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-Fnon fke-'y E D IT  O  R
Christian Education at Christmas

^ o m e t i m e  a g o  a father told me that when his little boy discovered there 
was no Santa Claus he burst into tears. When his father protested, 

“Don’t take it so hard! It isn’t that bad, is it?” The boy replied: “ I don’t care 
about Santa Claus! But what about this Jesus story?” His little mind per­
ceived that if one was fiction the other could be too.

Children love fantasy, but they also want reality. They enjoy pretense 
but intuitively distinguish between pretense and a lie. As Christians there­
fore we had better be cautious about mixing too much fiction with fact in our 
Christmas celebrations.

If we associate Santa Claus with our Sunday school Christmas programs, 
and weave a lot of fairy tale coloring in with the Bethlehem story, we will 
be saturating the emotional and associational patterns of our children with 
a mixture half pagan and half Christian. As they get older we expect them 
to outgrow their childish delight in all the imaginary trappings. But the 
whole thing has become part of themselves; it all determines the content 
of their memory and their nostalgic attachments; it all is part of the 
associational pattern which will trigger their emotional reactions even down 
to old age.

As children emerge into young adults they may tend to discard the true 
with the false, maintaining a tender memory of both, without discrimination. 
Or the attempt to disentangle the true Christmas from the pagan Christmas, 
and keep emotionally alive to the one while fostering sophistication to the 
other, may be a heart-rending, almost traumatic experience.

We can’t control what the world does; but the Church, at least, had 
better go all out to direct the attention of the children to Christ, not Santa 
Claus.

A Word About Our Book Review Policy

V V / h a t  o n e  r e a d s  is what he is becoming. This is terrifyingly true of 
preachers. Their mental fare (even if it’s largely TV and the news­

paper) will inevitably structure both the content and viewpoint of their 
preaching. Provide a list of a preacher’s current reading, and an accurate 
forecast of the tomorrows in that man’s ministry is easy. Not only the present 
impoverishment of much preaching can be explained, but many tragic defec­
tions could have been predicted, even years before there were noticeable 
outward signs.

If laymen need to build themselves up on their most holy faith, how 
much more imperative it is for the preacher to do so! But if a preacher reads 
books which undermine his faith, he is not building himself up on it. His 
reading should confirm, strengthen, and enlarge his faith, not weaken it.
2 (530) The Nazarene Preacher



Following the Annual Church Calendar

By J. B. Chapman*

Th e r e  i s  a n  a p p e a l  in seasons to practically everyone. There is no time 
when a sermon on the Resurrection will fit the mood of men quite 

so well as at Easter, and there is no time when a sermon on any phase 
of the life of Jesus will seem quite so fitting as on Christmas Sunday.

And yet there is a tendency to casualness that is weakening. It is 
as though people were expecting a sermon on the seasonal theme and were 
more or less prepared to resist its appeal. This is the other side of the 
proposition, for any preacher is dead as soon as he persists in doing only 
the usual and expected . . .

Christmas is a children’s festival. The day commemorates the birth 
of a Baby, and there are many touches of childhood in every attempt to 
observe the occasion. Let it be so. Make it even more so. Make the chil­
dren feel and know that the church recognizes them and needs them, and 
that Christ is concerned for them.

But I am just in the way of suggesting that there is a law by which 
things are seen more clearly in contrast than in any other way. And now 
and then—perhaps some will try it this year—it is a good thing to draw a 
picture with Christmas as the background, but with a theme that is in con­
trast. Think what a good time Christmas Sunday would be for preaching 
a missionary sermon! A few words about the glorious privileges Christmas 
represents to the followers of Christ, and then an abrupt turn to the 
subject of our consequent debt to the world, a picture of the indifference 
of the Church, of the needy and dying world, or of the general selfishness 
of mankind. Then an appeal and—a Christmas offering for missions. This 
would be a surprise to the people but it might be a welcome and useful 
surprise. Then Jesus himself frequently spoke of His second coming right 
in the same connection with references to His coming as the Saviour of 
men. So why not a sermon on the “Second Coming of Christ” at Christmas­
time? There would be, of course, the opening references to the birth in the 
manger; then there would be set up the hope and prospect of His soon 
coming in power and glory.

But I think the theme should be either a seasonal one or else one on 
some opposite phase of Christian truth. A mere ignoring of Christmas is 
crude and dumb and offensive. Either fall in with the prevailing channels 
of thought or else strike out boldly to cross them. Do not drift into the 
casual bearing of one who is not awake. The most stupendous event in the 
history of our earth is the visit Jesus Christ made to it, and the principal 
nations of the world date their letters and their legal documents from the 
calculation of Christmas. The occasion is worthy of all the emphasis it is 
possible to give it.

♦Deceased; form er general superintendent, Church o f the Nazarene, and first editor of 
the Nazarene Preacher (the Preacher’s Magazine). This editorial first appeared in the 
December issue, 1935.



If a man is going to be a holiness preacher he must read holiness books. 
If he is going to be a Nazarene preacher he should read Nazarene literature. 
This is reasonable. A  good husband should prefer his wife’s cooking to that 
of all the other neighborhood women. If he surfeits himself on their cooking 
first, then because his appetite is jaded complains that his wife’s cooking is 
uninteresting, he is not being fair and no one will blame the wife if she feels 
ill-used.

Really, it is just another case of the grass being greener on the other side 
of the fence. But while this fancy seems to be a universal human weakness, 
it is an immature one, which both husbands and preachers should be able to 
shake.

No apology therefore is needed for the policy of reviewing selected 
Beacon Hill publications in this magazine along with Abingdon, Baker, 
Zondervan, and others. The presentation of these works in district assemblies 
and by means of periodical advertising is not sufficient to capture the atten­
tion of all the Nazarene preachers who need them. This is not mere 
“ sales promotion” ; it is content promotion. Moreover it is strictly the 
editor’s personal conviction, not an imposed policy of the Publishing House.

With all due respect to both authors and publishers, many of the books 
reviewed or noted in this magazine are of passing value. Some are Calvinistic 
in basic orientation. They have value for the preacher as resources for 
illustrations, and as a means of knowing what others are thinking. It is en­
tirely proper to review them in a journal such as this, for we should have 
some selective acquaintance with what is happening in the field of religious 
publishing.

But for Nazarene preachers to line their shelves— and their minds—with 
these non-Nazarene and non-holiness books while bypassing the solid, main­
line works bearing the Beacon Hill imprint is not good sense from any 
possible standpoint. Breadth in our reading is to be sought, but not at the

(Continued on page 16)

Down the Road to Bethlehem
A Christian Christmas to you—
Go down the road to Bethlehem.
It’s quiet there,

Except for angel-songs in lofty key 
Outsoaring far the shepherds’ jubilee

It’s wondrous there,
W here wise men kneel, their endless journey through,
And rise, how changed! The heavens and earth are new!

It’s holy there,
As Mary whispers, rapt in prayer, in fear,
“ The riddle of the world lies answered there.”

Go down the road to Bethlehem:
It’s God who’s there.

—Author unknown
December, 1964 (531) 3



The pastor should cap ita lize  
on special seasons—especia lly  
Christm as and N ew  Y e a r—by m eans 
of effective v isua l aids

When You Celebrate

By Fred Smith*

n p o  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s  the oppor- 
tunity comes often to celebrate 

worthily and educationally the main 
events and symbols of their faith. It 
is to be regretted that not all churches 
take full advantage of this recurring 
privilege. Through the past decade 
I have had opportunity to visit 
churches of various denominations at 
the special seasons of the church 
year, and I have taken special notice 
of the way in which they celebrated 
the significant events of their faith. 
From these observations I have gath­
ered the following suggestions.

My first observation is for church 
leaders to link themselves definitely, 
yet not dogmatically, to the cycle of 
the main events which tend to in­
crease the strength of their Christian 
faith. Some denominations make a 
ritualistic and liturgical point of ob­
serving, in full, the Christian year. 
Some church leaders however do this 
in but a perfunctory way. It is ex­
pected of them to go through the 
arrangement. They do their duty, 
and that is the end of the matter. 
Somnolence is induced in the con­
gregation instead of spirituality.

But this can be avoided. First, let 
us look at the festive season of 
Christmas. If your church observes 
Advent, all the better for the ob­
servance of the Christ-coming sea-

•Elder, Laguna Beach, California.
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son. I am thinking here not only of 
the apt use of hymn, scripture, and 
sermon, but of the visual approach 
of this season. This is the season 
wherein the coming of the Christ 
child can be objectively presented in 
an aesthetic and educational way.

I recall going into a church where­
in this had been accomplished say 
about 50 percent. On the service 
sheet the suggestion was given that 
we visit the lower narthex to see dis­
played there a Nativity scene that 
was (I found later) very much 
worthwhile. Parents were specially 
exhorted to take their children.

Summing up my observations later 
I found myself asking why the Nativ­
ity scene had been made a side-show, 
so to speak, instead of being made 
central in the worship service. This 
particular presentation was worthy of 
a place either on or around the altar. 
Instead, there was a decorative set­
up at the altar that was a worthwhile 
presentation of beauty, but it had no 
religious significance. It did not pre­
sent the Nativity scene. I have ob­
served that some churches at this 
season present the Nativity scene in 
some convenient location at the side 
of the church. That is at least a 
position where it can usually be seen. 
But my preference is to make this 
event of the coming of the Christ 
child central in the church as it is 
central in the Church’s faith.

The Nazarene Preacher



Another great festive season of the 
Church is Holy Week, as it culmi­
nates in the glad service on Easter. 
In most communities where palms 
are available, Palm Sunday is made 
educationally and aesthetically signif­
icant by the appropriate use of palms 
on that day. Coming to the Thursday

service of that week, the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper can be made 
historically significant by making 
this observance a special one. Here 
is a possible way: In a suitable room 
of the church, tables can be arranged 
in the shape of a cross, around which 

(Continued on page 45)

A  healthy perspective—the best 
cure for "prom otionitis"

There's No Promotion
By W. Lee Gann*

Fo r  d a y s  letters and telephone calls had been coming in from all over the 
country extending congratulations as a result of having received the honor of 

being appointed successor to Dr. Melza Brown of the Hawaiian District. Some 
of these messages contained the word “promotion,” which was sincerely ex­
pressed. Thinking of the greatness of the men who make up our corps of district 
superintendents and the strategic work they perform for the church, I supposed 
there was a sense of promotion involved.

Then it hit me! Last Sunday night after a long and trying altar service, 
one in which the devil seemed to refuse to give way, and didn’t until after 
more than an hour of intensive prayer, a young lady who had prayed through 
asked for a few moments’ conference in my study before going home. She was 
quite “broken up,” and as I waited for her to compose herself enough to talk 
with me I subconsciously turned a name plate around until it faced me. There 
it was . . . my name and under it one word, “PASTOR.” For the first time 
since receiving word of my appointment it dawned upon me that within a few 
weeks I would no longer be a pastor. The thought of all of the connotations 
involved so completely overwhelmed me until I fell forward on my desk and wept. 
I think the young lady wondered then who needed help most.

In a brief moment of retrospect I recalled twenty-three years and eight 
months without a single Sunday that I was not someone’s pastor. From that first 
little home mission church with eight members, no church, no parsonage, and 
no salary, right on through to congregations of somewhat larger proportion, I 
recalled serving people as their pastor in a way I could not have done in any 
other capacity of service. I remembered weddings, dedications, baptisms, funerals, 
all-night vigils with the sick, opening our home to the homeless, showing concern 
to some who felt no one cared, and on and on the list went.

Even at that moment, here was a young lady with whom I had patiently 
worked, counselled, and prayed for a year and had seen her come from a person 
of deep moods, even suicidal tendencies, to a person emotionally relaxed, having 
found peace for her troubled soul through Christ.

Though I consider my new assignment to be an honor, and a task to which 
I will give my best, I still contend that there is no promotion from the pastorate. 
So, though it will not be appropriate for a while, I’ll keep that name plate that 
contains my name and the word “PASTOR,” for someday possibly, in the 
providence of the Almighty, I might get “promoted” again and once again have 
the privilege of being a pastor.

‘ District Superintendent, Hawaii District.

December, 1964 (533) 5



A  profound experience 
sim ply described

The Baptism of Pure Love

Grant Swank*

Peter said:

Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto un­
feigned love of the brethren, see 
that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently  (I Pet. 1:22).

I n  t h i s  s h o r t  E p i s t l e ,  Peter very 
pointedly encouraged his readers to 
“ love . . . with a pure heart . . 
This brief admonition stated quite 
simply the doctrine of sanctification 
in capsule form, especially when one 
considers the two primary words, 
“pure love.”

Unfortunately it seems to be that, 
in the opinions of some, the doctrine 
of sanctification is regarded as being 
so complex that one can hardly begin 
to explain it. Now it is true that our 
language is never adequate to explain 
fully any religious experience. Our 
words fall too short. They are mere 
midgets when placed up against the 
realities themselves. Nevertheless we 
do use words to explain other areas 
of life, whether it may be the most 
complex theorem in geometry, or a 
formula in chemistry, or theory of 
psychology. Therefore we cannot 
afford to hesitate to use language in 
clarifying the realms of the Spirit. 
To merely dismiss the sanctified life 
as being “ better felt than telt” is to

•This essay was awarded second place in the 
1963-64 Nazarene Theological Seminary essay con­
test.
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do injustice to the power of language 
and to the minds which the Lord 
gave us.

Actually, as in the case of most of 
the New Testament message, the 
doctrine of sanctification can be 
stated quite simply. In the words of 
Peter, sanctification is pure love.

To take either word without the 
other may be somewhat disastrous. 
For instance, if we were to speak of 
sanctification only in terms of purity, 
we could slip unconsciously into the 
groove of legalistic thinking. That is, 
in order to be certain that we were 
always pure, we would be going 
around constantly with some type of 
measuring stick to see if we meas­
ured up to the level of purity. Now 
there is nothing wrong with “ taking 
stock” of our spiritual conditions. In 
fact most of us have our negligence 
at this point. But there are those 
few unhappy individuals who are 
always measuring themselves and, 
unfortunately, others as well.

Sanctification is not legalism! To 
be sanctified does not mean being 
tied to a measuring rod so that one 
does not enjoy the liberty of the 
Spirit. For one to make sanctifica­
tion synonymous with a set of rules 
is to miss the very life force of 
sanctification.

Sanctification involves keeping to 
a set of rules. Yet it means much 
more than this. Sanctification in­
volves being introspective, and yet 
much more. For rules, “ stop” signs, 
yardsticks, and plumb lines all by

The Nazarene Preacher



themselves may keep one from doing 
wrong; but left by themselves they 
produce very little light, life, and 
love.

That is why we must consider the 
second word in the brief phrase 
“pure love.” Love is the dynamic, 
the life force of sanctification. One 
does not keep himself unspotted 
from the world by sitting in a corner 
whipping his back with five lashes 
morning, noon, and night. But one 
does keep himself pure because of 
love toward a loving Father. Love 
puts the loyalty in purity. Love 
puts the life in purity. Love gives 
purity its radiance, glow, and courage 
to remain pure.

However, consider the expression 
without the word “ pure.” This would 
let “ love” remain alone. This love, 
unguarded by the force of purity, 
can degenerate into mere sentimen­
tality. It then becomes a counter­
feit, pseudo-love, a love gone astray, 
“ unstable in all its ways.” Persons 
with such diluted love give merely 
lip service to God. Their actions are 
governed by the weather or feelings. 
They pray when they feel like it or 
if in a tight squeeze. They go to 
church when in the whim or when 
there is nothing else to do. They 
read only the twenty-third psalm or 
some other familiar passage, but 
rarely go out of their way to revel 
in other jewels of the Scripture. 
They rarely witness; and if so, usually 
for some personal gain. They run to 
God when the bombs are about to 
fall; but when peace reigns through­
out the earth, their allegiance is 
pitifully slight.

“Pure love”— the words can hardly 
be divorced. They are like magnets 
attracting each other. Purity needs 
the life flow, the impetus, the force 
and glow of love. Love needs the 
discipline, the “ brass tacks,” the 
courage and genuineness of purity.
December, 1964

“ Love one another with. a. pure 
heart fervently.”

How does one experience' this 
pure love set free by the Holy Spirit? 
Here again we realize the simplicity 
of the gospel. Commitment is nec­
essary. If one makes a complete sur­
render, God will respond, in 
accordance with His own exact tim­
ing, with His Spirit of pure love.

Complexity, however, may appear 
here at two instances which are both 
under the control of the seeker. 
First, complexity may arise because 
of unwillingness to commit every­
thing. However, this point is con­
sidered briefly; for if one wants to 
hold on to some earthly idol, whether 
popularity with the crowd, an evil' 
habit, pride in one’s looks, wardrobe, 
new car, house, or occupation, then 
that is exactly what he will do. Con­
sequently he is not in the truest 
sense a seeker, but merely a dabbler 
with the idea of commitment.

The second complexity may arise 
by the seeker’s sincere attempt to 
“work up” within himself the bap­
tism with the Holy Spirit. He may 
frustrate himself by yielding to all 
kinds of needless tension because he 
is trying so very hard to control 
God’s timing. God asks the seeker 
only to commit his all. God does not 
tell the seeker to tell Him when to 
make the Spirit’s baptism experi­
enced.

For some individuals the Spirit 
baptizes with pure love while they 
are making their way to an altar of 
prayer. Perhaps they whisper a 
prayer of commitment to God during 
the sermon. When the invitation is 
given, they find themselves experi­
encing the baptism with the Spirit 
as they step out from where they 
have been sitting to pray at the altar.

Others may experience the baptism 
while at the altar, after praying for 
possibly one, ten, or perhaps fifteen

(535) 7



minutes. The Spirit breaks into their 
awareness with the fullness of His 
pure love. These persons leave the 
altar testifying to the fact that they 
committed everything to God. God 
in turn responded with His presence 
in sanctifying fullness.

Yet there are others who come to 
an altar in all honesty. They come 
to commit themselves. In their own 
minds they are certain there is noth­
ing between their souls and God. 
Yet there is no difference in their 
emotions. They do feel a sense of 
relief in that they know for certain 
that a commitment has been made. 
Other than that assurance, however, 
there is no difference experientially.

At this crucial point it must be 
made plain that God is in control of 
the timing of the Spirit’s baptism. 
There must be no allowance for de­
feat or despair. Instead, after praying 
his prayer of commitment, that in­
dividual must rise to his feet, leave 
that altar, and go home. He must 
promise God that in the days ahead 
he will meet regularly in prayer each 
day. He will pray in a spirit of con­
fidence, realizing that if he is faithful 
in seeking, God will make himself 
known in a definite way so that there 
will be absolutely no doubt as to the 
experience of the Spirit’s baptism.

Satan must not be given a wedge 
with which to cause the seeker to 
retreat, surrendering to the devil 
rather than to God. If the individual 
is faithful in prayer, in the course of

God’s own exact timing, the Holy 
Spirit of pure love will be experi­
enced. This is the promise of God. 
He will baptize. Only He knows 
when the seeker is in the most 
appropriate position to receive the 
precious gift of pure love. A  period 
of a few hours or days may be needed 
before the individual understands the 
actual implications of complete sur­
render. God’s timing is never wrong.

The essence of sanctification may 
be stated simply. It is pure love giv­
en by the Holy Spirit to the believer. 
To emphasize purity without love is 
to stress legalism. To emphasize 
love without purity is to stress sen­
timentality. Pure love in the heart 
of the believer is God’s presence in 
sanctifying fullness.

The baptism with the Holy Spirit 
is the experience of receiving God’s 
pure love. The occurrence of the 
baptism is in keeping with God’s 
exact timing. Only God knows when 
the believer is ready to receive the 
baptism. However God’s promises 
are sure; therefore the believer must 
continue in regular times of prayer 
until God sees that the believer’s 
heart is ready to receive this baptism. 
God’s pure love is so precious that it 
can be given only to those spiritually 
responsible persons who realize the 
actual involvement in total surrend­
er. Shallow, irregular seeking will 
never result in the baptism. Only 
earnest, confident prayers will result 
in the baptism of pure love.

You can’t trust your emotions any more than you can your intellect 
as the way to God. The way to God is solely through the Word of God.

— Samuel Young

8 (536) The Nazarene Preacher



Christian Communication 

in the Light of the Incarnation

By David K. Kline*

Part One

Re v e l a t i o n  is the result of the divine 
desire to make known, to commun­

icate. The incarnation of God in Christ 
is the supreme act of revelation and 
communication.

The purpose of this article is to con­
sider these two propositions and to 
focus attention on their close inter­
relationship.

Basically, the word “communication” 
comes from the same word as “fellow­
ship,” and it implies the idea of having 
“community” with another. It is always 
used to refer to active participation of 
two parties. The results of this fellow­
ship between two or more active part­
ners always depend both on the cooper­
ation of the receiver and on the action 
of the giver, sharing being necessary to 
the fulfillment of a purpose or to its 
denial. T h e r e f o r e  communication, 
whether between God and man (Incar­
nation) or man and God (existential 
relationships), is mutually active partic­
ipation.

Paul urges his fellow Christians not to 
forget to communicate “ to the necessity 
of the saints” (Rom. 12:13). He also 
exhorts his student friends in Galatia to 
communicate with their teachers “in all 
good things” (Galatians 6:6). The writ­
er to the Hebrews likewise reveals to 
his readers that they can please God 
himself if they will remember to do 
good and to communicate with others 
(Heb. 13:16). In each of these three 
examples the idea in the original is 
association with others, in terms of aid 
and relief, in things which are of mutual 
concern.

•Pastor, Central Park Church o f the Nazarene, 
Houston, Texas.

This same word, “communicate” or 
“fellowship,” is used to describe our 
mutual relationship to God.

Peter urges believers to be “partakers 
of Christ’s sufferings” (I Pet. 4:13); that 
is, we are to be in communication with, 
to have fellowship with, Christ in His 
sufferings. Heb. 2:14 points out that 
this is right and just; for as we are 
sharers in (have communication with) 
death, so Christ for our sakes partook 
of the same death!

Negatively, in I Tim. 5:22, Paul ex­
horts us never to partake of (be in 
communication with or become impli­
cated in, or be a party to) others’ sins, 
or others’ evils. (See also II John.)

Mutual concern is always in evidence 
where believers are in vital communi­
cation with Christ the Lord. Good 
deeds, acts of giving, sharing, concern 
for the best interests of others are evi­
dence of a vitally Christian situation.

Christianity is not really vital unless 
it is communicating this atmosphere of 
love and good works. “Behold how they 
love one another” is the Early Church 
picture of Christianity in action. The 
Christian society of that day was giving 
forth a living witness to Christ—was 
communicating His message of love, 
goodness, and living hope to the world.

Christian communication with our 
Lord is thus obviously seen to be the 
source of Christian works and in itself 
has validity and necessity. Since God- 
man communication demands action, 
however, it is not static or complete in 
itself but must be shared with others to 
fulfill its inner nature. This Christward 
communication must be expressed in 
person-to-person relationships of good­
ness, long-suffering, mercy, and a gen­
eral attitude of trust and love-in-action

December, 1964 (537) 9



with others, “especially . . . the house­
hold of faith” (Gal. 6:10).

It is the same in the Old Testament, 
where we see Ezekiel, who “sat where 
they sat,” identifying himself with the 
people and their concerns in order to 
communicate God’s message to them. 
Also Jethro advised Moses to relate him­
self both to the people and to God—“Be 
thou for the people to Godward” (Exod. 
18:19).

Thus in both Old Testament and New 
Testament there is a similar picture of 
the Christian sense of communication. 
It is based on a sense of mutual concern 
and of sharing others’ problems, with 
the power and thrust supplied by iden­
tifying oneself with the message and 
purpose of the eternal God.

Consider some of the acts of God 
which define His purpose to communi­
cate.

Actually, the above definition of the 
word “communicate” is a revelation of 
the Old Testament God in action—God 
communicating himself to needy man­
kind. It was “in the cool of the day” 
that the Lord God was wont to reveal 
himself to Adam and Eve. The Creator- 
God was walking in a garden He him­
self had made. His purpose was to 
establish contact, to converse, with the 
human beings which He had also made. 
Herein is revealed a significant part of 
the divine desire to communicate, to 
make His purpose known to man.

In Genesis 12 the Lord said unto 
Abraham:

“I will shew thee”—a land;
“I will make . . . thee”—a name;

(and)
“I will bless thee, and . . . thy name.” 

Abraham understood the message—the 
call of God—and obeyed. He “departed 
. . . and . . . went forth” unto a land 
and life he had not previously known. 
Why? Because he understood and 
obeyed God’s inner communication.

At a later time Moses said to God, 
“What is . . . [thy] name [and] what 
shall I say?” (Exod. 3:13) God’s answer 
means, “I am the Eternal, the past, 
present, and future, always with you” 
(see v. 14).
10 (538)

On the strength of this communication 
Moses and Aaron were able to say to 
Pharaoh: “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Let my people go.” And as the 
people went, the eternal God was in 
communication with them in various 
ways: The “glory of the Lord” ap­
peared in the cloud by day “and by 
night in a pillar of fire” (Exod. 13:21); 
there were “thunders and lightnings,” 
a “voice spoke to them” ; also, “Moses 
spake to God,” and “God answered him 
by a voice” (see Exodus 19). Then 
Moses “wrote all the words of the Lord,” 
and the laws and judgments of God 
were for the first time put into literary 
form.

Throughout the Old Testament we 
often read, “The Lord spake . . .” Lis­
tening men of God discerned His mes­
sage and communicated it to others. 
Time after time we read that to a proph­
et came “the word of the Lord.” Jere­
miah prophesies: “The days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant . . . and I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts” (Jer. 31:31-33). These words 
were written down and passed on from 
generation to generation. Thus a divine 
literature began, and the Revelation was 
objectively conveyed to others in writ­
ten words.

Then “in the fulness of time” the 
manifestation of God’s will and self was 
fully revealed in Jesus Christ. “The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory) . . .” 
(John 1:14). The Word became flesh 
and was a new Manifestation of eternal 
existence. The Word—Logos—that was 
absolute in existence “with God” in 
eternity, “pitched a tent,” as it were, 
in human history and “dwelt among” 
men.

The “Word” was God’s direct self­
revelation to man. This was His self­
communication: to be heard, “the 
Word” ; to be shared, “the life” ; to be 
seen, “ the light” ; to be worshipped, “the 
Son” ; to be obeyed and loved, “ the 
only Begotten” ; to be accepted in full 
understanding and faith, “the Lamb.”

In this historical act we see the 
“Divine Encounter” of God with man,
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God’s evaluation of the need to com­
municate, and how He accomplished it.

In general, the purposes inherent 
within divine communication are as sure 
as revelation itself. God-in-action in 
His Son has so evaluated His plan to

reestablish fellowship with man that 
there can be no question of God’s pur­
pose or method if we will but receive 
the same as communicated.

(To be concluded next month)

G reat hearts m ake 
great pastors

Guideposts to a More Effective Ministry

By Raymond C. Kratzer*

No. 11. Shepherd Hearts

D e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  biblical descrip- 
tion of the minister is that of a 

shepherd or a pastor. Both the Old 
and New Testaments emphasize this 
aspect of God’s servant, which 
reaches its apex in the exemplary life 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who is the Chief Shepherd of souls. 
We are His undershepherds.

Peter in the mellowing years of his 
life writes to the elders these warm 
words of wisdom: “ Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; neither as being 
lords over God’s heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away” (I Pet. 5:2-4).

The Oriental shepherd possessed a 
love for his flock that has no counter­
part in our methods of sheep raising

♦Superintendent, Northwest District.
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today. Ours has become a mass pro­
gram with little emphasis upon the 
individual sheep and its needs. I am 
wondering if the same change is tak­
ing place in the relationship of pastor 
to people in this souped-up age. The 
emphasis upon administration, pro­
motion, quotas, etc. has a tendency to 
blur the main issues. There is danger 
of becoming solely an administrator, 
rather than a pastor or shepherd.

Although the work of the Church 
is the biggest business in the world, 
we dare not correlate its basic pur­
poses with that of the secular business 
world. We are in the “ work of the 
Lord” and our values are not always 
parallel with the measuring devices 
of the world. How can you measure 
love, sacrifice, devotion, or altruism? 
These are qualities and emphases that 
might not pay off in terms of dollars 
and cents; but in God’s accounting 
records they will find themselves on 
the credit side of the ledger in the 
eternal payoff, and here and now the
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investor will sense the dividends of 
inward peace and satisfaction.

The pastor with a shepherd heart 
will love his flock and will manifest 
great care for them. Jesus told Saul 
of Tarsus that He appeared unto him 
for the purpose of making him “ a 
minister.” Perhaps our greatest clue 
to what this involves is found in the 
words of Jesus when He said, “ I come 
not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister . . and, “ He who would be 
great among you, let him be the 
servant of all.” “ Minister” and “ serv­
ant” are somewhat synonymous.

At times this aspect of the ministry 
is overworked. Some church mem­
bers think the preacher is a chore 
boy because he has time to do a lot 
of things that others who work out 
cannot do. In our first pastorate 
someone asked our son, Ron, what his 
daddy did. In his four-year-old lan­
guage and insight, he said, “ He 
peaches (preaches) and cleans the 
church.” I remember one elderly 
lady of the town who thought noth­
ing of asking me to take her to a 
distant city 80 miles away. When we 
got home after driving 160 miles and 
wrecking the day as well as my 
purse, she would hand me $2.00 and 
say, “ Here’s the pay for your trip. 
Don’t mention it. I just wanted to do 
that for you.” Evidently she thought 
my car ran on its reputation.

However, the matter of being of 
service is a part of the ministry. And 
I have never felt that I was giving too 
much to do some menial task, to run 
some errand, to wear out my car 
bringing people to Sunday School, 
etc., because I learned years ago that 
you can’t get ahead of the Lord. If 
one serves with a thrill, he discovers 
that things come back to him that 
more than compensate for what he 
has done.

I can think of two or three fellows 
who had the idea that when they

entered the ministry with their cre­
dentials in hand, with a call and the 
approval of the district superintend­
ent, they would not let people run 
over them. They made up their 
minds to demand a certain wage and 
would permit no over-demands on 
their energies. People must respect 
their position! Well, all I know is 
that they are out of the ministry 
today.

I recall a story of a young man 
who was a doctor and, upon com­
pletion of his training, came to a 
small community to begin his prac­
tice. An older doctor had been there 
many years and had a monoply on 
the business. Consequently he did 
about as he pleased and did not strain 
himself to be of service to his patients. 
He ridiculed the idea of another doc­
tor coming into the community. But 
when the first call came to the young 
physician, he hitched his horses in a 
mad rush and hastened at top speed 
to the sick person. People said, 
“You ’ll wear out your horses; take 
it easy!” He replied, “Life is at stake, 
and I can buy another pair of horses.” 
Soon his practice was so large that 
he could hardly care for it, while the 
other doctor was practically out of 
the picture.

Pastor, don’t be afraid to expend 
yourself beyond the line of duty. 
Serve eagerly, even if others fail to 
appreciate it. God’s a-writin’ all the 
time. Anyway, if you have a shep­
herd heart, you will share because you 
care.

Concern and diligence in your 
present assignment will pave the way 
to greater usefulness in the outreach 
of your ministry. It is a sad com­
mentary on a minister who considers 
his present pastorate a steppingstone 
to some other church. Much ineffec­
tive work is the result of “ eyeing” 
some dream church with fond hopes 
that your present drudgery will be
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solved someday by a move to this 
utopia. The sure way to solve this 
problem is to make your present 
church the ideal that beckons you.

Dr. Charles E. Jefferson in sum­
ming up the various aspects of the 
pastor as a shepherd says this includes 
being a watchman, a guard, a guide, 
a physician of the sheep, a saviour 
who leads in rescue, a feeder of the 
sheep, and a lover of the sheep. 
Three of these aspects stand out in 
my thinking: viz., that of guard, 
physician, and feeder.

The matter of being a guard in the 
shepherd relationship of the pastor 
includes the guardianship of one’s 
own life and spirit. The fact that 
“ consistency is a jewel” is nowhere 
more sparkling than in a pastor’s 
home. There is nothing sadder than 
a pastor’s family who must bow its 
head in shame at the double standard 
held by the head of their church and 
home. He should strive to make his 
relationship to his home and the 
home itself “ Exhibit A ” of God’s 
original institution.

The protector spirit of the shep­
herd should exert itself when danger 
comes to the flock. There are times 
when the entire church becomes in­
volved in great issues and is threat­
ened by some wolf who would divide 
and destroy the group. These are 
times when the pastor must seek 
God’s help in a greater measure and 
use extreme caution in saving the 
whole. Then there are the times 
when individuals are threatened by 
a lion or a bear. Many of these issues 
can be solved through prayer and 
directed preaching anointed by the 
Holy Spirit. If personal counsel is 
needed, loving care should be the 
order without making a church issue 
out of it, if this can possibly be avoid­
ed. And it usually can be.

The second aspect of the shepherd- 
pastor that is so important is that of

being a physician of the sheep. The 
minister operates in the area of hurt 
hearts and troubled minds. In this 
regard he is not to consider himself 
an authority on psychiatry or mental 
illness. On the other hand he should 
not throw up his hands too readily 
and suggest that some who come to 
him should see a psychiatrist; for 
there are many times that the psy­
chiatrist throws up his hands and 
sends his patients to the minister. 
Remember we have God.

Again it should be said that great 
care needs to be used in administer­
ing cures. II Tim. 2:24-26 instructs: 
“And the servant of the Lord must 
not strive; but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, patient, in meek­
ness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowl­
edging of the truth; and that they 
may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will.”

In the third place the pastor with 
a shepherd-heart will be a feeder of 
the sheep. I think one of the finest 
compliments that I ever received, un­
worthy though I was, came from one 
of the spiritual ladies of the church, 
a licensed minister and a wonderful 
Bible student. She said in my pres­
ence to someone else: “ My pastor is 
a wonderful Joseph. He shovels out 
plenty of grain to his people to feed 
their hungry souls.” I went home 
that day determined to keep the 
storehouse of my mind and heart full, 
so that when I preached to my peo­
ple, they would receive grain, rather 
than straw or chaff. With such a 
supply within reach of heart and 
mind, we are without excuse if peo­
ple come to us for bread and they 
find the cupboard bare. Let us learn 
to lead our people to green pastures, 
beside the still waters. Let us keep 
our own souls nourished on God’s
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Word. When we stand before the 
great Shepherd of the Skies, He will 
say, “ Well done!”

The pastor with a shepherd heart 
will know his sheep. He will study 
their strengths and weaknesses. It 
goes without saying that individuality 
is a God-given endowment. Some 
persons by nature have great qual­
ities of leadership. They are fearless 
and outgoing in their approach to 
life. Others are timid, shy, and pre­
fer working in the shadows. Each of 
these extremes and all of those in 
between should be considered in the 
light of their greatest strengths when 
tasks are assigned. Sometimes those 
who work in the shadows do a great­
er work than the extrovert. The 
shepherd will seek to elicit the co­
operation of all, so that their service 
will be relaxed, joyous, and blessed 
of God.

A  warm heart that yearns over the 
members of his church, always eager

to see each person grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Lord, will 
encircle with cords of love the loyal­
ty and devotion of those over whom 
he ministers. I spent a few days visit­
ing with a pastor in the homes of 
his congregation. He didn’t stay long, 
but there was a warm glow in the 
whole contact. Before we left, he 
called all of the members of the fam­
ily to stand in a circle, and as we 
clasped hands, prayer was offered. 
Melted hearts evidenced the strong 
ties of love between pastor and peo­
ple which revealed to me a part of 
the secret of his great success in 
building a growing church.

May God help our pastors to con­
sider themselves as undershepherds 
of the great Shepherd of souls. May 
they be touched by the needs of 
others and love so deeply that, when 
in the providence of God they must 
leave, they shall ever be remembered 
as pastors with a shepherd heart.

How to Write for Publication

By George C. Desmond*

T V T e a r l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  I was 
employed as a precision inspec­

tion foreman at the big Dodge- 
Chrysler plant on the south side of 
Chicago. We made motors for the 
B-29 airplane. One day our depart­
mental bulletin board carried a huge 
poster which set us all to laughing:

A  chair is such a benefit,
A  downright handy place to sit 
For those of contemplative minds— 
Especially with tired behinds.
Now believe me, those folks were 

not wanting us to spend more time

♦Pastor, Methodist church, Hillsdale, Illinois.
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sitting around on our backsides. But 
today I find that the chair is one 
article of furniture which proves it­
self a great asset to the would-be 
writer. For the only way a man can 
learn to write is by writing; he must 
write, and write, and write some 
more. The man who gives up easily 
will never become a writer.

How does one write? How does 
one find the secret to unlock the 
rusty, barred doorway of an editor’s 
stony heart? What are the secrets 
whereby the professionals find checks 
instead of rejection slips in their 
morning mail? Believe me, the way
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is not as easy as some may think, but 
it is not as hard as many of us fear. 
There are essentials to be mastered— 
three, I believe. One must have 
ideas, one needs certain skills, and 
one must possess tenacity. Herein 
lies the entire secret.

I. The Writer Needs Ideas

Without ideas, writing has no more 
point than does a hen trying to set 
on a brass doorknob. Some of us try 
to substitute emotion for ideas; we 
get all excited, splashing word after 
word across the page, never saying a 
thing. Then there are those of us 
who have nothing to offer except big 
words, dug slowly from a dictionary; 
the musty murk of our offerings 
leaves the poor editor gasping for air. 
But ideas, freshly new ideas—here is 
the greatest secret of successful writ­
ing.

Every acceptable article requires 
an idea, an organizing core to give it 
significance and coherence. But some 
of us who would write make a differ­
ent mistake; recognizing the impor­
tance of a good idea, we try to crowd 
all of our ideas into one article, to 
tell everything we know in the first 
thousand words. I will grant you that 
some of us have so very little knowl­
edge that we could easily do this; 
still, good writing must be something 
more than complete hodgepodge.

We find ideas all around us; we 
have only to keep our minds and ears 
open. But the idea then must become 
our own! We often get new ideas 
from our reading or from hearing 
others speak. But only when that 
idea manages to seep its way into our 
being, only when it has taken on 
significance in our own lives, does it 
become the root and core of a useful 
article. The writer does not simply 
retell a story he has heard, or recount 
a scene which he has witnessed. He

takes over that idea or that scene, 
and makes it his own. He breathes 
into it his living self; the writer finds 
a skeleton, and clothes it with sinew 
and muscle.

II. The Writer Needs Skills

I have found that writing is a good 
deal akin to preaching, my own call­
ing. The successful writer, like the 
successful minister, builds for him­
self a good vocabulary. I do not 
mean at all that he must become a 
collector of words for the mere 
words’ sake. I can remember only 
too well one lad in a practice preach­
ing class, lo, these many years ago, 
whose sermon was so filled with 
ripened verbiage that even our pro­
fessor began nodding. If a congrega­
tion does not understand, the min­
ister’s sermon has no meaning; and 
if the reading public cannot under­
stand, the writer’s story will never 
get past the editor’s desk.

A  newspaper reporter gave me a 
tip along this line last fall. He had 
noticed that some of my articles 
sounded rather “preachy,”  and sug­
gested that I go through every piece, 
when it was completed, underlining 
every word of four or more syllables. 
Then I was to rewrite the article, try­
ing to replace those longer words 
with shorter ones, or with phrases 
made up of smaller words. As he put 
it, “ George, most people who buy 
magazines and newspapers have bare­
ly finished high school; they won’t 
know what you are talking about. 
After all, you wouldn’t use a big- 
game rifle for rabbits, would you?”

We have almost no need at all for 
those grand-sounding words and 
phrases, but we do need to work 
constantly at building our vocabu­
laries with the common language 
used every day by folk around us. 
When I start to write of a tree, I can

December, 1964 (543) 15



say only once that it is big. Then I 
need some other word to express its 
size. The tree becomes immense, a 
giant, tall and stately, spreading its 
beauty across the evening sky. Its 
branches become green, with arms 
reaching toward the blue heavens; 
its gaudy crown scrapes the rainbow 
from the sky; it spreads protecting 
arms over a weary earth. When I 
write like this, my reader’s eyes be­
gin to see the majesty of my tree. He 
no longer hears words; he sees pic­
tures.

It is at this point that writing be­
comes a great adventure. The be­
ginner must build his vocabulary, but 
he must also master the art of ex­
pression. An idea is a cold, dead sort 
of thing until a writer picks it up. 
The author molds words about it, as 
a sculptor molds clay about a wire 
frame, giving the idea body and 
beauty.

During my freshman year at the 
University of Illinois a speech in­
structor told a group of us that there 
were three basic rules for public 
speaking. He called them the “ Three 
C’s”— “ Be Calm, Be Clear, and Be 
Seated.” Good expression means 
clarity, simplicity. Get to the point, 
say what must be said, and then stop.

III. The Writer Needs Tenacity
That simply means patience, the 

willingness to keep on working. I 
write only a little, regularly. My

working average is something just 
over a thousand words a week. I am 
a minister, and writing is a hobby, 
not a profession. But still I manage 
to keep about 60,000 words in the 
mails. (At the moment, my records 
show that I have 67 articles out, with 
a total of 63,400 words.) If I intended 
making a career of my writing, I 
would want to triple both my regular 
output and my total mail load. Writ­
ing is an armchair job, but it offers no 
career to the lazy man.

The man who would write needs 
tenacity; he must keep constantly at 
work, constantly cheerful, constantly 
believing in himself. But there is one 
more little note to add to this matter 
of tenacity— the successful writer is 
one who simply hounds the editor to 
death. When an article returns to my 
desk, I am not satisfied until I have it 
in the mails again. I read it over, 
sometimes decide that it isn’t worth 
wasting postage on, and then must 
rewrite it. But always, within twen­
ty-four hours it is back in the mails, 
on the way to another editor. I have 
never yet sold an article from my 
desk drawer, so I do not let articles 
rest there.

Ideas, skills, tenacity— these are 
the secrets of the successful writer. 
But to put it very bluntly, so plainly 
that it cannot be mistaken, this simp­
ly means—  (1) get an idea; (2) write 
it down; and (3) get it in the mails. 
There is no other way.

(Continued from page 3)

expense of depth; only depth can save breadth from becoming mere shal­
lowness.

Let the preacher begin with reliable holiness literature. Then let him 
branch out as his time permits. But he should not begin abroad, then give 
the leftovers of his time and interest to the home base. If he does, he will 
first affect boredom with the home base, then by and by discover that his 
own personal home base has moved to the spiritual and doctrinal ground 
that he once thought of as foreign soil. Which gets us back to where we 
started: What a man reads is what he is becoming.
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WILLS, ANNUITIES, £ SPECIAL GIFTS

1. GIFT ANNUITY AGREEMENT— In return for a gift to the General
Board, you are guaranteed a fixed income for life at a rate determined 
by your age at the time of the contract. Agreements are written 
to cover one or two lives. Income from annuity gifts is largely tax- 
free.

2. LIFE INCOME AGREEMENT—in return for a gift of cash, securities or
property, you receive income for life determined by the average 
yield (currently 5% % ) from the pooled investments of the general 
church.

3. LIFE LOAN AGREEMENT—in return for money invested with the Gen­
eral Board, you receive generous interest payments (currently 5%) 
and may withdraw part or all of your investment in case of an 
emergency. Any amount not withdrawn during your lifetime be­
comes the property of the General Church.

Write for the new brochure Life Income Plan and return the request for 
further information.

J. T. G a s s e t t , Executive Field Secretary 
Wills, Annuities, and Special Gifts 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

Please send information on the following:
□  Gift Annuity Agreement
□  Life Income Agreement
□  Life Loan Agreement
□  The Writing of a Christian Will
□  Contributor’s Income Tax Deduction Guide
NAME_______________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________

Have You Considered the—

LIFE 
INCOME

—of the General Church?
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New Missionary Slides and Filmstrips Available

_______Department of WORLD MISSIONS

New 1964 Slide Sets and Filmstrips are available on the following countries:
ARGENTINA—slide set with written scrip t........................................................................  $2.00
JAPAN*—1. LAND OF THE RISING SUN

2. NAZARENES IN THE SUNRISE KINGDOM
3. CHALLENGE OF TODAY’S JAPAN

HAITI*
♦Japan and Haiti available in both slides and filmstrips

with written script ................................................... $2.00
with tape recording ................................................. $2.50

NEW GUINEA—filmstrip with written script......................................................................  $2.00
OKINAWA—filmstrip with written script ............................................................................  $2.00

Other Adult Slide Sets Available with Scripts
AFRICA #1—General INDIA
AFRICA # 2 —Swaziland ITALY
AFRICA #3—Nyasaland, Transvaal ISRAEL
ALABASTER ($1.00 rental fee) KOREA
BOLIVIA MIDDLE EAST
BRITISH HONDURAS NEW GUINEA
CAPE VERDE ISLANDS NO. AMERICAN INDIAN #1
CAPE VERDE, Sunny Isles NO. AMERICAN INDIAN—Navajo
CAPE VERDE, Windy Isles PERU
CASA ROBLES PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
CUBA PUERTO RICO
GENERAL SET ON WORLD MISSIONS TAIWAN (Formosa)
GUATEMALA TRINIDAD

Rental fee on all adult sets with written scripts, except Alabaster, is $2.00 for first 
showing and $1.00 for each additional showing. Sets with tape recordings are $2.50 for 
first showing and $1.00 for each additional showing.

1964—New Children’s Slide Sets with Written Scripts
INDIA .......................................................................................................................................... $1.00
“SCHOOL BELLS RINGING”—Nazarene day schools on fields ....................................  $1.00
“LIVING IN JAPAN” ............................................................................................................... $1.00
ORIENT #1—Korea, Taiwan, India .....................................................................................  $1.00
ORIENT #2—Philippines, New Guinea, Samoa .................................................................  $1.00

Other Children’s Slide Sets Available with Written Scripts
AFRICA (28 slides) MEXICO (11 slides)
CENTRAL AMERICA (17 slides) PHILIPPINE ISLANDS (10 slides)
ISRAEL & SYRIA (19 slides) SOUTH AMERICA (23 slides)

Rental fee—$1.00 first showing; 50 cents each additional showing.
When ordering slides and filmstrips, give first and second choice of sets, and first 

and second choice on dates for showing.
Sets should be returned promptly after the date you have indicated you will be 

showing them. Delay may cause the next person on the schedule to fail to receive the 
pictures for his program.

Missionary slides and filmstrips make the missionary work of the church live for 
your people. They are wonderful stimulus to missionary giving and praying. They give 
a real boost to missionary interest and attendance in the Nazarene World Missionary 
Society. Order from the Department of World Missions, Audiovisuals, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131.
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Department of CHURCH SCHOOLS.

Your

ANNUAL PROJECTS
1 9 6 4 - 6 8

|1> HONOR TEACHERS 
Fifty per cent of teachers

be honor teachers 
|2> ENROLLMENT

Increase in total enrollment
ra> ATTENDANCE

Increase in average attendance
WORKERS’ MEETINGS 
Hold at least one each quarter
VISITATION
Maintain a weekly visitation program

Be an Honor School "

VISITATION 
DRIVE 

in JANUARY 
'65

Prepare Your People to

"MARCH to a MILLION"
with this

DENOMINATION-WIDE 

STUDY

February and March, 1965 

Set your dates NOW

Be sure to register your study with the 

Christian Service Training office.
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Department of CHURCH SCHOOLS

Let's Core Enough to Share

ENROLL THEM NOW

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these”— 
the aged— invalids and convalescents— Sunday workers—  
people in isolated areas— inmates of institutions— foreign­
speaking people— the indifferent— and the needy— “ye have 
done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40).

The Home Department enrollment is a part of our total 
Sunday school enrollment. So every new member we enroll 
in the Home Department helps us in our “March to a Million.”

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

December, 1964

Dear Christian Family Life Director,
There are some excellent 16-mm. films on Christian Family Life 

available through our NAVCO Film Rental Library which you should 
plan on using. Available are:

The Spenders, 24 minutes
Does Christ Live in Your Home? 30 minutes
Bible on the Table, 28 minutes

You will want to include these in your planning for an effective 
Christian Family Life program. You can order these films through 
NAVCO Film Rental Library, Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141.

Sincerely,
G e n e  H u d g e n s

Director of Christian Family Life
December, 1964 (549) 21



NAZARENE YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY.

•  Receive an Offering

•  Report Immediately

•  Send Offering to:

Dr. John John Stockton 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

—or—

Send it as directed by 
your district council.

"Book of Faith"

Bible Society 

Offering

DECEMBER 13

i j o u t k  u u ;

JAN U ARY 31 FEBRUARY 7

Into the W ord

■. on to the world

TOTAL PARTICIPATION  

• spiritual deepening 
•  personal witnessing 

•  social enriching
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING 

Practical Church Music

Adapted for Christian service Training by 
J. Fred Parker, Practical Church Music is the 
new text for Unit 136a, “Music and the 
Church.” The book has an amazing spread 
from practical, down-to-earth suggestions for 

songleaders, pastors, and choir members to technical matters such as 
rhythm, timbre, and intensity.

For the young adult groups who wish to use the 6: 30 hour on 
Sunday evening for training classes, a Leader’s Guide has been pre­
pared by R. W. Stringfield, manager of the Music Department of 
the Nazarene Publishing House. The guide offers practical sugges­
tions for teaching the course in six lessons. You will find it in Young 
Adult Topics for the present quarter (October, November, December).

By Elizabeth R. Nelson
Associate Professor of Music 

Pasadena College

Other Leader’s Guides prepared for publication in Young Adult 
Topics for the next three quarters are:

U n it  122a A  Brief Survey of the Old Testament 
T e x t : The Story of the Old Testament, by Winchester 
First quarter, 1965 (January, February, March)

U n i t  141.2a Teaching in the Nazarene Sunday School 
T e x t : The Sunday School Teacher, by A. F. Harper 
Second quarter, 1965 (April, May, June)

U n it  122a A  Brief Survey of the New Testament 
T e x t : The Story of the New Testament, by Ralph Earle 
Third quarter, 1965 (July, August, September)

All four courses are included in the Teacher Training Program. 
December, 1984 (551) 23



NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Remember Those Who Serve .
Sunday School Superintendent . . . Missionary President . . .

PX-395

"The Honored 
Guest"

Wall Decoration
The dynamic message of 
General Superintendent 
G. B. Williamson is beau­
tifully hand-lettered in 
soft colors and printed 
on Snow-Parch paper. 
To give it a fitting set­
ting this lovely piece is 
mounted under glass and 
sealed in a rich, dark, 
grain-finished frame. 8% 
x 23” .

$3.95

Songs 
Our Mother 
Taught Us

L.P. RECORD

RAY and GARY MOORE join in sir 
ing old favorites—“Sweet Will of Go 
“Sweeter than Them All,” “How Car 
Be Lonely?” and nine others. The uniq 
multiplex recording of the two voii 
on some numbers gives the effect oi 
quartet. 33%-rpm, 12-inch.
L-303 $!

TR-9013 Cloth board $4.95
TR-9017 Leatherette, gold edges $7.95

'Inspire

Electrii

Clock

Meaningful and practical! Highlighti 
this large, self-starting electric clock 
a 2 x 3V2” full-color transparency of Sa 
man’s “Head of Christ,” giving a sc 
peaceful glow. Comes in a decorati 
metalized-plastic, gold-finished case, i 
x 8V4”. Works guaranteed by Mastf 
crafters. Includes bulb and 5%-foot co
GI-608 $12

Prices slightly higher t

FOR MANY OTHER OUTSTANDING GIFTS, see the special Gift 
Edition of the November 11 Herald of Holiness.

The Amplified 
Old Testament

Part I (Genesis to Esther)

NOW COMPLETE!

With the publication of 
this volume, the popu­
lar “amplified” Bible—• 
revealing all the hid­
den shades of meaning 
embodied in the origi­

nal Hebrew—is completed. All who have 
experienced the value of the previous two 
volumes will be eager to have Part I as 
a study aid. 1,400 pages.
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CHRISTMAS is a time when Sunday school classes and departments, youth and 
missionary groups are looking for ways to express appreciation for the leader­
ship they have enjoyed during the past year. As their pastor, these are ideas 
you might suggest.

N.Y.P.S. President. .  . Sunday School Teachers . . .

Encyclopedia 
of Party Ideas

By LORA LEE PARROTT

An easy-to-use guide­
book offering valuable 
help from the first sug- 

_  gestion of “Let’s have a
party” until the good-bye of the last 
guest. With her ideas for activities, re­
freshments, and decorations, Mrs. Parrott, 
wife of Dr. Leslie Parrott, pastor of 
Portland First Church, includes a devo­
tional for each party.

Daily Light on 
the Daily Path

Inspirational readings, 
comprised wholly of 
scripture. Each is in­
troduced with a topi­
cal v e r s e  followed 
with related passages. 
There are two read­
ings for every day of 

the year—one for morning and, on a 
facing page, one for evening. More than 
thirty readings for special occasions are 
also included. Handy 4Vs x 5%” size.
Cloth board. $3.95190 pages, cloth. $3.95

m m m t .
"Praying

Hands"

Bookends

Durer’s famous painting “Praying Hands” 
is fashioned in a third dimension, finished 
in a beautiful antique gold and made into 
this set of useful bookends. Base is 3 x 
4Mi” with protective felt padding, 5W ’ 
tall. Also serves as an ideal paperweight. 
Boxed.

Choir Sing! 
Volume 2

L.P. RECORD

Another PAUL MICKELSON choir al­
bum presenting ten of today’s most 
beloved sacred songs. A sing-a-long 
songbook comes with each record. In­
cludes: “Meeting in the Air,” “Jesus Will 
Walk with Me,” “I Will Sing the Won­
drous Story,” “I Met God in the Morn­
ing.” 33y3-rpm, 12-inch.

GI-3138 Pair, $2.50
L-1023
L-2023

Monaural
Stereo

$3.98
$4.98

» continental United States

’eusrtce Order Today-front your NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Washington a t Bresee PO ST O F F IC E  BOX 527  IN  CAN AO A : 1592  Bioor S t . ,  W .

girrs Pasadena, C a lifo rn ia  9 1 1 0 4  K A N SA S  C IT Y , M IS S O U R I 6 4141  Toronto 9 , Ontario
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NAZARENE RADIO LEAGUE

/  OUT GOES GOD
/  WE ARE PUTTING GOD OUT

/  THE "TAKE OUT" MOVEMENT IS ON 

TAKE PRAYER AND THE BIBLE OUT OF THE SCHOOLS 

 ̂ TAKE "In God We Trust" OFF THE COINS 

\  TAKE OUT THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

\  TAKE OUT THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

\  TAKE CHRIST OUT OF CHRISTMAS

Silently we have been removing Christ from Christmas until the
bulk of the Christmas cards feature something other than the birth 
of Jesus.

Let the Nazarenes vote to keep Christ in Christmas, and the 
Living Christ as the center of our worship.

How can this be done? By getting our Christ-honoring Christ­
mas message on your radio station. Appropriately the title of this 
year’s Christmas message is “ CHRISTMAS WITHOUT CHRIST.” 

Many stations now carrying “ Showers of Blessing” have been 
secured through our special programs. This would be a good time 
to have your station carry them. Write us if we can be of service.

Nazarene Radio League 
6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Department of EVANGELISM

1st Day 
of

Each Month
50

1964-68

6:00 p.m. 
to

midnight 
LOCAL TIME

Tuesday, Dec. 1

JOIN HANDS FOR 1965
Another year is almost over and the Department of 
Evangelism wants to thank you for your cooperation 
and fellowship in the task of evangelism throughout 
1964. It has been a blessed year of opportunity:

★  Did you take part in the September 20 day of 
revival and mail your return postage-paid card 
to the Department???

★  Did you observe November as “Moving Nazarenes” month???
★  Did you send to the Department of Evangelism the name and address of EVERY 

nonresident member, and every nonresident Sunday school scholar???
★  Did you participate in the great commitment made by all at the Department of 

Evangelism Rally on the Tuesday evening of General Assembly???
★  Have you observed the Holy WATCH NIGHT (six hours of prayer) on the FIRST 

day of each month in your church since July 1???
We do thank God for all that He has done. We are challenged by the many new 

possibilities for evangelism during 1965. Let us boldly JOIN HANDS to seize every 
opportunity to “Evangelize in the Power of the Spirit.”

At this Christmas season as we share together in the great good news of evangelism, 
“Unto you is bom  . . .  a Saviour,” may we join hands to do more in the glad new year 
ahead.

It was the day before Christmas 1963; an evangelist 
opened an envelope and found an unexpected check en­
closed. It was from the thoughtful pastor of a church 
where he had held a revival in October of 1963. The check 
was for ten dollars . . . BUT the real thrill was a small 
note attached to the check which read, “Knowing you do 
not have a congregation to remember you at Christmastime, 
our board is delighted with the suggestion of the Depart­
ment of Evangelism to remember each evangelist that served 
us during this year. Happy Christmas!” It was signed by 
a pastor. Read again YOUR letter from the Department of 
Evangelism and remember a simple Christmas gift from a thoughtful local church may 
bless an evangelist and his family.

PRAYING PREACHERS 
ON EVERY DISTRICT 
WHO ARE PLEDGED 

TO FAST AND PRAY FOR A SPONTANE­
OUS REVIVAL IN EVERY LOCAL CHURCH
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE____________

CHRISTMAS 
MURALS

Colorful! Biblical!

A Meaningful Addition 

To Your Christmas 

Programs

Practical! Economical!

A silent but constant reminder of the real reason for there being a Christmas— 
something that will make a deep impression on your entire church community 
and help to offset the strong commercial emphasis.
Each scene is permanently lithographed in radiant, non-fade colors on tough paper, 
suitable for repeated use. Metal-reinforced eyelets and weatherproof glue provide 
quick, easy hanging.

N U M BER S U B JE C T S IZ E P R IC E

P-4250 BIRTH OF JESUS 4%  x 3 Vi feet $3.95
Pictu re  same as center section of "T H E  N A T IV IT Y "  scene

P-4215 UNTO US A  CHILD IS BORN 3%  x 3V2 feet $7.95
P-4229 LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 95/« x 3V4 feet $7.95
P-4220 THE NATIVITY 9%  x 3Vi feet $7.95
P-4001 THE NATIVITY 19% x 7 feet* $12.95

•Com et In three panels— center, 9 ' 1" ;  ends, 4 ' lO V s " .  Designed so panels may be 
used e ither together or separate ly . Shipped in storage tube to prevent creasing .

Other appropriate uses
•  SPECIAL Y .P ., CHOIR PROGRAMS
•  CHURCH LOBBY, CORRIDOR
•  LAWN OF CHURCH, HOME
•  DOWNTOWN STORE WINDOW
•  ROADSIDE BILLBOARD 

Prices slightly higher oivtside the continental United States

IMPORTANT—Seasonal Stock 

Order at ON CE to Assure Delivery
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

PO ST O F F IC E  BOX 527 
K A N S A S  C IT Y , M IS SO U R I 6 4141
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Department of HOME MISSIONS

BIBLE SOCIETY 

OFFERING

December 13 has been designated as the Sunday for the annual offering 
for the Bible Societies. As a church we have benefited greatly by the work 
of these societies in translating, printing, and distributing the Word of God. 
Without a denominational tag, the societies quietly go about this indispensable 
work. In these tumultuous days, there are people in every land who have 
read the message and believed on Christ because of this ministry. Let us 
do our part in the Bible Society Offering.

In the United States our churches have benefited directly by the American 
Bible Society, through the gift pulpit Bibles it has supplied to all newly 
organized churches since 1951. There are over 1,250 of these pulpit Bibles 
now in use. We say a hearty “Thank you” to the American Bible Society 
for this generous act. Let’s show our thanks in the Bible Society Offering.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM HOME MISSIONS

Do you want your church to do something extra for Christmas and know 
the joy and blessing of giving to others? Give something to a home mission 
pastor on your district. Or write to the Department of Home Missions for 
the name of a pastor on the Gulf Central District to whom your church may 
give a Christmas gift. Or help on an approved overseas Home Mission 
special.
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IOUNCEMB
to

ALL MINISTERS
in the

CHURCH of the NAZARENE

The G eneral Board voted . . . 

The G eneral Assem bly approved . . .

Beginning January 1, 1965

IT'S IN EFFECT!!!
HERE'S HOW  IT W O RKS:
Who?

Department of MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

What?

Every licensed minister and ordained elder listed in the district minutes, who 
holds the basic $1,000 life insurance coverage with the Board of Pensions . . .

Will have double coverage ($2,000) for 12 months, if remaining on the same 
district*

When? Beginning the first day of the month, 45 days following the close of his district 
assembly . . .

IF??? THE DISTRICT ON WHICH HE HOLDS OFFICIAL MINISTERIAL MEM­
BERSHIP HAS PAID 90% OF ITS N.M.B.F. 2% FORMULA BUDGET.
•NOTE: If a minister holding double coverage transfers to another district during the 
assembly year, this coverage continues until the assembly o f the district to which he 
moves. THEN, he is officially  a member o f another district and coverage w ill depend on 
whether or not his new district is a “ NINETY PERCENTER."

Pastor: Your church’s Christmas Love Offering will apply on your local N.M.B.F. budget.
Many churches raise their entire budget in this offering. Help your district

Warmest wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

from 
your Department of Ministerial Benevolence staff 

and from the 
more than 600 elders and widows on the benevolence roll
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Nazarene Information Service

Church Summary for 7964
DEAR NAZARENE PASTOR:

In a week or two, your copy of a 
news story about the denomination’s 
gains and record during 1964 will 
reach you by mail. This article will 
be printed in your newspaper if you 
will help.

Please take it to your editor (week­
ly) or church news man (daily) on 
Monday or Tuesday, December 28-29.

Your newspaper probably will be 
more interested in gains in the local 
Nazarene church during 1964, so we 
suggest that you type out, double­
spaced, using one side of the paper, 
a summary of what your church has 
accomplished during the last year 
(highlights of your assembly report), 
and take this along also.

BE CAREFUL if you are in an area 
with two or more Nazarene churches 
that are served by the same newspa­
per (s). In this case pastors should 
work up an area summary for all the 
church and then select one of their 
number to call on the editor.

The best time to use this story is 
between Christmas and New Year’s 
Day, but not later than January 8.

For any pastor who does not have 
a calling acquaintance, at least, at his 
newspaper office, the 1964 year-end 
release is a natural beginning.

Also now available free at the N.I.S. 
office in Kansas City are copies of 
the revised “Notes on Press Relations 
for Nazarene Pastors.”

O . J oe  O l s o n , Director

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR— A  Service for You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General 

Secretary. All official records at headquarters and all periodical records at the 
Nazarene Publishing House will be changed from this one notification.

Name.................................................

New Address ..................................

City...................................................

Name of Church.............................

New position: Pastor......................

Former Address .............................

Former Church...............................
Former position: Pastor................ .. Evang...................... Other......................

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131)

December, 1964 (559) 31



W EEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPE SYSTEM

-o r  N A Z A R EN E  churches that~
• USE LESS THAN TWENTY-FIVE SETS
• MUST HAVE IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
• HAVE NEED OF A FEW EXTRA SETS

An envelope set with the same fine quality and outstanding features of the custom- 
made sets including “Church of the Nazarene” printed across the front of each 
envelope.
YOUR ORDER IS FILLED IMMEDIATELY. By a perpetually dated method— 
“JAN. 1st SUN.,” “JAN. 2nd SUN.,” etc. and five extra envelopes for “5th SUN.” 
months—there is no waiting for special imprinting. Sets are never out-of-date and 
they may be started at any time.

IAN lil SUN

Ctjltrcl* oitltr

l l t H t

No. 0-501 Duplex (Two-Pocket) Style

Prices on any of 
the 3 styles . . .

Each Set, 30c

12 sets for 
S3.00

25 sets for $6.00

JAN In SUN 502

T I T H E  E N V E L O P E

Church of the Paiorcne
T l*w  »od Oficnag for lew*! D>-ttk« tnd  General 

IntertM of tkt Chvuh.

No. 0-502 Single Style

NEW! SINGLE MULTIPLE-FUND STYLE Similar to 0-502 with three additional lines 
for offerings such as Building Fund, and others that are written in.

No. 0-503
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

Each set, carrying the same number to identify it to the contributor, contains a 
year’s supply of fifty-two envelopes, plus a pledge card, “how to use” leaflet, and 
a “defray the cost” envelope. Envelope size, 4Vi x 2 Comes in an attractive 
flip-top box with space on front for user’s name.
Orders for sets will be filled by consecutive numbers. Example: If you order 
twenty-four sets, you may receive sets numbered 1-24 or 331-54, or whatever the 
next series of numbers available when order is filled.

NOTE: For custom-printed envelopes, write for special brochure.

Christian stewardship is fundamental to a spiritually grow­
ing church. Encourage it with an adequate “giving” system.

Place Your Order RIGHT A W A Y !

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Box 5 2 7 , Kansas C ity , M issouri 64141
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^ ueen of the parsonage.......
W  AUDREY J . WILLIAMSON

Prayer-like a Fountain

More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. 

Wherefore let thy voice
Rise like a fountain night and day.

Th e s e  w o r d s ,  on the cover of a dedi­
cation program, caught my eye. 

Then they recurred so persistently to 
my mind that I began to realize they 
had a special message for me. They are 
a quotation from Tennyson’s Morte d’ 
Arthur. They speak to Nazarene wom­
en, to Nazarene preachers’ wives.

“Like a fountain” ! What imagery! 
What a telling simile!

Water is mentioned more frequently 
in Scripture than any other natural re­
source. It was recognized as essential 
to the life of man, of his flocks, of 
vegetation. Canaan was described as 
“a good land, a land of brooks of water, 
of fountains and depths that spring out 
of valleys and hills.”

Water was a favorite symbol. Jesus 
spoke to the woman at Sychar of “a 
well of living water,” within, “springing 
up into everlasting life.” The “cup of 
cold water” given in Christ’s name de­
scribes Christian charity. Paul spoke of 
watering the seed of the Church: “I 
planted, Apollos watered.” The voice 
like unto the Son of Man is described 
in Revelation “as the sound of many 
waters,” and here also appears the fig­
ure of “the river of the water of life.” 

Now a fountain is a jet of water 
which springs upward as the result of 
pressure. This pressure may be created 
by a pump. Many beautiful fountains 
in our cities are operated by powerful 
electric motors which play and replay 
the same water into the air in a daz­
zling display.

But a natural fountain gushes up be­
cause of the weight of a great amount of 
water collected at a given source—it 
may be some distance away. The waters 
of the fountain, lifted forcefully by the 
pressure of this reservoir, will rise then 
toward the sky as far as the hidden 
source is above the ground. The spon­
taneity and irresistible power of a 
natural fountain constitute one of na­
ture’s wonders. At Van Cluse, in South­
ern France, several hundred thousand 
gallons of water shoot into the air every 
minute from a circular pool, surrounded 
by lofty cliffs. Then the water flows off 
through a ravine to form twenty brooks.

One of the distinct memories of my 
childhood, spent in north central Iowa, 
was of a fountain out in the woods, 
down near “Hog’s Back.” We called it 
locally an “artesian well.” None of us 
knew its hidden source. But we did 
know that a sizable jet of water spouted 
into the air, fifteen or twenty feet. We 
knew that it never ceased flowing day 
or night. We knew, too, that our long, 
hot summer days did not dwindle the 
flow nor were the freezing temperatures 
of winter able to stop it. I have walked 
out on a cold day to see that the living 
water, pressured from the strong hidden 
reservoir, had burst through the icy 
sheath that encased it, and still flowed 
free.

Let thy voice rise like a fountain day 
and night.

There are two things that supply the 
pressure for our fountain of prayer— 
faith and praise.

We must believe if we are to see the 
glory of God. We must believe that 
more things are wrought by prayer than 
this world dreams of, that prayer does
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change things. We must believe that we 
personally have the power to pray that 
kind of prayer. We must by cultivation 
of the deep inner pools of our natures 
collect the spiritual pressure for such 
active faith.

But the resource for this faith lies 
not in ourselves, in our goodness or our 
accumulated spirituality. It rests in the 
Word of God, in our unshakable convic­
tion that His promises are true and that 
they are for us. We must be so aban­
doned to the Spirit of God that His will 
becomes our will; His desires, our de­
sire. His purposes for the Kingdom’s 
advance can then be worked out 
through our prayers, because of our 
achieving faith.

Such a concept of prayer elevates it 
far above the realm of mere asking for 
personal gratification or advantage. The 
source of spiritual pressure lies deep 
in the purposes of God, and hence the 
fountain of our prayer rises high and 
reaches far.

There is a strong and significant re­
lationship between praise and prayer. 
The Psalmist says, “We will rejoice in 
thy salvation, and in the name of our 
God we will set up our banners: [then] 
the Lord fulfil all thy petitions.” (20:5). 
Paul in the Philippian letter urges, “In 
every thing by ■prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (4:6).

It seems a paradox that, with the 
heart heavy with burden and often 
bowed down with grief and concern, 
there should also be mingled the ex­
pressions of praise, adoration, worship, 
and rejoicing. But the flow of thanks­
giving seems to move the heart of God. 
David said, “I will bless the Lord at all 
times: his praise shall continually be 
in my mouth. My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lord: the humble shall 
hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together. I sought the Lord, and 
he heard me, and delivered me from all 
my fears. They looked unto him, and 
were lightened: and their faces were 
not ashamed. This poor man cried, and 
the Lord heard him, and saved him 
out of all his troubles.”

And at last, when faith and praise 
have achieved, victory is assured. Then 
glory wells up out of the soul, even 
before the evidence of answered prayer 
has been seen. It was even so in Israel’s 
taking of the city of Jericho. The com­
mand of the Lord was to compass the 
city, going round about it once a day 
for six days. This the people did. 
Joshua said, “Ye shall not shout . . . 
until the day I bid you shout; then 
shall ye shout” (Josh. 6:10).

And on the seventh day when, ac­
cording to the word of the Lord, they 
had compassed the city seven times, 
then Joshua said unto the people, 
“Shout; for the Lord hath given you 
the city” (Josh. 6:16).

“So the people shouted when the 
priests blew with the trumpets: and it 
came to pass, when . . . the people 
shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down flat . . . and they took 
the city” (Josh. 6:20).

More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of.
Wherefore let thy voice
Rise like a fountain night and day.

I  a m  R e s p o n s ib l e

Life is a gift, yet it brings inescapable 
involvements and responsibilities. I am 
indebted to God, who gave life to all 
people who share life. I am involved 
with the generations gone before and 
those who follow and am enmeshed with 
all society.

It is true that I could deny my respon­
sibility without stopping the universe 
and could leave my tasks for others 
without doing great violence to eternal 
schemes. It is entirely possible that, if 
I left my work undone, another might 
come who would do it better than I 
could have done it, but he cannot bear 
my responsibility. Others may do my 
work, but only I can fulfill my own 
obligations to God and others. There 
may be excuses for limited ability, but 
there is no excuse for irresponsibility.

— M il o  L. A r n o l d
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-----------------------4  TOWARDS BETTER BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP

STUDIES 7
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount

By H. K. Bed well*

No. 7 Matt. 5:33-37 

Speech and the Christian

Th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  s p e e c h  cannot be 
overestimated. James in his Epistle 

tells us that the hallmark of perfection 
is a controlled tongue (Jas. 3:2). In 
Prov. 18:21 we read, “Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue.” In the 
passage we are now considering Jesus 
indicates the kind of speech that is ex­
pected of a Christian. There are many 
points where the difference between an 
unbeliever and a believer ought to be 
apparent, but nowhere ought it to stand 
out more clearly than in speech. Jesus 
insists on five characteristics here, 
which must mark the speech of His fol­
lowers. They are:

1. Restraint in Spcech
“Whatsoever is more than these is of 

the evil one” (5:37, ASV). Moffatt 
translates, “Whatever goes beyond that 
springs from evil.” It has been truly 
said that we rarely repent of speaking 
too little, but often of speaking too 
much. Perhaps more spiritual power is 
lost by God’s people by too much talking 
than by any other way. A steam engine 
is driven by the pressure of steam cre­
ated in the boiler. That pressure can 
be maintained only by the control and

♦Nazarene missionary, Stegi, Swaziland, South 
Africa.

direction of the steam. Open all the 
valves and, though there will be plenty 
of noise, the power will soon be gone 
and the engine come to a standstill. 
Wesley constantly affirmed that it is 
impossible to continue long in conver­
sation without falling into the sin of 
gossip and criticism. “In the multitude 
of words there wanteth not sin” (Prov. 
10:19). Self-discipline is necessary in 
every department of the Christian life, 
and especially in the matter of speech. 
Socrates declared that there are two 
sciences, the art of speaking and the art 
of holding the tongue.

2. Simplicity of Speech

“Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’ ” (5:37, Moffatt). It is the custom 
of the Oriental to embellish and enforce 
his words by many forms of oaths. The 
Jews constantly swore “By heaven” or 
“By the earth” or “By Jerusalem” or 
“By my head.” It was held by them 
that an oath containing the name of God 
made their words binding, whereas they 
did not consider themselves so bound to 
carry out their words when lesser oaths 
were used. Jesus exposed the sophistry 
of this position. In using the word 
“heaven” they really included God, for 
it is His throne. In using the words 
“the earth” they included Him too, for
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it is “his footstool.” It is part of His 
kingdom. In using the name of the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, they again in­
cluded Him—for it is His city. The 
same applies to the head—He is the 
Creator of it. The owner of the head 
cannot change even a single hair. The 
use of these extravagancies of speech 
are unnecessary to one who always tells 
the truth. The very fact of an oath 
being necessary strongly implies that 
the user is not always so particular 
about the facts. We folks of the West­
ern world do not use oaths to emphasize 
our speech in the same way, but their 
place is taken by profanity. There are 
some folks who cannot speak more than 
two or three words together without 
dragging in some unclean word, or the 
name of God or of Jesus. Many 
so-called “slang” terms have very 
doubtful origins. The command of Jesus 
is to refrain from this form of speech. 
Shakespeare said truly, “The truth 
needs no colour.”

3. Sincerity of Speech

“Let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay.” This means when you say, “Yes,” 
mean yes; when you say, “No,” mean 
no. Sincerity is often sacrificed in the 
cause of politeness. When we say to 
our visitors, “I’m delighted to see you,” 
do we really mean it? Again, how easy 
it is to make promises that either we 
do not intend to fulfill or we have not 
the power to make good! Children 
especially are affected by this lack of 
sincerity. They are not slow to remind 
us of our promises! If they do not re­
mind us of a promised punishment, it is 
not because they have forgotten! You 
will soon be reminded that they have 
taken note of your failure to implement 
your promise, by the ignoring of your 
future threats!

How rare it is to find sincerity of 
speech in business! “It is bad, ’tis bad; 
says the buyer; but when he goes away, 
then he boasts” (Prov. 20:14, RSV). 
The businessman who falsifies his state­
ments concerning what he sells or buys 
is sacrificing his soul for material gain 
and will pay the inevitable price. Then

again, we need to practice sincerity in 
our profession of religion. How easy it is 
to claim with the lips more than we 
possess in our hearts! Sincerity is the 
face of the soul, whereas dissimulation 
is the mask.

4. Accuracy of Speech

God is the “God of truth” (Isa. 65:16). 
Jesus declared himself to be “the truth” 
(John 14:6). One of the titles of the 
Holy Spirit, given to Him by Jesus, is 
“the Spirit of truth.” It is not surprising 
then that God requires truth in the 
speech of His children. The devil is 
called “the father of lies,” so it is to be 
expected that his children would be 
familiar with the use of them! The 
Word of God clearly declares that the 
liar has no part in the kingdom of God 
(Rev. 21: 8). Jesus insists that we should 
be accurate in our speech, and we 
should realize that there are more ways 
of evading the truth than by telling 
downright lies. Exaggeration has been 
called the blood relation of falsehood. 
It is the pitfall into which anyone can 
easily fall. This is especially so when 
the faults of others are under discus­
sion. The opposite of exaggeration is 
minimizing or hiding the truth. Strange 
to say, the practice of minimizing comes 
into play when the good qualities of 
others are being discussed. Sometimes 
failure to reveal all the truth will give 
an entirely wrong impression of a sit­
uation. A half-truth may be even 
worse than a lie. The Psalmist speaks 
about speaking “the truth in the heart” 
(Ps. 15:2). When the Spirit of Truth 
fully possesses the soul, the speech will 
be true, for it is out of the abundance 
of the heart that the mouth speaketh.

5. Decisiveness of Speech

There are two words that we must all 
learn to say with decision—YES and 
NO. No one is more disappointing than 
an undecided person. The Christian has 
some affirmations to make. He is called 
to confess his Saviour in a scoffing and 
antagonistic world. He is called upon to 
say, “Yes,” to the right in the face of all
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opposition. M oreover he must know how 
to say, “No,” to the devil, and those 
whom the devil will use to drag him 
into the ways of sin. Bunyan tells us 
about a character called “Mr. Facing 
Both-w ays.” There is no place for such 
a man in the kingdom of God.

These then are the characteristics 
which should mark our speech— re­
straint, simplicity, sincerity, accuracy, 
and decisiveness. To a very large ex­
tent, on our adherence to the principles 
here set out by Jesus will depend our 
usefulness and dependability. This is 
doubly so in those who are called to 
speak for the Master, whether in private 
or in public. If our hearts are filled

with God, we shall never speak because 
we have to say something but always 
because we have something to say. The 
exhortation of the Apostle Paul is 
always up-to-date. “Let your speech be 
alway with GRACE seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how to answer every 
man” (Col. 4 :6 ).

Think all you speak, but speak not 
all you think;

Thoughts are your own; your 
words are so no more;

Where Wisdom steers, wind cannot 
make you sink;

Lips never err, when she does keep 
the door.

Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle

Eph. 5:21-25

Submission or Subjection?
“ Submitting yourselves” is the present 

middle participle of hypotasso, which is 
thus defined by Abbott-Sm ith: “ 1. as a 
military term, to place or rank under 
(Polybius). 2. to subject, put in sub­
jection. . . . Middle, “ to subject oneself, 
obey.” 1 Most of the recent versions 
(e.g., RSV, NEB, N ASB) use “subject” 
rather than “ submit.” The King James 
Version does this in verse 24, where 
the verb is the same as here.

Love in Marriage
A fter telling the wives to be in sub­

jection to their own husbands, Paul con­
fronts the men with a much more 
difficult demand than this. To them he 
says: “Husbands, love your wives, even 
as Christ also loved the church.”

Aside from  Mark 12:38, where a word 
meaning “ wish” is rendered by “ love,” 
there are two verbs that are translated 
“ love” in the New Testament— agapao

and phileo. Agapao is found 142 times 
(in the received text). It is rendered 
“love” 135 times and “beloved” 7 times. 
On the other hand, phileo occurs only 
25 times. It is translated “ love” 22 times 
and “kiss” 3 times.

In classical Greek there is a third 
verb for love, erao. Concerning this 
term Cremer writes: “Eran denotes the 
love of passion, of vehement, sensual 
desire; but so unsuitable was this word, 
by usage so saturated with lustful ideas, 
to express the moral and holy character 
of that love with which Scripture in 
particular has to do, that it does not 
occur in a good sense even in the O.T., 
save in Prov. iv. 6 . . . ; and . . . not at 
all in the N.T.”2

Trench is in essential agreement with 
this. Regarding the nonuse of eros and 
erao in the Greek Old Testament 
(Septuagint) he says: “ It is in part no 
doubt to be explained from the fact 
that, by the corrupt use of the world, 
they had become so steeped in sensual

December, 1964 (565) 37



passion, carried such an atmosphere of 
unholiness about them . . . , that the 
truth of God abstained from defiling 
contact with them; yea, devised a new 
word rather than betake itself to one 
of these.”3

The “new word” is the noun agape, 
of which Trench says: “There is no trace 
of it in any heathen writer whatever.”4 
Similar is the statement of Cremer: 
“not found in profane writers.”5 But 
Trench wrote one hundred years ago 
(1855, 1863), and Cremer nearly as far 
back (Eng. trans. of 2nd ed., 1878). 
Today these statements may need re­
vising. Arndt and Gingrich say: “Now 
we have an inscription that is surely 
pagan”—from the third century a .d .° 
But agape can still be spoken of as 
practically unknown in pagan sources. 
It is used some sixteen times in the 
Septuagint, all but five of these in the 
Song of Solomon. The verb agapao is 
used nearly three-hundred times in the 
Septuagint.

What is the difference between 
agapao and phileo, the two verbs for 
love in the New Testament? It is noted 
above that phileo is three times trans­
lated “kiss”—all in connection with 
Judas Iscariot’s betrayal of Jesus (Matt. 
26:48; Mark 14:44; Luke 22:47). This 
gives a clue as to the distinctive mean­
ing of the term. It describes the love 
of the affections. On the other hand, 
agapao expresses the love of the will. 
Cremer sums it up well in these words: 
“Philein denotes the love of natural 
inclination, affection,—love, so to say, 
originally spontaneous, involuntary 
(amare); agapan, on the other hand, 
love as a direction of the will 
(diHgere).”7

The most thorough recent treatment 
of agapao is to be found in the first 
volume (1964) of the new English trans­
lation of a monumental work—Kittel’s 
Theologisches Woerterbuch zum Neuen 
Testament (English: Theological Dic­
tionary of the New Testament). Here 
one finds thirty-four pages of closely 
written material on this term.

The greater part of the article on 
agapao is written by the famous Ger­
38 (566)

man scholar, Ethelbert Stauffer. He 
says: “Eran is passionate love which 
desires the other for itself.”8 He also 
writes: “Eros seeks in others the fulfil­
ment of its own life’s hunger. Agapan 
must often be translated ‘to show love’ ; 
it is a giving, active love on the other’s 
behalf.”9 Christ “loved the church, and 
gave himself for it.”

The verb which is used twice in 
Eph. 5:25 is agapao. From the above 
discussion it will be seen that this means 
something more than affectionate love, 
though this is included. The emphasis 
is rather on an intelligent, voluntary 
love. This is the kind of love that will 
last. Feelings fluctuate. Emotions ebb 
and flow. Affections are often affected 
by changing circumstances. But the love 
of the will can remain firm and loyal 
through every vicissitude of life. This 
is the kind of love that a husband is 
commanded to have for his wife. It is 
an unselfish love that seeks the best 
good of its object. This kind of love 
will hold a marriage together “as long 
as ye both shall live.”

After discussing the proposed differ­
ence between agapao and phileo, 
Abbott-Smith writes: “If this distinction 
hold, agapao is fitly used in NT of Chris­
tian love to God and man, the spiritual 
affection which follows the direction of 
the will, and which, therefore, unlike 
that feeling which is instinctive and un­
reasoned, can be commanded as a 
duty.”10

One further thought might be sug­
gested here. While we cannot directly 
control our feelings, we can control our 
thoughts. The man who thinks loving 
thoughts about his wife will experience 
loving feelings toward her.

1L exicon , p. 463.
2Lexicon, p. 10.
'•'Synonyms, p. 43.
4Ibid.
BOp. cit., p. 13.
6L exicon , p. 5. However, Moulton and Milligan 

(VGT, p. 2) are not so sure.
7Op. cit., p. 11.
sGerhard Kittel (ed .), Theological Dictionary of 

the New Testament, trans. G eoffrey W. Bromiley, 
I (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., 1964), 35.

"Ibid., p .  3 7 .
10Op. cit., p. 3.
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S E IS M IC  v
---------------— -----------)  TOWARDS BETTER PREACHING

STUDIES 7
The following sermonic study is a contest entry and is therefore 

published anonymously. Remember the deadline is December 31.

Perfect Rest Now
T e x t :  There remaineth therefore a 

rest to the people of God (Heb. 4 :9 ).

Critical Questions
1. What is the rest here mentioned?
2. Who are the people of God for 

whom it remains?

Exegesis
The Greek w ord sabbatisvios trans­

lated rest in Heb. 4:9 means a Sabbath 
rest.

It is not, however, the Sabbath day. 
Neither is it the rest found by Israel 
in the promised land. For long after 
both the Sabbath day and the land of 
Canaan were w ell known, God spoke of 
a rest not yet enjoyed.

It is not rest in heaven, for it is urged 
on men still facing the battles of this 
earthly life.

It cannot be the rest brought by re­
generation. The persons addressed were 
regenerated; yet they needed some­
thing more.

To quote a saintly scholar, the late
H. Orton W iley, as he touches the 
mountaintops of the experience de­
scribed in our text:

(1) It is a Rest for the People of God. 
It is not for sinners, but the rich heritage 
of every true child of God. . . .  (2) It is 
a Rest of Faith . . .  a perfect rest in a 
finished atonement. (3) It is a Rest from 
Sin. That inbred sin or depravity re­
mains in the heart of the regenerate is a 
generally admitted fact, and from this
inward pollution the heart is purified
by the baptism with the Holy Spirit. . . .
(4) It is a Continuous Rest in God 
through the atoning work of Christ.1

This rest is evidently an essential part 
of normal Christian experience, for the 
Hebrews were faltering and fainting 
without it.

This Sabbath of the soul was in some 
sense presented to the Jews of old. But 
it is most clearly taught and strongly 
emphasized in this gospel age. It is out­
standingly for us.

The people of God are evidently not 
merely those who profess religion, but 
persons clearly converted.

Homiletical Approach
The inspired writer’s argument is a 

m ade-to-order outline for a holiness 
sermon. Simply clarify the translation 
(e.g., Jesus in verse 8 means the Old 
Testament character Joshua), and you 
have a strong scriptural message which 
could be entitled “ Signposts to Soul 
Rest.”

(I) The Sabbath day is a signpost 
pointing to soul rest in that it is a day of 
rest, reverence, and rejoicing (see Isa. 
58:13). (II) The land of Canaan is a type 
of this soul rest because Canaan was 
promised, pure, permanent, and provided 
by God. (I l l)  The experience of con­
version points forward to the second 
rest because it imparts (a ) deliverance 
from corruption and drawing toward 
cleansing; (b ) a duality of character and 
desire for cessation of conflict between 
flesh and Spirit; and (c ) a delight in 
Christ to be satisfied fully only in the 
deeper communion of heart holiness.

It may be emphasized that neither 
the Sabbath day, the promised land of 
Canaan, nor the experience of pardon 
for sin is an end in itself, but is satis­
factory only as it leads on to the second 
blessing.
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Again, a beautiful picture of soul rest 
is that of the Old Testament love slave.

A fter seven years’ labor the servant 
faced a choice. He could go free—back 
to running his own life, to the mis­
management, the poverty, perhaps the 
vices, which had brought him to bank­
ruptcy and bondage; or he could give 
himself as a servant forever to his mas­
ter, whose goodness and wisdom he had 
found far better than his own.

The converted soul with light on hol­
iness faces a similar choice. He may 
either walk in the light, and give him ­
self without reserve to his Master, or go 
back to being his own boss, with all that 
that involves.

Rest is reached by decision; true soul 
rest, in this case, by the right decision.

The converted person, like the love 
slave, (1) passes from  turmoil to tran­
quillity as he abandons himself to be 
wholly and forever the Lord ’s;
(2) moves from  anxiety to assurance 
as he receives the seal of acceptance, 
the awl-m ark in the ear (connect this 
with the circumcision of the h eart);
(3) finds duty turned to delight as he 
enters a new, close relationship to his 
Lord; and (4) passes from  care to com ­
mitment as he looks entirely to his 
Master for direction and the supply of 
every need.

Illustration
Along with the preacher’s own defi­

nite testimony, the experiences of other 
clearly sanctified persons will add in­
terest, bring conviction, and translate 
into life the doctrine of the second rest. 
The bibliography contains a few  sug­
gestions of source material for such 
experiences.

Some of the great songs on soul rest 
may be a help. “ There’s a Rest” (Sacred 
Duets—Lillenas) makes a good special 
song; and for congregational use it is 
hard to improve on “ Oh, Sweet Rest!” 
and “ Sweetly Resting”  (Praise and 
Worship—Lillenas). George D. Watson’s 
testimony in verse is excellent, and 
deserves wider use:

A Love Slave to Jesus
O sweet will of God! Thou hast 

girded me round

Like the deep moving currents 
that girdle the sea;

With omnipotent love is my poor 
nature bound,

And this bondage to love sets me 
perfectly free.

And now I have flung myself reck­
lessly out 

Like a chip on the stream of the 
Infinite Will;

I pass the rough rocks with a smile 
and a shout,

And I just let my God His dear 
purpose fulfill.

Forever I choose the goodwill of my 
God,

Its holy, deep riches to love and 
to know,

The serfdom of love to so sweeten 
the rod

That its touch maketh rivers of 
honey to flow.

Roll on, checkered seasons, bring 
smiles or bring tears,

My soul sweetly sails on an infi­
nite tide;

I shall soon touch the shores of 
eternity’s years,

And near the white throne of my 
Saviour abide.

A love slave to Jesus I gladly will be,
A love slave to Jesus, rejoicing and 

free;
I’ll love Him, I’ll serve Him, through 

all my glad days,
And in mansions of glory sing 

forever His praise?
This is to be found as a song in 

Bennard’s Melodies, and in a different 
arrangement in Worship in Song.

Bibliography
Bennard’s Melodies. A lbion, Michigan: 

Bennard Music Co., n.d.
G a r r i s o n ,  S. O lin  (ed .), Forty Wit­
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Holiness in Doctrine and Experience. 
Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 1951. 
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M c L e i s t e r ,  C l a r a ,  Men and Women of 
Deep Piety. Cincinnati: God’s Reviv­
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Sacred Duets (No. 1). Kansas City: 
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W i l e y ,  H. O r t o n ,  The Epistle to the 
Hebrews. Kansas City: Beacon Hill 
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aH. Orton Wiley, The Epistle to the Hebrews 
(Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 1959), pp. 147- 
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2Copyright in Bennard’s Melodies by Chicago 
Evangelistic Institute (now  Vennard C ollege). 
Used by permission.

Jesus the Nazarene
R e a d in g : Matt. 2:19-23.
T e x t :  He shall be called a Nazarene 

(Matt. 2:23).
Introduction: Many believe that the 

name Nazareth came from the He­
brew word nezer, meaning “branch.”

In harmony with this we find sev­
eral prophecies of Jesus as the Branch. 
I. J e s u s  t h e  P r o p h e s ie d  B r a n c h

1. Isa. 11:1—Branch out of the 
stem of Jesse

2. Jer. 23:5—Righteous Branch out 
of David
a. To reign and prosper
b. To execute judgment and 

justice
3. Zech. 3:8-10—Iniquity to be re­

moved
4. Zech. 6:12-13—Build temple, 

rule, and be priest
II. J e s u s  t h e  P e r p e t u a l  V in e

1. John recognized Jesus as being 
eternal, John 1:1-4.

2. The prophesied Branch is rec­
ognized as the True Vine, John 
15:1-5.

3. Spiritual life in all ages was 
and is through Him.

III. J e s u s  P r o d u c e s  B r a n c h e s

( “ N e z e r s ” ) ( N a z a r e n e s )
1. We are the Branches, Nezers, 

Nazarenes.
2. We are to let life flow through 

us.
3. We are the branches reaching 

to the world.
Conclusion: We of our day are called

to be branches.
We are called to be Nazarenes.
Let us be faithful to that wonderful,
meaning-filled name.

G l e n  G . D a y t o n  
Pierre, South Dakota

No Room for Christ
There was no room for them in the 

inn (Luke 2: 7).
No room in the inn, 2:1-7. No room 

in the world (Matt. 2:16; John 1:12; 
Matt. 8:30). He lived as a stranger 
not quite thirty-three years among men, 
when He was ignominiously and mur­
derously driven out of this world, and 
from that time to this there has been 
little room for Jesus among men.
I. M e n  H a v e  No R o o m  f o r  C h r is t .

1. There is no room for Christ in 
men’s thoughts (Isa. 1:3). The mind of 
man is always more or less active; but 
multitudes give no place to Christ in 
their thoughts.

2. No room for Christ in conversa­
tion. Room for politics, business, neigh­
borhood gossip, but not for Christ (Ps. 
66:16).

3. Very often no room for Christ in 
business. Few are willing to admit 
Christ as a Partner into their business. 
He would object to some of the ways of 
doing business. He would not allow the 
firm to misrepresent its own standing. 
He would not take advantage of the 
ignorance of a customer.

4. No room for Christ in the amuse­
ments of the day. People want amuse­
ment; therefore horse races, balls, 
theatres, etc. But no room for Christ at 
these places. He would convince them 
of their folly, and convict them of sin.

5. No room for Christ in literature. 
Today perhaps ten unreligious books
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leave the press to one that is religious. 
Persons who say they have no taste for 
reading can sit and read a new novel 
till after midnight without getting 
sleepy.

6. Very many have no room for 
Christ in their homes and families. 
Husband and wife sit and plan about 
worldly matters, but no room for Christ. 
They teach their children how to work, 
do business, make money, how to dress, 
how to conduct themselves in society, 
but not how to worship the Lord Jesus 
Christ. No religious conversation, no 
family altar, no secret closet, no Bible 
reading!

7. No room for Christ in many of our 
churches. Worldliness, formality, bigo­
try, pride, contentions, divisions, etc., 
have crowded Him out.

8. No room for Christ in the heart 
(Matt. 15:7-9; Rev. 3:20). The heart 
that is full of wrath, envy, jealousy, evil 
lusts, etc., has no room for Christ.
II. R e m e m b e r , T h a t  i f  Y ou H a v e  No 
R o o m  f o r  C h r i s t ,  C h r i s t  H a s  No R o o m  
f o r  You.

1. Not in His Church. He receives 
only those who are willing to receive 
Him.

2. Not at His table (I Cor. 11:27-28).
3. Not in heaven (Rev. 21:27).

—W. K. W ie a n d

Christ the Resurrection and the Life

T e x t :  Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live (John 11:25).

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were 
among the few  intimate friends of 
Jesus. And when Lazarus died He re­
stored him to life again.
I. J e s u s  Is t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n .

He proved his resurrection power.
1. By raising the dead. The widow ’s 

son of Nain (Luke 7:11-15), Jairus’ 
daughter (Matt. 9 :19-25), and Lazarus.

2. By His own resurrection (Mark 
16:1-6).

3. He is the pledge of a general 
resurrection (I Cor. 15:16).

II. J e s u s  Is t h e  L i f e  ( J o h n  14:6).
1. He is the Source of all life (John 

1 :3 -4 ).
2. He is the Supporter of all life 

(Acts 17:28).
W e are sustained, daily, by His 
grace.

3. He is the Joy of life.
III. T h e  B e n e f i t s  o f  a  T r u e  F a i t h  

i n  H im .
“Though he were dead, yet shall he 

live.”
1. The spiritually dead shall live. “By 

faith are ye saved, through grace.” 
Those dead in trespasses and sins are 
born into the family of God.

2. Their bodies shall be raised again 
and they shall live forever in heaven 
(Rev. 21 :1 -7 ).

Have you realized Christ’s resurrec­
tion power in your heart?

Is He your Life and your Joy now?
—W. K. W ie a n d

O i J  I D E A S
THAT WORK

Lay Assistant Program
No pastor can singly minister to 200 

families who lay some claim to a church 
and reach 300 unchurched families in a 
community without real help.

But how to do this in a speedy suburb 
is our problem—we hope it was our 
problem.

There are several alternatives to this 
problem: assistant pastor, two or three 
part-time paid assistants to the pastor. 
We could not afford either, so our 
approach had to meet the need and 
cost $.00.

Our alternative, brought into being 
through board action, is a weekly pro­
gram of lay assistance on a formal basis. 
It has challenged and enriched our en­
tire church. Laymen do want to serve 
God in all circumstances.

Simply, we have:
A  male member serves from Monday 

through Sunday. His family will assist 
him, if needed.
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This man meets with the pastor on 
Monday for assignments.

Assignments: Visiting—four families 
on church fringe, two unchurched, and 
two member families. What they hope 
to accomplish by these visits is decided 
upon. These families will be visited 
between Monday and Sunday. The lay 
assistant will have charge of the prayer 
meeting and make hospital calls at pas­
toral request. On Sunday the lay assis­
tant is platform manager. In morning 
worship he makes announcements, leads 
responsive reading, and takes the offer­
ing. In the evening service he has 
complete charge. The song leader 
always leads the music in both services.

Our program goes in fits and starts, 
and certainly depends on talent and 
dedication of the lay assistant, but I 
believe it works reasonably well.

D a l l a s  D . M u c c i  
Tinley Park, Illinois 
(Now in South Hills Church, 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania)

PROBLEM: How can an incoming 
pastor change the Sunday school lit­
erature from one of the non-denomi- 
national publishing houses to Naza­
rene literature without causing a 
division in the church?

A n  I d a h o  P a s t o r  A d v is e s :
Education! Educate your people, 

starting with the superintendent; then 
m ove on to the supervisors and let them 
help you “sell” our own materials to the 
teachers and workers. This w on ’t be 
done overnight, but it is far superior to 
giving “ orders” to use our literature. 
Make people think it is their idea, or 
better still let it becom e their idea, 
through education and promotion, to use 
our “ own” literature. First, let them 
know we are a denomination. This is 
not a bad thing, as some would have us 
believe, but it’s the very thing that gives 
us our great outreach and potential. It 
joins us with thousands of others for 
strength greater than our own. Sell the

denomination first. When the people 
becom e increasingly proud of their heri­
tage and conscious of the promises of an 
expanding future, then it’s time to sell 
the Publishing House as the second 
phase of your educational program. Post 
pictures of the new General Board 
building, paid for through “our” purchas­
es. Advertise to your teachers and mem­
bers and friends that “ we helped build 
this” (and other efforts) because “we 
purchased supplies from our own pub­
lishing house.” Tell of the great con­
tributions to reading, through book 
publishing, the aid to foreign and home 
missions, the development of literature 
that helps our own people understand 
the teachings, beliefs, and doctrines of 
our faith that have made us stronger as 
the years have passed. Third, give your 
superintendent and supervisors the 
packets of materials for each depart­
ment (available from the publishing 
house in file folder containers). Ask 
them to give serious study and prayer 
to these. See if they are not better 
than, or at least comparable to, anything 
now being used. Tell your teachers 
frankly you want to use the best possi­
ble materials. Tell them at this point 
also of our obligation to do whatever 
we can to advance our own church. 
Convince them, by comparison, that our 
materials are tops. They will want the 
best too. As a last resort, change super­
visors gradually over a period of several 
years until you get genuine churchmen 
filling these posts of such great import­
ance. I do not believe in a captive 
market for our people, but I am con­
vinced that our materials are the finest, 
and our own work deserving o f our 
support. Don’t tell them! Show them!

PROBLEM: How can I educate my people 
to sing and appreciate the standard hymns 
of the Church?

E d it o r ’ s  N o t e : “My Problem” has be­
come OUR problem. Some very fine 
discussions have been received, but not 
enough to do justice to this column. Also 
ive are beset by tardiness. Some of the 
best discussions have been received too 
late to be used. If contributions are to 
be used they shoidd be received within

MY PR BLEM

December, 1964 (571) 43



thirty days after the problem is pub­
lished. Pastors, do you believe this 
feature is helpful? Your response dur­
ing the next few months will be inter­
preted as your answer—and if the 
answer is negative we will introduce 
something else. Remember, not over 
200 words, please. A $3.00 book credit 
will be mailed to each contributor 
whose answer we publish.

DECEMBER 

"O  Come, All Ye Faithful"
(Praise and Worship Hymnal, page 452)

Authorship
The earliest text of “Adeste Fideles,” 

written in 1751 by John Wade, is in a 
manuscript deposited at Stonyhurst 
College, entitled “ Cantus Diversi pro 
Dominicis et Festis per Annum.” Wade, 
who lived at the Catholic center at 
Douay, France, was a teacher of Latin 
and a transcriber of manuscripts in­
cluding music.

No less than a hundred translations 
of this classical gem have been made 
from the Latin; however the text that 
is best known to English-speaking 
Christians is the translation of Rev. 
Frederick Oakeley of Shrewsbury.
T h e  H y m n  T u n e : “Adeste Fideles”

(Portuguese Hymn)
C o m p o s e r : John Francis Wade, 1 7 1 1 -8 6 .

Although there have been conflicting 
credits expressed concerning the com ­
position of this music, there seems to be 
strong evidence that this is an original 
work of Wade, whose vocation involved 
the transcribing of musical manuscripts 
for others. He included this hymn in a 
manuscript that he copied for the 
English Roman Catholic College at 
Lisbon, Portugal, and in 1785 a copy 
was sent to the Portuguese Chapel in 
London. This introduced it to England 
and to the world and perhaps gained for 
it the name “Portuguese Hymn.” It is 
ideal for Christmas caroling, programs, 
and public services.
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Christmas Instructions
Take time this Christmas to go a little 

way apart,
And with the hands of prayer prepare the 

house which is your heart,

Brush out the dusty fears, brush out the 
cobwebs of your care,

Till in the house that is your heart it’s 
Christmas everywhere.

Light every window up with love, and 
let your love shine through,

So those who walk outside may share 
that blessed light with you.

Then will the rooms with joy be bright, 
with peace the heart be blessed,

And Christ himself will enter in to be 
your Christmas Guest.—A n o n y m o u s

—From the Missionary Worker

Just before Christmas a college professor 
received the following on an examination 
paper: “Only God knows the answer to 
this question. Merry Christmas.” Across 
the paper the professor wrote, “God gets 
an A and you get an F. Happy New Year.”

The Saviour's Birth
Oh, that birth forever blessed!

When the Virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,

Bore the Saviour of our race,
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,

First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore!

From Prudentius: “Of the Father’s 
Son Begotten”

Whatever weakens your reason, impairs 
the tenderness of your conscience, obscures 
your sense of God, or takes off the relish 
of spiritual things, in short, whatever in­
creases the strength and authority of your 
body over your mind, that thing is sin to 
you, however innocent it may seem in itself.

—Susanna Wesley 
(Mother of John and Charles Wesley)
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Either we will see a way to do the job 
or we will alibi for not doing the job. 
— R o y  S m e e .

When you are commanding limitless re­
sources you have a right to expect im­
probable results.— H a r d y  C. P o w e r s .

Loving a happy life, I feared it in its 
abode, and sought it by fleeing from it. 
— A u g u s t i n e ,  in Confessions.

The Last of the Year
The Christmas tree is taken down;

The needles had begun to fall.
Back in the boxes on the shelves 

Go candle, star, and crystal ball.

Tonight upon the stroke of twelve 
The bells and whistles will begin 

To ring and blow the Old Year out 
And ring a lovely New Year in.

In this Old Year, I wonder if 
I have done always as I should.

In this New Year that is to come 
O Lord, may I be kind and good.

C a r m e n  M a l o n e  

—Union Story Paper

When You Celebrate
(Continued from page 5)

the congregation gathers to commem­
orate and celebrate the sacrament. 
This service can be made the more 
impressive by the use of lighted can­
dles arranged in the shape of a cross 
upon the tables.

Thus far the Christian year. The 
cycle of the natural year, it should 
be remembered, is also God’s year. 
This can be made significant in var­
ious ways in the church. I will men­
tion but one, that of harvest.

I come from a country in which 
“ the harvest festival” is well ob­
served. In many parts of the United 
States this is not done. When the ob­
servance is introduced, provided it 
can be done artistically, it is received 
with joy which is more than pleasure. 
Try it by arranging at the appro­
priate time a well-designed cornu­

copia on the altar. Other ^evidences 
of God’s creative power and goodness 
can be added to the sanctuary by 
those who have the know-how of 
these things.

Thus one could enlarge upon this 
worthwhile and educational aspect of 
church life. Special events in the 
church’s local and denominational 
history could be visually presented. 
In the United States there are many 
opportunities for special patriotic 
visual presentations. For the vital 
ongoing of your church, I say, use all 
these occasions, making sure, how­
ever, that the final result is also the 
finest result, which is spiritual nur­
ture and evangelism.

B y  S. D. G o r d o n : “ Let us never for­
get that the greatest thing we can 
do for God or for man is to pray. For 
we can accomplish far more by our 
prayers than by our work. Prayer is 
omnipotent; it can do anything that 
God can do. When we pray God 
works.”

Don’t Forget Your NAZARENE P R E A C H E R -
Do Not M iss an Issue. The Post Office Will Not 
Forward Copies Unless You Pay Extra Post­
age. SO PLEASE— at Least S ix Weeks Before 
You Move, Send Us Your New Address, In­
cluding Zip Code, Your Old Address, and a 
Label from a Back Issue.
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One of the richest experiences of the pastor at Christmas is the 
perennially fresh discovery of the love in the hearts of his people for 
him and his . . . The gifts, bought so lavishly and presented with such 
shining eyes, are exciting, just in themselves . . . But that warm, 
rosy glow of happiness and that strange tightness in the throat cannot 
be traced merely to the gifts . . . Behind them is a divine cord of 
affection that is not of this world . . .  It is this tender tie, manifest in 
so many delightful ways, that dissolves in the tears of holy joy every 
pain and disappointment . . . There is no sweeter sound than the 
words “ Our Pastor” . . .  It is doubtful if life can offer any nobler 
honor to men than this relationship . . . But out there somewhere is 
another man of God, also a preacher, who does not hear these words, 
nor receive these magnificent gifts . . . His self-sacrifice in preaching 
his heart out while living out of a suitcase helped the church reach 
this level of unselfish love . . . He must buy gifts— maybe contribute 
to the gift for his pastor—yet during this season when he needs 
money the most his income has stopped . . .  I don’t need to tell any­
body that I am talking about the evangelist, of course . . .  I have a 
notion that the pastor will enjoy his gifts just a little more, and bask 
in the warm glow of his people’s love with a little clearer conscience, 
and sleep on Christmas Eve with a little lighter heart, if he has given 
forethought to his brother-preacher, and followed the suggestion on 
p. 27 . . . Ten dollars— so little missed by the remembering church 
but such a boon to the remembered evangelist! . . . Let’s see—twenty 
churches served valiantly in a year— twenty grateful churches saying, 
“ Merry Christmas,” with a check—that’s $200 . . . Not much, yet 
enough to help make Christmas cozy and bountiful, rather than 
strained and meager . . . Enough for a car payment, a new winter 
coat for the wife, maybe Susan’s teeth fixed, (at least one, at today’s 
prices), or those much-needed storm windows . . . Certainly the 
evangelist and his family already cherish in their hearts a jewel of 
gratitude for the Saviour—we are sure of that . . . But why not 
provide a material setting for that lovely jewel? . . .  If the jewel is 
appropriate, the setting is too . . . Let’s bring the evangelist into the 
glow of our church Christmas fires, and let him too know the heart- 
clutching experience of being remembered and loved by the people 
whom he has served.

Until next month,
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