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BEWARE of 
Confirmed Immaturity

By General Superintendent Coulter

h e r e  s h o u l d  c o m e  a  t i m e  i n  e v e r y  p r e a c h e r ’s l i f e  w h e n  h e  s t r i k e s

d e e p e r  levels of d e v o t io n ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  in som e  m e n  im m a tu r i ty  seem s  to  b e c o m e  a c o n ­
f i rm e d  w a y  o f  life. In  th e  p r e a c h e r ’s b e g in n i n g  years  it m a y  b e  to le r ­
a te d ,  b u t  p e o p le  h a v e  a  r i g h t  to  e x p e c t  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  w i th  
th e  p a ss in g  of th e  years . Y o u th  has its o w n  c h a rm ,  e v e n  in p r e a c h e r s —  
im p u ls iv en ess ,  agg ress iven ess ,  e n th u s ia s m .  B ut som e d e e p e r  a n d  r ich ­
e r  q u a l i t i e s  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  to  a  m a n ’s m in is t ry  as t im e  goes  by  if he 
is to  fulfill his h ig h  call ing.

F u ll  m a tu r i ty  as a C h r is t i a n  m in is te r  is no t  a lw ays  a m a t t e r  of 
a g e  o r  e x p e r ien ce .  A n d re w  W . B lack w o o d  w a rn e d  a b o u t  th e  d a n g e r  
of “ c h ro n ic  i m m a t u r i t y . ”

It revea ls  itself in an  a t t i t u d e  of c o n s t a n t  res tlessness  a n d  des i re  
fo r  c h a n g e .  If a  p r e a c h e r ’s t h o u g h t s  a re  co n s ta n t ly  fixed on  his next 
c h u rc h ,  his b ig  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  o r  his h o p e d - f o r  p ro m o t io n ,  he  is n o t  like­
ly to  d e v e lo p  a n d  g ro w  in his p re s e n t  c i r c u m s tan ce s .

If a  m in is te r  a llow s h im se l f  to  b e c o m e  d is i l lu s ion ed  w i th  p e o p le  
a n d  to  i n d u lg e  in se l f-p i ty  o r  cyn ic ism , he  revea ls  his o w n  in n e r  
im m a tu r i ty .

H o w  can  a  g ro w in g ,  m a t u r i n g  m in is t ry  b e  a t t a in e d ?  F irs t ,  by  
liv ing  b y  rea l is t ic  ideals  a n d  g iv in g  his b es t  e f fo r t  to  a t t a in  them . 
S eco nd ,  b y  f o r m u la t in g  so u n d  p a t t e rn s  of w ork  a n d  con sc ien t io u s ly  
fo l lo w ing  those  p a t t e r n s  in d a i ly  life. T h i rd ,  by  los ing  on ese l f  in the  
g r e a t  c au se  o f  se rv in g  p e o p le  a n d  th e i r  needs .  F o u r th ,  b y  m a in ta in in g  
a f r e sh n e ss  of sp ir i tua l  b les s ing  by  f r e q u e n t  in n e r  re n e w in g s  from  the  
p re s e n c e  of G od.

N o  G o d -c a l l e d  m in is te r  of th e  go sp e l  n e e d s  to  live in a s ta te  of 
c o n f i rm e d  im m a tu r i ty .  H e  can  c o n t in u e  to  g ro w  in m in is te r ia l  s t a tu re  
a n d  s t re n g th .  H e  can  rise ab o v e  t e m p ta t io n s  to  despa ir .  H e  can  fulfill 
his ho ly  ca l l ing  a n d  fin ish  his c o u rse  w i th  joy  a n d  g ladness .

his task.
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EDITOR

Of Problems 
and People

I t  w a s  S a t l k d a y  m o h n i n g  a t  c a m p  m e e t in g ,  a n d  th e  scen e  w as  pleasant 
to be h o ld .  V o lu n te e r  t e e n -a g e r s  w e re  sy s te m a t ica l ly  w a lk in g  over 

e v e ry  inch  of g r o u n d  p ick in g  u p  all th e  li t t le  p ie ce s  of p a p e r  th a t  had 
b e e n  a c c u m u la t in g  for severa l  days. A h ea d  of th a t  line of advancing 
y o u th  w e re  can dy ,  g u m ,  a n d  ice -c ream  w ra p p e rs ,  th e  r e m in d e r s  of tasty 
snacks w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c o n s u m e d  by  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  care less ly  thrown 
th e  w ra p p in g s  aside  w ith no th o u g h t  of th e  w ork  th a t  w o u ld  be  necessary 
to  res to re  n e a tn e s s  to th e  g ro u n d s .  B e h in d  th a t  l ine  of h a p p y ,  d e te rm ined  
y o u th  th e r e  w as b e a u ty  ag a in .  T h e  g r o u n d  w as c le a re d  of wastepaper 
a n d  th e  l i t te r  w as g one .

T h is  b it  of ecc les ias tica l  r i tua l ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  r a th e r  amusing 
w e re  it n o t  so p a th e t ic ,  p o r t ra y s  on  a sm all  scale an  e p i t o m e  of the  work 
of th e  C h u r c h  in th e  w orld . It is th e  m ic ro co sm  of th a t  p a r t  of th e  C'liurch 
g a th e r e d  th e re  on the  c a m p g r o u n d  for  a w e e k  of w o rsh ip  a n d  evangelism. 
It is also r e p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  c h u rc h e s  from  w h ic h  tho se  worshippers 
cam e , a n d  th e  d e n o m in a t io n s  to  w h ic h  th e y  be lo n g .  S om e  p e o p le  throw 
w ra p p in g s  d o w n  on  th e  g r o u n d ;  o th e r  p e o p le  c o m e  a lo n g  la te r  and  pick 
th e m  up! T w o  life-styles. O f  course  th e r e  is a th i rd  life-s ty le  th e re  too— 
those  w h o  n e i th e r  th ro w  p a p e r s  o n  th e  g r o u n d  nor h e lp  to  p ick  them  up.

T o  p u t  it a n o th e r  way, th e r e  a re  p e o p le  w h o  c re a te  p ro b lem s ,  there 
are those  w h o  solve p ro b le m s ,  a n d  th e r e  a re  tho se  w h o  d o  no t  get in­
v o lved  if th e y  can  h e lp  it, no t  see ing  a n y  reason  w h y  th e y  should  con­
c e rn  th e m se lv e s  w i th  so lu t ion s  for p ro b le m s  w h ic h  th e y  h av e  no t  caused.

T h e  re la t iv e ly  sm all  n u m b e r  in th e  g r o u p  w h o  w e re  p ick ing  up the 
p a p e r s  is typ ica l  of th e  scarc i ty  of such  p e o p le  e v e ry w h e re .  O f  3,000 or 
m o re  w h o  ca m e ,  w h o  saw, w h o  h e a rd ,  a n d  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e d  together in 
th e  c a m p  m e e t in g  th a t  w eek ,  a score o r  less w e re  th e  n u m b e r  who 
w a lk ed ,  w h o  s to op ed ,  a n d  w h o  re s to red  order .  O n e  p e r c e n t  go t  involved, 
d id  th e  job , a n d  m a d e  r ig h t  a g a in  s o m e th in g  th a t  h a d  g o n e  wrong.

T h e  size of th e  seco nd  g ro u p  of p eo p le ,  w h o  n e v e r  th in k  of such 
d e ta i ls  as a im in g  a t  t rash  can s  in s te a d  of leav in g  th e  l i t te r  a round  for
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so m e o n e  e lse  to  rem ov e ,  is la rge  e n o u g h  to be  a c ause  for  con ce rn .  It 
is p r o b a b ly  a m in o r i ty ,  b u t  it is a  very  t r o u b le so m e  m in o r i ty ,  th is  socie ty  
of s c r a p - h a p p y  l i t t e rb u g s  w h o  ty p ify  th ose  w h o  c ause  th e  p ro b le m s  o th e r  
p e o p le  m u s t  solve. T h e i r  th o u g h t le s sn e s s  is n o  excuse  for  th e i r  w ay  of 
living. “ T h e r e  is n o n e  so ig n o ra n t  as h e  w h o  will n o t  le a r n ,” so the  
a n c ie n t  p ro v e r b  d e c la re d ,  a n d  th e se  p e o p le  a re  ig n o r a n t  a f t e r  th e  m a n ­
n e r  of tho se  w h o  d o  n o t  c a re  e n o u g h  to  th in k  a b o u t  w h a t  th e y  are  do ing .

T h e  th i rd  life-s ty le  ty p i f ie d  in  this d r a m a  is t h a t  of th e  p e o p le  w h o  
n e i t h e r  c a u se  th e  p ro b le m s  no r  h e lp  solve th em . T h e y  m a y  no t  h av e  d is ­
c a r d e d  a n y  c a n d y  w ra p p e r s  all w e ek  long, b u t  n e i t h e r  h av e  th e y  p ick ed  
a n y  up ;  a n d  th e y  h av e  n o t  ca l led  o u t  to  r e m in d  a n y o n e  else t h a t  he 
sh o u ld  re f ra in  f ro m  th r o w in g  trash  on  th e  g ro u n d .  T h e i r  a t t i tu d e ,  is th e  
o n e  th a t  will d o  m o re  to  h in d e r  th e  C h u r c h  th a n  e i t h e r  o f  th e  o thers .  
T h e y  r e p r e s e n t  th e  u n in v o lv e d ,  th e  u n c o n c e rn e d ,  th e  u n im p re s s e d ,  th e  
u n in t e r e s t e d .  T h e i r s  is a re l ig ion  of re t rea t ,  a cu l t  of th e  casual,  a  w itness  
fo r  w i th d ra w a l .  T h e  u n in v o lv e d  a re  th e  b a n e  of th e  K in gd om .

P eo p le  w h o  cau se  p ro b le m s  a re  like th e  poor;  th e y  will a lw ays  be  
w i th  us. T h e r e  a re  so m e  p e o p le  w h o  will n e v e r  be  m u c h  of an  asset to  th e  
C h u rc h ,  b u t  th e  C h u r c h  m a y  be  a b le  to  assist th e m  in th e i r  spo rad ic  
e f fo r ts  to  fo llow Jesus. W e  h a v e  n o  o th e r  cho ice  th a n  to  e x te n d  to w ard  
t h e m  th e  a ga pe  love th a t  G o d  is b e s to w in g  u p o n  us, w h ic h  is u n d e se rv e d .

P e o p le  w h o  solve p ro b le m s  a re  th e  salt  of th e  e a r th ,  a n d  it is a p ity  
th e i r  n u m b e r  is as sm all  as it is. They h a v e  le a rn e d  th e  m e a n in g  of dis- 
c ip lesh ip ,  th e  so u rce  of joy, a n d  th e  k ey  to  v ic to r io us  C h r is t i a n  living. 
In los ing  th e i r  lives, th e y  have  fo u n d  th em . In g iv in g  of th em selves ,  
th e y  h a v e  rec e iv ed  th e  m o s t  p re c io u s  of all gifts, th e  d e e p  sense  of 
a p p ro v a l  f ro m  H im  w h o se  will fo r  us m e a n s  m o re  th a n  life itself.

P e o p le  w h o  d o  n o t  g e t  in vo lved  a re  th e  g re a te s t  sou rce  of f ru s t r a ­
t io n  a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  th e  m o s t  ex c i t in g  sp h e re  of o p p o r tu n i ty  for 
th e  th o u g h t f u l  pas tor .  C a n  th e y  b e  m o t iv a t e d  to  g e t  in to  th e  a re n a  
w h e re  th e  ac t io n  is? Before  g iv in g  u p  on  th e m ,  p as to r ,  c h eck  this list 
o f  s t r a te g y  i tem s ,  o r  d ev ise  a p la n  of y o u r  ow n:

•  G ive  the  u n in v o l v e d  C hris tian  an  e xa m p le .  T h e  p a s to r  sh o u ld  be 
“ o u t  of b r e a t h  in p u r s u i t  of sou ls ,”  as w as said of W esley . S o m e t im e s  th e  
m e n  of G o d  d o  g e t  w eary ,  a n d  th e i r  n e rv e s  b e c o m e  f ray ed ,  a n d  th e y  a re  
a t  w i t ’s e n d  as th e y  fee l th e y  a re  g o in g  in circles a n d  g e t t in g  n o w here .  
B u t  th e  g o o d  on es  h a v e  a w a y  of b o u n c in g  back. T h e y  d o n ’t q u i t ,  an d  
th e y  d o n ’t run. T h e y  a re  th e m se lv e s  e x a m p le s  of to ta l  in v o lv em e n t .

•  G iv e  th e  u n in v o l v e d  C hris tian  a p lan.  S o m e  of th e m ,  if n o t  all, 
w o u ld  h e lp  if th e y  k n ew  w h e re  to b e g in  a n d  h ow  to g e t  s ta r ted .  A m b ig ­
u o u s  g e n e ra l i t ie s  w o n ’t h e lp ,  such  as a d m o n i t i o n s  to “ w o rk  h a rd  for th e  
L o r d .” A spec if ic  a s s ig n m e n t ,  su ch  as “ W ill you d o  this  w i th  us?” is 
b e t te r .

•  G iv e  th e  u n in v o l v e d  C hr is t ian  th e  p ro p e r  m o t iv a t io n .  I t  w as th e  
love of C h r is t  th a t  c o n s t ra in e d  th e  A pos t le  Paul,  a n d  it is love th a t  b r ing s  
p e o p le  off  th e  b e n c h e s  of in a c t iv i ty  a n d  in to  th e  th ick  of th e  s t ru g g le  
to day .  D riv in g ,  b ro w b e a t in g ,  p le a d in g ,  b r ib in g — e v e ry th in g  else falls 
sh o r t  of th e  m o t iv a t in g  p o w e r  of d iv in e  L O V E .

T h a n k  G o d  for  tho se  w h o  solve th e  p ro b le m s ;  d o n ’t s top  th e  flow 
of p a t i e n c e  for  th ose  w h o  c rea te  th e m ;  a n d  b y  G o d ’s h e lp  g e t  th e  u n ­
in v o lv ed  in to  th e  th ick  of it w h ile  th e r e  is still t ime.
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A pastor is excited because of a 
secret source of power in his 
preaching ministry

A Bible Reading-Preaching
Program

In  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  P a l l e y ’s B ib le  
P a n d b o o k  is th e  s t a te m e n t  on  p a g e  

69: “ T h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p a g e  in this  
boo k  is 6 6 2 .”  O n  p a g e  98 is th e  s t a te ­
m e n t :  “ T h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p a g e  in 
th is  boo k  is 6 6 2 .” O n  p a g e s  113, 129, 
a n d  ov e r  a n d  o v e r  ag a in  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  boo k  th is  s t a te m e n t  is r ep ea ted .  
W h a t  is so im p o r t a n t  on  th is  p a g e  th a t  
th e  e m i n e n t  Bible scholar,  Dr. H ailey ,  
feels sh o u ld  h a v e  p r e e m in e n c e  o v e r  th e  
o th e r  675  p a g e s  in his h a n d b o o k ?  
W h e n  I tu r n e d  to  it 1 read:

“ T h e  m os t  im p o r t a n t  th in g  in this 
bo ok  is th is  s im p le  su g g es t io n :  T h a t  
ea ch  ch u rc h  h a ve  a co n g re g a t io n a l  plan  
o f  B ib le  re a d in g  a n d  th a t  th e  p a s to r ’s 
se r m o n  be  f r o m  the  p ar t  o f  th e  B ib le  
read  the  p a s t  w eek .  T h u s  c o n n e c t in g  
th e  p a s to r ’s p r e a c h in g  w ith  th e  p e o ­
p le  s B ible  re a d in g  . . .

“ It w o u ld  be  b e s t  th a t  it be  a p la n  of 
c o n t in u o u s  r e a d in g ;  n o t  th e  h u n t in g  
u p  of s c a t te re d  o r  f r a g m e n ta ry  p a s ­
sages; b u t  real re a d in g :  a book , or 
g r o u p  of th e  sm a lle r  books for a  w eek ; 
no t  less th a n  th e  e q u iv a l e n t  of tw o  or 
th r e e  c h a p te r s  a day. R e a d in g  large, 
c o n n e c t e d  p o r t io n s  of S c r ip tu re  is m o re  
a p t  to g iv e  th e  real m e a n in g ,  h av e  a 
c u m u la t iv e  effec t ,  a n d  g ive  b a lan c e  
to  o u r  ideas  of its t ru th .

“ It sho u ld  b e  a sc h e d u le  th a t  w o u ld

By Mark E. Moore
Pastor, Piqua, Ohio

c o v e r  th e  Bible e v e ry  y e a r  o r  two. Then 
y ea r  a f te r  y ea r  r e p e a t  th e  s c h e d u le  with 
varia tions .

“ H a v e  th e  sc h e d u le  fo r  th e  year 
p r in te d .  D is t r ib u te  it a m o n g  th e  church 
peo p le .  F ro m  S u n d a y  to  S u n d a y  call 
a t t e n t i o n  to  it . . . K e e p  th is  up , till the 
p e o p le  c o m e  to  k n o w  th a t  th e i r  pastor 
is in e a rn e s t  a b o u t  it.

A Bible r e a d in g  p la n ?  A p r in te d  plan 
for  a y ea r?  C o m e  now , Dr. Hailey, 
su re ly  no t  for an  e v a n g e l ic a l  church! 
It m ig h t  w o rk  for  a s t ra ig h t ,  old-line 
c h u rc h ,  b u t  w e  w a n t  th e  le a d in g  of the 
Spirit .  W e  b e l i e v e  in f r e e d o m  a n d  li­
b e r ty  in o u r  serv ices  a n d  messages. 
Besides, how  c o u ld  I h av e  a Bible read­
in g - p re a c h in g  p lan  for a year,  w hen  I 
h av e  d i f f ic u l ty  k n o w in g  w h a t  I want 
fo r  nex t S u n d a y ?

T h e n  s o m e th in g  h a p p e n e d — over
10 years  a g o — a n d  m y  p re a c h in g  minis­
try  has b e e n  fo re v e r  ch a n g e d .

It all b e g a n  w h e n  I re a d  th e  p lan  by 
th e  N a t io n a l  A ssocia tion  o f  Evangeli­
cals to  c h a l l e n g e  th e  C h u r c h  to greater 
Bible r e a d in g  w ith  th is  s im p le  phrase: 
“ R ead  It T h r o u g h  in 6 2 .”

1 a c c e p te d  th e  c h a l l e n g e  an d  plan 
for th e  c h u rc h .  Bible r e a d in g  progress 
reco rd s  w e re  k e p t  a n d  B ible  reading 
m e n t io n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  year. W hen 
th e  y ea r  e n d e d ,  in o u r  c h u r c h — which 
h a d  a n  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  a b o u t  100— 1 
p r e s e n te d  Bible R e a d in g  Certificates 
to  ov e r  20  p e rso n s  w h o  h ad  “ Read It
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T h ro u g h  in  ’6 2 .”  S ev era l  re a d  th e  Bible 
:h rough  tw ice. O n e  m a n ,  th e  g re a te s t  
Bible r e a d e r  I h a v e  e v e r  m e t ,  r e a d  th e  
3 ld  T e s t a m e n t  th r o u g h  fo u r  t im e s  a n d  
he  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  t h r o u g h  12 times.

B ible  r e a d in g  c a m e  a live to  m e  an d  
:o o u r  c h u rch .  O u r  p e o p le  w e lc o m e d  a 
3 ib le - re ad in g  p lan .  F o r  o v e r  10 years  
low' I h a v e  s t a r te d  e a c h  y e a r  w i th  a 
d e f in i te  B ib le  re a d in g -p re a c h in g  p lan  
fo r  th e  year.

W h e n  1 a c c e p te d  th is  c h a l l e n g e — so 
new  to m e  a n d  m y  p e o p le — I w a n te d  to 
s tart w i th  s o m e th in g  t h a t  w o u ld  be 
easy  for  all of us to  follow'. I fee l  th e  
L ord  g a v e  m e  g u id a n c e .  I f o u n d  th a t  
the  A m e r ic a n  B ible  S oc ie ty  in th e i r  
P e n n y  G o sp e l  P ort ions  c o v e re d  the  
N ew  T e s t a m e n t  in 11 sm all  bookle ts .  1 
o rd e re d  e n o u g h  cop ies  of e a c h  bo ok le t  
to d i s t r i b u te  to  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  each  
m o n th ,  a n d  th e y  w e re  c h a l l e n g e d  to 
read  it th r o u g h  th a t  m o n th .  F r o m  the  
“ Book of th e  M o n t h  th e  p a s to r  
b r o u g h t  his S u n d a y  m o r n in g  m essage . 
T h u s  I b e g a n  th e  p ra c t ic e  of:

1. F o l lo w in g  th e  p la n  for  11 m o n th s  
of e a c h  year ,  l e av in g  D e c e m b e r  free 
for th e  u su a l  C h r is tm a s  th em es .

2. C a p i t a l i z in g  on  Bible S u n d a y  in 
D e c e m b e r  as th e  d a y  fo r  a w a rd in g  
specia lly  p r in te d  Bible R e a d in g  C e r t i ­
f ica tes  to  all w h o  h a d  fo l lo w ed  th e  p lan  
th a t  yei'r .

•3. A llo w ing  a g ra c e  p e r io d  of D e ­
c e m b e r  for a n y  w h o  h a d  n o t  fully  
c o m p le te d  th e  re a d in g  a s s ig n m en t .

4. U s in g  th e  p la n  o n ly  for  th e  S u n ­
d ay  m o r n in g  m essages ,  a l lo w in g  full 
f lexibi li ty  fo r  S u n d a y  n igh ts .

T h r o u g h  th e  years , th e  Bible r e a d ­
in g - p re a c h in g  p la n  has v a r ied  a n d  it 
has b e e n  th r i l l in g  to  see th e  le a d in g  of 
th e  Lord.

In 1964 th e  y e a r  w as  d iv id e d  no t 
on ly  in to  m o n th s ,  b u t  in to  q u a r te rs ,  
w i th  fo u r  m a in  th e m e s  for  th e  year: 
G re a t  P e rso n a l i t ie s  in th e  O ld  T e s ta ­
m e n t ,  G re a t  P ro p h e t s  of th e  O ld  T e s t a ­
m e n t ,  G r e a t  P o e t r y  o f  t h e  O ld  
T e s ta m e n t ,  a n d  G re a t  P assages  of th e

O ld  T e s ta m e n t .  T h is  w as a  ve ry  goo d  
y ea r  w i th  all m essages  f ro m  th e  books 
of M oses, books  of po e try ,  th e  p r o p h ­
ets, a n d  o th e r  se lec ted  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  
books.

In  1965 th e  th e m e  w as “ Lift C h r is t  
H ig h  in ’6 5 .” T h e  p e o p le  w e re  c h a l ­
le n g e d  to r ead  65 c h a p te r s  e a c h  m o n th ,  
w h ic h  c o v e re d  all th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  
ag a in ,  a n d  se lec ted  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  
books  no t  c o v e red  th e  p rev io u s  year. 
E a c h  m o n t h  fo l low ed  a th e m e :  C h r is t  
th e  A lp h a  a n d  O m e g a ,  C h r is t  th e  Lord, 
C h r is t  th e  H o ly  O n e ,  C h r is t  th e  E x a m ­
ple, C h r is t  th e  M irac le  W o rker ,  an d  
s im ila r  th em es .

S pace  do es  n o t  allow' m e  to  tell of th e  
p la n s  for e ac h  year, b u t  so m e  th e m e s  
in c lu d e d  w e re  “ T h e  L aw  O u r  S choo l­
m a s te r  to  Bring Us u n to  C h r i s t ” (Gal. 
■3:24), “ T h e  B le n d in g  of th e  O ld  T e s ta ­
m e n t  L aw  a n d  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  
G r a c e .” In  1969, “ T h e se  T im e s — G od 
Is A b le ” w as b a se d  on th e  p o w e r  th a t  
is ou rs  in Chris t .

O n e  of th e  r iches t  years  of p re a c h in g  
h a d  th e  s im p le s t  p lan .  E ach  m o n th  o ne  
of th e  G ospe ls  w as  th e  “ Book of the  
M o n th .  O f  course  th e  G ospe ls  w ere  
r e p e a t e d  d u r in g  th e  year,  a n d  o ne  
m o n t h  th e  Book of R ev e la t io n  was 
used. T h e  th e m e  of th e  yea r  w as “ Lord, 
S p eak  to M e .”  E a c h  m e ssa g e  w as based  
on w h a t  C h r is t  h a d  to say — a b o u t  dis- 
c ip lesh ip ,  a b o u t  s t e w ard sh ip ,  a b o u t  
sanc t if ica t ion ,  co nsec ra t io n ,  fam ily  
life, p ray e r .  H is  se con d  co m in g ,  an d  
o th e r  subjects .

T h r o u g h  this yea r  of 72, w e  are 
fo l low ing  th e  p la n  I call m y  P L O N . 
T h e  bas ic  fo rm a t  is this: P — 12 psalm s; 
I .— 1 N ew  T e s ta m e n t  le t te r  o r  tw o; O  
— O ld  T e s t a m e n t  p o r t io n ;  N — New 
T e s t a m e n t  p o r t ion .  T h is  r eq u i re s  r e a d ­
ing  ail a v e ra g e  of 99 c h a p te r s  a m o n th ;  
b u t  o u t  of an  a t t e n d a n c e  of a ro u n d  
150, o ve r  40  persons ,  in c lu d in g  jun iors ,  
teen s ,  a n d  adu lts ,  h av e  a c c e p te d  the  
c h a l l e n g e  to “ R ead  It T h r o u g h  in ’72 ."

I can  testify , a f te r  fo l low ing  a Bible

(Continued on page 45)
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The Delayed Angel

T x  t h e  t e n t h  c h a p t e r  of D an ie l  a 
s to ry  is to ld  th a t  is a lm o s t  in c r e d i ­

ble. In  fact , it w o u ld  n o t  he  a c c e p te d  
e x c ep t  for th e  fac t th a t  it has  th e  h a c k ­
ing  of th e  d iv ine .

T h is  is th e  a c c o u n t  of an  a n g e l  f rom  
h e a v e n  b e in g  in t e r c e p t e d  en  ro u te  to 
D an ie l  w i th  a m e ssa g e  f ro m  G od , a n d  
b e in g  he ld  for 21 day s  by  “ th e  p r in c e  
. . . of P e rs ia .” M o re  in c r e d ib le  is th e  
fac t  th a t  he  w as  no t  ab le  to  e sc a p e  th e  
c lu tc h es  of th is  “ p r in c e  a lo n e — h e lp  
h a d  to  c o m e  from  abo ve .  “ M ich ae l  
c a m e  to  he lp  [ h im ] . ’

T h e  s to ry  g ives us som e  very  p e n e ­
tr a t in g  ins igh ts  in to  w h a t  is g o in g  on 
in th e  “ h ig h  places.  T h e r e  is c o n s ta n t  
confl ic t  b e tw e e n  th e  “ p o w e rs  of d a r k ­
n ess ’ a n d  th e  “ an g e ls  of light.

W h e n  an  a n c ie n t  w r i te r  tells us th a t  
“ th e y  f o u g h t  f rom  h e a v e n ;  th e  stars 
in th e i r  courses  fo u g h t  a g a in s t  S ise ra” 
(Judg . 5:20), a n d  th e  R e v e la to r  in fo rm s 
us th a t  “ th e re  w as a w a r  in h eav en :  
M ic h a e l  a n d  his ang e ls  f o u g h t  ag a in s t  
th e  d r a g o n ;  a n d  th e  d ra g o n  fo u g h t  a n d  
his a n g e ls ’’ (Rev. 12:7), th e y  a re  b u t  
r e c i t ing  c h a p te r s  f ro m  th e  lon g  h is to ry  
of s t ru g g le  b e tw e e n  th e  fo rces of evil 
a n d  th e  k in g d o m  of G od. T h is  w a r  has

by
T. W. Willingham
Kansas City, Mo.

b e e n  in p ro g re ss  for ages  a n d  ages.
T h e  A postle  Paul tells  us of it in his 

l e t te r  to  th e  E p h e s ia n s  a n d  r e m in d s  us 
t h a t  “ w e w re s t le  n o t  a g a in s t  f lesh  and 
b lood ,  b u t  a g a in s t  p r inc ipa l i t ies ,  
ag a in s t  po w ers ,  a g a in s t  th e  ru le rs  of the 
d a rk n e s s  of th is  w orld ,  a g a in s t  spiritual 
w ick e d n ess  in h igh  p la c e s ’ ( E ph .  6:12).

T h e  in te n s i ty  of this  s t ru g g le  a n d  the 
f ie rcen ess  w i th  w h ic h  it is c a r r ie d  on 
a re  p la in ly  seen  in th e  a n g e l  s he lp less­
ness  b e fo re  th e  “ p r in c e  of d a rk n e s s . ’’

G o d ’s foe is no  w ea k lin g ,  a n d  angels 
w h o  w o rk  on th e  f ron t  lines  are  quick 
to  a d m i t  it.

E ven  “ M ic h a e l  the  a rc h a n g e l ,  when 
c o n te n d i n g  w i th  th e  dev i l  . . . d u r s t  not 
b r in g  ag a in s t  h im  a ra i l ing  accusation, 
b u t  said. T h e  Lord  re b u k e  th e e  (Jude 
9). W e a k  a n d  ig n o r a n t  C h r is t i a n s  may 
speak  l ig h t ly  of th e  d e v i l ’s p ow er ,  but 
n o t  angels ,  w h o  b e a r  th e i r  messages 
f ro m  G o d  to  m e n  th r o u g h  th e  hostile 
te r r i to ry .

H a v e  t im es  c h a n g e d ?  H a v e  wicked 
sp ir i ts  b e c o m e  less f i e r c e J H as  th e  war 
in th e  h e a v e n s  c ea sed  to  r ag e?  If not, 
t h e n  w h y  d o  w e  k n ow  so li tt le  about 
it? W h y  o u r  c o m p la c e n t  jo u rn e y ?

T h e  a n s w e r  is su g g e s te d  in th e  story 
in D anie l.  W h a t  o cc a s io n ed  th e  celes­
tial confl ic t?  W h o  s ta r te d  th is  strenu­
ou s  e n c o u n te r  in th e  hea v e n l ie s?  Let 
th e  r eco rd  speak.

D an ie l  w as t ry in g  to  p ie rc e  his way 
to  th e  th r o n e  of G o d  to o b ta in  informa­
t ion  on  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  w r i t te n  concern­
ing  his p eo p le .  It  s e e m e d  to  h im  that 
th e  h o u r  h a d  a r r iv e d  for  th e  fulfillment 
of J e r e m i a h ’s p ro p h ec y  c o n ce rn in g  his 
pe o p le .  H e  a p p e a l e d  to  th e  heavens
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for th e  answ er.
H e  w as  e a r n e s t— e v e n  d e s p e ra te .  His 

long fast re f lec ts  his d e e p  in te res t .  His 
p rayer  w as  h e a rd  a n d  th e  an g e l  d is ­
pa tch e d .  th e n  th e  d u e l  in th e  h eavens .  
The p a s s io n a te  p r a y e r  of th e  p r o p h e t  
sparked  th e  confl ic t ,  a n d  his p e rs is t ­
ence b r o u g h t  th e  th e  answ er .

Jesus  said, “ T h in k  n o t  th a t  I h av e  
com e to  sen d  p e a c e  on  th e  e a r th :  1 
cam e n o t  to  s en d  p eace ,  b u t  a sw ord  
(M att.  10:34). T h e  sw o rd  has b e e n  
placed  in  th e  h a n d  of th e  C h r is t ia n ,  
bu t no  b a t t l e  e n su e s  u n less  h e  uses  it. 
T he  ch i ld  of G o d  m u s t  b e  th e  a g g re s ­
sor in th is  w a rfa re .  T h e  s h e a t h e d  sw ord  
of th e  C h r is t i a n  e xp la in s  th e  q u ie tn e s s  
in th e  c a m p  of th e  e n e m y .  W h y  sh o u ld  
the e n e m y  a t t a c k  us? “ T h e  w h o le  
world l ie th  in th e  w ic k e d  o n e  (I Jo h n  
5:19, m a rg in ) .  H e  n e e d  n o t  l ig h t  unti l  
so m eo n e  w ag es  w a r  a g a in s t  his c i tade l  
and  seeks to  r e scu e  tho se  w h o m  h e  has 

ta k e n  c a p t iv e  a t  his will.
It w as  th e  p le a d in g ,  fa s t in g  p r o p h e t  

w ho  p ro v o k e d  th is  b a t t le  in th e  skies. 
Rest a s su red  t h a t  th e  dev i l  will f ig h t  
w h en  his k in g d o m  is a t t a c k e d  in fa i th  
an d  p ow er .  T h e  lull on  th e  b a t t le f ie ld  
is th e  c o m a  of d e a th  t h a t  is c re e p in g  
over  th e  c h i ld r e n  of God.

In C h r i s t ’s s to ry  of th e  w ise  a n d  
foolish v irg ins ,  e v e n  th e  w ise  h a d  g o n e  
to sleep . “ T h e  c a re  of th is  w orld ,  a n d  
th e  d e c e i t fu ln e s s  of r iches  a re  tak in g  
th e i r  toll of sp i r i tu a l  life, a n d  th e  cry, 
"A w a k e ,  th o u  th a t  s l e e p e s t ,” sh o u ld  be  
ca r r ie d  o n  a lo u d - s o u n d in g  record .

T h e  m e s s a g e  of D a n ie l ,  a l t h o u g h  
d is tu rb in g ,  e n d s  well. R ec ru i t s  w e re  
sen t a n d  th e  m e s sa g e  a r r iv e d — d e ­
layed , b u t  n o t  d a m a g i n g ly  so. In  this  
th e r e  is h o p e — th e  sa m e  h o p e  h e ld  o u t  
by  Jesus  in H is  tw o  s to r ies  o f  im p o r ­
tu n i ty — th e  i m p o r t u n a t e  w id o w  a n d  
th e  n e ig h b o r  seek in g  b re a d .

D o es  th is  m e s sa g e  sp e ak  to  us? D oes 
an y  m es sa g e  f ro m  th e  W o r d  sp eak  to 
us? H a v e  o u r  e a rs  b e c o m e  d u l l  of h e a r ­
ing?  D o  w e  n o t  b e l iev e  in im p o r tu n i ty ?  
H a s  th e  s in fu ln ess  of o u r  a g e  b e e n

a c c e p te d  as in e v i ta b le ?  D oes  th e  
d ro w n in g  m a n  n e e d  no  a id ?  H as  o u r  
re sp o n s ib i l i ty  to  le t o u r  l igh t  sh ine  in 
th is  d a rk  h o u r  b e e n  c a n c e l l e d 0 Jus t  
w h e r e  a re  w e  in th is  storv? W h a t  are  
w e  d o in g ?

D oes  n o t  th e  p e rs is te n t  fa i th  of D a n ­
iel in sp ire  us? D oes  no t  th e  a n g e l  s 
s t ru g g le  to  b re a k  th r o u g h  e n c o u ra g e  
us? H as  G o d  g ro w n  d is in te re s te d ,  o r  
h av e  w e g ro w n  n e g l ig e n t?  It is foolish 
to  a c c e p t  d e fe a t  as in ev i tab le  un ti l  th e  
th e  in s t ru m e n ts  of successfu l c o n q u e s t  
h a v e  b e e n  e m p lo y e d .

“ Arise, m y  soul, arise; sh ak e  off th y  
g u i l ty  fears  . . .”  T h is  has  b e e n  the  
th e m e  so ng  of successfu l w arr io rs  of the  
past ,  a n d  m a y  w ell  serve o u r  p u rp o s e  
today .

T h e  c u t t in g  e d g e  of th is  w a r  cry is 
“ th v  g u i l ty  fears. N o  c o n q u e s t  for 
r ig h te o u sn e s s  in o u r  d a y  will be  a t ­
t e m p te d  u n t i l  w e  sense  o u r  o w n  guilt:  
g u i l t  of fe a r  (for w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o m ­
m a n d e d  to  “ f e a r  n o t” ), g u i l t  of d is ­
o b e d ie n c e ,  g u i l t  of gross  n eg lec t ,  gu i l t  
of id leness ,  g u i l t  of m is sp e n t  ene rg ies ,  
g u i l t  of e m p t y  v au lts  in th e  skies, g u i l t  
of  p ray e r le ssness ,  g u i l t  of ease  a n d  
p le a su re ,  g u i l t  of m isp la c e d  love—  
g u il t ,  gu il t ,  a n d  m o re  guil t!  M a y  th e  
g o o d  L o rd  h a v e  m e rc y  a n d  a rou se  us, 
lest w e  s leep  th e  s leep  of dea th !

D a re  w e  r e m a in  “ a t  ease  in Z io n ” 
w h i le  w re s t l in g  an g e ls  b a t t l e  o u r  foes 
to  g e t  to us? Shall w e  s leep  on  w h ile  the  
e v e r  s leep less  Sav io u r  m ak es  c o n s ta n t  
in te rcess io n  for us? Shall w e tak e  o u r  
p r a y e r  h o u rs  c asua l ly  w h ile  th e  b lessed  
H o ly  S p ir i t  m a k e s  in te rce s s io n  for  us 
“ w i th  g ro a n in g s  w h ic h  c a n n o t  be  
u t t e r e d ” ?

D a re  to  b e  a  D anie l!  D a re  to  tu rn  
y o u r  face  to w a rd  th e  h e a v e n s  in  e a rn e s t  
a n d  cost ly  p le a d in g  u n t i l  y o u r  e n r a p ­
tu r e d  soul h ea rs  th e  w a r r in g  m e s s e n ­
g e r  say, “ T h y  w o rd s  w e re  h e a rd ,  a n d  I 
a m  co m e  for  th y  w o rd s .” T h is  m essag e  
will  g ive  m e a n i n g  to  th e  w o rd s  of Jesus, 
“ Ask, a n d  ye shall rece ive ,  t h a t  y o u r  
jo y  m a y  b e  fu l l”  ( Joh n  16:24).
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The cost of revival is measured by 
more than the money required

REVIVAL PREACHING

P a s t o r ,  h o w  m u c h  d o e s  i t  c o s t  y o u r  

c h u r c h  t o  h a v e  a  o n e - w e e k  r e v i ­

v a l ? ”

“ W e  u su a l ly  p r e p a r e  a b u d g e t  of 
$1 ,300  for  a w e e k  w i th  a p r e a c h e r  a n d  
s in g e r . ’’

T h is  is p a r t  of a c o n v e rs a t io n  he ld  
r e c e n t ly  w i th  a p a s to r  w i th  w h o m  I was 
w o rk in g .  F ra n k ly ,  th is  is e n o u g h  to 
force  a se r io u s -m in d e d  e v a n g e l i s t  to 
p ra y  th a t  he  will a lw ays  g iv e  his bes t  
to  G o d  a n d  th e  c h u rc h  w ith  w h o m  he  is 
w ork ing .  S o m e  c h u rc h e s  raise m o re  
m o n e y  a n d  so m e  raise less th a n  th e  
ab o v e  il lus tra t ion . In  all ch u rc h es ,  
m u c h  of th e  m o n e y  is g iv e n  a t  a g re a t  
sacrifice.

T h e  m o n e y ,  h o w ev er ,  is n o t  th e  m a ­
jo r  factor. T h e  sp ir i tua l  n e e d  is th e  
m a jo r  con ce rn .  “ B ro th e r  C h a m b e r s ,  
will you  m a k e  a c o v e n a n t  of p ra y e r  
w i th  m e?  W e  h a v e  th e  son of a m in is te r  
in o u r  ch u rch .  H is  h o m e  is b ro k e n ,  a n d  
h e  is an  alcoholic .  P lease  h e lp  us p ra y

By Leon Chambers
Evangelist, Gadsden, Ala.

fo r  h im .”  M u l t ip ly  th is  b y  tho u san d s  
of s im ila r  n eed s ,  a n d  o n e  b e g in s  to 
fee l th e  b u r d e n  o f  th e  c h u rc h .  N o  ser­
vice  o f  th e  rev iva l is u n im p o r t a n t .  The 
e v a n g e l i s t  m u s t  w o rk  a n d  p ra y  to  be 
at his b e s t  in e v e ry  service.

A m o n g  h u m a n  efforts ,  p r e a c h in g  is 
th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  fa c to r  in w inn ing  
souls.  T h e  s o u l -w in n in g  s e r m o n  must 
b e  b a s e d  so lid ly  u p o n  th e  Bible and 
C h r is t i a n  d o c tr in e .  C h r is t i a n  doctr ine  
is th e  co l lec t iv e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  Scrip­
tu re s  on  a s t a te d  su b jec t .  W i th  a  bibli­
cal f o u n d a t io n  th e  se rm o n  sho u ld  be 
p r e a c h e d  w ith  a u th o r i ty .  T h e  listeners 
m u s t  feel th e  in te n se  c o n v ic t io n  of the 
ev an g e l is t .  L og ic  m a y  c o m m u n ic a te  
to  th e  in te l lec t ,  b u t  o n ly  fee l ing  will 
m o t iv a te  to  ac tion .  P e o p le  live in a 
w o r ld  c i r c u m s c r ib e d  a n d  co lored  by 
th e  w ay  th e y  feel a b o u t  th ings.

T h e  s e rm o n  sh o u ld  m a k e  the  un­
saved  feel t h a t  th e y  sit b e fo re  th e  high 
a n d  holy  G od. T h r o u g h  th e  Holy 
S p ir i t ’s use  of th e  se rm o n ,  h e a r t s  should 
be  t r o u b le d  a n d  co nsc ie n c es  activated. 
S u ch  h e a r t - s e a r c h in g  p re a c h in g  can 
c o m e  o n ly  f ro m  a p r e a c h e r  w ith  a 
y e a rn in g  soul. T h e  e v a n g e l i s t  m us t  be 
a b le  to  say w i th  Paul,  “ F o r  I cou ld  wish 
th a t  m yse lf  w e re  a c c u rs e d  from  Christ 
fo r  m y  b r e th r e n ,  m y  k in s m e n  accord­
ing  to  th e  f le sh ” (R o m . 9:3). T h is  is the 
p o r t r a i t  of a b r o k e n h e a r t e d  evangelist.
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It is t r u e  th a t  th e  e v a n g e l i s t  is no t 
solely re s p o n s ib le  for th e  revival. But 
it is also t r u e  th a t  h e  will  h a v e  m o re  to 
do w i th  th e  success  o r  fa i lu re  of the  
revival th a n  a n y  o n e  pe rso n .  T h e  
ch u rch  will b e  b e t t e r  o r  p o o re r  b ecau se  
he p a sse d  th a t  way.

T h e  e v a n g e l i s t ic  s e rm o n  sh o u ld  be  
p r im ar i ly  a im e d  for  p e rsu as io n .  T h is  is 
h a rv es t t im e .  S u c h  p r e a c h in g  ca n  bes t  
be d o n e  th r o u g h  th e  use  of o ld  a n d  
tr ied  d o c t r in a l  se rm ons.  T h e  h is to ry  
of revivals  g ives  a n  a b u n d a n c e  of 
ev id e n c e  th a t  d o c t r in a l  p r e a c h in g  will 
b r in g  p e o p le  fa ce - to - face  w i th  th e i r  
sins a n d  th e i r  h o p e  of fo rg iv en ess  a n d  
sa lvation . T h e  law  is p ro c la im e d ,  b u t  
w ith  a b ro k e n  heart .

W h e n  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  m o v es  u p o n  
th e  ev a n g e l is t ,  th e  se l f - r ig h te o u s  will 
sh e d  his se l f - im p o se d  b l in d n e s s ;  th e  
backs l ide r ,  a c k n o w le d g e  his fall;  th e  
s le ep in g  s in n e r  will b e  a w a k e n e d ;  an d  
th e  C h r is t i a n  will g ro w  in g race .

T h e  s e r m o n  sh o u ld  be  to  th e  p o in t  
a n d  sh o u ld  b e  b r ie f  e n o u g h  to  allow  
t im e  for th e  inv i ta t io n .  T h e  i l lu s tra ­
t ions  sh o u ld  b e  c lea r,  v iv id , a n d  re le ­
v a n t  to  th e  su b jec t .  T h e r e  is no room  
for h o b b ie s  o r  fo r  c o m p l im e n t  seeking. 
T h e  s e r m o n  is th e  c ru c ia l  t im e  w h e n  
th e  c o n g re g a t io n  faces G od.

T h e  e v a n g e l i s t  will soo n  f ind  th a t  
ev a n g e l i s t ic  p r e a c h in g  is m o re  th a n  a 
gift. A ny  ta l e n t  t h a t  G o d  has  g iven  
m u s t  be  c u l t iv a te d ,  so t h a t  o n e  will 
g ive  his b es t  to  G od. T h is  d e m a n d s  
m e n ta l  d e d ic a t io n .  A g o o d  spirit ,  n ice  
p e rso n a l i ty ,  o r  g if ts  a re  n o  su b s t i tu te  
fo r  h a rd  work. T h is  is t ru e  for  th e  ex ­
p e r i e n c e d  p r e a c h e r  as well as th e  in ­
e x p e r ie n c e d .

E v a n g e l i s t ic  p r e a c h in g  a lso  d e m a n d s  
sp i r i tu a l  a g o n iz in g .  It  is t r a g ic  fo r  o n e  
to  p r e a c h  on  th e  Cross ,  j u d g m e n t ,  hell , 
o r  a n y  C h r is t i a n  d o c t r in e  w i th o u t  a 
soul th a t  has b o rn e  a b u r d e n  of in t e r ­
cessory  p raye r .  P rayer ,  b u rd e n s ,  a n d  
sorrow  w e re  a p a r t  of th e  m in is t ry  of 
o u r  L o rd ,  a n d  w e  sh o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  o u r

(Continued on page 46)

Practical 
Points

that make 
a difference

A Little Different—
A Marvelous Result!

D ear  Son:
Sunday night was a g reat service! I have 

never seen one just like it. W hen  there  was 
no response to the altar call, the pastor 
d im m ed the lights and then invited the 
choir and  congregation to the a ltar  to meet 
God before going out into the world.

As one left the a ltar  ano ther  would take 
his place, and the people moved to the 
front seats waiting  for their  turn. The m in­
isterial staff sat in the congregation  aw ait­
ing their time to pray even as their people 
did.

D o you know w ha t  happened! A son 
said, “ T hat is the first time I have ever 
seen my 73-year-old father at an altar .” 
And he was in m idweek service the fol­
lowing week. A young m arried  couple 
held hands tightly as they knelt and com­
mitted their  lives to the Lord. A teen-ager 
said, “ Say, tha t was neat; tha t helped 
m e!”

You see, occasionally we all like to m eet 
our Lord at an altar w ithout the stigma of 
a broken relationship w ith  God which the 
a ltar should no t— but many  times seems to 
— imply.

As the lights slowly becam e brighter 
and the organ p layed “ Sweeter than All,” 
I felt a new touch from G od and a close­
ness w ith  o ther m em bers  as though we 
w ere  at last achieving hoinonia  (com m un­
ity). It was a g reat day!

Love
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By J. Kenneth Grider
Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary

Lessons in Leadership— 
From a Tow-truck

How long should an ecclesiastica l tow chain be?

W h a m !  C o u ld  I co n tro l  it? W o u ld  
m y  c a r  b rea k  loose f ro m  th e  o th e r  ear?  
W o u ld  I h it  th e  o th e r  car?  M y  ca r  was 
b e in g  to w ed  60  m iles  o n  a r a in y  n igh t ,  
a n d  a t  t im es  it w as  y a n k e d  u n ti l  it was 
a lm o s t  o u t  of con tro l .

B e ing  a  t r a in e r  o f  pastors ,  a n d  a 
w r i te r ,  a n d  h o p in g  to  m a k e  a t  least 
s o m e th in g  c o u n t  for C h r i s t  a t  a t im e  
w h e n  t ro u b le  h a d  in t ru d e d ,  I m u s e d  on 
w h a t  p a s to ra l  le a d e rsh ip  sh ou ld  b e  like.

F o r  o n e  th in g ,  I th o u g h t ,  th e  p a s to r  
sh o u ld  n o t  lead  at too  close a p ro x im ity  
to  his peop le .  T h e  m a n  h ired  to  tow  m e  
th a t  n ig h t  h a d  tied  th e  ch a in  so th a t  
a d is ta n c e  of o n ly  a b o u t  th r e e  fee t  
s e p a r a te d  his c a r  f ro m  m ine .  T o  avoid  
h i t t in g  his ca r  I d ro v e  th e  e n t i r e  d is ­
t a n c e  w i th  m y  foo t to u c h in g  th e  b rak e  
a n d  w i th  m y  eyes  on  th e  lead  c a r  s tail- 
l igh t.  I w as  c i r c u m sc r ib e d ,  h e m m e d  
in, a lw ays  u nea sy ,  n e v e r  free.

T h a t ’s h ow  it is w i th  th e  lay p e o p le  
if th e  p a s to r  lead s  at too  close p ro x im ity  
to  th e m .  C e r ta in ly  h e  sh o u ld  lead  th e m  
as a p e rso n  m ig h t  lead  a m o to r c a d e —  
o u t  a h e a d  of th e m  w h ile  th e y  fo llow 
u n d e r  th e i r  o w n  sp ir i tu a l  d y n a m is m  
a n d  m a k e  th e i r  ow n  S p ir i t -g u id e d  
dec is ions  a b o u t  how  to a d v a n c e ,  w i th in  
ce r ta in  p re s c r ib e d  limits .

If th e  p a s to r  checks  u p  on  th e  p e o ­
p le  to  th e  p o in t  of b e in g  nosey , th e y  
m ig h t  fee l  leg is la ted  in th e i r  sp i r i tua l  
life. It will u sua l ly  be  e n o u g h  to  say 
to  s o m e o n e  w h o  has m issed  a service, 
“ I m issed  y o u ,” in s tead  of, “ W h e r e  
w e re  y o u ? ” It will u sua l ly  b e  e n o u g h  
to  say, “ Jo h n ,  I ’m  su re  you  will d o  w h a t  
y ou  feel th e  L o rd  w o u ld  h a v e  you  do

in th e  b u i ld in g  f u n d  c a m p a ig n ,  in­
s te ad  of a sk in g  h im  p r iv a te ly  the 
a m o u n t  h e  in te n d s  to  give.

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  e v e n  as th e  man 
to w in g  m y  ca r  sh o u ld  n o t  h a v e  pulled  
it a t  th e  e n d  of a  40 -fo o t  ch a in ,  so the 
p a s to r  sh o u ld  no t  lead  a t  too  g re a t  a 
d is ta n c e  from  th e  peo p le .  I c o u ld  have 
g o t t e n  m y  f ro n t  w h e e ls  ta n g le d  u p  in a 
long, loose cha in .  T h e  p e o p le  of God 
can  b e c o m e  g re a t ly  e n t a n g l e d  with 
th a t  w h ic h  im p e d e s  th e i r  p ro g re ss  if 
th e  p a s to r  se e m s  to  b e  so fa r  a h e a d  of 
t h e m  sp i r i tu a l ly  t h a t  h e  isn’t really 
h u m a n  a n d  w o u ld  likely n o t  b e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  of th e i r  h u m d r u m  problems. 
L ikew ise  if h e  a p p e a r s  to  t h e m  to be 
as th eo lo g ic a l ly  a le r t  as an  H. O rton 
W iley ,  th e y  m i g h t  re f ra in  f ro m  asking 
his h e lp  o n  a c o m m o n  C h r is t i a n  be­
lief, lest he  th in k  th e m  q u i t e  illiterate 
d o c tr in a l  ly.

S o m e th in g  else I t h o u g h t  of is that 
e v e n  as t h a t  to w  ca r  rea l ly  d id  lead  me, 
so th e  p a s to r  rea l ly  d o es  lead  th e  peo­
p le  of G od.  As th e  tow  c a r  c ou ld  have 
led m e  in to  th e  w ro n g  lane  on  th e  high­
w ay , so a p a s to r  m ig h t  well lead  his 
p e o p le  d o w n  th e  w ro n g  la n e — since 
th e y  h av e  such  c o n f id e n c e  in h im . How 
im p o r t a n t  it is fo r  h im  to le ad  th e  way 
p ro p e r ly  on s u c h  m a t te r s  as be liefs  and 
p rac t ices !  H e  is th e  m os t  t r u s te d  hu­
m a n  l e a d e r  of all, for m a n y  of his peo­
p le — if n o t  m o s t  of th e m .  Jesu s  knew 
th a t  “ if o n e  b l in d  m a n  g u id e s  another 
t h e y  will b o th  fall in to  th e  d i tch” 
(M a tt .  15:14, N EB ).

T h e s e  a re  so m e  of th e  th o u g h t s  that 
w e n t  th r o u g h  m y  m in d  a t  a  t im e  when 
a  sm all  t r o u b le  h a d  in t ru d e d .
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On e  o k  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  w a s  o v e r ­
h e a r d  r e s p o n d in g  to  a d is tr ic t  

su p e r in te n d e n t ,  “ I d o n ’t m i n d  p r e a c h ­
ing to  th e  p e o p le ;  1 ju s t  h a te  to  h a v e  to  
fool w i th  t h e m . ” S u c h  u n d is g u ise d  
honesty  f ro m  th e  h e a r t  of a  g o o d  m a n  
is rare. B u t  w h a t  p a s to r  has n o t  h a d  the  
sam e sec re t  f r u s t r a t io n ?  T h is  m a n  h ad  
pas to red  so m e  sm all ,  d i f f icu l t  c o n g r e ­
ga t ion s  t h a t  no  o n e  e lse  w o u ld  take. F o r  
m a n y  y ears  h e  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  h im se lf  
and  his f a m i ly  b y  w o rk in g  on  th e  side. 
N ow  he  w as  o n e  of th e  o ld e r  pas to rs  
on th e  d is tr ic t  a n d  h o n e s t ly  express ing  
his fee l ings. N o  o n e  e v e r  q u e s t io n e d  
his sp i r i tu a l  in teg r i ty .  M a n y  cou ld  
iden t ify  w i th  his o b jec t io n .

I h a v e  n e v e r  m e t  a N a z a r e n e  p r e a c h ­
er w h o  d is l iked  p u lp i t  p re a c h in g .  I 
h av e  read  of so m e  in o th e r  d e n o m i n a ­
t ions  w h o  d i d n ’t e v e n  e n jo y  p re a c h in g ,  
b u t  for m o s t  m in is te rs ,  p r e a c h in g  is a 
p le a s a n t  p a r t  of th e  work. E v e n  less 
g if ted  m e n  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  seasons 
of a n o in t in g  b y  G o d  as th e y  p r e a c h e d  
th e  gospel .  W h i l e  p r e a c h in g  is th e  m os t  
im p o r t a n t  fa ce t  of th e  m in is t ry ,  it is 
n e i th e r  th e  m o s t  tax ing  n o r  th e  m o s t  
t im e - c o n s u m in g .  T h e  c o m p le x  socie ty  
in w h ic h  th e  c h u r c h  m u s t  m in is te r  has 
th r u s t  its co m p le x i t ie s  u p o n  th e  sh o u l ­
d e rs  of th e  pastor.

S uccess  o r  fa i lu re  is d e t e r m i n e d  in a 
m a n ’s m in is t ry  to  a la rge  e x te n t  by  his 
r e l a t io n s h ip  to  peo p le .  E v e n  th e  m a n  
w h o  is m a k in g  th e  c h u r c h  “ b o o m  
s o m e t im e s  g e ts  a h e a v y  v o te  ag a in s t  
h im  b e c a u s e  of th e  w a y  h e  d o e s  th e  
j o b .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  “ p u l p i t e e r ” t h e  
c h u rc h  has e v e r  h a d  m a y  n o t  b e  
t h e  m a n  lo n g e s t  a n d  m o s t  fo n d ly  r e ­
m e m b e r e d .  B u t  th e  m a n  w h o  loved  his 
p e o p le  will n e v e r  b e  fo rg o t te n .  H o w ­
e v e r  d if f icu l t  so m e  p e o p le  are ,  real 
love  will b e  r e c ip ro ca te d .

P ro b le m  p e o p le  are u su a l ly  p e o p le  
w ith  p ro b le m s .  T h e  m a n  on  th e  b o a rd  
th a t  g ives  th e  m o s t  t r o u b le  is on ly  
r e f le c t in g  his soul. P eop le  h av e  a w ay  
of m a k in g  th e  c h u rc h ,  th e  pas to r ,  a n d  
e v e n  G o d  th e i r  scap ego a t .  T h e  m a n

Successor failure is 
determined in a man’s m inistry 

to a large extent by his 
relationahip to people

Problem
People

By Robert E. Maner
Pastor, First Church, Garland, Tex.

t h w a r t e d  a t  w o rk  o r  h o m e  o r  in socie ty  
f inds  he  can  th ro w  his w e ig h t  a r o u n d  
a t  c h u rc h  a n d  g e t  aw a y  w ith  it. T h e  
so lu t ion  lies, n o t  in a d d in g  a n o th e r  
a re a  of d e fe a t ,  b u t  in loca t in g  his basic  
p ro b le m  a n d  h e lp in g  h im  w ith  a so lu­
tion.

P ro b le m  p e o p le  n e e d  n o t  b e c o m e  
o u r  p r o b le m .  O b je c t iv i ty  m a y  so u n d  
im p o ss ib le  w h e n  love is th e  e s tab l i sh ed  
c r i te r io n  for success, b u t  th e  d o c to r  
n e e d  n o t  c a tc h  th e  d isease  to  c u re  th e  
p a t ien t .

L in in g  u p  tw o  o p p o s in g  s ides like 
a rm ie s  in b a t t le  can  resu lt  in a war. 
W h i le  sp ine le ss  a c q u ie sc in g  in e v e ry  
con f l ic t  is no so lu tion ,  th e  p a s to r  n e ed  
no t  c h a m p io n  th e  cause  of e i t h e r  side. 
W h e n  p r in c ip le s  a re  no t a t  stake, it is 
far  b e t t e r  to  k e e p  th e  love a n d  re spec t 
of all th a n  to  h av e  y o u r  s ide  w in  the  
d is a g re e m e n t .  V ic tory  so m e t im e s  costs 
m o r e  a n d  n e ts  less th a n  de fe a t .  In 
e i t h e r  case, th e  peo p le ,  no t a b u i ld in g  
n o r  a b u s  n o r  a co a t  o f  p a in t ,  a re  th e  
m o s t  im p o r t a n t  i tem  in q u es t ion .

P ro b le m  p e o p le  n e e d  n o t  m a k e  a 
p r o b le m  pastor.  A p a s to r  c an  be a p ro b ­
lem  to th e  local c h u rc h ,  to  th e  d is tr ic t ,  
to h im se lf ,  a n d  to  G od. T h e  L o rd  has 
ca l led  Mis m e n  to  d o  a job . T h e  w ork
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w as h e re  b e fo re  w e  c a m e  a n d  will be  
h e re  long  a f te r  w e  a re  gone .  T h e  p r o b ­
lem s  will b e  h e re  too  ( th a t  is, un less  
w e  are  th e  p ro b le m s) .  T o  allow th e  
d if f icu l t ies  of a n y  g iv e n  s i tu a t io n  to 
m a k e  us b i t te r  a n d  cri tica l is far  m ore  
t r a g ic  th a n  th e  s i tu a t io n  itself. If w e 
a llow  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  to 
w reck  o u r  h e a l th  o r  o u r  m a r r ia g e ,  w e 
h a v e  no t  o n ly  d o n e  n o th in g  to  b e t t e r  
th e  c h u rc h ;  w e h av e  a d d e d  im m e a s u r ­
a b ly  to th e  to ta l  p ro b lem . W h ile  it is 
im p oss ib le  to  d iv o rce  ou rse lves  e m o ­

t io na l ly  f ro m  a c h u r c h - r e la t e d  p ro b lem , 
it is nece ssa ry  to  k e e p  its e m o t io n a l  
im p a c t  f rom  b l ig h t in g  e v e ry  o th e r  re­
la t io n s h ip  in life.

P ro b le m s  will b e  w i th  us as lo ng  as 
w e  a re  th is  s ide  of th e  g a te s  of heaven . 
B u t  th e y  a re  G o d ’s p ro b le m s  too. Every 
p a s to r  m u s t  le a rn  to  lay his b u rd e n  
d o w n  a t  n ig h t ,  tu r n  off  his "worrier, 
c o m m i t  it all to  G od , a n d  g o  to  sleep. 
T h e  p r o b l e m s  w e  c a n n o t  s o l v e  by 
p ra y e r  a n d  love  a n d  w isd o m  can  be 
e n d u r e d  by  grace .

The “ up-and-outer” needs Christ 
as much as the “ down-and-outer”

Reaching the Rich with the Gospel

By Roy Wells*

F o r  s o m e  t i m e  this  has  b o rn e  on  m y  
m ind .  I h a v e  h o p e d  th a t  p e rh a p s  

so m e o n e  w i th  a m o re  ab le  p e n  w o u ld  
w r i te  an  a r t ic le  a b o u t  th is  sub jec t ,  for 
I fee l I d o  n o t  s t a n d  a lo n e  in  m y  c o n ­
c e rn  a b o u t  th e se  peop le .  T h e r e  are 
th r e e  reasons  w h y  I b e l iev e  w e  sh ou ld  
in c lu d e  th e  w e a l th y  in o u r  m in is try .

First,  th e y  are h u n g ry .  T h e  e x p e r ­
ien ce  I h a v e  h a d  w i th  th e se  p e o p le  
reveals  th e y  a re  h u n g ry .  I h a d  b e e n  
p ra y in g  for  a con trac to r ,  f ro m  w h o m  
w e  b o u g h t  th e  lots on  w h ic h  to  bu i ld  
o u r  n e w  ch u rch .  I h a d  m a d e  it a  p o in t  
to  visit h im  a n d  h ad  g iv e n  h im  a specia l  
in v i ta t io n  to  visit w i th  us th e  firs t S u n ­
d a y  in o u r  n ew  bu i ld in g .  T o  m y  sur-

“Pastor, Maryland Ave. Church, Dayton, Ohio.
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pr ise  h e  said, “ M y  w ife  a n d  I have 
b e e n  ta lk in g  a b o u t  it a n d  w e  h ad  al­
r e a d y  d e c id e d  to  a t t e n d  c h u rc h  som e­
w h e re  th is  S u n d a y ,  b u t  w e  d id n  t know 
o u r  visit w o u ld  b e  to  y o u r  c h u rc h .” 
T h e y  c am e ,  a n d  th e y  c a m e  w ith  h u n ­
g ry  h ear ts .  At th e  close of th e  service 
w h e n  th e  in v i ta t io n  w as  g iven ,  they 
b o th  c a m e  fo rw a rd  for  p r a y e r  a n d  were 
b o th  sav ed  in th e  first service. I have 
k no w  m a n y  p o o r  peo p le ,  o r  middle- 
class, w h o  w e re  h a r d e r  to  r ea ch  than 
these.

I w as sh o c k ed  o n e  d a y  to  learn  that 
m y  d o c to r ,  w h o  w as in his th ir t ies ,  had 
d ie d  d u r i n g  th e  n ig h t  f ro m  an  overdose 
of s l e ep in g  pills, a n d  left a  w ife  and 
fo u r  y o u n g  ch i ld ren .  1 said  to  myself, 
S u re ly  th e r e  w a s  a h u n g e r  t h a t  h ad  not 
b e e n  m et .

The Preacher’s Magazine



It is t r u e  t h a t  th e  c o n g re g a t io n s  of 
the a v e ra g e  C h u r c h  of th e  N a z a re n e  
are m a d e  u p  of th e  m id d le -c la ss  a n d  
the poor.  V ery  few  ex p e n s iv e  l im o us ines  
are f o u n d  a t  o u r  p a rk in g  lots on  S u n d a y  
m orn ing .  Yet th e r e  is n o t  a N a z a re n e  
p r e a c h e r  w h o  w o u ld n ’t feel h o n o re d  to 
see a few  d r iv e  u p  on  S u n d a y  m o rn in g .

Yet, I ask you, a re  n o t  th e  w e a l th y  
n e g le c ted  in o u r  c h u rc h e s ?  H a v e  w e 
not left t h e m  for th e  m o re  fo rm a l 
ch u rch es?  T h e r e  is a g o sp e l  a n d  th e re  
is a  sp irit  in th e  C h u r c h  of th e  N a z a ­
rene. O u r  m in is te r s  a re  g o o d  p reac h e rs ,  
an d  o u r  m e s sa g e  of h o l in ess  is th e  a n ­
swer. W h y  n o t  in c lu d e  all m e n  in o u r  
m ission to  save  th e  w o r ld ?

S e con d ,  t h e y  can  b e  rea ched .  As 1 
c h e c k e d  th r o u g h  th e  "no c h u r c h  p re f ­
e r e n c e ” in o u r  local hosp i ta l ,  I c a m e  
across a n a m e  a n d  a sked  th e  r e c e p t io n ­
ist a b o u t  th is  m a n .  S h e  looked  ra th e r  
su rp r is e d  a n d  to ld  m e  h e  w as  very  
w ea l th y ,  a n d  th e  b ig g e s t  g a m b l e r  in 
tow n. B u t  I to ld  h e r  h e  n e e d e d  G od  
jus t  like e v e ry o n e  else, a n d  w i th in  a 
few m in u te s  I w as  g e t t in g  a c q u a i n te d  
w i th  h im . T h e  d a i ly  visits t h a t  fo l low ed  
p ro v e d  th a t  th e  r e c e p t io n is t  w as right.  
A b o u t  th e  o n ly  th in g  th is  m a n  co u ld  
say w as  t h a t  h e  d id  b e l iev e  th e r e  w as a 
G od  so m e w h e re .  Yet h e  w as h u n g r y  
to  k n o w  m o re  a b o u t  H im . T h e  a t t i t u d e  
th a t  th e  r e c e p t io n i s t  h a d  to w a rd  h im  
se e m e d  to  b e  ty p ica l  o f  m o s t  of us. It 
is th e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  g o n e  too 
far  o r  a re  to o  w ic k e d  to  b e  in te re s te d  
in a n y th in g  b u t  sin. But th is  id ea  m u s t  
be  e ra s e d  f ro m  o u r  m in d s  if w e are  
e v e r  to  h e lp  th e m .  W e  m u s t  h a v e  th e  
a t t i t u d e  th a t  all m e n  a re  h u n g r y  for 
G o d  a n d  can  b e  reach ed .

O n e  of th e  l e a d in g  p a s to rs  of m y  
to w n  c o n f r o n te d  m e  o n e  d a y  c o n c e r n ­
in g  a m e m b e r  of his  o w n  c h u rc h  a n d  
said, “ If y ou  c a n  h e lp  h im  I w o u ld  
a p p re c i a te  it. I a d m i t  m y  c h u r c h  c a n  t 
d o  a n y th in g  fo r  h im ,  b u t  I fee l  you 
c a n .”  W h a t  h e  w a s  rea l ly  say in g  w as 
t h a t  his c h u r c h ’s p r o g r a m  of r e fo r m a ­
t ion  c o u ld n ’t d o  a n y th i n g  fo r  th e  m an ,

b u t  o u r  m e ssag e  of t ran s fo rm a t io n  
cou ld .  T h e  C h u r c h  a t  P en teco s t  took 
p e o p le  as th e y  c a m e —-s id e s tep p in g  no 
one. T h is  is still th e  a t t i t u d e  w e m u s t  
have . W e  p re a c h  th a t  th e  th in g s  of th e  
w o r ld  will n o t  satisfy. Yet w h e n  we 
see th e m  w ith  so m u c h  of th is  w o r ld ’s 
go od ,  o u r  a t t i t u d e  is th a t  th ey  have  
n e e d  of n o th in g .  W e  rea l ly  o u g h t  to 
c h a n g e  o u r  m essag e  o r  p u t  it in to  p ra c ­
tice. T h is  d o es  no t  m e a n  th a t  we 
n e g le c t  o th e rs  in o rd e r  to  reach  those  
w h o  m ig h t  p a d  o u r  c h u rc h  t r easu ry ;  
b u t  on  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  o u g h t  th e y  no t  
to  h av e  an  e q u a l  c h a n c e  to  h e a r  the  
g o sp e l?

T h ird ,  th e y  ha ve  soids.
It is to ld  th a t  w h e n  P e te r  C a r tw r ig h t  

w as  p r e a c h in g  o n e  n ig h t ,  th e  p a s to r  
n u d g e d  h im  a n d  said, ‘K in d ly  tak e  it 
e a sy  to n ig h t ,  fo r  A b ra h a m  L in co ln  has 
ju s t  w a lk e d  in .”  L inco ln  w as th e n  a 
s e n a t o r .  M r.  C a r t w r i g h t  m u m b l e d  
s o m e th in g  of assen t,  b u t  b e fo re  the  
m e ssag e  w as o v e r  h e  said, “ I a m  told 
th a t  A b ra h a m  L in co ln  is in th e  a u d i ­
e n ce ,  b u t  b e  it k n o w n  th a t  un less  he  
r e p e n t s  like e v e ry o n e  else h e  will go  
to  he ll ju s t  like e v e ry  o th e r  s in n e r .”

C a r tw r i g h t  saw  L inco ln ,  b u t  h e  also 
saw his soul. At th e  e n d  of th e  service 
M r. L in co ln  c a m e  a r o u n d  a n d  took  h im  
b y  th e  h a n d  a n d  g a v e  h im  a w a rm  
h a n d s h a k e ,  ex p ress ing  a p p re c ia t io n  for 
his sincerity .  Yes, e v e ry  m a n  is e n ­
d o w e d  by  his C re a to r  w i th  a soul. T h e  
rich  h av e  th e i r  h e a r ta c h e s ,  b u rd e n s ,  
d i s a p p o in tm e n t s .  S a tan  is n o  re sp e c te r  
of persons.

I h av e  v is i ted , cou n se led ,  a n d  p ra y e d  
w i th  th e s e  p eo p le .  T h e  h u n g e r ,  th e  
n e e d ,  th e  d e s i re  a re  ju s t  th e  sa m e  as in 
all o thers .  W e  d o n ’t h a v e  to  fee l w e 
n e e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  m essage ,  d i lu te  it, 
o r  m a k e  it a n y  d i f fe re n t  for th e m . T h e y  
m a y  h a v e  a u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a t io n  a n d  
k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t  ho w  to  b e  saved. 
T h e  p r ice  m a y  b e  h ig h  for  th e m ,  b u t  
th e  p o w e r  of th e  gosp e l  is “ to  e v e ry  one  
t h a t  b e l i e v e th . ” W e  ca n  re a c h  th em . 
W h y  n o t  try  it?
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The name of the game is defense when 
the opposition threatens to defeat us

Hold That Line!

TT o l d  t h a t  l i n e !  H old  th a t  l in e !” 
A g r e a t  c ro w d  of co l lege  s tu d e n ts  

a n d  roo te rs  c h a n te d  for th e i r  h o m e  
t e a m  as th e y  w e re  b e in g  p re ssed  to 
th e i r  goa l line by  th e i r  rival o p p o n e n ts .  
W h a t  a ten se  m o m e n t  it was! “ T h i rd  
d o w n  a n d  o n e  yard  to  th e  g o a l ,” said 
th e  a n n o u n c e r .  A g r e a t  ro a r  w e n t  u p  
f ro m  th e  crow d. T h e y  d id  no t  m ak e  it. 
" F o u r t h  d o w n  a n d  a foot to  g o !”  said 
th e  a n n o u n c e r .  'H o l d  th a t  line! H old  
th a t  l in e !”  c a m e  f ro m  th e  b leachers .  
A gain  th e  o p p o s in g  t e a m  p lu n g e d ,  
b u t  th e y  d id  no t  m a k e  it. T h e  re fe ree  
m o t io n e d  for th e  h o m e  t e a m  to take  
possession of th e  ball.

T h e re  co m e  t im es  in th e  re l ig ious 
s t ru g g le  w h e n  w e n e e d  to  “ ho ld  th a t  
l in e .” I be l ieve  Paul h a d  th is  in m in d  
w h e n  he  w ro te  th e  E p h e s ia n  c h u rc h  
a n d  e x h o r te d  t h e m  to p u t  o n  th e  w h o le  
a rm o r  of G od, th a t  th e y  m ig h t  s tan d  
a g a in s t  th e  w iles  of th e  d e v i l— “ a n d  
h av in g  d o n e  all, to s t a n d ” (E p h .  6:13).

1 b e l iev e  w e h av e  r e a c h e d  a d a y  in 
o u r  c h u rc h  w h e n  w e  n eed  to  " h o l d  th a t  
l in e ” ag a in s t  so m e  th in g s  th a t  are 
p ress in g  in u p o n  us. M o d e r n  evan -

by
W. E.
Zimmerman
Nazarene Evangelist, 
Marion, Ohio

g e l i sm  is sw e e p in g  m a n y  off  th e i r  feet. 
T o o  o f t e n  th is  m e a n s  “ m a k in g  deci­
s ions” for  C h r is t  in s tead  o f  g e t t in g  a 
rea l e x p e r ie n c e  of sa lv a t io n ; ;  “ a ccep t­
ing  C h r i s t ”  in s tea d  of r e p e n t in g  for 
sin; g iv in g  o nese lf  to C h r is t i a n  service 
in s te a d  of d y in g  o u t  to  self a n d  being 
san c t i f ied  w ho lly ;  jo in in g  a c h u rc h  and 
b e c o m in g  a  C h r is t i a n  p ro fesso r  in­
s te a d  of g e t t in g  a C h r is t i a n  possession.

H e re  is a  r e p o r t  o n  a y o u th  cam p 
w h ic h  says, “ W h e n  th e  last a l ta r  call 
w as  m a d e ,  e v e ry o n e  h a d  ch o se n  Christ 
a n d  m a d e  a c o m m i t m e n t  to H im .” 
N o w  th a t  is n o t  th e  l a n g u a g e  to de­
sc r ibe  w h a t  tak es  p lace  a t  o u r  N azarene  
a ltars. W h e n  p e o p le  c o m e  to  th e  altar 
in o u r  c a m p s ,  th e y  c o m e  to g e t  saved,  
i .e., c o n v e r te d ,  r e c la im e d ,  o r  sanctified. 
T h is  “ a c c e p t  C h r i s t , ” “ m a k e  a decision 
for C h r i s t , ”  o r  " m a k e  a  c o m m itm e n t  
to C h r is t i a n  se rv ice” is th e  la n g u a g e  of 
t h e  m o d e r n  c h u rc h  a n d  th e  popula r  
revival. It is n o t  th e  l a n g u a g e  of the 
ho liness  ch u rch .

T h is  le ad s  m e  to  say th a t  w e need to 
“ h o ld  th e  l in e” f o r a  real w o rk  of divine 
g ra c e  to  b e  d o n e  a t  o u r  a ltars. Recently 
I h a v e  h e a rd  so m e  s l ig h t in g  rem arks  on 
th e  m a t t e r  of “ p ra y in g  th r o u g h .” Now 
I rea l ize  th e r e  a re  so m e  th ings  that 
t ak e  p lace  a t  o u r  a lta rs  th a t  do  not 
m a k e  sense  to  som e  on lookers ,  but 
w h e n  th e  resu l ts  a re  all t a b u la te d ,  it is 
still th e  b e s t  p lace  fo r  s in n e rs  to come 
a n d  f in d  th e i r  w a y  th r o u g h  to  G od ; and 
for  C h r is t i a n s  t h a t  a re  sick of th e i r  car­
nal spells to  d ie  o u t  to themselves, 
m a k e  a c o m p le te  c o n se c ra t io n  a n d  have
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the thrill of b e in g  san c t i f ied  b y  the  
bap tism  w ith  th e  H o ly  Spir it .  Ju s t  last 
even ing  in th e  m id s t  of an  a l ta r  service,
I h ea rd  a p a s to r  g iv in g  o n e  of his m e m ­
bers, w h o  w as at th e  a l ta r  see k ing  th e  
experience  of ho liness ,  such  m a rv e lo u s  
in s truc t ion  t h a t  I be l iev e  he  rece iv ed  
more th eo lo g ica l  t r a in in g  in five m in ­
utes th a n  he  c o u ld  h a v e  g a in e d  by 
read ing  books  for  hours .  W h e n  p e o p le  
som e to  th e  a lta r ,  th e y  a re  in such  a 
b u m b le  sp ir i t  a n d  a t t i t u d e  of soul th a t  
they  can  rece iv e  th e  t ru th .

H e re  is a n o th e r  re p o r t  o n  a re t rea t :  
So m a n y  y o u n g  ad u l t s  c a m e  fo rw ard  

and m a d e  a r e c o m m i tm e n t  of t h e m ­
selves to th e  L o rd .” T h is  so u n d s  like 
the o ld  j a rg o n  th a t  w e h e a rd  in the  
dead  c h u rc h e s  f ro m  w h ic h  w e ca m e  
:>ut. T h e  p r o g r a m  th a t  w e w e re  s u p ­
posed to  c a r ry  o u t  in those  d ay s  w as to 
have  a co n se c ra t io n  serv ice  o n c e  a 
m o n th .  T h is  w as  to  g ive  all m e m b e r s  
w ho  h a d  c a rn a l  spells  d u r i n g  th e  m o n th  
a c h a n c e  to  c o m e  to th e  a l t a r  wi th  a lot 
i)f o th e r  folk a n d  g e t  " f ix e d  u p . ” But 
this m u s t  no t  be  th e  p r o g r a m  in o u r  
holiness  c h u rch es .  T h e  on ly  w ay  to  d ea l  
w ith  c a rn a l i ty  is to  h av e  th e  o ld  m a n  
crucified . You d o  no t  g e t  th e  old m a n  
c ruc if ied  b y  co rn ing  to  th e  a l ta r  w i th  a 
w ho le  g r o u p  of c h u rc h  m e m b e r s  a n d  
re c o n s e c ra t in g  y o u rse lf  to  th e  L ord  a n d  
H is  service. A c o n se c ra t io n  t h a t  b r in g s  
a p e rso n  in to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of ho li­
ness is a onee -fo r-a l l  c o n se c ra t io n  a n d  
n o t  a  o n c e - a - m o n th  trial. It is easy  to 
g e t  folk to  c o m e  to th e  a l t a r  to  r e c o n ­
secra te ,  a n d  g e t  a  li t t le  c loser  to  th e  
Lord . It is n o t  so easy  to g e t  t h e m  to 
c o m e  to d ie  o u t  to  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  sin, 
o n c e  a n d  for all. L e t ’s " h o l d  th a t  l in e ” 
for  a real, d e f in i t e  e x p e r ie n c e  of 
sec o n d -b le ss in g  holiness.

W e  n e e d  to " h o l d  th a t  l in e” for a 
" h e a r t f e l t  r e l ig io n .” T h e s e  are  days

w h e n  w e are  su b s t i tu t in g  e d u c a t io n  to r  
reve la t ion .  By th e  p rocess  of in s t ru c ­
t ion  w e can  tell a m a n  h ow  to  g e t  saved, 
b u t  it takes  th e  rev e la t io n  o f  th e  Spirit  
to  le t  h im  k n o w  he  is saved.

W e  n e e d  to  " h o l d  t h a t  l in e ” in 
g iv in g  te s t im o n y  to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of 
holiness. T h is  ho lds  for th e  p re ach e rs  
as well as for th e  lay m en .  I h a v e  lis­
t e n e d  to  som e of o u r  c a m p  m e e t in g  
p re a c h e r s  p re a c h  for 10 d ay s  a n d  n ev e r  
o n c e  h av e  I h e a rd  th e m  g iv e  te s t im o n y  
of h ow  o r  w h e n  th e y  rece iv ed  th e  ex ­
p e r ie n c e  of holiness. O f  course  th ey  
p re a c h e d  som e a b o u t  ho liness  a n d  in ­
v i ted  folk to seek th e  ex p er ience ,  b u t  
no t  once  d id  th e y  g ive  th e i r  t e s t im o n ­
ies.

B efo re  I b e c a m e  a N a z a re n e ,  I p u b ­
lished  a n d  e d i t e d  th e  C hris tian  W i tn e s s  
p a p e r ,  w h ic h  was th e  officia l o rg a n  of 
th e  N a t io n a l  H oliness  Association. In 
th is  c a p a c i ty  I rece iv ed  m a n y  in q u ir ie s  
c o n c e rn in g  c a m p  m e e t in g  p reachers .  
T w o  q u e s t io n s  th ey  a lw ays  asked: D oes 
he  p re a c h  seco n d -b le ss in g  holiness, 
an d .  D oes  he  tes ti fy  to  h a v in g  th e  ex­
p e r i e n c e :1 It w as  o u r  p r iv i leg e  to  sit 
u n d e r  th e  m in is t ry  of so m e  of those  
g r e a t  ho liness  p re a c h e r s  of th e  ear ly  
tw e n t i e th  ce n tu ry ,  a n d  o n e  th in g  th e y  
a lw ays  d id  b e fo re  th e y  w e n t  far  in to  
th e i r  m e e t in g s  w as to  g ive  a p e rso n a l  
t e s t im o n y .  R ead  a f te r  w ri te rs  like Hills, 
W o o d ,  C a r r a d in e ,  a n d  o th e r s  a n d  you 
will no t  r e ad  fa r  un t i l  th e y  will tell 
w h e n  th e y  s o u g h t  a n d  fo u n d  th e  b less­
ing  of holiness.

In d e e d  w e w a n t  to  m a k e  n u m e r ic a l  
g a in s  a n d  m a k e  a few to u c h d o w n s ,  b u t  
r e m e m b e r  so m e t im e s  g a m e s  are  w on  
n o t  o n ly  by  m a k in g  to u c h d o w n s ,  b u t  
by  " h o l d i n g  th e  line. If P au l  t h o u g h t  
it w as g o o d  adv ice  for th e  E p h e s ia n  
c h u rc h  in his day ,  I b e l iev e  it is good  
ad v ic e  for  us in th is  v e ry  day.

S o m e  o f  u s  “ k ic k  a g a in s t  t h e  p r i c k s ”  fo r  a  l i f e t im e ,  a l l  th e  w h i le  
b e l i e v in g  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u r r e n d e r e d  to  t h e  w i l l  of G o d .

— A. W .  T o z e r
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MEN
of
STRENGTH

By Hubert Helling
Missionary, Japan

S o m e o n e  h a s  s a id ,  “ All th e  w a te r  in 
th e  o cean  c a n n o t  sink a  sh ip  un less  

th e  w a te r  s ta r ts  g e t t in g  in s id e . ’’ A n­
o th e r  w r i t in g  in re sp on se  to  th is  said, 
“ All th e  t r o u b le s  in th e  w o r ld  c a n n o t  
sink a  h u m a n  b e in g  un less  those  
t ro u b le s  in v a d e  his in n e r  l i fe .” In w a rd  
s t r e n g th  is rea l ly  w h a t  c o u n ts  in th e  
lo n g  run ,  a n d  as Dr. C h a p m a n  on ce  
said, “ I t ’s th e  long  ru n  w e ’re  in .” I t ’s 
no t how  s t ron g  a m a n  see m s  to  be  on 
th e  o u ts ide ,  b u t  i t ’s th e  res il ience , th e  
b o u n c e -b a c k ,  th e  in n e r  te n a c i ty  th a t  
m ak es  h im  rea l ly  s trong.

T h e r e ’s q u i t e  a  d i f fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  
to u g h n e s s  a n d  hardn ess .  S o m e  m e n  
m a y  be  ju s t  h a rd  o r  in f lex ib le  o r  u n ­
y ie ld ing .  T h e y  w o n ’t e v e r  g ive, b u t  
w h e n  th e  p re s su re  g e ts  too  heavy ,  so m e  
of th e se  b reak .  W i th o u t  in n e r  s t re n g th ,  
w e  will cave  in, collapse. T o u g h n e s s  
co m es  f ro m  w ith in .  It c o m e s  fro m  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  o u r  in n e r  resources.  
I t ’s w h a t  he lps  m a k e  a  m a n  a g o o d  f in ­
isher. A f te r  all, i t’s th e  f in ish  th a t  
co un ts ,  n o t  ju s t  th e  b e g in n in g .

T h e r e ’s q u i t e  a thr il l  to  h e a r  th e  
c o u n t d o w n ,  5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 ,  b la s t -o f f !  
T h e r e ’s a thr i l l  in h e a r in g  th e  so u n d  of 
th e  w h ir r in g  m o to rs  a n d  th e  t r e m e n ­
d o u s  p ressu re .  But it’s n o t  ju s t  th e

b las t-o f f  t h a t  c o u n ts ;  i t ’s th e  finish. 
S o m e  d o n ’t c a r ry  t h r o u g h  to  th e  target.  
T h e i r  e n e r g y  is s p e n t  b e fo re  th e y  reach 
it. It  is s p e n t  b e fo re  it is a c tu a l ly  most 
n e e d e d .

T h e n  th e r e  a re  th o se  w h o  m a y  start 
slow, b u t  th e y  e n d u re .  T h e y  g e t  hit 
so m e t im e s ,  b u t  th e y  b o u n c e  back 
T ro u b le s  se em  to c o n v e rg e  on  th em  
u n ti l  it m ig h t  seem  as t h o u g h  they 
w o u ld  b e  w re c k e d ,  b u t  th e y  p lo w  right 
th ro u g h .  T h e y  m a y  lose a b a t t le  once 
in a w h ile ,  b u t  th e y  a re  w in n in g  the 
w ar. T h e s e  a re  tho se  w h o  h a v e  the 
in n e r  resource ,  th e  re s p o n se  th a t  comes 
f ro m  b e in g  in to u c h  w i th  G o d  down 
d e e p  in th e i r  hearts .  T h e y  respond 
offen s ive ly  e v e ry  t im e  th in g s  get 
ru g g ed .

T im e  a lo n e  w i th  G o d  is absolute ly  
im p e ra t iv e  for  th e  m a n  w h o  desires 
to  b e  a t  his best .  It t e m p e rs ,  it seasons 
a n d  se t t les  a m an . It b u i ld s  s treng th  
in to  th e  v e ry  f ib e r  of his life. Isaiah  in 
40 :31  w ro te :  “ T h e y  th a t  w a i t  u p o n  the 
L o rd  shall re n e w  th e i r  s t re n g th .

L e t  us b e  m e n  of s t r e n g th — inner 
s t re n g th .

FOR FIELDS 
ALREADY 

WHITE 
UNTO 

HARVEST

no
M |
THANKSGIVING

OFFERING

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
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Compiled by The General Stewardship Committee/  Harold o. Parry, Editor

STEWARDSHIP

HAVING PROBLEMS DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO ON LAYMEN’S SUNDAY?

WHY NOT CHECK THE 
LAYMEN’S SUNDAY BRO-

DON’T BE TEMPTED TO OVERLOOK OR UNDER­
E S T I M A T E  A N Y O N E .  EVERY LAYMAN IS IM ­

PORTANT!

October, 1972 17



Why use Full-Time Commissioned Evangelists P
1. They have a sense of being called to full­

time evangelism.
2. They have prepared themselves for full­

time evangelism.
3. They are acquainted  with the latest evan­

gelistic means and methods.
4. They are commissioned  by the district as­

sembly and approved laborers in full-time 
evangelism.

5. They offer specialized skills in soul winning.
6. They understand pastoral responsibilities.

Support your full-time  evangelists this year!
Contact your district superintendent for an 

“ Open Date Listing” of evangelists.

Preacher's Magazine



ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD

REQUIREMENTS:

PRAYER and SELF-DENIAL COMMITMENTS 
70% of Total NWMS M em bership

KNOW: Readers— 70% of Total NWMS M em bership and 
Com plete the Study

CARE: M em bers— 70% of Church M em bership

GIVE: General and D istric t Obligations Paid in Full

SHARE: Other Sheep Subscrip tions— 40% of Total NWMS 
M em bership

NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY



Pensions and Benevolence
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COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

(RADIO)

OFFERS THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY to Touch Every 
Person in North Am erica with an Invitation to Jesus Christ, 
Our Saviour.

INVEST SOME THOUGHT— INVEST PRAYER HOURS—  
MAKE HUGE PLANS THAT REQUIRE GOD’S HELP— ENLIST 
EVERY ATTENDER AT YOUR SERVICES— GO ALL OUT— 
IT MAY BE THE LAST WIDE-OPEN OPPORTUNITY— USE 
THE MASS MEDIA IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE— BE NAZA- 
RENES— GET THE JOB DONE— JESUS IS COMING!

Do You Have a Spanish Population?
— Get “LA HORA NAZARENA” on a Local Station.

Do You Have a Portuguese Population?
— Get Our Portuguese Program on Your Station.

Do Your People Speak English?
— Give Them “SHOWERS OF BLESSING.”

p a  dio

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

October, 1972

Radio Division
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

IS THE TIME TO START 
A CST TRAINING 
PROGRAM!
HERE’S HOW

1. Select  a CST Director.  (Get his nam e in the district minutes).
2. Establish a training commit tee.  This com m ittee could be 
m ade up of the following representatives from each area of the 
church.

— SS S uperin tendent — NW M S President
— Church  School Board Chairm an — Music Director 
— NYPS President — CST Director

This committee would recommend:
— W hat training programs are needed
— W hen to schedule the courses (Since all dep ar tm en t heads 

are present, it will be easier to schedule a m eeting time 
w ithout conflicting with SS, Sunday evening, W ednes­
day evening, or o ther activities.)

3. Purchase a “Prepare to Share L ibrary” or bring yours up to 
date.
4. Set  up an individual f i l e  o f  training co m p le te d , using the 
R-43 card.  H ere are some suggestions for this project.

— Make two cards for each person: one for the file, one for 
the individual. (This saves you from a constant barrage of 
questions.)

— Bring your records up to date. Keep current, by listing 
Hom e Study credits and class reports.

— If you need  copies of class reports for the past 10 years, 
your CST office will provide them  free upon request.

5. Secure a Teacher Training Poster.  List names of teachers, 
substitutes, and prospective teachers, giving record of training. 
Post on the bulletin board.
6. Consider paying  evaluation f e e  fo r  H om e Study work  com­
ple ted  by  volunteer workers.  It can be charged to SS account 
when requested.

TRAINING PAYS OFF!



CHURCH SCHOOLSS H U  ftM OW 1
N O W l N O j V j f i  
N O W l S i '  IN O W i H o w i r  ■
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n o w i w !
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N
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Plan your efforts and receive 
members

The goal: 5 percent of Sunday school members joining 
the church by profession of faith. Write for the bro­
chure—

“The Sunday School Winning Souls”



HOME MISSIONS

LAYMENS
The hour for action is here.

There 
not

are areas near
being preached. Your ,he 90sPel

endent can supply a ,|s( 's,r,ct superin-

Another Nazarene Development Site), 
a 10 Percent Missionary Special.

ff your area has few challenges, select a 
companion area with great needs and lend a 
helping hand.
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BIG BROTHER”  DISTRICTS
Some areas of need:
1. Canadian districts where there are 154 cities over 10,000 
population that do not have a Church of the Nazarene.
2. A western Canadian city of 1 million population, a new church 
that desperately needs help.
3. A city of 80,000 population in New York where some holiness 
people are interested in joining with us in starting a Church of the 
Nazarene.
4. A city in New Jersey near a huge army base; we have many 
local contacts as well as servicemen.
5. A New Jersey city in a Negro area where prayer meetings are 
held in a home.

The Department of Home Missions has many more on record just like 
these.

Name

Zip.Address ----------------------------------------------------
I have been cha l lenged to action.  Please send me more  
i n fo rm a t ion  on:

| | Locating Another Nazarene Development Site— a 10 Per­
cent Special 

□  Black Work
|~l Other______________ ___________________________________n We would “double team” to help start a new church.

mail to: Department of Home Missions 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131



Undated, A du lt Elective Studies of 13 lessons each for 
your adult Sunday schoo l classes and Young A du lt Fel­
lowship

J Latest Releases!
I )  DISCOVER 

IM M 'lS i YOUR 
m iLLM J: BIBLE

DARE
TO

DISCIPLINE

O th e r
tit le s WHOLESOME

INTERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS

W
THE NOW IlM i*  
LOOK OF 

EVANGELISM

All Leader’s Guides, $1.00 Pupil Books ('excep tion ), $1.25

‘ DARE TO DISCIPLINE— paper, $1.95; cloth, $3.95

Prices s ligh tly  h igher ou tside  the co n tinen ta l U n ited  S ta tes

Available When YOU Are
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •  BOX 527, KANSAS C ITY, M ISSO URI 64141

PASTORS 
PRAYER MEETING 
PUBLICATION 
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

* Personal purchase only.

Current Selection

TIIE MEYITABLC 
C n C O IM T ER

Melvin McCullough
Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your laymen to 
purchase.

$1.25 5 or more (40% d is c o u n t* ), 75c e a c h
Plus 3c per book fo r postage

For additional information consult special flyer in the 
September Ministers’ Book Club Mailing.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE KANSAS CITY Pasadena Toronto

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT, GROWING, EFFECTIVE CHURCH!



YOUTH
John Wesley once said: Let us unite the two so long 
divided: knowledge and vital piety.

Let ETC. help you in your equipping m inistry among the young 
adults of your congregation. Make certain they get a chance to read 
ETC. regularly— and they may not get that chance w ithout your help.

Check with your church schools literature ordering secretary. 
Make certain that enough copies of ETC. are coming every month 
for every young adult in your church to have a copy.

. . . and for those young adults away at college, send them a 
year’s subscription for $2.50.

You’ll also want to see that every m ilitary person in your con­
gregation is registered with the Servicem en’s Division of the De­
partm ent of Youth. That way, they’ll receive ETC. free.
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WORLD MISSIONS

1 SUCCESSFUL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
I P R E P A R A T IO N  O F  T H E  

P A S T O R
A. Seek  a  w orld  v ision  a n d  b u rd e n  

by  s tu d y in g  th e  m issionary  
em p h a sis  in th e  B ib le an d  
re ad in g  m issionary  books.

B. G e t a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  D e­
p a r tm e n t o f W orld  M issions.

C . E xpect g re a t th in g s  a n d  p lan  
carefu lly .

II. P R E P A R A T IO N  O F  T H E  
C H U R C H  A S  A  W H O L E  
P rep a ra tio n  o f th e  ch u rc h  as a 
w ho le ce n te rs  on g ro u p  p a rtic i­
pa tio n  in various ac tiv ities:

A. D e co ra tin g  th e  c h u rch
B. S e ttin g  u p  sch e d u le s  o f m eals 

fo r m issionary  p erso n n el
C . D is trib u tio n  of an n o u n c e m e n ts
D. C o m m u n ity  v is ita tio n  a n d  in ­

v ita tio n
E. S e ttin g  u p  specia l m ee tin g s  

fo r ch ild re n  in th e  c o m m u n ity , 
u sing  th e  m issionaries to  speak  
to  th em

F. P ray er m ee tin g s  fo r th e  c o n ­
fe ren c e  in  hom es

G. P la n n in g  fo r lad ies to  ca re  for 
th e  n u rse ry  d u rin g  all services

III P R O G R A M M IN G
A v aried  a n d  c h a lle n g in g  p ro ­
g ra m  ea ch  y ea r s tim u la te s  in ­
te re s t a n d  avo ids  a set p a tte rn . 
T h e  p ro g ram  sho idd  also  be 
p la n n e d  to  involve ev e ry  age- 
g roup .

A. C h ild re n  in c lu d e d  in  th e  pro ­
gra m
1. F irst 15 m in u te s  o f th e  

w e ek d ay  e v e n in g  services 
ca n  b e  fo r th em .

2. M issionary  o u tlin e  from  
th e  B ible d ev e lo p ed  a b it 
e a c h  ev en ing .

3. S o m e th in g  o n  th e ir  level 
from  th e  m issionary— a 
c u r io  ex p la n a tio n , a cus­
tom , so m eth in g  a b o u t a 
ch ild  on a m ission  field .

4. A co n tin u e d  m issionary  
s to ry  ca n  Ix* g iv en  a  b it 
ea ch  ev en ing .

5. A c h ild re n 's  a t te n d a n c e  
c o n te st, w ith  c h ild re n  re ­
ce iv in g  c red it fo r any o n e 
th ey  b rin g  to  th e  m ee ting .

B. Y o u th  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  p ro ­
gra m
1. A udiovisual m e th o d s  will 

help . M aps, ch a rts , o u t­
lines, p ro jec ted  on  th e  
sc reen  by  th e  o v erh ead  
backview  p ro jec to r, c re ­
a te  in terest.

2. C ase  h isto ries fro m  th e  
m ission field  g iv en  by th e  
m is s io n a r ie s  c h a l le n g e  
y o u n g  people .

3. S om e u n u su a l in c id en t in 
a  m iss ionary 's  life  a n d  in ­
s ig h t in to  c u ltu re  a n d  cu s­
to m s a p p e a l to  th is  age.

4. P ersonal te s tim o n ie s  of 
- m issionaries as to  th e

L o rd ’s lea d in g  in th e ir 
lives are  help fu l.

C . N u m b e r  o f  speakers  on  th e  
program
1. O n ly  on spec ia l occasions 

sh o u ld  o n e  sp e a k e r  b e  used  
fo r th e  e v e n in g  m ee tings.

2. T w o  to  fo u r ca n  be used  
ea c h  session.

3. C h a n g in g  p e rso n n e l on  th e  
p la tfo rm  c rea te s  a n tic ip a ­
tio n  a n d  s tim u la te s  in terest.

4. M ost m essages, ex c ep t th e  
S u n d ay  m o rn in g  w orsh ip  
serv ice  a n d  p e rh a p s  th e  
final c h a lle n g e  m essage  of 
th e  co n fe re n ce , ca n  b e  held  
to  15 m in u te s . S h o rt five- 
m in u te  fe a tu re s  m ay  be 
g iv en  Ix 'fore th e  m essages 
o r b e tw e en  m essages.

D. S p ec ia l fe a tu r e s  o n  th e  p ro ­
g ra m
1. In fo rm ativ e  d ra m a — a  skit 

th a t po rtra y s  cu ltu ra l  life, 
C h ris tia n  c h a rac te rs , an d  
th e  m issionary  a t  work. 
M o n o lo g u es a n d  p a n to ­
m im e s ca n  Ix* u sed  cx'ca- 
sionallv .

2. C u rio  ta lks— th re e  to  five 
m in u te s , e x p la in in g  a cu rio  
o r  d ra w in g  a lesson from  it.

3 . T h e  m issionary  g iv in g  a 
sh o rt ac co u n t o f a typ ical 
day .

4. A c o u p le  o f m in u te s  o f a c t­
ing  o u t g re e tin g s  o r  a p a r ­
t ic u la r  custom .

IV S A M P L E  E V E N IN G  
P R O G R A M
T h e  le n g th  o f serv ice: a lx m t an  
h o u r a n d  a half, w ith  few  p re ­
lim inaries, to  g iv e  all t im e  possi­
b le  to  th e  m issionary  thrust.

O p e n in g  song , p ra y er, verse  o r tw o 
o f song

C h ild re n 's  M o m en ts  (15 m in u te s )
G ree tin g s  from  O th e r  L ands

(5  m in u te s )
M essage o r S lides (15  m in u te s )
Specia l M usical M lim b e r

(3  m in u te s )
C ase  H isto ry  o f a  N a tio n a l on  th e  

M ission F ie ld
O R

A S hort Skit (1 0  m in u te s )
M essage

V. P R O M O T IO N
A. T alk  a b o u t th e  c o n fe re n ce  as 

th e re  is o p p o rtu n ity . A n nounce 
it in all th e  serv ices. S unday  
school tea ch ers  ta lk  a b o u t it to  
th e ir  classes. A n n o u n c e  it in 
c h u rc h  b u lle tin s , l<x-al n ew sp a­
pers , an d  spo t a n n o u n c e m e n ts  
on th e  radio. P rin t s im ple , a t ­
tra c tiv e  flyers, using  p ic tu re s  
o f th e  m issionaries, fo r d is tr i­
b u tio n  o r m ailing . L et th e  co m ­
m u n ity  know  w h a t is g o in g  on 
in y o u r church .

B. P oste r co n te st for th e  ch ild ren . 
P oster b o ard  22 x 28 inches

b o u g h t a n d  sold to  th o se  w ho  
d e s ire  to  e n te r  th e  con test. 
T h e y  m ay c u t o u t p ic tu re s  of 
p eo p le  an d  c o u n tr ie s  from  
m ag a zin es , use crayons, do  
ar tw o rk , a n d  p rin t m issionary  
s logans o r B ible verses. O n e  
gotxl p rize  m ay  b e  o ffe re d  ea ch  
a g e -g ro u p , a n d  p a rtic ip a n ts  
m u st d o  th e ir  o w n  w ork. Post­
ers will Ix* on  d isp la y  d u rin g  
th e  w h o le  co n fe re n c e  and 
ju d g e d  S a tu rd a y  n igh t.

C  B an n er w ith  co n fe re n c e  th em e 
sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  h a n g  in 
fro n t o f c h u rc h  au d ito riu m . For 
ex a m p le , “ SO  S E N D  I Y O U .” 
A w o rld  m a p  sh o u ld  Ix- p laced  
in a  p ro m in e n t p lace  be fo re  the 
a u d ie n c e . If a g lo b e  ca n  Ix* ob ­
ta in e d , p lac e  it on  a s tan d  near 
th e  fro n t of th e  ch u rch .

VI. P R O G R A M :
A. S p ec ia l M usic:  F ro m  th e  m is­

s io n aries, y o u th , o r any o n e 
q u a lified . T h e  sp ec ia l n u m b er 
c a n  Ix* d u r in g  th e  o ffe rin g  tim e 
o r  a t lx*ginning of service. 
K eep  co n g re g a tio n a l sing ing  
to  a m in im u m . Y our th ru s t is 
p re se n tin g  m issionary  work.

B. T h e m e  chorus: C h o o se  a short, 
su ita b le  ch o ru s  th a t  g<x*s w ith 
th e  th e m e  o f th e  conference . 
P rin t it on song  sh e e ts  o r on  the 
back  of th e  p ro g ram .

C . C o n fe ren c e  th e m e , slogan , or 
verse: This a n d  th e  them e 
ch o ru s  sh o u ld  tie  to g eth er .

D. T apes: P o rtio n s  o f tap e s  giving 
a  song  o r te s tim o n y  from  a 
m ission  field  c re a te  interest. 
C u ltu ra l  so u n d s  o r any th ing  
th a t  p o rtra y s  life  in th e  coun­
try  help s  th e  a u d ie n c e  u nder­
s tan d  th e  field . T a p e s  from 
kn o w n  m issionaries  on  th e  field 
are  go<xl fo r c o n fe re n ce  time.

E. F ilm s  a n d  slides: A vailable 
th ro u g h  th e  N a z a re n e  Pub­
lish in g  M ouse. P .O . Box 327, 
K ansas C ity . M o. 64141.

F. F ello w sh ip  su p p er:  H av e it the 
m ost su ita b le  e v e n in g  of the 
con fe re n ce . It h e lp s  peop le  feel 
a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  m ission­
a ries an d  Ix* free  to  ask them  
q u estio n s .

F o u r P in g re d ie n ts  fo r a  Successful 
M issionary  co n fe re n ce :

1. P ray e r
2. P rep a ra tio n
3. P rogram
4. P artic ip a tio n

Set u p  a  m issionary  c o m m itte e  for the 
c o n fe re n ce  an d  g e t as m u ch  partici­
p a tio n  from  as m an y  as possible.
T h e  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f th e  conference 
to  y o u r ch u rc h  sh o u ld  first o f all In* 
in fo rm a tio n . sec o n d ly  inspiration, 
a n d  th e n  a c tiv ity  le a d in g  th e  people 
of C<xl to  ac co m p lish  th e  task of 
w o rld w id e  ev an g elism .
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H O W ?
BY:
— praying for the conversion
of those who do not know
Christ ~*r * .

r o le  UKfTKDKIWCIXU* ’ p . r *

— supporting our missionaries 
with our prayers 
— generously giving of our 
means to support the cause of 
world evangelism 
— giving of ourselves in service 
on the foreign field dr home­
land *  .V A t> * ~  i s s m
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ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO SHOW HIS LOVE BY GIVING  
IN THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING ON NOVEMBER 19

GOAL— $3 ,200,000
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NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

Good Neighbor Newspapers

A Good N e w s p a p e r  is responsive to 
read er interests. It had  b e tte r  be 

or it soon w ithers an d  dies.
A li s te n e r  o r  v ie w e r  c an  t u n e  o u t ,  b u t  

d o e s  th e  s ta t io n  r e s p o n d ?  U su a lly  th e  
sa m e  d isc  jo c k e y  o r  e n t e r t a i n e r  is 
f l a u n t in g  his s tu f f  if th e  s ta t io n  is r e ­
tu n e d .

Subscriber Is “King”
B u t  n o t  so a t  th e  n e w sp a p e r .  W h e n  

a  s u b s c r ib e r  d o e s n ’t like s o m e th in g ,  h e  
o f te n  can ce ls  th e  su b sc r ip t ion .

T h a t  is w h y  a c o m p e t e n t  e d i to r  c o n ­
t in u a l ly  s tud ies  th e  c o v e ra g e  a re a  a n d  
its fam il ies  to  d e t e r m i n e  tas tes  a n d  
in terests .

T h is  d o es  n o t  m e a n  a  n e w s p a p e r  
con sc iou s ly  “ s h a d e s ” its n e w s  r e p o r t ­
ing. I t  m e a n s  th a t ,  if a  c o m m u n i t y  b e ­
c o m e s  m i n o r i t y - c o n s c i o u s ,  a n  a l e r t  
n e w s p a p e r  will p u b l i s h  m o r e  o b je c t iv e  
a n d  in te rp re t iv e  a r t ic les  on  th e  sub jec t .

Churches Make News
A n d  w h e n  a  c h u rc h  su rg es  fo rw ard ,  

b u i ld s  a  la rg e r  san c tu a ry ,  h e lp s  to  m e e t  
n e e d s  in th e  area ,  a  n e w s p a p e r  is 
anx ious  to  c o o p e ra te  w i th  n ew s  s tories 
of th e  events .

N e w s p a p e r s  c o n t in u a l ly  lis ten  to  
p a n e ls  of its readers .  T h e y  inv i te  
cr i t ica l  analysis .

S u ch  a  p a n e l  of f o u r  p e rso n s  in th e  
E a s t  in c lu d e d  a  y o u n g  m o th e r ,  a 
N e g ro ,  w h o  h a d  se rv ed  on  th e  school 
bo a rd .

S he  a sk e d  r e p o r te r s  to  g e t  c lo se r  to 
e v e ry  s e g m e n t  of th e  c o m m u n i t y  “ to  
ta k e  a  d e e p e r  look a t  f ru s t ra t io n s  a n d

c o n c e rn s  o f  m in o r i ty  a n d  m ajority  
g r o u p s . ”

A y o u n g  m in i s te r  a sked  for  more 
c o lu m n s  o f  n e w s  a n d  a sk e d  th e  news­
p a p e r  to  loca l ize  n a t io n a l  s to r ies— to 
“ e d i t  th e  n ew s  t h r o u g h  th e  ey es  o f  the 
r e a d e r . ”

T h e  th i rd  p an e l i s t ,  an  e x -m a r in e  and 
f o r m e r  F B I  a g e n t ,  n o w  a co rpora tion  
e x ecu t iv e ,  a sk ed  th e  n e w s p a p e r  to  do 
all in its p o w e r  to  “ m in im iz e  th e  alien­
a t io n  in  to d a y ’s socie ty , to  h e lp  m ain­
ta in  a  sen se  o f  va lues ,  a n d  to  increase 
r e s p e c t  fo r  law  a n d  o r d e r . ”

H e  u n d e r l i n e d  th a t  n e w s p a p e r s  are 
n o t  a n e u t r a l  in f lu e n c e  in a  c o m m un ity ,  
b u t  th e  c h ie f  so u rce  o f  in fo rm a t io n  and 
in f luen ce .

Within Local Framework
“ Y ou m u s t  r e p o r t  th e  fac ts  within 

th e  f r a m e w o rk  o f  y o u r  c o m m u n i ty  so 
t h a t  th e  c o m m u n i t y  ca n  u n d ers tan d  
t h e m , ” h e  to ld  th e  n e w s p a p e r  editors.

T h e  c o n c lu d in g  p a n e l i s t  w as  a crim­
inal law y e r  w h o  a sk ed  for  m o r e  aggres­
sive e d i to r ia l  p os i t io n s  a n d  “ much 
m o r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  e d i t o r i a l  re­
s e a rc h .”

S u m m a r i z in g  th e  p a n e l ’s views:
“ O u r  r e a d e r s  a r e  f a c e d  w i th  a 

c o m p lex  a n d  d if f icu l t  w orld .  Most 
e s ta b l i s h e d  in s t i tu t io n s  s e e m  either 
u n re s p o n s iv e  o r  i r re sp o n s ib le  to them.

“ A g o o d  n e w s p a p e r  h e lp s  to  lead 
to  a  sen se  o f  c o m m u n i t y  fo r  all.

C h u r c h  o u t r e a c h  is new s.

O. J O E  O L S O N
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

MILLION AMERICANS 
ARE 65 AND OVER

(1 out  o f  10)

M A N Y  ARE L O N E L Y  
A N D  FEEL USELESS

Forced retirement, inactivity, poverty, and useless­
ness make the “golden years” a bad joke for thou­
sands.

Tl?e Horpe Departrpept 
Cap Minister to Tl^csc 
Needs

•  Social Contact through ac­
tivities

•  The Word through private 
study and classes

•  Usefulness through service 
to God and others

D o n ’t fo r g e t . . .
HOME DEPARTMENT SUNDAY 

November 5



AT YOUR CHURCH
with the NEW . . .
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BUILDER No. 25

The answer fo r those responsible for planning. GRACE 
RAMQUIST compiles an outstanding variety of time- and 
work-saving material for all ages from  which you can easi­
ly put together a meaningful, well-balanced program.

Includes several pages of age-group material, a play 
using three women, an all-department service, and Christ­
mas scenes for adult and youth choir. Minimum of three 
copies needed.
MC-125 75c

with a NEW drama . . .
THE LITTLE LAME SHEPHERD

By MILDRED L. WILLS. Wonderful things take place in 
this five-scene play when a motherless crippled boy is 
reunited with his father and miraculously healed at the 
manger. Requires three women, six girls, eight men, one 
boy. Performance time, approximately 40 minutes. Ten 
copies needed for production.
MC-241 75c

with our latest worship service 
CHRIST IS BORN TODAY

Here is a service of Christmas music and narration for 
congregation, choir, and minister, by BOB BORROUGHS.

Original and fam iliar music, scripture reading, and select­
ed talks blend into an inspirational and rewarding oc­
casion. Takes a m inimum of rehearsals.
MC-22 60c

with our latest cantata 
REJOICE!

This Christmas cantata of praise is from one of today's 
outstanding composers, OTIS SKILLINGS.

Many of the old and favorite carols are arranged into a 
contemporary setting, giving a beautiful presentation of 
the events of Christ's birth. Includes six solo passages 
and an opportunity for several instrumental numbers.
64 pages.
MC-25 $1.50

D ire c to r 's  K it a n d  S erv ice  F o ld e r A lso Ava ilable . W rite fo r  In fo rm a tio n .

Examination copies available to any program director^ 
or choir leader requesting them.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY. M ISSOURI 64141 
W ashington a t Bresee, Pasadena. C a lifo rn ia  91104 
IN CANADA: 1592 B lo o r S treet, West, T o ro n to  9, O n ta rio



i l l  K M H ’ d W f D I F l
Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson

About Jack-o ’-lanterns 
and Christians

Th e  c h i l d r e n  w e re  c a rv in g  ja c k -o ’- 
l a n t e rn s  f ro m  p u m p k i n s  for  H a l ­

low een .  “ I ’m  g o in g  to  m a k e  m in e  real 
s c a ry - lo o k in g !” e x c la im e d  one . “ N ot 
m e , ’’ r e s p o n d e d  th e  o th e r .  “ M in e  is 
g o in g  to  be  a f r ie n d ly  p u m p k i n  w i th  a 
n ice  smile. A th i rd  “ c a rv e r ’ d e c id e d  
to  e x p e r i m e n t  a  bit . A f te r  re m o v in g  th e  
s e e d y  p o r t io n ,  she  p a in s ta k in g ly  b e g a n  
to  “ s p o o n ” o u t  th e  p u lp ,  b i t  by  bit,  
u n t i l  th e  shell w as v e ry  th in ,  so w h e n  
th e  c a n d le  w as p la c e d  in s ide ,  th e  w h o le  
p u m p k i n  w o u ld  glow.

C h r is t i a n s  a re  s o m e th in g  like jack- 
o ’- lan te rn s .  G od  p u ts  H is  l ig h t  w ith in ,  
b u t  w e  a re  free  to  c a rv e  th e  k in d  of 
face  o r  p e r s o n a l i ty  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th a t  
l ig h t  m a y  sh ine . I k n o w  so m e  C h r is ­
t ian s  w h o  h a v e  th e  L ig h t  w i th in ,  b u t  
it c o m e s  th r o u g h  r a th e r  “ scarv  s o m e ­
tim es . O th e r s  p r e s e n t  an  a p p e a l in g  a n d  
w in s o m e  im press io n .

P u m p k in s  can  b e  c a rv e d  in a m a t t e r  
of m i n u te s  a n d  th e r e  is l i t t le  c h a n c e  to 
c h a n g e  th e m .  S p ir i tua l  f igu res  are 

c a rv e d  m o re  slowly, a n d  w e  can  seek 
G o d ’s h e lp  if th e  im a g e  is n o t  to  o u r  
sa t is fac tion .

T h e  th i rd  carver ,  w h o  w as  try in g  to 
m a k e  th e  p u m p k i n  g low , r e m in d e d  m e  
of th e  w o rd s  of Jo h n  th e  B aptis t  c o n ­
c e rn in g  Jesus ,  “ H e  m u s t  in crease ,  b u t  
I m u s t  dec rea se .  T h e s e  w o rd s  see m  
like a go o d  m o t to  for  th e  san c t if ied  
C h r is t ia n .  T h e  in itia l c le a n s in g  of th e  
c a rn a l  se lf— w h ic h  “ is no t  su b jec t  to  
th e  law of G o d ,  n e i t h e r  in d e e d  can  
b e  — is a cc o m p l is h e d .  But th e  “ g ro w th  
in g ra c e  is in p rogress .  T h e  “ h u m a n

se lf” rem a in s ,  w i th  m a n y  u n d e s i ra b le  
t ra i ts  of d ispo s i t io n  a n d  person a li ty ,  
m a n y  u n - r e f in e m e n ts  a n d  in f irm it ies  
of th e  f lesh  a n d  of th e  m in d .  T h is  h u ­
m a n  self m u s t  dec rea se ,  th a t  C h ris t-  
l ikeness  m a y  increase.

B u fu s  M osley , in his boo k  P erfec t  
E v e r y th in g ,  says, “ At th e  p o in t  of e n ­
t i re  v ie ld in g n es s  a n d  re sp o n se  o n  o u r  
p a r t ,  G od  is r e a d y  to  take  th e  e n t i r e  
f r ee  possession  of us a n d  g ive  us as 
m u c h  o f  th e  I lo lv  Spir i t  as w e  a re  c a p a ­
b le  o f  re c e iv in g .”  F il le d  w i th  His 
Spir it ,  b u t  c a p a b le  of inc rea s in g  ou r  
c a p a c i t y !  T h e  “ h u m a n ” c a n  b e  
“ p a r e d ” as w e  d ie  da i ly  to e v e ry  fo rm  
of selfishness,  to  e v e ry  a sser tion  o f  the  
self.

A real e x a m p le  w as th e  sa in t ly  Bev. 
E. B. G allow ay ,  w h o m  w e  h ad  the  
p r iv i lege  o f  p a s to r in g  u n t i l  his d e a th  
at 102 years  of age. As his b o d y  b e c a m e  
m o re  fragile ,  his sp ir i t  s e e m e d  to  g row  
m o re  robus t.  1 c a m e  to  feel th a t  h e  was 
a lm o s t  t r a n s p a r e n t— his sp ir i t  se e m e d  
to  sh ine  th ro u g h .  H e  ta lk e d  to  “ his 
F a t h e r ” as in t im a te ly  a n d  read i ly  as 
if H e  w e re  a vis ible c o m p a n io n .  I n ­
d e e d ,  th e  in e f fab le  u n io n  w ith  th e  in ­
d w e l l in g  Spir it  is m u c h  c loser th a n  a 
v is ib le  c o m p a n io n .  B ro th e r  G allow ay  
h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in a h o sp i ta l  un t i l  the  
last w eek s  of his life. T y p ica l  of his 
sp irit ,  he  d e c la re d ,  “ T h is  is a n ew  ex­
p e r ien c e ,  a n d  G o d  is m a k in g  it a w o n ­
d e r fu l  one.

L ord , h e lp  m e  to  “ c a rv e ” care fu l ly  
to day .  A nd  h e lp  m e  to  inc rease  the  
m e a s u re  of m y  rec e p t iv i ty  a n d  re ­
sponse.
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(^ faith  in ACTION
God Is Able and Willing

By Warren E. Foxworthy*

A fter  p r e a c h in g  for  o v e r  10 years , 
h a v in g  b e e n  o rd a in e d  for f ive years  a n d  
p re s e n t ly  p a s to r in g  m y  th i rd  c h u rc h ,  I 
h a v e  ju s t  d i s co v e re d  th e  sec re t  of t ru e  
p o w e r  in b o th  m y  life a n d  m y  p a s to r ­
ate .

T h a t  is no t  to  say th a t  m y  m in is try  
has  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  u n e v e n t fu l .  T o  
th e  co n tra ry ,  G o d  has b lessed  m y  m in ­
is try  b e y o n d  m y  w ild e s t  ex pec ta t ion s .  
H o w ev e r ,  1 no w  rea l ize  t h a t  H e  has 
d o n e  th is  w i th o u t  m y  h e lp  in a very  
rea l  sense.

All of m y  life I h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t  the  
p o w e r  of p rayer .  1 w as w ell  a w a re  of 
th e  s t a n d a rd  p ra v e r -p ro m ise  sc r ip tu re s  
su ch  as: "A sk ,  a n d  it shall be  g iv e n  
y o u ” (M a tt .  7 :7) ; “ H e  th a t  a ske th  re- 
c e iv e th  (M att .  7 :8) ; “ A nd  w h a tso e v e r  
ye shall ask in m y  n a m e ,  t h a t  will I do, 
th a t  th e  F a th e r  m a v  be  g lo r if ied  in th e  
S o n ” (John  14:13)'.

A nsw ers  to  p ra y e r  h av e  co m e  m y  
w a y  occasionally . R ig h t  th e re ,  h o w ­
ever ,  w as  m y  p ro b le m .  G o d  w a n ts  to  
a n sw e r  p ra y e r  m o re  th a n  ju s t  o cca ­
sionally. H e  w a n ts  to  a n sw e r  p ra y e r  
daily .  H e  d es i res  th a t  a n s w e re d  p ra y e r  
b e c o m e  a w ay  of life, a  life-s ty le  fo r  th e  
believer.

T h is  rev e la t io n  d a w n e d  u p o n  m e  a 
few  w eeks  ago  as I w as r e a d in g  a li t t le  
book .  T h e  P o w e r  o f  P osit ive  P raying,  
b y  Jo h n  Bisagno. O n e  s e n te n c e  in th a t  
bo ok  has rev o lu t io n ized  m y  life. B e­
c au se  of th a t  o n e  l ine  th a t  le a p e d  in to  
m y  co nsc iousness  f ro m  th e  w r i t te n  
p a g e ,  I h a v e  m o v e d  f ro m  th e  n e g a t iv e  
to th e  posi t ive  side of C h r is t i a n  living.

"Pastor, First Church, Port Arthur, Tex.

(I t r u s t  th a t  th e  r e a d e r  will n o t  be  u n ­
d u ly  h a rd  on  m e  for  m a k in g  th is  reve­
la t ion ,  fo r  I feel t h a t  m a n y  p e o p le  still 
ex is t  in th e  g re y  a re a  o f  life w h e re  I 
u sed  to  live.)

T h e  o n e  w r i t te n  line  th a t  has  so com ­
p le te ly  c h a n g e d  m y  life r e ad  as fol­
lows: “ F a i th  is n o t  b e l ie v in g  G o d  can; 
fa i th  is b e l i e v in g  G od  will.

T h e  m o m e n t  th e  full s ign if ican ce  of 
t h a t  p a ssag e  d a w n e d  u p o n  m e , I be­
c a m e  a c h a n g e d  p e rso n .  It  w as as if 
so m e  p a r t ic le  of fa i th  w as  ly ing dor­
m a n t  w i th in  m e  ju s t  a w a i t in g  such a 
b o ld  su g g es t io n  as this.

S ince  t h a t  m o m e n t  e v e ry  serm on I 
h a v e  p re a c h e d ,  e v e ry  ac t io n  i have 
ta k e n ,  e v e ry  w o rd  I h a v e  sp ok en  has 
b e e n  sc r e e n e d  th r o u g h  th e  m esh  of 
t h a t  o n e  sen ten ce .  I n t im a te d  by that 
t h o u g h t  is th e  id e a  th a t  th e  t ru e  prayer 
of fa i th  re leases  th e  h a n d s  of God on 
b e h a l f  of th e  b e l iever .  Also im plied  is 
th e  re a l iza t io n  t h a t  specific ,  faith-fil led 
p r a y e r  a lw ays  b r ing s  re su l ts— always 
w i th o u t  excep t ion !  W h e n  th e  true 
b e l ie v e r  p rays  th e  p ra y e r  o f  fa ith  and 
fu l ly  e x p ec ts  G o d  to  an sw er ,  th e n  God 
has o b l ig a te d  h im se l f  b y  H is  W ord  to 
a n sw e r  t h a t  p rayer .

In d e e d ,  m y  life has b e e n  changed .  I 
n o  lo n g e r  sing, “ F a i th  in G o d  can  move 
a  m ig h ty  m o u n t a in , ”  b u t  r a th e r  I now 
sing, “ F a i th  in  G od  w il l  move a 
m i g h ty  m o u n ta in ;  fa i th  w il l  ca lm  the 
t r o u b le d  sea. F a i th  w il l  m a k e  th e  desert 
like a fo u n ta in ;  fa i th  w il l  b r in g  the 
v ic to ry .”  A n d  w h e re a s  m a n y  people 
p r a y  so g e n e ra l ly  th a t  th e y  c a n ’t be 
su re  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  G o d  e v e r  answers
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the i r  p ray e rs ,  I h a v e  l e a r n e d  to  p ray  
specifically , e x p e c t in g  G o d  to  answ er.  
And P R A IS E  T H E  L O R D , H e  has 
an sw e re d  e v e ry  p r a y e r  I h a v e  p ra y e d  
since d is co v e r in g  th is  p o w e r  fo rm ula!

Su ch  B ible  p assag es  as: “ If ye hav e  
faith  as a g ra in  of m u s ta r d  seed, ye 
shall sav u n to  th is  m o u n ta in ,  R em o v e  
h e n c e  to  y o n d e r  p lace ;  a n d  it shall re ­
m ove; a n d  n o th in g  shall b e  im po ss ib le  
u n to  you ' (M a tt .  17:20); “ All th ings ,  
w h a ts o e v e r  ye shall ask in p ra y e r ,  b e ­
l i e v in g , ye shall r e c e iv e ” (M a t t .  21 :22) ;  
“ All th in g s  a re  poss ib le  to  h im  th a t

b e l i e v e th "  (M a rk  9:23) ;  an d ,  “ T h e r e ­
fore  I say u n to  you. All th in g s  w h a ts o ­
e v e r  ye p ray  a n d  ask for, b e l ie v e  th a t  
ye rece ive  th e m ,  a n d  ye shall hav e  
t h e m ” (M a rk  11:24, ASV), h av e  taken  
on e n t i r e ly  n ew  m e a n in g .  T h e  key 
th o u g h t  in  e a c h  p a ssage  b e in g  th a t  of 
fa i th ,  th e  key w o rd  b e in g  “ b e l i e v e .” 

A nsw ers  to p ra y e r  a re  n ow  c o m in g  
m y  w ay  e ve ry  day ,  a n d  m y  fa i th  in ­
c reases  as a resu lt  of e a ch  answ er.  T h is  
h a s  b e c o m e  a w a y  of life a n d  m in is try  
fo r  me. F a i th  is n o t  ju s t  b e l ie v in g  G od 
can;  fa i th  is also b e l ie v in g  G od  will!

A Venture in Faith

S te p p in g  o u t  on  fa i th  in 1970-71, a 
c h u rc h  th a t  h a d  a v e ra g e d  71 in S u n d a y  
school th e  p rev io u s  y ea r  p ro m ise d  
$ 4 ,500  in a “ F a i th  P ro m ise  O f fe r in g "  
for w o r ld  e v an g e l ism .  O v e r  96  p e rc e n t ,  
or 84,340, w as  g iven .  (T h e  G e n e ra l  
B u d g e t  fo r  t h a t  y e a r  w as S I , 370 .)

T h is  v e n tu r e  in fa i th  p r o d u c e d  
o th e r  b e n e f i t s  to th e  c h u r c h  b es ides  
an  in c rea se  in g iv ing .  T o  q u o te  the  
pas to r ,  “ L ast  y ea r  fo r  th e  first t im e  in 
six years  w e  h a d  an  inc rea se  in S u n d a y  
school a t t e n d a n c e .  W e  a v e ra g e d  85, 
w h ic h  w as  a 2 0  p e r c e n t  inc rea se  o ve r  
th e  a v e ra g e  of th e  p re v io u s  year. As 
fa r  as I h a v e  b e e n  ab le  to  f in d  ( s ea rch ­
in g  b a ck  records) ,  last y e a r  w as  th e  
first t im e  in th e  h is to ry  of th e  c h u rc h  
t h a t  all b u d g e t s  w e re  p a id  in full. W e  
a re  s h o w in g  n ea r ly  a 20 p e r c e n t  ga in  
in t i th e s  a n d  o ffe r ings ,  a n d  o u r  b u i ld -

By John R. Clayton
Missionary, Taiwan

in g  fu n d  is a b o u t  th e  sam e  o r  s l ightly  
h ig h e r  th a n  last year.  O u r  S u n d a y  
school o f fe r ing s  hav e  also in c r e a se d .” 

T h is  last O c to b e r  in th e i r  second  
m iss io n a ry  co n v e n t io n ,  th e  p e o p le  of 
th e  D rexe l  C h u r c h  of th e  N a z a re n e  in 
D ay to n ,  O h io ,  p ro m ise d  $7 ,000  for 
w o r ld  eva n g e l ism .  T h e  c o n v e n t io n  h a d  
b e e n  p r e c e d e d  b y  p ra y e r  a n d  p r e p a r a ­
t ion  b y  b o th  pas tor ,  m iss ion a ry  p res i­
d e n t ,  a n d  p eop le .  A goa l of $5 ,000  h ad  
b e e n  set; b u t  th e  m iss ion a ry  p re s id e n t ,  
21 -y ea r -o ld  S h ir ley  Phelps ,  w as  h o p in g  
for  $6,000. O n  S u n d a y  m o rn in g ,  a t  the  
r e q u e s t  o f  th e  pas tor ,  C ly d e  O. W aits ,  
I re a d  th e  a m o u n t s  p ro m ised .  T h e y  
in c lu d e d  such  p le d g e s  as $5 .00  p e r  
w eek ,  $10 .00  p e r  m o n th ,  $500 a n n u a l ­
ly, $30 .00  p e r  w eek , $832 an nu a lly ,  
a n d  as m u c h  as $100 p e r  m o n th .  W i th  
t h e  m iss io n a ry  p r e s id e n t  k e e p in g  to tal 
on  a b o a rd  c o v e re d  w i th  a m a p  of th e  
w o rld ,  w e  saw th e  a m o u n t  go  to  $7,000. 
T h a t  d a y  th e r e  w'ere a b o u t  110 in 
S u n d a y  school. T h e s e  w e re  o rd in a ry  
w o rk in g  p eo p le ,  g r e a t  in fa i th ,  c la im ­
in g  th e  p ro m ise s  of G o d  a n d  b e l iev ing  
t h a t  H e  will o p e n  to  t h e m  th e  w in d o w s  
of h e a v e n  a n d  p o u r  o u t  a b le ss in g  th a t  
th e r e  shall n o t  b e  ro o m  e n o u g h  to  re ­
ce ive  it.

October, 1972 35



H a d  I no t  b e e n  th e r e  on  th a t  S u n ­
d a y  m o r n in g  I w o u ld  h a v e  d o u b te d  
th a t  su ch  a sm all  g r o u p  of p e o p le  c o u ld  
d o  such  g re a t  th in g s  for C o d . It was 
in d e e d  a joy  a n d  p riv i leg e  to  b e  th e r e  
a n d  see th e i r  fa i th  ex p re s sed  n o t  only  
in w o rd  b u t  in d eed .

Tempted to 
QUIT?

By Wesley D. Tracy*

The  ch u r c h  is so w o r l d l y  a n d  l ib e r ­
al a n y m o r e  th a t  I a m  seriously  

t e m p te d  to  try  to  f in d  a n d  jo in  a m o re  
sp i r i tu a l  c h u rc h ,  ” c o m m e n te d  o ne  
m in is te r .

In  th e  sam e  m e e t in g  in a n o th e r  c o n ­
v e rsa t ion  a n o th e r  p a s to r  re m a rk e d ,  
“ W e  are  so h u n g  u p  o n  lega l ism  a n d  
n a r r o w -m in d e d n e s s  th a t  I d o n ’t k n ow  
h ow  m u c h  lo n g e r  I c a n  take  i t .”

T h e  c h u rc h  w as too  l ibera l  fo r  one, 
too  co n se rv a t iv e  for th e  o the r .  In a 
s t r a n g e  w ay  th e i r  d i f fe re n c e s  b ro u g h t  
th e m  to g e th e r  a t  o n e  p o in t— b o th  w ere  
t e m p te d  to  w a lk  out.

C o u ld  th e y  b o th  b e  r ig h t?  O r  b o th  
b e  w ro n g ?  R ig h t  o r  w ro n g ,  w e k n ow  
th a t  th e  C h u r c h  o n  e a r th  is im p e r f e c t—  
a lw ays  has b e e n  a n d  a lw ays  will be. 
B u t  w e m u s t  g u a r d  a g a in s t  a l lo w in g  th e  
i m p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  (o r  a 
c h u rc h )  to  k e e p  us fro m  b e in g  f ru itfu l  
se rvan ts  w i th in  it. W e  c a n ’t h o ld  o u t  
u n t i l  e v e ry th in g  sh ap es  u p  to  su it us 
b e fo re  w e u n w r a p  o u r  ta le n ts  a n d  p u t  
t h e m  to work. T h e  fac t  is t h a t - i f  th e  
c h u rc h  w e re  p e r f e c t  w e  w o u ld n ’t know  
it. W e  are  so im p e r fe c t  ourse lves,  we 
w o u ld n ’t b e  a b le  to  r eco g n iz e  it.

If th e  im p e r fe c t io n s  of th e  c h u rc h  
a re  t e m p t in g  y ou  to  q u i t ,  c o n s id e r  the  
sw ord  in  E d w a r d  R. Sill s p o e m  “ O p -

° Kansas City, Mo.

p o r t u n i t y . ” In th e  p o e m  th e  a u th o r  
v iew s a b a t t le  on  a d u s ty  p la in . As the  
b a t t le  r ag e d

A prince’s banner
Wavered, then staggered backward, 

h em m ed  by foes.
A craven hung along the battle's edge.
A n d  thought, " Had I a sword o f keener  

steel—
That blue blade that the king's son 

bears— but this
Blunt thing!’’ He snapped and f lu n g  it 

from  his hand
And, lowering, crept away and left the 

field.
Then came the king's son, wounded, 

sore bestead.
A n d  weapoidess, and saw the broken 

sword.
Hilt-buried in the dry and trodden 

sand.
A n d  ran a n d  s n a tc h e d  it, a n d  with  

battle-shout
L i f t e d  a fresh  he h e w e d  his e n e m y  

down.
A nd  saved a great cause that heroic 

day.
N o w  y o u r  c h u rc h ,  pas to r ,  is th e  w ea­

p o n  w h ic h  G o d  in His wise p rov idence  
has g iv en  you  to  h ac k  o u t  significant 
sp ir i tua l ,  m o ra l ,  a n d  social victories 
fo r  His k in g d o m .

T ru e ,  it m a y  re s e m b le  th e  sw ord in 
th e  p o e m .  It m a y  b e  b lu n t e d  by  world­
liness a n d  m a te r ia l i sm ,  n ick ed  by 
h a c k -m a rk s  of le ga l ism ; p o r t io n s  of the 
c u t t in g  e d g e  m a y  b e  c h ip p e d  aw ay  by 
le th a rg y .  It m a y  be  o u t  of balance 
to w a rd  se c o n d a ry  s t a n d a rd s  of success 
o r  tw is ted  w i th  d o g m a t ic  a d h e re n c e  to 
a n t i q u a t e d  m e t h o d s — c e r ta in ly  it isn't 
p e rfec t .  N o  o n e  e v e r  sa id  it was! But 
it is still th e  w e a p o n  th a t  G od  has put 
in to  y o u r  h an d .  It is still th e  b e s t  wea­
p o n  you  can  f in d  to  w ie ld  ag a in s t  sin 
a n d  Satan .

So fu ss in g  a b o u t  b lu n tn e s s  o r  tossing 
o u r  w e a p o n s  a w a y  b e c a u s e  th e y  have 
w e ak n esse s  is no t  th e  p a th  of wisdom. 
P e rh a p s  w e  sh o u ld  ta k e  o u r  swords 
“ w i th  b a t t l e - s h o u t  l i f ted  a f r e s h ” and, 
like th e  p r in c e  in th e  p o e m ,  w e just 
m ig h t  see a “ g re a t  c a u s e ” saved.
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GLEANINGS Jl M j|
from the Greek 7 , |

I Cor. 7:1-9
“ F orn ica t ion” or "T h e  F orn ica tions” ?
“ Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let 

every man have his own wife, and let every 
woman have her own husband” (v. 2). This 
seems to suggest a low motive for marriage. 
But instead of “ to avoid fornication, ' the 
Greek reads: “ on account of the fornica­
tions. The NASI? renders it correctly, “ be­
cause of immoralities, for porneia  is used 
in the New Testam ent for all kinds of im­
morality, including adultery and homosex­
uality.

I he reason for Paul’s admonition was 
that Corinth was at that time perhaps the 
most immoral city in the world. Cases of 
immorality were to be seen on every side. 
The NEB puts it well: “ because there is so 
much immorality.” The Christians at Co­
rinth were safer to be married, since they 
had to live in such immoral surroundings.

“ D ue  B enevolence”
The Greek is simply ten opheilen  (v. 3). 

This comes from the verb opheilo,  which 
means, “ I owe. S« it means “ one’s due .” 
The correct translation is “ w hat is due  her 
(NEB). The context suggests that the refer­
ence is to " h e r  conjugal rights, that is, 
normal marriage relationships. Both hus­
band and wife owe this to each other. Peo­
ple who are not prepared to do this should 
not be married.

“ D e f ra u d ” or “ D ep r iv e” ?
The verb is apostereo (v. 5). Its earliest 

meaning was "steal, rob.” Then  it came to 
signify "d e f rau d ,” as we use that term to­
day. But the context (cf. v. 3) suggests that 
Paul is saying, “ Do not deprive one an­
other” (Weymouth). O ne could sav “ re­
fuse” (RSV) or "d e n y ” (NEB). Phillips, 
with his paraphrase, spells it all out: " D o  
not cheat each other of normal sexual inter­
course. This is rather obviously the cor­
rect meaning.

“ C onsen t” or “ A g reem en t” ?
It is the adjective sijmplionos, which is 

compounded of syn, “ together,” and

phone, “ sound.” So the literal meaning is 
“ agreeing in sound.” Metaphorically it is 
used in the sense of “ harmonious, agree­
ing.” So the phrase here means “ by agree­
ment.

T his adjective occurs only here in the 
New Testament. The same is true (if the 
noun symphonia  (Luke 15:25), which 
meant a musical symphony. All this sug­
gests that married life should be a true sym­
phony, with no jarring, discordant sounds. 
It s the “ sour notes” in marriage that ruin 
the symphony. We keep in tune with each 
other when we all follow the Maestro, 
Christ.

“ G ive” or "D e v o te ” ?
We do not find here the common word 

for "g ive” —didomi.  Rather the verb is 
scholasete, from which we get "scholastic.” 
W ha t’s the connection?

The verb scholazo comes from the noun 
schole. Originally this meant "freedom 
from labor, leisure. In later Greek it was 
used for " a  place where there is leisure for 
anything, a school” (Thayer). This is its 
meaning in the only place where it is found 
in the New Testament, Acts 19:9. Learning 
takes time. Someone has said, "W ithout 
leisure there is no true education. Proba­
bly that is the reason there are so few really 
educated people today. Most of us don’t 
take time to think. Even in school there is 
so much busy work that the students have 
little time for thinking through the m ean­
ing of life.

The verb used here originally meant " to  
cease from labor ”; then “ to be free from 
labor, to be at leisure . . .  to have leisure for 
a thing, i.e. to give one’s self to a thing” 
(Thayer). Abbott-Smith spells it out even 
more clearly: " to  he at leisure, hence, to 
have time or opportunity for, to devote  
oneself to.’’ The best translation here is 
“ devote.”

By Ralph Earle
Professor of New Testament 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Kansas City, Mo.
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“ F ast ing” ? always passive in the New Testament. But
Paul says that the husband and wife almost all the modern translations agree

should not deprive each other of normal that the correct meaning is “ to be aflame
married relationship except by mutual with passion (RSV). W eym outh  had: For
agreement for a short time, “ that ye may marriage is better than the fever of pas-
give yourselves to fasting and prayer.” sion. As usual, the NASB gives a literal
But the oldest and best Greek manuscripts rendering, " to  b urn ,” but it adds in the
— the third-century Papyrus 46, together margin: “ I.e., burn with passion.
with all the fourth- and fifth-century manu- Robertson and Plummer call attention to
scripts and the earliest versions—do not the fact that the verbs contain and
have "fasting here. They simply mention "b u rn  are in the present tense of continu-
“ prayer.” The strong emphasis on fasting ous action. They comment: "A  prolonged
was a part of the development of asceticism and painful struggle seems to be intended;
in the Early Church, under the evil influ- a condition quite fatal to spiritual peace
ence of Gnosticism. This heresy taught that and growth (ibid., p. 139).
all spirit is good and all matter is evil; so It is true that in our day, as at ancient
the physical body must be suppressed as Corinth, when the Christian is surrounded
an evil thing. The first chapter of Genesis by flagrant, blatant immorality, the safest 
teaches that God created m atter  and called 
it "good .” W hen He crowned it all with 
the creation of man. He surveyed the re­
sults and pronounced them "very good 
(Gen. 1:31). Asceticism is a denial of 
biblical theology.

“ Incon tinency”
This is an archaic translation of akrasia 

(only here and Matt. 23:25). The proper 
rendering todav is "lack of self-control '
(Weymouth, RSV, NEB, NASB).

“ Perm iss ion” or “ Concession” ?
The apostle states that the advice given 

in verse 5 he speaks "b y  permission, and 
not of commandment. 4’he noun syn- 
gnom e  means “ concession. Robertson and 
Plummer write: "T h e  word occurs nowhere 
else in N.T. and is very rare in LXX. In 
a footnote they comment: " By permission 
(AV) is ambiguous; it might mean, I 
am permitted by God to say as much as 
this’ . . .  It means By way of concession : 
he is telling people that they may marry, 
not that they must do so” (ICC, p. 135).

“ C on ta in"  or “ H ave Self-control” ?
The verb egkrateuo  (v. 9) occurs only 

here and in 9:25. It means " to  exercise self- 
control," and that is the way to translate 
it here.

“ B urn” or “ Be Aflam e” ?
On the surface, verse 9 could be taken as 

meaning: " I t  is better to marry than to burn 
forever in hell. It is true that the verb 
pyroo (from pyr, "f ire" )  means “ to be set 
on fire, to bu rn” (Abbott-Smith)— it is

most people is a normal mar­
ried life. That was whai God ordained in 
Eden, and it is still Ilis pattern lor human 
beings.

God’s Day Will Surely Come

T e x t : II Pet. 3:10

I n t h o d l c t k ) \ :  Peter’s prophecy in this 
verse requires no stretch of the imagina­
tion in these days of nuclear fission.

Not only the Hebrew and Christian 
prophets, but even the ancient Greek phil­
osophers, taught of a coming geological 
conflagration.

The day o f  the Lord  is an important doc­
trine in biblical prophecy. Nothing is more 
certain, more disconcerting, more devasta­
ting.

J. B. Phillips translation is graphic: 
"Yet it remains true that the day of the 
Lord will come as suddenly and unex­
pectedly as a thief. In that day the heavens 
w ill disappear in a terrific tearing blast; the 
very elements will disintegrate in heat and 
the earth and all that is in it will be burned 
up to nothing.
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I. T h e  D a y  o f  t h e  L o r d  I s S i g n i f i c a n t

A. God's day in history
1. It is God's decisive day of interven­

tion in history for the judgm ent of m an­
kind, the vindication of His kingly rule, 
the redemption of His people, and the con­
summation of His purposes.

2. It is a supra-historical das1, when 
God’s foes, celestial and terrestrial, are 
destroyed and His universal reign estab­
lished.

B. As predicted in prophecy
1. It is a concept that increases in detail 

and portent from the earliest of the writing 
prophets to the New Testam ent apostles.

2. It is ushered in by Chris t’s return and 
is filled with cataclysmic portents in the 
physical world. Its chief concern is with 
moral issues, however. It is probably an 
indefinite time span, rather than a single 
24-hour day. It is always twofold in the 
biblical picture: redemptive and retribu­
tive. It brings deliverance to God’s people 
and destruction and judgm ent  to His foes. 
It culminates in the conflagration and 
judgm ent and is succeeded by the new hea­
vens and new earth.

3. After Noah’s flood, it is the second 
great world cataclysm.

II. T h f  D ay  o f  t h e  L o r d  Is C e r t a i n .

A. In spite o f  delays it W I L L  come.
1. Peter’s expression "will come is em ­

phatic here.
2. Though  still future it is nonetheless 

certain.
3. We are now 2,000 years nearer to it 

than when Peter spoke.
B. God has the time appointed.
1. In spite of the mockers.
2. In the secret councils of His own wis­

dom.

III. T h e  D ay  o f  t h e  L o r d  Is S u d d e n .

A. Unexpected
1. "W ith  a sudden surprise to the skeptic 

scoffers, it w ill catch them in the midst of 
their scoffs and rob them of their argu­
ment (W h e d o n ).

2. Note the emphasis upon this sudden­
ness in Rev. 3:3: 16:15.

3. Vet it need not be so to those who 
w atch and observe the signs of its coming.

B. Unannounced
1. "L ike  a thief in the night,” without 

warning. Matt. 24:43; Mark 13:33; Luke 
12:39.

2. Peter remembered Christ’s answers 
to his own questions about it.

IV . T h e  D ay  o f  t h e  L o r d  I s  S e a r i n g .

A. Dissolving all things with its burning  
heat  (v. 11).

1. The heavens depart w ith a loud blast. 
The Greek indicates a "crashing roar.” 
Isa. 34:4; Rev. 6:14.

2. The elements will disintegrate with 
scorching heat. By elements we may under­
stand simply the rudiments of which any­
thing is compounded. For the ancient 
Greeks these were earth, air, water, and 
fire.

3. The "earth-works” will disappear in 
consuming fire. We say "b u rned  up ; the 
Greek here says “ burned down.

B. Thus will the theatre o f  human his­
tory go down into nonexistence.

Some manuscripts read: "The earth and 
the works therein shall not be found.’

Y. Tiie D ay o f  t h e  L o r d  Is S u m m a r y .

A. Without ceremony or delay. Cata­
clysmic, in other words. Rev. 20:11; I John 
2:17.

B. The great consummation
1. The final great summation of events 

in world history.
2. A final dramatic completion of the 

divine program on a worldw ide scale.
3. After this comes the "new  heavens’ 

and the "new earth. ” (See Wiley, Christian 
Theology , Vol. Ill, pp. 387-93.)

C o n c l u s i o n : God’s day w ill surely come—  

what then?
Respite runs out.
Retribution returns.
Today is “ m an’s little day ; tomorrow is 

“ God s great day.
“ Watch ye therefore, says Jesus. Mark 

13:32-37.
(Further theological study on this theme might in­

clude: A. B. Davidson, Theo logy o f the  O ld  Testam ent, 
pp. 374-84; II. Orton Wiley. C hristian Theology. Vol.
II I. pp.. 306-19; and for a good general discussion of 
New Testament esehatology see Floyd Y. Filson, Jesus  
C hrist the  Risen L ord. C hapter 11.)

R o s s  E . P h ick
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The Need for 
Spiritual Strength

T e x t : Isa. 4 0 : 2 8 - 3 1

P u r p o s e : T o show that, for holy living, 
spiritual power and strength come to the 
Christian by God’s graciousness.

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Strength for holy living is 
needed by all Christians and is received 
from God by faith and trust in His om nip­
otence. This strength can and must be 
utilized in the Christian’s daily walk.

During the construction of one of the 
East River bridges in New York City, the 
engineers were baffled by an old sunken 
barge which lay em bedded  in the river 
bottom. Powerful engines, steel cables, 
derricks, and rafts were all powerless to 
move the obstruction. A young man, fresh 
out of technical college, received permis­
sion to try his hand at moving the barge. 
At low tide he had a large barge towed to 
the spot and the ends of it tied to the sunk­
en barge. As the tide came in, the floating 
barge rose, pulling with it the sunken 
wreck. The young engineer had linked to 
his task the limitless power of the ocean 
tides. Christians can link the might of God 
with their tasks if they want to be effective. 
W hoever consecrates himself to any aim 
or task that is in accordance with God s 
will always has the limitless power of God 
linked with his own effort. Let us look at 
the words of the prophet Isaiah to see what 
suggestions he has for strength in holy 
living.

I. The Source of This Strength

A. God gives power and strength
(v. 29).
1. Acts 1:8— God's Spirit empow­

ering man for service and dedi­
cation.

2. The Holy Spirit is the needed 
factor in m an’s life. Il lus.: dis­
ciples before and after Pente­
cost.

B. God’s power is everlasting (v. 28).
1. M an’s ability is not enough.
2. Even the strength and power of 

youth fail.

II . T he  N eed  o f  This Strength

Many in the Church  are in need of 
spiritual strength:
A. The joyless person— no joy in serv­

ing God and man.
B. The halfhearted— will not give 

God his all.
C. The fain thearted— has no courage 

to try, therefore never succeeds or 
fails.

D The tem pted— open to undue 
temptation.

III .  The  M etho d  o f  Receiving This 
Strength

A. It is received as a gift from God.
B. The kev to receiving is "waiting” 

(v. 3 1 ) /
1. A confidence, trust, faith that 

God will not desert His people.
Ill us.: Israelites waiting upon 
God throughout their history.

2. Not  a “ rocking chair faith, but 
confidence in action— faith at 
work.

3. “ Waiting while you work. Be­
lieving God for the moment and 
the next minute.

IV. The A daptabili ty  o f  this Strength
A. God’s strength for holy living can 

meet the situation, whatever it 
might be.
1. Causes the weary to run (v. 31)
2. Causes the faint to walk (v. 31)

B. God’s strength can enable man to:
1. Resist temptation
2. Endure trials and problems
3. Become more like Christ
4. Be steadfast in faith
5. Be joyful in the midst of sorrow
6. Be perseverant

C o n c l u s i o n : God’s power and strength can 
help you reach higher levels of holy living 
and deeper depths of consecration to 
H i m  and His service.

Do you have this strength?
Do you trust God for every moment of 

every day and have that confidence in ac­
tion?

H a r o l d  O. P arry
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Entire Sanctification 
Is for Believers

Sc r ip t u r e : I Thess. 3:13; 5:23-24

I n t r o d u c t io n : The Apostle Paul was very 
much concerned about the church at Thes- 
salonica. He w anted  to see them  established 
and in the highest possible experience. The 
church was founded on the second mission­
ary journey (Acts 17:1-10).

Paul, Silas, and Timothy were forced 
to leave after three Sabbaths. In his con­
cern, Paul sent Tim othy to them. Timothy 
re turned with a good report.

It is from Paul’s expression of his regard 
for the Thessalonians and the prayers in 
our text that we have one of the strongest 
arguments for entire sanctification in the 
New Testament.

I. C h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o k  t h e  C h u r c h

A. Called brethren by Paul (1:2, 4; 
2:1; 5:14— 14 times altogether).

B T hey  had accepted the gospel.
1. Had been persecuted (1:6; 2:14).
2. Were examples to others (1:7-8).

C. Paul spoke highly of their Christian 
lives (1:3).
1. Work of faith
2. Labor of love (Cf. 1:8.)
3. Patience of hope
4. A people possessing active faith, 

laboring to bring others in, and 
enduring patiently the trials of 
life (not letting outward condi­
tions make slaves of them)

D. O ther  high commendations
1. Lovers of the brethren (4:9).
2. Received the tru th  as the Word 

of God and not as of men (2:13).
3. They were looking for the return 

of the Lord (4:13 ff.).
E. The Thessalonians were exemplary 

Christians to the extent that Paul 
called them his crown of rejoicing. 
They were his glory and joy (2:19- 
20). They were proof that God had 
sent Paul and his fellow workers to 
Thessalonica as true messengers of 
the gospel.

I I .  P a u l ’ s P r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  T h e s s a l o n ­

ia n s
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A. That they be established “ unblame-
able in holiness’’ (3:10-13). They
were not yet established.

B. T ha t they be sanctified wholly (5:23)
1. After all his commendations and 

instructions, his prayer is that 
“ the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly. ”

2. Word means " to  purify” or " to  
make holy.

3. The life Paul prays for them to 
have in the prayer in the last 
of 3:13, he here prays for them 
to obtain.

4. Why? So that they would be pre­
served blameless unto the coming 
of the Lord.

5 Not that they be sanctified at 
death, in purgatorial fires, or 
grow into it, but now, so they can 
be preserved.
lllus.: Housewife preserves only 
fruit that is sound and whole— 
cuts out spots and core. “ God 
does not propose to preserve men 
with sin in their hearts; He first 
cleanses the heart from all sin 
by the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost and fire, and then pre­
serves blameless” (C. W. Ruth).

6. Whole being can be sanctified by 
God— spirit, soul, and body.

7. The promise: “ Faithful is he that 
calleth you, who also will do it.”

C o n c l u s io n : Here is the picture of a church 
of which Paul thought very highly. He had 
reason to think this way, as we have seen. 
Any church should rejoice to receive these 
commendations. Yet Paul’s prayer is that 
they be sanctified. Here is clear, biblical 
proof that entire sanctification is for be­
lievers only.

A l l a n  W. M i l l e r

The Pentecostal Preaching
S c r i p t u r e : Acts 2 : 1 4 - 4 2  ( R S V )

T e x t : v v . 2 1 - 4 2

The coming of the Spirit at Pentecost 
launched the Church upon a ministry that



we attem pt to emulate today. Let vis study
Peter’s message and the crowd’s response 
in order to understand better what we are 
trying to achieve in our services today.

I. T h e  S e r m o n  ( v v . 2 1- 3 6 )

A. Text: v. 21, quoted from Joel 2:32
B. Proposition: Jesus is that Lord upon 

whom men may call for salvation.
C. Argument:

1. He was crucified as planned by 
God (vv. 22-23).

2. He was raised as promised by 
God (vv. 24-35).
a. David prophesied the Resur­

rection.
b. The outpoured Spirit evi­

denced the Resurrection.
D Conclusion: "God has made him 

both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified’ (v. 36). 

Throughout, the emphasis is upon the 
acts of God (vv. 23-24, 32, 36).

II. T h e  I n v i t a t i o n  ( v v . 37-40)
A. The hearers convicted: “ W hat shall 

we do? " (v. 37) \
B. The convicted instructed: “ Repent, 

and be baptized . . . for the for­
giveness of sins” (vv. 38-39).
1. Blended divine grace and hu­

man responsibility
2. Fortified appeal with promise

C. The instructed exhorted: “ Save 
yourselves . . .” (v. 40).

I I I .  T h e  R e s p o n s e  ( v v .  4 1 - 4 2 )

A. Faith: “ Received his word . . .” 
(v. 41)

B. New Life (v. 42)
1. Intellectually: “ The apostles’ 

doctrine . . .”
2. Socially: “ Fellowship . . .”
3. Spiritually: “ The breaking of 

bread, and in prayers . . .”
The acts of God upon which the message 

and response were grounded are enduring 
in their merit and power and claims and 
effects. To us God addresses His Word, 
setting the risen Jesus before us as Lord and 
Christ, calling us to repent and believe, 
and promising us new life and forgiveness 
and cleansing by His outpoured Spirit.

W. E. M cC umber

A Sincere Prayer Heard

S c r ip t u r e : M a t t .  9:18-26

I n t r o d u c t io n : Jesus ears are always open 
to the faintest cry of those who call upon 
H im  in the hour of great need. Whenever 
a man relies upon Jesus in great distress, 
l ie  is always near to lend a helping hand. 
From this scripture we see:

I. A F a t h e r  W h o  W as  D e t e r m in e d  to  

G e t  H e l p  ion  O n e  H e  L o v e d —“ My 
daughter .”
A. Ilis concern was greatly manifest­

ed.
1. This daugh ter  was the “ apple of 

his eve.
2. He would not be thwarted in 

his efforts for her healing.
B. Her condition dem anded  immedi­

ate attention. Divine intervention
was necessary.

II. A F a t i ie u  W h o  W as  D e v o t e d  t o  G od 

a n d  Ilis  H o u s e —“ A certain ruler . . . 
worshipped him.
A. His prayer and desire were not 

superficial.
B. His position and prestige did not 

lessen his faith in God. He des­
perately held to the promises of 
God.

III. A F a t h e r  W i io  W as  D e l ig h t e d  in 

H is D a u g h t e r ' s R e s t o r a t io n —“ The 
maid arose.”
A. A demonstration of Christ's power 

was manifested.
B. Christ can raise those w ho are dead 

in sin to newness of life.
C. Christ can furnish the power of de­

liverance when we exercise the 
faith.

D Christ rewards those who diligent­
ly seek Him.

C o n c l u s io n : Christ is the Answer to our 
needs, w hether there be sickness or death, 
or whatever. A sincere plea for mercy will 
not go unnoticed or unheard.

H e n r y  T. B e y e r ,  J r .
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Some Marks of a Christian

Sc r ip t u r e : I Pot. 1:17-25

I n t r o d u c t i o n : I f  you profess to be a 
Christian, certain tilings should be char­
acteristic of your lite:

I You will live a reverent, careful life
(v. 17).

II You will pray regularly (v. 17).

III. You were redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ (vv. 18-19).

IV You believe in God through Jesus 
Christ (v. 21 ).

\  . You have faith and hope (v. 21).

\  I. You are entirely sanctified (v. 22).

VII. You will love others (v. 22).

\  111 You have a scriptural experience (vv. 
23-25).

W i l l i a m  C. S i m m e r s

Neglected Salvation

T e x t : 1 leb. 2:1

I n t r o d u c t i o n : This text should be the con­
cern of everv individual today. Failing to 
give heed to Cod's  Word will only jeopar­
dize one’s destiny. We need grace to carry 
out the dem ands suggested in this verse of 
scripture. Let us understand the importance 
of this tremendous text.

I. W h y  I s T h is  S a l v a t io n  S o  G r e a t ?

A. Because its Author is great (Ps. 
104:1).
1. He possesses unerring ability 

and creative skill (Ps. 78:72).
2. He has absolute sovereignty and 

authority ( Ps. 105:39, 41).
3. He is unchanging in veracity 

and faithfulness (Ps. 33:4).
B. Because of 11 is plan and purpose 

for m an’s redem ption (Rom. 5:21).

II W h y  Is T h is  S a l v a t io n  S o  T e r r ib l y

N E C L E C T E D ?

A. Because of the hardness of man s 
heart (Acts 28:27). Neglect means 
to disregard or to overlook.
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B. Because of the blindness of m an’s 
eyes (I Cor. 4:4). He fails to see the 
seriousness of sheer neglect and its 
consequences (Gal. 6:8).
Illus.: Bitter consequences result 
when a man neglects his family, 
job, body, soul, etc.

I I I .  W h y  I s T h is  E s c a p e  So I m p o s s ib l e ?

A He cannot evade a guilty con­
science. Why? Ps. 51:9. It is an in­
separable companion (Ps. 51:3).

B. He cannot escape the damnation 
of hell (Rev. 20:13-14). He stands 
alone at judgm ent when sentence 
is passed (Rom. 14:12).

IV. W h a t  Is t h e  O n l y  M e a n s  o f  E s c a p e ?

A. Faith in Christ and genuine re­
pentance (John 14:5; Rom. 5:1; 
I John 1:9)

B. Full reliance upon the saving and 
keeping power of our Lord (Jude 
24).

C o n c l u s io n : If there is the slightest provo­
cation concerning your rejection of truth 
and light, and you have thereby resolved 
to give your heart and life to Jesus in full 
surrender, I beg of you to trust Him now.

H e n k y  T .  B e y e h , Jh.

Election year—
Many politicians w ho have been swept 

into office should have been brushed 
aside.

o a o a

Better be one-sided than two-faced.

COUNT YOUR TREASURE
Count your garden by the flowers, 

Never by the leaves that fall.
Count your day by golden hours;

Don't remember clouds at all.

Count your nights by stars, not sha­
dows;

Count your life by smiles, not tears; 
And, with joy  on every birthday,

Count your age by fr iends— not 
years.

A u t h o r  U n k n o w n



By Asa H. Sparks*

Sunday School 
Administration

1. W hen  the education com m ittee  gets 
ready to appoint Sunday school teachers, 
instead of asking for another request to 
serve, ask for a worker-interest survey. Pre­
pare a questionnaire on which people can 
answer such questions as: What has been 
personally satisfying this year? W hat has 
been difficult? How do you feel the Lord 
leads for the future? Are you willing to take 
CST courses? Do you wish to discuss m at­
ters with the pastor?

2. A balloon launch  can really be excit­
ing for your Sunday school. Have your 
balloons all ready at the close of the morn­
ing worship. It will take about 30 seconds 
to fill and launch each balloon. Have each 
person present sign a single card of invita­
tion. An award can be promised to the per­
son who mails in the card from the balloon 
that travels the greatest distance.

3. For your next Valentine’s attendance  
promotion, try sending half a heart to peo­
ple, telling them you will give them the 
other half of the heart when they come on 
Sunday.— Grestview, III.

4. Old-timers’ day  at Louisville First 
Church brought out six who were over 100 
years of age. A choir was made up of those 
80 years and older. A sermon was delivered 
by a retired preacher— in this case, only 
115 years old.

5. Stir a little excitement  into your 
Sunday school with an All-States Day. An­
nounce that you will check the states to see 
where people were born.

6. A color-coded visitation system  may 
put life into your calling program. Lise 
green cards for contacting a new prospect;

° Pastor, Gastonia, N.C.

a yellow card the first Sunday when some­
one is absent; a caution card of orange for 
two Sundays’ absence; a danger card of 
red for missing three Sundays; a casualty 
card of gray for those missing a month. 
Have a hook for each class in the Sunday 
school and hang the cards on the hooks 
each Sunday morning or evening.

7. A workable visitation program  can be 
designed by selecting a specific group of 
10 visitors for a specific length of 10 weeks 
and giving them specific prospects of two 
per week, leaving the time of visit up to 
them. Several of these small groups can he 
reappointed periodically and rotated in the 
church.

8. It will amaze you  to learn how much 
your children in Sunday school know or 
don’t know. Try a group of insight ques­
tions such as: Why do we pray? W hat is sin? 
W here is heaven? Although the answers 
will seem humorous, they w ill reveal our 
tragic weaknesses.

9. An easy them e to build  a special-day 
program around is railroads. Classes can he 
Beginnersville, Primary Junction, etc. For 
the program use timetables.

10. Child Evangelism Fellowship, Box 
1156, Grand Rapids, Mich., provides many 
special flannelgraph stories which can be 
used effectively by the children’s teacher. 
These, of course, should be a supplement 
to the superb N u-Vu  materials provided by 
the Nazarene Publishing House.

11. No one likes to be last, and you have 
all heard of “ skunk awards. Have you 
tried an “ awful cup ? This is awarded to 
the class with the lowest a ttendance each 
Sunday. This can be made from an old lard 
can.

12. D a y t im e r  Corp.,  A llen to w n ,  Pa. 
18105, has several tips on time use that are 
helpful to pastors. Write them for their 
catalog.

REVIVAL
A revival is no more a miracle than a 

crop o f  wheat. In any co m m u n i ty  revival 
can be secured from  heaven when heroic 
souls enter the conflict de term ined  to win 
or die— or if  need be to win and die!

— C h a r l e s  G. F in n e y
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BULLETIN g - l  BARREL

A Layman’s Prayer—

God bless our church and Sunday school 
And those w ho  ga ther  there.

And bring their hearts  to T hee ,  d ea r  Lord, 
In fellowship and prayer.

God ble ss the trustees of our church;
Help them  in every way.

Give them  the strength  to work for Thee  
T hrough  every passing day.

God bless the children  of our church;
Shield them  from every wrong.

H elp  th em  to follow in Thy  steps,
And keep them  well and strong.

God ble ss the pastor of our church.
T each  him to preach  T hy  W ord;

Give him the pow er to tell of Thee  
Til every heart  is stirred.

God bless the s tewards of our church;
Keep them  faithful day by day,

Tha t they may help some soul th a t ’s lost 
Or one th a t’s gone astray.

W ith  heart  uplifted now, d ea r  Lord,
These thoughts I bring  to Thee.

God bless our church and Sunday school. 
They m ean so m uch to me!

Author unknow n 
D u n d e e  Hills Messenger

AN EFFICIENT CHURCH—
— M aintains  a devotional a tm osphere  
— Exalts Jesus Christ 
— Stimulates evangelist ic  passion 
— Carries  out an educa t iona l ideal 
— Exercises fra ternal  sympathy 
— Fosters w holesom e social contacts 
— C reates  a missionary spirit 
— R equires  a sacrificial life 
— Gives the tithe to the Lord 
— W orships the  L ord  in the beau ty  of 

holiness
— First C hurch ,  Ashland, Ky.

e t» a

You c an ’t get a grain of faith into a dis­
obedien t heart.

A Bible Reading-Preaching 
Program

(Continued from page 5) 
r e a d in g -p re a c h in g  p la n  for  o v e r  10 
years , it is the  s t ro n g  p o in t  of m y  m in is ­
try. 1 a m  a m a z e d  h ow  G od  o p e n s  sc r ip ­
tu re .  S om e  sc r ip tu re  I m ig h t  no rm a l ly  
b y p ass  has  b e e n  th e  ideal th e m e  for a 
c e r t a in  t im e  of th e  year. F o r  e x am p le ,  
an  E a s te r  m e ssa g e  fro m  R evela t ion : 
“ I a m  he  th a t  live th , a n d  w as d e a d ;  
a n d ,  b e h o ld ,  I a m  a live for e v e rm o re ,  
A m e n ;  a n d  h av e  th e  keys of hell a n d  
of d ea th .

O n  o ccas ion  a to u c h y  s i tu a t io n  has 
a r ise n  in th e  c h u rc h ,  a n d  I m a rv e l  how  
G o d  has h a d  th e  r ig h t  sc r ip tu re  fo r  th e  
s i tua t io n .  W h i le  th e  W o rd  w o u ld  hit 
h a rd ,  I w as n o t  p r e a c h in g  a t  peo p le ,  
b u t  p r e a c h in g  th e  Bible a n d  le t t in g  
G o d ’s W o rd  d o  its work.

N o w  in r e sp o n se  to  Dr. H a l ly ’s ex­
h o r ta t io n  m e n t io n e d  ear l ie r ,  I w ish  to 
say th a t  a  Bible r e a d in g -p re a c h in g  p ro ­
g r a m  is co n f in ing .  Yes! C o n f in in g  as a 
h ig h w a y  is co n f in in g .  I sup po se ,  if you 
w ish ed ,  in d r iv in g  in th e  W e s t  you 
c o u ld  leave  th e  h ig h w a y ,  go  th r o u g h  
th e  s a g e b ru sh  a n d  th e  tu m b le w e e d s ,  
a n d  kick u p  a b ig  c lou d  of dust .  But 
if you w a n t  to  go  w h e re  th e  p eo p le  are  
a n d  m a k e  d e f in i t e  p rogress ,  you  a cc ep t  
th e  c o n f in e m e n t  of th e  h igh w ay .  If 
yo u  w a n t  to  s tay  o u t  of th e  sa g e b ru sh  
a n d  a  lot of w in d b lo w n  tu m b le w e e d ,  
p o n d e r  th e  t e s t im o n y  of this  o rd in a ry  
p r e a c h e r  w h o  re jo ices  in th e  s t r e n g th  
of G o d ’s W o rd  in his m in is t ry  th r o u g h  
a p la n n e d  p re a c h in g  pro gram .

Experience is not w hat happens to a 
man. It  is w hat a m an  does w ith  w hat h ap ­
pens to him. —Aldous Huxley

a  a  o

Voter: “ W hy, I w ou ldn’t vote for you if 
you w ere  St. Peter  him self .”

Candidate: “ If I w ere St. Peter , you 
w ou ld n ’t be in my dis tric t.”
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Revival Preaching
(Continued  from  page 9) 

m in is t ry  to  e sc a p e  suffer ing .
T h e  e v a n g e l is t  m u s t  n e v e r  th in k  

p r im a r i ly  of w h a t  th e  c h u rc h  c an  d o  for 
h im ,  b u t  o f  h o w  G o d  can  use  h im  to be  
a b lessing . T h e  p r e a c h e r  m a y  no t  see 
th e  w o rld  ju s t  as Je su s  d id ,  h u t  he  m u s t  
try. O n e  m a y  n o t  feel th e  t r a g e d y  of a 
soul b e in g  lost as th e  F a th e r  does ,  b u t  
h e  m u s t  p ray  th a t  G od  will h e lp  h im  to 
d o  so.

If th e  e v a n g e l i s t  p rays , s tud ies ,  an d  
p re p a r e s  e a c h  s e rm o n  to  th e  re a s o n ­
a b le  bes t  of his  ab il i ty ,  h e  will f in d  it

e a s ie r  to tru s t  th e  F o rd  for  th e  o u t ­
com e. A n d  he  w ill f ind  n e e d e d  u n c t io n  
w h e n  th e  h o u r  to  p r e a c h  arrives.

M y  p r a y e r  is th a t  in th e s e  last day s  
G o d  will m a k e  e a c h  e v a n g e l i s t  a s t ron g  
p r e a c h e r  of th e  W o rd ,  p o w e r fu l  in 
fee l in g  a n d  th o u g h t ,  c o n s e c r a te d  to 
G o d ’s will, d e d i c a t e d  to  th e  g rea t  
t r u th s  of b ib l ica l  d o c tr in e ,  a n d  a w a r ­
rior ag a in s t  evil. M a y  th e  b le s sed  Holy 
Spir it  m a k e  e v e ry  e v a n g e l i s t  a son of 
t h u n d e r  w h o  is fea r less  in th e  face  of 
all m e n  a n d  all evil, h u t  w h o  is as 
g e n t l e  as a la m b ,  b r in g in g  h e a l in g  to 
th e  h u r t s  of m en .

i

A M O N G  B O O K S

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from 
Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141

Great Verses Through the Bible

By F. B. Meyer  (Zondervan, 1972. 469 pp., 
cloth, $7.95.)

Formerly published as Our Daily H om ­
ily, this book offers a devotional com m en­
tary on key verses in the Bible from the pen 
of one of the great Bible expositors of all 
time, F. B. Meyer. His influence was felt 
not only in his native Britain, but through­
out the world.

Not every verse is treated, but just 
about every chapter in the Bible has a com­
mentary on some key verse which offers a 
stimulus for meditation. The author in­
tended these comments to be useful as 
devotional guides for Bible study, but they 
are equally valuable as sermon starters and 
biblical exposition.

F. B. Meyer has many " tan s ,” and they 
will all add this book to their libraries and 
use it often in their studies of the Word.
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The M ental H ealth  M inistry  
of the Local Church

By Howard J. Clinebell, Jr. (Abingdon, 
1972. 292 pp., paper,  $2.95.)

A little more than a century ago in the 
United States of America, a ttendants at 
jails and almshouses often charged visitors 
10 to 25 cents for visits to the “ crazy 
house.” For the enter ta inm ent of visitors, 
the insane were goaded to rage by being 
prodded with sticks. Since those days of 
darkness there has been a welcome change 
in the attitudes of people toward mental ill­
ness, and Christians are slowly learning not 
only how to have compassion for human 
beings who suffer from such afflictions, but 
also how to understand them and help 
them.

Well known among pastoral counselors 
and educators who have led in the battle 
against ignorance is Howard J Cline­
bell, Jr., of Claremont. His book, now in 
paperback, provides a scholarly yet prac­
tical approach to the C hurch’s ministry of 
mental health. The Christian message, the 
worship service, the preaching of the Word, 
the church school, the small-group life of 
the church, the family as a unit, the pastor 
and his laymen working together— all these 
and more are dealt with in the book, which 
also includes a list of publications, organiza­
tions, and resources available for those in­
volved in this ministry.

H ow  to Build  
an E van gelistic  Church

By John B. Bisagno (Broadman Press, 1971. 
160 pp., cloth, $3.95.)

This is a hard-driving book with a series 
of short chapters, each dealing with some 
way to make your church successfully evan­
gelistic. Some chapters deal with the 
preacher’s attitudes, such as “ Think Big.” 
Some cover mechanics,  such as how to give

an “ Invitation.” Some instruct in the use of 
a program for evangelistic purposes— 
“ Busy as a Softball. Bisagno has seen what 
he preaches work in practice at Baptist 
churches in Del City, Okla., and Houston, 
l ex. 1'he title aptly describes the content of 
the book. Many chapters will speak power­
fully and directly to Nazarene pastors and 
churches. No doctrinal or ethical problems.

C h a i u .e s  S h a v e r

The P sychology of 
Speaking in Tongues

By John P. Kildahl (Harper and Row, 1972. 
110 pp., cloth, $4.95.)

This is a balanced, thoroughly researched 
psychological study, complimentary to in­
dividual Pentecostals, but finally critical of 
the movem ent’s divisive impact on the 
churches. Divinely inspired words and mes­
sages are discounted, and the primary good 
of speaking in tongues seems to be the 
practicers feeling of well-being. Though 
brief and thus limited in material, this book 
is informative and keeps its perspective 
while treating a controversial subject.

G e r a r d  R ef.o

All the A postles of the Bible
By Herbert Lochyer  (Zondervan, 1972. 278 
pp., cloth, $5.95.)

This is a reference book containing much 
information which would aid preachers and 
teachers; clearly committed to a conserva­
tive att itude toward scripture— a worth­
while book. It is based largely (almost 
solely) on the Bible and lacks the broader 
resources historians might demand, and the 
style is not overly engaging, but it certainly 
achieves its purpose and could be profitably 
used by many people.

G e h a h d  R e e d

I
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CALENDAR DIGEST
Preachers’

Exchange Iggl^

W ANTED TO BUY— A Study o f  Holiness 
from  the Early Church Fathers, by J. B. 
Galloway, Beacon Hill Press, 1950. Lind­
say A. Enderby, 11 Hooper Crescent, Mt. 
Stuart, Tasmania, Australia 7000.

W A NTED  TO BUY—Peace like a River, 
by Vance Ilavner Danny Minnix, Rte. 5, 
Scottsboro, Ala. 35768.

W A N TED — at reasonable cost, Preacher's 
Magazine,  Vols. 1-10, etc. from the 1920’s 
and 1930 s. Also Pulpit Digest for the same 
period, plus June, Nov., 1971; April, May, 
and June, 1972 David Long, Box 26, Altus, 
Ark. 72821.

O C T O B E R —
PASS-ALONG C O N Q U E S T  
IM PAC T

8 L ay m en ’s Sunday
9 C anad ian  Thanksgiving 

15 Bible College Offering
C aravan Sunday

22 Rally D ay

N O VEM BER —
5 Serv icem en’s Sunday 

H om e D ep a r tm en t  Sunday 
19 Thanksgiving O ffering  for 

W orld  Evangelism
23 Thanksgiving Day

D E C E M B E R —
N M B F  Chris tm as Love Offering 
Evangelis ts’ Love Offering  
NW M S M em oria l Certificates 

10 A merican Bible Society Offering 
25 Chris tm as Day 
31 W atch-N ight Service

COMING
next month

48

•  There’s Music in Your Church
Dr. Hugh C. Benner, general super­

intendent emeritus, writes the first in a 
new series of articles on a much ne­
glected but vitally important aspect of 
our worship service.

•  The Art of Praising God Continually
Thanksgiving time should be more 

than a pleasant interlude between leaf 
raking and snow shoveling.

•  Random Thoughts on Ministers’ 
Salaries

An anonymous layman comes forth 
with ideas on a delicate subject, and 
pastors are going to love what he has 
to say about it.
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AMONG OURSELVES

" H o w  d o  you g e t  lay p e o p le  m o re  in v o lv ed  in th e  w ork  of th e  
C h u r c h ? ”  T h is  is th e  q u e s t io n  b e in g  a sk e d  th e se  d ay s  b y  c o n c e rn e d  
c le r g y m e n  e v e ry w h e re  w h o  h av e  c o m e  to  rea l ize  th a t  th e r e  is no  w ay  
th e  p a s to r  c an  “ d o  it a l l .”  T h e  sec re t  of th a t  e lus ive , in d e f in a b le  c o n ­
ce p t  w e  call “ success” (if th e r e  is a n y  se c re t  a b o u t  it) is in g e t t in g  
e v e r y b o d y  b u s y  w o rk in g  for  th e  Lord. So h ow  d o e s  it h a p p e n ?  So m e  
p as to rs  d o  it w i th  th e i r  charism a ,  so m e  by  v ig o ro u s  le ad e rsh ip ,  som e 
by  th e i r  o w n  e x a m p le ,  so m e  b y  " c r a c k in g  th e  w h i p , ” a n d  so m e  b y  a 
l i t t le  b i t  of all of these. It is c e r t a in ly  t ru e ,  as o n e  has  w ry ly  re m a rk e d ,  
t h a t  th e  C h u r c h  lan g u ish e s  w h e n  she  a d m ire s  h e r  m e d a ls  in the  
g r a n d s t a n d ;  she  p reva i ls  a n d  c o n q u e r s  w h e n  she  f igh ts  a n d  b le ed s  in 
t h e  a rena !  M o re  on  th is  m a t t e r  in th e  e d i to r ia l  page .  B u t  o n e  exc i t ing  
poss ib il i ty  is su g g e s te d  by  P a s to r  M a rk  E. M o o re  in his art ic le .  P eo p le  
can  g e t  in v o lv ed  w i th  th e i r  p a s to r  by  re a d in g  th e  S c r ip tu re s  each  
w e e k  as h e  p r e a c h e s  th r o u g h  a b o o k  o f  th e  Bible, o r  a p la n n e d  
p r o g r a m  of ex p o s i t io n  a n d  s tudy .  P as to r  M o o r e ’s p e o p le  r e s p o n d e d  so 
e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  to  th is  id ea  th a t  he  th in k s  it is too  g o o d  to  k ee p  a 
secre t .  T h e  e d i t o r  h o p e s  you  will g e t  as ex c i ted  as h e  is a b o u t  it. You 
will b e  in t e r e s t e d  to  k no w  of p lan s  to  b e g in  w i th  o u r  J a n u a r y ,  1973, 
issue a ser ies o f  b ib l ica l  ex po s i t io ns  in th e  Book of J o h n ,  w r i t te n  by  
Dr. B a lp h  Earle .  U n d e r  th e  g e n e ra l  t i t le  “ J o u r n e y in g  w ith  Jesus 
T h r o u g h  J o h n , ”  s e r m o n  id ea s  a n d  o u t l in e s  will b e  p r e s e n te d  for  e a ch  
S u n d a y  d u r i n g  th e  year,  w i th  in - d e p th  in s ig h ts  d e s ig n e d  to  h e lp  in the  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of m essages .  T h is  series will r e p lace  “ G le a n in g s  f ro m  
th e  G re e k  N ew  T e s t a m e n t , ”  w h ic h  Dr. E a r le  has  p r e s e n te d  for severa l 
years . It m a y  b e  th a t  th e  b e s t  a n sw e r  of all is f o u n d  in g e t t in g  o u r  
p e o p le  in v o lv e d  in r e a d in g  th e  S c r ip tu re s  w i th  us as w e  p re a c h  th r o u g h  
th e  W o r d  of G od.

Yours for souls, 

&



Nazarene Publishing House 
proudly presents . . .

the hym nal  for 
today's singing Nazarenes

3 h an dsom e  b ind ings  to choose from:
MB-280 Apple Red, gold title 
MB-281 Saddle Brown, gold title 
MB-282 Liturgical Blue, silver title

$2.95 postpaid
(a fte r  O c to b er  1, $3.25)

A lso a v ailab le  fo r th e  a cc o m p a n is t:

A 5 -rin g , loose-leaf vo lum e 
b o u n d  in b lack  b u c k ra m  
and  s tam p ed  in  gold.

M B-290 $ 6 .5 0  p ostp a id

T h e y  came f ro m  all over—25 N azarene  pastors ,  c h u rch  leaders, minis ters of 
music, and  laymen. T h e y  listened; they learned; and  they w orked. N o w  after 
three years of deve lopm ent we p ro ud ly  unveil this exciting h y m n a l  w ith  its 
com prehensive  collection of h y m n s  and  gospel songs. (O ver  100 new  and old 
were n o t  available in  the old Praise and  W o rsh ip .)

In addition  to its 514 h y m n s  and  gospel songs W o rsh ip  in Song  boasts  these 
p lus  features;

•  78 selected responsive  readings
•  All n ew  song  engrav ings—larger notes, larger type
•  H ighly  readable and  elegantly  styled type  th rou gh ou t
•  Soft, non-g lare  paper
•  C om prehens ive  indexing b y  theme, title, and  first line
•  Distinctive, c o n tem p ora ry  cover design luxuriously  

fin ished in durab le  b u ck ram

Order from YOUR Publishing House.
Prices s lig h tly  h ig h e r  o u ts id e  th e  co n tin e n ta l U .S .A .
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