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FROM the EDITOR

What do you call your Sunday evening service? Relative to this mat-
ter, we Nazarenes have a reckoning with history.

Let's Call Our Sunday Evening
Services Evangelistic

T read something recently that

bothered me. In a church bulletin
printed and circulated by a Nazarene
church the Sunday services were
listed as follows: 11:00 a.m., Morn-
ing Worship; 7:30 p.m., Evening Wor-
ship.” And on an outdoor church
bulletin board of another Nazarene
church | saw announced: “11:00 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m., Worship Services.” |
was deeply disturbed.

True, such cases are a small minori-
ty. But even a minority cannot be
ignored, any more than you can ignore
the pain because it is only a minori-
ty of your teeth that ache.

In the nearly thirty years since |
joined our church | have noted with
keen pleasure the traditional listing
of our Sunday morning services as
worship and our Sunday evening
service as evangelistic. Our founding
fathers began this specific wording on
purpose. It was no accidental use of
words. | am persuaded that there
was a definite philosophy back of the
choice of these terms used for our
two public Sunday services. It is my
firm belief that they chose different
terms for these two services because
they planned to have different, dis-
tinctive services. | believe they knew
full well that a sure way to kill one
of the Sunday services is to make

them duplicates—even to make them
duplicate in name. So if traditionally
in Nazarene churches the two Sun-
day services have been given differ-
ent, distinctive names, we moderns
had better have very good reasons
before we begin such a practice as
has been noted in the opening para-
graph of this editorial.

You might well ask, “Why did we
ever begin designating our Sunday
services by the two terms—worship
and evangelistic?” That is a good
guestion. Let me suggest the reasons
that, to me, seem pertinent and valid.

The Historical Reason

Our founders were settled on one
thing: the Church of the Nazarene
must remain evangelistic—doggedly,
persistently, stubbornly so. So, to aid
in that purpose, they termed one of
the Sunday services as “evangelistic
service.” Undoubtedly our church
leaders had watched other denomi-
nations at this very point. It is my
feeling that they saw what | wit-
nessed some thirty years ago when |
came from another large denomina-
tion and joined the Church of the

Nazarene. The church | came from
was large and formal. It had suc-
cumbed to the drift away from
evangelism. How did it happen? |



can't spell out all the deep-seated
causes. But here was the surface
movement as | saw it. First there
were two Sunday services: one a
morning worship service, and the
other an evening evangelistic service.
Then they ceased calling the evening
service evangelistic. They began list-
ing two worship services on Sunday,
morning and evening. Then the even-
ing service died for lack of interest
and attendance. Then there was but
one service a Sunday, a morning wor-
ship service. Evangelism was dead,
or at least gasping. And once-a-
Sunday church attendance was an
accepted vogue. Is that the direction
we want to go?

Nazarenes are being called upon to
reckon with history at this point. |
am sure this occasional reference
among us to morning and evening
worship services is innocently done.
But it could begin a slow drift that
would sweep evangelism from our
midst. Phillips Brooks is credited
with the classic statement, “There
may be ten ways of putting out a fire.
But to ignore it is not one of them.”

The Psychological Reason

Why have Sunday evening services
perished in so many churches? Only
a Solomon would know all the web

of intertwining circumstances that
brought on this dire tragedy. And
my name is not Solomon! But | do

have a personal philosophy that, for
want of a better name, | have called
DUPLICATION MEANS DEATH.
This philosophy stems from several
sources. First, God doesn’'t like du-
plication. In fact there must be a
deep divine abhorrence for duplica-
tion. He created no two things alike;
no two faces are the same, no two
blades of grass, or flakes of snow.
But pre-eminently in the realm of
personality did God resist duplica-
tion. Only one Norman Oke (thank
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God!); no one else reacts the same,
looks the same, combs his hair the
same. Yes, God has announced mil-

lions of times that He can’t stand
duplication.

Then second, most people resent
duplication. If you don’t think so,
just let your wife buy a lovely dress
and then discover when she wears
it to church that another lady has one
just like it. The more highly sensi-
tive people are, the more they react
against duplication in meals, houses,
or in church services.

Now, mind you, our best church
members might never say or think
anything adversely if we duplicate
our Sunday services, but how about
the marginal churchgoer? His think-
ing will likely not be open, more
likely be unconscious. He sees an-
nounced at our church two services
with identical names. He concludes
that if they are identical in name they
are likely identical in nature. So he
will decide right away to go just once.
Deep in his heart there is a desire to
worship his Maker. And Sunday is
the day to engage in that service of
worship. And, to be honest, he much
prefers to go to church in the fresh-
ness of the morning. Then the rest
of the day is free for social obliga-
tions. Now if, when he comes for our
morning service, we invite him back
again that evening for another wor-
ship service he says inwardly, | am
worshiping this morning, so | don't
feel a need for engaging twice a Sun-
day in worship. I'll bypass the even-
ing service.

Why did the Sunday evening serv-
ice die in many churches? Partly be-
cause church policy makers (many of
them pastors) drove the dagger to
its heart. The steps were simple but
fatal. First the Sunday evening
service was changed in name from a
service of evangelism to a service of
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worship. Then, unconsciously, it be-
came a duplicate in planning, tempo,
and atmosphere. Then, because we
had two duplicate services, our mar-
ginal members and visitors began
selecting the one they preferred to
attend. The morning service received
the overwhelming number of votes
and the Sunday evening service was
thus voted out of existence.
Nazarenes, we have a reckoning
with history. “Evangelism First” is
a terrific program. It has already be-
gun paying rich dividends. But let’s
see to it that we keep an evangelistic
service on our agenda. Does a pastor

The Pastor’'s Strange Dream

list two worship services because he
doesn't want the trouble of planning
two services of contrasted purpose,
tempo, and order?

Let's make the Sunday evening
service evangelistic.

Let's keep the Sunday evening
service evangelistic.

Let's call the Sunday evening
service evangelistic.

Let's insist that its atmosphere be
distinctive, its nature more informal,
its music lighter, its tempo faster, its
outreach more enthusiastic.

Let's keep it “Shining Lights on
Sunday Nights.”

The strangest thing happened last Sunday when | took my text. One

of my good men got up and left the service.

In a few minutes he returned

with a plow across his shoulder, and while | preached he sat there and
worked on that rusty old plow, right in the aisle of the church!
Another fellow got up and left the service too, only to return with a

metal lathe.

He started to make some sort of delicate part to a motor,

but I couldn’t tell just what it was from where | stood.

Then one of our fine Sunday school teachers came in with a large
wallpaper sample book, and started leafing through it, comparing patterns
and prices, and making mental measurements of her room.

A young fellow brought in a ten-horse motor and a rod and reel and
while | preached he tinkered with these.

One of our good women wheeled in a sewing machine and sat down

and deliberately started sewing on a new dress right in the aisle.

I was

about to say something to her when her husband came in and sat down

beside her with an electric fan and a screw driver.

oiled it, and got it going again . .
to cool off a little, | guess!

. right while | preached!

He took the fan apart,
It helped me

Then one of the board members got a ladder and climbed up onto
the roof of the church and started driving nails, right during the service.
Then there was this young woman who took out her portable type-

writer and wrote three gossipy letters.
Thank goodness, just then | awoke!

It was a nightmare! But somehow

I still think it actually did happen!—F 1etcher Spruce, in the Canton Naz-

arene.

September, 1962
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Location:
Pastor:

INTO-HT STORY

Elkhart, Kansas
Rev. Bill R. Johnson

Number of Members: 90

Average Sunday School Attendance:

. renew our days as of old” (Lam.
5:21).

“Renew our days as of old.” This
is the heart cry of the soul longing
for the days in the past. One does
not want to bring back the hard
places. Most of us are content to
leave wood stoves, Model-T's, party
lines, lye soap, and the Saturday night
bath in the past. We, however, do
treasure those days when the Lord
manifests himself and souls are born
into the Kingdom. We must have
them.

Rev. Bill Johnson and his people
at the Church of the Nazarene in
Elkhart, Kansas, are seeing “good
days” as a result of the “Fourteen
Sunday Nights of Evangelism.”
Brother Johnson gives credit to this
evangelistic emphasis for bringing
new people to church: “Some of the
new people reached since then have
been the results of renewed interest
in reaching the lost created in the
Sunday night evangelism of those
‘Fourteen Sunday Nights."”

This illustrates the fact that Chris-
tians want an intense program of
evangelism. They want to rejoice
over souls finding God. They will
gladly pay what it costs in time, mon-
ey, and work if they can see the lost
brought into the church services.

Elkhart,

Kansas, is said to have
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come from “prairie to pavement in
eight years” and is known as “the
broom corn capital of the world.” Elk-
hart is located in the southwest
corner of Kansas, less than a quarter-
mile from Oklahoma and eight miles
from Colorado. Some two thousand
friendly people make up this high-
plains town founded in 1913, when
the Cimarron Valley branch of the
Sante Fe Railroad came through the

county.
The weather in this area during
the “Fourteen Nights” emphasis in

1961 was not conducive to attendance
at church on Sunday night. In spite
of bad weather and a small popula-
tion, the church moved ahead on
Sunday night. Their Sunday night
attendance increased and they aver-
aged eighty-seven for the “Fourteen
Sunday Nights” from October through
December.

How did Pastor Johnson go about
presenting this emphasis to his peo-
ple? Everything was planned ahead
of time. He worked through the
church board and other committees.
They planned for more special music
and special singing during the Sun-
day evening service. They planned
special items for each Sunday night.
Each night was given a name. Here
are some they used: “Youth Night,”
“Men’s Night,” “Ladies Nigh t”
“Neighbor Night,” “Bible Night,”
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“Candle and Carol Night,” and “Cove-
nant Night.” An evangelistic preach-
ing program was prepared to bring
God’'s Word to bear upon each par-
ticular emphasis.

Newspaper advertising became a
regular partner in this period of
evangelism. A special ad was created
for the “Candle and Carol Night.”
It was a paid ad and ran for two
weeks. This service took place on
Christmas Eve and the congregation
reported, “We had a wonderful
crowd even if it was Christmas Eve.”

Another secret of a successful em-
phasis is found in a statement sent
in by the pastor. “We planned some-
thing every Sunday night. It will
not do just to announce it, but we
must roll up our sleeves and work
at the job. A pastor must visit his
people and talk about it to get the
people concerned.” There is no bet-
ter way for a pastor to enlist the help
and support of the people than by
presenting the need in their homes.
Brother Johnson did this, and “Evan-
gelism First” became the family goal
as well as the goal of the local and
general church.

Mr. Johnson shares his feeling
about the emphasis on Sunday night
evangelism with us: “This emphasis
was needed and made our people

Preaching the Cross

more conscious of
evangelism.
we as a church worked it
blessed our efforts. | would like to
see an emphasis every fall of this
type. | am looking forward to this
fall to our special ‘Family Evange-
lism’ emphasis.”

Sunday night evangelism will help
us “preserve our God-given heritage,
the faith once delivered to the saints”
and to advance “God’s kingdom
among men.”

Evangelism must take place in our
churches. Souls finding Christ and
adding them to the church must be
the regular feature of our work in-
stead of the exceptional. From month
to month we have tried to give con-
crete examples that it is happening.
It happens in the big churches as well
as the small churches; it happens in
big cities as well as small towns. It
can happen in your church. “Ye have
not chosen me, but | have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go
and bring forth fruit . .

Have you Kknown a better day
spiritually? Has your church been
more evangelistic in the days gone
by? If the answer is yes, then pray
with Jeremiah, “Turn thou us unto
thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned;
renew our days as of old.”

Sunday night
It worked here because
God

“Are you a preacher of the Cross? Are you inspired by an ardent desire
for the salvation of men? Be a preacher—not a reader of the gospel. Why not
address your people in a free, natural manner? Why preach at them?—when
it is your business to preach to them. From these questions you will rightly
infer that, in my opinion, your sermons should always be a part of yourself.
Instead of saying, ‘I have my sermon’—you should say, ‘I am my sermon,
and then you will speak livingly and fearlessly. Remember, your sermons
are not prepared for the press—they are prepared for the understanding and
the heart alone.”—bD r. Joseph P arker. Contributed by B. V. Seals.

September, 1962
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After the death of Dr. Wiley this was found in his desk.

It sings the

praises of Christ, with whom the sainted theologian now walks in

white.—Editor.

The Testimony of the Psalms to Christ

By H. Orton Wiley

Hebrews fur-

nishes us with a unique interpre-
tation of certain passages from the
Psalms as they concern the nature
and work of Christ. This interpreta-
tion is unique in that it transcends
the merely historical basis; and fur-
ther, that it outlines in logical form
the unfolding of a Christian eschatol-
ogy. In this time of confusion, when
men are seeking for unity in both the
world and the Church, is it not possi-
ble that they may be following the
pattern of the ancient people of Shinar
who said, “Let us build us a city and
a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth” (Gen. 11:4) ?
As the displeasure of God brought
upon them confusion of tongues, per-
haps God is not frustrating the wis-
dom of men with universal perplexity.
St. Paul warns us against a philo-
sophy which is after the rudiments of
the world and not after Christ. He
would have us look at philosophy
through Christ, and not at Christ
through philosophy. The writer of
this Epistle draws from the Psalms a
world view of a Christian order, based
upon the deity of Christ, and unfolded
in His glorious second advent, the
majesty of His kingdom, with its

'T he Epistle to the
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ultimate issue in a new and eternal
order. We refer to Heb. 1:4-14.

1 The Divine Son and the Superi-

ority of His Inheritance. “Being made
so much better than the angels, as he
hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they. For unto
which of the angels said he at any
time, Thou art my Son, this day have
| begotten thee?” (l:4-5a) Here the
Son is shown to be greater than the
angels by whom the dispensation of
the law was given; later the writer
will show that the Son is greater than
Moses, the prophet, or Aaron, the
high priest. He is greater because He
is the Son; they are but servants.
These verses are taken from the sec-
ond psalm, in which the course of
thought is of extraordinary brilliance
and force. The imagery is doubtless
taken from the anointing of David as
king over lIsrael, but the psalm itself
is Messianic. The use of' the perfect
tense, “has inherited,” substantiates
the claim that the name Son, which
was His from all eternity, continued
to be His in the Incarnation. “This
day have | begotten thee,” is applied
by both St. Paul and St. John to the
Resurrection (Acts 13:33; Col. 1:18;
Rev. 1:5). Christ is therefore the
“first begotten of the dead” and the

The Preacher's Magazine



first fruits of a new and eternal order
for all the redeemed.

2. The Divine Son and the Davidic
Covenant. “I will be to him a Fath-
er, and he shall be to me a Son.”
(1:5b). These words are taken from
Il Sam. 7:8-17, but the same thought
and the same order are found in the
Ps. 89. Historically they are asso-
ciated with the Davidic covenant, but
have always been held to have a
wider meaning, and look forward to
the pre-existent Son as the idealized
Son of David. The Kingdom which
the Son establishes is in its initial
stage, one of “righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,”
but this inward Kingdom must
eventually extend its reign over all
things, outward as well as inward.
It is to this that the writer hastens as
the next stage in his thought.

3. The Divine Son and the Glorious
Second Advent. “And again, when he
bringeth in the firstbegotten into the
world, he saith, And let all the angels
of God worship him” (1:6). This new
phase of the argument is taken from
the so-called “Second Advent Psalm”
(97:7). Two words need careful con-
sideration. The first is prototokos, or
the “firstbegotten,” which, as we have
seen, refers to the resurrection of
Christ, and must therefore be distin-
guished from monogenes, or the “only
begotten.” The first describes the re-
lation of the glorified Christ to man-
kind; the second, the unique relation
of the Son to the Father in the holy
Trinity. The second word is oikou-
rnena, which means the “inhabited
world,” and is thus distinguished from
Kosmos, which refers to the created
world. Christ’s coming again into the
inhabited world cannot refer to His
incarnation, but only to His second
glorious appearing. Any attempt to
establish a perfect social order with-
out a perfect ruler and perfect sub-
jects must ever prove futile.

September, 1962

4. The Divine Son and the Majesty
of His Kingdom. “Who maketh his
angels spirits, and his ministers a
flame of fire” (1:7). Having spoken
of the glorious advent of the Son, the
writer now advances to the thought
of the majesty of His kingdom. He
refers to Psalms 104, sometimes
known as the “Oratorio of Creation.”
Here the name Jehovah occurs ten
times, and in each instance is accom-
panied with a description of His great-
ness in creation. The climax is
found in the above text, which could
not fail to suggest to the Hebrews
the awful accompaniments in the giv-
ing of the law. But the purpose of
the writer is not to set forth the na-
ture of angels, but the greatness of
the Son in His new creation, where
angels are only servants.

5. The Divine Son and the Perpe-
tuity of His Kingdom. “But unto the
Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: a sceptre of right-
eousness is the sceptre of thy King-
dom” (1:8). These verses are taken
from Psalms 45, which has always
been regarded as thoroughly Mes-
sianic. They mark a further step in
the thought of the writer. He has
spoken of the glorious second advent
of the Son, and of His power and
majesty as King; he now refers to the
splendor of His millennial reign. Not
only does this text reveal the per-
petuity of the Kingdom, but also that
upon which it rests—the deity of the
Son, here addressed unequivocally
and in the vocative case as God. The
anointing with the “oil of gladness”
refers to the nature of His kingdom,
and the authority to put into effect the
reign of righteousness. The symbolism
is drawn from the festivities of a
coronation day.

6. The Divine Son and the Immu-
tability of His Person. “And, thou,
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the heav-
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ens are the works of thine hands:
they shall perish; but thou remainest;
and they all shall wax old as doth a
garment; and as a vesture shalt thou
fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same, and
thy years shall not fail” (1:10-12).
Here we have a quotation from
Psalms 102, entitled “A Prayer for
the Afflicted.” It is the appeal of an
exile who looks confidently to Jeho-
vah in behalf of Zion. This cry reaches
its highest intensity in the words, “O
my God, take me not away in the
midst of my days”—a cry strangely
like that of Christ in Gethsemane.
The progress of thought lies in this,
that Christ, who has power over
death, and who can lift man into a
new and eternal order, has also, as
Creator, the power to change the
heavens and the earth into a suitable
order for himself and His redeemed
ones. Like a garment which has
waxed old, He shall fold them up,
and they shall be changed. As man is
redeemed from sin, so the earth like-
wise shall be brought from under the
curse, for He must reign until all
things are brought in subjection to
Him.

7. The Divine Son and the Trium-

phant Consummation. “But to which

Sunday-School Evangelism

of the angels said he at any time, Sit
on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool? Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs
of salvation?” (1:13-14) This final
guotation is from Psalms 110, of which
Luther said, “It is worthy to be over-
laid with precious jewels.” Jesus
gquoted from this psalm in His reply
to the Jews; and Peter used it on the
Day of Pentecost. It is from this
Psalm, also, that the writer later re-
fers to the priesthood after the “order
of Melchisedec”—once a king and a
priest. It is clearly evident that the
reference here is not to the eternal
Logos as such, but to that Word
incarnate in Christ, who is now
seated at the right hand of God, ex-
pectant until all things are put under
Him. Then it is that the Son himself
shall be subject to Him who put all
things under Him. This marks the
end of the mediatorial work of Christ
in the redemptive economy, for when
He comes again, it is without a sin
offering. God will then be All in All,
and the blessed Trinity shall reign in
a fully redeemed and restored
universe—“new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness.”

Perhaps there is not a Sunday school which does not have in its

membership many lost boys and girls.

Their presence in the Sunday

school provides the pastor with a great opportunity. By earnest, pa-
tient, prayerful efforts these boys and girls may be won to Christ

and Christian service.

Pastors and superintendents should select with
care those assigned to work with the Juniors.

Pastors and superin-

tendents will help the teachers win the Juniors to Christ—not tomor-

row-—tomorrow will be too
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late.—J. N.

Barnett.
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

Ephesians 1:15-18

Faith or Love?

/~\ne of difficult prob-
lems of textual criticism occurs
in verse 15. The words ten agapen
(“love™) are omitted in the earliest
Greek manuscripts we have. They
are missing not only in the two great
fourth-century manuscripts, Vatican-
us and Sinaiticus, but also in the third-
century Papyrus 46. These are the
three oldest manuscripts of Ephesians
extant. Add to this Alexandrinus of
the fifth century and it makes a formi-
dable array of evidence against the
genuineness of the words.

But without “love” the passage
reads awkwardly. What is meant by
faith toward the saints? Salmond
rightly observes: “The documentary
evidence is on the side of the omis-
sion. But the difficulty is to find in
that case a suitable sense.”1 He goes
on to say: “The pistis, in short, if it
belong to both clauses, must be intro-
duced in two different aspects, as be-
lief in the first clause and as faith-
fulness in the second.”2 He doubts
the reasonableness of doing this.

Westcott and Hort considered the
words to be an interpolation from

the more

'EGT, I, 271
-lbid.

* Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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Col. 1:4 and omitted them from their
famous Greek Testament. For that
reason, apparently, they were omitted
in the English Revised Version of
1881, which Westcott and Hort helped
to produce. Though their Greek text
was published that same year, ad-
vance copies of it were made avail-
able to the translation committee.

On the other hand, “love” is in-
cluded in the American Standard
Version (1901), the Revised Standard
Version (1946), and The New Eng-
lish Bible (1961). It appears in the
Nestle text, which is the most widely
used Greek New Testament in Ger-
many and the United States. The
most recent translators (of R.S.V. and
N.E.B.) were instructed to make
their own decisions about variant
readings as they went along, rather
than following any printed text.

It is impossible to solve the prob-
lem with the data now at hand. Prob-
ably the best course is to leave “love”
in the passage, without placing undue
weight on it.

spirit
Verse 17 is one of many passages

in the New Testament where it is
difficult to decide whether the refer-

or Spirit?

ence is to the human spirit or the
Holy Spirit. The standard English
versions have the former. But Sal-

1393) 9



mond argues for the latter. He writes:
“It is necessary, therefore, to take
pneuma as ~ the Hoiy Spirif.”;
Ellieott follows this interpretation,’ as
do Eadier and Meyer.This seems to
be far preferable.

Revelation

One of the strong reasons for inter-
preting pneuma in this passage as
Spirit rather than “spirit” is this
word. The human spirit may possess
“wisdom,” but not “revelation.” As
Salmond rightly points out, apoca-
lypsis (literally, “an uncovering”)
“has the stated meaning not of un-
derstanding mysteries but of disclos-
ing them . not a susceptibility for
knowledge, nor a mind open to reve-
lation.”7 Rather, apocalypsis is al-
ways used in the New Testament
(eighteen times) for a divine disclos-
ure. The verb apokalypto is trans-
lated “reveal” in every one of its
twenty-six occurrences. “Wisdom”
may in a limited way be postulated
of the human, but never “revelation.”
And the most important revelation is
“the knowledge of him,” which is be-
yond all merely human understand-
ing.

Full Knowledge?

The Greek word for “knowledge”
is gnosis. Paul uses it twenty-three
times (out of twenty-nine in N.T.).
But the word here is epignosis, which
the apostle employs fifteen out of the
twenty times it occurs in the New
Testament. Is there any difference?

Trench writes: “Of epignosis, as
compared with gnosis, it will be suf-
ficient to say that epi must be re-
garded as intensive, giving to the
compound word a greater strength
than the simple word possessed.”s

:1bid., p. 274.
AEphesians, p. 34.
rEphesians, p. 82.
“"Ephesians, p. 337.
Mp. cit., p. 274.
sSynonyms, p. 285.
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Lightfoot says: “The compound epig-
nosis is an advance upon gnosis, de-
noting a larger and more thorough
knowledge.”* And Salmond agrees:
“It means a knowledge that is true,
accurate, thorough, and so might be
rendered ‘full knowledge.’

Paul is fond of compound words.
This fact seems to be a reflection of
his powerful personality. He felt
deeply and expressed himself strong-
ly. His use of compounds with the
intensive epi was but a projection of
his very intense nature, which mani-
fested itself also in a life of unsur-
passed devotion to his Lord.

Understanding or Heart?

For “eyes of your understanding”
(v. 18) the Greek has “eyes of your
heart” (kardia). The Revised Stand-
ard Version is to be complimented
for bringing this out in English. It is
true that the Greek kardia (cf. car-
diac), like the Hebrew leb, has a
broader connection than is usually in-
cluded in the English “heart.” It is
related to the intellect and will, as
well as to the emotions. In the Old
Testament it is used for the physical
organ, but never in the New. Once
occurs the expression “the heart of
the earth” (Matt. 12:40). But the
regular use of the term in the New
Testament is thus defined by Abbott-
Smith: “In a psychological sense, the
seat of man’s collective energies, the
focus of personal life, the seat of
the rational as well as the emotional
and volitional elements in human life,
hence that wherein lies the moral
and religious condition of the man.”1l

This spread of meaning is empha-
sized by Thayer. He gives these
definitions: “the soul or mind, as H

0Colossians, p. 138.
"'Op. cit., p. 274.
1l exicon, p. 230.
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is the fountain and seat of the
thoughts, passions, desires, appetites,
affections, purposes, endeavors.”12
Arndt and Gingrich make the main
definition, “the seat of physical, spirit-
ual, and mental life” and especially
emphasize it “as center and source
of the whole inner life, with its think-
ing, feeling, and volition.” 1L

Salmond points out the reason for
the phrase here, as follows: “The
knowledge is a spiritual knowledge;
hence ‘the eyes of the heart,” kardia
being the ‘inner man, the seat and
centre of the mental and spiritual
life.”"

Inheritance

The word kleronomia (already in
v. 14) is related to the verb kleroo
(v. 11). As noted there, the root
kleros means “lot.” But all the cog-
nate terms gradually lost sight of the
method of casting lots and came to

‘-Lexicon, p. 325.
' Lexicon, p. 404.
"Op. cit., p. 275.

Are You "Soft-soaping” God?

be related only to the idea of an in-
heritance or an inheritor (“heir”).

What is meant by “his inheritance?”
Salmond sounds a word of caution:
“The kleronomia is not the inheri-
tance which God has in us (a sense
which the word seems never to have
in the NT), but the inheritance which
God gives to us and which is the
object of our hope.” 11 The inheritance
is “his” in that it comes from Him
as its source or origin. Of the nature
of this heritage Meyer comments:
“Doxa, glory, is the essential charac-
ter of the Messianic salvation to be
received from God as an inheritance
at the Parousia.”1'

It should be noted that some very
good exegetes explain “his inheritance
in the saints” as meaning “the inheri-
tance which God has in His people,”
as well as “that which they have in
Him.”I7 Perhaps this combination is
best.

wlbid.
"'Op. cit., p. 340.
I7Alford, Greek Testament, Ill, 84.

DUZ you DREFT along with the TIDE? VEL, now is the time to
CHEER up if you will just BREEZE to Sunday school and church

every Sunday.

But some WOODBURY their heads in the pillow,

or a funny paper, or work to make their car SPARKLE, forgetting the

Lord’s day.
IVORY palaces.

Maybe we ought to DIAL you and remind you of the
This is not just silly BAB-O:
at church and Sunday school is good for your LIFE BUOY.

regular attendance
So, why

not WHISK yourself out of bed next Sunday, dress up SPIC-N-SPAN

and DASH like a COMET to Sunday school?
God, you'll find it brings real JOY to your heart.

As you sing PRAISE to
As you study God’'s

Word, you’'ll find a wonderful CLEANSER for your soul, and you'll
feel like MR. CLEAN, ALL week long.

September, 1962

—From the Prairie Visitor
Westgate Church, Columbus
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The rich man in hell prayed for

NMONTH

A Family Revival

By W. M. Lynchi

ut of the regions 0f the doomed
O and the realm of the damned
comes the pleading prayer for a re-
vivall A rich man in hell is praying
for the conversion, transformation, re-
formation of his five brothers. Echo-
ing from the past can be heard his
words today: . | pray for thee
therefore, father, that thou wouldest
send him to my father’s house: for
I have five brethren; that he may
testify unto them, lest they also come
into this place of torment” (Luke 16:
27-28).

What power provoked him to plead-
ing prayer?

What element endeared his kin to
him again?

What force filled his frame with
family feeling?

Three conditions seem paramount
in inducing him to prayer: inescap-
able confinement, inexplainable tor-
ment, and inexcusable loss.

He was subject to inescapable con-

finement. “And beside all this, be-
tween us and you there is a great
gulf fixed: (v. 26). No walls

were ever so high, no gates so secure,
no sentence so long—the rich man

¢Duncan, Oklahoma.
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was in helll No ransom would ever
be paid to revoke the sentence of
doom. No emancipation proclamation
would ever rise to rout despair. No
pardon would ever come. From Holy
Writ rises the clinching, climaxing
proof of all—“How shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation?” (Heb.
2:3) Because of this eternal confine-
ment and irrevocable enslavement
his heart rose up in a prayer of inter-
cession for his five brothers.

A. First, he prayed for priest
prophet, or preacher, “. .. that he may
testify unto them 7 (v. 28). His
prayer was punctuated with urgency
and impregnated with desperation.
Such impassioned prayer before
would have melted human resistence
and moved the heart of God. It is
this same passion, burden, concern,
and love that move God and save men
today. When we feel the lostness and
sense the sins of loved ones, when our
hearts cry out for the prophets’ mes-
sage, then a family revival can come
to our homes. Motivated by such
prayer the pastor “. . cannot but
speak the things which we have seen
and heard” (Acts 4:20).

B. Second, he had hopes that his
brothers would escape the punish-
ment he endured, for he cried,
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lest they also come into this place.”
Now his prayer shifts from the
preacher to the people back home,
particularly to his five brothers. He
had a vision of their going to hell.
Unless the Church tarries in prayer
until there is the vision of loved ones
in hell, there will be no awakening.
For the scripture states: “Where
there is no vision, the people perish”
(Prov. 29:18). When prayer cells
form, when nights are spent in
agonizing petitions, and our eyes be-
hold the yawning abyss of hell open-
ing for our Kkin, then we begin to
move toward family revivals. The
church, motivated by love, stimulated
by prayer, agitated by vision, and
propelled by the Holy Spirit, shall
bring “. . . forth fruit, some an hun-
dredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirty-
fold” (Matt. 13:8).

Then, he was exposed to inexplain-
able torment: “. .. for | am tormented
in this flame” (v. 24). The incessant
thirst, the inextinguishable flame, the
incomparable agony seemed more
than he could bear. He had never
before witnessed such deep physical
agony or mental anguish shrouded
with spiritual darkness. No pain was
ever so excruciating, no punishment
so0 exacting, no justice so inexorable
—the rich man was in torment! No
voice would ever come to comfort
him in sore distress. No healing po-
tion would ever be administered to
ease him. No peace would ever come.
Haunting him in hell are the mocking
words: “For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36)
It was this unyielding torture and un-
relenting torment that moved him to
mounting prayer.

A. First, he prayed with weeping:
“And he cried . ..” (v. 24). Passion
prevailed above personal pardon, bur-
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den above self-benefit, concern above
care. Tears were shed from soul tra-
vail and spiritual anguish! He wept
over a wasted past, a futile future,
but even more so over a fallen family.
When he thought on their doom, he
must have wept. David wept over his
son Absalom, Jeremiah over his peo-
ple, Jesus over Jerusalem! Joel de-
creed: “Let the priests, the ministers
of the Lord, weep between the porch
and the altar . .. Then will the Lord
be jealous for his land, and pity his
people” (Joel 2:17-18). If we weep
over their sins today, we can rejoice
with them in salvation tomorrow, for
the pi'omise is: “He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with re-
joicing, bringing his sheaves with
him” (Ps. 126:6).

B. Second, he prayed with impor-
tunity when he said: “Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them
from the dead, they will repent”
(v. 30). No was not the answer he
wanted to hear! There had to be a
positive, affirmative answer to his
petition. A negative answer only pro-
voked him to greater importunity and
stronger determination.

11

Last, he was encumbered with in-
excusable loss. “They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them”
(v. 29). His loss was not his riches,
though they were taken from him;
nor his home, though it too was for-
feited; nor his fine raiment, though
it was unretained; nor even his food.
He had lost his soul, the most valu-
able, durable, and cherished posses-
sion of all. And why the tragic loss?
Why the heartbreaking waste? Why
the eternal deprivation? He had
failed to hear the proclamation of the
preacher! Now those testimonies
taunt him and each message mocks
him as they parade before him in
endless memory. Consumed with the

(397) 13



hopelessness of his case and faced
with the inexcusableness of his loss,
he is urged to continued prayer.

A. First, he prayed with self-
resignation: “Then he said . . (v.
27). There was now no hope of per-

sonal pardon. He had resigned all to
the fate that had befallen him. Should
this prayer have had an earthly set-
ting, a mortal background, he him-
self might have been saved. There
was virtue in his declaration, reason

in his resignation, purpose in his
proposal. Resignation rises above re-
covery, acceptance above rescue,

abandonment over ransom. Until love
for our families and those of our
parish overshadows our material de-
sires and supersedes our quest for
ease, we shall not see them saved.
Somehow all things sink into obscuri-
ty when as Christ, we learn to pray:
“. .. nevertheless not as | will, but as
thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39).

B. Then,
mination when he cried to Abraham:

. . they will repent .. (v 30). It
seems paradoxical to say he prayed
with resignation, then follows with
the statement that he prayed with
determination. Yet that is what tran-
spired. The former related to self,
the latter to his brothers. He was de-
termined that his brothers would not
be confined to the endless torment
and torture of hell.

Were these five brothers ever
saved? Did they escape the punish-
ment of hell? We have not a final
answer; but if they were saved:

1. The preacher proclaimed with
renewed passion the message of God.

2. The Church moved among them
with a clear testimony.

3. The Christians prayed with
weeping and importunity, while—-

4. Faith for the five brothers over-
shadowed self-will and self-way!

Let us pray for a revival, lest we
also “come into this place of torment.”

A plea that we may be evangelical in doctrine and evangelistic in

practice

Evangelism and the Great Commission

By L. A.

Y Pleary and burdened hearts have

an uncanny way of slowing
down the treading of the feet and the
toiling of the hands. This the dis-
ciples of our Lord had permitted the
events of our Saviour's passion to
dishearten them so that their faith

*Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Ogden*

faltered, their hopes died, and theii
activity came to an abrupt halt.

The rosy dawn of an ordinary day
a delectable meal by a seaside, and
the resonant phrases of a voice they
knew so well revived the dying em-
bers of ambition and courage. Surelj
now this One whom they believed tc
be the Son of God would bring in the
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awaited Kingdom. But scarcely had
the palpitation of their hearts struck
a melody of praise when the Redeem-
er shocked them by a great sweep of
knowledge—the knowledge embrac-
ing a task for them. This indicated
that the disciple is not only a learner;
he must also become a teacher of men.
He must not content himself with just
being saved; he must also be a chan-
nel through which salvation may pass
to those who are not saved. Here are
the words they heard, “Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you:
and lo, I am with you alway, even un-
to the end of the world.”

The Heart of Evangelism

This shocking and staggering state-
ment is what we call the Great
Commission. Given to the disciples
of another day, but for all disciples of
all time, this gives us the heart of
evangelism. The Great Commission
is evangelism in action. It calls for
obedience and demands an immediate
response.

Men of our day are bewildered and
often frustrated. Many bubbles of
ambition and hope have burst after
only a brief beginning. Fads and fol-
lies, ideas and idealogies, vain and
perfunctory religious rites, all create
afeeling of despair and often leave an
attitude of cynicism. People thus af-
fected are not always from the “other
side of the tracks” or just from one
segment of society. All of them, from
whatever strata of society they be,
call for the light of God; they beg for
a ray of hope which will lead them to
i satisfying spiritual relationship.
This is our challenge, the accomplish-
ment of our participation in the Great
Commission. The performance is
evangelism. Performance, then, is
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highlighted by the two-lettered word,
“Go."
The Spirit of the Crusader

Go—go—go! This is the spirit of
the crusader who believes that the
time is short and the hour is late.
“Go—go” to all nations. No termina-
tion is suggested and the extent of
time is “until the end of the age.” In
this spirit we need to hear again the
words of God given to the ancient
prophet, lIsaiah, as he asked, “Lord,
how long?” and in response the reply
of God was (is), “Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land be
utterly desolate” (Isa. 6:11). Our
slogan of “Evangelize Now” must be
more than a slogan; it must be the in-
ward compulsion of a concerned
heart.

We are to go and make disciples.
This indicates that it is not enough to
proclaim the Word of saving grace,
but those who hear this Word must
be persuaded to accept that Word,
believe on it to the salvation of their
souls. It also is implied that these
must be nurtured in this grace, lest
the efforts of evangelism become
abortive. Those of “all nations” must
be taught all things which our Lord
taught.

Discipleship must also be acknowl-
edged. Decision must be followed by
a life lived out of an overflow of love
and devotion. This decision is fol-
lowed by the rite of baptism adminis-
tered as a sign of the inner work of
God’s grace. The dynamic of changed
lives is the thrust of the Spirit needed
so much everywhere.

Then go with the same spirit which
prompted the giving of the Son of
God; go with the same disposition
which characterized the life and death
of our Lord.

Hazards of the Commission
The drive of this Great Commis-
sion brings at least two dangers, one
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of which is the question relating to
the coming Kingdom. There are many
who major on prophecy to the exclu-
sion of vital salvation truths. Others
avoid essential emphasis relating to
the Second Coming. Often it is that
the “blind lead the blind.” It is true
that we are to proclaim all the truth;
yet our major emphasis is to preach

the “acceptable year of the Lord.”
There can be no room for any
watered-down emphasis; we must

bring men face to face with the need
of Christ in their lives. We are to
pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
But we also must remember that a
man’s fitness for the kingdom of God
is contingent upon his personal right-
ness with God.

A second danger is that we shall
stand “gazing” as did the early dis-
ciples rather than hasten to obey the
divine command. Many long for the
good old days of another period, but
are not willing to pay the full price
which brings the glories of those days.
It appears that they are in a daze,
half asleep, willing that someone else
carry the load of prayer, visitation,
concern, and faith, but not willing
themselves to put feet to their pray-
ers, or to appreciate the emphasis of
the go of our Lord. Possibly those
first followers of Christ would not
have gone to the Upper Room had not
the angels reminded them of the
Lord’s challenge. Instead of gazing
into the heavens, let us hear the Mas-
ter as He says, “Lift up your eyes,
and look on the fields; for they are

white already to harvest.” He calls
for volunteers; we must respond,
“Here am I; send me.”

Evangelism in Action

This attitude of willingness to “go”
is basic. It is missionary evangelism
in action. It is the true reason for
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“Shining Lights on Sunday Nights,”
for budget assessments; the why of
home missions. Evidence is revealed
in the construction of new church
buildings, education units, the pur-
chase of new equipment for our exist-
ing buildings. AIll our promotion is
tied into this Great Commission,
whether it is Oklahoma or Okinawa,
Asia or Africa. To make disciples.
What a thrill as we become workers
together with Him!

Our day is soon coming to a close
and we need to again be reminded
that the time is now and the harvest
is ripe. We also need to face up to
the truth that our going in obedience
to the command of our Lord is in
proportion to our being filled with
the Spirit. For hardly had the words
of the Great Commission reached the
ears of the hearers until our Lord
said, “But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth.” The
Holy Spirit is the thrusting Power
of the action-packed go through every
life in whom He dwells. What is the
ratio of thrust as it relates to your
life and mine? To the churches where
we serve? And in what measure is
the community where we labor awak-
ened to a supernatural working?

It is that drive of the heart pulsat-
ing with compassion which adds the
click of the heels as we become the
ambassadors of God hunting new
recruits in the next block, the next
town and on the next continent. This
spirit determines how sincerely we
accept the challenge of these words
of command. When these are ac-
cepted and fulfilled, then it is evange-
lism. May we not only be evangelical
in doctrine, but God grant that we
may be evangelistic in practice.
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Our Church and Mental Health

By Claude A. Steele*

100 million Americans

are members of various churches.
About 170 million people or about
95 per cent of the population say that
they believe in God. This bit of in-
formation is an infinitesmal part of
the 100,000-word report that has been
compiled by the Joint Commission on
Mental Illness and Health to analyze
and evaluate the needs and resources
of the mentally ill people of America
and make recommendations for the
national mental health program. We
have no way of knowing how many
of these 100 million people are genuine
Christians. The other Protestant
chaplain and | attempt to see and talk
with each new Protestant patient as
soon as possible after admission to
the hospital. We seldom have a new
arrival who professes salvation. Most
of the patients are Protestant simply
because they have been attending, or
at one time did attend, a Protestant
church.

a\"fORE than

It is commonly stated, on the basis
of certain surveys, that a ratio of one
in ten people is mentally ill. We must
realize, however, that this refers to
mental illness in all of its many forms
and in all degrees of illness. Much of
this mental illness is of such a nature
that is not recognized and treated as
such. A ratio of perhaps one in one
hundred people, with symptoms that

* Chaplain, Neuropsychiatric
ans’ Administration, Van Nuys,

Hospital,
California.

Veter-
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are pronounced enough to disrupt the
pattern of their lives, seek profes-
sional help. The information that
should be of particular interest to the
ministers of our church is that 42 per
cent of those who seek help turn to
a clergyman first. This clergyman is
not necessarily one that they know.
Unfortunately, large numbers of
clergymen of all denominations are
not equipped by either specialized
training or experience to give the dis-
turbed person the help that he so
vitally needs. This becomes a serious
situation that should offer a tremen-
dous challenge to all of our ministers
when we realize that, according to
the Joint Commission report, an aver-
age of one out of three of all counsel-
ing problems is estimated to be of
serious psychiatric dimensions. | must
emphasize again that this ratio refers
to mental illness in all of its many
forms and in all degrees of illness.
Mental illness has for years been
regarded as America’'s number one
health problem. Medical science still
does not know the cause of mental
illness. It has been able to isolate and
study factors that contribute to it.
One factor that has largely been ig-
nored by medical science is, in the
eyes of our church, the largest single
cause for mental illness. The mind of
man is a very finely balanced thing.
It is kept in balance and man is able
to live a normal life as long as he
obeys the laws of God that have been

(401) 17



set up for his guidance. When this
balance is disturbed by sin, things
begin to happen. Man’'s thoughts de-
termine the attitude he takes in at-
tempting to solve the problems of
daily living. When these thoughts
are discolored by sin, he is out of
place with God, and his perspective
of the situations that confront him is
warped. Man is no longer able to live
a normal life until he gets rid of sin
and his proper balance and perspec-
tive are restored.

Only about one-tenth of the prob-
lems that have serious psychiatric
dimensions are ever referred by the
clergymen to psychiatric sources. In
our own church 1 think there is pos-
sibly a twofold reason for this non-
referral. | think the first reason is
that many ministers do not at first
recognize the onset of many forms of
mental illnesses. Secondly, | think
the average minister is understand-
ably reluctant to refer a parishoner
to a non-Christian psychiatrist. He
knows that the majority of non-
Christian psychiatrists and psycholo-
gists do not understand the nature of
sin, salvation, and Christianity as we
view it. | believe that both non-
Christian psychiatry and psychology
have developed a faulty and shallow
notion of the nature of man. From
this it is but a simple step leading to

Implicity

a misunderstanding of Christianity
itself. If a mutual understanding can
be brought about between psychiatry,
psychology, and Christianity, a more
concerted treatment effort will be
possible and a long step will have been
taken in the treatment of mental ill-
ness. In the modern treatment process
the total man must be dealt with.
This includes the spiritual as well as
the physical. Because of the great
percentage that go to the clergyman
first, a good share of the mantle of
responsibility is being fitted to the
shoulders of the Church, and the
Church is gradually being forced,
either willingly or unwillingly, to in-
volve itself.

We can no longer stand objectively
aside and criticize psychiatry and psy-
chology while we do nothing of a
constructive nature to aid them. A
substantial number of psychiatrists
favor the use of the clergy in connec-
tion with the treatment process and
believe the minister can be a very
useful resource if given proper train-
ing and experience. Another door
has been opened wide for service,
Unless we accept the challenge and
prepare ourselves, we are missing one
of God’s great blessings on our minis-
try. With His help we can do it. All
of us need to thank God for this won-
derful added opportunity for service.

Joseph Parker quoted Lord Jeffries as saying, “Simplicity is the last
attainment of progressive literature and men are very long afraid of being

natural from the dread of being taken for ordinary.”

He quoted Martin

Luther as saying, “As a preacher he took no notice of the doctors who heard
him, of whom there were about forty, but he preached to the young men and
servants, of whom there were about 2,000.” You will not hesitate to say that
Luther was right. He was right, too, even so far as the doctors were con-
cerned, because as learned men they did not need mere criticism or brilliance
of expression. While they were sinners before God, they did continue to re-
qguire to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.—Contributed by B. V. Seals.
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Here is a fresh and effective plan for—

Pre-Revival Prayer

By Everett Robertson*

HPhe prayer program used

by the Donelson Church of the
Nazarene at Nashville, Tennessee,
and described in this article, was pre-
sented in a class of pastoral theology
at Trevecca Nazarene College by pro-
fessor Leon Chambers. It may have
been used by others in various ways,
but the plan as here given seems to
fit the needs of an average-sized
church and will bring a response from
the laity if properly presented.

recent

The Need

The very emphasis of our present
program on evangelism speaks of a
need. This need is to solicit the co-
operation of all persons possible to
win other persons to Christ. This
co-operation may be toward a cam-
paign of mass evangelism or an ap-
proach of personal evangelism or
both. In reality, the feeling of those
presently concerned is that the two
methods are inseparable and work
best when used together as a part of
a total evangelistic program.

Basically, there are three things
needed for effective revivalism: first
the co-operation and faithful attend-
ance of the Christian layman; second,
the presence of the unsaved who are
potential Christians; and third, the
presence of God the Holy Spirit to
awaken, convict, and lead men to
Christ. This need is evident whether
it be inside the sanctuary during a

*Nashville, Tennessee.
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revival or dealing with an individual.
It should be emphasized that the last
of these three needs is usually our
greatest one, and when it is filled,
usually the other needs will be met.
With this idea in mind we stress the
use of the prayer program.

The Program

The prayer program is one which
works with best results on a monthly
basis just preceding a revival empha-
sis.

After a regular service, preferably
the morning worship service, all who
will join in this month of prayer are
asked to meet for a few moments of
organization. This should be done
five Sundays prior to the beginning of
the revival to insure four full weeks
of praying.

At this meeting Matt. 18:19 is pre-
sented as a promise and purpose for
praying: “Again | say unto you, That
if two of you shall agree on earth
as touching any thing that they shall
ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven.” After
reading the promise the people are
divided into groups of two as Christ
sent His workers out. It is best if
women pray with other women, men
with other men, and young people
with other young people. The chil-
dren may even want to join in the
program. These “praying partners”
are given opportunity to choose two
prospects for which to pray, or they
may want to take two complete fami-
lies. These names can either be taken
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from the pastor’s prayer list or sup-
plied from their personal lists.

The responsibility to be presented
to the group is as follows:

A. Each pair shall keep in close
contact by phone and pray for their
prospects at least a half-hour per
day.

B. They shall read the Bible daily
and stand on the promise of Matt.
18:19.

C. They shall call on their pros-
pects and feel a responsibility to
get them into the Sunday night
services and revival services. A
special night for visitation may be
planned.

To keep the program from bogging
down into unconcern and boredom, a
group prayer service should be
planned for each Saturday night. It
need not be lengthy or detailed.
About half an hour is long enough.
After a few minutes of preliminary
discussion dealing with problems and
needs, the people are divided into
three groups—ladies, men, and youth
—and a leader is appointed for each
group. The leaders should be in-
structed ahead of time to have a short
devotion and spend fifteen to twenty
minutes in prayer. The method of
praying which they use can be varied
to suit each situation, and the whole
prayer meeting need not last over
thirty minutes.

If such a program is carried on for
a space of four weeks, it certainly will
bring desired results both for individ-
uals and to the church.

The Results

The results of such a prayer pro-
gram are twofold. First, the lives of
the Christian people are enriched, and
they are brought into a closer rela-
tionship with God. Second, God will
begin to convict the sinners, and they
will be led to Christ. Prayer is the
authority of the Holy Spirit to work.

20 (404)

In the Donelson church, the effects
were felt at the very first midweek
prayer service. Christians told in their
testimonies of searching their hearts
and “praying through” to a personal
plane of victory. The Saturday night
prayer services were times of tears,
testimony, and agonizing.

This program was carried on simul-
taneously with a six weeks' Sunday
school drive, climaxing with a revival
emphasis. On the third Sunday morn-
ing the Holy Spirit seemed to hover
near. At the close of the message
ten persons knelt to seek God. Five
of them were adults who had not
been saved before.

The revival was a time of glory
with 23 seekers. On the last Sunday
of the revival all Sunday school rec-
ords were broken with an attendance
of 176, and the contest was tied. Two
weeks later the contest tie was broken
with a great rally and an attendance
of 211.

The latest seeker was an alcoholic
who had tried one of the nonalcoholic
clubs but had failed to break the
habit. On a Monday morning follow-
ing a drunken week end, he decided
to kill himself but called one of the
men of the church firstt The man
went to his house and prayed with
him. He found Christ as his personal
Saviour. On the following Tuesday
night he and his wife went with the
church member to a nearby revival
and the wife was converted.

This is a positive proof that if a
spirit of fervent prayer can be main-

tained the church can be revived,
souls will be saved, and members
added to the church. “If my people,

which are called by my name, shall

humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land” (Il Chron.
7:14).
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Yes—

Don't Throw Away Old Outlines

By Wallace A. Ely*

PVURING the days of my early min-

istry | drew upon my old sermon
outlines for about my first six months’
work in a pastorate. After this time
| found it increasing hard to preach
sermons that would hold the atten-
tion of my audiences, stir church
members to action, and lead the lost
to redemption from their sins. At last
a fellow pastor who had been in the
same pastorate for fifteen years, and
who stood with a greater victory in
his hands than he had enjoyed before,
told me his secret to success.

I asked Brother Pat to conduct a
revival meeting for me, first, because
he had an outstanding record in his
ability to reach the lost, and also be-
cause he always did much to strength-
en the church in which he held a
revival meeting.

“How have you been able to preach

fresh, strong sermons in the same
church for fifteen years?” | asked
him early in the revival.

“l never gave that which is holy

unto the dogs,” he said with a twinkle
of determination in his eyes.

“What do you mean?” |
asked.

“When | use my old sermon out-
lines, | restudy them exhaustively
and | major upon making them more
scriptural. 1 make my best efforts
to give them compelling human ap-

quickly

*Bluffton, Arkansas.
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peal. Every time | study the old out-
lines, many new thoughts come to
me. | record them every one in full.
In this way my sermons grow and
multiply,” he assured me.

“1t looks like to me you would get
too much material for one sermon,”
I told him.

“That is exactly why | have stayed
in my pastorates until I have chosen
to move to some other field. That is
what | meant when | said my sermons
multiply. My first sermons have
grown into many sermons on one sub-
ject. New sermons on other subjects
often come to me in my exhaustive
study of old outlines. The trick is to
immediately record in full thoughts
upon the same subject or upon other
subjects. | have fifty-four sermons
upon the second coming of our Lord,”
he explained.

When | was alone, | pondered the
secret of success of this great preach-
er. Then | thought of the fact that
my father maintained the best fruit
orchard in all of our vicinity. He
did it by his never failing to plant a
few new trees each year. Too, he
always planted an improved variety
if such could be had.

In my sermon planning | pattern
after Pat and my father’'s orchard
planting. All of the time | am on the
alert for sermon starters. When |
find a sermon starter, I immediately
make a written notation of what |
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can expand into a full-length sermon.
This notation is more than a single
sentence. | write down all that the
Holy Spirit gives me as of that time.
It is a serious mistake to record a
single sentence and depend upon your
remembering effective ways to de-
velop the first single sentence as they
occur to you while writing the single
sentence.

Sermon starters should be ex-
panded into full sermon outlines soon
after the notations are made on the
sermon starter. When the Holy Spirit
gives you a sermon starter, consider
it the most holy of all your posses-
sions. Treat it in this manner by de-
veloping it into a sermon, or at least
a sermon outline, as soon as prac-
ticable.

Doubtless you have heard or read
of poets, story writers, writers of
articles, and other authors of litera-
ture who got up from their beds at
different hours of the night to write
down thoughts that came to them
after they had retired. Preachers of
the everlasting gospel of salvation
from sin should be no less diligent.
It is wise to keep a notebook and
pencil convenient at all times. Godly
conversations with other children of
God will prove rich in sermon start-
ers. The fields, the meadows, people
at work, people in their social con-
tacts, and everything else he saw and
heard gave our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, ways to teach men about
God. These will do the same thing
for preachers today. Preachers must
give the more earnest heed lest they
let them slip, however.

Preachers should learn a lesson
from professional inventors. An in-
ventor whose cranium bubbles and
boils with ideas to invent something
does not receive inspiration accident-
ally. He continually ponders the
needs of the human race or a segment
of it. Then he thinks of ways and
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means of his supplying these needs
in the best possible way. What de-
vice would increase production most?
What would be a labor saver or a
time saver? These and every other
question concerning what people will
buy flow through the inventor’'s mind
like the waters of an ever-living
spring flow from the hillside. Just
so should preachers search continual-
ly for sermon starters. The value of
all inspirations will likely be reduced
in direct proportion to the time that
elapses between the inspiration and
when it is recorded and expanded.

Sermons should be used as soon as
possible. When the Holy Spirit gives
a preacher an inspiration for a ser-
mon starter, he should record it im-
mediately. Soon he should make a
full-length sermon outline of it and
not lay it away for a long period of
time. The preacher will tend to lose
much of the urge to preach the ser-
mon if he fails to preach it soon after
he has made the full outline. When
he uses it at an early date he will
most likely be flooded with inspira-
tion and zeal. This early use of the
outline will fix the rich inspirations
in his mind and soul so he can preach
it with more liberty when he uses it
again and again.

Scavenger dogs of procrastination
will grow bold and invade the very
sanctum sanctorum of God and de-
vour God’s richest gifts to the preach-
er if the preacher is not diligent to
record and utilize the sermon starters
given to him by the Holy Spirit.
Preachers should make a rule and
allow no exception to it. This rule
should be like this: | will quickly
and fully record every rich inspira-
tion that comes to me as a sermon
starter. | will not give to the dogs
of procrastination these most holy in-
spirations that could lead to the
preaching of the everlasting gospel of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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Pulpit and Parish Tips

The Welcoming Committee

By E. E. Wordsworth*

‘T he conducted

by our fine editor of the Herald
of Holiness, Dr. W. T. Purkiser, re-
cently told of an unsaved young man
in the air force attending services in
a Nazarene church and no one spoke
to him as he entered nor left—not a
single soul. This is shocking and al-
most unpardonable. Therefore we of-
fer some suggestions for pastors and
people.

A nswer Corner,”

It was the usual practice of our
founder, Dr. Bresee, as a pastor to
be the first to the church and to meet
and greet everyone at the door for
fifteen minutes before the opening of
the service. | also have known a very
successful pastor who followed this
same procedure, and once to my
knowledge when he had put on a
Sunday school rally he reached over
fourteen hundred in attendance.

But some pastors think it is better
to be at the door, or foyer, as people
are leaving the sanctuary. This is
quite a general practice, | believe.
However, altar services often prevent
carrying out this procedure, at least
on the part of the pastor.

One pastor | know has the congre-
gation to remain seated after the
benediction while the organist plays
softly and he is allowed to walk the
aisle to the exit door. Then the or-
ganist swells the music and the
congregation arises to leave. | think
this is a general custom in Canada,

*Redmond, Washington.

September, 1962

where | have labored as an evange-
list. This avoids congestion in the
aisles for the pastor.

Another suggestion we offer is that
of having suitable persons, or a com-
mittee, to assist the pastor in this im-
portant matter. The pastor or church
board may appoint a welcoming com-
mittee, one or more as seems best
necessary. Perhaps the extrovert
type is best suited for this service.
A happy smile, a hearty handshake,
a glad welcome, and a “God bless
you,” do much to build the kingdom
of God.

Frequently the pastor's wife can
serve very acceptably on the welcom-
ing committee, but not all ladies of
the parsonage can do the best job,
and they have other duties to look
after. If suitable persons from the
church membership can be found
(and they can), press them into serv-
ice.

No uniform plan can be followed
(and this is not the most important),
but in every church, every service
should find someone at the door to
greet the people. All ages may serve
and | think it is wise and best to fol-
low this plan.

Give special attention to strangers
and new people. Greet them cordial-
ly, supply them with our literature
and bulletin, etc.,, and request them
to come again. Remember the words
of David, “l had rather be a door-
keeper in the house of my God, than
to dwell in the tents of wickedness”
(Ps. 84:10).

(407) 23



1962

Releases
from your
Publishing

House

It's SHOCKING but TRUE—
less than 10 per cent of all Naza-
renes will be reading these
books.

Why not devote a little time—
say at prayer meeting—for a few
weeks to stressing the Chris-
tian’s responsibility of improving
himself through good reading?

It will make each a deeper
Christian, a better Nazarene, a
more effective worker, a better
informed individual. It will
strengthen the program of the
church and fortify your personal
ministry.

For MISSIONARY TITLES
not included—see April
issue of the Other Sheep

Order-Read
Recommend
RIGHT AWAY
Clip and Mail NOW!

SAVE $1.00

Called unto Holiness $4.95
WITH THIS $1.00 COUPON
ONLY $3.95
Offer good only until December 31, 1962
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ALL OUT
FOR SOULS

By J. B. CHAPMAN. De-
livered over fifteen years
ago but so timely for to-
day. A plea from an im-
passioned heart to keep
this soul concern first
and foremost always. 23
pages, paper. 25¢

THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND THE CHURCH

By DANIEL STEELE.
Four urgent  messages
from an old-time holiness
preacher  stressing  the
importance  of  Spirit-
directed leadership in the
total operation of the

Church. 63 pages, paper.
$1.00
Now >
THAT i
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mmm ]
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All OUT

lit sows

THE BOY WHO
MOVED WEST

By GRACE
Adventurous

RAMQUIST.
reading for
juniors on the life of
C. B. lJernigan, a de-
voted leader in the early
days of the Church of
the Nazarene. lllustrated.
37 pages, paper. 50c

NOW THAT
YOU'RE PLANNING
MARFIAGE

By MILO L. ARNOLD.
For giving to teen-agers.
Discusses the engagement
period— its beautiful as-
pects, its danger points.
Suggestions given  for
planning a wedding and
honeymoon. 32 pages,
paper. 25¢; 12 for $1.50

APPLES Ol

By ROBERT PI
hundred nine
a variety of
themes. Each
in a telegra
providing thre
minutes of i
reading. 79 pc

INSIGHTS
HOLINESS

Compiled by
GEIGER. Care
mented  disci
various phases
thinking pre;
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ars in  the
field. 294 pe

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUS

In Canada add 10 per

The Preacher's Magazine



BETTER BETTER JUNIOR
ADULT TEACHING HIGH TEACHING
By EARL C. WOLF. Bas- By EDITH N. LANTZ.
ic principles for leading Specialized material on

adults. Points out many
proven methods and help-

a vital age-group— their
physical growth, social de-

fui aids that may be ef- velopment, emotional re-
fectively adapted to any action, intellectual alert-
size Sunday school. 120 ness, spiritual awakening,
pages, paper. A C.S.T. 95 pages, paper. A C.S.T.
text. $1.25 text. $1.25
.LED UNTO THE DISCIPLINED
JINESS LIFE
IMOTHY L. SMITH. By RICHARD SHELLEY
official history of TAYLOR. Stud ies in
Church of the Naza- Christian discipleship—
portraying the hero- the key to power, mark
sacrifice, prayer that of maturity. Includes
:«d the foundation i fourteen  suggestions on
which it is building me Ch]Pl how to be a disciplined
413 pages, cloth. . person. 102 pages,
$4.95 LW ] cloth. $1.75
coupon below, $3.95
MY OBJECTIONS
Lf . TO A SINNING
LIFE IS LIKE THAT .' e Is RELIGION
By MILO L. ARNOLD. ||ke that By BUD ROBINSON. Two
Twenty-six  brief radio of Uncle Buddy's famous
talks based on the sermons back in print!
author's unique interpre- One presents his argu-
tation of homey, com- ment  against sinning
monplace events.  Pithy, « Chr!stlans; "the other is
quotable expressions. 62 entitled The — Whole
pages, paper. $1.00 Lamb. 31 pages, paper.
25¢
RCH THE
IPTURES— TRADE TRADE-MARKS OF M<k
THE HOLINESS ith IM<KM
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jopular Bible study VZS/ZZi A look at the characteris-
is ready. Includes tics common to our found- r
and  background W BSem ing fathers  contrasted
chapter-verse out- with some of the dangers *
inspirational  com- that must be watched 0
53 pages, paper. that could destroy this 0
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paper. $1.00
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Box 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street Washington at Bresee
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THE GLORY
IN THE MIDST

By FAITH LUCE HUTCH-

ERSON. In print again
by popular demand— a
fascinating religious nov-

el empbhasizing victorious
living through the sepa-
rated life of holiness.
269 pages, cloth. $2.95

8«i

WHEN WE SHARE
THE BIBLE WITH
CHILDREN

By ELIZABETH B.
JONES. Helpful answers
for those parents and
teachers whose privilege
it is to provide spiritual
training for boys and
girls. Ages nursery to
junior. 121 pages, paper.
A C.S.T. text. $1.25
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The Art of Good Listening

By Audrey J. Williamson

YV 7E cuittivate the ability to speak

well. We strive for accuracy,
fluency, a pleasing voice, and a per-
suasive manner. We give attention,
even study, to a development of the
art of effective speaking. And rightly
so! It is important. It reveals charac-
ter. It belongs to the full, well-
rounded program of a minister’s wife,
even though her speaking be not for
the public occasion or the formal ad-
dress. Whenever she “openeth her
mouth” it should be “with wisdom,”
and “in her tongue” should be “the
law of kindness.”

But there is also an art of kind lis-
tening. Even as she gives heed to be-
ing a good speaker, she must also
give heed to being a good listener.
This will require, first,

Attention! There are those who lis-
ten with abstraction as though what
they are doing at the moment or what
they are thinking about is more im-
portant or urgent than what is being
said to them. Their responses are
irrelevant or pointless or impatient.
They seize upon a pause or a break
in the conversation to insert some
matter of their own concern, which
is at best a digression.

Whether a conversation results
from a requested interview or a more
casual encounter, the art of kind lis-
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tening requires that you give your
interlocutor the courtesy of your in-
terest. This will be physical—your
eye, your posture, your attitude will
reveal attention. It will be mental.
You will focus your mind upon the
thing being communicated to you.
And it is amazing how rewarding
such a practice becomes! Dr. J. B.
Chapman had cultivated the art of
good listening to a remarkable degree.
He said once to me, “I always listen,
for | always learn something—from
a child, from my contemporaries, from
old men.” No one possessed a richer
treasure of experience than he. He
had acquired much of it by listening,
and out of his listening grew many of
the vital themes for his writing.

But good listening not only bene-
fits you yourself. It is outgoing. It
encourages or builds up or unburdens
the speaker.

Attention will enable you, too, to
become proficient in the art of guided
communication. If a conversation is
becoming tedious or profitless, or is
degenerating, a skillful question, a
planned remark, a positive declara-
tion can reroute it to worthwhile and
mutually interesting levels. The whole
matter of conversation becomes a
fascinating and challenging occupa-
tion through attention. Furthermore
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kind
by:

Ease! Some people listen with a
sort of violent intensity that is dis-
concerting. One feels that they ex-
pect the speaker to be caught in a
falsehood, or an inaccuracy, or in
something of which the listener will
disapprove, and that they stand ready
to refute any statement made. As-
sumption of an easy manner encour-
ages the speaker to express his
opinions or reveal the confidences he
longs to share. Some listeners are
forever interrupting the speaker, and
in their eagerness finishing the sen-
tence for him, although it usually is
not what he intended to say! To make
the conversation comfortable is to
make it charming and delightful and
profitable to both speaker and listen-
er. Good conversation is a dialogue,
not an oration.

Not only must our kind listener use
attention and cultivate ease; she must
be the embodiment of:

Sympathy! People of rugged con-
victions often feel that to show any
understanding of or appreciation for

listening will be characterized

a point of view differing from their
own is to somehow compromise their
position. Our deep reactions against
error and confusion and sin may
cause us to freeze the speaker who
should unburden his load of doubt
or unbelief or wrongdoing. Study the
conversation of Jesus with the wom-
an at Samaria’s well, with Mary and
Martha at Lazarus’' tomb, with Nico-
demus, who came by night. Jesus did
not agree with their positions, but
He understood them. And by His
sympathetic approach He was able to
bring those to whom He listened to
see the light.

These are a few of the guideposts
along the lifetime path of becoming
a good listener. We will often fail
in reaching the ideal. Sometimes
preoccupation, weariness, or a deeply
wounded spirit may thwart our pur-
pose to be perfect listeners.

But as the years pile up our ex-
periences in this field, there should
come to us a dawning sense of power
and mastery in the art of Kkind lis-
tening.

“Be ready to hear” (Eccles. 5:1).

Forgive Me When | Whine

Today, wpon a bus | saw a lovely maid
with golden hair;
| envied her—she seemed so gay—and,
oh, 1 wished | were so fair.
When suddenly she rose to leave, | saw
her hobble down the aisle.
She had one foot, and used a crutch, but
as she passed, a smile.
0 God, forgive me when | whine!
1 have two feet—the world is mine!

And when 1stopped to buy some sweets,
The lad who served me had such
charm,

He seemed to radiate good cheer; His
manner was so kind and warm.

| said, “It's nice to deal with you. Such
courtesy | seldom find.”

He turned and said, “Oh, thank you, sir”
—and then | saw that he was blind.

September, 1962

0 God, forgive me when | whine!
1 have two eyes—the world is mine!

Then when walking down the street, |
saw a child with eyes of blue.

He stood and watched the others play.

It seemed he knew not what to do.

| stopped a moment; then | said; “Why

don’'t you join the others dear?”

He looked ahead without a word, and
then 1 knew he could not hear.
0 God, forgive me when | whine!
1 have two ears—the world is mine!

With feet to take me where I'd go,

With eyes to see the sunset’s glow,

With ears to hear what | would know,
I'm blest indeed—the world is mine!
O God, forgive me when | whine!

Anon.
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The Happy Versus the Unhappy Pastor

By Leon Chambers*

THhe preacher’s hair Was white. His
“m face and bearing were those of a
gentleman of culture. The total of
the man made an impact upon me.
But his words! How striking! How
true! How meaningful! How well |
remember hearing the late Dr. Ray-
mond Browning say, “There is no
promotion beyond the will of God”!
The importance of this cannot be
overemphasized. A consciousness of
being in the divine will is the only
way to be a happy pastor.

I have met too many unhappy pas-
tors. As | listened to these men give
their reasons for wanting to move,
their reasons were legion. They
would give such causes as not being
accepted by the “clique” on a district,
the local church did not appreciate
them, the job could not be done in
this church, and the church program
of the district had too much pressure.
One cannot help but wonder if there
is not a deeper problem, a more fun-
damental cause for the disturbance so
often found.

The problem could be caused by a
lack of consistent progress in the
church. The pastor feels that the
church should grow, that souls must
be won. He feels desperate. He may
try the visit of a magician, some fan-
tastic life story, or other gimmicks
that are used for attracting attend-
ance—only to find that this will not

+Professor, Trevecca Nazarene College.
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constitute sound church growth. This
church will be up and then down.
This instability in the church attend-
ance will make for an unhappy pastor.
At best this is only a substitute for
something better.

The problem may be caused by a
feeling of competition. There may be
a place for some friendly competition,
but there is also danger. The person
who is always comparing himself with

others is headed for psychological
problems. He will begin to feel in-
ferior, become overly introspective

and self-conscious. To escape these
feelings there will be a temptation to
get a better magician, someone with a
more fantastic life story, or estimate
that some were not counted in Sun-
day school and add this estima-
tion to the attendance number. The
pastor feels guilty. He knows that
there is a better way to build God’s
kingdom than by tricks and the fan-
tastic. Under the pressure of such
conditions the pastor finds himself
defensive. He blames everyone—that
is, everyone but himself. One finds
it hard to point the finger of accusa-
tion at himself. However, subcon-
sciously there is the persistent feeling
that he is the key man. Will a new
church be the answer, or moving to
a new district? No! Is there an an-
swer? Yes.

The answer is found in one’s dedi-
cation and divine call. It is easy to
say, “I want God’'s will. My all is on
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the altar.” But do | mean this? If |
am called of God to preach, will 1
keep studying His Word? Preaching

His Word? Will people hear some-
thing from God if they attend my
church? Will the sermon come from
the heart of a true shepherd? It could
be that way they will hear a speech
that could be given if there were no
Bible. It could be that they will hear
a preacher harangue the congrega-
tion about those who are absent. Such
speeches are not motivated by a con-
cern for the spiritual needs of the
people but by the pastor’s concern
about his ecclesiastical, numerical,
reputation. This is a sure way not to
better a bad condition.

There are the happy pastors. Their
names may not be flashed on a ban-
ner or cried forth in a convention.
But year after year their work is con-
sistent. They buy books that are read.
They live with their Bibles. They
believe that they were called of God
to preach His Word. They practice
this calling. The people have learned
to expect a “message” when such
pastors stand to preach.

The spirit of the happy pastor will
be good. If he must discipline, it will
be with the tenderness of one who has
prayed and wept over the needs of

his people. It will not be defensive
and selfish. The people will be con-
scious of the pastor’s love. There will
be a sense of worship, for the Word of
God is lifted up. When the service is
over, there will be the knowledge of
having met with God.

Often this pastorate is long. The
pastor knows his parish. He is known
as a “calling” preacher. The people
expect him in a time of need. By day
or by night he is there. He is working
for the kingdom. The people are fed
on the Word of God. He is in the
ministry through the will of God. He
is in this pastorate by divine will.
He will stay or move as God
wills. Great will be his happi-
ness here and his reward in heaven.
The attendance and finances of the
church will grow, for the motivation
and the method are right. There is
no substitute for being motivated by
love, and there is no better method
than good preaching and pastoral
calling. “There is no promotion be-
yond the will of God.” The cause for
the happy or unhappy minister is
found in his motivation and goal. The
motivation of love to seek God’s will
makes for happiness. The motivation
for position and selfish recognition
causes unhappiness. The minister is
happy who seeks first God’s will.

Prayer for a Young Minister

By Ruth Vaughn*

oday, Lord, he leaves!

He is going forth into the minis-
try! He takes financial security, op-
portunities for advancement, and a

*Lubbock, Texas.

September, 1962

life of casual ease and flings them
behind him and, without a backward
look, walks staunchly and bravely to
the cross of the ministry and takes it
to himself, not flinching when
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he sees there loneliness, misunder-
standing, unbearable burdens, and
heartbreaking sin. Instead, he holds
it to his heart, proudly, gladly, his
heart surging into a smile of victory
and joyousness as he “leaves all” to
follow Thy call!

It seems so short a time ago that we
saw him kneel at a small altar and
commit his life to Thee, knowing full
well that it would involve this cost.
And through these months, Lord, we
have seen him grow strong—strong
enough to know where he was weak
and to change that weakness into
strength. Through the months he has
grown brave—brave enough to face
himself honestly and commit his fears
to Thee. Through the months he has
grown unbending and invincible in
his determination to serve Thee ac-
cording to Thy biddings. Through the
months he has attained a new humili-
ty and gentleness in dealing with all
about him. His heart has grown ever
wider, greater, and deeper.

Oh, yes, since that night at the al-
tar and this day of his going forth to
serve, he has grown much! He has
replaced his “wishbone” with a
staunch “backbone.” He has learned
of Thy grace and Thy strength and has
placed his life's trust in them. He has
become acquainted with Thee, Lord,
during these months—and also with
himself—which is the first step on the
road to true knowledge.

This day we look upon him and
know that his heart is clear, his goal
is high, his trust unswerving—and
our hearts thrill in gratitude and
thanksgiving and we feel that we
want to pray!

Lord, as he goes forth this day
strong, courageous, valiant, our
prayer is not that he will be led in
paths of luxury and rest—but instead
we pray that he will come to know the
challenge and impetus of difficulties,
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so that he may better be like Thee.
Lord, help him to learn to stand up
in the storm unafraid, unflinching,
invincible! Let him learn compassion
for those about him who know not
his Christ or His saving power.

Let him learn to conquer himself
before he seeks to conquer others;
may he learn the joys of laughter, yet
never forget the sting of tears. Lord,
as he reaches into the future, may he
never forget the past and God’s grace
which led him gently step by step
into Thy perfect plan. Keep his sense
of humor keen, so that he may dis-
tinguish the important from the non-
essential; may he be filled with
humility, so that he can reach for the
heights of true greatness, true wis-
dom, and true strength.

We love him, Lord. He is ours—
and yet now we give him to Thee and
trust in Thee to make of him a minis-
ter of the gospel. ..

. Whose mind will be filled with
wisdom, that he might guide
wayward lives;

. Whose heart will be filled with
love, that he might give new
hope to the hopeless, sweet
comfort to the heartbroken, a
pure vision of Thee to the sin-

ful;
. Whose life will be filled with
goodness, so that all looking

upon Him will know of Thy
grace, Thy strength, and Thy
power;

. Whose soul will be filled with
greatness, that others can see
Thee in him;

. Whose altars will be filled with
seeking souls, so that Thy king-
dom will be advanced and en-
riched.

This is our prayer for him, Lord,
this day as he goes forth to serve!

Amen.
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Pardon and Purity"

By Sheridan Baker

f we confess our sins, he is faithful

and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness
(John 1:9).

Pardon, strictly speaking, is simply
absolution from guilt; but theologi-
cally considered, embraces forgive-
ness, regeneration, adoption, and the
witness of the Spirit. Whoever is par-
doned in an evangelical sense is ab-
solved from the guilt of sin, taken
into favor with God, adopted into
the divine family, and has imparted
to him the Holy Spirit, manifesting
himself by the Christian graces.

The heart and life of a truly par-
doned sinner are brought under the
control of that wisdom which is from
above, which is first pure, then peaca-
ble, gentle, easy to be entreated, full
of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.

Evangelical repentance abandons all
sin, and evangelical pardon gives
power over all sin inward and out-
ward; so that no outward sin is com-
mitted, and no inward sin reigns in
the affections. Hence it is written,
Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin. Whosoever abideth in
him sinneth not. He that commit-
teth sin is of the devil.

Any voluntary indulgence of de-
praved affection or of sinful actions
disjoints the believer’s relations with
God, severs communion with Christ,

*Taken from the Flame. Used by permission.
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and without repentance and pardon
must end in the soul's eternal ruin.

Though the life and heart of par-
doned sinners are brought under the
control of love, peace, joy, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, and
the other graces, nevertheless it is
universal experience that the heart
is not yet freed from evils which ar-
ray themselves against these graces.
Young people converted and brought
into the Church feel more or less in-
clination to run after worldly pleas-
ure and carnal amusements. The old,
also, until sanctified wholly, can de-
tect more or less pride, self-will,
worldliness, and other depraved
principles which are ever ready to
betray them into their enemies’ hands.
From these inward evils and perverse
dispositions grace has provided and
promised deliverance, with as much
certainty as the forgiveness of the
outward sins which they have led the
sinner to commit. This is purity—
the being cleansed from all un-
righteousness.

Purity is that state of the heart
which exists after all carnality is
eliminated, and after all proneness to
evil is removed, and when nothing
remains to embarrass the action of
the graces or oppose efforts at holy
living. Though many infirmities re-
main after the heart's purification,
and becloud more or less the action of
the graces and the phenomenon of
holy living, yet they do not, properly
speaking, antagonize either.
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These infirmities have caused the
purified of every age to deplore their
shortcomings, but have not prevented
the experience, in some good degree,
of what the Master felt when He said,
The prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in vie. In this state the
traitor within, which hearkened to
and invited the approach of the
enemy, is now cast out and grace
reigns without a rival. The soul now,
left to its own inclinations and
choices, turns readily, by the force of
its own spiritual affinities, away from
all defilements to the pure and the
holy. The conflict within has ceased;
no longer does the flesh lust against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; the peace now flows as a river;
and the soul amid all the sorrows,
temptations, and reverses of the pro-
bationary life rejoices evermore, prays
without ceasing, and in everything
gives thanks.

This is purity or freedom from all
inward defilement.

Many precious souls in the enjoy-
ment of pardon and in the possession
of the spirit of utter self-surrender
are inquiring what they shall do,
what great things they shall do, to
entitle them to the grace of purity.
These faithful souls overlook the fact
that, their moral relations with God
being right, they already stand where
there is nothing to do but receive the
cleansing and indwelling of the Com-
forter. The moment they discover
their need of purity, and see it to be
their privilege to be holy, they should
look up and receive, and count them-
selves pure.

This surely harmonizes with the
Apostle’s command to justified be-
lievers, Likewise reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

But so sluggishly does the faith of
the believer act at this juncture of
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experience, under a sense of utter
unworthiness, that it seems to be
necessary to readjust the moral rela-
tions, reaccept the terms of salvation,
and renew covenant engagements
with God, to place faith on that van-
tage ground where it will dare reach
forth and seize the coveted prize.

As the confession of sin with a view
to pardon involves the idea of divine
interference, so the same confession
with a view to purity involves the
same thought. Every effort to reach
purity by culture or development,
every effort which ignores a direct,
divine work on the heart must prove
a failure.

Nothing short of the purging fires
of the Holy Ghost can purify the hu-
man spirit. All inspired teaching
upon this subject confirms this state-
ment. God creates the clean heart
and renews the right spirit; He
purges away all the dross and sin; He
washes with clean water and makes
white; He cleanses from all unright-
eousness; and He does this the mo-
ment the conditions are met.

Hence, all the figures representing
this purification indicate short and
rapid work. It is a washing, a refin-
ing of silver and gold, a cleansing of
the leper, a new creation, death by
crucifixion, and in no way repre-
sented as a lengthy and tedious pro-
cess. The great interior cleansing is
wrought so speedily and on terms so
simple that believers are staggered,
confused, and kept from entering the
experience by the very ease and sim-
plicity of the part which they have
to act in the matter. They have ac-
cepted pardon and still accept it on
these easy terms, but seem unable,
without a severe struggle, to accept
purity, which is as freely offered.

To help the faith of the believer up
to the apprehension of his great privi-
lege, the Holy Spirit puts the grant of
finished holiness upon the immutable
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faithfulness and inflexible justice of
Jehovah. As God has graciously
promised to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness, from all our filthiness,
and from all our idols, to make us
whiter than snow, His unchanging
faithfulness must perform the work
as soon as the conditions are met; and
as Christ has secured for us pardon
and purity by His death upon the
Cross; and as they are ours by virtue
of this purchase and gift, infinite jus-
tice must confer them as soon as our
moral relations with Him are proper-
ly adjusted.

The conditions met, the believer is
not at liberty to doubt whether the

grace is conferred or not; to doubt
them is to impeach the divine vera-
city and bring darkness upon the soul.

The gloomiest and most miserable
believers are those who have reached
the point where divine mercy and
grace are pledged to give victory and
who still doubt and refuse to accept
by faith. Such believers should as-
sume that God is faithful and just,
and that He does now confer the
grace promised, make confession of
their faith with their mouths, and
maintain that position in the face of
every foe. This is faith; and it will
soon be rewarded by the clear witness
of the Holy Spirit.

Are we as ministers failing in our supreme task?

An Open Letter to Pastors

By Dwayne Hildie*

dry, uninteresting

things, and | hate them. However
there are some statistics concerning
the church which are such as to de-
mand our respectful attention. 1| re-
fer to the fact that, figurewise, most of
our churches (unfortunately, mine is
included) are failures in the job we
have undertaken. When we reported
at the last assembly we told about
our finances and our buildings, sub-
scriptions to the various church
periodicals, and many other statistical
trivia. There was one item which we
ignored as though it were an unpaid

S tatistics are

*Edmonton, Alberta.

September, 1962

budget. Most of us would like to for-
get that there is a column of figures
received into membership by pro-
fession of faith. No matter how suc-
cessful was our campaign to get new
subscriptions to church papers, how
many there are in the Junior Fellow-
ship, and even more important than
the new plumbing we finally installed
in the church through clever financ-
ing and personal ingenuity, that one
little column of figures is the one
which really tells the story whether
we did the job to which we were
called, or just “tinkered with the
machinery.”

Let's face it, brethren, you and |
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were not called to be carpenters,
painters, secretaries, or to do any of
the other odd-job duties at which we
spend various portions of our time.
The only excuse that we may offer
for spending time at any of these
mundane chores of the church is that
in so doing we are building the King-
dom indirectly. If at the end of the
year thus spent we find that we have
put all this effort into indirect build-
ing, and have not seen any direct re-
sults, it would look as though we
ought to re-evaluate our efforts with
an eye to changing our approach to
the problem of how to best build the
kingdom of Heaven.

I'm not trying to say that we should
promptly renounce all responsibility
toward the various chores with which
we are all more or less saddled, par-
ticularly just now before the recall
vote is to be taken. I'm crying out
against the stupidity of excusing our
failures in terms of being too busy in
building program, or what-have-you,
to do the job to which we dedicated
ourselves and to which we were called
with a holy calling. The embarrassing
fact is that we probably didn't have a
better record of soul winning in that
last pastorate before we came here to
be so burdened with this responsible
task of building the Kingdom by fix-
ing the plumbing.

We pastors are all perturbed by the
short attendance in our Sunday night

services. We are alarmed at the few
sinners who heard the -evangelist
preach in the last revival. Whenever

we get to thinking about the cause
behind this failure of getting the mes-
sage to the lost world about us, we all
come out about the same place: our
people! Our people are just not bring-
ing their friends to church. Our peo-
ple are not under the burden for lost
souls. Matter of fact, the more we
think along these lines, we feel the
moving spirit to use our pulpit pre-
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rogative to show them how they are
lacking. We’'ll hatch a blistering hot
sermon to the effect that they'd bet-
ter begin to live up to their testimony
of love for lost souls of men.

However, just before you preach
that sermon, spend a moment in
thought. Begin by asking yourself
whether your life of the past weeks
would be a good example of the things
you are preaching about. Bear in
mind that you differ from your flock
in that your life is a full-time Chris-
tian service, while theirs is more
largely devoted to the grim business
of making a living for growing fami-
lies, and paying the bills of the
church (including your salary). Re-
member further that by training and
study, if not by personality, ycu
should be regarded as more expert in
this very field of winning men for
Christ. Of the many (we hope) souls
at your altar during the past year of
your ministry, how many of them
represented the direct fruit of your
labor in soul travail and visitation?

I am a pastor just as you. | sincere-

ly wish that | could point to a more
impressive record of men and women
whom | have personally, directly led
to the Master. Unfortunately it has
been only in recent months that it
has been dawning on me that, while
I was doing a good enough job of the
tasks of administration and preaching
to keep the good will of two-thirds of
my people (this was written before
recall), I am not leading them in the
example of soul winning. We have
known for y'ears that, in church work,
to get anything done the pastor must
be the first in giving the most in the
offering, first to take up the hammer
in the building enterprise, first to
support any of the church projects
which will succeed. Rebelling against
these demands won’'t alter the fact
that they exist . .. our people will be
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led, not driven. Can we honestly say
that we have taken the lead in soul
winning? We, too, have a circle of
unsaved acquaintances to whom we
are just as responsible as are our lay-
men to their friends.

Would you join me in a program of
personal soul winning? Begin by
setting a day of fasting and prayer

each week. Exploit the matter of
“praying through,” about which we
used to hear so frequently, and which
seems to be on its way to becoming
a lost practice in our church. If every
pastor would challenge himself and
his God with this project, I am satis-
fied that the record would be differ-
ent next assembly. How about it?

Before a minister joins the circle around any kindled blaze he should

ask himself—

Who Built the Fire?

By Milo L. Arnold*

/I'"Xn two mornings Simon Peter sat
n beside a fire and watched the
cold night give way to daybreak. At
both firesides he was a guest, having
kindled neither fire. At both firesides
he was asked three times for his
Christian testimony and at both he
made commitments which would in-
fluence his entire life. The two morn-
ings and the two fires were not far
apart on the calendar but they were
a long way apart in their impact upon
his life. The fires had nothing in com-
mon, for they had been kindled by
very different builders of fires.

The first fire was one built by cow-
ards who sought in the anonymity of
the fireside to warm their cold lives.
They had the shivers because of guilt,
distrust, and stealth. Peter joined them
seeking personal anonymity and es-

*Moses Lake, Washington.

September, 1962

cape. He thought that if he joined
them he would not have to stand
alone and be counted. There he was
a coward among cowards but he even-
tually crawled away in tears.

At the other fire he was a guest of
Jesus Christ. The fire had been
kindled by the divine fingers, and
bread and fish were served in time's
most exciting cook-out. Here too he
was asked for his testimony. Here he
dared to witness in utter humility and
sincerity. Here he was inspired to
stand tall and to commit his life to
the apostleship.

It makes a lot of difference who
builds the fire and why people gather
about it. Before a minister of Christ
joins the circle around any Kindled
blaze, he will do well to ask who
kindled the fire. Every minister will
face times when other men kindle a
[ire and invite them to join them
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about it. The fire may be built by
men whose integrity he respects and
whose sincerity is sure but whose
wisdom has much to be desired. They
may launch a campaign to bring about
a religious revival or a moral reform
in the community. The purpose may
be entirely good and the men may in-
tend well, but there are times when
the unwise leadership given to it
makes it an unsafe thing for a pastor
to join.

There will be times when ministers
of a community, inspired by some man
who likes to get attention, will go into
a widely publicized project of moral
or political crusading. The crusade
may be for a good cause but the fire
has been kindled by a man who is
eager for attention. Sometimes the
group who gather about the fire are
excited and zealous. They immediate-
ly rush about to gather every evan-
gelical minister in the community to
join them. If a man does not get into
the fray, he is singled out for criti-
cism. He may be called a liberal, a
non-co-operative pastor, a coward, or
any number of other unpleasant
things. Sometimes it seems that the
only safe place to be is in the crowd
by the fire. However he may find
that his Christian testimony is not
easily given there. His representa-
tion of Christ is awkard there, and in
time he will wish that he had allowed
the group to go on without him.

Sometimes community campaigns
are so unwisely led that they become
a religious covering for mob hysteria.
Statements are made which cannot be
proved, good men are done injustice,
and the dignity of the church is badly
lessened. Such fires sometimes do
more harm than good, and fortunate
is the man who does not join such a
fireside circle.

Often a minister is asked to offer
prayer at meetings of various kinds,
and such an occasion usually provides
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a real opportunity for representing
Christ. Yet he must watch lest it
be a situation where he is wanted,

not for the prayer he would offer, but
for the endorsement his presence
would give to the occasion. Some-
times he is asked to serve on a com-
mittee or lead a project which is
basically for the promotion of some
selfish interest of another group or
person. He must guard lest he be
unwittingly used as a tool by unscru-
pulous people. If others are making
all of the decisions and the minister
is used only for decorations, it is
usually safe to assume that he is be-
ing used rather than being given an
opportunity.

There are many good projects in
which the pastor should participate.
Jesus was not afraid to associate with
publicans and sinners, but He refused
to allow others to use Him for the
furtherance of their personal projects.
A pastor cannot fulfill his full respon-
sibility in the community unless he
is willing and able to take his place
in legitimate and well-ordered com-
munity projects. There are many
things which must be organized by a
larger group than his local church
and in which he can well invest time
and effort. In such things he owes
it to both the community and his own
church to give his best. There is
nothing wrong with joining a crowd
around a fire if the fire is kindled by
the right person or persons and if
the group gathering around it are not
cowards or selfish bigots.

Peter however found his loftiest
moments when he joined his Lord by
the fire on the Galilean beach.
Around this fire he found his heart
warmed, his testimony sincere, and
his fellowship with the other Chris-
tians enriched. In the cold dawn of
these frustrating days every man
needs to sit often beside this divinely
kindled blaze.
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Supplied by Nelson G. Mink

HOW Frances Havergal Was Kept:

She says: “I first saw clearly the bless-
edness of true consecration. | saw it
as a flash of electric light, and what you
see you can never unsee. There must
be full surrender before there can be
full blessedness. God admits you by the
one into the other.

“First, | was shown that the blood of
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth from
all sin; and then it was made plain to
me that He who had thus cleansed me,
had power to keep me clean; so | utter-
ly yielded myself to Him and utterly
trusted Him to keep me.”—Selected.

Vance Havner recently said: “We are
trying to operate on a ‘business as usual’
basis, when neither business nor any-
thing else is as usual—nor will anything
ever be as usual again. We are trying
to meet a short-term emergency with a
long-range program. We spend a lot of
time these days studying how to talk
when we need most to listen.”—Selected.

Paying the Price

A short while before Dr. J. W. Chap-
man passed away, he was addressing a
gathering of ministers, and said: “We
have reached the place where one man
plays a handsaw, and another gives a
‘life’s story,’ gathering a big crowd, and
we call that revival.

“No, that is not a revival: that is a
farce. Tears, sweat, and blood are the
price of revival, and some of us are not
willing to pay the price.”—Selected.

In Israel, flowing-robed,
wandering Bedouins roam the desert, as
their ancestors did two thousand years
ago, with this difference: now they carry
transistors and smoke cigarettes.”—
Travel.

M odern A ge:

September, 1962

Language Translation: A StOry is mak-
ing the rounds these days about some
scientists who designed an English-to-
Russian translating machine. The device
was tested by feeding into it this sen-
tence, “The Spirit is willing but the flesh
is weak.” Back came the translation:
“The liquor is good but the food is
lousy.”—Saturday Review.

Phillips Brooks ONnce said: “Do not pray
for easy lives! Pray to be stronger men.
Do not pray for tasks equal to your
powers. Pray for power equal to your
tasks. Then the doing of your work
shall be no miracle. But you shall be a
miracle. Every day you shall wonder
at yourself, at the richness of life which
has come to you by the grace of God.”
—Selected.

It Is saia: “Susanna Wesley, in spite of
the fact that she had nineteen children,
found time to shut herself in her room
for a full hour each day, alone with God.
It is not so much a case of finding time
—as it is in making time! And we can
make time if we will.”—0swatd smith.

Confession of Our W eakness

“How little power the average Chris-
tians have. They wave the censer be-
tween the living and the dead, but the
plague is not stayed. Like Gehazi, they
lay the staff on the face of the dead
child, but life does not return.

“Like the disciples at the foot of the
mount, they speak the healing words,
but the devil-possessed are not relieved.
They pray, but prayers are unanswered.
The life-giving power must be in us, or
we shall not see dead sinners come to

life through our words."—F. B. Meyer.
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Signs of the Times— with a little flair

for lightness

“When right, you can afford
to keep your temper. When wrong, you
cannot afford to lose it.”

Temper:

Truth: “No one can comprehend all
truth; seekers for the truth must be
humble; mutual sharing with open minds
can help all; understanding must break
through language barriers.”

“He knew all the little
answers, but he missed the large ques-
tions. He knew the little answers of
how to become vice-president of the
bank, how to keep life upholstered, but
he missed the big questions, of “What
is it all about?” and “How do you put
high meaning into life?”

Questions:

Change in Times: “NOWadayS, if a
fellow is as sound as a dollar, he's worth

about fifty cents.”

One man remarked to
another about the cost of minor surgery,
and said: “What this country needs is
a good fifty-dollar scar.”

Complaining:

“Little pleasures can be picked
up without much effort. But lasting joys
are acquired tastes.”—or. Raipnh W.

Sockman.

Joy:

A. M. Hilis Asks: “Why is the Christian
Church—instead of pushing a bold, ag-
gressive warfare, under the leadership
of her Divine Teacher, the Holy Spirit,
for the conquest of the world—in the
main quietly reposing in her trenches,
barracks, and spiritual hospitals, main-
taining a feeble defensive, unable to re-
sist the enervating forces of worldliness

and sin, and the corrupting tide of
atheism itself?” Hills gives his answer
thus:

“This is how | account for their want
of results—the want of the direct, pun-
gent, enlightening, convicting, restoring,
transforming power of the Holy Ghost.
For it is ‘not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts’
(Zech. 4:(>). Oh, that you would learn
itt When you have learned that—you
will be made. When you experience it
—you will lay hold on God.”—Selected.
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If Man Should Reach the Moon
By Walt Huntley

I'm sure you've heard or read about the
satellites in space;

How Rrissia and United States are in a
rocket race.

To hear them talk, it won't be long, for
space they’ll conquer soon;

And then what next will man attempt,
if he should reach the moon?

If man shoidd ever reach the moon,
there’s one thing that is clear:
He'll ruin everything up there, just as
he's done it here,

With sin and crime, with lust and greed.
He's got enough to do

To clean the mess he’'s made on earth,
and we know this is true!

The sickness and the want and fear, the
broke? hearts and shame—

And hxmgry millions cry each day, and
man is all to blame.

| think we’'d better set our sights above
the moon and space,

And let’'s explore eternity, while there
is time, and grace.

It's not the moon we need to reach; it's
God, who put it there—

The One who went to Calvary, a rugged
cross to bear.

For sins of men with wicked hearts He
died one afternoon.

With faith in Him you’ll have no fear,
if man should reach the moon.

—Submitted by Netson G. Mink

During World War I, gas attacks became
prominent. But the gas was odorless,
and therefore deadly. Its presence was
undetectable. The men in trenches de-
vised the expedient of taking canaries
with them. When these little birds were
found drooping and dying, then the
soldiers knew that gas was in the air,
and they hastened to their gas masks.

The Christian IS exhorted to be bold in
taking authority (Greek exousia) over
the power (dunamis) of the devil. Pow-
er versus power means conflict, but au-
thority (which means mastery) over
power constitutes dominion.
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SRR STARTERS

THEME:

1. Present realization
2. Divine reservation
3. Future manifestation

— Fred Bertolet

Three “R’s” in | John 3:1-4

THEME: Unveilings of the Holy Spirit

Text: “And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of right-
eousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8).
1. He unveils the glory of Christ.
2. He unveils the truth of the Bible
(private Tutor).
3. He unveils God’s treasure chest.
4. He unveils the power of God.
5. He unveils hidden things in your
heart.
6. He unveils latent possibilities.

— Fred Bertolet

THEME:

gerate

1. The love of the Lord

2. Sinfulness of sin

3. The horrors of hell

4. The prospects of the pure

— Fred Bertolet

Things We Can Never Exag-

THEME:

Our God and Old-time Power

Text: “My salvation shall be for ever,
and my righteousness shall not be abol-
ished” (Isa. 51:6).

Four men of God were used in 1754
in this country in a mighty revival in
eastern United States: Philip Otterbein,
Martin Boehm, George Geeting, and
Christian Newcomer.

In those days, one source of history
says: “Religion was a mere form
Prayer meetings were declared to be an
exhibition of the wildest fanaticism . ..
People did as they pleased.” But God
broke through, and used these men in
one of the great awakenings in our early
history.
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THEME: We Are at the Crossroads

Text: “Awake, awake, put on strength,
0 arm of the Lord; awake, as in the
ancient days, in the generations of old”
(Isa. 51:9).

THEME:

the Sky

“And let it be, when thou hearest
the sound of a going in the tops of the
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt be-
stir thyself: for then shall the Lord go
out before thee, to smite the host of the
Philistines” (Il Sam. 5:24).

The March of the Armies of

Text:

THEME:

of Revival

Standing on the Threshold

Text: "l will make the wilderness a pool
of water, and the dry land springs of
water” (Isa. 41:18).

THEME: W hy | Betieve in Holiness as

a Second Blessing

“Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
I. The Bible Teaches the Possibility
of It
Il. Human Experiences Prove a Need
and a Hunger for It.
I11. Church History Reveals That Many
Had It and Lived It
IV. Multitudes Now Living Are Wit-
nesses to It
V. Those Who Neglect It Seem to Lose
Out.
VI. It Is the Only State Fully Con-
sistent with Christ's Atonement.
It Is Working for Me Right Now.

Text:

VII.

THEME: The Passion for Souls

Text: How can | endure to see the evil
that shall come unto my people? or
how can | endure to see the destruction
of my kindred? (Esther 8:6)
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A PREACHING PROGRAM
FkkAAk

Scripture:

Text:

l. Pha sing

Revival
Psalms 85

Wilt thou not revive us again:
that thy people may rejoice in thee?
(Ps. 85:6)

Introduction:

A. The setting generally accepted
for this psalm is after the re-
turn from the Babylonian cap-
tivity.

B. Bring the prayer up to date.

(vv. 1-3)

A. The Psalmist praises.

B.

1L
2
3.

4.

Return from captivity (v. 1).
Forgiveness of sin (v. 2).

Removal of the wrath of
God (v. 3a).

Cessation of punishment
(v. 3b).

The Christian praises.

1

2
3.
4.

Release from the bondage of
sin.

Forgiveness of sins.

The removal of guilt.

The smile of God.

Il. Petitioning (vv. 4-7)
A. The Psalmist Petitions.
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1

Admission of further need.
a. Return from captivity
partial—not inclusive.

b. Tendency to discour-
agement.

(See Ezra 3; 4; 9; 10;
Nehemiah 2—6 for
background.)

2. Results of God's anger
remaining (vv. 4b-5).
(G. Rawlinson in
Pulpit Commentary
says we should under-
stand God's anger in
verses 4 and 5 to mean
the effects of God’s
anger still lingering.)
a. The Temple and

walls still in ruin.
b. The former glory
not apparent.

3. Changing circum-
stances result of
changed men—revived
men.

B. The Christian petitions.
1 Revival needed.

a. Many in services
unaffected—un-
re ached—by the
power of the gos-

pel.
b. Some in midst
babes in Christ

when ought to be
mature Christians.

c. Former undisci-
plined life in sin
telling in our pres-
ent.

(1) Attending serv-
ices perfunctorily.

(2) Prayer burden-
some.

(3) Spiritual life
dwarfed.

(4) Lack of joy.

2. Revival of our spirits must

come from God.
a. Cannot turn selves.
b. Wait on God to

move.
c. “Revive . . . that
thy people may re-
joice.”
P ressing (VV. 8-13)

A. The Psalmist sees into future

(Messianic).

1 Peace with
(v. 10).
a. Peace with God.

righteousness

b. Peace from carnal strug-

gle.

(1) Possible only through
destruction of carnal

nature (Rom. 6:6).

(2) How complete God’s

salvation!

¢. Through Christ’'s atone-
ment, God righteous

though at peace
transformed sinner.

with

2. Mercy with truth (v. 10).

a. God true
sin.

in  punishing

b. God merciful in accept-
ing Christ as our Substi-

tute.

B. The Christian believes

for
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future. (Our need is different.
That church (Israel) needed a
Messiah; our church needs a
revival.)

1. Good to pause after prayer

to let faith be turned into

sight.

a. No use praying if not be-
lieving.

b. Believe as you pray and
when you have prayed.

2. God speaks—the pressing
faith answered.

a. Power in His speaking.
(1) Spoke worlds into
existence.

(2) Spoke forgiveness to
your troubled soul.

(3) Speaks words of re-
viving and blessing and
victory.

b. Growing Christians and a
growing church.

(1) Seed of holiness
within will bring forth
fruit (v. 11a).

(2) The Sun of Right-
eousness nourishes and

makes it to prosper
(vv. 11-12). Suggests
the presence of the

Shekinah glory of God.
(3) Salvation for others

(v. 12b.).
(4) A new surge of holy
living (v. 13).
(5) Holy joy (v. 6b).

Conclusion:

A.

B.

We have much to praise God
for.
We have much to ask God for.
1 In the light of complacency.
2. In the light of our lack of
effectiveness.
We have much to believe God
for:
1 The Sun of Righteousness
rising.
2. Blessing and victory and a
new joy assured.
The prayer of the Psalmist is
our prayer (repeat text).
— RoOss cribbis
Oxford, Nova Scotia
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Scripture:

Text:

Separation
1 Cor. 6:11; 7:1
Gen. 12:1

Introduction:

A. Terah, Abraham'’s father, called
of God to leave Ur and go to
Caanan. He got as far as Haran
and stopped. This place repre-
sents the convenient, comfort-
able, and compromising.

B. Abraham hindered by Terah
and never moved farther till
Terah died.

We Are at One of Three Stages.
A. Ur—unashamedly living in sin.
B. Haran—saved, enjoying prestige
of being saved, partakers of
gospel, but go no further.
C. Caanan—place of costly,
unmistakable, blessing.
TO Become
We Must Cut with:
A. World—things.
B. Devil—persons.
C. Flesh—self.

but

Spiritual Abrahams,

Abraham’s Problems Were Prob-
lems Most People Have.
A. Problem of himself (Il Cor.

6:12).
B. Problem of compromis e—
stopped when father stopped.
C. Problem of big step—faith in

God’s call (Gen. 12:1; Il Cor.
6:17).
God Will Break into Our Lives.
A. At His word, Abraham felt call
and moved.

B. Men tempted to stop short. God
said, “Get thee out.”

C. Three things Abraham left
which were good, legitimate:
1. Country
2. Kindred
3. Father’s house
A braham Was Called to Separa-

(as we are).

A. In order to achieve.

B. Free from old ties—part some-
day anyway.

C. Separation’s promise—God’s
blessing.

D. Challenge to highest (Il

7:1).

tion

Cor.

— Delmar Stalter
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Tarry

Scripture: John 14:26; 15:26; Acts 1
4-5; Acts 2:33

Introduction:

A. Christ commissioned His dis-
ciples in Luke 24: 46-48.

B. In Luke 24:49 He admonishes
them to equip themselves for
battle against sin, self, and the
devil.

C. Holy Spirit is the grand promise
of the New Testament.

D. Point of this promise is to be
prepared before entering the
battle.

I. Jesus’ “Behold” Sucgests Sincere

Consideration.

A. This is the promise of the
Father, received when we:

1 “Tarry”—know yourself.

2. “Until”—necessity realized.

3. Counsels and advises to seek
it, then prays for us (John
17).

B. This “Behold” promise is the
Holy Spirit, who would be our
Advocate, Defender, Counselor,
Strengthener, Mediator, and
Helper.

C. This promise is a baptism (Acts
1:4-5). This baptism destroys
sin, illuminates the mind, and
consoles the heart.

D. This promise is now available;

“he hath shed forth” (Acts 2:
33).
Il. Jesus Commanded They “tarry” in

Jerusalem.
A. Place where God wanted them.
B. Place where men realize awful-

ness of sin.
C. Place where men meet them-
selves.
Il. Jesus Commanded They Tarry

“Until” They W ere Clothed with

God's Power.

A. Until double mind gone.

B. Until energized with Comforter,
the inner fortifications set up.

C. Until men could powerfully
demostrate God’s love, so that
men would believe and be
saved.

Delmar Stalter
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My Utmost for His Highest
Matt. 2:1-12

Scripture Reading:

Matt. 2:11

Introduction:

How refreshing it is to find people
who want only to give and not to re-
ceivel Too many are interested in
“What's in it for me?” They come to
church for what they get out of it
—comfort, rest, forgiveness, enlighten-
ment, inspiration—but, having found
these, they keep them and lose them.
Like the manna, which spoiled when
not used!

Here we have three men who came
with great joy; they came to worship;
they came to give gifts. Is not this the
way we should come to church? Why?

I. We
G od.
Think for a moment of what He
has done for us.

A. There is the precious gift of
life.

1. Visit a hospital and see the
struggle for physical life.
God has breathed into our
nostrils the breath of life.
“In him we live, and move,
and have our being.”

2. We rejoice that God has
given us life and vitality and
the will to live.

B. There are God’s care and pro-

vision for our physical needs.

1 The miracle of food.

2. The miracle of clothing.

3. The miracle of shelter.

C. Beyond these creature com-
forts we may rejoice that God
has ransomed and redeemed us
when we were prisoners of sin
and slaves of Satan.

1. God has provided that the
whole human race, all de-
praved and deprived, warped
twisted as it is by sin, can
be brought back to himself
in redeeming grace. Christ
has died for our sins.

2. We poor, lost men through
the merits of Christ's atone-
ment can become partakers
of the divine nature, heirs of

Text:

Are Infinitely Indebted to
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the promises, receive eternal
life. For this we rejoice.

II. Contemplation of God's Goodness

A rouses the Desire to Worship.

A. Worship means to acknowledge
another’'s superiority, his de-
pendence, to humble himself
before the other, to express
thankfulness—all with a glad
heart, not grudgingly.

B. Note the posture of these wise
men—falling down and wor-
shiping, prostrating themselves
before a Baby! These dignified,
richly dressed, kingly men are
bowing down before this little
One! But what a Baby! He is
King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, Wonderful, Counselor,
the mighty God, worthy of all
worship and praise and honor.
How fitting that we too should
fall to our knees and worship

before Him!
C. No man can worship and be
proud, self-willed, and enter-

taining a high opinion of him-
self at the same time. Only
true humility and self-abnega-
tion, a true evaluation of self,
is the right spirit of worship. 1
am nothing; Christ is all. | am
worth nothing and worthy of
nothing. Christ has been mar-
velously good to me.

D. Worship calls for consecration.
There can be no worship with-
out submission to the will of

Another—the divine will. We
must give ourselves to Him
(Rom. 12:1; 6:13; 7:1-4). The

marriage covenant is a picture
of this consecration.

IIl. Then Worship Calls for Gifts.

A. Every inspiration by the Spirit,
every enlightenment, every
blessing realized is a challenge
to give out to God through
service and love to others. We
are blessed that we might be
made a blessing. We are saved
that we might save others.

B. When we give to God, we
measure our giving by our
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faith, our love, our thankful-

ness.

1 Three wise men (Matt.
2:13).

2. Abraham giving Isaac (Gen.
22:2).

3. David worshiping at the
threshing floor of Araunah
(Il Sam. 24:24).

4. The Israelites giving for the
Tabernacle (Exodus 35).

5. The bringing of tithes under
Hezekiah (11 Chron. 30:31).

Conclusion:

We come with our offerings, and they
are offerings of love. Like Mary, we
bring a precious gift, the fragrance and
perfume of which will fill the house of
God and all our lives. We come re-
joicing over God’s goodness, to worship
and give gifts.

—R oy E. Woiford

Grand Prairie, Texas
Obedient!

Scripture: Acts 26:13-19

Text: AcCts 26:19

l. The A ppearance of Jesus to Paul

W as to Make Paul:

A. A minister (Greek—“under-
rower,” or under guidance of
another) (v. 16)

B. A witness (at hazard of life)
1. Of the seen
2. Of the revealed

Il. Paul Directed by Lord:

A. To open the eyes of people
(v. 18)

B. To turn them from darkness to
light

C. To turn them from wretched-
ness of sin to power of God
(v. 18)

Il. Paur's message to Turn Men to:
A. Real forgiveness of sins (saved)
B. Real inheritance (sanctified)

c. Real vision (rid men of sin)
Conclusion:

Repentance and forgiveness are the
need of our world. We must obey if
God is to do His work.

—DELMAR STALTER
New Haven, Indiana
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Good and Faithful Servants

Scripture: Matt. 25:14-30
Text: Matt. 25:21
Introduction:

Two many people, when there is a
piano to be moved, reach for the stool.
God never saved any man simply to
get that man to heaven. The crises of
conversion and entire sanctification are
not stopping places but steppingstones.
Every Christian has a lifelong responsi-
bility in the work of the Kingdom. He
has not only a heritage to be enjoyed,
but a stewardship to be exercised. The
blessings that God bestows on us are not
primarily for our own enjoyment, but
for the enriching of our ministry to
others.

Note these things in the parable:

I. The Relationship— M aster to

Servant

A. Christ is the Master.

1 He is wise, seeing the un-
worthy in us and knowing
what is best for us.

2. He is tender, sympathetic,
helpful.

3. His will is paramount; we
ought to seek to know and
do His will.

B. The Christian is the bond serv-
ant of the Master. Old
Testament illustration.
Paul's usage.

1 Serves gladly and willingly.

2. Completely in the Master’'s
hands; God will take care;
my task to serve well.

C. The servants act as stewards

(v. 14).
1. All we have comes from God
(Jas. 1:17).

2. Our blessings not merely
for our own enjoyment, but
to use to bring others to
Christ.

3. The very essence of Christ-
likeness is unselfishness—to
live for others.

Il. The Task— to Use What God H as
Given Us (v. 16)
A. Each man has some natural
ability.

1 Those who have more have

greater responsibility.
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V.

2. A call to service indicates
that others recognize talents
in us.

3. God gives each man tasks
commensurate with his
natural abilities.

B. What does God want us Chris-
tians to do?

1 The ministry of living a god-
ly life is basic. No substitute
for goodness.

2. The ministry of prayer.

3. The ministry of personal
witnessing.

4. The ministry of money.

The Manner of Work for God's

Servants

A. Perseveringly (v. 19).

1 In the face of seeming lack
of success we are to con-
tinue to sow the seed.

2. In the face of opposition and
discouraging circumstances.

3. In the face of great demands
upon our resources.

B. Successfully—they gained other

talents.

1 God has a different meas-
uring stick for success—
faithfulness, the key word.

2. Some measure of success
will come to all who are
faithful.

Faithfully.

1. Consistently at the job.

2. Did everything required.

3. Faithful to the end.

o

The Reckoning (V. 19)

A. We must all stand and be
judged for the deeds done in the
body.

1 Are you really giving your
life to something that counts
eternally?

2. Could you rightly feel that
you are faithful?

B. God will not commend us as
good and faithful if we have not
been so.

1 These two things, by the
grace and provision of God,
are in the reach of us all.

2. What we can attain we
must attain.
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C. The one-talent is a picture of

a carnal, lazy Christian.

1. The Lord calls him wicked
and slothful, yet a servant.

2. Why was he condemned?
for outbroken sin? No, for
slothfulness.

3. Cast into outer darkness for
poor stewardship; a servant
at one time, going to same
place as criminals and
drunkards.

Conclusion:

Gladly, lovingly, patiently, persever-
ingly let us serve God with what talents
and possessions we have. | saw two
faithful servants of God at the district
assembly who have labored many years
for God. They will soon be hearing the
Master's “Well done!”

— Roy E. Wolford

Lessons from the Burning Bush

Scripture: Exod. 3:1-10

Text: Exod: 3:4

I. Moses Had Started an Ordinary

Day, Miracle Not Expected.

Il. He Saw Fire, a Terrifying Sight

in an Uninhabited Wilderness.

IIl. What if Moses Had Been SO

Busy with Legitimate Responsi-
That He

Had Not Noticed the Miraculous

bility for the Flock

Nature of the Fire; H ad

See?

A. He would have missed his
chance to carry out a task so
great that accounts of its ful-
fillment occupy about one-
seventh of the Bible.

B. He would have missed close
fellowship with God.

C. He would have missed his
chance to lay up treasures in

heaven.

Not

Turned A side to

IV. It Was Onlty A fter He
A side That God Called to

Turned

Him.

V. The Most of Us Live Very Ordi-

nary Lives, Miracles Not EXx-

pected.
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VI. God Puts Miracles in Our Paths,

Just as He Did with Moses.

VII. Wnhat if We

Turn A side to See?

A. We shall miss opportunities to
serve (Ezek. 22:30).

B. We shall miss close fellowship
with God (Jas. 4:8).

C. We shall come to eternity with
our storehouse empty (Matt.
6:21-22).

Are Too Busy to

VIIl. God Has Made Abundant Provi-

sion for Our W elfare for
Time and Eternity. He D oes
Not Force Us to Take Ad-

vantage of W hat He Has

Provided. If We W ould Have

M iracles, W e M ust Turn

A side to Take Them.

— Laura Forinash

Lockhart, Texas

Shadows of the Lord
Song of sol. 4:6

Scripture:
Introduction:

To children, shadows can be very
fearful things. To some, they become
grotesque monsters about to reach out
with long, eerie fingers to snatch them
away. On one hand, they are harmless.
But on the other hand, they represent

something real. There are several
shadows mentioned in the Word.
. The Shadow of Salvation (lsa.
32:2)

A. Rock in desert, a symbol of pro-
tection, safety from burning
heat. Its shadow giving relief
from sun’s rays. lIsrael a buffer
state between two world powers.
God would be their Help and
Saviour if they would trust in
Him.

B. Christ is our Rock. The shadow
denotes fact that redemption is
not complete until glory.

Il. The Shadow of Security (Ps. 91:1)

A. Psalm emphasizes the protec-

tion and security of those who

trust in  God. Note such

phrases: “He is my refuge,”

“He shall cover thee,” “He shall
deliver thee.”
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B. The Almighty—denotes the
Strong One, the Breasted One,
the Strength-Giver. He is
abundantly able to keep us.

C. Security is based upon our
dwelling “in the secret place.”
God will keep us if we are
willing to be kept.

I1l. The Shadow of Satisfaction (Song

of Sol. 2:3)

A. No Eastern servant allowed to
sit down here unless invited by
master, thereby granting him
his friendship, etc.

B. We are invited by Christ to sit
down under His shadow to re-
ceive the good things of com-
munion and fellowship (John
15:15).

C. “Under his shadow”—skilled
gardeners tell us that the most
mellow fruit matures in shade
of leaves. We as Christians
grow only as we sit under His
shade.

Conclusion:

Soon the shadows give way to the
substance. Although these are very
real to us here and now, how much
more so when we meet face to face, and
enter fully into the “joy of our Lord.”

— Bert Collins

Copetown, Ontario

The Healing of the Paralytic
Luke 5:17-26

Introduction:

“Jesus went about doing good’ (Acts
10:38) sums up His marvelous work
among mankind during His earthly life.
This miracle is a vivid picture of His
“doing good.”

Scripture:

I. Power (1. 17)

A. Wherever Christ went, crowds
flocked around because He was
One who could help. Notice
Mark 2:2.

B. Hurried jaunt through Gospels
reveals His great and mighty

power. Notice:
1. Power to still storm (Luke
8:25).
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2. Power to preach (Luke 4
32).

C. We must have His power as we
preach if we hope to be success-
ful.

1. Paul displayed this power
(I Cor. 2:4).

2. If we possessed more power,
would we not have larger
crowds, even as Christ had?

1. Purpose (v. 18).

A. When people want something
badly enough they will take
the necessary pains to acquire
it.

1. To be a doctor one must
study hard, make sacrifices,
etc.

B. Coming to God we must exer-
cise the same determination as
these in the lesson.

1. These in lesson felt that if
they could get their friend
to Christ his need would be
met. Notice the many times
others were brought to
Christ and cast at His feet
to be healed.

2. Let us exercise more pur-
pose in working for Him.

A. G. Campbell Morgan’s Studies
in Luke says that Greek for
strange things is paradoxia,
from which we get paradox.

B. When the former two came to-
gether, this third is the result.
1. In the lesson, this man was

healed.

2. At Pentecost: the purpose
(with one accord), the pow-
er (the Holy Spirit), the
paradox (3,000 saved).

IIl. Paradox

Conclusion:

Let us by His grace bring these two
together more and God will provide the
paradoxes in transformed lives.

— Bert Collins

Copetown, Ontario

Temptations resisted always bring
new strength.— Anon.
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WOMEN WHO MADE BIBLE HISTORY
Harold J. Ockenga (Zondervan, 1962, 240 pages, cloth, $3.50)

There is not exactly a dearth in recent years of books on women of
the Bible. There is the familiar book All the Women of the Bible, which
gives but a brief biographical sketch of each one.

Several other authors have used the intriguing idea of making a selec-
tion of women of the Bible. This becomes a helpful, practical, and pertinent
character study far a day such as ours.

The well-known pastor from Boston gives us in this volume one of the
best studies of Biblical women that | have seen. He chooses twenty women.
His selection is one of the strong points of the book. They are not chosen
at random. Each woman has a particular characteristic from which he
makes a very splendid chapter.

In the development of each chapter there is a strong evangelical tone,
as would be expected from this author. The treatment is well outlined and
lends itself quite readily to sermonic development. The book shows that
the author has done extensive reading to gain a broad background for each
of these studies. He shows a sympathy without being syrupy. There is a
forthright denunciation of the evils that some of these women depicted.
Indeed here is a worthy book of resource help for any minister who would
like to preach from time to time on some female character of the Bible.

THE SAINTS EVERLASTING REST
Richard Baxter (Revell, 1962, 188 pages, cloth, $3.50)

This book has through long years been associated with the name of
Richard Baxter. It has, of course, been out of print for a long time. The
last printing of it was more than thirty years ago. This edition is abridged.
Parts two and three of the original have been eliminated almost entirely.
It was the feeling of the abridger that, in retaining the material that now
appears in this edition, he has retained the heart and soul of the original
book. Now it is available at a reasonable price for those who like to read
the penetrating thinking, the almost frightening honesty of men who lived
and ministered three hundred years ago.

For those who have not at any earlier time seen a copy of The Saints
Everlasting Rest, it should be recalled that this book was written when
Richard Baxter was only thirty-five years of age. It springs out of his
years of intense suffering and points the Christian pilgrim beyond this
troubled world to “the saints everlasting rest.”

LETTERS OF FAITH, COUNSEL, AND COURAGE
Ralph G. Turnbull (Baker, 1961, 80 pages, paper, $1.00)

This is one of a series known as the “Bible Companion Series,” edited
by Ralph G. Turnbull, the well-known pastor of First Presbyterian Church,
Seattle, Washington. In this little book are found thirteen full, extended
sermon outlines. All of these outlines are taken from the Pastoral Epistles
and the Book of Hebrews. This will be found especially helpful to the
man who likes something more than a brief outline, but does not especially
want to read an entire sermon.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Walter Luthi (John Knox Press, 1961, 104 pages, cloth, $2.50)

The author begins with the premise that this is a “heavenless genera-
tion,” and so stands tragically in the need of rediscovering the Lord’s
Prayer and finding a fresh acquaintance with our Heavenly Father. The
author also assumes that the world is desperately in need of a fresh rever-
ence for the name and holiness of God. In this study of the seven petitions
of the Lord’'s Prayer, these basic premises become the framework of his
writing.

Anything that exalts the grace of God is indeed worthwhile reading
for any holiness person. For that reason, this is an excellent book for any
Wesleyan minister. Its uncompromising revelation of the foolishness and
carnal evil of the human heart, and its unequivocal belief in the redemption
of Christ make it a stimulating volume. It will produce many sermon
seeds. While this is by no means the first book ever written on the Lord’s
Prayer, yet it will be discovered to be a fresh and stimulating study. It

will be a source of many new ideas—not only on prayer, but on the holiness
of God.—Lawrence B. Hicks

THE NEW TESTAMENT OCTAPLA
Luther A. Weigle (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1,490 pages, cloth, $20.00)

This is most certainly a specialized item. Here is the entire New
Testament in eight versions, arranged on facing pages. The eight versions
are: the Tyndale of 1525, the Great Bible (1539), the Geneva Bible (1560),
the Bishops’ Bible (1568), the Rheims of 1582, the King James (1611), the
American Standard Version (1901), and the Revised Standard Version
(1946).

There are some significant factors about this major volume. First, it
lets you see the development of translation from the Tyndale version,
which is here reprinted for the first time in book form. Secondly, the
Great Bible was actually the first authorized edition, being authorized by
Thomas Cromwell. The Geneva Bible, while never actually authorized, did
become the household Bible of the English-speaking peoples in its time.
The Bishops’' Bible was the one that was actually the basis for the revision
done in developing the King James Version.

Luther A. Weigle, dean of Yale University Divinity School, has had
wide experience in Bible translation. The distinct value of this volume is
for ministers who have a substantial allowance for library additions and
do not possess personally these eight distinctively valuable translations.

THE MAKING OF A MAN OF GOD
Alan Redpath (Revel, 1962)

The author of previous books of exposition on Joshua uses here studies
in the life of David. It is granted that there is to be found here a wealth
of sermonic material, but typical of Alan Redpath there is a persistent
eternal security thread that is woven throughout it. It is unfortunate that
a book with so much sermonic value must be spoiled with a leaven of
Calvinism so deeply intermixed.
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