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e d it o r

So m e  p a s t o r s  t a k e  t h e m  i n  s t r i d e , with never a hint of pressure. 
Some fret and chafe under them, wishing they would go away. 

Some are slaves to the custom, following it in minute detail as though 
driven by an overwhelming compulsion. Others are “ free,”  even to the 
point of ignoring them completely. We refer here to the “ special days” 
in the church year, the “ seasons”  during which the pastor is expected 
to produce a masterpiece which is directly related to the occasion.

At the top of the list is Easter, and this could include the entire 
Lenten season. Christmas stands also at the top in importance. Some 
might argue that Pentecost should head the list. Regardless of their 
order of importance, the list of special days is long. There is the New 
Year, Reformation Sunday, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Promotion 
Day, and Laymen’s Sunday, to name only a few.

The ideal is for the pastor to USE these special occasions, but not 
let them make him a slave to their demands. We offer here a few sug­
gestions and one example.

The seasonal sermon does have its advantages. It affords the 
preacher the opportunity to capture the imagination of his congregation 
at the point of their interest. It makes the message fresh and appro­
priate. It gives a congregation the feeling that the pastor is aware of 
what is happening, sensitive to needs and interests, and living life as 
his people live it.

Thanksgiving is one such season. In Canada it comes in October, 
and in the United States in November. Some other countries celebrate 
it as well. The pastor cannot afford to preach essentially the same ser­
mon every year on “ thanksgiving” ! Nor can he find enough variations to 
narrow the subject to “ The Meaning of Thanksgiving”  or similar topics.

This writer found an answer which may be the solution you have 
been seeking. It comes through letting (not forcing) the Scriptures to 
speak on these various themes. Topics suggest themselves in regular 
devotional readings of the Bible (this is very important) as contrasted

Seasonal Sermon
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with “ text-hunting”  in the Word. As a topic suggests itself to the mind 
during Scripture study, it is jotted down in a notebook used for this pur­
pose— a collection of sermon ideas for future use.

Such a topic was suggested several months ago in a study of First 
Corinthians. One of the key verses in the first chapter reads: “ I thank 
my God always in your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by 
Christ Jesus”  (v. 4). Thanksgiving! But thanksgiving with a difference, 
when you consider the occasion. This letter was addressed to the most 
problem-ridden church St. Paul ever founded. Its members lived in a 
wicked city, and this was having its effect upon their lives. They were 
divided and contentious (1:11 ff.), immature (3:2), carnal (3:3), and 
tolerant toward sexual immorality of the basest sort (5:1-2). A church 
with problems.

So one might quickly conclude, Here is a message to use during 
some future thanksgiving season: “ Thanksgiving for a Church with 
Problems.”  And indeed you may wish to use it in this way.

The application, however, is not only for a church. It is also for a 
family, a nation, or an individual. The theme may begin to emerge, 
“ Thanksgiving in Times of Crisis.”  The church at Corinth was in crisis. 
And so are we at times as churches, as nations, as families, as business 
organizations, or as individuals.

Such a sermon could be introduced with the reminder that anyone 
can be thankful when things are going well, when health is good, money 
is in the bank, and life’s problems are all solved. But it is a different 
kind of person who gives thanks to God when things are not going well. 
Perhaps health is gone, or material needs are not being met, loneliness 
has replaced companionship, and life’s problems are multiplying. Any­
one can give thanks in times of prosperity. God can help us to be thank­
ful in times of crisis.

Notice how this chapter supports this theme.
1. There is thanksgiving for the promise of God (v. 6). “ . . . even as 

the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you.”
His testimony is now confirmed. What Christ said is true, and what 

He promised is fulfilled. Like the church at Corinth, we tend to forget 
this. Let us be thankful for God’s promise, and its fulfillment.

2. There is thanksgiving for the gift of God (v. 7). “ So that ye come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Here 
the word charisma is used, and it means a gift freely given, a gift not 
deserved, a gift which cannot be earned. The gift is God’s only begotten 
Son, the price of our redemption. Salvation is God’s gift to us, and for 
that we should be thankful.

3. There is thanksgiving for the hope of God (v. 8). “ Who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  We have hope for the future. Judgment day causes 
no panic in the heart of the Christian whose hope is in Christ. Even in 
times of crisis, we can be thankful for our hope.

Here, then, is an example of a sermon idea which germinated and 
grew. You may find it helpful to “ let”  this happen to you.

It makes any sermon— and especially the seasonal sermon— more 
rewarding and less threatening.

The Preacher's Magazine



(̂ faith in
The Cycle of Financial Victory

By James S. Spruce*

W e  w e r e  u p  a g a i n s t  i t . Our church 
owed $76,000 in 10 months, 

and over the past 12 years we had 
reduced the mortgage only $25,000. 
We were raising $60,000 annu­
ally. The banker was not overly 
anxious to renew our financial rela­
tionship. The people were fearful, 
some even expressing private hopes 
to me that I not mention the “ de­
pressing debt”  too much in my 
preaching ministry.

The debt, by many standards, was 
not much at all. But over a period of 
years it had become a millstone, a 
weight around our necks that had 
strapped our people to fear and 
negative reasoning. Suddenly the 
gravity of realizing that the mortgage 
would come due during my ministry 
really hit me. And the more I studied 
the picture and preached on obedi­
ence in tithing and self-denial, the 
more concerned I became. And I saw 
that if the problem were to be solved, 
God would need to employ me as an 
agent of change. My calling to my 
church demanded that I instill suf­
ficient faith in those around me. 
And yet, if former pastors had not 
convinced the people, how could I?

Then our miracle began. It hap­
pened quietly, slowly. The Holy 
Spirit was to be the Convincer—not 
me. And when I learned that lesson, 
the pressure left me! I was responsi-

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Cham ­
paign, 111.

ble, still, for creating an atmosphere 
of genuine expectancy, but the task 
of individual conviction to the debt 
was in God’s hands. Our church 
board, first of all, experienced spiri­
tual renewal. Then the board 
pledged themselves to specific finan­
cial “ gift commitments.”  Through 
the combined faith of several key 
laymen we purposefully spread the 
interest and enthusiasm to our con­
gregation. By this time we were down 
to within six months of the due date. 
But during those closing Sundays we 
received $43,000 in cash! The bar­
rier, at least, had been broken.

Our problem was largely attitudi- 
nal. We had spun around in a “ Cycle 
of Financial Defeat”  as shown below:

Need..
/Awareness''

Frustration Doubt
t  GOAL J,

Guilt Delay

Failure*^

Every time we recognized our need 
we hit the “ doubt button,”  much 
like the conditioned reflex of Pav­
lov’s dog. Doubt produced delay, 
which bred failure. Failure led to 
guilt and frustration. By the time we 
saw our need again, we fell into 
doubt. For us this was true because 
the GOAL was central and WE were 
peripheral! The goal was simply not 
part of our cycle! We had been more
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interested in goal-meeting than in 
getting started.

I finally arrived at a time when 
my personal objective was to devise 
practical, specific ways to reduce the 
debt little by little. And we began to 
conceptualize a framework in which 
people could see their own involve­
ment in debt reduction as a necessary 
part of God’s will for financial vic­
tory.

Our barrier was psychological, not 
financial. I saw that a wholesome 
approach in my preaching toward 
accepting the debt rather than men­
tally rejecting it was needed. We 
had to break the cycle at the doubt 
level. Small faith usually led into 
other perils and continued us on our 
defeat treadmill.

So we embarked upon a “ Cycle of 
Financial Victory”  which made goal- 
attainment a part of the natural 
course of events. We established, 
first in the board, the policy of an­
nouncing amounts pledged without 
revealing the giver’s name. This of 
course, inspired the congregation. 
Actually, more than $60,000 was 
pledged. It is just a matter of time 
now before all the money comes in. 
You can see from the new cycle that 
we took our GOAL off its high and 
mighty pedestal and made it a part 
of our workable, reachable structure.

Need,
/areness^

Faith

Gocil
Setting

io

Goal 
Attainment

E v . i  ationV ,Actio

In this new relationship to our goal 
of debt reduction, we are able to be 
constantly “ need-sensitive”  whether 
or not a goal is reached. Since faith 
builds the foundation  for goal- 
setting, our purpose was dramatically 
altered. Our goal became not the

total reduction of our debt, but the 
desire to be sensitive to our need. 
Along the way, of course, we are find­
ing that indeed financial goals are 
being met. And, interestingly, we 
have found that individuals have 
gained satisfaction in personal goal 
attainment even though the col­
lective job of total debt reduction is 
not finished.

When I unfolded what happened to 
our bank president, he just shook his 
head. (I’m glad it was in the right 
direction!) I was able to relate to 
him that much of our problem did 
center around the attitudes we had 
toward our own money. He under­
stood that. But I was also able to tell 
him that God came to our church. 
That we found a few new tithers. 
That we found a few who began prac­
ticing self-denial. That some people 
borrowed large sums of money in 
their own names from their own 
banks. That others sold personal 
property, or dipped into precious life­
time savings funds. He seemed to 
understand that too.

Needless to mention, but worthy 
of your attention, a revival spirit 
broke upon our fellowship. Prayer, 
not money, became our primary con­
cern. When our regularly scheduled 
revival arrived, one young man set­
tled his call to preach and left a 
promising managerial career to at­
tend our seminary. A man with a 
broken fellowship with God found 
complete spiritual transformation. 
And many other people found that 
their needs were rooted in a kind of 
spiritual depression as well as in their 
attitude toward the church debt.

I cannot call this a “ success story” 
because we simply did not meet our 
goal on time. But I can tell you that 
when people become involved in any 
type of faith enterprise, an explosion 
is bound to come.

And the fall-out is simply wonder­
ful!
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Pastor, May I Play a Tuba Solo 
This Sunday Morning?

By Ray Welch*

Of  c o u r s e  n o t ,  P e t e r .  The Sun­
day morning service is a wor­

ship service, and it is necessary for 
us to establish a mood of reverence 
with the music. I cannot see how a 
tuba solo can contribute to an atmos­
phere of worship or praise. And be­
sides, the congregation will not be 
able to identify with the music un­
less you are planning to play a hymn 
or a gospel song that they know.

These arguments do sound valid, 
don’t they? Music is very important 
to the corporate worship. The out­
standing churches of our day have 
outstanding music programs. The 
nature of the music that precedes the 
message can often determine the de­
gree of reception of the message. If 
the congregation receives the music, 
it is apt to receive the message as 
well. No pastor can afford to neglect 
what is happening musically in his 
church and focus on his preaching 
ministry only.

Where does music by instruments 
belong in this ministry? An under­
standing of corporate worship may 
help. Unlike many other group 
gatherings, corporate worship is a 
community experience. The person 
in the pew is participating in the

•Director of the Division of Fine Arts, Marion Col­
lege, Marion, Ind.

activities in some manner, although 
the participation may be in some 
subliminal level. The only evidence 
of this participation may be his rapt 
attention, an occasional nod of ap­
proval, or perhaps the presence of a 
tear. Nevertheless, the worshiper has 
really come to church expecting this 
participation.

The musician can sometimes for­
get this fact and assume that he him­
self is all that he needs to be con­
cerned with, since he is the obvious 
leader of worship at the moment. 
Thus he sometimes says, “ If I can 
worship with this piece of music, 
that is all that matters.”  What a 
tragic mistake he is making. As a 
result, the worshiper often leaves the 
service saying, “ My, that was dead.”  
It is because he hasn’t participated.

What about instruments then?
Since participation is important 

to the worshiper, how can this be 
achieved? With choral music, the 
problem is less serious. Choral music 
has a text that may provide a point 
of common reference. Also, since the 
church has a long history of including 
choral music in its worship, familiar­
ity may provide the link. But music 
written for an instrument may not 
have either of these links.

All is not lost, however. All instru­
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mental music generally represents 
some overriding mood. It may be 
light and fast moving. It may be 
ponderous. It may be lyrical and awe­
inspiring. It may be a shout. These 
different moods can be very con­
ducive to worship. All we have to do 
is to identify and label the mood and 
tie it into our worship. You, as the 
pastor or musician, may not associ­
ate the same mood to the same piece 
o f music, but that doesn’t matter. 
An acceptable mood can be named; 
therefore, name it and use it for wor­
ship.

For instance, being a French horn 
player, I was recently asked to play 
my horn for a city-wide Good Friday 
service. Knowing that the mood of 
the service would be one of quiet 
meditation and challenge concern­
ing the seven sayings of the Cross, I 
chose to play an excerpt from Men­
delsohn’s Fifth Symphony that I 
felt was in the same established 
mood. I didn’t feel that in this case it 
was necessary to explain a thing to 
the congregation. I didn’t feel that I 
was there to educate them on the 
lofty ideals of serious music for wor­
ship. I would not have felt that I was 
condescending to any lower level of 
musical standards had I played “ The 
Old Rugged Cross,”  but for this par­
ticular occasion I felt that the moods 
of the service and my solo were 
matched, and so I simply played the 
solo. As a result, I felt I had given 
my best, and according to the re­
sponse I received from those in the 
congregation, the music was received 
and so we worshiped.

On another occasion I may read a 
portion of scripture that identifies

the mood I feel the music represents 
and provide the link that way. Other 
times a familiar gospel song provides 
the needed link. Again, a verbal testi­
mony describing the joy I see in the 
music, or the pathos I see in it pro­
vides the basis for worship. Simple, 
isn’t it?

Certainly with the amount of in­
strumental music activity all around 
us, and with the emphasis of many 
public schools on instrum ental 
music, we as church musicians and 
clergymen should give this medium 
of worship its due consideration.

Instrumental music does not need 
to be limited to a familiar gospel song 
or hymn before it is appropriate for 
worship. Neither does it need to be 
limited to something slow and pon­
derous. The Bible is full of moods— 
joy, sadness, rejection, reproof, quiet­
ness, peace, boldness, challenge, 
awesomeness, and on and on. Instru­
mental music can represent any of 
these moods. Let’s tap all of oui 
resources for corporate worship. In 
the case of instrumental music, 
simply identify the mood, support 
the mood with scripture, or explain 
it if necessary.

Yes, Peter, since your solo strongly 
supports the spirit of awesomeness 
and somberness that we hope to 
establish this Sunday, your sustained 
Bach chorale would be very appro­
priate this Sunday morning. Let’s 
see, we’ ll place it right after the 
scripture where the pastor reads the 
portion about, “ Holy is the name of 
the Lord.”  That lyrical tuba sound 
you have will sound great in the re­
verberant, high-ceilinged sanctuary 
at our church. God bless you.

Christ will be Lord of ALL your life— however much or lit­
tle that may be, depending upon your degree of light— or He 
will not be Lord of A N Y of your life.

—John A. Knight

6 The Preacher’s Magazine



The “ preliminaries,” the prayer, the 
worship, the sermon—all are necessary 
parts of the complete pastoral function

The Priestly Pastor

IT  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  privilege of 
the prophet to interpret God to 

man, and the privileged responsibil­
ity o f the priest to interpret man to 
God. In Christian ministry they are 
complementary aspects of the one 
pastoral calling: they belong as faith 
and works.

Catholicism tends to exalt the 
priest and assign preaching to a 
secondary place, while Protestantism 
in the main reverses the process. 
Psychological and secular pressures 
have alerted both to the importance 
of the dual role in ministry. Preach­
ing is accentuated in the modern 
Catholic priesthood. Group counsel­
ing and individual interviews involv­
ing “ confession”  and soul-therapy 
increase in the Protestant pastor’s 
schedule and office.

Invariably, when any aspect of 
ministry is reemphasized, specializa­
tion and specialists appear in that 
area. The majority of pastors, in les­
ser or greater degree—by virtue of 
their love for God and people, the 
sensitive intuition of sanctified com-

by
Albert J. Lown
Nazarene evangelist 
London, England

mon sense, and a psychological il­
lumination gained in the school of 
life and experience—combine the 
roles of prophet and priest, training 
apart. Untrained by the standards 
of earthly schools, “ Jesus knew what 
was in men,”  their hidden depths, 
questions, and possibilities, as He 
knew the hunger and reservation of 
Nicodemus—John’s proof-example 
of a divine, supreme psychologist.

There are pastors who excel in 
preaching and counseling, Pulpit 
ministry gives people confidence to 
approach and unburden in pastoral 
calling or requested conference. This 
in turn quickens congregational at­
tendance and receptivity to the 
preached Word. Some ministers have 
felt impelled to major upon counsel­
ing, relinquishing the full-time pas­
torate to do this. A minority of 
churches with scope and resources 
are appointing an associate pastor 
or family counsellor to assist in or 
enlarge this aspect of ministry. Pas­
toral book shelves, the space of 
paperback “ problem-solvers”  and 
“ experiential-formulas”  for success, 
and the number of training courses 
and sessions available indicate this 
rethinking and re-slanting of minis­
try.

Valuable as specialization  and 
case-training are, there is a time 
and place a true pastor is inherently 
and intuitively a priest in calling and 
privilege—in the Sunday morning 
service particularly.

The preliminaries is the usual
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term for singing, praying, scripture 
reading, voluntaries, special items, 
and offering that precede the ser­
mon. This is an unacceptable term if 
it implies, as it could sometimes 
seem, “ unessentials”  to be shortened 
or omitted as if in comparison with 
preaching they count but little.

It is here, if anywhere, the pastor 
is priest, exemplifying and inspiring 
the worship of his people, and pre­
senting their hearts and lives before 
God in the fresh focus of the pas­
toral-family prayer. Well-chosen 
hymns of adoration, confidence, fel­
lowship, supplication, theology, and 
testimony combining in poetry and 
praise will give release and atmo­
sphere for the opening invocation, 
special music, and clear, impressive 
reading of God’s Word. A people who 
have expressed themselves worthily, 
thoughtfully, and emotionally in re­
newing worship are most open to be 
impressed by the sermon-message.

It is a slight against God and man 
for the “ preliminaries”  to be insipid 
or impoverished. They are of right 
and necessity worship indeed—so 
much so that the term is etymol- 
ogically correct in usage, but almost 
a misnomer in parlance and practice. 
They are not grace before meat; a 
courtesy before a prepared meal; a 
calling card laid aside upon the ar­
rival of an important personage; a 
short drive to a large house or a long 
address. They are a major part of the 
spiritual menu and meal; the warmth 
and welcome of a Presence in prepa­
ration for a message; the vestibule 
and tour of a beautiful mansion be­
fore the privilege of a heart-to-heart 
talk with the Owner.

Only in order of service are pre­
liminaries preliminaries. The pastor- 
priest has neither part nor place in 
bygone or unchristian systems of 
sacrifice: selection of substitutionary 
victims, bloodshedding, atoning 
penances, indulgences, or formal

absolutions. He does not convey 
magical merit or inspire mindless 
chants of Baal or Krishna. Christ has 
died once for all. He is the risen Lord 
reigning in the midst of an eternal 
throne and resident in His Church 
through the Holy Spirit. He alone is 
to be loved, honored, and adored in 
the church; the one Mediator be­
tween God and man, as faith is the 
one medium by which salvation and 
sacramental grace are appropriated.

As prophet, the pastor declares this 
saving word of full salvation to men. 
As priest he gathers the needs of his 
people to and upon his heart, and 
bears them— and bares them—be­
fore the throne of grace as Aaron car­
ried the names of Israel’s tribes upon 
his breastplate. Never more so than 
in a pastoral-family prayer that is the 
unifying and unburdening of a con­
gregation’s soul in the Father’s house 
on their Lord’s day. He, Jesus, is in 
the midst of the Church and in every 
phase of its corporate, common life. 
Through Him the Christian’s sac­
rifice, altar, and priest, the pastor 
leads his people into the holy of holies 
of communion, confession, and 
cleansing.

His prayer, preferably extempore, 
is the language of love’s involvement 
and intercession: joy, sympathy, 
sorrow, penitence, confidence, grati­
tude, hope, mystery, agony, and faith 
are blended. His faith and concern 
touch all ages and every area of life.

Children, teens, singles, and mar­
ried young adults; parents, grand­
parents, all ages and stages of life 
assemble in his petitioning. Hearts, 
homes, families, friendships, re­
sponsibilities, privileges, memories, 
and hopes touch him deeply. The 
world of denial and handicap is his: 
loneliness in all its forms; bereave­
ment; affliction of body, mind, and 
spirit; limitation of sight, hearing, 
speech, or movement. The glad and 
beautiful things of life find happy
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expression too: educational achieve­
ment, safe travel, legitimate pride in 
the success of loved ones, invested 
unselfish talent, good books with 
humor, wise stewardship, and warm 
hospitality. The world of nature is 
not neglected in the shepherd soul’s 
outpouring: its laws; rhythm of birth, 
life, and death; myriad forms of life;

marvels of design and color; mys­
teries of bounty and barrenness in­
spire awe and wonder.

“ Thank you for your message, Pas­
tor,”  is a heartening tribute as ser­
vices close. “ If I did not come to hear 
you preach, I would come to hear you 
pray,”  is the greatest tribute a pas­
toral heart could covet.

IDesleuana
Methodist Class Meetings: 

The Genius of Christian Intimacy
By Larry Shelton*

Mu c h  a t t e n t i o n  has been given to 
John Wesley’s ecclesiastical 

organization. His purpose was not to 
found a new structure for schisma­
tics, but to care for souls. He was 
task-oriented, not program-oriented. 
His organization was always for the 
pastoral purpose of nurturing the 
converts who had come to Christ 
through his preaching. In establish­
ing the Methodist societies, he faced 
the criticism that he was causing a 
schism in the church and destroying 
existing fellowship (A. S. Wood, 
John Wesley: The Burning Heart,

•Assistant pastor, First Wesleyan Church, High 
Point, N .C .

p. 189). Wesley’s answer is classic: 
I answer, That which never existed, 

cannot be destroyed . . . Who watched 
over them [converts] in love? Who 
marked their growth in grace? Who ad­
vised and exhorted them from time to 
time? Who prayed with them and for 
them, as they had need? This, and this 
alone, is Christian fellowship. But, alas! 
Where is it to be found? Look east or 
west, north or south; name what parish 
you please: is this Christian fellowship 
there? Rather, are not the bulk o f the 
parishioners a mere rope of sand? What 
Christian connection is there between 
them? What intercourse in spiritual 
things? What watching over each other’s 
souls? What bearing of one another’s 
burdens? . . . We introduce Christian fel­
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lowship where it was utterly destroyed. 
And the fruits o f it have been peace, joy, 
love, and zeal for every good word and 
work”  (Works, Vol. VIII, p. 251 f.; brack­
ets mine).

The key to the effectiveness of his 
societies was the class meeting. Or­
ganized under a system of under­
shepherds, the class was the disci­
plinary and pastoral unit of the 
society. Each under-shepherd visited 
each member of his flock once each 
week to inquire of his spiritual condi­
tion and to give comfort or reproof, as 
the occasion required (Works, Ibid, 
p. 253). In the class the new convert 
found the kind of disciplined fellow­
ship he needed, and the mortality 
rate of babes in Christ was greatly 
reduced. It was an ideal system of 
pastoral care, especially for the 
newly-converted.

The value of the class meeting for 
the Wesleyan Revival is incalculable. 
They gave coherence to the results of 
the revival and continued its vitality. 
The new convert found himself in 
fellowship with others who shared 
common emotions—the joy of sins 
forgiven, a passion for the salvation 
of others, and a desire for growth in 
Christian experience. He was shel­
tered from his former vices and edi­
fied and disciplined in the faith. Be­
lievers learned to bear one another’s 
burdens and care for one another in 
practical, as well as spiritual ways. 
They learned to overcome shyness in 
spiritual things. In short, “ Wesley 
erected fellowship into a permanent 
feature of church life,”  which closely 
resembled the Unitas Fratrum of the 
apostolic church (W. A. Fitchett, 
Wesley and His Century, p. 221; cf. 
222 ff.).

It seems that Wesley realized the 
importance of spiritual fellowship 
from his earliest years. Susanna’s 
weekly kitchen meetings convinced 
him that fellowship was essential to 
the Christian, and this may have led,

at least indirectly, to the formation 
of the Holy Club, and later to the 
class meetings (Wood, Burning 
Heart, p. 31).

Although we in the Wesleyan tra­
dition should realize that there can 
be no such thing as a solitary religion, 
we often allow just this in our 
churches, at least in practice. 
Whereas the class meetings were 
laboratories for learning to live out 
the gospel, we substitute a mass pro­
duction machine which allows little 
or no Christian intimacy. How can 
we expect deep personal sharing 
when our people see each other once 
or twice a week, and then for only a 
few minutes with  ̂no real personal 
interaction? People can sit in adja­
cent pews for years without ever 
shedding a “ sympathizing tear” 
(Charles W. Keysor, Our Methodist 
Heritage, p. 105 f.).

Rather than encouraging the 
growth of “ sharing groups,”  or other 
forms of growth which involve inti­
macy within groups, we hold such 
groups under suspicion. They can so 
easily develop into “ cliques,”  can 
they not? We follow a utilitarian pol­
icy of focusing our attention on ac­
complishing our program objectives, 
when we need to realize that when 
the Church tarries until it is filled 
with the dynamic of the Holy Spirit, 
it will naturally fulfill the ministry 
God has given it.

We are sometimes so concerned 
with getting our people to “ fit in”  or 
“ carry the load”  of our prefabricated 
institutional programs that we over­
look the need for the nurturing close­
ness which Wesley saw to be so es­
sential for spiritual vitality. As 
pastors, therefore, we are not entirely 
inculpable if our parishioners become 
“ mere ropes of sand.”  Let us note 
with Wesley that the fruit of the 
Spirit and “ every good word and 
work”  follow from the New Testa­
ment form of fellowship.
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Cry of 
the Forgotten

By Clayton P. Wilson*

Re c e n t l y  my 85-year-old mother 
was visiting me. This is always 

an enjoyable time because she is so 
alive. Her spirit and attitude are an 
encouragement to everyone around 
her. But on this particular day she 
was very quiet. Then as I looked at 
her, I noticed that tears were rolling 
down her cheeks and her chin was 
quivering. I asked her if something 
was bothering her, and this was her 
reply.

“ I guess I’m not much good any­
more. I can’t do much in the church 
like I used to [she taught a Sunday 
school class for years]. Now I’m just 
a part of the forgotten group. I can’t 
give like I used to [she’s on Social 
Security], but I am faithful in paying 
my tithe and I give over and above to 
Faith Promise giving in our church. 
I was never one who demanded much 
of the pastor’s time because I knew 
he was a busy man. To lighten his 
load, we used to keep the evangelist 
during revival time. That was back 
when revival meetings went for two 
or three weeks. But now I’m older 
and can’t do those things. It has been 
three years or better since a pastor 
has called on me. [For one of her 
friends it has been five years.] I get 
out to church as often as I can find a 
way, but I can’t get out as much as I

* Pastor, East Liberty Church of the Nazarene, Ak­
ron, Ohio

used to. In the church calling pro­
gram, not even the younger laymen 
remember those who are past the age 
of usefulness. [Mom still carries a 
tremendous burden for her church 
and the lost, and prays many hours a 
day for them.]

“ I have an unsaved daughter and 
son-in-law that I wish someone would 
take an interest in. One time when I 
was going to be away, I called my 
pastor and told him my tithe was at 
my daughter’s and he could pick it 
up there. I did this on purpose to give 
the pastor an excuse for coming to 
their home. But when I returned 
three weeks later, the tithe had never 
been picked up. Several other times 
I’ve made ways for someone to call 
on them, but so far no one has.”

She said more to me that day, but 
it was along the same line. Then she 
grew quiet and picked up her favorite 
book— the Bible— and a calmness 
came over her as she read.

I sat there and never said a word. 
But I was doing a lot of thinking. I 
was, and still am, asking myself if I 
have been guilty of neglecting and 
forgetting the older people in my 
church. And, in all honesty, I have 
to say that I haven’t remembered 
them as often as I should. But thanks 
to a mother who has opened my eyes 
to a great need in our church— 
remembering the forgotten.
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Some Christians are not yet married, some will 
never marry. There is a need for a caring 
community of believers who accept them and 
will involve them in the life of the church

From Survival to Belonging

I s a t  a t  l u n c h  with two dozen 
young adults. They were planning 

a “ singles”  retreat for their district. 
I had been invited to be their 
speaker, and since I just happened 
to be in the area at the right time, 
they included me in the planning 
session.

The first topic for discussion was 
to adopt a theme for the retreat. 
From somewhere down at the other 
end of the table, a young lady said, 
“ Let’s call it something but a ‘Sin­
gles’s Retreat.’ ”

“ Yeah!”  everybody agreed.
The first speaker continued, “ Let’s 

give it a name that tells where we are, 
and what we want to get from the re­
treat. We ought to call it, ‘From Sur­
vival to Belonging.’ ”

“ Yeah!”  they gave unanimous ap­
proval.

The discussion continued as we 
destroyed that mound of Chinese

by
Gene Van Note
Director of 

Young Adult Ministries 
Church of the Nazarene

food. Somewhere along the line a 
committee was appointed to make a 
final decision about theme and pro­
gram, with instructions to keep in 
mind the suggestion, “ From Survival 
to Belonging.”

By that time I had made a number 
of new friends, especially the young 
lady with whom I was sharing a plate 
of sweet-and-sour ribs. So I asked 
her, “ Why did the group react so 
positively when the suggestion was 
made that the theme be ‘From Sur­
vival to Belonging’? ”

“ Because,”  she said quietly and 
without bitterness, “ most of us sin­
gles are just barely surviving in the 
church.”

I sat there stunned. I was totally 
unprepared for her honest reply. Here 
were two dozen of the most involved 
s in g le  y ou n g  a d u lts  from  the 
churches of that area saying, “ We 
don’t feel like we belong!”  My 23 
years in the pastorate had not been 
conspicuous for a major ministry to 
single young adults, but I had not ig­
nored them, and thought I under­
stood them pretty well. But I was 
unprepared for this.

For several months now, I have 
been listening to single young adults. 
Just listening—just trying to hear 
what they are saying—trying to feel 
what they are feeling—to learn where
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they hurt and what makes them 
laugh.

They have talked with me like I 
had never heard single young adults 
talk before. Perhaps it was because I 
was no longer a pastor. More likely, 
it was the first time I had stopped 
long enough to listen to what they 
had to say. I found them open, elo­
quent, and forthright in what they 
thought about the church.

I asked one young lady who is 
completely committed to follow Je­
sus Christ and deeply involved in the 
life of the church, “ Is it easier to be a 
single inside or outside the church?”

“ It is easier to be a single outside 
the church,”  she replied, “ because 
outside the church no one questions 
the validity of my singleness.”

There exists no Christian impera­
tive to get married. Every pastor has 
spent many weary hours counseling 
with those who should have tem­
porarily or permanently postponed 
marriage. Obviously, marriage is 
not the answer to the problems of the 
world. One newly-married, former 
“ career” single put it this way, “ I’m 
happily married, and I’m happy mar­
ried, but it wasn’t marriage that 
made me happy.”

But the fact of “ singleness”  has 
made many young people very un­
happy. In this country people walk in 
pairs. Our culture strongly encour­
ages a woman to find her identity in 
relation to a man, and questions the 
sexual orientation of a man who

chooses not to marry. The church 
adds its voice to this common idea by 
affirming that marriage is the noblest 
way to personal fulfillment.

But some are not yet married, 
some will never marry, and some 
will not marry again. For these, there 
is a need for a caring community of 
believers who will accept “ single­
ness”  as an acceptable life-style; who 
will attempt to minister to their 
needs; who will involve them com ­
pletely in the life of the church.

Our family orientation in the 
church makes us uncomfortable with 
the trends in our society toward sin­
gleness. Our traditions make it easier 
for us to minister to two-parent fam­
ilies than to single young adults and 
to one-parent families.

However, the church that will ac­
cept “ singleness” as a valid option for 
adults will find an exciting new field 
for evangelism and ministry. To do 
that we will have to accept these 
people as “ whole” people, not one 
half looking for the other half. We 
will have to change our thinking to 
include them in the fabric of the 
church—right now, just as they are, 
not at some future date when they 
are a part of a couple which fits more 
neatly into our cultural framework. 
But, most of all, each of us must 
involve ourselves in a loving way with 
these young people—this great army 
that is marching to a different beat, 
and most of them marching outside 
the influence of the church.

A SANCTIFIED SPIRIT
A sanctified spirit is a pure, tender, Christlike spirit, one that is free 

from  anger, m alice, flattery, self-praise, self-seeking, and pride in every 
form . Sin not only corrupts the soul, but it also hardens and encrusts the 
affections with an icy coldness, puts a stiffness into the voice and 
manners, and dries up the fountain o f  tenderness . . . which is the very 
heart o f  Jesus.

—J. M. Hames
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Perfect! Not in talents or thought 
patterns, but in love and loyalty to 
Christ. This is His will for us.

Christian Perfection— 
What Is Meant by It?

By J. Grant Swank, Jr.*

Th e  B i b l e  s t a t e s  c l e a r l y  that the 
people of God are to be perfect. 

This is mentioned in both the Old 
and New Testaments.

In Gen. 6:9 there are these compli­
mentary words about Noah: “ Noah 
was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with 
God.”

In Gen. 17:1, we read concerning 
Abram: “ And when Abram was 
ninety years old and nine, the Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said unto 
him, I am the Almighty God; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect.”

The familiar passages concerning 
Job read: “ There was a man in the 
land of Uz, whose name was Job; and 
that man was perfect and upright, 
and one that feared God, and 
eschewed evil . . . And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Hast Thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and 
an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth evil? and still 
he holdeth fast his integrity, although 
thou movedst me against him, to 
destroy him without cause”  (Job 1:1, 
8; 2:3).

In Ps. 37:37, there is the reward of 
the perfect man: “ Mark the perfect

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Fishkill, N .Y .

man, and behold the upright: for the 
end of that man is peace.”

Studying these verses alone we can 
conclude that the biblical definition 
of “ perfection”  has to do with being 
just and upright, hating evil, and 
walking with God, all of which reaps 
God’s peace. Consequently, God’s 
call to perfection is not a physical 
perfection. It is not even an emo­
tional or mental perfection. Nor is 
it a perfection of abilities and talents. 
Instead, it is a perfection of the soul 
—a perfect walk!

That perfect walk stays in step 
with God. It does not run ahead im­
pulsively, nor does it lag behind in 
spiritual sloppiness. That walk keeps 
pace with the Almighty in total com­
mitment. A step-by-step consecra­
tion with the Lord yields its own up­
right life which hates that which is 
evil, and this in itself brings the soul 
peace of Ps. 37:37.

Continuing into the New Testa­
ment, 1 Cor. 2:6 gives the words of 
Paul: “ Howbeit we speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect: yet not 
the wisdom of this world, nor of the 
princes of this world, that come to 
nought.”  “ Them that are perfect” 
are those who are in perfect step 
with God—a total commitment to 
His will.
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2 Cor. 13:11 reads: “ Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.”  Again, the chal­
lenge of Paul is for the Christians to 
have a total commitment to God 
which yields a unity in peace 
throughout the congregation, thus 
bringing the love of God in power in 
their midst.

We find in Eph. 4:11-13, “ And he 
gave some apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; For 
the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry; for the edifying 
of the body of Christ: Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.”

Col. 1:28 states: “ Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man per­
fect in Christ Jesus.”  Paul yearns 
that his ministry will yield people 
who are completely consecrated to 
God— perfect in their commitment.

In 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Paul talks to his 
preacher-friend: “ All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.”  The Bible is to 
form the perfect man, that one who 
is spiritually perfect in knowing that 
he has done all he can do. He has 
given his all upon the altar of God 
for His blessing (Rom. 12:1-2). He 
has measured up to the divine chal­
lenge of the Scriptures and therefore 
has found the sanctifying presence 
of the Lord.

Heb. 6:1-2 states: “ Therefore leav­
ing the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; 
not laying again the foundation of

repentance from dead works, and 
of faith toward God, of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 
and of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment.”

Heb. 12:23 reads: “ To the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, to the spirits of 
just men made perfect.”

And Heb. 13:20-21 concludes the 
epistle with: “ Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is 
wellpleasing in his sight, through Je­
sus Christ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.”

James 1:4 states: “ But let patience 
have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 

1 Pet. 5:10 reads: “ But the God of 
all grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a 
while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.”

The words of Jesus in Matt. 5:48 
are: “ Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.”  Certainly one of the main 
thrusts of these words in the Sermon 
on the Mount is the thought that just 
as the Father has given His all, we 
who are disciples are to give our all 
back to Him. He has given His per­
fect plan to us, if we will it. Therefore 
we respond with giving our perfect 
commitment to Him. In this way, 
perfection (divine) meets perfection 
(human) in peace and love.

In Matt. 19:21, we read of Jesus 
once again referring to “ perfect.” He 
is confronting the rich, young ruler. 
Jesus asks of him his all: “ If thou wilt 
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come
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and follow me.”  The man was called 
to give his all, to make that complete 
consecration, that total commitment. 
If he would do this, Jesus could call 
him “ perfect,” for his allegiance 
would be just that— perfect.

Jesus asks that of every disciple. 
He does not ask for physical perfec­
tion in flesh and bones. He does not 
ask for perfection in thought patterns 
and emotional structure. He does not 
ask for perfection in talents or capa­
bilities. But He does ask for perfec­
tion in loyalty, in the disciple climb­
ing up onto the altar o f God to 
present his very self as a living sac­

rifice, holy, ready for the Lord’s use.
Perfection in the Bible points to a 

perfect “ all-ness.”  When the disciple 
has given his all— moment by mo­
ment—then God can ask for no more. 
“ All”  is all. When the disciple has 
presented everything, there is no­
thing more to present, except the 
everything of the next moment, and 
the next moment, and the next mo­
ment—that perfect walk that Noah, 
Abram, and Job experienced. When 
the all is given—the everything— 
then God can look upon His disciple 
and call him “ perfect.”  The commit­
ment is perfect— 100 percent.

Practical
Points

| that make 
a difference

Ten Thousand Churches 
Make a Difference

D ear Son:
Our pastor made the tactical mistake 

last week o f dispensing funds without 
board action. The board was kind and 
confirm ed his action after the fact, but 
I expect that it taught him a lesson he 
needed to learn. The discipline is very 
explicit at this point. No pastor or 
treasurer has the legitim ate right to 
dispense funds apart from  the direction 
o f the church board. The pastor was 
chagrined, the board amused—but I 
“ hurt”  for my leader. Evidently he was 
impetuous or had just not read his 
discipline as seriously as he should 
have read it.

And then I began to think o f your 
career and how important it is that

since you have taken “ orders”  in the 
church you must w ork within its 
fram ework. There is a crisis o f author­
ity in the w orld, and the church has 
not escaped. When you stood before 
your leaders and accepted “ elder’ s 
orders,”  you also accepted the re­
sponsibility o f  w orking within the 
fram ework o f the organized church. It 
may “ ga ll”  you sometimes, but it is 
the only way that a church can fulfill 
its purpose. There w ill be a day when 
you w ill be glad for the counsel.

D istrict assembly is next week, and 
you w ill stand before the leaders and 
make an accounting for your year’ s 
work. You have nothing to be ashamed 
of. It has been a better year than last. 
The week w ill take your time, over­
whelm you with program , and probably 
result in raising all your local appor­
tionments. But that is all right too! 
The church in the w orld needs your 
help where you are. And 10,000 
churches w orking together make a 
tremendous difference!
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Church Growth— 
The Good Achievement

& HE BIBLE tells us that “the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.” This is essentially the requirement we 
have in our Manual on page 58. We break into the full member­
ship statement by quoting in part, “after having declared their 
experience of salvation, and their belief in the doctrines of the 
Church of the Nazarene, and their willingness to submit to its 
government. . . ”

It is our belief that the doctrines are scriptural and helpful for 
the faith of the Christian. We believe that the government of the 
church is good for the corporate witness of Christianity and for 
the pursuit of the Christian in living for Christ. These are basic 
truths and practices we must not forget.

There is a lot of emphasis on promotion and growth today. 
Both are good and helpful to the building of the kingdom of 
God. The lack of growth is abnormal and results in deformity. 
Growth, however, is more than getting larger. It must proceed as a 
result of health and activity.

A church is a spiritual organism. As such, a spiritual dimension 
must be paramount in the organization. When a pastor lays plans 
for outreach and church growth, he must give attention to the 
basic doctrinal, biblical preaching that must accompany the 
growth pattern. Plans for significant growth in members then must 
include extensive preaching of the redemptive doctrines of the 
Bible.

Looking back at the above quote from the Manual, we also 
must emphasize the distinctive beliefs of our church and its



government. This is good and profitable to the new Christian, 
for it gives him a “set” of beliefs that he can substantiate in his 
Bible reading. It enables him to bring his life to a Christian 
standard and causes him to feel a sense of belonging to his new 
church environment.

Also, since he needs to take his place as a part of the con­
tinuing growth, he must be a constructive part of the govern­
ment of the church. The new people must join the church. The 
church must not “join” them.

Numerical growth can be abnormal. When this is so, while 
seeming to be right, it is in reality the beginning of death. I know 
of a church that has nearly 4,000 members and has a weekly 
attendance between 7 and 40 at its services. How dead, in reality, 
a church can be when it no longer has spiritual vitality. That 
church has four pastors. They keep birth records and death 
statistics. How tragic: how useless—members on a roll; no life.



EVANGELISM

. . . it takes more 
than 

wishful thinking.

Come and Learn Ways to Reach the Lost 
Mid-Quadrennial Conference on Evangelism 

“By All Means” Seminars
Evangelizing by TV and Radio 

Grow with Groups 
Children Can Be Reached 
Music That Sings to Hearts 

Make Disciples—Jesus Said It 
Nazarenes in Action—Personal Evangelism 

Winning Youth—Campus Ministry 
Building Bridges to Others 

Evangelism Across Cultures 
Abundant Living—Presenting Entire Sanctification 

Prayer Cells—Foundation for Evangelism 
Others

MYRIAD CONVENTION CENTER
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 

January 10-12,1978
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HOME MISSIONS

Pray ye 
the Lord of 
the harvest, 
that he will 
send to 
labourers i 
his harvest.

WORLDWI 
THANKSGIVING OFF

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Home
Mission

1977

“Home and 
World Missions. . .
Partners under Christ 
in the Seedtime and 
the Harvest”
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YOUTH

From the

Youth
Reading
Packet

By
Bobb Biehl 

and 
James W. 

Hagelganz

A personal guide 
to a better prayer life

62 pages 
8V2X 11" format 

$2.50

)ther books in the NEW packe t..
HE IS LORD
C o m p ile d  b y  L a n e  Z a ch a ry . S ixty-p lus s in g -a - lo n g  
tu n e s  fo r  m a n y  d if fe re n t o c cas ions .
M B -352 $ 1 .5 0
HERE'S H O W  TO  LIVE THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE
By Lyle K. Potter. A  p r a c t ic a l g u id e  fo r m a in ta in in g  a  
h e a lth y , s p ir itu a l life. 40  p a g e s . P aper. $1 .00
10-4 , G O O D  BUDDY
By L y m a n  C o le m a n . S ixteen g ro w th  e x p e rie n c e s  fo r 
y o u th  o n  b u ild in g  re la tionsh ips . 50 p a g e s . Paper.

$1 .25
LORD, MAKE M Y LIFE CO UN T
By R a y m o n d  C. O rtlu n d . Shares th e  e x c ite m e n t o f 
C h ris tia n  liv in g  th ro u g h  c o m m itm e n t to  Christ. 144 
p a g e s . P aper. $1 .50

U-13 7 7  P ac k e t of a b o v e  5 titles
. . .a  $7.75 v a lu e  fo r ONLY $6.75

Every Church Will Want a Set
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE • Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

16E



PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

ANNUAL 
LOVE OFFERING

for ministers and widows

Ministry is a task for all Chris­
tians. Yet there is within the 
church a need for full-time Chris­
tian servants. Those who re­
spond to this call of G od fulfill 
a ministry of love. Their needs 
are often great, because these 
men and women are not con­
cerned with financial gain or 
social prominence.

The AN NUAL LOVE OFFER­
ING will help to provide for these 
needs. The offering can be re­
ceived anytime in December and 
will be applied toward your 
Pensions and Benevolence bud­
get.

Give your congregation the 
privilege of expressing their love 
with these servants of G od and 
the church. Clip and mail the 
coupon below.

Please send ______  free annual Christmas Love O ffering
envelopes to be used in our church during D ecem ber.

Church District

N a m e _______________________________________________________________

A d d ress_____________________________________________________________

j
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LIFE INCOME

Faithful
Steward

Mr. Luther Wheet and his wife of Columbia, 
Kentucky say, “ We have always believed in being 
faithful stewards of our possessions. HORIZONS 
helps us fulfill this privileged responsibility 
through assistance in wise money management.”

PASTOR: Help 
your  p e o p le  
e x p ress  
s te w a rd s h ip  
th ro u g h  H o rizo n s

nOTATOTLr

division of Life Income 
jifts & Bequests

: h u r c h  o f
rHE NAZARENE
>401 The Paseo 
<ansas City, M O  64131

Utn: Robert W. Crew

Many Nazarenes have found that stewardship 
and responsible money management go 

hand-in-hand. Indeed, far-reaching stewardship is 
inoperable without the thoughtful 
consideration of long-range personal 
and financial goals.
Through HORIZONS confidential, estate 
planning assistance, Mr. and Mrs. Wheet 
learned they could invest in their church 
while investing in their future. You too 
can discover the joy of supporting 
G od ’s Kingdom while reaping generous 
returns, tax benefits and the deep, 
lasting satisfaction of being a 
laborer together with God.

Please send me___________copies of
“A New Way to Invest in Your Church. 
While Investing in Your Future."
Pasto r’s
Name

C hurch

Address

C ity State Zip



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

“Developing a Strategy 
for Church GROWTH”

UNIT 160.3a

NEW!

NEW!
TEXT:

Get
Ready to

GROW
by Paul R. Orjala

Denomination 
Wide 

Study
February 

and March
1978

Order Today!
Christian Service Training 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

See Registration Blank, Page 16L
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(cover)

(open)

1978 Scripture Text 1978 Memo Moderne 1978 Point Ment

1978 RELIGIOUS ART CALENDARS
With name of pastor and/or church and address, hours of services

An insp ira tiona l rem inde r to  each m em ber and fr iend  that the ir church and pastor 
stands ready to  m in ister to  the ir needs all 365 days o f 1978.

Designed to fit the decor of today's homes 
Beautiful, Full-color Religious Reproductions 
Space for Noting Personal and Family Activities 
Inspirational Thoughts and Scriptures for Daily Living

Scripture Text M em o M oderne Point Ment
The trad itional hom e calen- D elightful m in iature size , 8 x An inspirational a p p o in tm e n t 
dar for over 50 years! 9 3/e x 1 1 % ". Spiral top , punched b o o k  fo r desk or w all. 8 x 
16". Hanging co rd . for hanging. 9 3/a". Spiral binding.

umber
C alendar Listing Q U A N T IT Y  PRICES

1978 Editions 1 3 12 25 50 100 200 300 400 500

J-278 SC R IPTU R E TEXT
with m onthly quotations 1.00 .90 .80 .63 .53 .50 .49 .47 .45 .44

X X X X .66V2 ,563/( .541/2 .521/2 .501/2 .491/2

Add postage and handling charges. P re­
p a id

Pre­
pa id

Pre­
pa id 1.40 1.90 2.85 4.60 6% 6% 6%

J-178 M EM O  M O D ERN E
with m onth ly quotations .80 .70 .62 .51 .44 .42 .41 .40 .39 .38

X X X X .571/2 . 4 8 3/4 .46 V2 .451/2 .441/2 .431/2

Add postage and handling charges. P re­
p a id

P re­
p a id

P re­
pa id 1.00 1.30 1.90 2.85 4.35 5.30 6.20

J-328 PO IN T  M ENTS
with m onth ly quotations

1.15 1.00 .90 .70 .61 .56 .54 .52 .51 .50

X X X X .74V2 .623/4 .591/2 .571/2 .561/2 .551/2

Add postage and handling charges. Pre­
p a id

Pre­
p a id

P re­
paid 1.40 1.90 2.85 4.60 6% 6% 6%

O rder a quantity and
NOTE: Above imprint prices allow up to four lines of 
copy. Additional copy, $1.75 per line.

♦COVER IMPRINTS available on Scripture Text only at 
3 1/2 C  per calendar with a minimum charge to 157 calen­
dars of $5.50. M A X IM U M  OF THREE LINES.

Order

Allow three to four 
weeks for imprinting and shipping. 
Late orders may take longer for 
delivery

N AZAREN E PU BLISH IN G  H O U SE •  Post O ffice Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



STEWARDSHIP

( H P

t

Meet:

• Missionaries—Louie and El­
len Bustle and their daugh­
ter Beth, Jerry and Toni 
Porter and their daughter 
Amy, Bill Porter

• Retired builder—Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Martz

• Many church leaders from 
neighboring countries

• Many new converts from 11 
newly established churches

. . .  to visit the excitin( Dominican Republic is 
can take your people ti Thankst

—an inspiring story of preser 
evening service, midweek p 
missionary chapters, or other

THANKSGIVING OFFERING C



STEWARDSHIP

p o m u n iT v
Learn:

• About the history of the 
Dominican Republic

• About the work of the Stu­
dent Mission Corps

• How a dance club was 
turned into a church

• How people met in tents, a 
rented storefront, a shoe 
factory

• How 11 church buildings 
were built in the summer of 
1976

of the open Bible. The 
v land calling,” and you 
>rough this year's 
filmstrip—

ons for your worship service, 
ting, Sunday school classes,

This filmstrip is sent free 
to each church for use 
at the Thanksgiving 
season or at other times. 
Include it as a resource 
in your audiovisual 
library.

-$5,200,000 for me world
16K



by the world-renowned preacher

12
Christmas 

Sermons
CHARLES H. 
SPURGEON

Sermons that will add  depth and 
originality to the annual challenge 
of Advent preaching. A significant 
source for interesting points and 
meaningful illustrations.

142 pages. Paper.

ONLY $1 95
K-r O t*C t
*  NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

coi"-
CD

O
CO

(C

Qptg
Please send items as indicated below:

_____GET READY TO G RO W — Orjala

_____ STRATEGY MANUAL FOR CHURCH GROWTH
Inc ludes 6 overhead  transparencies

SHIP TO: _________________________________________________________

$1.95 _  

$2.00 _  

TO TAL_

CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $_______________

CHARGE (30-day) TO: □  Church □  SS □  NYI _

Church location (c ity )_______________________(state/province)

Church name __  __________ ___________  _______

BILL TO: _______________________________________________________________

(other) Account

if)
<D

COc
E
o
C
Q)o

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

COURSE: Unit 160 .0a  “ Developing a Strategy for Church Growth’ 

TEXT: GET READY TO G RO W — Orjala

Church n a m e ______ ______  __________  ____________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

D is tr ic t____________________________________________________________________

Enrollment estimate __________ Beginning d a te ________ __Number se s s io n s ________

Class to be held □  NYI hour □  W ednesday night □ ____________________ other

Send Report Blank, Registration Material to:



I ,  f t

statement
v!S,

f o m n u i m l i

COMMUNICATIONS

with
The second series of radio spots is now 
available. Two of these three commer­
cials emphasize attending the Church of 
the Nazarene. The third deals with the 
Christian life. Order your set on the form 
below. (RA 5003, $3.50 per set)

Date.
Yes, we would like to take advantage of the set of RADIO SPOTS (RA-5003) 
at $3.50 described above.
Send t o :------------------------------------------------------------------------- — ------------------------
Street------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
City------------------------------------------------------------------------- — —-----------------------------
State/Province---------------------------------------------------------------------- - Zip-----------------
CHECK or MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED $_____________
CHARGE (30 day) TO: □  Church ______________________ (other) Account

Film Distribution Center 
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141 16M



New Fields Entered
Colombia Leeward Islands
French Antilles Nigeria 
Hong Kong Windward Islands 

W. Maharashtra (India)

THANKSGIVS
OFFERING

We can't think of anyone 
who SHOULD NOT 

hear the GOOD NEWS

CAN YOU?



and many 
other occasions

!"HE H O L Y  L A N D  
By G. Frederick Owen

O n e of today's forem ost archaeologists and 
Bible scholars shares h istorical and bib lical 
insights of the Holy Land. O ver 40 pictures 
and maps help v isualize places and events. 
D e luxe  K ivar board. 328 pages. $9.95

THE HOLY BIBLE FOR CHILDREN 
Edited by Allan Hart Jahsmann

: { .j i i  rei om m entt i ithinii. resef vation " 
Elizabeth  B. /ones, ed ito r  o f Prim ary Cur-

C are fu lly  se lected passages from  all 66 books 
edited to a level that 8-1 2 -year-olders can 
understand and en joy . Sixteen fu ll-co lo r illus­
tra t io n s  and  m aps. E a sy -to -re ad  p r in t , 
presentation and m em ory pages, plus many 
other features. 480 pages. 6V4 x 91/ i" .  Hard 
cover w ith jacke t. $8.95

ENTER IN — A n a c tio n /co m m un ica tio n  game 
Fun for an entire  fam ily! Th is un ique game 
created by Larry Richards assumes B ible 
character identities, then uses clues to guess 
the identities of the ir opponents. 3 to 6 
players. Boxed.
GA-2590 $4.95

TAPESTRIES OF LIFE 
The finest in a co llection  of poetry and prose 
under 52 inspirational subjects. D e luxe , 
padded bind ing with string-tie . Indexed . 8V2 
x 1 0 % ". G ift boxed. E specia lly  a p p ro p r ia te  
fo r  a p a s to r o r  teacher. $12.95

Stereo Recordings

ASSURANCE 
Ten beautiful arrangem ents of fam iliar m elo­
dies played by the Rick Powell Orchestra 
offer over 40 m inutes of inspirational lis­
tening. Includes Sweet By-and-By, Jesus 
Lo ves M e , B le ssed  A s su ra n c e , T h e  O ld  
Rugged Cross.
L-7142 Album $5.98
TA-7142 8-Track Tape $6.98
TA-7142C Cassette $6.98

O V A T IO N — D ouble  A lbum  
The Couriers, a group of th ree men who have 
found a special place in hearts around the 
w orld , sing LIVE. N ineteen num bers include I 
Sing the M ighty Pow er, Country  C h u rch , For 
Those Tears I D ied , Statue of L iberty, How 
Great Thou Art.
L-7134 Album $9.98
TA-7134 8-Track Tape $9.98
TA-7134C Cassette $9.98

N EED LEPO IN T Kit 
Y o u r  crea tive  frien d s will e n jo y  m a k in g  this 
u n iq u e  1 2  x 1 6 "  w all h a n g in g . Kit in c lu d es  
1 0 0  p e r c e n t c o tto n  h o m e s p u n  fa b ric , 1 00  p e r ­
c e n t w o o l yarn , e m b r o id e r y  floss, n e e d le , 
fu ll -c o lo r  print, an d  illustrated instruction s. 
GI-1708 The Lord Is M y Shepherd 
GI-1709 Child's Prayer Each, $4.50

G IFTS you r relatives and friends w ill 
apprec ia te  fo r years to com e!

O RD ER N O W ! NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post O ffice  Box 527, Kansas C ity , M issouri 64141



WORLD MISSION

C o i r s . .

m your
boxbring
tern a

resuh

for 
othei

Full Boxes.. 
Everlasting Dividend



L̂ISTS'DIRECTORY 
= r , s = ' = s = r j =

•  BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R ) P.O. Box 165, Monaca, Pa. 
15061 ( fu ll- t im e )

ALBA, GLEN. (R ) 3 006  S. Osceola St., Denver, Colo. 8 023 6  ( fu l l ­
tim e )

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C ) Rte. 1, T a ft S t., Danie lson, Conn. 06239 
ALLEN, DAN. (C ) Box 1240, Hann ibal, Mo. 63401 
ALLEN, J. A. & MILDRED. (R e t.) Box 559, Chandler. Okla. 74834 
AMOS, CARL A. (C ) c /o  NPH
•ANDERSO N, LAWRENCE i KAREN-LOUISE. (C ) 585 Lowell St..

M ethuen, Mass. 01844 
♦ANDREW S, GEORGE. (C ) Box 821, Conway, Ark. 72032 
•ARCHER, RONALD E. (R ) 4304 N. Peniel, Bethany, Okla. 73008 

( fu ll- t im e )
ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C ) 2614 E. Yukon S t., Tampa, Fla. 33604 
•A R N I FAMILY SINGERS. (4 )  4 30  N. C hes tnut St., E ldon, Mo.

65026 ( fu ll- t im e )
ATTIG, WALTER W. (C ) 21 Larkspur Dr., B e llev ille , III. 62221 
♦BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C ) P.O. Box 32. Orange 

C ity, Fla. 32763
•B A IL E Y , CLARENCE t THELMA. (C ) 1197 W. Arch St., Portland , 

Ind. 47371
BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C ) 4 40  Bentley, Lapeer, M ich . 48446 
♦BAKER, NATHAN. (R ) 68 Nance L n , N ashville , Tenn. 37210 
♦BAK ER, RICHARD C. (C ) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.Va. 

25306
•B A N E Y , TOM, (C ) M ob ile  M anor Lot 117, L in ton , Ind. 47441 
BARTON, GRANT M. (R e t.) 1551 D arlin g ton  A ve „ C raw fo rdsville , 

Ind. 47933
BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C ) P.O. Box 254, Roland, Okla. 74954 
♦ B E L L , JAMES & JEAN. (C ) c /o  N P H *
•  BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C ) Box 1326, River-

view, Fla. 33569 
♦BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE), (C ) c /o  NPH * 
BETTCHER, ROY A. (R e t.) 3212 4 th  A ve„ Chattanooga, Tenn. 37407 
BEYER, HENRY T. (C ) 103 Johnstons Rd., Pearl River, La. 70452
•  BIERCE, JACK. (C ) Box 3528 , Vail, Colo. 81657
♦B IS S E LL, DALE i .  BEVERLY. (R ) 3601 S.R. 703 E. No. 65, Celina, 

Ohio 4 582 2  ( fu ll- t im e )
♦ B LU E , DAVID & DANA. (C ) Box 60567, N ashville , Tenn. 37206 
BOGGS, W. E. (R e t.) 11323 Cactus L n „ Dallas, Tex. 75238 
BOHANNAN, GRADY B. (C ) 2206 Lam pton, Muskogee, Okla. 74401 
• B O H I,  JAMES T. (C ) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061 
•B O H I,  R. W. (C ) 403 Annawood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099 
♦B O N D , GARY C. (C ) 410 S. Clay St., S turg is, M ich . 49091 
BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C ) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif. 

91792
BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (R e t.) 1695 Audrey R d„ Colum bus, Ohio 

43224
♦BR A N D , W. H. & MARGARET. (R e t.) P.O. Box 332, Fort Wayne, 

Ind. 46801
•B R A U N , GENE. (C ) 4326 N, Rte. 560, Urban, Ohio 43078 
BRISCOE, JOHN. (R ) 5925 N.W. 60 th , Oklahom a C ity, Okla. 73122 

( fu ll- t im e )
•B R O O K S , RICHARD. (C ) 780 A rm ou r Rd., Bourbonna is , III. 6091 4 
BROOKS, STANLEY E., JR. (C ) Rte. 1, Box 245, W estm oreland, 

N.H. 03467
•  BROWN, CURTIS R. 144 N orth  F ifth  S t., Reading, Pa. 19603 
BROWN, ELBERT. (C ) Rte. 2, H illsbo ro , Tenn. 37342
•  BROWN, ROGER N, (C ) Box 724, Kankakee, III. 60901 
♦BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C ) 610 4  S. Gotham Dr.,

South Bend, Ind. 46614 
BUDD, JAY B. (R ) 1385 Hentz Dr., R eynoldsburg , O hio 43068 
BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R ) 4119 G oldenrod Dr., Colorado Springs, 

Colo. 80907 ( fu ll- t im e )

CAMPBELL, B IL L  (R ) 1912 Osage C ir „  Olathe, Kans. 66061 ( fu l l­
tim e )

CANEN, DAVID. (C ) c /o  N P H *
CARLETON, C. B. (R ) 111 South Locust St., McComb, M iss. 39648 

(fu ll- t im e )
•C A U D ILL , STEVE & SUE. (C ) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, M ich. 

48602
CAYTON, JOHN. (C ) Box 675, M idd leboro , Mass. 02346 
•CELEBRATION TRIO. (C ) 1202 Kanawha A ve„ Dunbar, W.Va. 

25064
♦CHAPM AN, W. EMERSON & LOIS. (C ) Rte. 1, Box 115a, M ilton - 

vale, Kans. 67466 
CHEZEM, DALE E. (R ) Rte. 1, Box 153A, Lookout M oun ta in , Tenn.

37350 ( fu ll- t im e )
CLARK, GENE. (C ) 104 W addell St., F indlay. Ohio 45840 
CLARK, HAROLD L. (C ) c /o  Gen. Del., Grover H ill. Ohio 45849 
CLIFT, NORVIE 0 . (C ) 4929 Gardena A ve„ San Diego, Calif. 92110 
♦ C L IN E , JERRY & MADY. (C ) 1229 W. Mead A ve„ B ow ling  Green, 

Ky. 42101
•C O B B , BILL & TERRI. (C ) P.O. Box 75512, Oklahom a C ity, Okla. 

73107
COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C ) 6728 M cCorckle Ave., St. Albans, W.Va. 

25177
COFFEY, RUSSELL E. (C ) Rte. 2, Hopkins, M ich. 49328 
♦CONE, ANDREW F. (C ) 1032 Danby Rd„ Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
CONWAY, L. W. (R e t.) 750 M ich igan Ave. K-9, W ashington, Pa. 

15301
♦CONWAY, TED, EVANGELISTIC PARTY. (C ) 905 W allington Cir..

Greenwood, Ind. 46142 
COOK, RALPH. (R et.) 6355 N Oak. Temple C ity, Calif. 91780 
CORBETT, C. T. (R e t.) 459 N. Forest, Bradley, III. 60915 
COX, CURTIS B. (C ) 2123 M em oria l Dr., Alexandria. La. 71301 
•C O Y , JIM . (C ) 3205 C hurchview  Dr., Valparaiso, Ind. 46383 
CRABTREE, J. C. (C ) 3436 Cambridge, S prin g fie ld , Ohio 45503 
CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C ) Ind ian  Lake Nazarene Camp, Rte. 2, 

Box 7, V icksburg, M ich. 49097 
♦CRANE, BILLY D. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 186, W alker, W.Va. 26180 
CREWS, H. F. & MRS. (R e t.) Box 18302, Dallas. Tex. 75218 
•CROFFORD, DON. (R ) 254 Southridge  Dr., Rochester. N.Y. 14626 

( fu ll- t im e )
CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (R e t.) 1466 E. M oun ta in , Pasadena, Calif. 

91104
CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C ) 100 N.E. 8 th  PL, H erm is ton , Ore. 97838 
DAMRON, GARY. (C ) 9051 Grand. Kansas C ity. Mo. 64114 
DARNELL, H. E. (C ) P.O. Box 929. V ivian, La. 71082 
♦DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C ) 541 Gibson, Frem ont, Ohio 43420 
OAVIS, HAROLD. (C ) P.O. Box 1066, G rafton, Va. 23692 
DAVIS, LEO. (R e t.) 403 " N "  St., Bedford, Ind. 47421 
DEAL, JAMES 0 . (C ) 1304 Jewell Ave.. Lakeland, Fla. 33801 
•D eFR AN K, JOSEPH, (C ) Box 342, Barberton, Ohio 44203 
♦ D E L L , JIMMY. (C ) 4026 E. F lower St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85018 
DELONG, RUSSELL V. (R e t.) 5932 48 th  Ave., N „  St. Petersburg, Fla. 

33709
♦ D EN N IS , DARRELL t BETTY. (R ) c /o  NPH (fu ll- t im e )  
•D E N N IS O N , MARVIN E. (R ) 1208 S.E. Green Rd., Tecumseh, 

Kans. 66542
DISHON, CLARENCE. (C ) Rte. 8, Box 251J, Ind ianapolis, Ind. 46234 
DISHON, MELVIN. (C ) Rte. 15, B ow ling Green, Ky. 42101 
DITTMER, JOHN A. (C ) 1144 N. Stephens, S prin g fie ld , III. 62702 
♦ D IX O N , GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C ) Evangelists and Singers, c /o  

N P H *
DOSS, J. W. (C ) Rte. 7, Box 370, C rossville, Tenn. 38555

(C) Commissioned; (R) Registered: ♦ Preacher &  Song Euangelist: • Song Evangelist. 16Q
*Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City. Mo. 64141



•D U N M IR E , RALPH & IOANN. (C ) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville , 
Term. 37211

DUNN, DON. (C ) P.O. Box 132, B a rtle tt, Ohio 45713 
♦ DURH AM , GARY & CLARION TRIO. (C ) P.O. Box 1536, S prin g­

f ie ld , Mo. 65805
•  DUTTON, BARRY {. TAVIA. (R ) c /o  NPH (fu ll- t im e )
EASTMAN, H. T. (R et.) 5102 Gailey Rd., Sp. 317A, Colorado Springs, 

Colo. 80915
ECKLEY, LYLE E. (R e t.) P.O. Box 153, Laguna Park, Tex. 76634 
•EDW ARDS, LOU. (C ) 3429 M is ty  Creek, Erlanger, Ky. 41018 
EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R ) Box 674, Frederick, Okla. 73542 ( fu l l ­

tim e )
ELLINGSON, R. LEE. (C ) c /o  NPH 
ELLIS, HARLON. (C ) 1220 B lue b ird  Dr., Longview, Tex. 75601 
ELLWANGER, C. W ILLIAM. (C ) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans. 66206 
•ELR O D , RON. (R ) Box 7150, F lin t, M ich. 48507 ( fu ll- t im e )  
EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C ) B ib le  Expositor, c /o  N P H *
ERICKSON, A. W ILLIAM. (C ) 110 K itty  Hawk Dr., Danville , Va. 

24541
ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R ) 2811 Grosse P oin t, Colum bus, Ohio 34227 

( fu ll- t im e )
•EVERETH, LEE. (C ) 300 Aurora St., M arie tta , Ohio 45750 
EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R ) Box 66-C, S tan ton, Ky. 4 038 0  ( fu ll- t im e )  
FELTER, JASON H. (C ) c /o  N P H *
♦ F ILE S , GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C ) 2031 Freeman Ave., 

Bellm ore, N.Y. 11710 
FINE, LARRY. (R ) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe, Kans. 66061 ( fu l l ­

tim e )
FINGER, MAURICE. (R et.) 122 C harlo tte  Rd., L inco ln ton , N.C. 

28092
FINKBEINER, A. J. (C ) 84 B. S tree t, Cam pbell, Calif. 95008 
FINNEY, CHARLES & ISOBEL. (C ) 269 N.W. L inco ln  C ir. N „ St.

Petersburg, Fla. 33702 
♦FISH ER, W ILLIAM . (C ) c /o  N P H *
FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C ) 1021 Elm St., Ripley, Ohio 45167 
FORD, NORMAN K. (C ) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728 
♦FORD, I AMES & RUTH. (C ) C h ild ren 's  W orkers, 1605 Laura St., 

C learwater, Fla. 33515 
FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C ) Box 322, Carm i, III. 62821 
♦FRASER, DAVID. (R ) 1792 W hilsh ire  Dr., Xenia, Ohio 45385 

( fu ll- t im e )
FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C ) Box 44. E llisv ille , III. 61431 
FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C ) Rte. 1, Geff, III. 62842
•  FULWOOD, JOANNE, & BOOTH, DIAN. (R ) 625 N.E. 6 th  St.,

Gainesville, Fla. 32601 ( fu ll- t im e )
GADBOW, C. D. (C ) 1207 S. Second St., M arsha lltow n, la. 50158 
GAGNON, DAVE & KAREN. (C ) 130 M ilfo rd  S t., Rochester, N.Y. 

14615
GARDNER, GEORGE. (C ) Box 9, O lathe, Kans. 66061 
•G ATES, KENNETH. (C ) 219 W. Hendricks, No. 7, S he lbyville , Ind. 

46176
GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C ) Box 115, M t. Erie, III. 62446 
•G ILLES PIE , SHERMAN &  ELSIE. (R ) 203 E. H ighland, M uncie, 

Ind. 47303 ( fu ll- t im e )
GILMORE, PAUL S. (R et.) 738 B u ffa lo  St., Jamestown, N.Y. 14701 
♦GLAZE, HAROLD I  MARILYN. (R ) P.O. Box A, Calam ine, Ark. 

72418
•G LENDEN NING , PAUL & BOBBIE. (C ) 700 E. Broadway, F a irfie ld , 

la. 52556
GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C ) 6528 N. Beale, M ilwaukee, Wis. 53224 
GOODMAN, W ILLIAM . (C ) R. 3, Box 269, B em id ji, M inn . 56601 
•GORM ANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES 8, ANN). (C ) 11505 Preston 

Hwy. Lot 67, Lou isv ille , Ky. 40229 
GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C ) 812 N. 9 th , Lot 26. M attoon, III. 61938 
GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (R et.) 2015 62nd S t , Lubbock. Te*. 79412 
•G REEN, JAMES i ROSEMARY. (C ) Box 385, Canton. III. 61520 
GRIMES, BILLY. (C ) Rte. 2, Jacksonville , Tex. 75766 ( fu l l  tim e ! 
GRIM M, GEORGE J. (C ) 820 W ells S t , S iste rsville . W Va 26175 
•G R IN D LEY , GERALD & JANICE. (C ) 539 E. Mason S t .  Owosso, 

M ich . 48867
GRINDLEY, R. E. (C ) 4754 McFadden Rd . Colum bus, Ohio 43229 
GUY, MARION 0 . (C ) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee. Okla 74401 
♦H AIN ES, GARY. (R ) 246 Tanna C t , Colorado Springs Colo. 80916 

( fu ll- t im e )
•  HALL, B ILL 8. SHARON. (R ) 1971 Bardstow n R d . Apr 5.

Lou isv ille , Ky. 40205 ( fu ll- t im e )
16R

HALL, CARLN. (C ) c /o  NPH
♦ H A L L , DAVID & BETTY. (C ) c /o  NPH
HAMILTON, JAMES A. (R e t.) 907 Cowan Ave., Conroe, Tex. 77301
HAMILTON, MARK. (C ) 1305 St. C la ir, Vincennes, Ind. 47591
HANCE, RAY. (R e t.) 7705 N.W. 2 0 th  St., Bethany, Okla. 73008
HANCOCK, BOYD. (C ) c /o  NPH
•  HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C ) c /o  N P H *
HARLEY, C. H. (C ) Burbank, Ohio 44214 
HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C ) 3202 B enbrook Dr., A ustin , Tex. 78758 
HARROLD, JOHN W. (C ) 409 14 th  S t., Rochelle, III. 61068 
HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C ) c /o  N P H *
HAYES, CECIL G. (C ) R.D. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028 
HAYNES, 0 . F. (C ) 2 044  11 th  Ave., H un ting ton , W.Va. 25703 
♦HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C ) 6611 N.W. 2 9 th  S t., Bethany, Okla. 

73008
HENDERSON, DEE. (R et.) Rte. 1, Box 439A, Dona ldson, Ark. 71941 
HENDERSON, JOHN. (C ) 1209 Ordway PI., N ashville , Tenn. 37206 
HESS, BILL. (R ) P.O. Box 382 , Owasso, Okla. 7 405 5  ( fu ll- t im e )  
HICKS, JOHN D. (C ) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee B lvd., 

W innipeg, M an itoba R3T 2P7 
HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C ) 642 Vakey St., Corpus C hris ti, Tex. 

78404
HOLCOMB, T. E. (R e t.) 922 6  M onterrey, Houston, Tex. 77078 
HOLLEY, C. D. (C ) Rte. 2, Ind ia n  Lake R d„ V icksburg, M ich. 49097 
HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C ) 3 18  W. L inco ln  Way, Lisbon. Ohio 

44432
HOOTS, BOB. (C ) 309 A dair St., Colum bia, Ky. 42728 
HOUSE, ELTON W. (R ) P.O. Box 593, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 

(fu ll- t im e )
HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C ) P.O. Box 816, D uran t, Okla. 

74701
HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C ) 1155 H enry St., H un ting ton , Ind . 46750 
HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R ) 732 D rum m ond Ct., Colum bus, Ohio 

43214 ( fu ll- t im e )
♦ IC E , CHARLES & BETTY. (C ) 514 Elk Dr., R iverton, Wyo. 82501 
IDE, CHARLES D. (R e t.) 609 N. Lansing, St. Johns, M ich . 48879 
♦ ID E , GEORGE FAMILY. (R ) 1405 E. Hatch, S turg is, M ich . 49091 

( fu ll- t im e )
INGLAND, W ILM A JEAN. (C ) 322 Meadow Ave., C harle ro i, Pa. 

15022
♦ IR W IN , ED. (C ) 7459 Davis M ill C r„  H arrison, Tenn. 37341 
ISENBERG, DON. (C ) Chalk A rtis t & Evangelist, 610  Deseret, 

Friendsw ood, Tex. 77546 
•JACKSON, CHUCK & MARY. (C ) Box 17726, N ashville , Tenn. 

37217
♦JACKSON, HERB. (R ) P.O. Box 640, Bethany, Okla. 73008 

( fu ll- t im e )
♦JACKSON, PAUL t TRISH. (C ) Box 739, Meade, Kans. 67864 
JAGGER, KENNETH. (C ) 4270 Loom is # A , Colorado Springs, Colo. 

80906
JAMES, R. ODIS. (C ) 353 W in te r Dr., St. James, Mo. 65559 
♦JANTZ, CALVIN & MARJORIE. (C ) c /o  N P H *
JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C ) 321 E. H igh Ave., B e lle fon ta ine , Ohio 

43311
JEFFERIES, A. G. (R e t.) 3 50  Pearl S t., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore. 97401 
JETER, H. L. (C ) 234 5  Johnstow n, F lo rissant, Mo. 63033 
•JEW ETT, LARRY &  PATRICIA. (C ) Rte. 4, Box 265 , West Monroe, 

La. 71291
JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R ) Rte. 1, C learw ater, M inn . 55320 ( fu l l ­

tim e )
•JO H N SO N , RON. (C ) 3208 E ighth St. E „ Lew iston, Ida. 83501 
JONES, CLAUDE W. (C ) Rte. 4, Box 42, Bel A ir, Md. 21014 
JONES, FRED D. (R ) 804 Elissa Dr., N ashville , Tenn. 3721 7 ( fu l l ­

tim e )
KEALIHER, DAVID. (C ) 316 D u fu r, Nampa, Ida. 83651 
KELLY, R. B. (R e t.) 470 6  N. Donald, Bethany, Okla. 73008 
KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (R e t.) 2910 H arris  St., Eugene, Ore. 

97405
KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C ) P.O. Box 52, G ibsonburg, Ohio 43431 
KESLER, JAMES. (R ) Box 191, West Lebanon, Ind. 47991 ( fu ll- t im e )  
KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (R e t.) 1241 Knollw ood Rd., 46K, Seal Beach, 

Calif. 90740
KOHR, CHARLES A. (C ) R.D. 2, Box 298, B roo kv ille , Pa. 15825 
♦KRATZ, ELDON & KAY. (R ) 8 14  Grant T e rr ,  O lathe, Kans. 66061 

( fu ll- t im e )
LAING, GERALD D. (C ) 2417 -2  E. Jo lly Rd., Lansing, M ich. 48910



♦LAM BERT. MARSHALL. (C ) 264 E. Caven St., Ind ianapo lis , Ind. 
46225

LANIER, JOHN H. (C ) West Poplar St., Junc tion  C ity, Ohio 43748 
♦LASSELL, RAY & JAN. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 55, B row nsburg, Ind. 46112 
♦LAW , DICK & LUCILLE. (C ) Box 481, Bethany, Okla. 73008 
•LAW HO RN FAMILY, MILES. (R ) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville , Tenn. 

37217 ( fu ll- t im e )
•  LAXSON, WALLY & GINGER. (C ) Rte. 3, Box 118, Athens, Ala.

35611
•LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C ) 1308 Highgrove, G randview, Mo. 64030 
LEE, C. ROSS. (C ) 1945 E. Broad St., New Castle, Ind. 47362 
♦LEICHTY SINGERS. (C ) Rte. 1, H icksv ille , Ohio 43526 
LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C ) 1324 W. Eymann, Reedley, Calif. 

93654
LEONARD, JAMES & FLORICE. (R e t.) 150 Valley View Dr., Johns­

tow n , Ohio 43031 
LESTER, FRED R. (C ) 328 M eadow brook Lane. O lathe. Kans. 66061 
LEWIS, ALBERTA. (R ) P.O. Box 278, Benton, III. 62812 ( fu ll- t im e )  
LIDDELL, P. L. (C ) 3530 W. Allen Rd., Howell, M ich. 48843 
LIGHTNER, JOE. (C ) 4335 Raven PL, S prin g fie ld , Mo. 65804 
♦LIN D E R , LLOYD P. (C ) 1018 Cedar St.. E lkha rt, Ind. 46514 
LINEM AN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C ) 10 S. Th ird  St., B rad ford , Pa. 

16701
♦ LO M A N , LANE & JANET. (R ) c /o  NPH ( fu ll- t im e )
LONG, WILMER A. (R ) R.D. # 2 ,  New Florence, Pa. 15944 ( fu ll- t im e )  
LOWN, A. J. (C ) c /o  N P H *
♦ LU S H , RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C ) c /o  NPH 
LYONS, JAMES H. (C ) 1011 W. Shaw C t„  No. 1, W hitew ater, Wis. 

53190
MacALLEN, LAWRENCE 1. (C ) 4 180 8  W. Ram bler A ve„ E lyria , Ohio 

44035
MADISON, G. H. (R e t.) 508  Shelby Ave., N ashville , Tenn. 37206 
MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C ) c /o  NPH 
MANN, L. THURL. (R ) c /o  NPH ( fu ll- t im e )
M ANNING, C. M. (C ) Box N, M aysv ille , Ky. 4105 6 
MARLIN, Ben F. (C ) P.O. Box 6310 , H o llyw ood, Fla. 33021 
MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C ) Box 103, A lton , Tex. 79220 
•M cA B E E , JAMES. (R ) 410 Freeman Ave., Seym our, Ind. 47274 
McCLURE, DARL. (C ) Rte. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Byron, Ohio 

43506
MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C ) Rte. 1, Box 308, Dale, Tex. 78616 
M cKINNEY, ROY T. (C ) 2319 W aku lla  Way, O rlando, Fla. 32809
•  M cKIN NO N, JUANITA. (C ) B ox 126, In s titu te , W.Va. 25112 
McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C ) c /o  NPH
MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C ) 5713 S. Shartel. Oklahom a City, Okla. 

73109
MELVIN, DOLORES. (C ) Rte. 1, Greenup, Ky. 41144
•  MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C ) c /o  N P H *
MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R ) Box 20286, M inneapo lis , M inn . 55431

( fu ll- t im e )
♦M ER RITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C ) 7401 B e linder, P ra irie  Village, 

Kans. 66208
MEYER, VIRGIL G. (R e t.) 3112 W illow  Oaks Dr., Fo rt Wayne, Ind. 

46807
♦M IC K E Y , BOB, IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C ) Box 1435, Lamar 

Colo. 81052
MILLER, RUTH E. (C ) 111 W. 46 th  St., Reading, Pa. 19606 
M ILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C ) c /o  N P H *
MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C ) 2517 N. 12th St. Terre Haute, Ind. 

47804
MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C ) 101 B ryan t Lake Rd., N itro , W.Va. 25143 
MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (R e t.) 19562 W inward L n „ H unting ton  

Beach, Calif. 92646 
♦MOYER, BRANCE E. (R ) Cam elot Apts., 8000 M idcro w n, Apt. 

2004 , San A nton io , Tex. 7 821 8  ( fu ll- t im e )
•  MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C ) 67 W ilstead, New m arket, Ont., Canada 
♦MYERS, HAROLD & MRS. (C ) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids,

M ich. 49504
•  NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C ) 625 N. W ater St., Owosso, M ich.

48867
NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C ) c /o  N P H *
NORTON, JOE. (R e t.) Box 143, H am lin , Tex. 7952 0 
ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C ) 2936 Leesburg Rd., S.W., W ash ington Court 

House, Ohio 43160 
OVERTON, WM. D. (C ) Fam ily  Evangelist & Chalk A rtis t, 798 Lake 

Ave., W oodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C ) 639 S. Home Ave., M a rtin sv ille , Ind. 46151
•  PARR, PAUL G. & DOROTHY. (C ) Rte. 1, Box 167A, W hite tow n,

Ind. 46075
♦PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A. (C ) c /o  N PH*
PECK, JOHN. (R ) Box 695, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80901 ( fu l l­

tim e )
PECK, W. A. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 65A, M alden, Mo. 63863 
♦PEM BLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (C ) Box 605, Sidney, M ont. 59270 
PERDUE, NELSON. (C ) 3732 E. Rte. 245, Cable, Ohio 43009 
PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C ) Rte. 1, Hwy. 7, Green Acres Add., Scipio, 

Ind. 47273
♦PICKERINGS, R. E. (R ) P.O. Box 20572, O rlando, Fla. 32814 ( fu l l ­

tim e )
♦PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C ) Rte. 4, Danville, III. 61832 
•P IT T S , PAUL. (C ) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431 
♦PORTER, JOHN I  PATSY. (C ) c /o  N P H *
POTTER, LYLE & LOIS. (R e t.) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133, 

W estm inster, Calif. 92683 
POTTS, TROY C. ( re t.)  2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234 
♦POW ELL, CURTICE L. (C ) 2010 London Dr., M ansfie ld , Ohio 

44905
♦POW ELL, FRANK. (C ) Rte. 4, Oskaloosa, la. 52577 
PRESSON, DWIGHT. (C ) 3632 Barbagallo Dr., St. Louis, Mo. 63129 
PRICE, JACK. (R ) c /o  NPH (fu ll- t im e )
•Q U ALLS , PAUL M. (C ) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., O rlando, Fla. 

32809
♦RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C ) Box 106, Lewistown, III. 61542 
RAYCROFT, R. N. (C ) c /o  NPH *
READER, GEORGE H. D. (R e t.) Box 396, Chrism an, III. 61924 
REDD, GARY. (R ) Rte. 2, Box 247, Newton, Tex. 75966 ( fu ll- t im e )  
REEDY, J. C. (C ) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, III. 60914 
RHAME, JOHN D, (R et.) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

63701
•  RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R ) 2479 M adison

Ave., Ind ianapo lis , Ind. 46203 
RICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C ) 421 S. Grand.. Bourbonnais, III. 

60914
RIDEN, K. R. (C ) c /o  NPH
RIST, LEONARD. (C ) 3544 Brookgrove Dr., Grove C ity, Ohio 43123 
ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C ) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 73099 
ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C ) 2014 Green Apple L n „  A rling ton , Tex. 

76014
ROBINSON, TED L. (C ) c /o  NPH
♦RO BISO N, ROBERT & WIFE. (C ) Heaters, W.Va. 26627 
RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R ) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville , Tenn. 37210 

( fu ll- t im e )
ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R ) 2108 Alexander L n „ Bethany, Okla. 

73008
RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R ) 3621 N.W. 97 th  St., M iam i, Fla.

33147 ( fu ll- t im e )
RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C ) Rte. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352 
RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R ) Box 204, La Vergne, Tenn. 37086 

(fu ll- t im e )
SANDERS, E. H. (C ) 401 S. Oak St., Sapulpa, Okla. 74066 
SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C ) 311 N. Third Ave., Saginaw, M ich. 48607 
SCARLETT, DON. (C ) 1806 Auburn St., Speedway. Ind. 46224 
SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (R et.) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City, 

Okla. 73127
SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C ) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, M ich. 49221 
SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C ) 8642 Cherry L n „ P.O. Box 456, Alta Loma, 

Calif. 91701
SCOTT, CHARLES. (R ) 1206 Tower Dr., Rte. 1, Box 424, Boonville, 

Ind. 47601
SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C ) 1116 H ighland Ave., 

Ashland, Ky. 41101 
♦SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C ) Box 94, P ittsburg , III. 62974 
♦SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 216 D, Vicksburg, 

M ich. 49097
SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R ) 41 James Ave., Y orkton, Saskatchewan, 

Canada ( fu ll- t im e )
SHEA, ALBERT J. (C ) 288 Shaborn L n „  St. Marys, Ohio 45885 
♦SH O M O , PHIL S, M IRIAM . (C ) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, Ind. 

46011
SHUMAKE, C. E. (C ) P.O. Box 1083, Hendersonville , Tenn. 37075 
♦SIPES EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R ) Box 16243, W ichita , Kans. 67216 

(fu ll- t im e )
16S



SISK, IVAN. (C ) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92117 
♦SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C ) 424 L inco ln  St., R ising Sun, Ind. 47040 
♦SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C ) 3 20  S. 22nd St., Independence, 

Kans. 67301
SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C ) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008 
♦ S M IT H , DUANE. (C ) c /o  NPH *
SMITH, FLOYD P. (C ) 5050 Garfo rd No. 89, Long Beach, Calif. 

90815
SMITH, HAROLD L. (C ) 3711 Germ ania Rd., Snover, M ich. 48472 
♦ S M IT H , OTTIS E „ JR. (C ) 60  Grant S t., T id io u te , Pa. 16351 
SMITH, R. A. (C ) 8377 W adsworth, W adsworth, Ohio 44281 
SNELL, DALE E. (C ) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, Colo. 

80904
♦SNID ER, C. W. & VICTORIA. (C ) 706 S. 15th S t., Vincennes, Ind. 

47591
SNOW, DONALD E. (C ) 58 Baylis, S.W., Grand Rapids, M ich . 49507 
♦SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C ) 91 Lester Ave., N ashville , Tenn. 37210 
♦SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C ) c /o  NPH 
SPROWLS, EARL L. (C ) c /o  NPH *
STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C ) Box 11, Bethany, Okla. 73008 
STARNES, SAM. (C ) 448 S. Pra irie , Bradley, III. 60915 
STEELE, J. J. (R et.) 1020 W. S tan ford, S prin g fie ld , Mo. 65807 
STEEN, CURTIS. (C ) 6809 N.W. 25 th , Bethany, Okla. 73008 
STEGAL, DAVID. (R ) Rte. 2, Box 139, Yukon, Okla. 73099 ( fu ll- t im e )  
STEWART, PAUL J. (C ) P.O. Box 347, Calera, Ala. 35040 
♦STOCKER, W. G. (C ) 1421 14th Ave., N .W , Rochester, M inn . 

55901
•STO N E GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R ) 3655 El M orro  Rd , Lot 

127, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80910 
STREET, DAVID. (C ) Rte. 1, Ramsey, Ind. 47166 
STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C ) 4723 C ullen Ave., S prin g fie ld , Ohio 

45503
STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C ) Rte. 3, W averly, Ohio 45690 
SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C ) 1102 Glenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla. 

73099
•SW EENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove, 

Ky. 42280
TALBERT, GEORGE H. (R e t.) 409  N.E. 13th St., Abilene, Kans. 

67410
TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R ) Fam ily  Evangelist, 2469 Sacram ento Dr., 

Redding. Calif. 96001 
TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C ) 205 N. L im it, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905 
TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C ) 4501 C ro ftsh ire  Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440 
♦TEASDALE, ELLIS & RUTH. (R e t.) 58333 Ironw ood Dr., E lkhart, 

Ind. 46514
THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C ) Box 682, M t. Vernon, Ohio 43050 
THOMAS, W. FRED. (R et.) 521 Ideal S t ,  M ilan , M ich. 48160 
THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C ) P rophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437 
THOMPSON, HAROLD. (R e t.) 644 E. W alnu t S t., B ly th ev ille , Ark. 

72315
♦THORNTON, RON L. (C ) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, III. 61241 

STEWARDSHIP 
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THORNTON, WALLACE. (C ) Rte. 4, Box 4 9 -8 , Som erset, Ky. 42501 
TOEPFER, PAUL. (C ) Box 146, Petersburg, Tex. 79250 
TOSTI, TONY. (R e t.) 8001 N.E. 8 9 th  A ve , Vancouver, Wash. 98662 
TRIPP, HOWARD. (C ) c /o  NPH *
♦TUCKER, BILL & JEANETTE. (C ) P.O. Box 3204 , La Vale, Md. 

21502
TUCKER, RALPH. (C ) c /o  N P H *
TURBYFILL, M. L. (R e t.) 6812 N.W. 2 9 th  T e r r ,  Bethany, Okla. 

73008
♦TURNOCK, JIM  & D. J. (R ) c /o  N P H * ( fu ll- t im e )
UNDERWOOD, G. F. & MRS. (Ret. ) 150 Shadylane C ir. C t„ 

W arren, Ohio 4 448 3  ( fu ll- t im e )
VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C ) 11424 N. 3 7 th  PL, Phoenix, Arix. 

85028
VARIAN, W. E. (C ) 5423 H icks Corner. Kalamazoo, M ich. 49002 
VAUGHN, VOLA L. (R ) 9 4 00 -93  St. N „  Sem inole, Fla. 33541 

( fu ll- t im e )
WADE, E. BRUCE. (C ) 3029 Sharpview  L n ,  Dallas, Tex. 75228 
♦W ALKER, LAWRENCE C. ANO LAVONA. (C ) c /o  N P H *
WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (R e t.) P reacher & Chalk A rtis t, 1001 

Averly  S t ,  F o rt M yers, Fla. 33901 
•W ELC H , JONATHAN & ILONA. (C ) 601 Com m ercia l, D anville , III. 

61832
•W E LC H , RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C ) 9801 S outhw est D r ,  L ittle  

Rock, Ark. 72209 
WELCH, W. B. (C ) 5328 E d ith  S t ,  Charleston Heigh ts, S.C. 29405 
WELLS, KENNETH & LILY. (R e t.) Box 1043, W h ite fish , M ont. 59937 
WEST, EDNA. (C ) 9 10  Carlis le  S t ,  Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907 
WHITED, CURTIS. (C ) 307 N. Blake, O lathe, Kans. 66061 
W ILKINS, CHESTER. (C ) P.O. Box 3232 , B a rtle sv ille , Okla. 74003 
♦W ILKIN SO N  TRIO. (R ) 2 840  18 th  S t ,  Colum bus, Ind. 47201 

( fu ll- t im e )
W ILLIAMS, G. W. (C ) 2200 Elva D r ,  Kokom o, Ind. 46901 
W ILLIAM S, LARRY. (C ) 1418 Colum bia D r ,  Longview, Tex. 75601 
♦W ILLIA M S , LAWRENCE. (C ) 6715 N.W. 3 0 th  T e rr , Bethany, 

Okla. 73008
WILSON, ROBERT J. (C ) Rte. 2, Box 139, Lexington, Ala. 35648 
WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C ) P.O. Box 122, M oun t Erie. III. 62446 
WINGARD, TOM. (C ) 1705 M adison A ve , G reensboro, N.C. 27403 
♦W ISEHART, LENNY & JOY. (C ) c /o  N P H *
WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C ) 3987 4 th  S t ,  R iverside, Calif. 92501 
WOODWARD, GEORGE. (R e t.) Rte. 2, Ermas, Box 149C. Cape May, 

N.J. 08204
WOODWARD, S. OREN. (R ) c /o  NPH (fu ll- t im e )
WOOLMAN, J. L. (R e t.) 1025 S.W. 62nd , Oklahom a C ity, Okla. 

73139
WRIGHT, E. G. (C ) c /o  NPH 
WYLIE, CHARLES. (C ) Box 162, W in fie ld , Kans. 67156 
WYRICK, DENNIS. (C ) 603 Reed Dr., F rank fo rt, Ky. 40601 
•YATES, BEN J. (C ) 5709 W illow  Terr. D r ,  Bethel Park, Pa. 15102
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The Power of Appreciation

A t  a  m o t h e r - d a u g h t e r  b a n q u e t  

. the question was asked, “ What 
was one of the most important bits 
of advice your mother gave you?” 
In my case it didn’t take long to come 
up with one. Mother “ preached many 
sermons”  on expressing appreciation.

“ Never fail to say ‘Thank you’ to 
others. Always pay a compliment to 
another. It costs so little and means 
so much. Be sure to pay special at­
tention to older people. They need it 
lots.”

I can still hear Mother’s sermons. 
When I was in my teens she said, 
“ Never walk by an older person with­
out speaking. They love to know 
youth notice them and care that they 
are there.”

I guess Mother’s sermons were be­
ing etched on my subconscious mind 
because I tell my children the same 
thing. Today our children think ap­
preciation is law and gospel.

I had stopped my car in front of a 
friend’s home and let her out. I asked 
her what I should speak about on the 
radio because I was just getting my 
thoughts together. I said, “ I’m think­
ing about writing on the power of ap­
preciation.”  She threw up her hands

and said, “ That’s something I can’t 
do. I admire someone, and after I 
am gone from them I wonder why I 
didn’t say something nice about 
them.”

I asked her if she grew up with ap­
preciation. She said, “ My land, no! 
I was the last of seven, and I took the 
food out of the others’ mouths, so I 
wasn’t appreciated.”  She went on, 
“ I think they loved me in an odd way. 
I don’t remember ever being shown, 
though. I worked real hard. I recall 
working all day helping Mom, and 
my dad came in and kicked me 
several feet forward while I was 
stooped over sweeping dust into a 
pan. He reprimanded me because I 
didn’t work more.”

Little wonder her words stuck in 
her mouth and expressing apprecia­
tion was painful.

The Bible is probably the most 
appreciative book in the world. God 
lavishes appreciation on His people. 
He takes advantage of repentance to 
do more for His children.

The Apostle Paul started most of 
his 13 Epistles with words of com­
mendation. To Corinth, “ I thank my 
God always on your behalf.”  To Phi­
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lippi, “ I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you.”  To Thessa- 
lonica, “ We give thanks to God for 
you all.”  To Philemon, “ I thank my 
God, making mention of thee always 
in my prayers.”

The beloved Apostle John excelled 
in appreciation. In writing to each of 
the seven churches, whom he had 
something about which to correct, he 
always prefaced his correction with 
commendation.

I can listen much better to a cor­
rection if someone takes the oppor­
tunity to love and appreciate me 
first. It’s always good to remember 
when there’s a need for correction 
that the person is not all bad.

Here’s a little test for you. Are you 
ready with a pencil?

1. Is it hard for you to pay some­
one a compliment? Why?

2. Is it hard for you to relay to 
someone a compliment someone else 
has given them?

3. When is the last time you paid 
your husband a compliment? What 
was it?

4. When did you last pay your 
most difficult child a compliment?

5. When did you last pay a diffi­
cult neighbor a compliment?

6. When did you last compliment 
a person who has wronged you?

7. When did you last compliment 
someone in your family?

8. When did you last compliment 
the custodian of your church?

9. When did you last compliment 
your competitor?

Would you like to change people 
around you? Most of us would. I want 
to give you seven secrets to change 
others in the world around you.

1. Becoming intent on the good in 
another breaks the continuity of the 
thought of evil in him, and gives the 
good a chance to manifest itself.

2. What you accept for another 
you accept for yourself.

3. You cannot have good for your­
self until you recognize it for all the 
world around you.

4. If you tell a man he’s lazy, un­
spiritual, self-centered, you will no 
doubt live long enough to eat your 
own words.

5. If you tell a child he’s lazy, 
mean, ugly, stupid, you will eat your 
own words.

6. If you speak evil of youth, 
churches, politics, public officials in 
general, you become part of the 
problem.

7. Hypnosis is the power of belief. 
People who are hypnotized only do 
surprising things when they are con­
vinced the hypnotist’s words are true.

It makes no difference where the 
idea came from— God, the devil, 
man, or yourself. If you have ac­
cepted an idea and are convinced it 
is true it has the same power over 
you as hypnosis, whether or not you 
have been formally hypnotized. You 
can have a wrong belief and be will­
ing to die for it. Belief is a tre­
mendous power. How important to 
believe rightly!

Through appreciation you can be 
the healing agent for a world around 
you. If you’re having a hard time lov­
ing a rather unlovely person, try 
writing this note to change your at­
titude:

__________________is really a beau­
tiful person. I observe this one good 
quality about h im :_________________

“ I relinquish former negative 
thoughts about him and will check 
them with good thoughts and words 
before they leave my mind. I want 
the very best in life to come to 
---------------------------  spiritually, phy­
sically, in his family, business and 
church life.

“ In the Name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.”

This has helped to change my in­
ner and outer world.
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If a church does not grow, it is because 
that church is either unable or unwilling 
to pay the price in growing pains

Growing 
Pains

Nu m e r o u s  b o o k s  on church growth 
—or the lack of it— are appear­

ing in bookstores and being distrib­
uted by the various denominations. 
Most of them are helpful and encour­
aging. Church growth is a real pos­
sibility in most cases. But when these 
books are read, as helpful as they are, 
we are still left with only two reasons 
for a lack of growth. A church is 
either incapable or unwilling to grow. 
The former is self-evident, and the 
latter sounds like a cruel oversimpli­
fication.

Most of the material available 
deals with the matter of how to over­
come the problem of inability. While 
this is essential, the matter of being 
unwilling to grow is equally impor­
tant. Few congregations would be 
willing to admit that they actually 
don’t want to grow. Most of them be­
moan the fact of their smallness. 
Many have outreach programs, visi-
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tation, and extension classes. They 
talk growth, hope for growth, and ac­
tually work for a larger church. But 
year after year they report about the 
same numbers in membership and 
attendance.

The only real solution to this prob­
lem must begin with some soul 
searching. The price to be paid is a 
painful exercise in self-discipline. It 
hurts to grow. It hurts the pastor, 
board m em bers, Sunday school 
teachers, and others who have been 
in their position for many years.

There is the pain of 
lost leadership

An influx of new people means that 
some of them will take leadership 
from those now in office. Even sancti­
fied people have difficulty relin­
quishing the reins to others. To see 
new people come in and be elected to 
a job we thought we were doing well 
can be painful to the biggest souls. It 
hurts! But if the members are not 
big enough to see younger (and 
frequently untried) people take over, 
real growth is unlikely.

The pain of diminished prominence
The more people we have, the less 

prominent any one person becomes. 
When a church of 40 suddenly jumps 
to 80, competition for the limelight
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is doubled. Brother Brown suddenly 
feels more beige than brown. He is 
not the man everyone must depend 
on now. There are others who can do 
what he has been doing. Even worse, 
they can do it better. So the loving 
attention must be shared with these 
new people.

Another interesting dimension is 
now introduced. The pastor also be­
gins to feel this loss. Other people 
can now take over some of his re­
sponsibilities. He has been com ­
plaining about being overworked for 
years. Now that others can actually 
help him he feels a little less vital. 
While this ought to be a cause for re­
joicing, it sometimes produces a re­
verse reaction. It takes a lot of hon­
esty for a pastor to admit this. Some 
will never face this unconscious re­
luctance to growth.

Closely related to the pain of 
diminished prominence is

T h e  p a in  o f  sh a red  su ccess
Everyone wants to feel successful. 

We all enjoy talking of that day we 
broke the Sunday school attendance 
record. We like to tell how we did it— 
all the details included. Then Broth­
er Tall gets elected Sunday school 
superintendent. He is a young man 
with a lot of professional training in 
sales work. He comes up with a grand 
idea for the Sunday school, sells it to 
the teachers, and finally to the whole 
church. The Sunday school begins to 
grow rapidly. Everyone is bragging 
on Brother Tall. Poor Pastor Short is 
feeling shorter than ever. Growing 
pains!

Apply this to the song leader, the 
missionary president, or any other 
position in the church. The layman 
also feels this pain. If he harbors re­
sentment and bitterness, it will soon 
be felt by new people. The new mem­
bers will either leave your church for 
a more open field of service or be 
squelched and become another nomi­

nal ch u rch  m e m b e r— lik e  every  
church has in overabundance.

Of course it hurts to be pushed 
aside. Unless members have God’s 
Kingdom as top priority, they will 
find some way to stay in control— 
usually at the expense of church 
growth. This is the point where 
strong pastoral leadership is vital. A 
pastor must be strong enough to re­
main pastor and firmly in control of 
his church without deflating lay en­
thusiasm or stifling strong lay leader­
ship. New people with new ideas and 
new energy must be channeled for 
proper growth w ithout destroying 
creativity and spirit. Older members 
must be taught to appreciate those 
whom God has sent their way with­
out resenting their success or feeling 
neglected when they are praised. The 
pastor must also find new jobs for 
displaced members, and at the same 
time give proper attention to those 
members who have been faithful to 
the church. Let them know that they 
are appreciated and still vitally need­
ed. Keeping everybody busy in a 
place where they are best suited will 
prove to be a big but very vital job.

T h e  p a in  o f  d ire c t io n a l u n cer ta in ty
This will soon be felt when church­

es begin to really grow. Where are 
these new people taking our church? 
What will they come up with next? 
Now this is a justifiable concern. The 
pastor must be alert to the spiritual 
quality of new leadership. Again, 
strong pastoral leadership is vital. 
Growth (which means new people) 
has its own built-in risk. Not every­
one will prove to be as wonderful as 
we first thought. Some will disap­
point us. Others will be all personali­
ty. They will sweep in and dazzle 
every eye for a few weeks. Then they 
will be gone— sometimes taking oth­
ers with them. There will be times 
when we will wet our pillow with 
tears of regret for trusting Brother
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Dazzle or Sister Songbird.
Trust in others is always at the risk 

of hurt and failure. But unless we 
plan to have a church which is a one- 
man operation, we must take that 
chance. Jesus had a Judas among the 
apostles, and it is doubtful that we 
will escape the sorrow He felt. But it 
was better to have the apostles, even 
with Judas among them, than to 
have no apostles.

The pain of an empty purse
Growth will cost money. In fact, it 

will cost a lot of money in more ways 
than most think. Many churches are 
not prepared to pay this price. New 
buildings come first to mind. This is 
assummed and usually accepted as a 
necessary expense. If the present 
church is overcrowded, few will argue 
with a building program. Most 
churches are paying on a mortgage 
anyway. Buildings that are large and 
beautifu l and com fortable  seem 
worth the expense.

However, the cost of growth goes 
far beyond a beautiful new building. 
In a score of ways that are never ap­
parent at the beginning, costs will 
mount. In equipment, supplies, utili­
ties, literature, the demands placed 
upon the church from within and 
without will begin to increase. People 
will prove to be a costly advantage. 
When we add to this the unexpected 
fact that our income does not keep 
pace with our growth, there will be

times when we begin to wonder if we 
are going to be able to pay the bills. 
The plain truth is that not all new 
people will be tithers the day they ar­
rive. Some never will be. They must 
be taught about Christian steward­
ship. During this interim there will 
be anxious moments for pastor and 
church board.

Healthy growth that is properly 
trained and carefully supervised will 
produce a healthy church that is 
strong financially. When financial 
strength and stability does begin to 
emerge another thrilling thing will be 
discovered. We will find the over­
head shrinking in percentage. The 
phone bill will be about the same. 
Utilities will go up, but not in rela­
tion to our increased income. In fact, 
it costs less to heat a church for 250 
than for 50. A church that raises 
$75,000 does not usually have an 
overhead three times that of a church 
raising $25,000. Of course they have 
much greater operating expense— 
but not three times as much. There 
will be occasional exceptions to this 
if a church has extended itself be­
yond its financial capability. But 
even these are usually better able to 
cope with their financial problems 
than the weaker church.

Growing is painful. But for those 
willing to endure the pain for a while, 
there is the reward of adulthood. The 
alternative is to remain a pigmy 
church and that is even more painful.

If you are not to drift into unconscious hypocrisy, or at 
least into using great words with little meaning, always a dan­
gerous thing, live close to Jesus Christ.

—Arthur John Gossip
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Some Thoughts on Prayer
Here are some “ starting points”  from 

Gordon W. Johnson, editor of Time to 
Tell, on the subject of prayer. I pass them 
on for your further development.

1. Prayer revives, Acts 4:29-32
2. Prayer restores, Ps. 51:12
3. Prayer removes sin, Isa. 6:6-7
4. Prayer reconciles, Gen. 32:9; 33:4

Justification by Faith
Bible scholar Warren W. Wiersbe, in 

his book Be Free, which is a study of Ga­
latians, points out something that could 
be developed into a series of sermons on 
the doctrine of justification by faith. 
Wiersbe states that Romans explains the 
meaning of “ the just” ; Galatians ex­
plains “ shall live” ; and Hebrews explains 
“ by faith”  (Victor Books, 1975, p. 53).

A Matter of Priorities
Rev. 2:1-7 records the letter to the 

church at Ephesus. From the context, let 
me pass along three “ starting points”  for 
your further study.

1. Notice the record that is spotless, 
v. 2, “ I know your deeds and your toil and 
perseverance, and that you cannot en­
dure evil men”  (NASB)*

•From the New  American Standard Bible, copy­
right ©  The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963, 
1968, 1971.

by
C. Neil Strait
Pastor, First
Church of the Nazarene
Lansing, Mich.

2. Notice the reality that is shocking, 
v. 4, “ you have left your first love.”

3. Notice the remedy that is sure, v. 5, 
“ Remember . . . and repent.”

A Thought on the Life o f Jesus
An interesting study would be the fact 

that before the Cross everything that Je­
sus had was borrowed— the stable, lodg­
ing, the donkey, the cross in which He 
was crucified, etc. But after the Cross, He 
is Lord and lays claim to His place at the 
side of the Father.

Life after the Cross and the Resurrec­
tion, has a new authority— not only for 
Christ, but for every man.

Know the Will of God
In Elisabeth Elliot’s book Shadow of 

the Almighty, she shares some interesting 
thoughts on the will of God found in Jim 
Elliot’s journal. They could be the seed­
bed for a sermon. Here they are:

“ Impressed with Ephesians 5, ‘under­
standing what the will o f the Lord is,’ and 
Romans 12, ‘proving what is the will of 
God.’ Every moment I may be conscious 
and rejoice in the knowledge of God’s 
will. Obedience to every command puts 
me on the track and keeps me there. De­
cisions of course must be made, but as in 
railroad, so in life—a block signal, a 
crisis, is lighted only where there is spe­
cial need. I may not always be in sight of 
a GO light, but sticking to the tracks will 
take me where the next one is. Under­
standing the will o f the Lord is believing 
H im , that He w ill— in all situations 
where I have obeyed— make that way His 
own way, effectual for eternity.”

A Thought on Preaching
Edmund A. Steimle, formerly Brown 

Professor o f Homiletics at Union Theo­
logical Seminary in New York City, gives 
us this interesting word concerning 
preaching, quoted on Thesis Theological 
Cassettes: “ I would hope for the pulpit of 
the future what I would hope for when I 
go into any church and listen to a sermon, 
that my story [preaching] would be re­
flected in such a way, with such sensitiv­
ity and accuracy, that early on in the 
sermon I could say to the preacher, ‘Yes, 
yes, that’s where I am. Now let’s go on to­
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gether.’ In addition, I would like him to 
expose something of his story [his life], so 
that I know this fellow is for real. And 
that he shares my doubts and my agony,

as well as my joys” (Edmund A. Steimle, 
“ Preaching as Story Telling,”  Thesis 
Theological Cassettes, Dec. 1976, vol. 7, 
No. 11).

IN Tl IK ^ . S T U D Y

Seeds for Sermons
D uring Novem ber we continue our 

“ M a jo r  M essa g es  from  the M in or  
P rophets.”  This month, week by week 
rea d : M ica h , N ah u m , H a b b a k u k , 
Zephaniah. Each man o f God has a 
m essage from  God for us today.

N o v e m b e r 6

WALK WITH GOD

T e x t : “ He hath shewed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord re­
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
G od?”  (M ic. 6:8).
In t r o d u c t io n : Two fussing children came 
running to Mother, each vehemently tell­
ing what the other had done to him. The 
mother stopped them and said: “ I don’t 
want to know what your brother did to
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you, but you tell me what you did to your 
brother.”  God is that way. He doesn’t ask 
what others did to us, but what we do to 
others. He shows us what we ought to do.

I. W a l k  w i t h  G o d  in  a  W o r k a d a y  W o r ld  
A s w e  w a lk  w ith  G o d  w e  see  p e o p le  w h o

are covetous. They lie awake nights 
thinking how they can get the best of 
others (2:1-2). Life is a rat race. A dog- 
eat-dog dilemma. Seems there are no 
good men, no honest men, no trustworthy 
men anymore (7:2-5). How should a godly 
man live? Why—just keep walking with 
God and do justly. Treat those above you, 
beside you, below you, fair and square. 
He has showed you  what He requires of 
you.

II. W a l k  w it h  G o d  in  a  W ic k e d  W o r ld  
We long for a day of universal peace

when men “ shall beat their swords into 
plowshares”  (4:3-5). We are sickened by 
hypocrisy in leadership, especially when 
it is in religion (3:9-11). For America to­
day verse 11 could well read: “ Our na­
tional motto is: ‘In God We Trust’ ! none 
evil can come upon us.”  Even in a wicked 
world the Lord hath showed you what to 
do: love mercy, walk with God. Leave 
judgment and vengeance in God’s hands.

III. W a l k  w it h  G od
As Amos said: “ Can two walk togeth­

er, except they be agreed?”  So in our 
walk with God we need a oneness with
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Him. Micah said: “ I am full o f power by 
the Spirit of the Lord”  (3:8). He needed 
this power to keep his own soul alive and 
to rebuke sin. Walking with Christ we en­
joy His presence. Filled with Christ’s 
Spirit we enjoy His power. A humble 
walk will ever acknowledge God as the 
guide.

C o n c l u s i o n : Our unchanging Companion 
on the changing path of life is Jesus. 
Micah told of His coming (5:2). Jesus 
walked life’s road among covetous and 
wicked men. He knows the evils of this 
world firsthand. He has promised to walk 
with us, never to leave nor forsake us. He 
daily will show us what to do.

N o v e m b e r 13

IS YOUR FAITH A FARCE 
OR A FORCE?

T e x t : “ The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at all acquit 
the wicked”  (Nah. 1:3).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : Another fitting title for to­
day’s message from Nahum could be 
“ The Folly of Following a Faded Faith.”  
We are all aware of Jonah’s message to 
Ninevah and the saving revival the city 
enjoyed. A century has now passed and 
that great city is set for destruction.

I .  W h e n  O u r  F a i t h  I s  a  F a r c e — G o d ’ s  
V i e w :

One definition of “ farce”  is “ an absurd 
failure.”  Thus, a faded faith is a forceless 
farce. In the opening eight verses of 
Nahum we find every Hebrew word to in­
dicate the wrath, anger, and vengeance 
that God feels toward a faith that is a 
farce. Vengeance (v. 2; cf. Rom. 12:19;
2 Thess. 1:8). Wrath (v. 2; cf. Rom. 1:18; 
John 3:36). Indignation, fierceness, an­
ger, fury (v. 6) all reveal God’s hatred for 
sin. God’s wrath is intense because His 
love is intense! True love is jealous love 
(v. 2). Jonathan Edwards, preaching in 
New England at the time of the Great 
Awakening, made the wrath of God so 
vivid and hell so real, people did not need 
an atlas to know where it was.

I I .  W h e n  O u r  F a i t h  I s  a  F a r c e — M a n ’s  
V i e w :

We will accept many things. Some are:

A. We make our own gods. . . out of 
the house o f thy gods”  (1:14). One has 
said that in ages to come if someone 
would dig into the ruins of America and 
find an autojunk yard and say, “ The 
ancient A m ericans w orshipped these 
idols,”  he would be right.

B. We make our own set of standards. 
Ninevah “ is all full of lies and robbery” 
(3:1).

C. We find immorality acceptable (3: 
4-5).

I I I .  W h e n  O u r  F a i t h  I s  a  F o r c e :
The name Nahum means “ full o f com ­

fort.”  Our comfort is this: When the 
wrath, anger, vengeance, and fury of God 
is released— and it will come; when we 
ask, Who can stand in that day? (1:6), 
then what comfort! “ The Lord is good, a 
strong hold in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him” (1:7). 
He knows if our faith is a farce or a force. 
He knows!
C o n c l u s i o n : In his Revelation (6:12-17), 
John saw the sinner fleeing to the rocks, 
hoping to hide from the wrath of God. 
Our comfort is not in the rocks but in the 
Rock o f Ages!

N o v e m b e r 2 0

THE WHY OF FAITH,
THE WHAT OF FAITH,

THE WORSHIP OF FAITH

T e x t : “ And the Lord answered me, and 
said, Write the vision, and make it plain 
upon tables, that he may run that read- 
eth it . . . but the just shall live by his 
faith”  (Hab. 2:2, 4b).

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Having moved week by 
week through the Minor Prophets, we 
note that the burden or message of 
Nahum and Jonah was toward Ninevah; 
that of Micah toward Samaria and Jeru­
salem; that of Obadiah toward Edom, 
etc. Habakkuk’s burden, however, is that 
of a sincere man of God trying to find the 
answer to his prayer, the solution to his 
problem, and the rest of faith. His mes­
sage is most fitting for us this Thanksgiv­
ing Sunday.
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I .  T h e  “ W h y ”  o f  F a i t h

“ 0  Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou 
wilt not hear! . . . Why? . . (2:2-3). 
Habakkuk is not questioning God but 
bringing his questions to God. Why do I 
feel a burden for the wicked about me 
and You do not punish them? Our 
“ whys”  often result from God’s timetable 
being slower than ours. “ Truth forever on 
the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne. 
Yet the scaffold sways the future, and be­
hind the dim unknown, standeth God 
within the shadows, keeping watch above 
His own.”

II. T h e  “ W h a t ”  o f  F a i t h

“ I will . . . watch to see what he will say 
unto me”  (2:1). Bertha Munro once 
wrote: “ You get ahead in your faith when 
you change the question Why to What 
when you are speaking to God.”  To the 
sincere heart comes the answer: I will 
make it plain (2:2); it will come (2:3); the 
just shall live by his faith (2:4). Disil­
lusioned? Look to yourself, and you will 
find that you have taken your eyes off 
God and fixed them on people.

Dr. Earle comments on 2:2 that God’s 
answer will be plain enough to speed us 
on our way and keep us in the way.

III. T h e  “ W o r s h i p ”  o f  F a i t h

The first two and last three verses of 
Habakkuk’s prayer (chapter 3) are best 
known. He had waited before God not 
just long enough for God to hear him, but 
for him to hear from God. He had fought 
through doubt to faith. He ends by saying 
that even if he doesn’t have a good har­
vest and there are no livestock in the 
barns, he will still rejoice in the Lord. 
What a thanksgiving testimony!

C o n c l u s i o n : In the early days of our 
seminary, President Benner often had 
faculty and students sing one of his 
favorite hymns, “ Living by Faith.”  
Habakkuk knew the just shall live by his 
faith. Dr. Benner knew it. And I rejoice 
for I too know it!

N o v e m b e r 2 7

GUESTS OF THE LORD

T e x t : “ Hold thy peace at the presence of 
the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at

hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacri­
fice, he hath bid his guests”  (Zeph. 1:7).

I n t r o d u c t i o n : We are familiar with the 
New Testament parable of the wedding 
feast where the servants are commanded 
to go into the highways and compel the 
guests to come to the dinner. Here in 
Zephaniah is a strange account where the 
Lord has prepared a sacrifice and bids his 
guests.

I .  S t r a n g e  G u e s t s

The Lord is searching (1:12) for his 
guests. They are:

A. Those who actively worship other 
gods (l:4-5a).

B. Those who are hypocrites and wor­
ship the Lord and “ Malcham” — a hea­
then god— (1:5).

C. The backslider who has turned 
back from the Lord (1:6).

D. The indifferent— not actively evil, 
but who have never sought the Lord (1:6).

I I .  S u r p r i s e d  G u e s t s

The attitude of these guests was: It 
makes no difference how we act, God 
won’t do anything about it (1:12). The 
plan of the Lord is like the time Jehu pre­
pared a great sacrifice for all the follow­
ers of Baal. When all the guests were 
assembled, they were all destroyed with­
out mercy (2 Kings 10:18-28). Dr. Earle 
has said, “ Our religion will be no stronger 
than our attitude against sin.”

I I I . S a f e  G u e s t s

These guests are much different from 
the former. These are those who gather 
for the great “ solemn assembly”  (3:18). 
Those who have sought the Lord; sought 
meekness and righteousness (2:3). Those 
who have so trusted the Lord know how 
to “ wait on the Lord”  (3:8). For them 
there is salvation, security, joy, and rest 
in His love (3:17). On this most beautiful 
verse in Zephaniah, Dr. Earle has writ­
ten: “ Only in Christ does this gracious 
promise find its fulfillment. We can never 
exaggerate how much Christ means to 
us.”

C o n c l u s i o n : Someday we will all stand 
before the Lord as His guests, either 
guests destined for grief or guests des­
tined for glory. The choice is ours.
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2 Corinthians 12

“ Expedient”  or “ Profitable” ? (12:1) 
Sympheron means “ profitable”  or ad­

vantageous.”  The word expedient hardly 
communicates that today. The first part 
o f the verse may rather literally be ren­
dered: “ Boasting is necessary, though it 
is not profitable”  (N ASB).1 The whole 
verse is well expressed this way: “ I must 
go on boasting. Although there is nothing 
to be gained, I will go on to visions and 
revelations from the Lord”  (NIV).2

“ Thorn”  (12:7)
The word skolops (only here in NT) 

means “ something pointed.”  In classical 
Greek it meant “ a stake.”  But in the 
Septuagint it clearly is used, for the first 
time, in the sense of “ splinter”  or “ thorn” 
—never for stake (TDNT, 7:410-11). And 
this is unquestionably its meaning in the 
papyri (VGT, pp. 578-79). “ In the flesh” 
suggests it was a physical affliction, 
probably chronic malaria or poor eye­
sight. The idea o f pain seems suggested 
by the context.

“ Paradise”  (12:4)
This comes directly from the Greek 

paradeisos (here, Luke 23:43; Rev. 2:7), 
which is thought to be of Persian origin. 
Among the Greeks it was first used by the 
historian Xenophon in reference to the 
parks of Persian kings and nobles (A-S,

1. From the New American Standard Bible, copy­
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963, 
1968, 1971.

2. From the N ew International Version, copyright 
1973 by New York Bible Society International. Used 
by permission.

p. 338). He describes it as shady and well 
watered, and so it came to mean “ a gar­
den, pleasure-ground; grove, park.”  Here 
it is used for “ an upper region in the 
heavens”  (Thayer, p. 480).

Joachim Jeremias devotes eight pages 
to a discussion of this word. He asserts 
that it is “ a loan word from old Persian” 
(TDNT, 5:765), and adds: “ Already by 
the 3rd century B.C. it can then be used 
generally for a ‘park’ ”  (p. 766). The 
Persian term was adopted into Hebrew 
and Aramaic, but only in a secular sense. 
It was used for the Garden of Eden in 
Genesis 2.

Jeremias agrees with other writers 
(e.g., Plummer) in saying that we cannot 
be sure whether Paul equates “ the third 
heaven”  (v. 2) with Paradise (v. 4). It 
seems to us that he does.

“ B uffet”  (12:7)
The verb kolaphizo comes from the 

noun kolaphos, “ the knuckles, the closed 
fist.”  So it literally meant “ to strike with 
the fist”  (A-S, p. 252). Since thorns do 
more than buffet a person, it seems that 
“ torment”  (NIV) is justified here.

“ R eproaches”  or “ Insults” ? (12:10) 
The word hybris occurs here and in 

Acts 27:10 (of physical disaster). Thayer 
says that it means “ insolence, impu­
dence, pride,”  and then “ a wrong spring­
ing from insolence, an injury, affront, in­
sult.”  He adds this comment: “ in Greek 
usage the mental injury and wantonness 
of its infliction being prominent”  (p. 
633). It seems that “ insult”  conveys this 
better than “ reproach.”

Four things, or three? (12:12)
The KJV of this verse sounds as if the 

signs of an apostle were wrought by Paul 
in four ways: patience, signs, wonders, 
and mighty deeds. But the Greek clearly 
does not say this. The correct translation 
is found in the NASB: “ The signs of a 
true apostle were performed among you 
with all perserverance, by signs and won­
ders and miracles.” We have noted be­
fore that hypomone, usually translated 
“ patience”  in the KJV, actually means 
“ perseverance.”

“ M iracles”  (12:12)
Three words are here used for miracles,
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as in the Synoptic Gospels. The first is 
semeiois, “ signs.”  The second is terasin, 
“ wonders.”  The third is dynameisin— 
literally, “ powers,”  or “ powerful works”  
— the term that is usually translated 
“ miracles”  in the Synoptic Gospels and 
Acts, as here in the NASB and NIV.

The miracles of Christ and His apostles 
were “ powerful works.”  But they were 
also “ signs,”  signifying a spiritual truth. 
And they were called “ wonders”  because 
they excited wonder in those who saw 
them.

“ C r a f t y ”  (1 2 :1 6 )
The adjective panouragos (only here in 

NT) literally means “ ready to do any­
thing.”  In classical Greek it was used 
mainly in a bad sense. But in the Sep- 
tuagint it is used frequently in the Book 
of Proverbs in a good sense— “ clever”  or 
“ prudent.”

What does Paul mean by his use of it 
here? Arndt and Gingrich (p. 613) sug­
gest: “ Paul says, taking up an expression 
used by his opponents . . . crafty fellow 
that I am” (see NASB, NIV). This is a 
logical explanation.

E ig h t  s in s  (1 2 :2 0 )
The KJV has “ debates, envyings, 

wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults.”  These hardly convey 
the correct meaning today.

The first is eris, which basically means 
“ strife”  (NASB) or “ quarreling”  (NIV). 
The second, zelos, means “ jealousy.”  The 
third, thymoi, suggests a boiling over. It 
is better rendered as “ angry tempers” 
(NASB) or “ outbursts of anger”  (NIV). 
The fourth, eritheiai, suggests “ factions” 
or “ disputes.”  The fifth, katalaliai, liter­
ally means acts of speaking against. It 
may be translated “ slanders”  (NASB). 
The sixth, psithyrismoi (only here in NT) 
does literally mean “ whisperings.”  Today 
we would call this “ gossip”  (NASB, 
NIV). The seventh, Physioseis (only here 
in N T), in the singular means “ a puffing 
up,”  and so, “ swelling with pride”  (A-S, 
p. 476). Perhaps “ arrogance”  (NASB, 
NIV) best expresses it today. The last, 
akatastasiai, literally means “ disorders” 
(cf. NIV) or “ disturbances”  (NASB).

Paul feared that these were the things 
he would meet when he returned to 
Corinth. No wonder he dreaded to go.

Id eas  That W o rke d —

Thanksgiving Project
Umbongo is an African word meaning 

“ a present with which to express thanks.” 
At Thanksgiving time challenge your 

church people to bring their “ Umbongos” 
in the form of some type of canned food. 
These then go to needy families desig­
nated by the church board, or to some 
home mission pastor on the district. This 
will give your church family an oppor­
tunity to become involved with the needs 
of others. Flyers should be sent out, or 
reminders put in your church newsletter 
just prior to the launching of this special 
Thanksgiving project.

B e t t y  B . R o b e r t so n

Good News from Galatians
By Deri Keefer

No other Gospel
S c r ip t u r e : G a l . 1 :6 -1 0

I. No O t h e r  G o sp e l  S h o u ld  L e a d  Us 
A s t r a y  ( v . 6 )
A .  The gospel o f materialism
B. The gospel of socialism
C. The gospel of social prestige
D. The gospel of “ new morality”
E. The gospel of “ isms”
F . The gospel of occult
G. The gospel of cults
H. The gospel of glossolalia

II. No O t h e r  G o sp e l  S h o u l d  L ead  Us 
in t o  C o n fu sio n  ( v . 7 )
A .  We should study the true gospel.
B. We should know the true gospel.
C. We should be aware of the per­

verted gospel.
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III. No O t h e r  G o sp e l  S h o u l d  B e  A l ­
l o w e d  in t o  t h e  C h u r c h
A. There should be purity to the true 

gospel.
B. There should be singleness to the 

true gospel.
C. There should be priority to the 

true gospel.

IV. No O t h e r  G o sp e l  Is R eally  G o sp e l  
(v. 7)
A. The only true gospel is Jesus.
B. The only true gospel is about Je­

sus.
C. The only true gospel is to be ac­

cepted.

*  *  *

Lessons for the Clergy
S c r ip t u r e : Gal. 2 :1 -2 1

The clergyman—
I. Must catch a vision of the gospel 

(v. 2)
II. May get discouraged (v. 2)

III. May be a deceiver (v. 3)
IV. Must be firm in his stand for the 

gospel (v. 5)
V. Must have an inner compulsion for 

the gospel (v. 6)
VI. Must be a minister to all people 

(vv. 7-10)
VII. Can be wrong (v. 11)

VIII. Must tell of faith and justification 
in Christ (vv. 15-16)

IX. Must live in Christ (v. 19)

* * *

Gospel Faith
S c r ip t u r e : Gal. 3:1-14 
Gospel faith comes by—

I. Seeing Jesus (v. 1)
II. Hearing the Word (v. 2)

III. Receiving the Spirit (vv. 3, 5)
IV. Examining the Word (v. 8)
V. Living righteously (v. 11)

VI. Observing the law out of love (v. 12)
VII. Promise of the Living God (v. 14)

Becoming Sons of God
S c r i p t u r e : Gal. 3:26—4:7 
Becoming a son of God involves—

I. Faith in Christ (v. 26)
II. A vital relationship with Christ sym­

bolized by baptism (v. 27)
III. A knowledge that whosoever will 

may come (v. 28)
IV. A covenant contract of long standing 

(v. 29)
V. Rights and privileges of sonship 

(4:5,7)
VI. A unique joy of calling God our 

Father (4:6)

* * *

Freedom in Christ
S c r i p t u r e : Gal. 5:1-12 
Freedom comes—

I. In the Person of Christ (v. 1)
II. To replace slavery (v. 2)

III. By the grace of God (v. 4)
IV. By a hope in Christ (v. 5)
V. By the expression of love (v. 6)

VI. By running the race of life (v. 7)
VII. By way of the offensive cross of 

Christ (v. 12)

* * *

Life by the Spirit
S c r i p t u r e : Gal. 5:13-26

I. Life by the Spirit is bathed in 
agape love (v. 13)

II. Is evidenced by our love for each 
other (v. 14)

III. Is seen by our positive attitude to­
wards each other (v. 15)

IV. Life in  the Spirit desires to do right 
(v. 16)

V. Despises the wrong (vv. 17-19)
VI. Develops freedom (v. 18)

VII. Destines the fruits produced (vv. 
22-23)

VIII. Crucifies the old nature (v. 24)
IX. Continually follows the Spirit of 

life (v. 25)
X . Makes us aware of faults and needs 

(v. 26)
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The Biblical Concept of 
Interpersonal Relationships

S c r ip t u r e : Gal. 6:1-10 
Christians should—

I. Deal with others in gentleness (v. 1)
II. Deal with others in wisdom (v. 1)

III. Share each others’ burdens (v. 2)
IV. Compare themselves in the light of 

Christ and not others (v. 4)
V. Shoulder responsibility (v. 5)

VI. Learn from each other (v. 6)
VII. Plant fertile fields of relationships 

with others (v. 7)
VIII. Be active in the family of God (vv. 

8 - 10)

IX. Be led by the Spirit in dealing with 
others (v. 8)

* * *

I Became a New Person
S c r ip t u r e : Gal. 6:11-18 
A new person—

I. As exemplified in Paul’s life (v. 11)
II. Comes through the cross o f Christ 

(v. 12)
III. Does not boast in selfish ambitions 

(v. 13)
IV. Boasts about Christ (v. 14)
V. Receives peace and mercy (v. 16)

VI. Bears the mark of Christ (v. 17)
VII. Will receive God’s grace (v. 18)

HOW TO THANK GOD
(Ps. 116:12-14, RSV)

I. B y  P r a isin g  t h e  L o r d — “ I w ill li ft  
u p  t h e  c u p  o f  s a lv a t io n .”

II. B y  P r a y in g  t o  t h e  L o r d — “ I w ill  c a ll  
o n  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  L o r d .”

III. B y  P a y in g  m y  V o w s  t o  t h e  L o r d —  
“ I w ill  p a y  m y  v o w s  t o  th e  L o r d .”

— R o n  F r y

*  *  *

LIVE TODAY
(Ps. 118:24, RSV)

I. L iv e  T o d a y— “ T h is  is  th e  d a y ”
II. L iv e  T o d a y  w it h  F a it h — “ T h e  d a y  

w h ic h  th e  L o r d  h a s  m a d e .”

III. L ive  T o d a y  w it h  G l a d n e s s— “ Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it.”

— R on  F r y

When Trouble Comes
S c r ip t u r e  B a c k g r o u n d : 2 Kings 6 and 7
In t r o d u c t io n : I get alarmed at the num­
ber who let their problems get the best 
of them. It is what we do when we are 
down that determines whether or not we 
succeed. Being a Christian does not solve 
all our problems. Christ is the answer, 
but this does not mean He has worked 
all the problems. Illus.: The old math 
book.

We come now to the moment of great 
crisis in the lives of four leprous men.

I. C o n f r o n t e d  W it h  a  G r e a t  P r o b l e m —  
“ And there was a great famine in Samar­
ia”  (6:25).

A. Because of where they were
B. Because of what they were

II. E x e r c i s e d  G r e a t  C o u r a g e — “ And 
they rose up in the twilight, to go unto 
the camp of the Syrians”  (7:5).

A. They faced an army.
B. They had no resources.

III. R e c e iv e d  a  G r e a t  R e w a r d— “ They 
went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink”  (7:5).

A. The Lord had removed their great­
est obstacle.

B. They found what they so desperate­
ly needed.

C o n c l u s io n : I heard Dick Palmer tell 
his life’s story last night, and as he told 
it I received a new awareness of God’s 
willingness to help us when in our des­
peration we come to Him.

J a m e s  F. S pr u ill

M ost o f us live too near the surface of 
our abilities, dreading to call upon our 
deeper resources. It is as if a strong man 
were to do his work with only one finger.
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yBULLETIN u  BARREL
Did you hear about the minister who 

said to his congregation, “Before I 
preach, I want to say something” ?

A PRAYER OF THANKS
0  Lord, I thank You 

For being my Guide
For being with me,

So close to my side.

1 thank You, dear Lord,
For giving me light,

And guiding me through 
The long winter night.

Lord Jesus, 1 want 
To do Thy blest will.

Take me and use me,
Thy call to fulfill.

And if  it takes me
Through valleys so drear,

Lord, I know always 
That You will be near.

O Lord, make me holy,
Pure through and through,

That I may do what 
You want me to do.

Thank You, dear Lord,
For Thy presence today,

For all You have given,
I gratefully pray.

—Linda M aurice

Nothing is big enough to hurt you un­
less you are small enough to let it.

* * *

A holy life is perfectly adapted to an 
earthly sphere. If you cannot be holy 
where you are, you could not be holy any­
where else (Titus 2:3).

* * *

Men who pray much don’t brag much.
*  *  *

A retentive memory may be a good 
thing, but the ability to forget is the sure 
token o f greatness.

*  *  *

The man who wants to lead the 
orchestra must turn his back upon the 
crowd.

A tourist who visited an exquisite gar­
den on one of the lovely estates in Italy 
gives us the following conversation he 
had with the caretaker.

“ How long have you been here,”  he 
asked.

“ Twenty-five years.”
“ And how often has the owner been to 

see the estate?”
“ Four times.”
“ When did he last com e?”
“ Twelve years ago.”
“ He writes to you, I suppose.”
“ Never.”
“ From whom do you get your orders?” 
“ From the steward in Milan.”
“ Does he come here often?”
“ Never.”
“ Who comes, then, to look after 

things?”
“ I am left pretty much alone.”
“ Yet you keep the garden so spic and 

span, one would think you were expecting 
the owner tomorrow.”

“ Today, sir, today!”

* * *

THE BIBLE 
I am the BIBLE
I am God’ s wonderful L IB R A R Y .
I am alw ays—and above all— 

TRU TH .
• To the weary pilgrim , I am a good,

strong STAFF.
• To the one who sits in black gloom , I

am the glorious LIGHT.
• To those who stoop beneath heavy

burdens, I am SW EET REST.
• To him who has lost his way, I am a

safe GUIDE.
• To those who have been hurt by sin,

I am healing BALM .
• To the discouraged, I whisper a glad

message o f  HOPE.
• To the distressed, I am an ANCHOR. 

“ O child o f man, to best defend me,
just USE M E !”

—Selected
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1 AND T O

A M O N G  B O O K S

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from 
your Publishing House

The Making of a Christian Leader
By Ted W. Engstrom (Zondervan Pub­
lishing House, 1977. 208 pp., cloth, $6.95.)

The author is executive vice-president 
of World Vision International, also serv­
ing formerly as book editor of Zondervan 
Publishers, and as executive director 
and president of Youth for Christ Inter­
national. He states, “ This book has been 
written to help the Christian leader get 
a clearer picture of what he wants to do 
and be in a church or organization— and 
how to get there.”

The book deals with understanding 
the principles of management and hu­
man relationships, how to develop skills 
and cultivate the qualities and personal 
traits according to a person’s unique 
gifts and skills. To this end the author 
considers exam ples o f leadership in 
Scripture, gifts of leadership, and priori­
ties. “ We do not lack people, but rather 
a scarcity of people willing to assume 
significant roles and do the job effective­
ly.”

Your Job— 
Survival or Satisfaction?

(Christian Discipleship in a Secular Job)
By Jerry and Mary White (Zondervan, 
1977. 190 pp., cloth, $6.95.)

This book has value both for the lay­
man and for the minister. Lome C. 
Sanny, president of Navigators, says, 
“ I commend this book to everyone who 
works for a living— and who doesn’t?” 

Secular jobs can be frustration or ful­
fillment. The authors seek to answer the 
questions o f how you fit your job into

the totality o f your life. The first part of 
the book deals with the work ethic, pur­
pose in work and life, changing jobs, etc. 
Then it applies practical biblical princi­
pals to specific kinds of jobs—the hourly 
employee, the salaried employee, home­
maker, working women, military and 
government employee, salesman, self- 
employed, etc.

Author Jerry holds a bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering, a master’s and 
a Ph.D. in astronautics. He resigned from 
the air force to become a full-time staff 
member of the Navigators and is now 
regional director for them.

Pastor’s Annual 1978
By T. T. Crabtree (Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1977. 367 pp., paper, $6.95.)

This is the Zondervan annual planned 
preaching program for next year, con­
taining 52 morning services, 52 evening 
services, outlines, illustrations, midweek 
meditations, services for special days, 
fu n e ra l m e d ita t io n s , C om m u n ion  
thoughts, etc.

Is My Head On Straight?
Meditations for Women

By Phyllis C. Michael (Word Books, 
1976. 120 pp., paper, $3.50.)

This is a book of contemporary medi­
tations for women. There are 54 subjects 
dealt with, including attitudes toward 
ourselves and others, and God. There are 
catchy, short meditations on affliction, 
confusion, courtesy, excuses, procrasti­
nation, etc. The author is a retired school­
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teacher who at one time was unable to 
walk unaided due to Miniere’s disease, 
but she found courage through faith in 
God and is able to encourage others to 
do the same.

Preachers’
W ANTED: By missionary in S. America: 
F le tch er ’s C hecks to Antinom ianism , 
abridged by Peter Wiseman (Beacon Hill 
Press, 1953). Dorothea Wolcott, 2823 
Berry Ln., Independence, Mo. 64057.
WANTED: Is This Really the End? by 
George C. Maladin. Major Houston Ellis, 
1073 Lanier Blvd. N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 
30306.
WANTED: By Nazarene Bible College 
Library, the following volumes of Preach­

er ’s Magazine: 1934, Vol. 9: 2, 3, 4, 10. 
1935, Vol. 10: 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 1939, Vol. 
14: 12. Roger M. Williams, Nazarene 
Bible College, P.O. Box 4746, Knob Hill 
Station, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80930.
W ANTED: The Secret Is Out, by Charles
D. Masher, and any other publications 
on oath-bound secret orders. Rev. Bob 
McKenzie, P.O. Box 376, Barnesville, 
Ga. 30204.
FOR SALE: 45 volumes of 50-vol. set of 
John Wesley’s Christian Library pub­
lished by Mr. Flavel of Bristol, England, 
in 1755. They bear the date MDCCLV 
(1755), written in old English, leather 
bound, books of antiquity. Rev. Wilfrid
E. Mouteux, P.O. Box 8102, Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada N2K 2B6.

Items for this Exchange may be either W A N TE D  
or FOR SA LE , but must be confined to old periodi­
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be 
directly with the advertiser and not with this office 
or the Nazarene Publishing House. W e are glad to 
render this free service on these terms. This service 
not available to bookstores or laymen.

■

•  The End of an Era
The most certain thing about life is 
change, and we are changing.

•  How to Live on a Pastor’s Salary 
with Joy
The first part of the title is important, 
but the last two words are the clincher.

•  The Unsolvable Conflict
The pastor looks at the disagreement 
between an elder brother and his fa­
ther, and draws a conclusion for to­
day’s Christians.

I

•  Skill Is Not Enough
It doesn’t matter who you know; it mat­
ters only slightly what you know. What 
really matters most is what you are.
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Pastors who have solved the financial problem in the 
administration of a church organization have all learned one 
thing in common—it cannot be coerced, but it can happen. 
It happens when we Christians see our stewardship of money 
for what it is— a way of worshipping God. There just isn’t any 
other way to put it in perspective. The church needs our 
help? The bills are crying to be paid? The budget is dropping 
farther behind? The church is watching your giving, and 
you will not escape the pressure? All this pales into irrele­
vancy when we consider that what we do is for the love of 
Christ! Even the argument, “ You really should give liberally, 
then God will return liberal financial blessing to you”  almost 
brings a blush, for if He didn’t we STILL would give joyfully 
because we love Him. So thanks to a young pastor who finds 
this secret never fails (p. 3). Praise God. We might even want 
to play a tuba solo in celebration (p. 5); who knows?

Yours for souls,



THE FIRST CHRISTMAS GIFT New!
Musical Drama (or Young Children. This Christmas story 
written by VETERIA and DERRELL BILLINGSLEY is both 
flexible and easily learned. Involves 12-14 boys and girls 
ages 4-7 in pantomime parts with an adult narrator. May 
be as simple or elaborate as desired. Props enhance 
presentation but are not essential. Performance time 
approximately 30 minutes.
MC-33 75c
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BUILDING No. 30  New!
More excellent resource material for Christmas program 
planning by GRACE RAMQUIST. Thirty-two pages of 
poems, songs, readings, and exercises to help celebrate 
our Saviour’s birth. Material for children, teens, and 
adults not duplicated in other Builders. Need ideas? 
Here they are!
MC-130 95c
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
Children's Cantata. Contains nine original, singable 
tunes by JOE E. PARKS for children’s voices. Employs 
solos, rounds with optional flute, tonebells, Autoharp, 
and percussion accompaniment. Delightfully presented 
in uncomplicated language. Performance time ap­
proximately 35 minutes.
MC-249 Choral Book $1.25

FOR THE COMPLETE LINE of Christmas materials, see the 
a free personal copy.

MY CHRISTMAS GIFT
A Christmas Musical. OTIS SKILLINGS expresses the all 
encompassing thought that true joy comes wher 
bringing Christ our greatest g ift—ourselves. Written foi 
the choir that is interested in a musical presentatior 
with a contemporary flair. Includes narration. Per­
formance time approximately 40 minutes.
MC-31 Choral Book $1.9E
L-7111 Stereo Album $5.9J
L-7111C Book/Record Combination $6.95
MU-7111 Accompaniment Tape $25.00
MC-31SF Service Folder 100 for $3.5C
REJOICE, O EARTH
A Christmas Cantata. A motivating musical by JOE E. 
PARKS focusing attention on that unforgettable, historic 
night of Christ’s coming to earth. All original music for 
soloists and choir. Not d ifficu lt but effective in pre­
sentation. Performance time approximately 30 minutes.
MC-29 Choral Book $1.50
L-217 Stereo Album $5.98
L-217C Book/Record Combination $6.45
MC-29SF Service Folders 100 for $3.50

Returnable examination copies available to any program 
director or choir leader requesting them

Lillenas Christmas brochure sent to all churches, or send for

•  IT’S IMPORTANT to Plan and Order EARLY and Allow Ample Time for Rehearsals •
Available from your

PUBLISHING HOUSE


	Olivet Nazarene University
	Digital Commons @ Olivet
	11-1-1977

	Preacher's Magazine Volume 52 Number 11
	James McGraw (Editor)
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1440551030.pdf.ECuJB

