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The Communicating
Christ

hen Jesus spoke, people listened. The poor heard Him gladly, the
W children pressed through the crowd to be closer to Him, the
ignorant and unlearned understood what He said. The officers who were
sent to take Him prisoner returned to their superiors without Him,
and when asked why they had not arrested Him, the only explanation
they could give was, “Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46).

When we preachers speak, we hope people listen. If the poor are
not very glad about what we say, or if the children seem interested in
other things, and the unlearned cannot make sense out of our messages,
we tend to place the blame on them. Too often our attitude could be
expressed: “1 know that you believe you understand what you think |
said, but I am not sure you realize that what you heard is not what |
meant.” Such bewildering uses of language—some would call it gob-
bledygook—is a curse wherever you find it. It is nowhere more of a curse
than in the pulpit.

It should concern us that words, which are vehicles of communica-
tion, are being abused as often as used. Too often they conceal rather
than reveal meanings. A high school principal in Connecticut recently
resigned when he was found to have spent over a thousand dollars of
public funds for his own use. In his letter of resignation he said, “1 have
exerted poor judgment resulting in errors in the area of financial pro-
cedures.”

When Lieut. William Calley testified that he had been ordered to
attack My Lai, he did not say he had been told to kill but to “waste”
everyone in sight. Murder of an enemy spy, in military language, is
called “termination with extreme prejudice.” An air raid is a “limited
duration protective strike.”

Several months ago the voters of Ohio were asked to vote on the
repeal of their income tax law. They were hardly prepared for the word-
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ing of the ballot: “ Shall the proposed amendment to the Constitution of
the State of Ohio relative to conditions for and prohibitions upon the
levy of a tax on income, except a municipal income tax, or increasing
rates thereof, without the approval of the majority of the voting electors,
be adopted?” The secretary of state explained that a yes vote meant a
vote against the income tax, a no vote was for the continuation of the
tax. Do you suppose every voter understood?

Do the people in our churches understand when we use theological
terms which mean nothing to them? Would they grasp what John A. T.
Robinson means (or do you?) when he writes in a recent periodical: “To
assert with the apocalyptists that there is a necessary correspondence
between kairos and chronos is always to say that the world must die on
a certain date, and to give chronos the determination of kairos. But if
one abandons this perversion of the prophetic truth, the eschatalogical
principle still stands—the ultimate truth will be the final act”?

In contrast, Jesus used the language of His listeners. He connected
the unknown (what He taught) with the known (what they already
knew). He wanted them to know about God’s forgiveness, so He told
them about a father who welcomed his son back home. Replying to the
question “Who is my neighbour?” He compared the priest and the
Levite who passed by on the other side with the Samaritan who got
down in the ditch with the man who had been robbed and beaten, and
helped him with medication and food and lodging—but most of all, with
love.

He spoke to His listeners about a farmer sowing seed, a sparrow
being protected by God, a shepherd going out to look for a lost sheep,
and a woman sweeping the house in search of a lost coin. He taught
them by using examples such as a barren fig tree, a tiny mustard seed,
a hidden treasure, a friend at midnight, the leaven in a loaf of bread,
and the marriage of a king’'s son. He demonstrated that profound
thoughts can be communicated best in simple language.

He knew how to use words that had meaning, and He also knew how
to communicate in other ways. “Nonverbal” communication, the ex-
perts tell us, is sometimes more powerful than the spoken variety. Jesus
looked upon Peter after that disciple had denied Him, and the message
in that look was quite clear. “Peter went out, and wept bitterly” (Luke
22:62).

Jesus took a towel, girded himself, and with a basin of water washed
His disciples’ feet. With that act, using such unlikely instruments and
employing such unusual methods, He taught them what genuine humil-
ity, loving service, and true greatness are like.

John Wesley once said, “When you think with the learned, you
must speak with the common people.” Thorndike reminds us that “ until
they get into the mind, words are only puffs of air or streaks of ink.”

We need not be like the preacher who was said to be “incompre-
hensible on Sunday and invisible for the rest of the week.” We must
preach to be understood. With this as our goal, and Jesus as our Exam-
ple, we may yet communicate His message to the people of our world
before time runs out.

The Preacher’s Magazine
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A H C. S. COWLES,

QfLL TO SERMhMTHOOD

Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Covina, Calif.

5. THE PRIORITY OF PREACHING

“And his gifts were that some should be apostles . .

y friend George made an as-
tonishing discovery as he re-
viewed the notes he had taken after
several months of pastoral calling.
He had begun his ministry in a cer-
tain church by interviewing his key
laymen and asking them this ques-
tion: “If you were the new pastor of
this church, what would you do?”
Many and varied were the responses.
As he compiled and summarized the
answers given, he was surprised to
discover a glaring omission: Nobody
mentioned preaching! Not a soul.
As George reflected on this striking
observation, he recalled that no par-
ticular interest had been shown in his
preaching ability when he was being
interviewed as a pastoral candidate.
A trial sermon would have been easy
to arrange, but no one suggested it.
As far as he could tell, there were no
inquiries on the part of the official
board in regard to his preaching.
George’s experience troubled me,
for 1 too have become painfully aware
of the lack of interest in my role as
preacher, which has too often been
reflected in my congregations. Con-
sidering the public worship time de-
voted to preaching and hearing the
Word, this “deafening silence” is
cause for concern. I am not surprised
that many of our colleagues have just
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— Eph. 4:11, RSV1

about given up on sermons entirely,
and have moved toward snappy ser-
monettes (which produce Christian-
ettes), drama, liturgical litanies, tes-
timonial services, musical specials,
panels, motion pictures, Bible
studies. The earmark of truly great
Spirit-filled services to many of our
brethren are those when they don't
get to preach. That is worth telling.

Yet | cannot escape the conviction
that preaching is the heart and soul
of my servant-task. Herman Mel-
ville’s description of the whaler’s pul-
pit expresses the lifelong feeling I
have had about preaching:

Its panelled front was in the likeness
of a ship’s bluff bows, and the Holy Bible
rested on a projecting piece of scroll work,
fashioned after a ship’s fiddle-headed
beak.

What could be more full of meaning?—
for the pulpit is ever this earth’'s fore-
most part; all the rest comes in its rear;
the pulpit leads the world. From thence
it is the storm of God's quick wrath is
first described, and the bow must bear
the earliest brunt. From thence it is the
God of breezes fair or foul is first invoked
for favorable winds. Yes, the world’s a
ship on its passage out, and not a voyage
complete; and the pulpit is its prow.2

Unfortunately, Chaucer comes
much closer to describing the parish-
ioner’'s image of the pastoral task
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when he draws a portrait of a good
country parson in this manner:

But he would not be kept by rain or
thunder,

If any had suffered a sickness or a
blow,

From visiting the farthest, high or low

Plodding his way on foot, his staff in
hand.

He was a model his flock could
understand. . . .

He did not rent his benefice for hire,

Leaving his flock to flounder in the
mire,

And run to London, happiest of goals,

To sing paid masses in St. Paul’s for
souls,

Or as chaplain from some rich guild
take his keep,

But dwelt at home and guarded well
his sheep

So that no wolf should make his flock
miscarry.3

George is the one who brought
Chaucer’'s poem to my attention. He
added that if he had interviewed a
thousand church members, he
doubted that anything substantial
would have been added to Chaucer’s
vision of the kindly, approachable,
gentle, and utterly innocuous pastor,
in which the shepherd-image com-
pletely overrules the prophetic.
George made the irreverent remark
that parishioners are, by and large,
a self-centered lot. Although Robert
James St. Clair overdraws the pic-
ture, he does point out the absurdity
to which flock-serving ministry can
descend:

Across the supper table, one minister
was conversing with a woman officer from
his church. He had learned the technique
of eating and smiling at the same time.
After every remark of hers, his head
nodded soberly and gently, twice, as if
moved by a spring.

One remark elicited the sweetest joy,
and another an expression of profound
thought at the revealed wisdom. She re-
marked that the meat was nice and
warm, and he exuded an ineffable radi-
ance of sheer fulfillment. She made the
observation that the butter had not been
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around yet, and he dropped his fork,
raised his eyebrows, and was clearly
stunned at this collapse of the social
amenities. When his poise was restored
and the butter found, he continued nod-
ding and smiling until he solemnly bent
low to catch another pearl. She com-
mented that they would all burst if they
ate another speck, and it was only with
the greatest effort that he restrained
himself from roaring at her trenchant
humor. One could only hope she wouldn’t
complain of a pain somewhere. Her pas-
tor would be deranged with panic.4

“If Christ has not been raised, youi
faith is futile and you are still in youi
sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). And if the gospel
of God (euaggelion tou theou) pro-
claiming (kerusso) this great salva-
tion-deed is not announced (euag-
gelidzo) and taught (didasko), then
our people walk in darkness. The
“service” rendered by Jesus on be-
half of the world is first and foremost
preaching: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand; re-
pent, and believe in the gospel”
(Mark 1:15). The indicative of the
gospel announcement is followed by
the imperative of the gospel invita-
tion: “Repent.”

The servant’s witness is not merely
an esoteric word which a man may
ponder among other words; it is the
word about Jesus who confronts man
in the power of suffering love and who
thrusts man’s whole human existence
into crisis. It is the Word which
causes Satan to fall like lightning
from heaven (Luke 10:18), plunders
demons’ strongholds (Mark 3:27;
Luke 10:18), and announces that
“God was in Christ reconciling the
world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). The
Word thrusts man into the “now . ..
of decision”—a decision to abandon
the false security of present human
existence and embrace the new life
to be found in Christ and His king-
dom (Luke 14:26). Or as Gunter
Bomkamm puts it, “life, world and
the existence of every individual, now
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stand in the sudden flash of light of
the coming of God, in the light of his
reality and presence.”

The commission of Jesus to His
servant-disciples is nothing more nor
less than the carrying on of His own
activity, which was “to preach the
kingdom of God and to heal” (Matt.
10:7-8; Mark 6:7-12; Luke 9:2; 10:9).
The only difference now is that the
Proclaimer has become the Pro-
claimed. Jesus preached the King-
dom; His servants preach Jesus. Yet
the mode remains the same: that is,
the kingdom of God comes to men
in the person of Jesus by the word of
preaching and the deed of healing. Or
as Hans Kung phrases it, “Jesus’
preaching of the reign of God is gen-
uinely continued by the Church’s
preaching of the reign of Christ.”

Paul gives us three lists outlining
some of the major charisms imparted
to the Church for the building up of
the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:8, 28f.;
Rom. 16:6f.; Eph. 4:11). Each enu-
merates the gifts of the Spirit dif-
ferently. But each of them gives
priority to the charisms of the Word
—apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors, teachers. The Early Church
realized that it was not right that the
apostles “should give up preaching
the word of God to serve tables”
(Acts 6:2). There is nothing demean-
ing about serving tables: diakonia,
“service,” is used both in speaking
of the “service of the Word” and in
“serving tables.” Contemporary lay-
renewal theology is perfectly right in
its insistence that there are not two
classes of Christians, clergy and laity
(laikos, “laity,” never appears in the
New Testament), but that the whole
body of believers is elevated to laos,
the “people of God.” Nevertheless,
the law of service by which the com-
munity is called, established, sus-
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tained, built up, and ordered is the
service of the Word. Gifts of the Spir-
it calling forth servants of the Word
have precedence. God’s act of “rec-
onciling the world to himself” is
made known by “the message of
reconciliation” which is entrusted to
the community in the person of “am-
bassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:18-
20).

Whether the church recognizes,
honors, and celebrates the priority of
preaching or not, a divine imperative
is laid upon us in whom the Spirit
has inspired a charism of preaching
to fulfill our service. More than it
ever knows or will acknowledge, the
laos, “people of God,” live by the
Word. The Word bearing the life of
God accomplishes its purpose wheth-
er it be received with applause or
rejected with contempt. Paul and
Barnabas went into Lystra preaching
the good news of Jesus and healing.
One day their message was received
with cries of adulation bordering on
idolatrous worship. The next day
they were thrown out of the city, and
Paul was stoned and left for dead
(Acts 14:19). Nevertheless, some
were converted and a church was es-
tablished.

So George, hang in there, preach
the Word, and let everything else
take a secondary place. The people
may never rise up and call you
“blessed,” but they will be blessed
nevertheless.

1. All scripture quotations in this article are from
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copy-
righted 1946 and 1952.

2. Herman Melville, Moby Dick (Random House),
p. 39. Used with permission.

3. Theodore Morrison, ed. and trans., Chaucer
(New York: The Viking Press, 1959), pp. 74-75.
Used with permission.

4. Robert James St. Clair, Neurotics in the Church
(New York: Revell & Co., 1963), p. 101. Used with
permission.



The conscientious pastor sometimes wonders
whether or not it is time to move. God’s

guidance takes many different forms.

The Saturation Point

OU HAVE REALLY HELPED ME.”

That was a welcome comment.
Any preacher enjoys hearing such a
response, but when the compliment
comes from a fellow pastor, it is a
double blessing.

My friend was one of dozens of us
who had come to the end of his row.
Not that he had reached retirement
age by any means. He was healthy
and quite flamboyant in the pulpit
when the Spirit demanded it. He
was pastoring a rural church. He
admitted they were some of the best
people he had ever pastored.

“I'm running into some serious
opposition. | can’t lay my hands on
the problem. For a while we were
going great and the people responded
well,” he lamented.

My friend was well educated—a
graduate of one of our church schools.
He had done additional work in other
colleges. He loved science and could
make the prophetic scriptures live
for the hearer. Frankly, he was one of
my favorite preachers, and | told him
S0.

by
Carlos H. Sparks

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Sylvania, Ohio

“It seems | don’'t get through to
the people anymore,” he continued.
“Sometimes | just don’'t want to go
and preach. . . . Maybe I just don't
have what it takes. Perhaps I've
spent all | have to give.”

“You're getting very close to the
truth,” | told him. “Let's examine
your situation. You are now preach-
ing to my people as a guest evange-
list, and the people are ‘eating you
up.’ That tells me that you still have
something to give.” He perked up a
little.

“Buddy, let me tell you something
that will shock you, but when you
see through it, you will know that
many pastors could have been re-
deemed from secular jobs, had they
realized it.”

“1 respect what you have to say,”
he said eagerly.

“At one church there was a situa-
tion where numerous well-qualified
men had done their best. One had
bought new ground. Another had
built a parsonage, and still another
had led in the building program of a
spacious church. The attendance had
never taken a sharp curve upward.
There were gains, but they made no
headlines in the minds of the com-
munity.

“Then a gung-ho preacher came
and stayed for about a year and a
half. They began a bus program and
expanded to five or six busses. At-
tendance doubled in a six-months
period. But he, like you, reached a
point as we all do.”

The Preacher’'s Magazine



“What's that?” he asked excitedly.

“The point when the people had
enough of him.”

“You mean people get tired of a
guy like that?”

“Yes. Much sooner than a slower-
paced leader.”

He listened intently as | gave him
my views.

The facts are that most leaders
who feel they are washed-up are just
getting a signal. All human beings
are capable of just so much and no
more. The minister who feels he has
nothing more to say obviously has a
great deal more to say. For instance,
in my friend’s church, the folk are not
highly educated. They would soon
tire of heavy intellect.

“Think of your people as sponges,”
I told him. “If you pour water on a
sponge it will retain just so much,
and the rest runs off. You can pour
on a half gallon or 10,000 barrels,
but those sponges retain only their
capacity.”

“You are saying that | may be a
five-gallon preacher that has only put
out a quart and my people are full.”

“You've got it,” | said. “ This
doesn’t mean that your people do not
appreciate a good thing. It surely
doesn’t mean they are carnal. They
soaked up every sermon when they
were dry and thirsty for what you had
to give.”

“1 see,” he mused.

“Now here is what happens. With
proper spiritual guidance you move

on to another charge. The new set of
sponges open every pore and drink
you in. For a year, 2 years, or even
10 years, you can keep filling them.
Meantime, back at your present
church a new pastor comes and en-
joys the same success you had there
and are having in your new charge.”

“Well, 1 never thought of it just
that way,” he said. “What do | do
now?”

“1 believe | would talk to my dis-
trict superintendent and frankly ex-
press what you have told me. No
doubt he has ‘full sponges’ in sev-
eral spots on the district.”

“1 might just do that.” He seemed
excited.

“Love your people. Realize that
you both have a problem. You can
extend your effective tenure by more
numerous revival campaigns with
varied types of evangelists. You can
read some of the master pulpiteers,
and borrow some facet of their style
if it fits you. In all of these ways,
you are bidding for a little more
space in a saturated sponge. Just
have sense enough to know that
wherever you go, most of the people
can take only so much of what you
have to give. It's not your fault or
their fault. God made us these dif-
ferent ways.”

“You have helped me a lot. I'm
surely going to think of my situation
in a different light. I guess this is the
reason for some of the abrasions that
come from time to time with my peo-
ple. Thanks, buddy.”

Worry
Hudson Taylor lived a wonderful life of trust. Here’s what he
said: “Let us give up our work, our thoughts, our plans, our
selves, our lives, our loved ones all over into His hands. When you
have given all unto God, there will be nothing left for you to be

troubled about.”
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What Do You Pity?

(God Pities the Cities)

Text: “And the Lord said, ‘You pity the
plant, for which you did not labor, nor
did you make it grow, which came into
being in a night, and perished in a night.
And should not I pity Nineveh, that great
city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons
who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also much cattle?’” (Jon.
4:10-11, RSV**),

God pities great cities,
wherein are packed and stacked the
teeming loose ends of humanity with the
snob-nose upper crust of humanity. Too
often we believers pity castor-oil plants
(as one commentator calls “the gourd”
of KJV).

God doesn’t pity the cities because of
their unsavory economic and architec-
tural environment, but because of the
unsaved condition of the millions living
there. The whole Book of Jonah is a
front-page story of the sorrowing God who
weeps over the lost condition of the souls
of Nineveh, and the sorrowing covenant
believer who weeps over trivialities, the
gourds of petty notions.

What a contrast! It is very similar to
the contrast between the Pharisees and
Jesus. They were more interested in
teaching their donkeys to refuse com that
hadn’t been tithed than in teaching sin-
ners about God's forgiving love. They
were more concerned with the width of
their phylacteries, or the border on their

**From the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

Introduction:

by
Neil E. Hightower

Superintendent
Canada Central District
Church of the Nazarene

coats, than in the width of separation
God could reach across to redeem a soul

Jonah and his spiritual descendents
are reflected in the dangerous straits of
the holiness church of this day. We can
foster a heartless, sour holiness, if we are
not careful and prayerful. This kind of
church is a cloistered church which has
lost its vision. It is living in the glories
of yesterday. It is building more hedges
than bridges.

What we pity deep in our hearts, both
on a personal basis and an ecclesiastical
basis, is a revelation of our character.
What do you pity?

I. In Sincerity We Can Pity the W rong
Things.

The broad road to destruction is paved
with the blocks of sincerity.

The Church can pity the wrong things
—not so much out of definition but from
emphasis. We can pity our statistics, un-
til they become our only measuring rod of
success.

We can pity our architecture and ap-
pointments until we vote no on a bus
ministry because it will bring in a lot of
misbehaving children who will cause our
lovely buildings to deteriorate too quick-
ly-
yWe can pity our decorum and wor-
shipful sensibilities until we are cha-
grined if either poor street people should
stumble into church or shouts of blessing
should punctuate the service.

We can pity our conferences on every
subject of church life until we talk more
than act. Years ago Dr. A. W. Tozer
spoke of the danger of conferences, de-
scribing the sterility of many Evangeli-
cals who had notebooks in their libraries,
full of wondrous writings on Bible proph-
ecy and soul-winning plans, but who were
hearers only, not doers.

We can pity our organized programs
so much that a spontaneous overflow of
the soul-winning drive of a new believer
scares us.
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Individual Christians can pity the
wrong things.

We can pity ourselves until we are
enervated. We can pity our assignment
in the church until we are filled with
jealousy over a brother believer’'s appar-
ent achievement.

We can pity the seeming inequity of
God’'s mercy in the greater bestowal of
talent or resources on another believer
until we refuse to attempt anything.

We can pity the church’s constant
challenge to total commitment, which
cuts cross grain to some of our ambitions
or lack of strong convictions.

We can pity the poor understanding of
other people about our true genius and
become overly sensitive and embittered.

n. What God Pities Ought to Fashion
Us.

God pities destiny-bound, immortal
souls. He pities the barriers of separation
between men and himself, and men with
men. He pities the crowning separation
of all indwelling sin. He is “not willing
that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.”

He pities the pollution of the environ-
ment. God pities the pollution of external
space, for He speaks of “much cattle.”
He pities the pollution of inner space, for
He speaks of the knowledge of right and
wrong (those “who do not know their
right hand from their left”).

God pities the imperishable values of
life. He counsels the priority of the King-
dom (Matt. 6:33). He says that without
the new birth, man will perish (John
3:3). He emphasizes the culture of the
soul (Prov. 4:23). He underscores time-
less convictions (Rom. 14:17).

Il our Day Poses Great Areas W hich
Demand Godlike Pity.

There are many barriers: emotional,
cultural, social, spiritual.

In no place are these more real and
more evident than in the great cities of
our world. The mission of the Church and
believers must be that of the ministry of
reconciliation which Paul heralded with a
bleeding heart. Reconciliation begins not
in reformation but in repentance. It is
carried forward in heart passion, not bead
counting.

The great cities, full of the anonymity
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of high-rise apartment living, cry to the
company of the concerned believers for
evangelism and spiritual nurture on a
personal level. The great cities, full of the
everlasting needs of sin-stained souls,
need the everlasting gospel that cleanses
from all sin.

The great cities will challenge the
greatest display of committed steward-
ship the Church has ever exhibited.

Conclusion: What we pity and what the
Church pities will determine our spiritual
effectiveness. We can, like Jonah, be
angry over God’s concern with the con-
temporary. We can continue to evan-
gelize “straw people” and pity ourselves
because no one responds to our gospel.
Or we can pity people as they are, and
trust God as He is, and let the Holy Spir-
it break through us as we are.

Our own growth in grace and our
church’s growth in grace and multiplica-
tion of converts depend on what we pity.

Little Mary of Philadelphia had great
pity and God used it to build a great
church. Many years ago a pastor in Phila-
delphia got a burden for an underprivi-
leged area of the city. He started an
afternoon Sunday school in the area with
the help of some concerned laymen. They
rented an abandoned church building.
From the first Sunday afternoon the little
building was comfortably attended, and
shortly it became evident that it would
not hold all who came. Little Mary at-
tended from the first and became greatly
concerned over the boys and girls who
had to be turned away. So she set about
on her own to save pennies and nickels
earned from errands she did. She put
them in a little red change purse, often
remarking to her mother, “This is for a
large building so none will have to be
turned away from Sunday school.”

Mary developed an illness that had no
cure, and soon died. The pastor of the
parent church was called to Mary’s
home. In ministering to the bereaved
family, he was shown the red purse that
contained 57 cents. Mary’'s mother told
him the little girl's concern. The mother
gave the purse to the pastor, with the
hope it might be useful in some way.

The next Sunday the pastor took the
little purse to his pulpit, and in his mes-
sage he told the story. Pouring the 57
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cents out on the pulpit, he said that sure-
ly God could use the coins as seed to
help provide a larger building for the
branch Sunday school, but that God
would need helpers. That day one man
was moved; he told the pastor that he
had several acres in the area of the Sun-

day school that he would sell for 57 cents.
The papers picked up the story and dona-
tions began to tumble in. Today near the
great Temple University, there is a
church that can seat several hundred—
because a little girl became greatly con-
cerned over the need for a larger building.

Evangelistical 1lv

bpeakm g-

The Personalities of Revival

By C. D. Hansen*

evival is not optionall Rather it
is relative, even obligatory, on
the part of the Church.

We have been reminded that our
church was born in a revival atmo-
sphere, and such being the case, a
revival emphasis and spirit must pre-
vail or the church will die. We cannot
survive without revivals.

Perhaps no group is more cogni-
zant of the exigency of revival than
Wesleyans. However, unless we take
personal introspection at what we are
doing in scheduled revival meetings,

we may find ourselves in serious
trouble.
Recently, while reading through

the Encyclopedia of Religion and
Ethics, | came across the following
statement concerning revival:

It does not require much observation to
be assured that the course of religion, in
either the individual or the community,
is not uniform, but has its ups and
downs, its seasons of greater and lesser
intensity. To what these variations are

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Lowell, Ind.
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due may be a deep question; but that
they occur is a fact lying on the surface.
There are times of flood-tide in the soul,
which are accompanied with great happi-
ness, and leave a deep impression on the
memory, and there are seasons in the
life of the church when there are given
from on high what the scripture calls
“showers of blessing.” The psychology of
the human spirit may have its own reck-
oning to render for such phenomena; but
in the last resort they are to be traced to
the Spirit of God, blowing where it
listeth.1

It was Charles G. Finney who de-
scribed revival as “. . . nothing else
than a new beginning of obedience to
God.” Joseph W. Kemp declared,
“Revival, strictly speaking, means
the reanimating of that which is al-
ready living but in a state of declen-
sion.” J. Edwin Orr has written,
“The best definition of revival is the
phrase, ‘. . . times of refreshing . ..
from the presence of the Lord.””

Therefore, to doubt the necessity

1 James Hastings, ed., Encyclopedia of Religion

and Ethics (Charles Scribner’'s Sons) 10:753. Used
by permission.
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ofrevival is foolish. Revival becomes,
in effect, a pillar of stabilization for
the pastor and people, both individu-
ally and collectively, and it is on this
basis that we must continue to con-
duct revival meetings.

As can readily be seen, the word
revival has been defined and rede-
fined by men of great repute; and
while we must apprise ourselves of
what revival is, as well as what
causes it, we cannot, on the other
hand, afford to become so concerned
with methodology that we lose sight
of the far greater goal—building the
kingdom of God.

Perhaps one of the real blessings of
past eras was either the inability to
distinguish between the meaning of
the words revival and evangelism or
else that those early revivalists did
not separate the two.

Much of what we do does not pro-
duce revival. Admittedly, we need
group prayer sessions, good advertis-
ing, promotion before and during the
revival, soul-winning clinics, and
anything else that will help bring re-
vival. Within themselves these will
not bring revival. Neither will calling
an evangelist or announcing a date.

On the other hand, revivals cannot
be measured by the number of seekers
who come to an altar, although this
isimportant. We must recognize, too,
that many are helped who never
came to an altar.

As a pastor and observer of re-
vivals for many years, it seems to
me that unless we begin to see anew
not only the importance of revivals,
but how we conduct them, we can
deal the deathblow to an important
function of the Church.

I believe that there are four person-

alities that must be operative in
order to have a successful revival.

I. The Holy Spirit
The first prerequisite for a suc-
cessful revival is the Holy Spirit. He
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must have preeminence from the
planning stage until the final amen.
Human personalities and methodol-
ogy will fail when substituted for the
Holy Spirit.

This is not a call for a trumped-up
emotionalism. Rather it is a plea for
some semblance of sanity in allowing
the presence of the Holy Spirit to
permeate every service of the revival.
When He is allowed to do His office
work, we do not have disorder—
rather we have an established order.

Il. The people

People are important to the reviv-
al. That statement may seem trite,
but if we are not careful, we will keep
the people away by the way they are
treated.

They do not come to be harrassed
or browbeaten but to be fed and
lifted through the Word of God.
There is a difference between deliver-
ing biblical truth and clubbing peo-
ple.

They do not come to listen to
trivia. Humor has its place but we
are handling souls that face eternity.
Therefore, we must not only enter-
tain them but lift their souls into
heavenly places.

They do not come to be talked
down to or preached at.

We should remember that the lay-
man has usually worked hard at a
secular job all day and will probably
come to the service tired. Sometimes
it is difficult to respond with enthusi-
asm, so the workers and pastor must
provide an atmosphere that will help
them forget the cares of the day and
the problems they must face tomor-
row. If they do not experience a pe-
culiar uplifting by the Holy Spirit,
they will leave the service the same
way they came. In many cases, they
will not return the next night.

Therefore the service should be
planned with the people’s needs in
mind—both physical and spiritual.
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I1l. The pastor

The pastor bears a great load of
responsibility during the revival. He
is the key individual for the success
of most activities in his church, and
the people will usually feel the same
way the pastor does about both the
revival and workers.

Considering this, we offer the fol-
lowing suggestions for the pastor:

1. Keep the announcements brief
and relevant to the revival. Do not
labor on unnecessary items during
this important time.

2. Do not sermonize. You have
called the evangelist to do the
preaching—your parishioners can
hear you any other time of the year.

3. Boost the evangelist both pub-
lically and privately. Encourage your
workers in genuine praise.

4. 1f you have called a song evan-
gelist, refrain from using local sing-
ing talent. Use them after the
meeting.

5. See to the well-being of the
workers and make sure their needs
are adequately met. Allow them a
free phone call home. Most evange-
lists are reluctant to ask for anything
for themselves, so ask them if there
is anything they need.

6. Be careful about pleading for
money during the services. Take care
of the finances by way of pledges or
by board action prior to the meeting.
Naturally an offering should be taken
in each service, but it should not
develop into a three-ring circus. It is
embarrassing to all to have the offer-
ing “auctioned off.” Rather, make it
as worshipful as any other part of the
service.

7. Adequate pay should be given
for services rendered. If possible,
have a fixed amount cleared with the
evangelist prior to the meeting. It
should be reiterated that if every
church would give according to its
means, every evangelist would be
well paid, thereby allowing the work-
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er to accept calls as they come—to
both large and small churches. While
most evangelists are not in the field
for a large salary, they should be
paid in accordance with the guide-
lines from the Department of Evan-
gelism.

8. Make the prayer time relevant
to revival. While we should always
remember the sick or those in great
need, the pressing need during this
one week is revival, and undue time
should not be given to lengthy prayei
requests. Pastors should train theii
people to hand in prayer requests
prior to service time.

9. Keep the service moving at a
fast pace, giving the evangelist ade-
guate time to preach and draw the
net. Length of service should be kept
between one and one and one-half
hours.

10. In summation,
part of the revival meeting pertinent
to revival and evangelism.

1V. The evangelist

We recognize the high and holy
calling of the evangelist, and the
church cannot afford to be without
him. Therefore, what follows is of-
fered as suggestions from a heart of
love and concern.

The saying “A person’s own worst
enemy is himself’ is never more true
than for the evangelist, for if he is
not careful, his future as an evange-
list can be destroyed. Those evange-
lists who make excessive demands on
churches or pastors—whether it be
financial, housing, or what-have-you
—will not remain in the field over
the long haul. Pastors do talk with
each other, and it doesn’t take long
for the word to spread where there
has been abuse.

Certainly the life of an evangelist
is not the most appealing, but when
circumstances are thrust upon us
that are not altogether the most
agreeable, we must grin and bear it.
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With this
following:

1. Hold the length of the sermon
down. Usually 30 minutes is ade-
gquate time to deliver the truth. Keep
the message pertinent to the text.
Keep it alive and fresh. Make the
illustrations coincide with the gist of
the message and use them in the
modern vernacular. Update them.
Stay away from personal “corny” or
“homespun” stories. Preach the
Word of God, and by all means do
not play on people’'s sympathy with
personal problems. Sermons should
be well rounded—with seriousness,
humor, and up-to-date illustrations.

2. If you are a song evangelist,
lead the singing, sing the specials,
BUT do not preach or sermonize.
Do not harrass the people for not
singing; rather, compliment those
who do.

3. Do not browbeat the people if
the attendance is low. Feed those
who come with the very best you
have.

4. Study. Itis fine to have a “win-
ning combination” of revival ser-
mons, but why not allow the Holy
Spirit to anoint you with some fresh
material? An evangelist cannot be
effective in the pulpit by running
around all day. Good Bible study will
eliminate a constant barrage of nega-
tive preaching.

5. Take the lead in evangelism.
When the seekers are at the altar,
come down and pray with them.

6. When the congregation stands
to sing, the evangelist should stand
and sing with them. If we wish for
the congregation to participate in

in mind, we offer the

each phase of the service, the pastor
and the workers must offer the exam-
ple.

7. Sit on the platform with a
smile. Do not talk back and forth
with the pastor. At the close of the
service shake hands with the people
and be friendly.

8. Don't complain about what
the former church paid you.

9. When possible, encourage the
pastor—for he may be discouraged.

10. Be careful about the sale of
extra materials. Too much valuable
time can be given to what has been
called an “extension” of the evange-
list’'s ministry. Never should book-
racks or record stands be manned at
the expense of an altar service. Both
evangelist and song evangelist should
be at the altar until the last seeker
has found the help he has come for.
Evangelists should not go through a
congregation selling suits, insurance
policies, or other merchandise. If God
has called you to be an evangelist,
do not stoop to be a traveling sales-
man.

11. Do not cancel a smaller church
in favor of a larger one. Remember,
the pastor you cancel on will in all
probability one day be the pastor of
a larger church.

The burden of revival and the ac-
companying responsibility does not
rest on any single individual. Rather
it must be a cooperative venture on
the part of all. Therefore, may a spir-
it of optimism and unity prevail to
the extent that many souls will be
added to the Kingdom in each re-
vival.

HONEST FAILURE is a necessary part of learning. Few worthy
efforts have ever reached success without some failure along the
way. It is the fear of failure, the shame attached to failing, the
notion that you must hide it, which is damaging—not the failure

itself.

July, 1975

—Victor D’Amico
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The basis for the exercise of divine power
lies in God’s will and not ours; therefore

all of our petitions will be fruitless until

they pass from the area of our choosing

into the area of His wisdom.

God Is Not Governed by His Power

od is not under the control of His

own power. He does not do all
that He is capable of doing. He uses
His power, but He is not ruled by it.
He is guided by His wisdom. His
use of His power is determined by
this wisdom.

These statements are evident to
one who thinks. God has power to
blot men off the earth. He did this
once and has not lost the power to do
so again. He destroyed cities and
wicked men in the past, and He re-
tains that power. The use of His
power is not determined by its pres-
ence but by His infinite wisdom.

He saved Daniel from the lions. He
healed the blind and the leper. He
raised the dead. He stilled the storm.

Because His power is the same, we
feel that He should use it in our
behalf.

It is normal for man in distress to
appeal to the power of God for de-

by
T. W. Willingham
Kansas City, Mo.
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liverance. With a son in combat we
pray, “God, You have the power to
protect my boy from the deadly mis-
sile.” In sickness we pray, “Lord, You
can heal my child. You have that
power to heal and we ask You to do
S0.”

In such cases we are asking God to
exercise His power according to our
desire. It seems to us that to spare
the life of the son in war and raise the
child from the deathbed is the proper
thing to do, so we insist that God ex-
ercise His power to that end.

Power can only be exercised by one
who has it, and the exercising is
determined by the person who pos-
sesses it. The will and wisdom of its
possessor, and not the will and wis-
dom of the petitioner, is the deter-
mining factor. Therefore the basis for
the exercise of divine power lies in
God’s will and not ours. All of our
petitions will be fruitless until they
pass from the area of our choosing
into the area of His wisdom.

We should not condemn ourselves
for appealing first to the power of
God. It seems so sensible. We have
the need and He has the power to
meet that need. So we ask Him to
exercise His power according to our
seeing.

We should not condemn ourselves
for thus asking and acting. It is ac-
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cording to our best judgment. We are
further justified in presenting to God
our best judgment, for the Master
followed this same path. He was
“made like unto his brethren,” and
He too made His first appeal to God’s
power when in a crisis.

More than two instances are on
record, but we shall use only two.
In Gethsemane He prayed, “Abba,
Father, all things are possible unto
thee; take away this cup from me:
nevertheless not what | will, but what
thou wilt” (Mark 14:36). Here He
appeals first to the power of the Fa-
ther, but yields to the will of the Fa-
ther. However, God chose not to use
His power and the cup was not taken
away.

Again it is said of Him, “. . . when
he had offered up prayers and sup-
plications with strong crying and
tears unto him that was able to save
him from death, and was heard in
that he feared” (Heb. 5:7). Here
again He appealed to the Father’s
power first but put the Father’'s will
ahead of His desire and “was heard”
but not saved from death.

This passing from our will—based
on what we think to be best—to His
will, which is best, is oftentimes a
painful process. We feel so sure that
our way is best that we are reluctant
to surrender. This struggle does not
invalidate our consecration. If we
have settled it to go God’'s way, we
will find it—although it may be
“with strong crying and tears.” That
was true of the Master.

This obedience to the Father,
which was Christ's avowed and un-
altered purpose, must be learned.
“Though he were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which he
suffered” (Heb. 5:8).

We may come to Him in all hon-
esty, knowing that He has power to
grant our requests and believing that
our asking is in His will, but we
must remember that His ways are
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above our ways as truly as the heav-
ens are above the earth. Therefore,
in the end we must say, “Thy will
be done.” There is no other way.
Life begins with surrender. It was
true in Christ’s case and must be in
ours.

We cannot cling to His power as a
basis for the answer. His wisdom
controls its use and we cannot fath-
om His wisdom. Hence the necessity
of surrendering our will and wisdom
and seeking to find His, that we may
be guided by it.

To persist in our petition, assum-
ing that it is best, is to place our will
above His, and that is sin—a sin that
the Son would not commit. If we do,
our prayers will go unheeded.

Someone may say, Then why pray?
We pray so as to enter into the mind
and thought of God and unite our
prayer with His will. This is praying
in the Holy Ghost—being united
with God in our asking. This is
nothing more nor less than a surren-
der of our plan and will to Him.

Let us turn for a moment from the
Scriptures and use our common
sense. Do we honestly believe that
our will and way are better than His?
If we really believe that His way is
best, why should we hesitate to re-
linquish our will for His? Jesus did
this and taught us to do so too. If
we refuse to say in truth, “Not my
will, but thine, be done,” we are ele-
vating ourselves above our Maker. It
matters not how it may seem to us,
the indisputable fact is that God’s
way is the best for us, as well as for
Him and His cause.

The driving force of our praying
should be, “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is [done]
in heaven” —perfectly. This is what
Jesus taught.

Surrender—absolute, complete,
eternal surrender of our selves, our
wills, our loves, our hearts, our all to
the Master—is the only condition

15



that will make heaven possible for us.

This surrender must be made in
the face of possible rejection by every
member of our family, every friend,
every church, and life itself. To will-
fully hold back any part of what we
are or what we have is to be cut off
from Him. God killed two at the altar
of the Early Church who held back
only “part of the price,” but claimed
that they had paid it all.

In the light of this demand, we
may more easily understand the
Master’'s words, “Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord ... And
then will I profess unto them, | never
knew you: depart from me” (Matt.
7:22-23).

We can know when our surrender
is complete. We will have peace,
rest, and a Presence—the presence of
the Holy Spirit. Cast your prayer in
with the intercession of Christ and
the Holy Spirit. They pray in the
Father’'s will, and the Father hears
them.

Letter to an aspirin company—

Dear Sir:

You manufacture aspirins that
relieve suffering, colds, and fevers.
The mixture used in your tablets
makes it possible for people to get
out of bed and fight off headaches,
muscle spasms, and bad nerves. |
have noticed these tablets work
wonders on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and
especially on Saturday. But people
who take them on Sunday seem
to get no relief. They cannot get rid
of their aches and pains and are not
able to attend Sunday school or
church.

Is it possible for you to examine
your tablet and put in it an in-
gredient that will work on Sun-
days?

—Selected
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Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Hostility Is a Door
to Service and Love

Dear Son:

| don’t know why it is that men shy
away from hostility. Now | don’'t want
any more of it than | have coming,
but it has always represented an open
door to service and love.

John missed services for two weeks
and | heard that he was stewing about
something. | called him up Saturday
evening and he wouldn’'t even talk to
me. We have private phones on the
farm and there was no reason why he
shouldn’t talk.

Monday | dropped in, took his hand
in mine, and told him how we missed
him.

He said, “Well, | have some issues
I must settle.” | replied, “Do you care
to share them?” and we sat down for a
few minutes to talk man to man.

I cannot tell you what the issues
were, but here was a man who was
unhappy in his job, using his family as
a sounding board, and venting his un-
happiness on his church.

He was out to service yesterday with
a testimony for the congregation; and |
glowed with the inner satisfaction re-
sulting from love in the face of hos-
tility.

Son, to take a backward step may
be the ground for taking two giant
strides forward. It usually works that
way.

Love,
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A Philosophy
of Mission

Preachers develop a philosophy of mission, usually in the
early years of their ministry, which influences and some-
times determines later courses of action. We have a beautiful
model for study in the life of St. Paul. His philosophy of mission
is set forth in his Roman letter, chapter 1. Three statements
form the bulwark of his philosophy of service.

In verse 16 he says, “ 1 am not ashamed of the gospel, be-
cause it isthe power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” (NIV).* This
is conviction and declaration— a fundamental concept and
assertion of the adequacy of the gospel for every level of hu-
man society. One may observe this element in all of Paul's
preaching. It will be noted today in the positive ministry of
Christian certainties.

In verse 14, Paul says, "I am obligated both to Greeks and
non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish” (NIV). This
sense of obligation took Paul across frontiers and into new
territories on long and hazardous journeys on land and sea,
and finally to Rome. At Rome he announced, "I am already
being poured out as a drink offering, and the time has come
for my departure. | have fought the good fight, | have finished
the race, | have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:6-7, NIV). This sense
of obligation has pushed the frontiers of the Church to the
outer reaches of the earth and motivated preachers and mis-
sionaries to become "poured out" for the gospel.



In verse 15, Paul completes his philosophy with these
words, “ That is why | am so eager to preach the gospel also to
you who are at Rome" (NIV). This eager readiness may be ob-
served throughout his ministry. It follows naturally the con-
viction and commitment already expressed.

The list of preachers whose lives are characterized by
Paul's philosophy of mission is a long one. Their actions are
predictable because of this philosophy, and it is noteworthy
to observe that they are remembered long after their earthly
ministry has ceased.

*Quotations from The New International Version, copyright, 1973, by New York
Bible Society International, are used by permission.

PASTOR'S

PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

Current Selections

HOLINESS THE PARADOX
A WAY OF LIFE OF PRAYER
ByH. Robert Crossman By W. T. Purkiser
75¢c 50c

5 or more, 30c each*
Plus 3c per book for postage

Present them in the prayer meeting hour for your
lay people to purchase.

For additional information consult special flyer in the July Ministers' Book
Club Mailing.

*Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE « Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT. GROWING, EFFECTIVE CHURCH!
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THE TITHE IS THE LORD'S

A mini-mini book subtitled
"A Primer on Christian Giv-
ing.” It treats the validity of the
tithe. This book is for wide
distribution. Every member and
friend of the church should
read it. It is not exhaustive in
its treatment but it gives the
basics and is a good com-
panion piece for Giving and
Living.

4 for $1.00, 3 pkgs., $2.75

STEWARDSHIP

If you did not have a CST
study on Giving and Living this
past spring, plan one for this
fall. The text has won the praise
of many.

Send your order to:
NAZARESIE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527
Kansas City, Mo. 64141
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LIFE INCOME

The trustfor those
who don’tthink
they can afford one ...

Horizons
Revocable
Trusts

You want to leave property, stocks, or savings to
support the Lord’s work. But at a future date you
might need those assets to meet an unforeseen
expense. With Horizons Revocable Trusts, you
arrange your gift now to avoid probate costs and
delays. But you retain control. If necessary, you can
withdraw a portion (or even all) of your contribution.
Write for more information today.

Take a wise look ahead

Mm. m I f 1 | eianned
# Jn |
PROGRAMS
Rev. Crew:

Please send me, without obligation, more infor-

Div. of mation on Horizons Revocable Trusts.

Life Income Gifts

& Bequests

Attn.:

Rev. Robert U. Crew
CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo.
64131
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Do you
see the
difference
clearly?
Today's E Tomorrow's
MEMBERSHIP! MEMBERSHIP?
320,041 NWMS Members N Z 430,847 Total Church Mem be
72.4% of Church Members 100% Membership
Y |_ V Women, 100% of Church
Women Members, 46.0% Membership
0,
Men Members, 21.0% U F V F Men',v'torggse?;h(i:phurch
NRTS5F-
Teens, 100% of Church
Teen Members, 15.0% OCLCTR- Membership
UP NE S R H"
: Juniors, 100% of Ch h
Junior Members, 18.0% T o REGcHE Py umol\;ISemberost?ip ure

FNECHIBSCR®™

TVHPRUCFNC»

Is Your Mission Vision—

Foggy? Blurred? Cloudy? _ Bright & Clear?

You are the KEY—-

Encourage ALL new members to join the NWMS.

Dr. Paul W. Gamertsfelder
General Council Member
Membership, Men in Missions
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WORLD MISSIONS

A r SMCferaAvfiHtigttHB
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1 | Portw » jijv
apan
i , .
jtaondifras ljhittpptr
Cdit rjSica
«L
'VftoSivia = / "'
Chile iSwaziitfm

Agee 1<
? 1 .r .
Youth rallies

Mission emphases
Campus activities
Club meetings
Retreats

For information:
Richard Gammill
SMC Director
Department of World Missions
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131
16F



CHURCH SCHOOLS

SERIOUS
ABOUT...

V>®E %

CRADLE ROLL
SUNDAY—
SEPTEMBER 14

Seeking New Babies and
Their Parents

AN OUTREACH MINISTRY WITH
A BUILT-IN TWO-YEAR FOLLOW-UP

STEWARDSHIP

FOR HELP, WRITE:
GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
6401 THE PASEO
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64131

"J HAVg PKIENPS IN WISH PUACB6."
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REACH OUT ad ]

September 28 through November 2

Reach Out POSTER

A unique, 8-panel fold-out which when complete takes the shape of a
24 x 40" cross. Each Sunday a section is unfolded, reminding mem-
bers to Reach Out to family, friends, neighbors, school and work,
community, and Christ. Four-color, 8 x 8" panel designs appropriate
to weekly emphasis.

U-4079P $2.00

Reach Out FOLDERS

Full-color covers correspond with the six individual pictures on the
poster. Motivational messages inside tie in with weekly outreach. To
be distributed in the classes and/or mailed out the week before each
emphasis. Four pages. 3 x 6".

U-4075F Packages of 50 each of 6 different designs for $8.25

Reach Out STICKER

Encourage total involvement; generate excitement at the September
12 kickoff banquet and on the very first Sunday. Give everyone a
theme-design sticker. Approximately 1%" wide. Pressure-sensitive.
uU-4080 Package of 50 for $1.75
Reach Out PASS-ALONG FLYER

Presents the Church of the Nazarene as a church that cares. Includes
interesting facts concerning its history, doctrine, and ministries. A
distinctive, full-color, 4 x 8", 4-page leaflet deserving wide distribu-
tion.

T-514 Package of 100 for $1.50

Reach Out DOORKNOB HANGER

One more way of letting the community know something new and
different is happening at your church. Includes a message of invitation
and space for local information. Eye-catching, colorful, die-cut. 314 x
9%".

U-4078DH Package of 50 for $1.50

All colorfully lithographed
with theme design on quality stock



A SIX-WEEK SUNDAY SCHOOL
ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NOW! Plan and Pray NOW for an enthusiastic
September 28 launch! NOW!

Reach Out POSTCARD

Handy, compelling reminder for church-wide mailing, absentee and
new contact follow-ups. Four-color theme design on front; space for
message and/or address on back. 3'A x 5!6".

U-4074PC Package of 50 for $1.45; 2 packages for $2.75

Reach Out and Touch THEME SONG

Rally around this popular chorus by Otis Skillings. Everybody will
enjoy singing it! Printed on 514 x 8!4" leaflet.
U-4081TS Package of 25 for $1.00

Reach Out LETTERHEAD

Useful in a variety of ways— personal letters, general mailing, flyer—
for informing and challenging each member. 872 x 11".

U-4076L Package of 50 for $1.50
U-4077E MATCHING MAILING ENVELOPE, # 10 size

Package of 50 for $1.50
Reach Out BULLETIN
Creates an atmosphere, serves as a reminder of this important Sunday
school enlargement program. Quality stock comes flat (8% x 11"),
ready for mimeographing.
U-4081 Package of 100 for $3.00
Reach Out BULLETIN INSERT

Doubles as an insert in the regular church bulletin or promotional
handbill. Back side blank, allowing church to relate theme to its
particular needs. 5Vi x 816".

U-4082 Package of 100 for $3.00

Something extra . ..
Reach Out PROGRAM BUILDERS
September 21 for Children— September 28 for Youth

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SEE OTHER PROMOTION.

Available from your
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

U-4081
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

gets backtobasics
E+ V=A

(Enrollment + Visitation = Attendance)

September— nroll new members
October— scalate the attendance

November— vangelize everyone

Don't forget Cradle Roll and Home Department
in your September enrollment drive.

"BIG E" folder available on request—

Write the Church Schools Department
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131

161



N

q QESJV T’

Vision, planning, preparation, and hard work
make anything possible—even Caravan. Make
this a good year. If you don't have a Caravan,
order the Starter Kit today. It's not too late!

Caravans
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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HOME MISSIONS

GENERAL CHURCH LOAN FUND
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City
Missouri

64131

When your people INVEST in outreach,

you'll see their INTEREST GROW!

Savings invested in the General Church Loan
Fund earn valuable interest for depositors while
they help build new churches. Money working
iIn home missionary outreach will increase each
depositor's awareness of home missions and the
vital part such outreach plays in total church
growth.

You can help your people invest in outreach. The cou-
pon below will help you.

Please send me the General Church Loan Fund
promotional Kit.

16L
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No. of free GCLF bulletin inserts needed

(Mail to address at top of page.)
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Write for yours today
Christian Service Training

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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YOUTH

ffl

Total Youth
Program Service

TAKE THIS
TO YOUR
LEADER

ORDER NOW

Yes! Ineed “TYPS.” | want it
At $13.50 annually, it's a bargain!

NAME

ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP

0O Also send three-ring, 6 x9 loose-leaf
binder for TYPS.
N-295

I'm enclosing $ _
in check or money order

Charge to: O Personal

(other) Account

$3.50

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
BOX 527
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141

76N

SPONSOR
ENRICHMENT

Ideas and articles designed
for personal growth

HOW TO

Practical solutions to daily
frustrations of a youth
worker

BASIC
RESOURCES

Helps which broaden local

youth ministry

IMPACT
PROJECTS

Field-tested projects that
can work for you, too

SOCIAL
RECREATION

Freshlywritten ideas for
fun and games

ENCOUNTERS

Session focused on Bible
study in God’s family

PLUS:

occasional items like ...

latest youth music

new paperback books
brochures on new films
attractive display calendar
lively youth posters



New ChRISTIANS
Need SpECIaLA tten tlon

The Department of Evangelism is
happy to recommend the Basic Bible
Studies for New Christians available
from the Nazarene Publishing House.
(VE-80) 75c; 6 or more, 50c each.

Chic Shaver has prepared these ma-
terials especially for new Christians.
They are in the format of eight individual
lessons to accommodate personal fol-
low-up visits. The lessons are not dif-
ficult. They simply lead the new believer
to a scripturally stable Christian life.
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*W M £ I'M REPAIRING YOUft SE7 1 THOUGHT YOUFOLXS M/6HT
FNJOY SEE/N& $CME VACAVON MOVTeSI TOOK AT THE A/V/E/?A
jlastsvmmjta."

It's more than showing movies! For cur-
rent information on the use of VIDEO-
TAPE, FILMS, TV-RADIO SPOTS, MULTI-
MEDIA write:

Nazarene Communications
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131



Dishpan Devotions

By Nita Crawford

ishes, diapers, crying babies, un-

made beds, unpaid bills, an
overworked husband! Dear God, |
know | should spend more time in
prayer with You, but with all these
problems, how can | ever find the
time?”

Since | uttered this plaintive cry
as a harried young housewife, | have
found this problem to be universal.
Finding time for communion with
God is difficult but it is not impos-
sible. Time can be found. As | was
working in the kitchen that day,
these words thundered into my con-
sciousness, “Lo, | am with you al-
way, even unto the end of the world.”
If this were true, | reasoned, He
would be with me as I did the dishes.

Thus reassured, | decided to pray
as | worked. Before | began, however,
self-pity engulfed me. As | wallowed
in it, | remembered the admonition,
“In every thing give thanks.”

“But, God, how can | give thanks
for dirty dishes?”

Suddenly 1| realized that dirty
dishes are a tangible symbol of a
blessing—plentiful food.

“Thank You, Father, for caring for
us and for giving me a hard-working
husband.”

A stew simmering on the stove
reminded me of other blessings. Its

July, 1975

tantalizing odors of beef, onions, and
tomatoes made my mouth water.

“Thank You, God, for all the good-
tasting foods You have given us. And
thank You for letting them smell
good too.”

As | heard the bubbling stew and
the splash of water as | filled the
dishpan, | became aware of the gift
of hearing. How beautiful it is to
hear laughing children, courting
birds, babbling brooks, and roaring
waterfalls. What a thrill it is to hear
the words “I love you.”

“Thank You, God, for this mar-
velous gift of hearing.”

The stew itself was a constantly
changing composition of deep reds,
green, brown, white, and yellow.
Back at the sink | discovered anew
the beauty outside my own window,
and on my drainboard the delicate,
flowerlike design in a golden carrot
slice.

“ Oh, thank You, God, for this won-
derful gift of sight. Thank You for
the gift of seeing my children’s faces
and my husband’'s smiles, for the
privilege of reading, and the enjoy-
ment of beauty surrounding me.”

As | splashed fresh water over
detergent, soap bubbles floated mer-
rily into the air and childlike joy
erupted within me as | chased them.

17



Swishing my hands through the
warm water and squeezing the fluffy
white layer of suds, | appreciated the
sense of touch which enables us to
feel the caress of a loved one; the
sticky, lollipop-flavored kiss of a tod-
dler; the fever on a baby’s brow; and
a thousand other things.

“Thank You, God, for this gift.

Thank You, too, for dirty dishes.
Today they have taken on a new
meaning for me.”

Dishpan devotions have become a
regular habit and so has praying
while doing my other tasks. From
these experiences | have learned that
it is indeed possible to “ pray without
ceasing.”

§|ine/

Happiness Is Not In

WEALTH: The famous American millionaire Jay Gould had an enormous
fortune. When he was dying, he said, “l suppose I am the most miserable
man on earth.”

PLEASURE: The author of “Hours of Idleness,” Lord Byron, who reveled in
sinful pleasure almost all his days, wrote on his last birthday, “My days are in
the yellow leaf; the flowers and fruits of life are gone; the worm, the canker,
the grief are mine alone.”

POWER: The name of Napoleon the Great truly stands prominent for
power. Musing, a lonely prisoner on St. Helena, he summarized thus: “Alex-
ander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself founded empires. But on what did
we found them? On force! Jesus Christ alone founded His on love, and today
there are millions who would die for Him.”

POSITION: One of the greatest wonders of men who rose to position was

Benjamin Disraeli; yet he wrote, “Youth is a mistake, manhood a struggle,
old age a regret.”

FAME: Sir Walter Scott probably attained to fame excelled by none. Though
he spent his life in writing fiction, when he came to die he wanted fact and
said, “Bring me the Book.” When his faithful servant asked which book,
Scott said, “There is but one Book, the Bible.”

WHERE IS HAPPINESS? In Jesus Christ alone! “Whoso trusteth in the
Lord, happy is he” (Prov. 16:20).

b i 111w
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Portraits of Paul

. Paul, a Servant

One stanza of Charles Wesley's
great hymn of challenge is:
A charge to keep | have,
A God to glorify;
A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.

To serve my present age. The ser-
vant complex. The “others” philo-
sophy of life. This is what it means to
be a dedicated Christian.

Paul is the example supreme of a
man who denied himself, charged
himself, subordinated himself to this
place of service to God and his fel-
lowman. The idea, servant; the ac-
tion, serving; the result, service—
these are prominent in the writings
of Paul. A terse summary is given in
2 Cor. 4:5, “For we preach not our-
selves, but . your servants for
Jesus’ sake.” This text shows Paul in
the background, others in the fore-
ground, Jesus as the reason.

It is significant to note that Paul
was in the background. Paul the
learned, the leader, the gifted, be-
comes Paul the servant. The servant
idea is phrased again and again:
“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ”
(Rom. 1:1); “If I yet pleased men,
I should not be the servant of Christ”
(Gal. 1:10); “Paul and Timotheus,

by
J. Melton Thomas

Evangelist
Mt. Vernon, Ohio

July, 1975

the servants of Jesus Christ” (Phil.
1:1); “He that is called, being free, is
Christ’'s servant” (1 Cor. 7:22); the
text, “We preach not ourselves, but

. . ourselves your servants.”

The servant concept appears in the
salutations of his letters. It is the be-
ginning, the greeting, the way he
identifies himself. This is the way he
lets folk know who he is. Not an am-
bassador, not a king or president, not
the descendent of proud heritage,
which he surely was. Not Paul of
Sanhedrin fame; not Paul, zealous
for right; but Paul, servant of God.

As the signature music of a pro-
gram is ever recurring in that pro-
gram, so the servant complex
appears again and again in Paul.
As the signature music tells what the
program is, so “servant of the Lord”
tells who Paul is.

Paul puts himself in the back-
ground, and others in the foreground.
“Ourselves your servants.”

This is not a subservient bondage
to others. It is not a fear resulting in
a cringing attitude. There is no sub-
ordination of personal dignity be-
cause of some supposed superiority
of others. It is, rather, the realization
of the meaning of every man. It rec-
ognizes that man is made in God’s
likeness and is potentially God’s
child. So we, like Paul, put ourselves
in a position to redeem the concealed
image, not by exalting people as
lords, but by humbling ourselves as
servants.

To embrace such a concept of life
is to make the menial task meaning-
ful; it is to make the burdensome
task bearable. It is also to enter into

19



the very spirit of Jesus, “who, being
in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: but
made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men”
(Phil. 2:6-7).

The fact of Jesus, the Servant, is
the explanation of Paul, the servant.
Jesus is the reason. Jesus, who was
God’s equal, humbled himself to be-
come a Servant of mankind. Now
Paul would follow the example and
himself be a servant.

Mind this, however: It was a ser-
vant to Christ. “Paul, a servant of
Jesus Christ.” We all serve someone.
Paul had decided to let that Someone
be Christ. It was for Jesus’ sake.

THE

M W

A Great Invitation

Isaiah 1:18-19 is no new text to the
evangelical preacher. It breaks down very
simply into three divisions:

1. The Person of the invitation, “Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord” (v. 18).

2. The problem of the invitation.
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as wool”
(v. 18).

3. The promise of the invitation. Im-
plied in the forgiveness and the cleansing
from sins (v. 18) and in v. 19, “If you
consent and obey, you will eat the best
of the land” (NASB¥*).

*From the New American Standard Bible, copy-

right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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Christ loved others and trusts us with
others. Jesus gave himself for others
and places confidence in us to herald
that message to others. So it is for
Him that we serve others.

A man explained his extreme devo-
tion to his invalid wife by relating
the story out of which her inability
grew. A partner of his had stolen
from their business but made the
theft appear to have been done by the
man telling the story. The guiltless
man’s wife, however, continued to
believe in him and was about the
only one who did. She stayed by him
until his innocence was established
but in doing so broke her health.
“She gave herself for me,” he said,
“so now | give myself for her.”

By C. NEIL STRAIT

Pastor, Taylor Avenue Church of the Nazarene<Racine, Wis.

The second point needs some com-
ment. It might be read as “easy forgive-
ness” by some, but the “if” of v. 19
should not be overlooked.

Also, as regards the “sins” of v. 18, it
means “twice dyed” or “double-dyed,”
pertaining to the word scarlet. This
would imply a “colorfast” situation. It is
not presumptuous, then, to share the
fact that only grace—the grace of God—
through Jesus Christ and His atoning
death, and the cleansing of the Holy
Spirit, can deal adequately with the sins
of life.

The Blessings of
Obedience

There is a thrilling story in Acts 9:10-
19—the call of God to Ananias to anoint

The Preacher’'s Magazine



Saul. In it we see the blessings of obedi-
ence.

1. Obedience to God's call allowed
Ananias to see God’s plan. “Go ... for he
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel” (v. 15). Two beau-
tiful words occur in v. 17—"“Brother
Saul.” They speak volumes.

Ananias, like any of us, had questioned
the conversion of Saul. But when it was
translated from cold fact into the warmth
of a loving and obedient heart, it ap-
peared differently—*“ Brother Saul.”
Then he saw the plan of God.

2. Obedience to God’'s call allowed
Ananias to see God’s possibility. To see
firsthand the change, the borning soul,
the new birth, was truly a rich experi-
ence for Ananias.

3. Obedience to God’'s call allowed
Ananias to see God’s provisions. Ananias
knew what Saul had been in the past.
But now to see what he was to become,
through Christ, was a convincing experi-
ence. Truly it was something to share.

Gospel Affects
All of Life

Let me pass along a “scripture nug-
get” from a cassette tape that crossed
my desk. It's from Dr. Warren Wiersbe,
SAID, produced by Ken Anderson Films.
He shares these thoughts from Heb. 11:7:

The gospel makes an impact on all of
life: the mind—“By faith Noah, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet”;
the emotions—“moved with fear”; the
will—*“ prepared an ark.”

Growing in Christ

| pass along these thoughts from Eph.
4:14-16:

1. There is growth—or progress—in
the Christian life. We are to “grow up
into him” (v. 15).

2. There is genuineness—or perspec-
tive—in the growing process. “In all
things” (v. 15). All of life is touched by
growth. Thus all of life should be touched
and affected as a man grows in Christ.

3. There are goals—or priorities—as a
person grows in Christ. We are to “grow
up into him in all things, which is the
head, even Christ” (v. 15).

A Word About Preaching

Dr. Reuel H. Howe, in his book Part-
ners in Preaching: Clergy and Laity in
Dialogue, has this interesting comment
about the minister who truly desires to
communicate: “[He] must learn to
preach out of the weakness of his under-
standing of the Gospel and of life as well
as out of his strengths.”

| believe what he is saying is that the
preacher shouldn’t sound like he knows
it all.

Words from
Corrie ten Boom

The life of Corrie ten Boom has been
an inspiration to our generation. Here's
a few words any preacher could run a
long way with: “God has no problems,
only plans” (Decision, Nov., 1974, p. 13).

How do pastors see men? As opportunities for exploitation,
for argumentation, or for evangelism? Do we see men en masse or
are we aware of individuals? Jesus saw men who could be re-
deemed—poor, broken, bleeding, blinded.

July, 1975

—Carl B. Clendenen
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IN THEASTUDY

Looking at Our Lord in Luke

July 6

THE LOST SHEEP (15:4)
Scripture: Luke 15:1-7

Introduction: The key verse of Luke is
19:10—" For the Son of man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost.”
That theme is the basis of the three
parables on lostness that comprise this
fifteenth chapter of Luke. The first is the
lost sheep (vv. 3-7). The second is the
lost coin (vv. 8-10). The third is the lost
son (w. 11-32)—better known as the
prodigal son.

The last one is really two parables in
one: the lost son (w. 11-24) and the lost
brother (vv. 25-32). So we shall treat
them here separately.

The parable of the lost sheep is re-
corded also in Matthew (19:12-14). But
the parables of the lost coin and the lost
son are found only in Luke.

The occasion for these parables is
given in the first two verses of the chap-
ter. Some “publicans” (tax collectors)
and “sinners” (so called by the Pharisees
because they were considered ceremoni-
ally unclean) were coming to Jesus to

By Ralph Earle

Professor of New Testament
Nazarene Theological
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

hear His teaching. The Pharisees and the
scribes were muttering, “This man wel-
comes sinners and eats with them” (v. 2,
NIV*). It was to answer this criticism
that Jesus told these parables.

I. The Sheep Lost (v. 4)

Flocks of sheep are still commonly
seen in the Middle East. Some contain
as few as half a dozen or a dozen. A flock
of 100 sheep, though not uncommon,
would be of good size.

One sheep strayed away from the flock,
apparently lured by greener-looking
grass. When the shepherd counted his
sheep at the close of the day, he found
only 99. He left these in the care of some-
one and set out in search of the one lost
sheep. He hunted for it until he finally
found it.

Il. The Sheep Found (v. 5)

When the shepherd discovered his lost
sheep it was probably dark, or at least
getting dark. Tenderly he lifted the sheep
to his shoulders and carried it safely
home.

IIl. The Shepherd Rejoicing (v. 6)

The shepherd’s heart was glad when he
found his lost sheep. So happy was he
that when he reached home, he called
together his friends and neighbors to re-
joice with him.

The meaning of the parable is clear.
The Pharisees criticized Jesus for asso-
ciating with sinners in order to save
them. But He wanted them to see that
He, as the Good Shepherd, was more

*From The New International Version, copyright
© 1973 by the New York Bible Society International.
Used by permission.
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concerned for each individual lost sheep
than for the men who prided themselves
on their own righteousness and felt that
they did not need to repent. He put it
this way: “I tell you that in the same
way there is more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons' who do not
need to repent” (v. 7, NIV). Perhaps the
last part reflects the attitude of the
Pharisees rather than that of Jesus.

July 13

THE LOST COIN (15:8)
Scripture: Luke 15:8-10

Introduction: The parable of the lost
sheep pictures Jesus as the Good Shep-
herd seeking His lost sheep until He
finds it. The parable of the lost coin de-
scribes the work of the Holy Spirit in
diligently searching for lost souls. Jesus
not only died on the Cross for the whole
human race, but He is interested in the
salvation of each individual. And the Ho-
ly Spirit is His Agent at work in the
world today, ferreting out the sinner, con-
victing him, and bringing him to a place
of repentance.

I. The Search (v. 8)

Jesus told about a woman who had 10
“pieces of silver.” This is one word in
Greek, drachmas. The drachma was a
Greek silver coin worth about 20 cents,
the same as the Roman silver denarius
mentioned frequently in the Gospels. The
word “drachma” occurs only here (w.
8-9) in the New Testament.

The woman's careful search implies
that the coin may have had special value
to her. It has been suggested that the 10
drachmas may have been a wedding
dowry, which she wore around her neck.
Perhaps the string broke and one was
lost. In consternation she lighted a can-
dle, swept the house, and sought dili-
gently until she found it.

n. The Rejoicing (v. 9)

When she finally found the lost coin,
the woman called in her “friends and her
neighbours” to rejoice with her. We found
the same thing with the shepherd in the
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previous parable. But there is one little
difference in the Greek that does not
show up in English translations. In the
parable of the lost sheep the word for
“friends” is masculine, as would be ex-
pected. In the parable of the lost coin the
word for “friends” is feminine. Naturally,
the woman called together her women
friends and neighbors.

1Q. The Application (v. 10)

In similar language to that at the end
of the previous parable Jesus declared
that there is rejoicing in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.

Conclusion: The sheep was lost out on
the hills somewhere, and the shepherd
had to go perhaps a considerable dis-
tance to find it. But the coin was lost
right in the house.

This suggests two kinds of sinners who
need to be saved. One goes astray and
needs to be found and brought back
home. But there are those who are lost
right in the church and even in a Chris-
tian home—just as surely lost as those
who are far out in sin. Are you one of
these who is lost in the home?

Only God could tell us how many peo-
ple living in Christian homes and attend-
ing church regularly are actually lost. It
is a sobering thing to contemplate.

July 20

THE LOST SON (15:24)
Scripture: Luke 15:11-24

Introduction: The parable of the prodi-
gal son is one of the best-loved stories in
the Bible, because it is so true to life.
There have been prodigal sons in every
century and in every country. One can
read a papyrus letter written back home
to Egypt in the first century by a boy
who had run away from home but found
the distant world cold and cruel. There
is something about this parable that
touches the heartstrings of people around
the globe. It tells about a young man who
started out as a proud possessor, became
a prodigal, and then a pauper, but ended
as penitent and pardoned.
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l. The Possessor (v. 12)

The younger of two sons said to his
father, “ Father, give me my share of the
estate” (NIV). “So he divided his prop-
erty between them.” The older son, in
accordance with the Mosaic law (Deut.
21:17), got a double portion. So that left
only one-third of the family estate as the
younger boy’s share. But it doubtless
looked to him very large.

This young man was like many a youth
today: “I want everything right now!”
But young people who insist on experi-
encing all of life in their teens mortgage
their twenties and thirties. When life
should be opening up for them with all
its beauty and blessing, they find that
they have grabbed it with greedy fingers
and crushed it like a rosebud. The frag-
rance and freshness are all gone. All that
is left is drab and dreary disappointment.
This is the fate of thousands of teen-
agers today.

N. The Prodigal (v. 13)

Eager to get away from parental dis-
cipline, the younger son took all his new-
found wealth and left home. Probably he
said to himself, “I'm tired of having my
father tell me what to do; I'm going to be
my own boss.” But every person who does
that soon finds that the meanest master
he can have in the world is his own selfish
self—a tyrannical slave driver!

To make sure that he escaped entirely
from home influence, the young man
went to “a far country”—perhaps to
Rome. There he could do as he pleased
—for a while.

In that distant land he “wasted his
substance with riotous living.” Of course
this literally means that he “squandered
his wealth in wild living” (NIV). But one
is tempted to make a spiritual applica-
tion here: While he was wasting his
money on “wine, women, and song,” he
was also wasting the inner substance of
his soul. The greatest tragedy in America
is not the money wasted on alcohol,
drugs, and immorality, but what these do
to men’s bodies and souls.

IH. The Pauper (VV. 14'16)

The lad would not have started out so
gaily as the proud possessor if he could
have seen himself at the end of that road
—a pauper in a pigpen. “When he had
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spent all,” there was a severe famine in
the land. With no money and no food,
the fellow began to be desperate. He fi-
nally hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him into his field to
feed the pigs. For a Jewish boy this was
the lowest disgrace imaginable, for the
Jews avoided any contact with pigs as
unclean animals. The boy had hit bot-
tom!

But not quite. For we read: “ He longed
to fill his stomach with the pods that the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything” (v. 16, NIV). When a man gets
down so low that he envies the hogs, he
is pretty low! But this is where sin and
selfishness had led this fellow who started
out in such high hopes.

IV. The Penitent (w . 17-19)

Finally the young man “came to him-
self.” This is the literal Greek and it is
good English idiom. It means that he
“came to his senses” (NI1V). He had been
acting like a stupid fool. But he had to
strike bottom in order to discover him-
self.

He began to think of how even the
hired servants back home had plenty to
eat, and here he was starving. So he
made a new resolve: “1 will arise and go
to my father” (v. 18). He would make his
confession: “I1 have sinned against heav-
en”—that is, God—"“and before thee.”
He realized what every sinner must ac-
knowledge, that he had first of all sinned
against God and then secondarily against
his father. For all sin is a sin against
divine love.

He would also tell his father that he
was no longer fit to be called his son but
would ask only to be a hired servant (v.
19). Repentance means humility, with
contrition and confession.

V. The Pardoned (vv. 20'24)

Good resolutions are not enough; they
must be put into action. And so the
young man got up and went to his father.
While he was still some distance away,
his father recognized him. Ragged and
emaciated though the son was, his father
had compassion on him. He ran, fell on
his neck, and kissed him (v. 20).

The boy started to make his speech of
confession and penitence (v. 21). But he
never got a chance to suggest being taken
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back merely as a hired servant. For his
father interrupted him with an order to
his servants: “Bring forth the best robe”
to cover his rags, “and put a ring on his
hand” to show that he was again a full-
fledged member of the family, “and shoes
on his feet,” perhaps to go to work again
and keep out of mischief!

There is a beautiful touch here. The
ring was the family signet ring. Putting
this on the returned prodigal's finger
meant that he could now transact official
business in his father's name. The father
had not just half forgiven his son, as
David did Absalom. Instead he gave him
unconditional forgiveness, handing him
the family charge card! This is divine
forgiveness, the kind we are to give.

In addition the father ordered the fat-
tened (stall-fed) calf to be killed, and a
big banquet to be prepared. Why? “For
this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found” (v. 24). “So
they began to celebrate” (NIV).

Conclusion: As the parable of the lost
sheep describes Christ the Good Shep-
herd seeking the lost, and the parable of
the lost coin the Holy Spirit searching for
souls, so the parable of the lost son shows
the Father waiting for His wayward child
to return. So all the Trinity is involved
in our salvation. And the Heavenly Fa-
ther is still waiting for every lost son to
come home to Him.

July 27

THE LOST BROTHER (15:31)
Scripture: Luke 15:25-32

Introduction: We noted that the parable
of the lost sheep pictures a sinner lost
outside the fold, whereas the parable of
the lost coin suggests a sinner lost in-
side the house. We have the same paral-
lels in these last two parables. The
prodigal was lost in a far country; but
the older brother was just as much lost
right at home.

I. The Brother Informed (vv. 25-27)
When the prodigal son returned, his

older brother was out in the field, appar-

ently working. As he neared the house,
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he heard music and dancing. Surprised,
he asked a servant what was going on.

The servant told him that his younger
brother had returned home and that
their father had prepared a special feast
because he had received the boy back
“safe and sound” (v. 27, NIV).

D. The Brother Angered (w . 28-30)

The older brother reacted with sullen
anger, refusing to join the festivities or
even go into the house. So his father
went out and pleaded with him to come
in.

Then this older son really exploded.
Glowering angrily at his father, he said:
“Look! All these years I've been slaving
for you ... Yet you never gave me even
a young goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours who
has squandered your property with pros-
titutes comes home, you Kill the fattened
calf for him!” (vv. 29-30, NIV).

Two things show up in this brother’s
words. The first was his pathetic con-
cept of filial devotion: “All these years
I've been slaving for you.” Jesus clearly
intended to portray him as typifying the
Pharisees, with their legalistic conception
of religion. Serving God meant slavishly
obeying all the minute rules and regula-
tions of the law. It was all a matter of
duty, without any love or joy in it. Too
many people still think that this is the
kind of service that pleases God

The second thing that we see here in
the older son is his contemptuous atti-
tude toward his brother. He did not refer
to him as “my brother.” Oh, no! He said,
“This son of yours.” This was hateful
contempt, which is one of the cardinal
sins in God's sight. This worthless
wretch, he told his father, “has squan-
dered your property with prostitutes.”
This may or may not have been true. But
at least the father had given the property
to his two sons. What had the older son
done with his? Probably the hard-hearted
miser hadn’t spent a penny of it. In his
own way, he was just as miserable as his
prodigal brother. Stingy people are never
happy!

IIl. The Brother Reproved (vv. 31-32)

The father said, “Son, thou art ever
with me, and all that | have is thine.”
In other words, “You could have had a
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big party with your friends any time
that you asked for it.” But the poor,
miserly soul did not know how to enjoy
life. Some religious people today seem to
think that joy and happiness are proof
that one is not very pious!

Notice that the father gently but firm-
ly answered the sneering reference to
“this son of yours” (v. 30) by saying
“this brother of yours” (v. 32). He was
reminding the older son that he had a
responsibility to his own brother, even
in spite of the way he had acted. And
we need to face up to our responsibility
in this matter. There is a sense in which
every man is our brother. We must show
compassion, not contempt, toward all
men.
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A Burial Service
By Lyman Salisbury*

The following burial service is adapted
and used for special Christian friends and
members. The part of the usual burial
service that always seems so final is:
“Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust.” In this service the minister holds
three flowers in his hand. Scripture from
John 14:1-6 (or other scripture) is re-
peated. The service continues as follows:

“We have gathered here today to pay
our last respects to one whom God in
His wise providence has taken from us.
We dare not think of it as misfortune for
the one who has gone. He [she] has en-
tered into life, to be forever with the
Lord. We are not bidding him [her]
good-bye, for we hope to see him [her]
again.

“Yet | want to remind you that it is
with a personal sense of sorrow and loss
that I am here, for the one who has
passed away was my friend. So | have
brought with me these flowers to lay over
his [her] silent form—one for faith, one
for hope, one for love. One for faith—
faith that God’s promises are true, and
that through the blood of His dear Son
there is no death for any who die trusting
in Him. One for hope—hope that some

‘*M1. Vernon, Wash.
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day we shall be reunited with our loved
ones in the blessed by-and-by. And one
for love—love that even death cannot
sever but is still ours and will be ours
when we shall meet around God's throne,
where we shall know as we are known.”

Then follows prayer and benediction.

What Hurts the Good Name?

Text: “A good name is rather to be
chosen than great riches” (Prov. 22:1).

Introduction: Solomon suggests in this
passage that there are seven things that
hurt the “good name.” The good name is
the name of Christ at which one day
“every knee should bow.” What hurts
the good name?

I. Respect of Persons (v. 2)
Good prospects and poor ones some-
times determined by:
A. Monetary worth
B. Social status
C. Ethnic background

Il. Pride (v. 4)
May take various forms:
A. Pride of possessions
B. Pride of position
C. Pride of standards

I1l. Disobedient Children (v. 6)
A. Children are a reproach or a
blessing.
B. Behavior in church reflects par-
ents’ attitude toward gospel

1Iv. sin (of any kind)
Sometimes expressed in:
A. Actions

B. Attitudes

V. Stinginess (v. 9)
Three ways to give:
A. Grudgingly
B. Glibly
C. Gratefully
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VI. Scorn (v. 10)
Scomers are people who have quit:
A. Reading the Bible
B. Praying
C. Witnessing

VIl. Laziness (v. 13)
A. Poor teaching
B. Activities and services of the
church

M ichael Sellars

His Holiness Is Sick

Text: “1 wish above all things that thou
mayest prosper and be in health, even as
thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2).

Introduction: Years ago world newspa-
pers carried a headline that read “His
Holiness 1s Sick.” They referred, of
course, to the pope. A few weeks later
he succumbed to the sickness.

Those words still intrigue me. They
suggest to me a long parade of folk whose
“holiness is sick.” What are the symp-
toms of spiritual sickness? When is one’s
holiness sick?

I. When There Is a Low Temperature
A. Low temperature is the worst
thing that can happen to a
church. Thousands are turning
elsewhere for a warmer atmo-
sphere. Jesus warned about
“lukewarmness.”

B. Reason for low temperature: Not
the world or the devil or the
preacher—we are as spiritual as
we want to be.

Il. When There IS a Failing Appetite

A. Indifference to meals worries the
doctor.
Indifference in spiritual menu
worries the pastor.

B. Examine yourself for: Appetite
for Word of God; for services of
the church.

IIl. When There IS Difficulty in
Breathing

A. Physically this places life in jeop-

ardy.
B. To breathe spiritually is to pray.
C. When churches cease to

“breathe,” they are sick.
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IV. When There Is a General Lethargy
A. If you drag in and out of bed, to
work, home again, it is likely you

are sick.

B. Dragging around as a Christian
indicates spiritual sickness.

Conclusion: HOW can one recover?
Admit you are sick.

Seek good food.

Breathe freely.

Get plenty of exercise.

Keep in constant touch with the
Great Physician.

agrwONE

M ichael Sellars

Sermon Starters
Walking with God
Text: Gen. 5:24

1. AJoyful Walk (Ps. 16:11)
Il. AHoly Walk (Heb. 12:14)
11l. A Daily Walk (Luke 1:75)
IV. ARewarding Walk (Gen. 5:24)

Selling Your Birthright
Scripture: Gen. 25:29-34

I. The Appetite That Controlled (Vv.

30, 32)

Il. The Deceit That Was Practiced
(v. 31)

IIl. The Results Of a Fool's B argain
(v. 34)

Worshipping the Golden Calf
Scripture: Ex0d. 32:1-35
I. The Sins of God's People (vv. 1-6)
Il. The Intercession of God's M an (vv.
7-14)
Ill. The Retribution That Sin B rings
(vv. 19-29, 35)

The Lifted Saviour

Scripture: Num. 21:4-9

I. The Bite of the Serpents W as Fatal
(v. 6)

Il. There Was No Human Remedy for
the Serpents’ Bite (v. 6)

Ill. God's Remedy Brought D eliverance
(v. 9)

Conclusion: The dying thief who said,

“Lord, remember me.”

Robert L. Chason
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Sermon Starter—

The Pentecostal Spirit
I. Outpouring of the Spirit—Acts 2:1-4
Il. Spreading of the Spirit—Acts 2:5-18
I1l. Adding of the Spirit—Acts 2:41-47
IV. Gifts of the Spirit—1 Cor. 12:7-13
V. Unity of the Spirit—1 Cor. 13:1-13
Dert G. Keefer

Sermon Topics
for the Love Chapter
(1 Corinthians 13)

Men Hear W hat You Are! (v. 1)

| Believe in Love (v. 2)

Good or Godly? (v. 3)

The Hidden M an of the Heart (v. 4)

The Great M ark of Holiness—
Self-denial (v. 5)

The W hotle Truth (v.6)

A1l or Nothing? (v.7)

I Want to Be Successful (v. 8)

Things We Do Not Know (v. 9)

The Great T riumphant Hour (v. 10)

Love— M an’'s Best Eraser (v. 11)

Face-to-face with Christ,
(v. 12)

Not Who You Are, but What You Are
(v. 13)

My Saviour

J. Walter Halur, Jr.

Ideas that work—

. Then Send a Letter

Most of us enjoy getting mail ad-
dressed to us. With today’s stepped-up
pace, it is becoming increasingly difficult
for a busy pastor to catch busy people at
home. Many times when a visit is im-
possible or inappropriate, a personal let-
ter from the pastor has a lasting effect.

Here are some ideas in using the mail
to our advantage:

1. TO ALL VISITORS. Underscore that
word all. Even though the visitor may live
just down the street, or be a member of
another church, he is a prospect. Boys
and girls especially like to receive mail
in their names. Many parents have told
me that their children placed my letter in
their scrapbooks. Usually it is best to
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Ideas for Sermon Series

Galatians: The Book of Religion
Chap. 1 The Religion of Change
Chap. 2 The Religion of Liberty
Chap. 3 The Religion of Faith
Chap. 4 The Religion of Heirs
Chap. 5 The Religion of Love
Chap. 6 The Religion of Support

James: Book for Christian Living

Chap. 1 Christians and Temptations

Chap. 2 Christians and Wrong Motives

Chap. 3 Christians and Wisdom

Chap. 4 Christians and Aims

Chap. 5 Christians and Real Richness

1 Peter: The Book to Know HOW
to Live

Chap. 1 How to Live a Holy Life

Chap. 2 How to Build Relationships

Chap. 3 How to Be Spiritually
Beautiful

Chap. 4 How to Be Ready

Chap. 5 How to Be a Winner

2 Peter: The Book of K nowledge

Chap. 1 Christians and True
Knowledge

Chap. 2 Christians and False
Knowledge

Chap. 3 Christians and Certain
Knowledge

Dert G. Keefer

have a form letter, but it should be
typed as though it were personal.

2. TO THE ABSENTEE. It is imprac-
tical to send a letter to each absentee
every week. But it means a lot to receive
a note from one’s pastor expressing that
you have been missed.

3. TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION. For
a special job performed in the church or
the community, or even a gift for a
special project, | often send a note of
thanks. For folks who open their homes
to young people, or remember their pas-
tor in a special way, is creates a warm
feeling to know it was appreciated.

4. SYMPATHY. We send letters of
sympathy to the families of the deceased
in our town. In large cities this might not
be practical, but the area in which the
church is located might be served. More
response is received from this gesture
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than any other. To the widow or widower
we usually send a copy of Now That
Bereavement Has Come.

5. CONGRATULATIONS. Each week
our local paper carries the names and ad-
dresses of families having births. Instead
of writing the parents, we write to the
baby. This letter nearly always finds its
way into the “baby book,” and is read
around the family circles.

6. TO NEWCOMERS. From the utility
companies you can usually obtain a list
of the newcomers to your town. To these
folk we simply write a welcome and ex-
tend an invitation for them to visit our
church.

There are various materials with which
we stuff the envelopes. Always we in-
clude a copy of the tract introducing our
church as well as a response card which
reads:

| WOULD WELCOME
__ More information about your church
___Acall from the pastor
__ Literature about your denomination
__ Special prayer

A rubber stamp with this type of in-
formation would save a great deal on
printing costs. Also the postage is paid
by our church if they return the card.

The response has not been dramatic,
but gradually we are building a reputa-
tion of “the people who care.”

M ichael Sellars

“FIRST NAZARENE CLASSIFIED”

If we are happy people, we are people
doing something for others. In the com-
ing weeks, this spot of the Messenger will
be a “First Nazarene Classified.” There
are countless ways of service to God and
His Church—many that most people efre
not aware of. Watch this column to find a
way you can use your special talent for
Him.
WANTED: Someone with carpenter abil-
ity. A small pulpit and altar are needed
for our children’s worship service. May-
be you would like to make this a family
project. We'll furnish the material. Call
the pastor for further information. (There
are other minor building repair and im-
provement service opportunities.)
—Midweek Messenger, Santa Ana, Calif.
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BULLETIN g -1 BARREL

D. L. Moody

Edward Kimball hesitated. Was today
the right day to go into the shoe store
and talk to his Sunday school pupil about
Christ? He overcame his fear and entered
the store where the teen-aged salesman
was wrapping up shoes.

“Dwight, I want to tell you how much
Jesus Christ loved you,” said his Sunday
school teacher. . . . Later, when Kimball
asked Dwight if he would like to surren-
der to Christ, he tearfully replied, “Yes.”
Simply but sincerely, D. L. Moody met
Christ on that day, April 21, 1855.

A PRAYER
(Inspired by a Sunday sermon)

God, help me to close my ears to the
sounds around me,
And let me hear You speak.

God, help me to close my eyes to the
Actions of others,

And see what acts You have for me.

God, help me to close my mind to the
thoughts of the world,

And be open to Your thoughts.

God, help me when | come to worship

to leave myself out,
That | may worship Thee fully.

— Adrian Carlson

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
ROCKEFELLER can sign his name to
a check and make it worth millions.
REMBRANDT could put his name on a
painting and make it invaluable.

BACH could put his name on his music
and make it priceless.

JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth put His
name on our salvation and made it
ETERNAL, PRICELESS, AND WON-
DERFUL!

WE can put our names on His roll and
inherit ETERNAL LIFE.
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A BOARDINGHOUSE OR A HOME?

“Home, Sweet Home” signs are not
found too often in a boardinghouse. It is
easy to feel no obligation to stay around
on holidays.

If things don’t go as you like, you can
move. If the meals aren't perfect, find
another place.

Your obligation stops when you pay
your rent.

A home is different. If you have a
home, you want to be there and you will
work to improve it. You will sacrifice for
it. Your people are there. You overlook
faults. Everyone needs a home.

Is your church your boardinghouse or
your home?

“1 was thinking all those horrible
thoughts about my parents when sud-
denly it hit me,” said one teen-ager.
“If they are all that bad, how come |
am so wonderful?”

Holy Spirit, Guide Me

Holy Spirit, guide me,
For at times I'm so unwise.
If You’'ll stay right beside me,
I'll walk straight to paradise.

Holy Spirit, use me,
Keep me active in Your work.
I’'ll not forsake a duty,
Nor a God-launched challenge shirk.

Holy Spirit, touch me;
I’'m a novice on my own.
A perfect gem | must be
As an heiress to the throne.

Holy Spirit, fill me
So that | will always know

Your depth and love, which thrill me
As You set my heart aglow.

Holy Spirit, show me
As | daily walk with Thee

How Your guidance will bestow me
Heaven'’s joys eternally.

—Mary Lou Johnson

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from your Publishing House

A Guide to Preaching

By R. E. 0. White (W. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1973. 244 pp., $3.95.)
Are you overcome with the task of
preaching? Are you feeling a lack in your
preaching? Are you trying to help a
young preacher get started? Do your ser-
mons lack a deep sense of personal in-
volvement on your part? The author,
whom you may know by another of his
books, Open Letter to Evangelicals, has
written this book especially for the stu-
dent preacher. This is the best up-to-date
expression of how to preach. This book
fully explains why you should do the
things you need to do to preach the Word.
The significant thing about this book
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is the constant recurrence of the element
of enthusiasm in preaching. There are
three main divisions: (1) The Aim of the
Sermon. This includes the basic elements
of the sermon as an aspect of worship,
the importance of getting the listener's
attention, and the excitement of holding
his attention. (2) The Technique of the
Sermon. This includes the actual prep-
aration of the sermon materials and the
conclusion and introduction. (3) The
Continuing Discipline of Preaching. This
includes style, logic, and imagination.

In Chapter 12, “ Effecting the Introduc-
tion,” the author says to prepare the in-
troduction at the last. You need to know
the whole sermon, and then determine
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how to introduce it most effectively. This
also avoids too long an introduction and
too much of a sermon giveaway. He
illustrates how to change the dull intro-
duction by explaining nine ways to in-
troduce the sermon.

In the discussion on delivery is a chap-
ter on the evangelistic adjustments for
the pastor. He gives several excellent
standards to help evaluate your own
evangelistic ability.

Strongly recommended.

M. A. w hiteley

The One and Only You

By Bruce Larson (Word Books, 1974.
Cloth, 141 pp., $4.95)

The author is a well-known Presby-
terian minister who holds the B.D. from
Princeton, and the M.A. from Boston
University. Thus his messages reflect the
combination of theology and psychology.
The result is a positive, optimistic ap-
proach to life, and a self-awareness based
on the belief that each of us is somebody
special in God’s sight, and there is a vast
untapped potential through His power in
our lives. Author Keith Miller (whose
ministry is also cut along that pattern)
declares this is the best book Larson has
written among six previous works that
have been best sellers. Refreshing and
inspiring.

J. M.

Romans
The Gospel of God’s Grace

By Alva J. McClain (Moody Press, 1973.
Cloth, 253 pp., $4.95.)

The late Alva J. McClain will be re-
membered as a charter member of the
Evangelical Theology Society and a
teacher of the Bible. Although not
Wesleyan in his theological stance, he is
rich in his devotional approach to the
study of Romans, and divides the Epistle
into the following areas: (1) Condemna-
tion, the Wrath of God Revealed, 1:18—
3:20; (2) Salvation, the Righteousness of
God Revealed, 3:21—8:39; (3) Vindica-
tion, the Wisdom of God Revealed, 9:1—
11:36; and (4) Exhortation, the Will of
God Revealed, 12:1—15:33. The intro-
ductory chapter discusses some pre-
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liminary facts about the book, and there
is a general survey of the book preceding
the chapters which deal with the text. On
the doctrine of election, he declares,
“Men are not lost because of God'’s elec-
tion, but because they refused to believe
Jesus” (p. 31). His Calvinistic approach
is somewhat more evident in Chapter 17,
where he discusses the exhibition of di-
vine sovereignty in election; but all in all,
there is much more with which the
Arminian can agree than disagree. The
main value of this book to the pastor is
in the wealth of sermonic material and
preaching helps in the author’s homi-
letical treatment of Romans.
J. M.

The Methodist Revolution

By Bernard Semmel (Basic Books, Inc.
Cloth, 273 pp., $10.95.)

While not every word has been read, |
would be ready to equate this volume
with the classic on the social implica-
tions of Methodism, viz., This Freedom
Whence? by J. Wesley Bready.

Semmel suggests Methodism may have
had a decisive role in shaping the liberal
and progressive England of the nine-
teenth century—with its unique blend-
ing of liberty and order and its special
sense of national mission.

“ Methodism has been pictured as a
regressive, repressive religion. . . . Where
Methodist doctrine has been discussed,
it has been presented in a highly un-
favorable light. . . . The Calvinist sects,
it has been argued by Max Weber and
others, had helped to produce ‘modern’
men. ... | suggest that evangelical re-
ligion (particularly in its Wesleyan form)
in the eighteenth century probably ac-
complished for masses of men what . . .
Calvinism could only confirm for a rela-
tive few.” | could quote at length.

The beautiful thing about this volume
is that it is not simply anti-Calvin in its
approach (which I would not swallow and
which would be in its very nature biased
historically) but is quite objective in
assessing the flaws in the various move-
ments of Wesley’'s day. (including his
own). Highly recommended for holiness
history pundits and others; it shall be
high on my library list.

John James
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Preachers’ Exchange

WANTED: Good copy of Wiley’s Epistle to the
Hebrews.—Robert D. Hempel, 1220 N. Liber-
ty, Boise, lda. 83704.

WANTED: Good set of John Wesley’s Works
in 14 vols.—Gary M. Noyes, 11873 London St.
N.E., Blaine, Minn. 55434.

WANTED: Old, out-of-print picture postcards
of any church, or present photo of places of
worship for private collection. Or will buy
someone’'s private collection.—Herb Hartman,
P.O. Box 38, Clinton, Pa. 15026.

WANTED: Good set of Alexander Maclaren’s
Expositions of Holy Scripture.—Wm. Ammon,
10600 E. 26th Terr., Independence, Mo. 64052.

FOR SALE: Walking Before God, by L. Mil-
ton Williams; Christ's Militant Kingdom, by
L. R. Scarborough; Pen Pictures from Life’s
Pathway, by U. E. Harding; Sermons and
Special Addresses, by Fred T. Fuge; Notes
from My Bible, by D. L. Moody.—Jack Seber-
ry, 3550 Gateshead, N.E., Rockford, Mich.
49341.

WANTED: Overcome Evil with Good, Audrey
Williamson; Revelation, by A. B. Simpson.—
Jack Seberry, 3550 Gateshead, N.E., Rock-
ford, Mich. 49341.

WANTED: The Heritage of Holiness, by Har-
ry E. Jessop; Holiness Triumphant, by J. B.
Chapman.—David B. Mygrant, 1812 N. “A”
St., Elwood, Ind. 46036.

WANTED: Missing vol. (containing Acts
through Philemon) of The Biblical Museum,
by James Comper Gray. Or any information
concerning the history, pub. date, etc., of these
works.—Frank H. Johnson, P.O. Box 5, Ben-
ton City, Wash. 99320.

FOR SALE: Preacher’s Magazines from 1945
to 1974; 5-vol. set of Matthew Henry's Com-
mentary; 74 vol. of Peloubet’s Select Notes—
First vol. (1875) through 1936 cataloged.—
C. F. Rissmiller, 2001 Quayle Dr., Akron,
Ohio 44312.

WANTED: The old set of Biblical Illustrator;
holiness books by J. B. Chapman, S. S.
White, and B. Carradine; Holiness in the Book
of Romans, A. M. Hills; Possibilities of Grace
(unabridged), Asbury Lowry; Expositions on
Scriptures, Alexander Maclaren; Walk, Con-
versation, and Character of Jesus Christ,
Alexander Whyte.—Lowell Clark, 1022 Den-
ver, Dalhart, Tex. 79022.
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» The Gift of Tears
There are not many Jeremiahs around
who are weeping day and night. Too
many of us have forgotten how to be
sorry.

e The Pastor as Preacher
We preachers are entrusted with the
care of souls, and their spiritual wel-
fare cannot be taken lightly.

« A Prayer for My Pastor and Wife
A member of the congregation has ex-
pressed a prayer that will warm the
heart of every pastor.

* Are You Sure, Lord?
A ministerial student's experience
should encourage the veterans of the
Cross to believe the future of the
Church is bright

The Preacher’'s Magazine



MONG OURSELVES

Some years ago the National Bureau of Standards re-
ceived a letter from a plumber. He had found that hydro-
chloric acid opened plugged pipes quickly, and asked whether
or not it was a good thing for a plumber to use. A scientist at
the Bureau replied: “The uncertain reactive processes of
hydrochloric acid place pipes in jeopardy when alkalinity is
involved. The efficiency of the solution is indisputable, but
the corrosive residue is incompatible with metallic perma-
nence.” The plumber wrote back to thank the Bureau for
telling him his method was all right. The scientist had a
feeling he had been misunderstood, so he tried again to get
the message across: “Hydrochloric acid generates a toxic and
noxious residue which will produce submuriate invalidating
reactions. Consequently, some alternative procedure is pre-
ferable.” The plumber wrote again and said he agreed with
the Bureau that hydrochloric acid works fine. By this time
the scientist was disturbed enough to ask his top boss for
advice, and the latter quickly dispatched a telegram to the
plumber saying: “Don’t use hydrochloric acid; it eats holes
in the pipes.” Which reminds us that preaching can be a
waste of time unless it is understood by those who hear it.

Yours for souls,
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SURFACE

but the ALDERSGATE DIALOG SERIES boldly
probes the issues that demand Christian dialog
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THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS
Explores approaches to the Christian answers to the occult, abortion, mercy-killing, and other
issues making news headlines.

SINGLE IN A COUPLES’ WORLD

Biblical support and insight to single young adults trying to live like Christians in today’s world.

LOVE, MARRIAGE—AND OTHER HAZARDS

A realistic look at 13 different dimensions of Christian living. Strong emphasis is put on Bible
study.

Other Titles Available . . .

SONYEYs

DEVELOPING CHRISTIAN PERSONALITY PRAYER THAT REALLY WORKS

DISCOVER YOUR BIBLE THE NOW LOOK OF EVANGELISM

DARE TO DISCIPLINE WHOLESOME INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

HOLINESS—ALIVE AND WELL WHY DON'T YOU DO SOMETHING. GOD??
Each Leader’s Guide, $1.00 Pupil Book, *$1.25

*Exception: DARE TO DISCIPLINE- paper, $1.95; cloth, $4.95
Attractive designs— Workable, 9x12 format . .. Paperback

UNDATED ELECTIVE COURSES of 13 lessons each—Available when you are, for SS
classes . .. Sunday evening (pre-preaching hour) ... midweek study

... from your PUBLISHING HOUSE
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