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Lord, Give Us a Miracle!
General Superintendent Edward Lawlor

W h o  c a n  draw close t o  the year’s loveliest season, Christmas, 
without thinking in terms of miracles?

Bethlehem and the Incarnation stand as the focal point of all our 
ministry. From  this center radiate the great miracles that are the 
foundation stones of our task: the atonement . . . the Resurrection . . . 
culminating in the reconciliation of mankind to God, for “ god was 
in Christ, reconciling the w orld unto him self” (II Cor. 5 :19 ). M ore­
over He “ hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation.” And 
perhaps the most surprising miracle of all— He can fit and enable 
us to face this awesome task.

There is a revolutionary manifesto for our day in the dramatic 
miracle recorded in the ninth chapter of the Gospel according to John. 
Here is a man born blind. The disciples seem to have gotten lost in 
a jungle of “ w hys” and “ whats,” but Jesus sets forth differences. 
M iraculously, He can make a difference in a w orld of darkness. It 
does seem to me that today we Nazarene ministers must either see 
again the miracles of God that make a difference or retreat into the 
unachieving darkness of cold professionalism! It is thrilling to watch 
this healed man testify to the miracle. There he stands, face-to-face 
with the controversial, dictatorial spirit of those who try to confuse 
him. And he sticks to his guns. “ One thing I know ,” he says, “ that, 
whereas I was blind, now  I see” (John 9 :25 ). He does not demand or 
try to give an explanation or seek to figure out what was done. He 
did not need to. As a child of today who, ignorant of electricity, simply 
flips a switch and enjoys the light, he just accepts what he knows to 
be fact. This man knew  that, though he was blind, now he could see—  
and this is what he talked about. He was not testifying to an opinion 
or picking up someone else’s term inology but, with rugged common 
sense, he said, “ Look, I can see! A  miracle has taken place.” W e 
must be able to do the same!

During 1970 we who are Nazarene ministers must not let a day 
go by without grasping the opportunities we all have to share with 
others the m iracle of G od ’s love. The Department of Evangelism has 
designated 1970 as a year of all-out evangelism in our church. If it is 
to happen, we will have to be radically committed to a faith in 
miracles. W e may talk wistfully about a host of past miracles stretch­
ing from  that starry night in Bethlehem to December, 1969, but this 
is not enough. A  new  year faces us and we must reveal a God of 
Miracles within reach of the N O W  generation: the miracle of the 
new birth; the miracle of restoration for those who have turned 
back and follow  Him no more; the miracle of entire sanctification,

(Continued on page 3 )



/*ft»7fe~}EDITOR
The Dual Nature o f the Church

Th e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  o f the divine-human relationship is difficult to 
decipher. In Christ this is called “ the Christological problem .” 

A  similar puzzle is the H oly Scriptures— where is the exact line of 
demarcation between the human and divine? Even m ore acutely, per­
haps, is man himself an example. He is earthly and biological, yet 
spiritual and otherworldy. He is stamped b y  the image of God, yet 
the image of dust. He is both material and immaterial, and any 
attempt to solve the problem  by  denying the dualism results in a 
distorted and unchristian doctrine of man.

What is often overlooked is that the Church shows the same 
kind of dualism. To ignore this is to make a true doctrine of the 
Church impossible. It is both visible and invisible, local and uni­
versal, an organization yet an organism.

As the body of Christ, it is com posed of all regenerate persons, 
including those who have not yet joined a visible church. They are 
joined to Christ and to all other believers by  the life of the Spirit 
within them. This is a mystical, but real union which creates a sense 
of kinship and love among all regenerate persons, regardless of 
external ties. This is the “ invisible” Church in the sense that only 
Christ himself knows the identity and full tally of these redeemed.

But the invisible Church is made up of very visible, flesh-and- 
blood persons, who gravitate together in very visible, local assem­
blies, for mutual worship, fellowship, and service. Ideally, o f course, 
the visible Church is the exact counterpart of the invisible Church. 
A ll in Christ should be in a local body  of believers; and all in 
the local body of believers should be in Christ. But this, un­
fortunately, may not always be true. Paul acknowledged this pos­
sibility when he foresaw the inner schism in the Ephesian church: 
“ For I know this, that after m y departing shall grievous w olves enter 
in among you, not sparing the flock. A lso of your own selves shall 
men rise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.”

Because of this peril Paul urged: “ Take heed therefore unto your­
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the H oly  Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.”

Such constant, jealous guardianship shouldn’t be necessary. Alert 
watchfulness seems strangely out of keeping with the trust and 
freedom  which should prevail, but that which is not altogether 
pleasant is made necessary by  the dualism. The Church is still on 
earth. It is accessible to Satan, who makes himself an angel of
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light. It is accessible to wolves in sheeps’ clothing, and to all manner 
of false prophets. Furthermore, it is made up of people who, even 
if they once got in by  regeneration, are still in the body, still on 
probation, and m ay backslide. A nd the rub is that, having back­
slidden, they m ay remain in the organized Church and cling like 
leeches to their positions.

Just as there is a fight between life and death in the physical 
body, so there is a similar struggle in the Church. A  healthy body 
is constantly ridding itself of inner foes. The fevers and discomforts 
which w e suffer in our physical illnesses may be unpleasant, but 
they are really signs of basic health. There is enough vitality in us 
to do battle with threatening disease. It is when we are too feeble 
to fight that we die. Exactly so in the Church. Churches that 
approximate in their personnel the true body of Christ will be 
highly sensitive to alien elements in their midst— either doctrinal or 
ethical— and will seek by  prayer, preaching, and prom otion of revival 
to rid themselves of them. They w on ’t gloat over “ back-door revivals,” 
nor w ill they glory in their smallness, but they will be endeavoring 
by  every conceivable watchfulness to maintain integrity as New Tes­
tament churches. A nd a church— or a denomination— which no longer 
is capable of identifying heresy, and no longer able either to isolate 
it or to expel it, is either already dead or nearly so.

Lord, G ive  Us a  M iracle! (Continued from  page 1)

a cleansing, purifying, and em powering experience; the miracle of 
divine healing for body  and spirit.

The world, even as in the long ago, is still trying to banish the 
fact of divine miracles. Those who drove the healed blind man out of 
their society w ould still exclude men who preach and testify to 
miracles. W e must be m astered by a vision and an experience that 
demonstrate faith and hope in these crisis-caught days and testify of 
miracles. The true form ula for happiness is found in the pilgrimage of 
the blind man from  darkness into light. This must ever stand as an 
evidence of what Christ can do for all men. For our God of miracles 
is never imprisoned by time. It is we who can refuse, leave, and 
therefore becom e irrelevant to our generation. It is we who can 
give lip service and m erely endorse the possibility of miracles, thereby 
retaining the status quo, and deny the revolutionary nature of 
miracles.

It is m y faith that God wants His ministers to identify themselves 
unequivocally with miracles in our ministry. O God, give every 
Nazarene minister a miracle today, for the real mission of our church 
is to make our people conscious of the God of Miracles! And more 
than that, teach us to transform the verbal miracle into the visible. 
Amen. “ In these times, God is able.”
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We are celebrating Christmas because 
the apostle w ith  a passion w en t west

When St. Paul Crossed the Hellespont

By Herbert M cGonigle*

Gr e a t  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  are 
often decided by actions which 

in themselves appear small and in­
significant. When, on the second mis­
sionary journey, Paul a n d  Silas 
came to southern Galatia, their first 
employment was to visit the congre­
gations in Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra. 
Having encouraged the converts, Paul 
turned to head northwest into pro­
consular Asia with its vast and popu­
lous cities of Colossae, Ephesus, and 
Smyrna. It seemed the obvious di­
rection to take, heavily populated 
areas in contrast to the wasteland of 
interior Asia Minor.

But it was not to be. “ They were 
forbidden by t h e  H oly Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia.” No ex­
planation is given of this strange 
command. Paul must have been 
greatly perplexed by the insistency 
of the Spirit that Asia was not then 
to receive the Gospel. But he was a 
man under orders and so he turned 
northward. A rriving on the eastern 
border of Mysia, Paul and Silas, now 
joined by Timothy, prepared to turn 
northeast into Bithynia, but again 
they were prevented by the Spirit. 
What could it mean? They could not 
turn south; Asia was closed to them. 
Now Bithynia was likewise prohib­
ited. The only course open was due 
west and in that direction they 
travelled until they reached Troas.

♦Pastor, Uddingston, Glasgow, Scotland.

“ A  good man’s stops, as well as his 
steps,”  M ueller of Bristol used to say, 
“ are ordered by the Lord,” and when 
Paul came to Troas, he began to un­
derstand w hy Asia and Bithynia had 
been forbidden. In His wisdom, God 
had closed the roads to Asia Minor 
and brought Paul and his friends to 
the port of Troas.

Alexandria Troas, to give it its full 
name, was a great and important sea­
faring city. Most of the trade from  
Asia to Macedonia passed through 
Troas; it was the meeting place of 
two great provinces, Asia and, across 
the Aegean Sea, Macedonia. Here 
two worlds met, Asia and Europe, 
East and West. Into this thronging, 
bustling Asian port came the Chris­
tian missionaries, unnoticed on the 
busy streets, and feeling in them­
selves that they hardly knew where 
they were going.

W e have no record of Paul preach­
ing there; he came and went incog­
nito, unnoticed, and unknown. How 
could the people of Troas know  that 
in the heart and spirit of that Jewish 
traveler there rested the destiny of 
nations? H ow could they know that 
this journey through their city would 
be one of the most significant ever 
made by any man anywhere? Troas 
had been the place of destiny before. 
X erxes had passed there on his way 
to do battle with the Greeks; there, 
by the tomb of Achilles, the heart
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of A lexander the Great was fired 
with enthusiasm to overthrow the 
dynasties on the East; and there, too, 
in later days, Julius Caesar had 
rested after the victory of Pharsalia 
and dreamed of his empire embracing 
East and W est with Troas as his 
capital. Yes, history had been made 
at A lexandria Troas, and now history 
was being made again.

Having been guided to Troas, Paul 
now  saw the divine intention. He 
was not unm oved as, standing with 
his back to the east, he gazed across 
the Hellespont and there on the 
other side lay Europe. From his 
classical background, Paul knew the 
tales of love and war and enterprise 
associated with this very place— tales 
that had fired the imagination of so 
many. Not far away lay the Plain of 
Troy, where, as recounted in H om er’s 
immortal song, the w orlds of East and 
W est had struggled in mortal com ­
bat. Up there, with Mount Ida tower­
ing behind him, had once sat X erxes 
on a m arble throne while there 
passed by, below, his seemingly in­
vincible army of 2 million men with 
which he fondly hoped to bring Eur­
ope to her knees.

Nov/ another conqueror was march­
ing west— not a proud and despotic 
Xerxes, but Paul of Tarsus, apostle 
extraordinary for Christ, and with 
a commission from  heaven to bring 
the Gospel of peace to nations torn 
apart with the ruin of war. This 
conqueror, too, w ould fight battles—  
in the jail at Philippi, on the streets 
of Thessalonica, on M ars’ Hill at 
Athens— battles for the minds and 
souls of men. X erxes and Alexander 
fought to make men slaves; Paul 
fought to bring men into a slavery 
in which there is perfect liberty. To 
these despots human blood was cheap 
and expendable. To Paul every in­
dividual s o u l  was of incalculable 
worth. A lexander dreamed of im­

posing his will on the mysterious 
East; X erxes stormed with s h e e r  
might to crush all that lay in his 
way; Paul sought, by  love, sacrifice, 
and the pow er of the Spirit, to plant 
a Kingdom not of this world in the 
hearts of men.

As he gazed across the Hellespont, 
we can imagine the feelings of the 
indomitable apostle. Yearning for the 
glory of Christ and filled with am­
bition to plant the standard of the 
Cross in every land, he longed to 
cast himself upon Europe and win it 
for his Lord. He knew of Greece— 
Greece with all her wisdom, her 
learning, her seeking after knowledge, 
yet so lost to that truth that makes 
for salvation. He knew of Rom e— 
Rome with her irresistible armies; 
Rome, the bringer of civilization, law, 
and order; Rome, the conqueror of 
the world, yet so blind to the world 
that is to come. Beyond Greece and 
Rom e lay other nations, barbaric, 
wild, and unknown; races made in 
the image of God, yet so ignorant of 
Him, of themselves, and of that life 
that Christ came to offer! In his heart 
Paul carried the message for all— the 
message of pardon and hope and won­
derful grace; the message for cul­
tured Greek, militant Roman, and 
savage Gaul. There across the Hel­
lespont was a world that needed 
Christ, a w orld that cried for help 
and deliverance, for the knowl­
edge of the one true God.

These were the thoughts, the hopes, 
the ambitions that filled the heart 
and mind of Paul as he lay asleep 
that night, and which projected them­
selves into a vision that confirmed 
the longings of his heart. There on 
the other shore, the shore he had 
gazed on that very day, stood a man 
of the West, crying, “ Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us.” That man 
represented Europe. In his cry, all
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Europe cried for help. From  the 
Highlands of Scotland to the Steppes 
of Russia, from  the fiords of Norway 
to the vineyards of Spain, there arose 
a cry from  a people in bondage, 
not to Rom e or the armies of men, 
but in bondage to savage passions, 
paralysing fears, and the awful empti­
ness of pagan worship. The dark, 
dark night of heathen idolatry lay 
upon Europe, and now out of that 
darkness arose a cry for help, a cry 
for the Light of the World. And that 
cry  did not go unanswered, for as 
the sun rose next day behind Mount 
Ida, Paul and his friends were sailing 
across the Hellespont bound for the 
shores of Macedonia.

How great is the wisdom of God! 
“ How unsearchable are his judg­
ments, and his ways past finding 
out!” A  mighty purpose of our God 
was in operation that day when Paul 
crossed to Europe. W e cannot think 
of that journey without the deepest 
gratitude and thanksgiving. Chris­
tianity was born in the East; we 
might have expected it to spread first 
among those peoples more akin to the 
Jews than the people of Europe. In­
stead of com ing west, Christianity 
might have gone east. Think of that 
picture— Christianity blazing its way 
through Arabia, laying the Orient at 
the feet of Christ, pushing over the 
Himalayas, and building its churches 
on the banks of the Indus and the 
Ganges. Beyond India lay China and 
the millions of Mongolia and central 
Asia. There the precious faith might 
have gone, spreading, not from  Rome, 
but from Calcutta— and today Eyrope 
and Am erica would be receiving mis­
sionaries from beyond Tibet and Ben­
gal, com e to tell us the story of the 
Cross.

But such was not the will of God. 
The Gospel m oved west, not east; 
and on Europe, and eventually the 
New World, God conferred an un­

speakable privilege and priority. Paul 
crossed the Hellespont and in that 
journey the future of Europe was de­
cided.

To Philippi, Paul came— Philippi, 
the first European city privileged to 
hear the eternal gospel; Philippi, 
where 100 years before, A nthony and 
Octavian had smashed the rebellion 
of Brutus and Cassius thus securing 
the dominion of Rome. Now at Phil­
ippi other battles w ere to be fought, 
not for the glory of arms of perish­
able kingdoms, but for the immortal 
souls of men. Dow n by  the riverside 
in Philippi, Paul found a band of 
worshippers, precursors of t h o s e  
Christian congregations that one day 
would spread throughout Europe. The 
first European convert was a woman, 
Lydia, a shining prefigurem ent of 
that change the Gospel w ould bring to 
the w om en of the West. Converted 
also was an unnamed dem on-pos­
sessed girl, a further rem inder of that 
degradation from  which Christ would 
redeem the wom en of Europe, and 
in her healing of mind and soul a 
prophecy of that dignity to be con­
ferred u p o n  wom anhood by  the 
preaching of the Cross.

In the Philippian jail, while the 
earthquake rumbled its defiance, the 
keeper wept and cried for m ercy, 
the first of a great army of the men of 
the West who would bow  the knee 
to the Man of Galilee. The prison 
stocks were grim harbingers of what 
it would cost to follow  Christ, and 
the songs at midnight w ere the first 
strains of the Hallelujah Chorus that 
in the centuries to com e w ould rise 
from  the lips of the redeem ed of the 
West. The destiny of Europe and the 
New W orld was decided that day 
when Paul crossed the Hellespont. 
The destiny of Asia, Africa, and the 
isles of the sea depends now in this 
generation on the fervor and faith­
fulness of a mission-minded Church.
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Firm but Fair

By J. W. Swearengen*

O n the occasion  o f  m y ord ination , Dr. R. T. W illiam s gave m e som e 
a dvice  a long w ith an adm onition  w hich  I w ill never forget. As he hand­
ed m e m y credentials he told m e to  “ be firm  w ith  the truth, but be fair 
w ith  the people.”  B y the help o f the H oly  Spirit I have tried to fo llow
his advice.

T ruth  is certa in ly  firm . O ur L ord  said w hat He meant, and m eant 
w hat H e said. A n oin ted  preaching cou ld  very  w ell in clude liftin g  the 
voice , and even  som e physical exertion  to drive hom e a poin t o f truth. 
But n o m atter how  loudly  expressed, ou r opin ions have m erit on ly  when 
they are scriptural and produce spiritual good  to the individual, and 
honor to ou r G od. In m any cases ruggedness in declaration  o f truth m ay 
be reduced to "raggedness.”

B ut truth is also fair. Congressional “ im m unity”  m ay be the right 
o f  those elected to those bodies. Harsh, unkind w ords are used to cut 
dow n  proposals and opponents. Please, m ay w e never use pulpit “ im ­
m u n ity” ! A s pastors and evangelists w e are given  the high honor of 
pu lpit m inistry, and this privilege should not be abused w ith  unfa ir 
charges and rash statements. Those sitting in the pews listen courteously, 
but d o  not get the spiritual help they w ant and need.

It m ay be true that not all laym en are up to par in a life  and testi­
m on y  w hich  is acceptable to G od. There are those w ho have not kept 
their vow s to the church . But w hen tem pted to use a club, evangelists 
and pastors need to look  lon g  and w ell at their ow n attitudes and actions. 
W hat if the situation  w ere reversed and w e w ere on  the listening end?

W e shou ld rem em ber there are laym en w ho stand b y  w ith  their 
prayers, presence, finances, and encouragem ent w ith  a devotion  w hich  
in all probab ility  som e m en o f the clergy  cou ld  not m atch. Thank G od 
for ou r laym en w ho w ork  hard in atm ospheres unbelievably w icked, then 
com e to ou r services ready to accept the W ord  o f truth w hich  m ay edify , 
correct, instruct, reprove, or rebuke. The H oly Spirit w ill m ake appli­
ca tion  o f  the truth.

Dr. L eo  C. Davis told me, in his un ique w ay, about m eetings he had 
attended w hich  rem inded him  o f tw o farm ers feed ing hogs. One w ould 
take his basket o f  ear corn  to the pen and after clim bing over the fence 
strew  the corn  on  the grou nd  and call the hogs to eat it. The other 
farm er likew ise took  a basket o f corn , and putting the basket on  the 
fence, w ou ld  ca ll the hogs, then proceed  to throw  one ear at a tim e at 
the anim als, h itting them  w here he could. Both pens o f  hogs got the 
corn , but one set had to take a lot o f  abuse w hile doing so. W e have 
seen both types o f feed in g in services.

U nw ise statem ents, a long w ith  u nfa ir altar-call propositions, need to 
be cancelled  out o f ou r w ork . Let us “ be firm  w ith  the truth, but be 
fa ir  to the people.”

♦Evangelist, Kankakee, 111.

December, 1969 7



Some tools are not w orn -ou t— 
they just need to be resharpened

Sunday N ight Evangelism and Current Trends

By Wesley D. Tracy*

IN LIGHT OF CERTAIN TRENDS today, 
perhaps the question of the Sun­

day night service is not how to re­
vitalize this service, nor yet can we 
revitalize it? The real problem may 
go much deeper— Can we justify even 
trying to revive and continue the 
Sunday night evangelistic program ? 
Do we have the right to try to pre­
serve this method, this “ apparatus 
given by a culture which is presently 
dying” (Samuel S. Hill, Jr.) ?

Before we make a blind and heated 
defense of our tradition, let us ad­
mit that according to the word of the 
“ old-tim ers”  our evangelistic services 
on Sunday night are much less ef­
fective than they were “ 40 years 
ago,” perhaps 50 percent less effective 
in reaching the lost. If in another 
generation the Sunday night service 
is 90 percent less effective, will we 
still dogmatically insist on maintain­
ing this structure?

Our captivity to tradition must not 
be so strong as to “ prevent us from 
admitting all the church ’s form s and 
organizations are expendable if they 
stand in the way of sharing G od ’s love 
to all men. Everything is expend­
able save the operation of G od ’s 
grace in the world and in the church” 
(Howard M o o d y ). If we continue to

*Pastor, Oil City, Pa.

m ajor on a Sunday night, revival- 
type service when it is not G od ’s will, 
when it is not effective, then we will 
miss the wider m inistry to which 
Christ has called His Church. If we 
are m ore dedicated to preserving a 
form  than to using the most effec­
tive methods of winning men, then 
we shall find ourselves uniquely dedi­
cated to the tradition of the church 
while neglecting the task of the 
church.

Certainly G od ’s main interest is not 
to save the Sunday night service, but 
to save m en; not to save Nazarene 
custom, but to save lost souls.

W hen it becam e impractical for 
Christ to preach in the synagogues, 
He took to the fields and meadows. 
When W esley’s dynamism could not 
be contained within the staid sanctu­
aries of Anglicania, he evangelized in 
the streets and lanes. If the time ever 
com es when the Sunday night service 
is not a practical m ethod of evange­
lism, we must courageously give her 
an honored funeral and lay her to rest 
in the “ mothball fleet” of honored 
but replaced Christian forms.

Can the Sunday night service be a 
relic of t h e  nineteenth century? 
Could the Sunday night preaching 
service be evangelistically less sig­
nificant than say small study groups,

8 The Nazarene Preacher



social-action projects, visitation pro­
grams, slum mission projects, or 
youth program s?

What is our answer?
In a small church in an evening ser­

vice a 16-year old girl came to the 
altar. As she wept, the kindly lady 
pastor patted her head affectionately 
and said, “ Now, Honey, you know 
you ’re alright. Y ou  are a Christian. 
D on ’t let the devil make you cast 
away your confidence. Y ou ’re a good 
girl.”

The 16-year-old seeker lifted her 
tear-filled eyes to meet the pastor’s 
and with an agony torn from  the 
depths of her heart she cried, “ That’s 
what you  think! I drink, I dance, I 
smoke, I swear, and I ’ve been running 
around with a married m an!”

Perhaps we n e e d  evangelistic 
preaching on Sunday nights more 
than we have realized.

In one sense the Sunday night ser­
vice, conceived of as a service of in­
volvem ent and participation, is pe­
culiarly relevant to our time. The 
tormented youth of the fifties and 
sixties scream at us that our religion 
has failed them. But the religion that 
they have rejected is structured, li­
turgical formalism. A nd while our 
Nazarene services on Sunday m orn­
ing are becom ing m ore liturgical, the 
Sunday night service still stands, 
ideally at least, as a service of in­
volvem ent and informal participation. 
This should uniquely communicate 
with the tide in the religious thought 
of young Am ericans that surges to­
ward unstructured religion.

Participation and dialogue through 
songs, testimonies, and altar work, 
while certainly not identical with 
“ unstructured” concepts, are unique­
ly in touch with the group-dynam ic 
m ood of new  religious thought.

It is perhaps a temptation to 
evangelicals to join  the drift toward 
making the key operation of the

church to becom e “ tangible,”  massive 
impersonal, social programs, though 
they tend to becom e

Organized charity, scrimped and 
iced

In the name of a cautious, statis­
tical Christ.

(John Boyle)
The following incident from  the 

experience of Margaret Sangster il­
lustrates the absolute necessity of the 
“ spiritual” dimension of salvation.

There limped into Margaret Sang- 
ster’s goodwill-center playroom  one 
day a boy on a homemade crutch 
and a homemade cane. One foot 
turned com pletely around and faced 
backward. His whole body was so 
twisted that he could not play with 
the others. He had been run over 
by a truck. The situation broke Miss 
Sangster’s heart. She took him to a 
doctor. The doctor said that it would 
take several operations and a long 
time in the hospital but the boy could 
walk again. He agreed to perform  
the operations free. But there was the 
matter of enormous hospital expenses.

Margaret Sangster held a confer­
ence with three bankers, who agreed 
to pay the hospital expenses. “ The 
time cam e,” she said, “ when that 
boy literally danced into m y play­
room, and putting his hands on his 
hips, he pirouetted around. He hopped 
on one foot and then the other, and 
then asked, ‘H ow ’m I doing, Miss 
M argaret?’

“ W hen he had gone, I walked 
around the playroom  with m y shoul­
ders up and m y head held high with 
pride. I said to myself, ‘Margaret, 
that’s one thing that you  did that you  
can see. Y ou  are always complain­
ing that you can’t see any visible re­
sults . . . There’s one thing definite 
that you can put your finger on that 
you did.’ ”

Then Margaret Sangster leaned 
over the podium and asked, “ Where
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Practical
Points

\ that make 
a difference

On Using the King's English

D ear Son:
I w ish that I cou ld  handle m y native 

tongue better than I do. The broken  En­
glish o f those w ho w orked  on  our farm  in 
the early  days m ade m e a user o f several 
languages, but a master o f none. But there 
is one thing that any laym an expects of 
h is pastor— the proper use o f his m other 
tongue.

W e deeply appreciate any insights that 
he m ight share w ith us from  the bib lica l 
languages, the fine distinctions o f another 
day that gu ide us to truth. But the one 
factor that makes us proud o f him  in the 
pulpit is his use of the “ K in g ’s English.” 
It is the least that w e can expect o f  any 
m inister in the public pulpit.

N ow  you have en joyed  all the advantages 
o f a college education , and w e expect such 
from  you! But can  we expect this o f every 
preacher? I believe so! A n d  w h y ? Souls 
are the answer! If a m an loses a sou l w ho 
is sensitive to the “ K in g ’s English,”  he em ­
barrasses him self, his profession, and his 
Lord.

M other and I are sending you  a tape re­
corder— not because we think that you  need 
to im prove you r English, but in order that 
you  m ight not grow  careless. One preacher 
told m e that he has every  serm on he has 
preached, on either m anuscript or tape re­
corder. It is not a bad idea! Y ou r old dad 
has a “ sneaking suspicion”  that, all things 
being equal, the H oly Spirit expresses h im ­
self best through the com m itted spirit o f a 
m an w ho speaks w ell in the pulpit.

This completes the very helpful "Practical 
Points”  series, which has been running through­
out 1969. Every “ point”  has been a needed re­
minder. We are grateful to the college pulpiteer- 
professor who has prepared them—whose name 
has been withheld at his request.—Editor.
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do you think he is today— the boy 
the doctors and bankers and I straigh­
tened ou t?”

From  the audience came answers: 
“ A  banker?” . . . “ G overnor of the 
state?” . . . “ A  senator?” . . . “ A  
law yer?”  To each she answered, 
“ N o.” Then she held up her hand for 
silence and with sadness said, “ Y ou ’d 
never guess. H e’s in the penitentiary 
for life for a crim e that was so hein­
ous, so terrible, that except for his 
youth they would have sent him to 
the electric chair or the gas chamber 
. . . Do you see what m y mistake 
was? I spent so m uch time teaching 
that boy how  to walk that I forgot 
to teach him w here  to w alk.”

Let’s actively minister to the phys­
ical and social needs of men, but let 
us make spiritual salvation absolute­
ly primary.

Pass the aspirin, please

Our nation today is sick— nause­
ated, sick and tired of what it sees 
in Am erican life— riots, looting, burn­
ing, war, delinquency, strikes, divorce, 
immorality, crime, frustration, futil­
ity. The masses sense their “ ethical 
deprivation,”  a condition which ex ­
ists “ when the individual com es to 
feel that the dominant values of the 
society no longer provide him with 
a meaningful w ay of organizing his 
life, and that it is necessary for him 
to find an alternative.”  This ethical 
deprivation has produced a m ood of 
existential nausea that pervades the 
nation. Black day for the Church? 
No, just the opposite. This adds up 
t o  t h e  greatest opportunity the 
Church has had in years. W hy? B e­
cause when you get a headache you 
start looking for the aspirin. When 
you  get sick you search for a remedy.

Traditional institutions, anemic re­
ligion, nor yet hippiedom have been 
able to satisfy sick Am erica. A nd in
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this day of m oral fogs and spiritual 
twilight I sense that Am erica is 
fum bling in the medicine cabinet 
looking for the answer. Let’s give 
them that answer— f o u n d in Jesus 
Christ. Not the same old phony, half­
hearted religion that has proven to 
be inadequate, but the transforming, 
redeeming grace of a living, vital 
Christ. A  revitalized, H oly Spirit- 
baptized, evangelistic Sunday night 
program can be a significant part of 
this answer.

If there had never been any Sun­
day night service with its God- 
honored, glorious history, I think 
I w ould now propose a Sunday night 
evangelistic program  as a bold new 
departure, for in the future such a 
program  will meet the needs and fit 
the m ood of Am erica better than it 
has in a long time.

Make the Sunday night service 
evangelistic

A  starting point is to rebuild the 
philosophy of the Sunday night ser­
vice as an evangelistic service. What 
many churches have accepted for the 
Sunday night program is a m idweek- 
prayer-m eeting-type service with the 
faithful few — usually about 50 per­
cent of the Sunday school attendance 
— gathering for an inform al session 
o f mutual edification with a devo­
tional message from  the pastor, and 
no altar call.

Dr. Orville W. Jenkins writes that 
in the past in a typical Sunday night 
service

an aggressive, Spirit-filled man oc­
cupied the pulpit and brought a 
message from God which captured 
the hearts and minds of the people. 
Sitting in the pews were people full 
of faith in God and filled with com­
passion . . . for their fellowman. 
Also assembled there were people 
sick at heart and hungry to know 
Christ.

In our services today one or more 
of these three elements is usually 
missing. Most conspicuous by their 
absence are those whom Dr. Jenkins 
described as “ sick at heart and hun­
gry to know Christ.” This continual 
fact moves the pastor away from pre­
paring aggressive evangelistic ser­
mons for Sunday night, for they 
would be delivered to the saved and 
sanctified or to empty seats. The 
idea of shifting the m ajor part of the 
pulpit-evangelism program to the 
morning service is not altogether sat­
isfactory. People will com e to the 
altar more readily on Sunday night 
than on Sunday morning.

W e need to find a way to educate 
our people to the idea that Sunday 
night and W ednesday night services 
are not identical twins. W e must get 
across to them that Sunday night is 
a tool by which they can carry out 
the local implications of the Great 
Commission. This is the avenue 
through which they can becom e soul 
winners; this is the service that the 
unsaved should be urged to attend.

Personal a n d  pulpit evangelism 
must w ork together to accomplish 
the full-orbed evangelistic task. There 
is no sense in which they are ever 
in competition with each other. Let 
us face the fact that only a very small 
percentage of our people will really 
be effective as personal soul winners, 
that is, being able to pray people 
through in their homes, on the job, 
in trains, etc. However, almost all 
our people can get someone to attend 
a preaching service.

I believe in and practice personal 
evangelism, but there are several ad­
vantages to praying through at a 
public altar over finding Christ else­
where. (1) The seeker at the altar 
senses himself to be more of a “ child 
of the church.” (2) The Christians 
who helped at the altar feel a sense 
of responsibility for their “ new child.”
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(3 ) There is the a s p e c t  of public 
confession and testimony that is ben­
eficial. So even though personal 
evangelism, thank God, is in the as­
cendancy, we need not think that 
pulpit evangelism is expendable.

Perhaps our p o o r  attendance on 
Sunday nights is a commentary on 
our commitment to secondary stan­
dards. No one has to report or record 
attendance or interest in the Sunday 
night services. Seldom is any organ­
ized effort to reach absentees from  
the Sunday night service made. W hen 
visits are made, we mostly invite peo­
ple to the morning service or the 
Sunday school. If Sunday night evan­
gelism is really important, perhaps 
we should reevaluate our institutional 
priority lists.

As we attempt to rebuild the con­
cept of the Sunday night service as 
an evangelistic service with altar calls 
every night, we should not expect 
overnight miracles; but if the glory 
can be restored, it will be worth 
patient effort.

Sunday night service checklist

1. Plan. Successful Sunday night 
services don’t just happen; they are 
the result of planning and deliberate 
action. Planning should include prop­
er music, proper preparation of the 
physical plant, special features, and 
a plan for the altar call. Of course 
over-planning can kill the spon­
taneous nature of the service. There 
are, as someone has said, two fools 
in the world— the man who plans 
everything, and the man who plans 
nothing.

2. Publicize. A  thorough advertis­
ing program for the church that in­
cludes prom otion for the Sunday 
night service should be developed. 
Sunday school teachers should pro­
mote the night service in their classes.

Every church mem ber should feel 
that it is his responsibility to be pres­
ent on Sunday night. “ Every pastor 
is a fisher of men . . . The pastor’s 
net is his church . . . Every member 
who is absent unnecessarily on Sun­
day night is a rent in the net” (Jen­
kins) . In addition, the attendance 
should be recorded and publicized. 
Sunday night sermon topics and ser­
mon series should be publicized.

3. Preach. It is only natural for 
most preachers to spend most of their 
preparation time on the Sunday 
morning sermon, figuring to preach 
to m ore people then. H owever, the 
Sunday night service should not be 
neglected. The fact that the preacher 
is probably less thoroughly prepared 
on Sunday night does have one ad­
vantage. He is m ore likely to speak 
spontaneously from  his heart than to 
“ reflect” profundities from  wise men.

R. E. Maner (in Nazarene Preach­
er) suggests that pastors make a prac­
tice of giving an altar call every 
Sunday night without exception. If 
this fact is publicized, “ everyone that 
attends church knows he can com e 
any Sunday night and have a chance 
to seek help at the altar.”

4. Pray. W e need to prepare our 
hearts for pulpit evangelism, for “ not 
by intellectual power or social gifts 
or personal w itchery do we becom e 
channels of grace, but in the plenti- 
tude of the Spirit” (Ralph T u rn bu ll). 
W e must also educate our laymen to 
pray effectively for the evangelistic 
service. If w e develop skill in visi­
tation and assemble a crowd, and 
develop skill in organization and ex ­
ecution of evangelistic services, but 
have failed to pray, our great pro­
gram will avail nothing, for when the 
people com e there must be enough 
of God in the service to convict and 
convert. This comes by prayer and 
fasting.
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Outreach w ith  Ink on Its Fingers

By Carlos H. Sparks*

III Postal Regulations and Cost

I
 c a n  s e e  m y s e l f  licking a hundred 

stamps every week. Is there a better 
way to do it?”
“Ed, I have gathered some informa­

tion which I believe will help you fel­
lows to decide for yourselves whether 
you will lick stamps or buy a mailing 
permit.”

“As far as I am concerned, you can 
forget the part about mailing permits. I 
understand they are out of this world
for cost.”

“Charlie, w i t h  your home mission 
church of 18, I can well understand your 
statement, but even for you there may 
be an advantage.”

It is understood that postal regula­
tions and fees change from time to time. 
We can speak here only of the current 
situation, then assume that in the fu­
ture our figures would continue to serve 
as an estimate.

Notice the chart which will help you 
decide about stamps or permit:

organizations, 200 newsletters can be 
mailed for 52 weeks for only $211.40. We 
are quick to spot a savings of $412.60. 
The fellow who plans to mail only 100 
newsletters would do well to increase his 
mailing list to 200 (the minimum with 
bulk mail permit) and reap an annual 
savings of $100.60. He could mail to 
relatives of the church members, mer­
chants, fellow ministers, etc., in order 
to develop a list of 200 names.

The mailing permit number is a ONE­
TIME PURCHASE from the Post Office 
Department. The current cost is $15.00. 
However, the bulk-mailing permit must 
be renewed each January 1. The cur­
rent fee is $30.00. Therefore, in the 
chart shown here, one can see that 
the $412.60 savings the first year would 
be $427.60 the second and succeeding 
years.

A first-class United States post office 
can supply you with two helpful pub-

No. pieces Postage Cost to m ail Permit Annual Fee Annual Cost 
in m ailing  U n it cost 52 weeks @ 1.6c w ith perm it 

50 6c $156.00 (Permit would not be wise) 
100 6c $312.00 (See text below) 
200 6c $624.00 $166.40 $45.00 $211.40

Annual
Savings

$412.60

One can see at once that by the use lications: (1) Publication No. 13 Re- 
of a postal mailing permit for nonprofit vised, Mailing Permits; a n d  (2)

Publication No. 21, How to Prepare 
"Pastor, Johnson City, Tenn. Second- and Third-Class Mail.
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IV. G e ttin g  It  D o n e  or  D o in g  It

However you decide to duplicate your 
newsletter for mailing, the minister 
should edit. The pastor knows the mo­
tives and the objectives of his news­
letter, so he knows best what should 
be in it. If any of the work is delegated 
to others, make sure that person can 
be corrected in her work without devel­
oping a bad attitude. You must not 
allow yourself to be put in a position 
where you must tolerate substandard 
work just for the sake of keeping 
peace. Better do it all yourself if this is 
a threat. I produce my newsletter from 
beginning to the mailing at the post of­
fice. I find there are less problems. 
Publish yours as you will, but beware 
of the pitfalls of ill feeling when you 
must criticize an assistant.

If you can afford a machine on which 
to produce your newsletter, it can be 
done in your church offices. You may 
have to settle for a used mimeograph 
machine, which begins at about $100.00. 
If that figure is out of reach, you can 
purchase all the supplies except the ma­
chine and take it to an office supply 
store, where it can be run off for a fee. 
Better still, you could probably use the 
machine of a fellow minister, whether 
or not he is of the same denomination. 
Most ministers are pleased to help a 
fellow laborer. If you use this method, 
make sure you find out what kind of 
machine he has before you buy the sup­
plies. There are many sizes and types 
of stencils. Get the right one.

Still another process available to the 
home-mission-class church is the little 
hectograph gelatin process. This is tedi­
ous and one would not want to pull off 
more than 50 copies at a time, but it is 
an inexpensive starting place. Using the 
hectograph gelatin t r a y  which will 
transfer copy onto an 8V2 x 11 sheet, the

church publisher can get into business 
for less than $5.00. The instructions 
that come with the hectograph are quite 
clear.

You will not want to overlook the 
fluid-process duplicator. We suggest you 
consult your office supply store for an 
on-the-spot demonstration.

If you are able to have the job done 
outside, you may want to consult a lith­
ographer who uses a flat metal-plate 
copy of your final layout. An offset 
printer will also do a fine job if you 
can afford the bill of fare.

We have dealt at length with the 
equipment most likely to be found in a 
church office. There are many processes 
by which a newsletter can be printed. 
We have endeavored to keep the infor­
mation basic and thereby useful, no mat­
ter what process you use.

V. A d d r e s s in g  t h e  H a r d  W a y  M a d e  E a s y

“ Isn’t it a chore to address each news­
letter every week?”

“It could be quite a task, Ed, but I 
have found a way to make it quite 
easy.”

“I can see my church spending a hun­
dred dollars for one of those fancy ad­
dressing machines! Sure, it is easy to 
address that way. Might even be fun.”

“Ed, if you can afford one of the 
automatic addressing machines, it will 
be easier, definitely. If you can’t, pay 
attention and I can show you how to 
make it easy to do a hard job at little 
cost.”

You can type a list of names in ad­
dress blocks of three tiers on a sheet of 
8V2 x 11 paper. You can even use scrap 
paper if one side is clean. These can be 
clipped and glued to your newsletter by 
you or an assistant. You can then be 
assured that no one has been missed. 
You could use this example:

John Dennington 
707 77th St. 
Hopetown, U.S.A. 

Percy Arnold 
1221 E. 4th St. 
Hopetown, U.S.A.

M illie  Jones 
24 Victory Apts. 
Hopetown, U.S.A. 

John Neil 
1101 Sunrise Blvd. 
Hopetown, U.S.A.

Connie Henry 
Apt. B, State U 
Hopetown, U.S.A. 

George Spire 
Rte. 4 
Hopetown, U.S.A.
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The above-type mailing list can be 
produced by mimeograph or hectograph. 
A  13-week supply is sufficient, due to 
changes of address. These sheets of ad­
dresses should be staggered to expire 
on different weeks; otherwise you will 
be saddled with the job of preparing 
an entire mailing list of many names 
in one week.

You may use the above method and 
print on gummed labels instead of regu­
lar paper. The Dennison Manufacturing 
Company of Framingham, Mass., pro­
duces a gummed label on an 8V2 x  11 
sheet with 33 labels to the page. Each 
label is perforated. Five hundred sheets 
cost approximately $9.00. Smaller quan­

tities are available in packages of 25 
sheets. Colors are also available if you 
wish to color-code your mailing list. 
Some prefer to use one color for in- 
town mail and another color for out-of- 
town, and still another color for occa­
sional recipients of the newsletter.

“Pal, you have convinced me. I think 
I can put out a pretty good newsletter.”

“Ed, I am glad to hear you say that, 
but don’t put it off. There is an old 
Indian saying that should apply. ‘The 
best way to cut down a tree is to cut 
down a tree.’ If you are going to put 
out a newsletter, put one out this week 
and send me a copy.”

The G u id in g  Star

A  king m ight miss the gu id ing star,
A  w ise m an's foo t m ight stum ble;

F or Bethlehem  is very  far
F rom  all except the hum ble.

T here is no palace in  that place,
N or any seat o f learning,

N o hilltop vision  o f  G od's face,
N o altar candles burning.

But he w ho gets to Bethlehem  
Shall hear the oxen  low ing

A nd, if  he hum bly kneel w ith  them, 
M ay catch far trum pets blow ing.

.—L ouis F. Benson
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Ending on an upbeat

These Are M y People

By W. J. Turner*

Th e  o l d  y e a i : was drawing to a close. 
This was Saturday, the end of the 

week, the end of the month, and the 
end of the year. I came home from a 
new church building, a maze of thoughts 
in my mind. The Sabbath lay ahead. 
I had prayed and I had prepared. I was 
ready—or almost. As is usual, the mail 
was laid neatly on my desk. It seems 
as if there is always so much more ad­
vertising than anything else—a circular 
from a company that sells Sunday school 
chairs, a new-type lawn mower and 
snow-removal machine, prerecorded 
sermons and preaching materials, the 
usual list of advertising. But there was 
a special letter. It bore a familiar post­
mark, and beside the postmark was some 
writing on the outside of the envelope.

What wonderful tonic was enclosed in 
that letter! The week had been full— 
standing by at the hospital where a 
young mother had been the victim of a 
bad auto accident, snow on the ground 
which made highways almost impassable, 
church services closed because of the 
weather, problems at the new church 
building. All this went through my 
mind. But the letter—what joyous 
news! Here was a little bit of heaven at 
the kitchen table as I drank coffee my 
wife had prepared for me.

The letter read, “I want you to know 
that I settled it to go with God;

•Pastor, Willingboro, N.J.

16

there is no turning back. Heaven seems 
so real, and I want to assure you that 
I am going to do all that I can to help 
you in your new church. I know the 
Lord is going to bless you and I plan 
to be a part.” Tears flowed, my soul 
rejoiced, heaven was near. These are 
my people.

The person who wrote the letter is not 
a Nazarene, but God has given definite 
leading and she soon will be. We had 
prayed in her home many times; we sat 
by the bed while cancer ate away the 
life of her husband; we prayed with her 
that God would keep her and the three 
children and let them meet their loved 
one in the gloryland. We watched her 
at the funeral as she said so many 
times, “He is with his Jesus” ; and now 
we see again how all things work to­
gether for good to them that love God 
and are called according to His purpose.

Yes, these are my people. I thank 
God for the glorious privilege of being 
a co-laborer w i t h  Him. Building 
churches—but also extending His king­
dom. I thank God for these people, the 
people who await the Church of the 
Nazarene to come to their community 
with the glorious news of the gospel, to 
send laymen into their homes to witness 
to God’s wonderful grace. These are 
my people. Church building—sure, it’s 
hard work, but there is blessing after 
blessing, joy after joy. These are my 
people. I would not want it any other 
way.
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The

PASTOR’S
S U P P L E M E N T

C om piled  by The Genera! Stew ardship  Com m ittee  D r. W illis  S no w barger, E d ito r

GENERAL STEW ARDSHIP COMMITTEE Members 
Edward Lawlor, Gen. Supt. Adviser M' A * ■L,unn
E. S. Phillips, Chairman 
Willis Snowbarger, Secretary

John Stockton 
Mary Scott

Dean Wessels 
A. F. Harper 
Paul Skiles

B. Edgar Johnson Kenneth Rice 
Bennett Dudney W. T. Purkiser
O. Joe Olson R. W. Hurn

H. Dale Mitchell
H. T. Reza 
John Knight 
Wilson Lanpher 
M. Lunn
T. W. Willingham

STEWARDSHIP

hatever else be lost among the 
years,

Let us keep Christmas; its 
meaning never ends. 

Whatever doubts assail us, or 
what fears,

Let us hold close this day 
. . . remembering friends.

from the
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS

Samuel Young 
V. H. Lewis

George Coulter 
Edward Lawlor

Eugene L. Stowe 
Orville W. Jenkins

HEADQUARTERS EXECUTIVES 
and DIRECTORS

B. Edgar Johnson 
John Stockton 
W. T. Purkiser 
Bennett Dudney
A. F. Harper 
Raymond W. Hurn

John L. Knight 
M. A. Lunn 
H. Dale M itche ll
0. Joe Olson 
E. S. P h illip s

H. T. Reza 
Kenneth S. R ice 
Mary Scott 
Paul Sk iles 
W illis  Snowbarger 
Dean Wessels

and a ll the
HEADQUARTERS STAFF
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WORLD MISSIONS

Order the free booklet

from the D epartm ent of World Missions, 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131

Suggestions for emphasizing MISSIONS in the local church.
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MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

WE CONTINUE TO S H A R E  WITH THOSE WHO HAVE 

GIVEN THEIR LIVES FOR O THERS.

c lip  and mail

Please send free annual Christmas love offering en­

velopes to be used in our church during December.

Church

D istrict

Name

Address

Send to: Department of M in isteria l Benevolence 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

IN SOME AREAS

JANUARY
IS AN IDEAL TIME FOR A

"SPOT"
CAMPAIGN ON RADIO AND TV

PLANS FOR A SPRING EFFORT 

SHOULD BE FINALIZED SOON

WE STAND READY TO ASSIST

WRITE

NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION

H. D a le  M itc h e ll,  E xecu tive  D irec to r

6401 The Paseo 

20

Kansas C ity , M is s o u ri 64131
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Are your plans complete fo r the

D EN O M IN A T IO N -W ID E  TRA IN IN G  EMPHASIS in the spring?

February—M arch are the months. 

Select courses according to the need o f your congregation.

Some suggestions are:

For Adults
U nit 112a, “ Prayer and C hristian L iv ing”
Text: “ A live to  God Through Prayer,”  Demaray 
U n it 129a, “ The C hris tian ’s Use o f His B ible ”
Text: "The Living W ord,”  W olf
U n it 132.1a, “ General Rules— Church o f the Nazarene”
Text: “ Guidelines fo r C onduct," Du Bois

For Teens
Unit 132.1a, “ General Rules— Church o f the Nazarene”
Text: “ Guidelines fo r  Conduct,”  Du Bois 
U n it 318a, “ My L ifew ork"
Text: “ C hris t in My Career,”  Graves 
U n it 315.6a, “ Youth and S tewardship”
Text: “ Take Care, M an!”  Reed

For Children
U nit 10a, “ This Is My Church,”  Troutman 
U n it 12a, "B e lie fs  o f My Church,”  Gray

Complete plans call for at least one course for each age-group.
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HOME MISSIONS

TlnEy D o Not Wait

r#«P 
m i F

MASSES ’ 
MIGRATE 

AT A

OUR FRONTIER 

LIES MORE AND MORE 

IN THE CITIES!

STAGGERING PACE
2,300 people daily move from farm s to cities.

Ninety percent of the people

of the U.S.A. will live on

1 percent of the land 

by A.D. 2000.

THERE ARE:

WE NEED: 

WILL YOU: 

WRITE TO:

350 target areas of great need which have been 
established in consultation w ith the d is tr ic t su­
perintendents.

1,500 lay-missionary couples during 1970 and 1971 
who w ill pioneer in these places.

call your people to prayer concerning th is  great 
need?

your d is tr ic t superintendent in form ing him of 
prospective areas—alert him relative to fam ilies 
who would make good lay-missionaries.
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

TO HELP YOU PLAN
1. Plan to include a film  on Christian Family Life in your preparations 

for watch-night service on December 31. Check your NAVCO cata­
log for some splendid choices.

2. Plan to make Sunday, January 4, outstanding as FAMILY ALTAR 
SUNDAY. The newly revised “ Family Life Packet”  should be made 
available for every fam ily  which does not now use it. Order on your 
quarterly Sunday school order blank. Order number is F-52.

3. Plan to make the week of January 4 to 11 tru ly  a NAZARENE FAMI­
LY WEEK. Make each service relevant to Christian Family Life. In­
volve as many d iffe ren t fam ilies as possible in your planning. Urge 
each church fam ily  to invite an unchurched fam ily to attend w ith 
them on January 11, then take the guests home w ith them for the 
noon meal. Climax the week w ith an all-out fam ily  com m itm ent 
service where each fam ily  is urged to try to win an unchurched 
fam ily  to Christ and the church during 1970. See the “ Family Life 
Packet" for helps and directives and materials.

4. Plan to have your local director of Christian Family life (Manual, 
159.12) write for the com plete ly new local Director’s Kit. Write to: 
Director of Christian Family Life, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 
64131. It ’s free! Arrange w ith your local Christian Family Life 
director to check the k it when it arrives for the yearly Planning 
Calendar. This w ill provide several practical ideas for promoting 
Christian Family Life activ ity in the church each month of the year.

5. When you have a particularly successful project in Christian Fami­
ly Life promotion, please do write it up and send the report to 
A. C. McKenzie, Director of Christian Family Life, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131. Also, we would welcome several sermon 
outlines on Christian Family Life. Send these to the same ad­
dress. As we share w ith each other we all become richer. Let’s 
do it!
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A  C H R ISTM AS BO N US
For YOU and 
Your Congregation

in the

CHRISTMAS GIFT SELECTOR

*

Mailed to all "Herald of Holiness” sub­
scribers, October 20.

*Free books with orders over $5.00.

i

An enjoyable, re lax ing  way to  C hris tm as shop! G ifts  fo r  pastor fr ie n d s  
. . . m iss iona ry  and NYPS p re s id en t . . . SS sup e rin tend en t . . . 
teachers and pu p ils  . . . m any re la tives . . . and lo ts  of o ther specia l 
people.

PASTOR: You’ ll be do ing  your m em bers a ho liday favo r when you 
rem ind  them  o f th is  easy way to  secure m any ou ts ta nd ing  books FREE.

1970 
STARTS 

with . . .

NAZARENE P U B L IS H IN G  HO USE

MINISTER’S TAX GUIDE
Prepared by SIDNEY PRERAU. Offers valuable 
aid for clergyman f ilin g  returns on his 1969 in­
come. Tips on how to f i l l  out the annual tax 
form w ill save you time, trouble, and money. 
Indexed. 152 pages, paper.

$2.95

1970 MINISTER’S (Doran’s) MANUAL
Edited by CHARLES L. WALLIS. B ib lica lly  
centered resources representing more than 500 
contributors are arranged for a ll aspects of the 
pu lp it, pastoral, and church school m inistries. 
Indexed. 372 pages, clo th board.

$4.95
CONTRIBUTION RECEIPT FORM
For d is tribu tion  to regular contributors. Space 
is provided for f il l in g  in money given through 
the various departments. Members w ill find  th is 
form an im portant reference when figu ring  the ir 
income tax deductions. Pass th is  tim esaving in­
formation on to your church treasurer, 5V2 x 8V2” . 
No. R-70 Pad of 100, 65c

usszm
fe d e r a l  Incom e

ju ir n

Prices slightly 
higher outside 
the continental 
United States

Washington at Bresee 
Pasadena, Ca liforn ia 91104

POST OFFICE BOX 527 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141

IN CANADA: 1592 B loor Street, West 
Toronto 9, Ontario

ACT
NOW!



Holiness *»* 4
High Country iS f

.  DEVOTIONAL *

^  BOOKS ^
For CHRISTMAS GIVING— Appropriate to  recom­
mend when asked, “ W hat shall our class give its  
teacher? ”

For PERSONAL ENRICHMENT— Encourage each 
member to  begin the NEW YEAR w ith  a system atic 
Bible reading plan.
HOLINESS AND HIGH COUNTRY
By A. F. Harper. Presents a year’s study of the 
deeper life. 376 pages. Kivar binding.

$1.95

TRUTH FOR TODAY
By Bertha Munro. 365 sou l-lifting  meditations 
unique in the ir practical applications. 380 pages.
Cloth board.

$3.50

EVERYDAY WITH JESUS
By Mendell Taylor. Daily readings around the 
events of Jesus’ earth ly m inistry. 256 pages.
Kivar board.

$3.95

DEVOTIONS WITH JULIE AND JACK
By Marilyn M illikan. For fam ilies w ith children.
Seeks solutions to “ problems”  through discus­
sion, Bible, and prayer. 172 pages. Kivar board.

$2.95

LIFT UP THINE EYES
An exceptional g ift! I l l  meditations selected 
from “ Come Ye Apart” the past 30 years. 119 
pages. Kivar board.

$1.95

GOOD MORNING, LORD
By Paul Martin. S ixty challenging chats about 
teen-age questions w ith believable answers. 64 
pages. Cloth board. Compact, 4Vfe x 6V2”  size.

$1.50

GET UP AND GO
By Paul Martin. A worthy companion to “ Good 
Morning, Lord,” helping teens get the right start 
for each day. 96 pages. Cloth board. Compact.

$1.75

WORDS OF CHEER
By C. E. Cornell. Pocket-size devotional of 60- 
second messages emphasizing the joy of Chris­
tian  living. 136 pages. Leatherette.

$1.25

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

NAZARENE P U B L IS H IN G  HO USE
Washington at Bresee POST OFFICE BOX 527 IN CANADA: 1592 B loor Street, West
Pasadena, Ca lifo rn ia  91104 KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario



CHURCH SCHOOLS

T l x e n a

AN INVITATION TO SUND AY  SCHOOL 

HELPS  PROVE YOUR LOVE
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Deartment of EVANGELISM

1970 A  Big 1970

Y E A R  O F  
E V A N G E L I S M

Totally Mobilize- Evangelize

Mobilize 
the following:

Nazarene—
-Pray-ers 
-Singers
-Personal Witnesses 
-Pastors
-Superintendents 
-Evangelists 
-A dm in istra tors 
-Personal Workers 
-E n tire  Membership 
-W hole Congregation 
-Jun io rs  
-Teens
-Young Adults 
-W hole  Families 
-Y ou r Total Know-how 
-Y ou r Preaching 
-Y ou r P rin ting 
-Y ou r Money 
—All Departments

&

jr
JT

l V ^ T

V , .

a TIOM

X
jr

&

Evangelize  
the following:

—Children 
—Community 
—Juniors 
—Teens 
—Young Adults 
— Newlyweds 
— Senior Citizens 
— Mothers 
— Fathers 
—Visitors 
— Regulars 
— New People 
— Sunday Mornings 
— Sunday Nights 
—SS Enrollment 
— NYPS 
— NWMS
— Regular Services 
— Special Revivals 
— D istric t Camps

OUR GOAL: 50,000 new members on profession of faith! 

PASTOR: Adapt to fit your local needs. But do something!
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Dept, of EDUCATION

W H A T  IS Y O U R  " I M A G E "  of

You can’t do anything these days w ithout 
the proper IMAGE. Some pastors and 
parents may not have a clear and cor­
rect image of the Nazarene college of 
the 1970’s.

Here’s what American College Testing 
Service research reveals about

Nazarene College Freshmen 

*

♦

Academic A b ility— Equal to tha t of the average student in four-year colleges 
across the nation. We had more than our share of students from high school 
graduating classes of 400 or more and more women in the upper 25 percent 
of the ir graduating class than in other colleges.

Goals and Aspirations— More of them aim for graduate degrees than most 
college students and larger percentages of them are preparing in fie lds  of 
social service. More of them have non-conventional goals.

Personnel Needs—A larger percentage of them live in a college dormitory. 
They are average in the ir interests in debate, a th le tics, student government.

College A ttractions—The major factors in the ir choice of college were '“ in­
te llectua l reputation,”  “ relig ious environment,”  “ social opportunities,”  and 
the "advice of parents.”

Demographic Inform ation— Seventy-five percent of them come from a high 
school graduating class 100 or larger in size and 79 percent took e ither a 
college preparatory or a general high school curriculum . Thirty-three percent 
of them came from rural communities.
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Dept, of YOUTH

You 
Still
Have 
Time!

Before your college students come hom e for the Christ­

m as holidays, organize som e activity especially for them.

Want some suggestions?

1. A Christmas “ Welcome Home" Party

2. A “ Get Rid of That Old College Thing” (white ele­
phant) gift-exchange party

3. A weekend retreat. Possible theme: “ How can the 
church relate to the student com m unity?”

4. Christmas Eve Vesper Service w ith college students 
planning, preparing, and partic ipating— conducting 
the entire program

Don't let Christm as go  by this year w ithout m ak ing your

church m ean som ething to your college students.
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Keys!
Keys!

Keys!
THE KEY TO THE NEED— that's you, PASTOR. Regardless o f 

how  much you m ay have TIRED of this expression, it is yet true 
tha t in every phase o f our church w o rk —you are the KEY!

You have been called upon to turn and tw is t in m any d i­
rections to help in the K ingdom . PLEASE, turn a little  more in 
the d irection o f MEMORIAL ROLL. Few churches w ill do much 
UNLESS encouraged, prodded, and prom oted by the ir KEY.

KEY, TURN enough to be sure your church places a name 
on the M em oria l Roll this year! Suggested names are listed in 
"Council T id ings," should you need assistance.

Some church boards have made it a policy to place the 
name o f any deceased m ember o f the ir congregation on the 
M em oria l Roll.

Help make this a good year fo r our active and retired m is­
sionaries by p lacing a name THIS MONTH on the MEMORIAL 
ROLL.

M ay the HOLY SPIRIT help every KEY to know  HOW to 
turn to meet every need in his church!

Mrs. Reeford L. Chaney 
MEMORIAL ROLL—General Council
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BOARD OF PENSIONS

T h e
*  A A  W  ------------------------------------------------------  - I ) E A I \  W E S

it
-  D E A N  W E S S E L S ,  Executive Secretary

Q. M y d istrict assembly granted me district license this year at 

assembly tim e and I do w a n t to partic ipa te  in Social Security as a 

m inister. Is there a w a ive r tha t I must sign to be e lig ib le  fo r Social 

Security partic ipa tion?

A. No. You do not have to sign a waiver to be eligible to partici­

pate in Social Security as a minister. Prior to January 1, 1968, there 

w as such a waiver to sign, but at that time the law  w as changed 

and now all ministers are automatically enrolled in Social Security. 

Ministers who earn at least $400 net income annually from the min­

istry are covered by Social Security and this must be reported with 

the federal income tax.

The inform ation contained on this page each month is a means of 
information for the Nazarene m inister and his family. If you have 
questions, please send them to Dean Wessels, Department of M inis­
terial Benevolence, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131, and we 
w ill try to answer your questions in this monthly feature.
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STEWARDSHIP

Y E A R - E N D  G I V I N G

The tax year fo r most ends on December 31. The deduction 
allowed by the U.S. Government means that a do lla r given 
to the church costs most of us only 75c. While it is not 
the best m otivation for stewardship, it is legitimate, and the 
pastor should not be too proud to pull th is  lever.

Here are some aspects which could be 
suggested to the people:

i r
%

Catch up on your tithe .

Make a special love offering for 
world missions 
a d is tr ic t project 
your Nazarene college 
an extra payment on the church mortgage

For older Christians, begin to divide your estate 
while you are living, and remember God's work.

% Let's square our accounts at year's end.

NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

Report on 1969 Church Year

Hundreds of pastors have to ld us that 
the ir annual “ Nazarene Year-End Denomi­
national Review” story helped to start or to 
strengthen the ir local press-relations pro­
gram.

A copy of the 1969 Nazarene Year-End 
Review is being mailed to the pastor of 
every Church of the Nazarene.

First copies were sent by airm ail to pas­
tors of churches overseas. Pastors in Can­
ada and Mexico got the ir copies next. And 
then the largest mailing, to a ll pastors in 
the U.S., went out early in December.

Nazarene Information Service also w ill 
send copies of the annual news story d i­
rectly to religion editors of the larger news­
papers in major metropolitan centers.

Pastors of churches in these coverage 
areas may wish to take the ir copy of the 
news story to a broadcaster or suburban 
editor.

To Nazarene pastors in other smaller 
communities, we suggest tha t they w rite  a 
brie f review of the ir own church program 
during 1969 and possibly add some plans 
for 1970.

Their newspaper w ill be more interested 
in an annual review about a local church 
than in a denominational summary, a l­
though many newspapers w ill publish both 
if the pastor w ill assist in the matter.

The best tim e to take the artic les to your 
ed itor (weekly) or church news editor (daily) 
w ill be Monday or Tuesday, December 29-30, 
or on January 5-6.

This w ill be our tw e lfth  annual Nazarene 
Year-End Review for newspapers and broad­
casters. Many pastors duplicate the story 
themselves and send it to the ir local news 
editors. If extra copies are desired, we 
w ill send them by return mail upon request.

0. JOE OLSON
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“  ueen of the parsonage.......
M RS. B. ED G A R  J O H N S O N

Anniversary
A Christmas Story

One of my Sunday school teachers read this little story to us years 
ago, mid I liked it so much that I made a copy of it. I’ve used it as a 
reading for campfire p r o g r a m s ,  banquets, and even Christmas Eve 
service at church. The Bible says, “ There are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the w h i c h ,  if they should be written e v e r y  one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not c o n t a i n  the books that 
should be written.” This could have happened on the hillsides of Judea. 
( Unfortunately I do not know the author.)

M r s . B. E d g a r  J o h n s o n

The little boy sat quite alone on the 
hilltop, his shepherd’s crook across his 
knees, his small, square lunch basket be­
side him. He made an odd, distorted 
shadow in the white light of the moon, 
for even the fringed shawl that his 
mother had woven of lamb’s wool could 
not hide the ugly hump that lay between 
his shoulders—a burden much too heavy 
for so young a lad to bear.

Far below him dotting the hillside 
were the sheep. The little lad was not 
watching the sheep; his eyes were fixed 
on the sky—he looked wistful. Perhaps 
it will happen again, he was thinking. 
Perhaps even though 33 years have 
gone by, I shall see the great star and 
hear the angel voices as my father did!

The moon went under a blanket of 
cloud and the world was dark for a 
moment. The little boy sighed and 
lowered his eyes. “ It is an omen,” he 
said. “Though this is the time of an­
niversary, there will be no star tonight, 
nor will the angels sing.”

How oft had he listened to the story 
of the miracle that had taken place so 
long ago! His father had been a lad

himself then, and had heard the an­
gels sing and seen the bright star. He 
had gone with the other shepherds to 
the stable of the inn, and crowding 
through the doorway, he had seen a 
woman with a Baby in her arms. He 
had told the story so many times that 
the neighbors knew it word for word. 
“She was no ordinary woman! There 
was something in her face that made 
one think of a lighted candle—and a 
tender smile.”

“And what of the Baby?” the little boy 
always prompted his father when he 
told the story. “ What of the Baby?”

“The Baby,” he said, “was scarce an 
hour old when I glimpsed Him, but I 
found myself kneeling, and there were 
tears upon my face, and I was not 
ashamed.”

Alone on the hillside the little boy 
could almost hear his father telling the 
old story, also how the wise men had 
brought their precious gifts. He remem­
bered that for a while the Child had 
disappeared with His parents, and some 
thought He had been stolen and slain 
by Herod. But years later they heard
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that the Youth had returned, grown, and 
had organized a band of men and with 
them was journeying from place to 
place preaching and teaching and heal­
ing the sick. And some had said that He 
was the Messiah—because He made 
the blind to see and the lame to walk, 
healed the lepers, even raised the dead!

Once at this point the little boy had 
interrupted his father and said, “ I wish 
that I might meet Him, and He might 
take the hump from my back and make 
me strong and straight like other chil­
dren.”

With loving finger laid against her 
son’s mouth the mother silenced him. 
“ What must be, must be,” she told him. 
“ You were born that way, my son.”

It was cold on the hillside; the child 
drew the shawl closer about his tired 
body and wished he were not a shep­
herd. Shepherds led a lonely life. 
Yawning, he glanced at the sky. It was 
almost midnight—hours yet before 
someone would take his place and he 
could limp home. And yet midnight had 
its compensations. For now he could 
partake of the lunch that his mother had 
so carefully packed into a basket. He 
found a flask of milk, nearly a loaf of 
crusty, dark bread, some yellow cheese, 
some dried figs, and wrapped separately 
he came upon a real treat—a cake made 
of eggs and flour with citron and raisins. 
It was a surprise! His eyes gleamed and 
some of the sadness went out of them. 
He laid his lunch all out except the 
cake. He wrapped it up and laid it in 
the bottom of the basket, lest he be 
tempted to eat it first.

“It is good to be hungry and to have 
food!” he said. From somewhere just 
behind him a voice spoke. It was not a 
loud voice, yet the music of it seemed to 
carry beyond the hillside.

“Yes, indeed,” said the voice. “It is 
good to be hungry. And to have food, 
and to . .

The little boy was startled. He saw a 
man standing upon the brow of the hill. 
Ordinarily he would have been fright­
ened, but somehow the sight of this 
man failed to frighten him. He instinc­
tively completed the man’s sentence.

“And to share it,” he murmured. “You 
are a stranger, Sir?”

The man came closer and stood look­
ing down upon him. “No, not a stranger, 
never a stranger. As it happens, my 
journey started not far from this very 
place.”

“I was about to eat my lunch,” the 
little boy said. “Will you share it with 
me? Perhaps you will talk with me. It 
grows lonely on the hillside.”

The man continued to gaze at the little 
boy, and his eyes looked as if a candle 
burned somewhere behind them.

“It is a strange coincidence,” he said, 
“ the fact that you are a shepherd, for I 
also tend my Father’s flock. And I also 
have often grown lonely waiting for the 
gates of dawn to open. Are you sure 
that you have sufficient food for two?” 

“Oh, yes, I have a large flask of goat’s 
milk, some cheese, nearly a loaf of 
bread, then figs, and . . .” He hesitated, 
“Oh, I have a great plenty.” He did not 
mention the cake wrapped in the basket 
—it was a rare delicacy and it wasn’t 
very big.

The little boy saw that the stranger’s 
sandals were covered with dust. “Per­
haps your feet are aching,” he ventured, 
as he placed the food before him. “This 
hill is hard to climb; I am almost spent 
by the time I reach the top.”

The man said slowly, “ I have climbed 
steeper hills than this one, my lad, 
and know that there are steeper hills to 
be.” Then he changed the subject. “How 
long have you been crippled?”

“Why,” he answered, “ I have never 
been without a hump between my shoul­
ders. But what must be, must be.” He 
quoted his mother. “ Still, it is hard to 
go through life looking like one of the 
camels that the wise men rode when 
they came from the East.”

The man interrupted. “What do you 
know of the wise men from the East? 
How does it happen that you should 
mention them to me on this night? It is 
very curious.” He bit into a piece of 
dark bread.

The boy told him how the wise men 
were on his mind because this was the 
anniversary of the time when the Babe 
had been born 33 years ago. He told
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how he had been hoping the great star 
might shine again, and about his father’s 
visit to the Babe. The stranger lis­
tened to it all.

He shared the lad’s cup of milk and 
drank as if he were very thirsty. Sud­
denly the lad said, “ I had hoped that 
my life might be short because of my 
deformity, but already I am 10 years 
old. How old are you, Sir? I feel older 
than my years.”

The stranger replied: “ I also feel older 
than my years. I am over three times 
as old as you, my lad.”

When the little boy asked the time 
of his birth, the stranger smiled, “To­
day is my birthday. You are unknow­
ingly giving me my birthday feast, and 
never has a feast been more welcome. 
I was weary when I came upon you.” 

“Haven’t you any people of your own 
with whom you can make merry on 
your birthday?” the boy asked. “My 
mother prepares a feast and gives me 
gifts.”

The man reached over and rested his 
hand on the boy’s knee. “I fear I have 
grown too old for birthday gifts. My 
loved ones are not near enough just 
now to make merry with me. But may­
be there will be a gift for me at my 
journey's end.”

“But you don’t look very happy 
about it. Don’t you want to reach 
home and come to the end of your 
travels?”

“Yes, I want to reach home. But the 
gift—it may be too beautiful to bear, 
or too heavy for me to carry. I suppose 
I should be getting on. You have made 
this birthday very sweet, my lad!”

Peering down at the cloth with its 
remnants of food, the boy thought, 
There seems to be as much food as ever. 
He couldn’t have liked it. Suddenly he 
was swept with a burning sense of 
shame. He spoke hastily.

“You have had no true birthday feast 
because I have been selfish and mean. 
I have in my basket a cake that I was 
saving to eat after you had left me. 
But now if I ate it in solitude, it would 
choke me. Sir, I desire to give the cake 
to you as my gift. Perhaps you will eat 
it later.”

The man did not speak, but his eyes 
were like stars instead of candles. “Ah, 
my lad,” he said, “you have sustained 
me with your bread and we have drunk 
of the same cup; so now we will share 
this cake, which shall be my birthday 
cake.”

He divided the cake and said, “Bless 
unto us this food, my Father.” It was 
the sweetest cake the little boy had 
ever tasted. He felt that he was gather­
ing force and purpose. In his mind’s eye, 
for no reason at all, he saw a picture 
of himself robust and brave, striding 
down the road with his weakness gone 
from him.

“It’s like a vision!” he said. And he 
remained so silent that the man rested 
his hand on the shoulder—lightly but 
firmly. There was something in the 
touch that made tears hang on the boy’s 
lashes. “Oh,” he cried, “do not leave 
me, Sir! Come to my home and dwell. 
My mother will bake you lots of cakes. 
You may have my bed, and even this 
shawl that my mother made. Stay with 
me here in Bethlehem!”

The man spoke. His voice was like a 
great bell tolling over hill and valley. 
“I must go on. I must be about my 
Father’s business. I must travel toward 
my destiny. But I shall never leave 
you, my lad, for all that. ‘Lo, I am 
with you alway—even unto the end of 
the world.’ ”

The boy covered his misty eyes with 
his hands, but he was aware of the man’s 
firm fingers traveling up from his shoul­
der until they touched his hair. But 
now he couldn’t speak, for a pulse 
drummed in his throat. When he raised 
his head the man was gone, and the 
hillside was empty, save for the shad­
ows and the sheep. He sobbed once, 
and with a sense of loss he struggled to 
his feet. Only he didn’t have to struggle, 
really, for there was a curious lightness 
about his body and a feeling of fresh­
ness and peace—a peace that overcame 
the pain of parting. But it was not until 
he drew the fringed shawl tighter across 
his back that he realized how straight 
he was standing—and how straight he 
would always stand.
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IDEAS
HAT WORK

A  Christmas Cantata by 

the Congregation— W hy Not?

By D. C. Warner*

We tried something new last Christ­
mas. Perhaps you would like to use 
this idea as a springboard for developing 
a very meaningful Christmas experience 
for your congregation.

I made a large flash card showing the 
song numbers and verses and put it at 
the front of the church. With a reader 
and a song director we proceeded un­
announced. The scripture and these 
fine songs created an atmosphere of the 
Divine Presence and at the conclusion of 
this cantata by the congregation three 
young people sought th e  Christ of 
Christmas.

The following is the format we fol­
lowed. It may help you get started on 
one of your own.

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS

O r g a n  p l a y i n g —“It Came upon a Mid­
night Clear”
R e a d e r —For many centuries man had 
been struggling against the power of 
Satan and sin. The world had reached 
its lowest ebb, and the clock of the cen­
turies was about to strike.

Hear the prophecies ringing across the 
pages of Scripture. In Gen. 3:15 we 
hear the first prophecy of Christ in the 
words of God to Satan, “And I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” In Gen. 18:18 we read, 

. . Abraham shall surely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the na­
tions of the earth shall be blessed in 
him.” Isaiah said, “For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given: and the

*Pastor, Britton, Mich.

government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever­
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6).

From Moses to John the Baptist, the 
people of God looked earnestly for the 
promised Messiah. In the fullness of 
time God chose to make them wait no 
more.
C o n g r e g a t i o n —“A n g e l s  from th e  
Realms of Glory,” No. 442, verse 1 
(Praise and Worship hymnal)
R e a d e r —Luke 1:26-38, Annunciation
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “Not My Will, but 
Thine” (chorus)
R e a d e r — Luke 2:1-6, The journey to 
Bethlehem
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “O Little Town of Beth­
lehem,” No. 338, verses 1 and 3
R e a d e r —Luke 2:7, The birth of Jesus
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “Away in a Manger,” 
No. 450, all verses
R e a d e r —What a night this is! All his­
tory will look back to this night as the 
night when hope became reality, when 
God took upon himself the form of man. 
What a wondrous, holy night!
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “Silent Night,” No. 451, 
all verses
R e a d e r — Luke 2:8-12, the announcement 
to the shepherds
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “While S h e p h e r d s  
Watched Their Flocks,” No. 444, verses
1, 3, 4, and 5.
R e a d e r —Luke 2:13-14, The heavenly 
host
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “The First Noel,” No. 
449, verses 1 and 2
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” No.
446
R e a d e r — Luke 2:15-16, The shepherds 
search and find the Babe 
C o n g r e g a t i o n —“O Come, All Ye Faith­
ful,” No. 452, all verses 
R e a d e r — Luke 2:17-20, The report of 
the shepherds
C o n g r e g a t i o n —“Praise Him, Praise
Him!” No. 4, verse 3
R e a d e r —Luke 2:21, The circumcision
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C o n g r e g a t i o n —“Joy to the World,” No.
447 verses 1 and 2
R ea d e r— The foundation for joy to­
night is the wonderful fact that the Babe 
of Bethlehem became the Light of the 
World, not just by His remarkable birth, 
but by His life and teachings, by His 
atoning death on the Cross, and by His 
resurrection from the dead. He is our 
living Savior today!
C o n g r e g a t i o n — “He Lives.” No. 4 5 3 , 
verse 1

R e a d e r —“He lives, salvation to impart!” 
Because He lives, you may live also. 
Would you like to have the Christ of 
Christmas in your heart and sing with 
us: “You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart” ? In John 
3:16 we read, “For God so loved . . . that 
he gave.” It was love that motivated 
God to send His Son. You are the object 
of that love, that you might not perish, 
but have everlasting life. The Christ 
lived upon the earth in order that He 
might live within your heart!

IN TH E STU D Y
SERMON OF THE MONTH

Emmanuel— God w ith  Us

By Robert Harding*

S cripture : Matt. 1:18-25

T e x t : T hey shall call his name Emmanuel, 
w hich being interpreted  is, God with us (v . 
23).

Introduction  
As we read the Christmas story and as 

we hear it told or see it portrayed every 
year, w e are conscious of the divine and 
the human. The voice  o f the angels and the 
shining star o f Bethlehem , along with 
the visit o f the wise m en, m ake us think of 
the divine. But as we think of Jesus we are 
m ore conscious of his hum anity than any­
thing else— the stable, His birth, later His 
w ork in the shop (the calloused h an d s). 
Then gradually we see m ore and m ore the 
expression of His d ivinity— in the Temple,

♦Pastor, First Church, Oklahoma City, Okla.

at His baptism, in His m inistry for all, His 
hope for all, His m inistry in the healing of 
the body  and soul. Personally, as we hear 
and apply the story of the com ing of Jesus 
to our ow n lives, it should lead us to the 
place where we cry out with Thomas of old, 
“ M y Lord and m y G od.”

The Christian religion has at its core 
three great mysteries— the Incarnation, the 
A tonem ent, the Trinity. W e are dealing with 
the first o f these today. Christmas reminds 
us of the Incarnation. It tells us of the 
com ing of Jesus, the Son of God. “They 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, G od with us.”

I. The H um anity o f Jesus

A  neglected theme. M any times we em ­
phasize His divinity to the neglect o f the 
humanity of Jesus.
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Jesus said, “F or the Son o f man is com e 
to seek and to save that w hich is lost.” 
“ For G od sent not his Son into the w orld 
to condem n the w orld ; but that the w orld 
through him m ight be saved.”  Here He—

A . Confesses His humanity.

B. Tells the purpose of His com ing and 
thus confirm s the angelic w ord, “Thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from  their sins.”  This is w hy He 
came.

His hum anity was the basis for the words 
o f encouragem ent found in Heb. 4:15-16, 
“F or w e have not an high priest w hich 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirm ities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet w ithout sin. Let us 
therefore com e bold ly  unto the throne of 
grace, that we m ay obtain m ercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need.”

Our confidence in His understanding is 
based on  His hum anity. W e know  He is 
sympathetic because as a man He too had to 
contend with the temptations and w eak­
nesses of the flesh, and— praise God!— He 
was victorious. W e should keep in mind 
that the same pow er available to Him is 
available to us.

II. The D ivinity of Christ

“ They shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, G od with us.”

Christmas cannot m ean m uch in a spir­
itual sense to a liberal, because the whole 
Christmas message is wrapped up in the 
Incarnation. “ A nd the W ord [eternal nature 
o f Christ— coexistent with the Father] was 
made flesh, and dw elt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten o f the Father,) fu ll o f grace 
and truth” (John 1 :14).

Here it is: G od the Son becam e man and 
dw elt am ong m en and lived in such manner 
that they recognized His divinity.

III. So we have the G od-m an, Jesus Christ.

Not on ly was He hum an so that He under­
stands our needs, infirmities, and w eakness­
es; but He is also divine and is thus 
able to help  us in every situation in life.

In Sir Thomas M allory ’s King A rthur, the 
story is told of the w ay in w hich Arthur 
was discovered and declared king of Britain. 
W hen U therpen-dragon died, he apparently 
left no heir, for  A rthur had been sm uggled 
aw ay b y  M erlin at his birth. The realm fell 
into confusion as many of the great barons

coveted the crow n  for themselves. Then, 
according to the story, the A rch ibishop of 
Canterbury sum m oned all the nobles to 
London  on Christmas Eve, and on Christ­
mas D ay held services for all o f them. On 
em erging from  church  they saw in the 
churchyard a great square stone, and in 
the midst of the stone a steel anvil, and 
stuck into the anvil by its point a gleam ing 
sword. W ritten on the sw ord in letters of 
gold w ere these words: “W hoso pulleth 
out this sw ord out of this stone and anvil, 
the same is rightwise king born  of England.” 
One after another o f the great lords tugged 
at the sw ord to no avail, and then Arthur, 
the unknow n son of a simple knight (as 
the people th ou gh t), drew  it out with ease. 
Thus he becam e their king.

A s the drawing of E xcalibur from  the 
anvil served to declare A rthur king of 
Britain, so the name Emmanuel, applied to 
Jesus through faith, opened up the way 
for the pow er of G od to w ork  through His 
people. Jesus said, “ W hatsoever ye shall ask 
in  m y name, that will I do, that the 
Father m ay be glorified in the S on” 
(John 1 4 :13 )).

TV. The Incarnation Has A noth er M eaning
Also.

The fact o f the birth o f G od ’s Son, Jesus, 
has little meaning for us unless w e have a 
personal incarnation. W e speak of the com ­
ing of Jesus, and it was because o f His 
com ing that we celebrate Christmas; but it 
doesn ’t m ean m uch to us unless we have 
asked Him to com e into our hearts.

W hen He enters our hearts, then we will 
have some o f those same attributes w hich 
He manifested.

“ If any m an be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old  things are passed away; b e ­
hold, all things are becom e new .”

“ If any m an have not the Spirit o f Christ, 
he is none of his.”

Has He com e to you, to you r heart?— 
with His love, His peace, and His joy ?

The Saviour is waiting to en ter your  
heart.

W h y don’t you  let Him com e in?
T here’s nothing in this world to k eep  

you  apart.
W hat is you r answ er to Him ?

Time a fter tim e H e has waited before,
A nd  now  H e is waiting again.

To see if you 're willing to open the 
door.

Oh! H ow  He wants to com e in!
R alph  C arm ichael
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GLEANINGS
from the Greek

By Ralph Earle*

I Tim. 2:9-10

“ M odest A pparel”

In a day of miniskirts this fam ous pas­
sage on how  w om en should dress takes on 
added interest. W e need to find out e x ­
actly what the Scripture says here.

The w ord for “ apparel”  is katastole (a y ), 
w hich is found only here in the N ew Tes­
tament. The latter part of this (cf. English 
“ stole”  for  a scarf) com es from  the verb 
stello, w hich meant “ to set, place, arrange, 
fit ou t” (A b bott-S m ith ).

The prefix  katci means “dow n.”  So kata­
stole  first meant “ a lowering, l e t t i n g  
dow n,”  and then “ a garm ent let down, dress, 
attire” (T h ayer). In classical Greek it also 
was used in the sense of “ modesty, reserve” 
(L id d e ll-S co tt -J o n e s ). A rndt and Gingrich 
furnish this definition: “ D eportm en t, out­
ward, as it expresses itself in clothing . . . 
as w ell as inward . . . and probably both 
at the same tim e.” Ellicott (Pastoral Epistles, 
p. 50) says: “ K atastole  is not sim ply ‘dress’ 
. . . a m eaning for w hich there is not 
satisfactory authority, but ‘deportm ent,’ as 
exhibited externally, w hether in look, m an­
ner, or dress.”  Sim pson (Pastoral Epistles, 
p. 46) writes: "K atastole  can signify dress; 
but usage favours the w ider sene of d e ­
m eanour, so that the entire phrase b e ­
speaks a w ell-ordered  carriage.”

H ow ever, A bbott-S m ith  says that in the 
Septuagint and N ew Testament the w ord 
means “ a garment, dress, attire.” As in the 
case of the N ew  Testament, the w ord 
occurs on ly  once in the Septuagint, in Isa. 
61:3, w here it is translated “garm ent” (o f 
p ra ise ). This w ould, o f course, be m eta­
phorical.

The adjective “m odest”  is cosmios. It is 
found on ly here and in 3:2, where it is 
translated “ of good behaviour.” It comes 
from  cosm os. This is the regular term for 
“ w orld ” (186 times in N T ), but in the sim i­
lar passage in I Peter (3 :3 ) it is rendered 
“ adorning.”

The original m eaning of cosm os was “ o r -

‘ Professor, Greek New Testament, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

der”  (Hom er, Plato, and others). Then it 
cam e to be used in the sense of “ornam ent” 
or “ adornm ent,” especially in relation to 
wom en. O nly in later writers did it take 
on  the popular usage for “ w orld” or u n iv - 
verse, as an ordered system. Finally it 
cam e to be used as equivalent to “ the 
earth.”

So cosm ios s i g n i f i e s  “ w ell-arranged, 
seem ly, m odest” (T h ayer). W hite says: “ It 
means orderly, as opposed to disorderli- 
ness in  appearance” (EGT, IV, 108). P er­
haps the emphasis here is as m uch on 
neatness o f  dress as on  m odesty. The ideal 
is to com bine these tw o aspects. A  good 
translation here is “ becom ing attire” (B erk ­
eley  V ers ion ).

“ A d orn ”
The verb is cosm eo, which also com es 

from  cosmos. Originally it meant “ to order, 
arrange, prepare”  (A bbott-S m ith ). H om er 
uses it for marshalling armies. In Matt. 
25:7 it refers to trim m ing the wicks on 
lamps. In Matt. 12:44 and Luke 11:25 
it is used for a house “ put in order”  (R S V ). 
In Rev. 21:2 the N ew Jerusalem is d e­
scribed as like “ a bride adorned for her 
husband.” In contrast to this, a passage in 
an O xyrhynchus papyrus speaks o f w om en 
“ adorned for adultery” (A . & G., p. 445).

“ Sham efacedness” ?
This unfortunate translation has made 

m any Christian w om en feel that they should 
go around in public with heads bow ed and 
eyes averted, as if they w ere ashamed of 
themselves.

A ctually  this rendering appears to be an 
error. The O xford  English D ictionary 
(IX , 620) says that the adjective “ shame­
faced” was “ originally an etym ological m is­
interpretation of SH AM EFAST.”  W ycliff ’s 
earliest English version o f the B ible (1382) 
has the correct term  here, “ shamefastness.” 
This is used in the A S V  (1901), but o b ­
viously this w ord is obsolete today.

The Greek term is aidos, found only here 
in the N ew  Testament. Bernard (p. 45) 
says that it implies “ (1) a moral repug­
nance to what is base and unseemly, and 
(2) self-resp ect, as w ell as restraint im posed 
on oneself from  a sense o f what is due to 
others.” He goes on to say: “Thus aidos 
here signifies that m odesty w hich shrinks 
from  overstepping the limits of wom anly 
reserve.”  In our opinion, that states the 
case with com plete accuracy and relevance. 
In this day w hen m any careless wom en 
seem  to have no scn<e of shame (cf. Jer. 8:
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12— “They w ere not at all ashamed, neither 
could they blush” ) , it is refreshing to see a 
proper “ w om anly reserve.”  Here, as in all 
else in life, it is “ the golden m ean” which 
should be sought, something betw een 
sham efacedness and bold-facedness.

“ B roid ed" or "B ra id ed "?
The K JV  expression “ broided hair” is o b ­

viously obsolete. Today we speak of “braid­
ed hair” (R S V ). The phrase is one w ord 
in Greek, plegmasin, found only here in 
the New Testament (a similar term is found 
in I Pet. 3 :3 ). Literally it means “ what is 
w oven  or twisted.”  It is used o f baskets 
and nets.

H istory goes in strange circles. W om en 
w ho say that the Bible forbids them to cut 
their hair wear it long and often braided 
over their heads. Y et this is apparently 
condem ned here! Long hair used to be 
considered the sign of a conservative Chris­
tian. N ow  it is the em blem  of the hippies. 
“L ong-haired m usic”  is no longer Bach or 
Beethoven, but w ild rock ’n ’ roll!

But what is the correct meaning of the 
passage? Com bining “braided hair” with 
“ gold,”  The Tw entieth  C entury Nexo T es­
tam ent has, “ Not with wreaths or gold o r ­
naments for  the hair.”  The N ew  English 
Bible  reads: “Not w ith elaborate hair­
styles, not decked out with gold .” P robably 
this is what the adm onition means.

“ Costly”  or “ E xpensive”
The adjective “ costly” is a strong com ­

pound, polyteleis. Thayer says it means 
“requiring great outlay, very  costly.”  P er­
haps “ expensive” (M offatt) conveys the 
idea best.

“ A rra y”
The G reek w ord is himatismos, not the 

com m on New Testament term for clothing— 
himatia. Trench (Synonym s, p. 185) says: 
“Him atism os, a w ord of com paratively 
late appearance . . .  is seldom, if ever, used 
except of garments m ore or less stately and 
costly. It is the ‘vesture’ . . .  o f kings; 
thus o f Solom on in all his glory . . .  is 
associated with gold and silver, as part of 
a precious spoil.”

The six occurrences of this w ord in the 
N ew Testament all bear this out. It is used 
for Christ’s expensive seamless tunic, called 
“ vesture,” for w hich the soldiers cast lots 
(Matt. 27:35; John 19:24). Luke 7:25 speaks 
o f those w ho are “ gorgeously apparelled” 
and live in  luxury. The “raim ent” o f Jesus 
glistened on the M ount of Transfiguration

(L u ke 9 :29). Paul testified that he had 
coveted “ no m an’s silver, or gold, or ap­
parel” (A cts 20:33). A nd here the w ord  is 
coupled with “costly.”

TOWARD
E X P O S I T O R Y
PREACHING

By James Pettitt*

When Grace Is at Work
Rom . 6:1-22, especially 14, For sin shall not 
be m aster ov er  you , for you  arc not under 
law, but under grace (all quotations are 
from  N ASB unless otherwise indicated).

Introduction
Oun  (v. 12), “ therefore,” used here with 

hortatory sentences, is “ inferential, d e ­
noting that what it introduces is the result 
o f  an inference from  what precedes.” 1 The 
“ therefore-exhortation ” is to practice the 
basic principle enunciated in 6:1-11, to live 
in the reality o f  the situation sum m ed up 
b y  v. 11: “ Consider yourselves to be dead to 
sin, but alive to G od in Jesus Christ.”

H upo charin  (v. 14), “ under grace,” is the 
new  situation that the apostle has been 
elucidating since 3:21. Charis, in its signifi­
cance for the quality o f the d a y -to -d a y  
life  o f the Christian (vv. 12-14), was d e ­
fined in 6 :6 -7 .' Charis thus furnishes the 
indicative on w hich the im perative of vv.
12-13 is based.

The call is now  to act, to exercise the 
privileges o f the sanctification (vv. 19, 22) 
o f life that corresponds to grace. F or 
“ w hen grace is at w ork ”

I. O ur R elationsh ip  w it h  S in  Is B rought 
to a n  E nd (vv . 12 -13a).

A . W e are not to let sin continue its 
reign  in our lives  (v. 12); M e oun basileueto  
he hamartia en to thneto hum on somati . . .

Basileueto, “ let . . . reign,” is present 
tense and indicates continuous action.3 M e 
makes it an im perative o f prohibition  and 
thus negates the action. Since sin no longer

•Graduating senior, Pasadena College, June 2, 
1%9. Prepared under the direction of and edited 
by Frank G. Carver, chairman, Division of 
Philosophy and Religion, Pasadena College, Pasa­
dena, Calif,
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has the right of dom inion (v. 14; vv. 3-11), 
the Christian need not, indeed dare not, 
allow  sin to reign in his living. A n analogy 
cou ld  be that of an exhortation to a newly 
em ancipated slave: “ N ow  that you  have 
been set free, do not go on behaving as a 
slave.”  The indicative is the presupposition 
of the im perative.4

H e hamartia, “ sin,”  is conceived by  
Paul here as an enslaving dem onic pow er 
o f enm ity against the w ill of God. a pow er 
which determ ines the state o f man and the 
world."

En to thneto hum on somati, “ in your 
m ortal b od y ,” indicates the territory where 
sin reigns. En, “ in,” is locative o f place.'1 
Somati, as in v. 6, is “ the living b od y ” as 
“ the organ o f m an’s activity.” 7 The flesh - 
a n d -b lood  body  of man is view ed as the 
realm w here he lives. But it need no longer 
be a sinful body  (6:6, “ body of sin” ), al­
though it remains a “m ortal body.”

Eis to upakouein  aute. “ that you  should 
obey  it,” defines the reign of sin as m an’s 
obedience to it, i.e., his disobedience to 
G od (5:12, 19). W e prefer the variant 
reading aute, “ it,” i.e., sin, to the m ore 
norm ally read (K JV , RSV, N ASB, NEB) 
tais epithum iais autou, “ its desires,” i.e., the 
desires o f the body. The form er is the 
shorter and less explicit reading; it fits 
the im mediate context better (cf. v. 2) and 
it is an early (th ird -cen tu ry) though not 
w idely  attested reading. A  fourth-century 
scribe, in fluenced by Paul's use of ep i-  
thumia in 7 :7-9 , m ay have expanded aute 
into tais epithumiais autou  due to the 
asceticism  in the Church of his day which 
tended to link sin closely with the physical 
body.

B. We are to cease presenting the fu n c­
tions of our bodies to sin as iveapons of 
unrighteousness (v. 13a); m ede paristanete 
ta m ele hum on hojjla adikias te hamartia.

M ede, “ and . . . not,” introduces a 
second im perative of prohibition as the 
apostle becom es even m ore specific as to 
how  sin is not to reign in the life o f the 
Christian.

Paristanete  w ith the negative, “ Do not 
go on presenting,” is present tense and its 
force w ould  be interpreted as m e . . . 
basileueto  in v. 12.

Ta m ele hum on, “ your m em bers,” refers 
to the “various organs of our physical frame, 
through w hich  the personality functions.” 8 
This w ould include the m ind as a function 
of the brain of man.

Hopla, “ instruments,” defines our m em ­
bers as tools or weapons in the hands of

sin.” Adikias, “ unrighteousness, w icked ­
ness, injustice,’ ” 0 is a qualitative genitive 
describing the use to w hich te hamartia, 
“sin,” puts our members.

A lthough the apostle has presented his 
prohibition on a very  practical level, it can 
actually on ly characterize the life as

II. O ur R elationship w it h  G od Is B rought 
to P erfection (13bc).

A . We are to 2Jrese?it ourselves to God 
(v. 13b); alia parastesate heautous to theo

Alla, “ but,”  is not a m ere connector 
o f ideas, but an “ adversative particle in­
dicating a difference with or contrast to 
what precedes.” "  Paul indicates that there 
is an action to take the place of, indeed dis­
place, that which must be discontinued.

Parastesate, “present,” is an aorist im ­
perative, probably ingressive, and expresses 
“ the com ing about of conduct w hich con ­
trasts with prior conduct.” 1" The contrast is 
“do not continue paristanete, but once and 
for all parastesate.'’ 's One grammarian notes 
that the aorist is used “ where the neiv life 
o f the Christian, corresponding to the divine 
call w hich creates a new beginning, is 
m eant.” 11 Im plied in the tense is a decisive 
act, an action w hich will be characteristic 
o f the life w hich is to follow , as 13c 
suggests.

H eautous, “yourselves,” is parallel to 
“m ortal b od y ” in v. 12 and includes man in 
the entirety and concreteness of his exis­
tence.

H osei ek  nekron  zontas, “ as those alive 
from  the dead,” refers to the indicative of 
grace presented in 6:1-11, upon which the 
im perative is based. It is only those who 
are “ alive to G od in Christ Jesus”  (v. 11) 
w ho can thus present themselves to God 
(cf. 12:1).

B. W e are to present the functions of 
our bodies to God as weapons of righteous­
ness (v. 1 3 c ); kai ta m ele hum on hopla 
dikaiosunes to theo.

Kai, “and,”  introduces a second ob ­
ject o f the aorist im perative parastesate. As 
v. 13 details v. 12, so v. 13c makes quite 
specific the parastesate heautous o f v. 13b. 
This phrase indicates the aorist imperative 
implies m ore than the initial mom ent (cf. 
v. 19).

Ta m ele hum on . . .  to  theo, “your 
m em bers . . .  to G od,”  is in direct contrast 
to ta m ele hum on . . . te hamartia, “ your 
m em bers . . .  to sin,” in v. 13a.
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Hopla dikaiosunes, “ instruments o f righ ­
teousness,” is the opposite o f hopla adikias, 
“ instruments of unrighteousness,” in v. 13a. 
Dikaiosunes, like adikias a qualitative gen i­
tive describing the use to w hich G od puts 
our members, is “ righteousness as the living 
pow er w hich overcom es sin.” 15 Com pare 
5:21; 6:16, 18-20, and these uses as related 
to 4:3-22 and even  back to 1:17.

The result is the sanctification of life: 
“ So now  present your m em bers as slaves 
to righteousness resulting in [eis] sancti­
fication”  (v. 19). It is even  possible that 
Paul is here picturing the everyday life o f 
the Christian as a tool in G od ’s hand for 
the accom plishm ent of His righteousness 
(1:17; 3:21 ff.) in its fullest sense, i.e. G od ’s 
salvation activity, in the w orld .10

C onclusion

The im peratives of vv. 12-13 constitute 
one exhortation presented in basic prin ­
ciple and practical detail. It is an exhorta­
tion for  the Christian to realize in the 
actual course of his life what he has becom e 
“under grace.” It is a description of the 
“h ow ” o f the life in w hich “grace is at 
w ork .”  Paul is exhorting his Christian 
readers to the fu ll life-potential o f their 
accom plished crucifixion  with Christ (6: 
6 ). The true character o f the Christian life 
is “ that sin shall not be master over you, 
for  you  are not under law, but under 
grace” (v. 14).

'William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A 
Greek-English Lexicon o f the New Testament 
(Chicago: University o f Chicago Press, 1957), 
p. 597.

'See the previous study on these verses.
“H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual 

Grammar o f the Creek New Testament (New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1955), p. 181.

4John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans, “ The 
New International Commentary on the New 
Testament”  (Grand Hapids, M ich.: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1959), I, 227.

■'Gerhard Kittel, ed., Theological Dictionary of 
the New Testament, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing Co., 1964), I, 309-11.

"Dana and Mantey, p. 87.
’Arndt and Gingrich, p. 807.
eC. H. Dodd, The Epistle o f Paul to the Ro­

mans, “ The Moffatt New Testament Commen­
tary” (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1932), 
p. 94.

!lArndt and Gingrich, p. 579.
"'Ibid., p. 17.
"Ibid., p. 37.
12F. Blass and A. Debrunner, A  Greek Gram­

mar o f the New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature, trans. Robert W. Funk (Chi­
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1961) , p. 173.

'■‘Nigel Turner, Syntax, Vol. I ll  o f James Hope 
Moulton’s A Grammar o f New Testament Greek 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1963), p. 77.

' 'Blass and Debrunner, p. 173.
'■Kittel. II, 209.
'"See the studies on Rom. 1:16-17 and 3:21-23.

The Unspeakable Gift
(C hristm as)

T e x t : II Cor. 9:15

Introduction : The value of a gift is d e ­
term ined b y  different factors: cost, person 
o f the giver, need, and especially the u n - 
obtainability except b y  gift. Such  a gift 
is presented b y  Paul, and that is w hy he 
calls it an “ unspeakable gift.” It ’s reason­
able consequence is our undying gratitude.

I. G od’s U nspeakable  G ift
Not unm entionable, but “ which cannot 

be related”  (adequately), “ inexpressible, 
unutterable.” It is beyond expression:

A . In magnitude. The gift o f G od ’s on ly 
begotten Son. In Jesus is treasure 
within treasure—pardon, reconcili­
ation, fellow ship, character, happi­
ness, hope, the Church, and a Chris­
tian society.

B. In cost (II Cor. 8:9; I Pet. 3 :18).
C. In its revelation  of divine love

(John 3:16; Rom. 5 :8 ).

II. O ur U ndying  G ratitude
This should be our m inim um  response— 

the on ly response w orthy such a matchless 
gift. W e should be forever saying thanks:

A . W ith our words (Heb. 13:15). Illus.: 
Man saved little girl and looked 
for her to com e to hospital to say 
thank you, as told b y  W ilkes in 
D ynam ic of Redem ption.

B. W ith our deeds (M atthew  25). The 
unfaithful steward did nothing. The 
rejected “ goats” did nothing.

C. W ith our possessions. Stewardship. 
See p. 149, W illiams, Financing the 
Kingdom .

D. W ith our devotion . W e m ight give 
words, deeds, m oney, and still not 
thank G od with the gift o f ou r­
selves. Illus.: Indian giving gun, 
etc., then himself. Surrender of will 
and life. The entire life should be a 
perpetual sacrifice o f thanksgiving 
(Rom . 12:1).

R. S. T.
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Sermonic Suggestion

H ow about preaching a sermon on CO N ­
VICTIO N  OF SIN? Here is a suggested 
bibliography of source materials:
Julian P rice Love, “ Conviction of Sin,” 

20th C en tu ry Encyclopedia of Religious 
K now ledge, pp. 297-98.

John Line, “ C onviction  of Sin,” Ferm ’s 
Encyclopedia o f Religion, p. 203.

H ow ard Z. Cleveland, “ C onviction,”  Baker's 
D ictionary of T heology, pp. 139-40.

See also O lin A . Curtis, The Christian Faith, 
pp. 351-52.

W illiam  N. Clarke, A n Outline of Christian 
Theology, pp. 376 ff.

W . G. T. Shedd, Christian Dogm atics, I, 180. 
W . T. Davidson, The Indwelling Spirit, pp. 

47 ff.
Then, o f course, one should consult the 

com m entaries on the various scriptural pas­
sages that deal with the subject.

Ross E. P rice

Changes were made in the musical 
setting of the hymn from time to time. 
George Whitefield, evangelistic associate 
of the Wesleys, first edited the hymn for 
a collection he was planning to publish. 
Much later, Dr. Cummings, principal of 
the Guildhall School of Music and or­
ganist at Waltham, England, regretted 
that Wesley’s fine hymn had never been 
given a tune of its own, but had been 
sung to various tunes for 120 years. 
Among the works of Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-47) he found a melody so well 
suited that it could have been written 
for the words. Dr. Cummings made the 
adaptation, and it has been sung to that 
tune ever since. It is certain, however, 
that when the Christianized Jew, Felix 
Mendelssohn, living in Germany in 1840, 
composed his “Festgesang No. 7” he had 
no idea it would become the melody of 
one of the best-loved Christmas carols 
ever written.

Beginning Next Month
Those who are stimulated by the 

study of good outlines will be glad to 
learn that Dr. T. Crichton Mitchell has 
consented to supply “Timely Outlines” 
through 1970.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
(No. 446, Praise and Worship Hymnal)

Again this month we have a hymn by 
Charles Wesley. Born in Epworth, En­
gland, the eighteenth child of Susanna 
and Samuel Wesley, he became known 
as the “Singer of Methodism.”

After his graduation from Oxford, he 
accompanied his brother John on his 
missionary t o u r  to Georgia, U.S.A. 
Throughout the Wesleyan revival he as­
sisted by both singing and preaching, 
and helped to stir the British nation 
to new spiritual life. He gave the world 
more than 6,500 hymns.

B U L L E T IN  .  B A R R E L

The Christmas Scene

T a ke  one  d o n ke y , tw o  cow s, fo u r  sheep, 

three  sh e p h e rd s,  three  w ise  m en, three 

cam els, one  a n g e l,  one  m an , one  w o m a n ,  

a  m a n g e r ,  a  stab le , a n d  a  spe c ia l B ab y . 

W h a t  d o  y o u  h a v e ?  The m a n g e r  scene, o f 

course. But d id  y o u  m is s  s o m e th in g ?  W ith ­

out it the scene  is just a  g o o d  story, a  nice 

picture, a  tale. If  y o u  d o  not in c lude  this, 

the e ven t h a s  no  po in t  a n d  pu rpo se . W h a t  

is m is s in g ?  Y o u r  heart! Y o u  w ill h a v e  to 

g iv e  it to the Christ. I ca nno t a d d  y o u r  

hea rt to the scene. I ca n  g iv e  o n ly  m ine.

— Rochester, M in n .

J. C H R IST Y , pa sto r

The io y  o f b r ig h te n in g  other live s, b e a r ­

in g  o th e rs ' b u rd e n s,  e a s in g  o th e rs ' load s, 

a n d  su p p la n t in g  e m p ty  hea rts  a n d  live s  

w ith  g e n e ro u s  g ift s  b ecom es fo r  u s the 

m a g ic  o f  C h ristm as.
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Remembering at Christmas

When the rivers are frozen over,
And snowdrifts are far and near, 

We sit by the fireside at Christmas, 
And wish that you were here.

We’ve received so many blessings, 
From day to day through the year. 

And we have a lot to be thankful for, 
Along with the Christmas cheer.

As the embers glow on the hearth.
We sit here at eventide 

And pray for all of those we love, 
That the Lord loith you may 

abide.

We are asking that peace and joy 
Be sent to you from above,

And that all the blessings we have 
today

Be shared with those we love.

And may this season be filled with 
joy,

Wherever you may go,
Because of the Christ who came to 

earth
At Christmas so long ago.

J o h n  S t o c k t o n  
C h ristm as, 1968

H O L ID A Y  S E Q U E N C E :  A n tic ip a t io n , p re p a ­

ration, recreation, p ro stra tion , recuperation .

"M e n  a lw a y s  h a v e  h o p e  o f a  better w o r ld  

w h e n  they  see  the m irac le  o f C h ristm as. 

A ll  the se lf ish n e ss,  b itterness, a n d  h a tred s 

pau se , a n d  fo r  a  d a y  su rre n d e r  to the sw ee t 

cha rm  o f a little D iv in e  Prince  w h o  cast H is  

sp e ll o ve r  the earth  tw o  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  

a g o . "— C h a s.  W e lls.

Light of the World, so clear and 
bright,

Enter our homes this Christmas 
night.

Relight our soids so tenderly,
That we may grow to be like Thee.

— A n o n y m o u s

H a v e  y o u  a n y  o ld  g r u d g e  y o u 'd  like  to pa y , 

A n y  w ro n g  la id  u p  from  a  b y g o n e  d a y ?  

G a th e r  them  now , a n d  la y  them  a w a y  

Ere C h r is tm a s  com es.

H a rd  th o u g h ts  a re  h e a v y  to ca rry , m y  fr iend , 

A n d  life  is short  from  b e g in n in g  to end!

Be k in d  to yo u rse lf;  le a ve  n o th in g  to m e n d  

W h e n  C h r is tm a s  com es.

C h r is tm a s  l iv in g  is the best k in d  of 

C h r is tm a s  g iv in g .

* * *
If y o u  hitch y o u r  w a g o n  to a star, be  su re  

it is the sta r  o f Beth lehem .

. . . and it was always said of him, that 
he knew how to keep Christmas well 
. . . May that be tndy said of us, and 
all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, 
God bless us, Every One!

— C h a r l e s  D ic k e n s  
A Christmas Carol

*  *  *  *

Oh, it isn’t the holly, it isn't the snow ,
It isn’ t the tree or the firelight glow;
It’s the flame that goes from the hearts 

of men
When Christmas love is abroad again.
It’s the laughter of children quivering 

high
hi a shower of radiance to the sky.
For ivishes are real, and love is a force. 
And the torch which ages ago had source 
In the star that lighted the wise men’s 

way
Burns with a musical fire today.

^ - A u t h o r  U n k n o w n

Little S a lly  w a s  a l lo w e d  to d istrib u te  the 

fa m ily  g ift s  on  C h r is tm a s  Eve. A fte r  a ll the 

g ift s  w e re  g iv e n  out w ith  lo v in g  care, she  

kep t lo o k in g  a ro u n d  the tree a n d  a m o n g  its 

b ranche s. F in a lly  he r fa th e r  a ske d , "W h a t  

a re  y o u  lo o k in g  for, D e a r ? "

To w h ich  S a lly  rep lied , " I  th ou g h t  C h r is t ­

m a s  w a s  J e su s ' b ir th d a y , but I ca n 't  f in d  

H is  present. D id  e ve ry o n e  fo rg e t  H im , 

D a d d y ? "
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Budgets— Friend or Foe? R. E. Zol Iinhofer, My-15
Building a Love for the Bible, Editorial, N-2
"Bu t Seek Ye First . . . Mrs. Frankie Roland

Cain's Error (sermon), Doyle W illiams, 0-35 
Carnality and Humanity, Claude Griffith, N-9 
Case History of a V isitation Project, Chas. D. Isbell, F-9 
Changing Methods in Christian Education, Don Irwin, JI-5 
Changing Methods Which W ill Affect Youth Work, Don 

Hughes, Au-12 
Children Do Have Ears, Mrs. Frankie Roland, S-35 
Christmas Cantata by the Congregation, D. C. Warner, D-36 
Church as a Witnessing Community, Jackson D. Phillips, Au-8 
Church Talk Made Simple, Emily Louise Conrad, Au-46 
"Conscience Preaching," Morris Chalfant, My-10

Delivery of the Sermon, J. E. Perryman, Jr., A-43 
DIRECTORY OF RETIRED MINISTERS, Ju-31 
Do You Believe? V. H. Lewis, 0-1 
Dual Nature of the Church (editorial), D-2

EDITORIALS— Richard S. Taylor
Building a Love for the Bible, N-2; Dual Nature of the 
Church, D-2; Freedom with Reverence, Ju-2; He Who 
Serves Best Is Not Always He Who Shouts Loudest, Ju-3; 
His Cross and Ours, A-2; How Do You Preach Holiness? 
Au-2; "Husbands, Love Your W ives/' J-2; Is the Revival 
Campaign Outdated? My-2; Maximum Strategy, 0-2; Need­
less M inisterial Suicide, JI-2; Power of Home Atmosphere, 
J 1-3; Prohibition or Discrimination? M-2; The Layman's 
Dream, S-2; The Stewardship of Leadership, F-2 

EDITORIALS, GUEST
Benner, Hugh C., The Basic Denominational Executive, J l - l  
Chapman, J. B., The Preacher's Tenure, Ju-1; The Thanks­

giving Offering, N - l 
Coulter, George, The Management of Time, Au-1 
Jenkins, Orville W., M inisterial Desires, A - l 
Lawlor, Edward, House-to-House V isitation, F-2; Lord, 

Give Us a Miracle! D - l 
Lewis, V. H., Do You Believe? 0-1 
Stowe, Eugene L., "Be  One with Them . . . / '  M - l 
Williamson, G. B., Preacher, Share Your Burden! My-1 
Young, Samuel, Keep Them Coming, J - l ;  The M inisterial 

Dropout, S - l
Emmanuel— God with Us (sermon), Robert Harding, D-37 
Evangelism— Church Programming at Its Highest Level, John 

W. May, A-4
Evangelist Says His Piece About Seminarians, An, Paul 

Martin, Ju-8
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F
Father Who Fostered the Faith, A (sermon), Robert Scott, 

Ju-35
Firm but Fair, J. W. Swearengen, D-7 
Forgotten Goal, A, Chas. A. Gibson, J 1-8 
Fountains That Never Run Dry (sermon), W illard B. Airhart, 

F-37
Freedom with Reverence (editorial), Ju-2

Management of Time, George Coulter, Au-1 
Maximum Strategy, Editorial, 0-2 
Minister as a Standard, The, Roland M. Becker, S-15 
Minister as Counselor, The, Harold L. Volk, A-7 
M inisterial Desires, Orville W. Jenkins, A - l  
M inisterial Dropout, Samuel Young, S - l 
Ministering to the Senior Citizen, Chas. R. Reed, M-9 
Moratorium on Preaching? Ross W. Hayslip, S-7 
Mother Hubbard Sermon, Ju-42

Gleanings from the Greek New Testament, Ralph Earle (see 
Biblica l Studies)

Greatest Prayer of A ll (No. 14), H. K. Bedwell, J-34

Have Any Problems That Need Solving? S. T. Moore, S-16
He Remains (sermon), David E. Sparks, My-35
He Who Serves Best (editorial), Ju-3
His Cross and Ours (editorial), A-2
House-to-House V isitation, Edward Lawlor, F - l
How Do You Preach Holiness? (editorial), Au-2
How to Conduct a Funeral, Richard H. Thompson, My-12
"Husbands, Love Your Wives" (editorial), J-2

HYMN OF THE MONTH
Dear Lord and Father of Mankind, Ju-43
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, D-43
Jesus Saves, J-43
0 Day of Rest and Gladness, J 1-43
Open My Eyes, That I May See, Au-43
This Is the Day the Lord Hath Made, A-41
'T is  Midnight, M-42
Trusting Jesus, S-43
Waiting on the Lord, My-45
When I Survey, 0-44
Wonderful Saviour, F-44

IDEAS THAT WORK
Anon., Improving Board Attendance, A-42 
Haynes, B. F., Preaching to Full Pews, 0-43 
Kline, David K., Revival Pledge Board, S-44 
Lee, Jack H., Five Spiritual Disciplines, J-43 
Morgan, Harold R., Scoreboard, S-44 
Perryman, J. E., Conversation and Communication, 0-43 
Simpson, A. C., More Prayers for the III, N-43 
Smith, Doyle, Prayer and Revival Preparation, F-41 
Sparks, Carlos H., Avoid Those Year-End Statistical 

Shocks, Ju-46
Taylor, R. S., Calling Folder, M-44; How They Do It in 

Colorado (church advertising), N-43 
Vandyne, G. Lewis, Early Christians, Au-43 
Warner, D. C., Christmas Cantata by the Congregation, 

D-36
Wenger, Fred, Salary Increases, S-43; Surprise for Evan­

gelists, 0-43 
Wetmore, Gordon, Graduating Seniors, A-41 
W illiams, Roger M., Publish Your Pastoral Schedule, JI-43 

Intern for the M inistry— Why Not? Tom Nees, A-10 
Is Racial Prejudice a Sin? Earl E. Barrett, S-12 
Is the Revival Campaign Outdated? (editorial), My-2 
Is Your Church Fully Insured? R. E. Maner, JI-9 
"Itchy Feet"— Do You Have It? Dallas Mucci, Ju-10

Jesus and the Law (sermon), Jerry W. McCant, N-35 
John Nelson— a Follower of Wesley, Robert Emsley, J 1-12 
John Wesley and the Sanctified Life, Harry E. Jessop, J-4 
John Wesley's Views on Preaching, Chas. D. Isbell, Au-4

Keep Them Coming, Samuel Young, J - l

Layman's Dream, The, (editorial), S-2
Life's Three Alternatives (sermon), Robert W. Helfrich, J-38 
Light from the Church Fathers (see Paul Bassett)
Lord, Give Us a Miracle! Edward Lawlor, D - l

M

Man of God, The, Reginald Heasley, 0-15

N
Nazarenes Are Law-abiding, E. E. Zachary, J-14 
Needless M inisterial Suicide (editorial), J 1-2 
Now Is the Time for Faith (sermon), C. Neil Strait, Au-35 
Not Just Brainstorming but "Heart Storm ing," Robert Gos- 

law, 0-7

Of Thorns and Corns, Mrs. Lee Marvin, N-33 
On Rounding Third Base, J. Melton Thomas, M-4 
On Success and Statistics, L. Guy Nees, S-3 
Origen on the Use of Temptation, Paul M. Bassett, F-14 
Outreach with Ink on Its Fingers, Carlos H. Sparks, 0-10, 

N-15, D-13

P
Pastor Evangelizing His Youth, Robert Green, Ju-12 
Pastoral Calling in the Space Age, Melvin McCullough, My-4 
Penitent's Prayer, W. B. Walker, J-40 

POEMS
Because You Loved, Esme James, Au-34 
End Seats, The, author unknown, 0-44 
Guiding Star, The, Louis F. Benson, D-15 
Happy New Year, A, Frances Ridley Havergal, J-44 
If Money Talks, author unknown, F-43 
Mary Had a L ittle  Boy, Blake Martin, My-46 
Mother's Prayer, A, author unknown, S-34 
Our Stewardship, George W. Wiseman, F-42 
Remembering at Christmas, John Stockton, D-44 
Success, author unknown, S-6 
Surrender, Martha Snell Nicholson, F-43 
That They Might Know Him, author unknown, N-44 
Thousand Easters, A, Lloyd M. Hearn, A-44 
When May I Cease to Love Missions? author unknown, F-43 

Power of Home Atmosphere (editorial), JI-3 
PRACTICAL POINTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

He Always Has Something to Say! A-9 
He Has an Instinct for Truth, My-7 
He Is an Administrator Who Never Calls, Au-7 
His Optimism Speaks to Me, J-13 
His Pastoral Prayer Was a Benediction, S-14
I Was Embarrassed Sunday Night! Ju-6 
If You Have Your Bible This Morning . . . , M - l l  
Informality Is His Forte, 0-9 
On Making Introductions, F-8 
On Using the King's English, D-10 
Pulpit Etiquette, N-12 
Talking on the Platform, J 1-11 

Prayer for My Pastors, Wilson R. Lanpher, J-16 
Preacher, Share Your Burden! G. B. Williamson, My-1 
Preachers in Peril, Wallace A. Ely, J 1-14 
Preacher's Intercession, The, Gordon Chilvers, M-6 
Preacher's Tenure, The, J. B. Chapman, Ju-1 
Principles of Church Growth, Paul Orjala, J-9 
Prohibition or Discrimination? Editorial, M-2

Q
QUEEN OF THE PARSONAGE

Anniversary (A Christmas Story), D-33 
James, Mrs. Robert E., Ideas for the Family A ltar, My-33 
Marvin, Mrs. Lee, Of Thorns and Corns, N-33; Why Can't 

We Be like Normal People? 0-33 
McDowell, Doris M., A Way Through, J-33; Alone with 

God, Au-33
McGraw, Vashti B., The Symphony of Life, JI-33 
Moore, Mrs. Paul K., Staying Close to Our Children, M-33, 

A-33
Roland, Mrs. Frankie, "Bu t Seek Ye F irst . . . Ju-33; 

Children Do Have Ears, S-33; S ix Weeks in a New 
Parsonage, F-16 

Questions for the Sanctified (sermon), M ilton Harrington, 
J 1-35
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R
Restored Preacher, A, Anonymous, F-4
Revival We Need, The, John B. Rice, S-8; 0-4; N-5
Rewards of the Pastorate, The, Carlos H. Sparks, Au-10 Preachers’ Exchange
Sabbath— Holiday or Holy Day? H. M. Griffith, M-38 

SERMONIC STUDIES
Mother Hubbard Sermon, Ju-42 
Sermon of the Month:
Airhart, W illard B., Fountains That Never Run Dry, F-37
Griffith, H. M., The Sabbath— Holiday or Holy Day? M-38
Harding, Robert, Emmanuel— God with Us, D-37
Harrington, Milton, Questions for the Sanctified, JI-35
Hayslip, Ross W., Blind to the Presence, A-38
Helfrich, Robert W., Life 's Three Alternatives, J-38
Lavender, M. L., Some Beautiful Pictures of Death, S-35
McCant, Jerry W., Jesus and the Law, N-35
Scott, Robert H., A Father Who Fostered the Faith, Ju-35
Sparks, David E., He Remains, My-35
Strait, C. Neil, Now Is the Time for Faith, Au-35
Williams, Doyle, Cain's Error, 0-35
Timely Outlines:
Avery, G. C., Seven Ways to Preach John 3:16, My-41 
Burch, B ill, The Public Prayers, A-40 
Chambers, H. E., Sanctification, My-43 
Cox, Kuhrman K., Why Believe in the Doctrine of Sanc­

tification? J-40 
Harrington, Milton, Looking unto Jesus, Au-41 
Hunter, Ronald, Christian Holiness, J-39 
Isbell, Chas. D., When Christ Appeared to Saul, S-40 
Larson, Joseph T., Dwelling in the Secret Place, S-42 
Lewis, Clark, Babel or Pentecost? 0-40; I Am Involved, 

0-40
McCumber, W. E., "Just August 24 !" Au-42 
Mongerson, Harold, An "Enough" Religion, JI-42 
Moore, C. T., Bible Babies, My-43; Communion messages, 

J-43, M-41; Father's Day, Ju-41-42; Funeral messages, 
M-42; Godly Mothers, My-43; New Year's outlines, J- 
42; Our Victorious Hope, Au-40; Palm Sunday message, 
M-40; Paul on Study, A-40; Stewardship outlines, F-39; 
The Christian Home, My-42; The Living Christ, A-39; 
The Message of the Master, S-42; Together with 
Christ, J-43; Watch-night outline, J-42; What Pentecost 
Means, Ju-41; When God Chose to Speak, Au-40 

Outlines on the Word of God, N-39-41 
Reed, M illard, The Defense of Uncalculating Love (Ala­

baster), F-39 
Taylor, R. S., The Unspeakable G ift, D-42 
Tolbert, Wm. A., Sanctification, Five Ways to Be Lost, 

Selected for Service, Divine Sifting, My-44 
Truesdale, A l, When the Comforter Came, Au-41 
Walker, W. B., The Stewardship of the Gospel, The Mighty 

Keeper, J 1-42; The Penitent's Prayer, J-40; Man's Emp­
tiness and God's Fullness, F-40 

Wesley, R. E., The Blessings of Following, A Successful 
Heart Transplant, S-41 

Sermons That Sizzle, R. E. Maner, A-13 
Six Weeks in a New Parsonage, Mrs. Frankie Roland, F-16 
Slower Pace in the Second Work, J. Kenneth Grider, JI-4 
Some Beautiful Pictures of Death, M. L. Lavender, S-35 
Staying Close to Our Children, Mrs. Paul Moore, M-33, A-33 
Stewardship of Leadership, Editorial, F-2 
Sunday Night Evangelism and Current Trends, Wesley D. 

Tracy, D-8
Symphony of Life, The, Vashti B. McGraw, JI-33

Take That Next Step! T. Crichton Mitchell, A-15 
Ten Commandments for the Funeral Service, Ross Hayslip, Au- 

14
Thanksgiving Offering, The, J. B. Chapman, N-2 
Thanksgiving with a Real Meaning, Lawrence B. Hicks, N-8 
These Are My People, W. J. Turner, D-16 
Tyranny of the Tangible, Orville S. Salters, Ju-4

W

Way Through, A, Doris McDowell, J-33
When St. Paul Crossed the Hellespont, Herbert McGonigle, 

D-4
Where and How to Involve Youth, Rich Brockman, Au-13 
Why Can't We Be like Normal People? Mrs. Lee Marvin, 0- 

33
Witness with the Written Word, Wayne M. Warner, Au-15 
World of John Wesley Jones, John W. May, N-13

F O R  SALE— Expositions of H oly Scrip­
ture (covering  entire B ib le ), b y  A lexander 
Maclaren, $28.00. A lso  brand -n ew  set of 
G od b ey ’s Com m entary. R onald Clark, 113 
S. Grand St., Lakeville, Ind. 46536.

W AN TED — C opy o f John W esley  in the 
E volution  o f Protestantism , b y  M axim in 
Piette (S herd -W ood , N.Y., 1937). Trans­
lated b y  Rev. J. B. H oward. C lifford  E. 
Eash, Church o f the Nazarene, A xte l at 
Lyle, M ilford, 111. 60953

Items for this Exchange may be either WANT­
ED or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old 
periodicals and out-of-print books. A ll response 
should be directly with the advertiser and not 
with this o ffice or the Nazarene Publishing 
House. We are glad to render this free service 
on these terms.

CALENDAR DIGEST

DECEM BER—
NW M S M em oria l Certificates 
NM BF Christm as L ove  O ffe r ­
ing

7 R eception  o f new  m em bers
14 B ib le  Society O fferin g
31 C on qu est: Teen talent contest 

deadline

JA N U A R Y —
7 C hurch-w ide day o f prayer 

Fam ily  A ltar W eek
13-15 C on feren ce on  Evangelism  

at Kansas City
25 Y outh  W eek begins

FE B R U A R Y —
STEW ARD SH IP M ONTH 
NW M S Alabaster and P rayer 
Chart

8 Sem inary Sunday
11 Ash W ednesday, beginn ing o f  

Lent
13 W orld  D ay o f  Prayer
15 B rotherhood W eek begins
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General Superintendent Lawlor’s editorial reminds us that 
the modern Christmas season is a time of many mirages but 
few  miracles . . . The destiny of men everywhere turns on two, 
and two only— the miracles of the Incarnation and the Resur­
rection . . . But from  these two have sprung myriads of miracles 
since . . . And, preacher, they may validate your ministry today 
. . . Every one of us must have, and may have, the divine 
dimension . . . The surest way to forfeit the touch of the super­
natural is to seek miracles for their own sake . . . The end will 
be fakery or despair . . . But every one of us can be a “ miracle” 
. . . And that is the best footing for seeing them, after all . . . 
God delights to do the unusual and the unexpected for the 
holy man, whose soul breathes heavenly air. I ’m quite sure 
God will perform no miracles for men whose shoe leather is un­
worn, and whose pants are shiny in the seat but not at the knees 
. . . And W esley Tracy helps us to believe that spiritual miracles 
can once again happen on Sunday nights (p. 8) . . .  But here 
too a miracle must take place in the preacher, in many cases, 
before it can take place on Sunday nights . . . A ny candidates'?

Until next month.



2 New Filing Systems 
Designed Exclusively for the „

Developed by

Church of the Nazarene General Secretary. Church o f the Nazarene

THE NAZARENE M IN ISTER ’S 
SERMON FILING SYSTEM

E ffe c t iv e , com p le te , easy-to -use  sys tem  fo r  f i l in g  
a ll typ es  o f  serm on m a te r ia ls  . . . de s ig ned  e sp e ­
c ia l ly  fo r  Church  o f the  N azarene m in is te rs .

Seven m ajo r c la s s if ic a t io n s :  “ God” ; “ H o ly  S p ir it ” ; 
“ Je su s ” ; “ C h u rch ” ; “ M an ” ;“  S a lva t ion  (D oc tr in e s )” ; 

and “ W o r ld ” — p lu s  40 s u b -c la s s if ic a t io n s  and 153 
sub d iv is io n s .

H ead ings are  p r in te d  on 1 W  x 2 "  gum m ed lab e ls  
and each o f the th ree  d iv is io n s  is  co lo r-coded . 
In c lu des  200  (8V2 "  x 1 1 ") m an ila  fo ld e rs  (a $12 .60  
value), 200 la b e ls , and F ile  O rgan iza t io n  In s tru c ­
t ion  shee t and gu ide . Boxed and sh ip ped  in s p e c ia l 
p ro te c t iv e  ca rton .

R-1195 Postpaid, $11.95

THE NAZARENE M IN ISTER ’S 

CHURCH A D M INISTRATIO N FILING SYSTEM
M akes ch u rch  a d m in is tra t io n  and b u s in e ss  s im p le r  
and e a s ie r . The co m p le te  system  cove rs  eve ry  
area o f  chu rch  a c t iv ity , and keeps in fo rm a t ion  a t 
you r f in g e r t ip s . U sab le , t im e sav ing , e ffe c t iv e , and 
y e t a t a low  co s t!

E ig h t m ajor s e c t io n s : “ A d m in is t ra t io n  and P u b lic  
R e la t io n s ” ; “ B u ild in g s  and P ro p e rty ” ; “ C h r is t ia n  
E d u ca tio n ” ; “ E v a n g e l is m  a n d  M e m b e r s h ip ” ; 
“ F in an ce ” ; “ M is s io n s ” ; “ W orsh ip  and M u s ic ” ; and 
“ P la n n in g ”  (q ua rte r ly— p lu s  32 sub head ing s  and 
95 su b d iv is io n s .

P r in te d  gum m ed la b e ls  are  co lo r-cod ed . In c ludes 
135 (8V 2"  x 1 1") m an ila  fo ld e rs  ($8.40 value), 135 
lab e ls , and F ile  O rgan iza t ion  In s tru c t io n  shee t and 
gu ide . Boxed and sh ip ped  in s p e c ia l p ro te c t iv e  
ca rton .

R-795 Postpaid, $ 7 .9 5

PASTOR! Valuable to YOU and Your CONGREGATION
Invest in These Meaningful File System s SOON

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527. KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141

Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104 
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario
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