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wotthe-ED I T O R

Science
and the Bible

any are the tests and tribulations that through the centuries

have been laid upon the Holy Bible, but it emerges stronger than

ever after each attack. It has been banned, burned, and ridiculed since

its canon was established by the Early Church fathers, but it continues
to spread its message and extend its influence.

Now enjoying record sales, selling each year more copies than any
other volume ever published, the Bible today seems to have more critics
among liberal churchmen than it does among the men of science. Ironi-
cally, while some clergymen are retreating behind flimsy explanations of
“myth” and “symbolic language,” scientific evidence is convincing non-
church scholars that the Book is right on target in its treatment of sub-
jects they once questioned.

Recently a book by Fred Warshovsky, When the Sky Rained Fire:
The Velikovsky Phenomenon, was condensed in the Reader’s Digest
(December, 1975). Author Warshovsky tells the story of Dr. Immanuel
Velikovsky’s' impact on the scientific community since the publication
of his book Worlds in Collision (Macmillan Co., 1950). Even before the
book was published, Macmillan was threatened and cajoled by several
scientists who sought to stop its printing. The reason? It refuted many of
their suppositions, and confirmed several scientific theories which were
in harmony with biblical history.

Velikovsky was deeply interested in testing some of the historical
facts set forth in the Old Testament. He perceived that the biblical story
of the Exodus and the plagues in Egypt might be more than mere myth
or allegory. He searched for an Egyptian version of these miraculous in-
cidents, although none was thought to exist. Finally, he found an an-
cient papyrus written by the Egyptian scholar, Ipuwer, which contained
eyewitness accounts of the plagues of Egypt. It was strikingly similar to
the Exodus account.

His research resulted in a growing conviction, and he undertook the
monumental task which became his lifework. He became convinced—
as did many other scientists who tested his hypotheses—that the earth'’s
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path around the sun had been violently interrupted when the giant
planet Jupiter underwent a shattering convulsion and hurled a planet-
size piece of itself into space. This new member of the solar system be-
came the planet Venus, and would eventually be hurtled down a long
orbit toward the sun which would menace the earth.

So here we have a report of scientific research which validates the
historical accuracy of the Old Testament. It is an interesting book. It
gives scientific explanations for changes in time and orbit which make
Joshua’s claim that the sun stood still seem reasonable, even to those
who doubt that God can do such exploits.

It makes plausible the death of King Sennacherib and 185,000 of his
soldiers on the eve of the Hebrew Passover when they marched against
Hezekiah. It describes as scientific fact such events as the pillar of cloud
and the pillar of fire, and the parting of the waters of the Red Sea, and
the manna from heaven.

Most interestingly, the recent space probes of the United States and
the Soviet Union have confirmed everything Velikovsky claimed. Many
scientists have become convinced that he is correct. Albert Einstein, not
the least among them, died with a copy of Worlds in Collision open on
his desk.

In all this the believer can find encouragement which will strength-
en his faith. The Bible, which makes no claim for itself as a scientific
sourcebook, is nevertheless more dependable than the “theories” of
some self-appointed sages. In the light of their own discoveries they are
often forced to admit their errors.

Not intended to be a book of historical records, and therefore often
lacking in some of the details its readers are left wondering about, the
Bible nevertheless stands the test of each new discovery.

Even the so-called discrepancies its critics seem to enjoy pointing
out usually prove only that the critics missed the point and misapplied
the facts. Matthew and Luke do not contradict each other after all, since
Matthew traces the lineage of Jesus to Abraham, and Luke, a Gentile,
chooses to trace it to Adam. References to “the four corners of the earth”
may suggest to the unbeliever that the Book is inaccurate in its under-
standing of global shape. But thoughtful men recognize such expressions
for what they are—graphic use of prose by inspired writers whose goal is
to communicate a message.

And biblical references to the rising and setting of the sun, which
bring ridicule from the critics who suggest this is evidence of gross igno-
rance, prove nothing of the sort. Everyone else seems to understand,
even if they do not, what these expressions mean. For example, The New
York Times and nearly every other newspaper will indicate each day the
times of “sunrise” and “sunset.” No one has accused them of believing
the sun orbits around the earth.

Let it be shouted from the housetops: “All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

This was true in ages past, true when the Dead Sea Scrolls were dis-
covered, and true when men of science have done their finest work. It is
true in the space age. It will be true forever.

The Preacher’'s Magazine



Pastors can learn to use their time
rather than to spend it; the results

are less fatigue and more accomplished

Planning-
A Vital Concept of Ministry

enjamin Franklin once said: “Dost
thou love life? Then do not squan-

tor who realizes the helpfulness of plan-
ning will also see his responsibility to

der time, for that is the stuff life is madglan.

of.” It is axiomatic that the man who fails
to plan, plans to fail, for planning is nec-
essary in any area of work.

But in the area of the ministry, and es-
pecially of the pastorate, planning must
not be considered peripheral but impera-
tive. There are perhaps three ways in
which the work of the ministry may be di-
rected: (1) with very little planning at all,
the pastor’'s work may be minimal; and,
of course, the results will also be mini-
mal; (2) with very little planning the pas-
tor may become frustrated because of
ever-enlarging but unplanned-for re-
sponsibilities; and here, too, the results
will be slight, in all probability; (3) or the
pastor may visualize, through -careful
planning, what he wishes to accomplish,
and how he may best achieve it, with
minimal personal frustration and maxi-
mum results in his ministry.

Planning is so important to a success-
ful ministry that no careful pastor should
overlook its values and benefits. The pas-

by
Robert D. Rogers

Chairman, Division of
Philosophy and Religion

Bartlesville

Wesleyan College
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What is planning? In its simplest form
it is a mental visualization of what one
plans to accomplish in the future. Since
every pastor expects to see great accom-
plishments in his work as a pastor-teach-
er, administrator, and shepherd, it
behooves him to plan for that which he
expects to accomplish. Moreover, his
work becomes easier and more effective
when he gives appropriate emphasis to
planning in his overall concept of minis-
try.

The Importance of Planning

1. Planning prevents the pastor from
overworking himself. No one’s time is
more precious than the pastor’s, and so
he must make the best possible use of it.
His work is complex, and in a very real
sense, he is always “on call.” The man
who does not plan for those things that
are essential to God’s design for his life
will find himself a victim of compulsive
overwork, frustration, and excessive men-
tal and physical fatigue. On the other
hand, God does not give us more work
than we can do, and a viable plan to ac-
complish His will can provide God's busy
man with adequate time to do what must
be done, along with some time for needed
relaxation and recreation. Planning is the
key to a well-balanced life.

2. Planning is good, healthy discipline.
Every sincere Christian pastor should be
characterized by good discipline, for it is
only through a well-disciplined life that



one may make the best use of time. Wast-
ing time is both foolish and sinful. God
has given each man a life to live and a
responsibility to fulfill. It may be that
habits must be changed, inconveniences
endured, certain experiences and com-
forts curtailed. Planning certainly re-
quires discipline. But discipline is a
healthy exercise both for the physical and
spiritual man.

3. Planning is the reflection of respon-
sible Christian stewardship. Every pastor
is a trustee of time, and he acknowledges
his responsibility through good planning.
Any concept of ministry which fails to
recognize the sacredness of time is inade-
quate. As Lord over our lives, Christ is
Lord over our time.

Pastors are especially vulnerable to
temptation with respect to the use of
time. Few pastors have anyone to oversee
their use of time. But their time is still
God’s time, and all men of God should
daily remind themselves of that. Man-
agement of time is management of the
gift of life itself. It is the recognition that
God has granted resources for a divine
task, and that He will hold each of His
servants responsible for his stewardship
of these resources.

Everything that a pastor does is condi-
tioned by the time element—pastoral
care, administrative duties, social obliga-
tions, or the ministry of preaching. If the
man of God fails to plan, much of his
precious time will be wasted in lost mo-
tion.

The Implications of Planning

Each pastor holds the commodity of
time in equal amount. The difference is
that some learn to use their time, while
others only spend it. A pastor lives a frag-
mented life. He must be many things to
many people. Generally he will stretch
himself as far as possible to cover the full
scope of his responsibilities. To accom-
plish this, the pastor must get as much as
possible out of every minute. Many who
have found the way to do this offer sug-
gestions for those of their calling.

1 Establish priorities. Every man of
God must ask himself, “What is really of
paramount importance to me this day,
this week, this month, this year?” Every
honest man must admit that he does es-
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sentially what he wants to do (though he
will sometimes get trapped by circum-
stances beyond his control). By the pat-
tern of his use of time, a man reveals his
priorities. If one is not making good use of
his time, his priorities are probably con-
fused, and he will need to do some serious
reevaluation.

2. Plan work properly. When a man
has established his priorities, he may
then set up plans to get the jobs done,
and approach them systematically. Too
many have the tendency to just “get at it
and get something done.” While the spir-
it with which they approach their work
may be noble and simple, this method is
usually not the smartest way. Estab-
lished priorities set the mood for doing
the most important tasks first.

Proper planning will save minutes, but
it will usually save greater amounts of
time for the busy pastor. He should care-
fully outline each day’s work, gradually
lessening the detail of plans as he looks
ahead for a week, a month, and a year.
Outlines of work to be done should be re-
alistic, but should also be challenging,
with priority responsibilities placed first.

Flexibility is important to good plan-
ning. It is not uncommon for a pastor’s
day’s work to be interrupted, for his life’s
work is ministry to human needs. People
will break into his schedule, and there
will be days when he will get less done
than on others. But he will not be frus-
trated by emergencies if he has planned
them into his schedule.

It must be pointed out that proper
planning is only as good as the man who
carries it out and makes it work. One who
prepares for meetings well in advance,
plans his preaching program for the long
range, and gives real thought to his
church program, must still be the one
who puts these planned programs into
action.

The Implementation of Planning

To implement one’s planning requires
a right understanding of “time econo-
my.” There are certain rules that will
help the dedicated pastor to accomplish
more with less frustration and heartache,
as well as less mental and physical fa-
tigue. These commandments will not per-
form miracles for the lazy man, but will

The Preacher’'s Magazine



only help the one who has planned to put
his plans into operation.

1. The art of delegation. A wise pastor
can multiply himself and his talents
through delegation. No one has to do
everything. A capable secretary can be
trained to handle many miscellaneous
jobs with efficiency and dispatch. Tal-
ented lay persons should be allowed to
put their talents to work for the Lord.
The success in training others to minister
may be a practical gauge by which the
pastor may measure his success.

2. Combine mental and physical func-
tions. When a person is physically active,
his mind works better. One cannot usual-
ly perform several mental or physical
activities simultaneously, but he can suc-
cessfully combine one of each. For exam-
ple, one can conduct business on the tele-
phone while signing letters, sort file cards
while planning a committee meeting,
memorize scripture verses while driving
(but very carefully!), or listen to taped
materials while shaving.

3. Make good use of the telephone.
Hours of time and miles of driving may
be saved by use of the telephone, or in
some cases, letters. It is usually much
easier to say good-bye over the telephone
than when visiting someone’s office.
Many details may be cared for by phone.
Certain pastoral problems may be han-
dled by telephone (though care must be
exercised here against slighting some-
thing needing the personal touch). But
one may very profitably let his “fingers
do the walking” in order to save time and
money.

4. Write it down. Appointments, infor-
mation, and ideas should all be main-
tained in a place where they are readily
available for reference. Every pastor
should use a good daybook or diary, con-
taining a detailed schedule of activities.
It is unwise for a busy man to trust his
memory. lllustrations and bits of infor-
mation should be marked and filed at
once.

5. Group related jobs together. Similar
tasks may be taken care of at one sitting
—a series of telephone calls, or corre-
spondence, or details of administration.
Jobs that have kindred aspects lend
themselves to grouping, and doing them
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together saves time and mental adjust-
ments.

6. Handle correspondence quickly.
While perusing his correspondence, one
may jot brief responses directly on the
letters. A well-trained secretary can often
write replies from these notes. A good rule
to remember is that most letters needing
reply should be answered within 48
hours.

7. Be alert and informed. Many help-
ful periodicals for the pastor are now
available, and he should receive and read
some of them. Reading them when they
first arrive—at least in a cursory way—
will help the pastor to remember impor-
tant articles or ideas. Reading (the right
things) makes a full man and will prove
rewarding. Good books and magazines
are a source of help in many areas of the
ministry in which a man may have little
knowledge.

8. Don’t throw away research materi-
als. Study and research for sermons,
books, and articles should be discarded
only after it has been carefully deter-
mined that it can be of no further value.
Many ministers reuse their research ma-
terials, prepared for one instrument, in
several others. Notes for a sermon, for ex-
ample, may find later expression in an
article or book. Sermons used one place
can be used again someplace else.

9. Learn to use the waiting times cre-
atively. During 12 years as pastor of a
small rural church, Alexander MacLaren
prepared himself to minister on a greater
scale. There are many ways today’s pas-
tors can do this, even on a smaller scale.
Magazines and books placed in strategic
places (the automobile, bathroom, brief-
case, etc.) can help make productive
minutes—and in some cases, hours—that
would otherwise be wasted.

10. Build incentive through reward. A
pastor who has assiduously worked to
save time, and succeeded, should certain-
ly reward himself by having an objective
planned for the time he saves. A few
hours of time saved during a week will
add satisfaction to life if that time is used
for profitable recreation, and will add in-
centive to future attempts to save time.
But the greatest reward will be the
knowledge that one has been a good stew-
ard of God’s gift of life.



The pastor who gives up on having
asuccessful Sunday night service
is wasting half his ministry

The Sunday

Night Pulpit

unday morning sermons alre usu-
S ally classified as devotional or
doctrinal. They generally are de-
signed to give hope or encouragment
or deal with the current distress of
society. People attend church with
the troubles of our day fresh on their
minds. If they can find relief for this
pressure and solutions to their prob-
lems, they are likely to return. Sun-
day morning sermons, if they do any-
thing at all, should meet the needs of
the congregation. Efforts to make the
Sunday morning service purely evan-
gelistic usually are unfruitful. The
reasoning that this is the time when
the largest number of unsaved attend
doesn’t justify robbing the Christian
of his right to worship Christ.

It has been my policy to get around
this problem in two ways. First, | try
to weave an evangelistic touch into
every sermon. Pointing men to the

by
R. E. Maner
Pastor, First Church

of the Nazarene
Gainesville, Ga.

Redeemer is the central purpose of all
preaching. Second, | close each
morning service with a reminder that
our altars are always open, and a lov-
ing Saviour is always ready to receive
sinners. We then stand for a closing
song. Two verses are usually sung;
more if an altar service begins. | use
no pressure—just a simple opportu-
nity to come to Christ. | have seen a
number of people saved in this sim-
ple way.

Sunday night sermons are another
matter. They are traditionally evan-
gelistic. Yet frustrated pastors come
to their pulpits to face a congregation
made up almost entirely of church
members. The desired evangelistic
service seems unlikely. Worse yet,
what can he preach? Another devo-
tional sermon seems superfluous.

We can begin by working on the at-
tendance. Do some advertizing. Plan
for a good song service. Have a choir
sing (this will get the choir out to ser-
vice). Make the Sunday night service
a big thing. Get the young people in-
volved. Promote attendance like you
do for the Sunday school. This will go
a long way toward inspiration for the
sermon.

Preach good sermons. Put your
best into their preparation. Advertize

The Preacher's Magazine



in the morning bulletin and the mid-
week bulletin what you will preach.
The title is important. After the text
is chosen, the next step for me is an
interesting title. This is always used
in my advertising. With a little imag-
ination you can take a familiar truth
and whet some spiritual appetites.
For example, why not preach on
“The Prodigal Father,” “Despising
the Youth,” “The Pardonable Sin,”
“The Three Foolish Men” (you can
use Felix, Festus, and Agrippa here;
or if you like alliteration, use Sam-
son, Saul, and Solomon), or “The
Five Wise Virgins”? By simply turn-
ing things around and looking at an-
other side, the whole Bible suddenly
begins to yield boundless sermon
ideas never before noticed.

Sunday night is a perfect time to
preach biographical sermons. Scores
of people in Bible history offer limit-
less resources to preach on every con-
ceivable sin and the solution to all of
man’s problems.

This is also a good time to deal
with prophecy, the Second Coming,
current events as seen from the van-
tage point of divine revelation, and
an endless application of Christian
ethics in a decadent society.

Here also is a perfect time for good
holiness preaching. While it is vital
that we preach holiness on Sunday
morning, we can frequently probe
some of the finer points in our eve-
ning service. We can deal with some
of the controversial issues, poll the
people concerning their questions, do
some real teaching on this vital as-
pect of Christian life.

Doctrinal sermons that are well il-
lustrated and fast-moving make ex-
cellent Sunday night preaching. We
should, however, avoid long, tedious,
doctrinal, hair-splitting sermons
—not only on Sunday night, but any
time. Avoid long quotations too.

August, 1976

Preach! Put your soul in the Sunday
night sermon as well as your head.

Preach a series of sermons on an in-
teresting theme. “The Seven
Churches of Revelation” are always
interesting and offer an opportunity
to preach on many doctrines, sins,
heresies, and problems. A series on a
book of the Bible can be helpful. For
example, using Hebrews, the familiar
“Better Things” can offer a series of
optomistic sermons in a pessimistic
age. A biographical series makes ex-
cellent Sunday night preaching. Us-
ing the Gospel of John, preach a ser-
mon from each chapter on the people
we meet there: Chapter 1, “John the
Baptist”; 2, “The Happy Bride-
groom”; 3, “Nicodemus One Night”;
4, “The Woman at the Well”; 5,
“The Man at the Pool.” This can be
carried as far as you like. Have the
people read a chapter each week as
you preach. These can be as evange-
listic as necessary.

The pastor who gives up on having
a successful Sunday night service is
wasting exactly half of his pulpit
ministry. It is not easy to have a good
Sunday night service, but neither is
it impossible. Some churches that
have a history of Sunday night ne-
glect will respond more slowly than
others. But if you have a service with
even a handful presently attending,
there is hope. Never scold those who
are there because others do not come.
Build them up and encourage them
to get others to attend. As the ser-
vices improve, the word will get
around, and there is no better adver-
tizing than word-of-mouth enthusi-
asm.

Then one night you will step to the
pulpit and the congregation will look
like a Sunday morning group. You
will preach a great evangelistic ser-
mon, and it won't be a dream this
time.



There is a source available where almost

any work that has been published can
be obtained free of charge.

Using Your

Public Library

By C. D. Hansen*

thirst for knowledge can be
A expensive unless you have a
suitable substitute. If you are like
me, there are books you would like to
personally own, but are limited in the
amount of money available to spend

on books.

Encyclopedias, dictionaries of all
types, reference works, and books by
the masters would be beneficial addi-
tions to any minister’s library. But
who can afford all of these?

However, a person’s ability to at-
tain knowledge need not be impeded
by a lack of capital. There is a source
available, free of charge, where al-
most any work that has been pub-
lished can be obtained. It is your
public library.

The day when a local library was
the only source of information is over.
If the local library does not have what
a person wants, in all probability it
can be secured through interlibrary
loan services. This connects the local
library to state, religious, college,
public, and institutional libraries.

Perhaps a poem is needed for a
special subject. Granger’s Index to
Poetry lists poetry by title and first
line, author, and subject. From this

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Lowell, Ind.

you can locate the source or publish-
er—and you need not know every
word of the poem.

Maybe a special quotation would
bolster some truth. A variety of quo-
tation books on practically every con-
ceivable subject will be found in the
reference section.

Biographies? Use the Dictionary of
American Biography.

Art? The selections are unlimited
in McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Art.

Authors? The selection is over-
whelming in Contemporary Authors,
a bio-bibliographical guide to current
authors and their works.

The list of study aids and helps is
endless.

For example, | recently preached a
two-part sermon of “The Doctrine of
Man.” In the first part, | wanted to
deal with the subject of evolution.
From the library | gleaned some hu-
morous quotations, a poem, some in-
formation on evolution from the en-
cyclopedia, and background material
on experiments with the fruit fly
which has been used to supposedly
bolster evolution.

In this instance, most of the re-
search was conducted at the public
library. In addition to my own re-
search, several of the library person-
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nel helped me locate material which
saved valuable time for me.

Even the atmosphere has changed
at public libraries. The “hospital—
be quiet” attitude is gone. Instead,
most libraries are well lighted, have
attractive displays of books, art
works, and local exhibits. You will
probably find the library buzzing
with activity.

Here are some suggestions that
may prove helpful to you.

1. Get to know your librarian.
Ours has an unusual charisma. Her
interest in helping the public become
aware of what the library has to offer
and how to use its services is out-
standing. She can help with not only
the library she heads, but point you
to services available elsewhere. A
personal acquaintance can be of
great benefit to a busy minister.

2. Become acquainted with other
library personnel as well; they too
will be able to help in countless ways.

3. Learn how to use the card cata-
logue. It will be divided into two
classifications: title and author, and
subject. It will be further divided in-
to juvenile and adult. Most libraries
will classify their books by the Dewey
Decimal System. For example:

Biography [920-929J

History [900-909; 930-999]

Philosophy, Psychology [100-1991

Religion [200-299]

Often, what is needed cannot be lo-
cated in the card catalogue. By going
to the appropriate section, the
needed item may be located, or a
suitable substitute.

4, Reader’s Guide to Periodical
Literature, an index to current maga-
zines, can be of great benefit. More
than 160 magazines are indexed by
this service. Almost every conceiv-
able subject has been written about
at one time or another and will be in-
dexed in this guide.
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5. Reference works of all kinds are
usually placed together for easy ac-
cess. Here you will find the encyclo-
pedias, dictionaries, books of quota-
tions, histories in encyclopedia form,
etc.

6. Books are not the only services
available these days. Most libraries
make constant use of microfilm, pho-
tocopy machines, magazines, rec-
ords, cassettes, art reproductions,
films, filmstrips, and projectors.
Many of these items are loaned free
of charge to a cardholder. | have
found these services extremely help-
ful.

All in all, the library can be avalu-
able asset to a pastor. It has been my
“study away from the study.” Books
and services | am unable to afford
have been at my fingertips. | heartily
recommend its use to every pastor.

Words from
Wesley-

“Go not only to those who want you,
but to those who want you most.”

(Want equals need.) Mr. Wesley was a
gentleman, a mystic, a teacher, a writer,
a scholar, a philanthropist, a leader, a
preacher, an evangelist, and much more.

Renouncing a ministry to the cultured
few, he went to instruct and win the igno-
rant many. Harlots, thieves, highway-
men, cock fighters, drunkards were
changed into children of God.

Of course, early Wesleyanism attracted
others also. Sometimes rich noblemen
were wonderfully converted. Yet, in the
main, Mr. Wesley sent his helpers where
the need was greatest.

Do we have our priorities right?
—Submitted by Robert Emsley
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John Wesley:
Salvation from Inward and Qutward Sin

Part Il

By Roy S. Nicholson*

study of the terms Wesley used

to describe or define this salva-
tion from all inward and outward sin
proves rewarding. There are those
who object to the varied terminology
used by the advocates of Christian
perfection when they speak of this
great doctrine, experience, and life. It
is so extensive and so comprehensive
that no one term is adequate. Nor are
many, many terms adequate. The
real objection is very often not to the
term (or terms), but to what those
terms signify.

Some who heard the renowned Jo-
seph H. Smith, a prince of holiness
expositors, may recall one of his illus-
trations relating to varied terminolo-
gy used. It appears that a cattleman
in Texas had been gloriously con-
verted and had a heart hunger for a
deeper work of cleansing grace in his
heart. He attended a holiness camp
meeting in Texas and heard several
sermons on entire sanctification and

*General President Emeritus, The Wesleyan
Church.
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holiness. His heart cried out for that
experience. But he confided to Jo-
seph Smith that he was prejudiced
against the terminology because of
what he had seen among some profes-
sors of this grace. Yet he confessed
that his heart was hungry, and he
was convinced that he must have this
experience.

Brother Smith, knowing his voca-
tion, asked him what sort of pipe he
placed in the ground to get the water
to his cattle: iron or galvanized? He
answered, “Galvanized, or it would
rust out soon.” Whereupon Brother
Smith advised him to kneel and ask
God to galvanize him, so that his ex-
perience would not rust out. Timidly
he did as instructed, and soon was
praising God for galvanizing his soul.
He was soon convinced that he was
safe in calling it “entire sanctifica-
tion.”

Wesley’s Varied Terminology
A careful study of Wesley’s termi-
nology regarding this full deliverance
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from inward and outward sin as used
in his sermons, conversations, corre-
spondence, tracts, and journals re-
veal their agreement with the whole
tenor of the Scriptures relating to sal-
vation. He was determined to preach
nothing as essential to salvation that
could not be proved by the Scrip-
tures. (See Wesley’'s “Letter to the
Rev. Mr. Dodd,” dated February 5,
1756. Works, 11:450).*

To document the location of all the
terms used by Mr. Wesley relative to
the doctrine, experience, and life of
Christian perfection would be too te-
dious and space-consuming. But the
following will be found in his ser-
mons, songs, letters, and journals. He

refers to “full salvation,” “perfect
love,” “the rest of faith,” “second
rest,” “ Christian perfection,”

“sanctified throughout in body, soul,
and spirit,” “inwardly and outwardly
devoted to God, all devoted in heart
and life,” “perfected in holiness,”
“perfected in love,” “thoroughly pu-
rified,” “pure from sin,” “whole im-
age of God,” *“full sanctification,”
“from sin released,” “to perfect
health restored, to perfect holiness,”
“to sin entirely dead,” “entirely
sanctified,” “wholly sanctified,”
“entire sanctification,” “root of sin
taken away,” “saved from all sin,”
“ Christian sanctification,” “en-
tire salvation from inbred sin,” “an
instantaneous deliverance from all
sin,” “pure love, love excluding all
sin.”

These terms do not exhaust Wes-

*The Works herein referred to is The Works of
John Wesley, 14-volume, complete and unabridged
edition, reprinted by Zondervan from the authorized
edition first published in London, 1872.

ley's efforts to explain and describe
this glorious doctrine, experience,
and life; for it takes all three perfect-
ly blended to produce the scriptural
saints he believed possible through
the merit of Christ’'s atoning death.
He wrote: “I still think perfection is
another term for holiness, or the
image of God in man,” “present de-
liverance from sin.” “Certainly sanc-
tification (in the proper sense) is an
instantaneous deliverance from
all sin;” “partner of thy perfect na-

ture,” “a new, sinless creature,” “a
second change,” “saved from sin’s re-
mains,” “the second gift,” “salvation

from all sin,” “loving God with an
undivided heart.” And Wesley con-

tinues: “His fullness of love,” “pure
love,” “a pure heart,” “second bless-
ing,” “the full life of love,” “saved
from your inbred corruption,” “sanc-

tified wholly through his Spirit,”
“entire circumcision of the heart,”
and “a deliverance . . . from all in-
ward, as well as outward sin.”

The list could doubtless be contin-
ued, but this is sufficient. These are
enough to convince one of the truth-
fulness that Wesley was “not con-
fined to any one mode of expression”
(J. A. Wood, Christian Perfection as
Taught by John Wesley [Boston:
McDonald and Gill, 1885], pp. 98-
103.) The burden of Wesley’'s heart
was: “Let all our preachers make a
point to preach perfection to believ-
ers constantly, strongly, explicitly.”

May the present-day ministers
who march under the banner of Wes-
leyan-Arminianism keep faith with
the great founder of Methodism in
spreading scriptural holiness over
these lands.

The way a pastor thinks about the church which he serves
determines what that church is to become.
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— Richard C. Halverson



In the midst of his learning, there was a

deep sense of burning to take the Good News

to his friends back in Colossae

Epaphras and Home Missions:
Some New Testament Principles

By Randy Michael*

aul did not DO it singlehandedly.

And he would be the first to ad-
mit it. When once the vast empire of
Rome fell, there lived on those inde-
fatigable and undefeatable Chris-
tians. The entire region of the
Caesars had been salted with the dis-
ciples of Jesus of Nazareth, man'’s
Deliverer and true, eternal Lord. Was
Paul the person responsible for this?
Yes—along with multiplied scores of
others. Among them Apollos, Aquila
and Priscilla, Timothy, Barnabas,
Gaius, Philemon, Aristarchus, Titus,
Ananias of Damascus, Phoebe,
Tychicus, and Stephanas. Also, there
were a Philippian jailor, an Ephesian
town clerk, and a former soothsaying
slave girl. These and countless others
were responsible for the believers
across the Roman Empire. Many of
these Christians came from or started
what we would call “home mission
churches.”

For instance, there was Epaphras.
Ask “the man on the street” or even
“the man in the pew” about Epa-
phras, and the response will likely be
“Epa-who?” Lauded by the world?
Far from it. In fact, he is hardly re-
membered by the Church, and most
likely would have been forgotten had
he not been mentioned in the Bible.
A few lines about Epaphras reveal a
wealth of information and inspira-
tion, not only about the man but
about home missions too.

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Lenexa, Kans.
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Epaphras was a native of Colossae,
which was in the beautiful and fertile
Lycus Valley about 100 miles east of
Ephesus. This valley is located in
modern Turkey. What he did for a
living and how he came to know Je-
sus Christ as his personal Saviour, we
do not know. However, historical evi-
dence of Paul’sjourneys and the rela-
tionship of Ephesus to the Roman
province of Asia Minor (as Turkey
was then called) give us strong clues
to answer these questions.

Ephesus was the commercial, cul-
tural, and religious center for the
province. For this reason people from
across Asia Minor visited this city of
over 250,000 population. Ephesus
ranked fifth in commercial impor-
tance and third politically in all of
the empire. Paul came there to
preach and to teach about Jesus
Christ. He began with 12 Christians,
and diligently discipled them. Daily
he “reasoned” with these 12 and the
others who were coming to believe.
The result? An ingrown mutual ad-
miration society? No! Rather, after
two years’ time: “. . . all who lived in
Asia heard the word of the Lord, both
Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10,
NASB).*

What happened was that “lay-
men” were spreading the news of Je-
sus Christ to all parts of the province.

* All quotations are from the New American Stan-

dard Bible, copyright ¢ The Lockman Foundation,
1960, 1962, 196:!, 196S, 1971.

The Preacher's Magazine



Among the laymen was one named
Epaphras from Colossae.

Perhaps in a trip to Ephesus, if he
were a Jew or Jewish proselyte, Epa-
phras heard Paul speak in the Ephe-
sian synagogue during Paul’s initial
three months in the city. Or Epa-
phras might have been a pagan. If so,
he either happened by or deliberately
came to the hall of Tyrannus the
philosopher to hear, to think, to ques-
tion, and to evaluate. However it
happened, Jesus Christ transformed
this native Colossian. He was now
free and happy and complete.

Epaphras tarried with the other
disciples to learn, to pray, and to fel-
lowship. With the others, he left each
day to share this “too good to be
true” news. In the midst of his learn-
ing there was a deep, heartfelt burn-
ing to take the news back to his folks
and friends at Colossae. So Epaphras
made his way back to the Lycus Val-
ley—and the people there heard the
Good News. How did they hear it?
We do not know. But most definitely
through “gossiping the gospel.” The
Bible reveals that another believer
helped start the Colossian church—
Philemon. It was in his house that
believers met. From this *“house
church” instigated by Epaphras and
in conjunction with Philemon, grew
a strong fellowship of believers that
Paul highly complimented when he
wrote them:

“We give thanks to God, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus and the love which you have for all
the saints; because of the hope laid up for
you in heaven, of which you previously
heard in the word of truth, the gospel,
which has come to you, just as in all the
world also it is constantly bearing fruit
and increasing, even as it has been doing
in you also since the day you heard of it
and understood the grace of God in truth;
just as you learned it from Epaphras”
(Col. 1:3-7a, NASB).*

And Paul spoke words of praise for
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Epaphras who was now with him in
Rome while Paul was in prison:

“. . . Epaphras, our beloved fellow
bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of
Christ on our behalf, and he also in-
formed us of your love in the Spirit”
(Col. 1:7-8).

We learn more about Epaphras as
Paul sends a message from him back
to his fellow Colossian Christians:

“Epaphras, who is one of your number,
a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends his
greetings, always laboring earnestly for
you in his prayers, that you may stand
perfect and fully assured in all the will of
God. For | bear him witness that he has a
deep concern for you and for those who
are in Laodicea and in Hierapolis” (Col.
4:12-13).

As we look at the life and activities
of Epaphras, some principles of home
missions in the New Testament
emerge:

1. The concept of home missions is
native to the New Testament. Home
missions are equally a part of Jesus’
Great Commission with world mis-
sions. Wherever someone has not
heard the Good News and believed,
that place is a mission field.

2. What we in the twentieth centu-
ry label as “home missions” was a
natural outflow of the moving of
God’s Spirit, capturing people for
Christ and calling them to share this
Good News. Both we ourselves and
our local churches ought to be con-
cerned with the “next town.” Such
concern is a result of knowing Christ
as Saviour.

3. Home missions is best ap-
proached personally. The key factor,
other than God’s Spirit upon the
work, is the personal involvement of
people and churches. The New Tes-
tament pattern is that new churches
often grow out of existing churches.
In the New Testament we see people
“getting their hands dirty,” and their
hearts burdened, and their mouths
and pocketbooks open. They gave;
they gave of themselves; they gave
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themselves. Across the land we see
this taking place today. Local
churches sponsoring new works, lay
missionaries giving themselves,
prayer of one church for another, mu-
tual helping of each other by smaller
churches—these and countless other
ideas, whatever the Spirit may in-
spire—make home missions personal
and New Testament in principle.

4. We are one in the Spirit and
equal in the sight of God. Home mis-
sions and their workers are God’s
chosen people just as much as any
others. There sometimes exists an at-
titude that those involved in home
mission work are second-rate in the
church world. This attitude is fading,
but not fast enough. Paul, the most
famous Christian of all times, called
himself a “bond-servant/slave” of Je-
sus Christ. To two others only did he
apply this title: Timothy, his “son in
the faith”; and Epaphras, a home
missions pastor.

5. Home missions work, as we are
faced with it today, involves many
business and legal matters Epaphras
would never have dreamed of. How-
ever, before it all and through it all
and behind it all must be a deep spir-
itual concern which knows that the
work is God’s. There must be a spiri-
tual perspective and attitude that
says, “If it is going to make it, it is
God'’s. He is the One who laid this on
our hearts, and it is on Him that we
will depend.” No amount of human
promotion, cleverness, or skill can re-
place God’'s way of “not by might,
nor by power, but by my spirit.” This
is reflected in Epaphras’ heart as de-
scribed by Paul:

“Epaphras . . . always laboring ear-
nestly for you in his prayers, that you
may stand perfect and fully assured in all
the will of God. For | bear him witness
that he has a deep concern for you” (Col.
4:12-13).

6. Follow-through is a must. We
hear a lot about follow-up of new
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Christians. Follow-up is subsumed
under the topic of follow-through, for
it involves not only follow-up, but
prayer, planning, preaching, and
teaching across the months and even
years. We see this in Epaphras’
“deep concern,” which can also be
translated “much toil” or “great
pain” that the Colossian Christians
might stand perfect (mature) and
fully assured (made complete) in all
the will of God.

Some five years had elapsed be-
tween Epaphras’ first proclaiming
the Good News in Colossae and
Paul’s writing to the Colossian Chris-
tians. That is long-range. Churches
that have mature Christians are
those where pastor and people are
studying systematically and diligent-
ly God’s Word, combined with prayer
and planning ahead for spiritual re-
sults as well as results that are usual-
ly measured by statistics. There
ought to be a deep concern and con-
certed effort for spiritual maturity as
well as “numerical maturity.” All
this spells follow-through, which is as
necessary for a home missions church
as it is for an “established” church.
Further, in a home missions church
often there is not the larger group of
Christians that serves a much-
needed social tie to spiritual things.
Follow-through demands social plan-
ning as well as preaching and teach-
ing that equips the “saints” for their
ministries.

7. Freedom of format is necessary.
The Colossian Christians did what
was nhecessary and the situation de-
manded. They met in a home. They
felt free to do what was needed to ex-
perience fellowship of believers—and
to reach others. They did not cut off
creativity with “We’ve never done it
that way before.” In home missions
there is usually a mixture of folks
who have been in church for some
time with those who have never been
in church. The format must be
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geared to what the church is really
meant to be—a fellowship in Christ
as well as a place to preach the gos-
pel. And it must be in tune with the
situation and culture in which God
has placed it. No one has the right to
short-circuit the moving of God’s

Spirit with “the way we have always
done it.”

God is moving all across the world.
He is moving through home missions.
He knows what they ought to be and
can be. Let us learn from His Word,
listen to His Spirit, and do His will.

My Wife's Pastor

By Jerry W.

lood, broken bones, and cries for
help—that was the scene. By-
standers gathered. Some offered as-
sistance. A siren in the distance as-
sured that the needed help was on
the way. As a pastor, I've stood with
the sick and dying. Often | have gone
to those broken and battered in acci-
dents. This day the scene was differ-
ent—the victim was the grandest
lady in the world, my wife.

Decisions had to be made—and
made with His grace they were.
There were telephone calls and many
who offered prayers and consolation.
The days were long and dark. We
hardly knew which way things might
go. There were times | prayed. But in
times when | couldn’t pray, | was
glad that such matters had been set-
led with God in advance.

One morning as | entered the hos-
pital room, | knew intuitively and
immediately that something was
wrong. Through sobs my wife began
to pour it out. The doctor had given
her the same verdict he had given me
the day of admission: 6 to 8 weeks in
the hospital—possibly 12 to 16. Fol-
lowing would be 6 to 8 weeks in a
body cast. Then, if all went well, she
would be ready to begin to learn to
walk again. Such a dreadfully long
time to be in traction, in a body cast,
flat on one’'s back—worst of all, de-

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Macon, Ga.
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McCant*

pendent on someone for everything.
It was the moment of greatest trauma
since the initial shock of the accident
itself.

My schedule was unbelievable. In
addition to my wife’s being in the
hospital, a church to pastor, a seven-
year-old daughter to care for, | was
poised to begin my preliminary doc-
toral examinations. That particular
morning | was unusually pushed. |
had thought I could spare only a mo-
ment and then must run to keep pace
with the schedule.

Suddenly, however, the sobs and
tears and the pained facial expres-
sion told me this was more impor-
tant. It was time to listen, to care, to
pray. As | gently held her hand, lis-
tened, and prayed for inner strength
and divine guidance, | discovered
something. A keener mind might al-
ready have made this discovery, but
it had taken me over nine years in the
pastorate: The only pastor my wife
and daughter have is their husband
and father.

Yes, there were other ministers
who came and prayed, and we are
grateful for that. But | realized that
day for the first time that | am the
pastor she hears preach every Sun-
day. | am the one to whom she must
look for pastoral guidance. With
agony, | realized that most likely |
had failed many times in that task.
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Today must not be another time of
pastoral failure.

It is so easy to be involved with
others and to share their woes and
pains, and forget one’s own family.
That day | determined to be a better
pastor to my family. They deserve
the best. What a thrill a few days ago
to have my daughter say, “Daddy,
there’s something I've been meaning
to discuss with you ...”

My daily prayer is that God might
enable me to become a better pastor.
I want to be the best. But | am con-
stantly reminded now that though I
become the best pastor in Christen-
dom and fail my family, | have be-
come an absolute zero!

Hospitalization lasted 11 weeks.
We now have our own “hospital” at
home with a nurse required. The
exams are all over for me. I'm glad
that a few months before the acci-
dent | had found a peace that has
sustained me these long, difficult
weeks. God’s grace really is suffi-
cient! And that grace can make me
more and more able to be a pastor to
my family—yes, even to my wife.

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Concordia Ought to Teach
Us a Lesson

Dear Son:

The papers have been full of the dis-
cord in St. Louis and the development
of Seminex. | don't know whether the
breach will ever be healed, but we
ought to take a “sheet from that note-
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book” and see to it that there is a close
bond of understanding between the
church and its educational institu-
tions. The pastor was over the other
night, and we were talking about some
of the issues.

For one thing, | hope that you will
not develop the art of picking at our
professors whenever you hear some-
thing that just doesn’t sound right. |
think we have a moral responsibility to
make a contact and find out what the
facts are. They tell me that the presi-
dents’ desks are cluttered with letters
from pastors who mistake a rumor for
a fact, and are not considerate enough
to check it out. Innuendos have limited
a man’s service in more than one area
because we have not been open enough
to communicate with him. Changing
literature, names, and resources all
make the materials sound different
than when | was in college. But | have
confidence that our educators are tak-
ing the fundamentals and making them
relevant to our day.

And then, our instructors have a re-
sponsibility to the church; to get so in-
volved and supportive that we do not
see the church and its schools in two
categories, but two arms of the body of
Christ—both an expression of the In-
carnation.

And that reminds me that ifyou have
any students in the several state col-
leges of your area, you must love them
and support them until they think you
and your church are the best in the
world.

It is God’s will that the church and
its schools go hand in hand toward a
common purpose. It has always been
that way. Your generation can keep
that union secure. We are bringing a
student from the state university home
for the weekend.

Love
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The Ministry—A Calling

T he CHRISTIAN MINISTRY has a distinctive characteristic
which sets it apart from the professions—it is a calling. Those
who enter the ministry must be called of God. The church con-
siders this principle inviolate. Regardless of all other qualifi-
cations, no board of orders and relations will recommend the
ordination of a person who does not give testimony to a call
from God. The Scriptures bear abundant record that God does
call people into His divine service.

There are also some distinguishing characteristics of a
divine call. First, there is the communication of the Spirit. God
is able, through the Holy Spirit, to impress the mind concern-
ing His will. For those individuals who are genuinely dedicated
to God and aware of His presence in their lives and who are
sincerely seeking His will, it is not difficult for the Spirit to com-
municate.

This impression from God will be accompanied by an in-
tense desire to win souls. Following the call to James, John, and
Simon, Jesus said, "From henceforth thou shalt catch men"
(Luke 5:10). This is, and must always be, the all-absorbing pas-
sion of the Christian ministry. One does not allow administra-
tive assignments or routine obligations to replace the sincere
effort to win others to Christ. The impression "Woe is unto
me, if | preach not the gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16) gives us an eternal
vigilance to make the winning of souls our first Kingdom
priority.



There will also be an aptitude to teach (2 Tim. 2:24). If our
calling is from God, and we are directed by the Holy Spirit,
there will most assuredly be given to the person an ability to
teach. True, this native ability will need training, but the poten-
tial for development is present. This aptitude is characterized
by a desire to learn, a will to study, and the patience to per-
severe.

A fruitful life and ministry will follow aGod-called preach-
er of the Word. There may be seasons to obey the command
"Break up your fallow ground” (Jer. 4:3). There may also be
the critical season of planting. But there will also be harvest—
blessed in its abundance and inspiring in its results. The
minister who is called will have that harvest, and he will know
that he has not lived and preached in vain.

STEWARDSHIP
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A recent survey of Nazarene pastors and
church treasurers shows that both feel
Bible studies are most effective and use-
ful in promoting stewardship. Whereas
the pastors favor using tracts and posters,
the treasurers consistently reject them.
On the other hand, the treasurers like
the idea of local seminars, but the pastors
weren't interested. Though the pastors
were not given the choice of films, the
treasurers ranked films second only to

Bible studies.
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has a NEW cassette in the
Sept.—Nov. packet
that YOU should hear:

YOUTH AND MU5?

(TO-76)

Roger Clay and Herb McMillian

Are you receiving

©rder today!
©nly $13.50 a year from:

Nazarene Publishing House
P.© Box 527
Kansas eity, Mo. 64141
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR—a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General
Secretary.

Name Date of Change
New Address

City State Zip
Name of Church District

New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other

Former Address

Former Church

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be

changed from this one notification.

Check: Herald of Holiness ( ); World Mission ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( );
Other

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.)
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DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

The Annuity Olympics have concluded!
The Insurance Companies
competed ...

BUT YOU WONI!!ITI

New track records have been achieved for the Naza-
rene Supplemental Retirement Program.

In this event Nazarene Pastors, Evangelists, and Lay
Church Employees are the WINNERS!!!

All Deposits After F, ary 1,1976 EARN. ..

Vi

(Deposits previous to February 1, 1976, earn a strong 73 percent.)

It has been a standard policy of the Department of Pensions to look at any new bids
by the top 50 insurance companies. New negotiations have just concluded. Compe-
tition was stiff but the best offer opens the way for you to be a winner with greater
returns!l!

r! So, you earn interest on 100 cents per dollar. Try and
find another annuity program like that!

Now also a new, higher, guaranteed annuity rate. This means that if you receive your
funds at retirement as a lifetime income, you will receive larger monthly payments
for each $1,000 in the program!!!

Write today for information on
enrollment or how you can trans-
fer out of your present annuity
and into the winner's circle.

Annuity

Department of Pensions
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

The IS THERE \ DISABILITY PRCX]:\’A'

Straight
of It

16H

FOR MINISTERS?

What if | should suddenly
find myself disabled?
When the Social Security
Administration grants dis-
ability benefits, one must wait five
months for the first check! Flow
could | last through a five-month
waiting period with no incdme?

Before the development

of the Temporary Month-

ly Disability Benevolence

Program, the waiting peri-
od could be extremely traumatic.
The General Board, through the De-
partment of Pensions, initiated Tem-
porary Monthly Disability Benevo-
lence in 1975 for ministers in the
waiting period. For not more than
five months, Temporary Monthly
Disability Benevolence can be
granted.

One should make application
through the district superintendent
and advisory board. When eligibility
requirements have been met and
approved, the Department of Pen-
sions sends a monthly disability
benevolence check. The benefit is
equal to the certified monthly Social
Security disability figure.

One elder who recently enjoyed this
program wrote:

"God alone knows what | would
have done had it not been for
the foresight of the provision. . ..
It helped us bridge the gap until |
started receiving my Social Se-
curity checks.”

For further information write:
Dean Wessels

6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131



“Little did 1 realize how much help I
Sif,needed in understanding and ministering
w :to the dying.”

Ministering tc
111 Tetmincklly 111

A THREE-CASSETTE SEMINAR inwhich

TA-86579 Dr. Joseph Bayly, author of The View from
1t of 3 cassettes the Hearse, speaks from his own experience in the
$29.95 death of his children.

Joining him are three competent doctors who discuss such topics as: What hap-
pens to us when someone dies? How has technology complicated death in our
day? What are the stages of dying? How can we help the terminally ill? How can
we help the families of those who are dying?

‘7 wouldn 't want to try again to minister to a dying person or to con-
duct another funeral without listening to these three tapes.”
Pastor Bill Coulter

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 6414!

PASTOR’S
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION

A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

Current Selection

MIRACLE OF JOY
Richard S. Taylor

Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your lay
people to purchase.
75c 5 or more (40% discount*), 45c each

Plus 3c per book for postage

For additional information consult special flyer in the
JUNE—JULY Ministers’ Book Club mailing.
'Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE - Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

READING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERJ. GROWING, EFFECTIVE CHURCH!



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

PASTOR—LOOK!

A new, simplified, three-point award emphasis . . .

Reading Books General Budget
(with flexibility paid in full

mf presentations (with flexibility
0 mrllss[onary as to methods

emphasis) used in giving)

Membership and Prayer
(with flexibility in programs
used, but requirement of
some type of prayer program)

1972-76 1976-80
Declare His Glory Lifting Up Christ
Quadrennial Goal Membership, 1976 Quadrennial Goal Membership, 1980
320,000 329,285 360,000 (?) What is to
74.4 percent of prevent us from
church making it 700
membership percent of
church mem-
bership?

Let's do it!! Dr. Paul Gamertsfclder

General Council Member
Men in Missions
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Young Na&rene Churches

Need Your Help!

General Church ban Fund-
September 19,1976
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HOME MISSIONS

\

New Churches Mean:
New Christians

More Sunday Schools

More NWMS Chapters
Supporting Missions

More Young People
Called into Ministry

More “Herald”
Subscribers

More Tithers

More Citizens
of Heaven

16M



'HOME MISSIONS IS
CARING
ENOUGH

TO SHARE THE
VERY BEST!

Do Your Part for a Growing Church



WORLD MISSIONS

mu cant think 0%

.. Who
'« 3&00ID No?

fy fi .

Our commission still stands!

Can we do any less than REACH OUT to everyone and share this
GOOD NEWS?

Help us e x t e n d your OUTREACH into all the world by your
intercessory support and earing stewardship

160



A Proven Counseling Tool
for Pastors

Eighteen attractively designed booklets on many
aspects of Christian living. Excellent for pastors and
Christian workers to give to those with specific
problems. Appropriate to place in a public literature
rack.

Subjects have been thoughtfully and clearly pre-
sented with timely advice true to the Bible and the
church. Pocket-size, 3V? x 6”. Paper.

Now available in contemporary design covers ...

NOW YOU
CfiN 8
THAT g
YOtTRf -
SANCTIFI GAN BE
SANCTIFIED
WHOLLY
Complete list of books in series
NOW HERE IS YOUR CHURCH, spruce TEEN-AGER, YOU CAN BE A CHRISTIAN TOO, martin
NOW THAT BEREAVEMENT HAS COME, strang YOU CAN BE A BETTER ALTAR WORKER. oke
NOW THAT ILLNESS HAS COME, Grosse YOU CAN BE A HAPPY SHUT-IN. peck
NOW THAT RETIREMENT HAS COME, ™. Lunn YOU CAN BE SANCTIFIED WHOLLY, price
NOW THAT TROUBLE HAS COME, wordsworth YOU CAN BE SAVED, Pershall
NOW THAT YOU'RE PARENTS, wolf YOU CAN BREAK THAT HABIT, Ladd
NOW THAT YOU'RE PLANNING MARRIAGE. Arnold YOU CAN HAVE DOLLARS AND SENSE. wmiller
NOW THAT YOU RE SANCTIFIED, pirkse YOU CAN QUIT SMOKING. shaver
NOW THAT YOU'RE SAVED, Riley YOU NEED A FAMILY ALTAR, Gray
SINGLE TITLES 35c each; 3 for $1.00; 12 for $3.50

Keep a supply on hand ready to use whenever the occasion arises.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE . Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



STEWARDSHIP

EXCELLENT
RESOURCES
COMING TO
EVERY
PASTOR

THIS MONTH.

PASTOR'S
PROGRAM
PLANNER
1976-77
STEWARDSHIP
KIT

If you do not receive your free
copies, please write to:

GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Church of the Nazarene

6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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PALCON

PALCON
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

UPSS |

A 30-minute TV program will be available for
use in your area— based on tl)e biggest General

AssembIQ/ ever! V L
Nazarene Communlcatlons

For details, write to: 6401 The Paseo
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LIFE INCOME

“1fs hard to know who to trust..."

So true. But you can put your trust in these committed, capable Naza-
renes. They're the members of the Church’s Investment Committee,
responsible for knowledgeable decisions and wise investments of
HORIZONS resources. They consider this their sacred duty... to donors
and investors, to the Church and to God.

Left to right: Dr. Norman Miller, Rev. Robert Crew, Dr. Dean Wessels,
Mr. M. A. (Bud) Lunn.

Take a wise look ahead

PLANNED
GIVING
PROGRAMS
Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests ~ Without obligation, please send
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE me a copy of “A New Way to
6401 The Paseo Invest in Your Church.
Kansas City, Mo. 64131 Mr.
Mrs._
Attn: Robert W. Crew Miss
Address
City
State . Zip

Birth Date Tel__



VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT, v azarence

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) R. 1, Taft St., Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

AMOS, CARL A. (C) R. 3, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

#ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Box 821, Conway, Ark, 72032

+ ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass, 01844

+ ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 7016 N.W. 61st Terr, Bethany, Okla.
73008

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St.. Tampa, Tla. 33604

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, lll 62221

+ BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) Box 66. Wilmington,
NY 12977

+ BAILEY, CLARENCE & THELMA. (C) 1197 W. Arch St., Portland,
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich 48446

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.Va.
25306

BATTIN, BUFORD. (C) 3015 47th St., Lubbock, Tex. 79413

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.0. Box 254, Roland, Okla. 74954

+ BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c/lo NPH*

« BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, IAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River
view, Fla, 33569

+ BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Retired) 3212 4th Ave. Chattanooga, Tenn,
37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd., Pearl River, la, 70452

+ BIERCE, JACK. (C) 1156 Mt. Werner Cir. Colorado Springs, Colo
80906

BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R. 703 E. #65. Celina,
Ohio 45822 (full-time)

#BLUE, DAVID—ETC. (C) Box 60567. Nashville, Tenn. 37211

BOGGS, W, E. (Retired) 11323 Cactus Ln, Dallas, Tex 75238

+ BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe. Kans 66061

+ BOHI, R. W. (C) 4310 N. Asbury, Apt. N, Bethany, Okla. 73008

+ BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park, Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif.
91792

BOWERS, CHARLES H. (C) P.O. Box 461. Glendale, Ariz 85311

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (C) 1695 Audrey Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43224

BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rt 560, Urbana, Ohio 43078

+ BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, IIl. 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E, JR. (C) R 1, Box 245, Westmoreland,
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St., Reading, Pa 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) R. 2. Hillshoro. Tenn. 37342

BROWN, J. RUSSELL. (C) 1306 E. Jefferson, Boise, Ida 83702

« BROWN, LINDA K. (C) 201 Dellwood Dr., Favborn. Ohio 45324

+ BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724, Kankakee, Ill 60901

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr., Colorado Springs.
Colo. 80907 (full-time)

« BURKE, BILL & JEAN ANN. (R) 29 Oak St., Bourbonnais, Il
69014 (full-time)

BURTON, CLAUD L. (C) 9571 Castlefield, Dallas, Tex, 75227

BUTCHER, TONY H. (C) 4057 S. Delaware, Springfield, Mo.
65804

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c¢/o NPH*

CANIFF, JAMES B. (C) Box 304, Shirley, Ind. 47384

« CAUDILL, STEVE & SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, Mich.
48602

CAYTON, IOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, Mass, 02346

¢CHAMBERLAIN, DOROTHY & EDWARD. (C) RD 1. Carmichaels.
Pa. 15320

(C) Commissioned (R) Registered

"Preacher & Song Euangelist

PUBLISHING HOUSE

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLIFT, NORVIE O. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

#CLIFTON, DICK & BEVERLY. (R) R. 4, 341 Second St., Cadiz, Ky.
42211 (full-time)

#CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave., Bowling Green,

Ky. 42101

«COBB, BILL. (C) P.0. Box 75512, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73107
(full-time)

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans, W.Va.
25177

#CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd, Ithaca, N Y. 14850

#COOK, LEON G. 8 MARIE. (C) c/o NPH*

4COX, C. B. & JEWEL. (C) 707 Middle Dr., Woodruff PI, Indianapo-
lis, Ind. 46201

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, la 71301

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, R. 2,
Box 7. Vicksburg, Mich 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) R. 2, Box 186, Walker, W.Va, 26180

CREWS, H. F. & MRS. (Retired) Box 18302, Dallas, Tex, 75218

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI, Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, La. 71082

#DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson. Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va. 23692

DAWS, LEONARD. (R) 4525 Bonita Dr., #14, Middleton, Ohio 45042
(full-time)

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave. Lakeland. Fla 33801

«DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342, Barberton, Ohio 44203

<DELL, JIMMY. (R) 4026 E. Flower St. Phoenix, Ariz 85018

(full-time)

DeLONG, R. V. (Retired) 5932 48th Ave. N, St. Petershurg, Fla.
33709

«DEWARE, STANLEY. (R) 4300 Crossen Dr., Orlando, Fla. 32807
(full-time)

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) R. 15, Bowling Green, Ky. 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A. (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, IIl. 62702

#DIXON, GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

«DUNCAN, PAT. (C) R. 3. Box 109, Waverly, Ohio 45690

<DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr.. Nashville,
Tenn 37211

DUNN, D. R. (C) 560 Whitney Ave, Akron, Ohio 44306

DURHAM, L. P. (JACK) (C) 305 Parkview Dr., Arlington, Tex, 76010

#DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA. (R) 1925 Willow Dr., Olathe. Kans.
66061 (full-time)

<EDWARDS, LOU. (C) Smith Rd. at Florence Ave., Norwood, Ohio
45212

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 9352, Colorado Springs, Colo, 80932
(full-time)

ELLINGSON, R. LEE. (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis, Ind, 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 212 Buchanan, Mmeola, Tex. 75773

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans, 66206

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bihle Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A WILLIAM, (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr., Danville, Va,

24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus. Ohio 34227
(full-time)

EVERLETH, LEE. (R) 103 Ellsworth Dr.. Marietta, Ohio 45750 (full-
time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

#FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave
Bellmore. N'Y 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) c/o Mid-America Nazarene College, Olathe Kans
66061

»Song Evangelist

*Nazarene Publishing House. Box 527. Kansas City, Mo. 64141.
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*FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley. Ohio 45167
FLORES, LEO 0. (R) P.0. Box 5964, Lubbock. Tex 79417 (full-time)
FLOWERS, MARQUIS J. (C) 505 N Walnut, Newkirk, Okla. 74647
FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728

#FORD, RUTH E. (C) Children's Worker, 1605 Laura St, Clear-

water, Fla. 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi, Ill. 62821

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, I, 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) R. 1, Geff, Ill. 62842

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061

GAUT, ROBERT. (C) 1325 S. Cedar. Ottawa, Kans. 66067

GAWTHORP, WAYLANO & JOAN. (C) Box 115. Mt. Erie. Ill, 62446

GILMORE, PAUL S. (Retired) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y.
14701

«GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E. Highland, Muncie,
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

<GLENDENNING, PAUL A. & ROBERTA. (C) 700 E. Broadway,
Fairfield, la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 4920 N. 85th. Milwaukee, Wis. 53225

GOODEN, BILL. (R) 204 Willow Valley Rd. Lamar. Colo 81052

) (full-time)

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3, Box 269. Bemidji, Minn. 56601

«GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville, Ky 40229

GRAHAM, JIM D. (C) 1233 South Pine, Grapevine. Tex 76051

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon. IIl. 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (Retired) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, Tex.
79412

<GREEN, JAMES & ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385. Canton. Ill. 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (R) Rte. 2. Jacksonville. Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St., Sistersville, W.Va. 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 4754 McFadden Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43229

«GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD *. JANICE). (C) 539 E

Mason St., Owosso, Mich 48867
GUY, MARION O. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla, 74401
#HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct. Colorado Springs, Colo, 80916
(full-time)

<HALL, BILL & SHARON. (C) Box 623, Trevecca Naz. Cot, Nash-

ville, Tenn 37210

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes. Ind. 47591

HANCE, RAY. (C) 7432 N.W, 28th St., Bethany, Okla, 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD C. (C) 1404 Cambridge, Olathe, Kans. 66061

<HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) c/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank. Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin. Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St.. Rochelle, Ill. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G 10) RD. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028

+ HEASLEY, JIMMY & FERN. (C) c/o NPH*

HECKER FAMILY. (R) Family Evangelists, Box J, Allentown, Pa.
18105

HEGSTROM, H. E. (C) c/o NPH*

HENDERSON. DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore. Apt 46 C Altamonte
Springs, Fla 32701

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P1

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St.. Corpus Christl, Tex. 78404

HOLLEY, C, D. (C) R, 2, Indian Lake Rd., Vicksburg, Mich, 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 445 W. Lincoln Wav, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) Adair Ave.. Columbia, Ky 42728

<HOPKINS, BOB & LINDA. (C) R 2, Box 719. Indianapolis, Ind.
46231

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.0. Box 816, Durant, Okla.
74701

HUBARTT. LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St.. Huntington, Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (Rl 732 Drummond Ct. Columbus. Ohio
43214 (full-time)

ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) Box 1851, Ada, Okla. 74820

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (0 322 Meadow Ave, Charleroi. Pa 15022

+ IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr., Harrison, Tenn 37341

ISENBERG, DONALD. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, 240 E, Grand
St., Bourhonnais, IIl. 60914

JACKSON, PAUL & TRISH. (R) Box 739, Meade, Kans 67864
(full-time)

+ JACKSON SINGERS, CHUCK. (C) Box 17177, Nashville, Tenn.
37217

1C\/

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 1025 Delaware, No. 4, Colorado Springs.
Colo. 80909

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo. 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN & MARIJORIE. (C) c/lo NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave., Bellefontaine, Ohio
43311

JETER, H. L. (C) 2345 Johnstown. Florissant. Mo 63033

«JEWETT, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) R. 4, Box 265, West Monroe, La.
71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full-
time)

<JOHNSON, RON. (R) 3208 Eighth St. E, Lewiston, Ida 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) R. 4, Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville, Tenn. 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur, Nampa, Ida 83651

KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (Retired) 2910 Harris St.. Eugene,
Ore. 97405

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P. 0. Box 52. Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon. Ind. 47991 (full-time)

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298. Brookville. Pa. 15825

KRATZ, ELDON & KAY (R) 814 Grant Terr, Olathe, Kans. 66061
(full-time)

LAMAR, C. M. (C) 118 S. Second, Maquoketa, la. 52060

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55. Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

¢LAW, DICK & LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany, Okla, 73008

«LAXSON, WALLY & GINGER. (C) R 3. Athens, Ala 3561 1

<LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030

#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) 753 S. Wildwood. Kankakee, IIf 60901

LEMASTER, BEN. (C) 1576 S. Reed, Reedley, Calif. 93654

LEONARD, JAMES C. 8 FLORICE. (C) 150 Valley View Dr. Johns-
town. Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED R. (C) c/o NPH*

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W Allen Rd., Howell, Mich 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI, Springfield, Mo. 65804

#LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St., Elkhart, Ind. 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St., Bradford, Pa. 16701

+LOMAN, LANE AND JANET. (R) Box 1. Salisbury, N C. 28144 (full-
time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. #2, New Florence, Pa. 15944 (full-time)

LOWN, A.J. (C) clo NPH*

<LUSH, RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W Shaw Ct. No. 1, Whitewater. Wis.
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. & MARY. (C) Artist & Evangelist, 41808
W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio 44035

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) 1778 S. 350 E, Marion, Ind. 40952

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N, Maysville, Ky 41056

#MARTIN, DICK. (C) Box 60008, Sacramento, Calif, 95860

MARTIN, PAUL. (C) c/o NPH*

MARTIN, VERN W. (C) Route 1, Caldwell. Ida. 83605

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Afton. lex. 79220

«MCABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Aye. Seymour. Ind 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) R. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Bryan, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) R. 1. Box 308, Dale. Tex 78616

MCDONALD, G. RAY. (R) 321 Curran, Brookhaven, Miss. 39601
(fulltime)

MCGUFFEY, J. W. (C) 4715 Ponderosa, Tyler, Tex. 75701

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way. Orlando, Fla. 32809

«McNUTT, PAUL. (C) 215 W 68th Terr, Kansas City, Mo. 64113

MCWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) R 1, Greenup. Ky 41144

«MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPHA

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286. Minneapolis, Minn. 55431
(full-time)

*MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belmder, Prairie Village.
Kans 66208

#MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar
Colo. 81052

MILLER, MEL. (C) Bible Expositor, 226 W. Northrup St., Lansing,
Mich. 48910

<« MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 45th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) clo NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St, Terre Haute, Ind
47804



MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant lake Rd., Nitro, W.va. 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Retired) 19562 Wmward Ln., Huntington
Beach, Calif, 92646

«MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont., Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD & MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 49504

* NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St., Owosso, Mich.
48867

#NELSON, CHARLES ED (C) 8ox 241, Rogers, Ark. 72756

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NICHOLAS, CLAUDE. (R) 3395 Hammerburg Rd, Flint, Mich.
48507 (full-time)

NORTON, JOE. (Retired) Bo* 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave., Martinsville, Ind. 46151

«PARR, PAUL G, & THE SONGMASTERS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A
W hitetown, Ind. 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A (C)

PECK, W. A. (C) R. 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863

PEMBLE, A. R. (See Rocky Mountain Airs)

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte 245, Cable, Ohio 43009

PFEIFER, DON. (C) 102 E. 7th St, Waverly, Ohio 45690

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd, Rte. 2, Griggsville, IIl.
62340

«PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C) R. 4, Danville, lll. 61832

#PORTER, JOHN & PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

#POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr., Mansfield, Ohio
44905

POWELL, EARL. (R) 1613 Hickory St., Flatwood, Ky. 41139 (full-
time)

¢POWELL, FRANK. (C) P.0. Box 222, Oskaloosa, la. 52577

<QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando, Fla.
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown, Ill. 61542

RAYCROFT, R. N. (C) c/o NPH*

REED, DOROTHY. (C) P.0. Box 32, Danville, ll. 61832

clo NPH*

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914
RHAME, JOHN D. (R) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63701
(full-time)

<RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

RIDEN, K. R. (C) c/o NPH

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln., Arlington, Tex.
76014

#ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Heaters, W.Va. 26627

#ROCKY MOUNTAIN AIRS. (R) Box 1842, Bozeman, Mont. 59715

(full-time)

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210
(full time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln., Bethany, Okla
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St, Miami, Fla.
3314/ (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) R 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204, la Vergne, Tenn 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N. Third Ave., Saginaw, Mich, 48607

#SAY FAMILY. (C) 1515 Pinelake Dr., Orlando, Fla. 32808

SCARLETT, DON. (C) 1806 Auburn, Speedway, Ind. 46224

SCHLANG, NEIL. (C) 1404 Old Ringgold Rd , Chattanooga, Tenn.
37404

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich. 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry In., Alta Loma, Calif. 91701

#SERROTT, CLYDE. (C) Evangelist & Children's Worker, 558 W.
Melrose Cir, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla 33312

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave ,
Ashland, Ky. 41101

#SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittsburg, Ill. 62974

#SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) R. 2, Box 216 D, Vicksburg,
Mich. 49097

SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 lames Ave., Yorklon, Saskatchewan,
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln., St. Marys, Ohio 45885

SHOLAR, LINDA ROBINSON. (C) Box 5642, Fayetteville, N.C. 28303

4SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, Ind.
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O Box 1083, Hendersonville, Tenn. 3/075

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92117

«SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St. Rising Sun, Ind. 47040

#SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St., Independence,
Kans. 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008

#SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/o NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (R) 256 Oakhurst Ln, Arcadia, Calif 91006
(full-time)

4SMITH, OTTIS E, JR., & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute,
Pa. 16351

SMITH, R. A. (C) Box 42, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

#SMITHS, SINGING. (C) 612 4th Ave. N, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80904 (full-time)

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 53 Baylis, S.W., Grand Rapids, Mich 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/o NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany, Okla. 73008

STARNES, SAM L. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, Ill. 60915

STEPHENS, KEN. (R) P.0. Box 24537, Dallas, Tex 75224 (full-
time)

STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90 Jasper, Ala. 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave., N.W., Rochester, Minn.
55901

«STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 5150 Airport Rd., Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80916

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1, Ramsey, Ind. 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield, Ohio

45503

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla.
73099

«SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove,
Ky 42280

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr.,
Redding, Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440

THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) c/o NPH*

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437

«THOMPSON, L. DEAN. (C) 314 S. Summit, Girard, Kans. 66743

¢THORNTON, RON L. (R) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, Ill. 61241 (full-
time)

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petersburg, Tex. 79250

TOSTI, TONY. (Retired) Box 1643, Prescott, Ariz. 86301

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL & JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204, La Vale, Md
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

#TURNOCK, JIM & D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

VANDERBUSH, HENRY AND RHONDA. (C) Bushnell, S.D. 57011

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD. (C) 11424 N 37th St, Phoenix. Ariz.
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75228

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

#WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (C) Preacher & Chalk Artist, 6944
Whiskey Creek Dr, Ft. Myers. Fla. 33901

«WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville, Il
61832

<WELCH, RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C) clo NPH*

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston, S.C. 29405

WEST, EDNA. (C) Carlisle St, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907

WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c/o NPH*

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St., Columbus, Ind. 47201 (full-
time)

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr., Kokomo, Ind. 46901

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 NW 30th Terr., Bethany.
Okla /3008

WISE, DAVE. (R) 9826 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215
(full-time)

& WISEHART, LENNY I JOY. (0 cl/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St., Riverside, Calif. 92501

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) c/o NPH*

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) 1217 Fuller, Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort, Ky. 40601

«YATES, BEN J. (R) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa.
15102 (full-time)
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A BIG DAY for Little Folks
... .and Grown-ups Too!

Make it SPECIAL with...

pu%m
CT-91 CT-105
Birth Through 3 Ages 4 Through 5
Jesus with His Family Jesus at Play
Familiar Bible scenes lithographed
in full color on front. Inside is a contemporary open
Bible-cross design, appropriate scripture, and certifi-
cate form ready to personalize with name, depart- CT-113 CT-121
N AN
ment, date, and signature. French fold. sva x A" Ages 6 Through 8 Ages 9 Through 11
Matching enve|0pe Jesus and Joseph Jesus in the Synagogue
Package of 12 (same stock number)
ORDER BY NUMBERS
UNDER EACH ILLUSTRATION
PROMOTION DAY PROGRAM BUILDER
An excellent source for ideas and materials for plan-
ning an interesting, well-rounded program. 32 pages.
MP-501 95¢
CT-13X CT-148
Ages 12 Through 14 Youth
Jesus Talking with Young People Jesus and Fishermen
Recommended by the Department of
Church Schools for presenting each pupil
being promoted into the fourth grade. Nu-
merous features make this particularly
helpful for junior-age use. 48s x 712"
Cloth board.
B-800N $3.00; 12 for $2.85 each
CT-156 CT-164R
Department to Department Recognition
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Jesus Fishing with Peter Jesus Teaching

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



The Parsonage
Telephone

Dear Daughter:

Your dad has just left for a church board meeting. He is very ex-
cited about a new visitation program our pastor and the planning
committee want to start in our church. The board had asked your dad
to contact several pastors across the district who have started visita-
tion programs, but because of an extra heavy load at the shop, he
asked me to do the calling.

As most of our pastors do not have office phones, | called the par-
sonages. | was surprised and shocked at the telephone manners—or
should I say, lack of manners—in our parsonages. In all but 1of the 10
homes called, children answered the phone.

When | asked to speak to the pastor, the typical reply was “Who
is this?” On being informed that | was calling long distance, five of
eight children said, “What do you want him for?”

Now, honey, | do hope that you have taught the boys not to race
to the phone, but attempt to answer it yourself, or have David do so.
It is the parsonage phone. It was installed and paid for by the church
in order that they may talk over problems, temptations, and joys with
their pastor and wife. The side benefit is that the children get to use it
to talk with their friends. I am sure that when I call my pastor, if | had
to constantly go through his children, I would simply stop calling.

So, dear, do watch the telephone manners. Honor God and your
people by being available. | know it is sometimes hard to drop every-
thing, and much simpler to ask the children to answer and “find out
who it is and what they want.” But how rude this seems to the calling
party. Before | had finished calling those 10 pastors, | felt like giving
up the job.

We are praying and believing for your soon-coming revival.

It is almost time for your dad to come home. We both send our
love to you, David, and the boys.

Love,
Mother

August, 1976
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A“C"Isn't

Good Enough

eport card day Wwas always a

dreaded day in my life, for the
truth of my efforts would be known at
home. My dad would look up and
say, “Son, a C in history isn't good
enough. You can do better. You are
going to have to find the areas in
which you are weak and work on
them.”

I have recently done the kind of
self-analyzation about my ministry
that my dad prescribed for my
schoolwork. Part of the insight came
in an article that told of the success
of a young businessman who, on an
investment of $2,500, had started a
chain of hardware stores. When
asked about his success, the young
man said, “ It isn’'t that | work harder
—all of my competitors work hard.
But every Monday night | spend four
hours in self-evaluation. | look at the
past week to see how | can improve
my efforts. | am always trying to see
how | can make the operation of my
stores better for everyone.”

I have worked as hard as any of the
ministers in our town—working on a
promotional scheme to get people to
church, running like a dash man,
painting buses red, printing news-
letters. We have had no vacation in
the two and one-half years we have
been here. Yes, | have worked hard,
but what about my grade as a pastor?

| grew up in a parsonage and later
entered the field of data processing

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Danville, Va.
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By Rick Withrow*

and became national sales manager
for a company. Three years ago |
heard God’s call to preach, and we
subsequently came to Danville to
start a new church.

As a sales manager, | knew that
one had to properly promote one’s
product. | carried the same concept
into the ministry and became a pro-
moter instead of a pastor. We experi-
enced good growth for the first eight
or nine months. Within that period of
time we were averaging 100 in Sun-
day school, with 20 more coming to
morning worship. We had many sing-
ing groups, lots of specials, all the
bells and whistles—an abundance of
dessert, but not much of substance. |
soon learned that you could keep peo-
ple airborne for only so long, and
then you must help them get their
feet on the ground.

I had believed that one shouldn’t
get close to the people. We loved the
people but were so afraid to get too
close. We have found that there is a
world of difference between patting
people on the back on Sunday morn-
ing and getting into their homes and
weeping when they weep and laugh-
ing when they laugh.

It isn't good enough to be con-
cerned with the church activities of
our people. | had a tendency to want
to be with those who were doing the
most for the church and the King-
dom. | was unable to see that as a
pastor | have no right to service one

The Preacher's Magazine



segment of the congregation at the
expense of another.

The past few years have been very
difficult from the standpoint of ana-
lyzed results. No, | haven't failed,
nor am | ready for the ash heap. |
don’t have to hide my face when | re-
port at the district assembly, but we
haven’t begun to do what can be done
for the Lord.

As a salesman | have attended
every kind of “rah-rah” meeting. |
have come away ready to be the top
salesman. As a pastor, | have been
exposed to many of the top promoters
of bus ministries, children’s
churches, soul-winning programs,
and fund-raising methods; but now I
see that whatever major approach
one takes, unless | touch the lives of
people, I am never going to be what
God had hoped for when He called
me.

My prayer is that God will open
my eyes to the needs of those around
me. That | will not spend my life try-
ing to be a great preacher, the pastor
of a leading church, have the greatest
bus ministry (and there is nothing
wrong with any of these), but that He
will help me to be a pastor who tries
to touch the lives of the people for
Jesus.

For just as my earthly father said,
“Son, a Cisn't good enough,” so will
my Heavenly Father look at the re-
port card of my life.

Lord, help us not just to try and
“pass, ” but help us to be a body of
real achievers for Your glory.

A PRAYER
“Lord, when we are wrong, make us
willing to change. And when we are right,
make us easy to live with.”

Who learns . . . and learns . . . and
acts not what he knows, is one who
. plows and plows . . . but never

SOWS.

August, 1976

The Pbstman Never Comes
(Anonymous)

If | were a district superintendent,
the postman would go knocking every
time one of my pastors moved from
the district. Of course I would be wise
enough to know the letter would not
be absolutely necessary. That it
wouldn't be a matter of life and
death for a man to know where he
stood. After all, the very fact of doubt
could serve a purpose. | could just
keep him guessing about how I felt.
Certainly big men can make pastoral
changes without the need of senti-
ment, but I'd do it anyway. I'd write
my man because | would have ap-
preciated his loyal service. I'd write
him, knowing | would be a force in
setting the mood with which he faced
his new assignment. | know he'd say
nice things about me too, but that is
incidental. I'm a leader of men. I'd
write a personal letter. Simple. Hon-
est.

Dear Joe and Ruth,

Just wanted you to know that | was
happy to recommend you both to
your new district superintendent.
While we will miss you on our dis-
trict, | realize that God does move
His men across boundaries some-
times, and | want to wish you every
success. Your influence and service
here have been greatly appreciated.
Should God ever choose to send you
back in this direction, feel free to
contact me. Meantime, my wife joins
me in wishing you both every bless-
ing in your new labor.

Your friend,
Dr. D.S.

A few moments of time, a sheet of
paper, one envelope, and a first-class
postage stamp, and | would have
scaled new heights in the skill of
leading men.
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Discovering
Solutions

Compiled by

Raymond C. Kratzer*

Lack of a Call
to Another Church

A pastor should strive to assume that
his present pastorate is the most impor-
tant one anywhere. He should refuse the
temptation to feel that his assignment is
but a “stepping-stone” to a better place.
His work will be stunted and impaired if
he keeps his eye on some other church
while he plays a waiting game. He must
remember that the church seeks the man.
The man does not seek the church.

If he is discouraged at the moment and
feels he should move, it is not improper
for him to share this with his district su-
perintendent. The counsel he may receive
may suggest that he correspond with oth-
er district superintendents. Or he may be
advised to pray that his present church
get a “new pastor’—himself, renewed in
spiritual power and insight. Or he may be
counseled to get a “new church”—his
present church, revived, ignited with holy
love and enthusiasm because of a real re-
vival. This is always a possibility when
calls do not come.

Often men leave because of momentary
discouragement, and accept another as-
signment, only to discover they have
made a great mistake. Things are not
what they had hoped in the new location,
and they look back to a premature deci-
sion which both injured their previous
pastorate and stymied their success in
their new place. When errors of judgment
like this are made, it is best to remember
we have a gracious Lord who can make
all things work together for our good, be-
cause we love Him and are called accord-
ing to His purpose. Make the most of
your error of judgment and strive to ad-
just to the new situation without looking
back with melancholy and dismay. Learn

*Superintendent, Northwest District, Church of
the Nazarene
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from this experience, and pray that God
will ameliorate the total picture. He will!

Incidentally, the pastor of a growing,
enthusiastic church, with gains, and a
reputation for cooperativeness in district
and general programs, often elicits calls
from other churches wanting such a pas-
tor to lead them.

When a Call Does Come

When a call does come, pray about it.
Consult your district superintendent and
make him aware of the situation. You
and your wife should be a team in prayer
and counsel. Often the wife has finer
wires of intuition and perception, and she
can be a real help to her pastor-husband
in helping him come to a crystal-clear
decision. Read the Bible a great deal for a
“word from the Lord.” Often a scripture
will stand out as a dramatic guidepost
pointing the direction.

When the call does not grip your heart,
and when it appears that there is much
land to be possessed where you are, be
courageous to say no, even though the
new venture might be more lucrative.
Strong churches are built by men who
stay by the stuff. Too many churches suf-
fer because of short pastorates where tal-
ented men are lured from their fold to
“greener pastures.” Men who move to
improve their material or esthetical situ-
ation do not become men of depth and
deep spirituality. Love of people, caring
for them, striving to help them—rather
than one’s own self—delights the Lord
and brings dividends that are rich and
rewarding.

When the signs all point “go" and you
give the signal to have a church vote on
you, there should be acommitment to ac-
cept the call if the vote is satisfactory.
Occasionally, following an acceptable
vote, it may be helpful to meet the new
church board to confirm your decision,
should there be some question mark.
However, perish the thought that you
should go to “look over” the property,
parsonage, or the personnel to see if you
will like it. Always question your motives
when accepting a call to be sure your
priorities are correct.

Keep in mind what the great apostle
wrote under inspiration in 2 Cor. 6:1-10—

The Preacher's Magazine



as quoted in part: “We then, as workers
together with God, beseech you also that
ye receive not the grace of God in vain.
Giving no offence in anything, that the
ministry be not blamed: but in all things
approving ourselves as the ministers of
God . .

Home—or Hotel?

“The happiest moments of my life have
been the few which | have passed at home
in the bosom of my family,” said Thomas
Jefferson.

Christians have long believed that the
family home is intended to be a little
corner of the kingdom of God, a place
where all the members of the family may
grow together through Christ.

In modern America, the average home
possesses neither the deep serenity expe-
rienced by Jefferson nor the chaos of dis-
cordant lives. The typical characteristic
of today’s home is that they have degen-
erated into efficiently run hotels. Mem-
bers of the family can drop in, have a
shower, eat a quick meal, and rush off
their separate ways with scarcely a word
for the other members of the establish-
ment.

What can we do to build a real home-
life for our families and ourselves?

1. We must find a way to spend more
time together. A successful homelife re-
quires time and effort.

2. There must be a great spiritual pur-
pose at the center of your life. Where hus-
band and wife share a great spiritual
purpose, and are accustomed to worship
their Creator together, there you have the
fundamental framework for the highest
form of family living.

3. The centrality of Jesus will give you
the foundation on which to build a hap-
py and successful home.

4. It is time the men of America as-
sumed their share of the moral and spiri-
tual duties of homelife. The greater pro-
portion of American men have tried to

August, 1976

delegate all responsibility in spiritual
matters to the women. It seems their
theme song has been:

“Take my wife, and let her be

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.”

What will the policy of your home be?
Children will, in spite of all we say, be-
come as we are.

From Don Redmond

BY ASA H. SPARKS
Pastor, Church of the Nazarene
Vandalia, Ohio

Missions

1. One church provided a wishing well
for missions. People were advised to
make a wish for a certain field and pray
for that field and drop a coin in the well.
The wish won't do much, but the prayer
will.

2. Your junior missionary fellowship
can have a wonderful time with an inter-
national dinner featuring foods, dress,
and customs of the various mission fields.
By inviting the adults, it can become the
mission education project for the year.

3. For the next Alabaster offering, fill
the cross for Christ. Build a cross with
sides and back, but no front. Ask the con-
gregation to bring their offering and fill in
the front of the cross.

4. An Alabaster box filled with quar-
ters comes to $50.75. Stimulate Alabaster
giving by challenging your people to fill
their boxes with quarters.

5. To really dramatize the next mis-
sionary service, find a National Geo-
graphic article on the country you are
studying. Soak the pictures in detergent
water and prepare contact slides for
roughly 3 cents a slide.

6. To support our mission fields, it
costs over $20.00 a minute. For the next
Thanksgiving or Easter offering, set a
goal based on the number of minutes that
your church would be able to be responsi-
ble for.

21



THE

PODOT

The Holy Spirit—
Not Optional, but Necessary

A. W. Tozer has said that “the power
of the Holy Spirit is not optional but nec-
essary.” And here is why he believed it:
“The Christian would collapse from sheer
external pressure were there not within
him a counterpressure sufficiently great
to prevent it” (A. W. Tozer, That Incredi-
ble Christian, Christian Publications,
1964, p. 86).

Perfect Love

| read Robert G. Tuttle’'s book, The
Partakers, and here are a couple of
thoughts on perfect love that you can use:
“Perfect love has no will of its own” (p.
43).

“Perfect love is moving, never arriving,
always looking for new ways of expressing
itself, always looking for weaknesses to
conquer, always looking for new ways of
serving, and always developing greater
sensitivity to the needs of others” (p. 40).

When you develop a sermon on the
Holy Spirit and His work in life, these
two thoughts could help.

Four Words That Mean a Lot

I'm sure | had read them many times,
but the Living Bible's paraphrase of
Matthew 14:17-18 opened new thoughts
for me, and especially the words of Jesus
requesting the five loaves and two fishes

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, Taylor Avenue
Church of the Nazarene
Racine, Wis.
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when He simply said:
me.”

That's all He ever asks of us, that we
bring to Him what we have. And when we
do it willingly, He makes life full and
rich.

“Bring them to

Therapy for Troubled Times

Sometime ago | shared a series of ser-
mons with my people from Philippians.
Here's some thoughts from Phil. 4:1-9
(Living Bible). *

1. For equilibrum in life, “Stay true to
the Lord” (v. 1).

2. For the energies of life,
Christ Jesus” (v. 7).

3. For the emotions of life, “Fix your
thoughts on what is true and good and
right” (v. 8).

“Trust in

A Thought from
John Henry Jowett

From 1 Kings 8:22-36—

1. How is moral strength and health
lost? Two words tell the story—men
“sin” and are “smitten.” Jowett adds,
“Every sin is the minister of disease.”

2. How is moral and spiritual strength
and health recovered? Three words tell
the story—“Turn,” “confess,” and
“make supplication.”

And these few words tell the whole
story.

Another Look at Isaiah 40:31

Here's a “starting point” from A. W.
Tozer, who reminds us that the word “re-
new” in lIsa. 40:31 really means “ex-
change.” So the verse could well read:
“They that wait upon the Lord shall ex-
change their strength.” There's a great
thought waiting here.

A Word About Saturday Night

Here’s a “starting point” of a different
nature from William Barclay and his
book, A Spiritual Autobiography: “When
I was a parish minister, | never wrote a
sermon after Thursday. The great peril of
the parish ministry is that a man is his
own master. He can waste his mornings;
he can put off writing while he waits for

*The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by permission.
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inspiration. Some men break down—and
little wonder, for Saturday night finds
them desperately searching for a text and
then still more desperately writing. How
can an exhausted man preach on Sunday
morning?” (Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1975, p. 23).

Thoughts from Psalm 85

John Henry Jowett, great preacher of
an age past, penned these thoughts from
Psalm 85, and | pass them on from the
book My Daily Meditation (EI Camino
Press, 1975, p. 327).

(1) The psalm speaks of divine favour
—*"Lord, thou has been favourable unto
thy land” (v. 1). (2) It speaks of divine

forgiveness—“Thou hast forgiven the in-
iquity of thy people” (v. 2). And Jowett
adds this thought to this verse: “Yes,
when the sun appears, He loosens the fro-
zen earth and streams, and turns the
bondage into liberty. The soul that was
imprisoned in freezing guilt attains a joy-
ous freedom.” (3) It speaks of revival—
“Wilt thou not revive us again?” (v. 6).

When It's Time to
Stop Preaching

Let me end this month’s column with
these words from William Barclay:
“When to preach becomes a common-
place, then it is time to stop preaching”
(Ibid., p. 74).

IN THE »S TUDY

Seedsfor Sermons

August 1
THE MODEL CHURCH

Text: “But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me . . . this
same Jesus . . . shall so come in like man-
ner” (Acts 1:8, 11).

As Jesus prepared for His ascension,
He left important truths with His disci-

by
Mendell Taylor

Professor of History of
Christianity, Nazarene
Theological Seminary,
Kansas City
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pies. He sensed that His time with them
was very limited, and He must compact
as many ideas into these precious mo-
ments as possible. In the brief scope of
scripture given above, He presented the
three marks of a model church. They are
as follows:

I. A Spirit-empowered Church—"Ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you.” The power that
always accompanies the Holy Spirit is
absolutely essential for the survival of the
church. Jesus is saying that wherever the
Holy Spirit is, there is power; and wher-
ever there is power, there the Holy Spirit
is. The two are inseparable. You cannot
have one without the other. The Holy
Spirit, as the embodiment of divine pow-
er, provides an adequacy, whereby the
church can take the world. However, if
His power is absent, then the world will
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take the church. This disaster can only be
avoided if the church is reinforced,
anointed, and energized by the person
and power of the Holy Spirit.

1. A Spirit-guided Church—"Ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea.” The Holy Spirit has a
purpose in bestowing us, namely, that we
may be guided and propelled into wit-
nessing situations. We experience His
power so we can express it in a convincing
and persuasive manner to others. The
Holy Spirit not only prepares our hearts
for talking about the Lord to the other
person, He also prepares the other person
to be receptive to what we declare. He
guides us to the right person at the right
time, in the right way. It is always “open
season” when we are fishing for men un-
der the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He is
the Source of our strategy, our objectives,
our procedure in doing the greatest good
for the greatest number.

IIl. A Saviou r-expecting Church—"“this
same Jesus . . . shall so come in like man-
ner.” The church that is on tiptoe of ex-
pectancy regarding the return of the Lord
is always zealous about working for the
Lord. When the time seems shortest, that
causes the church to work longer to get as
many ready for His return as possible. As
the end approaches, the church becomes
more intense about doing a maximum of
good before time runs out. Instead of Ad-
ventism putting people at ease so that
they passively wait for the Lord’s return,
Adventism makes them more alert and
active because the time is at hand when
no man can work.

Conclusion: This model which Jesus ar-
ticulated is vital for the church world to-
day. If these three qualities were ac-
cented in the proper manner, a revival of
religion would occur which would bring a
“reign of righteousness.”

August 8
COMMUNICATORS OF THE GOSPEL

Text: “For | determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified . . . and my speech . . . was
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. in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power: that your faith . should
stand ... in the power of God” (1 Cor.
2:2, 4-5).

Introduction: Communication is a big
word in our vocabulary. The mass media
of communication have developed the ul-
timate techniques in the art of conveying
ideas through audio-video channels. This
has made everyone aware of what a mira-
cle communication is and how significant
communication is in making adjustments
to life. Some communicators are sincere,
others are superficial; some are persua-
sive, and others are nothing but pretense;
some are convincing, and others are cam-
ouflage. As Christian communicators we
will be convincing and persuasive if we
embody the following principles:

I. WeMust Be Motivated by a Supreme
Passion— “For 1 determined not to know
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.” We are to be so com-
mitted to the Lord that we are Christ-
centered and Christ-controlled. Only one
thing counts; only one thing matters; on-
ly one thing has priority—that is to know
Christ and Him crucified. We want noth-
ing more, nothing less, and nothing else
but Him. 1 have heard Dr. Billv Graham
say that he did not consider that he had
preached a sermon if he did not make a
special reference to Christ as our cruci-
fied Saviour. We are to be so absorbed in
talking about Christ that we will bring
Him into our conversation as much as we
refer to cars, or clothes, or calories.

Il. We Must Be M aintained by a Spiri-
tual Power—"“And my speech . . . was

in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power.” We are not alone as we witness
for the Lord. Our words are quickened,
our minds are illuminated, our thoughts
are activated, and our hearts are ani-
mated by the power of the Holv Spirit.
The secret weapon which the Christian
has in his favor as he is bragging on the
Lord is the penetrating power of the Holy
Spirit. The one to whom we are speaking
will say: “What is happening to me any-
way? What has come over me? What has
taken hold of me?” The only answer is
that the Holy Spirit is honoring and
anointing what is being said, and He is
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driving the truth, on target, to the heart
of the listener. Without this power our ef-
forts to communicate would be futile and
useless.

IIl. We M ust Be M onopolized by a Sin-
gle Purpose— “That your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of God.” This means that our
greatest desire is to see others brought to
the point that they have an experiential
faith that makes the power of God real in
their lives. The greatest day in any of our
lives was the day we became personally
acquainted with Jesus. The next greatest
day was when we helped someone else to
make the same discovery. We cannot
keep such an immense experience to our-
selves. We become devoted to the single
task of bringing others into contact with
the Lord.

Conclusion: If we have a God-given pas-
sion, a God-given power, and a God-given
purpose, we will be effective communica-
tors of the gospel in the workaday world.
We will try to bring every conversation
around to the point that we can call at-
tention to the reality of Christ in our
lives, and what a difference He can make
in the lives of those we contact.

August 15

HOW TO MAKE A GOOD
TRACK RECORD

T ext: “Wherefore seeing we also are com-
passed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the race that is
set before us” (Heb. 12:1).

Introduction: Many symbols are used to
refer to the Christian way of life in the Bi-
ble. Sometimes it is described as a war-
fare between rival enemies; sometimes as
a pilgrimage from earth to heaven; and
sometimes as an athletic contest. In the
verse under consideration, the latter is in-
ferred, and the setting is running a race
on the track of life. One of the most fre-
quent evaluative judgments in modern
language is to give a high recommenda-
tion to someone by saying: “He has a
good track record.” In other words, he has

August, 1976

performed well in the capacity that has
been assigned to him. The Christian can
make a good track record and come out a
winner if he follows the three basic rules
listed below:

I. Etiminate the Handicaps—"“Let us Iay
aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us.” All encum-
brances which entangle our feet should be
cast aside. The greatest of all handicaps
in running the race of life is related to sin.
Sin always saps the strength of the run-
ner on the roadway of life. It leaves one
feeble, floundering, and flabby. It causes
one to neglect the type of discipline that
would bring him to the peak of his effi-
ciency. It generates divided loyalties,
mixed motives, and conflicting purposes
which bring one’s stamina to the nil level.
It produces a guilty conscience which
fractionalizes one’s capacity to perform.
It lowers one’s resistence until he is a
“pushover” when the real testing time
comes.

IIl. Accentuate the Helps—"“Let us run
the race that is set before us.” The first
thing that helps us is to have a sense of
direction and follow through with that, as
described in these words: “the race that
is set before us.” The Lord wants us to
follow a well-marked course and not
swerve to the left side or the right side,
keeping a middle-of-the-road direction.
We are not to be going in all directions at
once, but to move in a consistent stride
toward a worthy goal. The second thing
that helps is to master “ patience” so we
can be faithful in the performance of our
duty.

Heroes W ho Have
Gone On Before—"“Seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses.” This glorious company of suc-
cessful runners now occupy the grand-
stand as those who cheer us on. The faith-
ful devotion, the inspiring example, the
challenging testimony, the glowing mem-
ories of these heroic winners make it
easier for us to give our best to this noble
endeavor. The supportive value of these
heroes makes us more determined than
ever to be true to the Lord.

I11. Appreciate the

Conclusion: We have a lot going for us as
we run the race for Christ. He promises to
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give the grace to make us equal to every
demand, and the glory to make us happy
in the heat of the struggle. He lets us
know that He will underwrite our success
and guarantee our victory in the race of
life. In the light of these advantages, we
declare again: “We have gone too far to
turn back.”

August 22

THE HIGHWAYS OF THE SOUL
(Part I)

Text: “And a highway shall be there”
(Isa. 35:8).

The Bible describes many dramatic
scenes of divine-human encounters which
took place on various roadways. Four of
these accounts represent highways each
soul must take if the maximum of good is
realized in fulfilling the Lord’s will.

I. The
Revelation

The Apostle Paul was on the road to
Damascus when he saw a light from heav-
en which revealed his spiritual condition
and caused him to bite the dust in humil-
ity before the Lord. Before that time he
had a trigger temper, a slashing tongue, a
frigid heart. He could not stand to have
anybody around who did not see eye to
eye with him. He swaggered through the
streets of Jerusalem with bravado that
cowed both his friends and his enemies.

On the way to Damascus he met Jesus.
This encounter brought Paul a trans-
forming experience. Jesus changed every-
thing about him, including his name. He
imparted to him a new disposition, a new
set of desires, and a new destiny.

The first roadway we must travel, if we
are going the Lord’s way, is to meet Him
in a transforming and experiential man-
ner on a Damascus highway.

D amascus Road of a Dazzling

Il. The Jerusalem Road of a Dauntless
Resolution

This principle comes from the experi-
ence of Jesus. He was approaching Jeru-
salem to observe the Feast of the Pass-
over. His friends warned Him that some
of His enemies in the city were plotting to
give Him trouble.

The friends of Jesus urged Him to
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avoid contact with those who planned
this conspiracy. Jesus listened to these
warnings, but He informed His friends
that He was determined to go to Jerusa-
lem, regardless of the circumstances
which awaited Him.

We too must travel the Jerusalem Road
of unswerving determination if we make
the progress the Lord wants us to make.
We must fix our hearts, set our wills, and
put our minds on the things that are
above. After the initial experience with
the Lord, we must become so completely
dedicated to Him that everything on the
inside of our lives will be on His side.
Then we will be monopolized by an ideal,
captivated by a cause, and motivated by
a single purpose. This deeper relationship
with the Lord will enable us to give forth
a ringing and triumphant yes to the
whole will of God, and to peal off a
healthy no when circumstances conspire
to pull us “off course” in our destiny.

Conclusion: The first road makes Christ
emminent in our lives; the second gives
Him the preeminence in all things. The
first brings Him into our lives as a resi-
dent; the second gives Him the right to
be President over all things. The first
road makes Him Lord of our lives; the
second makes Him Lord of all.

August 29
HIGHWAYS OF THE SOUL
(Part 1)
Text: “And a highway shall be there”
(Isa. 35:8).

IIl. The Jericho Road of a Daring Res-
cue

This principle was introduced by the
Good Samaritan. When he found a help-
less victim who had been bruised and
battered by the brute forces of life, he
leaped over the racial boundary, stooped
low enough to pick up the fallen, made an
ambulance of his beast of burden, and
took the wounded man to a place where
he could receive proper attention. To top
it off, the generous Samaritan paid the
medical and hospital bill in full. He made
the Jericho Road the road of service as he
sought out someone who needed help,
and then went “all out” in doing every-
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thing within his power to bring life and
security for a victim of foul play.

After we have come into vital contact
with the Lord, we must make every road-
way of life a place where we try to rescue
the perishing and the dying. The Lord
has a mission and plan for each of us. We
have a contribution to make which will
be left undone unless we do it. The Lord
has given each of us a gift that enables us
to do something unique al3d significant in
the business of building His kingdom. If
we “have eyes to see,” we will find some-
one close by who has been robbed of his
ideals, bruised by tragedy, and stranded
at the brink of hopelessness. We can be
actively engaged in an “Operation Res-
cue” if we are sensitive to the leadership
of the Lord.

IV. The Emmaus Road of Intimate Com-
munion

Two disciples were discussing the
events centering around the crucifixion of
Jesus. As they tried to reason about it,
they trailed off into disillusionment,
muttering under their breath: “We had
hoped ... we had hoped . . Suddenly
their gloom was dispelled. A third Person
joined step with them on the dusty road.
Straightway their cold hearts burned
within them. They eventually recognized
Him as the resurrected Lord. They were
ready to celebrate as they entered into in-
timate communion and fellowship with
the radiant Christ.

The monotonous paths of life must of-
ten be intersected by an Emmaus Road of
vital contact with the Lord. His invigo-
rating and exhilarating presence can lift
us to the highlands of the soul, and we
can be lost in wonder, love, and praise.
His nearness fans the flame of love into a
white heat, puts spurs into the side of
zeal, and injects zestful happiness into
the whole process of living. Heartwarm-
ing communion with Him is a necessity
for spiritual growth.

Conclusion: Are you traveling the four
highways of the soul that will enable you
to be a full-orbed, well-rounded Chris-
tian? If any one of these roads are ne-
glected, something will be missing from
our spiritual pilgrimage. Go down this
checklist, and see if the Holy Spirit gives
you a clearance in each area of your life.

August, 1976

1 Cor. 15:1-10

“Keep in Memory” (15:2)

The Greek has one word katechete.
The verb katecho means “hold fast”
(NASB) or “hold firmly” (NIV). Paul
clearly asserts here that our finally being
“saved” depends on our holding firmly to
the Word of the gospel.

“Rose” or “Was Raised”? (15:4)

The former is the translation of the
King James Version, the latter that of the
New International Version and The New
American Standard Bible. What is the
difference?

The verb is egeiro. Arndt and Gingrich
say that it means “figuratively raise, help
to rise, ” as of a fallen or sick or dead per-
son, and specifically “of the raising of Je-
sus” (p. 213).

Here and in v. 12 the form is the perfect
passive, egegertai, which literally means
“has been raised” (see v. 12, NASB,
NI1V). The English Revised Version
(1881) reads “hath been raised.” Vincent
approves this and notes: “Died and was
buried are in the aorist tense. The change
to the perfect marks the abiding state
which began with the resurrection. He
hath been raised and still lives” (3:273).
The perfect tense in Greek indicates com-
pleted action and a continuing state with
primary emphasis on the latter (unlike
the English perfect).

Paul's theology stresses the fact that
God raised Christ from the dead (6:14;
15:15; 2 Cor. 4:14). That is the reason for
the translation in the NASB and NIV,
rather than “rose.”

“ Appeared” (15:5-8)
Four times in these four verses we have
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the expression “he was seen” (KJV). This
is the literal translation of ophthe (aorist
passive of horao, “see”). The aorist tense
suggests a single event in each case—the
risen Christ was seen by different ones at
different times.

This word may also be translated “ap-
peared” (NASB, NIV). And so we find in
1 Corinthians (a.d. 55) the earliest list of
the post-Resurrection appearances of Je-
sus. (The four Gospels were written
later.)

Paul begins with Christ's appearance
to Peter (v. 5), although we know from
the Gospels that He appeared first to the
women who came early on Easter Sunday
morning (John 20:11-18; Matt. 28:9). But
Peter was the first prominent leader in
the Early Church. It was he who assumed
charge of the 120 in the Upper Room
(Acts 1:15), and who delivered the great
sermon on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
2:14) that resulted in 3,000 being saved
(Acts 2:41). The Lord used him in the
healing of the cripple at the Beautiful
Gate of the Temple (Acts 3:4-7), and in
preaching the subsequent sermon (Acts
3:12-26). The same Peter who had denied
his Lord, now filled with the Holy Spirit,
stood boldly before the Sanhedrin and ac-
cused the Jewish leaders of murdering
their Messiah (Acts 4:8-12).

The last appearance was to Paul (“me
also,” v. 8). The significant thing is that
Paul uses the same verb that he used for
the previous appearances. He thereby
claims that he actually saw Jesus in visi-
ble form (probably in vision). It was no
hallucination. That is why Paul empha-
sizes the Resurrection so strongly in his
Epistles.

“ Cephas” (15:5)

This is a Greek transliteration of the
Aramaic word for “stone.” The man’s
name was Simon, but Jesus called him
Peter —petros, the Greek word for
“stone” (see John 1:42; Matt. 16:18).

*“ One Born out of Due Time” (15:8)

In the Greek this is simply the definite
article with the noun ektroma (only here
in the NT). It may be translated “one un-
timely born” (NASB) or “one abnormally
born” (N1V).

Arndt and Gingrich define ektroma as
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meaning “untimely birth, miscarriage.”
They go on to say: “So Paul calls himself,
perhaps taking up an insult (e as a term
of contempt in Tzetzes .. .) hurled at him
by his oppenents” (A Greek-English Lex-
icon of the New Testament, p. 246).
Wyclif translated the word as “a dead-
born child.” Marvin Vincent writes:
“Paul means that when Christ appeared
to him and called him, he was—as com-
pared to the disciples who had known and
followed Him from the first, and whom he
had been persecuting—no better than an
unperfected foetus among living men.
The comparison emphasizes his condi-
tion at the time of his call” (Word
Studies in the New Testament, 3:274).

“Meet” or “Fit”? (15:9)

As we have noted before, there are over
800 words in the King James Version that
have changed their meaning in the last
350 years. This isone of them. The Greek
adjective is hikanos, one of whose mean-
ings is “fit, appropriate, competent,
qualified . . . worthy” (Arndt and Ging-
rich, p. 375). The simplest translation is
“fit.” In the light of his previous persecu-
tion of “the church of God,” Paul felt
that he was not fit to be called an apostle.
However, he adds the significant asser-
tion: “But by the grace of God | am what
lam” (v. 10).

“ Laboured More Abundantly” (15:10)

This translation is accurate, but hardly
contemporary. The verb is kopiao, which
means “work hard, toil” (Arndt and
Gingrich, p. 444). “More abundantly” is
the word perissoteron, which Arndt and
Gingrich translate as “even more.” To-
day we would say, “I worked harder”
(Phillips, NI1V).

Seven Pictures of a Fool

The Bible abounds with references to
the wise man and the foolish man. Solo-
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mon gives us at least seven pictures of the
fool in the Proverbs.

1. A Fool

struction (1:7)

D espises Wisdom and In-

Il. A Fool M akes a M ock at Sin (14:9)

IIl. A Fool
(29:11)

Uttereth AIll His Mind

IV. A Fool Slandereth People (10:18)

V. A Fool Meddles in Others’ Busi-
ness (20:3)
VI. A Fool Resists Punishment for

Correction (17:10)

VII. A Fool Trusts in His Own Heart
(28:26)

M ichael Sellars

Funeral Outline

A Personal Psalm
(Psalm 23)
Note the personal pronouns he, his,

thou, I, me, my. God'’s love is a personal
love. Note also:

la). Not a Shepherd,
but my Shepherd. It makes a differ-
ence whether | say a child or my

I. Possession (v.

child.
Il. Provision. “lshall not want” — for
Rest (v. 2)

Strength (v. 2)
Leadership (v. 36)
Comfort (v. 46)
Companionship (v. 4a)
Food (v. 5a)

Home (v. 66)

Il. Protection. “Though | walk through
the valley of the shadow ... I will
fear no evil.” This would seem boast-
ing were it not for the words which
follow: “for thou art with me.” Jesus
went alone through Gethsemane,
Golgotha, the dark tomb, but He
never leaves His child to walk alone.

IV. Prospect (v. 6). Not only goodness
but also mercy, for we are so in need
of mercy and forgiveness. “All the
days of my life” and then “for ever.”
The answer to our heart’s longing for
home.

Frank A. N oel, Sr.
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Simplicity of Salvation

. . your minds should be cor-
rupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3).

Text:

Introduction: God never intended that
salvation should be anything but simple.
It was designed simply, because the mo-
tive was love. Why then does it seem so
complicated? Two reasons:

1. We have looked to methods of men.

2. We have looked to our feelings.
How simple is it?

1. As Simple as Drinking a Glass of
W ater
“1f any man thirst . . .”
“1 will pour water upon him that is

thirsty.”

Il. AS Simple as Receiving a G ift
“For God so loved . that he
GAVE.”

“The gift of God is eternal life.”

1. As Simple as Opening a Door

“Behold, | stand at the door and
knock.”
— M ichael Sellars
BULLETIN BARREL

WHAT MAKES
A CHURCH GREAT?

NOT soft seats and subdued lights, but
strong, courageous leadership.

NOT the sweet tones of the organ, but
sweet personalities that reflect
Jesus.

NOT tall towers with chimes and bells,
but lofty vision of its people.

NOT big budgets, but large hearts.

NOT the amount of finances received,
but the amount of service
rendered.

NOT the large membership, but God’s
presence and direction and power.

NOT what it has done in the past, but
what it is doing now, and planning
to do tomorrow.

—Selected
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NO TIME

| knelt to pray, but not for long;
| had too much to do—

Must hurry off and get to work,
For bills would soon be due.

And so | said a hurried prayer,
And jumped up off my knees;
My Christian duty now was done,

My soul could be at ease.
All through the day | had no time
To speak a word of cheer,
No time to witness for my Lord;
They’d laugh at me, | feared.
And when before the Lord | came,
| stood with downcast eyes.

Within His hand He held a book—
It was the book of life!

God looked into His book and said,
“Your name | cannot find;

| once was going to write it down,
But never found the time.”

—Selected

Multitudes of people want the fruits of
righteous living without cultivating the
roots.

Sometimes the best
born of desperation.

inspiration is

* * *

Common sense is more important than
education, but a combination of the two
is irresistible.

* * *

The greatest successes in life have
been made out of a sorry lot of mistakes
that were corrected.

* * *

The way we are facing has everything
to do with our destination.

and Jp

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

American Church Growth
By C. Peter Wagner. Reprints of this
article can be ordered from NAE, Box 28,
Wheaton, 111 60187. Price, including
shipping and handling: 1-11 copies, 50c
each; 12-49 copies, 45c each; 50-99 copies,
40c each; and 100 or more, 35c each.
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C. Peter Wagner is becoming an in-
creasingly important voice in the litera-
ture of church growth. This particular
article of seven pages is worthy of every
pastor’s consideration.

The article is well balanced. The
author refuses to accept any one mode for
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church growth or any one method of
evangelism. He shows how churches have
grown on different models—all arising
from a biblical base. This is important to
contemporary churches coming from dif-
fering sociological bases, sizes, economic
situations, and leadership profiles. He
shows how some churches have used the
bus while others are selling their buses—
and still growing.

Dr. Wagner distinguishes four different
types of church growth, and then dis-
cusses the common factors that seem to
be ingredient in those churches that are
growing. These include (1) the pastor, (2)
a well-mobilized laity, (3) a large enough
church, (4) a proper balance of church
functions, (5) ministry to a homogeneous
unit, (6) effective evangelistic methods,
(7) properly arranged priorities.

“The wave of interest in church growth
in America will bear dividends, and | see
more Americans coming to know Jesus
Christ personally and entering into re-
sponsible church membership than ever
before. God wants the lost in America to
be found and discipled, and He is provid-
ing the tools to do the job. Through faith-
ful and willing Christians—it will be
done!”

There is no reason why Wesleyan
churches within the structure of their
own theological foundations and ethical
commitments cannot grow. Many of
them are! Here is a strategy by which
they can.

Oscar F. Reed

The Word and the Words

By Colin Morris (Abingdon, 1975. 174
pp., paper, $3.95.)

The author, an Englishman, states:
“The average preacher, far from raising
the dead, is well content if he succeeds in
waking those who sleep.” Again, “The
preacher is the only one who addresses
man in his wholeness, the totality of his
being.” These are two of the author’s
statements which set the tone for his
book on preaching.

The author instilled into me the fact
that preachers ought to be called of God,
that their messages ought to be preached
with authority, and that there should be
a return to good biblical preaching. Is
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DON'T TRY
TO LIVE TOMORROW

Don’t try to live tomorrow
Before you live today.

To live each moment as it comes
Is far the better way.

Tomorrow you may never see,
But surely if you do

God who helped you live today
Will help tomorrow too.

this not our goal? It was refreshing to
read a book which endeavors to bring the'
focus back to biblical preaching.

P hil Riley

The True Estimate of Life

By G. Campbell Morgan (Baker Book
House, 1975. 240 pp., paper, $2.95.)

In this book, G. Campbell Morgan sets
forth the “true estimate of life,” centered
in Christ and our commitment to Him.
The book is a reprint of Morgan’s ser-
mons on this theme.

It is well written and worth the price
for every pastor. Morgan’s concept of
holiness is compatible with ours, and at
least two sermons which are included
would be worth the price. In the one,
“Health of Spirit,” the author deals with
holiness as “perfected” and “perfect.”
He states: “The difference between being
perfected and being perfect is the differ-
ence between maturity of Christian life
and holiness, the difference between the
condition that is a present possibility and
that which can never be attained until
the Lord shall come and fashion a new
body.”

P hil Riley

Resources for Renewal

By George E. Worrell (Broadman Press,
1975. 196 pp.)

This is an exciting book. The author
has compiled a series of articles on re-
newal in the Baptist church. Several
people have given their experiences of
being awakened to new life in the Spirit.
Even though the Baptist theology shows
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through in several places, we can be in-
spired and challenged by what is happen-
ing to these people.

The book has articles on renewal,
illustrations and quotes on renewal, and
testimonies of those who have been re-
newed.

P hil Riley

Preachers’ Exchange

WANTED: Francis Asbury’s Journal;
Cecil Troxel, The Man and the Work, by
Troxel and Trechsel. Paul C. Andrus,
Rte. 8, Box 261, Greenfield, Ind. 46140.

WANTED: Copy of Curtis’ Theology,
like those used at Olivet College in the

1930s. R. E. Gillette, 5810 Woodheath
Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind. 46809.

WANTED: Faith Papers, by S. A. Keen;
Our Lost Estate, by J. G. Morrison; Ves-
sel unto Honor, by Orval J. Nease; Fire
from Heaven, by Seth C. Rees. Phillip C.
Jones, 218 S. 25th Ave., Hattiesburg,
Miss. 39401.

Items for this Exchange may be either WANTED
or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi-
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be
directly with the advertiser and not with this office or
the Nazarene Publishing House. We are glad to ren-
der this free service on these terms. This service not
available to bookstores or laymen.

With everything else going up these
days, isn’'t it wonderful that the Lord
hasn’t increased tithing to 15 percent!

A fool's tongue is always long enough to
cut his throat.

* A Catechism of Cliches
Y, A tongue-in-check analysis of some of

*V %

the time-worn cliches we use and use
and use.

* Preaching Holiness
A clear concept of sin is the first re-
guirement for sound holiness preach-

ing.

* A Ministering Choir

Hpvt month

limited

annuian **tredtir e

to a performance of good

music in the service?

* The Minister as a Professional
Doing the right thing for the wrong rea-
sons can be the greatest ministerial
tragedy of our time.
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AMONG OURSELVES

Remember when the Sunday evening evangelistic service
was one of the high points in the week? Some of the best
preaching, the largest attendance, the most excitement, and
greatest results were experienced. Why should it be otherwise
today? Admittedly, there have been changes in our life-styles
during recent times. But like a breath of fresh air, news does
come of Sunday night services that are just as exciting as
ever. Brother Maner’s thoughts should encourage us (p. 6).
Perhaps most efficient use of your nearest library will pro-
duce ideas which will help us face this and other problems
(p. 8). Rick Withrow, in his penetrating style, challenges us to
make our effort an all-out campaign for the important goals,
at least (p. 18). It is no coincidence that Neil Strait offers
some ideas from A. W. Tozer, noted for his evangelistic zeal
(p.- 26). The good news is that it can be done. That is, if it is
God’s will and we are ready to cooperate with Him. And isn’t
this what it is all about?

Yours for souls,
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BEACON BIBLE
COMMENTARY

A master reference work on the
entire Bible, written by 40 recog-
nized contemporary Wesleyan-
Arminian Bible scholars.
Approximately 6,500 pages.
Individual Volumes, $7,95
10-Volume Set, $74.95

mm

CLARKE’S COMMENTARY

One-Volume Edition
Abridged by Ralph Earle

Skillfully condensed, yet maintaining the
spiritual value of this historic six-volume set.

1,356 pages. $14.95

EXPLORING THE
oLD TESTAMENT

W. T. Purkiser, Editor

An illuminating and comprehensive outline
of Old Testament history, reflecting recent
archeological findings. 472 pages. $4.95

EXPLORING THE
NEW TESTAMENT

Ralph Earle, Editor

Valuable, fingertip reference material
presenting a basic foundation of New
Testament truths. 467 pages.

$4.95
2-Volume "Exploring” Set, $8.95

BEACON BIBLE
EXPOSITIONS

12 volumes of rich devotional
thoughts and truths in the Wes-
leyan tradition on the New Tes-
tament. Includes complete King
James Text. Handy 5V« x 7Vz.

expositions

Volumes now ready...  Writer
1 Matthew W. E. McCumber
3 Luke Reuben Welch
6 Romans Wm. M. Greathouse
11 Hebrews, James
1 & 2 Peter W. T. Purkiser
Each, $4.95

SCHEDULED FOR 1976: Volumes
5 (Acts) and 7 (Corinthians)

LAST VOLUME FREE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

Order the complete set NOW. You will receive all volumes
now ready. Other volumes will be mailed and billed auto
matically as published. VOLUME 12 will be sent FREE.

Available from vour PUBLISHING HOUSE
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