did
you ever meet anyone who shook
hands with you and then held your
hand and continued to pump it until
you began to feel foolish? A good
introduction is like a warm, sincere
handclasp. It wins the favor and at-
tention of the people, but it can lose
their interest if it holds on too long!
For a model of brevity in a splen-
did introduction think of the opening
words of the sermon Paul preached
to the Areopagites, in Acts 17:22-23.

“Ye men of Athens, | perceive
that in all things ye are too super-
stitious. For as | passed by, and
beheld your devotions, | found an
altar with this inscription, TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom there-
fore ye ignorantly worship, him de-
clare | unto you.”

There, in fifty words, thirty-five of
them monosyllables, is an effective
and appropriate introduction. And in
the Greek New Testament only thirty
words are used. Yet the wisest semi-
narian or the most erudite of homilet-
ics professors could not add a word to
make it better.

In the days when sermons were
two hours long, and men patrolled
the church aisles with long, knobbed
sticks to awaken the sleepers, a
preacher could safely introduce his
sermon in a liesurely fashion. But
today sermons must be brief, and an
extended introduction is grotesquely
disproportionate to the main body of
the discourse. Like an elephant’s
trunk, it should be long enough to do
its work, but considerably smaller
than the rest of the subject.

In my file I have an evangelistic
sermon from the text, “My meditation
of him shall be sweet” (Psalms 104:
34). The subject is a question, “How
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Do You Feel When You Think About
God?” The sermon answers that ques-
tion in two divisional statements, (1)
That depends upon your conception
of God; (2) That depends upon your
relation to God. The introduction is
brief, utilizing a portion of the con-
text, and addressing a swift question
to the congregation.

“Everywhere the Psalmist looked
about him in nature he saw evi-
dences of a transcendent wisdom
and power and glory. ‘O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! in wisdom
hast thou made them all: the earth
is full of thy riches’ (v. 24). Na-
ture made him think of God, and
each thought of God was precious,
for he said, ‘My meditation of him
shall be sweet.’

“That suggests a question that |
will thrust upon your hearts. How
do you feel when you think about
God?

“And having asked the question
I am going to answer it.”

This particular sermon has been a
fruitful one, and the brief introduction
conditions the congregation to con-
sider the matter of their relationship
to God in a serious manner. A length-
ier opening would be like taking a
mother-in-law on a honeymoon, ex-
cess baggage. Keep your introduc-
tions brief.

3. A final good ride for introduc-

ing a sermon is gravity. | would be
the last to deny that chaste and re-
strained humor has a place in some
sermons. It can be effectively em-
ployed to relieve the tensions of over-
stimulated emotions. It can provide a
needed rest between sessions of close
thinking on ponderous and profound
themes. It can impress the listeners
with the warm and genuine humanity
of the speaker. Only a very dull read-
er fails to perceive a note of humor
in many of the speeches of Christ.
Nevertheless, humor in the intro-
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duction of a sermon is not a wise ap-
proach. The bulk of any worthwhile
sermon will be serious and weighty.
You can scarcely condition an audi-
ence to think seriously if your first
words are a joke. And to run the risk
of needlessly prejudicing your listen-
ers against you, for they may decide
that you are a pulpit clown. There
may be times when levity is a safe
approach to a subject or an audience,
but that will be a rare instance, the
exception. Gravity is the rule.

| recently reviewed a book of ser-

mons which uniformly began with a
joke or two. | bore them patiently
until I came to a sermon on Christ's

awful cry of dereliction, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” (Matthew 27:46) Even that

one began with a funny story, and my
sense of good taste was rudely of-
fended. But | flung the book down in
sheer disgust when the next sermon,
from the cry of the cross-impaled
Saviour, “I thirst,” was introduced by
a poke with a broader comic aspect
than the others. To read a passage of
scripture and announce a text that
brings the anguish and blood of Cal-
vary vividly before the congregation’s
mind and then abruptly tell a joke
borders closely, in my thinking, upon
insult to the Son of God!

No preacher has a broader streak
of fun in him than | do. And 1 will
quickly agree that the lecture plat-
form and the informal speech often
require high-level humor. But | sted-
fastly deny that a funny story, calcu-
lated to produce a hearty laughter, is
a sensible or tasteful way to begin a
message dealing with momentous and
eternal truths. Sound the note of
gravity please!

There are other rules for introduc-
tions. But these three, variety, brev-
ity, and gravity, will not fail to help.
Carefully studied and applied they
will nearly be enough.
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Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

Wit and W isdom

“It is easy to save face. Just keep the
lower half of it tightly shut.

“The best ten years of a woman’s life
are between thirty-five and thirty-six.

“The easiest place to stay on a diet is
in front of the mirror.

“We see things, not as they are, but
as we are.

“The man who loses his head
ually the last one to miss it.”

is us-

— Central Park Church
Houston, Texas

A Strong Church
“Is it a strong congregation?” asked a
man respecting a body of worshipers.
“Yes,” was the reply. “How many mem-
bers are there?” “Seventy-six.” “Sev-
enty-six! Are they so very wealthy?”
“No, they are poor.” “How, then, do you
say it is a strong church?” “Because,”
said the gentleman, “they are earnest,
devoted, at peace, loving each other,
and striving together to do the Master’s
work. Such a congregation is strong,
whether composed of a dozen or five
hundred members!” And he spoke the
truth.
—Evangelical Friend

Something to Think About

Our cranberry farmers were nearly
ruined because a few lots had a little
poisonous weed killer on them, but the
cigarette and liquor industries continue
to serve their poison as merrily as ever.
There will be an estimated 1,200,000
brand-new alcoholics next year, and
many more fine young people will have
gotten off to a shortened life because of
lung cancer and hardened arteries. Will
we ever awaken?

— Selected

#Pastor, Connell, Washington.

36 (324)

Dk. E. P. E11yson once said: “Our task
is not merely to get people saved and
sanctified, but to ‘present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus.””

Dr. Samuel Young,
preachers’ meeting:

“To engage the total church in evan-
gelism—this is our big task in the sec-
ond fifty years of our history.

overhead at the

“God has a point of view, and that
was a hilltop— Calvary.

“Do not stand your predecessor on his
head so you can stand on your feet.

“The people who gave Jesus the most
trouble were the ones who ought to
have been the closest to Him.

“As a pastor, there is always work for
you to do. If there was not something
wrong with the people, they would have
no need of you.”

Signs of the Times

Deceit on television and radio, the
“payola” practice, feather-bedding, and
kickbacks, and in general everyone

wanting something for nothing, are but
symptoms of the moral decay we are
seeing in this generation. It is time for
us to get back to the God of our fathers
and to principles of the Ten Command-
ments and the Sermon on the Mount.

— Columbus, Georgia

First Church Bulletin

“Men wonder what the future holds
in store; women wonder what the store
will hold in the future.”

“Remember—darkness is the absence
of light, evil the absence of good, hatred
the absence of love. Strive to restore
what is missing, and everybody will be
happy.”

—A. C. McKenzie
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
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SBTONBTARTERS

Scripture: Luke 10:25-28
Luke 10:27

Introduction: The inheritance of eter-
nal life the most important thing in
the world—for time and eternity.

Text:

How can it be had? “Thou shalt
love.”
I. Loving Is Giving.
A. John 3:16

B. Ephesians 5:25
C. You can give without loving but
you cannot love without giving.
Il. Loving Is Obeying.
A. |1 John 5:3
B. John 14:15
C. Nothing can take the place of
obedience. To obey is better than
sacrifice. Obeying is not grievous
when we love.
IIl. Loving Is Serving.
A. John 13:1-17
B. We serve those we love. Mother
experiences sacrifice, inconven-

ience, sleepless nights to serve
baby.
— Kenneth L. D odge
Toronto, Ontario

Canada

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-15

We find that a chief challenge to godli-
ness is to observe those about us who
live victoriously. There is a challenge of
witnesses. We know that others have
faced problems similar to ours. Let us
lay aside all weights—physical, mental,
and spiritual. Avoid the besetting sin
and patiently run the race given to us

by God. Jesus is our Salvation, the
Originator and ceaseless Propagator.
All spiritual gifts are from Him who

paid the price of the Cross, and even
now we know that He oversees from
His seat at the right hand of God. The
final test of salvation is to be at peace
with all men and to possess the holiness
which enables us so to live that the
gates of heaven will be open for us. This
experience will allow us to avoid the
root of bitterness and its defilement.
— Paul F. Wankel
E. Carondelet, Illinois
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Text: Stand in awe, and sin not: com-

mune with your own heart upon your

bed, and be still. Selah (Psalms 4:4).

1 Stand in awe at the thought of dis-
obeying God.

2. Stand in awe at the thought of the
wages of sin.

3. Stand in awe at the uncertainty of

life.

4. Stand in awe at the certainty of the
judgment.

5. Stand in awe at the love of God
for sinners.

6. Stand in awe at the death of God’s
Son on the Cross.

7. Stand in awe lest you get careless
to the stirring of the Spirit and be
lost!

—Netson G. Mink

How Men Are Saved

Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14
A. By taking the message (or mes-
sengers) seriously
By considering who it is that in-
vites us
By accepting the invitation
By grasping the opportunity
By being ready
By having on the wedding garment

w

nmmoo

— Leonard J. Deakins

God’s Gift

I. God’'s Gift Is Given to All Impar-
tially.

Il. God's Gift IS Given to Every M an
Discreetly.

Ill. God’s Gift Is Given to Every Man
Immeasurably.

Let us therefore glorify
God for His goodness.

Conclusion:

— Henry T. Beyer

God’s Sanctified Vessels

Ephesians 1:4

A. God’s prerogative is shown.
B. God’s intentions are revealed.
C. God’s position is clear.

Text:

— Henry T. Beyf.r, Jr.

(325) 37



Iraj ACHENGPROGRAM

A Scribe, a Method, and a Message

Text:

| Peter 5:12

Introduction: Peter now takes pen in
hand for himself, and, like Paul, signs
and authenticates his Epistle, adding a
few personal greetings.

I. Brother Silas

A. A faithful brother unto you

1

3.

4,

A leader of the church at Jeru-
salem (Acts 15:22). Special
delegate from that church to the
church at Antioch (Acts 15:27).
A blessing at Antioch (Acts
15:32). Probably a Roman citi-
zen (Acts 16:37).

Paul's companion missionary
(Acts 15:40). Listed with Paul
and Timothy in Thessalonian
correspondence (I Thessaloni-
ans 1:1; Il Thessalonians 1:1).
Associate evangelist with Paul
at Corinth (Il Corinthians 1:19;
Acts 18:5).

Instrument of salvation to the
churches in Asia Minor.
Judged faithful by Peter.

B. Efficient secretary to Peter

1

2.

First Peter has some of the best
Greek in the New Testament.
Silas may be responsible for
terms in both Il Thessalonians
and | Peter. (Cf. | Peter 5:10
with Il Thessalonians 2:17.)
Silas seems to have made a
pre-Easter tour through Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia as bearer and reader
of First Peter. (Cf. | Peter 1:1
and the text.)

Il. Peter's Method and M essage

A. Method

1

3.
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Written briefly. Not more than
twenty-one short paragraphs.
Short when measured by the
greatness of the theme.

Exhorting. Hortatory sections
are: 1:13—2:3; 2:11—3:12; 5:1-
11. Ethical teachings. We have
seen how full of exhortation
Peter packed his letter.

Testifying. Doctrinal sections

are: 1:3-12; 2:4-10; 3:13—4:109.
Peter was a competent witness,
having both seen and heard.

B. Message

1 The true grace of God. Here
Peter puts his seal upon what
Paul had taught. Peter began
with grace; he now concludes
with it. It has been illustrated
throughout the Epistle.

2. Stand firm in it! In the best
manuscripts this is an impera-
tive. Steadfastness: verse ten
promised it; verse twelve com-
mands it. Peter not only ex-
horts to stand fast, but he gives
his readers something to stand
upon.

Conclusion: Grace is not unconditional.
We must co-operate with it and stand
firm in it. But even then our salva-
tion is all of grace.

—Ro0ss E. Price
Pasadena, California

Greetings of Love and Peace

Scripture: | Peter 5:13-14
Introduction: With a few final saluta-
tions, Peter brings his encouraging ex-
hortation to a close.

I. A Salutation from the Elect Sister

at Babylon (v. 133)

A. An elect lady?

1. As the co-elect elder exhorts
the elders (5:1), so the co-elect
lady greets the elect sojourners
of the Dispersion (1:1).

2. She that is elect with you.

a. Alford recognizes here the
wife of Peter (I Corinthians
9:5; cf. | Peter 3:7). Note
the expression in 3:7.

b. A. T. Robertson says “the
natural way” to take this
Greek construction is as ap-
plying to “Peter’s wife.”

c. Since Mark is an individual,
“she that is elect with you”
must also be a person.

d. Godbey thinks this to be the
lady who furnished lodging
and entertainment for the
now aged Peter.
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3.

Peter's wife did accompany him
on his missionary journeys.
What a futile claim for the
Catholic doctrine of celibacy
rests upon the idea that Peter
as first pope was never married!

B. Sister church?

1

The Sinaitic manuscript defi-
nitely has the word “church”
here. So Moffatt translates:
“Your sister-church, elect like
yourselves, salutes you.”

We have here a letter to the
area of the Church now under
the supervision of the beloved
John, which in turn sends a
letter to the area at Babylon
(cf. 11 John 1).

C. Babylon?

1

The Early Church father Papias
reports: “They say that Peter
composed his first epistle in
Rome itself and signifies this
by calling the city allegorically
Babylon.” (Cf. Revelation 17:5,
18.)

From the world’s great metrop-
olis, “Eternal Rome,” here be-
low, to those who seek God’s
“eternal city” above.

But Clarke, Weiss, and Lange
say this is Chaldean Babylon
in what is now lIragq.

D. Elect?

1

Peter has given us the condi-
tion of God’s election (I Peter
1:2), which is “through sancti-
fication,” just as Paul agrees
(Il Thessalonians 2:13). Cf.
“chosen to be holy” (Ephesians
1:4).

“In Christ.”
here.

Cf. verse fourteen

[l A Salutation from a Spiritual Son

(v. 13b)
A. John Mark

1

2.

July, 1960

“Marcus my son.” Cf. Paul’s
similar expression, “my son
Timothy” (I Timothy 1:2, 18;
Il Timothy 2:1). Thus he is
Peter’s convert. See Acts 12:12,
25; 13:13; 15:37-39.

The Early Church historian Eu-

sebius calls John Mark the “fol-
lower, disciple, and interpreter
of Peter.”

A failure at first: He showed
the “white feather,” got “cold
feet,” and suffered from “dis-
enchanted egotism.”

A success later: Rejected by
Paul but sponsored by Barna-
bas. Solicited later by Paul the
aged (Il Timothy 4:11).

B. Profitable for the ministry.

1
2.
3.

i, A

A. A

B. A

As Peter’s interpreter.

As Paul’s butler.

As the writer of “Peter's Mem-
oirs”"—a Gospel for the Romans
(St. Mark).

Had a spiritual connection with
the churches in Asia to which
Peter now writes (cf. Il Timo-
thy 4:11; Colossians 4:10).

Salutation for One A nother

. 14a)

true Christian greeting.

The kiss of charity (Romans
16:16). A token of love to God
and to the brethren. Love and
holiness are inseparable (cf.
Acts 20:37; | Corinthians 16:20;
Il Corinthians 13:12).

Some churches still use this at
their “love feasts” and in their
celebration of the sacrament—
men to men, and women to
women.

fellowship of love. “Salute one

another with a kiss of love.”—Mof-
fatt.

V. A

Salutation from a Spiritual

Father (v. l4b)
A. The benediction of peace.

L

2.

So Peter uses Jesus' own salu-
tation, “Peace be unto you”
(John 20:21; cf. 3:16; 5:10; and
John 16:33).

Peter begins and ends with
“peace.”

B. The sphere of fellowship.

1

In Christ Jesus.
converted and living in His
Spirit, obedient to His will.
There is no peace to the wicked
(Isaiah 48:22; 57:21).

But for the man in Christ: “It
is peace before the battle, found

Those truly

(327) 39



at the foot of the cross. It is
peace in the midst of the battle,
fed from beneath the throne.
It is peace beyond the battle—
its fulness waiting to be re-
vealed at the Master's ap-
pearing.”—J. M. E. Ross.
Conclusion: Who should study Peter’s
letter? “No Christian can read it with-
out deriving from it both light and life.
Ministers especially, should study it
well, that they may know how to
comfort their flocks when in persecu-
tion or adversity.”—A Clarke.
—Ross E. Price

Divine Aid
Text: Psalms 121:1

Introduction: In these days of darkness
and strife it is needful for Christians
to look to God for help, while the non-
Christians are resorting to the wine
cup and pleasure to ease their restless
spirits. The resources of God are ac-
cessible to His children. 1f so, then
let us lift our eyes to see the power
of God.

I. A Personal Choice
A. No one else knows your needs like

you do.

B. Then purpose with a:

1 Fixed mind.

2. Focusing eye.
throne.

3. Fixed heart. Not divided.

1. A Proven Choice
A. The world and flesh fail.

B. The hills suggest a place of:

1 Solitude, that of being alone
with God.

2. Quietude, away from noises and
confusion of world.

3. Altitude, above the lowlands of
despair and grief.

4. Refuge. When storm clouds
move in on us, distress will
cause us to flee. God is our
Refuge and Strength.

1. A Paying Choice
A. We become the recipients of di-

Towards the

vine grace.
B. When we look with a spirit of ex-
pectancy.
40 (328)

Introduction:

C. When we gaze with the eyes of
faith.

Conclusion: When weak, weary, sick,

broke, depressed, let us not despair
but let us lift up our eyes unto Jesus,
who sits on the right hand of God.
— Henry T. Beyer, Jr.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Christ’'s Conquest

Text: Matthew 4:2

Forty days and nights
Christ was tried and tested by the ad-
versary of His soul. His victory over
the enemy assures us of a similar one.
Though tempted beyond measure He
refrained from sin and kept intact
with His Heavenly Father. Even we
can be made more than conquerors
through Him, for He made a way for
our escape. Let us searchingly con-
sider the marvelous contents of this
text.

Christ W as Confronted by the

Tempter’'s Power.

A. Its duration, forty days.

B. Its drudgery, constantly harassed
by Satan.

C. Its distaste, first grievous; after-
wards it worketh its peaceable

fruit of righteousness.

Christ Was Comforted by the an-
gel’s Presence.
A. Ministering to His needs.
B. Mindful of His necessities.
C. Matchless in nurturing.

IlIl. Christ Conquered by the Father’s

P rovidence.

A. By the power of the word, “Thus
it is written.”

B. By the process of wisdom, “Man
shall not live by bread alone.”

C. By the purpose of the will, “Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

Conclusion: May this lesson be a means

of inspiration that will enable us to
defeat the enemy of our souls, and be
more than conquerors through Him
that loved us.

— Henry T. Beyer, Jr.
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Departing from Christ

Text: John 13:30

Introduction:

Jesus’ greatest trial was
experienced at the last meeting with
His disciples. One was on the verge
of departing from Him. Judas had al-
ready covenanted with the priest.
Backsliding is not done on the spur
of the moment; it comes gradually.
After the sop, Judas left the table and
went out, and it was night.

D eparted from Presence of Christ.

A. One that promised to be with them
always. His heart now gripped
with terror.

B. Once called to preach.

D eparted from the Promises of

Christ.

A. The promise of peace.

1. Jesus said, “Peace | leave with
you.”

2. God is the God of peace.

3. What hopelessness he resorted
to! He could look back and say,
“What peaceful hours 1 once
enjoyed when first I met the
Lord!”

B. The promise of the Holy Spirit.

1. Jesus promised them He would
send another Comforter.

2. When the Day of Pentecost was
fully come, they all received
the Holy Spirit.

D eparted from the Book of Life.

A. Judas had his name written in the
book of life.

B. Bible teaches of the possibility of

losing out altogether. “If the salt
hath lost its savour”; “If any man
draw back, my soul shall have no
pleasure in him”; “Which some

having put away concerning faith”;
“1 will remove your candlestick”;
“Take heed, lest ye fall”; “Ye did
run well; who did hinder you?”

Conclusion: May God help us to see the

need of staying close to God and the
Bible and to do the will of the Father,
who hath called us.

—Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

July, 1960

Text:

Text:

The Marks of a Christian
Galatians 6:24

Introduction: This letter was written by
Paul to the brethren at Galatia. Paul
had written with a strong appeal
warning them against deceiving, Juda-
istic professors. But Paul was very
familiar with the undercurrents of suf-
fering and persecution for the name
of Jesus. He then concluded by say-
ing to his audience that he bore the
marks of Christ. Marks are visible
signs by which anything is known.
Let us note them.

I. Mark of Sonship— Resemblance
A. Identification. Conformed to His

image by adoption.

B. ldeals which are high and holy.

1. Consecration was the result.
2. Conversation was the spirit.

C. Can we be Christians and not let
it be known? Have you been iden-
tified by the world as one of
Christs?

II. Mark of Suffering
A. The cross a symbol of suffering and
shame.
B. Paul frequently suffered for His
name’s sake (Il Corinthians 4:8).
1. Criticism (I Peter 4: 8).
2. Crisis. Many times he despaired
of his own life.
IIl. Mark of Stability
A. In task of the Kingdom.
B. In temptation, with a determina-
tion to be faithful unto death.
C. In his testimony—*“l have finished
my course.”

Conclusion: May God help us as Chris-

tians to bear the marks of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and so convince a gain-
saying world that there is a reality in
serving Jesus.

—Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

The Ultimate

Ephesians 4:13

1. There are those who do not have
this faith.

2. There are those who do not exer-
cise this faith.

3. There are those who do not seek
this faith.

— Henry T. Beyer
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Text:

Carnality at Its Worst
Matthew 26:15

Introduction: We are living in a greedy,

grasping world. Covetousness abounds
everywhere; it possesses the heart of
every carnal man. It lurks in the
home, in the community, and in the
cities and countries. Covetousness is
rampant; the sinful, carnal backslider
is looking out for number one. Let us
pursue this line of thought for our in-
struction.

Seeking for Personal Gain

A. To fill his own coffers (Luke 12:16,
20; |1 Timothy 6: 7).

B. More interested in silver than sal-
vation.

C. More interested in gold than god-
liness.

Il. Searching for Public Prestige

A. He sought personal praise rather
than precious presence of priest of
God.

B. Will I fill a place of prominence in

the church, community, etc.?
C. Will you give me the satisfaction
that | am pleasing the populace?

Striving for Particular Preference

A. His desires were selfish (Ephe-
sians 2:3).

B. His decision was settled (I Timo-
thy 4:6).

C. These words fell from the lips of
a carnal, covetous, conscienceless
man.

Conclusion: May the downfall of Judas

be a warning to us all that we too
are subject to Satan’s evil suggestion.
Therefore be strong like men, take
God’s armour, resist the devil, and
trust God to give you grace to stand.
—Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

Christian Stability

Text: Galatians 5:1
Introduction: The most informed and
deeply spiritual Christians need to

give heed to good, sound, and whole-
some advice. The Apostle Paul was
warning them of the sheer possibility
of being entangled again in the things
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from which they had been delivered.
False teachers and prophets were
prevalent (Galatians 2:5). Let wus
heed this firm advice and profit by it

The Stability of Their Christianity,

“Stand fast.”

A. Hold fast to that which thou hast,
that no man deceive thee, or take
thy crown.

B. Hew to the line. Do not remove

the ancient landmarks.

Paul’'s teachings were unalterable.

What was required then is re-

quired now.

D. Your faith will be tested, and your
experience threatened.

The Strength of Their Conviction,
“In the liberty.”
A. Freedom from bondage.
elements of the world.

Beggarly

B. Freedom from ancestral religion.

C. Freedom from the law in Christ.
Now free to worship.
D. Freedom from the taskmasters,

slave drivers, etc.

The Source of Their Conversion.
Religion’s law will wear and tear.

B. Relinquished hopes will
brighten into blessed realities.

now

C. Shriveled faith will strengthen as
your days will be.

D. Distant, defeated relationships will
be brought together into a glorious
oneness with Christ.

IV. The Subjection in Their Consecra-
tion.
A. An unstabilized Christian is an
easy prey for the enemy.
B. An unsanctified Christian is not

subject to the laws of love.

C. The unstabilized Christian finds an
easy conformity to the world, eas-
ily deceived, etc.

Conclusion: May we arise as Christians

that are truly born again in this Satan-
enslaved world and declare our alle-
giance to the Christ, who has made
us free.

—Henry T. Beyer, Jr.
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Christian Sobriety

Text: Proverbs 1:10
Introduction: These are days when
Christians are severely tried and

tested. There are many evil ones along
the highways of life and unless we are
cautious we are liable to be victimized.
The agents of the devil with their de-
vious devices are on the go trying
ways, and means to destroy the faith
of the Christian. Let us heed the
wholesome instruction that is given in
this text.

. To Whom
son.”
A. Not ungodly, profane, but a son.
B. Recognition on the part of the

son, “Abba, Father.”

C. Recognition on the part of the

IS This Directed?

“My

Father. “My son,” whom | have
begotten.
Il. Exhortation Given. “If sinners en-
tice thee.”

A. The warning—“Flee the unfruit-
ful works of darkness.”
B. The advice— (Psalm 1; Ephesians
4:1; | Timothy 4:16).
C. The possibility of falling (Il Timo-
thy 2:26: Hebrews 10:35).
D. Christians may be enticed in many
ways:
1. By foolish suggestions.
2. By evil presentations.
3. By erroneous teachings (Il Pe-
ter 2:1; John 4:1).
Ill. Resistance Needed. “Consent thou
not.”
A. By Christian alertness.
B. By Bible knowledge (I John 2:27;
2:14).
C. B%Christian fortitude.
Conclusion: Let us keep ourselves spir-
itually strong, mentally alert, and
morally clean, by taking heed to God’s
Word and walking in the light of it
—Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

Promotion Day
Text: Matthew 25: 21, 23

Introduction: These inspiring words
fell from the lips of the Master him-
self. No greater truths were ever

July, 1960

spoken. Christ recompenses His faith-
ful with manifold blessings. Let us
consider the import of this truth.

I. The Conduct Depicted. “Good and
faithful.”
A. Not spoken to angels, immortals,
but to servants.
B. Not self-willed, independent, but

wholly dependent upon God.

Il. The Commendation Presented, “Well
done.”

A. His faithfulness and fidelity made
known.

B. His diligence and fervor revealed.

C. His perseverance seen.

Il. The
make thee.”

A. Christ is mindful of His own.
B. Christ is wise in His choices.

IV. The Crown Offered. “Ruler.”

A. A ruler denotes one who wears a
crown.

B. A ruler denotes a place of dignity,
honor, etc.

V. The Coronation Anticipated. “Enter
thou into the joy of thy lord.”

A. To be knighted by the King of
Kings.

B. To be ushered into His royal pres-
ence.

Conclusion: Faithfulness is aligned with
the will of God. Our best is accepted
when it is directed in the services of
others. The crown is worn only by
those who have been faithful to the
cause of Christ and the Kingdom.

— Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

Consideration Given. “l will

God’s Acceptance of His Children
Text: Ephesians 1:6
A. To the honor of His goodness
B. For the good of His saints
C. For the sake of His Son
— Henry T. Beyer, Jr.

God’s Desire

Ephesians 4:13

1 It is God’'s desire that we become
perfected in love.

2. It is God’'s desire that we become
powerful in influencing unity.

3. It is God’s desire that we become
positive in our position.

— Henry T. Beyer

Text:
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Lord, Stir Thou Me
Text: Isaiah 52:1-2

Introduction: Luke said of Paul, “His
spirit was stirred in him” (Acts 17:16);
Peter said, “l think it meet ... to stir
you up” (1l Peter 1:13); Paul wrote
Timothy to “stir up the gift of God
which is in thee” (1 Timothy 1:6).
The Church needs to be stirred!

I. The W orld Is Stirred.
A. Politically.
B. Economically.
C. Religiously.

Il. Herr Is Stirred.

A. Christ is coming (I Thessalonians
4:15-18).

B. Satan’s time is short (Revelation
12:12).

C. To meet thee
holiness scoffer)
(Isaiah 5:14; 14:9).

(Christ rejecter,
at thy coming

Ill. Heaven Is Stirred.
A. With the home-coming of every
saint.
B. As Christ prepares to go for His
bride.
C. Because the Church is not stirred.

IV. The Church Needs to Be Stirred.

A. Life is not all. Death does not end

all. The judgment is coming. All

will be there (Hebrews 9:27; Rev-
elation 20:12-13).

B. The Bible hell is real. The masses
are going to hell.

C. Heaven is attained only by those
possessing Bible holiness. The
Christian masses are mostly un-
concerned about holiness. Very
few are definitely seeking and ob-
taining that holiness without which
no man shall see the Lord (He-
brews 12:14).

Conclusion:

“Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord; 1 care
not how,
But stir my heart in passion for
the world.
Stir me to give, to go, but most to
pray;
Stir till the blood-red hamier be
unfurled
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O’er lands that still in deepest dark-

ness lie,
O’er deserts where no cross is lifted
high.

Stir me, oh, stir me, God. Thy heart
was stirred
By love’s intensest fire, till Thou
didst give
Thine only Son, Thy best beloved
One,
E’'en to the dreadful Cross, that |
might live.
SHr me to give myself so back to
Thee
That Thou canst give thyself again
through me.
(Author Unknown)
— A. H. Eggleston
Picture Butte, Alberta, Canada

The Sanctification of the
Samaritans—a Divine Sample

Text: Acts 8:4-17
Introduction: Entire sanctification is ob-

tainable in this life. There are many

Bible passages which verify this fact,

but we shall consider just one—a case

study of the sanctification of the Sa-
maritans—a divine sample.

I. The Divine A ssociation— T hey
Were Already Christians (VV. 6,
14).

A. They had received the Christ.
B. They had rejected the counter-
feit.

Il. The Divine Assertion— They Had
Not Yet Received the Holy G host

(v. 16).
A. They had not known of the
Holy Ghost.
B. They had not knelt to the
Holy Ghost.
I, The Divine A ssistance— T hey

W ere Prayed for to R eceive the

Holy Ghost (v. 15).

A. They had the help of the apos-
tles’ fervency.

B. They had the heart of the
apostles’ faith.

IV. The Divine Assurance— They Re-

ceived the Holy Ghost (v. 17).

A. They had the aid of the hands
of the apostles.
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Conclusion:

Text:

Introduction:

B. They had the agency of the
Holy Ghost.

Sanctification is obtainable
in this life. The sanctification of the
Samaritans is a divine sample—a sam-
ple of what God can do and wants to
do in the life of every sincere Chris-
tian. If you are already a Christian,
but have not yet received the Holy
Ghost in entire sanctification, you can
come forward and seek and obtain
sanctification right now. With your
praying, and with the assistance of our
praying, you can have the divine as-
surance as the Samaritans did that you
are sanctified. Will you come now?

— John W agner
Baltimore, Maryland

The Signature of God
Ephesians 1:13

Symbols and metaphors
are often used in the Bible to re-
veal rich truths and meanings. The
thought of the seal or signet as
a symbol of the Holy Spirit is par-
ticularly precious. (Explain the
use of the seal or signet in Biblical
days.)

I. The Seal of God Signifies God's

Pledge.

A. Comparison of the engagement
ling and the signet ring. Both
are a pledge (Nehetniah 9:38).

B. A pledge of God’s love.

C. A pledge of God’s faithfulness.

Il. The Seal of God Signifies God’s
Priviteges: (Genesis 41:41-42).

A. The privileges of God’s grace.
B. The privileges of God’'s re-

sources.

Ill. The Seal of God Signifies God’s

Property (Il Timothy 2:19).

A. Ownership implies complete
submission to God.
B. Ownership implies complete

acceptance by God.

IV. The Seal of God Signifies God’'s
(Revelation 7:3).

A. Protected from sin.

B. Protected from God’s wrath at

judgment.

Protection
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Conclusion:

Text:

Illustration of the Chinese
craftsman who was put to death
after making the seal of the em-
peror, so that he could never make
another like it. The seal repre-
sented all of the emperor’s wealth
and power.
— George E. Rench
Missionary, Formosa

The Plus Factor in Witnessing
Acts 1:8

Introduction: The text indicates that
the coming of the Holy Spirit was
to make a radical change in the
personal lives of those who were
prepared to receive Him. This
transformation is focused in pow-

er—power for witnessing in at
least three different areas.
I. Power to Witness at Home—

“Jerusalem”

A. To one’'s family—a primary
obligation

B. To one’s friends

1. Power to Witness in Public—

— “All Judaea and Samaria”
A. Through the ministry of the
pulpit
B. Through the ministry of visi-
tation evangelism

Ill. Power to Witness A broad— “unto
the uttermost part of the earth”

A. To foreign Christians needing
further light

B. To heathen natives who have
never heard

The task given to us by
the Master is tremendous in scope.
Dare we attempt the fulfilling of
our obligation without the neces-
sary preparation, the necessary
power? The coming of the Holy
Spirit provides a plus factor: that
divine additive without which we
are doomed to failure. Let the
Holy Spirit strengthen your wit-
ness.

Conclusion:

— W endell
Pastor, Sumner, Washington

Poole
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God’s Will for Man
Text: John 16: 7-15

Introduction: Holiness is a fundamental
doctrine where we must be of one mind
and one heart. Entire sanctification is
not an optional blessing for the Chris-
tian who has heard and acknowledged
the truth of the doctrine. When heart

holiness is seen, it is to be sought;
when the light shines clearly, our
hearts must accept it sincerely.
I. God's Command
A. “This is the will of God”
(I Thessalonians 4:3).
B. “Be ye holy; for 1 am holy”
(I Peter 1:16).
C. “Follow peace with all men,

and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord”
(Hebrews 12:14).

D. “For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto
holiness” (1 Thessalonians
4:7).

Il. Man’s Privilege
A. To seek with whole heart.
B. To “tarry”—a welcome word
(Luke 24:49).
C. To be filled with the Holy
Spirit.
Ill. Christ's Prayer
A. That we be sanctified wholly
(I Thessalonians 5:23a).
B. That we be preserved blame-
less (I Thessalonians 5:23).
C. That we be kept from evil
(John 17:15).
D. That we be sanctified through
the truth (John 17:17).

Conciusion: We who have had our sins
forgiven need this blessing. Every per-
son who has turned his face to God
should “tarry” until the Holy Spirit
comes into his life as his Sanctifier.
As we hear the truth we must be ready
and willing to accept it. “For this is
the will of God, even your sanctifica-
tion.”

— Kenneth Hinshaw

Stark, Kansas
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Sanctified Wholly

Text: | Thessalonians 5:23

Introduction: Paul's prayer comes from
a heart of love. We must seek
sanctification with hearts full of
love, and we must tell it to others
in the same manner. Paul’'s prayer
should be ours continually when
we are dealing with others about

the life of holiness.

I. The Nature of Sanctification

A. It is not sinless perfection.

B. It is not the same as good
works.
C. It involves consecration by

man (Romans 12:1).

D. It involves purification by God
(I John 1:9).

E. It is then the
Christ.

imitation of

Il. The Scope of Sanctification
A. “Spirit”—thought life.
B. “Soul”—spiritual life.
C. “Body”—physical life.
I1l. The Source of Sanctification
A. The redeeming blood of Christ
(Hebrews 13:12).

B. The Holy Spirit (Il Thessa-
lonians 2:13).

C. The Word of God (John
17:17).

D. Faith and Prayer (Acts 15:9).

IV. The End of Sanctification
A. It prepares us for the Second
Coming.
B. It preserves us blameless be-
fore Christ.

Conclusion: We can be sanctified
wholly. It is the will of God, it is
the command of God, and it is the
promise of God.

— Robert Crabtree
Kansas City, Missouri

Redemption Made Plain

Ephesians 1:7

A. Our redemption is the concern of
the Father.

B. Our restoration
the Son.

C. Our reinstatement is the consuma-
tion of an act.

Text:

is the concern of

— Henry T. Beyer, Jr.
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Book of the Month Selection, May, 19(i0

THE MINOR PROPHETS
G. Campbell Morgan (Revell, $2.75)

I think | can hear someone say—What? G. Campbell Morgan! This
must be an old reprint!

Well, wrong you are. This is the first time this material has ever been
in book form. It is really a “discovery.” Delivered in conferences in 1902
and recorded in the Northfield Echoes, it has been overlooked all these
years.

Morgan is a universal favorite in the area of Bible study of a warm,
conservative kind. The only other book Morgan wrote on the Minor
Prophets is Voices of Twelve Hebrew Prophets—and it chose only one
verse from each book.

Here is a thoroughly outlined study of each prophet. Here is an
introduction to the times of the prophecy, an analysis, and the message in
summary form.

What's more, the text of each book is here in full. There is a ready
reference to help you get into these Minor (“minor” only in that they are
briefer) Prophets. They deserve a better hearing. G. Campbell Morgan
will spur you on toward some sermons—warm, evangelistic, and powerful.

MAN OF THE MORNING, The Life and Work of Phineas F. Bresee
Donald P. Brickley (Nazarene Publishing House, $2.95)

We would do well to remind ourselves frequently of the words of
Dr. J. B. Chapman, “The Church of the Nazarene has had many worthy
teachers and leaders, it may have more of these yet whom it will hold in
high esteem; but it has had and can have but one founder and father;
so that the life and work of Phineas Franklin Bresee, untarnished as they
are by any unworthy choice or deed, are a heritage invaluable to Nazarenes,
to the holiness movement, to the whole church militant and to the needy
world.”

It is fitting then that, facing the second fifty years of church history,
we in the Church of the Nazarene should produce for our people every-
where a worthy, interesting, thoroughly authentic book-portrait of the
founder of our denomination.

In the early years of our existence there was a very splendid biography,
A Prince in Israel, by Girvin. This has been long out of print and virtually
unavailable.

Man of the Morning picks up the best research from the earlier
biographical materials and there has been added to it careful, patient
research by the author in which he interviewed persons who had known
P. F. Bresee intimately, and followed his path from section to section of the
country in search of biographical details.

He who reads this will discover afresh and appreciate anew the long
shadow of P. F. Bresee as leader, preacher, editor, writer, and administrator.
We who walk in his shadow should pray the God of heaven to help us
emulate his spirit and philosophy. It is the prayer of the author and
publishers that Man of the Morning will do this very thing.
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LIFE IN THE SON, A Study of the Doctrine of Perseverance
Robert Shank (Westcott Publishers, $4.95)

Here is truly an amazing book. In the introduction to the book, which
has been provided by William M. Adams, professor of New Testament
Interpretation, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, it is stated, “l con-
sider it possible that the judgment of time may prove it to be one of the
most important books ever written.”

That a man of such scholarship in the Southern Baptist Convention
should make such a statement relative to a book like this is utterly amazing.
Life in the Son is really a carefully studied, Biblical, scholarly exposition of
the doctrine of “unconditional eternal security.”

The book itself is controversial, for it deals with the controversial
theme of the perseverance of the saints. To use the language of Dr. Ralph
Earle, professor of New Testament, Nazarene Theological Seminary, “The
total impact of this book is overwhelming. Chapter after chapter, page by
page, the author pursues the path of frank, objective, reverent, investigation
of the Holy Scriptures. His exegesis of the New Testament passages related
to the doctrine of security is accurate, scholarly, thorough, and his logic is
inescapable. No one who cares what the Bible teaches can refuse to give
this epochal work the honest hearing it demands and deserves.”

In fairness, this must be said about the book! While it does a careful,
methodical job of exposing the errors in the teaching of unconditional
eternal security, it also is unfair in its presentation of the Wesleyan position
relative to eradication and victorious living. Quoting, “The doctrine of
eradication and sinless perfection is not only contrary to the plain state-
ment of the Holy Scriptures; it is a deadly snare and delusion which robs
its adherents of any sense of need for advocate with the Father and con-
stitutes a denial of Christ's intercession in their behalf.”

This is decidedly a provocative book. You will do well to purchase it
Perhaps no book published in years will give such a jolt to eternal security
proponents. It will make those of us in the Arminian camp still more sure
of the position we have held all along relative to the possibility of apostasy.

In honesty this must be said— the author of this book takes as a defini-
tion of sin “any deviation from the full will of God,” rather than the
Wesleyan definition, “Any wilful transgression of the known will of God.”
Because of this difference in definition, some of the strong statements that
are made relative to our belief in victorious living would have to be dis-
counted considerably.

FREEDOM FROM WANT
E. E. Wordsworth (Beacon Hill, $1.50)

Every human being has discovered in life some spring or water or
shopping place or dining room where he likes to return frequently himself
and invite his friends to go with him. It is thus with every Christian when
he thinks of the Bible. Ask for his favorite chapter and he will usually
say the twenty-third psalm.

Freedom from Want is a lifetime of study by the highly respected
minister and author E. E. Wordsworth. He has lived in it, studied in it,
prayed in it, and here in a warmly written book there are distilled scholar-
ship, heart-warming illustrations, and scriptural loyalty.

The young in life will benefit from this, and those who are in the
twilight years will read it with special interest and inspiration. Anyone
who reads it will find it easier to lean with greater confidence upon the
Shepherd of his soul.
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NAZARENE
PUBLISHING
HOUSE

fornix ofdelb

A volume of
endless inspiration
that has a
special place in

every parsonage

HERE IS ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL and meaningful
books your home could want—an inspirational selection of
maxims, phrases, anecdotes, passages, proverbs, essays, and
verses from the best minds among man, that will provide a
rewarding source of wisdom and comfort for all who read.

IN KEEPING WITH ITS STATELY CONTENT is a deep
brown, richly grained, imitation leather cover scored to be
easily opened, and tied together with an attractive rayon cord
(Inside pages pre-bound for added strength). At one corner
is an embossed leaf design; across top the title is stamped in
gold.

THE INSIDE IS EQUALLY EXQUISITE with its striking gold
end sheets, artistically designed tan sectional dividers, and
skillful printing on a fine-quality kraft paper. Hand lettering
throughout adds to its de luxe appearance. Classified and in-
dexed for reference use. Size 8% x 11V\s inches. 200 pages.
(CPG)

PLACED WHERE ALL MAY SEE, this unique book will
prove a dignified and impressive furnishing to your home.
When friends drop in, it becomes a fascinating conversational
piece, something they will enjoy browsing through. To the
family, it provides a source of personal uplift as well as ex-
cellent material for sermons, devotional talks, and special
programs.

LEAVES OF GOLD is one of those special volumes you want
in the parsonage. Don’t be without it any longer. It's priced
so reasonably, too! Order your copy RIGHT AWAY and join
the scores of gratified users.

ONLY $3.95

Makes one of the most cherished

gifts a pastor can give



CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE HOAD MAIIKKIS

NOW WITH TWO NEW FEATURES

1. Attractive NEW color combination—rich blue background with white
and golden-yellow lettering— to match popular MASTER SIGN.

2. Modern NEW LETTERING STYLE—selected for its large, clear print,
readable at a glance from a fast-moving car.

Constructed of twenty-gauge steel, artistically Desired lettering at no extra charge (one line—
die-cut to an over-all 23 x 30" size. Paint is limited to eighteen letters including spacing)
baked on with special Du Pont, silk-screen may be printed in white at top and/or in lower
process and coated with a varnish guaranteed panel. In either or both panels, should letter-

to give extra protection against severe weather. ing not be needed, sign appears complete
Comes drilled with nine 3/16" holes for easy with space blank. Allow three weeks for de-
mounting. livery.

As low as ‘'si.95 each with no extra charge for lettering.

ONE ROAD MARKER ... $6.50 each
TWO ROAD MARKERS ..., $5.50 each
THREE ROAD MARKERS ..., $5.00 each
FOUR ROAD MARKERS ..., $4.50 each
FIVE OR MORE ROAD MARKERS........c.cccooiiiii $3.95 each

NOTE: Quantity prices apply to identically lettered signs only. Shipping charges extra from Coshocton, Ohio.

Order by Number SI1-380
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

Evangelize Through Advertising TODAY!
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